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BY BILL PARRY

A turf battle erupted Mon-
day at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park as Mayor Bill de 
Blasio joined Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) to announce 
the official launch of a long de-
layed park conservancy. 

The new independent non-
profit organization will sup-
port and promote upkeep and 
enhancement of the 900-acre 
park and decide how to spend 
more than $10 million that will 
be contributed by the United 
States Tennis Association in 
a deal brokered with Ferreras-
Copeland in 2013.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) cried 
foul accusing the mayor of 
playing politics by giving 
Ferreras-Copeland, who rep-
resents the north half of the 
park, an appointment to the 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Alliance board of direc-
tors while freezing him out. 

The alliance’s board of di-
rectors in comprised of eight 
government, community and 
business leaders including 
National Tennis Center COO 
Danny Zausner, Make the 
Road New York executive di-
rector Javier Valdes and An-

BY GABRIEL ROM

A Queens city councilman 
has introduced a resolution 
that would allow city residents 
to pay a subway-equivalent 
$2.75 fare on the Long Island 
Rail Road or Metro-North 
within city limits and transfer 
to the subway or bus for free. 

That resolution was intro-
duced at last week’s City Coun-
cil Transportation Committee 
hearing. Two other proposed 
amendments to the city char-
ter would require the DOT 
and MTA to carry out studies 
on the viability of transit im-
provements such as light-rail 
systems and increasing pas-
senger service on freight-rail 
lines. 

According to Transporta-
tion Committee Chairman 
Ydanis Rodriguez (D-Manhat-
tan) despite being invited, the 
MTA refused to send a repre-
sentative to the hearing.

That absence set the tone 
for the hearing in which a 
number of Queens lawmakers 
voiced frustration both with 
the city and the MTA over a 
perceived lack of action on 
neighborhoods identified as 
“transit deserts.”

According to Councilman 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), 
who introduced the resolution 
to lower ticket prices on com-
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BY BILL PARRY

Shore Boulevard in Asto-
ria Park will not be closed to 
vehicular traffic following 
discussions on a controversial 
proposal to improve traffic 
safety on the half-mile river-
front roadway , according to 

Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly Trotten-
berg. She made that announce-
ment during an Astoria Civic 
Association last week.

“We are not pursuing the 
closure of Shore Boulevard,” 
a DOT spokesman said. “We 
are looking forward to con-

tinuing our conversation with 
local stakeholders on how to 
fine-tune pedestrian and traf-
fic safety plans and what can 
work best for the Astoria com-
munity.”

Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), who 

Continued on Page 48
Shore Boulevard in Astoria Park stays open to all motorists after a traffic 
safety review by the Department of Transportation. Photo by Bill Parry

Lancman rips
mayor’s choice
for park board

Shore Boulevard will not be closed

Pol pushes $2.75 LIRR tix 
Queens electeds request studies to improve transit in struggling boro

On Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights, a somber crowd lit candles and prayed for the more than 125 
people killed and hundreds injured in the terrorist attacks in Paris. See coverage on Pages 5, 12. 

Photo by Sadef Kully

HONORING PARIS
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

HomeGoods, a popular 
household-supply franchise, 
opened its first store in Queens 
at The Shops at Atlas Park last 
Thursday—another sign that 
the long-struggling mall may 
be turning things around.

“This is a home run for the 
neighborhood,” said Kathy 
Massi, president of the Glen-
dale Civic Association.

HomeGoods, owned by The 
TJX Companies, specializes in 
discounted home furnishings.

“The store is suburban. It 
has a broad depth of goods and 
it’s at the right price point,” 
said Faith Hope Consolo, a 
New York retail broker with 
Prudential Douglas Elliman.   

“Atlas Park is moving in 
the right direction,” Consolo 
added. “The owners are mak-
ing the right types of deals 
and I think that by the first 
quarter of next year you will 
see a real increase in sales.”

The 400,000-square-foot 
complex, located on the former 
Atlas Terminal industrial plot 
at 80-00 Cooper Ave., opened 
in 2006 but was plagued with 
empty stores, various vacan-
cies and even a petty crime 
problem. In 2009, the mall fell 
into foreclosure. Two years 
later, Macerich, which owns 
shopping malls nationwide, 
including the Queens Cen-
ter, purchased Atlas Park for 

around $54 million. 
Before the mall went into 

foreclosure, it was run by Da-
mon Hemmerdinger, who had 
a vision of the shops as a high-
end retail oasis in the neigh-
borhood.

Atlas Park’s new owners 
“have refocused,” Consolo 
said. “Before, they were focus-
ing on the wrong price point. 
They were trying to be too up-
scale and that’s not what that 
neighborhood needed.”

In recent years, the mall 
has opened mass-retail stores 
that include Forever 21, Char-
lotte Russe, TJ Maxx and now 
Home Goods. 

“They started slow, but 
over the past two years the 
mall has dramatically im-
proved,” Massi added. “There 
are very few stores left from 
the original mall. There has 
been a complete transforma-
tion.”

Consolo sees HomeGoods’ 
arrival as another sign that 
the mall is beginning to listen 
to local consumer demands.

“They’ve figured out who 
their customer is,” she said.

Consolo expects more res-
taurant options to open soon 
at Atlas Park. “Fashion fol-
lows food,” she said. 

On Tuesday, Danny  
Brown announced that he 
would oin the list of vendors 
at the LIC Flea&Food holiday 
market at Atlas Park. 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A new, colorful mural dedi-

cated to the history of hip-hop 
culture in southeast Queens 
appeared on the corner of 
198th Street and Hollis Avenue 
last week in Hollis.

The mural featured the 
neighborhood’s most famous 
1980s hip-hop group, Run-
DMC,  whose members were 
raised in Hollis surrounded 
by some of the same issues 
that plague the world today. 
The mural showed the hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter, educa-
tion, police relations, a Mus-
lim woman praying and on its 
far-left a portrait of Dollie, the 
owner of the deli and grocery 
store next to the mural. 

 The members of Run-DMC 
—Joseph Simmons, Darryl 
McDaniels, and Jam Master 
Jay — grew up together and 
hung out a few blocks away at 
Hollis Playground, known as 
Two-Fifths park in the Eight-
ies.

The Hollis-raised artist 
behind the mural, Jocelyn 
Goode, started the initiative 
Hip-Hop Legacy of Queens 
last year to tell the borough’s 
hip-hop history through a vi-
sual narrative for future gen-
erations. Her goal is to create 
10 murals across southeast 
Queens depicting famous hip-
hop artists from their respec-
tive neighborhoods. 

Goode has been raising 
funds on what she called 
“nails or hair money,” where 
a person would donate to her 
cause rather than spending it 
at the nail and hair salons or 
barber shops that week.   

“Everything we have been 
able to do is literally because 
people would stop and express 
their feelings,” Goode said. 
“Whenever we needed money 
for more paint, it would hap-
pen naturally. Someone would 
stop by and just leave a couple 

bucks.”
For Goode, the initiative 

reminded her of the stone soup 
fable in which three men enter 
a village to ask for food but no 
one has anything to give. So 
they tell people they will make 
a stone soup. Residents begin 
adding vegetables to the stone 
soup which is able to feed the 
whole village at the end. 

“I got everything started, 
but really it is a collaborative 
community effort,” Goode 
said. 

Goode, who majored in 
fine arts at Amherst College, 
said the goal was to preserve 
the culture, revitalize neigh-
borhoods through beautifica-
tion and create jobs for young 
people. She would like to hire 
10 artists for a paid apprentice-
ship to help with her murals 
and gain job experience.  

“The artwork has become 
a hub and it raises different 
feelings for many,” she said. 
“Sometimes it brings the young 
and old together. A 15-year-old 
may not understand what the 
importance of Run-DMC was 
for black people, but a 45-year-

old knows it all too well.”
Hip-hop artists from 

Queens such as Nas, Run-
DMC, Salt-n-Pepa, LL Cool J, A 
Tribe Called Quest, Lost Boyz, 
KRS-1, Ja-Rule, Marley Marl, 
50 Cent, Nicki Minaj, Roxanne 
Shante, Lloyd Bank and Rus-
sell Simmons are some of big 
names that hail from across 
the borough. 

Goode, who worked with 
artist community projects in 
California, said this was a way 
for her to give back to her com-
munity.

 “I wanted to  part of coming 
back to where you are from.”

Goode is also raising mon-
ey on a online campaign at 
Indiegogo website for Hip-Hop 
Legacy of Queens and for the 
artist apprenticeships while 
she applies for artists grants. 

Her ultimate goal is to 
make southeast Queens a tour-
ist attraction.

 “The borough just became 
the No. 1 place to visit and we 
need to get that tourism here 
to learn about our rich his-
tory,”  she said.

HomeGoods, based in Massachusetts, has two other stores in New 
York City, one in Brooklyn and another on the Upper West Side. 

Courtesy of Home Goods

Mural artist Jocelyn Goode is also raising money in an online campaign 
to create 10 murals in southeast Queens dedicated to hip-hop culture in 
the borough.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Shops at Atlas Park
welcome HomeGoods

Art honors hip-hop
First mural in Hollis pays tribute to rappers Run-DMC  
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
The First Presbyteri-

an Church of Newtown in 
Elmhurst, the borough’s old-
est church, celebrated its 
363rd anniversary Sunday by 
paying homage to the church 
member who donated the land 
to the Presbyterian Church in 
1715. 

The church displayed its 
oldest records, including the 
original sheepskin deed from 
1715, the year it began record-
keeping.  Those records in-
cluded documents of baptisms, 
marriages, deaths, natural di-
sasters, slaves becoming mem-
bers of the church, and the dis-
ciplining of church members 
who had sinned.

According to the church 
historians, the First Presby-
terian Church of Newtown at 
5405 Seabury St. is the oldest 
Presbyterian church in New 
York City and the fourth old-
est Presbyterian church in the 
United States.

The first building, erected 

in 1652 by Purtian settlers, 
was a combination church, 
town hall, parsonage and 
courthouse. It was located on 
present-day Broadway around 
Dongan Street in Elmhurst. 

In 1715, land was given to 
for what would become the 
Presbyterian church today by 
member Jonathan Fish, an 
early Newtown settler.  

 Michael Perlman, chair-
man of Rego-Forest Preserva-
tion Coumcil, said, “[It} was 
founded in the wilderness of 
the Dutch colony of the New 
Netherlands. It is remarkable 
how the congregation survived 
war, invasion, and religious 
and political persecution. The 
first pastor was Rev. John 
Moore, who was a signer for 
the purchase of Queens, west 
of the Flushing River from the 
Indians. This area was known 
as Newtown as of 1665, but 
later became separate villag-
es, which today are known as 
Elmhurst, Forest Hills, Rego 
Park, etc.”

Perlman said it was an en-

gineering marvel. In 1924, the 
city announced plans to widen 
Queens Boulevard.  The city 
raised the 5 million-pound 
church by 125 feet into the air 
onto greased logs turned by 
hand winches to move it from 

the middle of Queens Boule-
vard to its current location.  

“The spirit of God moved 
the first Christians to act. 
When the Fish family donated 
the land, the people had a vi-
sion and they had faith. Look 

at us now,” the Rev. Anette 
Westermark said to the con-
gregation. “In 1965, this con-
gregation was the largest, 
diverse congregation in the 
world.”

After the Sunday sermon, 
Westermark led the congrega-
tion, which even today boasts 
members from over 25 coun-
tries, in prayer for the lives 
lost in the Nov. 13 Paris at-
tacks. 

“Let us be thankful for 
what we have now,” she said. 

Visitors came from across 
the city to celebrate unveiling 
a memorial stone dedicated to 
Jonathan Fish’s gift to the Pres-
byterian church with elected 
officials Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing). Stavisky said. 

“As I was sitting here, 
imagining the 363 years of 
what has transpired over the 
last 363 years.  If these church 
walls could talk what would 
they say?”

Councilman Daniel Dromm and state Sen. Toby Stavisky help present 
the memorial to mark the 363rd anniversary of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Newtown on Seabury Street in Elmhurst.  Photo by Sadef Kully

First Presbyterian church celebrates 363 years 
Stone memorial tribute to land donor Jonathan Fish unveiled at Elmhurst historical site
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Construction of a new 

South Bronx space for the 
displaced businesses of the 
Sunrise Cooperative, a group 
of Willets Point auto shop own-
ers, is halfway complete as the 
city looks to evict the remain-
ing businesses that stand in 
the way of the first phase of 
the sprawling Queens project.

In July, an appellate court 
ruled that the Willets West 

mega-mall, part of the Queens 
Development Group’s $3 bil-
lion redevelopment of Willets 
Point, could not proceed with-
out state legislative approval 
since it would be partially 
built on public parkland.

The project is designed 
to transform the area into a 
neighborhood with commer-
cial, retail and residential 
space. 

As part of a court-ordered 
agreement, the city Economic 

Development Corporation was 
to pay $4.8 million and the 
Queens Development Group 
$960,000 for the group’s reloca-
tion and renovation of Sunrise 
Coop’s new facility. Sunrise 
Coop was originally expected 
to contribute $143,000 and 
leave the site by June 1. 

But construction on the 
group’s new space at 1080 Leg-
gett Ave. in the Hunts Point 
section of the South Bronx, 

BY GABRIEL ROM

While both Community 
Board 5 and Community 
Board 6 voted overwhelmingly 
against two major zoning text 
amendments, the few individ-
ual holdouts offered a window 
into an increasingly conten-
tious relationship between 
Central Queens and City Hall. 

At a Monday vote, the 
Queens Borough Board, which 
comprises of all community 
board chairmen and borough’s 
Council members, voted to dis-
approve the Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing program and 
the Zoning for Quality and Af-
fordability act.

The former would mandate 
that a share of new housing 
developments be permanently 
affordable, while the latter  

focuses on affordable senior 
housing developments, relax-
ing density restrictions and 
forcing developers to provide 
ample parking spaces.

At its monthly meeting on 
Nov. 11, Community Board 5, 
which covers the neighbor-
hoods of Middle Village, Glen-
dale, Maspeth and parts of 
Ridgewood, voted 36-1 with one 
abstention against the Quality 
and Affordability amendment. 

Calling the amendment a 
“piece of laminate” on top of 
existing zoning regulations, 
Paul Kerzner, a CB 5 board 
member, said “it would negate 
the work that this board has 
done over the past 15 years in 
downzoning.”

Kerzner conjured images of 
six-story assisted-care facili-
ties replacing the many one-
story houses in CB 5’s zone.

“Developers will pick off 
block by block in every neigh-
borhood in this community 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Two major city zoning 
amendments intended to 
boost the number of new af-
fordable housing built in the 
borough were voted down by 
the Queens Borough Board 
Monday. 

Voting 12-2 against both 
the Mandatory Inclusion-
ary Housing and Zoning for 
Quality and Affordability  
zoning text amendments, the 
majority of community board 
chairmen throughout the 
borough said that although 
the need for affordable hous-
ing is great, the proposed 
amendments could overrule 
the contextual zoning chang-
es community boards have 
been putting into their neigh-
borhoods for decades.

The chairmen of Commu-
nity Board 1, which repre-
sents neighborhoods includ-
ing Long Island City, Ditmars 
and Woodside; and Communi-
ty Board 3, which represents 
Jackson Heights and parts of 
Corona and Elmhurst, cast 
votes in favor despite strong 
disagreement within their 
boards.  Nevertheless, they 
pointed out they voted with 
the majority of their boards. 

The Mandatory Inclusion-
ary amendment would man-
date that developers produce 
a certain amount of perma-
nent affordable housing when 
they build in an area zoned 
for inclusionary housing, 
whether rezoned through a 
city neighborhood plan or a 
private application. 

In the establishment of 
the inclusionary housing text 

amendment, only a few areas 
would initially be zoned as 
such in Queens, predomi-
nantly in a large area around 
Rufus King Park in Jamaica, 
but also on select city blocks 
in community districts 1 and 
2. 

While the inclusionary 
housing amendment seeks to 
diversify the economic back-
grounds of people living in an 
area, the quality and afford-
ability amendment is intend-
ed to create a greater amount 
of housing and care facilities 
available to seniors by allow-
ing some additional height 
in medium and high-density 
zones and lowering current 
parking requirements in that 
type of housing.

City Planning said zoning 
for quality and affordability 
would not affect contextual 
zoning regulations instituted 
locally, and would only affect 
parking requirements for se-
nior housing in low-density 
areas.

Still, civic and commu-
nity board leaders have been 
concerned that their work 
to downzone many neigh-
borhoods would be reversed 
and that the elimination of 
parking requirements would 
create greater congestion in 
transit-starved Queens.

“Although the goal to in-
crease affordable and senior 
housing units is admirable, 
the mayor’s 160-page pro-
posal would decimate many 
of the accomplishments our 
community has made over 
the years in contextual re-
zoning,” Auburndale Im-

An affordable senior housing cen-
ter on 137-47 45th Ave. in Flushing. 

Google Earth

The Queens Borough Board voted 12-2 against two major zoning text 
amendments at a meeting convened by Borough President Melinda 
Katz Monday. Photo by Tom Momberg

The Sunrise Cooperative says construction of its new South Bronx auto facility is moving along.  
Photo by Madina Toure

City zoning changes 
voted down by boro

Affordable housing plan draws fi re

Willets shops on move
Sunrise Coop auto facility in the South Bronx halfway done

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After a years-long battle 
to restore public funds to 
Queens Library, libraries 
across the borough will of-
ficially begin six-day service 
Saturday. 

In June, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, along with City Council 
leaders, announced that an 
additional $39 million from 
public funds would be allo-
cated to supplement library 
operational costs across the 
city.   .

Queens Library Interim 
President and CEO Bridget 
Quinn-Carey said the extra 
funding made it possible for 
the borough’s libraries to be 
open six days a week as well 
as help expand the services 
and programming that resi-
dents have come to rely on.

“I am very pleased to 
announce that six-day ser-

vice will begin Nov. 21. I’m 
excited to give our custom-
ers increased access to the 
library’s computers, books 
and wide range of programs,” 
Carey said. “We thank Mayor 
de Blasio, Speaker Mark-Viv-
erito and the New York City 
Council for investing in our 
city’s libraries.” 

This Saturday, each li-
brary will hold a special 
event to celebrate the six-day 
service. Library-goers will 
get a chance to participate in 
such activities as a children’s 
book reading with puppets, 
face-painting, balloon sculp-
ture and music concerts. In 
addition, several City Coun-
cil members will be present to 
meet and greet constituents 
at their respective libraries. 

“It will be easy to get my 
daughters’ homework and 
projects done,” said Marie 

BY BILL PARRY
 
Three days after the ISIS 

attack on Paris on Friday the 
13th, NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton warned that New 
York City “is the most likely 
target” for another terrorist 
strike. 

Bratton and Mayor de Bla-
sio, went to Randall’s Island 
and spoke to 110 volunteers 
officers of an elite new unit 
before their first deployment 
on the streets of the city with 
a clearly defined mission: 
Kill terrorists before they can 
slaughter hostages.

“The world is changing 
even as we stand here. The 
world changed dramatically 
over the weekend,” Bratton 
said. “These officers will 
be the officers that will be 
equipped to go towards the 
danger, the offense, to take on 

those that might be seeking to 
perpetuate armed attacks in 
the city.”

The commissioner said that 
ISIS is surpassing Al-Qaeda in 
areas of expertise such as the 
placing bombs on planes and 
multiple attacks in urban cen-
ters. The NYPD’s new Criti-
cal Response Command will 
focus on Times Square, sport-

ing events, tourist attractions, 
major events and other soft 
targets that might be vulner-
able to attack,

“It’s a new reality we’re fac-
ing here,” de Blasio said. “We 
have seen truly tragic events 
over the last few days - most 
notably in Paris, but we also 
have to recognize the attack 
on the airlines in Egypt; the 
attack in Beirut. They all have 
a common link in ISIS, and un-
derscore for us just how criti-
cal it is to have our own capac-
ity to deal with each and every 
situation.”

