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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Construction of a new South 

Bronx space for the displaced 
businesses of the Sunrise Coop-
erative, a group of Willets Point 
auto shop owners, is halfway com-
plete as the city looks to evict the 
remaining businesses that stand 
in the way of the first phase of the 
sprawling Queens project.

In July, an appellate court 
ruled that the Willets West mega-
mall, part of the Queens Develop-
ment Group’s $3 billion redevel-
opment of Willets Point, could not 
proceed without state legislative 
approval since it would be par-
tially built on public parkland.

The project is designed to 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens’ Asian, Hispan-
ic and Muslim leaders orga-
nized two candlelight vig-
ils this week to pay homage 
to the victims of the Paris 
attacks and to display the 
diversity of the borough 

that has been a beacon for 
integrating people from 
around the world.

A vigil held Wednesday 
at Flushing Town hall to 
commemorate the victims 
of terror attacks in Paris, 
Kenya, Beirut and Egypt 
drew elected officials and 

community organizations 
from Flushing, Whitestone 
and other parts of north-
east Queens. The event was 
hosted by state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
and the Korean American 
Association of Greater New 
York. 

BY BILL PARRY

A state lawmaker is calling 
on the city  Department of Trans-
portation to bring its Vision Zero 
initiative to a chaotic stretch of 
Roosevelt Avenue in Jackson 
Heights. 

When state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and a group of 
traffic safety advocates gathered 
on a strip of concrete at the base 
of the 90th Street subway station 
last Friday, they had to fight to be 
heard over the sound of blaring 
horns from cars trying to negoti-
ate turns around double-parked 
trucks  off-loading cargo for near-
by stores..

Young people weaved in and 
out of traffic on their bicycles 

BY GABRIEL ROM
 

HomeGoods, a popular household-supply fran-
chise, opened its first store in Queens at The Shops 
at Atlas Park last Thursday—another sign that 
the long-struggling mall may be turning things 

Shops at Atlas Park
welcome HomeGoods

Jax Heights 
in need of 

Vision Zero

Willets Pt. auto shops on move

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Borough prays for Paris

S. Bronx facility 
halfway fi nished

Two devastating blazes in just 10 days —  and just  blocks apart — has Forest Hills residents on edge.  Arson in-
vestigators were on the scene of this fire on 66th Avenue the next morning and the 112th Precinct says it is on 
the case.     Photo by Michael Shain

Soon after the Paris terrorist attacks res-
idents light candles to mourn the victims 
at Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

CITY ON FIRE

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

O’NEILL’S | MASPETH

HOLIDAY 
MEALS 
TO GO

(718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 2 ▼
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage  

and sage stuffing, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $24  4-6 People $135
5-9 people $185  10-14 people $265  15-20 people $349 

Additional Sides $10 each  Half tray additional sides $35  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving  
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been  

celebrating this great  
American Holiday with you!  
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu  
Our Regular/Children’s Menu  

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s  

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this  

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals.  

Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

OR
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3Battle over de Blasio park conservancy pick
Councilman Rory Lancman complains mayor plays politics with new board at Flushing Meadows

BY BILL PARRY

A turf battle erupted 
Monday at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park as May-
or Bill de Blasio joined 
Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) to announce the 
official launch of a long de-
layed park conservancy. 

The new independent 
non-profit organization 
will support and promote 
upkeep and enhancement 
of the 900-acre park and 
decide how to spend more 
than $10 million that will 
be contributed by the Unit-
ed States Tennis Associa-
tion in a deal brokered with 
Ferreras-Copeland in 2013.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
cried foul accusing the 
mayor of playing politics by 
giving Ferreras-Copeland, 
who represents the north 
half of the park, an appoint-
ment to the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Alliance 
board of directors while 
freezing him out. 

The alliance’s board of directors in comprised of eight government, commu-

nity and business leaders 
including National Tennis 
Center COO Danny Zaus-
ner, Make the Road New 
York executive director 
Javier Valdes and Andrea 
Hirsh, the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer and General 
Counsel of the USTA.

“I represent half of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, including the inter-
ests of tens of thousands 
of my direct constituents 
and of hundreds of thou-
sands more who enjoy the 
Meadow and Willow Lakes 
area -- we deserve represen-
tation, and a say in how re-
sources are allocated in our 
park,” Lancman said. “Pub-
lic appointments, public re-
sources and public parks 
aren’t plums to be awarded 
to political allies.”

The mayor was dismis-
sive of Lancman’s claim 
saying, “Ferreras-Cope-
land covers the majority of 
this park.”

