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BY BILL PARRY

The grand master of Ameri-
can documentary filmmaking 
sat on a metal folding chair in 
the cafeteria at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights and reflected on what 
made him choose this particular 
neighborhood as the subject of his 
41st movie. 

 Frederick Wiseman, 85, the 
son of a Russian immigrant, 
wanted to explore one of the 
most diverse communities on the 
planet, where 167 different lan-
guages are spoken within a mile 
of Roosevelt Avenue.

“I am completely fascinated by 
the immigrant experience and I 
knew there was enough material 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Mark Libertini, the new 
co-owner of Aigner Choco-
lates in Forest Hills, smiled 
broadly from across the 
counter and offered a piece 
of peanut brittle--dark or 
milk--to any customer will-
ing to take him up.

In August, Libertini, a 
trained pastry chef, who 
also co-owns a deli in 
Midtown Manhattan, was 
in Forest Hills hoping to 
surprise his fiancée with 
some sweets from Aigner. 
He hadn’t known that af-
ter almost five decades the 
Aigner family had decided 

to put the store up for sale. 
Libertini saw the for-rent 
sign, called the number 
and met with the Aigners 
later that day. 

Libertini thought he 
was well suited to take the 
job over and the Aigners 
agreed. Two weeks later 

BY BILL PARRY

Madison Square Garden an-
nounced Monday that it is seek-
ing to host a three-day music 
festival at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park in June that would 
have a world-class lineup of talent 
and serve as a showcase for the 
culture and diversity of the city. 

The proposal comes one month 
after industry giant AEG Live ap-
proached the city Parks Depart-
ment about bringing a large-scale 
Coachella-style music festival 
to the same park in the same 
month.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz quickly raised the caution 
flag about for-profit organiza-
tions shutting down major por-

BY TOM MOMBERG

Around 200 supporters of the New York Cos-
mos soccer team’s plans to build a new stadium 
on the Queens-Nassau county border joined labor 
leaders at a rally to grab the state’s attention on 

Unions rally to support 
new Cosmos stadium

Rachel Kellner (l) and Mark Libertini  are 
the new co-owners of Aigner Chocolates. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Flushing park 
music festival
worries Katz

Jackson Heights gets a closeup
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Forest Hills’ sweet success

Documentarian 
focuses on nabe

These young women from the Hindu Temple Society of North America in Flushing are getting set to perform at 
the Queens Museum for a Diwali festival, five days of celebration that includes buying — and — showing off  new 
clothes and decorating the house.  Photo by Michael Shain 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

HOLIDAY TAKEOUT PACKAGE
FRESH ROASTED WHOLE TURKEY

$19999

  www.NevadaDinerNY.com               See on page 9

80-26 Queens Blvd. 
Elmhurst, NY 11373

(718) 426-2229 

Serves 12-14 People (18-20Lbs.)

O’NEILL’S | MASPETH

HOLIDAY 
MEALS 
TO GO

(718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 2 ▼
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— OR — 
Dine with the O’Neill’s
Call for Reservations

(718) 672-9696

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Thanksgiving with our 
fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country 
style sausage and sage stuffing, vegetables, 
gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner ...............  $24
4-6 People ...........................  $135
5-9 people ..........................  $185
10-14 people.......................  $265
15-20 people.......................  $349
Additional Sides .................  $10 each
Half tray additional sides ..  $35
Pies .....................................  $15

They Will
Never Know...

Holiday 
Meals to Go

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  
(718) 672 - 9696   |   www.oneillsmaspeth.com

O’NEILL’S
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 
Since 1933

AACCEPPTTINGG RRESSEERRVVAAATTIOOONNNSS FOORR HHOOLIDDAYYY PPARRTTIEESS
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3CB11 opposes Bayside high school plan
BY TOM MOMBERG

Community Board 
11 voted 31-1 against the 
School Construction Au-
thority’s proposal to build 
a new high school on 32nd 
Avenue in Bayside Monday, 
going along with strong 
community opposition to 
the $114 million project.

The board’s Education 
Committee unanimously 
rejected the proposal the 
week before, citing con-
cerns that 32nd Avenue 
is too narrow and has too 
much traffic to allow for 
the increase in students, 
buses and cars. 

Other concerns about 
the proposal involve the 
site of the Bayside Jewish 
Center, which is under con-
tract to to be sold follow-
ing environmental impact 
studies and a City Council 
vote. 

Nearby residents are 
worried there would be no 
parking available for facul-
ty and staff for the proposed 

739-seat high school at 203-
05 32nd Ave. Baysiders are 
aware that the SCA and city 
Department of Education 
do not usually make such 
accommodations. They 
also fear the potential scale 
of a building necessary to 
house so many students on 

a roughly 1.2-acre parcel of 
land could call for a build-
ing three, four or more sto-
ries high. 

