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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Moments after officially stand-
ing alone atop the PSAL’s coach-
ing-wins list, Ron Naclerio got up 
on a chair to address the stand-
ing-room only crowd celebrating 
with him at Benjamin Cardozo.

When he started coaching the 
Judges boys’ basketball team in 
1981, he never imagined being at 
his alma mater for 35 seasons and 
racking up a league-record 723 
wins. 

Naclerio, who was a ball boy 
for the Knicks, dreamed of one 
day coaching at St. John’s—his 
other former school—or even the 
NBA. While those opportunities 
never materialized, that no lon-
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside will be see-
ing red Saturday when a 
charity organization com-
prised of nine neighbor-
hood restaurants and pubs 
will present its fourth an-
nual Santathon. 

Sunnyside’s Boulevard 
Bars is expecting nearly 
600 participants to dress 
up as Santa Claus and 
purchase a $10 wristband 
which will entitle them to 
drink specials beginning 
at 3 p.m. In the past three 
years, the event has raised 

over $20,000 for children’s 
toys for the holidays.

“It keeps getting bigger 
and bigger,” Bar 43 co-own-
er Nick Murphy said. “It’s 
not like the Santathon in 
Manhattan that gets out of 
hand every year. Everyone 
knows it’s for kids so no one 

BY GABRIEL ROM

It’s not a matter of whether 
Select Bus Service will come to 
Woodhaven Boulevard but rather 
when and how. 

That much was made clear at 
a standing-room-only meeting 
between DOT Queens Commis-
sioner Nicole Garcia and Wood-
haven residents, civic leaders and 
politicians, including  state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach) and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Miller (D-Woodhaven). But 
questions over how much commu-
nity input the DOT will take into 
consideration remained unclear.

The special town hall meet-
ing was organized by the Greater 
Woodhaven Development Cor-

BY MADINA TOURE

The city said it will continue to push for afford-
able housing at Willets Point regardless of the out-
come of an appeal by the developer of a megamall 
that is part of the $3 billion project.

De Blasio stands behind 
Willets Point housing plan

Woodhaven
lukewarm on
select buses

Naclerio sets coaching record

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10
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Santas heading to Sunnyside

Cardozo win puts 
him fi rst in PSAL

Revelers pack the Courtyard Ale 
House during last year’s Santathon 
fund-raising event in Sunnyside. 

Photo courtesy Boulevard Bars

At Citi Field, more than 300 employees from Bloomberg Business and the Mets team up to assemble 1,000 
bikes to be given to needy kids this Christmas. Alana Karnofsjy (r) and Sandra Lee built these BMX bikes all day 
long.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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STEM CELL HAIR
REGROWTH SPECIALISTS

WELLNESS MED ART  116-16 Queens Blvd, Suite #202 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375

$100 OFF of your procedure with this ad

718.872.6465 | info@haircellsplus.com | wellnessmedart.com
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and hair transplant!
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that need cash for 
their business NOW!

 Cash in 24 Hours
 No Middleman
 Apply Directly

Call Now 
866-88GETCASH

▲
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Get from $1000 
to $1 Million Today!

KAHN
You build it. We fund it.

Flushing Bay cleanup 
begins with dredging

BY MADINA TOURE

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers officials gave 
lawmakers and reporters 
a boat tour of the ongoing 
dredging project in the 
Flushing Bay Monday af-
ternoon. 

Col. David Caldwell, 
the official overseeing the 
project, led the tour on a 
vessel that departed from 
the World’s Fair Marina 
in Flushing and traveled 
to the dredging site off the 
eastern side of LaGuardia 
Airport. Riders got to see 
the big bucket on the end of 
the dredge’s crane go down 
in the water, pull up the dirt 
and put it into a barge. 

“We have survey ves-
sels that go out and we sur-
vey the area to try to make 
sure it’s safe and then on 
a periodic basis, we try to 
dredge the different navi-
gation channels as need-
ed,” Caldwell said. “That 
way we’re using taxpayer 
money as responsibly as we 
can.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said it was 
her first time witnessing 
the project.

“This is something that 
the Army Corps has obvi-
ously taken the lead on and 
we’re very thankful for all 
their hard work,” Meng 
said. 

In September, the Army 
Corps awarded a $12.1 mil-
lion contract to Donjon Ma-
rine Co. to perform main-
tenance dredging of the 
Flushing Bay and Creek. 

The contract entails 
deepening the naviga-
tion channel—the Federal 
Channel, which runs along 
the length of the Flushing 
Bay—to about 15 feet and 
removing 166,170 cubic 
yards of sediment from the 
water.  

The project, which start-
ed in October and will con-
clude ahead of schedule by 
Dec. 26, was about 52 per-
cent complete as of No. 25. 
No accidents occurred over 
roughly 2,400 man hours. 
The dredging will allow 

ships and boats to better 
navigate through Flush-
ing Bay and improve trade, 
commerce, recreation and 
public safety.

“It’s not just maintain-
ing the federal channel but 
also restoring it back to 
what it was decades if not 
centuries ago and I think 
that’s something that who-
ever resides or does busi-
ness there is going to appre-
ciate,” U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 

Officials showed riders 
old barges that form blocks 
floating around in the bay 
that the Army Corps cleans 
up on a regular basis. 
Caldwell said petroleum 
products and combined 
sewer outfalls contaminate 
the soil in the navigation 
channel. 