The Critical Response 
Command will be comprised 
of 560 specially trained coun-
terterrorism officers based on 
Randall’s Island where they 
will have immediate access to 
the RFK Bridge and marine 
units on the East River. The 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens Asian, Hispanic 
and Muslim leaders organized 
two candlelight vigils this 
week to pay homage to the 
victims of the Paris attacks 
and to display the diversity of 
the borough that has been a 
beacon for integrating people 
from around the world.

A vigil held Wednesday at 
Flushing Town hall to com-
memorate the victims of ter-
ror attacks in Paris, Kenya, 
Beirut and Egypt drew elected 
officials and community or-
ganizations from Flushing, 
Whitestone and other parts of 
northeast Queens. The event 
was hosted by state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
and the Korean American 
Association of Greater New 
York. 

“As the world becomes a 
more dangerous place, we 
must be stronger and show 
more empathy,” Kim said. “We 
gather today to remember the 
victims and send love to peo-
ple who have been impacted 
by the horrendous acts of vio-
lence.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing), Councilman-elect 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) spoke on 
the importance of tolerance 
and peace at a time when it is 
easy to become hateful. 

On Sunday at Diversity Pla-
za a candlelight vigil brought 

dozens of somber borough res-
idents to the bustling epicen-
ter of Jackson Heights, home 
to a multi-faceted population 
of many different races and 
religions.

State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
and state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) spoke about the 

violence that shattered  a Fri-
day evening in Paris and how 
important it was to support 
France.

“If only the world could 
take a look at what happens in 
Jackson Heights. Maybe this 
is the example for the world. 
When we see this tragedy, we 
stand right here with our Mus-
lim brothers and sisters to 
send a message that we won’t 
stand for this,” Moya said.

The event was organized 
by community activists, in-
cluding several Muslims, and 
elected officials soon after sui-
cide bombing attacks and hos-
tage killings at a concert hall 
in Paris, which left more than 
125 people dead and hundreds 
injured.

Filmmaker, community 
activist and Jackson Heights 
resident Will Sweeney said, “It 
is incredible that people have 
come together after something 
that tears people apart.”

“As a Muslim New Yorker, it 
is important to denounce what 
happened and there is no place 
for it,” Ali Najmi, Queens com-
munity activist and criminal 
defense attorney, said at the 

Jackson Heights vigil.
On Tuesday, Mayor de Bla-

sio emphasized the role Mus-
lims play in the city’s counter-
terrorism efforts.

“Muslim New Yorkers 
are a crucial ally in the fight 
against terrorism. ISIS does 
not discriminate and has 
killed members of many races 
and religion,” de Blasio said. 
“The Muslim community is as 
deeply concerned about terror-
ism as other communities are. 
NYPD investigates the crime, 
not a group of people. That will 
not change.”

Since January, five sus-
pected terrorists, in Jamaica 
and Flushing, have been ar-
rested after allegedly conspir-
ing to plot terror attacks in the 
city and trying to join ISIS, 
the terrorist group which has 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks in Paris. 

As a precautionary mea-
sure, the NYPD and its an-
ti-terrorism agencies have 
doubled up on security in 
crowded areas, tourist attrac-
tions, major transit hubs and 

A new NYPD counterterrorism unit 
listens to speeches from the may-
or and commissioner before hit-
ting the streets for the first time. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Three days after Islamist terrorists launched a deadly assault on Paris, 
Queens residents light candles to mourn the dead and wounded at 
Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Queens prays for Paris victims
Community residents, leaders condemn terrorist attacks that killed over 125 people

NYPD deploys elite new unit
to take on would-be terrorists

Borough library begins 
6-day service Saturday

Continued on Page  28

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page  48
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BY TOM MOMBERG

A group of homeowners and 
residents in southeast Queens 
have been rallying outside the 
offices of their elected officials 
this week, demanding they 
interfere with a landowner’s 
intent to place men’s transi-
tional homeless housing into 
six buildings on Hollis Avenue 
in Hollis.

The same group rallied 
outside the six eight-family 
apartment buildings in Au-
gust when it became clear the 
recently renovated units could 
become a private shelter.

They protested outside 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie’s (D-
St. Albans) office Monday and 
state Assemblywoman Barba-
ra Clark’s (D-Queens Village) 
office Wednesday, criticizing 
the lawmakers for not acting 
quickly enough to stop the 
shelters from coming in.

Ten of the 22 Department of 
Homeless Services buildings 
in the borough are located in 
Community Board 12, which 
covers Jamaica, Hollis, St. 
Albans and north Springfield 
Gardens, according to the city 
agency.

CB12 issued a moratorium 
in January prohibiting any 
more placement of transitional 
housing in the neighborhood 
by the city.

The disproportionate 
amount of housing for the 
homeless in their community 
is what most concerns the 
group of residents, who fear 
the shelters will bring down 
adjacent home values and po-
tentially bring in criminal 
activity.

Organizer Anthony Rivers 
has been circulating petitions 
demanding Comrie, Clark and 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans)  initiate audits 
on the properties and intro-
duce legislation requiring 
community input before sites 
like those are chosen whether 
they are private or public.

“That, and safety for our 
children is paramount, be-
cause on one side of those 
buildings is a day care center 
and on the far side of the prop-
erties is a playground adjoined 
to two schools,” Rivers said. 
“It’s asinine that you would 
put any kind of supportive 
housing at this location.”

The six buildings were 

leased out to a Manhattan-
based real-estate firm, the 
Bluestone Group, by property 
owner Rita Stark, the woman 
who allegedly conspired to 
help former Councilman Shel-
don Leffler obtain matching 
campaign finance funds in an 
illegal scheme that ended his 
political career. She is also one 
of the largest real-estate own-
ers in southeast Queens.

Neither Stark nor the Blue-

stone Group responded to re-
quests for comment.

The purpose of the refur-
bishment of the buildings has 
been kept quiet. Legislators 
said they have asked to meet 
with the developers but have 
so far been unable to. They said 
they have also demanded a De-
partment of Buildings audit 
on the property, the results of 
which have not been released. 
DHS said it has had nothing to 

do with the property.
Surprised by the protest 

outside his office Monday, 
Comrie said he and his col-
leagues in the City Council 
and the Assembly have been 
unable to introduce legislation 
to prevent these kinds of deals 
while they are out of session.

“This is not a one-shot deal 
or a one-protest deal. This is 
difficult,” Comrie said. “It is 
not going to be easy to do, but 
we need to do this coopera-
tively. We have time to draft 
serious legislation and would 
be more than happy to take 
the time to meet with you to 
make sure it fits with the com-
munity’s needs.”

Miller told the TimesLedg-
er back in August that he 
would do everything he could 
to stop the men’s shelter from 
opening on Hollis Avenue, 
where bunk beds were already 
installed in each room. So far, 
residents and legislators are at 
a standstill with the developer, 
who has let the properties re-
main vacant with no stated 
purpose, even though renova-
tion was completed by the end 
of the summer.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie is confronted as he walks to his St. Albans of-
fice, by Hollis residents demanding something be done about what is 
rumored to become a men's shelter on Hollis Avenue. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

Residents demand action on private shelter

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, NY • Queens Place, Elmhurst, NY • Lake Success, New Hyde Park, NY
Melville Mall, Melville, NY • Fordham Place, Bronx, NY • Essex Green, West Orange, NJ

For more information on locations including store hours and new arrivals, visit macysbackstage.com  
or follow Macy’s Backstage on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook & Pinterest. 

IT’S #SUNDAYFUNDAY 
AT MACY’S BACKSTAGE —  

OUR ALL-NEW DISCOUNT STORE THAT’S 
UNLIKE ANYTHING ELSE!

 SAVE 20-80%
THE BEST DEALS WON’T WAIT. STOP BY TODAY  

AND GET THE BEST BARGAINS FROM TOP BRANDS.

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY  
FOR EXCITING PRIZES & SURPRISES 

HAPPENING EVERY HOUR! 
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has nixed a 
controversial 3-year-old proposal to 
build a liquefied natural gas termi-
nal 19 miles off Jones Beach on Long 
Island amid fears that it could trigger 
an environmental disaster or become a 
target for terrorists.

The deepwater docking station 
known as Port Ambrose would have 
supplied the downstate region with 
cheaper natural gas brought in from 
the Caribbean by tankers.

Cuomo, in officially announcing 
his veto in Long Beach Nov. 12, listed 
a number of reasons why he opposed 
the site.

Cuomo said al-Qaeda has threat-
ened to target such facilities and Su-
perstorm Sandy was powerful enough 
to damage infrastructure built to sur-
vive major storms . Cuomo also said the 
fuel port would harm vital commercial 
squid and scallop fishing and conflict 
with a major wind farm proposed for 
the same waters.

“When you put all of those things 
together, the reward was not worth the 
risk,” he told about 200 cheering oppo-
nents of the project in Long Beach. 

Residents, public officials and ac-
tivists gave the governor a standing 
ovation. 

The plan has also been vociferously 
opposed by State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach).

“Gov. Cuomo’s decision to veto the 
Port Ambrose LNG proposal is a huge 
victory for the people of Rockaway and 
those who have fought against this 
project since day one,” Addabbo said. 
“The Port Ambrose project was not 

in line with the values that New York 
places on protecting our environment 
and would have put not only the envi-
ronment at risk, but the people who live 
on the Rockaway peninsula as well. As 
we move forward and continue to find 
new and innovative ways to harvest 
natural energy, we must not sacrifice 
the safety of our land and our residents 
in return.”

The project had been designed to 
save consumers $325 million per year, 
according to Roger Whelan, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Liberty Natural Gas, 
the company proposing the project.  
The company had also estimated that 
it would result in more than 600 jobs.

The U.S. Coast Guard’s final Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement did not 
find any major problems with the proj-
ect.

“Failure to provide additional natu-
ral gas to the target market, especially 
during peak periods, could result in 
price volatility and shortages,” the 
4,000-page impact statement said.

fWith two states affected, either 
Cuomo or New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie had the power under federal 
law to kill the proposal if they took ac-
tion by Dec. 21. 

In this undated graphic provided by Liberty Natural Gas, L.L.C., a tanker offloads liquefied 
natural gas into a proposed subsea pipeline. This would have been the mechanism used for 
the Port Ambrose site. Courtesy of Liberty Natural Gas

Cuomo vetoes Port Ambrose gas project
Governor cites enviornmental, terrorism concerns in decision to nix energy proposal

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2016. DON’T MISS OUT!
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82-68 164th Street
Jamaica, Queens
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AAFE Offi ce
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Jackson Heights, Queens
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Metropolitan Hospital Center

1901 1st Avenue
Manhattan
Room 1B35
December 4

9:00A.M. to 12:00P.M.
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BY BILL PARRY

A state lawmaker is call-
ing on the city Department 
of Transportation to bring 
its Vision Zero initiative to 
a chaotic stretch of Roosevelt 
Avenue in Jackson Heights. 

When state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
a group of traffic safety ad-
vocates gathered on a strip 
of concrete at the base of the 
90th Street subway station 
last Friday, they had to fight 
to be heard over the sound 
of blaring horns from cars 
trying to negotiate turns 
around double-parked trucks 
 off-loading cargo for nearby 
stores..

Young people weaved in 
and out of traffic on their 
bicycles and pedestrians 
dodged motorists making 
turns on to Case and Benham 
streets. Since 2013, two area 
residents have been fatally 
struck by vehicles, and an-
other 10 pedestrians injured 
along with two bicyclists, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

“These intersections cry 
for a complete redesign,” 
Peralta said. “Most of the ac-
cidents in this area are pre-
ventable, and with a new con-
figuration and more police 
enforcement, I am positive we 
can drastically reduce pedes-
trian injuries and fatalities.”

Peralta called for traf-
fic calming measures to be 
implemented specifically 
at Roosevelt Avenue inter-
sections with 90th Street, 
Elmhurst Avenue and Case 
Street where drivers make 
illegal left turns that cause 
some of the accidents. A DOT 
spokesman said signs where 
left turns are prohibited were 
upgraded over the summer 
and that its signals division 

is still reviewing the loca-
tion.

“There is a lot of foot traf-
fic in this particular area,” 
he said. “There are a few 
schools. We need to do every-
thing that is in our power to 
protect New Yorkers and re-
designing this area will go a 
long way towards achieving 
that goal.”

 .  Peralta stated that   the 
solution to improve road and 
street safety should include 
street lights, more traffic 
signs, public education cam-
paigns and better lighting, 
especially under the elevated 
tracks of the No. 7 subway 
line. 

“We all need to be part of 
the solution to improve road 
and street safety,” Peralta 
said.

A DOT spokesman said 
that signage had been up-
graded over the summer and 
that its Signals Division is 
still reviewing the location/

Longtime Jackson Heights 
resident Rocio Molina, who 
suffered an ankle injury 
when she was injured in a 
motor vehicle collision at the 
intersection of 90th Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue, said, 
“Clearly something must be 
done in this area. Some driv-
ers ignore street signs and 
they don’t yield to pedestri-
ans.”

Deputy Inspector Brian 
Hennessy, the commanding 
officer at the 115th Precinct, 
said he would increase educa-
tion on street safety. Cristina 
Furlong, a founding member 
of Make Queens Safer, said ed-
ucating the youth was an im-
portant aspect of Vision Zero.

“Within a half-mile of 
the intersection of 90th and 
Roosevelt there are over 5,000 
students at four schools,” she 
said. “Their safety as well 
as that of their caregivers is 
the No. 1 reason to improve 
the traffic environment on 
Roosevelt Avenue. Senator 
Peralta has championed the 
safety of school kids through 
persistence in getting cross-
ing guards and other safety 
measures in his district. En-
forcement, better lighting and 
traffic design are needed as 
well as education for cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY MADINA TOURE

Speaking before a capac-
ity crowd at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights for 2 1/2 hours last 
week, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
fielded questions about the 
Common Core opt-out move-
ment, class size, school over-
crowding and high suspension 
rates for minority students.

More than 200 residents, 
teachers and community lead-
ers listened as de Blasio rat-
tled off his administration’s 
educational achievements at 
the town-hall meeting Nov. 12, 
the second he has held since 
taking office in 2014. City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) spon-
sored the town hall and other 
elected officials attended. 

Although the town hall was 
scheduled to last two hours, 
de Blasio agreed to speak for 
an additional 30 minutes to 
address all the residents’ con-
cerns.

De Blasio said more than 
65,000 children across New 
York City are in full-day pre-
K, noting that there are 54 
children in full-day pre-K at 
PS 69.

“The top thing is education 
and I always said we could not 
change our schools without 
starting at the very beginning 
of our children’s education,” 
de Blasio said.

He also said that over the 
next five years, the city is in-
vesting nearly $3.5 billion to 
build new capacity to address 
school overcrowding.

A public school parent 
wondered if the mayor under-
stands the real reasons for the 
Common Core opt-out move-
ment.  

De Blasio said the city has 
moved away from high-stakes 
testing but cautioned that non-
participation in tests could 
translate into less federal 
funding. 

“We take that very seri-
ously and I think the more 
productive thing we can do to-
gether is to try to change the 
underlying policies,” he said. 

In response to a question 
about trailers being used as 
classrooms, de Blasio said the 
city has a $490 million initia-
tive over the next five years, 
with most of the funding fo-
cused on replacing trailers 
with permanent facilities. 

“We’re committed to, school 
by school, getting rid of the 

trailers but we’re not going to 
lie about the fact that it takes 
a while because there’s real 
physical challenges,” he said.

 
He also defended the city’s 

decision to keep school safety 
agents under the NYPD and 
stressed that suspensions are 
“down quite a bit,” noting that 
the city has balanced safety 
needs with not using disci-
pline unfairly. 

A former member of the 
Community Education Coun-
cil for District 24, which cov-
ers Jackson Heights, asked for 
better cooperation between 
the CECs and the city Depart-
ment of Education. He said the 
District 24 CEC had requested 
that the Pan American Hotel 
be used as a school but the 
DOE deemed the hotel suitable 
for homeless family shelters 
and expressed his opposition 
to mayoral control.

De Blasio praised the work 
of CECs and said mayoral con-
trol allowed him to guarantee 
a seat in after-school programs 

for all middle-school students. 
The administration wants 

to have all children reading at 
grade level by the third grade 
within the next 10 years and 
make computer science educa-
tion available to all children. 
He also said there will be 
free SAT tests for every high-
school junior and that every 
high school now has Advanced 
Placement courses.

Current educational issues 
stem from mistakes made in 
educational policy over the 
years, he said.

“We wanted our kids to go 
farther and farther, but we 
weren’t willing to train our 
teachers properly,” he said. 
“We weren’t willing to do 
early childhood education. 
We weren’t willing to do the 
investments to make sure that 
they were reading on grade 
level by third grade.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

State Sen. Jose Peralta wants Vision
Zero traffic calming measures
brought to a section of Roosevelt
Avenue in JacksonHeights. 

Photo courtesy Peralta's office

A protester refutes the claim that the town hall was open to the public. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Mayor talks education 
De Blasio touts universal pre-K at Jax Hghts town hall

Vision Zero is needed
on Roosevelt: Peralta

Mayor Bill de Blasio, City Councilman Danny Dromm and City Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña listen to attendees at a town hall at PS 69.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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POLICE 

Blotter

RICHMOND HILL —  After allegedly being assaulted by a group of men, the 
victim  was hit by a car in Richmond Hill Saturday, police said.  

A little before  5 a.m. a 23-year-old man  was walking on Liberty Avenue when 
he asked a group of men for a cigarette.  He persisted and the group of men alleg-
edly assaulted him, police said.

Police said the victim then stumbled onto the roadway and was hit by a black 
Toyota  traveling eastbound on Liberty Avenue. The driver, Emir Zulfiqar from 
Brooklyn, allegedly left the scene, according to police. He returned later and was 
placed under arrest, police said. 

Police said they were still looking for the group that assaulted the victim, 
who was in critical condition at Jamaica Hospital.

 

Assault victim struck by car: NYPD

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
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25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY
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NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE 
AMERICA will be opening early on 
BLACK FRIDAY - to help you get a  
jump start on our BLACK FRIDAY 
ADOPTION SPECIAL!

North Shore Animal  
League America  
has HUNDREDS  
of Mutt-i-grees®  
to choose from -  
Puppies, Kittens,  
Dogs and Cats!  
MIXED-BREEDS,  
PUREBREDS,  
SMALL BREEDS  
TOO!
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Police said they were looking for the men above for questioning in connection with an as-
sault which led to a traffic accident in Richmond Hill.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Man attacked at J train station: Cops

WOODHAVEN — A 34-year-old man was beaten 
outside the Woodhaven Avenue station of the J 
train in an attempted robbery Oct. 24, police said. 

The suspect was described as a Hispanic male 
between the ages of 20 and 25 years old 5-feet-7-
inches and weighing about 140 pounds, police 
said. Surveillance footage showed the suspect was 
wearing a black-hooded Nike sweatshirt with a 
white zipper, dark jeans and sneakers.

The suspect approached the victim, punched 
him in the face several times and knocked him 
to the ground, attempting to steal his cell phone 
and wallet, then fleeing on foot, according to the 
NYPD. The suspect was not successful in taking 
the victim’s belongings, police said.

The victim had a laceration to his right eye 
and a swollen lip, but was not hospitalized from 
the incident, police said.

 

Police released this image of a 
man suspected in an attempt-
ed robbery at the Woodhaven 
Boulevard J train station.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

Firefighter rescues baby from Corona blaze
CORONA—An FDNY lieutenant raced 
into a burning home and rescued a 
newborn baby in Corona Tuesday 
night. The blaze broke out around 9:30 
p.m. in a two-story residence on 34th 
Avenue near 106th Street, according to 
the FDNY.

Lt. Adam Vilagos, the nephew of 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro, ar-
rived at the scene and heard the baby 
screaming in the attic. The 18-year 
FDNY veteran ran into the building 

and up the stairs to the smoke-filled 
attic bedroom where he bumped into a 
crib and found the 3-week-old boy, the 
FDNY said.