Other residents are con-
cerned that, according to 
city numbers, less than 40 
percent of the northeast 
Queens school district’s 

current enrollment is from 
locally zoned students.  
They contend that the 
DOE’s Office of School En-
rollment’s process for con-
sidering capacity must be 
reformed and think a new 
specialty school should be 
built at a more central loca-

tion in the borough.
All those reservations 

and then some were ad-
dressed thoroughly by 
about 160 spectators at the 
meeting, including some 30 
speakers—only a handful 
of whom spoke in favor of 
the proposal. Some board 
members commented that 
it was the greatest public 
turnout they had ever seen 
at one of their meetings.

The Council is expected 
to vote on the proposal fol-
lowing the end of a 45-day 
public review period that 
concludes Nov. 20.

Up until now Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) has tried to encourage 
the community to work 
with the SCA to choose pro-
gramming or a specialty 
school they would like to 
see installed in that high 
school, saying the proposed 
project is pretty much inev-
itable. He himself has been 
met with much unrest from 
his constituents about the 
proposal.

“Unfortunately, the re-
ality is that the city has en-
tered into a private contract 
with the Bayside Jewish 
Center and, as confirmed 
by the SCA, City Hall 
has never voted against a 
property acquisition for a 
school,” Vallone said in a 
statement.

But as a result of CB 
11’s disapproval of the proj-
ect, Vallone said he would 
now stand in opposition 
to the proposal at that spe-
cific site, “despite the com-
munity board’s repeated 
requests for a specialized 
high school in the district 
for nearly a decade.”

CB 11 members have 
acknowledged the need 
for more school seats 
in the school district it 
represents—District 26, 
which has six existing high 
schools that average 140 
percent enrollment over 
their capacities—but has 
stressed it is only the spe-
cific site that is inappropri-
ate.

MTA plans $300M fi xup of Jamaica bus depot
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After three decades, 
once again the MTA capital 
plan has included the reno-
vation of the Jamaica bus 
depot, Councilmen Richard 
Donovan (D-Laurelton) and 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St.Al-
bans) revealed to residents 
at a town hall meeting last 
week about transportation 
improvements and expan-
sions across southeast 
Queens. 

Richards and Miller 
spoke to more than a hun-
dred town hall visitors 
about the $32 billion MTA 
capital program designed 
to renew, enhance and ex-
pand the MTA network. 

“In addition to billions 
of dollars of investment 
in core city priorities—
such as thousands of new 

subway cars and buses, 
the Second Avenue Sub-
way Phase 2, Staten Island 
North Shore Bus Rapid 
Transit, and major signal 
improvements to address 
delays and overcrowding—
the plan approved today 
includes a new $300 million 
in projects we were proud 
to secure,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said in a statement 
Oct. 28. 

The plan includes new 
subway cars, Staten Island 
railway cars, commuter 
railroad cars and buses; 
improving tracks, signals, 
power supplies, stations 
and support structures; re-
newing and enhancing the 
MTA’s seven bridges and 
two tunnels; and communi-
cations-based train control 
on subways for safer and 
more reliable service.

“It’s no secret that we all 
live in a transit desert—we 
have a lot of outstanding is-
sues,” Richards 

The MTA capital plan 
will include expansions of 
the Q77 that travels through 
Springfield Gardens to con-
nect with the Q3 via Farm-

ers Boulevard and the Q11 
via Woodhaven Boulevard.  

The new plan also in-
cludes a $300 million reno-
vation of Jamaica bus de-
pot, which has been delayed 
due to other priorities for 
the last three decades.

 “We deserve a better fa-

cility,” Miller said. 
Miller, a former MTA 

bus driver and union lead-
er, said, “We wanted to have 
a comprehensive package 
to address this transporta-
tion desert.”

Miller said that the cur-
rent transportation situa-
tion in southeast Queens, 
where residents depend 
heavily on buses and the 
Long Island Rail Road, re-
sults in many commuters 
spending over one hour 
and 30 minutes each day in 
transit.

 “We need to give that 
back family time,” he said. 

Miller is also push-
ing legislation in the City 
Council to crack down on 
illegal commuter vans and 
to legitimize commuter 
vans.  

At the town hall meet-

ing, the city Department of 
Transportation, Taxi and 
Limousine Commission 
and the MTA were repre-
sented and community 
members had a chance to 
discuss their issues and 
ideas one-on-one towards 
the end. 

Residents who live close 
to the LIRR questioned why 
the agency was not repre-
sented.

 “I think there are some 
people who are missing 
here,” Shawn Chandler, 
44, from Rochdale Village 
said. “There are so many 
problems at the rail station 
near our home. It is a huge 
issue for our residents,” 
said Chandler, the chair of 
the sub-committee of the 
Transportation Committee 
for Rochdale Village.    

