
BY BILL PARRY

Dr. Jill Biden, the wife 
of Vice President Joe 
Biden, spoke to hundreds 
of current and prospec-
tive students at LaGuardia 
Community College last 
week, promoting President 
Obama’s “America’s Col-

lege Promise” proposal to 
make the first two years of 
community college free for 
qualifying students. 

Biden’s presentation was 
part of LaGuardia’s Heads 
Up America Open House 
that showcases the differ-
ent programs and opportu-
nities the college offers.

“President Obama and 
I believe all students, new 
and returning, should be 
able to graduate ready for 
the new economy without 
being saddled with decades 
of debt,” Biden said. “Edu-
cation is the great equaliz-
er. Through our ‘Heads Up 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

While the light rail plan pro-
posed by City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glendale) 
is still in its preliminary stages, 
elected officials and civic leaders 
are beginning to voice both praise 
and concern.

In September, Crowley met 
with Community Board 5’s Trans-
portation Committee to discuss 
the specifics of the proposal. At 
CB 5’s monthly meeting last week 
at Christ the King Regional High 
School in Middle Village, Deirdre 
Feerick, an aide for Crowley, made 
the case for the line, which would 
run on existing LIRR tracks, and 
asked for the board’s support.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Several civic organizations 
have joined state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) in calling on the city 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission to grant historic preser-
vation status to the 200-year-old 
William Cornell Farmhouse in 
Little Neck.

Avella and the groups claim 
they have been submitting appli-
cations to the LPC to landmark 
the site for about a decade, but it 
has never approved them.

The property was purchased 
for $2 million in 2014 by the Har-
vest Church of New York, which 
has since razed the greenhouse 
adjacent to the farmhouse that it 
plans to modify to use as a recto-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A five-point transit legislative plan unveiled 
last week by Councilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St.
Albans) includes targeting illegal operators in 
the commuter van industry and improving pub-

Miller pushes for reform 
of illegal commuter vans

Dr. Jill Biden speaks to potential students 
at LaGuardia Community College about 
the burden of high tuition costs. 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

Avella, civics 
seek protection 
for farmhouse

Light rail proposal debated
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Jill Biden visits LaGuardia College

Leaders sound off 
on Crowley’s plan

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

O’NEILL’S | MASPETH

HOLIDAY 
MEALS 
TO GO

(718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 2 ▼

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

Luke Gaspare, 91, a proud veteran of the Battle of the Bulge with a Bronze Star and Purple Heart to prove it, 
rides in a place of honor — the front seat of a vintage WWII Jeep at the head of the Veteran’s Day Parade in 
Middle Village.  Photo by Michael Shain 

TOP HONORS
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— OR — 
Dine with the O’Neill’s
Call for Reservations

(718) 672-9696

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Thanksgiving with our 
fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country 
style sausage and sage stuffing, vegetables, 
gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner ...............  $24
4-6 People ...........................  $135
5-9 people ..........................  $185
10-14 people.......................  $265
15-20 people.......................  $349
Additional Sides .................  $10 each
Half tray additional sides ..  $35
Pies .....................................  $15

They Will
Never Know...

Holiday 
Meals to Go

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  
(718) 672 - 9696   |   www.oneillsmaspeth.com

O’NEILL’S
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 
Since 1933

AACCEPPTTINGG RRESSEERRVVAAATTIOOONNNSS FOORR HHOOLIDDAYYY PPARRTTIEESS
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3Disgraced politicians head to prison
Former Albany players Smith, Scarborough begin their sentences on corruption charges
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two disgraced south-
east Queens politicians, 
former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith and state Assembly-
man William Scarborough, 
began their prison sentenc-
es within days for violating 
the public trust in unrelat-
ed high-profile corruption 
cases.

After his bail-pending 
appeal was denied by Fed-
eral Judge Kenneth Karas 
in White Plains, Smith 
surrendered Nov. 7 to join 
1,785 inmates at a federal 
penitentiary in Lewisburg, 
Pa. to begin his 84-month 
prison sentence on fraud 
and bribery charges.  His 
inmate register number 
68381-054, according to the 
Bureau of Prisons. 

Less than a week later, 
Scarborough surrendered 
Tuesday afternoon to join 
1,488 inmates at Canaan 
federal penitentiary in 
Waymart, Pa., to start serv-
ing his 13-month sentence 
on fraud and public corrup-
tion scheme. His inmate 

register number 21628-052, 
according to the Bureau of 
Prisons.   