The infant was rushed to New York-
Presbyterian Hospital, where he was 
in stable condition recovering from 
smoke inhalation.

Commissioner Nigro said he was 
proud of his nephew. The cause of the 
fire was under investigation.
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At a candlelight vigil in Jackson Heights two days 
after the Paris terrorist attacks, a Queens lawmaker 
said the diverse neighborhood is a prime example of 
tolerance for the rest of the world.

Muslim clergy, elected officials and community 
activists of many stripes gathered at the appropri-
ately named Diversity Plaza to mourn the dead and 
wounded in the ISIS assault on the French capital.

Queens wept for Paris.
The massacre of innocent people sent a shudder 

through the borough, which lost several hundred po-
lice officers, firefighters and other residents in the 
destruction of the World Trade Center on Sept. 11.

The old fears about whether the city was the next 
terrorist target were uncorked. And when the attack-
ers in Paris were identified as ISIS radicals, the bor-
ough’s Muslim community was on edge once again.

“They hijacked my religion,” an angry Local 100 
union leader who is Muslim said at the Diversity Pla-
za observance. “A terrorist is a terrorist.  We have to 
stand together.”

After the Paris carnage, Muslims across the globe 
took to social media to condemn the ISIS perpetra-
tors while many governors vowed to bar Syrian refu-
gees from their states. Other quarters sounded like a 
cheering squad for Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump, who says all 11 million illegal immi-
grants in the United States should be sent home.

The immigrant neighborhoods in Queens—well 
beyond the Muslim community—could be collateral 
damage if Trump’s solution gets widespread traction.

President Obama’s executive order to give a tem-
porary reprieve to 5 million undocumented immi-
grants by providing work permits already is stalled 
and could be blocked by the courts amid the outcry 
over the Paris onslaught. 

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli recently 
released a study that found immigrants contribute 
about 31 percent of New York’s gross city product.  
They also represent about 44 percent of the city’s 
workforce. And with immigrants accounting for 
nearly half of Queens’ population of 2.3 million, a 
move to deport the undocumented would be folly, im-
practical and a blow to the borough’s economic clout.

Jackson Heights—site of the vigil—Corona, 
Elmhurst and Flushing have the city’s highest con-
centration of immigrants and the strongest econom-
ic growth, DiNapoli said.

“If only the world could take a look at what happens 
in Jackson Heights,” state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya told the vigil. “When we see this tragedy, we 
stand right here with our Muslim brothers and sisters 
to send a message that we won’t stand for this.”

STANDING TOGETHER

A battle that needs to be won
The attacks on Paris were 

a declaration of war not only 
against the West but against all 
nations that are deemed not a 
supplicant to ISIS. Many have 
speculated how the nations of the 
world would react to an alien in-
vasion. ISIS is the alien among us 
that has struck.

NATO with the aid of others—
Russia and China—could easily 
retake Raqqa, Mosul and Fallu-
jah. Citizens comprehending 
the imminent threat would sup-
port destroying the strongholds 
of ISIS. Seeking out and killing 
not only the leaders of ISIS, but 
terminating any member of the 

group as well, is now mandated.
Immediately all nations 

should declare that any citi-
zens who went to fight with ISIS 
have their passports declared 
null and void. They should be 
stripped of their citizenship, 
deemed an armed danger and 
treated accordingly. It is also in-
evitable that the attacks end mi-
gration to the West by refugees 
and asylum seekers. Rather than 
running from the ISIS threat it 
is time for these people to fight 
their enemy.

The problem with putting 
boots on the ground to achieve 
destruction of the ISIS strong-

holds is the stumbling block. As 
learned from Afghanistan and 
Iraq, winning a battle is easy for 
the West but unless it is willing to 
hold the ground for an indefinite 
time, the war could never be won. 
Whether there is the courage by 
leaders to confront this fact and 
to state it clearly to voters is truly 
why the future of this fight re-
mains in question.

 
Ed Horn

Community Relations
St. Michael’s Cemetery

East Elmhurst

On the steps of Flushing Town Hall, Assemblyman Ron Kim (c) leads a late-afternoon vigil for the victims of recent 
terror attacks overseas. The candlelighting ceremony included a number of community and elected officials, 
 including Min Sun Kim, president of the Korean American Association (l), Asssemblywoman Toby Stavisky (r), and 
Councilman-elect Barry Grodenchik (top right).  Photo by Michael Shain 

HONORING FRANCE’S FALLEN



TIMESLEDGER, NOV. 20–26, 2015 13  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

READERS WRITE

The November election 
this year in the City of New 
York resulted in an extremely 
low turnout of registered vot-
ers. One figure that I heard 
for turnout was 5 percent. 
Granted, there were few races 
of note this year. 

Here in Queens, we were 
electing a district attorney and 
various judges plus a smatter-
ing of special contests, depend-
ing in what area of the borough 
you resided. The district attor-
ney had no opposition. In fact, 
incumbent Richard Brown 
had three-party endorsement. 
Several of the judges also had 
multi party backing, so the 
contests did not excite public 
interest and the results were 
not surprising. Also, there 

were no propositions or other 
initiatives on the ballot this 
year.

This election cost the resi-
dents of the city somewhere 
in the neighborhood of $10 
million to conduct.  A similar 
situation happened in 2011. 
Every four years we have this 
general election year that is 
not the presidential election 
year nor the gubernatorial 
election year nor the mayoral 
election year. It is the general 
election year that sparks little 
notice. Wouldn’t it make sense 
to readjust the length of the 
terms of the offices up in such 
a year so that the terms would 
expire to coincide with one of 
the other three general elec-
tion years? Ballot proposals 

could be limited for public con-
sideration in those other three 
general election years as well. 
Then we could just not have 
any general election in that 
fourth election cycle.

Think of what could be 
done with the money saved 
by canceling such an off year 
election. There would be more 
money for children’s after-
school programs, more money 
to help our senior citizens and 
our veterans, more money for 
our non-profits who serve the 
public. The list goes on and 
on.

When I went to vote this 
year, the poll workers were 
just sitting waiting for voters 
to show up. Interpreters and 
other election personnel were 

idle. What a waste of resourc-
es!

Our election process is 
antiquated and costly as it is. 
Those election devices that we 
now use in our city cost mil-
lions of dollars to purchase. 
And we are still basically us-
ing paper ballots. The lever 
machines that we used to em-
ploy are stored somewhere 
collecting dust and that costs 
money too. The total cost of 
poll workers, interpreters 
and other election personnel 
is very high.  Voter turnout 
in the last few years has been 
low. What can be done? 

It is time that we join the 21st 
century and use techniques 
that encourage voter partici-
pation and reduce costs. Mail-

in voting, online voting and 
universal registration in place 
of the current process would 
increase participation and 
save money. People who do not 
want to participate could elect 
out. And the window of oppor-
tunity to select your elected 
leaders would be broadened 
so that people would no longer 
have an excuse for not voting. 
Some states are using these 
techniques successfully and 
do not seem to have a problem 
with voter fraud. Isn’t it time 
for New York and other states 
to employ new strategies to 
encourage voting and lower 
costs?

Henry Euler
Bayside

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

To bring in voters, update the process

Protect the vulnerable
In 2016, for only the third 

time in 40 years, Social Secu-
rity recipients and veterans 
will receive no Cost of Living 
Adjustment. By some miracle 
of accounting, our govern-
ment claims there is no in-
flation. They certainly don’t 
consider how most seniors 
actually spend their money. 
The costs of all necessities 
are skyrocketing and they are 
increasingly unaffordable. 
Such things as food, health 
care, drugs, utilities and rent 
aren’t included when infla-
tion is calculated. 

While the cost of gas has 
gone down, seniors don’t 
save much as they don’t drive 
much, and they’ve gotten al-
most no interest on their sav-
ings for many years. The ma-
jority of seniors receive most 
or all of their income from 
Social Security, and they de-
pend on small increases to 
keep up with rising prices.

To remedy this injustice, 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren has 
introduced a bill called the 
Seniors & Veterans Emer-
gency Benefits Act. The bill 

would provide a one-time 3.9 
percent payment to Social 
Security recipients and vet-
erans in 2016. To pay for this, 
Sen. Warren proposes the clo-
sure of a tax loophole that al-
lows corporations to write off 
obscenely high executive bo-
nuses as a business expense. 
(Corporations can also write 
off, as a cost of doing busi-
ness, the enormous fines they 
receive for fradulent practic-
es and wrongdoing.)

New York’s senators, 
Charles Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, support this bill. 
To support it, you can sign an 
online petition at Elizabeth-
Warren.com, Moveon.org or 
Credoaction.com. Several 
hundred thousand people 
have signed the Moveon peti-
tion. We always seem to have 
money to wage wars, and can 
give big tax breaks to profit-
able businesses, but we don’t 
protect our most vulnerable 
citizens.

Linda Imhauser
Whitestone

Before the police academy 
in College Point opened up, 
the city had an agreement 
that residential parking 
would not be affected. I live 
on 128th Street between 23rd 
and 25th avenues. And there 
were several occasions when 
NYPD cadets would park on 
the very block I live on and 
would hop into their fellow 
cadets cars to be driven down 

to the Police Academy.
When I spoke to the ser-

geant of operations at the new 
police academy, he admitted, 
or let’s say he was very frank, 
that the city had plans for more 
parking areas, but they don’t 
have the funds to build them. I 
would now say that this agree-
ment that the community had 
with the city was a lie.

So now, this agreement 

that the community had with 
the city was not to affect park-
ing three-quarters to half a 
mile away, I would like an ex-
planation for why we who live 
that distance from the police 
academy have to be affected by 
their parking problem.

Richard Erdey
College Point

A bad deal for College Point 

According to reports, there 
have been 104 pedestrian 
deaths this year as of last week, 
and there will likely be more 
before the end of the year. May-
or Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero 
initiative has cut down on some 
of the deaths and injuries. This 
has been accomplished with 
lower speed limits and speed 
cameras. But in my opinion, 
one death is too many. As re-
ported, more needs to be done. 
Pedestrians need to be better 

educated about the do’s and 
don’ts, when and where to cross 
the street. I also believe more 
summonses need to be issued 
to pedestrians who jaywalk. 
Let me also point out that 13 
pedestrians were killed in the 
last two weeks. I also believe 
drivers must realize as well 
that they need to be mindful of 
pedestrians in the walkway.

I live in Glen Oaks Vil-
lage, and a few years ago a 
neighbor of mine was walk-

ing across the street with his 
dog and both were killed by a 
driver who was trying to make 
a green light before it turned 
red, I was told. He was 86 years 
old. So blame is a two-way 
street and pedestrians and 
drivers need to obey the rules 
of the road or more people will 
surely die and that is most sad 
indeed.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Obey the rules of the road
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

I
n November 1961, the Cold 
War was only an itchy trig-
ger finger away from turn-
ing hot and national se-

curity was the most pressing 
issue on the minds of many in 
Queens. Making a stop at Fort 
Totten in Bayside that month, 
Lt. General Robert Wood an-
nounced that New York City 
was defenseless against Soviet 
nuclear missiles. The com-
manding officer of the Air 
Defense Command noted that 
they could handle bombers ap-
proaching our nation’s popula-

tion centers, but Nike missile 
batteries surrounding the city 
would have a much harder 
time with fast, elusive nuclear-
tipped missiles.

Back then, nuclear annihi-
lation was a nightmare never 
too far from the minds of New 
Yorkers, but locals in Queens 
went about their lives undaunt-
ed. As a crisp, autumn chill 
drove folks indoors, movies 
provided a welcome diversion 
for many, and November 1961 
was a month of classic film. 
RKO Keith’s Theater in Flush-
ing drew patrons with “The 
Hustler,” a drama about a small 
time pool hustler starring 
Paul Newman, Jackie Gleason 
and George C. Scott that won 
two Academy Awards. Over 

in Jackson Heights, the Polk 
Theater screened “A Raisin in 
the Sun.” The drama starring 
Sidney Poitier and Louis Gos-
sett, Jr. portrays an African-
American family struggling to 
find meaning and identity in 
Chicago before the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. 

New York police officer 
Saverio Saridis was ready for 
the big time that month. The 
Singing Cop from Sunnyside 
and his family boarded a plane 
to California, where lucrative 
singing and recording con-
tracts awaited the stocky tenor 
with the rich, operatic voice. 
The former patrolman went on 
to showcase his talents on the 
Merv Griffin and Ed Sullivan 
shows. He is best known for 
his 1962 rendition of the Ray 
Noble hit “Love is the Sweet-
est Thing.”

Gemma LaGuardia Gluck 
overcame fights and trials in 
her 80 years that would have 
broken less determined souls. 

Born in New York City, the old-
er sister of the beloved former 
mayor chose to remain in Italy 
after a childhood partly spent 
on an Army base in the wilds 
of the Dakota Territory. 

Speaking to a reporter 
from her living room in the 
Queensbridge Houses, built 
during the LaGuardia Admin-
istration, she recounted her 
marriage to a Jewish husband 
and her deportation to Nazi 
concentration camps during 
the war. Her husband perished 
in the brutal conditions, but 
the LaGuardia name made the 
Queens resident valuable as a 
political hostage for the Nazis. 

She was freed in 1945 and im-
migrated to New York.

Her famous brother passed 
away shortly after her return, 
and the Holocaust survivor 
was left to rebuild her life in 
the city of her birth. “Again I 
was left alone with my daugh-
ter and her little son,” she re-
flected, “but at least we were 
in the land of opportunity, the 
land of the free. There was 
hope here.”

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

R
emember that old ex-
pression “Finders keep-
ers, losers weepers?” 
Does it even exist any-

more?
Last week I lost my phone 

on the Q58 bus, but before I 
even realized it was missing, I 
sat down at my computer and 
found e-mails from my family: 
“Call a lady named Grace. She 
has your phone.”

She did indeed. 
She’d found it on the seat 

next to her, taken it with her to 
work, and reached the “favor-
ites” on my contact list. Soon 
I was in a Mexicana Car Ser-
vice car heading to her at her 
workplace in Maspeth: United 
Basket. This turned out to be 
a cool 100-year-old factory 
filled with every possible bas-

ket (big surprise) and an even 
cooler young woman, Grace 
Chen, who cheerfully handed 
over the Android, adamantly 
refused a reward and hurried 
back to her job.

A couple of months ago 
someone stole my wallet on the 
subway and another wonder-
ful young woman—a waitress 
in a Colombian restaurant—
found it on the street, bereft of 
cash but otherwise intact, She 
contacted me and also refused 
a reward. 

Could it be that this is the 
way of the world — or at least 
New York? Finders aren’t 
keepers? I started asking 
around.

“I got a message that said, ‘I 
found your phone. Please call 
me,’ ” recalls Natalie Yates, 
co-founder of the digital agen-
cy Blue Iceberg Interactive. “I 
did. It was a taxi driver—in 
Westchester. He’d just gotten 
off his shift, found the phone, 
and he said that once his wife 
got home, she could take care 
of the kids and he could drive 
back into Manhattan with his 
truck to bring me my phone.”

Drive it in? After his shift? 
“I can survive without my 

phone for a night!” Natalie 
told him. To which he replied 
with a laugh, “A lot of people 
can’t.” 

Instead, they arranged for 
him to drop it off the next day, 
whereupon he told Natalie 
that he always returns things, 
including, one time $10,000 
that had been left in his cab. 
For that good deed, he got a $20 
tip.

Natalie gave him $30.
For her return efforts, per-

former Laurie Gamache got 
some lovely wine. 

“I used to live in a little 
basement studio on West 96th 
Street,” said Laurie, who now 
teaches theater arts at the 
School of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, as well as running the 
Theatre West 97th program at 
the Franciscan Community 
Center on the Upper West Side. 
“I was getting ready to go on 
the road with ‘A Chorus Line’ 
and so I was cleaning out the 
place.” In a crack in the plas-
ter of her fireplace, she found 
a class ring.

The year on the ring was 
1980-something, and this was 
still in the ’80s. There was a 
name engraved, too. Laurie 
put it in a box in her desk draw-
er, intending to try to find the 
owner. But then it slipped her 
mind. For decades.

“By the time I got back—
years later—I forgot all about 
it,” she explained. But when 
she was preparing for a move, 
she cleaned out her desk and 
opened a little box she found. 
Oh yes! The ring! How to find 
its owner? 

Well, in the intervening 
years a device had been in-
vented to do just that: the In-
ternet. So instead of thumbing 
through phone books, Laurie 
instantly found the owner on 
line—an upstate judge—and 
sent it back to her. The judge’s 
husband runs a winery, so 
the exchange concluded with 
a drinkable reward, nicely 
aged. 

Just like the ring. 
Dana Rubin, the chief ex-

ecutive officer at Rubin&Co, 
an executive communications 
and content creation company, 

came home one day to a ran-
sacked apartment. 

What pained her most was 
the loss of a bag of jewelry, 
including sentimental pieces 
given to her by her parents.

“I was devastated,” she re-
calls.

About a year later, she 
called an organization to come 
pick up some furniture she 
was donating. As the workers 
lifted up her mattress, there 
was the jewelry bag. She had 
put it there for safekeeping — 
which, apparently, worked. 

“I’d been sleeping on it all 
year,” she said.

In a world of good people 
and eureka moments, there 
seems to be only one sure-fire 
way to find a lost and precious 
item, at least according to my 
sister-in-law: Go online and 
shop for a replacement. Press 
“Purchase.” Look up.

There it is. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and the author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.
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Building a life in the shadow of the Holocaust

Losers don’t always wind up as weepers
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Gemma LaGuardia Gluck, Fiorello 
LaGuardia’s older sister, overcame fi ghts 

and trials in her 80 years that would 
have broke less determined souls.
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C
ivic associations and 
other community 
groups in New York 
City have worked for de-

cades to maintain the quality 
of life in their communities. 
They have worked with local 
community boards to either 
maintain low-density zon-
ing or prevent builders from 
changing zoning, which would 
permit high-density building 
in local communities. This is 
especially true in the historic 
districts of Manhattan and the 
one- and two-family areas of 
Queens and Brooklyn.

Now the city has proposed 
two zoning changes which are 
scaring community groups 
all over the city. These plans 

are proposed by the mayor 
as a way to create more low-
cost housing for the homeless. 
They are well meaning, but 
poorly thought-out proposals 
by the city.

The two proposals are 
called the Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing and Zoning 
for Quality and Affordability 
text plans. They are dozens of 
pages long and very complicat-
ed. The first proposal would 
require the city or private de-
velopers to include permanent 
affordable housing in any new 
or expanded housing project 
of more than 10 units. The 
second proposal would allow 
height and density increases 
to expand affordable senior 
housing and senior care facili-
ties. 

Opposition is almost unan-
imous because of the pro-
posed zoning rules changes. 
Too many groups in too many 
boroughs have worked for too 
many years to tighten zoning 
rules to maintain the quality 

of life in their communities to 
let builders come in to build 
upward and outward. It is 
interesting that much of the 
current large-scale building 
in Queens is at the edge of the 
borough along the waterfront 
where there is no one cur-
rently living. I wonder what 
people will think in a few 
years when the waterfront is 
blocked by massive walls of 
buildings.

One big part of the propos-
als which has caused the com-
munity boards to vote against 
them is that builders would not 
have to provide as many park-
ing spaces as in the current 
rules. The claim against hav-
ing parking spaces is that se-
nior citizens don’t drive. Crit-
ics of the new proposals say 
that senior citizens do drive 
and also need spaces for visi-
tors. Considering the lack of 
street parking in many parts 
of the city, many people are 
criticizing this part of the pro-
posal and thus voting against 

it. As it is now, many cars are 
double parked in many west-
ern Queens neighborhoods at 
night due to the current lack 
of street parking spaces. 