On Tuesday, Lancman 
and several community 
leaders from neighbor-
hoods that surround the 

southern part of the park, 
gathered to blast the mayor 
while standing next to a 
map of the park. It showed 
that 47 percent of the park 
is in Lancman’s district 
while 53 percent is in Fer-
rera-Copeland’s district.

“The mayor came into 
office with a vision to end 
the tale of two cities,” Lanc-
man said. “What we have is 
a tale of two park systems. 
They get all the love and all 
the money while this one 
languishes. The northern 
end, with all its institu-
tions like the World’s Fair, 
the Queens Museum and 
the New York Hall of Sci-
ence, has always got the re-
sources while the southern 
end always got the short 
end of the stick. Ninety-one 
percent of the funding goes 
to the northern end.”

Lancman said the 
board’s structure was nego-
tiated in secret. 

“The negotiations went 
on for a year and I wasn’t 
privy to it,” he said. “I got 
a call last Thursday night 
saying this is how it’s going 

to happen.”
Lancman and de Blasio 

have crossed swords before. 
Lancman once called for 
a hearing to look into the 
de Blasio administration’s 
snow-response efforts. He 
voted against the mayor’s 
pick to lead the Department 
of Investigation, and when 
Lancman backed Dan Ga-
rodnick (D-Manhattan) in 
the race for council speak-
er against de Blasio’s pick, 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan),  observers say 
it may have cost him a com-
mittee chairmanship.

But Lancman did not 
think that had anything to 
do with the current situa-
tion. 

“I’m an independent 
who speaks his mind and 
Julissa is a member of the 
Progressive Caucus, who 
are de Blasio’s allies in 
the City Council,” he said. 
“This was a political deci-
sion and it’s no secret that 
the mayor did not do well in 
these neighborhoods sur-
rounding the southern end 
of the park.”

Mayor de Blasio ran into unexpected flak after announcing the 
creation of a public conservancy for Flushing Meadows-Corona 
Park to administer a $10 million contribution from the US Tennis 
Association. Photo by Michael Shain

Proposed city zoning changes voted down by boro
BY TOM MOMBERG

Two major city zoning 
amendments intended to 
boost the number of new 
affordable housing built 
in the borough were voted 
down by the Queens Bor-
ough Board Monday. 

Voting 12-2 against both 
the Mandatory Inclusion-
ary Housing and Zoning for 
Quality and Affordability  
zoning text amendments, 
the majority of community 
board chairmen through-
out the borough said that 
although the need for af-
fordable housing is great, 
the proposed amendments 
could overrule the contex-
tual zoning changes com-
munity boards have been 
putting into their neighbor-
hoods for decades.

The chairmen of Com-
munity Board 1, which 
represents neighborhoods 
including Long Island City, 
Ditmars and Woodside; and 
Community Board 3, which 
represents Jackson Heights 
and parts of Corona and 

Elmhurst, cast votes in fa-
vor despite strong disagree-
ment within their boards.  
Nevertheless, they pointed 
out they voted with the ma-
jority of their boards. 

The Mandatory Inclu-
sionary amendment would 

mandate that developers 
produce a certain amount 
of permanent affordable 
housing when they build in 
an area zoned for inclusion-
ary housing, whether re-
zoned through a city neigh-
borhood plan or a private 
application. 

In the establishment of 
the inclusionary housing 
text amendment, only a few 
areas would initially be 
zoned as such in Queens, 
predominantly in a large 
area around Rufus King 
Park in Jamaica, but also 
on select city blocks in com-
munity districts 1 and 2. 

While the inclusionary 
housing amendment seeks 
to diversify the economic 
backgrounds of people liv-
ing in an area, the quality 
and affordability amend-

ment is intended to create a 
greater amount of housing 
and care facilities avail-
able to seniors by allowing 
some additional height in 
medium and high-density 
zones and lowering current 
parking requirements in 
that type of housing.

City Planning said zon-
ing for quality and afford-
ability would not affect 
contextual zoning regula-
tions instituted locally, and 
would only affect parking 
requirements for senior 
housing in low-density ar-
eas.

Still, civic and commu-
nity board leaders have 
been concerned that their 
work to downzone many 
neighborhoods would 
be reversed and that the 
elimination of parking re-

quirements would create 
greater congestion in tran-
sit-starved Queens.

“Although the goal to 
increase affordable and se-
nior housing units is admi-
rable, the mayor’s 160-page 
proposal would decimate 
many of the accomplish-
ments our community 
has made over the years 
in contextual rezoning,” 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association Vice President 
Henry Euler said at a Bor-
ough Board hearing a week 
before the vote.