Smith was sentenced in 
February after being found 
guilty of bribery and fraud 
charges in a four-week 
jury trial, which involved 
his attempt to get a spot on 
the Republican line for the 
2013 mayoral race as a then 
Democratic majority leader 

in Albany.
Karas, who presided 

over the political cor-
ruption trial that rocked 
Queens, denied Smith’s sec-
ond request for an extension 
on his surrender date until 
Nov. 30 so he could attend a 
seminar on how to adjust to 
prisoner life, according to 
federal court records.

In the elaborate bribery 

and fraud scheme that took 
place from November 2012 
through April 2013, Smith, 
former Queens Republican 
Party Vice Chairman Vin-
cent Tabone and former 
City Councilman Daniel 
Halloran participated in 
two overlapping corrup-
tion plots that involved a 
total of $110,000 cash bribes 
to Republican officials, 

including Joseph Savino, 
chairman of the Bronx Re-
publican Party. The goal 
was to obtain a Wilson-
Pakula certificate, a way to 
let Smith run for office on 
another party line.

Smith also used his in-
fluence to funnel $500,000 
in state funds to an under-
cover FBI agent and a coop-
erating witness for a real 
estate project in Spring 
Valley in exchange for pay-
ing cash bribes.

In September, Scarbor-
ough was sentenced to 13 
months in prison and two 
years of supervised re-
lease, including restitution 
by Federal Judge Thomas 
McAvoy in Albany after a 
state and federal plea agree-
ment in which he admitted 
submitting 174 fraudulent 
claims to a travel voucher 
program and receiving a 
total of $54,355 in federal 
funds.  He also pleaded 
guilty to grand larceny for 
taking over $40,000 cam-
paign funds for personal 
use. 

Assembly members re-

ceive per diem payments 
when they spend time in, 
and travel to and from, Al-
bany, according to federal 
documents. 

Scarborough also ad-
mitted to stealing cam-
paign funds between 2007 
and 2014 from the Friends 
of Bill Scarborough cam-
paign in the form of unau-
thorized cash withdraw-
als and transfers from his 
campaign account for his 
own personal use.  This led 
his campaign committee to 
file 21 false reports with the 
state Board of Elections. 

Tabone will surrender 
to authorities Nov. 19, ac-
cording to federal court 
records. Halloran, who rep-
resented northeast Queens, 
began his 10-year prison 
term in June. 

Smith was first elected 
to the state Senate in 2000 
in the district covering 
Jamaica and surrounding 
neighborhoods. He served 
as the Senate’s minority 
and majority leader and act-
ing lieutenant governor.

BY BILL PARRY
 
Nearly a quarter of Sunnyside, 

Jackson Heights and Corona resi-
dents are uninsured, according to 
City Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
who published the results of a 
new analysis Monday. 

The publication of the new 
data coincides with the begin-
ning of the Affordable Care Act 
open enrollment, which is run-
ning through Dec. 15 for coverage 
to start Jan. 1.

“Close to one million New York 
City residents lack even the most 
basic health coverage, Stringer 
said. “The situation is particularly 
dire in neighborhoods with large 
immigrant and younger popula-
tions like Jackson Heights and 
Corona where close to one of four 
New Yorkers don’t have health in-
surance. To ensure the long-term 
economic future of our city we 
need to make sure our residents 
are healthy and well. We want to 

get the word out: With the Afford-
able Care Act in place, getting 
health insurance is easier and 
more affordable than ever.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van 

Bramer (D-Sunnyside) was con-
cerned to see that two neighbor-
hoods in his District 26, Sunny-
side and Woodside, are the top 
uninsured neighborhoods in the 
city, where 22.5 percent of the 
residents are uninsured followed 
closely by Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst/Corona. Flushing was 
fifth on the list and Astoria was 
tenth.

“While our nation has made 
real progress with expanding ac-
cess to real affordable health care 
to more Americans, it’s unaccept-
able that Sunnyside and Wood-
side have the highest rates of 
people without health insurance 
in New York City,” Van Bramer 
said. “Comptroller Stringer’s 
analysis highlights the need to 
open up more opportunities for 
immigrants to buy into insur-
ance exchanges under the Afford-
able Care Act. In this day and age 
it is deplorable that anyone living 
in New York City lacks access to 

basic health insurance and care.”
There was better news for 

Queens in a report released by 
state Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli last week. His data showed 
that immigrants generated $257 
billion in economic activity dur-
ing 2013, nearly one-third of the 
city’s economic output and nearly 
twice the level in 2000.