But he explained that the 
Army Corps is authorized 
by Congress to spend feder-
al taxpayer money to main-
tain the federal navigation 
channel, not the concerns 
of mom-and-pop marinas 
and businesses in Flushing 
and College Point. 

“If somebody is posi-
tioned right along there, 

absolutely they’ll benefit a 
little more than somebody 
that’s not positioned right 
along the channel, but that 
just happens to be the prox-
imity of where their busi-
ness is to the channel and 
nothing more than that,” 
he said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said she has 
lived in the area for many 
years and had not seen the 
project before.

“It’s got to help the com-
munity,” Stavisky said. “It’s 
got to help environmentally 
but also economically.”

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said the 
project is crucial to im-
proving the area’s quality 
of life. 

“Before we develop 
Flushing West, we’re talk-
ing about building 2,000 
apartments around here 
along the river, but who 
wants to live here if it 
smells terrible?” Koo said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (r) speaks ahead of the tour of dredging 
in the Flushing Bay alongside State Sen. Toby Stavisky. 

Photo by Madina Toure
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3Homeless veterans head to Hollis
Rita Stark’s buildings to become permanent housing for service members: City  

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Less than a month after south-
east Queens residents testified at 
a City Council hearing against 
bringing additional shelters or 
supportive housing into their 
neighborhoods, the Hollis resi-
dential buildings on Hollis Av-
enue, the site of protests almost 
every Saturday since May, have 
become a permanent residence 
for homeless veterans, the city 
said

 Elected officials and com-
munity members have gathered 
outside the six buildings at 202-02 
to 202-24 Hollis Avenue for more 
than six months on weekends to 
rally against more shelters com-
ing to their part of the borough.

In February President Ba-
rack Obama laid down a national 
mayoral challenge to end veteran 
homelessness in American cities, 
Mayor Bill di Blasio signed up 
for the ambitious challenge and 
created a Veteran Affairs unit to 

solve the problem of homeless vet-
erans in the city by Dec. 31. 

According to city data from 
2014, there are almost 2,000 home-
less veterans either in the shelter 
system or living in the streets 
across the city.

Asked about plans for the Hol-
lis buildings owned by Queens 
landlord Rita Starks, the Human 
Resources Administration said 
the city planned to place home-
less vets in the apartments.

 “We are working on making 

this permanent affordable hous-
ing for veterans as part of the na-
tional effort to end homelessness 
for veterans,” HRA Deputy Com-
missioner David Neustadt said. 

According to HRA, homeless 
veterans have a few options for 
permanent housing: They can ei-
ther sign a direct lease with the 
property owner or find suitable 
housing through a nonprofit that 
has a master lease with a land-
lord. The rent can be paid through 
either subsidized income, a cash 
assistance program or their own 
personal income, but each case is 
different. 

Anthony Rivers, spokesman 
of People for the Neighborhood, 
a community advocacy group, 
said it was outrageous that the 
city failed to alert the commu-
nity, even after elected officials 
and residents at the City Council 
hearing asked the HRA commis-
sioner to look into the matter be-
fore utilizing the properties on 
Hollis Avenue. 

People for the Neighborhood 
has been protesting against the 
site turning into another home-
less shelter with other communi-
ty members and elected officials. 

The issue at hand is six empty 
properties owned by Stark, who 
owns other properties in the 
borough. Stark leased the Hollis 
properties last year to Bluestone 
Group, which has a history of 
reaching deals with nonprofit 
and city agencies behind closed 
doors. 

“No one is against homeless 
shelter or supportive housing,” 
Rivers said. “But we have more 
than our fair share.” 

Out of the 22 homeless shelters 
in the borough, more than 10 of 
them are located across south-
eastern Queens, according to data 
from the Department of Homeless 
Services.  

Saying elected officials have 
not taken an aggressive stand, he 
warned “the city is treading on 
some thin ice here.”

Anthony Rivers from People for the Neighborhood took photos of a city van  car-
rying homeless vets parked outside the Hollis site where residents have pro-
tested against homeless shelters since May.  Photo by Anthony Rivers

Frat brothers will be tried in Michael Deng’s hazing death
BY MADINA TOURE

 
After a preliminary hearing 

Monday in the trial of five Ba-
ruch College Pi Delta Psi fraterni-
ty brothers charged in the hazing 
death of Oakland Gardens resi-
dent Michael Deng, 19, a Pennsyl-
vania judge ruled Tuesday that 
there is enough evidence to pro-
ceed with a trial.

Deng died in December 2013 
after he was blindfolded, forced 
to carry a heavy backpack across 
the frozen ground and tackled in 
the Asian fraternity’s “glass ceil-
ing” hazing ritual in Pennsyl-
vania, according to the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police.

The five fraternity members—
Charles Lai, Kenny Kwan, Ray-
mond Lam, Daniel Li and Sheldon 
Wong—had appeared before Mag-
isterial District Judge Richard 
S. Claypool in Pocono Pines, Pa. 
Oct. 22, according to the Magiste-
rial District Court.

They were charged with mur-
der, aggravated assault, hinder-
ing prosecution, involuntary 

manslaughter, simple assault, 
hazing and conspiracy, the court 
said.

The purpose of the hearing be-
fore Claypool in Stroudsburg, Pa., 
was to establish probable cause to 
proceed with the case, according 
to Todd Greenberg, the lawyer 
representing Lam.

