
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Dec. 18–24, 2015 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

FREE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

A CNG Publication Vol. 3 No. 51 64 total pages

SALE PRICES EXPIRE 12/19/15

NOW...
$34999

WAS $399.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$50.00

32''

59” ELECTRIC FIREPLACE 
CONSOLE -23MM4495PC72  
WAS $499.97 NOW...

$24997
ACCOMODATES MOST 40”-60” TVS

 The Best Gifts 
   at the Best Prices!

42” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV
 -42E3500  WAS $329.97

””” CLCCC ASSAASSS LELLEEEDDDDDD

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

$19997
NOW...

39% OFF
SAVE $130

50% OFF
SAVE $250

NOW...
$12997

27% OFF
SAVE $50

INSPIRON 2-IN-1 
NOTEBOOK 
WITH Intel®  
Celeron N3050 
-I30005099SLV

Merry Christmas from Our Family to Yours! 

WAS $249.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$40.00

PCR MAIL-IN REBATE -$20.00

31 BOTTLE CAPACITY 
WINE COOLER
• Soft Touch Control Panel 
   With Electronic Display 
• Soft Interior LED Lighting 
-WC3406  

$18997
NOW...

24% OFF 

SAVE $60

Extended Holiday Hours: • FRI•SAT 9AM-11 PM • SUN 9AM-10 PM

SAVE $50

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

Weight

Hard 
Drive 

Memory
(Ram)

11.6''

7
HRS

 3.1
 LBS

500
 GB

 4
 GB

Touch
Screen

32” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3273A  WAS $179.97

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

*

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

42''

$2999
NOW...

FREE
SCREEN 

PROTECTOR
-AS0VAT

7” ANDROID 4.4 TABLET
• Camera, 8GB Storage 
   (Expandable) 
• Email, Internet 
• 1000’s of Free APPs/Games
-3440D  WAS $79.99

7”””7” AAAAAAANNDNDNDNDRNDRNDRROO 62% OFF
SAVE $50

*PRICE LOWER IN-STORE

ALSO AVAILABLE -VR20H9050UW WAS $ 999.97  
SAVE  $300  NOW $699.97

28% OFF
SAVE $200

$49997

POWERBOT ESSENTIAL ROBOTIC VACUUM
• 20 Watts Motor Power  
• 12.2” Cleaning Path 
 -VR2AJ9020UG  WAS $699.97



GIFT CARDS...Great Gifts Come in Small Packages NO HIDDEN FEES. 
NO EXPIRATION DATE.

FREE     
Buy any 2 
Video Games
$3999 & UP* 

Get a 
$20 PCR Gift Card via mail

*AFTER P.C. RICHARD & SON MAIL-IN REBATE. NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER COUPON, OFFER OR 
DISCOUNT. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS. LIMIT 1 OFFER PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 12/19/15

46% OFF
SAVE $70

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

KIDS TAB 3 LITE
• 7” Touchscreen Display 
• 8GB Storage,
2MP Back Camera 
-T110NDWACCC

ENVY 5660
WIRELESS
e-ALL-IN-ONE PRINTER
-ENVY5660 

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

46% OFF
SAVE $70

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

WII U

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4
XB 360 | PS3

XBOX ONE 500 GB GEARS OF WAR: 
ULTIMATE EDITION BUNDLE 
-5C600083  WAS $349.99 

SAVE $50

XTREME PORTABLE 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 
-JBLXTREMEBLK
WAS $299.99

16% OFF
SAVE $50NOW...

$24999

EACH
$24995

EACH
$27995

WEARABLES ON SALE

FLEX WIRELESS
  ACTIVITY +
    SLEEP WRISTBAND
    -FB401BK/PK/SL*
       WAS $99.99

$7999
EACHNOW...

$9999
NOW...

SAVE $20

CHARGE WIRELESS ACTIVITY  
 + SLEEP WRISTBAND 
    ENERGIZES YOUR DAY
      -FB404BKL/ FB404BKS  
        WAS $129.99

SAVE $30

* MODELS/COLORS VARY BY STORE LOCATION. ALL COLORS AVAILABLE ON PCRICHARD.COM

LAST 2
DAYSSAVE ON

HOME OFFICE
SAVE $50 ON ANY 

XBOX ONE CONSOLE

$5999
EACH

 Your Choice...

EXPIRES 12/26/15 EXPIRES 12/26/15

HUGE SELECTION
OF BOSE HEADPHONES

                         

SPLASH
PROOF

SAVE $130 $34999
NOW...

WAS $479.99
PCR INSTANT REBATE -$130.00

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

15.6''

8
HRS

Weight

Hard
Drive 

4.73
 LBS

500
 GB

Memory
(Ram)

4
 GB

$29999
While Supplies Last

EXPIRES 12/26/15

NOW...

VIDEO GAME & CONSOLE SELECTION VARIES BY STORE LOCATION.

SOUNDLINK® 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER
-SLINKCOLORBK
WAS $129.91

23% OFF
SAVE $30NOW...

$9991
EXPIRES 12/26/15

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

PAVILION NOTEBOOK COMPUTER WITH 
Intel® Core i3 Dual-Core Processor 5005U
                   • DVD-DL/CD-RW Combo -15-AC178NR  

20% OFF
SAVE $20FLIP 3 WIRELESS PORTABLE 

STEREO SPEAKER
• Splash Proof Design
 -JBLFLIP3BLK  WAS $99.99

SOUNDLINK ON-EAR 
BLUETOOTH 
HEADPHONES                                
 -SLINKOEBTBLK
   SLINKOEBTWHT

BOSE SOUNDLINK 
AROUND-EAR 
WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES II   
 -SNDLNKAE2BLK 
   SNDLNKAE2WHT

$7997
EACHNOW...

BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS
ON SALE
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Police and fire officials in 

Forest Hills have their hands 
full. As city authorities inten-
sify their search for a serial 
Forest Hills arsonist who may 
be armed, they have also ar-
rested a suspect in a string of 
rubbish fires on Austin Street 
near the 112th Precinct. 

Samer Shuaib, 36, from 65-
05 Fleet St., has been charged 
with criminal mischief, arson 
and reckless endangerment 
after police said he set three 
small debris fires along Aus-
tin Street, near the 112th Pre-
cinct.

A video of the serial arson-
ist involved in the larger arson 
pattern taken Nov. 8 at around 
7:20 p.m. at 112th Street and 
68th Drive, shows the suspect 
pulling what police say might 
be a gun out of his left shoe 
 and transferring it to his front 
right pocket. 

In the video, the man is 
wearing a hooded sweater, 
gloves and sneakers. He also 
appears to be walking awk-
wardly.  

Around 10 minutes after 
the video was taken, a fire 
broke out in a nearby vacant 
home at 68-60 112th St. 

Police described the sus-

BY BILL PARRY

He still has swelling un-
der his left eye, but Sarker 
Haque’s spirits are soaring 
since the Astoria community 
rallied around him after he 
was beaten during a possible 
hate crime Dec. 5. Nearly two 
weeks later, the 52-year-old 
Bengali Muslim has a steady 
stream of friendly customers 
at his Fatima Food Mart on 
21st Avenue, and people greet 
him on the streets.

“Everyone is so nice to me, 
they always say hello,” Haque 
said. “Even small children ask 
me how I’m feeling. I am so 
happy about that.”

Haque got another lift Sun-
day afternoon when U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) walked into his store 
to visit and present him with 
an American flag that had 
flown over the U.S. Capitol 
Building in Washington. 

“It was so nice of him to 
come and see me, a very decent 
thing for him to do.” Haque 
said. He plans on displaying 
the flag in the Fatima Food 
Mart.

Crowley had been unable to 
take part in a rally at the store 
Dec. 8 that drew hundreds of 
the shopkeeper’s neighbors.

“The way in which Asto-
rians have responded to the 

Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 54
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The family of Detective Bri-
an Moore, along with elected 
officials and hundreds of of-
ficers, gathered with the pub-
lic in front of the NYPD 105th 
Precinct in Queens Village 
last week to pay tribute to the 

late officer, who was shot dead 
in early May.

The police unveiled a new 
co-named street on 222nd 
Street now bearing the name 
of Detective 1st Grade Brian 
Moore Way, which meant to 
remind the community of 
Moore’s accomplishments.

“We must honor him, not 
just through a street renam-
ing along with his colors, but 
we must work with our police 
— not hamper their efforts to 
make us safe,” said Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans), who introduced the 

Continued on Page 54

Police Commissioner William Bratton presides at the ceremony renam-
ing the street in front of the 105th Precinct after slain cop Brian Moore.  
Moore's father and mother flank the commissioner.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Authorities 
expand hunt 
for arsonist

Fallen NYPD offi cer is honored

Astorians stand with Sarker
Muslim store owner lifted by neighbors after possible hate crime attack

Third-graders from PS 29 in College Point — (l-r) Kathlyn Padilla, Nicole Decampo and Aliceson Ortiz 
— are buckled up for Delta Air's annual "Holiday in the Hanger: Flight to the North Pole at JFK.” The 
plane never left the ground, but the kids were flying high. See coverage on Pages 5, 28.  

Photo by Michael Shain

OH, STEWARDESS—WE’LL TAKE TWO
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
As debate continues over 

the future of the abandoned 
Rockaway Line, state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) is focusing on a small-
er, more immediate concern: 
deteriorating stanchions.

Addabbo called on the 
MTA at a Tuesday news con-
ference to repair the rusty  
beams holding up the old 
Long Island Rail Road track 
east of the intersection of 
Yellowstone Boulevard and 
Alderton Street at the Forest 
Hills-Rego Park border .

“Regardless of what proj-
ect, if any, might eventually 
come to fruition at this site, 
this unused rail and its stan-
chions still sit in this com-
munity right now in an ex-
tremely poor condition that 
could potentially cause seri-
ous harm to countless peo-
ple,” Addabbo said. “Before 
we can talk about turning 
this rail line into anything at 
all, it needs to be safe to the 
public.”

Addabbo said he reached 
out to the MTA and was as-
sured that the agency would 
look into and repair the stan-
chions in question.

He knelt down and put 
his hand through a hole at 
the bottom of the stanchion. 
Addabbo noted that other lo-
cations along the line, at 93rd 
, 101st and 103rd avenues, are 
also in disrepair and threat-
en pedestrians who walk un-
der the track.

“Aside from the structural 
integrity of these stanchions 
possibly being compromised, 
the rusty support beams cre-
ate a public health issue and 
need to be addressed immedi-
ately,” Addabbo said. 

While no time frame has 
yet been established for the 
repairs, Addabbo is pushing 
the MTA to address the prob-
lem next year.

“No matter what we do 
with this unused rail, the 
safety and structure stability 
has to be considered,” Add-
abbo said.

The Rockaway Line was 
fully decommissioned in 1962 
and much of it has remained 
untouched for more than four 
decades. For many, the track 
has become, “a quiet, peace-
ful area,” Addabbo said. 

But in recent months a 
number of uses have been 
floated to try and bring more 
transit options to central 
Queens or turn the line into 
an elevated garden.

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Howard Beach), 
with the support of U.S. Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhat-
tan), has proposed reactivat-
ing the line for commuter rail 
service. 

State Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) pro-
poses an express, or Select 
Bus Service, route along the 
abandoned rail line.

“I’m going to assume that 
any plan, whether it be the 
Queensway or SBS, will in-
clude a rehabilitation of the 
stanchions,” Addabbo con-
cluded. 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Community Board 5 has 
voted to support Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley’s 
(D-Glendale) proposed com-
muter-rail plan from Glendale 
to Long Island City. 

The vote, which ended up 
36 in support, six against and 
one abstention, came on the 
heels of CB 5’s Transportation 
and Public Transit commit-
tees narrowly recommending 
the proposal last week, 7 to 5. 

The recommendation 
makes CB 5 the first commu-
nity board in the county to 
support commuter rail.

“This commuter-rail line 
should be considered a part 
of a master plan for a new 
commuter rail system for the 
residents of Queens County,” 
CB 5’s recommendation read. 
“[The concept] would connect 
the Jamaica LIRR Station to 
the Hunters Point Terminal in 
Long Island City.”

The resolution noted that 
the proposal could be part of 
a larger plan with additional 
phases, including the reac-
tivation of the old Rockaway 
Branch of the LIRR, reactiva-
tion of the Bushwick Branch 
of the LIRR, connection to the 
LIRR’s East Side Access to 
Grand Central Terminal, or 
the LIRR’s existing Penn Sta-
tion Access.

“I believe when the plan 
was originally proposed it 
was stand-alone,” said CB 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri. “I 
think the Councilwoman un-
derstands that we would like 
a comprehensive plan, but she 
wants one portion ticked off,” 
he added. “We’re excited about 
it. But there are still a lot of 
questions.”

Crowley hopes to establish 
a rail commuter service line 
on the LIRR Lower Montauk 
line, which carried passenger 
service until the late 1990s and 

is currently lightly used to 
transport freight.

“Light rail in this commu-
nity could change the way we 
all work, where we eat, the 
way we play and more,” Crow-
ley said at the CB 5 meeting.

The plan would create new 
passenger stations at the Atlas 
Park Mall in Glendale, the M 
train station at Metropolitan 
Avenue in Middle Village, the 
abandoned Fresh Pond Road 
station beneath the Metropoli-
tan Avenue overpass, Flush-
ing Avenue in Maspeth and 
the Hunters Point Terminal in 
Long Island City.

“We have an elected offi-
cial who has spoken to agen-
cies trying to get resources 
invested in a part of the city 
that doesn’t have many re-
sources for mass transit,” said 
Toby Sheppard Bloch, a CB 5 
member who lives more than a 
mile from the nearest subway 
station. “It seems like a slam 
dunk.”

The plan, however, has its 
skeptics.

Bob Holden, a committee 
member, said the plan would 
only be feasible if it went to 
Jamaica and was connected 
to the Rockaway Line, which 
he said would alleviate many 
commuting problems on Wood-
haven Boulevard.

“They need a transporta-
tion master plan,” he said. 
“The plan is not really a plan 
yet, it’s just an idea.”

Crowley anticipates each 
rail car will cost about $3 
million. The tracks and the 
right-of-way—two of the most 
expensive pieces—have been 
secured for the future project, 
according to a Crowley spokes-
woman. 

According to a Crowley 
spokeswoman, the next step of 
the process is to secure funds 
for a feasibility study. No time-
line has been released. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo says 
93rd, 101st and 103rd avenues 
also threaten pedestrians who 
walk under the track. 

Photo by Gabriel Rom

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley hopes to establish a rail commuter 
service line from Glendale to Long Island City on the LIRR Lower Montauk 
line, which carried passenger service until the late 1990s and is current-
ly lightly used to transport freight. Photo by Michael Shain 

Sen. Addabbo calls 
foul on old rail line

CB5 OKs rail line
Crowley’s commuter transit option gains momentum
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Kingsland Homestead 
is celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of receiving New York 
City landmark status. In Oc-
tober 1965, it became the first 
New York City landmark in 
Queens eight months after the 
law went into effect.

Built between 1774 and 1785, 
the Kingsland Homestead, his-
toric home of the country’s 
first weeping beech tree, has 
been located at Weeping Beech 
Park at 143-35 37th Ave. since 
1968  and is the headquarters 
of the Queens Historical Soci-
ety. 

In 1973, after extensive 
restoration work, the house 
was opened to the public as 
a museum, owned and oper-
ated by the historical society. 
Its rooms are used for exhibi-
tions, a meeting place and as 
an archive and library. 

The 1964/1965 New York 
World’s Fair gave Kingsland 
Homestead more public-
ity, said Richard Hourahan, 
Queens Historical Society’s 

curator and collections man-
ager.

“Almost from the com-
mencement of the landmark, 
it was landmarked and there 
was an attempt to save it and 
a successful one,” Hourahan 
said. 

From 1965 to 1968, the 
Kingsland Preservation Com-
mittee, an ad hoc organization 
primarily based in Flushing, 
worked to raise money to pre-
vent Kingsland Homestead 
from being demolished by a 
developer. 

They were then able to reach 
an agreement with the city 
Parks Department to transfer 
Kingsland Homestead to park 
property at Weeping Beech 
Park from 155th Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue.   It was pre-
viously located at 158th Street 
and Northern Boulevard.

One of the terms of the 
Parks Department agreement 
was that the park site  had to 
be occupied by a not-for-profit 
for the public good. 

The preservation commit-
tee felt its mission, which was 

to keep Kingsland Homestead 
from being demolished, was 
accomplished.  

Since some members of the 
committee wanted to stay on, 
the committee merged with 
the Queens Historical Society, 
with the historical society of-
ficially coming to fruition in 
1968  . 

After forming in 1968, the 
first five years of the historical 
society’s existence  centered 
largely on Kingsland Home-

stead and the immediate area 
but the organization has now 
broadened its focus to other 
parts of Queens. 

Within 30 days of the King-
sland Homestead  receiving 
landmark status, the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act of 
1965, also known as the Hart-
Celler Act, was passed. The act 
phased out the national ori-
gins quota system and created 
a new immigration policy that 
sought to reunite immigrant 

families and bring skilled la-
bor to the United States.

Hourahan remarked the 
coincidence of the property 
becoming a landmark just as 
the borough, the city and the 
country were starting to un-
dergo population changes. 

 He said that 1.1 million, 
or about 49 percent of the 2.3 
million people living in the 
borough, are foreign-born res-
idents. He said immigration 
and changing populations was 
not a problem “intrinsically” 
for the historical society and 
that the society made sure to 
go all over Queens to address 
it.

“As far as the impact on 
society of 50 years of change, 
I think the society has been 
right there balancing its re-
quirements,” he said. “Its 
mission is to serve 2.3 million 
people.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Kingsland Homestead recently celebrated 50 years of landmark status. 

Historic home celebrates 50 years as landmark
Queens Historical Society’s Kingsland Homestead fi rst site in Queens to get recognition

DOT
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) took 
officials from the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation on a 
Wednesday morning walking 
tour of the intersection where 
Ovidio Jaramillo was struck 
and killed by a hit-and-run 
driver last week. The two hope 
that the DOT improves safety 
conditions at Northern Boule-
vard and Junction Boulevard, 
which has been the site of 25 
crashes so far this year lead-
ing to eight injuries and one 
death, according to the NYPD.

“It is urgent that we make 
safety improvements not only 
at the corner where Ovidio 
and so many others have been 
killed, but at dangerous streets 
throughout Corona and East 
Elmhurst,” Ferreras-Copeland 
said. “DOT coming out to the 
district today shows that they 
understand the urgency and is 
being responsive.”

The group also visited a 
roundabout at Ditmars Boule-
vard and 102nd Street in East 
Elmhurst, where speeding 
cars cause many collisions. 
Peralta handed DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia his safety redesign 
plans for the area around 90th 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue.

During a rally at the in-
tersection last week, Peralta 
announced that he would in-
troduce legislation mandating 
that the DOT create a program 
on “the dangers of being a dis-
tracted pedestrian” based on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ‘Don’t 
Text and Drive’ campaign.

“The DOT is the city’s ex-
pert on road and street safety, 
so they are the best fit to or-
chestrate this public aware-
ness campaign, so long as New 
Yorkers in all five boroughs 
get the message that distracted 
walking is unsafe walking,” 
Peralta said. “We can’t always 
protect the public against reck-
less drivers and their bad deci-

sions, but we must ensure that 
we all work together to reduce 
the odds of pedestrians falling 
victim to unsafe motorists.”

Meanwhile, with nearly 
40,000 hit-and-run crashes 
citywide this year, 4,000 of 
which involved a person be-
ing hit, the City Council took 
action Wednesday by voting 
to strengthen Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer’s “Justice 
for Hit-and-Run Victims Act 
passed in 2014. For the first 
time the city will be able to im-
pose penalties up to $20,000 to 
repeat offenders who are found 
guilty of hit-and-run crashes.

A second bill will require 

BY MADINA TOURE

The Korean-American and 
Chinese nail salon associa-
tions said they would continue 
to explore other legal options 
after the New York State Su-
preme Court dismissed their 
lawsuit seeking to block the 
wage bond in the nail salon 
law.

The two groups filed the 
lawsuit in September on the 
grounds that Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the state of New 
York have been selectively en-
forcing a wage bond require-
ment that seeks to ensure 
workers who experience wage 
theft are compensated. A New 
York state judge dismissed the 
lawsuit last week. 

“While we are disappoint-
ed in the court’s ruling, we 

continue to stand by the fact 
that the wage bond emergency 
regulations as promulgated by 
Gov. Cuomo’s administration, 
while well-intentioned, violate 
the letter of the law, are based 
on a now widely discredited 
news report, and are in prac-

tice unjust, jeopardize thou-
sands of small businesses, and 
the livelihoods of tens of thou-
sands of workers,” the trade 
associations said in a joint 
statement. 

In July, Cuomo signed into 
law a bill, introduced by state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing), which would shut 
down unlicensed nail salons 
and grant trainee status to vul-
nerable unlicensed workers 
following a New York Times 
report in May on abuse in the 
nail salon industry. The Asian-
American community thought 
it was unfairly singled out.

Cuomo called the decision 
a victory for “some of the most 
vulnerable New Yorkers.”

“This administration be-
lieves in the promise of a fair 

 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Just a few miles away from 
where 17-year old Ovidio Ja-
ramillo was fatally struck in 
a hit-and-run accident fam-
ily and friends attended his 
funeral Monday at the Saint 
Joan of Arc Parish in Jack-
son Heights.  

Jaramillo was making his 
way across the intersection 
at Northern and Junction 
boulevards after attending 
another funeral Dec. 8 when 
a speeding black Toyota Cam-
ry slammed into him and fled 
the scene, according to police 
officials.

Many students, teachers 
and neighbors came to his 
wake Saturday at the Gerard 
Neufeld Inc Funeral Home in 
Elmhurst to say their final 
goodbye to the young man 
who was described as a fun-
loving, happy teenager. 

Jaramillo, an alumnus 
of St. Joan of Arc Catholic 
School, which he attended 
from kindergarten to eighth 
grade, was a junior at St. 
John Prep High School in As-
toria.

Fellow classmates stood 
awkwardly in line, teary and 
wide-eyed, not knowing what 
to expect at the end.

