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Move NY Fair Plan, the 
congestion pricing plan that 
would bring tolls to East River 
crossings to raise funds for 
MTA infrastructure repairs, 
has gained a powerful backer. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
has joined more than three 
dozen city and state lawmak-
ers who have endorsed the 
Move NY Fair Plan as the best 
solution for reducing traffic 
congestion and funding much-
needed subway upgrades.

“We’ve seen massive con-
gestion problems both on the 
subway cars and platforms of 
the 7 train themselves, and 
then in addition to that in 
the runup to the Queensboro 
Bridge,” Van Bramer said. 
“That’s why I’m saying now 
we need to focus on this invest-
ment into our mass transit. 
The Move NY plan is the best 
and most responsible way to 
get us there. This is a respon-
sible way to ensure that the 
MTA’s needs are fully funded 
on an ongoing basis without 
putting a financial burden on 
the backs of riders.”

Move NY is a diverse co-
alition of stakeholders rep-
resenting regional business 

BY GABRIEL ROM

They came from across the 
state and the country, some 
who knew him and many who 
didn’t. Thousands of police of-
ficers lined Merrick Boulevard 
and saluted as NYPD Officer 
Randolph Holder’s casket was 
carried into the Greater Allen 
A.M.E. Cathedral of New York 
in Jamaica Tuesday morning. 
Many were 
crying.

A l o n g 
the sprawl-
ing line po-
lice mingled 
with friends and family of 
Holder as well as residents 
who were there just to pay re-
spects. 

“Officer Holder was killed 
like an animal,” said Israel 
Scott, a pastor and community 
activist from Jamaica. “I am 
30 and he was 33. It’s mind-
boggling. How do I stand at the 
pulpit everyday? There are so 
many things going through my 
mind right now, and I guess I 
just need to be here and show 
my respect. This violence be-
tween citizens and police, we 
got to remember that we’re 
all part of one human family. 
That’s why I’m here.”

Members of the New York 
Police Bomb Squad shook 
hands with patrolmen from 
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A steady rain fell for the entire two-hour funeral service of slain Officer Randolph Holder. Nevertheless, 
many of the more 1,500 cops who attended stood outside the Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral for the entire 
ceremony.  Photo by Michael Shain

Van Bramer
backs tolling 
for free bridges

Thousands mourn Holder 
Slain offi cer promoted to detective by Bratton at Allen AME service

CRIMINAL RECORD?
YOU CAN WORK WITH THAT.

The Fair Chance Act makes it 
illegal for employers in New York 
City to ask about criminal history 
before making a job offer. 

Learn your rights and responsibilities under the Human 
Rights Law. Visit nyc.gov/humanrights or call 311.

See related 
 coverage on 
Pages 2, 34.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Community Board 13 
members voted Monday night 
at Antun’s Catering Hall 
against variances needed for 
the development of a four-sto-
ry Jewish learning institu-
tion in Cambria Heights. 

The proposed learning in-
stitution, where Jewish men 
come to study their religion 
in depth, calls for three adja-
cent homes to be demolished 
between 224-12 and 224-20 
Francis Lewis Blvd. in a resi-
dential neighborhood. 

The proposed site is down 
the street from the Ohel Cha-
bad Lubavitch center border-
ing Montefiore Cemetery, 
where the Chabad Lubavitch 
holy leader Rebbe Menach-
em Schneerson, who died in 
1994, is buried. The Rebbe’s 
gravesite draws thousands 
of visitors from across the 
world on special and holy oc-
casions. 

According to the applica-
tion, a religious nonprofit, 
Keren Puelos, that runs an 
education program known 
as Shluchim Office wants to 
build the institution. 

Even though Keren Pue-
los is a Chabad Lubavitch 
nonprofit, the Ohel center’s 
Rabbi Abba Rebson said the 

center had no connection to 
it. 

This is the second attempt 
by the Chabad-Lubavitch 
community in Cambria 
Heights to expand its prop-
erties. In 2011, then Com-
munity Board 13 members 
and then-Borough President 
Helen Marshall had voted 
against it.  

Sheldon Lobel, the at-
torney representing Keren 
Puelos, once again appealed 
to the board members and 
residents to vote in favor of 
the institution because of its 
religious importance to the 
Chabad-Lubavitch commu-
nity.

 “My client wants to build 
a school in order to meet the 
needs of the community,” Lo-
bel said.  “The use of the site 
as requested is permitted un-
der zoning mandates of this 
state for religious institu-
tions.”

The height of the devel-
opment or any feature that 
would change the character 
of the neighborhood would 
need approval from the Com-
munity Board. 

But those were not the 
reasons for voting against it, 
Cambria Heights residents.

They contended Ohel cen-
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BY GABRIEL ROM

On a winding street in Far 
Rockaway where Officer Ran-
dolph Holder first lived in the 
United States, there was mu-
sic, food and laughter last Fri-
day. At the home of Holder’s ex-
tended family, those who were 
closest to him milled around 
the front lawn, reminiscing 
about the man they had lost. 

Across the street, two po-
lice officers stood in front of 
his parents’ home as more rel-
atives streamed in and out. 

“That’s our cousin and he’s 
a really great guy,” said Stacey 
Lawrence, 29, Holder’s cous-
in. Portia Walker, another of 
Holder’s cousins, gently cor-
rected her use of the present 
tense. “He really was. He re-
ally was a great guy.”

Holder, 33, who was shot in 
the head and killed Oct. 20 re-
sponding to a report of gang-re-
lated gunshots in Upper Man-
hattan, was remembered by 
family and friends as an outgo-
ing, even-keeled man who was 
especially close to his father.

“This just hits home,” Law-
rence said. “It makes you re-
alize that this was a guy who 
served for what he believed 
in,” She paused, struggling to 
hold back tears. “He was like 
his dad. He loved music, they 
were both DJs. He loved reggae, 
soca, all of that good stuff.”

“He was really an outgo-
ing guy,” added Walker. “Just 
like his dad.” A man walked 
up and, with a hint of sarcasm, 
said “you know everyone has 
been saying that.”

“You know you can’t say 
that,” Lawrence snapped, but 
she was at a loss for words. “He 
really was...just a great guy.” 

What sounded like gun-
shots rang in the air. The of-
ficers hurried to their squad 
car and put their ears to their 
walkie-talkies. False alarm. 

“People are killing people 

out here for no reason, for stu-
pid little things,” said Shar-
lene Williams, a neighbor of 
the Holder family. “Life is 
precious and people take it for 
granted like that. It doesn’t 
matter who it is—cop or not.”

Holder, a native of Guy-
ana, came to the United States 
12 years ago and joined the 
NYPD in July 2010. He was 
assigned to the department’s 
Housing Bureau and worked 
out of PSA 5. He built an im-
pressive record of police work, 
amassing at least 120 arrests, 
and quickly rose to be an elite 
plainclothes officer in one of 
Manhattan’s most dangerous 
neighborhoods. A 2012 bust 
in a public lewdness case won 
him a Meritorious Police Duty 
award. Five other arrests, in-
cluding three for drug posses-
sion with intent to sell and one 
each for robbery and graffiti, 
earned him Excellent Police 
Duty Citations. Holder wore 
badge No. 13340. 

His father and grandfather 
had both served as policemen 
in Guyana. After following 

in their footsteps and joining 
the NYPD, Holder moved to 
Mill Basin in Brooklyn but re-
turned to Queens frequently to 
visit his family, relatives said.

Holder will be buried in his 
native Guyana, according to 
police.

Tyrone Howard, 30, who is 
charged with killing Holder, 
had a rap sheet with 28 arrests 
since age 13. He was diverted 
to an outpatient drug-rehabili-
tation program and not prison 
after his fifth conviction on 
drug charges by the Manhat-
tan District Attorney’s office. 

Investigators said Monday 
a gun found over the week-
end matched the weapon used 
in the shooting. Howard was 
charged robbery as well as 
murder, prosecutors said.

Holder was the fourth 
NYPD cop fatally shot in 
the line of duty in the last 11 
months.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued on Page 58

Community Board 13 voted against a Jewish religious learning in-
stitution to be developed at this site down the street from the Ohel 
Chabad-Lubavitch in Cambria Heights.   Photo by Mike Shain

Portia Walker, who is Randolph Holder's cousin, remembered him as a 
"calm and easy-going type of guy." Gabriel Rom

CB 13 votes down 
Jewish school plan

Kin recall ‘great guy’
Holder’s family describe even-keeled man close to his father
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 John Tandana, president of 

the UNA USA Queens Chapter, 
looked out past the great glass 
windows of the Queens Muse-
um at the Unisphere. 

“This is where it all start-
ed, right here in Queens,” he 
said.

Indeed, some of the United 
Nation’s most important ac-
complishments, such as the 
partition of Palestine and 
the creation of UNICEF, were 
made in what is now the 
Queens Museum in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Some 
of the buildings from the 1939 
World’s Fair, including the 
museum, were used by the 
fledgling United Nations from 
1946 until it moved to its cur-
rent location on the East River 
in 1951.

A close connection between 
the United Nations and “the 
world’s borough” has been 
present ever since.

In order to  mark that con-
nection and celebrate the 
U.N.’s 70th anniversary, offi-
cials and humanitarian activ-

ists gathered Saturday at the 
museum.

Sarah Shuster, who now 
lives in Washington, D.C. after 
growing up in Forest Hills and 
attending Francis Lewis High 
School in Fresh Meadows, em-
bodies the Queens-U.N, con-
nection. Her parents are refu-
gees from Azerbaijan. 

“I’ve always had a deep 
commitment to global issues, 
and it feels very fitting back 
here in Queens today,”  said 
Shuster, who was on a panel 
to give an update on the UN’s 
progress on its global goals

In Shuster’s work at the 
U.N. Foundation, she manages 
a grassroots component of a 
campaign that works to raise 
awareness to help fight malar-
ia in Sub-Saharan Africa.

There is widespread public 
support for a robust involve-
ment with the United Nations, 
Schuster said. A recent poll 
released by The Better World 
campaign found that over 63 
percent of Americans have a 
favorable opinion of the United 
Nations. By contrast the num-

ber of Americans who have a 
favorable opinion of Congress 
is 23 percent. 

“The most important activ-
ity is happening here on the lo-
cal level,” Shuster said.

In her panel presentation 
she  primarily focused on th e 
recent UN’s Millennium De-
velopment Goals and the fu-
ture Sustainable Development 
Goals, the latter of which she 

referred to as a “to-do list for 
the globe between now and the 
year 2030.” 

Ban Ki Moon, the U.N.’s 
secretary-general, called the 
new global goals “the most 
consultative that has occurred 
in human history.” The U.N. 
eventually settled on 17 goals 
focused on ending extreme 
poverty, fighting inequality 
and injustice and fixing cli-

mate change. The goals were 
adopted by all 193 U.N. mem-
ber nations in September after 
a three-year process.

“At a time when the world is 
dealing with a terrible amount 
of conflict and refugee crises, 
there is truly something pow-
erful to be said that 193 na-
tions on the planet were able 
to come together and agree on 
a list of priorities for the next 
15 years,” Shuster said. 

Martyn Dalhuijsen, a U.N. 
 official who works at the Eu-
ropean Commission, spoke on 
the panel about the various  
disaster-response efforts the 
U.N. is involved in  from ty-
phoons in the Philippines, to 
displacement camps in Myan-
mar. 

“Humanitarian disasters 
affect us all, they can happen 
to anyone anywhere,” Dalhui-
jsen said. “Nationality, back-
ground, country doesn’t mat-
ter.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–

Howard Katzman (l), Sarah Shuster (c), Martyn Dalhuijsen (r) 
Photo by Gabriel Rom

Queens Museum marks U.N.’s 70th anniversary
Panel of activists, offi cials cite signifi cant progress in organization’s global goals

1557 Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718.451.3344
1357 Fulton St.

Brooklyn, NY 11216
718.622.3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

718.848.3344
133-22 Springfield Blvd.

Springfield Gardens, NY 11413
718.528.3344

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 30–NOV. 5, 20154    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Three years after Hur-

ricane Sandy, Diane Hellrie-
gel’s Breezy Point home on 
Oceanside Avenue has still 
not been touched. She took 
her dogs to Alabama and 
moved to Long Island. Hellr-
iegel, who did not have flood 
insurance, fought to have 
her home rebuilt. Now that’s 
about to happen.

Along with dozens of na-
tional and citywide nonprof-
its, Federal Alliance for Safe 
Homes, the Portland Cement 
Association, the Insurance 
Information Institute, and 
project partners gathered 
Tuesday at Hellriegel’s home 
to mark the beginning of the 
coming transformation. 

Several communities 
away, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
toured the Rockaways in a 
helicopter to assess the re-

covery from the devastating 
storm on the eve of its third 
anniversary.

After Sandy razed the 
Breezy Point community, 
Hellriegel tried to repair her 
home, but its foundation was 
completely destroyed, accord-
ing to FLASH.  

Breezy Point is a coopera-
tive community, where most 
properties are second homes 
and the owners had difficulty 
qualifying for federal funds. 

FLASH President and 
CEO Leslie Chapman-Hen-
derson said, “We are a non-
profit that brings private and 
public organization together 
and we work after disasters 
across the country.”  

FLASH is a consumer 
advocate for strengthening 
homes and safeguarding 
families from natural and 
man-made disasters. It col-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Days before Hurricane 

Joaquin was forecast to hit the 
city’s shores, state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo’s (D-Howard Beach) 
phone started ringing. It was 
his constituents, calling to say 
they were ready with packed 
bags and a evacuation plan. 

“They had packed to-go 
bags and they wanted the most 
recent evacuation plan,” Add-
abbo said. “Mentally and phys-
ically my people were ready 
and it was good to get a call 
from the mayor, the governor, 
and everyone involved to tell 
me they were ready, too.”  

Oct. 29 marks the third an-
niversary of when Hurricane 
Sandy  wreaked havoc across 
the city and the recovery pro-
cess has made major progress 
since 2012.  

The city’s Build it Back pro-

gram has made large strides 
in giving back an estimated 
$100 million to Sandy-affected 
communities over the past 
year, according to its progress 
report released last week. 

According to the city, Build 
it Back has quadrupled in ca-

pacity, nearly 5,300 reimburse-
ment checks totaling well over 
$100 million, nearly 1,900 con-
struction starts, and nearly 
1,200 construction completions 
to date, compared to none in 
all categories in early 2014.  

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Ed Hynes sat with his back 

turned to the ocean on a blus-
tery fall afternoon along the 
new Rockaway Boardwalk. 

“The city never did noth-
ing for this whole damn place 
until the storm. But now?” he 
said, surveying the sleek new 
one-mile stretch of continuous 
boardwalk. “This is unbeliev-
able, it’s really just unbeliev-
able.”

Sobrino, 82, from Breezy 
Point, has been coming to the 
Boardwalk since the 1950s, 
and he said that after decades 
of neglect, this is the best it’s 
ever looked.

Residents agree that 
whether for better or worse, 
the new boardwalk has little 
resemblance to its raggedy 
wooden predecessor. Designs 
call for sand berms to be 
piled between the 40-foot-wide 
boardwalk and the ocean. Ad-
ditionally, the city Parks De-
partment has agreed to install 
metal walls called baffles be-
hind the boardwalk to prevent 
sand and water from drifting 
onto the street during major 

storms.
The historic boardwalk, 

and much of the surrounding 
community, were devastated 
when Sandy tore through the 
peninsula on Oct. 29, 2012. The 

Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency designated $480 
million for boardwalk recon-
struction, nearly a million 
square feet of which had been 
destroyed by Sandy and tosses 

in chunks across the sand. 
From the sleek low-seating 

benches, to the ambulance 
trailers that look like space-
ships, the new boardwalk has 
a highly modern aesthetic.

“I think it has lost some 
of its character,” said Donald 
Sautner of Far Rockaway. “And 
to be honest, the construction 
took much too long.”

Parks has divided the proj-
ect into five phases and in-
tends to complete the entire 
project by Memorial Day 2017.  

In July Rockaway received 
another stretch of boardwalk. 
 The steel reinforced concrete 
deck spans Beach 97th Street 
to Beach 107th Street, joining 
up with the first stretch of 
opened boardwalk to give resi-
dents and visitors one continu-
ous mile of newly constructed 
boardwalk. 

“As a result of the de Bla-
sio administration’s push, the 
Rockaway Boardwalk will be 
continuously complete by Me-
morial Day 2016, with intact 
sections of the old boardwalk 

Build It Back, the city program for Hurricane Sandy-damaged commu-
nities, has given back an estimated $100 million over the past year, ac-
cording to a progress report released last week.  Photo by Michael Shain

Here is all that remained of the boardwalk in the Rockways two days after the Sandy hit in 2012.  
Photo by Frank Franklin II/AP

Boardwalk gets mixed reviews 
$480M reconstruction project in Rockaways slated to be completed in 2017

Build It Back cuts red tape 
for affected homeowners

Breezy Point property
untouched until now

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 51 Continued on Page 51
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BY MADINA TOURE

Although it has been three 
years since Hurricane Sandy, 
volunteer Marissa Bernowitz 
said a number of issues re-
main, including homes that 
need repair, disaster man-
agement and empty lots. 

Bernowitz, 28, became a 
disaster relief volunteer co-
ordinator, helping her Rock-
away Beach community after 
the superstorm destroyed 
parts of the peninsula. When 
the hurricane hit in October 
2012, she lost her home, a 
two-story winterized bun-
galow on Beach 111th Street 
and Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard, where she lived with 
her sons.

She is now living a few 
blocks down in an apartment 
building.  

“We were on a generator 
for about a year,” she said. 
“But I lost my apartment, two 
cars, my job and maybe three 
days after Sandy I said, ‘If 
nobody’s going to come out, 
we’re going to start using 
my social media and my net-
working.”

She and her sons ended 
up living with her mother, 
her stepfather, her four sib-
lings and her nephew in her 
mother’s apartment build-
ing, which is in front of her 
bungalow court, for more 
than a year and a half. She 
and her mother had the same 
landlord as they are part of 
the same property, but her 
mother’s apartment had less 
damage than hers, because it 
is on a higher floor.

Since then, Bernowitz has 
started the Free Flea Mar-
ket, served voluntarily as the 
Head Elf of Queens for the Se-
cret Sandy Claus Project and 
is a full-time volunteer board 
member at We Care New 
York Inc., where she oversees 
relief effort in Queens and 
other places. 

Disaster case manage-
ment agencies have been clos-
ing due to funding issues and 
the belief that there is not a 
need for aid, she said.

“Right after Sandy, they 
were overworked ... and there 
was funding available and 
programs available for fami-
lies that were recovering,” 
she said. “The majority of 
those agencies have since 
phased out their disaster case 
management programs.”

Three years after the 
storm, many people are still 
doubling or tripling up, stay-
ing with 
f a m i l i e s 
to avoid 
living in 
a shelter, 
she said. 

“ O n 
F r o n t 
S t r e e t 
it might 
look great, 
but if you look at side streets, 
there are homes that are still 
tilted over,” she said. 

Her 15-year-old brother 
was diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder 
and became agoraphobic fol-
lowing the hurricane, unable 
to go to school and leave his 
house or even his room.

Her family ended up get-
ting help for her brother 
from Doctors of the World 
USA, a free clinic set up in 
the Rockaways.

“He hasn’t been to school 
since Hurricane Sandy and 
it’s something that’s not dis-
cussed,” she said.

When Sandy hit, the city 
opened up Section 8 housing 
 for Sandy survivors through 
the Temporary Disaster As-
sistance Relief program, a 
Build it Back renters pro-
gram.

We Care New York is cur-
rently dealing with families 
who live in shelters through 
the city Department of 
Homeless Services system.

“At We Care, we have any-
where from 15 to 20 families 
that are sitting in shelters 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After Rockaway residents 
were stranded in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy, the 
Bloomberg administration 
introduced a subsidized ferry 
service from the peninsula—a 
service that ended in the first 
year of the de Blasio adminis-
tration. 

The Bloomberg administra-
tion started the ferry Nov. 12. 
2012  less than a month after 
the superstorm knocked out A 
line service to the Rockaways. 
Subway service was not re-
stored until May 2013

The rebuild included 1,500 
feet of washed out tracks, re-
placing miles of signal, power 
and communications wires, 
rehabilitation of two flooded 
stations and a weakened em-
bankment, all of which took 
months.

The A train 
shutdown left 
35,000 daily 
c u s t o m e r s 
without a di-
rect rail link to 
Manhattan, ac-
cording to the 
MTA. 

R e s i d e n t s 
of the Rock-

aways, who also rely heavily 
on bus service, were not only 
surprised at how quickly the 
ferry service came and went 
but also upset. 

Addabo said the ferry ser-
vice was subsidized and the de 
Blasio administration essen-
tially said the ridership num-
bers did not justify the cost.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz brought in statistics to ap-
pease the mayor and residents 
began protesting, but it was a 
losing battle.

Days after elected officials 
visited the Mayor’s office to 
keep the ferry, Rockaway resi-
dents watched workers taking 
the ferry landing apart. 

“[The mayor] pulls the fer-
ry service on Oct. 31, that Mon-
day at 7 a.m. they are disman-
tling the dock. And you really 
want to put salt in a wound—
it was incredible,” state Sen. 
Joseph Addabo (D-Howard 
Beach) said in an interview 
with the TimesLedger earlier 
this year. 

In February Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced that a wider 
ferry service to Manhattan 
from the Rockaways and from 
other parts of the city was set 

to launch in 2017. To many, the 
announcement came as a re-
lief of sorts.

Although the city has 
worked out a plan, many resi-
dents are not happy with the 
scheduling of the launch for 
2017. 

“For my Rockaway resi-
dents, they don’t believe they 
should have to wait that long 
and they are savvy. It was in 
full operation during Sandy, so 
we know it’s possible,” Addabo 
said in an interview this week. 
“They told me ‘we know 2017 is 
an election year.’” 