Community Board 11’s chairwoman asks all those present at its November meeting to stand if they are 
in opposition to the proposed high school on 32nd Avenue. Photo by Tom Momberg

Council members I. Daneek Miller and Donovan Richards host-
ed a town hall meeting at IS 59 in Springfield Gardens to talk 
about transit improvements coming to southeast Queens.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Board votes 31-1 against city’s proposal to construct new $114 million building on 32nd Avenue
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ALL American Tag Sales
Estate Liquidation

Estate/Tag Sales
Cleanouts/Donation Hauling

Junk Removal/Snow Removal

www.allamericantagsales.com
516-521-8816

Sister McCabe passes 
milestone on Rikers

BY BILL PARRY
 
A Catholic nun who was 

raised on Crescent Street 
in Astoria and still lives in 
a convent on Ditmars Bou-
levard has spent the last 
30 years on Rikers Island, 
and she’s looking forward 
to more. 

Sister Margaret McCa-
be, 75, is the chaplain of the 
Robert N. Davoren Com-
plex, one of nine prisons on 
the island, which houses 
more than 1,300 male pris-
oners, most of them adoles-
cents.

“I walk the corridor ev-
ery day. I tour the jail and 
the clinics to make sure 
everyone knows who I am,” 
McCabe said. “I see them in 
my office and counsel them 
one-on-one, and without 
being judgmental I try to 
draw out of them what put 
them in the situation that 
put them here. I challenge 
them to make their future 
better. I want to be a caring 
spirit in their lives.”

She looks after every in-
mate, not just the Catholics, 
and she cares about each 
Correction officer as well.

“These officers do double 
shifts all the time,” McCabe 
said. “I ask about them and 
I care about them and their 
personal problems as well.”
She was honored last 
month at a roll call/plaque 
ceremony celebrating her 
30 years of service and 
dedication. Speeches were 
delivered by Department of 
Correction Commissioner 
Joseph Ponte and several 
chiefs and wardens.

A number of Correction 
officers shared heartfelt 
experiences they had had 
with the chaplain.

“Sister Margaret is well-
loved by her entire staff at 
RDNC as she goes from of-
fice to office, from area to 
area each morning giving 
hugs to each staff member 
she passes in the corridor,” 
RNDC Warden Karen Col-
lins said. “She has been a 
matriarch to everyone for 
three decades, giving staff 

years of unconditional sup-
port and guidance.”

McCabe was offered 
three positions at the De-
partment of Correction 
in 1985. She chose RNDC 
because of her 13-year 
background working with 
adolescents, many of whom 
were troubled.

“I come in quite handy 
as someone who will listen 
to people,” McCabe said. “I 
decided a long time ago that 
I didn’t get them arrested, I 
can’t get them released and 
I’m not their mother. I can’t 
undo what’s gone on in 
their lives when they were 
16, 17, 18 years old, but I can 
be a caring spirit in their 
lives.”

She is also touchable 
and approachable. The nun 
remembers a tall and slen-
der young man who used 
to cope with his mother’s 
mental illness by smoking 
marijuana and stealing 
cars.

“After I listened to his 
story I asked him what else I 
could do,” McCabe recalled. 
“He told me a hug would do 
and it did. Every time I saw 
him in the corridor I would 
give him a hug and the of-
ficers allowed it. The mem-
ory brings tears to my eyes. 

Some of these inmates are 
very good people, they just 
didn’t start out with a good 
moral compass.”

While McCabe would not 
talk about the high level of 
violence at Rikers Island or 
the ongoing reform move-
ment undertaken by Ponte 
and mandated by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, she would 
say she feels safe there.

“Not only does the staff 
look after me, but the in-
mates do as well,” she said. 
“Even if they’re mopping 
the floor, they go out of 
their way to make sure I 
don’t slip.”

The nun is in no hurry 
to end her time at Rikers Is-
land, either  .

“Catholic sisters don’t 
retire while they’re well,” 
McCabe said. “I see myself 
still doing this for another 
five years, when I’m 80. 
Besides, I still have a lot 
of work to do. I think that 
if they would all be good 
Catholics and not come 
back, well, I would have 
quit years ago.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Sister Margaret McCabe receives a plaque from DOC Commissioner 
Joseph Ponte for her 30 years of service at Rikers. 

Photo courtesy Dept. of Correction
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Barry Grodenchik wins election
Democrat defeats GOP’s Joe Concannon in race for Mark Weprin’s City Council seat
BY TOM MOMBERG

Democrat Barry Groden-
chik will now represent eastern 
Queens in the City Council follow-
ing a competitive race in which 
he defeated Republican contender 
Joe Concannon.

With about 99 percent of the 
poll stations reporting in the 23rd 
Council District, Grodenchik 
had 55 percent of the vote with 
5,898 ballots cast. Concannon 
got 38.1 percent of the vote with 
4,080—more than he did the last 
time he ran for the seat on the In-
dependent Party line. And Work-
ing Families Party candidate Re-
becca Lynch got 6.9 percent with 
742 votes.

The district runs from Bay-
side Hills, Oakland Gardens and 
parts of Queens Village, east to 
the county line.

About 24,700 votes were cast 
for the Council seat in the 2009 
general election, and about 20,000 
in 2013 — both of which were held 
at the same time as a city may-
oral election. For this week’s gen-

eral election, the vote count was 
10,720. 