Things will get worse be-
cause there are several dozen 
hotels currently being built 
in Queens. Where will people 
in these hotels park? These 
hotels can be built according 
to current zoning rules. Sev-
eral civic leaders are fearful 
that if these zoning changes 
take place, then builders will 
figure ways to build higher 
and wider. The new proposals 
permit builders to build on ar-
eas which would be side- and 
backyard lawns, thus remov-
ing more open space and green 
areas and sunlight and air. 
Some people fear that these 
hotels could be sold as afford-
able housing.

Then there is the problem 
of builders and developers 
just building what they want. 
Currently some builders try 
to maximize profits by cheat-

ing and building things they 
should not be building. Archi-
tects are permitted to “self-
certify” meaning they sign 
their own permit saying they 
did everything correctly. Can 
you imagine this? At the last 
meeting of the Queens Civic 
Congress this issue was dis-
cussed and it was said that 
many architects are agreeable 
to having this rule removed 
due to the “bad apples” who 
are giving them a bad name.

Civic associations and his-
toric organizations in Queens 
and Manhattan are fearful 
that if these new zoning pro-
posals are enacted, this will 
open a flood gate to developers 
who will push to have all the 
zoning protections enacted 
over the decades removed or 
weakened and thus destroy 
the quality of life built up in 
our city.

(To be continued)
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W
ords can hardly do 
justice to the unimag-
inable horror visited 
on Paris by terrorist 

elements last Friday evening. 
While it was certainly not the 
first time Islamic fundamen-
talists have struck a European 
capital, the ferocity of the at-
tacks and massacre of young 
people at the Bataclan concert 
hall sent shockwaves far be-
yond France’s borders.  

Though it would appear 
that the majority of the attack-
ers were disaffected French 
and Belgian citizens, still un-
confirmed reports indicate the 
possibility that at least one of 
the alleged attackers arrived 
in Paris by way of the Bal-
kan and Greek refugee route 
from the Syrian war zone. In 
a year marked by debates over 

the worst refugee crisis since 
World War II, this appears to 
be the biggest test of Europe’s 
resolve, whether they would 
be willing to accept and reset-
tle refugees, despite concerns 
that members of ISIS would ex-
ploit this generosity to breach 
the border and join terrorist 
cells.

Europe will surely have 
difficult decisions to make in 
the coming weeks. Though the 
Syrian weather will slow the 
stream of refugees, the crisis 
shows no signs of abating. Any 
retaliatory action France or 
its allies can take will inevita-
bly lead to more Syrians flee-
ing their homes.

The United States has re-
settled 1.8 million refugees 
since 1980 and has historically 
opened the door to succes-
sive waves of people fleeing 
Nazi Germany, communism 
and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. After the fall of South 
Vietnam, Western nations 
settled over a half-million 
refugees from Indochina. The 
United States alone resettled 
320,000 Vietnamese refugees 

in just one year.
The embrace of refugees 

fleeing persecution is an 
American value and the very 
reason for the founding, settle-
ment and growth of New York 
City. Up until today, it had ar-
guably never been a partisan 
issue, but as of this week, a 
number of states announced 
that they would refuse to co-
operate with the federal gov-
ernment’s efforts to resettle 
refugees, citing concerns over 
security. While they lack the 
legal basis to bar resettlement, 
they may take efforts to com-
plicate the lives of the families 
sent there. 

Yet, refugees face some of 
the highest scrutiny when 
coming to the United States. 
All refugees must register 
with the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees. The 
agency then refers refugees to 
the United States, which then 
subjects the refugees to vet-
ting by Homeland Security, 
the FBI and other agencies. 
With 50,000 to 70,000 refugees 
settled each year since 2000, 
coming to the United States as 

a refugee is comparatively dif-
ficult, or as David Miliband, 
head of the International Res-
cue Committee notes, “the 
most difficult, short of swim-
ming the Atlantic.”

The Obama administra-
tion has pledged to accept just 
10,000 refugees from Syria. 
This pales in comparison to 
the million that Germany 
plans to absorb this year and 
the estimated three million 
that Syria’s neighbors—Leb-
anon, Jordan and Turkey—
have also absorbed.

The conflict in Syria is 
grave, with every faction ac-
cused of atrocities against 

civilians, including chemical 
weapons and deliberate tar-
geting of civilian areas. The 
resettlement of refugees is a 
proud American tradition and 
a wildly successful one at that. 
We have never received assur-
ances that the immigrants and 
refugees we allowed in were 
not anarchists, radicals, com-
munists, but time and again, 
the perceived threats posed by 
immigrants and refugees have 
failed to materialize.

The rejection and hatred of 
refugees is precisely the moti-
vation of the men who attacked 
Paris. Europe’s generosity has 
stood in stark contrast to the 
brutal ways ISIS has oppressed 
and brutalized Muslims and 
Christian minorities. ISIS has 
made no secret of its long-term 
goal to provoke the West into 
conflict and they know that 
striking Western targets and 
compelling the West to turn 
against Muslims will solidify 
its goal in creating a state. We 
should endeavor to protect the 
victims of ISIS. Anything less 
than that is contrary to Amer-
ican ideals.

COLUMNS

Proposed zoning changes are bad for Queens

America shouldn’t turn its back on refugees

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

New Voices

The resettlement 
of refugees is a 
proud American 
tradition and a 

wildly successful 
one at that.
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio arrived 
on 116th Street in Rockaway 
Park  Nov. 12 nearly a half-
hour early for the 14th annual 
memorial for the victims of 
the American Airlines Flight 
587 crash. Last year the mayor 
received heavy criticism for 
arriving late and missing the 
tolling of the bell that marks 
the exact time of the flight’s 
impact at 9:16 a.m.

De Blasio spent nearly 20 
minutes with family members 
of the victims before speaking 
to the nearly 200 people gath-
ered at the memorial site at the 
boardwalk. 

“It has been 14 years—and 
as I heard from so many peo-
ple here today, 14 years but the 
pain is still so strong,” de Bla-
sio said. “There is always the 
hope that time provides a little 
healing, but at the same time 
the grief is sharp and remains 
intense. On that terrible day 
14 years ago, we lost moth-
ers, fathers, brothers, sisters, 

friends, neighbors—the trag-
edy touched us all. But it was 
particularly painful for our 
Dominican community.”

Flight 587 had just departed 
from Kennedy International 
Airport and was heading to 
the Dominican Republic when 
it crashed off Belle Harbor 
on Nov. 12, 2001, killing all 
251 passengers and nine crew 
members as well as five people 
on the ground. Investigators 
concluded that the plane’s 
tail broke because the pilots 
overused the rudder in turbu-
lence caused by another plane. 
Flight 587 was the second 
deadliest U.S. airline crash 
after the 1979 American Air-
lines Flight 191 crash in Des 
Plaines, Ill.

“Those who are lost, they 
will really never vanish,” de 
Blasio said. “You can see today 
their memories are strong and 
they’re being kept alive. And 
the enduring grace of memory 
sustains them, and their lega-
cies continue - and in that way, 
their lives continue.”

Family members clutched 
pictures of loved ones lost as 
they placed flowers in the me-
morial cutouts. The crash hap-
pened two months after the 
Sept. 11 attacks at the World 
Trade Center, triggering fears 
that a terrorist attack had 
brought down the plane.

“The Nov. 12, 2001 Flight 
587 tragedy marked another 
significant emotional setback 
for Rockaway,” state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said. “Merely a month 
earlier, many families on the 
peninsula suffered a direct 
personal loss following the 
terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Center. Since it was dur-
ing the days of my City Coun-
cil tenure representing the 
area where Flight 587 crashed, 
I remember witnessing the 
physical and mental stress 
being experienced by my con-
stituents over the course of 
those weeks. My prayers con-
tinue to be with my Rockaway 
constituents and the fami-
lies affected by Flight 587.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio places a flower in the Flight 587 Memorial on the 14th 
anniversary of the crash in Rockaway. Courtesy of Mayor's Office/Ed Reed

Rockaway remembers Flight 587 crash victims
Mayor de Blasio arrives early to meet with families and friends of those lost 14 years ago

“No parent should ever have to bury their child. But on October 14, 2014, our son Greg, 
only 35, lost his battle with cancer. Courageous throughout his entire life, with a love 
for adventure and travel, it was heartbreaking to see him suffer. But thanks to you and 
your expert staff, you relieved Greg’s physical pain, and the emotional pain of our entire 
family, as well. For Greg’s final week, our family alternated our overnight stays, so we 
would always be with him. In fact, his hospital room became a sacred place for us, filled 
with peace and serenity. Your combination of professional expertise and compassion was 
remarkable. We have never seen such genuine care and concern. Believe us, we know. 
I’m a physical therapist, and my wife is a registered nurse. Greg lived out his final days 
with dignity and peace, in a place like no other. Thank you Calvary Hospital.”

Sincerely,
Michael & Rosemary Salamone

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“During his last days, only Calvary Hospital 
was able to relieve our son Greg’s cancer pain 

with peace and dignity.”
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BY MADINA TOURE

Legendary DJ, VJ 
and music-video director 
“Uncle” Ralph McDan-
iels has been appointed 
the Queens Library’s 
first hip-hop coordina-
tor as part of an attempt 
by the library to build 
stronger relationships 
with the hip-hop commu-
nity in light of Hip Hop 
History Month.. 

McDaniels will be 
working to preserve hip-
hop history and create 
archival library collec-
tions as well as coordi-
nating related programs 
and events of cultural in-
terest to the borough, the 
library announced. That 
work will be conducted 
with an eye toward at-
tracting young people to 
the library.

The library kicked off 
its initiative to preserve 
and celebrate the bor-
ough’s hip-hop heritage 
last year.

A Brooklyn native 
who grew up in Hol-
lis, McDaniels gradu-
ated from Bayside High 
School and studied film 
and television produc-
tion at the New York In-
stitute of Technology. 

He is known for intro-
ducing hip-hop to video, 
having founded the tele-
vision program “Video 
Music Box with Lionel 
Martin” in 1983. 

The most success-
ful hip-hop artists came 
from Queens and the 
genre grew out of the 
borough’s jazz legacy, 
McDaniels said. 

“The elements of 

hip-hop include  MC’ing, 
DJ’ing, writing/aerosol 
art, b-boying (dance) 
and knowledge,” he said. 
“Queens Library can 
help move that forward 
locally, nationally and 
internationally.”

Queens Library In-
terim President and CEO 
Bridget Quinn-Carey 
said hip-hop is a key part 
of Queens’ musical and 
cultural heritage and 
that music is a “living, 
breathing way” to con-
nect with the community 
and attract new library 
users. 

“There’s no one better 
to work with us on build-
ing library programs 
and collections based on 
hip-hop than Ralph Mc-
Daniels,” Quinn-Carey 
said. “He is a media pio-
neer and was an eyewit-
ness to its birth.”

The announcement 
comes on the heels of 
a week of special pro-
grams at the library that 
celebrated the culture, 
history and impact of 
hip-hop.

Keith Perrin, the co-
founder of FUBU, a cloth-
ing and hip-hop com-
pany, discussed how the 
company became suc-
cessful at an event called 
“The History of FUBU 
with Keith Perrin” Nov. 
16 at the Queens Library 
at South Hollis, and in 
the Nov. 19 discussion 
“Hip-Hop Behind the 
Lens with Ken Harris,” 
Harris, discussed pho-
tographs from his col-
lection at the Queens 
Library at Rochdale Vil-
lage. 

Famed hip-hop VJ 
joins boro library 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Worries over growing 
homelessness and crime have 
led to a dramatic loss of sup-
port for Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
especially among whites, a 
new poll found.

As the mayor nears the 
midpoint of his term, just 28 
percent of white New York-
ers approve of the Democratic 
mayor’s job performance and 
59 percent now disapprove, ac-
cording to a New York Times/
Siena Research poll.

Overall, 52 percent of New 
Yorkers say the city is on the 
wrong track, including 62 per-
cent of whites and 51 percent of 
Hispanics. Black residents are 
evenly split.

In early 2014, not long after 
his term began, 38 percent of 
whites approved of de Blasio’s 
performance and 45 percent 
disapproved.

In recent weeks, de Blasio 
has dealt with the killing of 
an NYPD officer as well as an 
increasingly visible homeless-
ness problem.

The poll showed significant 
concern about homelessness, 

with 62 percent saying they 
disapproved of how de Blasio 
was handling the issue.

One-third of city residents 
say keeping New York safe 
from crime is the issue they 
most want de Blasio to concen-
trate on, far ahead of improv-
ing public education, which 
finished second with 20 per-
cent. 

According to the NYPD, to-
tal crime in the city is down al-
most 3 percent from last year, 
but murders, rape and robbery 
have all increased. 

More New Yorkers also 
think de Blasio is too focused 
on issues outside the five bor-
oughs.

Some 40 percent say he is 
“too involved” in issues that 
don’t pertain to New York, 
compared to 26 percent who 
felt that way in December last 
year.

De Blasio and his liberal 
advocacy group, Progressive 
Agenda Committee, aban-
doned their plans to hold a fo-
rum in Iowa earlier this month 
focused on income inequality.

“We expected problems 
from de Blasio, but we’ve got-

ten more than we thought,” 
said Robert Holden, president 
of the Juniper Valley Civic 

Association and a member of 
Community Board 5, which 
covers the Ridgewood area. 

“He hasn’t held a single town 
meeting in central Queens. It’s 
getting to a point where people 
are just counting the days un-
til gets out.”

The poll of 1,961 registered 
city voters did contain some 
bright spots for de Blasio: He 
is still widely considered an 
empathetic public figure who 
cares about the problems of 
everyday New Yorkers.  Of 
those polled, 59 percent of New 
Yorkers have confidence in de 
Blasio’s ability to deal with a 
serious crisis and, by  a nearly 
two-to-one margin, they are 
optimistic about the next two 
years under the mayor. 

However, among whites, 
the numbers are less encour-
aging: 41 percent say they are 
optimistic vs. 53 percent who 
say they are pessimistic.

The telephone survey was 
conducted between Oct. 29 
and Nov. 11, and the margin of 
sampling error is plus or mi-
nus three percentage points.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

According to a a New York Times/Siena Research poll one-third of city 
residents say keeping New York safe from crime is the issue they most 
want de Blasio to concentrate on. Photo by Michael Shain

De Blaz loses appeal with white voters: Poll 

*Oil prices as of August 2015. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15550

Oil  |  Heating  |  Cooling  |  Duct Cleaning

petro.com petro mobile connect on

HEATING OIL
SAVE NOW

Call for special offers! 877.358.2186

•  Oil prices at  
near 5-year lows*

•  Ultra Low Sulfur  
Bioheat/Fuel

•  24/7 service and  
support in any weather

Christ the King High School’s Religious Studies teacher, Deacon Paul Nor-
man recently chaperoned Christ the King students to St. Francis de Sales 
Church in Manhattan to participate in three Sunday Mass tapings Mass for the 
sick and home-bound. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King High School Students 
Tape Mass for Sick and Home Bound
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

2 PIROUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 VIGNETTE® MODERN ROMAN SHADES 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

4 DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

4 SOLERA® SOFT SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

Time to decorate  
your windows for 
the holidays!
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of stylish 
Hunter Douglas window fashions. Ask for details.

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/15 – 12/7/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product 
models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of 
Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly 
fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter 
Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK



20    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, NOV. 20–26, 2015 BT FT TL

BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 businesses 
gathered to exhibit at the Long 
Island City Partnership’s 
Business-to-Business Trade 
Show and Luncheon at Asto-
ria World Manor last Friday. 
The 28th annual trade show 
attracts thousands of com-
munity members each year 
in a showcase displaying the 
mixed-use landscape of LIC, 
ranging from business ser-
vices and real estate, to hotels 
and health care, to 3-D print-
ing and catering.

“LIC’s business landscape 
is incredibly diverse, includ-
ing thousands of businesses 
across the industrial, com-
mercial, tech, cultural, tour-
ism and residential sectors,” 
LIC Partnership President 
Elizabeth Lusskin said. “The 
exhibitors at this year’s Trade 
Show mirrored that diversity, 
with exhibitor participants 
ranging from City Growers 
and Doughnut Plant to The 
Floating Hospital and Shape-

ways 3D printing service, and 
we were delighted to honor 
Jamestown and the LIC YMCA 
at our luncheon—two impor-
tant parts of the community 
who continue to make great 
contributions to our neighbor-
hood.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) delivered the 
luncheon’s keynote address 
in front of more than 350 busi-
ness, government and commu-
nity leaders.

“Walking around the LIC 
Partnership Trade Show, it 
was clear that this year is big-
ger and better than ever,” Ma-
loney said. “The sheer number 
of innovative and exceptional 
businesses who participated 
this year was a joy to see. New 
York is truly the greatest city 
in the world, and western 
Queens is a booming center of 
business.”

This year’s event honored 
Jamestown L.P. President Mi-
chael Phillips and LIC YMCA 
Executive Director Ebony 
Conely-Young. Jamestown cre-

ated a model for “repurposing” 
the old Gimbels warehouse 
and turning it into the Falchi 
Building after a multimillion-
dollar capital investment pro-
gram. Now the Falchi Build-
ing, at 31-00 47th Ave., is home 

to Juice Press, Coalition for 
Queens, Astoria Distilling Co., 
Stolle Bakery and many other 
tenants.

“Long Island City is a hub 
for innovation and collabora-
tion, with its increasingly di-

verse mix of businesses com-
ing together, often all under 
one roof,” Phillips said. “On 
behalf of Jamestown, I am 
honored to accept this award 
from the partnership, who 
have helped set and maintain 
an ambitious trajectory for the 
neighborhood.”

The LIC YMCA received 
the William D. Modell Com-
munity Service Award for its 
life-enhancing programming 
and community-based efforts 
focusing on youth develop-
ment, healthy living and so-
cial responsibility. To date, 
the Y has delivered more than 
$54 million in free programs 
to New Yorkers.

“The Long Island City 
YMCA is honored to have re-
ceived the William D. Modell 
Community Service Award at 
this year’s annual Trade Show 
and Luncheon,” Ebony Conely-
Young said. “We’re looking 
forward to continuing to work 
together with the LIC Partner-
ship as we strive to build a bet-
ter LIC community.”

LIC Partnership President Elizabeth Lusskin (l.) and U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney greet exhibitors at the 28th annual Trade Show. 

Photo courtesy LIC Partnership

LIC Partnership Trade Show draws thousands
Falchi Building’s developer and the LIC YMCA honored for contributions to neighborhood

Petro Home Services is ded-
icated to taking care of its cus-
tomers’ home service needs 
and supporting the needs of 
its local communities. That’s 
why Petro Home Services is 
launching its Warm Home 
program this holiday season. 

Millions of people through-
out the Northeast struggle to 
pay their heating bills.  The 
average American family 
spends two to three percent of 
its income heating its home. 
A low-income family spends 
10 to 15 percent on home heat-
ing. The discrepancy lies in 
the fact that low-income fami-
lies earn less than their neigh-
bors. Having a warm home to 
come home to at the end of ev-
ery day shouldn’t be a luxury.  
It’s a necessity.

“We are thrilled to run our 
Warm Home program this hol-
iday season to help deserving 
families in need enjoy a warm 
home. However, it goes beyond 
that for the Petro Home Ser-

vices team,” commented Joe 
McDonald, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Sales & Marketing for 
Petro Home Services. “This 
program engages our cus-
tomers and local community, 
enabling them to share their 
personal stories about deserv-
ing neighbors that they know 
and truly want to help. More 
importantly, it’s about all of 
us, as a community, helping 
those who are in need of the 
most basic essential, a warm 
home.” 

Petro kicked off its Warm 
Home program on Nov. 13, by 
encouraging customers and 
community members through-
out the company’s service ar-
eas in DC, Connecticut, Mary-
land, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island 
and Virginia, to visit petro.
com/warmhome and nomi-
nate an individual or family 
in their neighborhood which 
they feel deserve a season’s oil 
or propane fill of up to 1,000 

gallons. Nominations must be 
submitted by Dec. 8, 2015. The 
Petro Home Services team will 
then choose one household in 
each state which will get their 
oil or propane fill in time for 
the holidays. Recipients must 

sign Petro’s media release and 
will be announced on Dec. 15. 
Visit petro.com/warmhome 
for further details, terms and 
conditions of the Warm Home 
program. 