A couple of young men 
left before reaching the cof-
fin, too emotional to go any 
further. 

Hundreds of students 
walked away from the coffin 
in tears and shaking their 
heads as they came to the 
realization that they would 
never see their classmate and 
friend again.

“He was always a happy 
person. We took classes 
together,” Katherina Bal-
uyut, a fellow St. John Prep 
student, said. “It has been a 
real shock.”

Baluyut said it was al-
ways good to see Jaramillo 
in a classroom, “We laughed 
a lot together.”

Another St. John Prep 
student, Justin Ennis from 
Queens Village, said the 
day after students found out 
about the deadly accident 
the school had been eerily 
quiet.

“I had never seen the 
school like that. Then later 
we all prayed for him,” he 
said. 

Jaramillo, who was his 
father’s namesake and only 
child, enjoyed deejaying and 

loved his annual family trips 
to Peru and Colombia, ac-
cording to friends and family 
members. 

“It is a huge loss. Not ev-
eryone knew Ovidio but now 
everyone does. The communi-
ty truly lost a son,” state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-Elmhurst) 
said.

Peralta said there should 
be an initiative to educate 
drivers, while for wreckless 
drivers he suggested stiffer 
penalties. 

During the wake, police 
released information on a 
person of interest, a passen-
ger from the Toyota Camry 
suspected to have been in-
volved in the fatal collision. 
Police said the investigation 
into the accident was ongo-
ing.

Hundreds of mourners 
attended Jaramillo’s funeral 
Monday and family members 
asked the driver of the car to 
come forward to ease their 
pain.

TimesLedger reported 
last week a startling num-
ber of pedestrian accidents. 
In a City Council hearing 
on transportation, an NYPD 
transit inspector revealed 
that in 2015 out of 38,000 hit-
and-run accidents across the 
city -- 4,000 involved injuries, 
31 were fatal, while only 28 
arrests have been made.  

Jaramillo was cremated 
at the All Souls Crematory 
at St. Michael’s Cemetery in 
Astoria.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

The New York State Supreme Court 
dismissed a lawsuit by two nail sa-
lon trade associations targeting 
the wage bond requirement in the 
nail salon law.

  
St. John Prep students mourn the 
loss of Ovidio Jaramillo, a class-
mate that died in a fatal hit-and-
run accident last week.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Elected officials meet with DOT personnel at the intersection where 
Ovidio Jaramillo died after he was struck by a hit-and-run motorist last 
week. Photo courtesy of Senator Peralta

Community mourns
loss of accident victim

Nail salon lawsuit dismissed

Electeds talk to DOT
Council takes action on growing hit-and-run epidemic 

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 40
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has an Airbnb problem in his 
district and he’s not happy 
about it. 

One of his constituents, 
Eddie Shiew, owns a three-
story home in Elmhurst. 
Shiew recently rented the 
third floor, a three-bedroom 
apartment to Burak Firik 
and Dogan Kimilli for $2,500 
a month, according to WPIX. 
Shiew found that the two 
renters renovated the unit 
without his knowledge.

“I went in the next day 
and found they had turned a 
three-bedroom into a 10-bed-
room apartment,” Shiew told 
WPIX. Using sheetrock, a 
construction crew had subdi-
vided each bedroom and then 
listed the micro-rooms for 
rent for $35 a night on Airbnb, 

the house-sharing website.
Shiew brought in work-

men to remove the sheetrock, 
changed the locks on the 
doors and demanded the two 
renters leave. 

“They went to court and 
got a court order against me,” 
Shiew told WPIX. “They said 
I illegally locked them out.”

Once back on the third 
floor, the two recreated the 
spaces for rent on Airbnb us-
ing curtains instead of sheet-
rock. Shiew hired an attorney 
and is trying to evict them.

“I am deeply disturbed by 
recent allegations as report-
ed by WPIX of the illegal con-
version of a three-bedroom 
apartment at 88-23 53rd Ave. 
in Elmhurst into 10 cramped 
rooms, which were then list-
ed on Airbnb’s website by the 
renters of the apartment,” 
Dromm said. “This is yet an-

BY MADINA TOURE

The Flushing Willets Point 
Corona Local Development 
Corporation has taken the lead 
on the Flushing waterfront 
project and other quality-of-
life issues in north-central 
Queens.  

The LDC, headed by for-
mer Borough President Claire 
Shulman, has played a key 
role in the City Planning De-
partment’s project to create 
Flushing West, a planned com-
munity with waterfront access 
and housing and commercial 
space on the Flushing water-
front. 

In 2011, the LDC received 
a $1.5 million New York State 
Brownfield Opportunity 
Grant to fund the project. City 
Planning decided to combine 
the corporation’s project into 
its housing study of Flushing 

West. The city is preparing the 
environmental impact state-
ment for the project under a 
contract with the LDC. 

Shulman said the corpora-
tion and the city Economic De-
velopment Corporation were 
both fined for lobbying but 
that they no longer undertake 
the practice.

“It’s all moving along nice-

ly,” Shulman said. “I’d rather 
it move along more quickly, 
but the city is moving along 
with what they call deliberate 
speed.”

Formed about seven years 
ago, the LDC is composed 
of private and public sector 
stakeholders working to de-
velop comprehensive econom-
ic development goals for the 
Flushing, Willets Point and 
Corona neighborhoods. 

Former Deputy Mayor for 
Economic Development Dan 
Doctoroff asked Shulman if 
she would work with him on 
developing and getting City 
Council approval for the Wil-
lets Point Development Plan.

They made an agreement 
that ensured the inclusion of 
downtown Flushing on the 
east side of the Flushing River, 
with Doctoroff suggesting the 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

More than a hundred chil-
dren from PS 29 and the Flush-
ing YMCA boarded a Delta Air 
Lines plane at Kennedy In-
ternational Airport Tuesday 
morning along with Santa’s 
elves, heading to the North 
Pole to visit the jolly man in a 
red suit. 

In addition to Santa, Delta’s 
fifth Holiday in the Hanger 
featured the Rockettes, Mets, 
New York Rangers, New York 
Knicks and Abigail Breslin 
from the new television series 
“Scream Queens.”

Every year, Delta Air orga-
nizes an elaborate mock flight 
to the North Pole for children 
across the city. From enter-
ing the airport to check-in and 
security until they land at the 
North Pole,  the children were 
escorted through each step 
by Delta employee volunteers 
dressed up as elves.

JFK made sure to match 
the destination on the depar-
ture board and check-in area, 
“North Pole Check-in.”

The children were handed 
boarding passes to get to the 

North Pole. 
“We do this across the coun-

try. JFK and Los Angeles air-
ports are our biggest events,” a 
Delta spokeswoman said. “But 
JFK really takes it to the next 
level—making it even more 
special.”

Children board the flight 
and are told to keep the win-

dow shades down while they 
take the Delta 747-400 Series 
flight to a hangar off the main 
runway. 

“We have a five-hour flight, 
“ the Delta onboard staff an-
nounced. “This plane is the 
fastest there is and we will get 
there in 18 minutes,”

About 150 children sang 

Christmas songs and had 
cookies for food service on 
their flight. 

 “Some of these children 
have never been on a plane 
and this is real treat for them.” 
Flushing YMCA Executive Di-
rector Jen Silvers said. 

  One lucky boy, Bryan Pi-
mento, had the chance to ride 

in the cockpit before the “take-
off for the North Pole.”

The Delta aircraft taxied 
to the hangar  where a boun-
cy gingerbread house, sports 
stars, movie actors, the Rock-
ettes, lots of food, games and 
Santa Claus waited for the 
children, who received pres-
ents from Toys, Tots, Pets & 
More, a website for gifts.

The Flushing YMCA has a 
popular after-school program 
that provides academic sup-
port  tailored to students of all 
ages and includes third-grade 
students from PS 29 in Flush-
ing, many of whom took the 
Delta flight.

 PS 29, located at 125-10 23rd  
Avenue, is a Title 1 school, 
where an estimated 80 percent 
of students receive free lunch-
es. It has a diverse population 
of students, according to Prin-
cipal Jill Leakey-Eisenberg. 

A report released Tuesday 
by the city’s Independent Bud-
get Office said middle-school 
afterschool programs are in 
danger of losing funding for 
over 17,000 students  despite an 
increase in demand for after-
school programs.

A rendering of River Park Place on 
the Flushing waterfront.  

Photo courtesy of Ismael Leyva

The Delta aircraft headed for the North Pole taxied to a hangar at JFK where children from the Flushing YMCA 
program accompanied by Delta elves met the Rockettes, sports stars and Santa Claus.

Photo by Michael Shain

Kids take Delta fl ight to North Pole
Children from PS 29 in College Pt. taxi to hangar at Kennedy Airport in jetliner to meet Santa

Northern Queens corp. aims 
to revitalize neighborhoods

Airbnb pulls listings
of Elmhurst apartment

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
An investigation into 109th 

Precinct officers accused of 
taking bribes from karaoke 
club owners in Flushing has 
reignited concerns among res-
idents about illegal activities 
inside karaoke clubs through-
out the neighborhood. 

Yaytu Yam, 35, a detective 
who had been a police officer 
since January 2005, and Rob-
ert Sung, 50, a lieutenant, have 
been charged with accepting 
bribes from owners in ex-
change for letting them know 
when narcotics or vice units 
planned to schedule police 
raids, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Both officers have been sus-
pended without pay and other 
officers are being invested, po-
lice officials said. 

Maria Becce, second vice 
president of the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation, said that about seven 
years ago convenience stores 
along 164th Street between 
Crocheron Avenue and Depot 
Road closed up and were re-

placed by karaoke clubs and 
spas.

Becce said Ob Cavem, 
which she described as “dere-
lict-looking,” replaced a coffee 
shop at the corner. She noticed 
women wearing short skirts 
in front of clubs, along with 
groups of men going into the 
clubs very late at night and en-
gaging in heavy drinking.

She said she is worried in 
light of the karaoke club bribe 
probe, noting that elected of-
ficials and the 109th Precinct 
have been responsive.

“When you have a block 
that’s surrounded, literally 
surrounded by residential 
homes and apartments and 
the same activity is going on, 
it begs the question: Is there 
a problem on this block, too?” 
Becce said.

One time, she saw a man 
knock on the door of a spa at 
about 11 p.m. or later and wit-
nessed someone pulling back 
the curtain and allowing the 
man to enter the spa.

When a reporter visited 
a karaoke club in Broadway-
Flushing Tuesday night, three 
men were standing in front of 

a karaoke bar in Broadway-
Flushing smoking cigarettes 
and appeared suspicious. At 
another karaoke club in the 
area, an employee appeared 
nervous as patrons asked 
questions about the club. 

Sung was upset when Yam 
told an officer he could not 
make arrests at Club JJNY 
at 147-38 Northern Blvd.—
described as a known location 

for drug activity, including 
ketamine and marijuana—
because it was Sung’s “place,” 
according to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the DA’s office.

Yam got an officer to issue 
desk appearance tickets in-
stead of a misdemeanor charge 
for two individuals who pos-
sessed narcotics while at Club 
Joyful at 33-46 Linden Place in 
September 2014, the complaint 

said.
Yam allegedly invited club 

managers to a barbecue at his 
home as well as police birth-
day parties, where he received 
his $2,000 payments per month 
for three years of protection, 
according to the complaint.