In 2012, ferry service de-
parted from Beach 108th Street 
and Beach Channel Drive and 
stopped at Pier 11 in Lower 
Manhattan with free transfers 
as the same cost of a one-way 
Metrocard, which was $2.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corporation is 
working with the de Blasio 
administration to launch the 
upcoming Citywide Ferry Ser-
vice. NYCEDC is expected to 
build ten new ferry landings, 
renovating six others, and se-
lecting an operator to run the 
service. The Citywide Ferry 
Service is slated to be fully op-
erational in 2018.

Citywide Ferry Service will 
launch in two phases across 
five points in the city.  The first 
phase of the service will begin 
on routes from  Astoria, South 
Brooklyn, and Rockaway by 
2017, while the Soundview and 

Lower East Side routes will be 
up and running in 2018. 

In a September Borough 
Board meeting at Borough 
Hall, the EDC gave the specif-
ics of the new ferry service line 
in the Rockaways. The EDC 
was the first group to launch 
the first ferry service pilot in 
the Rockaways in 2008. 

The EDC said it took les-
sons from the post-Sandy fer-
ry service in its plans for the 
Citywide Ferry Service. All 
vessels and landings will be 
ADA-compliant. 

“The service will be for 
seven days a week, from early 
morning until 10 p.m,” EDC  
Vice President and Director of 
Ferries James Wong said dur-
ing the board meeting. “And 
there is some flexibility there, 
too.”

The costs will be the same 
as a one-way Metrocard, $2.75.

“The actual ferry proposal 
was fleshed out more than 
before,” Addabbo said. “But I 
still differ with the mayor—
we could have done anything 
now, even the minimum for 
the Rockaways.”

Addabbo pointed out addi-
tional transportation propos-
als, such as reviving Rockaway 
LIRR line, were too expensive 
to construct, especially when 
the state and city are fighting 
over the MTA’s capital budget, 

“They have no intention of 
doing a Rockaway line—it just 
won’t happen,” he said.

Marissa Bernowitz 
Photo by Michael Shain

Beach 108th St. was the location of the ferry after Hurricane Sandy 
for Rockaway residents and it will become the permanent landing for 
Citywide Ferry Service due to start in 2017.  Photo by Michael Shain

Ferry not due till ’17
Isolated peninsula wants daily service restored next year

Volunteer concerned 
over still empty homes 

Continued on Page 51
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The meeting for Varied 
Internships Program, a non-
profit youth program, brought 
a dozen parents, former VIP 
participants, business par-
ticipants and supporters to 
downtown Jamaica last week 
to figure out a way to save the 
program after it lost federal 
funding this year. 

VIP is one of the dozen or 
so nonprofit youth programs 
across the city that found itself 
without funding from the state 
Office of Alcohol and Sub-
stance Abuse. Policy changes 
forced understaffed and over-
worked nonprofits such as 
VIP, which has served its com-
munity for 25 years, to apply 
for funds through a request for 
proposal -- something no one 
at VIP knew how to do.

Varied Internships Pro-
gram has workshops, men-
tors and employment for more 
than 100 participants annually 
while providing a stipend and 
travel costs. 

The deadline is Dec. 31 and 

the annual cost to run the pro-
gram is $250,000.

According to Professor 
James Blake, VIP’s founder, 
said it  would cost $50,000 for 
the program to continue until 
May. 

“For 25 years, we have been 
serving different youth over 
the years. We were approved 
funding,” Blake said. “Most 
people are hired to write grant 
proposals and are trained. We 
started writing it , but we had 
never done anything like this 
before.” 

VIP applied and got the pro-
posal rejected by a few points, 
then appealed the rejection. 
The appeal was also denied. 

A spokewoman from OA-
SES said all programs that “did 
not win a new contract under 
the Prevention [Requests For 
Proposals]  were awarded an 
additional six months of fund-
ing until Dec. 31 to allow time 
for transition planning and 
for seeking alternate funding 
sources.”

Blake said the fight to bring 
back funding has been noth-

ing short of complete frustra-
tion. In the last few month, he 
reached out to elected officials 
and the Cuomo administra-
tion for help, with little to no 
response. 

“We really took a big hit. 
I am really disappointed in 
our elected officials. I do this 
because what I want for these 
kids is what I want for my 

kids,” he said. 
Blake said he has not regis-

tered any participants because 
the program might shut down. 

Sitting in on the meeting 
was state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
who does not have jurisdiction 
over Jamaica, but could help 
find resources in Albany. 

“I cannot make any prom-

ises, but I am going to try my 
best,” said Weprin, whose 
brother Marks works as dep-
uty secretary of legislative 
affairs in Gov. Cuomo’s office 
after giving up his City Coun-
cil seat. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) did visit VIP office 
in August and promised  to 
help with finding a solution, 
according to Blake.  

For former VIP partici-
pants, the loss of the program 
was deeply felt. 

Andre Sterling, 18, from 
Springfield Gardens, said, 
“This is was my path to my 
first work experience. It may 
seem like a small program, but 
it impacts lives.”

Sterling is a senior at 
Thomas Edison high school 
and plans to attend CUNY’s 
City College to pursue a degree 
in computer science. Through 
VIP, he realized his love for 
software engineering and pas-
sion for community activism. 

Blake said VIP office was 
looking into private and public 
funding resources. 

Professor James Blake sits with supporters of the Varied Internships 
Program, based in downtown Jamaica, one of about a dozen nonprofit 
youth programs that recently lost state funding.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Nonprofi t prepares to fi ght for state funding
Varied Internships Program lost money after application process was changed  

AT THE SAMUEL FIELD Y

Early Childhood Programs

58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-6750 x246
TRICIA CAMPO 
Director
TCampo@sfy.org

3 & 4 YEAR OLDS
Interactive activities concentrating on building core skills.  

MATH          SCIENCE          WRITING          READING READINESS

ART          MUSIC          PHYSICAL FITNESS    .
Experienced, NYS Certifi ed Teachers

Individualized programming based on development & learning style through project-based activities.

DAILY SNACKS PROVIDED
(Lunch available based on program) 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Following the  $400 million renova-
tion of a major Kennedy Airport run-
way, the Port Authority has approved 
an additional $125 million for another 
major runway update and the addition 
of a new high-speed taxiway to help re-
duce airport delays.

Runway 4Right-22Left, which han-
dles nearly half the airport’s landings, 
will be the third runway to receive a 
major overhaul since 2010. It was last 
renovated in 2001 with some interim 
repairs made two years ago.  The as-
phalt runway will now be repaved.  

The second runway was completed 
in the first week of October at a cost of 
$400 million.

The third runway project will cre-
ate roughly 660 jobs, $43 million in 
wages and close to $200 million in eco-
nomic activity over its lifespan, the 
Port Authority said.

“Today’s investment at Kennedy 
Airport, like so many at all our air-
ports, greatly benefits the region’s 
economy by moving planes to and from 
gates more efficiently, enhancing safe-
ty and maintaining our infrastruc-
ture for the hundreds of thousands of 
people who fly through our airports 
daily,” John Degnan, Port Authority 
chairman, said.

The runway is 8,400 feet long and 
200 feet wide. In 2014 it handled 47 per-
cent of all arrivals at JFK and nearly 
95,000 aircraft operations. 

Port Authority said due to its heavy 

use, the runway has shown signs of 
wear.  The resurfacing will maintain 
a state of good repair, with additional 
improvements to enhance safety and 
reduce delays.

The work will require a full 90-day 
runway closure in 2017, but Port Au-
thority airport staff will work with the 
FAA and airlines to help reduce the po-
tential for delays on the airport’s other 
three operational runways. 

“With over 53 million passengers in 
2014, JFK is the busiest international 
airport in the country,” Scott Rechler, 
Port Authority vice chairman, said. 
“These investments will help reduce 
ground delays at the airport, as well 
provide for critical safety and state of 
good repair projects that are essen-
tial to maintaining JFK’s role as the 
gateway to the United States and the 
region.”

The project includes constructing a 
high-speed taxiway, a critical feature 
that will help reduce ground delays by 
allowing aircraft to exit the runway 
faster compared to the typical 90-de-
gree turn. Port Authority said getting 
planes off the runway seconds faster 
is cumulative throughout the day, al-
lowing for more frequent takeoffs and 
landings.

JFK International Airport serves 
more than 54 million passengers an-
nually and provides more than 278,000 
jobs as well as $14.1 billion in wages 
and generates about $39.3 billion a 
year in economic activity, according to 
the Port Authority.

Another $125 million was approved by the Port Authority for a JFK runway overhaul, which 
will create roughly 660 jobs.  Photo by Mark Lennihan/AP

JFK runway prepares 
for $125M overhaul

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’’S CHARACTER!!!!  
COSTUME CONTEST & PRIZE GIVE AWAYS 

† 
CCOMPLIMENTARY BUFFET / DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT  

† 
$20 COVER / MUSIC BY DJ NAROTIC 

 
101 CITY ISLAND, BRONX NY 10464 TEL 718-885-2570 

SCAVELLO’’S ON THE ISLAND  
PRESENTS…. 

FREESTYLE FRIGHT FEST  
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30, 2015 

DOORS OPEN @8PM 
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 
whose District 21 is home to 
Citi Field, hosted several of 
her colleagues at a Game One 
Watch Party at McFadden’s 
Tuesday night. The cavernous 
restaurant and saloon at Citi-
field was electric, jam packed 

with screaming 
Mets fans.

“I think this 
Mets team has 
p e r s o n i f i e d 
class and team-
work — they 
focus on each 
game,” Ferre-

ras said. As the first woman 
to chair the Council’s Finance 
Committee, Ferreras is mind-
ful of a city Economic Devel-
opment Corp. announcement 
Monday that each Mets playoff 
game at Citi Field will gener-
ate an economic impact of $11.6 
million for the city  . If the se-
ries goes all seven games, the 
total impact would be worth 
$46.4 million.

“As a Mets fan and the 
councilwoman, I want them to 
win this as quickly as possible 
and let the celebrating begin,” 
Ferreras said. “However, as 
the Finance chair, I hope it 
does go the distance because 
the city coffers could use the 
infusion.”

Nearby, Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker was decked 
out in Mets gear. He was the 
only elected official to stay for 
the entire 14-inning epic.

DenDekker was born and 
raised a Mets fan in Jackson 
Heights and he has fond mem-
ories of the last time the Mets 
won a World Series 29 years 
ago.

“I was the banquet manager 
at Dante’s Catering right out of 
college,” Dan Dekker said. “We 
had the game blasting in the 

kitchen and I would run room-
to-room updating the guests 
on what was happening. It’s 
great to see them back in the 
World Series especially for all 
the young people who barely 
remember their last time on 
the big stage in 2000.”

Borough President Melin-
da Katz attended the Ferreras 
Watch Party, one day after 
hosting the Mets pep rally at 
Borough Hall. 

BY MERLE EXIT

Gov. AndrewCuomo and 
Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon have 
added their names to the list 
of those placing bets on the 
World Series. If the Mets win, 
Nixon will wear a Mets jersey 
to work for a full day. If the 
Royals win, Cuomo will wear 
a Royals jersey to the office for 
a day.  

“From my hometown of 
Queens to stadiums across the 
country, this team has proven 
that they have what it takes 
to clinch the World Series, 
and I’m confident that is ex-
actly what they will do,” said 
Cuomo. “I thank Nixon for his 
participation in this friendly 
wager and think he will look 
great in blue and orange.”

“The Royals have earned 

their second-consecutive berth 
in the Fall Classic through 
strong pitching, discipline at 
the plate, spectacular defense 
and a dedicated fan base that 
is second to none,” Nixon 

countered. “Good as the Mets 
have been in the postseason, 
I don’t see them overcoming 
this playoff-seasoned team.”

If the Mets win, Cuomo 
will receive the following from 
Nixon: a commemorative jer-
sey from the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum (which is 
in Kansas City), a bag of 20th-
anniversary platinum-edition-
blend coffee from the city’s The 
Roasterie; world-famous bar-
becue ribs from Gates BBQ; 
and a FordF-150 baseball cap.

If the Royals win, Cuomo 
will send Nixon a hat from 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, ba-
gels from Jr’s Bagel Factory 
in Queens, original Anchor 
Bar wing sauce from western 
New York, Gianelli’s hot Ital-
ian Sausage from Central New 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mets fans are prepared to 

celebrate a World Series title 
and are filling the local bars 
to do so.

“I’m obviously excited and 
nervous, too,” said Flushing 
native Luis Sarmiento while 
watching Game 1 Tuesday 
evening at Brian Dempsey’s 
on Bell Boulevard in Bayside. 
“We have to win this. It’s been 
29 years now.”

He and other Amazin’s 
fans have been filling estab-
lishments around Queens 
during the team’s playoff run 
and did so again for the start 
of the World Series against 
the Kansas City Royals Tues-
day night. The Mets dropped 
the opener 5-4 in 14 innings, 
which tied for the longest 
World Series game ever.

While fans may not have 
been at the game itself, there 
was plenty of excitement and 
camaraderie to enjoy out 
with people who share their 
love for the Mets, who have 
not won it all since 1986.

“It’s been great,” said 
Andrea Paz, a Glen Oaks na-
tive and Mets season ticket 
holder.

 “We were singing ‘Meet 
the Mets’ earlier. We have a 
half hour to game time and 
we are already hyped up.”

Fans came out sporting 
Mets jerseys from Keith Her-
nandez to Carlos Beltran to 
Jacob deGrom. Other wore 
caps and National League 
Championship T-shirts. Paz, 
who was watching the game 
at Bourbon Street, was the 
most decked out. She had on 
Mets earrings to go along 
with a shirt and a Mets Hal-
loween wizard hat. The grow-
ing support for the team 
has been noticeable around 
Queens, at bars in Bayside as 
well as locations like McFad-

den’s inside Citi Field and 
O’Neill’s in Maspeth.   

“There is definitely a big 
bandwagon that comes along 
every time your city is doing 
well,” Flushing native Terry 
Singh said, sitting with friend 
Barry Fludgate at Dempsey’s. 
“I also think there are a lot of 
die-hard Mets fans that have 
something to stand up for 
again.”

Bar own-
ers said Mets 
fans supporting 
their team have 
brought an elec-
tric atmosphere 
to their estab-
lishments. They 
are enjoying the 
extra business. 

Dempsey’s was filling up 
45 minutes before the first 
pitch, Sullivan’s had pa-
trons in both its inside and 
outdoors area and all of the 
tables were filled downstairs 
at Bourbon Street.

“Business always increas-
es this time of year when one 
of the home teams is in it, 
but the Mets generally draw 
a bigger crowd,” said Peter 
Segrave, one of the owners 
of Bourbon Street. “This is a 
Mets town.”

The city has fallen in love 
with this Mets club because 
of its young pitching, led by 
deGrom and Matt Harvey, 
and its regulars like David 
Wright, Yoenis Cespedes, 
Wilmer Flores and Daniel 
Murphy.  

This group has already 
provided countless special 
moments this season. Mets 
fans are hoping for one more 
of the unforgettable variety.

“If they win it all, I cannot 
even think of an emotion or a 
word that would describe the 
exhilaration we are going to 
feel for them,” Paz said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has placed 
a bet on the World Series with 
Missouri Gov. Nixon  Mike Groll

At Bourbon Street on Bell Boulevard, Mets gear is the just the tick-
et for (l-r) Joanna Chappell, Hilary Weinberg, Jeremy Ruchames and 
Chris Butera.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l. to r.) Councilman Peter Koo, Borough 
President Melinda Katz, Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras, Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz, Asemblyman Michael DenDekker and Democratic 
District Leader George Dixon watch Game One of the World Series. 

Photo courtesy Chae No

Fans catch the game  
from bar stool spots

City, Mo. pols bet their best

Electeds party at Citi
Ferreras and crew celebrate Mets return to  World Series

Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 51
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R I C H M O N D 
HILL—Four sus-
pects are wanted in 
connection with food 
cart vendor robber-
ies in Richmond Hill 
and Brooklyn, police 
officials said.   

On Oct. 21, police 
said four men ap-
proached a food cart 
vendor after 11:30 
p.m. at Rockaway 
Parkway and Lef-
ferts Boulevard with 
a gun and demanded 
money. The suspects fled the location 
with $300, according to police.

The next day, the same four men ap-
proached a food cart vendor after mid-
night in front of 113-18 Liberty Ave. and 
before 3 a.m. approached another food 
cart vendor at Pitkin Avenue and Eu-

clid Avenue, demanding money after 
showing a gun, police said. The ven-
dors gave up an estimated $390 in total. 
Police described one of the suspects as 
a light-skinned Hispanic male and the 
other three as male blacks who possi-
bly fled in a light-colored minivan.

Bill de Blasio
Mayor of NYC

B. “Costanza” 
Clueless Candidate

Al “Rev” Sharpton
NYPD Commish

ON NOV. 3RD,
           LET’S NOT GO...

Melissa “Marx” Viverito
NYC Council Speaker

����NOW STARRING

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL

POLICE 

Blotter

LONG ISLAND CITY—Police from the 108th Precinct were looking for two 
suspects in a Long Island City assault that left one man shot early Sunday morn-
ing. The two men approached the victim near the Five Star Banquet at 13-05 43rd 
Ave. and tried to remove a gold chain, the NYPD says.

During a struggle, one of the suspects displayed a firearm and shot the 
29-year-old victim in his abdomen and thigh. A shot was fired at a second victim 
but missed, according to police.

The victim was transported to an area hospital in stable condition. The sus-
pects are described as black men between the ages of 19 and 25.

There have been no arrests and the investigation is ongoing. Police are ask-
ing anyone with information to call 1-800-577-TIPS.

SUNNYSIDE — A woman nearly 
lost her cell phone while she was 
speaking on it at the 40th Street No. 7 
subway station, police said. The inci-
dent occurred at 1:20 p.m. Monday as a 
man approached the 33-year-old wom-
an from behind and tried to snatch the 
phone, police said. 

The woman resisted and screamed 

and the man let go before fleeing on 
foot, according to the NYPD.

The suspect was described as a His-
panic man, 5-feet-6, 130 pounds. He was 
last seen wearing a gray waist-length 
hooded jacket with an orange liner, 
dark-color jeans and a plain dark-color 
baseball cap.

CORONA—A 26-year-old Murray Hill man was struck and killed by a No. 7 
train Saturday after he fell off the subway platform at the Junction Boulevard  
station, police said.

Alejandro Serrano-Ortega was found on the tracks at 1:30 a.m. with severe 
body trauma and emergency medical personnel declared him dead at the scene, 
according to the NYPD.

The investigation was ongoing.

Murray Hill man killed by 7 train: NYPD

Police said these four suspects robbed two food cart vendors 
in Richmond Hill and a food cart vendor in Brooklyn.  

Courtesy of NYPD

Police seek suspects in LIC shooting

Man tries to steal phone in Sunnyside: Cops

Suspects sought in food cart robberies
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DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES IN 
NEW YORK CITY. 
From � ghting for you on the steps of City Hall to 
turning your dreams into reality, we’re here to help 
you get the most out of life. Whether it’s great local 
discounts, rewarding volunteer opportunities or 
fun, informative events, we’re bringing you exciting 
things all across the � ve boroughs. If you don’t think 
Real Possibilities when you think AARP, then you 
don’t know “aarp.”

New York CityGet to know us 
at aarp.org/nyc

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

For over a year we have been 
working to get Forest Park to bet-
ter address public safety by clos-
ing the gates allowing access to 
the park. They have replaced the 
gates; however, their actions are 
still very inadequate. Access from 
the Myrtle Avenue gate is always 
possible. The gates remain open 
at all hours. There is no signage 
indicating that this gate should 
be closed or that vehicles cannot 
enter from the busy intersection. 

This is a major park and the 
closed Forest Park Drive is popu-
lated by children, joggers, bik-
ers, moms pushing strollers. It is 
an extreme risk to public safety. 
Vehicles enter the park often and 
come in close proximity to park 
patrons enjoying the park. This 
matter must be addressed. Gates 

must be kept closed at all times, 
signage must be placed at all 
gates indicating that gates should 
be closed and vehicles cannot en-
ter. The 102nd Precinct and Parks 
Department employees must 
close the gates behind them.

There have been over 50 311 

complaints to the Parks Depart-
ment over a multi-year period, 
but  the problem remains. This is 
a serious matter of public safety.  
Thank you.

 
Michael Moore

Kew Gardens
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The city buried another NYPD officer this week, 
the second son of Queens to die among the four po-
liceman gunned down in the past 11 months.

Officer Randolph Holder, who emigrated as a 
youngster and grew up in Far Rockaway, was on pa-
trol in East Harlem when he was shot to death as he 
investigated gang shootings in a housing project.  It 
was one of the most dangerous NYPD assignments.

Holder, 33, shared his Queens experience with Of-
ficer Rafael Ramos, 40, a resident of Glendale since 
childhood who was assassinated in Brooklyn in De-
cember. Officer Wenjian Liu, 32, died with Ramos as 
they sat in their patrol car. Like Liu, Holder felt an 
obligation to serve his adopted country. Liu was born 
in China and Holder in Guyana, but the immigrant 
dream burned bright in both young men.

And Holder, a third-generation police officer, 
shared that heritage with the fourth victim, Officer 
Brian Moore, 25, who was killed in Queens Village in 
May and came from a proud NYPD family.

Their four paths converged in a heart-breaking 
kaleidoscope of lives wasted at the hands of aberrant 
criminals. The multiple reflections of young men 
from vastly different cultures dedicating themselves 
to keeping fellow New Yorkers safe and following in 
the footsteps of their fathers were shattered.

Lawmakers and pundits have tried to assign 
blame for the killings: stop-and-frisk reforms, hostil-
ity toward cops after Eric Garner’s death and Con-
gress’ aversion to tougher gun laws

Now add to the debate bail and drug courts.
Tyrone Howard, Holder’s accused killer, has a rap 

sheet that includes more than a dozen drug arrests 
and jail time. But the drug addict and dealer was 
never convicted of a violent crime, although he was 
arrested last year as part of a drug gang.

