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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Advocates praised and echoed 

City Councilman Peter Koo’s 
(D-Flushing) sentiment that the 
FAA should consider reverting 
to LaGuardia Airport’s old flight 
paths. 

Before 2012, flight paths were 
routed over Citi Field, the tennis 
stadium and Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park but would be di-
verted over Flushing during the 
US Open. But in 2012, the FAA 
approved the Flushing flight path 
for general use.

In a response dated Dec. 2, 
to the Department of City Plan-
ning’s draft document of the envi-
ronmental impact statement for 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

After rescuing Kit Kat, 
an injured cat, from a burn-
ing home in Glendale, the 
104th Police Precinct is get-
ting national recognition 
from an unlikely place.

Last week, PETA, a na-
tional animal advocacy 

organization, bestowed 
the men and women of the 
104th with the Compas-
sionate Police Department 
Award. As a further token 
of the group’s appreciation, 
a box of vegan cookies is 
also in the mail.

“We hope your team’s 
effort will inspire others to 

come to the aid of animals 
in need,” the letter from 
PETA President Ingrid 
Newkirk read. “Thank 
you again for your compas-
sion.” 

The award also comes 
after the 104th rescued an-
other cat stuck in a sewer 

BY MADINA TOURE

Lawmakers and community 
leaders are divided over Move 
NY’s proposed tolling plan for 
East River bridges. 

Over the weekend, state As-
semblyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows), state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), City Council-
man Barry Grodenchik, Assem-
blywoman Alicia Hyndman and 
others rallied against the pro-
posal, which calls for the addition 
of a $5.54 cashless toll on the four 
East River bridges—the Ed Koch 
Queensboro, Williamsburg, Man-
hattan and Brooklyn Bridges — if 
drivers use E-ZPass or an $8 cash 
toll. There would only be elec-

BY GABRIEL ROM

A Rego Park food pantry and soup kitchen 
which has served over one million meals to 
Queens’ poor and homeless may soon find itself 
homeless.

Kosher food pantry may lose 
longtime home in Rego Park

Kit Kat, who was rescued from a Glendale 
house fire in November, has been re-
stored to health and is back at home with 
her owner.

Boro offi cials 
split over tolls 
for free bridges 

Koo wants LGA fl ights diverted

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

104th’s cat rescue wins kudos

Elected urges FAA 
to revive old paths

At the Bukharian Jewish Center in Forest Hills, Rabbi Valman Zvulunov (l) whose house was torched, Rafael  
Nektaelov (c), editor of the weekly Bukharian Times, and lawyer Aron Borukhov announce a $50,000 reward for 
the capture of a serial arsonist terrorizing the neighborhood. See story on Page 2. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
After six weeks of fear 

and uncertainty as an ar-
sonist targets homes being 
built by Bukharian Jews, 
city authorities are step-
ping up foot patrols and 
surveillance measures 
throughout the beseiged 
Forest Hills community. 

Community leaders met 
Tuesday morning with Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz, NYPD Chief of Detec-
tives Robert Boyce and a 
host of other city lawmak-
ers. Packed into The Bukh-
arian Jewish Community 
Center in Forest Hills, they 
offered what reassurance 
they could.

“This is something that 
we take extremely seriously 
and the community stands 
together in making sure 
that we find this arsonist 
that is out there destroying 
not only people’s homes, but 
people’s lives and people’s 
dreams,” Katz said at a 
news conference following 
the meeting.

On Monday, the NYPD 
added two fire sites to the 
list of suspected arsons that 
now stretches back to Oct. 
20. All of them have targeted 
Jewish-owned homes under 
construction in the heavily 
Bukharian neighborhood of 
Cord Meyer.

After Tuesday’s meeting, 
civic and religious leaders 
from the Bukharian com-
munity hugged and shook 
hands.

“Today’s meeting was a 
very good sign that both the 
community and the Police 
Department, Fire Depart-
ment and elected officials 
are all interested in solving 
the problem at hand,” said 
Aron Borukhov, a Bukhar-
ian community leader. 

Borukhov said commu-
nity security patrols were 
being organized in con-
junction with the police to 
monitor the sites. He called 
the patrols a “work in prog-
ress.”

As calls for action 
from within the commu-
nity have grown louder, the 
Bukharian Jewish Center 

announced it will offer a 
$50,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of 
the arsonist. The NYPD is 
also offering up to a $12,500 
reward. A second video of 
the suspect has been re-
leased which shows a hood-
ed male walking near one of 
the fire sites on 69th Road. 

Deputy Inspector Judith 
Harrison, commanding of-
ficer at the 112th Precinct, 
said a new command post 
has been set up at 112th 
Street and 68th Avenue. 

Harrison said police 
have a list of 29 buildings 
that are currently under 
construction in the Cord 
Meyer neighborhood. 

Police have not yet pro-
vided a motive for the ar-
sons, but said they do not 
believe it is a hate crime. 

But Manashe Khaimov, 
who works closely with 
Bukharian community or-
ganizations, connected the 
arsons to an upswing in 
global anti-Semitism.

“There is a saying that 
if you open up an umbrella 
in France, you must open 
up an umbrella in Odessa, 
too,” he said. “Well, what is 
happening in France is be-
ginning to happen here.”

“If this isn’t a hate crime, 
then what is?” he added.