Yam also asked an officer 
to conduct inspections at Chi-
na Bar, Babyface, Soho and 
Flower, other Flushing kara-
oke clubs, the complaint said.

Bob Hanophy, the hom-
eowners’ association’s presi-
dent, said members take pho-
tos on their smartphones and 
that he found a man asleep on 
his lawn once.

The association has re-
ceived complaints about 
drunken behavior such as pub-
lic urination, littering, drunk 
driving and drugs and 

“There’s all kinds of things 
going on where they’re not 
good neighbors in the neigh-
borhood,” Hanophy said.

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) has been 
working with the association 
to address specific karaoke 
bars and neighborhoods. 

A woman standing in front of Ob Cavem, a karaoke club in Broadway-
Flushing.  Photo by Maria Becce

Flushing karaoke clubs under scrutiny

Continued on Page 9



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 18–24, 2015 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

GREAT GIFTS FROM $9.99

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective thru December 24th

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 

Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim

SUITS $5999

WEDDING PARTIES
Boys. Big & Tall. Tuxedos.

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ........... $250 .......  $9999 ..........3 for $250
New Vested Suits .... $300 ......  $12999 ..........3 for $300
Luxury Wool ........... $425 ......  $15999 .......... 3 for $425

GUARANTEED BEST VALUES ON THE HOT TRENDS

NEW MILITARY BOOTS...$39.99 • 2 FOR $75

SLIM FITSLIM FIT
SUITSSUITS

$7999

3 FOR $200

S
P

E

CIA
L PURCHA

S
E

S
PECIAL PURCHA

SE

H O L I D AY

SALE
SAVE UP TO

70% OFF
VALUE PRICES

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS
$24.99
$75 VALUE

OUTERWEAR
FROM

$19.99

SWEATERS
MANY MODELS

$9.99
WHEN YOU BUY 3

BLAZERS
HOTTEST SLIM FIT STYLES

$39.99

*Oil prices as of August 2015. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15550

Oil  |  Heating  |  Cooling  |  Duct Cleaning

petro.com petro mobile connect on

HEATING OIL
SAVE NOW

Call for special offers! 877.358.2186

•  Oil prices at  
near 5-year lows*

•  Ultra Low Sulfur  
Bioheat/Fuel

•  24/7 service and  
support in any weather

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 

money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.
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Free runs and walks every Saturday at 9 a.m.
Meet us next to the restrooms at the track.

Everyone is welcome at Open Run 
GET MOVING IN  ASTORIA PARK

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering? 
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.

This program is in collaboration with NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative. #NYRROpenRun  
#OR_AstoriaPark

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas,

and a Happy and Healthy
New Year.

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offi ces:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas,

and a Happy and Healthy
New Year.

Paid for by Crowley for Congress

Congressman Joe Crowley 
wishing you and your family a  

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) is not 
returning a campaign contri-
bution from Brian Meara, a 
lobbyist who cooperated with 
the government in its inves-
tigation of former New York 
State Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver, because Meara is 
his uncle, a spokesman said.

Silver was found guilty of 
federal corruption charges 
and using his official position 
to receive nearly $4 million 
in bribes and kickbacks from 
people and businesses in ex-
change for his official acts, 
according to Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara.

Glenwood Management, a 
real estate developer, was in-
volved in one of the schemes, 

Bharara said. Silver was re-
ceiving a portion of the legal 
fees that Glenwood was paying 

its real estate tax lawyers.
He masked these payments 

from public view by disguising 
the payments as income to his 
law practice, the U.S. attorney 
said. 

Braunstein received a 
$4,100 contribution from, 
Meara, who was Glenwood 
Management’s lobbyist.

David Fischer, a spokes-
man for Braunstein, said the 
lawmaker will not return 
the contribution as Meara is 
Braunstein’s uncle as well as a 
lifelong resident of Bayside.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The much-anticipated 
grand opening of The French 
Workshop, at 38-39 Bell Blvd., 
attracted a huge turnout in 
Bayside last Friday night, 
when the owners held a cer-
emonial ribbon-cutting and 
blessing of the bakery.

The French Workshop is a 
French artisan bakery featur-
ing an assortment of decadent 
sweets, pastries and breads. It 
is the conception of brothers 
Neil and Jerry Pantelatos.

The brothers, who run their 
family’s bakeries in Ditmars, 
Queens, and Morningside 
Heights, Manhattan, under 
the name Artopolis, said they 
wanted to establish something 
more authentic for the French 
baking experience.

Jerry Pantelatos studied 
at the French Culinary Insti-
tute in SoHo. He said his back-
ground has inspired him and 
his family to pay close atten-
tion to detail in opening up a 
new bakery.

“The idea behind this bak-
ery has been in the works for 
a few years now,” Jerry Pan-
telatos said. “We grew up in 
the bakery business—we love 
what we do. And I am from 
Bayside, I grew up here and I 
love this area. We really want-
ed to do something that hits 
home.”

Jerry and Neil Pantelatos’ 
father, Nick Pantelatos, want-
ed to go above and beyond, 
forming a partnership with 
Demitrius Zorbas, whose fam-
ily owns over 60 bakeries and 
baked-goods factories in Cy-
prus and Dubai.   

“And we went in 50/50 here 
on this beautiful bakery with 
a nice open concept, and hope-

fully we are going to be able to 
expand,” Nick Pantelatos said.

The kitchen at the French 
Workshop is separated from 
the front counter by large 
panes of glass, so patrons can 
see the bakers making the 
breads and pastries.

“All our kitchen is exposed, 
because we want everyone to 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Thousands of bus rid-
ers probably long suspected 
it, but the transit advocacy 
agency Straphangers Cam-
paign has bestowed an an-
nual Pokey award to the Q58 
as the slowest bus in Queens 
and designated the Q43 the 
most unreliable in the bor-
ough.

The Q58 averages 7 mph on 
its route from Ridgewood to 
Flushing Main Street, while 
the Q43 operates runs from 
Floral Park to Jamaica.

The Straphangers gave its 
Pokey prize for the slowest 
bus in the city to the M66, a 
Manhattan crosstown bus 
that averages 3.1 mph, which 
is slower than a turtle.

The Schleppie prize for 
the most unreliable in the 
city was a tie with the M1 and 
M101/102 and M103.  They ar-
rived in bunches or with ma-
jor gaps in service 37 percent 
of the time.

The Straphangers said the 
champion M66 had the slow-
est bus “speeds”out of the 
35 lines surveyed and was 
clocked at an average of 3.1 
mph at noon.

“In the classic fable the 
tortoise (an even slower rela-
tive of the turtle) beats the 
hare, spawning the moral: 
slow and steady wins the 
race,” Straphangers Cam-
paign attorney Gene Rus-
sianoff said. “But add the M66 

and that crosstown bus come 
in behind both the turtle and 
the hare. Bus riders are pain-
fully familiar with a differ-
ent moral: crawl in traffic, 
end up in last place.”

The M66 travels crosstown 
on 65th through 66th streets 
between West End and York 
avenues.

 In Queens the Q43 that 
runs between Floral Park 
and Jamaica was ranked 
among the most unreliable 
with gaps in service 22.2 per-
cent of the time.

 “But there is real hope 
for dramatic improvement 
for better local bus service by 
using techniques pioneered 
for Select Bus Service,” the 
survey said. “City traffic and 
transit officials should close-
ly study which of the SBS fea-
tures could be applied to local 
bus service.”

Select Bus Service has fea-
tures that provide faster ser-
vice, such as collecting fares 
before boarding, buses with 
three doors and low floors to 
speed up boarding and alight-
ing, re-configuring bus stops 
and lanes to reduce conflicts 
with other traffic, wider sub-
way style spacing between 
stops and enforcement of 
bus lanes by cameras to keep 
lanes moving.

New York City’s SBS bus 
service began in the Bronx 
and now is in effect in all bor-
oughs.

ED BRAUNSTEIN

The Q43 is cited as the most unreliable bus line Queens.  
YouTube

The pastry showcase at The French Workshop, which opened this 
week on Bell Boulevard, is filled with you-only-live-once goodies.  

Photo by Tom Momberg

Q58, 43 bus routes 
dubbed boro’s worst

Pol keeps lobbyist donation 

Bonjour Bell Blvd.
The French Workshop bakery now open in Bayside

“For the most part, the ma-
jority of them are legitimate, 
good operators and just like 
any other industry, there’s 
a few bad apples in certain 
neighborhoods,” Kim said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 

(D-Flushing) said that in 
2014, residents complained to 
her about illegal activities at 
the Internet café and KTV ka-
raoke bar at 140-08 Holly Ave. 

“It seems to me that prop-
erly regulated karaoke bars 
have a place in the commu-
nity,” Stavisky said. “Howev-
er, the real issue is properly 
regulated.”

Continued from Page 6 

Bribes

Continued on Page 54
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POLICE 

Blotter
FOREST HILLS — A Rego Park 

man has been arrested in connection 
with a string of rubbish fires Dec. 16 on 
Austin Street in Forest Hills, accord-
ing to police.

Samer Shuaib, 36, from 65-05 Fleet 
St., has been charged with criminal 
mischief, arson and reckless endan-
germent after police said he set three 
small debris fires along Austin Street, 
near the 112th Precinct.

According to police, the suspect set 
the fires between the hours of 11:49 p.m. 
and midnight: one on the side of 69-02 
Austin St., one opposite 69-30 Austin 
St. and one in front of 68-40 Austin St.

No injuries were reported, accord-
ing to the FDNY.

Police were able to find surveillance 
video of the suspected arsonist, which 
they released to the media last week.

Police said the rubbish fires were 
unrelated to the recent arson pattern 

in which seven residential construc-
tion sites have been torched through-
out Forest Hills.

That suspect is still at large.

WOODHAVEN — With the recent 
spate of suspicious fires in Forest Hills, 
FDNY officials put out an all-hands 
call Wednesday afternoon for a brush 
fire in Forest Park. 

Several emergency vehicles, and 
even a helicopter, responded to the area 
of 90th Street and Park Lane South 
shortly before 3 p.m. to extinguish the 
fire near the tennis courts. 

According to a police officer on the 
scene, the fire was not being consid-
ered suspicious. 

A spokesman for the FDNY said the 
department would be conducting its 
own investigation. 

FOREST HILLS — A 45-year-old 
man from Connecticut died early 
Wednesday after his car collided with 
a tractor trailer on the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway.

At about 4:45 a.m., officers respond-
ed to a 911 call about a collision on the 
highway near 73rd Avenue, according 
to the police. 

Upon arrival, officers discovered 
the man, identified as Tarik William-
son, of Waterbury, unconscious and 
unresponsive with trauma to the body, 
police said. 

EMS responded and pronounced 
Williamson dead at the scene, officials 
said. 

A preliminary investigation re-
vealed that Williamson was driving 
his 2012 Acura in the southbound 
lanes at an apparent high rate of speed 
when it collided with the rear of a 2005 

Kenworth tractor trailer driven by a 
53-year-old man, police added. 

The truck driver remained on the 
scene, officials continued. 