Joe McDonald added that 
“Everyone on the Petro Home 
Services team is excited to be 
a part of this program, which 
will help warm the homes and 
hearts of deserving neighbors 
in need and increase aware-

ness about the importance 
of having a warm home. The 
Warm Home program demon-
strates what our company is 
all about, one that cares about 
its community.” 

From heating oil, natural 

gas and propane services to 
AC, generators, plumbing and 
more, helping customers save 
on energy costs and keep com-
fortable at home is what drives 
the Petro Home Services team 

every day. You can learn more 
about Petro Home Services, its 
services and special offers by 
visiting petro.com or by call-
ing (800) 645-4328.

Petro Home Services is the 
country’s #1 home heating oil 
provider with over 100 years 
of industry experience. Our 
large network and resources 
enables them to support each 
customer’s home comfort 
needs better than any other 
heating oil company. With 
local customer service profes-
sionals, drivers and techni-
cians, Petro Home Services 
is always there, whatever the 
weather--24/7, all year. For 
more information about Petro 
Home Services, call (800) 645-
4328 or visit www.petro.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Petro Home Services launches “Warm Home” campaign 
Giving up to 1,000 gallons of oil or propane to neighbors in need this holiday season
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*Department Store and Restaurant Hours May Vary

Find great deals at ShopQueensCenter.com

SHOP EARLY
QUEENS� CENTER� OPENS� THANKSGIVING� AT� �PM*

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR
QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS! Text Concierge 716.222.3350
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Forest Hills is on a culinary tear. 
Shake Shack, the critically ac-

claimed roadside burger stand with 
locations throughout the United States 
and internationally, announced it will 
open a new location in 2016 at 71-26 
Austin St.

This is the second stand-alone 
Shake Shack slated to open next year 
in Queens. The company announced in 
June that a location would be coming 
to Queens Center in Elmhurst.

“It feels good to continue to deep-
en our footprint in our hometown of 
NYC,” a spokeswoman for Shake Shack 
said in an e-mail.

In September, a representative of 
the landlord at Shake Shack’s new lo-
cation said a “major retailer” would 

replace Strawberry, a woman’s cloth-
ing store  which closed earlier this year 
when its lease expired, after roughly 
two decades on Austin Street.

Shake Shack has also opened sites 
in Kennedy Airport and Citi Field.

The establishment is known for its 
100 percent all-natural, antibiotic-free 
Angus beef burgers, crinkle-cut fries 
and milkshakes.

Shake Shack will join a growing 
number of burger-centric restaurants 
in Forest Hills, which includes Twist 
and Smash’d, Cheeburger Cheeburger 
and Bareburger. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Shake Shack will join a growing number of burger-centric restaurants in Forest Hills, 
which includes Twist and Smash’d, Cheeburger Cheeburger and Bareburger. 

Courtesy of Shake Shack

Boro unemployment drops

Shake Shack arrives

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

BY BILL PARRY

The unemployment rate in the bor-
ough has plummeted to 4.6 percent, 
down from 6.2 percent in the third 
quarter of 2014, according to an anal-
ysis by the city comptroller’s office. 
Citywide unemployment is down to 5.4 
percent, the lowest since 2008.

“The city saw strong job growth in 
the third quarter and that means more 
opportunities for the people who make 
New York City run like bodega employ-
ees, teachers and health aides,” Comp-
troller Scott Stringer said. “To get a 
clearer picture of the economic trends 
we looked at job growth in two distinct 
categories: sectors that rely on the lo-

cal economy for their development, 
such as retail and healthcare, which 
saw strong growth and businesses that 
rely on clients outside the city, such as 
accounting and legal services, which 
are somewhat affected by the national 
slowdown.”

The report showed the average 
weekday MTA subway ridership fell 
0.2 percent and bus ridership fell 5.2 
percent in the third quarter. A rise in 
income and more taxi rides, including 
ride sharing services, could explain 
some of the decline, officials say.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Laying the groundwork for Cornell Tech

Andrew Winters, director of capital projects and planning for CornellNYC 
Tech, is juggling the construction of four huge buildings with three dif-
ferent owners, each with its own construction firm. 

On Roosevelt Island, the view looking east toward Queens from the site of the new Cornell Tech campus, due to open in fall 2017.

The cranes seem to loom over the 59th Street Bridge, but when finished, all of the buildings will be lower than 
the bridge.

A temporary dock is in operation on the east side of the construction site to float trucks on barges directly to 
the island from Queens, keeping them off local streets. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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THE 7TH ANNUAL LANGSTON HUGHES 
LITERARY ARTS FESTIVAL

Saturday, December 5, 2015@10:00a.m.-5:00p.m.

Register Now: Visit http://queenslib.org/literaryfestival2 or call 718-340-3470Admission is free
Sonja D. WilliamsDonna HillFlo AnthonyKwame Alexander M.K. Asante

9868-10/15_ Timesledger

3

Free runs and walks every Saturday at 9 a.m.
Meet us next to the restrooms at the track.

Everyone is welcome at Open Run 
GET MOVING IN  ASTORIA PARK

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering? 
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.

This program is in collaboration with NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative. #NYRROpenRun  
#OR_AstoriaPark
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners

Queens reacts to China-Taiwan meeting
BY MADINA TOURE

In the Chinese and Taiwan-
ese communities of Queens, 
there are mixed feelings about 
the future of Taiwan-China 
relations following a historic 
meeting between the leaders 
of the two countries earlier 
this month.  

When Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Taiwanese Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou met Nov. 7 
in Singapore, it was the first 
meeting between the countries 
since 1949, when the Commu-
nists took over China.  Nation-
alist leader Chiang Kai-shek 
lost out in the civil war and 
took 2.5 million Chinese follow-
ers to Taiwan, which is largely 
independent of the mainland.

The two leaders started 
their talks with a handshake 
that lasted more than a min-
ute, the New York Times said.

Ma had outlined proposals 
for improving the relationship 
between the two countries, 
while Xi expressed support 
for a hotline between China 
and Taiwan that had been sug-
gested by Ma as a way to deal 
with emergencies and keep 

accidental clashes from occur-
ring, the Times reported. 

Pauline Chu, president of 
the Flushing-based Chinese 
American Parents Associa-
tion, said Ma already has a 
good connection with China 
and has been promoting eco-
nomic development between 
the two trading partners. 

She noted that the two coun-
tries could facilitate exchange 
programs between university 
students and that Taiwan pro-
duces a lot of products that can 
be shipped to China.

“It’s a good thing because 
Taiwan has a lot of products 
produced and they don’t know 
what to do,” she said. “Now 
they can ship to China imme-
diately and it’s a big market.”

Ma brought up the issue of 
China’s military and the mis-
siles arrayed on its coast near 
Taiwan, while Xi called out 
Taiwan independence forces 
for insisting that Taiwan is no 
tpart of China, according to 
the Times report.

Bernadette Li, director of 
the Institute for Asian Stud-
ies at St. John’s University, 
said “it was a good thing” that 

the leaders met, although she 
acknowledged that they may 
have had other discussions be-
hind closed doors. 

Referring to the current 
presidential election cam-
paign in Taiwan, Li noted that 
the main stance of the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party is 
Taiwan’s independence while 
Ma’s party, the Kuomintang, 

also known as KMT, calls for 
peaceful relations between the 
two countries. Ma is not run-
ning for re-election.

Yan Sun, a political sci-
ence professor at Queens Col-
lege, whose research interests 
include the post-socialist po-
litical economy and the tran-
sitional politics of China, was 
less optimistic. 

She said that because it 
is Ma’s second term and he 
is at the end of his term, the 
meeting does not cost him po-
litically and that his party is 
unpopular. “He’s a lame duck 
anyway,” Sun said. “He has a 
very low approval rating.” 

 Several elected officials 
in the Flushing area, which is 
home to the borough’s Chinese 
and Taiwanese community, 
did not return phone calls.

Flushing resident Dian Yu 
said open dialogue between 
the two countries could be 
beneficial in terms of both 
business and technology, not-
ing that Taiwan has been de-
veloping hardware for many 
years and that China has a 
huge market.

“It’s good to see that they’re 
talking,” Yu said. “Any open 
dialogue is better than no 
dialogue and open communi-
cation will eventually lead to 
a win-win situation for both 
parties.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou (l. to r.) and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping met recently. Photo by Wong Maye-E/AP
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jor transit hubs and institutions con-
nected with the French government 
across the city.  

The Jackson Heights vigil attend-
ees, including religious leaders, spoke 
out one by one about what the attacks 
in Paris meant for New Yorkers.

Local 100 union leader Shafiqur 
Rahman, a Bangladeshi Muslim, in 

an emotional outburst, said: “They hi-
jacked my religion. A terrorist is a ter-
rorist. We have to stand together.”

The Bangladeshi American Advo-
cacy Group released a statement con-
demning the attacks. “The killing of 
innocent civilians is forbidden by Is-
lam as well as all other peace-abiding 
religions around the world.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

provement Association Vice President 
Henry Euler said at a Borough Board 
hearing a week before the vote.

The zoning amendments were draft-
ed by the Department of City Planning 
as part of the mayor’s plan to build or 
preserve at least 200,000 units of af-
fordable housing throughout the five 
boroughs.

Mayor Bill de Blasio was at a news 
conference at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park the same evening as the 
Borough Board’s vote. The mayor 
said he respects the part community 
boards play in the civic process and 
their input often helps produce a bet-
ter outcome for policy making and city 

planning. However, in this case, he 
said that the need for affordable and 
senior housing trumps their potential 
burden.

“I am never surprised when a com-
munity board raises concerns, and 
particularly local concerns. But we’re 
going to keep moving full speed ahead 
to make these reforms, because we 
must create a vast amount of more af-
fordable housing,” de Blasio said. “We 
must preserve a huge amount of afford-
able housing or else people will not be 
able to live in this city. It’s as simple as 
that.”

The City Council will have a two-
month review period for the two text 
amendments starting January 2016. 
That review period will be followed by 
a vote on the text amendments.

board,” he went on. “So you figure out 
how many half blocks are going to be 
gobbled up by developers from Man-
hattan.”

Toby Sheppard Bloch, the lone CB 
5 vote in favor of the Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing program, saw those 
concerns as somewhat overstated.

“One of the great advantages of liv-
ing in a city, from both a social and 
economic perspective, is density,” he 
added. “I think that constructive in-
creases in density—not just giving 
developers free rein—are good for the 
city.” 

“I do think people in the community 
really value the character of the streets 
and they’re nervous,” he concluded.

Steven Goldberg, the chairman 
of CB 6’s Transportation Committee, 
which voted in favor of the Manda-
tory Inclusionary Housing program, 
called his decision to vote against his 
committee one of the most difficult mo-
ments of his 30-year career. Goldberg 
said he felt compelled to vote against it 
because of worries about, among other 
issues, government incursion into de-
cisions that should remain local.

CB 6, which covers the neighbor-
hoods of Forest Hills and Rego Park, 
voted against both amendments.

Claudia Valantino, vice president 
of the Forest Hills Community Civic 
Association, argued that the power of 
community boards across the city was 
coming under attack.

“Let’s not get lost in the weeds on 
this thing,” she said. “This has to do 

with top-down designations from City 
Hall telling communities what to do 
with parcels of lands in their commu-
nities.”

“This CB has stood and fought 
competently and conscientiously for 
more than 22 years for the principle 
of community review, but I haven’t 
seen wholesale government proposals 
like this since the Giuliani days,” she 
added. 

But some members of CB 6, includ-
ing much of its Transportation Com-
mittee, believe that the neighborhood 
must do its part for the city.

“I don’t quite understand the fear 
that this is going to completely change 
our neighborhoods,” said Peter Beadle, 
a member of CB 6’s Transportation 
Committee.

“We need affordable housing,” he 
added. “The cost of housing stock and 
rents is going up dramatically and no 
one will acknowledge that. This is why 
our committee got a unanimous ap-
proval, because we all recognize there 
is a huge need for this in our neighbor-
hoods.”

While acknowledging that need, 
Robert Silver argued that mandat-
ing neighborhood economic diversity 
amounted to “social engineering” 
from City Hall.

“Rather than developing some of 
the undeveloped parts of the city and 
bring them up to a level where people 
will be happy to live there, we’re going 
to dumb down Forest Hills.” 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

which will have 45 shops, was delayed 
because the group had not filed the 
necessary permit.

Marco Neira, Sunrise Coop’s pres-
ident, said more than 20 shops have 
now been constructed in the Soutåh 
Bronx and the ramps are ready, with 
construction due to be complete by 
December or the end of February at 
the latest. 

“We have a lot of things done,” he 
said.

Most of the Sunrise Coop auto 
shop owners are still working in the 
Willets Point area, with some taking 
customers in Corona, Neira said. 

A spokesman for the city Depart-
ment of Buildings said the South 
Bronx space has four active work 
permits involving plumbing, the in-
stallation of 14 new ceiling mount gas 
furnaces and three new gas meters, 
interior renovation of erected two 
concrete block walls, new fencing and 
gates.

Marlene Cintron, president of the 
Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation, said the corporation met 
with Sunrise Coop more than a year 
ago and again  last summer but has 
not heard from the group recently.  

“I can’t say that we’ve had a lot of 
dealings with them. They’ve basically 
been dealing with this with their con-
sultants and attorneys.”

She said Sunrise may not feel the 

need to be in contact with her organi-
zation.

“I don’t know if they consider 
themselves Bronx stakeholders at 
this point,” she said. 

A spokeswoman for the city De-
partment of Housing Preservation 
and Development said the court deci-
sion does not affect the Sunrise Co-
operative, noting that the auto shops 
already had left the phase one site. 

 There are several businesses left 
that belong in phase one of the devel-
opment that are not part of the Sun-
rise Cooperative.   They are facing 
eviction by the city.

The city is trying to gain posses-
sion of  the buildings, lots and garag-
es occupied by Willets Property LLC, 
Wil-Cor Realty Co. Inc. and Royal 
Touch Auto Spa, three of the remain-
ing businesses, at 127-04-08 Willets 
Point Blvd.

An Oct. 1 notice stated that the 
property owner had to appear at a 
hearing at Queens County Civil Court  
in Jamaica Oct. 29, but the HPD 
spokeswoman said the court case was 
adjourned to Dec. 11. HPD is the prop-
erty manager on behalf of the city. 

“The city will not be seeking to re-
new expiring leases within Phase 1 of 
the Willets Point redevelopment area 
in order to secure the few remaining 
sites,” the HDP spokeswoman said in 
a statement. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Auto shops

Continued from Page 4 

Continued from Page 4 

Zoning

Housing plan

Continued from Page 5 

Paris vigils

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 

accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 

and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 11/20/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

BLACK F
EVERY

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 

Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear.  

Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 11/20/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$42,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

$13,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS LOW AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

FRIDAY
Y DAY IS

AT MAJOR WORLD!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

A major entrance to Rockaway is getting a much-needed face-lift following a re-
quest for improvements in April by Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder. In recent weeks, work 
has begun to repair and upgrade infrastructure at the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority-owned parking lot at the Rockaway approach to the Cross Bay Bridge.  

Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Dr. Stacie N.C. Grant, a speaker and teacher, is one of 
the honorees at the 19th annual You Can Go To College 
Committee award dinner at Terrace on the Park. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens Chamber of Commerce President Tom Grech and 
Gregg Bishop, deputy commissioner in the city’s Department 
of Small Business Services, preside at a business expo in 
Jackson Heights. Photo by Nat Valentine

Greater Jamaica Development Corporation gives a $50,000 grant to the Fine Fair 
Supermarket on 163rd Street. (l-r) Angela Rampersad, GJDC’s Jamaica Market; Lela 
Chapman, Queens Healthy Food Access Public Health Solutions; Manny Diaz, Fine Fair 
Supermarket;  Andrew  Mashel, GJDC exec. vp;  Hope Knight, GJDC president; Jessica Garcia, 
GJDC controller; Mary Reda, GJDC dir.  Photo by Walter Karling

Christ the King High School hosts its annual College Fair in 
the school’s cafeteria, with representatives of more than 
50 colleges were on hand, including Adelphi University, 
CUNY, Iona College, New York University, Pace University, St. 
John’s University and SUNY. Courtesy of Christ the King

Michael Resnick (c), president of Sinai Chapels in Fresh Meadows,
is honored by the Queens College Center for Jewish Studies 
for his support. (l-r) Bernie Spear, chairman of the center’s 
Executive Board; Resnick; and Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Queens 
College president.  Courtesy of Queens College/Leo Correa  

Borough President Melinda Katz congratulates two Queens 
younsgters, table tennis players Jennifer Wu (l) and Tahl 
Leibovitz, who have qualified for the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janeiro. Courtesy of Borough President Katz

In Forest Hills, along Queens Boulevard, volunteer Susan 
Weiner (r) and Stephen Melnick, coordinator of Friends 
of McDonald Park, are cleaning up the heavily used 
space with new plantings and leaf removal.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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Family Owned & Operated... Since 1909
106 Years... 5 Generations

Save ThanksgivingSave Thanksgiving
Our 2,735 Employees Wish You a Very Healthy,  
Happy Thanksgiving... A Day for the Celebration

of Families, Friends and Loved Ones.
It is our opinion that retailers who choose to open on Thanksgiving 

show no respect to their employees and families, and are in total 
disrespect of family values in the United States of America.

 KEEP FAMILY FIRST!

Honor Thanksgiving Day... A True American Holiday!
We appreciate those who provide us essential services on Thanksgiving Day.

A special thanks to the service men and women who protect our freedom each and every day.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The hair industry in south-
east Queens is big business 
from salons that braid and 
twist strands into special dos 
to wigs in every shape, length 
and color one can imagine. 

But sometimes hair means 
more than changing a style 
— sometimes hair can be life-
changing. 

At least it is for the non-
profit Where There’s A Need 
Inc., an organization dedi-
cated to changing what hair 
means after its loss because of 
an illness.

It creates hats with hair, 
scarves with hair and base-
ball caps with hair, as well as 
turbans and wig alternatives 
for older and young women, 
girls and children who have 
suffered from hair loss due to 
illnesses such as cancer, alo-
pecia hair loss and/or discoid 
lupus. 

Its main office is based in 
southeast Queens with offices 
in Florida and Georgia.  

“We really specialize 
in  children’s wigs,” Cheryl 
James, CEO and founder of 
“Where There’s A Need Inc., 
said. “Sometimes we do spe-
cial turbans for seniors.” 

Where There’s A Need also 
gives back to the community 
with cancer awareness work-
shops in school, senior homes 
and hospitals across the bor-
ough and works with the 

American Cancer Society of-
fices in Queens and Brooklyn 
Hospital. 

James is also the creator of 
the organization’s hair scarf, 
which has a patent and copy-
right.

James lives in Jamaica 
and holds a theology doctorate 
from North Carolina College 
of Theology. She is a wife and 
mother of four, and has served 
her community for over the 
last 20 years. 

For James, it all started 

when her daughter’s friend 
had a brain aneurysm and suf-
fered from hair loss right be-
fore heading back to school. 

“So I attached some pieces 
of hair to a beautiful scarf for 
her,” she said. “It started with 
her, but as a person of faith, 
I believe I was inspired by 
God.”

After a few years, James 
started getting calls for her 
hair and scarves — word had 
gotten around. Today her busi-
ness is 10 years old and she has 
serviced hundreds of women 
and children across the city 
and around the country.

“We are a small business 
and our funding is small. We 
try to do what we can with 
what we have,” she said. 

James said out-of-state cus-
tomers usually purchase the 
wigs, but many New Yorkers 
receive her wigs in New York 
through the American Cancer 
Society offices in Rego Park 
and Forest Hills.   

