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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The federal judge presiding 
over a case involving a supposed 
terror plot that two young Flush-
ing men and a Staten Island man 
had allegedly hatched, demanded 
last week that federal prosecu-
tors hand over non-classified evi-
dence in the case within the next 
60 days.

It has been several months 
since 20-year-old Munther Saleh 
from Bowne Street in Flushing; 
an unnamed co-conspirator, also 
from Flushing; and 21-year-old 
Fareed Mumani from Staten Is-
land were arrested and charged 
with conspiring and attempting to 
provide material support to ISIS 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

A Douglas Manor man 
who grew up fascinated 
with science fiction and 
fan memorabilia has just 
released a book he co-au-
thored based on his very 
own collection of Topps 
trading cards he collected 

as a kid.
“Back in the ‘70s and 

‘80s, before cell phones and 
computers — trading cards 
were really the only form 
of photo sharing,” author 
Robert Conte said. “That 
was the only inexpensive 
way to build a photo col-
lection back then. So trad-

ing cards have more of an 
impact on pop culture than 
one realizes.”

His book “Star Wars 
Topps trading cards, Vol-
ume 1” is an official Disney- 
and LucasFilm-sponsored 
Abrams ComicArts book 
that catalogues the story 

BY BILL PARRY

State lawmakers are calling on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign into 
law legislation that would stiffen 
fines and crack down on illegal 
car dealers known as “curbston-
ers,” who sell defective, damaged 
and stolen vehicles to unsuspect-
ing victims. 

Last week state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx) released “Curbston-
ing: Cost and Consequences,” an 
investigation into shady, unli-
censed dealers who pose as per-
sonal sellers and place advertise-
ments online, ultimately luring 
consumers with promises of inex-
pensive used cars, parked in pub-

BY GABRIEL ROM

Queens has the fewest number of food inse-
cure residents in New York City, according to a 
report from the New York City Coalition Against 
Hunger, while 11 percent of Queens children live 

Queens has the city’s fewest 
number of hungry residents

ROBERT CONTE
Photo by Tom Momberg

Terror case slow moving: Judge
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Prosecutors must 
hand over docs

Will Rosinsky, a firefighter from Ozone Park and former Giolden Gloves champ, is fighting on the undercard of 
a middeweight title fight this week at the Barclay Center. Photo by Gina Palermo

Moya calls for 
stiffer fi nes on 
illegal car sales

Book from a galaxy far, far away

A FIGHTING CHANCE

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Come to Bay Terrace 
for the following 

free events throughout 
the Holiday Season!
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

THE BAY TERRACE 
26th Ave. & Bell Boulevard 

Bayside, NY 11360

SEE OUR
AD ON 
PAGE 5
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45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202
Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!

Airbnb draws scrutiny 
in Long Island City
BY BILL PARRY

Controversy continues 
to swirl in and around Hunt-
er Point South Crossing, an 
affordable housing develop-
ment in Long Island City, 
where two tenants were 
found to have listed their 
government subsidized 
apartments on Airbnb, one 
of them for $500 a night. 

On Monday, City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) announced 
during a rally that he is 
drafting legislation to es-
tablish penalties for rent-
ers who exploit their tax-
subsidized unit for profit 
on Airbnb and other sites.

“It is unfair for New 
Yorkers to take advantage 
of their affordable housing 
units by trying to make 
a quick buck on sites like 
Airbnb,” Van Bramer said. 
“There are tens of thou-
sands of New Yorkers in 
need of affordable housing. 
We are here today to say to 
Airbnb and guilty renters 
who are trying to make a 
quick fortune off of rent-sta-
bilized apartments that you 
cannot continue operating 
illegally. If you do, we are 
going to find you and hold 
you accountable. Together 
with increased fines and 
tough enforcement we can 
protect the city’s precious 
affordable housing stock 
and hold Airbnb account-
able for allowing illegal ac-
tivity on their site.”

Van Bramer is also call-
ing on the Mayor’s Office of 
Special Enforcement to use 
its resources to investigate 
instances of illegal hotel 
use in rent-regulated and 
rent-stabilized buildings. 
Related Companies, which 
manages the building, said 
it has “zero tolerance”and 
residents found to be in 
violation of the rent-stabi-
lization  law will lose their 
lease.

“Airbnb has no current 
listings in the building,” 
An Airbnb spokesman said. 
“As our recent Public Policy 

Compact outlined, we are 
eager to work with public 
officials in New York City 
to craft sensible home shar-
ing laws that allow families 
to share their home.”