Greenberg said the judge de-
termined that the case should 

proceed.
The prosecution’s witness, 

Daniel Li, the former president 
of Baruch’s chapter, testified 
at the hearing in Stroudsburg, 
Greenberg said. Pocono Moun-
tain Regional Police Detective 
Robert Miller, among the officers 
who brought the charges, and Wi-
eslaw Niemoczynski, the lawyer 
representing the fraternity, also 

testified.
Niemoczysnki, Miller and 

James Swetz, the lawyer repre-
senting Lai, could not be reached 
for comment.

“In a very basic sense, he (Li) 
testified that there was this rit-
ual of the glass ceiling, which is 
meant to show the pledges of the 
fraternity how tough life is and 
the discrimination they will expe-
rience and how to meet that head-
on and get past that,” Greenberg 
said. 

Deng was knocked uncon-
scious and authorities said there 
was a 90-minute delay before fra-
ternity members sought medical 
assistance.

Lai and Kwan were also 
charged with possession of a con-
trolled substance and drug para-
phernalia, the court said.

The court said 36 fraternity 
members and the fraternity it-
self face charges including as-
sault, criminal conspiracy and 
homicide, but not all of them were 
charged with murder and aggra-
vated assault.

Robert Saurman, the lawyer 
representing Kwan, said that 
when Li testified, he made it ap-
pear as though he was not in-
volved, which Saurman said he 
does not believe. 

But Saurman said there were 
not “hours and hours” between 
the incident and Deng being 
taken to the hospital, contending 
that there was at most a one-hour 
interval. 

“Mr. Li said that Mr. Deng... 
was snoring so he thought he 
was fine and went to bed,” Saur-
man said. “So the idea that these 
young men—all in their teens and 
20s—should have known that this 
was an emergency medical situa-
tion at the outset was shown to be 
ludicrous by that testimony.”

Kwan and Lam each posted 
$500,000 bails, according to their 
lawyers. The court said Wong 
posted $500,000 bail and that Li 
posted $150,000 bail. It is unclear 
whether Lai posted $500,000 bail.

Pocono Mountain Regional Police Chief Chris Wagner (r.) speaks at a news con-
ference at the police station in Pocono Summit, Pa. in September. 

Photo by Michael Rubinkam/AP
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For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202
Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

Violent attacks vex Jackson Heights
NYPD Hate Crimes Unit investigating two separate LGBT assaults that occurred over weekend

BY BILL PARRY

The Jackson Heights LGBT 
community is reeling and begin-
ning to mobilize following two 
separate and vicious attacks this 
week. .

Just after midnight Monday 
morning,, a 23-year-old gay man 
was chased, kicked and beaten 
with a pipe, sexually assaulted 
and robbed by three men yelling 
anti-gay slurs near 83rd Street 
and 37th Avenue, according to 
police. The suspects fled and the 
victim was hospitalized.

Early Sunday morning, a 
35-year-old transgender woman 
was viciously beaten on 93rd 
Street near 37th Place, police 
said. The victim was attacked fol-
lowing an argument with a man 
outside her apartment around 4 
a.m. and her head was repeatedly 
slammed into the sidewalk and 
curb, police said. The suspect fled 
north on 93rd Street and EMS 
took the victim to Elmhurst Hos-

pital Center in critical condition.
The NYPD Hate Crimes Task 

Force was called in to investigate 
both attacks. After determining 
the victim knew her attacker, po-
lice say the case is now being in-
vestigated as a domestic assault.  
The sexual assault of the gay man 
is still being investigated as a hate 
crime, according to the NYPD.

“I am shocked and outraged by 
these two atrocities that occurred 
just hours apart,” City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “The survivors 
of these attacks may have been 
targeted because of their sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 
If true, these attacks are attempts 
to strike fear in the heart of the 

LGBT community and the neigh-
borhood at large. We will not tol-
erate hate.”

On Tuesday evening, trans-
gender activists rallied on 90th 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue be-
fore marching to the scene of the 
woman’s attack. Earlier in the 
day they visited her and reported 
some improvement.

“She was speaking for the first 
time since they took her off life 
support,” rally organizer Jenni-
fer Louise Lopez said. “The doc-
tor said it’s a very good sign, a 
first step to recovery.”

Bianey Garcia-D la O, an or-
ganizer with Make the Road New 
York, disputed the NYPD’s find-
ing after talking with the vic-
tim,, 

“She told me she didn’t know 
her attacker and that she knows 
it was a hate crime,” Garcia-D la 
O said. “We are demanding a stop 
to hate crimes against transgen-
ders.”

Lopez, the executive direc-

tor of Everything Transgender 
in NYC, promised more rallies 
would be held “to keep the pres-
sure on the NYPD and the DA” 
until an arrest is made. The sus-
pect was described by investiga-
tors as a Hispanic man age 30 to 
35. He is described as 5-foot-8 and 
200 pounds and he was wearing a 
black hoodie and dark pants, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

State Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) said he 
was both saddened and appalled 
by the two attacks. 

“There is no space for violence 
in our community and such abhor-
rent behavior will not be tolerat-
ed,” he said. “In Jackson Heights, 
we pride ourselves on our culture 
of diversity and acceptance, We 
must never let hate or violence 
win out over tolerance and peace-
ful resolution of differences. We 
must always remain committed 
to maintaining the peace and cul-
ture of acceptance for which our 
community is known.”