When Howard was arraigned, the judge set bail 
at $35,000, presumably in the belief that Howard 
would not be able to raise that sum. Under state law 
the judge was not allowed to weigh whether Howard 
was a danger to the community. Setting bail was the 
judge’s only tool.

But Howard made bail and as a nonviolent offend-
er was deemed eligible for drug court, where he was 
sent to treatment, not prison. He missed court dates 
and was on the lam when the shooting occurred.

The state’s bail system must be overhauled to take 
into account the threat dangerous criminals pose to 
the community. On the other hand, Howard was the 
wrong person in the right program that has rehabili-
tated many drug abusers across the state.

This is small consolation to a city which has been 
greatly diminished by the loss of these four officers.

A CITY DIMINISHED

Make Forest Park a safer place

An unlocked gate in Forest Park.
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READERS WRITE

Our bail system is broken, 
and last week we learned how 
badly it fails to keep us safe.

Our entire city mourned 
after the murder of hero Police 
Officer Randolph Holder alleg-
edly at the hands of a lifelong 
criminal who should not have 
been walking the streets. Hold-
er represented the finest traits 
of our city - an immigrant who 
moved here for a better life and 
found it by keeping the rest of 
us safe. His death is a tragedy 
that requires action, so that no 
other officer or citizen suffers 
this fate in the future.

The man who is suspected 
of shooting Officer Holder, Ty-
rone Howard, is a career crim-
inal. As Mayor Bill de Blasio 
put it, most of Howard’s life 
was spent either in jail or com-
mitting crimes. At the time of 
the shooting, he had an open 
warrant for his arrest. Howard 
had missed several drug tests 
and court dates that were part 

of his mandated treatment in 
drug court. He had numerous 
previous drug convictions and 
had been arrested (although 
not formally charged or con-
victed) in a shooting in 2009. 
He was arrested in 2014 with 
18 other members of a violent 
drug gang in a Manhattan 
housing project.

Howard was clearly a hard-
ened criminal, and the judge 
who arraigned him likely 
noticed this. His bail was set 
at $35,000 --a hefty amount in 
the world of bail -- because 
the judge probably assumed 
he would be unable to afford 
this amount and would thus 
remain in jail -- off the streets 
-- until his trial.  It may seem 
odd that he was offered the op-
portunity to make bail at all 
rather than being remanded 
straight to custody until trial, 
if the judge believed Howard 
was dangerous and a risk to 
others in our community.

But New York state law, 
crazy though it may seem, cur-
rently does not allow judges to 
consider public safety, i.e., the 
dangerousness of the defen-
dant, when setting bail. As I 
heard time and again during 
my Courts & Legal Services 
Committee hearing on bail 
this past June, the only tool 
available to judges who have 
a potentially dangerous defen-
dant before them at arraign-
ment is to attempt to set bail 
so high that hopefully the de-
fendant can’t pay it. This is no 
way to run a criminal justice 
system, and no way to keep the 
public, and our police officers, 
safe. 

New York is by far an out-
lier in our nation: one of only 
three states where judges can’t 
consider public safety.

This is absurd, and it’s 
why I’m pushing, along with 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lipp-
man, Mayor Bill de Blasio 

and Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, for the state law to 
be changed. Judges must be 
able to consider whether a de-
fendant presents a risk to the 
public when they make a bail 
decision. We cannot constrain 
judges to only consider flight 
risk, when dangerousness is 
an even more important con-
cern.

We also need to keep dan-
gerous criminals out of our 
drug courts. These diversion-
ary programs are designed 
to get addicts into treatment. 
For those who complete the 
program, we see reduced re-
cidivism and changed lives. 
But some people simply aren’t 
good candidates for drug court 
because the risk to the public 
clearly outweighs the likeli-
hood that they will reform. 
That’s why the statute must be 
amended to include more pub-
lic safety considerations. 

The statute is currently too 

narrow, prohibiting only those 
with violent felonies from en-
tering the program. It needs 
to be broadened beyond this to 
maintain our city’s safety. The 
limitations for admittance 
must allow for other factors, 
including gang ties and com-
pliance with previous court 
orders.

These are crucial steps 
that we must take to prevent 
further tragedies and put cop 
killers behind bars. New York 
needs to get with the times and 
join the 47 other states that 
allow public safety consider-
ations in bail determinations. 
We simply cannot wait any 
longer.

City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillside)

Chair, Courts & Legal 
 Services Committee

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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We must take criminals off our streets

A hammy Big Bad Wolf (played by Doug Heaton) catch-
es up to Little Red Riding Hood (wife Kim) at the finish 
line of the Annual 5k Totten Trot in Bayside. 

Photo by Zerline Alvarez

Poncho the terrier (l) came to the annual Woofside 
Halloweeen Parade in Woodside this year dressed as 
a dinosaur,  an affectionate one as he kisses owner 
Jayme Boacher.  Photo by Julie Weissman

At the first Halloween Parade in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, this 
Corona  family went all out. They are (from r.) Jennifer, Rere, Hadyn 
and Frankie. Their mom is an EMS ambulance worker. 

Photo by MIchael Shain 

Queens brings out 
its ghoulish best
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W
e live in a society—
and an era—in which 
many middle-aged 
men define themselves 

by what they do, not for who 
they are. It is career success 
(and, of course, the salary and 
wealth that accompanies big 
jobs) that seems to be the brass 
ring for most. Corporations are 
all too happy to encourage this 
“work-first” mentality.

Sometimes this prioritiza-
tion can lead to lives that may 
be cash-rich, but soulless and 
tinged with regret. Work is ob-
viously a very important com-
ponent of life, but it should be 
a means to an end rather than 
the end itself.

That is why it was so re-
freshing that two of the most 

powerful men in the country 
recently put their family life 
before their professional pur-
suits. Vice President Joe Biden, 
perhaps the most transparent 
and authentic person in politics 
today, has suffered this sum-
mer through an unimaginable 
tragedy with the loss of his 
beloved 46-year-old son, Beau, 
to brain cancer. This loss only 
compounds the hurt in Biden’s 
heart—he lost a child four de-
cades ago (along with his first 
wife) in a car crash.

I remember being super im-
pressed by the young Biden’s 
reaction to the first horrific 
tragedy. The newly elected 
congressman from Delaware 
was suddenly a single father of 
two young boys who were now 
motherless. Biden decided to 
do something then that spoke 
volumes about his character 
and about his priorities: In-
stead of taking an apartment 
in Washington, D.C., during 
the week so he could pursue 
his political career, he took 
Amtrak home every night—

a very long commute—so he 
could put his sons to bed.

Biden’s lifelong dream was 
to become president of the 
United States. He ran unsuc-
cessfully two decades apart—
in 1988 and in 2008—and both 
times lost by a mile. He did, 
however, get to be a heartbeat 
away when a neophyte presi-
dential nominee named Ba-
rack Obama decided to go for 
an experienced partner and 
picked the senator from Dela-
ware to be his running mate.

Biden was a very loyal sol-
dier to Obama and to our coun-
try these past seven years. 
But then tragedy struck and 
Biden did what a man with his 
moral compass should do: He 
became the strong patriarch 
who shouldered his family’s 
profound grief. He comforted 
his surviving son, the griev-
ing widow of Beau, and the 
two grandchildren who would 
grow up without their father. 

Joe Biden would once again 
do the right thing and put fam-
ily before the quest for power. 

He would not try to run for 
president unless he knew 
that he and his family were 
sufficiently healed and ready 
for the rigors of a national 
 campaign.

And then there’s Wiscon-
sin Congressman Paul Ryan, 
who will likely become the 
speaker of the House, arguably 
one of the top four positions in 
Washington, D.C. The former 
VP candidate was reluctant to 
take on the consuming job of 
leading a fractious Republican 
delegation in Congress not just 
because he would have the un-
enviable task of keeping an un-
ruly mob together to keep gov-
ernment moving, but because 
he has four young children and 
he did not want to miss the most 
precious years of their lives. 

Although Ryan’s politics 
are often wrongheaded and 
his opposition to the Family 
Leave Act is reprehensible, it 
was great for him to remind 
us fathers around the country 
that we should always put our 
kids first. He made it clear that 

he would not allow the big job 
he was about to be awarded to 
get in the way of attending soc-
cer games or parent-teacher 
conferences or other vital par-
enting moments.

So, where do we go from 
here? Leaders such as Biden 
and Ryan should translate 
their priorities into legislation 
like a robust Family Leave Act 
that allows for widespread ma-
ternity and paternity leaves. 
Also, perhaps award tax cred-
its to businesses that provide 
day care for employees or tax 
incentives for businesses that 
allow greater “flex time” for 
employees who want to care 
for children, elderly parents or 
ill spouses.

We may be an economic 
power and not Denmark, as 
Hillary reminded us recently, 
but we can learn a lot from our 
enlightened friends in Scan-
dinavia. Government, corpo-
rations, and small businesses 
must become more family 
friendly.

Our kids can’t wait.

P
eek into any school on 
any day, and chances 
are you will see a little 
magic. Or a lot. I peeked 

into PS 347 on East 23rd Street 
in Manhattan last week and 
who should be there but Greg-
ory Jbara, star of stage (Billy 
Elliott’s dad) and screen (he is 
on “Blue Bloods”), reading out 
loud about some very scary 
carrots. 

Next to him stood an in-
terpreter signing every word, 
because this is the American 
Sign Language and English 
Lower School. 

“Jasper knew his parents 
were wrong. Creepy Carrots 
were real!” Jbara intoned as 
a group of about a dozen first 
graders sat at his feet on the 

rug, wriggling a bit, of course, 
but wide-eyed with interest.

“Where are the carrots?” 
Jbara asked the kids, pointing 
to a page of tombstones. 

“In the deadness!” yelped 
a little boy. “In the graveyard, 
yes,” Jbara nodded.

So what brought a Tony 
Award winner to a school 
where all the kids are deaf, 
hard of hearing, or “deaf-al-
lied” (that means children of 
deaf adults)? 

Facebook and fandom. 
Gary Wellbrock, the kids’ 

teacher, has always been a 
Broadway fanatic. He was a 
performing arts major back in 
the day. Now he has a doctorate 
in deaf education. But if you’re 
a theater fan and you work in 
New York City and you’re ac-
tive on Facebook, after a while, 
your worlds merge. 

So on July 3, just to see what 
would happen, Wellbrock post-
ed about an idea he’d been per-
colating. He called it “Broad-
way Books First Class.”

His idea was to invite 
Broadway performers to come 

to his first-grade class and 
read aloud a book. Why not? 
The city’s budget for arts edu-
cation had been dwindling. So 
here was a way to give the kids 
a glimpse of the theater world, 
and a hint of the gift that be-
longs to all New Yorkers: We 
live in the capital of the arts. 
Drink it in!

“I just posted, ‘Is anybody 
interested?’ And within hours, 
he was like, ‘Yes. I’m in,’ ” 
Welbrock recalled, nodding 
at Jbara. “I typed back, ‘That 
would be cool,’ but I was really 
running around like, ‘Oh my 
God! Oh my God!’ ” The two 
had never met, but here was 
Broadway royalty saying, “See 
you soon!”

By the Fourth of July, 
Wellbrock had four stars 
signed up. And now his grow-
ing list includes drag legend 
Charles Busch (should be a 
great class!), actress Alison 
Fraser (the stripper “Tessie 
Tura” in “Gypsy”), as well as 
Brooklynite Eden Duncan-
Smith, age 15, who starred in 
the “Lion King” on Broadway. 

She’s also in the movie “Mead-
owland” with Olivia Wilde and 
Luke Wilson. And she also 
happens to be a former student 
of Wellbrock’s.  

Like I said, if you’re in New 
York and love Broadway, your 
worlds will eventually merge. 

“Let’s thank Mr. Jbara,” 
said Wellbrock, as the actor 
closed his book. In addition 
to a chorus of audible thank 
yous, many hands waved in 
the air—the deaf equivalent of 
clapping. 

“Some of the kids want to 
grow up and become actors, 
too,” Wellbrook told him.

“I want to be a doctor!” 
shouted one boy.

“I want to be a slapper of 
things!” shouted another, pro-
ceeding to slap himself in the 
face until everyone told him to 
cut it out.

“Do we have any questions 
for Mr. Jbara?” Wellbrock 
jumped in.

“Have you danced on TV?” 
one kid asked.

“I have.”
“How do you make mov-

ies?” asked another, to which 
Mr. Jbara gave a kid-friendly 
description of a typical film-
ing day.

“Did you always want to be 
an actor?”

Bingo! That question sent 
Jbara back to the time he was 
exactly the same age as these 
kids. 

“We learned a song called 
‘Frosty the Snowman,’ and the 
teacher decided she wanted 
one of the students to dress as 
Frosty,” he told them. “Every-
body wanted to be Frosty, but 
the teacher decided it was ac-
tually going to be me.”

He looked a little misty, re-
calling his first gig. After all, 
it set the stage—as it were—
for the rest of his life.

The kids seemed to un-
derstand, and one came over 
wearing a bunny puppet on 
his hand, which he hopped up 
and down on Jbara’s arm.

“What’s this?” Jbara asked.
“A lion,” the boy replied.
First grade can be a magi-

cal time. Especially if there’s a 
teacher who makes sure it is. 

COLUMNS

Leaders show men the way to work-life balance

Broadway magic touches city students
Lenore 
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T
he Queens Village Re-
publican Club recently 
had its annual Colum-
bus Day dinner. Among 

the guest speakers was Joseph 
Concannon, a retired NYPD 
police captain who is running 
in a special election in the 23rd 
City Council district. He is on 
the ballot as the Republican, 
Conservative, and Reform 
Party candidate and facing the 

Democratic contender, Barry 
Grodenchik.

Since all the other city 
council races and citywide 
campaigns will be held in 2016, 
this is the only City Council 
seat open.

Scherie Murray, another 
Republican, is also running in 
a special election for state As-
sembly against Democrat Ali-
cia Hyndman. She addressed 
the guests. 

Although the election for 
mayor is two years away, can-
didates are starting to emerge. 
It would seem at this point that 
Mayor de Blasio may be in for 
a tough Democratic primary.

A Republican candidate 
who has announced his candi-

dacy for mayor also attended 
the Queens Village Club din-
ner and spoke to the assembled 
gathering. He is the Rev. Mi-
chael Falkner. Falkner found-
ed the New Horizon Church of 
New York in Harlem. He is also 
a former Jets football player in 
the NFL. Falkner spoke to the 
crowd about rebuilding the Re-
publican Party.

It is becoming the norm in 
many parts of the United States 
for candidates for public office 
to begin their campaigns, es-
pecially fund-raising, several 
years before the election. That 
is particularly true for high 
public office.

The presidential prima-
ries of 2016, which in all cases 

started at least two years be-
fore the general election, are 
quite unusual by American 
standards.

The Republican primary 
started with 17 candidates, al-
though now we are down to 15. 
The Democratic Party started 
with Hillary Clinton, and it 
was assumed that she would 
be the only candidate.

Vermont Senator Bernie 
Sanders entered the race, 
however. Few people took him 
seriously at first, considering 
that he is an avowed Socialist. 
Nevertheless, he has waged a 
strong race, has drawn large 
crowds and has cut into Clin-
ton’s poll lead in most places. 
Most of his supporters consid-

er him a serious contender.
The contest in the House 

of Representatives among Re-
publican congressmen for the 
lead position as speaker of the 
House is extremely important 
to how our federal legislation 
process proceeds during the 
next few years.

As I have indicated, 2016 
will be one of the most im-
portant presidential elections 
in our nation’s history. A lot 
of pressing national issues 
will be decided in the coming 
years.

Hopefully, citizens will 
turn out and vote in addition 
to many people participating 
in political campaigns.

T
he killing of an NYPD 
officer in East Harlem 
sent shock waves across 
the Guyanese communi-

ty in Brooklyn and Queens, as 
its members struggled to come 
to grips with the loss of Offi-
cer Randolph Holder, an im-
migrant from Guyana, whose 
family settled in Queens.  
Prior to joining the NYPD in 
July 2010, Holder served with 
the NYPD Auxiliary with the 
101st Precinct in Far Rock-
away.  He was third generation 
law enforcement, as his fa-
ther, Randolph Holder Sr., and 
grandfather served as police 
officers in Guyana.

 Holder and his partner 
were patrolling in plainclothes 
near the Wagner Houses in 
East Harlem Oct. 20, when 
he was shot pursuing Tyrone 
Howard, drug dealer and ad-
dict, who had been in and out 
of prison over the last decade.  
A repeat drug offender, How-
ard had been spared prison 
through a drug diversion pro-
gram, but had been a suspect 
in at least two shootings, offi-
cials said.

An advocate of community 
policing, Holder was assigned 
to Service Area 5, an area des-
ignated by the Housing Bu-
reau of the NYPD where offi-
cers work with public housing 
residents on safety and crime 
prevention.

Brooklyn Assemblywoman 
Roxanne Persaud (D-Canar-
sie) praised Holder for his 
commitment to “keeping our 
communities safe” and called 
for reform and a review of 
the criminal justice system, 
decrying “policies that al-
lows criminal to be out in the 
streets instead of in a criminal 
justice facility.”  Persaud also 
backed stronger gun control 
legislation and emphasized 
the need to “close the back 
doors on guns that are being 
brought into our city.”

Persaud, who won the 59th 
Assembly District seat in No-
vember 2014, is the first Guya-
nese elected official in New 
York City and represents a 
heavily Afro-Guyanese popu-
lation in Brooklyn.  Persaud 
said Holder was a resident of 
her district.

Little Guyana, in Rich-
mond Hill, mourned Saturday 
night with a vigil at the inter-
section of 103rd Avenue and 
Liberty Avenue, near Sybil’s 
Bakery.  With the neighbor-
hood sign draped in purple 
ribbons, the Indo-Caribbean 
community expressed their 

condolences and called for 
greater unity.  Organizers co-
ordinated with the office of 
state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Jamaica) to invite Rudolph 
Holder Sr. and his family, who 
arrived with a police escort.  
Kenrick Ross, executive direc-
tor of the Richmond Hill-based 
Indo-Caribbean Alliance, ex-
pressed “profound gratitude 
for [Officer Holder’s] courage 
and heroism in making our 
city safer and stronger.”

Richard David, of Com-
munity Board 9, noted “this 
tragic crime reminds us of 
the hundreds of thousands of 
Guyanese Americans who call 
Queens home and are com-
mitted to keeping our city the 
greatest place on earth.”  Da-
vid also railed against “rising 
crime” in the city.  “We can see 
it, we can feel it,” he said.

On Sunday night, organiz-
ers held a “Wake Night” for the 
slain officer at the St. Stephens 
Church Hall, on Newkirk Av-
enue, in Brooklyn.  The theme, 
“parting is gathering,” was in 
line with Guyanese tradition 
and was a celebration of life 
with “food, drinks and games.”

Since the shooting, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and other elect-
ed officials have walked a 
fine line, balancing campaign 
promises to reform New York 
City’s notorious bail and sen-
tencing system with prevent-
ing the release of potentially 

dangerous offenders.  Howard 
was suspected but never con-
victed in a 2009 shooting in 
East Harlem and was put into 
a drug diversion program 
after a drug arrest last year, 
officials said. Prosecutors de-
tailed his suspected involve-
ment in a 2011 sentencing, but 
as the charges were dropped, 
the shooting did not factor in 
the current judge’s decision 
to set bail at $35,000 and send 
Howard to drug diversion. 

In a joint statement with 
the mayor’s office, Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hill-

side) slammed the current 
bail system as “dysfunctional 
and dangerous,” sending low 
level offenders to Rikers, but 
precluding judges from con-
sidering the potential danger 
a defendant might pose when 
setting bail.  Bail is current-
ly assessed based on “flight 
risk,” but 47 other states for-
malize considerations for pos-
sible violent behavior.

Holder was scheduled to be 
buried in Guyana Saturday af-
ter his funeral Wednesday at 
the Greater Allen AME Cathe-
dral in Jamaica. 

COLUMNS

Setting out a vision for New York City’s future 

A community deals with an offi cer’s death
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The vigil for Officer Randolph Holder that took place at the triangle formed 
by Liberty Avenue and 103rd Avenue Photo by Richard Davis (CB6)
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Joe Concannon, the 
Republican, Conser-
vative and Reform 
party candidate for 

the 23rd District City Council seat, is currently 
the CEO of Integris Security Systems, a com-
mercial financial and identity theft protection 
service. After serving in the U.S. Air Force in 
his early years, he spent over 20 years as an 
NYPD captain and security clearance investi-
gator for the FBI. His experience also includes a 
master’s degree in public administration from 
the John Jay College of Criminal Justice and 
his service as deputy director of public safety 
under former Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

Barry Grodenchik, the Democratic candi-
date for the 23rd District City Council seat 
and former state assemblyman for Flushing, 
is currently on leave as the director of commu-
nity boards and parks for Borough President 
Melinda Katz. He previously served as deputy 
borough president under Helen Marshall and 
as chief administrative officer for former Bor-
ough President Claire Shulman. Grodenchik 
is also a longtime participant and supporter 
in the Queens Jewish communities. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in economics and history 
from SUNY-Binghamton.

Rebecca Lynch, the Working Families Party 
candidate for the 23rd District City Council 
seat, is the former assistant commissioner for 
community affairs in Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
administration. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
government from Colby College and is a former 
Democratic district leader in the city. The for-
mer executive officer of the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Democratic Club lost her bid for the Democrat-
ic nomination in the primary election for the 
Council seat. Although she is no longer run-
ning a campaign for the general election, she 

Who’s on the ballot 
in Tuesday’s election

Alicia Hyndman, the Democratic candi-
date for the 29th District Assembly seat, has 
worked in the education field for over 19 years 
with combined experience in higher education 
administration and as a board member and 
president of the Community Education Coun-
cil for School District 29. A longtime south-
east Queens resident, Hyndman was  an active 
member of Community Board 12 and active 
participant in the Rosedale Civic Association. 
Her platform targets education, services for 
seniors, homeowner protection and police re-
form. 