The zoning amendments 
were drafted by the Depart-
ment of City Planning as 
part of the mayor’s plan to 
build or preserve at least 
200,000 units of affordable 
housing throughout the 
five boroughs.

The Queens Borough Board voted 12-2 against two major zoning 
text amendments at a meeting convened by Borough President 
Melinda Katz Monday. Photo by Tom Momberg
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Residents demand action on private shelter
BY TOM MOMBERG

A group of homeowners 
and residents in southeast 
Queens have been rallying 
outside the offices of their 
elected officials this week, 
demanding they interfere 
with a landowner’s intent 
to place men’s transitional 
homeless housing into six 
buildings on Hollis Avenue 
in Hollis.

The same group rallied 
outside the six eight-family 
apartment buildings in Au-
gust when it became clear 
the recently renovated 
units could become a pri-
vate shelter.

They protested outside 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie’s 
(D-St. Albans) office Mon-
day and state Assembly-
woman Barbara Clark’s 
(D-Queens Village) office 
Wednesday, criticizing the 
lawmakers for not acting 
quickly enough to stop the 
shelters from coming in.

Ten of the 22 Depart-

ment of Homeless Services 
buildings in the borough 
are located in Community 
Board 12, which covers Ja-
maica, Hollis, St. Albans 
and north Springfield Gar-
dens, according to the city 
agency.

CB12 issued a morato-
rium in January prohibiting 

any more placement of tran-
sitional housing in the neigh-
borhood by the city.

The disproportionate 
amount of housing for the 
homeless in their communi-
ty is what most concerns the 
group of residents, who fear 
the shelters will bring down 
adjacent home values and 

potentially bring in criminal 
activity.

Organizer Anthony 
Rivers has been circulat-
ing petitions demanding 
Comrie, Clark and Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans)  initiate audits on 
the properties and intro-
duce legislation requiring 
community input before 
sites like those are chosen 
whether they are private or 
public.

“That, and safety for our 
children is paramount, be-
cause on one side of those 
buildings is a day care cen-
ter and on the far side of the 
properties is a playground 
adjoined to two schools,” 
Rivers said. “It’s asinine 
that you would put any 
kind of supportive housing 
at this location.”

The six buildings were 
leased out to a Manhattan-
based real-estate firm, the 
Bluestone Group, by prop-
erty owner Rita Stark, 
the woman who allegedly 

conspired to help former 
Councilman Sheldon Lef-
fler obtain matching cam-
paign finance funds in an 
illegal scheme that ended 
his political career. She is 
also one of the largest real-
estate owners in southeast 
Queens.

Neither Stark nor the 
Bluestone Group responded 
to requests for comment.

The purpose of the refur-
bishment of the buildings 
has been kept quiet. Legis-
lators said they have asked 
to meet with the developers 
but have so far been unable 
to. They said they have also 
demanded a Department of 
Buildings audit on the prop-
erty, the results of which 
have not been released. DHS 
said it has had nothing to do 
with the property.

Surprised by the protest 
outside his office Monday, 
Comrie said he and his col-
leagues in the City Coun-
cil and the Assembly have 
been unable to introduce 

legislation to prevent these 
kinds of deals while they 
are out of session.

“This is not a one-shot 
deal or a one-protest deal. 
This is difficult,” Comrie 
said. “It is not going to be 
easy to do, but we need to do 
this cooperatively. We have 
time to draft serious legis-
lation and would be more 
than happy to take the time 
to meet with you to make 
sure it fits with the commu-
nity’s needs.”

Miller told the 
TimesLedger back in Au-
gust that he would do every-
thing he could to stop the 
men’s shelter from opening 
on Hollis Avenue, where 
bunk beds were already in-
stalled in each room. So far, 
residents and legislators are 
at a standstill with the devel-
oper, who has let the proper-
ties remain vacant with no 
stated purpose, even though 
renovation was completed 
by the end of the summer.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie is confronted as he walks to his St. Albans 
office by Hollis residents demanding something be done about 
what is rumored to become a men’s shelter on Hollis Avenue. 

Photo by Tom Momberg
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43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE 
TOOTH COLORED 
FILLINGS
METAL-FREE 
CROWNS
PORCELAIN 
VENEERS

NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA
SEDATION ENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL 
CAMERA

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
888-228-0687

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 

Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

Donate 5 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 5% off a Dental Procedure

Donate 10 Non-Perishable Food Items,  
and Receive 10% off a Dental Procedure

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

The Food Pantries  

Need Our Help!