Members of Everything Transgender in NYC and Make the Road New York rally 
against a brutal attack on a transgender woman. Photo by Bill Parry
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Visit your local branch
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Q44 Select Bus Service 
route starts in Flushing

BY MADINA TOURE

Riders, elected officials 
and community leaders 
have expressed mixed re-
actions to the rollout of the 
new Q44 Select Bus Service 
route.

The Q44 SBS, which re-
placed the Q44 limited bus 
route from Merrick Bou-
levard in Jamaica to the 
Bronx Zoo, started Nov. 29 
and serves 42,000 commut-
ers daily. 

The city Department 
of Transportation and 
the MTA have held public 
workshops and open houses 
to solicit feedback from the 
community.

“This newest route 
will connect two major 
transportation hubs, from 
Flushing to Jamaica, and 
improve the commute for 
tens of thousands of rid-
ers,” DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg said in a 
statement. 

In September, Commu-
nity Board 7 voted against 
the SBS proposal.

“They (DOT, MTA) 
haven’t been working with 
us at all,” Gene Kelty, CB7’s 
chairman, said

The route includes off-
board fare collection and 
dedicated bus lanes. Riders 
have to either insert their 
MetroCard or coins in a 
machine to get a ticket. 

Flushing resident Una 
Hayes, who was waiting 
for the SBS at the bus stop 
on Main Street and 38th 
Avenue, said “there were 
so many people trying to 
get on but they couldn’t get 
on.” 

Jamaica resident Denise 
Richardson, 60, who takes 
the Q44 on 165th Street and 
Archer Avenue daily, said 
there are no MTA reps at 
that bus stop and people 
were confused about the 
ticket process. 

But she acknowledged 
that her trip is faster with 
the SBS, although she won-
dered about the rush-hour 
period. 

“I know they’re just try-
ing it for an experiment, but 
we’ll see,” Richardson said.

Lisa Schreibman, a bus 

ambassador from New York 
City Transit, said the SBS 
runs every eight minutes 
during weekdays.

“We’ve got lots of cus-
tomers who are using (SBS) 
and the bus drivers are 
cooperative,” Schreibman 
said.

As part of the project, 
the DOT resurfaced 3.5 
lane miles of Main Street 
and will build pedestrian 
medians throughout the 
route. 

The DOT also has a bus 
lane camera program to 
keep the bus lane free of 
other vehicles for riders, 
but there is a 60-day warn-
ing period for new camera 
installations.

In a Nov. 24 letter, Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz asked for clarity on 
the bus-lane camera pro-
gram before it is imple-
mented, noting that people 
may stop in lanes for legiti-
mate reasons such as mak-
ing a right turn, loading 
and unloading a passenger 
and moving into a parking 
space.

Her concerns included 
DOT staff reviewing foot-
age and uneven enforce-
ment of violations.

A DOT spokeswoman 
said camera enforcement 
will begin in early 2016 and 

that the number of viola-
tions has increased as the 
city has installed more bus 
lanes cameras.

The spokeswoman also 
said that at individual cam-
era locations, violations 
have dropped between 33 
percent and 87 percent for 
different routes between 
2014 and 2015. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said it is 
unclear when drivers can 
use the bus lanes. 

“My office is still wait-
ing for clarification to this 
discrepancy, but to be safe 
I advise drivers to steer 
clear of the bus lanes un-
less making a right turn or 
parking,” Koo said.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) noted that 
11 bus routes converge on 
Main Street from Kissena 
to Northern Boulevard, 
along with casino buses. 

“This is an area where 
people have been injured 
and I’m afraid it’s going to 
get worse,” she said. 

John Choe, executive di-
rector of the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce, 
commended the agencies 
for offering multi-language 
pamphlets but suggested 
loading zones for business-
es. 

MTA reps are stationed at stops to assist riders using Select Bus 
Service for the first time.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Woodhaven fl ags burned
Hindu residence targeted in suspected hate crime

Planned Parenthood 
LIC facility is secure

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
The Queens Hindu community is 

on edge as police look for a possible 
hate-crime suspect who allegedly 
torched dozens of Hindu flags set 
up in the front yard of a Woodhaven 
early Thanksgiving morning. Law-
makers, civic leaders and a national 
Hindu group strongly condemned 
the crime.

According to a security video 
released by the police, the suspect 
entered the front yard of a house on 
80th Street and 89th Avenue around 
1:20 a.m. and set fire to around 40 
Jhandi flags before fleeing south on 
80th Street. There were no injuries.

The suspect is described as an 
adult male, wearing a three-quar-
ter-length jacket and baseball cap 
and pulling a medium-size travel 
bag, police said.

The Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association, which first reported 
the crime, said on its Facebook page 
that the FDNY quickly extinguished 
the blaze.

“Clearly this is a disturbing act 
and we’d like the police to find and 
question this man,” the civic group 
said.

“The burning of these Hindu 
flags near someone’s home is an 
unacceptable act of hatred that our 
community will not tolerate,” said 
state Sen. Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. (D-
Howard Beach). “Queens is one of 
the most diverse places in the world, 
and we as a borough should be ex-
tremely proud of that. My support is 
with the family whose culture and 
beliefs were targeted by this inexpli-
cable crime and I thank the NYPD 
for not only naming this a hate 
crime, but for working diligently to 
ensure those responsible for this act 
are brought to justice.”

Jhandi flags bear the pictures of 
different deities and are a common 
sight around Hindu homes.