No arrests have been made and 
the investigation was ongoing by the 
NYPD’s Collision Investigation Squad, 
according to a police spokesman. 

Cops arrest a neighborhood man on charg-
es he set fire to three sidewalk trash cans 
on Austin Street in Forest Hills. This security 
camera shot was used to identify him.  

Photo courtesy of NYPD

Conn. man killed in Van Wyck crash: NYPD

Brush fire hits Forest Park in Woodhaven

Man arrested in Forest Hills trash fires: Cops
PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS

We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER

FDNY personnel responded to Forest Park in 
Woodhaven Wednesday afternoon for a re-
ported brush fire near the tennis courts.  

Photo by Merle Exit

The Van Wyck was the site of a fatal acci-
dent Wednesday. Courtesy of WPIX
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

1

3

2

1557 Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718.451.3344
1357 Fulton St.

Brooklyn, NY 11216
718.622.3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

718.848.3344
133-22 Springfield Blvd.

Springfield Gardens, NY 11413
718.528.3344

Contact us for even more ideas
that work for your business.
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As the holidays approached, there were some 
memorable moments in Queens.

First and foremost, we must note the ingenuity 
of two entrepreneurs who rented the upstairs floor 
of a house in Elmhurst and converted the space into 
10 separate sleeping stalls. These Spartan surround-
ings were not for the homeless. They were Airbnb 
pads for what we suspect were inveterate consumers 
who flew into our airports to shop at Queens Center 
Mall. How much loot the holiday customers could 
pack into each little room is another question.

The unseasonably warm weather has been a 
downer for shoppers, who have avoided the borough’s 
emporiums with thoughts of Florida North dancing 
in their heads. Merchants are facing stiff competi-
tion from big online marketers, which has pressured 
UPS to hire extra drivers.

Watch the next UPS driver—he/she in season-
ally appropriate shorts will be so loaded down with 
parcels that you’ll be ready to ask Santa to authorize 
some serious overtime for his helper and high-octane 
gas for his mechanical reindeer.

As for the post office, the lines are not what they 
used to be. But tempers still fray when the chirpy 
woman standing at the window with her two small 
children wants to stage a family intervention to de-
cide on stamps for this year’s Christmas cards.

For the Queens residents who suffer from season-
al affective disorder, appropriately known as SAD, 
there is a bit of light at the end of the month to usher 
in Christmas. On Dec. 22 the winter solstice wel-
comes the rebirth of the sun on the shortest day of 
the year. This marks the return of longer days, when 
sunlight begins creeping back by minutes per day.

Counting the minutes in an hourglass might make 
for a pyrrhic victory against the winter doldrums.

In the case of Cadillac Man, Queens’ best known 
man of the streets, a permanent home has chased 
away his blues.

 After 21 years of living under a viaduct at the 
Hell Gate Bridge and in St. Michael’s Cemetery, the 
65-year-old homeless vet landed a 12th floor flat for 
seniors in his beloved Astoria this month.

In 2005 the TimesLedger Newspapers introduced 
Cadillac Man to readers in a series of stories that led 
to Esquire Magazine publishing some of his writings. 
His 2009 memoir “Land of Lost Souls: My Life on the 
Streets” inspired actor Richard Gere, who played a 
homeless man in the movie “Time Out of Mind.”

“Now I’ll be able to sleep without sleeping with 
one eye open and when I close my eyes for the last 
time, I’ll be closing them here in Astoria,” he said as 
his settled into his new digs.

HOLIDAY MUSINGS

A diffi cult road for Briarwood bikers
I am writing to alert bikers to 

the deadly danger upon approach-
ing the Briarwood boondoggle of 
the Kew Gardens Interchange 
Project on Queens Boulevard go-
ing either east towards the south 
side of Interstate 678 (Van Wyck 
Expressway) with a forked Dead 
Man’s Curve, or west along a nar-
row two-lane road.

Also, there are no bike lanes 
in either direction along Queens 
Boulevard, and no sidewalk on 

the south side. The only strip 
that is safe from vehicular traf-
fic is the pedestrian sidewalk on 
the north side, and riding there 
would constitute a traffic viola-
tion for biking on the sidewalk. 

The effect of this present con-
struction is essentially to ban all 
bicycles from access to Queens 
Boulevard from Main Street to 
Hoover Avenue. I suggest that the 
Department of Transportation 
post signs for two detour routes 

for bikers approaching the Bri-
arwood Dead Man’s Curve from 
either western or eastern Queens 
Boulevard directions with the 
following message: Briarwood 
Bikers Beware! Dead Man’s 
Curve Ahead.

 
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing
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READERS WRITE

A proposed amendment 
to the New York City charter 
by the City Council requiring 
both the New York City De-
partment of Transportation 
and Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority to study po-
tential light-rail systems and 
other transportation improve-
ments, along with adding pas-
senger service on existing ac-
tive and inactive freight rail 
lines in all five boroughs, is a 
waste of time and money. Both 
issues have been previously 
studied on numerous occa-
sions by various planning and 
transportation agencies going 
back decades.

Consider that the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority has both five-year and 
20-year long-range capital 
plans, which are periodically 
updated. Both documents 
clearly outline what capital 
funding is needed to maintain 
both a state of good repair for 
existing equipment, facilities 
and services along with safe-
ty, security and any future 

system expansion projects 
and programs. Specific costs 
and individual MTA operating 
agencies are also identified for 
both projects and programs.

The New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation main-
tains the Statewide Transpor-
tation Improvement Program.  
Each Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for every urban-
ized area which is affiliated 
with NYSDOT maintains a lo-
cal Transportation Improve-
ment Program.  The New York 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Council maintains a complete 
listing of proposed transpor-
tation projects, which is up-
dated on a yearly basis. Both 
the STIP and TIP documents 
contain a complete inventory 
of potential transportation 
improvement projects, respec-
tive sponsoring agency and 
estimated cost.

Both the MPO and NYS-
DOT maintain five-year short-
range and 20-year long-range 
lists of potential capital trans-
portation improvement proj-

ects by recipient and operat-
ing agency.

Every year, millions of dol-
lars are spent for planning 
studies to research the poten-
tial for new transportation 
capital investments and sys-
tem expansion. This includes 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s own 
New York State Department of 
Transportation and Economic 
Development Corporation, 
state-sponsored Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations in 
every major urbanized area, 
including the New York Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Council, which serves New 
York City; the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey, 
the Metropolitan Transpo-
ration Authority along with 
each operating agency includ-
ing NYC Transit, Long Island 
Rail Road, Metro North Rail 
Road and MTA Bus; Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s own

Department of Transpor-
tation, Department of City 
Planning and Economic De-
velopment Corporation along 

with the Regional Planning 
Association and other private 
entities. All of them periodi-
cally conduct transportation 
planning feasibility studies.

Collectively, every decade 
a complete inventory of all 
these agencies would reveal 
dozens and dozens of trans-
portation studies worth close 
to $100 million in costs have 
been completed. Funding for 
these studies comes from a va-
riety of sources.

Has anyone ever taken 
a complete inventory of all 
these studies? Have they 
checked out the recommenda-
tions, estimated project costs, 
timeline for implementation 
and identification of potential 
funding sources for going for-
ward? Who checks to see that 
one study is not just a duplica-
tion of a previous study for the 
same issue?

Too many transportation 
studies championed by nu-
merous elected officials are 
nothing more than placebos 
designed to placate dema-

gogues, who are not regular 
users of the numerous public 
transportation alternatives 
that have been available for 
decades.

The real problem is finding 
money to make things happen. 
All too often funding for many 
studies would have been better 
spent on real capital and oper-
ating service improvements 
instead of just lining the pock-
ets of consultants. How many 
studies end up on the shelf of 
planners just collecting dust? 
How many times do we end up 
with a series of press confer-
ences and news releases de-
signed to provide free publici-
ty for elected officials to assist 
them in greasing the wheels of 
future elections. These same 
elected officials promise a 
bright future but leave riders 
holding an empty bag.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Better safe than sorry

Transit studies waste time and money

When the Los Angeles 
School District shut down all 
of its schools due to what offi-
cials there termed a credible 
threat to the safety and secu-
rity of thousands of students 
and staff, why didn’t the New 
York City Public school sys-
tem do the same, since it re-
ceived a similar threat?

According to the mayor 
and police commissioner, it 
was deemed a hoax by law en-
forcement officials, so closing 
the schools was not  neces-
sary. Whether it was deemed 
a hoax or not, New York City 
schools should have been 
shut, even as a precaution.

It was not right of Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
to criticize the actions taken 
by law enforcement in Los 
Angeles. Another interest-

ing point here is that during 
their press conference with 
the media, Chancellor Car-
men Fariña was not there to 
speak. Why? What was the 
reason for her not being there 
alongside the mayor and the 
police commissioner?

She should have been 
there to speak to the media 
and publicly reassure par-
ents, students, teachers and 
other school staff that every-
thing was safe for our public 
schools to be open.

Prudence should take pre-
cedence, as well as common 
sense prevailing. Should 
this happen again, what will 
be the Department of Educa-
tion’s plan?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

A RECORD-BREAKING OPENING

Twenty-five years and a billion dollars later, the NYPD's new Police Academy in College Point opened 
officially this week with Mayor Bill de Blasio, Police Comissioner Bill Bratton and other officials cutting 
the ribbon. The new academy, the world's largest according to the city, will replace the old training 
 facility in Gramercy Park that had been in use since the early 1960s.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Y
iddish is the language 
that used to work like 
magic for the Jews of Eu-
rope. You could be from 

Russia, Romania or France, 
and even if you couldn’t un-
derstand a lick of each other’s 
official languages, you could 
almost certainly speak the 
Jewish language of Yiddish, 
and all talk together. Or sing. 

Coming this Dec. 24–29 you 
can do (or attempt) both, at the 
first annual Yiddish New York 
Festival sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Traditional Music and 
Dance, on the Lower East Side. 
But those activities are also 
what the Jews who survived 
the Holocaust were asked to do 
in the lobby of an Upper West 
Side hotel in 1948: Talk and 
sing. 

Sing your hearts out.
The man requesting this 

was Ben Stonehill, the owner 
of a flooring company in Sun-
nyside. He had heard that Jew-

ish refugees were being tempo-
rarily housed at the Marseilles 
Hotel on 103rd Street, and 
wanted to save their songs 
that came from a world liter-
ally gone up in smoke. So he 
schlepped in to Manhattan 
with the best sound equipment 
he could find: a big, bulky wire 
recorder. He set himself up in 
the lobby, which was teeming 
with Jews only recently ar-
rived from Europe. “Sing,” he 
told them in the Yiddish he, 
too, had grown up speaking. 
“Sing whatever you’d like.”

Those are the recordings 
socio-musicologist Miriam 
Isaacs will play at the Festival 
on Dec. 24. And then she will 
teach some of those songs to 
the audience.

“Stonehill’s recordings 
are a kind of time capsule,” 
says Isaacs, herself born in 
a Displaced Persons camp 
in Germany. “It’s a snapshot 
taken only a short time after 
liberation, before pressures to 
Americanize and forget what 
had happened.” 

Some of the songs date from 
before the war. They come 
from the Yiddish theater, or 
synagogue. But believe it or 
not, there are also some that 
are positively bawdy.