When Hunters Point 
South Crossing opened 
last year, a city-record of 
92,700 people entered the 
lottery to live in one of its 
925 rent-stabilized apart-
ments. Nearly 50 people 
who came up short in that 
lottery joined Van Bramer 
at the rally Monday shout-
ing “stop illegal hotels” and 
held signs that said “Airb-
nb Bad for NY” and “Your 
Business is a Parasite.”

“It is hard to afford to 
live in New York City and 
now that is made worse 
by websites like Airbnb,” 
Fatima Fernandez said. “I 
am a single mother of three 
beautiful children. I work 
very hard to make sure I 
can provide for my chil-
dren. Aside from food on 
the table, nothing is more 
important than making 
sure they have a safe place 
to live in.”

Fernandez said she ap-
plied to get into 20 different 
affordable housing build-
ings around the city and 

was rejected each time. She 
choked back tears while 
speaking of the many thou-
sands of New Yorkers who 
share her situation.

“So, when I heard that 
Airbnb was helping people 
turn these apartments 
into illegal hotel rooms 
and charging people $500 
a night to stay over, I was 
angry,” Fernandez said. 
“Right here, we can see 
that in reality Airbnb is 
hurting working class New 
Yorkers.”

Anthony Novola, a resi-
dent in Hunters Point South 
Crossing, directed his an-
ger not at Airbnb but at his 
neighbors who listed their 
apartments on the site.

“We all knew the rules 
when we moved in,” Novola 
said. “I don’t like it. I think 
they should be evicted. Bet-
ter yet, they should prob-
ably lock them up. That 
would surely set an ex-
ample so it doesn’t happen 
again.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Fatima Fernandez (c.), a single mother of three children, tells 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer of her anger over tax-subsidized 
apartments listed on Airbnb. Photo by Bill Parry
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3Bayside pushback on school pays off
SCA decides to scrap plan to build on Jewish Center site after elected offi cials express their opposition

BY TOM MOMBERG

The School Construc-
tion Authority has offi-
cially withdrawn its plan to 
build a new high school in 
Bayside.

The city agency an-
nounced Tuesday it would 
rescind its contract to pur-
chase the Bayside Jewish 
Center along with its plans 
to build, ending a contro-
versy that has fanned grow-
ing frustration  since it was 
first proposed in May.

“In addition to building 
great schools that foster a 
welcoming environment 
for our students and fami-
lies, we are laser focused 
on identifying appropriate 
locations to increase capac-
ity in a city where space is 
at a premium,” SCA Presi-
dent Lorraine Grillo said 
in a statement. “Unfortu-
nately, we have been unable 
to reach a consensus with 
Bayside residents and local 
elected officials on our pro-
posed development site for 
a new high school in their 

neighborhood. The propos-
al will not be moving for-
ward; however, we remain 
committed to addressing 
overcrowding communi-

ties face.”
The SCA’s announce-

ment came just days after 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) staged a rally out-

side the Jewish Center last 
Saturday, calling on the 
mayor to help the commu-
nity prevent a 739-seat high 
school from being built on 
the site.

“I am elated that SCA 
has come to its senses and 
realized that this project 
did not make sense – I only 
wish they had made this 
decision sooner,” Avella 
said in a statement after the 
announcement to scrap the 
plan was announced.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) sent a 
letter to Grillo last Friday, 
asking her to rescind the 
agency’s agreement to pur-
chase the property.

The proposal to build a 
structure on the 1.2-acre 
Jewish center lot, 203-05 
32nd Ave., struck nerves 
with many nearby resi-
dents. After numerous ral-
lies and calls to local of-
ficials by members of the 
community, their message 
prevailed.

“This is the power of 
our community coming to-

gether — our elected repre-
sentatives listening to and 
uniting with their constitu-
ents, and the SCA taking its 
first step in learning from 
this example,” Northwest 
Bayside Civic Association 
President Chadney Spen-
cer said.

Community Board 11 
voted 31-1 in opposition to 
the SCA’s proposal, putting 
the needs of Bayside over 
the priorities of the agen-
cy’s five-year capital plan 
for new construction.  The 
SCA has funding for 4,045 
out of the 8,500 school seats 
it has identified as needed 
in the entire borough.

The plan was set to go 
before the City Council for 
a review and vote in the 
coming month. Vallone, 
who previously supported 
the plan to help the SCA de-
cide what kind of specialty 
school could be housed at 
the site, said he would op-
pose the plan following the 
CB 11 board’s vote.

Neighborhood residents 
and community board 

members claimed the size 
of the site would lead to 
the design of a structure 
that towered over the sur-
rounding homes, while in-
creased bus and car traffic 
on 32nd Avenue, along with 
little provision for park-
ing, would worsen gridlock 
traffic.