“Immigrants are playing an 
increasingly important role in 
New York City’s economy,” Di-
Napoli said. “The workplace is 
becoming more diverse, and the 
neighborhoods with the highest 
concentration of immigrants are 
experiencing economic growth 
that far exceeds the city-wide av-
erage.”

DiNapoli’s report showed 
that among city neighborhoods, 
Elmhurst/Corona had the high-
est percentage of immigrants 
at 64 percent. Jackson Heights, 
Flushing/Whitestone and Sunny-
side/Woodside took the next three 

spots on the list. Each neighbor-
hood had business growth that 
was faster than the citywide rate, 
with Elmhurst/Corona at 35 per-
cent.

“The state comptroller’s re-
port is further proof that immi-
grants both in my district, and 
even in New York as a whole, play 
a fundamental role in our society 
and our economy.” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“Even in light of the baseless at-
tacks that they have endured of 
late, immigrants are a central 
part of the spirit in New York.”

Meanwhile, DiNapoli’s report 
showed that Flushing/Whites-
tone ranked third with a 57 per-
cent immigrant share, while its 
business growth was at 50 percent 
compared to 13 percent citywide.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Sunnyside tops in uninsured residents: Scott Stringer

Former state Assemblyman William Scarborough, who pleaded guilty in Albany to fraud and public 
corruption charges in May, begins serving his 13-month prison sentence.  Photo by Paul Buckowski/AP

SCOTT STRINGER
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is pleased to announce 

French Bistro, Lounge, 

Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, 

& Brunch on Sunday

Valet Parking available on weekends

Available for your 

Queens veteran fi nds American Dream
BY GABRIEL ROM

Carlos Coello, an Ozone 
Park resident and U.S. Navy 
Veteran, has been devoted 
to the simple act of helping 
others ever since he was a 
child.

And while Coello, 50, 
was not born in America, 
his life story embodies 
much of the American 
Dream.

A native of Ecuador, 
Coello found his way to 
America by following his 
heart.

“I married my wife in 
Ecuador, but her family 
was established in Ameri-
ca, so I went with her. I said 
let’s take a chance, let’s try 
it, let’s see what happens.”

Once Coello arrived 
in the United States he as-
sumed he would easily find 
a new job. He was born into 
a staunchly middle-class 
Ecuadorian family and 
had graduated from a top 
university. Yet he spent his 

first years in America as a 
menial laborer, from toss-

ing newspapers to working 
in restaurants. 

 “I wasn’t happy,” he 
said. “I even considered go-
ing back to Ecuador, where 
I would be considered a pro-
fessional. I thought I could 
do better there than here 
delivering papers. I felt re-
strained, somehow very re-
strained.”

But in an act of courage 
Coello stayed put.

“No one forced me here, 
so I decided to just try a lit-
tle harder,” he said.

Coello soon moved to 
Florida and began working 
at a hospital’s Infectious 
Control Department.  

Over the next few years 
he continued to work at a 
series of odd jobs and strug-
gled to find continuity or 
stability in his life.

“My life then,” he said 
wistfully, “was full of lots 
of little steps forwards and 
backwards.”

Eventually, a few years 
after moving to Florida, 
Coello joined the Navy 
where he enjoyed an 11-year 

career. Despite lengthy ab-
sences from his family due 
to frequent postings over-
sees and throughout the 
United States, he began to 
feel that things had finally 
started to go right for him. 
While still in the military, 
he and his family moved to 
New York and he became “a 
real New Yorker.”

“One of the slogans of 
the Navy is Honor, Cour-
age, Commitment,” Coello 
said. “From Day One I 
identified with those three 
words.  They became part 
of my life.”

 Coello vividly recalled 
the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11th.

“I remember getting 
dressed that morning and 
realizing I had to do some-
thing,” he said.

At the time, Coello, still 
in the military, was as-
signed to a security detail 
that worked closely with 
the NYPD.

“I was doing really cool 

stuff, and I was doing some-
thing for New York.”

After Hurricane Sandy, 
Coello, who was by then 
out of military service, vol-
unteered to assist in Far 
Rockaway with housing 
and medical referrals.