“A lot involve rabbis or rab-

bis’ wives,” said Isaacs, laugh-
ing. “I’m not a psychologist but 
I guess these boys who were 
studying in the yeshivas [reli-
gious schools] were so protect-
ed from sex, who do they [see] 
who’s a female at all?” Only the 
rabbi’s wife. So there’s a song, 
for instance, about how her 
“apron goes higher”—that is, 
she’s pregnant. Except, being 
yeshiva boys, they could never 
say that. Other songs mention 
delicious pastries that make it 
clear that pastry is not what 
they’re singing about at all. 

But of course there are also 
the heart-wrenching songs, 
including some composed in 
the concentration camps to 
remember and tell what hap-
pened there—if the singers 
survived. And there are many 
songs from after the war about 
never being able to go home 
again. “Where Shall I Go?” is 
one. “Pack Up,” another. 

And then there are the 
songs just trying to make 
sense of the world—“songs 
philosophizing about the brev-
ity of life, questioning God,” 
says Isaacs. She grew up hear-
ing some of these. “My mother 
was a survivor who had been 
in Auschwitz and Ravens-
bruck [concentration camps]. 
She never talked about it, but 

she did sing while she was 
doing housework, and there 
were some songs that I’d never 
heard elsewhere.” One of these 
was, “God in His Judgment Is 
Right.”

Isaacs’ father did not agree 
that God could possibly have 
approved the Holocaust. 

“So my parents used to 
quarrel in a good-hearted 
way over theological issues,” 
Isaacs recalls. “And my mom 
would say, ‘Well, you just have 
to have faith in God.’ ” And 
she’d sing that song.

It was a song Isaacs had 
never heard again—until she 
heard it on a Ben Stonehill 
recording from the Hotel Mar-
seilles.

The recordings are not pris-
tine, but that’s part of their 
moment-in-amber magic. In 

the background horns honk, 
people call out lyrics when 
someone forgets a line, and 
babies cry. There are lots and 
lots of babies crying, because 
after the war, many of the 
survivors were young. Their 
parents and grandparents had 
been killed, and some of their 
children, too. They wanted to 
create new life. 

That is why many of the 
Stonehill recordings are sim-
ply love songs. 

“Singing is restorative,” 
says Isaacs. “The survivors 
who made it through the war 
were not treated to therapy. 
They were as traumatized as 
human beings can get. But 
remarkably and wonderfully, 
music is very healing, and 
this gave them an opportunity 
to express what they had been 
through and to meet people of 
the opposite sex.”

Amazingly, life goes on. 
Thanks to Ben Stonehill, it 

is also frozen forever. 

For more information on 
Yiddish New York, please go to 
www.yiddishnewyork.com. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

COLUMNS

Teaching the world to sing—in Yiddish

S
lightly less than a year 
after a rocky but ul-
timately successful 
rollout, the de Blasio 

administration announced 
an extension to the benefits 
attached to the IDNYC munici-
pal identification card. Exist-
ing cardholders will be able 
to enjoy select perks attached 
to the card through 2016 and 
new cardholders will have ac-
cess to an expanded selection 
of benefits.  

As a municipal ID, IDNYC 
extends a form of identifica-

tion to New Yorkers that do not 
have driver’s licenses or other 
conventional forms of identi-
fication. To date, 670,000 New 
Yorkers have signed up for the 
identification. Initial demand 
had exceeded the city’s expec-
tations and created a backlog.

Though IDNYC helps to 
establish residency and iden-
tification for undocumented 
persons, ex-convicts and the 
elderly, the city aims to make 
the card broadly appealing. 
To accomplish this, the city 
paired with cultural institu-
tions, including the Queens 
Botanical Garden, Flushing 
Town Hall and the Queens 
Museum to offer discounted 
membership and other perks.  
In addition, the ID allows free 
admission to institutions such 
as the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and MOMA P.S. 1 in 

Long Island City.  
A complete breakdown of 

discounted memberships and 
other benefits is available at 
the IDNYC website (www.nyc.
gov/idnyc). Though each or-
ganization will decide its dis-
count policy for 2015 IDNYC 
cardholders, new 2016 holders 
will enjoy a small discount for 
New York City Football Club 
tickets, discounted adoption 
fees at Animal Care Centers 
and a 15 percent discount for 
new Citi Bike members.

Establishing residency and 
identity requires a combina-
tion of conventional and un-
conventional forms of proof, 
ranging from U.S. and foreign 
documents, taxpayer identi-
fication numbers and school 
IDs. Transient and displaced 
persons can establish residen-
cy through a letter issued by a 

homeless shelter, a social work-
er, or city agency. A lengthy list 
of documents acceptable for 
residency and identification is 
available online.

Local elected officials and 
veterans groups lauded IDNYC 
for including a veterans’ desig-
nation to assist veterans with 
receiving services and local 
merchant discounts. LGBT 
advocacy groups praised the 
card’s flexibility in letting the 
holder select a gender iden-
tity. The card also enables the 
NYPD to issue a summons in 
lieu of detention at the local pre-
cinct during police stops. Since 
the rollout, it is now possible to 
integrate one’s municipal ID 
with the New York, Brooklyn 
and Queens Libraries, as well 
as open a bank account.  

Criticism of the program 
has largely been unfounded, 

as the municipal ID does not 
confer legal status or other-
wise change the immigration 
status of the holder. Aside 
from increased traffic to the 
city’s cultural institutions, the 
city is now better able to quan-
tify and serve marginalized 
persons, be they immigrants, 
veterans or ex-convicts.

An IDNYC card is valid 
for five years and there is no 
fee if one applies for the card 
before Dec. 31, 2016.  One can 
apply for an appointment on-
line at nyc.gov/IDNYC, or at 
enrollment centers, including 
Central and Flushing branch-
es of the Queens Library and 
Queens Borough Hall. Pro-
cessing takes approximately 
10 to 14 days and the card can 
be picked up or mailed to the 
address indicated on the mu-
nicipal ID.

IDNYC perks are extended for another year

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices

Remarkably 
and wonderfully, 

music is very 
healing, says 

socio-musicologist 
Miriam Isaacs.
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T
he September/October 
2015 newsletter of the 
Auburndale Improve-
ment Association Inc. 

included a petition which 
people could sign against the 
two zoning changes City Hall 
is proposing. In their Novem-
ber/December newsletter 
they stated that they received 
nearly 300 signatures. Cop-
ies were sent to the mayor, 
City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito, Public 
Advocate Letitia James, City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
the City Planning Commis-
sion, Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, Council 
members Paul Vallone and Pe-
ter Koo, state Sen. Tony Avella 

and Toby Stavisky, Assembly 
members Ed Braunstein and 
Ron Kim, Community Boards 
7 and 8 and the Queens Civic 
Congress.

It is interesting that at the 
end of November the Queens 
Borough Board voted 12-2 
against these proposed zoning 
text changes. The Borough 
Board is a body chaired by 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and consists of 
the chairs of the 14 commu-
nity boards in Queens and the 
related five council members.  
The council members did not 
vote since they will have the 
final vote on these propos-
als in the City Council. The 
things which members were 
concerned about were the 
ending of mandatory parking 
for new housing, the aging 
infrastructure and the fear of 
what might happen to all the 
positive zoning changes civic 
leaders have fought for over 
the decades.

The 2015 newsletter of the 

Bayside Hills Civic Asso-
ciation’s President’s Message 
spoke of the Christmas and 
Hanukkah songs and prayers 
which were to be sung at the 
annual BHCA Holiday Light-
ing Festival, which took place 
earlier this month. They told 
of information from the 111th 
Precinct Community Council 
about credit card “skimmers” 
found in the pumps of sev-
eral gas stations in the area. 
The “skimmer” reads your 
credit card number and then 
is retrieved by the criminal so 
gasoline can be bought with 
your card number. One should 
check their credit card state-
ment to see if unauthorized 
gasoline was bought with your 
number.  

The October 2015 newslet-
ter of the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association had an 
article about feral cats in Cun-
ningham Park and on some 
streets. It seems that people 
can feed feral cats if they have 
them spayed and tend to their 

medical needs. If there is a 
problem with feral cats, one 
should call 311 or their local 
community board. The civic 
also decided to sign the peti-
tion of the Historic Districts 
Council of Manhattan, which 
opposes the proliferation of 
tall inappropriate buildings 
throughout the city. Many 
groups have already signed 
this petition.

The September newsletter 
of the Cambria Heights Civic 
Association wrote about oppo-
sition to a four-story religious 
structure proposed for their 
community. Those who want 
the building have appealed to 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals, a five-member or-
ganization appointed by the 
mayor, which can issue waiv-
ers to the existing zoning laws 
to help applicants who feel that 
the zoning rules hurt them. 
Regretfully, the BSA is used by 
developers to circumvent the 
zoning rules and help develop-
ers build and build. The civic 

has been asking residents to 
send the BSA pictures, videos 
and information to show how 
any variance to the zoning 
would have an adverse impact 
on the community.     

The Cambria Heights Civic 
had an article that tells about 
how when new water mains 
and storm and sanitary sew-
ers were installed recently no-
tices of water shutoff and no-
parking were not distributed 
in a timely manner, causing 
disruptions. We must all keep 
watch that the city notifies 
us promptly if they are work-
ing in our area. The civic also 
warns people to make sure 
that any new meters installed 
are working properly and not 
charging you more for water 
than in the past. One can con-
tact DEP Customer Service 
and if they don’t help contact 
the New York City Public Ad-
vocate.

REMEMBER THE NEW-
TOWN 26!

Civic associations work to improve Queens
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

MAKE A YEAR END DONATION

BUY A BOOK  
FOR YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

Did you know that books at Queens 
Library are read by an average of 40 

children? For every $25 donation, 
Queens Library can purchase a book 

that can inspire 40 children!

7268-11/15_Timesledger

Make an impact and donate! 
queenslib.org/donatetoday1
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BY GABRIEL ROM

As Queens’ global recog-
nition rises, some residents 
worry that the borough, over-
come by its newfound status, 
could lose its family-friendly 
character.

That anxiety was on dis-
play last week as Community 
Board 6, which covers Forest 
Hills and Rego Park, debated 
how to handle an application 
to rent out Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park for an interna-
tional music festival, as well 
as rumors of more applica-
tions in the city pipeline.

The Madison Square Gar-
den Company has announced 
that it is seeking to host a 
three-day music festival at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park in June 2016, bringing 
an estimated 75,000 attendees 
each day.

Joseph Hennessy, chair-
man of CB 6, was staunchly op-
posed to the idea. 

“We do not want Flushing 
Meadows park closed for any 

period of time during the 365 
days of the year,” he said at the  
Dec. 9 meeting. 

While the final decision 
lies with the city Parks De-
partment, Hennessy drafted a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Blasio 
in hopes that he would inter-
vene on the board’s behalf. 

Some members of the board 
complained that the letter did 
not go far enough and pushed 
Hennessy to amend it with 
stronger, more unambiguous, 
language.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, who made 
a surprise appearance at the 
meeting, spoke of the need to 
establish a citywide policy re-
garding private use of public 
park land.