The Bukharians’ explo-
sive population growth and 
preference for constructing 

large homes has created 
long-simmering tensions 
between them and longtime 
Forest Hills residents.

But Raphael Nektalov, 
who came to the United 
States in 1993 after flee-
ing political and religious 
repression in previously 
Soviet-occupied Uzbeki-
stan, spoke of his dream 
to express his culture and 
heritage, building taste in-
cluded, undeterred. 

At his office at the Bukh-
arian Jewish Center in For-
est Hills, Nektalov proudly 
opened a book of historic, 
long abandoned Bukharian 
homes in Uzbekistan. “See 
this one? It’s beautiful,” he 
said. “Our homes, they were 
beautiful.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) concluded 
Tuesday’s news conference 
by connecting the Bukhar-
ians’ troubled history of 
state-sanctioned perse-
cution with the current 
crimes.

“As I was sitting at the 
meeting I was thinking 
about the conditions that 
brought the Bukharian 
community to the United 
States,” she said. “It’s sad 
that they cannot feel safe in 
their homes anymore, that 
they left a disturbing situ-
ation in the former Soviet 
Union and they have to face 
this in their new home.”

City redoubles effort
to fi nd serial arsonist

The house at 112-35 69th Road that went up in flames early Sunday 
morning was just around the corner from another home under con-
struction that was torched a month ago.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

Cadillac Man has come in 
from the cold. Thomas Wagner, 
perhaps the most famous home-
less person in the borough, moved 
into his own one-bedroom apart-
ment after spending most of the 
last 21 years living on the streets 
of Astoria.

After fumbling with the lock 
of his new home in the George T. 
Douris Tower, Wagner entered 
his immaculate, freshly painted 
and sun-splashed new home Fri-
day with members of his sup-
port group known as the “Cadil-
lac Care Team,” several people 
who spent years trying to get the 
65-year-old homeless veteran off 
the streets for good.

Known as Cadillac Man, after 
he claimed he was struck by sev-
eral of them during a six-week 
stretch nearly 15 years ago, Wag-
ner became a cause celebre in 
literary circles after penning his 
memoir, “Land of Lost Souls: My 
Life on the Streets,” which was 
published in 2009.

After reading Wagner’s self-
described survivors guide to 
homelessness, film actor Richard 
Gere was inspired to portray a 
vagrant in the hit movie “Time 
Out of Mind” last year. Wagner 
and his girlfriend Carol Vogel 
were Gere’s guests of honor at the 
film’s premiere at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music.

“Richard is a real friend of 
mine, we talk often,” Wagner said 
in the warmth of his new home. 
“He once asked me how much 
would I need to get off the street 
and I said nah. I couldn’t take 
money from a friend.”

And so he stayed homeless, liv-
ing mostly in the 33rd Street via-
duct of the Hell Gate Bridge, which 
he can see from his living room on 
the 12th floor of the Douris Tower, 
the affordable housing for seniors 
building on Hoyt Avenue South. 
Wagner shared a small apartment 
in East Elmhurst for a brief period 
last year before the landlord sold 
the property.

“I’ve been out there 24/7 with 
no shelter, living on trains, in fac-
tories, even in the mausoleums 
at St. Michael’s Cemetery over on 
Astoria Boulevard,” Wagner said. 
“I was convinced I was going to 
die out there. I tried living in a 
shelter, but I had a bad experience 
there. Everyone has a horror story 
from the shelters.”

He would not go into specifics 
as to what he experienced but re-
membered life on the streets dur-
ing the Giuliani administration. 

“Whenever it got dangerous-
ly cold they would give you the 
choice: shelter or jail,” Wagner 
said. “Many chose jail.”

Cadillac Man began his life in 
the streets in 1994 after losing sev-
eral jobs in New Jersey. He was ar-
rested for shoplifting, which made 
employment harder to find. 

The collapse of his second mar-
riage soon followed and Wagner 
found himself homeless and de-
pressed living in each borough 

except for Staten Island. In 2001 
he stepped off the N train at the 
Ditmars Avenue station, and he 
fell in love with Astoria.

TimesLedger reporter Mat-
thew Monks introduced Cadillac 
Man to Queens readers in 2005. 
After several interviews with him, 
Monks wrote: “Cadillac knows 
hundreds of local residents by 
name and cherishes his role as the 
block’s street dwelling concierge. 
He spends hours each morning 
greeting people on their way to 
work. Despite the man’s imposing 
presence - he’s a beefy 6-foot-1 with 
an intense, wind-chapped face - 

many stop and chat.”
A decade later Cadillac was still 

so much in love with the neighbor-
hood, he refused to leave when 
he had a chance. Nicole Branca, 
an assistant commissioner at the 
Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs 
met with Cadillac Man in Septem-
ber, when she presented him with 
several housing options that were 
available to him because he served 
in the Amy between 1968 to 1971.

“The apartments that became 
available weren’t anywhere near 
Astoria,” Branca recalled. “The 
people in the neighborhood had 
become his family and he really 
didn’t want to leave them.”

Branca left Cadillac Man that 
morning because she had a busi-
ness lunch set up with John Na-
politano, the director of commu-
nity development and planning at 
HANAC, Inc., the owners of three 
senior assisted-living centers in 
Astoria.