The natural disaster 
led him to take an inter-
est in global warming and 
he began attending ecol-
ogy classes at Columbia 
University. He is currently 
working toward a Physi-
cians Assistant degree at 
the Touro College of Health 
Sciences.

“If you can lend a help-
ing hand, do so” Coello 
said, “That’s how I was 
raised. If I’m still walking 
and breathing, I can do 
something.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

CARLOS COELLO
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ALL American Tag Sales
Estate Liquidation

Estate/Tag Sales
Cleanouts/Donation Hauling

Junk Removal/Snow Removal

www.allamericantagsales.com
516-521-8816

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE 
TOOTH COLORED 
FILLINGS
METAL-FREE 
CROWNS
PORCELAIN 
VENEERS

NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA
SEDATION ENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL 
CAMERA

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
888-228-0687

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 

Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

Donate 5 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 5% off a Dental Procedure

Donate 10 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 10% off a Dental Procedure

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

The Food Pantries  

Need Our Help!

Nolan: Grover Cleveland
 is not a struggling school

BY GABRIEL ROM

Speaking at the Ridge-
wood Legislative Forum 
last Friday, state Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood) called the 
decision by the city Depart-
ment of Education to desig-
nate Grover Cleveland HS 
in Ridgewood as a strug-
gling school “very unfair.”

Earlier this year Gro-
ver Cleveland, along with 
61 other New York City 
schools, was identified as 
“struggling” by the DOE, 
putting the school in the 
bottom 5 percent in aca-
demic achievement in the 
city. If Grover Cleveland 
does not improve its student 
performance and gradua-
tion rates, it may fall into 
receivership, meaning that 
the school will be taken 
over by an outside entity 
and divided into several 
smaller schools. In Octo-
ber, the DOE said it was 
committed to keeping Gro-
ver Cleveland open.

“One of the problems 
with these federal cap-
tures is that it includes any 
school which has less than 
a 60 percent four-year grad-
uation rate,” Nolan said.

“Cleveland had like 
59.95 percent. It is not a fail-
ing school,” she added. 

The school’s June grad-
uation rate was 60.7 percent 
for the 2014-15 academic 
year, compared to 51 per-
cent during the 2013-14 aca-
demic year and 53 percent 
in the 2012-13 academic 

year.
“I feel very, very com-

fortable that with the work 
we have done in recent 
years that Cleveland will 
come off any of those lists,” 
Nolan added. “We’re go-
ing to get more funding. I 
would never discount Gro-
ver Cleveland.”

Charles Ober, who mod-
erated the forum , pushed 
Nolan. 

“Under my understand-
ing,” he said, “there has not 
been a real demonstrative 
improvement in academics 
at Grover Cleveland.”

“I would disagree with 
that,” Nolan responded. “I 
think Grover Cleveland’s 
scores are fine. We have a 
lot of new immigrants that 
come in not speaking Eng-
lish as a first language. We 
have kids from Poland, Bos-
nia, Egypt, Albania and so 
on, so our English language 
scores sometimes struggle 
a little.”

Nolan specifically men-
tioned that she believes 
Grover Cleveland has made 
significant improvements 
over the past two years due 
to the work of District 24 
High School Superinten-
dent Elaine Lindsey. 

“I think if people were 
in the building and you 
saw what was happening, 
I think you’d be more con-
fident in both Lindsey and 
the kids themselves,” she 
said.

Nolan then offered to 
take the Ridgewood Prop-
erty Ownership Associa-
tion  on a tour of the school.

At an open forum in 
October, Lindsey said the 
school has received fund-
ing for Extended Learning 
Time and professional de-
velopment and that most 
of the school’s classes are 
currently within the legal 
class-size limit.

Earlier this year, Grover Cleveland High School, located at 21-27 
Himrod St., was identified as “struggling” by the city Department 
of Education.
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Rezoning move opposed
Civic associations unnerved by City Planning proposal

Man shot in mugging 
fl ed in Flushing: Cops

BY TOM MOMBERG

City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
brought together several 
civic associations from 
northeast Queens for a 
news conference last week, 
opposing the Department 
of City Planning’s Zoning 
for Quality and Afford-
ability text amendment 
proposal.

That proposal would 
alter zoning regulations to 
allow for larger housing de-
velopments in many of the 
city’s low-density, multi-
family residential areas. 
It would modify zones that 
currently allow for walk-
up buildings to instead re-
quire elevator service for 
new rennovation and new 
construction if the build-
ings are designated afford-
able and senior housing. It 
would also allow them to be 
built up to four to six stories 
high.