Grodenchik will be stepping 
up in the next few weeks to re-

place Mark 
W e p r i n , 
who re-
signed in 
May when 
he was ap-
pointed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to be his legislative liaison be-
tween his office, the state Assem-
bly and the City Council. Groden-
chik will serve out the remainder 
of Weprin’s four-year term, which 
ends in 2017.

Between Weprin and his broth-
er, now state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows), they 
controlled the City Council seat 
for 14 years. Grodenchik, whom 
Mark Weprin had endorsed, said 
he would continue to use his 
predecessor’s Oakland Gardens 
office, but was unsure when he 
would reopen it.

“I’m incredibly humbled by 
the level of support I received 
throughout this campaign and 
am so grateful to have the confi-
dence of Queens voters to serve as 
their Council member,” he said. 
“I’m ready to get to work to be a 

strong voice for this community 
and stand ready to help eastern 
Queens families and seniors in 
any way I can.”

As both Grodenchik and Con-
cannon had predicted, the win-
ner would be determined by the 
campaign that was able to get the 
greatest number of voters out to 
the polls. That ended up being, by 
a pretty significant margin, Gro-
denchik.

Because she filed petitions to 
run on both the Democratic and 
Working Families Party lines, 
Lynch, a former mayoral aide to 
Bill de Blasio, was still on the gen-
eral election ballot after losing in 
the six-way primary. But she did 
not secure enough votes to throw 
the election in the GOP’s favor.

Historically, turnout for Coun-
cil District 23 elections has been 
much higher, but this was an off-
year election.

The Democratic primary 
turnout for the seat in 2009 was 
just under 8,500. The primary 
this past September brought out 
slightly over 7,000 voters, who 

chose Grodenchik over five other 
candidates..

Grodenchik, a former state 
assemblyman who represented 
Flushing, has promised to work 
with his constituents and vowed 
with persistence to bring the 
needs of eastern Queens to City 
Hall. His priorities are educa-
tion, parks, transportation and 
constituent services. Grodenchik 
previously worked in adminis-
trative positions under both Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz and 
former Borough President Claire 
Shulman.

Concannon launched his bid 
for the City Council seat shortly 
after Weprin resigned and ag-
gressively campaigned on the 
premise that the City Council 
and de Blasio’s administration 
have been running the city in 
the wrong direction — criticiz-
ing policy changes such as the 
NYPD’s use of force tactics and 
the creation of a bail fund for non-
violent offenders.

Councilman Barry Grodenchik  
Photo by Michael Shain 
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Judge backs shelter
Petition challenging study on proposed Glendale home denied

Five new buildings 
planned in Jamaica

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
A judge has denied a 

petition filed by a group of 
homeowners’ associations 
in the Middle Village area 
that contended the envi-
ronmental assessment for 
a proposed homeless shel-
ter at 78-16 Cooper Ave. in 
Glendale was fundamen-
tally flawed.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Jennifer Schecter, 
in an Oct. 22 decision, 
argued that the city De-
partment of Buildings 
sufficiently considered en-
vironmental factors in its 
planning and review.

“It didn’t surprise 
me,”said Robert Holder, 
presidentof the Juniper 
Valley Civic Association. 
“We’re used to this. Usually 
judges tend to go along with 
the city. 

In June, the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
commissioned a private 
firm to conduct an environ-
mental assessment study 
on the property. The firm, 
Aecom Inc., produced a 
report that found that the 
proposed 125-unit shelter 
would not have a signifi-
cant environmental impact 
and should not be subject 
to an environmental im-
pact statement, which is 
far more extensive than the 
environmental assessment 
study. DHS agreed with the 
study.

In response, a group 
of community organiza-

tions petitioned the city 
with an Article 78, a pro-
ceeding used to challenge 
administrative decisions, 
requesting a new study and 
alleging that DHS had es-
sentially rubber-stamped a 
study that was based on fac-
tual errors and unfounded 
assumptions. 

“Certainly, the project 
will have an impact on 
the community,” Schecter 
wrote in her decision, but 
added, “the record demon-
strates that the EAS was 
prepared in accordance 
with the manual’s guide-
lines, [and] that a ‘hard 
look’ was given to areas of 
environmental concern.”  

Holder said he plans to 
appeal the decision.

“An impact study is 
very much warranted and 
we feel that we will get a 
fairer decision in the appel-
late courts,” he said.

Schecter’s decision is 
the latest chapter in a pro-
tracted battle between com-
munity leaders, area politi-
cians and the DOB, dating 
back to March 2013, when 
the DOB approved permits 
to turn an empty factory 
into transitional housing. 

Angry residents quickly 
organized into the Glen-
dale/Middle Village Coali-
tion. The group points to 
what it believes is a litany 

of issues with the proposed 
site, including the fact that 
the property was originally 
zoned for manufacturing 
use, the building permit for 
which was originally de-
nied by the DOB.