Scherie Murray, the Republican candidate 
for the 29th District Assembly seat, who was 
raised in southeast Queens, started her own 
advertising and production company. Scherie 
ran for City Council in 2009 and 2013 but lost 
both times to Councilman Richard Donovan 
(D-Laurelton). She was elected as district 
leader and state committeewoman for the 
29th District to the state Republican Commit-
tee in 2013. Her platform focuses on economic 
development, education reform, police rela-
tions and immigration reform.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Three candidates will face 
off Tuesday in the city’s off-
year elections to fill a vacancy 
left by Mark Weprin in the 
City Council’s 23rd District.

The eastern Queens dis-
trict runs from Bayside Hills 
and Queens Village east to the 
Nassau County line.

Only two candidates—
Republican Joe 
Concannon and 
Democrat Barry 
G r o d e n c h i k —
have been run-
ning campaigns 
since the Democratic primary 
in September, and have been 
squaring off in debates lead-
ing up to the general election. 

Rebecca Lynch, a former 
aide in the de Blasio adminis-
tration, will be on the ballot 
on the Working Families Par-
ty line. But she has not been 
running a visible campaign 
since losing in the Democratic 
primary. She has not publicly 
endorsed Grodenchik either.

Voters heard Concannon 
and Grodenchik hammer out 
the issues at a candidate forum 

hosted by the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association Tuesday and 
at a debate hosted by North 
Shore Towers the week before.

Concannon, a former 
NYPD captain, has centered 
much of his campaign on 
criticisms of the current City 
Council and Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s administration, calling 
for a change in leadership and 
for Council members to chal-

lenge the mayor 
on his positions 
and his goals. 
He expressed 
disappointment 
specifically with 

the way de Blasio handled an-
ti-police protests last summer, 
the creation of a bail fund for 
non-violent offenders and revi-
sions being implemented to the 
NYPD’s use-of-force policies.

Concannon said weak lead-
ership and these changes in 
policies have had, and will 
continue to have, a greater im-
pact on crime.

“This city is in a downward 
spiral. The mayor of the city of 
New York is a train wreck... If 
one more of my NYPD family 
has to fall in the name of Bill 

de Blasio, I’ve had it,” Con-
cannon said, referring to the 
shooting death of Officer Ran-
dolph Holder.

Grodenchik, a former state 
assemblyman, has focused 
much of his campaign on pro-
posing cost-effective solutions 
to the lack of public transporta-
tion options in the district.  He 

has also contended he would 
be an independent Democratic 
voice in City Hall, advocating 
for the needs of eastern Queens 
and speaking up against the 
mayoral administration.

Grodenchik said the dis-
trict is diverse and he would 
work tirelessly with any group 
to get something done.

“I know it and Joe knows 
it, because we have both been 
knocking on doors. This dis-
trict stretches a long way, and 
it’s complex but simple at its 
base,” Grodenchik said. “My 
opponent would have you be-
lieve the sky is falling on the 
23rd Council District—I as-
sure you it is not.”

Concannon said that as he 
has been campaigning across 
the district door-to-door, he 
has been told about several 
quality-of-life complaints. He 
claimed city agency responses 
to those complaints are not 
good enough. He has pledged—
if elected—to strengthen con-
stituent services in the office of 
the Council district to stream-
line those complaints and act 
as a record and a check when 
advocating for policy reform 

or better agency response.
Endorsed by former Mayor 

Rudy Giuliani Tuesday, Con-
cannon said he belongs to the 
same school of thought—that 
low-level crimes must be pros-
ecuted to prevent more violent 
crimes from occurring, and 
that agency leaders must be 
held accountable.

Grodenchik disagreed with 
the complaints Concannon 
said he found among their po-
tential constituents, saying 
he has heard mostly positive 
remarks while campaigning. 
He said that although the city 
is Manhattan-centric and ser-
vices may be disproportion-
ate, it only requires a strong 
advocate to make things like 
education reform, public 
transportation work better in 
favor of eastern Queens. Just 
the same, he said it is unjust 
that taxes are so heavy on sin-
gle-family homes or co-ops and 
condominiums when people in 
the area do not receive their 
fair share of city services. 

To fix it requires persis-
tence, which Grodenchik said 
he learned early in his politi-
cal career..

City Council District 23 candidates 
Joe Concannon (l.) and Barry 
Grodenchik shake hands after a 
debate at North Shore Towers. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

Concannon and Grodenchik square off Nov. 3
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*Oil prices as of August 2015. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15550

Oil  |  Heating  |  Cooling  |  Duct Cleaning

petro.com petro mobile connect on

HEATING OIL
SAVE NOW

Call for special offers! 877.358.2186

•  Oil prices at  
near 5-year lows*

•  Ultra Low Sulfur  
Bioheat/Fuel

•  24/7 service and  
support in any weather

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY TOM MOMBERG

Three county Supreme Court jus-
tice seats and three Civil Court justice 
seats are up for grabs on Election Day 
next Tuesday, with Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown also seeking 
re-election to what would be his sixth-
consecutive full term.

All registered Queens voters will 
be eligible to vote in any three of the 
races, but most of the votes will like-
ly be cast in eastern and southeast 
Queens, where off-year Assembly and 
City Council races are going to get the 
greatest turnout. 

Queens County Supreme Court 
Justices Martin Ritholtz, Peter 
O’Donoghue and Duane Hart are seek-
ing re-election, squaring off against 
Brooklyn attorney Anthony Caronna 
in an attempt to retain their incum-
bent judgeships. 

Ritholtz, who is running on Demo-
crat, Republican and Conservative par-
ty lines, was first elected to a civil term 
for the judgeship in Queens County in 
2002. He began his career as a clerk of 
the Justice Ministry of Jerusalem in 
Israel while finishing his law degree 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem School of Law, where he graduated 

in 1974. He 
got his B.A. 
from Colum-
bia College 
in Manhat-
tan in 1968.

O’Donoghue, running on Demo-
cratic and Conservative party lines, 
was also first elected to the county Su-
preme Court in 2002, prior to which he 
had served as a city Civil Court judge 
since 1996. He received his law degree 
from St. John’s University before seek-
ing a judgeship.

Hart is running only on the Demo-
cratic Party line, having served as a Su-
preme Court judge alongside Ritholtz 
and O’Donoghue since he was elected 
in 2002. He was appointed as judge to 
the city Civil Court in 2000 following 
his graduation from Howard Univer-
sity Law School in Washington, D.C.

Caronna, running on a Republi-
can ticket to replace one of the three 
justices, set up his private practice in 
Downtown Brooklyn 22 years ago and 
is a graduate of Brooklyn Law School.  

Queens County Civil Court Judge 
Maureen Healy is the only candidate 
in the civil court race seeking re-elec-
tion. But five other attorneys are in the 
running for three judgeships up for 
grabs, including Healy’s. She is run-
ning on the Democratic line.

Healy has served in her position 
since 2006, following her election 
the year before. She got her start in 
Queens as a principal law clerk to a 

justice of the Queens County Supreme 
Court from 1992 until she was elected. 
She is a product of St. John’s College 
and St. John’s Law School in Maryland 
in 1975.

The other five candidates are at-
torneys Joseph Kasper, who ran un-
successfully for a seat on the Queens 
County Supreme Court in 2009 and 
again in 2011, Kevin Hanratty, Michael 
O’Reilly, Laurentina McKetney Butler 
and Ushir Pandit-Durant.

Kasper, a product of St. John’s Uni-
versity School of Law, is an Ozone Park-
based family and criminal lawyer with 
his own private practice. 

Hanratty, an attorney with a private 
practice as well as a state-certified pub-
lic accountant and compliance officer 
for JPMorgan Chase, is a graduate of 
Fordham Law School. He studied busi-
ness administration and accounting at 
CUNY-Baruch College before that. 

O’Reilly, of the Manhattan firm 
O’Reilly Stoutenburg Richards LLP, 
specializes in commercial litigation, 
corporate disputes, intellectual prop-
erty, family law and litigation. He re-
ceived his law degree from Fordham.

Kasper, Hanratty and O’Reilly are 
running on the Republican, Conser-
vative and Working Families party 
lines.

Butler is currently a principal law 
clerk for the state Unified Court Sys-
tem and has a degree from New York 
Law School. He is a Democratic candi-
date.

Pandit-Durant is currently an assis-
tant Queens DA who also has a degree 
from New York Law School. He is also 
running as a Democrat.

Queens DA Brown is running un-
opposed for another four-year term. 
He was appointed to fill a vacancy in 
1991 and was elected and re-elected 
five times to be the county’s longest-
serving DA.

Three Queens County Supreme Court justice 
seats and three Civil Court justice seats are 
up for grabs on Election Day Nov. 3

 Borowide elections 
set for court justices
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gREAT CARE DOESN’T JUST COME IN ONE LANGUAGE.
New York Hospital Queens is now NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens. It seems only 

natural that this hospital in the city’s most diverse borough become a part of the

#1 ranked hospital in New York. Learn more at nyp.org/queens.
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Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary  
Home Hospice

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique and 
comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not only the 
physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional relief, to both 
the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time 
when people are most vulnerable, when attempting to move between home 
and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most other programs and services, 
Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the Calvary Family of 
Care,” they are cared for and guided to wherever and whenever they need to 
be – in their own home, in a select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold 
their hands at each step along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of 
Care, and is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The winner of the seat held 
by former Democratic Assem-
blyman William Scarborough 
in southeast Queens will be de-
cided in next week’s election.  

The position in Assembly 
District 29—which covers 
Hollis, Jamaica, St. Albans, 
Laurelton and Rosedale—
opened up when Scarborough 
resigned in May 
after pleading 
guilty to state 
and federal cor-
ruption charges.

The Demo-
cratic candidate is Alicia 
Hyndman, who has been presi-
dent of the District 29 Com-
munity Education Council for 
four years, but has served the 
council for almost a decade. 
Hyndman announced her 
candidacy in June and was 
endorsed by major Democratic 
elected officials and district 
leaders, including former City 
Councilman Archie Spigner.

On the Republican side, 
Queens GOP leaders have cho-
sen Scherie Murray, a member 

of the Republican State Com-
mittee. Murray founded the  
Esemel Group Inc., a televi-
sion production and advertis-
ing company. She also ran in 
City Council elections in 2008  
and 2013. Murray will also be 
running on the Reform Party 
ticket in this election. 

There was no primary elec-
tion because each candidate 
was unopposed in her own 

party.
For the first 

time in the histo-
ry of the district, 
two African-
American wom-

en are running for the Assem-
bly seat. The last woman to 
hold the Assembly seat for the 
29th District was Cynthia Jen-
kins, the first black woman 
ever elected in the district. 

Southeast Queens has a 
rich, diverse political history. 
In the middle of the national 
civil rights movement and a 
major push by the NAACP’s 
Jamaica branch, the district 
became the fourth city bor-
ough  to elect a black assem-
blyman, Kenneth Brown, in 

1964. He eventually  left the 
Assembly seat to become the 
first African-American judge 
in Queens County.

 After one term,  Brewer lost 
his seat in 1968 to Democrat 
Andrew Jenkins, who was 
subsequently convicted of fed-

eral corruption charges. Then, 
Cynthia Jenkins (no relation 
to her predecessor) held the 
position for 12 years before be-
ing defeated by Scarborough  .

Scarborough was chal-
lenged twice by Republican 
candidate Everly Brown, a 

businessmanwho lost by a 
large margin in each race . 

District 29, which is heav-
ily Democratic, has not fielded 
a Republican candidate for the 
Assembly seat since 2002. The 
last time a Republican won 
an election in the area was in 
1965, when the district map 
was much more different.

 Jenkins, a librarian and 
civil rights activist, had the dis-
trict map lines redrawn after 
winning a Supreme Court case 
to include more African-Ameri-
can voters—setting the area up 
for Democratic reign because 
there were far more registered 
Democrats than Republicans.   

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Scherie Murray (l.) and Alicia Hyndman debate at Robert Ross Johnson 
Family Center in St. Albans. Photo by Sadef Ali Kully

Two women vie for Scarborough’s seat 

For information on 
poll locations and 

hours, please go to
nyc.pollsitelocator.com
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

2 PIROUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 VIGNETTE® MODERN ROMAN SHADES 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

4 DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

4 SOLERA® SOFT SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

Time to decorate  
your windows for 
the holidays!
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of stylish 
Hunter Douglas window fashions. Ask for details.

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/15 – 12/7/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product 
models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of 
Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly 
fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter 
Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY BILL PARRY

Don Cato knows a quality filmmak-
er when he sees one. The co-founder of 
the Queens World Film Festival is one 
himself, having won a Silver Medal at 
the Cannes Film Festival in 1974.

That’s why Cato was excited last 
Friday when Frederick Wiseman 
screened his latest documentary “In 
Jackson Heights” before a crowded 
auditorium at PS 69 ahead of the film’s 
U.S. premiere at Film Forum in Man-
hattan Nov. 4.

“The man is a master. He’s curious 
and patient and I think that’s admira-
ble,” Cato said. “He’s captured the es-
sence of what Jackson Heights is now 
and there’s no narration. He allows the 
people to explain and that’s the beau-
ty.”

The 85-year-old Wiseman has a 

“fly on the wall” style that he uses to 
great effect so the viewer sits in on a 
meeting of the gay seniors’ support 
group SAGE convening at the Jackson 
Heights Jewish Center. There are sev-
eral visits to houses of worship, while 
a segment follows Colombian soccer 
fans during the World Cup. The film, 
shot over nine weeks in the summer of 
2014, is a celebration of the neighbor-
hood’s diversity, where 167 languages 
are spoken, according to Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
who appears throughout.

“I have to tell you, I loved, loved, 
loved, loved, loved this film to death,” 
Dromm said. “I’ll be seeing it 10 more 
times in the next few weeks.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

A federal judge has given final ap-
proval to landmark federally mandat-
ed reforms at Rikers Island. 

U.S. District Judge Laura Taylor 
Swain’s decision ends four years of 
litigation over alleged abuses at the 
prison and paves the way for the instal-
lation of 8,000 surveillance cameras, a 
federal monitor and stricter policies 
governing when officers can use force.

“The settlement provides an im-
portant example for other correctional 
systems around the country,” the judge 
said, calling the settlement between 
the city, the Justice Department and a 
group of inmates “ground-breaking.”

U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara, who 
joined the class action lawsuit last 
year, said, “For too long, a culture of vi-
olence has prevailed at Rikers Island, 

denying those within its walls the 
protection of the Constitution, rights 
to which all in this country, including 
prison inmates, are entitled.”

A city lawyer told the court that 
reforms are “already underway.” Com-
missioner Joseph Ponte, who took over 
the Department of Correction in April 
2014, is in charge of those reforms.

“We are pleased that the judge has 
approved the settlement and are sat-
isfied that it meets the interests of all 
parties,” Ponte said. “Our comprehen-
sive program of reform of DOC is well 
underway, and we pledge to work close-
ly with the federal monitor to further 
establish a culture of safety at DOC.”

 Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (R.) introduces film director Frederick Wiseman at a commu-
nity screening of his new documentary "In Jackson Heights." Photo courtesy Rodrigo Carvajal

Judge OKs Rikers reform

Jax Hgts. fl ic is a hit

Christ the King High School students participated in CK’s Annual Walkathon, 
where students helped raise money for various school clubs. The day began in 
the school’s gym, where students ran relay races against the faculty as well as 
Basketball shoot outs.  Afterwards, students proceeded outside and walked 
5K for the clubs and activities of their choice.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students Participate
in Annual Walkathon

Photos courtesy of Harisch Studio

Pumpkin Patch

Presents 

Halloween 2015 Family Fun Day 
Saturday, October 31 

41st Ave By the Bayside LIRR 
(Between Bell Blvd and 213th Street) 

Noon - 5 PM 

For Information and Details

BaysideBID                /Baysidevillagebid 

 W: www.baysidevillage.net P: 718-423-2434  E:info@baysidevillagebid.com

Rides

Contests
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ce 
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Eneslow
The Foot Comfort Center

470 Park Avenue South @ 32nd St. New York, N.Y.    (212) 477-2300
1504 Second Avenue @ 79th St. New York, N.Y.    (212) 249-3800

eneslow.com

We invite you to visit Eneslow Little Neck and let our  
Professionals measure your feet, then slide them into  

a pair of SAS soft leather comfort shoes. The Sales Tax is on us. 
Experience SAS at Eneslow –  you’ll be glad you did!

Bout TimeVTO Ambassador

Men’s Men’s

Free Time Metro

Women’s Women’s

Crissy

Eneslow will pay 
the sales tax  
on your next 

Purchase!
Eneslow

The Foot Comfort Center
Little Neck  (718) 357-5800

Offer valid with this coupon only. Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. No adjutments on prior purchases. Offer expires 12-11-15

249-38 Horace Harding Expy., Little Neck, N.Y.  
(Next to Duane Reade) FREE Parking in Rear    (718) 357-5800

Eneslow will pay the 
sales tax on your next

             Purchase!
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BY MADINA TOURE

Professionals spanning the fields 
of education, banking and finance 
spoke about navigating their careers 
and the challenges women face in the 
workforce at the 28th annual World of 
Working Women Conference hosted by 
the Center for the Women of New York 
in Flushing last week. 

The panel discussion, held at the 
Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel at 135-
20 39th Ave., featured Audra Fordin of 
Great Bear Auto Shop; Cassidy Can-
zani, a senior economist in the New 
York Office of Economic Analysis and 
Information, Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics  ; Moses Ojeda, principal of Thomas 
Edison Career and Technical Educa-
tion HS; Regina Olff, coordinator of 
the Retiree Learning Center Programs 
of the UFT; Mallory Trachtenberg, a 
program analyst for the Labor Depart-
ment’s Women’s Bureau; and Gina 
Bolden-Rivera of Flushing Bank. 

Roz Liston, editor of the TimesLedg-
er Newspapers, moderated the panel. 

The panelists fielded questions 
about how to encourage women to 
step into fields such as STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, math) 
where women are historically under-
represented, cultural views on gender 
norms and how women can avoid be-
ing treated differently because of their 
gender in the workplace. 

A number of students from Thomas 
Edison HS attended the panel dis-
cussion. Ojeda, who graduated from 
Thomas Edison in 1993, has revamped 
information technology and career 
and technical education at the school, 
said the organization’s mission reso-
nates with him. 

“As a teacher, I had female students 
who loved working on computers and 
their parents would say, ‘No, that’s not 
the field for you. That’s for a boy, that’s 
for a man. You’re going to go into medi-
cal. You’re going to go into business’ 
and it would crush me to see that they 
were unhappy,” he said. 

The boys from Edison readily ad-
mitted that they were often outshone 
by the girls, particularly in the highly 
competitive robotics class.

Fordin, a fourth generation auto 
shop repair owner, said she strives to 
bring more women into her industry. 

“The auto industry is a lucrative in-
dustry that ‘women auto know’ about,” 
she said, referring to her website. 

A young Edison student wearing 
a headscarf said she was interested 
in going into auto mechanics, but her 
traditional parents actively discour-
aged her. Her dilemma kicked off a 
lively discussion among panelists, the 
audience and the students about how 
to educate parents on changing gender 

roles. One woman suggested a public 
service ad campaign.

One of the male students asked the 
panelists if any of them had failed and 
how they moved on.

  Ann Juliano Jawin, the center’s 
founder and chairwoman, said she ran 
for public office twice and did not win, 
but the experience gave her valuable 
life skills. 

“Learning how to speak in pub-
lic, holding people’s attention, getting 
money out of them and also the respect 
of the other people in the field because 
when you run for office, you know how 
tough it is,” Jawin said.

Bolden-Rivera said life is a “build-
ing block,” noting the exposure she has 
gotten from working at a small bank. 

“Think about your own passion and 
what allows you to do that passion,” 
she said.

State Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) said he and the 
organization “go back many, many 
years.” When he was a councilman, he 
gave $900,000 to the center toward the 
renovation of the landmarked building 
in Fort Totten which the center plans 
to occupy after being forced to move in 
2002 to make room for a city Fire De-
partment facility. 

“The Center for Women of New York 
does such a great job helping women in 
need and there is no question that there 
is a tremendous need,” Weprin said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Gina Bolden-Rivera of Flushing Bank speaks 
to Thomas Edison HS students following the 
panel. More photos on Page 30.

Women’s conference  
offers career advice   

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2016. DON’T MISS OUT!

For additional locations near you, call: 
1.866.986.0356  •  TTY: 711

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 
After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

MetroPlus is a HMO with a Medicare Contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. 
La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service 
number at 1.866.886.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday 8 A.M. – 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta 
información se encuentra disponible en otros idiomas sin costo. Por favor, comuníquese con nuestro número de servicios al cliente llamando al 1.866.886.0356 y al número 
TTY 711, de lunes a sábado, de 8 A.M. a 8 P.M., domingos y feriados servicios de contestación médica 24/7: 1.800.442.2560. H0423_MKT1288 Accepted 10072015

1 9 8 5 - 2 0 1 5

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

Queens Hospital Center

82-68 164th Street
Jamaica, Queens

Geriatric Conference Room, Grnd. Floor
November 10

9:00A.M. to 11:00A.M.

Rochdale Community Center

169-65 137th Avenue
Jamaica, Queens

Auditorium
November 11

10:30A.M. to 12:00P.M.

Elmhurst Hospital Center

79-01 Broadway
Elmhurst, Queens

A1-22 (1st fl oor)
November 12

9:30A.M. to 11:30A.M.

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

Privacy PVC

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Visit Us Online At www.Amendolas.com

Residential & Commercial Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Amityville

(631) 842-7800
1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

Aluminum Railing PVC Railing Two Tone Cedar  PVC

Custom Wooddd

Free 
“At Home”
Estimates†

See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing available on approved credit.  Financing and 
discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. 

License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.
WE NEED YOUR DEAL!
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BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 and the 
Flushing BID have expressed 
reservations about the up-
coming Q44 Bronx-Flushing-
Jamaica Select Bus Service 
route project, which the city 
Department of Transportation 
says has already started. 