“This proposal aims to 
address several ways in 
which these regulations, 
drafted a generation ago, 
have in practice discour-
aged the affordability and 
quality of recent build-
ings,” according to City 
Planning’s text.

The ZQA proposal went 
before community boards 
across the city this fall, 
following a public review 
period. Community Board 
11, which oversees Bay-
side, Little Neck and Glen 
Oaks, unanimously voted 

against it, as did neighbor-
ing CB 7’s zoning subcom-
mittee.

The City Planning Com-
mission is scheduled to re-
view ZQA this winter, and 
a City Council review will 
follow early next year.

The proposal claims it 
would maintain rules of 
contextual zoning districts 
set by community boards. 
It would not up-zone, but 
rather alter each existing 
type of zoning district to 
enable more mixed-use, af-
fordable and senior hous-
ing along transit-accessi-
ble areas such as Northern 
Boulevard and to support 
the use of city subsidies for 

those developments.
Despite these limits 

in the ZQA proposal, the 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association, the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners As-
sociation, the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association, the 28th 
Avenue Homeowners As-
sociation, the Bayside His-
torical Society, the North 
Flushing Civic Associa-
tion, the Station Road Civic 
Association, Welcome to 
Whitestone and the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers Civ-
ic Association have all ex-
pressed concerns the plan 
would reverse the work 
they have done to down-
zone and limit density in 

their neighborhoods.
“The people here today 

work very hard for their 
communities,” Station 
Road Civic President Rhea 
O’Gorman said. “What 
plans like this do is ignore 
the fact that New York is 
made up of many viable 
communities, and try to 
make us one, on which 
they can build whatever 
they choose.”

Vallone stood outside a 
vacant lot at 212-06 North-
ern Blvd. with civic lead-
ers, concerned the current 
40-feet base height restric-
tion on that property could 
reach a new maximum un-
der the proposal.

BY MADINA TOURE

A 32-year-old man who 
was drinking in Flushing 
says he sought refuge in 
three nearby homes when 
he was shot by four men 
after they stole his wallet 
early Sunday morning.

The man, who identified 
himself as Richie Guer-
rero, was walking in the 
northwest corner of Leavitt 
Street and 32nd Avenue at 
about 12:15 a.m. when he 
was approached by four 
black men, according to a 
police spokesman.

Guerrero was forced to 
give the men his wallet con-
taining his ID and $100 in 
cash as well as a bank card, 
the spokesman said.

The men then shot him 
with a crossbow and a fire-
arm, causing injuries to hit 
right arm and his right but-
tock, the spokesman added.

In a telephone inter-
view from his hospital bed, 
Guerrero said he had been 
drinking on 35th Avenue 
and Union Street when he 

was approached by the men, 
who fired 10 shots, three of 
which hit him on the top of 
his shoulder, under the arm 
and in his arm.

He said he saw three 
houses, rang all three door-
bells and looked for a phone 
and people to help him. He 
found an unlocked door at 
one home, entered it and 
drank milk and orange 
juice in the fridge and went 
down to the basement.

When police arrived, 
the people who lived in the 
home alerted them that 
someone was in the house.

“So when I came out 
the front door, I come out 
to cops with their guns 
drawn,” Guerrero said. He 
showed the cops his wound-
ed arm and back, he said.

Guerrero was admitted 
to the hospital for several 
days and then was dis-
charged.

The suspects fled in an 
unknown direction and the 
investigation was ongoing, 
the NYPD spokesman said.

City Councilman Paul Vallone stands with civic associations in opposition to the Department of 
City Planning’s Zoning for Quality and Affordability text amendment proposal, which would alter 
the zoning regulations in northeast Queens. Photo by Michael Shain

A 32-year-old man said he was shot by four men in Flushing after 
they stole from him. Google Earth
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. 
ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SALE SALE

ABSOLUT
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

APOTHIC 
RED

TITO’S 
HANDMADE VODKA

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER  
BLUE

WOODBRIDGE 
ALL TYPES

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

ROBERT MONDAVI
PRIVATE SELECTON

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99
750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

1.75 L.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.1.5 L.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR. 1.76 LTR.