“Crimes which target religious 
expression are hate crimes and 
should be treated as such,” said 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (D-Ozone 
Park). “We simply cannot tolerate 
any form of religious persecution.”

National Hindu community lead-
er Rajan Zed released a statement 

urging Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to contact the 
Queens-area Hindu community to 
reassure them. According to Zed, 
who is president of Universal Soci-
ety of Hinduism, Hindus across the 
country have faced an uptick in hate 
crimes in recent months. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by 
e-mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The charred remnants of the burnt Jhandi flags, which are often hung upon bamboo 
poles. Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

In the aftermath of last 
week’s Planned Parenthood 
shooting in Colorado, ad-
ministrators at the Diane L. 
Max Health Center in Long 
Island City are reviewing 
their safety protocols and 
security measures. 

The state-of-the-art 
Planned Parenthood facil-
ity, the only one in the bor-
ough, opened in September 
with plenty of security 
built into the location at 21-
41 45th Road in the Court 
Square neighborhood, 
according to Christina 
Chang, vice president of 
public affairs for Planned 
Parenthood NYC.

“We haven’t done any-
thing extra since the trage-
dy because we’re confident 
that our security system 
is as strong as possible to 
ensure the safety of our pa-
tients and our staff,” Chang 
said. “We have spoken with 
local law enforcement and 

they’ve been very support-
ive. They posted a squad car 
in front of the health center 
on Monday and they’ve in-
creased their patrols.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced Monday that the 
state is launching new se-
curity measures. The State 
Police began increased 
patrols at more than 60 
Planned Parenthood clin-
ics and locations through-
out New York to assist with 
security and emergency 
planning measures.

“Friday’s shooting at 
a Planned Parenthood 
clinic was a senseless act 
of violence that has left us 
shocked and heartbroken,” 
Cuomo said. “While we are 
still learning more about 
what led to this horrendous 
attack in Colorado, we are 
taking appropriate precau-
tions and doing everything 
possible to prevent similar 
tragedies from taking place 
in our state.”

Planned Parenthood NYC trusts the security features at their Long 
Island City health center following a deadly shooting in Colorado. 

Photo courtesy PPNYC
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HOLIDAY�HOURS
NOVEMBER�����

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

22

11am - 8pm

23

10am - 9:30pm

24

10am - 9:30pm

25

10am - 9:30pm

26
6pm - 2am Friday 

Thanksgiving
Day 

27
8am -10pm 
Black Friday

28

9am - 10pm

DECEMBER�����

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOV 29

11am - 8pm

NOV 30

10am - 9:30pm

1

10am - 9:30pm

2

10am - 9:30pm

3

10am - 9:30pm

4

10am - 9:30pm

5

9am - 11pm

6

11am - 9pm

7

10am - 9:30pm

8

10am - 9:30pm

9

10am - 9:30pm

10

10am - 9:30pm

11

10am - 10pm

12

9am - 11pm

13

10am - 10pm

14

9am - 10pm

15

9am - 10pm

16

9am - 10pm

17

9am - 10pm

18

9am - 11pm

19

8am - Midnight

20

10am - 11pm

21

9am - 11pm

22

9am - 11pm

23

9am - Midnight

24
8am - 7pm 

Christmas Eve

25
Closed

Christmas
Day

26

9am - 10pm

27

11am - 9pm

28

10am - 10pm

29

10am - 10pm

30

10am - 10pm

31
10am - 7pm 
New Year’s Eve

JAN 1
10am - 7pm 

New Year’s Day

Department Store & Restaurant Hours May Vary.

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR HOLIDAY SALES AND EVENTS
QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS. TEXT CONCIERGE 718.690.3222  |  Download our FREE App
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gets out of line.”
Courtyard Ale House, 

Maggie Mae’s, Arriba Ar-
riba, McGuinness’s Saloon, 
Molly Blooms, Sidetracks 
and The Gaslight are all 
taking part. So is Jack’s 
Fire Dept., which unlike 
the others is not on or near 
Queens Boulevard.

Jack’s Fire Dept., locat-

ed at 39-46 Skillman Ave., is 
owned two brothers, Brian 
and Jim McGowan, both 
firefighters in the FDNY. 

“It’s a pretty big deal for 
us because it brings a bunch 
of new faces down from the 
boulevard each year,” Bri-
an McGowan said. 

In addition to the San-
tathon fund-raiser, the 
McGowans are also run-
ning a 50/50 raffle and 
are contributing a por-
tion of their sales from the 
Thanksgiving to Dec. 19 

span to raise money for a 
wounded warrior. He is a 
Marine who lost his legs in 
Iraq.

“We want to send him 
and his family on a vaca-
tion to Aruba,” McGowan 
said. “It’s the least we can 
do.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

ger matters to Naclerio, he 
told all those who watched 
him set the mark with an 
88-72 win over Francis Lew-
is Tuesday night. 

“I’ve realized in the 
last couple of days that the 
break that I probably really 
got was the break I didn’t 
realize, the fact that I was 
able to coach at Cardozo,” 
he said. 

That stroke of luck be-
came a historic one after 
the 58-year-old Naclerio 
passed the mark of 722 
victories set by the re-
tired Charles Granby, who 
coached at Campus Magnet 
(formally Andrew Jackson) 
for 45 years. 

“You have to be good for 
a long, long time,” Naclerio 
said. “You have to be lucky. 
I’ve been blessed with play-
ers that have let me coach 
them up.” 