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency started to install white 
lane markings for the bus 
lanes two weeks ago and that it 
expects the red paint for “Only 
Bus” lanes to begin in the next 
two weeks.

The spokesman said a bus 
lane will be installed on Main 
Street between 60th Avenue 
and 41st Avenue/Kissena Bou-
levard and that the DOT and 
the MTA expect the project to 
be completed this fall. 

At the end of September, 
32 CB 7 board members voted 
against the implementation 
of the route. Two voted for the 
proposal and one abstained 
due to a conflict of interest.

One of the concerns was a 

loss of parking spaces, which 
would have a substantial ef-
fect on the business commu-
nities of Queensboro Hill and 
downtown Flushing.

CB 7Chairman Gene Kelty 
said he has voiced his frustra-
tions with City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and 
that the board noticed the new 
dash markings on 41st Road 
and Main Street by its office.

“They just seem to repave 
certain sections of Main Street 
and they now redid all the 
markings,” he said. “It looks 
like they’re moving straight 
ahead.”

The Q44 SBS will replace 
the Q44 limited bus, following 
its route from Merrick Boule-
vard in Jamaica to the Bronx 
Zoo.

In a letter dated Sept. 29 to 
MTA Chairman Thomas Pren-
dergast, Kelty said he received 
an email from the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
also known as the Flushing 
BID, detailing the impact the 

bus route would have on the 
local business community. 

Kelty also wrote that he re-
ceived a petition against the 
route from each of the busi-
nesses in Queensboro Hill.

The DOT’s plans to start 
a capital reconstruction to 
widen the sidewalks in the 
downtown area would narrow 
the roadbed and, along with 
the exclusive bus lane, would 
worsen traffic congestion. 

The Flushing BID sent a let-
ter to CB 7 and elected officials 
about three weeks ago arguing 
that the new route will push 
traffic onto the side streets. 

Dian Yu, the Flushing 
BID’s executive director, said 
the bus lane has been imple-
mented on part of Main Street 
from Northern Boulevard all 
the way down to Horace Hard-
ing Expressway, noting that 
machines have been added to 

the Q44 stop.
He said the only area where 

it has not been done is from 
38th Avenue to 41st Avenue 
because that is the part where 
that will be redrawn. 

“We are concerned that by 
having this bus lane, we will 
scare away the people who 
normally come to downtown 
Flushing to shop because 
downtown Flushing is a busi-
ness district where the busi-
nesses rely on people to drive 
to downtown Flushing and 
shop,” Yu said.

Koo said his office has 
worked with the DOT to ensure 
that the majority of the parking 
spaces are retained through 
offset bus lanes and noted that 
traffic congestion will intensify 
in the area in the future.

“SBS has a track record of 
improving traffic conditions 
in other parts of the city, so 
I’m willing to give it a try in 
downtown Flushing as long 
as the city remains coopera-
tive about community engage-
ment,” he said in a statement.

The Q44 Select Bus Service route will run along Main Street in Flushing.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Civic leaders reject Q44 Select Bus Service route
C 7, Flushing BID fear traffi c changes will hurt businesses in downtown area

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY BILL PARRY

The MTA will be add-
ing trains to 12 subway 
lines in June to cope 
with a surge in ridership, 
which saw an average 5.6 
million riders a day last 
year, and an anticipated 
population increase be-
cause of major residen-
tial construction. 

N train riders will 
benefit with an extra 
train on weekdays be-
tween 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., 
which will slash wait 
times from 10 minutes to 
7.5 minutes.

The M line, which 
runs through Jackson 
Heights, Astoria and 
Long Island City, will 
also get an extra train on 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. The E train, 
which runs through 
Jackson Heights and 
Long Island City, will get 
two extra trains running 
on weeknights from 8 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

“People want to live 
or work in places that 
are readily accessible by 
mass transit, and New 
York City Transit must 
take new real estate 
trends into account to 
help these areas thrive,” 
NYC Transit Interim 
President James Ferrera 
said. “Making these ser-
vice changes wherever 
we can lets us make the 
best use of existing re-
sources as we expand to 
keep up with private sec-
tor development. Howev-
er, our subway system is 
more than a century old 
and even where we are 
aided by new technology, 
we are still limited by 
the overall age and con-
dition of the system and 
the maintenance that 
is needed to run trains 
safely.”

The changes will cost 
$5.8 million annually 
and have been included 
in the 2016 operating 
budget. 

Meanwhile, the N/Q 
line to Astoria will re-
ceive basic train infor-
mation screens in 2016 
and eventually time-
to-station countdown 
clocks by 2020. The up-
graded system will in-
clude visual and audio 

announcements and will 
inform train riders on 
the relative position of 
an approaching train up 
to two stations away.

“The five stations be-
tween Queensboro Plaza 
and Ditmars Boulevard 
already have audio an-
nouncements,” MTA 
spokesman Kevin Or-
tiz said. “We’ll improve 
upon that with screens 
that will provide riders 
with more information 
about when trains are 
approaching.”

The project represents 
the next step forward in 
improving the commu-
nication network at sub-
way stations in western 
Queens, accompanying 
the real time informa-
tion and automated an-
nouncements state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) first brought to N 
and Q subway stations in 
the fall of 2013.

“I am pleased the 
MTA will be making the 
daily commute of N and 
Q riders easier,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “Up-
coming train announce-
ments were a great idea 
when first introduced, 
and although it has tak-
en some time, I am glad 
to see that all of western 
Queens will be able to 
enjoy Real Time Infor-
mation. There is a con-
tinuous need for service 
improvements and I hope 
this is a sign of things 
to come for Astoria and 
other rapidly developing 
western Queens neigh-
borhoods.”

Service to improve
on N/Q subway line

* The Introductory Interest Rate and Annual Percentage Yield (APY) are accurate as of the date of publication. The interest rate is 
good for 90 days from the date the account is opened. After 90 days, the interest rate will revert to the standard variable rate. 
The minimum balance to open the My Community Platinum Money Market Savings account is $5,000. The My Community 
Platinum Money Market Savings account must be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the Bank. The account is 
a tiered rate account. The promotion applies to those tiers listed with daily balances of $5,000 and above. The Annual Percentage 
Yields (APYs) are as follows: For daily balances between $1.00–$4,999.99, the APY is 0.01%; for daily balances between 
$5,000–$24,999.99, the APY is 0.41%; for daily balances between $25,000–$49,999.99, the APY is 0.49%; for daily balances 
between $50,000–$99,999.99, the APY is 0.60%; for daily balances between $100,000–$499,999.99, the APY is 0.60%; for 
daily balances $500,000 and over, the APY is 0.60%. As required by regulation, the stated APYs are blended APYs that combine 
the Introductory APY with the standard APY. The stated APYs apply to the entire balance of the account. Account subject to certain 
transaction limitations. Rates may change at any time before or after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. There will 
be a fee if your account is closed within 180 days of opening. Please talk to a branch representative or ask for our fee schedule 
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

$5,000 minimum to open$5,000 minimum to open

More trains and an im-
proved train announcement 
system await N and Q train 
riders next year that will 
make commutes easier. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan 
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Working women address their challenges

Attendees ask questions at last week’s 28th annual World of Working Women Conference, hosted by the Center 
for the Women of New York at the Sheraton Hotel in Flushing.  Photos by Nat Valentine

Among those at the conference 
were (clockwise from top left) 
panelist Gina Bolden-Rivera of 
Flushing Bank; Susan Cohen, pres-
ident of Center for the Women of 
New York, and Ann Juliano Jawin, 
chairwoman and founder of Center 
for the Women of New York. 

Photos by Nat Valentine
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Host a runner.
Meet the world.

130 countries. 50,000 marathoners. Make one feel at home.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Photographers Steve Vazquez (l), whose borough-boosting 
Instagram site, Queenscape, has more than 11,000 follow-
ers, and Sal Espinoza open a benefit exhibit at the Astoria 
Coffee house.   Photo by Michael Shain

City Council member Elizabeth Crowley shows up at the 
Mets rally on the steps of Borough Hall sporting her very 
own personalized version of the team’s jersey. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Every three months, U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks holds an up-
date meeting at York College in Jamaica to let his constitu-
ents know about what's up in Washington.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Greater Jamaica Development Corporation President Hope 
Knight honors her legendary predecessor, Carlyle Towery, 
who had the job for more than 30 years, at the group's an-
nual dinner in Jamaica.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

Candy apples all around for (l-r) Alexa McLain,  Sydney Gillies and her sister Paris at the 15th 
annual Harvest Festival at the Jamaica Market on 160th Street. Photo by Walter Karling

City Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer hosts his 
annual Hispanic Leadership Awards Ceremony along with 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (both center) at La Choza del 
Gordo in Astoria. Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (l.) addresses a meeting of Comptroller Scott 
Stringer’s Red Tape Commission at Flushing Town Hall. Courtesy of Borough President Melinda Katz
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/30/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PL
TA
TA

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX &
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,

OPEN 

EARLY

 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED LUXURY CARS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of cred

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer fo

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/30/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

LUS 
AX & 
AGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS& 

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

STARTS NOW
THRU NOVEMBER 
AT MAJOR WORLD!

CLOSE LATE W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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BY BILL PARRY

Just two days after NYPD 
Officer Randolph Holder was 
shot and killed, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio called for two key 
changes to state law to better 
ensure that dangerous defen-
dants are not released to the 
street. The mayor has been 
pushing bail reforms as a way 
to keep nonviolent defendants 
out of jail.

The change would allow 
judges to consider public safe-
ty risk in determining an in-
dividual’s bail amount. New 
York is only one of three states 
that does not allow judges to 
consider dangerousness when 
setting bail.

De Blasio’s proposal would 
also allow judges to consider 
public safety risk and flight 
risk when determining wheth-
er an individual is eligible for 
a drug treatment diversion 
program, neither of which is 
currently required for consid-
eration.

“The death of Officer Ran-
dolph Holder was a clear and 
tragic signal that we must en-
sure dangerous individuals 

with long criminal histories 
do not walk our streets,” de 
Blasio said. “Yet as the law 
stands, judges can only con-
sider risk of flight when de-
termining a bail amount. Our 
judges must be able to look at 
how dangerous someone is 
when they decide how much 
bail is set. and should look at 
these factors when they de-
cide whether to divert some-
one away from jail. If someone 
poses a significant threat to 
our city’s safety, they must be 
behind bars, and today’s an-
nouncement is a strong step 
toward keeping our residents, 
and our hardworking officers, 
safe from harm.” 

Tyrone Howard, the indi-
vidual being held responsible 
for killing Officer Holder, was 
freed after a fourth felony 
drug-dealing conviction when 
a judge deemed him eligible 
for a drug treatment program. 
Howard had an extensive his-
tory of drug felonies and mis-
demeanors. 

The judge could have made 
a different bail decision if 
he had been able to consider 
Howard’s extensive criminal 

history as an element of dan-
gerousness. Criminal history 
is a major component of vali-

dated risk-assessment tools 
that have been shown in other 
jurisdictions to accurately 

predict whether a defendant 
will re-offend if released.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the Committee 
on Courts & Legal Services, 
pointed out that there were 
two judicial decisions in the 
Howard case— the decision to 
grant him bail, which was set 
at $35,000. and the diversion 
that sent him to a drug treat-
ment program and

“Our bail system is dys-
functional and dangerous,” 
Lancman said. “Dangerous to 
the public, who cannot be pro-
tected because New York law 
prohibits judges from consid-
ering a defendant’s danger to 
the community when deter-
mining bail; and dangerous 
to too many low-level, nonvio-
lent defendants who get sent 
to Rikers at enormous taxpay-
er expense because they can’t 
pay $500 to $1,000 in bail.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Rory Lancman backs Mayor de Blasio’s call for a change 
in state law that would allow judges to consider violent criminal history 
when assigning bail.

Mayor wants dangerous criminals detained

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Members of Community Board 11 
who attended Tuesday’s Education 
Committee meeting unanimously shot 
down a motion to recommend approv-
ing the city School Construction Au-
thority’s proposal to build a new 739-
seat high school in Bayside.

The recommendation will be taken 
into consideration when the full board 
votes on the proposal Monday, Nov. 2.

The SCA has been under contract 
to purchase the Bayside Jewish Cen-
ter, 203-05 32nd Ave., following the re-
quired 45-day public review period that 
began Oct. 5. But the proposal to spend 
$114 million to build a high school on 
the 1.1-acre lot immediately drew fire 
from members of the community.

They claim the already heavily traf-
ficked, yet narrow 32nd Avenue con-
nects Bayside High School to its athlet-
ic fields and is in close proximity to PS 
159, so adding more buses, pedestrians, 
cars and parked cars to the roadway 
can only make it more congested and 
dangerous—making it an inappropri-

ate location for a new high school.
The discussion with representatives 

from the SCA and the city Department 
of Education seemed to only reinforce 
that notion for the 16 board members 
who were present.

Although for some residents it feels 
as if the SCA imposes its site selec-
tion process on communities rather 
than working with them, the agency’s 
chief of staff, Melanie La Rocca, said 
she changed the planning process for 
Bayside.

“We’re committed to having the 
conversation and engaging the com-
munity on what kind of school goes 
in here,” La Rocca said , even though 
this is usually only considered after a 
school is already built. “The commit-
ment from the department was to try 
and align these conversations between 
a possible user and moving the site 
through public review.”

She tried to explain why the SCA 
thought the 32nd Avenue site was a 
better fit for a high school than several 
others the agencies deemed inappro-

Bayside HS proposal  
rejected by ed group

Continued on Page 58
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department of Edu-
cation presented tips to parents 
and students for high school 
admissions at the Queens bor-
ough president’s Parent Advi-
sory Board last week.

With three of the top 10 best-
ranked high schools in the 
state, according to U.S. News 
and World Report, Queens also 
has some of the most competi-
tive schools for admissions. 

And while the DOE sug-
gests methods to help fami-
lies get their children into the 
school of their choice, Queens 
DOE Director of Enrollment 
Margaret Rogers and Superin-
tendent for Queens Juan Men-
dez said the system is as fair as 
possible.

“It’s interesting.  When I 
was running for borough pres-
ident and before that for the 
Council, one of the most con-
troversial issues was clearly 
the high school application 
process,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said.

The high school application 
process is open to every eighth 
and ninth grader in the city, 
letting them rank their top 12 
choices of the city’s 496 high 
schools. The DOE suggests stu-
dents put their top choices be-
fore their locally zoned schools, 
because they may always be ac-
cepted into those schools in the 
second round of applications.

Higher performing, more 
sought-after schools such as 
Townsend Harris High School, 
are called screened schools, 
and will look at several factors.

“So what determines high 
school admissions offers?” 
Rogers asked rhetorically. 
“First—seat availability—we 
tell you how many seats we 
have in a particular school and 
the number of people who apply 
for those seats. (Second)—our 
admissions priorities—this is 
the order in which applicants 
are matched with a particular 
program. Most of our Queens 
high schools are open city-
wide, so anyone who applies is 
equal. But certain schools do 

prioritize certain districts.”
In looking at admissions 

eligibility, the DOE takes a 
snapshot of students’ grades, 
standardized test scores, at-
tendance and punctuality from 
June of their seventh-grade 
year, even for those coming out 
of private or charter schools.

Rogers said students seek-

ing to attend screened schools 
are strongly encouraged to at-
tend the open houses for those 
schools in October and Novem-
ber to be considered.

Eighth and ninth graders 
may also take the Specialized 
High School Admissions Test 
to list any of the city’s special-
ized high schools as their top 

choices. Those tests, as well as 
auditions to LaGuardia High 
School or other arts programs, 
are registered for and admin-
istered in October. Rogers said 
families should understand 
acceptance to schools of stu-
dents’ choices may not always 
align with test results.

“Because the process is 
based on the children’s score 
against the group that took 
(the test) that year, the cohort 
score to get into a particular 
specialized school will fluctu-
ate from year to year,” Rogers 
said. “So a student this year 
could get the same score as a 
student last year. One student 
may get in, one may not.”

For specialty arts schools, 
students must audition. Rog-
ers recommended that stu-
dents who have not auditioned, 
not list those schools as one of 
their choices.

Visit http://schools.nyc.
gov/C hoic e s E n r ol l ment /
High/default.html for more in-
formation or to look for dead-
lines and open house dates.

The city Department of Education presents high school admissions pro-
cess tips during the borough president's Parent Advisory Board meet-
ing.

Dept. of Education gives program admissions tips
Incoming high schoolers must navigate competitive application process before enrolling

Make a Date with Your Future! 
Fall Open House, November 8, 2015 

Noon - 3:00 pm

Make a Date with Your Future! 
Fall Open House, November 8, 2015 

Noon - 3:00 pm

WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the top college in the nation  

for graduating students with the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City University of New York’s  

outstanding programs in:

 Aviation Business Management 

 Occupational Therapy

 Pharmaceutical Science

 Physician Assistant Studies

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, New York 11451

Academic Core Building, Atrium 

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by 

visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.
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Diabetes is a disorder 
in which the body can-
not properly store and 

use the energy found in food. 
To be more specifi c, diabetes 
compromises the body’s abil-
ity to use glucose. 

According to MediLexi-
con International, type 1 
diabetes is an autoimmune 
disease in which the body 
wrongly identifies and then 
attacks pancreatic cells, 
which causes little to no in-
sulin production. Those 
with type 1 diabetes usually 
must rely on insulin shots to 
remain healthy.

Type 2 diabetes involves 
insulin resistance or insuffi -
cient insulin production and 
is the more common form of 
diabetes. The pancreas may 
still produce insulin, but not 
enough to meet the demands 
of the body. Insulin resis-
tance occurs in some cases 
because a consistent high 
blood-glucose level causes 
cells to be overexposed to in-
sulin and then makes cells 
less responsive or immune to 
its effects. 

Diabetes treatment can in-
clude a combination of strate-
gies, including the following 
nondrug remedies:

Diet
Diabetics can work with 

their doctors and nutrition-
ists to come up with a diet that 
will be most effective. Some 
advocate for eating foods that 
are low in carbohydrates or 
ones with a low glycemic in-
dex. Others say that it is more 
important to restrict caloric 
intake rather than sugar in-
take. 

Work with a professional to 
create a healthy diet and fol-
low it as closely as possible. 
Eat meals at the same time 
each day so you can better 
regulate blood-sugar spikes 
and lulls. Skipping meals may 
cause you to overeat later in 
the day, which can throw glu-
cose levels off-kilter.

Exercise
Many people with type 

2 diabetes are carrying 
around extra weight. Ex-
ercise can help them shed 

pounds and maintain 
healthier weights.

But exercise does more 
than just help you lose 
weight. The Joslin Diabetes 
Center says strength train-
ing exercises are an impor-
tant component of workouts. 
By maintaining lean muscle 
mass, you can get rid of a 
larger amount of glucose in 
the bloodstream, thus help-
ing manage diabetes in the 
process. Get at least 20 to 30 
minutes of moderate activ-
ity several days per week.

Supplementation 
Some people fi nd that cer-

tain natural ingredients can 

help regulate blood-sugar 
levels. For example, pure, 
organic apple cider vinegar 
taken over time can help 
people with diabetes manage 
their blood-sugar levels more 
effectively.

A small amount of cinna-
mon per day may be able to 
reduce fasting glucose levels 
by anywhere from 18 to 29 per-
cent, according to  a study in 
the Journal of Agricultural 
and Food Chemistry.

Always speak with a doc-
tor before trying any home 
remedies to treat diabetes or 
exploring any alternatives 
to traditional diabetes treat-
ments.  

Amid a season of 
sweets and special 
foods, it sometimes 

can be challenging for dia-
betics to maintain their di-
etary discipline. But eating 
certain foods in moderation 
can help people with diabetes 
enjoy the fl avors of the holi-
days without compromising 
their health.

The Centers for Disease 
Control  and Prevention says 
more than 29 million people 
in the United States have di-
abetes, while another 86 mil-
lion adults have prediabetes. 
One in four people with dia-
betes do not know they have 
the disease.

Managing diabetes is more 
than just avoiding candy and 
cookies. Foods with a lot of 
fat or those that are high in 
carbohydrates also can be 
problematic. Such foods may 
not be so easy to avoid come 
the holiday season, but the 
following are a few tips to 
help men and women with di-
abetes maintain their health 
through the holidays:

Anticipate foods. Cer-
tain foods are staples of the 
holiday season. If you antici-
pate potentially problematic 
foods, then you can develop 
a plan to avoid them or eat 
them in moderation in ad-
vance of arriving at a family 
gathering or holiday party.

Eat a healthy snack. 
Prior to going to a holiday 
party, eat something that 
will satisfy your hunger to 
avoid overeating once you 
are there.

Ask about foods. Don’t 
be shy to ask the host or host-
ess about what will be served. 
This will help you develop 

a strategy that will fi t your 
meal plan.

Limit alcohol consump-

tion. Only drink in mod-
eration and eat something 
beforehand to prevent low 
blood glucose levels later. 
Avoid drinks with high cal-
orie mixers or ones packed 
with extra sugar.

Bring a dish. Make some-
thing that is diabetic-friendly 
and bring it to the party. 
Chances are someone else at-
tending the party is diabetic 
and will appreciate having a 
healthy choice as well.

Opt for fruit. Choose 
fruit over sweets at the des-
sert table. If you bring a 
baked good, consider recipes 
with reduced sugar or ones 
that use a sugar substitute.

Control your por-

tions. Fill up your dish with 
healthy foods, leaving only a 
small spot for something in-
dulgent.

Test diligently. Now is 
the time to monitor your 
blood-sugar levels like a 
hawk. Monitor your levels 
more closely so you can see 
how holiday foods are affect-
ing your levels and so you 
know if you need to make any 
adjustments.

Rebound quickly. Ex-
perts advise that if you go 
overboard on a particular 
day, get back on your feet the 
next. Exercise, revisit meal 
plans, and cut portion sizes.

Diabetics cannot stop 
monitoring their diets just 
because the holidays have ar-
rived. With planning and dil-
igence, it’s possible to enjoy 
the foods and fl avors of the 
holidays without compromis-
ing your health.  