$17.99 $29.99

$5.99

$19.99

$6.99

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

1.5 LTR.

$8.99

$7.99

$6.99

BAILEY’S 
GIFT SET

750 ML.

$23.99

STERLING NAPA
MERLOT

750 ML.

$11.99

LOUIS MARTINI

750 ML.

$10.99

$8.99 $7.99

$28.99

$8.99

$159.99$8.99

$9.99

THANKSGIVING SALE

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 6, 2015
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase of $100 or More

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 6, 2015
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.
$10.99

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

ALL CHAMPAGNE 

& SPARKLING WINE 

15% OFF

ALL CHARDONNAY  & PINOT NOIR15% OFF  

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

750 ML.
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ry, and has proposed build-
ing a house of worship on 
the property’s front lawn.

“The Cornell Farm-
house is a integral part of 
the area’s history, and it is 
crucial it be saved so that 
future generations can un-
derstand how we lived and 
how the town developed. 
Without quick action by 
the LPC, this important 

gateway to our past will be 
lost forever,” Douglaston 
and Little Neck Historical 
Society Executive Director 
Susan Mathisen said.

In addition to the local 
historical society, other or-
ganizations urging the LPC 
to act now are the Queens 
County Farm Museum and 
the Four Borough Neigh-
borhood Preservation Al-
liance Foundation. They 
said it is the last opportu-
nity they have to prevent 
the permanent loss of the 
building’s early 19th-centu-

ry character.
“The (number) of 

Queens properties as his-
toric and well-preserved as 
the Cornell Farmhouse can 
be counted on one hand,” 
Avella said in a statement. 
“There is no reason this 
site should not be preserved 
so that it can continue to 
represent the origin of this 
borough for the generations 
to come.” 

The LPC did not respond 
to requests for comment.

“Tonight we ask that the 
board votes in favor of this 
project so that we can de-
velop the plan together in a 
way to benefit all residents 
in the district,” Feerick 
said at the Nov. 4 meeting.

“We believe that the 
track, which the Federal 
Railroad Administration 
says is in ‘great condition,’ 
could better benefit the 
community and the bor-
ough at large through a 
commuter line that could 
bring interborough tran-
sit for residents traveling 
between Queens, Brook-
lyn and Manhattan,” she 
added.

Crowley’s proposed 
rail line would run from 
Glendale near Woodhaven 
Boulevard into Long Island 
City, with passenger stops 
at the Metro Mall in Middle 
Village and in Long Island 
City. The approximately 
5-mile stretch of tracks that 
runs from Long Island City 
to Glendale is currently 
used only for a brief peri-
od overnight to transport 
freight. 

Vincent Arcuri, CB5’s 
chairman, said the Trans-
portation Committee is 
still discussing the plan 
and will present a recom-
mendation to the board in 
December. 

“This would be a combi-
nation of a light train on a 
heavy rail system, so we’re 
not sure if it is true light 
rail,” Arcuri said.

Arcuri mentioned the 
reactivation of the Rock-
away Line and the current 
light-rail line from John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport to Jamaica, con-
tending that tying these 

plans together could create 
a “master plan” to improve 
transportation borough-
wide.

State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) has not yet taken 
an official position on the 
plan but said at the Ridge-
wood Legislative Forum 
last week that she “wants 
to give the councilwoman 
a chance to educate me on 
what she’s talking about.” 

But Nolan added that 
“on its face I have some con-
cerns and questions. What 
need is it filling and how 
much use will it get? Would 
this be something that 
benefits our community or 
something that just travels 
through our community?” 

She also mentioned the 
potential environmental 
impact of a diesel train.  

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) gave 
a similarly cautious re-

sponse.  
“I want to give the coun-

cilwoman a chance to edu-
cate me on what she’s talk-
ing about, but I’ll give it the 
benefit of the doubt as she 
explains the proposal to us 
as we go forward,” he said.

However, state Assem-
blyman Michael Miller (D-
Woodhaven) was unequivo-
cally supportive.

“There is a major reason 
why I do support this plan,” 
Miller said. “If we utilize 
that track, we can take a lot 
of that time back from the 
garbage trains that come in 
and out and move back and 
forth in our communities. 
If we go back to transporta-
tion rail, the trains won’t 
have free rein to move the 
garbage all night long. In 
that respect, that plan will 
help reduce traffic,” he 
added.