“We’re happy that we’re a 
destination,” Katz said. “May-
be it’s right, maybe it’s wrong, 
but at the end of the day you 
can’t make policy based on 
just one application.”

Peter Beadle, a board 
member, said his concerns 
were allayed by the festival 

organizer’s pledge to schedule 
three days for remediation, as 
well as its promise to provide 
money for the park for future 
improvements. He added that 
while the festival would take 
up a large section of the north-
ern end of the park, it would 
still leave two-thirds of the 
park open.

“What’s important to me 
is the festival’s pledge to be a 

good neighbor,” Beadle said.
The festival’s schedule in-

cludes a free showcase of lo-
cal music, which supporters 
said would be a giveback to the 
community.

According to festival orga-
nizers, the free “Queens com-
munity celebration” will in-
clude a concert with “diverse, 
locally represented artists, lo-
cal vendors, activities, games 

and rides as well as a Knicks’ 
basketball clinic and court re-
furbishment dedication.”

“As people pay more atten-
tion to us they give us more 
opportunities to share with 
everybody what makes the 
borough great,” Beadle said. 
“This park is part of our pack-
age, — the important thing is 
to find the right balance.”

Prameet Kumar, a Forest 
Hills resident, asked the board 
to reconsider its opposition to 
the festival, saying it would be 
a boon for the  Queens econo-
my while pointing to similar 
events in Washington, D.C., 
Austin and throughout the 
country. 

“I think this would be a win 
for Queens,” he said. “This is 
our moment to shine.” 

Kumar’s remarks were met 
with a mixture of applause 
and sniggering.

“He has his head up his der-
rière,” a board member mut-
tered under their breath.

“He has a good point!” 
shouted another.

Promotional material from the Madison Square Garden Company

Debate over festivals in Queens touches nerve
Community Board 6 argues over fate of music events in Flushing Meadows Corona Park 

SPECIAL    HOLIDAY    HOURS:
Christmas    Eve :   9am - 8pm

Christmas    Day :   CLOSED
New Year’s   Eve :   10am - 8pm

New Year’s    Day :   CLOSED

Christmas  Eve
THURS   Dec  24
9am - 11am
N o rth   S h o r e   A n i m a l   Leag u e   A m er i ca  
h as   H U N D R ED S   o f   M utt-i-g r ees®   to   
c h o o s e  fro m - Pu ppi es,  K itten s,  D o gs    
a n d   Cats!  M I X ED-B R EED S,  PU R EB R ED S,  
S M A LL   B R EED S   TO O!

FREE Adoptions!
(for   all   approved   adopters)

Santa will be visiting our Adoption Center, making 

sure all have a jolly time and candy canes for the kids!

PUPU R ER EB RB R EDE S,S,,    P

king 
he kids!he kids!

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY
516.883.7575 • animalleague.org

FOLLOW US:

Christ the King High School’s ad-
ministrators and faculty members 
are proud to announce a three year 
agreement, which will give the faculty 
an increase in salary.  Members of the 
school’s Board of Trustees and facul-
ty union representatives were on hand 
for the contract signing.           

Board of Trustees Chairman, Ser-
phin Maltese stated, “We are pleased 
to work with the Lay Faculty Associa-
tion and our dedicated faculty mem-
bers.  This three year contract will continue to ensure a stable learning environ-
ment for the students of Christ the King high School.”

Paul Salerni, LFA union delegate, added that a primary objective for the fac-
ulty was “a fair and equitable contract that would continue to allow teachers to 
focus on the needs of the students.”

Christ the King and the LFA applauded each other for the respectful and har-
monious relationship that they continue to enjoy over the recent negotiations.

“We are proud to have a faculty and administration that truly believes in 
Christ the King’s mission to provide an atmosphere where our students can 
attain a high level of achievement based upon the recognition of their unique 
abilities and their relationship with God,” concluded Chairman Maltese.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, 
Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. 
Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Teachers and 
Administrators Sign New Contract
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Just days after the largest 

and most diverse class of re-
cruits in Department of Cor-
rection history graduated, the 
agency announced plans to 
hire 1,800 more officers next 
year. New York City Correc-
tion Commissioner Joseph 
Ponte said candidates will be 
selected after taking one of 
four exams.

Nearly 2,800 New Yorkers 
took the test in November, 
the first time DOC had held a 
Correction officer exam since 
2012. Three more exams will 
be given in 2016.

“Corrections  is an exciting 
and rewarding career that al-
lows individuals to serve the 
public with courage, dignity 
and respect,” Ponte said. 

Pre-registration for the 
next Correction officer exam 
will begin Dec. 28; the test 
itself runs from Jan. 4-30. 
Two more exams will be held 
through May 31, 2016.

Applicants can schedule 
themselves to take an exam at 
one of two testing centers any 
time during the filing period, 

officials said. Correction of-
ficers start out at a minimum 
salary of $42,532 and can 
earn $89,596 after 5 1/2 years. 
Overtime and generous ben-
efits push their compensation 
higher.

DOC has been expanding 
recruitment and training in 
order to professionalize its 
forces and bring them in line 
with best practices nationally.

“We our committed to pro-
viding our staff with the lat-
est tools and training to make 
their jobs safer and to make 
DOC a national leader in the 
correction field,” Ponte said. 
“Our hardworking and dedi-
cated members of service per-
form a vital role in keeping the 
city safe.”

As part of reform on Rikers 
Island and other city prisons, 
Ponte has pursued an aggres-
sive approach to Correction 
officer recruitment, expand-
ing community outreach and 
standing up  a dedicated Re-
cruitment Unit. The DOC also 
strengthened its screening of 
applicants through its Appli-
cant Investigation Unit in order 
to weed out unqualified candi-

dates and raise standards.
DOC has also redesigned 

the curriculum of its Training 
Academy in order to ensure 
that officers have the tools 
to deal with DOC’s varied 
and challenging populations. 
Reforms include courses in 
Mental Health First Aid, Safe 
Crisis Management, Scenario 
Assessment Training, Tacti-
cal Communications, De-es-

calation and Conflict Resolu-
tion.

“DOC also offers high pay 
and outstanding benefits,” 
DOC Acting First Deputy Com-
missioner Dina Simon said. 
“In an economy that offers 
too few paths to middle-class 
wages, qualified job seekers 
should seize the opportunity 
to take the Correction Officer 
exam and sign up right away. 

We are looking for the best of 
the best.”

The exams are adminis-
tered by the city Department 
of Central Administrative 
Services and require a fee of 
$54, although the fee may be 
waived in some instances. For 
more information, contact the 
DOC Recruitment Unit at (718) 
546-8585 or visit online at nyc.
gov/doc.

Department of Correction Executive Officer Maria Texeira talks to prospective job seekers at a job fair last 
month at the Queens Detention Complex.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Dept. of Correction starts hiring process

“No parent should ever have to bury their child. But on October 14, 2014, our son Greg, 
only 35, lost his battle with cancer. Courageous throughout his entire life, with a love 
for adventure and travel, it was heartbreaking to see him suffer. But thanks to you and 
your expert staff, you relieved Greg’s physical pain, and the emotional pain of our entire 
family, as well. For Greg’s final week, our family alternated our overnight stays, so we 
would always be with him. In fact, his hospital room became a sacred place for us, filled 
with peace and serenity. Your combination of professional expertise and compassion was 
remarkable. We have never seen such genuine care and concern. Believe us, we know. 
I’m a physical therapist, and my wife is a registered nurse. Greg lived out his final days 
with dignity and peace, in a place like no other. Thank you Calvary Hospital.”

Sincerely,
Michael & Rosemary Salamone

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“During his last days, only Calvary Hospital 
was able to relieve our son Greg’s cancer pain 

with peace and dignity.”
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

 From our Family to yours, 
May your Holidays 
be Bright!
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BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City gentleman’s club 
was closed by court order last Friday 
following a “multi-layered investiga-
tion” by the NYPD, according to a high-
ranking commander. Show Palace, the 
all-nude strip joint located at 42-50 21st 
St., was shuttered after investigators 
discovered servers selling cocaine and 
marijuana to customers, police said.

The club was shut down under the 
city’s Nuisance Abatement law and 
could reopen once it answers the com-
plaints in court. Show Palace had been 
trying to get a liquor license and is 
scheduled for a hearing with the State 
Liquor Authority.

Meanwhile, Secrets Gentleman’s 
Club in Sunnyside has also been closed 
following a fatal shooting last month. 
The NYPD has been searching for a 
gunman who shot and killed a 38-year-

old man following an early morning 
argument outside the club located at 
49-14 Queens Blvd. on Nov. 21.

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation continues.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Royal Ivey, assistant coach for the 
Oklahoma City Blue basketball team 
who was raised in Hollis, will be fea-
tured in a three-part short documen-
tary Dec. 20 and Dec. 26 on ESPN. 

Process, a New York City-based 
film and branded content production 
company, recently collaborated with 
Adidas and ESPN Films to create 
“Pioneers,” a series of three cinematic 
short documentary films. 

“While each of the films is distinc-
tive, they all deal with original think-
ers, all people who charted unique 
paths and live outside conventions and 
rules,” Tim Perell, CEO of Process, 
said.

The short film “Royal in Hollis” 

tells the story of former NBA point 
guard Royal Ivey from his upbringing 
in Queens to being the 37th pick of the 
2004 draft, to being NBA journeyman -- 
from a player to a coach —  and a com-
munity leader .

During his NBA career as a player, 
Ivey went on to join Atlanta Hawks, the 
Milwaukee Bucks , the Philadelphia 
76ers and Oklahoma City Thunder. His 
parents, Jennifer and Rod Ivey, who 
still live in Hollis, appear in the  film. 

A 30-minute compilation of all 
three shows will air on ESPN Dec. 20 
at 6 p.m. EST and on ESPN2 Dec. 26, at 
2 p.m. EST. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Show Palace in Long Island City has been 
closed by a court order after an NYPD inves-
tigation into the all-nude gentlemen's club. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Hollis NBA star debuts in short fi lm

Cut 14-hour spots: Gianaris

Show Palace closed

Call for reservations: 718-224-8787

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.  & 
Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

thedouglastonmanor.com

AT THE 

DOUGLASTON MANOR 
Thursday, December 31st, 

2015 7:30pm – 1:30am

New Year’s Eve

NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU

$125 Per Person  All Inclusive  
$80 Kids 10 yrs & younger

V.I.P Private Room is available min. 75 person guarantee 
 

   Absolute Penne A La Vodka
 

   Pear & Gorgonzola Salad

   Filet Mignon & Succulent  
   Prawn Shrimp

  

   Chocolate “Symphony”

Bridal Showcase

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) is calling on the Department 
of Transportation to remove 14-hour 
parking spots beneath the No. 7 sub-
way line along Queens Boulevard, 
particularly between 38th and 44th 
streets. His constituents have com-
plained for years that out-of-towners 
take up precious parking spaces that 
could be used by shoppers visiting the 
neighborhoods business district.

“The streets of Sunnyside are not 
meant to be a parking lot for commut-
ers from outside our neighborhood,” 
Gianaris said. “In fact, there are other 

areas in our community that are simi-
larly used for all-day parking and that 
too must end. I will continue to push 
the DOT to be responsive until we are 
treated fairly.”