“I told John about Cadillac 
Man and he said he just happened 
to have a vacancy in the Douris 
Tower,” Branca said. The 184-unit 
senior living facility, with support 
services, 24-hour security, senior 
center, library and rooftop terrace 
had one more thing: a vacant one-
bedroom apartment that was set 
aside for homeless veterans.

 The “Cadillac Care Team” 
swung into action procuring a Sec-
tion 8 subsidy for veterans paid for 
by the federal government.

Last Friday, Cadillac Man, 
Branca, his friend Cynthia Stu-
art, administrators from HANAC 
and Commissioner Loree Sutton, 
of the Mayor’s Office of Veterans 
Affairs, stood in a circle in his 
new living room, toasting him 
with sparkling cider.

“This is absolutely mind-bog-
gling, it’s like a dream come true,” 
Cadillac Man said, his voice crack-
ing with emotion. “These people 
right here all know how much I 
love Astoria and now I have a mil-
lion dollar view of it.”

He was given a bag full of tow-
els, sheets and a welcome mat 
with a capitol C as a house warm-
ing gift. The man who wrote of 
“scattering peanut shells” around 
himself before going to sleep so he 
would hear intruders approach 
out on the streets was awaiting 
the delivery of his new bed — the 
first one he would own since 1994.

“The little things you take for 
granted are luxuries for street 
people like me,” Cadillac Man 
said. “You make do with what 
you’ve got - like sleeping in a cem-
etery - who’s going to bother you 
there? Now I’ll be able to sleep 
without keeping one eye open and 
when I close my eyes for the last 
time, I’ll be closing them here in 
Astoria.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Thomas Wagner sees the 33rd Street viaduct (above) of the Hell Gate Bridge, 
where he used to live, from his new apartment. Cadillac Man can now look out on 
the streets that once were his home from his 12th-floor apartment in the George 
T. Douris Tower. Photos by Bill Parry

Cadillac Man gets a place of his own
After decades on Astoria streets, homeless veteran lands an apartment with help of friends

Cadillac Man toasts the first day in his new home after spending most of the last 21 years living on the streets of Astoria. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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2015 Help make wishes come true at your local store

Between November 2-December 31, 2015, Sears Hometown & Outlet Stores will donate 100% of customer donations to 
Make-A-Wish, with a minimum guarantee of $150,000 from all in-store holiday promotions. For more information, visit wish.org.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Almost a hundred Cam-
bria Heights residents, in-
cluding civic association 
and elected officials, col-
lectively spoke out against 
a proposed religious school 
for the Chabad-Lubavitch 
community in Cambria 
Heights Dec. 3 during a 
land use hearing at Bor-
ough Hall in Kew Gardens. 

A Chabad-Lubavitch 
entity, a sect of the Ha-
sidic Jewish community, 
proposed construct a four-
story religious school and 
dormitory which would ca-
ter to over 300 students not 
including the 64 that would 
be living on the premises. 
The school, covering three 
properties 224-12 and 224-
20 Francis Lewis Blvd., 
would be next door to one 
of the holiest sites for the 
Chabad-Lubavitch in North 
America, the Ohel Chabad-
Lubavitch, the burial site 
of the famed Rebbe Men-
achem Schneerson at the 
Montefiore Cemetery. 

The proposal requires 
a variance to allow a con-
struction of such a large 
size in an R2A zoned neigh-
borhood. R2A, is a residen-
tial zoning district, which 
allows for the expansion 
of existing homes, but the 
facade has to be consistent 
with the scale and charac-
ter of the neighborhood. 

The proposed school 
would stand four-stories 
tall, instead of two floors 
required in a R2A district. 
The maximum expansion 
allowed under R2A zoning 
is 6,177 square feet while 
the proposed building 
would expand nearly six 
times that size.

While the relation-
ship between the Chabad-
Lubavitch community and 
Cambria Heights has not 
been the best for many 
years.

At the hearing, women, 
men and the attorney Shel-
don Lobel representing the 
Chabad community sup-
ported the plan. The mem-
bers of the Jewish commu-
nity brought almost a dozen 
young boys to the hearing, 
“They are learning how 
democracy works,” Rabbi 
Adam Brooker, assistant 
director at Keren Peulos, 
the entity that proposed the 
school. 

In October, Community 
Board 13 members unani-
mously voted against the 
school proposal citing the 
existing issues they had 
with the visitors at the 
Ohel. 

According to the resi-
dents complaints at the 
hearing, Ohel visitors 
have trashed their neigh-
borhood and blocked their 
driveways. They said the 
neighborhood was zoned to 

go against the very project 
the Chabad community had 
proposed. 

Rabbi Abba Refson at 
the Ohel Chabad-Lubavitch 
said the proposal of the new 
school was not connected 
with the Ohel center. 

The group Keren Puelos, 
which proposed the school, 
has a online school and 
owns the three properties, 
for the proposal, neighbor-
ing the Ohel.

Rabbi Brooker said the 
learning format would be 
lecture based as well as one 
on one instruction. He add-
ed that the majority of the 
students would be younger 
grades. He added, “This is 
the most holiest place for us 
in this country.” 

Borough President Me-
linda Katz concluded the 
hearing, “I understand the 
commitment to the commu-
nity and I also understand 
the importance of a educa-
tional institution.”