ALL American Tag Sales
Estate Liquidation

Estate/Tag Sales
Cleanouts/Donation Hauling

Junk Removal/Snow Removal

www.allamericantagsales.com
516-521-8816

Queens Library brings back 
its six-days-a-week service
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After a years-long battle 
to restore public funds to 
Queens Library, libraries 
across the borough will of-
ficially begin six-day ser-
vice Saturday. 

In June, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, along with 
City Council leaders, an-
nounced that an additional 
$39 million from public 
funds would be allocated 
to supplement library op-
erational costs across the 
city.   .

Queens Library Interim 
President and CEO Bridget 
Quinn-Carey said the extra 
funding made it possible 
for the borough’s libraries 
to be open six days a week 
as well as help expand the 
services and programming 
that residents have come to 
rely on.

“I am very pleased to 
announce that six-day ser-
vice will begin Nov. 21. I’m 
excited to give our custom-
ers increased access to the 
library’s computers, books 
and wide range of pro-
grams,” Carey said. “We 
thank Mayor de Blasio, 
Speaker Mark-Viverito and 
the New York City Council 
for investing in our city’s 
libraries.” 

This Saturday, each li-
brary will hold a special 
event to celebrate the six-
day service. Library-goers 
will get a chance to partici-
pate in such activities as 
a children’s book reading 
with puppets, face-paint-

ing, balloon sculpture and 
music concerts. In addition, 
several City Council mem-
bers will be present to meet 
and greet constituents at 
their respective libraries. 

“It will be easy to get my 
daughters’ homework and 
projects done,” said Marie 
Seenjan, who has two girls 
in elementary school. “We 
only have one computer at 
home and twice the home-
work so it takes longer to 
get work done.”

Carey said libraries that 
have lacked resources and 
those in dire need of repair 
will get help. 

Queens Library, which 
has 62 local community 
libraries, will be creating 
special new outdoor spaces 
with greenery and spots 
where people can access 
free Wi-Fi connection or 
just relax and read.  

For infants and tod-

dlers, libraries offer story 
time and such programs as 
Toddler Learning Centers 
and Kick off to Kindergar-
ten, which provide age-
appropriate learning ex-
periences for children and 
also help families prepare 
their children for school at 
home.

According to Queens Li-
brary data, 2,000 school-age 
children come to libraries 
after school everyday to get 
help with their homework, 
participate in activities 
and explore the collection, 
under the guidance of spe-
cially trained homework 
helpers, teen tutors, and 
youth counselor profession-
als. Teenagers and young 
adults have the Teen Cen-
ters, where trained youth 
counselors and instruc-
tors welcome more than 
500 teens and young adults 
daily.

Queens Library branches will now be open on Saturdays. 
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Luxury site to be rezoned 
CB7 seeks to ensure only single homes built at Waterpointe 

Little Neck man leaps
to death after stabbing

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Community Board 7 is 

looking to rezone the Wa-
terpointe site in Whites-
tone  because it contends 
the developer did not pro-
vide a deed restriction 
ensuring that only homes 
are built at the site. The 
developer maintains that 
it has provided the board 
with everything it has re-
quested. 

At its monthly board 
meeting Nov. 9 at the Union 
Care Plaza Center at 33-23 
Union St. in Flushing, the 
board recommended that 
the 18-acre site, on which 
52 single-family homes 
will be built, be downzo-
ned specifically for resi-
dential family homes. 

Gene Kelty, CB 7’s 
chairman, said the devel-
oper, Edgestone Group, 
did not provide a deed re-
striction for the site at 151-
45 Sixth Road. 

“Now that they didn’t do 
what we asked them to do, 
which was a deed restric-
tion, and we’re not positive 
they’re going to build ex-
actly what they said they 
were going to build, that’s 
why we want to change the 
zoning, ” Kelty said.

The Bayrock Group 
bought the site for $25 mil-
lion in 2008, according to 
Joe Sweeney, chairman 
of CB7’s consumer affairs 
committee.

The company was fined 
$150,000 by the state De-

partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation because 
the company was filling 
the contaminated soil at 
the site with newly con-
taminated soil, contrary 
to brownfield cleanup pro-
gram, Sweeney said. 

After Bayrock went 
bankrupt, the Edgestone 
Group bought the site in 
2011 for $11.3 million and 
applied to build 52 homes 
and a public waterfront 
park on the site, he said.  