“My fellow council 
members stood with me in 
their opposition, which left 
the SCA with no alternative 
course of action but to with-
draw from their proposal,” 
Vallone said in a statement. 
“Our office stands ready to 
discuss future educational 
opportunities for our chil-
dren and a site selection 
process that is open to the 
community from day one.”

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), along with Avel-
la, who plans to reintroduce 
legislation in January to 
reform the SCA’s site selec-
tion process, all urged Gril-
lo to rescind the contract to 
purchase the site early on.

State Sen. Toney Avella hosts a rally calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio 
to use his political clout to block an SCA proposal to build a new 
high school in Bayside. Photo by Michael Shain

Assemblyman Miller wants bus route on defunct rail tracks
BY GABRIEL ROM

 
Buses on rail tracks?
That’s the idea behind 

a proposal from state As-
semblyman Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) that would 
put an express, or Select 
Bus Service, route along 
the abandoned Rockaway 
Rail line. 

The plan, which Miller 
advanced this past Satur-
day at the monthly Wood-
haven Residents’ Block As-
sociation meeting, comes 
on the heels of a separate 
announcement that Select 
Bus Service along Wood-
haven-Cross Bay Blvd. will 
be postponed to make time 
for more community dis-
cussion.

Miller’s proposal puts 
him in the middle of a 
pitched debate over the in-
creasingly complex fate of a 
single stretch of rail track. 
At a Nov. 13 City Council 

Transportation Commit-
tee meeting, a number of 
competing proposals for 
the now-defunct line were 
floated. U.S. Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D-Manhattan) put 
his political muscle behind 
Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder’s (D-Rockaway Beach) 
plan to reactivate the line, 

while Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale) 
proposed a light-rail solu-
tion on the tracks. Environ-
mental advocates have also 
rallied to turn the line into 
an elevated park called the 
QueensWay project.

Alex Blenkinsopp, 
spokesman for the block 

association, said the group 
has long opposed both the 
QueensWay biking and 
jogging paths and Gold-
feder’s Rockaway Rail plan, 
contending that the exist-
ing right-of-way along the 
Rockaway line should be 
maintained. But in a major 
shift the association re-
acted with “overwhelming 
support” for Miller’s  bus 
proposal.

Blenkinsopp added that 
putting a bus line on the 
elevated route would uti-
lize the line for transporta-
tion while also being less 
intrusive for Woodhaven 
residents than the other 
proposals.

“Buses will be less noisy 
than a train and will al-
low for more privacy than 
a park where people can 
stroll in our backyards,” 
he said. “At least, at first 
blush, there are plenty of 
clear advantages.”

Martin Colberg, the as-
sociation’s president, was 
similarly enthusiastic 
about Miller’s plan.

“We took a quick survey 
and everyone was unani-
mous that it was a good 
idea,” Colberg said. “We 
are hoping someone from 
DOT can at least entertain 
the idea.”

Colberg said the ques-
tion for him is not whether 
something needs to be 
done to alleviate transit 
problems in the area, but 
whether the Department of 
Transportation’s SBS plans 
had to be accepted as-is 
without alterations. 

“Something needs to be 
done, we understand that,” 
Colberg said. “But the pro-
posals that were coming 
out just seemed rushed and 
poorly thought out, but that 
seems to be changing.”

Indeed, the DOT’s post-
ponement of its SBS plans 

as well as a newly scheduled 
meeting Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 
118 in Woodhaven, between 
the DOT and local lead-
ers are both widely seen as 
signs that community push 
back is having an effect. 
According to the DOT, it is 
planning to perform a ro-
bust amount of community 
outreach about Woodhaven-
Cross Bay SBS service and 
hopes to start construction 
in the next few years. Neil 
Giannelli, a staffer for state 
Sen. Joe Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach), called the news 
a “victory” for the commu-
nity.

“We have been very vo-
cal with our hesitations 
regarding this SBS propos-
al,” Addabbo said in a state-
ment. “I am truly grateful 
that both DOT and MTA 
have listened to our con-
cerns and are willing not to 
rush the project along.”

The Department of Transportation has postponed Select Bus 
Service along Woodhaven Blvd. until 2017.
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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ALL American Tag Sales
Estate Liquidation

Estate/Tag Sales
Cleanouts/Donation Hauling

Junk Removal/Snow Removal

www.allamericantagsales.com
516-521-8816

Group wants LGA shuttle Willets mall appeal 
is heading to court 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
A transit advocacy or-

ganization has released a 
study concluding that the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s Q70 bus 
line could be converted 
into a free LaGuardia Air-
port subway shuttle that 
would attract thousands of 
riders and could be intro-
duced immediately, prob-
ably at no net cost to the 
MTA.