Katz will vote on the is-
sue in the coming weeks, if 
the proposal is completely 
rejected then it will be sub-
mitted to the city’s Board of 
Standards and Appeals. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Young boys from a Jewish religious school in Crown Heights visited Borough Hall during a hearing 
about land use for another religious Jewish school in Cambria Heights. "They are learning how de-
mocracy works," Rabbi Adam Brooker said.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Jewish school proposal riles 
neighbors in Cambria Hts.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The city Department of 
Transportation’s first pub-
lic meeting on the Jamai-
ca Transportation Study 
brought in a full house of 
community members and 
elected officials’ represen-
tatives with a long list of 
complaints. 

The traffic study is de-
signed to examine how to 
regulate congestion in the 
busy transit hub.

The study consists of 
three parts focused on 
neighborhoods in and 
around South Ozone Park, 
Richmond Hill, Jamaica, 
Hollis, St. Albans and Roch-
dale Village. 

The Dec. 2 public forum 
was called to identify is-
sues such as pedestrian and 
bicyclist safety, traffic and 
congestion, parking, truck 
movement and loading, 
transit, quality of life and 
environmental factors. 

“Jamaica has always 
been recognized as a growth 
center and the input we re-
ceive tonight will literally 

write the next chapter of 
this study phase,” Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia said. 

Hollis resident Sharon 
Linder, who has lived in the 
area for 63 years, came with 
a prepared letter addressed 
to each of her elected offi-
cials in her district as well 
as the borough president. 

“I not a community ac-
tivist or anything. I am 
a regular citizen who is 
concerned,” Linder said. 
“My mama left me this 
home and I want to leave 
it to my daughter when my 
time comes. But if this area 
continues to go downhill, 
she won’t want our family 
home.”

Linder wanted a larger 
police presence at both tran-
sit hubs, Parsons Boulevard 
and Sutphin Boulevard sta-
tions, as well as more police 
attention to such issues as 
vehicles parked in the bus 
lane, illegal dollar cabs, 
double-parked commuter 
vans and criminal activity. 

BY BILL PARRY

LaGuardia Community College 
has received a $20,000 grant from the 
New York State Industries for the Dis-
abled, Inc. to establish a Battle Buddy 
Center for student veterans. The new 
center will replace and expand the 
Veterans Services Center that has 
been at the Long Island City college 
since shortly after it opened in 1971.

The Battle Buddy Center will be 
a one-stop comprehensive service 
and recreation facility for veterans 
transitioning from military service 
to student life, according to school of-
ficials. Resources will include regis-
tration guidance, benefits assistance, 
career advising, peer mentoring, 
computer resources, and opportuni-
ties to meet other veterans enrolled 
at the college.

“We are committed to providing 
our veterans with the support they 
need to have a smooth path towards 

college and earning a degree,” La-
Guardia Community College Presi-
dent Gail Mellow said. “Since we 
opened our doors over 40 years ago, 
LaGuardia Community College has 
provided veterans with education, 
training and services they need as 
they transition.”

There are currently more than 350 
veterans enrolled at the college. Each 
served an average of six years in the 
military.

LaGuardia student Rick Malone, 
a U.S. Coast Guard veteran and vice 
president of the Student Veterans 
Club, spoke of the importance of hav-
ing a dedicated facility for veterans 
during the presentation of the grant 
last week.

“We know firsthand how difficult 
things can seem shortly after leav-
ing the highly disciplined world of 
the military,” he said. “And we hope 
this new center will help make the 
transition to civilian life as easy as 

possible.”
The Battle Buddy Center is NY-

SID’s 10th facility created since 2011 
in colleges around the state, but it 
is its first one in Queens. “Battle 
Buddy” is a military concept that 
partners soldiers to assist each other 
both in and out of combat and it of-
fers activities to encourage camara-
derie and foster veterans to give and 
receive mutual support.

“NYSID supports LaGuardia 
Community College and its veterans 
services office in assisting veterans 
to achieve success personally, aca-
demically and professionally,” NY-
SID President and CEO Ron Romano 
said. “NYSID supports job creation 
efforts for a diverse group of New 
Yorkers with disabilities through our 
member agencies and assists with 
veteran’s support programs, promot-
ing quality of life for veterans as 
they reconnect to the New York state 
workforce.”

Joe Moretti (c), a Jamaica blogger, points out to DOT officials the 
area in his neighborhood where large trucks are a nuisance.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

LaGuardia Community College student veterans celebrate a $20,000 gift from NYSID to establish a new Battle Buddy Center at the 
school. Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

Jamaica residents list
gripes at transit forum

Student vets get center
LaGuardia CC given grant to set up Battle Buddy facility
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VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR HOLIDAY SALES AND EVENTS
QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS. TEXT CONCIERGE 718.690.3222  |  Download our FREE App
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TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202
Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!

BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department 
of Parks and Recreation is 
asking residents to help it 
find ways to improve parks 
throughout the city by 
making suggestions about 
how some of the $50 million 
from Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
OneNYC plan should be al-
located.

Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver presented 
the Parks Without Borders 
initiative to Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and the 
Queens Borough Board 
Monday, hoping commu-
nity board leaders would 
encourage their neighbor-
hoods to take part.

The department 
launched a web page in mid-
November where people 
can make suggestions on a 
map. The page, http://www.
nycgovparks.org/planning-
and-building/planning/
parks-without-borders, will 
only be live for a set period 
of time, closing to the public 

after Feb. 28.
“This is the first time 

we have asked New York-
ers throughout the city 
where they think we should 
be making park improve-
ments,” Parks Deputy Di-

rector of Planning Steve 
Leonard said. “Not only 
can you suggest individual 
parks, but you can zoom in 
on the park and tell us ex-
actly what you want, exactly 
where you want it.”