Sweeney said the board 
met with the company on 
numerous occasions be-
tween 2011 and 2015.  Due 
to groundwater vapor-
izing upward and poten-
tially causing leaks in the 
homes, an alarm system 

would need to be placed in 
the basement of each home, 
Sweeney explained. 

The state also requires 
the homes to be inspected, 
along with a report, and 
the home owner’s associa-
tion would be responsible 
for ensuring this occurs. 
The board asked Edgestone 
to set up a fund to offset the 
costs of the inspections. 

Sweeney claims that 
Sultana and Edgestone’s 
owner told the board that 
with the cleanup cost, it 
would be more feasible to 
build townhouses with 
110 units, but the company 
backed off through public 
pressure. 

Sweeney said that what 
Sultana presented at the 

Nov. 9 meeting was a 
confirmatory deed, 
which corrects any er-
rors in an existing deed 
property.  But a deed 
restriction restricts the 
property to whatever 
has been proposed in 
that document, he said. 

“A deed restriction 
would basically say 
that you cannot ... it’s 
52 homes and therefore 
that’s all you can do 
and it’s restricted to do 
that,” he said.

Joseph Sultana, an 
architect who repre-
sented Edgestone Group 
at the CB 7 board meet-
ing, said that when they 
met with the board ear-
ly in  October, the board 
asked them to provide a 

notarized letter from the 
property owner stating 
that the developer will put 
in place a deed restriction. 

He said the board prom-
ised to vote on the special 
permit for the property in 
return. 

The developer sent the 
letter to the board for ap-
proval but did not hear 
back. The board then de-
cided to table a decision 
and told Edgestone that 
it wanted a deed restric-
tion, he said. Sultana said 
the developer e-mailed the 
board a copy of the deed 
restriction it requested 
Nov. 4 but at the Nov. 9 
meeting, they were told 
that the deed restriction 
was not good enough. 

BY TOM MOMBERG

A domestic dispute 
between a man and his 
girlfriend in Little Neck 
Monday morning escalated 
quickly, leading to a stab-
bing and apparent suicide, 
according to the NYPD

A man leaped to his 
death from his fifth-floor 
apartment of The Excelsior 
complex in Little Neck im-
mediately after stabbing 
his girlfriend several times, 
according to police.

Sheldon McKenzie, 29, 
stabbed the 24-year-old 
woman in her hands, arms 
and legs inside his apart-
ment on the Grand Central 
Parkway near Common-
wealth Boulevard after an 
apparent domestic dispute, 
the NYPD said.

The girlfriend, who po-
lice did not identify, ran 
outside the apartment 
building and flagged down 
a passing patrol car a little 
after 9:20 a.m. after being 
stabbed, authorities said.

The patrol officers 
walked up to the apartment 
after meeting the young 
woman, only to find McK-
enzie on the ground behind 
the building from an appar-
ent fall, police said.

McKenzie and the wom-
an were both rushed to 
North Shore LIJ Hospital, 
where the man died and the 
woman was in stable condi-
tion, according to police.

The authorities said 
they were still investigat-
ing what caused the domes-
tic dispute and resulting 
violence.

“I only just heard what 
people in the building have 
told me,” said one resident 
who would not give her 
name. “I didn’t know these 
people, but I have lived here 
for almost 20 years. I never 
thought something like this 
could happen here.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Community Board 7 recommended the downzoning of the 
Waterpointe site in Whitestone. Google Earth

Officers from NYPD’s crime scene unit investigate the apartment 
complex where a man stabbed his girlfriend then leaped to his 
death. Photo by Tom Momberg
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

Cornell Tech campus 
ready to open in 2017

BY MADINA TOURE

The developers of the 
upcoming Cornell Tech 
campus on Roosevelt Island 
offered a sneak preview of 
the project late Tuesday 
morning.

The 12.5-acre site will 
consist of The Bloomberg 
Center, an academic build-
ing; The Bridge at Cornell 
Tech, a corporate co-loca-
tion building; a residential 
building that will include 
350 units for students, staff 
and faculty; the Verizon 
Executive Education Cen-
ter and Hotel; and a central 
utility plant. The campus 
will be developed in three 
phases, with the first due to 
open in 2017.

The first phase consists 
of the Bloomberg Center, 
The Bridge and the resi-
dential building.  All of the 
buildings, except for the 
executive education center, 
will open in 2017. Students 
and faculty will start com-
ing to the campus in fall 
2017. 

Andrew Winters, senior 
director of capital projects 
for Cornell Tech, said the 
campus seeks to provide 
an open public space that 
is inviting to the commu-
nity, encouraging people to 
participate in its program-
ming. 