The Riders Alliance 
report recommended turn-
ing the Q70 into a free shut-
tle bus, renaming it the 
“Free LaGuardia Subway 
Shuttle” and implement-
ing basic traveler-friendly 
improvements such as 
10-minute departure inter-
vals, countdown clocks at 
bus stops along with clear 
signage at LaGuardia and 
the bus stops as well as 
on-board signs showing 
which airlines operate at 
which terminals.

The Q70 now connects 
LaGuardia terminals 
with the E, F, M, R and 
No. 7 trains at 74th Street-
Roosevelt Avenue and with 
the Long Island Rail Road 
at Woodside, running on 
the highway and making 
no local stops. The Riders 
Alliance recommended 
keeping the route intact 
but converting the service 
into a free shuttle.

The MTA took a dim 
view of the alliance’s pro-
posal.

“At the end of the day, 
there is simply zero evi-
dence that making it a free 
shuttle would increase rid-
ership on subways to the 
point it would make the 
shuttle self-sustaining,” 
said Kevin Ortiz, a spokes-
man for the MTA. 

The Riders Alliance 
said a survey it conducted 
showed: 12.5 percent of 
people going to or from 
LaGuardia now use public 
transit.

49 percent said they 
would use public transit if 
there were a free shuttle to 
the subway.

85 percent of people on 
the Q70 bus already trans-
fer to or from the subway, 

meaning that their Q70 
ride is a free transfer that 
brings no revenue to the 
MTA.

If only 1 percent more 
travelers chose public 
transit, the new revenue 
would more than offset the 
cost of making the bus free 
for the riders who are not 
already getting a free ride. 

“We wholeheartedly 
disagree with the premise 
that this could all be done 
at no cost to the MTA,” 
Ortiz said.   “First of all, 
one-fourth of riders do not 
come from the subway and 
don’t use the free transfer, 
and thus we would lose 
money on one out of every 
four customers under their 

plan.”
 Precedent from Bos-

ton found that making the 
airport shuttle a free trip 
increased ridership by 18 
percent in just one year, 
the alliance said.

 But Ortiz cautioned 
that “if ridership would 
continue to grow on the 
route to the level they 
claim, we would have to 
add service and that costs 
money.”

In 2014 the Q70 carried 
3,419 riders on an average 
weekday and 1,185, 485 rid-
ers total in a year. An 18 
percent increase compara-
ble to Boston’s would bring 
another 213,000 LaGuardia 
travelers to public transit.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
After an appellate court 

ruled in July that the Wil-
lets West mega-mall pro-
posal could not proceed 
without state legislative 
approval, the Court of Ap-
peals has announced that it 
will hear an appeal by the 
developer.

In February 2014, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, Willets 
Point United and nearby 
residents and business 
owners, filed a lawsuit 
challenging the transfer 
of 47 acres of Queens park-
land worth roughly $1 bil-
lion to build the mega-mall 
adjacent to Citi Field.

In a unanimous deci-
sion, the Appellate Division 
of the First Judicial Depart-
ment granted injunctive re-
lief, declaring that the de-
velopment must be halted 
because it would be built on 
parkland and thus need the 
backing of the state Legis-

lature.
The Queens Develop-

ment Group, the developer, 
said it was confident that 
the court would allow the 
project to continue.

“We are extremely grat-
ified by the New York State 
Court of Appeals’ decision 
to hear our appeal, which 
brings us one step closer 
to completing this unprec-
edented, private $3 billion 
investment in Queens and 
reversing 100 years of pol-
lution while creating thou-
sands of good-paying jobs,” 
the company said in a state-
ment. “We are confident 
that when we make our 
case, the court will approve 
the bold vision that has al-
ready won support from the 
City Council, the local com-
munity board and many 
other stakeholders.”

The Willets West mall 
is part of the Queens Devel-
opment Group’s $3 billion 
redevelopment of Willets 
Point into a new neighbor-
hood with commercial, re-
tail and residential space.

Converting the Q70 bus into a free shuttle from the 74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue subway station 
to LaGuardia terminal is being proposed by a transit group. 