The initiative specifical-
ly aims to improve accessi-
bility and visibility in parks 
throughout the city to make 
them more inviting and to 
encourage more use and 
stronger care for the urban 

greenspaces. 
About $40 million of the 

initiative’s funds have been 
allocated for new improve-
ment projects at eight exist-
ing parks. Silver guaran-
teed each borough at least 
one project. 

Once the projects are se-
lected based on community 
input, the department said 
it would adhere to the typi-
cal capital design process, 
which requires community 
board input.

As Silver stressed the im-
portance of lowering fences 
and shrubs to open up and 
connect parks with neigh-
borhoods to serve as centers 
of communities, borough 
board members had con-
cerns for the potential im-
pact on crime, particularly 
in larger parks where vis-
ibility is limited.

“We’ve been asking for 
additional park enforcement 
officers and a mounted unit 
to cover Highland Park and 
Forest Park,” Community 
Board 5 Chairman Vincent 

Arcuri said. “We’ve spent 
tons of money on the (Ridge-
wood) Reservoir, which is 
not really accessible. We 
need our parks to be acces-
sible, but we also need secu-
rity.”

Silver said each project 
would deal with specific 
concerns, working with the 
community before consider-
ing keeping gates unlocked 
and removing fences.

“This is voluntary,” Sil-
ver said. “If people have dis-
comfort about the program 
to either lower, eliminate 
or open up (fences) and the 
edges (of parks), we have 
thousands of choices and if 
there isn’t a level of public 
support, we will not pro-
ceed.”

Besides the fund for the 
eight new projects, the other 
$10 million is supposed to 
be dispersed to more than 
30 current capital improve-
ment projects the depart-
ment is already working on. 

Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver (l.) and his deputy director of planning, Steve Leonard, answer 
questions from the Queens Borough Board regarding the new Parks Without Borders initiative. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

New parks initiative looks for fresh ideas
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Holiday Specials

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti Spumanti

$10.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

$18.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

$159.99

SILVER OAK
Alexander Valley

$49.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA

DUCALE TAN

15.99

BAILEY’S 
Gift Set

$23.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC RED
$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

SALE

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

NOW THROUGH Jan 3rd 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS 
& NEIGHBORS A SAFE AND HAPPY 

HOLIDAY SEASON

NOW THROUGH Jan 3rd 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

STAG’S LEAP
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

ARTEMIS

$44.99

CONCHA Y TORO
Frontera 
All Types

$6.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT

$39.99

ROBERT MONDAVI 
Private Selection

Cabernet Sauvignon

$7.99

750 ml

750 ml

1.5 L

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99 1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

$29.99 1.75 L

ALL CHAMPAGNE

& SPARKLING WINE

15% OFF

CHARDONNAY& PINOT NOIR
15% OFF
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45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Lobsters By The Ton!
 Cooked & Fresh Shrimp  Lobster Tails  Calamari

 Seafood Salad  Fresh Fish  Clams  Oysters
 Pei Mussels  Baked Clams  Fresh Lobster Meat

 Live Crabs and More!

JORDAN’S RETAIL MARKET

12/10/15 THROUGH 12/31/15

BY MADINA TOURE

More than 1,000 parents, 
children, elected officials, 
teachers, residents and 
school administrators came 
out for the second annual 
Bayside Holiday Parade and 
Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
Saturday.

Sponsored by City Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) and the Bayside 
Village Business Improve-
ment District, the parade 
ran from Bell Boulevard 
and 36th Avenue to the Bay-
side LIRR station and con-
cluded with the lighting of 
both a Christmas tree and a 
menorah. 

Santa Claus appeared, as 
he did at last year’s parade, 
and students from PS 31, 
St. Andrew’s, PS 169, Bell 
Academy and the Landrum 
School of Performing Arts 
in Whitestone performed. 
The NYPD’s marching 
band performed during the 
parade as well.

Parade participants also 
included U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), the New 
York Cosmos and the Au-
burndale Soccer Club. 

“It is the hub of our com-
munity and we want to do 
this parade so you don’t 
have to go up to Manhattan 
to shop,” Vallone said about 
Bell Boulevard.

Lyle Sclair, the Bayside 
Village BID’s executive di-
rector, said the BID partners 
on holiday lighting around 
the Bayside LIRR station 
with the Bayside Business 
Association, which has been 
donating the menorah and 
the manger for the last 15 
years. Bayside Milk Farm, 
Martha’s Country Bakery 
and Teaspoon Bakery do-
nated pastries for the tree 
lighting ceremony.

“I want to thank every-
one for coming out, showing 
support for what we’re do-

ing here on Bell Boulevard,” 
he said. 

He also said people liv-
ing in the 11361 zipcode will 
be receiving coupon books 
for the holidays from busi-
nesses on Bell Boulevard, 
funded through money al-
located by Vallone. 

Braunstein said that in 
a big city like New York, 
Bayside can still feel like 
a small town due to events 
such as the parade and tree 
lighting.

“My son Charlie, he’s 3 
months old, so he can’t re-
ally appreciate this yet, so 
Paul’s going to have to do 
this next year and the year 
after that and the year after 
that,” Braunstein said.