In August, the DOB re-
voked the floor plans for 
the proposed shelter, which 
effectively stalled any fur-
ther construction progress 
at the property.

According to DOB 
spokesman Alex Schnell, 
a city audit found that the 
shelter’s building plans 
were not up to full code 
compliance and that the 
building application could 
be revoked.

The city Department of Buildings approved permits in early March to turn the empty factory on 78-
16 Cooper Ave. into transitional housing. Samaritan Village will run the shelter, but the owner of the 
building is the estate of Joseph Wilner. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

With a dozen develop-
ments underway in down-
town Jamaica, plans for 
five mores, including an-
other hotel, have been an-
nounced for the expand-
ing transit hub. 

In April, Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
partnered with the city 
to vastly develop and im-
prove downtown Jamaica. 
In order to attract hotels, 
stores and restaurants, 
Katz included funding for 
Wi-Fi, storefront resto-
ration and public art in-
stallations to update the 
area, which connects the 
subway, Airtrain to the 
airport and the LIRR. 

According to YIMBY, 
a leading real estate news 
website, a few proposed 
developments have been 

or are awaiting approval 
for permits for commer-
cial and residential build-
ings. 

According to the city 
Department of Buildings, 
an eight-story, 20-unit 
building at 177-16 Wex-
ford Terrace in Jamaica 
Estates across from Im-
maculate Conception 
Church is slowly reach-
ing its completion. It will 
mostly have one-bedroom 
rental apartments, but 
the first floor will be used 
for commercial space. 

The Great Neck-based 
developer, TCX Devel-
opment, first acquired 
the property in 2013 for 
an estimated $800,000. 
The company also has 
unapproved permits to 
develop a 68-unit rental 
for studio and penthouse 
apartments down the 
street on Wexford Ter-
race, according to De-
partment of Buildings 
records. 

In South Jamaica, 
Floral Park-based O&B 
Properties has filed appli-
cations to build a six-unit 
residential building on 
three lots at 165th Street 
and 104th Avenue. Ac-
cording to DOB records, 
the existing two-story, 
single-family home will 
expand to bring in two 
more units, and in ad-
dition the company will 
build two, two-story, two-
unit attached residential 
buildings. 

Five new sites are slat-
ed to be developed in the 
downtown Jamaica tran-
sit hub where a number 
of hotels and department 
stores are being built. 
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43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE 
TOOTH COLORED 
FILLINGS
METAL-FREE 
CROWNS
PORCELAIN 
VENEERS

NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA
SEDATION ENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL 
CAMERA

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
888-228-0687

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 
Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

Donate 5 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 5% off a Dental Procedure

Donate 10 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 10% off a Dental Procedure

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

The Food Pantries  
Need Our Help!

Bus services changes 
coming to NE Queens

BY MADINA TOURE

A new pilot program 
to create limited-zone bus 
service, as well as other 
short- and long-term im-
provements, are among the 
recommendations unveiled 
as part of the Northeast 
Queens Bus Study funded 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside).

The $500,000, 130-pag-
estudy, money allocated in 
the state executive budget, 
looks at service primar-
ily in the neighborhoods of 
Flushing, Whitestone, Bay 
Terrace, Bayside, College 
Point, Oakland Gardens, 
Douglaston, Glen Oaks, 
Fresh Meadows and Little 
Neck. 

The limited-zone bus 
route—the first of its 
kind—combines features of 
limited and express service 
that could benefit the Q17, 
Q27, Q43 and Q46, accord-
ing to the study.

The limited-zone bus 
route would function as a 
cross between local and 
limited service lines, stop-
ping only a few blocks apart 
in some areas, while trav-
eling across non-stop sec-
tions, according to Avella. 

The Q12 and the Q88 are 
currently being studied to 
participate in the pilot pro-
gram for the limited-zone 
bus route, Avella said.

Avella said the MTA 
has met with Community 
Boards 7, 8, 11 and 13 and 
that the civic associations 
in the area were notified 
as well. He also said he had 
sent out a survey to his con-
stituents seeking specific 
suggestions for improving 
bus service in the area, 
which is served by only one 
subway, the No. 7, which 
runs to downtown Flush-
ing.

“This is a good step for-
ward, but there are other 
things that we still need to 
press the MTA for for bus 
service,” he said.  “So this 
is not the end of the line.  
It’s the beginning of a story 
to get more bus service for 

northeast Queens and those 
neighborhoods by Queens-
Nassau.”

Kevin Ortiz, an MTA 
spokesman, said it is too 
early to discuss a timeline 
for when the recommenda-
tions will be implemented. 

“While this study con-
firms that bus service in 
northeast Queens generally 
exceeds the performance of 
buses throughout Queens 
and citywide, some areas 
were identified for poten-
tial improvements,” Ortiz 
said in a statement. “As the 
report says, we’ll look at 
some immediate, and pos-
sible mid-range and long-
term solutions, including 
new ideas like limited-zone 
bus service in Northeast 
Queens.”  