Continued from Page 1 

Farmhouse

Continued from Page 1 

Light rail

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley is beginning to receive feedback 
on her proposed light rail plan from local elected officials and civ-
ic leaders. Photo by Michael Shain 
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45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$1999

FISH & CHIPS 
PLATTER 

$999

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 11/30/15 EXP. 11/30/15

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 11/30/15

EXP. 11/30/15

String of pedestrian deaths plague borough
BY TOM MOMBERG

 A rash of pedestrian 
deaths in Queens and 
around the city has galva-
nized borough lawmakers 
to call for more action to 
reduce traffic fatalities in 
addition to what Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s VisionZero has 
already implemented. 

Many Queens officials 
rallied outside the NYPD 
109th Precinct in Flushing 
Monday, proposing to work 
with the police to do just 
that.

Public Advocate Letitia 
James announced a pro-
posal to change the current 
city law, which says that pe-
destrians lose their right of 
way as soon as a crosswalk 
signal begins flashing, not 
when the light turns solid 
and the opposite direction 
of traffic has a green light.

“By ensuring pedestri-
ans have the right of way 
when a countdown clock is 

running, we are updating 
the law to reflect the real-
ity of crossing the street 
in New York City,” James 
said in a statement. “To 
truly achieve Vision Zero, 
we must continue to update 
and enforce our laws, and 
educate our drivers and pe-
destrians.”

Police still had made 

no arrests by Wednesday, 
following an incident in 
which a pedestrian, Aglaia 
Gouaris, was struck and 
killed by a private bus in 
downtown Flushing on the 
evening of Nov. 5. The bus 
was believed to be operat-
ing for a casino and police 
ultimately caught up with 
both the bus and its driver, 

the NYPD said.
An initial investiga-

tion revealed that a white 
charter bus labeled with 
the word “Skyliner” was 
stopped at a red traffic sig-
nal in the northbound lane 
of Main Street just before 
the intersection with Kis-
sena Boulevard. The bus 
accelerated when the traf-
fic light changed to green, 
then struck and ran over 
Gouaris, 84, of Union Street 
in Flushing, who was cross-
ing against the Do Not Walk 
signal, police said.

After the bus tires rolled 
over her, the bus driver con-
tinued on without stopping 
on Main Street, police said.

It was the second hit-
and-run fatality in Flush-
ing in the last month. In 
early October, Mariano 
Conteras, 41, was killed 
after being struck by the 
driver of a dark Jeep who 
fled the scene. Conteras 
had stepped unto College 

Point Boulevard mid-block. 
Police said no arrests had 
been made.

A 59-year-old man suc-
cumbed to his injuries in 
the hospital Wednesday 
and had not yet been public-
ly identified by police after 
he was struck by a car trav-
eling northbound on Col-
lege Point Boulevard when 
he was running across the 
street Sunday, police said.

Another pedestrian fa-
tality was reported by po-
lice in Richmond Hill Mon-
day, when a 62-year-old man 
was thrown off the electric 
scooter he was riding on the 
road when he hit a car door 
as it opened, police said. 
The man whose identity 
still had not been released 
by police Wednesday, died 
in the hospital after being 
run over by a pick-up truck 
driving in the right lane of 
Jamaica Avenue, according 
to the NYPD. Driver Saul 
Herrera, 52, of Woodhaven, 

was arrested for an unpaid 
open container summons, 
police said.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) noted the 
Flushing incident involved 
the third pedestrian in the 
city killed by a bus last 
week. He added that the 
latest death came shortly 
after the community com-
memorated the death of a 
child who had been struck 
by a car nearby.

“Two weeks ago, we re-
named the intersection of 
Main Street and Cherry 
Avenue after 3-year-old Al-
lison Liao, who was struck 
and killed by a vehicle, and 
today our community must 
endure yet another sense-
less death caused by a ve-
hicle,” Koo said in a state-
ment. “The city must do 
more to prevent these trag-
edies, and private buses 
and bus stops must be more 
vigorously regulated.”

The driver of a Skyliner bus is suspected in the Nov. 5 hit-and-run 
that killed an elderly woman in Flushing, police said. 

Fatal casualties have prompted calls for additional legislative action to reverse troubling trend
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America’ campaign we’re 
creating a national envi-
ronment that celebrates 
community colleges.”

She noted that the presi-
dent’s proposal to make 
the first two years of com-
munity college free would 
benefit 9 million students a 
year. Joining Biden was La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege President Dr. Gail Mel-
low, who sits on the College 
Promise Advisory Board.