Meng reminded attend-
ees that they are fortunate 
to be able to celebrate the 
holidays with their fami-
lies. 

“There are lots of people 
around the world who are 
working very hard — our 

servicemen and women — to 
protect us every single day,” 
she said. “And they can’t be 
with their families neces-
sarily, so we’re very lucky 
that we get to be here today 
and be part of this wonder-
ful celebration.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz said the holidays 
are a time for everyone to 
come together. 

“To our families, we 
wish you a very, very spe-
cial time this year. We love 
families and our closeness,” 
Katz said.

Public Advocate Letitia 
James encouraged people to 
enjoy the holidays and to re-
member to give back. 

“It’s a holiday season 
and it’s time to be with the 
people who we love and to 
give,” James said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Santa Claus appears during the Bayside holiday parade and tree 
lighting ceremony for the second time. Photo by Julie Weissman

Bayside marks holidays
Vallone joins BID to lead parade, tree lighting event 

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, VISIT US AT 
WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Holiday 
Gift Cards 
Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve  
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL  
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE  

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great  
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or  

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffing, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135

5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $349

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S  
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 20th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Thurs., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Fri., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Thurs., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats,  
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Office Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING  
7 DAYS A WEEK
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main earlier in November. 
Officers opened the main 
and found the cat, which 
was hidden from sight. 

For Mark Wachter, cap-
tain of the 104th, saving an-
imals is part and parcel of 
being a New York City cop. 

“To be recognized by 
an organization as large as 
PETA is good for the pre-
cinct and good for the de-
partment,” he said. “It’s not 
all about cops and robbers 
all the time. We are here to 
help everybody, from the 
littlest cat to whoever else 
is in distress.”

A picture of the dis-
tressed feline receiving ox-
ygen from an officer from 
the 104th went viral on 
Twitter, showing a gentler 
side to daily police work.

“A lot of people like cats 
apparently,” Wachter said. 

Wachter announced the 
award at the precinct’s dai-
ly roll call and said that es-
pecially around the holiday 
season, the rescue story 
boosted officer morale.

“It shows the officers 

that the small actions that 
we do can have a real posi-
tive effect,” he said.

 Some 60 firefighters re-
sponded to the fire at 88th 
Street, near 81st Avenue, 
but no other injuries were 
reported.  Firefighters 
were able to resuscitate Kit 
Kat with small breathing 
units on the sidewalk after 
she passed out from smoke. 
Kit Kat was then put in a 
special oxygen chamber 
and rushed to a veterinary 
hospital, along with anoth-
er feline survivor, Jinx.

One of the cats was saved 
after being spotted under 
a pile of moving laundry, 
while the other was found 
huddled next to a TV set. 
A third family cat, Bo, was 
found dead in a bathroom.

The two cats are in good 
health and have been re-
united with their owner, 
officials at a BluePearl Vet-
erinary hospital in Forest 
Hills confirmed.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Peta
tronic tolling. 

The tolls would be em-
ployed to reduce traffic in 
the city and lower transit 
costs for New Yorkers. The 
plan also would reduce 
tolls on the Henry Hud-
son, Cross Bay, Marine 
Parkway-Gil Hodges Me-
morial, RFK/Triborough, 
Whitestone, Throgs Neck 
and Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridges. 

Weprin has introduced 
legislation in the Assem-
bly that would ban the city 
from placing tolls on the 
East River bridges. Avella 
has sponsored legislation 
in the Senate. 

Weprin’s alternative is 
bringing back the 1 percent 
commuter tax on workers 
who do not live in the city, 
half of which will go to the 
MTA and the other half to-
ward the city for expenses 
such as sanitation, police, 
fire and transportation. 

“It’s going to dispro-
portionately affect Queens 
residents and it’s going 
to disprortionately af-

fect small businesses and 
low- and moderate-income 
people that can’t afford it,” 
he said.

Alex Matthiessen, 
Move NY’s campaign di-
rector, said the proposal 
caps the number of tolls 
for commercial businesses 
or vehicles at one round-
trip toll per day and that it 
will create a $350 million 
dedicated road and bridge 
fund.

“The system we’ve got 
is completely broken and 
these guys (Avella, We-
prin) know that and we’ve 
got a plan that’s been five 
years in the making and 

which reflects the input of 
hundreds of thousands of 
stakeholders,” Matthies-
sen said. 

He said Move NY is 
planning to introduce leg-
islation some time during 
the next legislative session 
in 2016 and is in the pro-
cess of drafting the bill.  

The proposal has re-
ceived support from about 
four dozen elected officials, 
including state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) as well as Make 

Queens Safer, the Riders 
Alliance and Transporta-
tion Alternatives, accord-
ing to Matthiessen.

Peralta, the first law-
maker to support the pro-
posal, said the Assembly 
is not considering the 
commuter tax and that the 
opposition is coming from 
northeast Queens where 
public transit is limited. 

“The people so far who 
have been against it are 
the people who represent 
the Bayside area, the Da-
vid Weprins and the Tony 
Avellas of the world and 
Barry Grodenchik,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

MoveNY

State Assemblyman David Weprin (l.) and state Sen. Tony Avella (r.) have led the opposition to Move 
NY's tolling proposal. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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the proposed Flushing West 
waterfront development 
plan, Koo said low-flying 
planes and the resulting 
noise have caused health 
concerns for residents in 
his district. He noted that 
the proposed development 
area would be directly un-
der LaGuardia’s current 
flight paths in the 65 DNL 
(day night average sound 
level) area. This is a mea-
surement taken by federal 
agencies such as the FAA 
over 24 hours.