The Bloomberg Cen-

ter, named for the former 
mayor, will consist of class-
rooms, an auditorium, of-
fice space, student space 
and a café on the ground 
floor. 

“We’re trying to cut 
across all different seg-
ments and bring as many 
people out as we can,” Win-
ters said. 

The residential building 
will be 26 stories high and 
consist of 500 beds, the first 
high-rise residential pas-
sive house building in the 
world.  Passive buildings 
cut energy consumption 
by 60 percent to 80 percent 
compared to code build-
ings, according to the Pas-
sive House Institute US. 

About 50 percent of stu-
dents will live in the resi-
dential building, with the 
top two floors reserved for 
faculty and staff. The $2 bil-
lion campus will be part of 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney’s 
(D-Astoria) district.

When complete, the 
campus will have 2 million 
square feet of state-of-the-
art buildings, more than 
two acres of open space, 
and more than 2,000 gradu-
ate students and hundreds 
of faculty and staff.

Winters guided resi-
dents and journalists along 
Tech Walk for a tour of the 
site, which is currently in 
active construction. The 

steel and other material for 
the Bloomberg Center and 
the Bridge buildings are 
being delivered by barge to 
the island. 

He said the surround-
ing community was split 
over the tallness of the resi-
dential building but said 
the height would provide a 
good view among other ad-
vantages.

Winters said he sees 
opportunities in nearby 
Long Island City, noting 
that plans to install a fer-
ry landing on the eastern 
side of Roosevelt Island to 
the north of the Queens-
boro Bridge would make it 
easier to connect with the 
neighborhood directly. 

“We see Long Island 
City as a developing neigh-
borhood where there’s a lot 
of opportunity for housing, 
a lot of opportunity for com-
mercial development that 
could potentially be tied 
into the sort of commer-
cial development that we’re 
looking at here,” he said. 

Cornell Tech’s tempo-
rary campus has been op-
erating at Google’s Chelsea 
building in Manhattan 
since 2012, with a grow-
ing world-class faculty 
and about 150master’s and 
Ph.D. students who work 
with tech-oriented compa-
nies and organizations.

The new Cornell Tech campus, due to open in fall 2017, is starting to take form on Roosevelt Island, 
including the main college building (l), a building for private tech firms (r) and a residence (right at 
rear).   Photo by Michael Shain 
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*Department Store and Restaurant Hours May Vary

Find great deals at ShopQueensCenter.com

SHOP EARLY
QUEENS� CENTER� OPENS� THANKSGIVING� AT� �PM*

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR
QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS! Text Concierge 716.222.3350
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“As the world becomes 
a more dangerous place, 
we must be stronger and 
show more empathy,” Kim 
said. “We gather today 
to remember the victims 
and send love to people 
who have been impacted 
by the horrendous acts of 
violence.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), Councilman-
elect Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) spoke on the im-
portance of tolerance and 
peace at a time when it is 
easy to become hateful. 

On Sunday at Diversity 
Plaza a candlelight vigil 
brought dozens of som-
ber borough residents to 
the bustling epicenter of 
Jackson Heights, home to 
a multi-faceted population 
of many different races 
and religions.

State Assemblyman 
Fran cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
spoke about the violence 

that shattered  a Friday 
evening in Paris and how 
important it was to support 
France.

“If only the world could 
take a look at what hap-
pens in Jackson Heights. 
Maybe this is the example 
for the world. When we 
see this tragedy, we stand 
right here with our Mus-
lim brothers and sisters 
to send a message that we 
won’t stand for this,” Moya 
said.

The event was orga-
nized by community ac-
tivists, including several 
Muslims, and elected of-
ficials soon after suicide 
bombing attacks and hos-
tage killings at a concert 
hall in Paris, which left 
more than 125 people dead 
and hundreds injured.

Filmmaker, commu-
nity activist and Jackson 
Heights resident Will 
Sweeney said, “It is incred-
ible that people have come 
together after something 
that tears people apart.”

“As a Muslim New 
Yorker, it is important to 
denounce what happened 
and there is no place for 
it,” Ali Najmi, Queens 

community activist and 
criminal defense attorney, 
said at the Jackson Heights 
vigil.

On Tuesday, Mayor de 
Blasio emphasized the role 
Muslims play in the city’s 
counterterrorism efforts.

“Muslim New Yorkers 
are a crucial ally in the 
fight against terrorism. 
ISIS does not discriminate 
and has killed members 
of many races and reli-
gion,” de Blasio said. “The 
Muslim community is as 
deeply concerned about 
terrorism as other com-
munities are. NYPD in-
vestigates the crime, not a 
group of people. That will 
not change.”