This rendering shows what the proposed development would look 
like. Courtesy Queens Development Group

Report issued says Q70 bus could be converted to free service



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, N
OV. 29, 2015

5

Come to Bay Terrace 
for the following 

free events throughout 
the Holiday Season!
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
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Saturday, December 5  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 19  10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 20  10:00 am – 5:00 pm

$	
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&
Sunday, December 6  6:00 pm

 ���	����&&��'��	�#
Sunday, December 6  10:00 am – 4 pm
Sunday, December 13  10:00 am – 4 pm
Sunday, December 20  10:00 am – 4 pm
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Park now reopened
Ribbon-cutting at Oakland Lake follows restoration

MTA to start fi xing 
Flushing rail station 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Oakland Lake, which 
has been open again for a 
few weeks now following 
drainage of the lake and 
major reconstruction of 
the pathways around it, 
was commemorated with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Monday afternoon—cel-
ebrating what elected of-
ficials call one of Queens’ 
“hidden gems.”

“After one year of con-
struction, we are thrilled 
to open up this beautiful 
area, so everyone can en-
joy (it) this fall. You can 
see how spectacular this 
lake looks,” city Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver said. “The walk 
around this lake is equally 
spectacular.”

The City Council al-
located $500,000 for the 
project and the borough 
president’s office put up 
$1.1 million.

The city Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
broke ground on the re-
construction project last 
summer after strong advo-
cacy by Community Board 
11 and local civics. They 
urged former Councilman 
Mark Weprin and former 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall to allocate funds 
to deal with annual flood-
ing issues.

“We thank Mark We-
prin and Helen Marshall 
for getting these balls 
rolling, and we appreciate 

that it takes time in gov-
ernment,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“But we are so honored to 
have great elected officials 
who really take care of the 
level of government they 
are at.”

Katz praised local offi-
cials for the Oakland Lake 
project, including We-
prin’s successor, Council-
man-elect Barry Groden-
chik, who while working 
in Katz’ administration as 
the director of community 
boards and parks, helped 
her allocate more than $32 
million to rebuild parks in 
the borough.

Oakland Lake itself is a 
15,000-year-old spring-fed 
glacial kettle pond and is 

located within Alley Pond 
Park, which is in part why 
it had so many flooding 
problems. There are also 
several species of fish that 
make the lake their home, 
giving residents the ability 
to fish, catch and release.

The Parks Department 
and the city Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection completed a $2.5 
million capital improve-
ment project on the lake in 
2011, which restored and 
repaired the park perim-
eters, lake shoreline, ra-
vines and side slopes. They 
also planted thousands of 
new trees, providing re-
spite to several species of 
migratory birds.

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) issued a state-
ment before the ribbon-
cutting, saying he was 
boycotting the ceremony 
to bring attention to the 
decade-long delay in con-
struction of the comfort 
station at Little Bay Park, 
where the parking lot was 
finished over the summer.

“While I am pleased 
that Oakland Lake has 
received the necessary 
upgrades to its paths and 
drainage areas, I cannot in 
good conscience attend a 
ribbon cutting to celebrate 
this opening when Little 
Bay Park remains with-
out the long promised and 
necessary facility,” Avella 
said.

BY MADINA TOURE

The long-anticipated 
Flushing LIRR station ren-
ovation project will start in 
spring 2016, according to 
the MTA.

The $16.5 million proj-
ect for the Flushing-Main 
Street station on Main 
Street and 41st Avenue will 
consist of the installation 
of an elevator for each plat-
form to make the station 
wheelchair-accessible, new 
staircases, platform rail-
ings, better lighting and 
other safety measures. 

At Community Board 
7’s district service cabinet 
meeting at the Queens Bo-
tanical Gardens Nov. 20, 
Hector Garcia, government 
relations specialist for the 
MTA LIRR, said the agency 
is hoping to award a con-
tract in January and that 
construction will likely 
start around March 2016.

In the meantime, the 
MTA is working on a small-
er project involving the re-

placement of the handrails 
on the platform, which will 
start in late December or 
January, Garcia said. 

The station currently 
has one entrance off Main 
Street for the eastbound 
side and another off 40th 
Road for the westbound 
side.

“A lot of people don’t 
know it’s there,” Garcia 
said about the 40th Road 
entrance. “It’s hard to find. 
It’s very congested to get to 
it.”

The agency used emi-
nent domain to obtain a 
property at 40-36 Main St. 
owned by Ou Jiang Super-
market, where the elevator 
for New York-bound pas-
sengers would be built. 

Garcia said the super-
market should be leaving 
by the end of December. 

He said the agency plans 
to address the dumping 
and graffiti that take place 
in the “dark, dingy” alley-
way where the entrance is 
located.