James was honored in 2008 
with a city of New York Procla-
mation for her years of service 
to the community. 

For more information, 
visit http://www.wherethere-
saneed.org/ or call 866-803-
6095.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Center for the Women of New York — The 
28th annual world World of Working Women 
Conference and Job Fair includes panel 
discussion, career fair, workshops and a reality 
fashion show. Bring your resumé.
When: Friday, Oct. 23, from 9 am - 4 pm
Where: Sheraton LaGuardia East, 135-20 39th 
Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 793-0672
Website: www.cwny.org

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 

2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 

organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 

challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

From wig maker to life changer

Cheryl James’ business, Where There’s A Need, creates wigs and hats 
with hair for women and children who have lost their hair because of ill-
nesses.  Photo courtesy Where There’s A Need

Where There’s A Need provides hats with hair for women who lose theirs from illnesses

CHERYL JAMES
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BY MERLE EXIT

As the old adage goes, noth-
ing beats a home-cooked meal. 

But then, nobody ever said 
it had to be your home.

Now would-be foodies 
and gourmands can partici-

pate in League of Kitchens’ 
classes, where an immigrant 
chef opens her home up to six 
individuals and walks them 
through the steps of preparing 
an ethnic meal. 

The group cooks together, 
eats together and learns about 

each other cultures together. 
Founded by Lisa Gross, the 

League of Kitchens offers a 
variety of edible experiences 
right here in Queens, as well 
as Brooklyn.

Gross, the daughter of a 
Korean immigrant and Jew-

ish New Yorker, was raised 
on her grandmothers’ home-
made soups —  doenjang-guk,  
a Korean concoction of cab-
bage and soy bean paste, and 
matzoh ball. 

The League of Kitchens 
was born out of Gross’s pas-
sion for the city, her love of 
cooking and her connection 
to the immigrant experience.  
Gross found a group of women 
from diverse backgrounds, 
who were willing to welcome 
strangers into their homes 
and teach them how to cook. 

During a recent Greek 
cooking lesson, Despina 
Economou opened her East 
Elmhurst home to Sharon Ru-
wart and Tom Melchem from 
Manhattan, Leslie Koch from 
Brooklyn and Laurie Ferreira 
from Elmhurst. 

League of Kitchens offers 
two types of workshops. 

There are the “Taste Of” 
ones, which provide an hour 
and a half of cooking instruc-
tions, a small meal and a book-
let detailing the recipes of ev-
erything served. The longer 

“Immersion” workshops, con-
sist of 3 1/2 hours of instruc-
tion, a full dinner and the 
recipe book.

Economou’s lesson begins 
with an orientation session, 
where the group introduces 
each other and the chef talks 
about her life growing up in 
Chalcis, Greece — the main 
town on the island of Euboea 
in the Euripus Strait. 

During this time, the class 
snacks on a salad of chicken 
with mushrooms and brown 
rice. It is all washed down with 
herbal tea. 

Economou explains to the 
class the importance of using 
fresh ingredients when cook-
ing. She also believes when 
you cook from scratch, you 
know what you are eating.

As the class finally gets 
underway, Economou begins 
with dessert. 

Kourampiedes, Greek al-
mond cookies, take the most 
time to bake and cool, so they 
are made first. 

Economou makes these tra-
Continued on Page 44

TimesLedger, November 20–26, 2015

Leslie Koch (l-r), Tom Melchem and Despina Economou read over 
notes about the meal they prepared as part of the League of Kitchens 
Greek cooking class in East Elmhurst.  Photo by Merle Exit
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Queens 
isCooking

Amateur chefs open homes to teach others 
ethnic cuisines in League of Kitchens
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the Forum” — Theatre by the Bay presents 
the Stephen Sondheim, Burt Shevelove and 
Larry Gelbart’s classic Broadway musical, which 
was inspired by the ancient Roman farces, and 
involves plenty of puns, slamming doors, cases of 
mistaken identity and Tony Award-winning tunes. 
When: Through Nov. 22, Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“Carefully Taught” — APAC presents the 
world premiere of Cheryl L. Davis’ play about 
two teachers, one black and one white, whose 
friendship is shaken after one is fi red. 
When: Through Nov. 21, Thursday-Saturday 
at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Cliffhanger” — This comedy-thriller involves 

a mild-mannered professor who may have 
committed a murder to protect his reputation. 
When: Through Nov. 21, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm, Saturday, Nov. 21 
at 2 pm
Where: Douglaston Community Theatre, 
Zion Episcopal Church, Church Street and 
Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“HMS Pinafore” — This early Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta revolves sailor Ralph 
Rackstraw, his love Josephine, her betrothed 
Sir Joseph Porter and “baby farmer” Little 
Buttercup. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 22, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

“Mooseltoe” — This family show tells the 
story of a moose who wants to fl y with 
Santa’s reindeer. On his journey to the North 
Pole, he meets many characters and learns 
some valuable lessons.  
When: Sunday, Dec. 6, at 3 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, 
31-10 Thomson Ave., Long Island City

Continued on Page 44

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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AUSTIN’S COMPLETE 5 COURSE  

Includes: Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea
 (choice of one)

Chorizo Crusted Scallops with Spinach Coulis
Butternut Squash and Bleu Cheese Crostini
Artichoke and spinach Dip with Pita Bread

SOUP Roasted Fennel and Butternut SquashSALAD Baby Spinach, Pear, Pomegranate, Walnuts and Bleu Cheese Crumble
 A La Carte / Complete

Roast Vermont Turkey Stuffing, Gravy, and Cranberry sauce 23.95 / 29.95Seared Duck Breast with Cherries and Port 26.95 / 31.95Cajun Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon with Bleu Cheese Butter 32.95 / 38.95Herb Crusted Rack of lamb with Porcini Demi- glace 30.95 / 36.95Salmon Topped with Spinach, Bacon and Gorgonzola Cheese 26.95 / 31.95Fettuccine with Shrimp and Andouille Sausage, Cajun Creme 21.95 / 27.95
 (choice of one)

String Bean and Baby Carrots
Creamed Spinach

 (choice of one)
Roasted Garlic Mashed Red Potato

Wild Rice or Candied Yams

 (choice of one)
Pumpkin Bread Pudding, Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate Mousse Cake

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM THE STAFF AT AUSTIN’S!

Turkey Dinner for 12 (18–20 lbs)
ONLY $250 *PLUS TAX*

Turkey Dinner for 6 (10–12 lbs)
ONLY $150 *PLUS TAX*

You will receive a $20 gift card good for future use at our restaurant 

when you order you order your turkey from the Austin’s Ale House!

Orders will be taken through Monday November 23rd.

Please call (718) 849-3939 and ask for the Manager

Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry 

Sauce, Mashed Potato or 

Sweet Potato, Creamed 

Spinach, Rolls, Salad, and 

Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Bourbon Street  | 40-12 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY  11361 | 718-224-2200

COMING SOON....

New Private Event Space, 
catering to your every need

Weddings, Anniversaries, Showers, Birthdays, 
Cocktail Parties, Holiday Parties,  Receptions

HAVE YOUR 
HOLIDAY PARTY AT 
BOURBON STREET!

Let our Professional 
Catering Staff Plan the 

Perfect Party for 
the Season!

SANTA IS COMING TO
BOURBON STREET!

 Please join him for brunch 
on Sunday, December 13th. 

Reservations Required.

Bourbon Street
HAVE YOUR  

HOLIDAY PARTY AT  
BOURBON STREET!

Let our Professional  
Catering Staff Plan the  

Perfect Party for 
the Season!

SANTA IS COMING TO
BOURBON STREET!

 Please join him for brunch 
on Sunday, December 13th. 

Reservations Required.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In a little more than three 
months, Queens loses one of its 
mainstay performance spaces 
when Long Island City’s Chain 
Theatre rings down its curtain 
one last time. 

Home to the Variations 
Theatre Group for a little more 
than three years, the Chain is 
part of a larger building on 
45th Road being converted 
into yet another LIC residen-
tial building. 

“I got the call this week,” 
Kirk Gostkowski, Variations’ 
artistic director, said. “I knew 
it was coming. Now we need a 
new home.”

Gostkowski has known 
the end was coming since the 
early part of the summer when 
the landlord told him the plans 
and placed the theater on a 90-
day lease. 

The shortened contract was 
renewed this past week with 
that phone call to Gostkowski, 
and will finish in February. 

Although he will soon be 
running an acting company 
without a theater, Gostkowski 
said even without the sale of 

the building, it was time to 
start looking for a larger ven-
ue. 

“We have grown,” Gost-
kowski said. “We need a bigger 
space, but I thought we would 
expand right here.”

Besides more program-

ming, including film screen-
ings, the Chain has also ex-
panded its performer base. 
Plenty of actors, designers and 
interns have returned to work 
at the Chain. 

“There are a lot more hands 
on deck that are truly invest-

ed,” Gostkowski said. 
In 2012, Brooklyn resident 

Gostkowski was in the mar-
ket for a performance venue. 
While priced out of Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn, he focused 
his search in Queens and Long 
Island City in particular. 

The warehouse space he fi-
nally settled on needed a lot of 
work to make it a theater. 

The owner installed a new 
HVAC system, but Gostkowski 
did the rest. 

“We put a lot of money into 
this,” he said. “We put in a floor 
and all new electrical wiring. 
We even operated half a year 
with an unfinished building. 
It was a year later before we 
finished the basement.”

Once the space was viable, 
it served mainly as home to 
Variations Theatre Group pro-
ductions. 

But Gostkowski has also 
been able to rent the Chain to 
other theater companies — 
such as the group planning an 
upcoming production of “The 
Dreaming,” a musical ver-
sion of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.”

One of the Chain’s more 
successful ventures has been 
the creation of The Usual Re-
jects, a group of Variations 
actors who write and perform 
live movie parodies. 

Those shows have intro-
duced the Chain to a new au-

I
’m leaving a wedding recep-
tion in Smithtown, hoping 
my hearing recovers from 
countless decibels of dee-

jay music, when a couple ap-
proaches to tell me how much 
they miss the Outrageous 

Fortune Company.  
For those of you who don’t 

know, Outrageous Fortune 
was my theater company that 
produced 50 plays over 17 
years at what was then known 
as Queens Theatre in the Park.  
It’s been more than five years 
since the company’s last pro-
duction, but it’s always nice to 
be remembered.

The company was head-
quartered in my Douglaston 
law office, and we did what we 

called “contemporary plays 
of significance,” authored by 
many of today’s major play-
wrights.  Actors were cast 
after competitive auditions, 
guided by directors who had a 
strong connection to the mate-
rial, and rehearsals were held 
until the play was fully ready 
to be seen. 

Check out our website 
at www.OutrageousFor-
tuneCompany.com to see the 
play list.  Unless you’re a the-
ater maven, many of these 
titles may be unfamiliar, 
even though they were well 
received when performed in 
Manhattan.

There are many good, com-
pelling and entertaining plays 
being written these days, some 
of which get the chance for a 
major professional production.  
But the unfortunate economic 
realities limit their run, even 
with positive reviews and the 
casting of celebrities.  Bring-
ing these plays to Queens 
would seem a smart thing to 

do — which Outrageous For-
tune did — but most local the-
ater companies opt instead for 
the name recognition of the 
same old stuff.

American Theater Maga-

zine publishes a list of the top 
10 most-produced plays and 
the top 20 most-produced play-
wrights in the country.  For 
the current 2015-16 season, 
not one of those plays was pre-
sented in Queens, and not one 
of the playwrights.

However, in a list all to him-
self is William Shakespeare, 
and we did get to see some of 
his work.

I have been writing this col-
umn for more than eight years, 
and I see that most of the re-
cent ones have been repeating 

the same themes — looking to 
elevate the quality and variety 
of our local efforts, to develop 
a new and younger audience, 
and to create new stages in 
real theaters.  My goal has al-
ways been to promote and pub-
licize theater in Queens, and I 
welcome your input.  

Maybe I’m just getting too 
cranky, with another leap 
year birthday on the horizon.  
Or maybe it’s the inescapable 
life-sapping barrage of the po-
litical season.  Or the Mets not 
quite making it.

One group with some new 
ambitions is Theatre By The 

Bay in Bay Terrace.  They 
have a new artistic direc-
tor, Ovi Vargas, who takes 
over from founding director 

Larry Bloom.  Playing it 
safe, the initial production 
is Stephen Sondheim’s first 
Broadway show for which he 
wrote both music and lyrics, 
“A Funny Thing Happened on 
the way to the Forum” — two 
more performances remain, 
Saturday night and Sunday 
afternoon.  

However, in the program 
Vargas states his intention 
to bring “exciting, visionary, 
inventive and bold produc-
tions” to his audiences.  That 
is certainly something to look 
forward to.

And just the other night 
I’m at Terrace on the Park for 
Whitestone’s Patricia and Joe 

Brintle’s gala to raise funds 
for projects in Haiti, when yet 
another couple tells me that 
they were fans of The Outra-
geous Fortune Company.  

Now if I only had a new 
venue!

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Leigh Anne West played Nurse Ratched in Variations Theatre Group’s production of “One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest” this past spring. Variations is looking for a new home after its landlord sold their home base, 
the Chain Theatre, in Long Island City. 

Memo to theater groups: Stop playing it safe

Chain prepares for fi nal curtain 

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

But the unfortunate economic realities 
limit their run, even with positive reviews 

and the casting of celebrities.

Continued on Page 44

Variations Theatre Group must fi nd new home after Long Island City building is sold
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MYRTLE AVE
Holiday Savings Every Day of the Week on Myrtle Ave.
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Avenue & Fresh Pond Road)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.comFollow us  
on Twitter

Santa 
Pictures
Bring Your Own Camera 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday,  

November 28th 
www.shopsmall.com

Friday, Dec. 11th & 18th  
Opera on Tap Carolers 3-5 PM 

Strolling on Myrtle Ave.  
in the BID

Saturday, Nov. 28th  
12pm–3pm

Myrtle Ave. & 71st Ave. Plaza
(Just off Forest Ave.)

Live Holiday Music by 
NYC Brass Entourage
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EVENTS

Diwali Festival — Flushing 
Town Hall celebrates the 
Festival of Lights with its 
fi rst Diwali Festival, which 
will feature musicians 
and dancers from India, 
workshops, a fashion show, 
traditional foods and family-
friendly activities. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 21, from 
1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $20/adults, $15/adult 
members, $10/students and 
children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Moth StorySLAM Open 
Mic — Prepare a fi ve-minute 
story about someone who 
is somehow off-the-grid for 
this event titled “Freaks,” or 
just come out and hear the 
tales. 
When: Monday, Nov. 30, at 
7 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Great Northeast 
Cheese Fest — More than 30 
artisanal cheese makers will 
provide guests with samples 
of their wares. Tastings will 
include pairings with wine, 
beer, ciders and cocktails. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 5, from 
6 pm - 9pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $60, $48/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

GingerBread Lane — 
Experience Jon Lovitch’s 500 
square feet of gingerbread 
houses, businesses, parks 
and a boardwalk as his 
creation makes a bid for its 
third consecutive Guinness 
World Record for the largest 
gingerbread village. On Nov. 

28, at noon watch Lovitch 
in a gingerbread house 
building demonstration. 
When: Through Jan. 9
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, students and 
children ages 2 - 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

MUSIC

Chamber Music Live! — 
This concert series brings 
performances by string, 
brass and pianist to Queens 
College.
When: Friday, Nov. 20, Dec. 4 
and Dec. 11, at 10 am
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $30/single tickets, 
Free/Queens College 
students, faculty and staff 
with ID
Contact: (718) 997-3800
Website: www.queens.cuny.
edu

Litvakus — Metis Concert 
Series presents the renowned 
Belarusian klezmer band 
in its Queens debut. The 
program will include excerpts 
from the group’s debut album 
as well as pieces from their 
program “Raysn: The Music of 
Jewish Belarus.”

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 20-26, 2015

By Bill Deasy

All Knotted Up
Across
1. Pricing word
5. Hidden hoard
10. Breadth
14. Auditioner's goal
15. Leered at
16. Study (with "over")
17. Weight of 
obligation
18. String
20. Word before off 
or out
21. Salsa style
22. Company 
member?
23. Kvetch
25. Lose energy
27. Comprehending
29. Winter spell
33. Classic violin
34. Like a luxury car
35. ___ for Africa 
("We Are the World" 
group)
36. Boston 
musicians?
37. Miss Muffet 
edible
38. Brouhaha
39. "Am ___ 
believe... ?"
40. Nomadic Finns
(raindeer raisers)
41. Couch potatoes'
perches
42. Washington's 
were famous
44. Calm or tranquil
45. Sweeten the pot
46. Queen of gossip

47. Outstanding
50. " _____ 
Misbehavin'"
51. Bar account
54. Where knors are 
found?
57. Unsullied
58. A flat or C
59. Shopping frenzy
60. Rainfall-
challenged?
61. ___ dunk
62. Basketball tactic
63. Soothing brews

Down
1. Piccadilly Circus 
figure
2. Topnotch
3. Rope
4. "___ So Shy" 
(Pointer Sisters hit)

5. Managing
6. Deft
7. Wearing
8. Queen of the coop
9. It's Tokyo now
10. Livens (up)
11. A meter reader
12. Mobil rival
13. At no time, to 
a bard
19. Wagon type
21. Like Dr. Evil's clone
24. Google results
25. Dietitian's forte
26. Third Pillar of 
Islam topic
27. Palatable.
28. Act in a soap?
29. Marine body
30. Thread
31. Vietnamese, for 
example

32. Dissect a sentence
34. Mumbai money
37. Schlep
38. Copier setting, 
perhaps
40. Airbags?
41. E-mail status
43. Type of bicycle
44. Has a funny feeling
46. "Jeepers!"
47. Admits, with "up"
48. Moth's meal
49. A wee bit
50. A lot, at times?
52. Carmen solo
53. Bunk and four-
poster
55. Cook's amt.
56. 0% ___
57. A way to stand

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TURDUCKEN
T A T A S N E S T S D E G
A P A T H O N C E A U T E
R O L L E D R O A S T C A T
E S C A P E S R S S K I T

S A N K F I R E F L Y
D O C T R I N E E U R O
O R O D E E D B R O T H
G E L S R E I N S A T I E
S O D A S T E T S E R R

T R A M S T R A N D E D
S L U G G E R S I R E
P O R E T A B P A T A K I
A R K C H I C K E N F E E D
N N E H O N D A A U R A L
K A Y E D S E L C L O N E

When: Saturday, Nov. 21, at 6 pm
Where: Community Church 
Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $15 - $25
Contact: (718) 229-2534
Website: www.facebook.com/
metisconertseriesqueens

“Hansel and Gretel” — 
Opera Pomme Rouge Young 
Artists present the short 
version of Humperdinck’s 
opera in English. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 21, at 
7 pm
Where: Moak Yang 
Presbyterian Church, 1225 
Clintonville St., Whitestone
Cost: Free, but donations 
will be accepted
Contact: (646) 957-1241

Website: www.
operapommerouge.wix.com

FILM

Senior Film Series — The 
fi nal movie in this nine-
week series that explores 
the pursuit of freedom, 
construction of narratives 
and collision of cultures 
will be “Pride” from 2014. 
The fi lm, based on a true 
story, tells the story of gay 
activists trying to form an 
alliance with Welsh mine 
workers during a 1984 strike. 
When: Wednesday, Nov. 25, 
2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Cost: $8/suggested 
admission
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

READINGS

Oh, Bernice! Reading Series 
— Host Brian Kim welcomes 
readers Catherine Lacey, 
“Nobody is Ever Missing;” Jee 
Leong Koh, “Steep Tea” and 
Jenna Telesca.
When: Saturday, Nov. 21, at 
7 pm
Where: Astoria Bookshop, 
31-29 31st St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 278-2665
Website: www.
astoriabookshop.com

LaGuardia Performing Arts Center

MOOSELTOE IS THE CHARMING STORY 
ABOUT A MOOSE WHO WANTS TO FLY 
WITH SANTA'S REINDEER.