The MTA analyzed 39 
bus routes operating in 
northeast Queens, an area 
covering 31 square miles 
bound by Flushing Bay and 
Van Wyck Expressway to 
the west, Hillside Avenue 
to the south, the Nassau 
County line to the east and 
the East River to the north. 

The MTA will be look-
ing at scheduling addition-
al trips on the Q12, Q13, Q28 
and Q58 bus lines and cre-
ate 24-hour service on the 
Q20A line in conjunction 
with the rollout of the Q44 
Select Bus Service route. 

The agency also plans 
to analyze the feasibil-
ity of overnight service on 
the Q13, Q30 and Q88 and 
changing the travel path of 
the Q65 in Flushing to pro-
vide more reliable all-day 
service on Parsons Bou-
levard alongside the part-
time Q26. 

In the long term, the 
MTA will explore alterna-
tives to expand north-south 
service throughout north-
east Queens and imple-
ment additional Select Bus 
Service along major transit 
routes such as Hillside Av-
enue, Northern Boulevard 
and Union Turnpike. 

The MTA will also look 
into the creation of a Down-
town Flushing Bus Ter-
minal where new develop-
ments are underway.

The MTA is considering scheduling extra trips on the Q28 bus line, 
which runs from Main Street in Flushing to Bell Boulevard in Bay 
Terrace. Photo by Michael Shain
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tions of the park to the pub-
lic in order to accommodate 
paid-admission events, 
something she said has 
never happened in Queens 
before.

“While public events of 
any scale that enhance our 
borough are encouraged, I 
take issue when it is at the 
expense of cutting off pub-
lic access to our treasured 
parks like Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, which 
is enjoyed by thousands 
of families and residents 
every week in the summer 
months,” Katz said. “Doing 
so without a public review 
process would fly in the face 
of the very principle behind 
our public parks, which is 
space designated for public 
access and equity.”

MSG made a commit-
ment to minimizing the 
proposed festival’s impact 

on park operations, as well 
as to assuring a positive 
and lasting impact on the 
community. The sports and 
entertainment giant prom-
ised that all of the park’s 
soccer fields would remain 
entirely operational both 
leading up to and during 
the festival, and the sched-
ule would not conflict with 
Mets home games at Citi 
Field.

Following the festival, 
MSG said it would make 
significant investments 
in the park’s restoration. 
To further sweeten the 
proposal, the corporation 
promised to donate tickets 
to Queens residents to both 
the festival and summer 
events at Radio City Music 
Hall and Madison Square 
Garden.

“Madison Square Gar-
den has been at the center of 
New York life for more than 
135 years,” MSG President 
and CEO David O’Connor 
said. “We live here, we work 

here and we have a strong 
connection with genera-
tions of New York fans who 
have attended our sports 
and entertainment events. 
There’s no one as commit-
ted to, or more capable of, 
creating a world-class festi-
val than we are.”

The company submit-
ted an application with the 
Parks Department, which 
will review the proposal 
and provide feedback to 
MSG in the coming months. 
In the meantime, MSG will 
finalize its plan and work 
with the city and stakehold-
ers on all facets of the festi-
val.

Katz warned that if the 
applications were granted 
to both companies, it would 
be displace several stand-
ing homegrown events en-
joyed by tens of thousands 
of Queens residents, includ-
ing the annual World’s Fair 
Anniversary Festival and 
the Louis Armstrong Festi-
val as well as Mets games.

here for a film,” Wiseman 
said. “I was interested in 
the new immigrants be-
cause, after all, we are a 
nation of immigrants. I had 
been to Jackson Heights 
only twice in my life, vis-
iting a friend in 2007 and 
again in 2014. The diversity 
is unmatched. It reminded 
me of what the Lower East 
Side must have been like 
at the turn of the last cen-
tury.”

Wiseman screened his 
film, “In Jackson Heights,” 
at PS 69 10 days before its 
theatrical premiere at the 
Film Forum in Manhattan 
Wednesday  . He wanted 
the community to see how 
he saw their world during 
nine weeks of shooting in 
the summer of 2014.

“He really captured the 
essence of what Jackson 
Heights is now,” Queens 
World Film Festival co-
founder Don Cato said. “He 
lets the people tell the story 
with no narration. He al-
lows the people to explain 
and that is the beauty be-
hind this film and it’s what 
makes this particular film-
maker incomparable. At 85 
years old, the man is a pow-
erhouse.”

For 12 hours a day, Wise-
man would hold a boom 
mike near his subject, from 
City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm and his staff to an 
LGBT group discussing 
whether they should stay in 
Jackson Heights after their 
usual meeting place was 
lost in the Bruson Building 
fire. His camera follows Co-
lombian soccer fans as they 
watch their national team 
play at the World Cup and 
then celebrate a victory on 
Northern Boulevard as po-
lice move in. 