Diabetics must learn how to enjoy their favorite holiday foods without 
compromising their overall health.

Diabetics can try a number of home remedies to lower their blood-sugar 
level. 

Naturally lower 
blood-sugar levels

Navigating holidays 
with diabetes
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From mobility assistance 
to meal preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to help your 
loved one live independently.

Senior Helpers’ leading Senior 
Gems® program for Alzheimer’s 
and dementia can help your 
family enjoy time together. 

Senior Helpers is locally 
owned and operated, and 
works with families right in 
your neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST	
�������TO HELP����PEOPLE NEED

Visit SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call 646-214-2086.

Many people are famil-
iar with type 1 and 
type 2 diabetes, both 

of which are characterized by 
high blood glucose levels that 
can lead to additional health 
problems. Insulin injections, 
dietary changes, exercise, and 
medication may be needed to 
correct the ratio of sugar to in-
sulin in the body. 

Another common form of 
diabetes  may not be as well-
known as the others but can be a 
concern for expecting mothers. 
Gestational diabetes, according 
to the American Diabetes As-
sociation, refers to the appear-
ance of high blood sugar levels 
during pregnancy. Women who 
have never before been diag-
nosed with diabetes can experi-
ence elevated sugar levels while 
carrying a child. A 2014 analysis 
by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention indicates 
the prevalence of gestational 
diabetes can be as high as nine 
percent among pregnant women 
in the US.

Doctors are not completely 
certain why gestational dia-

betes occurs, but the National 
Institutes of Health notes that 
some doctors suspect preg-
nancy hormones produced in 
the placenta block naturally-
occurring insulin from work-
ing effectively. When this oc-
curs, glucose levels can spike. 
This problem is called insulin 
resistance, and women may 
need three times as much in-
sulin at this time. Blood sugar 
usually returns to normal af-
ter delivery, but treatment 
may be necessary during 
pregnancy.

Certain women are at a 
higher risk of developing ges-
tational diabetes than others. 
These include women older 
than 25 and those with a fam-
ily history of diabetes. Excess 
weight or diabetes during a 
previous pregnancy also in-
creases risk. Women who have 
delivered babies who weighed 
more than nine pounds also 
have an elevated chance of 
gestational diabetes.

Although many women de-
liver healthy babies while deal-
ing with gestational diabetes, 

poorly controlled gestational 
diabetes can hurt the unborn 
child. The American Diabetes 
Association says extra blood 
glucose goes through the pla-
centa, giving the baby high 
blood glucose levels and caus-
ing the baby’s pancreas to make 
extra insulin to get rid of the 
blood glucose. Since the baby 
is getting more energy than it 
needs to grow and develop, the 
extra energy is stored as fat. 
An overweight baby may have 
diffi culty exiting the birth ca-
nal, and a C-section may be 
necessary. Newborns with 
very low blood glucose levels at 
birth due to high insulin pro-
duction are at a greater risk for 
breathing problems. Some ba-
bies born to mothers with ges-
tational diabetes develop type 
2 diabetes later in life.

Gestational diabetes also 
can affect the mother, who is 
at greater risk for high blood 
pressure and preeclampsia, a 
serious complication of preg-
nancy. Risk of diabetes in sub-
sequent pregnancies or later 
in life also is greater among 

women who have had gesta-
tional diabetes.

Symptoms of gestational 
diabetes are not always no-
ticeable. Because gestational 
diabetes can occur midway 
through a pregnancy, women 
are usually advised to take an 
oral glucose tolerance test be-
tween the 24th and 28th week 

of pregnancy to screen for dia-
betes. If diabetes is detected, a 
strict diet that’s low in fat and 
sugar will be advised. Carbo-
hydrates should be consumed 
through complex grains and 
vegetables. If dietary changes 
do not work, diabetes medica-
tion or insulin therapy may be 
prescribed.

Women who have never before been diagnosed with diabetes can experi-
ence elevated sugar levels while carrying a child.

What is gestational diabetes?
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Flushing Bank welcomes Ling Xu as 

Branch Manager of the Kissena Branch. 

Ling joins Flushing Bank with 11 years 

of retail banking experience. Prior to 

joining Flushing Bank, she served as 

a Financial Center Manager at Bank of 

America for more than eight years with-

in the Queens and Brooklyn Markets. 

Ling managed five branches across vastly diverse demographics 

and had the privilege of opening a new location for the Bank in Park 

Slope, Brooklyn. She possesses a genuine passion for the banking 

business and has devoted her career to leading her teams to meet the 

financial needs of customers. 

Ling also strives to build strong relationships with business partners 

and community leaders in order to further promote the economic de-

velopment of the Flushing area.

 Ling looks forward to serving the Flushing community that she has 

been a resident of for nearly 20 years.

Ling Xu

Flushing Bank welcomes back John 

Siu as Vice President, Branch Man-

ager of the 144-51 Northern Boulevard 

Branch. Formerly, John was the Branch 

Manager of the Roosevelt Avenue 

Branch and most recently, at TD Bank. 

He has been in the banking industry for 

more than 20 years and is an active 

member in the community. 

John has developed strong relationships with many local profes-

sionals and residents through his participation in community events 

and organization of programs. He focuses on delivering an exceptional 

customer experience.

 John began his career serving as a police officer in the Royal Hong 

Kong Police Force for more than 9 years before immigrating to the 

United States and starting his career in banking. 

John serves as a Board of Director at the Chinese Community Cen-

ter of Flushing and was a past Board of Director at Flushing Business 

Improvement Development at downtown Flushing. He is fluent in Eng-

lish, Cantonese, and Mandarin.

John Siu

welcomes  
Ling Xu and John Siu
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Former Mideast envoy 

Dennis Ross spoke to a packed 
house about Israel, America 
and the future of the two coun-
tries’ relationship Sunday at 
the Hevesi Jewish Heritage Li-
brary in the Forest Hills Jew-
ish Center.

 Ross, who played a leading 
role in shaping U.S. involve-
ment in the Middle East peace 
process, is on a nationwide 
speaking tour for his book, 
“Doomed to Succeed: The U.S.-
Israel Relationship from Tru-
man to Obama.”

While Ross touched on the 
prickly relationship between 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Barack 
Obama— “they just have dif-
ferent world views”—and the 
current flare-up in Israel and 
Palestine—“the violence is 
based on completely fallacious 
claims”—he spent most of his 
time on the diplomatic history 
of the US-Israel relationship. 
The veteran diplomat argued 
that American presidents have 
made three primary assump-
tions that have, until recently 
underlined this relationship. 

The first was that if the 
U.S. distances itself from Is-
rael, it will gain bargaining 
power with other Middle East 
nations. The second was that 
if the United States cooper-

ates with Israel, it will pay “a 
terrible price” diplomatically. 
The third was that the United 
States can never have a strong 
position in the region unless 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is solved. Ross argued that 
these assumptions are par-
tially responsible for decades 
of misguided policy.

“The essence of Arab con-
cerns relates to their security, 
their survival, and who threat-
ens it,” he said. “They don’t see 
Israel as threatening, but they 
do see their regional competi-
tors as threatening.”

Ross then discussed the four 
successive administrations—
from Eisenhower to Carter—
which, operating under these 
assumptions, concluded that 
Israel was a security liability.

Eisenhower, Ross said, had 
both considered enacting an 
arms embargo against Israel as 
well as possibly using military 
force against Israel. Even Ron-
ald Reagan, long considered a 
defender of Israel, considered 
suspending arms to Israel and 
in 1981 made an infamous com-
ment accusing American Jew-
ish organizations of harboring 
“dual loyalties.” Nevertheless, 
Ross contended that Reagan 
fundamentally altered the re-
lationship between the United 
States and Israel. 

“In every administration 
from Truman to Obama, you 

had a group that believed Is-
rael is a problem,” Ross said. 
“But for the first time, Reagan 
treated Israel as a strategic 
partner and a regional asset.”

After Reagan, U.S. policy 
makers began to challenge the 
assumptions that had dictated 
their attitude towards Israel 
and the entire Middle East.

“One of the reasons for this 
book was to show the conti-
nuity of the realities in the 
Middle East, which have been 
consistently missed,” Ross con-
cluded. “I wrote this so that the 
next administration maybe for 
the first time, will understand 
the mistakes of the past so they 
don’t make them again.”

BY MADINA TOURE

Five more former Baruch 
College Pi Delta Psi frater-
nity brothers were arraigned 
on murder and other related 
charges last week in connec-
tion with the 2013 hazing death 
of Michael Deng, a 19-year-old 
freshman from Oakland Gar-
dens. 

Deng died on Dec. 9, 2013, a 
day after he was blindfolded, 
forced to carry a heavy back-
pack across the frozen ground 
and tackled as part of the 
Asian fraternity’s “glass ceil-
ing” hazing ritual in Pennsyl-
vania, according to the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police. 

He was knocked uncon-
scious and the authorities said 
that there was a 90-minute de-
lay before fraternity members 

sought medical assistance. 
The five members—Charles 

Lai, Kenny Kwan, Raymond 
Lam, Daniel Li and Sheldon 

Wong—appeared before Mag-
isterial District Judge Richard 
S. Claypool in Pocono Pines, 
Pa. Oct. 22, according to the 
Magisterial District Court. 
A preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for Nov. 5. 

They are the last of the 36 
fraternity members charged 
in connection with Deng’s 
death to appear in court. 

The five members were 
charged with murder, ag-
gravated assault, hindering 
prosecution, involuntary 
manslaughter, simple assault, 
hazing and conspiracy, ac-
cording to the court. 

Lai and Kwan were also 
charged with possession of a 
controlled substance and drug 
paraphernalia, the court said. 

The court said a total of 36 

BY BILL PARRY

Jackson Heights will be 
getting a new community 
health center and one of the 
two  facilities in Corona will 
be expanded as part of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s new Caring 
Neighborhoods initiative. 
The new program will spend 
$20 million over the next two 
years increasing primary 
care for thousands of resi-
dents in underserved neigh-
borhoods across New York 
City.

Spearheaded by the city 
Health and Hospitals Corpo-
ration and the city Economic 
Development Corp., Caring 
Neighborhoods will target 
high-need neighborhoods 
that lack adequate access to 
medical care. Over 100,000 
new patients will be able to 
receive care in their own 
neighborhoods, regardless of 
their ability to pay.

“Every New Yorker de-
serves equal access to health 
care, but poor access to care 
across the city is contribut-
ing to the wide disparities in 
the health of New Yorkers,” 
de Blasio said. “While people 
in some parts of the city can 
walk to urgent care centers 
down the block, if you live in 
(others) and wake up with a 
fever, chances are you have 
to get on the subway to go see 
a primary care doctor, or go 
wait for hours at the nearest 
hospital emergency room. 
Caring Neighborhoods closes 
these unacceptable dispari-
ties by increasing access to 
health care, contributing to 
a stronger and healthier city 
for all.”

Several neighborhoods 
will be targeted for new and 
expanded health care ser-
vices, including Flushing, 
Jamaica and Astoria. The 
targeted communities were 
determined to have both the 
need for primary care and 
the ability to support health 
center growth, according to 
a city-commissioned report 
by the Community Health 
Care Association of New 
York State.

“Many of our city’s resi-
dents do not have accessible 
and affordable primary care 
services in their neighbor-
hoods and this initiative will 
help change that paradigm,” 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“Quality health care is im-

portant as our communities 
grow and flourish.”

Broadening HHC’s patient 
base and increasing its focus 
on primary care will help the 
struggling public hospital 
system stabilize financially.

“Strong primary care 
is a highly effective and ef-
ficient way to keep people 
healthy and help them avoid 
the chronic diseases that de-
crease their quality of life 
and sap our city of its most 
important resource: its peo-
ple,” HHC President Dr. Ram 
Raju said. “We believe that 
by doing this and serving 
more New Yorkers we also 
strengthen the city’s incred-
ible public health care sys-
tem.”

It will also put HHC in 
better position to meet the 
goals of the state’s Medicaid 
reform plans. If the centers 
can successfully contribute 
to projects aimed at improv-
ing health care outcomes and 
reducing hospitalizations, 
they will receive a portion of 
the $8 billion the federal gov-
ernment has set aside for the 
program.

“For too long, access to 
health care was dependent on 
socio-economic background 
and geographical location, de-
terring many in underserved 
areas from seeking out physi-
cians,” state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said. 
“In my own district, not only 
will greater access to prima-
ry care be vital in ensuring 
the health of our families, 
but it will also lead to fewer 
people relying on the already 
heavily tolled hospitals and 
emergency rooms.”

MICHAEL DENG
Mayor de Blasio announces a new 
initiative that will invest $20 mil-
lion towards new health care cen-
ters in the neediest neighbor-
hoods. AP/Mary Altaffer

DENNIS ROSS
 Photo by Gabriel Rom

City health initiative
set for Jax Hts. needy

Last fi ve charged in hazing

Ross talks Mideast
Former Mideast envoy gives lecture on US-Israel relationship

Continued on Page 51
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Fisher Landau Center for 
Art has been quietly making a 
name for itself in the borough’s 
art scene since it opened its doors 
in 2003. 

But the conversation should 
turn clamorous now that the Long 
Island City facility was named one 
of the Top 10 private contemporary 
art museums in the United States 
by Artnet News Oct. 20.

“It is a wonderful honor and 
testament to Emily Fisher Lan-
dau’s passion for collecting major 
works by artists who have gone on 
to shape the history of art over the 
last 50 years,” Nichloas Arbatsky, 
the museum’s director, said. 

Housed in what was originally 
a parachute harness factory, the 
25,000-square-foot museum began 
its second life in 1991 when Emily 
Fisher Landau turned the place 
into a private storage facility for 
her massive art collection. 

The core of its unorthodox 
1,500-work collection spans 1960 
to the present and contains key 

works by such artists as Andy 
Warhol, Ed Ruscha, Kiki Smith 
and Jasper Johns. 

Now through the early winter, 
art enthusiasts can check out two 

thought-provoking, cutting-edge 
exhibitions.

Artist Annette Lemiux’s 
“Things to walk away with” in-

Annette Lemieux's "Things to walk away with" is now on display at the Fisher Landau Center for Art in Long Island City.  
Photo courtesy Fisher Landau Center for Art

Continued on Page 48
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Gregory Crewdson’s “Untitled (beckoning bus driver),” 2001-02.  
Photo courtesy Fisher Landau Center for Art
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the Forum” — Theatre by the Bay presents 
the Stephen Sondheim, Burt Shevelove and 
Larry Gelbart’s classic Broadway musical, which 
was inspired by the ancient Roman farces, and 
involves plenty of puns, slamming doors, cases of 
mistaken identity and Tony Award-winning tunes. 
When: Nov. 8 - Nov. 22, Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“A Midsummer’s Night Dream” — The 
Gingerbread Players present Shakespeare’s 
comedy about love, identity and fairies. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 7 and 14, at 7:30 pm; 
Sunday, Nov. 8 and 15, at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

“Carefully Taught” — APAC presents the 
world premiere of Cheryl L. Davis’ play about 
two teachers, one black and one white, whose 
friendship is shaken after one is fi red. 
When: Nov. 5 - Nov. 21, Thursday-Saturday at 

8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Cliffhanger” — This comedy-thriller involves 
a mild-mannered professor who may have 
committed a murder to protect his reputation. 
When: Nov. 13 - Nov. 21, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm, Saturday, Nov. 21 
at 2 pm
Where: Douglaston Community Theatre, 
Zion Episcopal Church, Church Street and 
Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Flying Solo 3” — The Secret Theatre presents 
19 one-person performances in its Flying Solo 
Festival. 
When: Through Nov. 1
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Mary’s Little Monster” — In this original 
play by the Ophelia Theatre Group, Lord Byron 
welcomes Percy Shelley, his wife Mary, her sister 

Continued on Page 47
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Oscar Wilde’s best known 
play, “The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest,” could just as eas-
ily be titled, “The Importance 
of Casting the Right Actress as 
Lady Bracknell.”

From Dame Edith Evans 
through Dame Maggie Smith 
and Dame Judi Dench right up 
to Mr. Brian Bedford (in the 
2011 Broadway revival), Lady 
Bracknell, whom Wilde uses 
to represent the pompous up-
per echelon of late 19th-centu-
ry English society.

The part has provided 
plenty of talented actors of 
both sexes the chance to shine 
in what is essentially a small 
supporting role. 

But Lady Bracknell knows 
there are no small roles, just 
small actors. 

In a piece riddled with 
smartly written and extreme-
ly funny lines, Lady Bracknell 
plumbs the best of the bunch. 

Upon hearing that lead 
character Jack Worthing was 
orphaned as a child, her retort 
remains one of the best zing-
ers in English literature. 

“To lose one parent, Mr. 
Worthing, may be regarded 
as a misfortune,” she says, “to 
lose both looks like careless-
ness.”

In Titan Theatre Co.’s 

thoroughly delightful and 
achingly funny production 
of Wilde’s masterpiece, now 
at the Queens Theatre until 
Nov. 8, Angela Iannone steals 
each scene in which her Lady 

Bracknell appears. 
Iannone along with direc-

tor Terry Layman—who keeps 
the action zooming along, 
stopping just long enough for 
the laughs to wash over the 

audience—make the brilliant 
decision to allow Lady Brack-
nell the luxury of running up 
to the line of being a cartoon 
character, but never over it. 

Iannone’s Lady Bracknell 
does not waste one glance 
down her nose, nor does she 
allow one punch line to miss 
its mark. 

But the same could be said 
about the uniformly excellent 
cast. 

As Jack (Earnest) Wor-
thing, Marc LeVasseur nicely 
captures the panic that con-
sumes his character as his 

BY MERLE EXIT

Anyone with a brain 
crammed with useless infor-
mation covering a plethora of 
topics can stop annoying just 
their friends while watching 
“Jeopardy!” and bring their 
encyclopedic knowledge to a 
much larger audience. 

On the first Tuesday of 
each month, Q.E.D. in Astoria 
presents The Big Quiz Thing, 
a trivia night hosted by emcee 
Noah Tarnow. 

“I have been running this 
quiz event since 2002 and 
travel the country bringing 
this brand of entertainment to 
thousands nationwide,” Tar-
now said. “I am happy to have 
Q.E.D. as a venue. A regularly 
scheduled show builds up mo-
mentum.”

Each quiz night consists of 
six rounds. 

Round 1 is traditional triv-
ia, including questions about 
history, pop culture, politics 
and sports. Round 2 uses clips 
from movies, TV shows and 

music videos to pose the ques-
tions. Then it is back to tradi-
tional trivia in Round 3. 

Audio clips make their ap-
pearance in Round 4, where 
questions relate to sound 
bites that are played. That is 

followed by the Lightening 
Round, where Tarnow fires 
off rapid questions and contes-
tants have only one minute to 
write down all their answers 
and turn them in to the em-
cee. 

Then the top three scoring 
teams play in the Buzzertas-
tic Finale where harder trivia 
questions are posed to find the 
winner.

Of course, some of those 
points can be earned through 

incorrect guesses.
“Smart-Ass Points” are 

given to wrong answers which 
make the audience laugh. 

Tarnow also has a category 
of questions he calls “figure-
outable,” which do not rely 
on general knowledge and 
may seem impossible to solve 
at first. But Tarnow includes 
plenty of clues in these ques-
tions to make the answer fig-
ure-out-able.

“Anyone in the audience 
is welcome to participate in 
this interactive performance,” 
Tarnow said. 

Noah Tarnow hosts a monthly trivia night at Q.E.D. in Astoria.  Photo courtesy Ryan Muir

Lenny Banovez (l.) as Algernon Monchrief listens to Lady Bracknell, portrayed by Angela Iannone, in a scene 
from "The Importance of Being Earnest." Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

Trivia junkies wanted at Q.E.D. in Astoria

Titan tackles seriously funny comedy
Production of ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ at Queens Theatre earns its laughs

IF YOU GO
The Big Quiz Thing

When: Nov. 3 and Dec. 1, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Q.E.D., 27-16 23rd Ave., 
Astoria
Cost: $8/advance, $10/at door
Website: www.qedastoria.
com

IF YOU GO
“The Importance of Being 
Earnest”

When: Through Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

Continued on Page 49
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Pete Canty

Elementary Symbolism
Across
1. Squeaky ____
6. Hera's mother
10. Price
14. Back in?
15. "___ Lang 
Syne"
16. Chip in?
17. From the top
18. Prefix with 
China
19. Half a train 
track
20. Au + digit
22. Congressional 
vote subject
23. Pop-ups, e.g.
24. Gives the news
26. Natural 
environments
31. ___ Diego
32. Banned apple 
spray
33. Wolf's sound
35. Snake skin unit
39. New Mexico 
athlete
40. Sandwich 
cookies
42. Elevator man
43. Minute
45. Tuna or turkey 
follower
46. Yeats or Keats
47. Deface
49. Egg-laying 
mammal
51. Nike, e.g.
55. Ill temper
56. Amos or 

Spelling
57. Cu + noggin
63. Course
64. French bread?
65. Mathematical
comparison
66. To be, in 
ancient Rome
67. Subway station
68. Long-armed 
ape
69. Hammer part
70. Wraps (up)
71. Takes 5

Down
1. Mountain 
climber's 
challenge
2. Block maker
3. Footnote abbr.