Since January, five 
suspected terrorists, in Ja-
maica and Flushing, have 
been arrested after alleg-
edly conspiring to plot 
terror attacks in the city 
and trying to join ISIS, the 
terrorist group which has 
claimed responsibility for 
the attacks in Paris. 

As a precautionary 
measure, the NYPD and 
its anti-terrorism agen-
cies have doubled up on 
security in crowded areas, 

around.
“This is a home run for 

the neighborhood,” said 
Kathy Massi, president of 
the Glendale Civic Associa-
tion.

HomeGoods, owned by 
The TJX Companies, spe-
cializes in discounted home 
furnishings.

“The store is suburban. 
It has a broad depth of goods 
and it’s at the right price 
point,” said Faith Hope Con-
solo, a New York retail bro-
ker with Prudential Douglas 
Elliman.   

“Atlas Park is moving in 
the right direction,” Con-
solo added. “The owners 
are making the right types 
of deals and I think that by 
the first quarter of next year 
you will see a real increase 
in sales.”

The 400,000-square-foot 
complex, located on the for-
mer Atlas Terminal indus-
trial plot at 80-00 Cooper 
Ave., opened in 2006 but was 
plagued with empty stores, 
various vacancies and even 
a petty crime problem. In 

2009, the mall fell into fore-
closure. Two years later, 
Macerich, which owns shop-
ping malls nationwide, in-
cluding the Queens Center, 
purchased Atlas Park for 
around $54 million. 

Before the mall went into 
foreclosure, it was run by 
Damon Hemmerdinger, who 
had a vision of the shops as 
a high-end retail oasis in the 
neighborhood.

Atlas Park’s new owners 
“have refocused,” Consolo 
said. “Before, they were fo-
cusing on the wrong price 
point. They were trying to 
be too upscale and that’s 
not what that neighborhood 
needed.”

In recent years, the mall 
has opened mass-retail 
stores that include Forever 
21, Charlotte Russe, TJ Maxx 
and now Home Goods. 

“They started slow, but 
over the past two years 
the mall has dramatically 
improved,” Massi added. 
“There are very few stores 
left from the original mall. 
There has been a complete 
transformation.”

Consolo sees Home-
Goods’ arrival as another 
sign that the mall is begin-

ning to listen to local con-
sumer demands.

“They’ve figured out who 
their customer is,” she said.

Consolo expects more 
restaurant options to open 
soon at Atlas Park. “Fashion 
follows food,” she said. 

On Tuesday, Danny  
Brown announced that he 
would oin the list of ven-
dors at the LIC Flea&Food 
holiday market at Atlas 
Park. 

In recent months, both 
Brooklyn Cupcake and 
Auntie Ann’s Pretzels have 
opened at the Mall.

HomeGoods, based in 
Massachusetts, has two 
other stores in New York 
City, one in Brooklyn and 
another on the Upper West 
Side. In September, Home 
Goods announced it would 
replace the Barnes & Noble 
in Bay Terrace.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Paris
Continued from Page 1 

Atlas Park
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transform the area into a 
neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residen-
tial space. 

As part of a court-or-
dered agreement, the city 
Economic Development 
Corporation was to pay $4.8 
million and the Queens De-
velopment Group $960,000 
for the group’s relocation 
and renovation of Sunrise 
Coop’s new facility. Sun-
rise Coop was originally 
expected to contribute 
$143,000 and leave the site 
by June 1. 

But construction on the 
group’s new space at 1080 
Leggett Ave. in the Hunts 
Point section of the South 
Bronx, which will have 45 
shops, was delayed because 
the group had not filed the 
necessary permit.

Marco Neira, Sunrise 
Coop’s president, said 
more than 20 shops have 
now been constructed in 
the Soutåh Bronx and the 
ramps are ready, with con-
struction due to be complete 
by December or the end of 
February at the latest. 

“We have a lot of things 
done,” he said.

Most of the Sunrise 
Coop auto shop owners are 
still working in the Willets 

Point area, with some tak-
ing customers in Corona, 
Neira said. 

A spokesman for the 
city Department of Build-
ings said the South Bronx 
space has four active work 
permits involving plumb-
ing, the installation of 14 
new ceiling mount gas fur-
naces and three new gas 
meters, interior renova-
tion of erected two concrete 
block walls, new fencing 
and gates.

Marlene Cintron, presi-
dent of the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development 
Corporation, said the cor-
poration met with Sunrise 
Coop more than a year ago 
and again  last summer 
but has not heard from the 
group recently.  