There is a 98-year-old 
woman in a senior center 
admitting that she wouldn’t 
mind having a boyfriend. 
There is a disturbing scene 
inside a Halal butcher as an 
assortment of live fowl ner-
vously await their slaugh-
ter.

There is a hysterical 
scene inside a class full of 
want-to-be cabdrivers, from 
all over the planet. Several 
scenes are shot at Make the 
Road New York, including 
a Mexican woman giving 
a harrowing account of her 
struggle to bring her daugh-
ter across the border.

“I found Make the Road 
fascinating because they 
provide substantial help 
to the immigrants,” Wise-
man said. “I found them to 
be skilled community lead-

ers trying to help people in 
these new surroundings. 
The issues that are present-
ed in those scenes are faced 
by immigrants everywhere 
in the West.”

Wiseman and his crew 
recorded many meetings 
between activists from 
Queens Neighborhoods 
United and small business 
owners discussing their op-
position to the 82nd Street 
Partnership. The Jackson 
Heights Business Improve-
ment District’s impending 
expansion into Corona is 
portrayed as extreme gen-
trification, an end to the 
mom-and-pop stores and 
vendors along Roosevelt 
Avenue.

“We appreciated him 
coming to our meetings 
and providing such a plat-
form,” community orga-
nizer Tania Mattos said. “It 
was almost like he wasn’t 
even there and he offered 
no judgments.”

Wiseman did not pres-
ent the other side of the 
story but he did attempt to 
reach Seth Taylor, the BID’s 
executive director in 2014. 

“I tried to get a hold of 
Seth Taylor on several occa-
sions but he didn’t seemed 
interested,” Wiseman said 
with a shrug. “Besides, I 
had plenty of other mate-
rial to work with.”

Continued from Page 1 

Concerts

Continued from Page 1 

Wiseman

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

Corona singer hits a homerun at Citi Field
Josefi na Sola takes one more step to stardom with catchy tune for Mets slugger Yeonis Cespedes

BY BILL PARRY

The concert choir from the Frank Sina-
tra School for the Performing Arts in Asto-
ria got some national exposure during the 
Fall Classic, backing up the school’s found-
er, Tony Bennett, as he sang “America the 
Beautiful” before the Mets series-ending 
loss to the Royals in Game 5. But a 2009 
graduate of the Frank Sinatra school also 
played a role in the World Series, one that 
was tied to slugger Yoenis Cespedes and 
his walk-up song, which is played as he ap-
proaches the batter’s box.

Josefina Sola, 26, of Corona, a record-
ing artist who goes by the name Fina, ap-
proached the star after singing the “Star 
Spangled Banner” before an Aug. 30 game 
against the Red Sox at Citi Field.

“I didn’t know very much about him, be-
cause he was the new guy that came to the 
Mets at the trading deadline,” Fina said. “I 
told him that I heard his walk-up song and 
thought it was old and boring.”

Fina was surprised when Cespedes 
challenged her to make one that was better. 
Fina wrote and recorded “The Power” the 
very next day and e-mailed the 20-second 
snippet to Cespedes.

“He said he loved it and on Oct. 12 it 
made its debut,” Fina said. “I was watching 
the game on TV and I thought I heard it, 
but then I started getting a ton of text mes-

sages from all my friends who were at the 
game. I was having this crazy party inside 
my body and I thought my mom was going 
to have a heart attack, she was so excited.”

The Mets bats may have gone cold dur-
ing the World Series, but Fina extended the 
track to a full-length single that has been 
getting some airplay and plenty of hits 
on her website, finamusiq.com, where it’s 
available as a free download. Fina had al-
ready created a buzz in the entertainment 
world when she recorded “No Such Thing” 
with rap star Chinx last year. 

But in May, the Far Rockaway-born rap-
per was gunned down on Queens Boule-
vard in Briarwood. 

“He was a very good and humble guy. 
It was very sad that he died,” Fina said. “I 
was the last person he recorded with. I was 
going to tour with him and perform it all 
summer long.”

Instead she was at home in Corona, just 
blocks away from Citi Field when the Mets 
called and asked if she would perform the 
National Anthem . 

“I sent them a recording back in April 
and I actually forgot all about it. They only 
gave me two weeks notice,” Fina said. “Not 
only did they give me a chance to sing, but 

it was during a big game, too. I couldn’t be-
lieve how many celebrities I met that day.”

As for her performance, she knocked it 
out of the park.

 “When I was at the Frank Sinatra 
school, I was classically trained and they 
always gave me the solos,” Fina said. “I 
loved it there, even though it was on two 
floors at the DeVry Building at LaGuardia 
Community College, before they moved 
into the new school across from the Kauf-
man Astoria Studios.”

Fina credits the school for teaching her 
to sing and crafting her strong work ethic. 

“I’m going to do a full-length video of 
“The Power” and then it’s back to the stu-
dio where the work never stops,” she said. 
“Hopefully, I’ll be able to get an album out 
and then I’ll win a Grammy Award. I’m a 
Corona girl who’s living her dream and 
slowly reaching it. Nothing’s impossible 
when you work hard.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Corona singer Fina belts out the National 
Anthem prior to meeting slugger Yeonis 
Cespedes and further boosting her career. 