Susan Carroll, a Flush-
ing community advocate 
and a member of Queens 
Quiet Skies, who is also a 
representative on the New 
York Community Aviation 
Roundtable, said the Port 
Authority installed a noise 
monitor on the roof of her 
building on Franklin Av-
enue in August 2014. 

She can hear planes 
just about every minute 
for hours with noise lev-
els anywhere from 70 to 90 
decibels.

“When Councilman 
Koo spoke out about this, 
I was very happy to see it 
because in the past, Flush-
ing has taken a back seat to 
Bayside as far as speaking 
out about this issue when 
we’re impacted even more,” 

Carroll said. “I think it’s 
about time that Flushing 
took the lead in saying you 
have to come up with a bet-
ter way.”

Koo said the FAA has not 
conducted a comprehensive 
review of the flight paths 
approved in 2012 and he 
keeps his patio door closed 
because of the noise.

“The noise problem was 
not that bad in Flushing, 
but after that (2012) every 
day,they fly over down-
town Flushing,” he said. 
“By the Sheraton Hotel 
area, you can actually see 
the airplane flying over 
and sometimes you worry 
about it hitting the roof of 
the hotel.”

The FAA said changes to 
flight patterns would result 
from a collaborative effort 
between the Port Authority 
and the FAA and that the 
PA—which is conducting 
airport noise compatibility 
studies for LGA as well as 
the John F. Kennedy, New-
ark Liberty International 
and Teterboro airports—
formed the roundtable. 

“Noise compatibility 
studies, also called Part 150 
studies, may result in rec-
ommendations for mitigat-
ing aircraft noise,” the FAA 
said in a statement.

Warren Schreiber, 
chairman of Community 
Board 7’s aviation commit-
tee and vice president of 
Queens Quiet Skies, said 

Koo’s statement starts a 
“much-needed” conversa-
tion and credited U.S. Reps. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) with being vo-
cal on the issue. 

But he does not expect 
the FAA to revert to the 
old flight paths, noting 
that they do not notify CB7 
of whether they will alter 
paths  as developers need a 
determination of no hazard 
from the FAA and the PA.

“They do issue that de-
termination, but they don’t 
tell us if they’re going to 
alert the flight tracks,” 
Schreiber said.

The Flushing West plan 
would clean up and rezone 
60 acres on the Flushing 
waterfront and create a 
planned community with 
waterfront access and hous-
ing and commercial space.

Joe Marvilli, a City 
Planning press officer, 
thanked Koo for his input 
on the issue. 

“We are aware of the 
noise concern regarding 
LaGuardia Airport, which 
will be analyzed during the 
environmental review for 
Flushing West,” Marvilli 
said in a statement. 

A Port Authority spokes-
man said the PA supports 
rotating use of runways 
where possible to spread 
out flights. 

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERGThe Canarsie History Mu-
seum, a one-man traveling 
stockpile of photographs, 
 artifacts , and anecdotes de-
tailing the many twists and 
turns of the area’s past, is 
no more. 

Ramon Martinez — the 
museum’s creator, curator, 
and proprietor — has shut 

its doors, given away its 
collection, and moved away 
from his beloved stomp-
ing ground. His singular 
passion for the history of 
his adopted neighborhood 
turned out to be a bit too 
unique.

“What hurts the most 
is how Canarsie is today,” 
said Martinez. “I wanted to 

let these people who came 
to Canarsie 15 or 20 years 
ago know how great it was, 
but I think the people who 
live there now don’t care 
about Canarsie. The people 
that did are gone.”For 15 years, Martinez 

channeled a fascination 
with Canarsie that bor-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city should tell tourist helicop-

ters to buzz off, say Brooklyn water-

front residents who are cheering a 

new campaign by local lawmakers 

to jettison the joyrides.City councilmembers are draft-

ing a bill that would ban the tours 

from taking off from a city-owned 

Manhattan heliport directly across 

from Brooklyn Heights, and lo-

cals —  who have long complained  

about  the sound of eggbeaters hov-

ering over the East River  — say the 

news is music to their ears.
“So many people in this neigh-

borhood talk to each other about 

the noise, and everybody just hates 

it,” said Rick Elkins, a graphic de-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They are images that bear 
watching.

Pictures of Romanian 
dancers dressed in bear 
skins are currently on dis-
play in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, as part of “The 
Fence,” a photo installation 
that stretches from Jane’s 
Carousel to Pier 5. The Wil-

liamsburg photographer 
who documented the tradi-
tional dance said that she 
hopes the exhibit — which 
will also show in Boston, 
Atlanta, and Houston — 
will help bring awareness 
to her subject.“One of the reasons I 

did this project is to bring 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

This is a show to sprint to!
Sneaker fans can get their 

kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 

exhibit devoted to athletic shoes 

and the people who love them. 