Tuesday night’s win 
also put him third on the 
all-time list in New York 
state, behind Archbishop 
Molloy’s Jack Curran (972), 
who died in 2013 and East 
Hampton’s Ed Petrie (754), 
who retired in 2010. 

“This is big for him,” 
said Duane Causwell, his 
former player who enjoyed 
11 seasons in the NBA. “I 
saw him before the game 
and I said, ‘Naclerio, you 
are looking more nervous 
than the first time we 
played Jackson.’”

Not much has changed 
about Naclero since he be-
gan, other than the fact 
that he’s had just one losing 
season since he went 1-12 
his first year. He coached 
the milestone game in his 
traditional orange Cardozo 
polo shirt and blue Judges 
sweat pants. There were 

veins popping, a sprint 
down the bench after a bad 
call and plenty of teaching. 

Naclerio got on star 
Rashond Salnave (19 
points) for shooting too ear-
ly to end the third quarter, 
leading to a Lewis hoop. He 
pulled aside sophomore De-
javaughn Utley in the clos-
ing seconds to correct him 
and give him words of en-
couragement. Things like 
that are one of the reasons 
why so many former play-
ers hold him in such high 
regard. 

“Not many people can 
say that one man changed 
their life around when they 
were growing up,” Salnave 
said.

Prior to coaching Na-
clerio was an All-American 
baseball player at St. John’s 
University. He was drafted 
by the White Sox in 1979 
draft and spent two years 
in the minor leagues. He 
took over the Judges’ hoops 
team after one year as an 
assistant to his former 
coach Al Matican, who was 
in attendance along with 
Stu Jackson, the senior as-
sociate commissioner of 
the Big East.

Matican, described his 
as “Mr. Tenacity.” He re-

members one game where 
the opponent’s star guard 
threw the ball at Naclerio 
out of frustration. 

“Just the way he was on 
the sidelines was the way 
he was on the court,” Mati-
can said. 

That passion has al-
lowed Naclerio to win two 
city titles in 1999 and 2004 
and Cardozo is one of the 
favorites to win this sea-
son. Naclerio coached four 
NBA players Causwell, 
Royal Ivey, Rafer Alston 
and James Sutherland. He 
also trained others such as 
Joakim Noah, Elton Brand 
and Metta World Peace. 

Causwell spoke about 
how he couldn’t make a 
layup in tryouts, but Na-
clerio promised him if he 
put in the work he could 
help get him to the NBA.

“He just knew how to 
bring out the best in you,” 
Causwell said. 

Naclerio got the most 
out of his team and Tariq 
Coburn after halftime with 
Dozo leading just 46-35. 
Coburn scored 22 of his 25 
points in the second half. 
Alex June Araula tallied 24 
points to lead Lewis, which 
got as close as eight in the 
fourth.

Continued from Page 1 

Naclerio

Continued from Page 1 
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BY ERIC FAYNBERGThe Canarsie History Mu-
seum, a one-man traveling 
stockpile of photographs, 
 artifacts , and anecdotes de-
tailing the many twists and 
turns of the area’s past, is 
no more. 

Ramon Martinez — the 
museum’s creator, curator, 
and proprietor — has shut 

its doors, given away its 
collection, and moved away 
from his beloved stomp-
ing ground. His singular 
passion for the history of 
his adopted neighborhood 
turned out to be a bit too 
unique.

“What hurts the most 
is how Canarsie is today,” 
said Martinez. “I wanted to 

let these people who came 
to Canarsie 15 or 20 years 
ago know how great it was, 
but I think the people who 
live there now don’t care 
about Canarsie. The people 
that did are gone.”For 15 years, Martinez 

channeled a fascination 
with Canarsie that bor-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city should tell tourist helicop-

ters to buzz off, say Brooklyn water-

front residents who are cheering a 

new campaign by local lawmakers 

to jettison the joyrides.City councilmembers are draft-

ing a bill that would ban the tours 

from taking off from a city-owned 

Manhattan heliport directly across 

from Brooklyn Heights, and lo-

cals —  who have long complained  

about  the sound of eggbeaters hov-

ering over the East River  — say the 

news is music to their ears.
“So many people in this neigh-

borhood talk to each other about 

the noise, and everybody just hates 

it,” said Rick Elkins, a graphic de-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They are images that bear 
watching.

Pictures of Romanian 
dancers dressed in bear 
skins are currently on dis-
play in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, as part of “The 
Fence,” a photo installation 
that stretches from Jane’s 
Carousel to Pier 5. The Wil-

liamsburg photographer 
who documented the tradi-
tional dance said that she 
hopes the exhibit — which 
will also show in Boston, 
Atlanta, and Houston — 
will help bring awareness 
to her subject.“One of the reasons I 

did this project is to bring 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

This is a show to sprint to!
Sneaker fans can get their 

kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 

exhibit devoted to athletic shoes 

and the people who love them. 