     DECEMBER 6TH | 3PM

WITH SANTA S REINDEER.

USE CODE
“SANTA”

FOR 25% OFF

NTS TO

FOR MORE INFO VIS IT LPAC.NYC
OR CALL ( 718 )  482-5151

TICKET PRICE $20
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HOPPING
LOCAL SMART

HOPPING

Is

Find it in Great Neck Plaza...
For the Holidays
FOR FREE GIFT CERTIFICATES:

516-829-1301
ShopGreatNeck.com

CUSTOMER NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER (PLEASE CHECK:          CELL                 HOME) 

EMAIL

DATE OF USE AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

Valid 11/23/15 - 1/31/16
Redeemable for merchandise
and services only. Must be
presented at time of purchase.  

Good for $10 on a one-time
purchase of $50 or more. 
See reverse for store listings.

2015 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

$10

$10

Sure...you can find it here.

Village of

CUSTOMER NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER (PLEASE CHECK:          CELL                 HOME) 

EMAIL

DATE OF USE AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

Valid 11/23/15 - 1/31/16
Redeemable for merchandise
and services only. Must be
presented at time of purchase.  

Good for $5 on a one-time
purchase of $25 or more. 
See reverse for store listings.

2015 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

$5

$5

Sure...you can find it here.

Village of

CUSTOMER NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER (PLEASE CHECK:          CELL                 HOME) 

EMAIL

DATE OF USE AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

Valid 11/23/15 - 1/31/16
Redeemable for merchandise
and services only. Must be
presented at time of purchase.  

Good for $20 on a one-time
purchase of $100 or more. 
See reverse for store listings.

2015 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

$20

$20

Sure...you can find it here.

Village of

BY MERLE EXIT

After a lifetime spent in the 
world of opera, Woodhaven 
resident Qi Shu Fang has gath-
ered more than her fair share 
of unique mementos. 

But two letters in particular 
stand out among her collec-
tion. 

“Artists who draw on the 
traditions of their ancestors 
help to ensure the continued 
vitality of the arts in Ameri-
ca,” President George W. Bush 
wrote her in August 2001. 

That same year she received 
a letter from then U.S. Sen. Hil-
lary Clinton, congratulating 
Fang on being selected as a 
recipient of a National Endow-
ment of the Arts fellowship. 

Fang is the president of the 
Peking Opera Co., which trav-
els the world performing.

Peking opera is a stylized 
Chinese form of the art that 
uses speech, singing, mime 
and acrobatics in the perfor-
mances. 

“I have been performing Pe-
king opera all of my life,” Fang 
said. “I created a stir in Beijing 
when I acted the lead (male) role 
in ‘Three Battles with Zhang 

Yue’e.’  In Japan I am known as 
one of that country’s most be-
loved Peking opera stars.”

Born in Shanghai in 1942, 
Fang began studying Peking 
opera at the age of 4. She later 
enrolled at the Shanghai Dra-
matic School, where she stud-
ied with her sister-in-law, a 
renowned actress and skilled 
wu-dan, or woman warrior. 

Fang later studied with a 
male teacher and can play roles 
written for either sex. In Peking 
opera, roles are highly stylized 
and actors specialize in either 
playing men or women.

During the Cultural Revolu-
tion in the mid-60s, Chairman 
Mao’s wife, Madame Jiang 
Qing, picked the then 18-year-
old Fang to perform the female 
lead role in one of the country’s 
eight model operas, which were 
written to glorify the People’s 
Liberation Army and the brav-
ery of the common man. 

Overnight, she became a 
sensation in China. 

Fang won first prize in a 
competition for rising actors, 
then garnered praise from the 
master female impersonator 
Mei Lan-Fang for her perfor-
mance in “Fighting Thrice 

Against Chang Yeuh Wo.” Her 
performance in the “Flaming 
Phoenix” won acclaim at Ham-
burg’s International Drama Fes-
tival.

It was in 1988 that she and 
her husband moved to Wood-
haven and established the Qi 
Shu Fang Peking Opera Com-
pany.  

Her husband, Ding Meikui, 
is the company’s vice president 
and managing director. He 
comes from a family with four 
generations’ experience in Pe-
king opera. 

The Peking Opera Co.’s mis-
sion is to “foster a deeper cul-
tural understanding between 
East and West,” Fang said.  

Performances have taken 
place in all parts of the coun-
try, making history by staging 
a critically acclaimed complete 
performance of “The Women 
Generals of the Yang Family” 
at the New Victory Theatre on 
Broadway.  Just last year, the 
Peking Opera Festival took 
place at Flushing Town Hall 
where Fang had the leading 
role. 

“Next year,” Fang said, “I 
will be having the lead role in 
the Peking Opera Festival.”

Woodhaven resident Qi Shu Fang is the president and a performer of the 
Peking Opera Co. in New York.  Photo courtesy Peking Opera Co.

Meet Woodhaven’s Peking opera star
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ditional Christmas cook-
ies by mixing slivered 
almonds, butter, sugar, 
flour, baking power 
and vanilla extract. Al-
though at this point the 
class does more watch-
ing then doing, everyone 
gets to help shape the 
dough before baking. 

The student cooks 
finally get busy when 
preparation for the 
spanakopita, spinach 
pie, begins. Knives get 
cracking on chopping 
onions, scallions, leaf 
spinach and dill. The 
feta cheese is then bro-
ken by hand into small 
bits. 

As the class rolls on, 
participants spend time 
in the kitchen or around 
the dining room table 
prepping ingredients for 
the rest of the dishes. 

The menu includes 
Xoriatiki salata, Greek 
salad, of tomatoes, 
English cucumber, red 
onions, feta, Kalamata 
olives and a dressing of 
olive oil and red wine 
vinegar. 

Other dishes include 
keftedes with tzatziki, 
meatballs with cucum-
ber yogurt sauce, made 
with minced onions and 
fresh mint. To prepare 
the tzatziki, the cucum-
ber needs to be grated, 
then placed in a cheese-
cloth to remove the wa-
ter. 

The final entrée, 

shrimp with tomato and 
rice, was extremely la-
bor-intensive, so Econo-
mou did the dirty work 
of peeling and devein-
ing the shrimp prior to 
the start of class. 

The booklet pre-
pared for each work-
shop includes all of the 
recipes and an in-depth 
shopping guide for each 
meal. One of the best 
parts about these work-
shops, other than eating 
the food, is that students 
are encouraged to bring 
containers to take home 
the leftovers.

Besides the Greek 
class, other Queens 
workshops offered are 

Indian in Kew Gardens, 
Trinidadian in South 
Ozone Park and Argen-
tinian in Forest Hills. 
Most of the teachers of-
fer a vegetarian work-
shop of each class as 
well. 

“Taste of” work-
shops cost $95. The full 
“Immersion” ones run 
about $145. 

The League of Kitch-
ens website, www.
leagueof kitchens.com  
will provide all of the 
information including 
the menu, background 
of the instructors and 
how to sign up.

Continued from Page 37 

Kitchens

Sharon Ruwart gets to work chopping during a League of 
Kitchens Greek cooking class in East Elmhurst.  

Photo by Merle Exit

dience who would not 
normally attend a play, 
Gostkowski said. 

“And a lot of those 
people have become 
return patrons,” Gost-
kowski said. 

But even as the hunt 

for a new spot intensifies 
— and Gostkowksi hopes 
it will be in LIC — it will 
remain business as usu-
al at the Chain, which 
just wrapped up a two-
week run of “Wait Until 
Dark.”

Up next, a new version 
of last year’s Christmas 
offering, “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life: Radio Play,” and 
another new play compe-

tition, the Frost Festival. 
“I wanted to go out 

with a big hurrah,” Gost-
kowski said. “And I think 
we set out to do what we 
wanted to do, which was 
make an artistic impact 
in the community.”

Reach News Editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com.

Continued from Page 40 

Chain

Kirk Gostkowski (c) proposes to his long-time girlfriend and co-star Christina Elise Perry at 
the Nov. 7 curtain call for “Wait Until Dark.” Photo couretsy Kirk Gostkowski

Despina Economou shows the class how to prepare spanakopita during a 
League of Kitchens Greek cooking workshop in her East Elmhurst apartment. 

Photo by Merle Exit

Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lpac.nyc

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest” —  Rockaway Theatre 
Co. presents Dale Wasserman’s 
comedy-drama about a group of 
patients in a psychiatric hospital 
and the no-nonsense nurse 
running the place. 
When: Through Nov. 22, 
re, Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“The Pajama Game” — 
Parkside Players present the 
classic Broadway musical 
about a group of workers 
at the Sleep Tite Pajama 
Factory and their fi ght for a 
7 1/2 cents raise. 
When: Nov. 21 - Dec. 5
Where: Grace Lutheran 
Church, Union Turnpike and 
71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $20, $18/seniors
Contact: (516) 520-9474
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe” — 
Part of Queens Theatre 
Family Series, this musical 
adaptation of C. S. Lewis’ 
story is about four children 

who accidently wander into 
the land of Narnia through a 
magic wardrobe. 
When: Friday, Nov. 27, at 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $14, $12/members
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

“Timeless, the Mystery 
of the Dark Water” — 
Black Spectrum Theatre’s 
artistic director Carl Clay 
has written this thriller that 
promises to keep audience 
members on the edge of 
their seats. 
When: Through Nov. 22

Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 177 Baisley Blvd., St. 
Albans
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com

“To Kill a Mockingbird” — 
Harper Lee’s classic novel has 
been adapted for the stage by 
Christopher Sergel and directed 
by Rob Urbinati. 
When: Through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Continued from Page 38 

Theater

SCOUTING FOR A SHOW
Actors perform a scene from “To Kill a Mockingbird,” 
which runs at the Queens Theatre through this week-
end.  Photo by Dominick Totino
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TUSCAN TABLE
Prosciutto, Salami, Capacollo, Roasted Peppers, Peperoncino, Soppressata, Artisan Bread & Bread Sticks, Fresh 

Mozzarella & Vine Ripened Tomato, Fontina, Provolone, Mediterranean Olive Medley, Marinated Mushrooms & 

Artichokes, Herb Grilled Vegetables, Bruschetta, Tortellini Pasta Salad, Three Bean Salad, Beet & Onion Salad

HOT BUFFET
Slow Roasted Turkey with Sage Gravy, Traditional Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Orange Sauce, Mussels in Red 

Sauce, Stuffed Shells, Slice Stuffed Pork Loin with Apples & Raisins with Bourbon Glaze, Yams with Toasted 

Marshmallows, Sea Bass Stuffed with Crab Meat with Beurre Blanc Sauce, Herb Roasted Butternut Squash

MASHED POTATO BAR
Red Skinned Potato Mash with Sour Cream, Bacon, Cheddar, Parmesan Cheese, Gravy

CARVING STATIONS
Honey-Glazed Ham, Prime Rib with Rosemary Madeira Sauce

THE FAMOUS DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE

Come join us for an old-fashioned 

@Douglaston_Manor  @Douglaston Manor  or The Douglaston Manor

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH from 1–6pm
Adults: $49pp +TAX  (between 3 & 10 years old): $30pp +TAX

Thanksgiving Dinner
at

Call for Reservations

718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 

OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  

IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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DAY DATE EVENT - ACTIVITY TIME

Saturday 5th Informal Worship and Torah Study 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 6th Hebrew School Classes
Religious School Classes/Hanukkah Themes
Dance for Fitness with Joan Kavadlo-Cohen

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Friday 11th Shabbat Evening Service
A brief service followed by our Hanukkah Party 7:00 p.m.

Saturday 12th Informal Worship and Torah Study 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 13th Hebrew School Classes
Religious School Classes – Parent Education
Dance for Fitness with Joan Kavadlo-Cohen

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Friday 18th Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 19th Informal Worship and Torah Study 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 20th Hebrew School Classes
Religious School Classes

Dance for Fitness with Joan Kavadlo-Cohen
Lunch & Movie with Nancy Reghay

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:15 p.m.

Friday 25th Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 26th Informal Worship and Torah Study 10:30 p.m.

Sunday 27th No Hebrew or Religious School – Winter Recess
Dance for Fitness with Joan Kavadlo-Cohen

Book Club with Donna Ballard
11:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Friday 31st Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 p.m.

136-23 Sanford Ave, Flushing, NY 11355   |   718-961-0030   |   www.freesynagogueflushing.org

Michael Weisser, Rabbi     |     Alan J. Brava, Executive Director     |     Ed Schauder, President 

RSVP for all special events by calling (718) 961-0030 or via email at: freesynagogueoffice@yahoo.com

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
7:00 P.M. – 9:45 P.M.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE:
Shabbat Hanukkah Services,  
Menorah Lighting Ceremony
Magic Show, Sing-A-Long,  

Dancing, Face Painting and Sufganiot!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH
1:15 P.M.

SILENT MOVIE

Admission includes movies,  
light lunch and popcorn!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
2:00 P.M.

THE COFFEE TRADER BY DAVID LISS
Light refreshments will be served
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attended the meeting, had pe-
titioned the DOT for new traf-
fic calming measures on the 
streets in and around Astoria 
Park after 21-year-old Betty 
Jean DiBiasio was struck and 
killed in a hit-and-run while 
crossing Ditmars Avenue at 
19th Street in June. 

“We are grateful for Com-
missioner Trottenberg’s visit 
to Astoria to discuss these 
traffic safety measures,” 
Constantinides said. “Many 
traffic safety ideas about a va-
riety of streets were proposed 
by the DOT and community 
members at our traffic safety 
public planning session last 
month. We will be consider-
ing these proposals as a com-
prehensive traffic safety plan 
is drafted for all the streets 
surrounding Astoria Park to 
provide a safer environment 
for all park goers.”

The commissioner’s an-
nouncement puts an end to 
the proposal put forth in 
August by Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 

to close Shore Boulevard 
and turn it into a pedestrian 
walkway. Within days an 
online petition opposing the 
Simotas proposal appeared 
at Change.org and more than 
1,200 people signed on.

Peter Argyris, the Astoria 
resident who started the peti-
tion, presented copies to both 
Trottenberg and the DOT 
Queens Borough Commis-
sioner  Nicole Garcia during 
the Astoria Civic Association 
meeting. Simotas was in at-
tendence as well.

“I was glad for the oppor-
tunity to meet with Commis-
sioner Trottenberg and for her 
to hear directly from commu-
nity members about traffic 
safety in Astoria,” Simotas 
said. “There is a clear con-
sensus that something needs 
to be done to improve traf-
fic safety on the streets sur-
rounding Astoria Park. Now 
that we have brought atten-
tion to this pressing issue, I 
look forward to working with 
residents, my colleagues and 
the DOT towards a compre-
hensive safety plan for Asto-
ria Park that will best serve 
the needs of all Astorians.”

teams will have special vehi-
cles; long guns, including the 
M4 semiautomatic rifle; heavy 
vests and smartphone devices 
that will keep them updated 
on changing patterns, trends 
and threat analysis.

“We begin with the prem-
ise that, when dealing with 
these terrorists, that it’s all 
about kill , it’s not about nego-
tiate” Bratton said. “So, at all 
costs, our first obligation, our 
first response is to try to drive 
the speed of our actions to save 
as many lives as possible to 
basically diminish the threat, 
which means taking them out 
before they can kill others.”

The Critical Response Com-
mand will be part of an un-
precedented number of NYPD 
officers providing security for 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa-
rade and the elite squad will 
be at full strength in time for 
the New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion that will bring millions to 
Times Square.

The headquarters for the 
unit will be in the building 
that housed the old street 
crimes unit. It is currently 
being remodeled and will in-
clude state-of-the-art commu-
nications equipment.

The officers will be as-
signed to every precinct city-
wide. Each station house in 
Queens will get an additional 
police car with two of the offi-
cers on every tour of duty, ac-
cording to Bratton.

“So we have the added ben-
efit of a dedicated unity, and 
every precinct in the city gets 
more cops,” he said.

Before the squad was de-
ployed on the streets the com-
missioner told the volunteers 
that their assignment is now 
the most essential in the world 
of policing. Then he made 
them a promise.

“We will endeavor to keep 
you trained, to keep you 
equipped, to keep you focused 
- to protect this city, to pro-
tect each other, to protect the 
citizens of New York and the 
59 million visitors who come 
here each year to enjoy all that 
this city has to offer,” Bratton 
said.

Seenjan, who has two girls in 
elementary school. “We only 
have one computer at home 
and twice the homework so 
it takes longer to get work 
done.”

Carey said libraries that 
have lacked resources and 

those in dire need of repair 
will get help. 

Queens Library, which 
has 62 local community li-
braries, will be creating spe-
cial new outdoor spaces with 
greenery and spots where 
people can access free Wi-Fi 
connection or just relax and 
read.  

muter-rail lines, New Yorkers 
spend over six hours in transit 
a week, the longest commute 
of any large city in the nation. 
For residents of southeast 
Queens commuting to Man-
hattan that figure more than 
doubles to 15 hours a week.  

“It’s a tale of two cities,” 
Miller said during his opening 
remarks. 

Miller added that his tick-
et-price-reduction  plan would 
cost about $70 million to imple-
ment , while the MTA contends 
that the idea would lead the 
agency to lose $70 million in 
fares a year. 

Throughout the course 

of the hearing, DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg 
voiced caution about both the 
agencies’ political and finan-
cial restraints.

“There is a resource ques-
tion,” Trottenberg said. “I don’t 
think we have the comprehen-
sive blueprint for the next 30 
years tackling transit deserts.”  

Nevertheless, Trottenberg 
pledged that as the MTA’s capi-
tal plan goes to Albany, “we 
will have a fresh opportunity 
to tackle [funding] questions.”

“We’re trying to find so-
lutions that do not require 
decades of labor around in-
frastructure and billions in 
capital dollars,” Miller re-
sponded.  

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Howard Beach) 
made a similar argument in fa-

vor of reactivating the Long Is-
land Rail Road’s old Rockaway 
Branch Line. He said that plan 
would cost almost $2.5 billion 
less than Phase One of the Sec-
ond Avenue Subway and would 
provide more than twice the 
amount of track.

Goldfeder spoke wistfully 
of the days when the Rock-
away Line provided a 30-min-
ute, single-seat ride to Mid-
town Manhattan. “To this 
day,” Goldfeder said, “many of 
my older constituents, when I 
see them at rallies, will come 
up to me and tell me stories of 
their childhood and how they 
remember utilizing that line.”

The Rockaway Line was 
fully decommissioned in 1962 
and much of it has remained 
untouched for more than four 
decades.

drea Hirsh, the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer and General 
Counsel of the USTA.

“I represent half of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
including the interests of tens 
of thousands of my direct con-
stituents and of hundreds of 
thousands more who enjoy 
the Meadow and Willow Lakes 
area -- we deserve representa-
tion, and a say in how resourc-
es are allocated in our park,” 
Lancman said. “Public ap-
pointments, public resources 
and public parks aren’t plums 
to be awarded to political al-
lies.”

The mayor was dismissive 
of Lancman’s claim saying, 
“Ferreras-Copeland covers 
the majority of this park.”

On Tuesday, Lancman and 
several community leaders 
from neighborhoods that sur-
round the southern part of 
the park, gathered to blast the 
mayor while standing next to 
a map of the park. It showed 
that 47 percent of the park is 
in Lancman’s district while 
53 percent is in Ferrera-Cope-
land’s district.

“The mayor came into of-
fice with a vision to end the 
tale of two cities,” Lancman 
said. “What we have is a tale 
of two park systems. They get 
all the love and all the money 
while this one languishes. 
The northern end, with all its 
institutions like the World’s 
Fair, the Queens Museum and 
the New York Hall of Science, 
has always got the resources 
while the southern end always 
got the short end of the stick. 
Ninety-one percent of the fund-
ing goes to the northern end.”

Lancman said the board’s 
structure was negotiated in 
secret. 