4. Rainless
5. Like a dieter's 
yogurt
6. Frequent 
tropical event
7. Like some juries
8. Church officer
9. Idolizes
10. C + ape
11. Broadcasting
12. Circus prop
13. Rats
21. Montana 
neighbor
25. Mas' mates
26. Sentry's cry
27. Lotion additive
28. Slugger Ruth
29. Fe + 
inaugural
30. 2004 World 

Series, e.g.
34. Treats on 
sticks
36. Sitting on
37. In ___ of
38. Ballpark figs.
41. Look too long
44. Tibetan beast
48. Break
50. Intense fear
51. Throat problem
52. Rope loop
53. Take off the 
board, say
54. Course
58. Ship's front
59. Tortoise racer
60. J.F.K. postings
61. "If it ___ 
broke ..."
62. Hounds, e.g.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

B-PLUS
H E A P S B A R B P A R
U N T I E A B O O P O N Y
B A T T E R S B O X E R T E
E M I T I T O S A R T I
R O L E B E T T E R H A L F
T R A D E L I A B L E

L A B A T T P L E B
T E A M S O F H O R S E S

B R A U T A L E N T
R A S S L E E R I C S
B I T T E R P I L L A D A M
L E E S O S A Y M E R E

H E R R B U T T E R B A L L
E R L E S C O T A L L O T
P S Y S H O E T E S T S

The Mansion
AT DOUGL ASTON MANOR

Not your typical catering facility.
Come visit the luxurious, spacious and grand ballrooms within 

“The Mansion.” The Mansion at the Douglaston Manor provides an 
elegant and unforgettable setting for your wedding.  Indoor and outdoor 

space is available, with a beautiful view of the Manhattan skyline. 
Our newly renovated wrap-around patio is truly impressive. Visit us and 
see how we can make your dreams come true. Ceremony, cocktail hour 

and reception all in one spacious “Historic Mansion.” 

The Mansion at

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY 11363

Also specializing in Corporate, Holiday & Family Functions. From Sweet 
16’s to Anniversaries and Retirements, Douglaston Manor covers it all !

“Let us simplify your dreams”  
Let The Douglaston Manor take control leading you down the aisle 

to the next chapter of your life.

Go to www.DouglastonManor.com to see our

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS

Halloween Spooktacular 
— Spend an evening making 
crafts, having your face painted 
and watching the animated fi lm 
“Hotel Transylvania.”
When: Friday, Oct. 30, from 4 
pm - 9 pm
Where: A.R.R.O.W. 

Community Center, 35-30 
35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

It Came from Within: A 
David Cronenberg Horror 
Weekend— The Museum of the 
Moving Image tries to creep 

audiences out with a weekend 
of horror fi lms from director 
David Cronenberg. Screenings 
include “Scanners,” “The 
Brood,” “Videodrome,” “Rabid,” 
“Shivers, aka It Came From 
Within,” “The Fly” and “Dead 
Ringers.”
When: Friday, Oct. 30 
through Sunday, Nov. 1
Where:  Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/senior 
citizens and students with 
valid ID
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.
us

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 48
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Saturday, Nov. 7, 10am–2pm
(rain or shine)

Sunnyside Greenmarket - Lou Lodati Playground
Skillman Avenue & 43rd Street

Queens, NY 11104

#pumpkinsmash2015
nyccompostproject@dsny.nyc.gov

nyc.gov/compostproject
NYC Recycles

Bring Pumpkins,  
Jack-o-Lanterns, and  

Gourds for a  
Smashing Good Time!

You smash them — and the NYC Compost 
Project will turn them into compost for  

City parks and green spaces.

Join us for refreshments, raffles, and more!

Can’t make it? 
Bring your pumpkins to a food scrap drop-off site.

For a map, visit on.nyc.gov/foodscrap-dropoffs.

Claire and his personal doctor 
into his Swiss mansion for a 
gathering of emotional and 
intellectual discoveries. 
When: Through Nov. 8, 
Fridays-Sundays at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-
12 30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sundays are pay-
what-you-can performances
Contact: (951) 285-6467
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest” —  Rockaway Theatre 
Co. presents Dale Wasserman’s 
comedy-drama about a group of 
patients in a psychiatric hospital 
and the no-nonsense nurse 
running the place. 
When: Nov. 13 - Nov. 22, 
Friday-Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“Othello” —  As part of its 
monthly Shakespeare in Queens 
series, Titan Theatre Co. will 
present a staged reading of the 
Bard’s tragic tale of jealousy, 
betrayal and love. 
When: Monday, Nov. 2, at 
5:30 pm
Where: Queens Central 
Library, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-0778
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

“The Cherry Orchard” —  The 

Queens College Department 
of Drama, Theatre and Dance 
present Anton Chekhov’s tale 
about life, death and change. 
When: Through Nov. 8
Where: The Performance 
Space at Rathaus Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/seniors 
and Queens College students 
with valid ID
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

“The Importance of Being 
Earnest” — Subtitled “A 
Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People,” Oscar Wilde’s 
farce tweaks the social 
conventions of Victorian 
England. Oh, and is one 
of the funniest plays ever 
written. 
When: Through Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Timeless, the Mystery of the 
Dark Water” — Black Spectrum 
Theatre’s artistic director Carl 
Clay has written this thriller 
that promises to keep audience 
members on the edge of their 
seats. 
When: Through Nov. 22
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 177 Baisley Blvd., St. 
Albans
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com

“Wait Until Dark” — In this 
new adaptation of the 1966 
thriller in which a blind woman 
is terrorized in her apartment 
by a trio of thugs, the setting is 

still Greenwich Village, but the 
time is the 1940s. Variations 
Theatre Group’s production will 
be the fi rst in New York City of 
the revised script. 
When: Oct. 30 - Nov. 14
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$15/LIC residents, seniors 
and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

AUDITIONS

“Lend Me a Tenor” — Ken 
Ludwig’s farce revolves around 
a larger-than-life Italian opera 
singer, who can’t go on as Otello, 
and the chaos that surrounds 
the event. Performances will be 
held in late February and early 
March. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, at 
noon
Where: Maggie’s Little 
Theater, St. Margaret’s 
Parish, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Contact: 
maggieslittletheater@gmail.
com
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

THRILLER REDUX
Kirk Gostkowski (l.) cowers as Christina Elise Perry strikes a match in a scene from 
a new version of “Wait Until Dark,” which opens Friday at the Chain Theatre in Long 
Island City.  Photo courtesy Matt Wells

Continued from Page 44 
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cludes almost 100 objects 
she has collected over 
the last 30 years. 

Occupying the entire 
first-floor gallery, Le-
mieux’s installation fea-
tures such things as an 
Army helmet, pair of high 
heel shoes and an electric 
alarm clock precisely ar-
ranged in a grid, accord-
ing to ascending height. 

The artist’s ongo-
ing exploration into the 
realms of memory and 
meaning is reflected 
here, allowing viewers 
to expand the narrative 
through interactive par-
ticipation in a shared in-
terpretation.

Lemieux, 58, explained 
the theme of her current 
works with these words: 
“memory and absence.”

As for her message? 
The artist said she’s not 
attempting or striving 
for any particular one. 

“What I can say, is 

that I love watching the 
viewers slow down — 
looking and studying the 
objects perhaps bring-
ing their own memories 
and/or curiosities to the 
object,” she said.

Although she now 
lives outside of Boston, 
Lemieux fondly recalled 
her early days as a rising 
star artist living in Man-
hattan for 12 years in the 
’80s and early ’90s.

“One could say, I 
got my MFA living and 

exhibiting in the East 
Village with Cash/Ne-
whouse Gallery,” she 
said. “There are many 
persons who I met at that 
time who I cherish and 
stay in touch with.”

And even though she 
hasn’t spent much time 
in Queens, she said Fish-
er Landau Art Center 
“would be a jewel any-

where.
The other current 

exhibition, “Altered Ap-
pearances,” occupies the 
second- and third-floor 
galleries, and presents 
nearly 70 works by 28 art-
ists from the permanent 
collection. 

Curated by Arbatsky, 
this exhibit explores 
haunting, other-worldly 

subject matter and ethe-
real images that are not 
always what they appear, 
utilizing innovative im-
age processing and the 
construction of elusive 
architectural land-
scapes. 

Highlights include pho-
tographs by Adam Fuss, 
featuring snakes, infants 
and moving water. 

“The center is riding a 
wave of publicity with our 
current exhibition ‘Al-
tered Appearances’ being 
named one of the 10 best 
private museum shows 
on view worldwide right 
now, as well as a recent 
feature in the New York 
Times ‘Two Good Rea-
sons’ column, focusing on 
LIC,” Arbatsky said. 

Continued from Page 43 
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At the Fisher Landau Center for Art, recently picked as one of the top 10 private museums in the world, works by Inez Van 
Lamsweerde and Vindoodh Matadin are part of the "Altered Appearances" exhibition on the second floor.  

Photo courtesy Fisher Landau Center for Art

Canine Costume Carnival — 
Grab your four-legged friend 
and take part in a costume 
contest for dogs. Other 
activities include carnival 
games, face painting and a 
photo booth. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Rockaway Freeway, 
Beach Channel Drive and 
Beach 84th St. Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 903-6518

Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Children’s Halloween 
Parade — Queens Botanical 
Garden holds its fi rst costume 
parade for children ages 3 to 
10. Costumed kids will march 
through the garden’s main 
grounds. Don’t forget to bring 
a trick-or-treat bag. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Cido’s Birthday 
Spooktacular — Celebrate 
Halloween and Cido the 
Clown’s birthday with a 
costume contest, magic show, 
music and birthday cake.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Dead or Alive in Rocket 
Park— Spend Halloween at 
the New York Hall of Science 
where you can make traditional 
Oaxacan Day of the Dead paper 
cutouts, create a box monster 
and grab a creepy crawly snack 
at the Bug Café.  Don’t miss the 
NYSCI’s catapult Chuck as he 
tosses pumpkins into the air at 
1 pm and 3 pm.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, students with ID and 
children ages 2 - 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Bayside Village Halloween 
Family Fun Day — The Bayside 
BID plans an afternoon of 
rides, contests, a pumpkin 
patch and a dance contest.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 5 pm
Where: 41st Avenue between 
Bell Boulevard and 213th 
Street, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 423-2434
Website: www.
baysidevillage.net

Bowne House Halloween — 
Families are invited to this 
Halloween celebration, which 
includes caramel apples, apple 
cider, colonial crafts and toys, 
as well as a tour of the house.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 1 pm - 3 pm
Where: Bowne House, 37-01 
Bowne St., Flushing
Cost: $3/per child
Contact: (718) 359-0528
Website: www.bownehouse.
org

Hocus Pocus in the Park— 
Head to Fantasy Forest to 
celebrate Halloween with 
a costume contest, candy 
giveaways, raffl es and more.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 3 pm - 7 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park

Cost: Free, but there is a 
fee to ride the carousel and 
other attractions. 
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Halloween Festival at 
Flushing Town Hall— Wear 
your costume and take part 
in mask-making workshops, 

pumpkin piñatas, ghost 
stories and Halloween treats. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 3 pm - 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Continued from Page 46 
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IF YOU GO
Fisher Landau Center 
for Art

Where: 38-27 30th St., 
Long Island City
When: Thursday 
through Monday, noon 
- 5 pm
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 937-0727
Website: www.fl cart.
org

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
The Hindu Temple Society of North America and the 
Queens Museum will present a celebration of Diwali 
Sunday at the museum. See Events for more information. 

‘TIS THE SEASON
Costumed revelers take part in last year’s 
Halloween Festival at Flushing Town Hall.  

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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carefully crafted web of deception be-
gins its inevitable unraveling. 

Titan’s artistic director, Lenny Ban-
ovez, in a rare on-stage role, is delight-
fully smarmy as Algernon Moncrieff, 
who shows more concern for a tray of 
cucumber sandwiches than he does for 
his friend Jack. 

The slightly unbalanced Cecily, 
played to perfection by Maggie Wetzel, 
has created an imaginary courtship 
and engagement—and even called off 
the wedding—before ever meeting her 
betrothed. The governess Miss Prism, 

a wonderfully befuddled Christy Rich-
ardson, mistakes a manuscript for a 
baby and vice versa.

But the key to a successful farce is 
ensuring the cast plays it straight. 

And despite the ridiculousness of 
their situations, the characters legiti-
mately believe they are acting accord-
ing to the dictates of good society. 

Deflecting the realities and ugli-
ness of real life may look good to out-
siders, who are most likely participat-
ing in their own game of charades, but 
in the end Wilde’s characters demon-
strate that it is a futile way to make it 
through life. 

But then, that seems to be his point, 
as well as his insistence on the impor-
tance of being true to oneself. 

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Continued from Page 45 

‘Earnest’

Maggie Wetzel (l.) as Cecily presents a bunch of flowers to her tutor, Miss Prism, played 
by Christy Richardson, in a scene from “The Importance of Being Earnest.” 

Photo courtesy Michael Dekker
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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York and a sampling of region-
al wine and beer.

Another Kansas City-New 
York bet is on between Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown and his Kansas City, 
Mo., counterpart, Jackson 
County Prosecutor Jean Pe-
ters Baker.

Brown is putting up a 
homemade Italian hero from 
Mama’s of Corona. Baker 

is waging slabs of ribs from 
Gates. 

“As the New York Mets 
chewed through their compe-
tition,” Brown said, “I am now 
anticipating chewing on some 
tasty Kansas City barbecue.”

“My Kansas City Royals 
play with grit and heart, and 
with the energy of an entire 
city behind them,” Baker shot 
back. “So I’d respectfully re-
quest that District Attorney 
Brown send some extra-spicy 
peppers on my hero sand-
wich.”

Is there a mayoral bet on? 

There is if you ask Kansas 
City Mayor Sly James.

“If the Mets win,” he said in 
a challenge to de Blasio, “I will 
go to the Kansas City School of 
Ballet. I will wear a Mets jer-
sey and I will sing, ‘New York, 
New York’, or at least part of it. 
If you wind up having to pay 
this bet, then you will go to a 
similar school in New York 
City, wear a Royals jersey and 
sing ‘Kansas City’.”

For his part, de Blasio is wa-
gering Junior’s cheesecake.

fraternity members and the 
fraternity itself face charges 
including assault, criminal 
conspiracy and homicide, but 
not all of them were charged 
with murder and aggravated 
assault. 

Andy Meng, younger 
brother of U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and head 
of the fraternity, allegedly 
instructed members to hide 
items bearing the Pi Delta Psi 
name, get rid of any evidence 
of hazing and change Deng’s 
clothing, the Pocono Moun-
tain Regional Police said..  

Meng was charged with 
hindering apprehension, haz-
ing and criminal conspiracy, 
according to the court. 

Todd Greenberg, a lawyer 
representing Lam, said his 
client is pleading not guilty 
and posted his $500,000 bail. 

“We entered a plea of not 
guilty and we adamantly 
deny the charges that he is 

guilty of murder in the third 
degree,” Greenberg said. 

Lai is also entering a not 
guilty plea, according to 
James Swetz, his lawyer.

Swetz said that Lai’s bail 
was set at $500,000 and that 
his bail modification hearing 
has been scheduled. 

He also noted that the 
controlled substance charge 
involves a small amount of 
marijuana. 

“We intend a vigorous de-
fense,” Swetz said. “This case 
is a tragedy. However, the 
facts do not support a murder 
charge. Murder requires mal-
ice and a particular state of 
mind on the part of the actor.”

Wong posted $500,000 bail 
and Li posted $150,000 bail, 
but it is not yet known wheth-
er Kwan posted his $500,000 
bail, the court said. 

Robert Saurman, the at-
torney representing Kwan, 
and Wieslaw Niemoczyn-
ski, the lawyer representing 
the fraternity, could not be 
reached for comment.

laborates with more than 120 
innovative and diverse part-
ners to help foster a more di-
saster-resilient nation. 

When it came to Hellrie-
gel’s home, “the homeowner 
wants to replicate how it ex-
isted,” lead architect Erik 
Jester from +LAB architects + 
experimentation, said. Jester 
said it was a long but worthy 
process to meet city, federal 
and Breezy Point Cooperative 
regulations and satisfy the ho-
meowner needs. 

“She wants her windows 
to be lower for her two small 
dogs,” Jester said. “It’s just her 
and her dogs so she wants to 
keep the character of the home 
the same.”

But while the home may 

look the same from the outside, 
it will undergo many changes. 

Chapman-Henderson said 
the home will be designed 
to be completely storm-resil-
ient with special windows, 
lightning protection technol-
ogy and to protect it from fires 
such as the one that destroyed 
over 300 Breezy Point homes 
during Hurricane Sandy. In 
addition, the home will be con-
structed with concrete. 

“Instead of having a wood-
en walkway—like she does 
now—it will made of concrete, 
greatly reducing the chances 
of a fire,” said Donn Thomp-
son, director of market devel-
opment for PCA. 

PCA represents the nation’s 
cement manufacturers and 
is a leader on the technology, 
economics and applications of 
cement and concrete. 

PCA will be donating all 

the concrete construction ma-
terials needed to build Hellrie-
gel’s home. The rebuild has a 
bigger purpose as well. 

FLASH is planning to 
document every minute of the 
construction and put together 
a manual for rebuilding a re-
silient home. The manual can 
be shared with any person, 
city or organization across the 
nation. 

“Resilient homes bring 
peace of mind to families by 
providing optimal safety and 
comfort.” Thompson said. 
“Durable buildings feature 
better disaster resistance, 
making communities stronger 
and better able to successfully 
weather any challenge.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

actively looking for an apart-
ment or gainful employment 
to be able to get back on their 
own feet because their homes 
were destroyed,” she said. 

The organization is the offi-
cial on-the-ground partner for 
the Marines Toys for Tots pro-
gram, which targets disaster-
affected areas and low-income 
families in general. 

We Care also hopes to fur-
ther develop its free summer 

program, Fun in the Sun, and 
Bernowitz plans to open a food 
pantry in the 11694 zip code 
area, which covers Rockaway 
Park.   

The business landscape 
of the Rockaways has also 
changed. She said that some 
new businesses and business 
owners have taken up the strip 
from Beach 86th to Beach 98th 
streets.

But she noted that from 
Beach 113th to Beach 115th 
streets, there is a huge empty 
lot that used to be occupied 
by businesses and had apart-
ments above and behind them. 

“Nobody wants to touch it,” 
she said.

She also said that bungalow 
communities on Beach 111th 
and Beach 112th streets were 
washed out by the hurricane. 

But she stressed that the 
hurricane has helped foster a 
stronger sense of community.

She said that she and the 
four other women who started 
the Free Flea Market did not 
know each other before the 
hurricane hit, even though 
they lived in the same area.

“Sandy brought that friend-
ship together,” she said.

“Nearly three years ago, 
Sandy provided a stark pic-
ture of the risks of climate 
change,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said. “When we took office, 
Build it Back was simply not 
delivering for homeowners. 
We’ll continue to push for-
ward as we build a stronger, 
more resilient [city] for all.”

Under the Bloomberg 
administration, the Build 
It Back program became 
a bureaucratic backlog 
of false promises made to 
Sandy-damaged communi-
ties. Victims did not receive 
reimbursement and a com-
plicated and ever-changing 
application process through 
unqualified employees made 
recovery for Sandy-affected 
residents even harder, ac-
cording to a 2014 report from 
the city comptroller.    

“They  improved vastly. I 
am understanding with Build 
It Back - they were given this 
money with conditions from 
the federal government,” said 
Addabbo, who has Sandy re-
covery satellite offices across 
his district. “Today if a case 
falls through the cracks, 
I make a call and get a re-
sponse.” 

Addabbo pointed out an 
estimated $30 million has 
already gone back to his dis-
trict  , but among his major 
concerns are resiliency proj-
ects which have not started.  

In spring 2014, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio redesigned the pro-
gram to get much-needed re-
lief to homeowners. 

To date, the city program 
has made an offer to nearly 
every one of its 10,000 active 
applicants, and moved many 
of them into construction 
or reimbursement  valued at 
over $100 million.  Build it 
Back completed its 1,000th 
construction project on Sept. 
14.

A comprehensive $20 
billion resiliency program 
 will continue focusing on 
strengthening coastal defens-
es, protecting infrastructure, 
strengthening communities 
and adapting buildings.

The short-term safety 
measures in place such as 4.2 
million cubic yards of sand 
on the Rockaway peninsula 
and in Coney Island, 9.8 miles 
of dunes across the Rockaway 
peninsula and in Staten Is-
land, 10,500 linear feet of 
bulkheads across the city and 
16 new improvements to the 
city’s building code, address 
new climate threats.

Other projects such as 
the $3 billion for NYCHA re-
design 33 impacted develop-
ments ; a partnership with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to advance investments 
in Sea Gate, the Rockaway 
peninsula, Jamaica Bay, 
and the East Shore of Staten 
Island; and investments in 
coastal protection for Breezy 
Point, Red Hook, will help 
protect shorelines across the 
city.

Continued from Page 9 Continued from Page 4 

Build

Continued from Page 42 

Hazing

Continued from Page 4 

Breezy Point

Continued from Page 5 

Bernowitz

 City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale) is a 
third-generation Mets fan. 

“I’m extremely excited and 
proud of our Mets,” Crowley 
said. “They’ve played like All 
Stars, but they don’t come 

with the big price tag like that 
team in the Bronx. They have 
a certain small town feel about 
them.”

Crowley was a third grader 
when the Mets won in ’86. She 
is a neophyte compared to City 
Councilwoman Karen Koslow-
itz (D-Forest Hills).

“I remember ‘86, but I also 
go back to the 1969 Miracle 

Mets,” she said. “This is great 
for Queens, because this team 
struggled all year long but got 
off the deck and took off when 
they needed to. They’re a per-
fect example of what happens 
when you work hard and you 
work hard together as a team. 
Just like Queens.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 

Citi Field
Continued from Page 9 

Bet
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LEASING A 1999 OR NEWER NON-GM VEHICLE? 
SAVE $1,500 OFF A NEW CHEVROLET LEASE OR PURCHASE

Must show proof of current lease.  On select passenger or light duty trucks. Offer is transferable in household. Vehicle does not need to be traded in.  See dealer for details.

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�
N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT    

 

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

Stk# T0149, Reference# 19559, Auto, 1.8L V4, 
OnStar, WiFi, Power Windows/Locks. 7 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $39/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
24-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $99 
or $39 1st payment, $995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee 

plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $2,376

MSRP ............................................... $20,020
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,021
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,003

$15,996 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$14,496

$99 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# Inbound, Reference# 19580, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 
Way Power Drivers Seat, Onstar. 6 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $159/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
24-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $219 
or $159 1st payment, $1,895 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank 

Fee plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $5,256

MSRP ............................................... $32,650
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,611
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$1,250

$29,789 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$28,289

$219 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S1359, Reference# 19560, Auto, 2.5L V4, 
Remote Start, Rear Park Assist, WiFi. 7 Available!