Elected officials and Community Board 11 leaders join the city Department of Parks and 
Recreation in the ceremonial ribbon cutting following a year of reconstruction and drainage at 
Oakland Lake. Photo by Tom Momberg

The renovation of the Flushing-Main Street LIRR station will begin 
in the spring. Photo by Madina Toure
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

MON. DEC. 7th

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM
Il Fornetto

2902 Emmons Avenue

TUES. DEC. 8th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

THUR. DEC. 10th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

FRI. DEC. 11th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.
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lic spots all over the city. 
Consumers are left with 
no recourse after making 
street-side cash deals.

“Curbstoners use public 
streets as their own person-
al showrooms,” Moya said. 
“Curbstoners monopoliz-
ing parking spots create ad-
ditional traffic congestion 
and sell dangerous vehicles 
to unsuspecting customers 
with impunity. They are 
untaxed and unregulated 
and they should be unwel-
come in New York. After 
many years of advocating 
on this important traffic 
safety and consumer pro-
tection issue, I’m glad to see 
that is getting the attention 
it deserves. The Curbston-
ing Bill, which is on Gov. 
Cuomo’s desk right now, 
would stop curbstoners in 
their tracks.”

Their report revealed 
that nearly 470,000 curb-
stoned vehicles are sold in 
New York annually, leav-
ing hundreds of thousands 
of potentially hazardous 

or defective vehicles in 
the hands of unsuspect-
ing buyers. It is estimated 
that curbstoning costs the 
city and state nearly $56.4 
million per year in lost tax 
revenue, in addition to the 
multitude of tickets, fines, 
registration fees and asso-
ciated costs of vehicle own-
ership that go unpaid by 
the shady salesmen.

According to the report, 
with more than one-in-four 
classified ads for cars on 
websites such as Craig-
slist likely being placed by 
a curbstoner, consumers 
looking to save money by 
purchasing a used vehicle 
are at an incredible dis-
advantage and in need of 
stronger protection under 
the law. The Curbstoner 
Bill would quadruple fines 
from $1,000 to $4,010,  passed 
the legislature this year.

Because curbstoners 
operate outside the law, 
they are unregulated and 
untaxed, leaving the state 
with no way of knowing if 
the cheap cars dumped on 
consumers are safe, or even 
legally owned. Curbstoners 
often acquire damaged or 

totaled cars that have been 
salvaged, conduct minimal 
repairs to give the vehicles 
the appearance that they 
are safe and operational, 
and then sell them quickly 
by offering them at prices 
that are well below the Kel-
ley Blue Book value.

“The curbstoner caught 
in our investigation parked 
20 cars in a residential 
neighborhood that were 
uninsured, and then tossed 
tickets and ditched plates 
to avoid paying fines,” 
Klein said. “The VIN num-
ber of one of the cars an 
investigator was shown 
did not check out, leaving 
any potential buyer with 
no way to know whether 
this vehicle was damaged 
or even stolen. This is ex-
traordinarily distressing. 
We need this legislation to 
become law so we can of-
fer stronger protections to 
New York consumers and 
drive these shady dealers 
out of business.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

as well as with assaulting 
and conspiring to assault 
federal officers, according 
to federal prosecutors. 

Both of the named de-
fendants’ attorneys said it 
was a long and slow process 
to get evidence, including 
non-classified evidence, 
from the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Brooklyn. Federal 
prosecutors said it prom-
ised to be a long and com-
plex case.

At a hearing in Brook-
lyn Nov. 19, U.S. District 
Judge Margo Brodie said, 
“Because these defendants 
are incarcerated, they need 
to prepare for their case. 
I need you to at least give 
the unclassified [evidence] 
as soon as possible. I would 
like to see the case move 
forward in some fashion.”

In court, Saleh looked 
older than his 20 years due 
to a longer beard, while 
Mumuni looked much 
younger and appeared to 
have a friendly relationship 
with his attorney. Anthony 

Ricco. 
Saleh’s father, Tony 

Saleh, said the case had 
been frustrating and a long 
process.

According to the federal 
indictment, prosecutors 
and investigators said all 
three suspects expressed 
support for ISIS, the Islam-
ic terrorist group. Saleh 
and Mumuni are alleged 
to have conspired to carry 
out an attack in the United 
States, including plotting 
the use of a pressure-cooker 
bomb in the metropolitan 
area on behalf of ISIS. On 
June 13, Saleh and another 
individual were arrested in 
Queens, accused of having 
charged at a federal officer 
while armed with knives. 
On June 17, during the ex-
ecution of a search war-
rant, Mumuni was arrested 
after repeatedly stabbing 
an FBI agent in the torso 
with a knife, which did not 
penetrate the agent’s body 
armor, according to court 
records.