The designer of “Out of the Box: 

the Rise of Sneaker Culture” said 

that Brooklyn is the perfect spot 

to launch the traveling show. The 

borough’s reputation, she said, 

matches the urban and mascu-

line nature of sneaker culture. 
“It’s infused with a very se-

ductive hyper-masculinity,” said 

Elizabeth Semmelhack, the de-

signer of the exhibit. “There’s a 

toughness and authenticity that 

comes out of Brooklyn that just 
Continued on page 6

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL

Fil
e p

ho
to

 b
y S

te
ve

 S
ol

om
on

so
n

HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

 

Jonathan Dorado

Let us Give your Car that

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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Long Island City-based Silver-

cup Studios is so successful that 

a $1 billion expansion project, ap-

proved by Community Board 1 in 

2014, still does not give it enough 

space. The Northeast’s leading 

independent film and production 

facility announced plans Monday 

to build a new studio complex in 

the Bronx as well.Silvercup North is a $35 million 

project that will transform an ex-

isting modern warehouse, located 

in the Port Morris section of the 

Bronx, into a 115,000-square-foot 

full-service production facility. 

The Bronx complex will also fea-

ture four production studios with 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Queens Historical 
Society is celebrating wom-
en from across the borough 
in an exhibition at the his-
torical museum Kingsland 
Homestead in Flushing, 
showcasing multi-talented 
women who made strong 

contributions to society 
and broke the glass ceil-
ing in the gender equality 
movement.The exhibition titled, 

“Leading The Way: Six 
Outstanding Women of 
Queens,” features Queens 
residents civil rights ac-
tivists Betty Friedan and 

Grace Lee Boggs, the cel-
list Yo-Yo Ma’s sister pedia-
trician Dr. Yeou-Cheng Ma, 
deaf and blind activists 
Helen Keller, philanthropic 
opera singer Rise Stevens 
and theoretical physicist 
and expert on particle 
physics Lisa Randall. 

New protected bike lanes that 

span both directions of the Green-

point Avenue Bridge were opened 

last week by the city’s Department 

of Transportation. The proj-

ect and the ongoing redesign of 

Greenpoint Avenue provide a vi-

tal bike network connection be-

tween Queens and Brooklyn that 

spans more than 1.5 miles over 

the Newtown Creek just south of 

Sunnyside.“I am excited to see cyclists 

riding in the new protected bike 

lane on the Greenpoint Avenue 

Bridge,” DOT Commissioner Pol-

ly Trottenberg said. “This criti-

cal piece of the bike network will 

now provide a safe connection 

between Queens and Brooklyn 

A Rego Park man who allegedly stabbed a 

Muslim man in Flushing in 2012 was sentenced 

Tuesday to three years of supervised release 

and six months of home confinement for sending 

death threats to an employee of an Islmaic advo-

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  Photo by Sadef Kully 

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

Photo by Michael Shain

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETHServing Queens for Over 82 Years

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Celebrations Made Easy

Half or Full Trays Available   

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

LouisArmstrongHouse.org | 718.478.8274

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Well-known for his go-to rep-

utation and direct involvement 

in his constituents’ affairs, for-

mer Bronx Congressman Ma-

rio Biaggi died last Wednesday, 

June 24 at his Riverdale apart-

ment. He was 97.   Born to Italian immigrants 

on October 26, 1917 in East Har-

lem, Biaggi would go on to lead 

a life fi lled with both triumphs 

and tribulations.A graduate of P.S. 171, Har-

ren High School, Biaggi joined 

the NYPD in 1942 to protect 

and serve the community for 23 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-

porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-

tail reception, followed by open-

ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-

ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-

fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-

tee. 
CEO Les Goodstein pre-

sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-

nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-

man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-

chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-

graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 

woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 

and forcibly grabbed her. 
She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-

case.
After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-

fore calling out to her father.
Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-

wards Barkley Avenue. 
The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-

panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Santathon

Cardozo coach Ron Naclerio becomes the winningest high school 
coach in New York City history with win No. 723 this week.  

Photo by Gina Palermo
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Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
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Grodenchik sworn in at ceremony
Queens’ newest councilman honored by lawmakers from boro, city and state

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
In a packed auditorium 

Sunday morning at Mar-
tin Van Buren High School 
in Queens Village, Barry 
Grodenchik was officially 
sworn in as a City Council 
member.

At the ceremony, which 
was characterized by a 
warm and friendly atmo-
sphere, scores of politi-
cians, past and present, 
from the borough and be-
yond, feted Grodenchik and 
wished him well.

“Why is this a great 
day?” U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) asked, 
“because Barry is a son of 
Queens, because he knows 
his area inside and out.”

Schumer spoke of Gro-
denchik, who grew up in 
the Pomonok Houses in 
Flushing, as a no-nonsense 
politician with grassroots 
support who got elected 

“the old-fashioned way.”
“No one put a silver 

spoon in Barry’s mouth,” 
Schumer said. “He earned 
it. People who live in dis-
tricts like this do not com-
plain. They work hard, they 
live their lives through the 
ups and downs.”

Schumer applauded 
Grodenchik’s focus on im-
proving transit options for 
eastern Queens and his 
advocacy for public school 
improvement.

After speaking, but be-
fore hurrying off to anoth-
er engagement, Schumer 

waved across the stage to 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz, City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, and a host of 
Queens lawmakers, includ-
ing City CouncilwomaN 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Council-

man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park).

“The number of electeds 
here today serves as a cred-
it to Barry,” Katz said. 

Grodenchik, a former 
state assemblyman who 
represented Flushing, had 
previously worked in se-
nior positions for both Katz 
and former Borough Presi-
dent Claire Shulman.

Stringer attributed the 
new Councilman’s success 
to his experience work-
ing under “strong Queens 
women,” while Thomas Di-
Napoli  said that at a time 
when many Americans are 
disillusioned with public 
service and the political 
process, Grodenchik repre-
sents something refreshing 
and honest.