The designer of “Out of the Box: 

the Rise of Sneaker Culture” said 

that Brooklyn is the perfect spot 

to launch the traveling show. The 

borough’s reputation, she said, 

matches the urban and mascu-

line nature of sneaker culture. 
“It’s infused with a very se-

ductive hyper-masculinity,” said 

Elizabeth Semmelhack, the de-

signer of the exhibit. “There’s a 

toughness and authenticity that 

comes out of Brooklyn that just 
Continued on page 6

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.
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HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

 

Jonathan Dorado

Let us Give your Car that

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

Long Island City-based Silver-

cup Studios is so successful that 

a $1 billion expansion project, ap-

proved by Community Board 1 in 

2014, still does not give it enough 

space. The Northeast’s leading 

independent film and production 

facility announced plans Monday 

to build a new studio complex in 

the Bronx as well.Silvercup North is a $35 million 

project that will transform an ex-

isting modern warehouse, located 

in the Port Morris section of the 

Bronx, into a 115,000-square-foot 

full-service production facility. 

The Bronx complex will also fea-

ture four production studios with 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Queens Historical 
Society is celebrating wom-
en from across the borough 
in an exhibition at the his-
torical museum Kingsland 
Homestead in Flushing, 
showcasing multi-talented 
women who made strong 

contributions to society 
and broke the glass ceil-
ing in the gender equality 
movement.The exhibition titled, 

“Leading The Way: Six 
Outstanding Women of 
Queens,” features Queens 
residents civil rights ac-
tivists Betty Friedan and 

Grace Lee Boggs, the cel-
list Yo-Yo Ma’s sister pedia-
trician Dr. Yeou-Cheng Ma, 
deaf and blind activists 
Helen Keller, philanthropic 
opera singer Rise Stevens 
and theoretical physicist 
and expert on particle 
physics Lisa Randall. 

New protected bike lanes that 

span both directions of the Green-

point Avenue Bridge were opened 

last week by the city’s Department 

of Transportation. The proj-

ect and the ongoing redesign of 

Greenpoint Avenue provide a vi-

tal bike network connection be-

tween Queens and Brooklyn that 

spans more than 1.5 miles over 

the Newtown Creek just south of 

Sunnyside.“I am excited to see cyclists 

riding in the new protected bike 

lane on the Greenpoint Avenue 

Bridge,” DOT Commissioner Pol-

ly Trottenberg said. “This criti-

cal piece of the bike network will 

now provide a safe connection 

between Queens and Brooklyn 

A Rego Park man who allegedly stabbed a 

Muslim man in Flushing in 2012 was sentenced 

Tuesday to three years of supervised release 

and six months of home confinement for sending 

death threats to an employee of an Islmaic advo-

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  Photo by Sadef Kully 

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Well-known for his go-to rep-

utation and direct involvement 

in his constituents’ affairs, for-

mer Bronx Congressman Ma-

rio Biaggi died last Wednesday, 

June 24 at his Riverdale apart-

ment. He was 97.   Born to Italian immigrants 

on October 26, 1917 in East Har-

lem, Biaggi would go on to lead 

a life fi lled with both triumphs 

and tribulations.A graduate of P.S. 171, Har-

ren High School, Biaggi joined 

the NYPD in 1942 to protect 

and serve the community for 23 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-

porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-

tail reception, followed by open-

ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-

ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-

fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-

tee. 
CEO Les Goodstein pre-

sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-

nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-

man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-

chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-

graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 

woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 

and forcibly grabbed her. 
She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-

case.
After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-

fore calling out to her father.
Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-

wards Barkley Avenue. 
The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-

panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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According to Alexander 
Rapaport, co-founder and 
executive director of the 
Masbia network of kosher 
soup kitchens and food pan-
tries, the group’s lease on 
its current location at 98-08 
Queens Blvd. has already 
expired and they may be 
forced to vacate within the 
next few weeks.

“Our landlord wants to 
develop the site and we are 
really having trouble find-
ing a new location,” Rapa-
port said. “We have known 
for a long time that at some 
point we would need to 
move.”

Rapaport pointed out 
that when looking for new 
real estate in the area, Mas-
bia carries a certain stigma 
because of the service it 
provides.

“There are vacant store-
fronts on our block that 
don’t want to sell to us,” he 
said. “When some brokers 
hear that we are a food 
bank, they run away, they 
would prefer a bank. But 
we are trying. Everything 
is in flux.”

Since 2005 Masbia has 
served as a refuge for the 
city’s hungry residents 
who follow kosher dietary 
restrictions.

According to its website, 
the pantry refers to itself as 
a “free restaurant” with a 
mission “to feed hot, nour-
ishing Kosher meals in an 
organized fashion to any-
one in need—hungry, poor, 
young and old. We rely on 
the belief that people in the 
community will support 
the cause with generous 
financial and moral sup-
port.”

Soon after opening, the 
Rego Park location was 

renovated, with moldings, 
drapery and paintings of 
shtetl life by a Jerusalem 
artist. A foyer in the front 
was built as a waiting room 
so that people do not have 
to stand in a “bread line” 
outside.

The non-profit, which 
has three locations in 
Brooklyn, opened in Rego 
Park in 2010 and now serves 
three-course hot dinners 
five nights a week.

“Hopefully, we will nev-
er get to the point where we 
have to close,” Rapaport 
said.

Government funds 
account for less than 40 
percent of Masbia’s bud-
get, Rapaport told the 
TimesLedger in 2014. This 
included $105,000 from 
the City Council in fiscal 
year 2015. The remaining 
amount of Masbia’s fund-
ing comes from private do-
nations, he added.
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