2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $89/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
24-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $139 
or $89 1st payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee 

plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $3,336

MSRP ............................................... $24,410
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,411
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,662

$19,337 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$17,837

$139 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S16315, Reference# 19578, Auto, 5.3L V8, Black Out 
Edition, Onstar, trailer Package, Bed Liner. 4 Available!

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $219/month with $500 Conquest Rebate. 
39-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $259 
or $219 1st payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank 

Fee plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $10,101

MSRP ............................................... $40,130
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $2,631
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,750

$33,749 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ...... - $500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$33,249

$259/MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# T0180, Reference# 19579, Auto, 2.4L V4, AM/FM, 
8 Way Power Driver Seat, OnStar, WiFi, 20 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $99/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
24-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $159 
or $99 1st payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee 

plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $3,816

MSRP ............................................... $28,990
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,123
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$4,348

$23,519 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$22,019

$159 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S1504, Reference# 19593, Auto, 5.3L V8, Roof 
Rack Cross Rails. 1 Available!

2015 CHEVROLET TAHOE LS 4X4

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $399/month with $2,000 Conquest Rebate. 
39-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $449 
or $399 1st payment, $3,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank 

Fee plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $17,511

MSRP ............................................... $52,105
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $6,110

$45,995Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE -$2,000
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$43,995

$449/MONTH 
LEASE

PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES .. 17,837

SILVERADO 15002015 
CHEVROLET

PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES .. 14,496

DOUBLE CAB 4X4

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want. 
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional.

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

Service Loaner
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

Drop-Off Valet
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH EVERY VEHICLE:

EXCLUSIVE

Pricing excludes tax , title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expires 11/2/15.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Federico Mussini has al-

ready made a positive first 
impression at St. John’s with 
his strong outside shooting 
display at the program’s an-
nual Tipoff event.

“So far it has been the 
shooting,” the 6-foot-1 fresh-
man point guard said. “We 
only did the scrimmage and 
everybody came to me and 
said, ‘Oh, you are a good 
shooter.’ ”

While the Italian import, 
who will share time at the 
point guard spot with class-
mate Marcus LoVett, has the 
potential to be the best shoot-
er the Red Storm has had in 
recent years, he is far from 
a one-dimensional player. 

Senior Felix Balamou raved 
about Mussini’s passing, bas-
ketball IQ and court vision.

“I see the combination of 
shooting, driving by someone 
and smarts,” Balamaou said. 
“It’s hard to see players like 
that who have a little bit of 
everything.”

Mussini’s maturity be-
yond his years comes from 
his basketball upbringing 
in Italy. He began playing 
the game on the playground 
of Reggio Emilia, a city of 
170,000 in the northern por-
tion of the country. Mussini 
played for the Italian Un-
der-16 and 18 national teams. 
The the U18 team was named 
to the 2014 European Cham-
pionships All-Tournament 

BY BRANDON MAUK
 
The St. John’s women’s soc-

cer team sent their seniors off 
in style in what is likely their 
last home game.                                                                                                                           

Like she has done so many 
times in her storied career, 
forward Rachel Daly scored 
the winner in the 83rd minute 
to lift the No. 25-ranked Red 
Storm to a 1-0 victory over 
Xavier on Senior Night last 
Saturday at Belson Stadium, 
in the final regular season 
home game for several St. 
John’s seniors.

“To finish my career at Bel-
son, in that fashion, it means 
the world to me.” Daly said. 
“I wouldn’t want it any other 
way, not with anyone else. To 
win, with my dad here, makes 
it even more extra special.”

It was a matter of when, not 

if, St. John’s would score. They 
dominated in shots (16-5), shots 
on goal (10-4), and corner kicks 
(4-0), but stellar play by Xavier 
goalkeeper Rachel Piccus kept 
the game scoreless. 

Then Daly, the program’s 
all-time leading scorer, came 
to the rescue as she seemingly 
always has during her three 
years in Queens. She scored 
her 17th goal of the season on 
a finish in the box on a pass 
from Jesse Schaefer. 

Stellar defense and goalten-
ding made that goal stand up.

“The seniors, we all lead by 
example,” Daly said. “We’ve 
got a bunch of great freshmen 
and sophomores and juniors 
as well. And I think we just 
combine all that together, and 
come together to make this 
team as special as it can be.”

The victory was the team’s 

single-season record 11th 
shutout of the year, and they 
finished with a perfect 6-0-0 
record at home for the season. 
This was their seventh 1-0 win 
of 2015.

“A shutout, that’s always 
nice,” red shirt senior defender 
Georgia Kearney-Perry said. 
“We’ve done well with that, we 
got the shutout record. Abso-
lutely perfect”

Before the game, St. John’s 
(13-2-1) honored Daly, Kearney-
Perry and fellow seniors Shel-
by Halasz, Emily Cubbage, 
Diamond Thomas, Alexis Ur-
banski, Katie DeVault   and 
Alana Mitchem. 

“It is bittersweet. It’s hard 
to swallow, last game on Bel-
son, five years of hard work, 
and probably the best part of 
my life. It’s a hard pill to swal-

Continued on Page 57

St. John’s Rachel Daly takes the game-winning shot during a Big East women’s soccer game against Xavier at 
St. John’s University last week.  Photo by Robert Cole

Freshman guard Federico Mussini left a professional career in Italy to 
play at St. John’s.  By Gina Palermo

Seniors save the day

American basketball 
with side of Italian

Continued on Page 57

Daly goal propels St. John’s into Big East tournament
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WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

Hunting for a Good Deal? Look N

2012 HONDA ACCORD EX
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22666T

$14,995

2010 INFINITI FX35 AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF., 

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 80K MILES #2274T

$18,995

2007 LEXUS RX350
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

71K MILES #22781T

$14,995
2005 INFINITI FX35

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
73K MILES #22662T

$10,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

50K MILES #22743T

$11,995

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

91K MILES #22600T

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
38K MILES #22716T

$27,995

2014 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22597T

$17,995

2006 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 120K MILES #22616T

$8,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD, 

17K MILES #22598T

$26,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22617T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 11/10/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

LEATHER

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

FULLY 
LOADED

2007 HONDA CIVIC SI
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

87K MILES #22689T

$9,995
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No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2008 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

93K MILES #22779T

$9,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

38K MILES #22618T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2009 TOYOTA HUGHLANDER
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

37K MILES #22757T

$17,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish, 
Chinese & Korean

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 11/10/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2010 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

70K MILES #22762T

$11,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

83K MILES #22577T

$11,995

2013 TOYOTA PRIUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

41K MILES #22782T

$13,995

2008 NISSAN ROGUE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 

117K MILES #22369T

$8,995
2011 TOYOTA AVALON LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
31K MILES #22765T

$18,995

2014 TOYOTA VENZA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22621T

$28,995

LIMITED CERTIFIED

LOADED
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Samuel Jules continues to 
power Jamaica. 

The senior running back 
scored three touchdowns 
while running for 101 yards 
on 13 carries to lead Jamaica 
to a 34-0 road victory over 
Grady in PSAL Bowl confer-
ence football last Saturday. 
Garfield McDonald ran for 
125 yards on eight carries and 
Anthony White added a score 
on the ground. Malik Lawerie 
chipped in two interceptions. 
The win improves Jamaica’s 
record to 7-1 and leaves them 
all alone in second place.    

Tottenville 30, Flushing 

14: Tajmaleeak Beckett went 
15 of 20 passing for 156 yards 
and a touchdown to Emanie 
Roberts for Flushing (1-7). 
Beckett also ran for 20 yards 
and a score. Antonio John-
son made eight tackles and 
Rashid Tindal collected an 

 interception.
Bayside 18, Beach Chan-

nel 8: Shariff Abukari went 
4-for-11, passing for 75 yards 
and touchdowns to Elijah Wal-

cott and Jason Benton for Bay-
side (6-2). Elijah Rimpel added 
42 yards on the ground and a 
touchdown. Abiola Shobitan 
made eight tackles.

Christ the King 54, St. 

Francis Prep 14: Siddiq Mu-
hammad, Elyjah Campbell, 
Adrian Velez, Ahmad Fer-
nandez and Giovanni Downie 
each scored touchdowns and 
combined for 250 yards on the 
ground for Christ the King (7-0, 
6-0). David Navas threw for 84 
yards and a touchdown to To-
sin Oyekanmi. Brent Priester 
made nine tackles. Tyler Sia-
mas went 6 of 10 passing for 104 
yards and two touchdowns for 
St. Francis Prep (2-5, 1-5). Jus-
tin Hollis caught four passes 
for 65 yards and a score and 
Anthony Hoy added a touch-
down grab. 

Long Island City 18, Car-

dozo 0: Dayshawn Small car-
ried the ball 32 times for 215 
yards and a touchdown for 
Long Island City (6-2). He also 
made 11 tackles and collected 
an interception. Quarter-
back Wilton Calderon added 
67 yards and a score on eight 

carries and added 75 yards in 
the air. Elkwaun Darling and 
Omari McMillian combined 
for 95 yards rushing for Car-
dozo (6-2).

John Adams 14, Spring-

field Gardens 8: Antwon 
James completed 7 of 14 passes 
for 165 yards and a touchdown 
to Christopher Rios for John 
Adams (4-4). Edward Rios ran 
for 63 yards and a touchdown 
on 10 carries. Christopher 
Clarke ran the ball 23 times for 
125 yards and a score. Spring-
field Gardens is 4-4.  

Eagle Academy II 38, Far 

Rockaway 0: Jaquan Miller 
posted 90 yards of total offense 
for Far Rockaway (3-5). Roy 
Joseph caught four passes for 
60 yards and Joshua Clenant 
made six tackles. 
OTHER SCORES:

Campus Magnet 28, Boys & 
Girls 0
Cardinal Hayes 42, Holy Cross 
12

A
liyyah Handford is 
on the verge of stand-
ing alone in St. John’s 
women’s basketball his-

tory and joining an elite group 
in the school’s storied hoops’ 
history.

The Red Storm women’s 
basketball senior guard can 
become the program’s all-
time leading scorer this sea-
son and also become just the 
fourth Johnnie to reach the 
2,000-point plateau. The 5-foot-
9 Handford, who has 1,514 
points, is chasing the mark of 
1,950 of Ling-Ling Hou (1977-
80). Only men’s players Chris 
Mullin, Malik Sealy and 
D’Angelo Harrison have ever 
scored 2,000 points.

“It’s going to be very spe-
cial, coming here and your 
name is still known,” said 
Handford, the program’s first 
ever Big East preseason player 
of the year selection. “It’s a 
great thing.”

She will get to that point 
with minimal help from the 

3-point shot, which didn’t ex-
ist when Mullin played. Hand-
ford, who has become an excel-
lent mid-range shooter, has 
made just three shots from be-
hind the arc in her career, but 
scored 655 points last year.

“If you think about that, 
it makes it more insane,” Red 
Storm coach Joe Tartamella 
said.

The feat certainly wasn’t 
unfathomable. The fourth-
year coach knew he had a spe-
cial player when he recruited 
her. Once she got to Queens, 
he marveled at her work ethic 
on the court and in the class-
room, her ability to get the 
most out of her skill set and 
her maturity. 

Her first year, Handford 
was thrown into the starting 
lineup when Eugeneia McPher-
son was lost for the season to a 
knee injury, and didn’t bat an 
eye. She went on to earn Big 
East All-Freshman team hon-
ors, which Handford credited 
to being pushed by program 
greats Nadirah McKenith and 
Shenneika Smith.

“Coming in my freshman 
year with Shenneika and Nana 
it was scary,” Hanford said. “It 
was a lot of pressure, having 
them yell at you all the time to 
fix things.”

Handford is more the quiet 
type, but her game and effort 

speak loudly. Tartmella said 
she is the player who wins 
practice, which has a scor-
ing system, more consistently 
than anyone he’s ever had. 
Consistency and dependability 
have been her calling cards.

“I know what I am going to 
get from her every single day,” 
Tartamella said.

Her toughness, superb ath-
leticism and ability to come 
through in the clutch have 
rightly earned her the un-
questioned trust of her team-
mates. She has also averaged 
5.4 rebounds per game for her 
career. There isn’t a play they 
don’t believe she can make.  

“Energy every single time 
she steps on the court, even at 
practice,” senior forward San-
dra Udobi said. “She makes 
some crazy move and I am 
looking at here like, ‘How do 
you do that?’”

A few more things can 
make Handford the program’s 
unquestioned best. The Red 
Storm is again expected to 
be in the running for a con-
ference title and Tartmella 
believes Handford has done 
enough to be the third player 
drafted into the WNBA.

All of it will lead to Han-
ford being forever in a pan-
theon among the elite player’s 
men or women to ever suit up 
for St. John’s. Handford isn’t 

thinking about that now, but 
understands how much that 
will mean years later.

“Coming back here after 
a few years when I’m gone it 

will be great to still hear my 
name around this program,” 
she said.

It is a name that could 
stand alone

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Jamaica’s Garfield McDonald (seen here playing against Bayside) racked 
up 125 yards against Grady last Saturday. Photo by William Thomas

Aliyyah Handford stands alone at the top

Jamaica rolls past Grady in 34-0 victory

St. John’s senior guard Aliyyah Handford has the opportunity to be-
come the women’s basketball program’s all-time leading scorer. 

Photo by Gina Palermo
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team after averaging a tour-
nament-high 22.6 point per 
game and shooting 42.9 per-
cent from long distance to go 
with 4.0 rebounds.

Last season Mussini played 
for Pallacanestro Reggiana of 
the Italian League’s first divi-
sion. He averaged 8.2 points 
over 10 games at the 2015 Euro-
Cup. That experience compet-
ing with older players has left 
him well prepared for his first 
collegiate season in the United 
States.

“Anytime you play against 
older and more mentally ma-
ture players it helps,” St. John’s 
coach Chris Mullin said. “You 

get some of their habits. You 
learn some of their tricks He 
does not got overwhelmed by 
anything. He is a really smart 
kid. He really absorbs every-
thing we give him.”

Mussini, who was origi-
nally recruited to play for for-
mer coach Steve Lavin and his 
staff, said it was a difficult to 
leave a professional career in 
Europe behind. He did so be-
cause he saw playing in New 
York City for someone with 
Mullin’s credentials as a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity.

“He is maybe the biggest 
reason why I am here,” he 
said. “I think he is going to 
lead us to be a great team. I 
can learn a lot of things from 
him because he is one of the 
best players ever.”

While Mussini hasn’t made 
an attempt to beat Mullin in a 
shooting contest, he has been 
one of the closest so far to com-
pleting the drill of making 
three-consecutive treys from 
five different spots in 90 sec-
onds.

Mussini also saw coming to 
St. John’s as a chance to play 
the American brand of basket-
ball. He was inspired by the 
games of Stephen Curry, Jason 
William and Allen Iverson. 

Mussini smiled when asked 
if he played with the same 
flare, saying he didn’t know.

“I would like to,” Mussini 
said. “Because they are the 
players what inspired me 
so. That is where I want to 
reach.”

Continued from Page 53

Mussini

Rachel Daly receives a hug from teammate, Georgia Kearney-Perry, 
after scoring the winning goal against Xavier last week at St. John’s 
University.  Photo by Robert Cole

low, but I’m happy we got the 
win, and the shutout,” Kear-
ney-Perry said.

This senior class is per-
haps the finest in the pro-
gram’s history. They led the 
Red Storm to a NCAA Tour-
nament in 2013 and the Big 
East semifinal in 2014, but 
that wasn’t enough for them. 
They wanted to do even 
more.

With the victory, St. 
John’s clinched a berth in the 

Big East tournament begin-
ning Nov. 3. 

DePaul tying 1-1 with 
Georgetown over the week-
end has the Red Storm in 
control of their own destiny. 
Beating Providence on Oct. 
30 would clinch the confer-
ence regular season crown. 
This class has been a game-
changer for St. John’s wom-
en’s soccer program.

“We compete for Big East 
championships now,” St. 
John’s Coach Ian Stone said. 
“And that certainly wasn’t 
the case when they first got 
here.”

Soccer
Continued from Page 53 
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and new sections linked to-
gether,” said Meghan Lalor, 
spokeswoman for New York 
City Parks. The boardwalk 
will be entirely completed as 
new construction by Memo-
rial Day 2017, she added.

Officials said the structure 
would be more elevated and 
secure than its predecessor. 
“The new boardwalk, which 
started construction in April 

2014, will set a global standard 
for resilient shoreline design, 
while providing the Rockaway 
community with a beautiful, 
functional beachfront,” said 
the Parks Department in a 
statement released this July. 
“The project is being integrat-
ed into a multi-layered system 
of coastal protection that will 
resist future weather events 
and account for the long-term 
effects of climate change,” it 
added. 

 “Before Sandy this place 
was falling down,” Hynes add-

ed. “Now it’s wider and clean-
er. There’s just no comparison.  
It’s a home run. This here is 
built to stay.”

Lorena Jerez, who lost her 
home in the storm, now lives 
nearby with her daughter. She 
sat on a bench bundled up in 
her jacket staring out to sea. 

“I guess I don’t know 
whether I like it more or less,” 
she said plaintively. “It just 
looks so different. This whole 
area does.”

ter visitors have not been 
respectful of their neighbor-
hood. 

They complained about 
garbage being disposed on 
their lawns, parked cars 
blocking their driveways and 
complete disregard by their 
neighbors.  

“We have been dealing 
with this for years,” Cambria 
Heights Civic Association 
President Steven Taylor said.   

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis), Council members 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) and I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and Commu-
nity Board 13 sent letters in 
support of the vote against 
the approval for the proposed 
site. 

Comrie told residents 
at the meeting the matter 
would go to the city’s Board 
of Standards and Appeals, an 
independent board to grant 
“relief” from the zoning code 
on regulation of land use, de-
velopment and construction. 

Deptford, Pa. Guardian An-
gels stood alongside com-
munity activists. Friends 
hugged and held family. 

“I’m here to let the police 
know that their lives mat-
ter,” said Calvin Hunt, who 
is from Harlem and knew 
Holder personally. He was 
standing across the street 
with a large sign that read 
Blue Lives Matter. “It’s just 
sad that all this could have 
been avoided. You see it on 
the news, but when you come 
to the wake and you see the 
body laying there, then you 
realize how important these 
cops are, man.”

Patrol cars could be seen 
from Nassau County, North-

port, L.I., Glassboro, N.J., 
Poundridge, N.Y. and be-
yond. 

On Monday night, com-
munity leaders and police 
stood side by side at police 
precincts across the city for a 
total of 37 minutes of silence 
— 33 minutes for each year of 
Holder’s life and four for each 
of the four NYPD officers 
killed this past year.

Holder was shot in the 
head and killed Oct. 20 re-
sponding to a report of gang-
related gunshots in Upper 
Manhattan.

Investigators said Monday 
a gun found over the weekend 
matched the weapon used in 
the shooting. The suspect, 
Tyrone Howard, was charged 
with murder and robbery, 
prosecutors said. 

A funeral service for Hold-
er was scheduled for Wednes-

associations, civic leaders, 
trade unions, transportation 
and environmental advocates 
and good- governance organi-
zations. Its Fair Plan would 
generate revenue while bring-
ing toll equity to the region’s 
commuters and businesses 
while reducing grinding traf-
fic jams.

Developed by transporta-
tion guru, “Gridlock” Sam 
Schwatz, the former city traf-
fic commissioner and former 
chief engineer at the city De-
partment of Transportation, 
the Move NY Fair Plan plan 
would generate $1.35 billion 
annually, cut down on traf-
fic and pay for repairs to sta-
tions on the No. 7 subway line, 
which the Citizens Budget 
Commission called the worst 

stations in the city. Schwartz 
explained why it makes sense 
in Van Bramer’s district dur-
ing a powerful presentation at 
the LIC Summit in June. 

“All the traffic leaves the 
Long Island Expressway at 
Van Dam Street and snakes 
through all of the roads in 
Sunnyside and Long Island 
City trying to get to the free 
Queensboro Bridge instead 
of paying a toll at the Queens 
Midtown Tunnel,” Schwartz 
said. “These are high crash 
areas and the 180,000 vehicles 
a day adds plenty of air pollu-
tion. No neighborhood would 
benefit more from Move NY 
than Long Island City.”

Alex Matthiessen, Move 
NY’s campaign director, called 
Van Bramer’s endorsement a 
major shot in the arm. He be-
comes the 13th City Council 
member to back the plan.

“As the City Council’s ma-
jority leader and a widely re-

spected member of the Queens 
delegation, his support is espe-
cially meaningful and signifi-
cant,” Matthiessen said. “Ma-
jority Leader Van Bramer has 
done his homework and like a 
growing number of New York-
ers has come to the conclusion 
that the Move NY Fair Plan is 
the best and only option for re-
ducing traffic, improving tran-
sit and securing a sustainable 
revenue stream to maintain 
and expand out transportation 
network. We look forward to 
working with Majority Leader 
Van Bramer and other elected 
officials to make Move NY a 
reality for the millions of rid-
ers and drivers who rely on 
our subways, buses, roads, 
bridges, and commuter rail to 
get around this great city.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Van Bramer
Continued from Page 1 

Holder

Continued from Page 2 

CB 13
Continued from Page 4 

Boardwalk

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

DONATE STUFF.

CREATE JOBS.
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We make math
make sense.

At Mathnasium, we believe that every child 
has the ability to be successful in math—it’s 
just a matter of teaching the way that makes 
sense to them. When math makes sense, kids 
leap way ahead—whether they started out 
far behind or already ahead in math.

NOW
ENROLLING

for 

Back to School 

Programs!

Math
Help

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

FREE ASSESSMENT
Schedule today to see if your child is 

ready for the new school year!

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

www.mathnasium.com