“I can’t say that we’ve 
had a lot of dealings with 
them. They’ve basically 
been dealing with this with 
their consultants and attor-
neys.”

She said Sunrise may 
not feel the need to be in 
contact with her organiza-
tion.

“I don’t know if they 
consider themselves Bronx 
stakeholders at this point,” 
she said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
city Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and De-
velopment said the court 
decision does not affect 

the Sunrise Cooperative, 
noting that the auto shops 
already had left the phase 
one site. 

 There are several busi-
nesses left that belong in 
phase one of the develop-
ment that are not part of 
the Sunrise Cooperative.   
They are facing eviction by 
the city.

The city is trying to gain 
possession of  the build-
ings, lots and garages oc-
cupied by Willets Property 
LLC, Wil-Cor Realty Co. 
Inc. and Royal Touch Auto 
Spa, three of the remain-
ing businesses, at 127-04-08 
Willets Point Blvd.

An Oct. 1 notice stated 
that the property owner 
had to appear at a hearing 
at Queens County Civil 
Court  in Jamaica Oct. 29, 
but the HPD spokeswoman 
said the court case was ad-
journed to Dec. 11. HPD is 
the property manager on 
behalf of the city. 

“The city will not be 
seeking to renew expiring 
leases within Phase 1 of 
the Willets Point redevel-
opment area in order to 
secure the few remaining 
sites,” the HDP spokeswom-
an said in a statement. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

and pedestrians dodged 
motorists making turns 
on to Case and Benham 
streets. Since 2013, two 
area residents have been 
fatally struck by vehicles, 
and another 10 pedestrians 
injured along with two bi-
cyclists, according to the 
NYPD.

“These intersections 
cry for a complete rede-
sign,” Peralta said. “Most 
of the accidents in this area 
are preventable, and with 
a new configuration and 
more police enforcement, I 
am positive we can drasti-
cally reduce pedestrian in-
juries and fatalities.”

Peralta called for traf-
fic calming measures to be 
implemented specifically 
at Roosevelt Avenue inter-
sections with 90th Street, 

Elmhurst Avenue and Case 
Street where drivers make 
illegal left turns that cause 
some of the accidents. A 
DOT spokesman said signs 
where left turns are pro-
hibited were upgraded over 
the summer and that its 
signals division is still re-
viewing the location.

“There is a lot of foot 
traffic in this particular 
area,” he said. “There are a 
few schools. We need to do 
everything that is in our 
power to protect New York-
ers and redesigning this 
area will go a long way to-
wards achieving that goal.”

 .  Peralta stated that   the 
solution to improve road 
and street safety should 
include street lights, more 
traffic signs, public educa-
tion campaigns and better 
lighting, especially under 
the elevated tracks of the 
No. 7 subway line. 

“We all need to be part 
of the solution to improve 

road and street safety,” Per-
alta said.

A DOT spokesman said 
that signage had been up-
graded over the summer 
and that its Signals Divi-
sion is still reviewing the 
location/

Longtime Jackson 
Heights resident Rocio 
Molina, who suffered an 
ankle injury when she was 
injured in a motor vehicle 
collision at the intersection 
of 90th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue, said, “Clearly 
something must be done in 
this area. Some drivers ig-
nore street signs and they 
don’t yield to pedestrians.”

Deputy Inspector Brian 
Hennessy, the commanding 
officer at the 115th Precinct, 
said he would increase edu-
cation on street safety. Cris-
tina Furlong, a founding 
member of Make Queens 
Safer, said educating the 
youth was an important as-
pect of Vision Zero.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt.

Continued from Page 1 

Roosevelt

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

DOUBLE 

$39 +TAX

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

EXP. 12/3/15

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE
1¼ LBS EACH

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL MARKET
ONLY

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS 

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobsters

THRIPLE 

$49 +TAX

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobsters

SINGLE 

$24 +TAX

INCLUDES:
1/  lb Lobster
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. DEC. 7th

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM
Il Fornetto

2902 Emmons Avenue

TUES. DEC. 8th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

THUR. DEC. 10th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

FRI. DEC. 11th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.
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MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.comFollow us  
on Twitter

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday, November 28th 

www.shopsmall.com

Friday, Dec. 11th & 18th  
Opera on Tap Carolers 3-5 PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave. in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 28th 12pm–3pm
Myrtle Ave. & 71st Ave. Plaza

(Just off Forest Ave.)
Live Holiday Music by 
NYC Brass Entourage
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