“The negotiations went on 
for a year and I wasn’t privy 
to it,” he said. “I got a call last 
Thursday night saying this is 
how it’s going to happen.”

Lancman and de Blasio 
have crossed swords before. 
Lancman once called for a 
hearing to look into the de 
Blasio administration’s snow-
response efforts. He voted 
against the mayor’s pick to 
lead the Department of In-
vestigation, and when Lanc-
man backed Dan Garodnick 
(D-Manhattan) in the race for 
council speaker against de 
Blasio’s pick, Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan),  observ-
ers say it may have cost him a 
committee chairmanship.

But Lancman did not think 
that had anything to do with 
the current situation. 

“I’m an independent who 
speaks his mind and Julissa 
is a member of the Progressive 
Caucus, who are de Blasio’s 
allies in the City Council,” he 
said. “This was a political deci-
sion and it’s no secret that the 
mayor did not do well in these 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the southern end of the park.”

At Monday’s announce-
ment, Ferreras-Copeland re-
flected on her tough negotia-
tions with the USTA and her 
long fight to establish the con-
servancy to protect the park.

“As a young girl from Co-
rona this was the lungs of my 
community,” she said. “This 
is the park where I learned to 
ride my bike, where I learned 
to ice skate, and even where I 
went on my first date with my 
husband.”

Lancman was not im-
pressed.

“That’s beautiful,” he 

said dryly. “I grew up in Kew 
Gardens Hills. These are the 
parking lots where I learned 
to drive and I played touch 
football here when I went to PS 
164 just five blocks away. Look, 
we all have emotional memo-
ries, intimate memories about 
this park, but this is about the 
present. No representation 
and no voice disenfranchises 
hundreds of thousands of park 
users and that is inappropri-
ate.”

The mayor has said Ferre-
ras-Copeland’s leadership was 
essential in creation of the al-
liance, according to a spokes-
woman who added that the 
21st council district includes 
345 acres of useable parkland 
excluding lakes and inacces-
sible marshes. Lancman’s 24th 
council district includes 113 
acres of useable parkland.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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LEASING A 1999 OR NEWER NON-GM VEHICLE? 
SAVE $1,500 OFF A NEW CHEVROLET LEASE OR PURCHASE

Must show proof of current lease.  On select passenger or light duty trucks. Offer is transferable in household. Vehicle does not need to be traded in.  See dealer for details.

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�
NO  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT    

 

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

Stk# 1660, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, Rear 
Camera, Power Seat, Remote Start, 4G LTE. 1 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $79/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 24 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved 
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing
= $139 or $79 1st payment, $995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595

Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $3,576

MSRP ............................................... $22,475
EAST HILLS REBATE: ......................... - $980
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$2,500

$18,995 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$17,495

$139/MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# 1618, Reference# 37703, Auto, 2.5L V4, 
Remote Start, Rear Camera, WiFi. 7 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $109/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 24 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing 
=$169 or $109 1st payment, $995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 

Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $4,296

MSRP ............................................... $26,085
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,090
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,000

$21,995 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$20,495

$169/MONTH 
LEASE

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want. 
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional.

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

Service Loaner
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

Drop-Off Valet
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH EVERY VEHICLE:

EXCLUSIVE

Pricing excludes tax , title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expires 11/30/15.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

Stk# 16419, Reference# 37698, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 
Way Power Drivers Seat, Onstar. 1 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT AWD

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $219/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing

= $259 or $219 1st payment, $1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, 
$595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $10,491

MSRP ............................................... $38,935
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,935
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,894

$33,106 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$31,606

$259 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# 1623, Reference# 37695, Auto, 5.3L V8, 20” 
Wheels, 4G LTE, Heated Seats. 1 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT 4X4

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $559/month with $2,000 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing

= $609 or $559 1st payment, $3995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595
Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $24,141

MSRP ............................................... $63,320
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $4,325
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$1,000

$57,995 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $2,000
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$55,995

$609 /MONTH 
LEASE

TAHOE LT 4X4
Stk# 16205, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Power Drivers Seat. 1 Available!

- OR BUY FOR -

Or $119/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 24 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approve d
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing

= $179 or $119 1st payment, $1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595
Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $4,536

MSRP ............................................... $31,185
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,685
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,118

$26,382 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

$179 /MONTH 
LEASE

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWDEEQQUUIINNOOXX LLTT AAWWD
Stk# N151983S, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, 
Park Assist, remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available!

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $329/month with $500 Conquest Rebate. 
Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approve d
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing

= $339 or $329 1st payment, $1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595
Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Total Lease Payments: $13,611

MSRP ............................................... $47,105
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $3,610
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$5,500

$37,995 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$37,495

$339/MONTH 
LEASE

SILVERADO 15002015 
CHEVROLET

CREW CAB LT 4X4
SILVERAADDOO 1550002015

LEASING A 1999 OR NEWER NON-GM VEHICLE? 
$1,500 OFF A NEW CHEVROLET LEASE OR PURCHASE
.  On select passenger or light duty trucks. Offer is transferable in household. Vehicle does not need to be traded in.  See dealer for details.

�
NO

CRUZE LTCRUZE LT 2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT 2016 CHEVROLET T
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s celebrated a dif-
ferent kind of Veterans Day 
five days after the real thing.

The elder statesmen on a 
team filled with youth and 
inexperience combined for 25 
points in the second half to 
lead the St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team to a 75-53 victo-
ry over UMBC at Carnesecca 
Arena Monday. 

Graduate student Durand 
Johnson scored all 15 of his 
points after the break. Class-
mate Ron Mvouika netted 10 
of 16 in the second stanza, 
going a perfect 4-for-4 from 
3-point range in the game. 

“D.J. and Ron were big-
time tonight,” St. John’s 
coach Chris Mullin said. 
“They played like the leaders 
we need them to be.”

St. John’s was leading just 

33-31 early in the second half 
when Johnson, a Pittsburgh 
transfer, came alive. He 
scored eight straight points, 
including three consecu-
tive jumpers, to put the Red 
Storm up 41-34 with 13:42 to 
go in the game. The Missouri 
State-transfer Mvouika told 
Johnson at halftime to forget 
the first 20 minutes and play 
his game.  

“He said everything that 
I needed to hear and my con-
fidence went sky high and I 
just let the game come to me,” 
Johnson said. “I was able to 
makes shots off good passes.”

St. John’s used an 11-5 
spurt powered by Mvouika 
and Federico Mussini (18 
points, six assists) to push its 
lead to 60-45 with 4:30 to play. 
Yankuba Sima added eight 
points and nine rebounds 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King’s greatest 
luxury was its ticket to the 
championship game.

The Royals depth of talent 
at running back was on full 
display in a 41-7 romp over 
Fordham Prep in the CHSFL 
Class AA football semifinals 
last Saturday at Franklin K. 
Lane. Christ the King reached 
the title game for the first 
time since it won consecutive 
crowns in 2002-03.

“We just keep rotating, 
moving the ball and scoring,” 
said junior running back Sid-
diq Muhammad. 

Undefeated CK (11-0) split 
the rushing load between four 
main rushers and had three 
other kids carry the ball. 
Three found their way to the 
end zone, with Adrian Velez 
and Muhammad posting two 

scores each. Giovanni Paul-
Downie added a touchdown 
run in the first drive of the 
game. 

“It’s Running Back Univer-
sity,” said Velez, also a junior. 

It was Muhammad’s relent-
less running in the second 
quarter that allowed the Roy-
als to break free of Fordham 
Prep (7-3) after the teams 
played to a 7-7 stalemate after 
one quarter. He carried the 
ball 11 times for 156 yards, and 
his 30-yard scoring run up the 
middle put CK up for good at 
14-7, just three plays into the 
second quarter.

“He can run outside, inside,” 
CK coach Jason Down said. 
“He’s physical and he is a hard 
tackle and he got us going.”

Christ the King grabbed 
full control of the game after 
recovering a fumble at the 
Rams 19-yard line on the nets 

play. Four plays later David 
Navas threw a 19-yard touch-
down pass to Alex Miranda 
to make it 21-7 Royals with 
8:50 to go in the first half, dur-
ing a string of 34 unanswered 
points. 

While the Royals offense 
was running all over the field 
its defense shut down Ford-
ham Prep’s vaunted passing 
game. Lorenzo Worrell and 
Nicholas Hunter put pressure 
on Fordham signal caller Matt 
Valecce all game. Two promis-
ing Rams’ drives ended deep 
in CK territory. 

Garfield Hall intercepted 
Valecce, with Fordham at the 
Royals’ 27-yard line and down 
28-7 late in the second quar-
ter. Christ the King also got a 
fourth down stop up at its 15-
yard line in the fourth quarter. 
The Royals learned from their 

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50

Christ the King's Elyjah Campbell (l.) and David Navas celebrate a semifinals victory over Fordham Prep.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Ron Mvouika drives to the basket during NCAA basketball action 
between Wagner and St. John's University on Nov. 13. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Royals to ‘AA’ fi nals
Christ the King gets its fi rst shot at a crown in 12 years

Red Storm veterans 
fuel win vs. UMBC
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It was an emotional debut 
from start to finish for Chris 
Mullin.

As the St. John’s legend 
and Brooklyn native left for 
his first regular-season game 
as the school’s men’s basket-
ball coach, he turned to his 
wife Liz and said he had some 
jitters. What he didn’t get was 
sympathy  

“I told my wife, ‘Can you be-
lieve I’m nervous to coach this 
game,’” Mullin said. “She was 
like, you dragged us into this. 
Now go do your thing. She 
said, ‘I don’t want to hear it.’” 

Instead, what Mullin heard 
was the cheers of the early 
arrivals in what would be a 
crowd of 4,677 at Carnesecca 
Arena by the time he was in-
troduced before the game last 
Friday. The cheers became 
roars at the final buzzer of the 
Red Storm’s 66-57 victory over 
Wagner in its season opener, 
the first real game of the Mul-

lin era. 
“It was an emotional and 

anxious day,” said Mullin, a 
former star at Xaverian. 

The thrill of victory quick-
ly transitioned to immense 
pride and reflection as he 
walked into the stands behind 
the bench to greet his “Coach,” 
legendary St. John’s headman 
Lou Carnesecca, who he had 
been looking at throughout 
the game. It was 30 years ago 
that Mullin had been sitting 
on the very same bench, as 
Carnescca coached him. 

There were cracks in Mul-
lin’s voice postgame when 
talking about what that brief 
moment meant to him. He 
mentioned that in typical 
Carnesecca fashion, his for-
mer coach had made light of 
the situation, joking that Mul-
lin still looked sharp, but to 
be prepared for nights when 
your shirt is hanging out and 
your tie is undone. Carnesec-
ca gave him a thumbs-up, 
and Mullin kissed his former 
coach’s ring in reverence be-
fore heading back to the lock-
er room.  

“The guy has had such an 
influence on my life,” Mul-
lin said. “It’s just a blessing 
to have him there. He is still 
guiding me.” 

The start of Mullin’s ten-
ure guiding the Red Storm 
program hasn’t been a com-
plete fairy tale. Star freshman 
guard Marcus LoVett was 
ruled a partial academic qual-
ifier by the NCAA and unable 
to play this season. Just an 
hour before the game, it was 
announced that senior guard 
Felix Balamou is sidelined in-
definitely for an unspecified 

NCAA rule violation. And in 
its preseason opener, St. John’s 
lost by 32 points to Division II 
St. Thomas Aquinas.

None of that could spoil the 
first night that truly mattered. 
The coming season could be a 
struggle for a St. John’s team 
that has just two returning 
players in uniform, but for one 
night they were a winner and 
so was Mullin. 

“It feels good to get coach’s 
first win,” senior guard Du-
rand Johnson said. “We talk 
about every day coming in 
and getting better and we are 
a family and we laid one brick 
today.”

The belief is that it is the 
first of many for Mullin as he 
rebuilds the program. That 
process had a fitting first night 
from start to finish. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

St. John's coach Chris Mullin with his mentor, former St. John's coach Lou Carnasecca, after St. John's win 
over Wagner. Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm season gets off to a good start

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

The St. John’s women’s soc-
cer team was 12 minutes away 
from winning its first ever 

NCAA tournament match at 
Belson Stadium.

But Boston University took 
control in the second half, 
with Clare Pleuler netting the 

winner four minutes into the 
first overtime to lift the Terri-
ers to a 2-1 victory in the tour-
nament’s opening round last 
Saturday night.

“I thought it was a game of 
two halves in that we played 
very well to begin with,” Red 
Storm Coach Ian Stone said. 
“I’ll give Boston University a 
tremendous amount of credit, 
because I thought they battled 
tremendously hard and put a 
lot of pressure on us in the sec-
ond half and really dug a little 
bit deeper than we were able to 
tonight.”

St. John’s, the regular-sea-
son Big East champion, domi-
nated BU in the first portion of 
the match, generating the first 
10 shots of the match. Thanks 
to their pressure, the Red 
Storm opened the scoring with 
a goal from Jesse Schaefer in 
the 21st minute. 

But the second half was a 
different story. The Terriers 
came out of the locker room 
looking to tie the match, and 

they did in the 78th minute on 
a goal from Alexandra Cooper. 
BU, which outshot the Red 
Storm 12-6 in the second half, 
was able to play its style of soc-
cer after the break. 

“At half time we spoke 
about getting the game back to 
the first 20 minutes, where we 
dominating, playing our style 
of play,” said St. John’s red-
shirt senior Georgia Kearney-
Perry. “We tried to get back to 
that, there were glimpses of 
that in the second half. Soccer 
is soccer. Unfortunately, we 
didn’t get a win today.”

The Terriers created their 
first chance in overtime off 
the foot of Cooper in the 92nd 
minute and then, two minutes 
later, Pleuler ended it. 

Stone saw the loss as a 
learning experience for his 
team.

“I though Boston Univer-
sity showed us what it was 
about to fight and to scrap and 
to try and find a way,” he said. 
“I think individually, if our 

players can learn that lesson, 
it will make them better as 
soccer players.”

For Kearney-Perry playing 
a match in the NCAA Tourna-
ment at home, despite the loss, 
was one she will not forget. 

“It was amazing,” she said. 
“I couldn’t have wished for a 
better moment playing on Bel-
son. It was amazing, just to be 
back on the field for one last 
time. It was nice to take my 
cleats off on Belson.”

Through SJU lost, host-
ing an NCAA match at home 
showed the strides they have 
made as a program in the past 
four seasons, including two 
tournament berths. 

“I’m super proud and su-
per humbled about everything 
we’ve achieved individually, 
as a program, as a team over 
my five years here,” Kearney-
Perry said “It’s obviously very 
sad right now, but I’m really 
proud of everything this pro-
gram has done.”

St. John's defender Georgia Kearney-Perry scored the team's lone goal 
in its NCAA tournament loss to Boston University last Saturday.  

Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

Overtime goal brings SJU’s tourney bid to an end
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27-20 season opening win at 
Fordham and made a con-
scious effort to keep receivers 
Will Loffredo and Rory Allen 
from getting open. 

“We focus in on [Loffredo] 
and tried to take away the 
back shoulder throws,” Hall 
said. 

The complete perfor-
mance sends Christ the King 
to face Xavier in the champi-
onship game 2 p.m. Saturday 
at Mitchel Athletic Complex. 
CK won the regular season 

meeting between the two 
teams 21-15 Oct. 17.

It has been a steady climb 
back for CK over the last 
three years, reaching the 
‘AA’ playoffs for the first time 
since 2010 last season. There 
were championship aspira-
tions entering this year with 
members of a JV team that 
reached the “AAA” title game 
being added to a veteran core. 
Christ the King is now one 
win from fulfilling its goals. 
“I think we are going to win,” 
Muhammad said. “I know we 
are going to win.” 

BY GREGORY ALCALA

The last time out at Belson 
Stadium, Archbishop Molloy 
experienced the highest of 
highs when Jessie Rodrigues’ 
double-overtime goal crowned 
the team as city champions.

Less than a week later, back 
at Belson, that joy became a 
distant memory. 

Penalties and limited shots 
on goal doomed Molloy, while 
Chaminade took advantage of 
every offensive opportunity 
that presented itself to secure 
a 3-0 victory in the CHSAA 
Class AA boys’ soccer semi-
finals last Saturday night. It 
was the first loss of the season 
for Molloy (12-1-5).

The Flyers (17-2-2) wasted 
no time grabbing control of the 
game. In the fourth minute, 
Chaminade’s Alec Brutschin 
shot a sharp liner into the 
goal after receiving a perfect 
inside pass from Nicholas 
Lavinio, near the middle of the 
box. It’s this goal that Molloy 
Coach Andy Kostel believes 
changed the game. Just before 
the score, Molloy committed 
a costly foul, setting the stage 
for Chaminade to score the 
game’s first goal early in the 
first half. 

“If that first goal doesn’t 

happen, the game is 0-0 going 
into the second half,” Kostel 
said postgame. 

Early after the break, Ko-
stel’s club would commit an-
other foul when Chaminade’s 
Matthew Vowinkel was taken 
down on the right side of the 
box. It set up a penalty kick. 
Vowinkel drilled a shot to the 
top right corner of the net, giv-
ing Chaminade a comfortable 
2-0 lead.

According to Kostel, Mol-
loy’s strategy was to counter-
attack, and their offensive op-
portunities were nonexistent 
throughout this game. Chami-
nade dominated the ball, for the 
duration of the game and at cer-
tain points of the match, looked 
as if they had an extra man.

Rodrigues, one of Molloy’s 
best playmakers and goal 
scorers, was the target of dou-
ble teams from the Chaminde 
defense, whether he had pos-
session or not. It showed how 
much Molloy missed Kyle Hoff-
man’s presence in this game. 

Hoffman, who scored the 
winner in the diocesan semi-
finals, has a knack for creat-
ing opportunities offensively. 
He was out with an injury and 
his absence forced some of 
his teammates to play out of 
position. The loss ends a stel-

lar year for the Stanners, who 
won their first city title since 
2012.

“It’s tough when you lose 

one of your top players who 
you expected to have,” senior 
centerback Jack Mangin said. 
“We would’ve loved to have 

him out there, but either way, 
our heads are still high. We 
had a great season.”

Jack Mangin (l.) and his Archbishop Molloy team fell to St. Anthony's in the CHSAA Class state semifinals. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

Molloy falls to Flyers in state seminfi nals

and Christian Jones had seven 
points and seven boards for 
St. John’s. Joe Sherburne and 
Rodney Elliot tallied 16 points 
apiece for UMBC (0-2). 

The Johnnies were off to 
a 2-0 start to the Chris Mul-
lin Era as they headed into 
Rutgers visit to Carnesecca 
Arena Thursday. His club has 
shown the defensive intensity 
he preached before the year 
started, blocking 11 shots and 
sharing the ball like he has 
asked. St. John’s posted 15 as-

sists on 27 field goals. 
“We are starting to get a lit-

tle bit of rhythm,” Mullin said. 
“In the meantime, our team 
defense has been really solid.” 

His club’s biggest concern 
continues to be turnovers. St. 
John’s coughed up the ball 18 
times, leading to 13 UMBC 
points. The Golden Retriev-
ers took 15 more shots than 
the Johnnies, a product of too 
many empty possessions. 

“We have to clean that up, 
but the assists are going up,” 
Mullin said. “We have to get 
our turnovers down and we’ve 
got to get these guys off the of-

fensive rebounds. 
St. John’s, which led 29-17 

with 3:04 to play in the first 
half, missed a chance to pull 
away, thanks to two 3:00 scor-
ing droughts. The 3-pointers 
that fell earlier weren’t going 
down. UMBC was within sev-
en before a Mussini run before 
the halftime buzzer put the 
Red Storm up 31-22 going into 
the locker room. 

The club’s veterans eventu-
ally turned that around.

“We are the older guys. The 
younger guys need us,” Mvoui-
ka said. “My job is to lead. Our 
job is to lead.”  

SJU vetsRoyals
Continued from Page TKContinued from Page TK
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54