A federal investiga-
tion into Munther Saleh, 
an American citizen who 
was studying electrical cir-

cuitry at Vaughn College 
of Aeronautics and Tech-
nology in East Elmhurst, 
along with one unnamed 
conspirators, revealed that 
Saleh had been planning 
to attack various city land-
marks on behalf of ISIS, 
according to the criminal 
complaint.

Federal prosecutors said 
in the criminal complaint 
that Saleh allegedly looked 
at images of city tourist at-
tractions for targets and 
searched online for materi-
als to build a bomb. He al-
legedly translated Islamic 
State propaganda into Eng-
lish and expressed support 
on Twitter for the Charlie 
Hebdo attack in Paris and 
the shooting outside a Mo-
hammad cartoon contest in 
Texas.

If convicted, Saleh faces 
a maximum sentence of 65 
years imprisonment and 
Mumuni 85 years impris-
onment.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 
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9Tabone joins Smith in Pennsylvania prison
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Former Queens GOP 
Vice Chairman Vincent Ta-
bone, who was convicted of 
fraud, bribery and witness 
tampering, joined fellow  
co-conspirator former state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith last 
Friday in a Pennsylvania 
federal prison, according 
to U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
records. 

The records showed Ta-
bone was registered inmate 
number 68385-054 at the 
federal prison Lewisberg in 
Pa. He followed Smith to do 
time for his role in an elab-
orate scheme to get Smith, 
a former Democratic major-
ity leader in Albany, a spot 
on the Republican line in 
the November 2013 mayoral 
race. 

 Lewisburg is a high-
security federal facility 
that houses a total of 1,785 
inmates.

In July, Tabone was sen-

tenced to 3½   years in prison 
and one year of parole for 
bribery, fraud and witness 
tampering by U.S. District 
Judge Kenneth Karas, who 
presided over the four-week 
political corruption trial in 
February in federal court 
in White Plains.

In the bribery and fraud 
caper that took place from 
November 2012 through 
April 2013, Smith, Tabone 
and former City Council-
man Daniel Halloran par-
ticipated in two overlap-
ping corruption plots that 
involved the payment of 
bribes to obtain a Wilson-
Pakula certificate, a way 
to run for office on another 
party line. Halloran, who 
represented northeast 
Queens, has begun serving 
a 10-year prison term, fol-
lowing his conviction in a 
separate trial.

Smith was first elected 
to the state Senate in No-
vember 2000 in the district 
covering Jamaica and sur-

rounding neighborhoods. 
He served as the Senate’s 
minority and majority 
leader and acting lieuten-
ant governor.

Tabone accepted a 
$25,000 bribe in a dimly 
lit SUV parked in front of 
a Manhattan restaurant 
and agreed to take another 
$25,000 after his commit-
tee authorized Smith to 
compete in the Republican 
primary.  Joseph Savino, 
the chairman of the Bronx 
Republican Party similarly 
accepted a $15,000 cash 
bribe and agreed to accept 
another $15,000 after he 
voted to authorize Smith 
to compete for the Repub-
lican ticket, trial testimo-
ny showed. In return for 
his efforts in negotiating 
the bribes, Halloran took 
$15,500 as a down payment 
and expected to be appoint-
ed first deputy mayor if 
Smith was elected mayor.

Additionally, Tabone 
was convicted of witness 

tampering when he at-
tempted to persuade former 
Queens County Republican 
Party Chairman Philip Ra-
gusa not to testify against 
him.

He authorized the pay-
ment of $110,000 in cash 
bribes for Queens Republi-
can Party leaders, includ-
ing Tabone, to allow him 
to run for mayor on the Re-
publican ticket, according 
to testimony at the trial. 
Smith also agreed to use 
his influence to help steer 
almost $500,000 in state 
funds to an undercover 
FBI agent and a cooperat-
ing witness for a real estate 
project in Spring Valley in 
exchange for paying bribes 
on his behalf.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Vincent Tabone, former vice chairman of the Queens Republican 
Party, surrendered to a federal prison in Pennsylvania last 
week on bribery, fraud and witness tampering conviction. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig
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of “Star Wars Episode IV: 
A New Hope” through a 
complete series of Topps 
trading cards that came 
out in bubble gum packs 
coinciding with the origi-
nal movie release.

The introduction and 
commentary for the book 
were written by Gary 
Gerani of Topps Co. — the 
creator, editor and writer 
of hundreds of trading 
cards.

Now the first of four vol-
umes of books cataloguing 
the renowned Star Wars 
fan-memorabilia has been 
released in time for Dis-
ney’s December release of 
“Star Wars Episode VII: 
The Force Awakens.”