While the political class 
was in full force, Groden-
chik was also praised by 
close friends.

“My family read the Dai-

ly News,” said Sam Sochet, 
principal of Martin Van Bu-
ren and a lifelong friend of 
Grodenchik. “When Barry 
was 9, he was reading The 
New York Times, so I start-
ed to read the New York 
Times,” Sochet said, turn-
ing to Grodenchik, “and in-
directly you’re the reason 
why I’m here today.”

Grodenchik, backed by 
the Queens Democratic 
Party as well as the Trans-
port Workers Union and the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers, won about 55 percent of 
the vote to beat Republican 
candidate Joe Concannon 
and  Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
former staffer Rebecca 
Lynch.  The seat had be-
longed to Mark Weprin, 
who stepped down several 
months ago to take a job in 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ad-
ministration.

At a feel-good inauguration ceremony where he handed over his City Council seat, Mark Weprin 
(l) gives the audience a lesson on how to properly pronounce the surname of his successor, Barry 
Grodenchik.  Photo by Michael Shain
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poration in partnership 
with the Woodhaven BID 
and Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association.

Concern over both the 
economic and safety im-
pact from SBS dedicated 
bus lanes took center stage.

Maria Thomson, execu-
tive director of the Wood-
haven BID, argued that 
SBS, which could ban cars 
from turning left onto Ja-
maica Avenue, was a threat 
to the economic viability 
of the neighborhood and 
would flood side-streets 
with traffic.

“Jamaica Avenue would 
die,” Thomson said. “It’s 
our biggest property and 
tax base in this area and if 
we lose them, then we are 
really going to lose a lot.  
This has to be considered 
very, very carefully.”

Task Force Committee 
for an Informed and Safer, 
Better Woodhaven Co-Pres-
ident Jose Vasquez pre-
sented photos and videos of 
current traffic conditions 

along Woodhaven Boule-
vard and the neighboring 
side streets. 

“Chaos is already hap-
pening in the neighborhood 
without SBS,” he said.

Under the current plan 
bus riders would board bus-
es at a median in the center 
of the Boulevard.

Paul Capocasale, co-
president of the task force 
pointed to an elderly man 
in the crowd. 

“That man has a walker. 
I don’t want him walking 
halfway across the road for 
a bus.”

“This plan is crazy. Pe-
riod,” he said, staring at 
Garcia.

For most of the meeting 
Garcia sat quietly, nodding 
occasionally, while taking 
frequent notes as she heard 
speakers vent their frustra-
tions.

Garcia said the DOT 
thought it was important to 
“take time and have some 
more conversations” dur-
ing 2016, with the final de-
sign to be proposed late in 
the year. Implementation 
would begin in 2017.

As part of the dialogue, 
Garcia said the DOT would 

Continued from Page 1 
The Court of Appeals 

recently announced that 
it would hear an appeal by 
the developer, the Queens 
Development Group, in the 
megamall case after an ap-
pellate court ruled in July 
that the proposal could not 
proceed without state leg-
islative approval because 
it would be built on park-
land. 

The city said that if the 
developer wins the appeal, 
it will have the project it 
intended to implement all 
along. But if the developer 
loses the appeal, the group 
may choose to pursue the 
project but in a different 
way and the city will work 
with the developer to re-
shape the megamall.

But if the developer 
decides the project cannot 
proceed without the mega-
mall, the city would have to 
find another development 
team to move forward on 
the housing portion of the 
project.

“We are determining 
next steps,” Wiley Norvell, 

a spokesman for Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, said in a 
statement. “The city will 
continue to work with all 
parties to expedite the new 
affordable housing at Wil-
lets Point East.” 

The Willets West mall 
is part of the redevelop-
ment of Willets Point into 
a new neighborhood with 
commercial, retail and 
residential space. 

The megamall would 
be built on the Willets 
West site while the hous-
ing would go on the Willets 
East site.

In August, the city 
refused to join the devel-
oper’s appeal because the 

housing component of the 
project would not hap-
pen in a reasonable time 
frame. Work on the afford-
able housing component is 
now scheduled to start in 
2025.

In February 2014, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, Willets 
Point United and nearby 
residents and business 
owners, filed a lawsuit 
challenging the transfer 
of 47 acres of Queens park-
land worth about $1 billion 
for the megamall adjacent 
to Citi Field. 

Elected officials and 

community leaders said 
they were disappointed by 
the higher court’s decision 
to hear the appeal.

Avella, one of two City 
Council members who 
voted against the plan in 
2008, said he could not 
comment on what the city 
or the developer will do if 
the developer loses the ap-
peal, noting that it is “up 
to them.”

But he said that he and 
the other plaintiffs stand 
on strong legal ground and 
that the appellate court 
agreed. 

“I think we stand on 
very good ground, consid-
ering the lower court, the 
appellate ourt, approved 
our suit unanimously,” 
he said.Richard Hellen-
brecht, vice president of 
the Queens Civic Con-
gress, said he is concerned 
that the developer will win 
the appeal after the deci-
sion appeared to be final.

He thinks the megamall 
was added to the project to 
cover the additional costs 
of remediation of toxic soil 
and the overall expense of 
the project. 

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt.Select bus

The proposed megamall would be built on 
the Willets West portion of the neighborhood. 

Photo courtesy of Queens Development Group
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