Photo courtesy Fina
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the store was his and his 
fiancée’s. After some brief 
aesthetic work they re-
opened to a relieved com-
munity.

The little confectionery 
shop on the corner of Met-
ropolitan Avenue and 71st 
Road  is not simply a store 
front, but a self-contained 
world: from the boiling of 
the sugar to making fill-
ings to packaging and pre-
sentation. 

Much of the equipment 
is at least 50 years old and 
is the same equipment Pe-
ter Aigner, the son of the 
original John Aigner, grew 
up using.  

In his kitchen Liber-
tini proudly pointed to a 
hulking machine called a 
cream-beater that can mix 
up to 100 pounds of sugar in 
a batch. Next to him were 
at least a dozen trays with 
cubes of raspberry and 
cherry jelly.

“You’re not going to 
find many shops like this 
because we’re really like 
a mini-chocolate factory,” 

Libertini said.
In the refrigerating 

room, which looks like a 
closet filled with chocolate, 
stacks of packaged choco-
lates with names like Ca-
shew Bark and Cat Tongues 
are piled up to the ceiling.

“If I could bottle the 
smell in this room, I’d be 
rich,” he said.

Libertini said almost all 
of his recipes are the same 
as Aigner’s.

The store dates back to 
1930, when it was called 
Krause’s Candy Kitchen. 
John Aigner, an Austrian 
immigrant who worked 
at Krause’s, took over the 
business in 1960, and got 
his son Peter to help him 
make chocolate.

“Aigner is one of those 
places that, because it was 
here for so long, I think it 
got taken for granted a lit-
tle,” Libertini said. “Once 
they put the for-rent sign 
up, everyone suddenly real-
ized how much they loved 
the place. Then when they 
heard it got reopened, ev-
eryone is coming back. 
Forest Hills is a tightly 
knit community and people 
here have just been fantas-

tic to us.”
Libertini, who co-owns 

the store with his fiancée 
Rachel Kellner, has two 
children, aged 8 and 10 from 
a previous marriage.

“We don’t let them do 
that much, but when the 
machines are on, they get 
chocolate all over them-
selves and just have a blast. 
It’s a kid’s dream.” 

“Thinking about the 
future,” Libertini said, 
“I’d love for them to get 
involved, but if they do 
they do.  If they don’t, they 
don’t.”

A customer walked out, 
brittle in hand,  and Liber-
tini glanced up. 

“Take care man, I’ll see 
you next week,” the choco-
late maker said.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Aigners
the matter.

The $40-million pro-
posal for a new 25,000-
seat stadium on what is 
currently state land also 
includes plans for a hotel, 
public park, community 
center and retail park at 
the site.

The Cosmos’ proposal 
is one of four bids submit-
ted for a large parcel of 
vacant asphalt south of 
the Belmont Racetrack in 
Elmont, following the Em-
pire State Development 
Corporation’s request for 
proposals on the site. 

Nearly three years 
later , the team announced 
in July it would start look-
ing for other sites in Long 
Island, Queens, Brook-
lyn, Westchester County 
or New Jersey if the state 
does not make a decision 
soon.

But the state still has 
not awarded the parcel to 
any of the bidders. And 
because the Cosmos have 
committed to using union 

labor to construct the new 
athletic facility, the unions 
are leading the effort to de-
mand the state come back 
with an answer, or at least 
give an expected date for 
when it might do so.

The Empire State De-
velopment Corporation did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

“The development 
corporation has not pro-
vided any clear answers 
to Elmont homeowners 
or businesses on the re-
development of the Bel-
mont property,” Elmont 
School Board President 
Michael Jaime said at the 
Oct. 30 rally at the site. 
“This property needs to 
be elevated to a world-
renowned sporting and 
entertainment complex to 
spur economic rebirth in 
this region. A parking lot 
to local car dealers will no 
longer be tolerated.” 

The Cosmos’ proposal 
has been met with both 
local support and local op-
position, which legislators 
have recognized, but they 
are still urging the eco-
nomic development agen-
cy to make a decision.

State Assemblywoman 
Michaelle Solages (D-El-
mont) and her brother, a 
Nassau County legislator, 
have been against the proj-
ect, citing a greater need 
in the area for a grocery 
store or more affordable 
housing.

State Sen. Jack Mar-
tins, who has for the most 
part been in support of 
Cosmos’ plan under the 
presumption it would 
bring needed economic 
revitalization to Nas-
sau County and eastern 
Queens, said the ESDC 
seems to be stalling. He 
has been urging the state 
entity to make a decision 
so further planning and 
construction can begin.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Stadium

For up-to-date listing 
of events happening 

in Queens, check 
TimesLedger’s website at 

www.timesledger.com/
sections/calendar

CONTACT THE 
TIMESLEDGER AT 

718-260-4500
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