Over the next few 
years, Conte and Gerani 
also plan to release vol-
umes cataloguing the 
trading cards from Epi-
sodes V and VI, as well 
as “Star Wars Galaxy” as 
the fourth volume, which 
would include the work of 
hundreds of artists who 
drew different interpreta-

tions of all the Star Wars 
characters.

Conte, a Long Island 
native and Queens resi-
dent of 20 years, said it is 
exciting to work with the 
creator of the Topps card 
series and to meet many of 
the people involved in one 
of his all-time favorite sci-
ence-fiction series as they 
return to make another 
movie.

A comic book store 
owner for several years, 
Conte said he was glad he 
held on to all his memora-
bilia because now he has a 
project that he loves.

“I was fortunate 
enough to have had the 
intuition to put my cards 
away ... and look where we 
are today — those cards 
and stickers have now 
been made into a book,” 
Conte said.

As a young man, Conte 
dropped out of college to 
contribute to Revolution-
ary Comics’ “New Kids 
on the Block” series and 
from there continued on 
a project-by-project career 
based in comics and fan 
fiction. 

He said he has al-

ways wanted to go back 
to school, but his geeky 
quirks have given him a 
place in the ever-evolving 
media industry centered 
on science-fiction, com-
ics and superheroes. The 
characters of those intel-
lectual properties have be-
come multi-generational 
— something Conte shares 
with his own children and 
continues to inspire gen-
erations to come.

“It’s always fun to put 
your passion into some-
thing,” Conte said. “Peo-
ple always say, ‘Oh, that 
must be your dream job.’ 
I don’t see it as a job. I’m 
very blessed to use my 
knowledge and expertise, 
and the stuff I collected so 
long ago — and actually 
make a living.”

Conte’s upcoming book 
signings are scheduled for 
Dec. 12 at Fourth World 
Comics in Smithtown, L.I. 
and for Dec. 16 at Book 
Revue in Huntington Sta-
tion, L.I. Conte said he 
will also contribute to an 
event at Strand Books, 828 
Broadway, in Manhattan 
sometime in December. 

Visit http://www.

Continued from Page 1 

Star Wars
in food insecure homes, 
considerably lower than 
the citywide rate of one-in-
five children. 

With just over 190,000 
food insecure residents, or 
about 9 percent of the bor-
ough’s population, Queens’ 
hunger numbers are dra-
matically lower than those 
for Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and the Bronx. Staten Is-
land was not included in 
the report.

The report also found 
that almost half of all peo-
ple receiving food assis-
tance in New York City are 
employed.

Between 2012 and 2014 
450,000 city residents lived 
in households that included 
at least one person work-
ing but were food insecure, 
leading to what Joel Berg, 
the executive director of 
the Coalition, has called 
“an epidemic of working 
people’s hunger.”

The report was released 
Tuesday by the nonprofit 
organization, which works 
with government at all lev-

els.
Citywide, around 1.4 

million people live in food 
insecure households, a 
number that has not budged 
much since 2009, when the 
economic recession was 
formally declared over.

According to another 
estimate from Triada 
Stampas, vice president for 
research and public affairs 
for Food Bank For New 
York City, 13.3 percent of 
Queens residents, or about 
300,000 people, suffer from 
food insecurity. The city 
average is 16.5 percent.

While the numbers are 
encouraging for Queens, 
elected officials were ada-
mant that work still re-
mains. 

“It is shameful when a 
person who is working a full 
day of work cannot afford 
food for their family,” state 
Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said. “The report 
issued by the New York City 
Coalition Against Hunger 
should be a wake-up call to 
all of us, especially so close 
to Thanksgiving. As we 
gather around our dining 
room tables, let us appreci-
ate the fortunes we have, 

but also think of those who 
have not. 

“One person going hun-
gry is one too many, and 
yet we have one million 
New York State residents—
including many children—
living in households where 
at least one person was 
working, but could not af-
ford enough food,”she said. 
“It is time to end hunger in 
New York state.”

Yet between December 
2012 and September 2015, 
participation in New York 
City’s  Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program— 
or SNAP — dropped from 
1.89 million to 1.69 million, 
an 11 percent reduction. 
Over the same period, the 
average SNAP food stamp 
benefit in New York City 
declined from $162 per per-
son per month to about $148 
per person per month.

In Queens, results of the 
Coalition Against Hunger’s 
survey of  food pantries and 
soup kitchens found that 39 
percent of the respondents 
reported not having enough 
food to meet current de-
mand, while 88 percent re-
ported being affected by the 
SNAP cuts.

Continued from Page 1 

Hunger
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