“Dr. Jill Biden is here 
because of her passionate 
belief in your future,” Mel-
low said. “She knows that 
if we are going to have an 
America that is strong and 
effective, that we need to 
invest in our nation’s com-
munity colleges.”

Mellow introduced a 
current LaGuardia stu-
dent, 18-year-old Rachel 
Chambers, who appears 
in the Heads Up America 
public service announce-
ment with comedian Louis 
C.K. The PSA, which also 
stars comedian Chris Rock, 
points out the average col-

lege graduate in the Unit-
ed States is saddled with 
$28,000 in debt.

Chambers, a social sci-
ence and humanities major 
whose mother is an alum-
nus of LaGuardia, said she 
is grateful to attend the 
school but tuition poses 
a financial burden to her 
family. She urged audience 
members to register their 
support for the president’s 
proposal by visiting Head-
sUpAmerica.us, adding 
that making the first two 
years free “would make a 
huge difference in our abil-
ity to focus on our studies 
and move forward in our 
lives.”

Biden, who teaches full 
time as an English profes-
sor at Northern Virginia 
Community College, noted 
the need to destigmatize 
community colleges and 
let members of the public 
know about the millions 
of people nationwide who 
have achieved an afford-
able, quality education at a 
community college.

“So many successful 
Americans went to commu-
nity college and wouldn’t be 
where they are today with-

Continued from Page 1 

Biden
lic transportation in the 
area. 

The transit proposal, 
dubbed “the Five E’s,” 
wants to equalize commut-
er rail fares and eliminate 
two-fare zones; enact the 
Commuter Van Reform 
Act; extend express bus 
service; expand Vision 
Zero; and ensure proper 
funding for transit. 

Miller, a member of the 
City Council Committee 
on Transportation, said in 
a statement “the Five E’s 
are a how-to guide for New 
York to equitably deliver 
transportation services to 
communities throughout 
the city, even in far-flung 
neighborhoods.” 

Miller, the former co-
chairman of the MTA 
Labor Coalition and past 
president of Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1056, 
said there is no need to 
raise tolls on New Yorkers 
or build billion-dollar new 
subway lines when exist-
ing commuter rail lines, 
such as the LIRR and 
Metro-North, are already 

in place.
“It is vital that we effi-

ciently utilize services and 
resources that exist with-
in the system, whether it 
is commuter rails, express 
bus service, or otherwise,” 
he said.

But the focus for Miller 
also included regulating 
the commuter van indus-
try. 

Last month the City 
Council Committee on 
Transportation hosted a 
hearing to examine the 
state of New York City’s 
commuter van industry.

Commuter vans are 
cheap mode of transporta-
tion popular in immigrant 
communities in south-

eastern Queens neighbor-
hoods, Flushing and parts 
of Brooklyn where public 
transportation can be 
scarce. For $1.50 to $2, van 
passengers travel from 
Jamaica’s transit hub to 
parts of Cambria Heights, 
Rosedale or the Rock-
aways.

At the hearing, three 
pieces of legislation were 
discussed — Intro 570, In-
tro 860 and 861 — on com-
muter van reform. 

Intro 570 would repeal 
a current TLC rule that 
allows vans to make hails 
legal, requires drivers to 
maintain a passenger list 
and eliminates a require-
ment for license renewals 

every six years; Intro 860 
would suspend new com-
muter van licenses pend-
ing the completion of a 
safety study; and Intro 861 
would increase the fines 
for illegally operating a 
commuter van to $3,000 for 
a first offense and $4,000 
for second and subsequent 
offenses within two years. 

The Council’s Trans-
portation Committee re-
ported that in 2014 there 
were 289 licensed com-
muter van drivers and 534 
licensed commuter vans 
among 50 authorized ser-
vice providers. There is no 
official city data on how 
many illegal vans operate 
across the city.

During the hearing, 
TLC Commissioner Meera 
Joshi expressed support 
for Intros 861 and 570, but 
expressed reservations 
on Intro 860. Community 
Board 12 representatives 
also spoke in support of 
regulations, while unions 
representatives did ex-
press support for the re-
forms but also urged the 
committee to make amend-
ments. 

Continued from Page 1 

Vans

The City Council’s Transportation Committee’s report said there 
were 289 licensed commuter van drivers and 534 licensed com-
muter vans among 50 authorized service providers in 2014. 

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS
VISIT US AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Thanksgiving Catering
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