A DOT spokesman said the agency 
has received Gianaris’ demand. 

“Our parking division is review-
ing the request,” he said. “Once we 
have made a determination we will 
share the results of the study with lo-
cal stakeholders, including elected of-
ficials and the community board.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island Partner-
ship has launched a far-reach-
ing, cross-sector business and 
organization survey as a key 
part of the comprehensive plan 
it is developing to strengthen 
the neighborhood’s economic, 
social and physical infra-
structure while preparing 
for a mixed-use future. Until 
Jan. 16, LIC-based businesses 
and organizations can access 
the survey online or in print 
and contribute to important 
recommendations that will 
inform and shape LIC’s future 
and growth.

More than 6,000 businesses 
will receive the survey by di-
rect mail, followed by door-
to-door outreach to ensure a 
representative response rate. 
Despite small-scale, localized 
studies in parts of LIC dating 
back to the 1980s, there had 
been no major study encom-
passing the full geographic 
area to examine the commu-
nity across all sectors.

“For generations, LIC has 
been a thriving hub of produc-
tion, key distribution point 

and an increasingly impor-
tant business district critical 
to New York City’s economy,” 
LIC Partnership President 
Elizabeth Lusskin said. “As 
we look to the future, our busi-
ness survey will help gather 
essential data across all sec-
tors—including traditional 
business sectors, tech busi-
nesses, cultural organizations 
and working artists—needed 
to ensure local stakeholders 
will continue to benefit from 
LIC’s unique assets both in the 
near and long term.”

A major rezoning in 2001 
created a commercial and 
mixed-use district in the LIC 
core and since then the neigh-
borhood has seen a significant 
increase in office space, an 
influx of residential buildings 
and hotels. 

“Given Long Island City’s 
growing business community, 
LIC Partnership’s first-ever 
business survey will gather 
valuable information from 
business owners and other 
stakeholders to allow for a 
more educated and focused 
advocacy effort,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 

said. “The future of LIC contin-
ues to be strong, thanks to cre-
ative ideas such as LIC Part-
nership’s business survey.”

In an effort to encourage 
participation, all survey re-
spondents will be eligible to 
win either a pair of JetBlue 
tickets or a three-month mem-

bership to the LIC YMCA.
“As the Long Island City 

community continues to grow, 
it is important for all the 
stakeholders to come together 
and discuss how we can con-
tinue to develop in a respon-
sible manner,”  State Assem-
blywoman Catherine Nolan 

(D-Ridgewood) said. “We must 
find a way to balance the infra-
structure needs for both our 
residents and businesses. LIC 
Partnership’s business survey 
is a step in the right direction 
that seeks to come up with a 
comprehensive plan that ac-
complishes just that.”

The LIC Parnership launches its first-ever business survey to plot a course for the neighborhood's unprece-
dented growth. Rendering courtesy of LIC Partnership

LIC Partnership launches business survey

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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Cord Meyer Development LLC

26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside
VISIT US AT: http://www.bayterrace.com

Endless Possibilites...
for great holiday gift ideas!

American Eagle Outfitters,
Ann Taylor LOFT, Bath & Body Works, 

Claire’s, Tess Morgan, Lane Bryant, 
The Children’s Place, Yankee Candle 

Co. and many other fine stores to find  
the perfect gift.

Stumped on a gift?
Get a gift certificate  

from one of our  
great restaurants

Santa & His Elf
Saturday, December 19th
Sunday, December 20th
10:00 am to 5:00 pm
BRING YOUR CAMERA!

Free Horse & Buggy Rides
Sunday, December 20th
10:00 am to 4:00pm

Enjoy the best from more than 50 premier shops, fi ne restaurants, 
entertainment venus, professional services and plenty of free parking.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A man who fled to Florida 
following the gruesome death 
of his girlfriend, a young Ja-
maica woman, was charged 
Dec. 10 with her murder, ac-
cording to police officials and 
the Queens district attorney. 

In October, police found 
28-year-old Miriam Velez-
Samayoa dead with burns all 
across her body in a bathtub in 
her apartment on 90th Avenue 
in downtown Jamaica, accord-
ing to police officials.

Leon Carlos Pineda, 27, also 
known as Carlos Alvarado, 
was arraigned and charged 
with arson , according to the 
Queens DA’s office. 

Video surveillance from the 
apartment building showed 
Pineda leaving the build-
ing and coming back with an 
object that appeared to be a 
gasoline container, the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the DA 
said.

In the video footage, Pineda 

is shown leaving the apart-
ment building again moments 
before the 911 call was made to 
the police, the complaint said.

In the court document, 
witnesses and neighbors con-
firmed they had seen Pineda 
in and around the apartment 
before the time of the fire.  

The fire marshal reported 
that the FDNY investigation 
revealed an accelerant was 
used to set the fire and the 
point of origin of the fire was 
at the bathtub where the vic-

tim was found.
In addition to the burn 

marks, the city’s medical 
examiner reported Velez-
Samayoa had also sustained 
injuries to her neck andarms 
. The official cause of death is 
still pending, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

While the NYPD began the 
investigation, Pineda fled to 
Florida, police said. 

The NYPD said Miami-
Dade County police officials 
and NYPD detectives found 
Pineda in Miami Oct. 20 with-
out any incident. Police said 
Pineda took a Greyhound bus 
from New York to Miami-Dade 
County soon after the murder 
of his girlfriend. 

According to police offi-
cials, NYPD detectives brought 
Pineda back to New York Dec. 
9 after waiting for his extradi-
tion to be cleared by Florida 
state officials. 

Police said the investiga-
tion into the murder of Velez-
Samayoa was still ongoing. 

Leon Carlos Pineda NYPD Photo

Woodside mourns loss
of beloved civic leader

NYPD extradites suspect in 
girlfriend’s gruesome death

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred Wood-
side residents and commu-
nity leaders from all over 
western Queens filed into St. 
Sebastian’s Roman Catho-
lic Church Saturday to say 
goodbye to 90-year-old Al 
Volpe. The longtime member 
of Community Board 2 and a 
board member of Woodside 
on the Move, Volpe always 
studied the issues and was 
well informed, according to 
his friend Joe Conley.

“He was truly one of a kind 
and he’ll be sorely missed 
in this community,” Conley 
said. “He was a champion of 
so many issues in the com-
munity. He fought for a traf-
fic light at 51st and Skillman 
Avenue. For years the DOT 
said no but he got it.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was saddened to learn Volpe 
had died. The two became 
friends during the four years 

Van Bramer was a member of 
CB2.

“Few people cared as 
much about Woodside for as 
long as Al did,” Van Bram-
er said. ““While we didn’t 
always agree, I know he 
wanted what was best for 
our neighborhood. He cared 
about quality-of- life issues 
and loved promoting local 
restaurants and businesses. 
He loved Woodside so very 
much.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, 

visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The School Construction 
Authority announced it will 
conduct a feasibility study 
for a possible addition to PS/
IS 128, an overcrowded school 
in School District 24—New 
York City’s most overcrowded 
school district.

The announcement comes 
after months of negotiations 
between Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale) and 
School Construction Author-
ity officials.

In September, the SCA an-
nounced ground-testing for 
the construction of a  univer-
sal pre-Kindergarten center 
on the school’s playground. 
Crowley balked at the possibil-
ity of having more students at 
the school and wrote a letter 
of opposition to SCA President 
Lorraine Grillo. Crowley con-
tended that the elementary 
school first needs resources 
to alleviate overcrowding be-
fore bringing in new UPK stu-
dents.

The school, built in 1999 to 
alleviate overcrowding, is at 
123 percent capacity and hous-

es first- and second-graders at 
a separate building across the 
street.

“Since opening in 2009, PS/
IS 128 could not contain its stu-
dent population... and was not 
provided the proper amount 
of seats from its inception,” 
Crowley said. “I have continu-
ally called attention to the 
need for new schools and more 
education space in my district, 
and PS/IS 128 was not provid-
ed the proper amount of seats 
from its inception.” 

The study, which does not 
yet have a timeline, will deter-
mine which size building can 
fit on the site, zoning regula-
tions and potential environ-
mental concerns. According 
to a Crowley spokeswoman, 
results will be shared with the 
Department of Education and 
the community upon comple-
tion.

Based on the 2015-2019 
School Construction Author-
ity capital plan, more than 50 
percent of needed school seats 
for School District 24, which 
covers the neighborhoods of 
Corona, Ridgewood, Lefrak 
City, Elmhurst, Maspeth, 

Woodside and Middle Village, 
remain unfunded.

Crowley has argued that 
many funded seats are in 
schools that do not have sites 

for expansion, highlighting 
the importance of the SCA fea-
sibility study.

“We’re facing a real crisis 
here. The SCA is not doing 

their job properly,” Crowley 
said. “There is no district in 
the city that they’re failing 
more than here in District 
24.”

Of the 8,500 total needed 
seats, 4,045 seats have been 
funded by the  SCA while the 
remaining 4,425 are unfund-
ed, according to the 2015-2019 
School Construction Author-
ity capital plan.

That gap is the highest 
figure in the city in the most 
overcrowded school district in 
the five boroughs.

As part of its school capac-
ity expansion, District 24 is 
receiving almost $200 million 
more than any other school 
district in Queens. The eight 
new schools and 4,045 new 
seats at a cost of $446 million 
are a marked increased from 
SCA’s original capital plan 
in which the district was to 
be given six new schools and 
2,984 seats.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

P.S. 128, built in 1999 to alleviate overcrowding, is at 123 percent capac-
ity, according to city records. Photo by Michael Shain

Crowley gets study on PS 128 expansion

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners
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GIFT GIVING.  
SIMPLIFIED.

Text Concierge at 718.690.3222 to purchase Mall Visa® Gift Cards.

Subject to availability. See Cardholder Agreement for details, terms, conditions and (if applicable) fees. All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Product may not be available in all states. The Visa Gift Card is issued by Sunrise Banks, N.A., St. Paul, 

MN 55103, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Sunrise Banks, N.A.; Member FDIC. Cards may be used only at merchants in the U.S. and District of Columbia wherever Visa debit cards are accepted. See Cardholder Agreement for details.
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QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    | Download our FREE App
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Across Queens the holidays take off

Don't be fooled by the beard and red suit at Citi Field. That's Mets rookie pitcher Steven 
Matz playing Santa at the team's annual Christmas party for kids from schools all over the 
borough. Outfielder Kirk Nieuwenhuis went for the elf outfit, Second-baseman Neil Waker 
(standing left), who was traded to the Mets only last week, could only find a Santa hat on 
such short notice.  Photo by Julie Weissman

When the kids got off the plane, they were greeted by a full-blown party, complete with a 
bouncy house, real Knicks, Rockettes, and ice cream floats, inside a hangar off the main 
runway. Check out Margaret’s first glimpse of the scene.  Photo by Michael Shain

Marsha Perry Starkes is a member of the music and dance group Alakande! Spread Joy!, 
which starred in the Kwanzaa celebration at the Langston Hughes Community Library in 
Corona. The week-long holiday honoring Africa's contribution in African American culture 
starts Dec. 26.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

Between posing for pictures with the kids and airline crews, Mets star Curtis Granderson 
(c.) takes some cell phone shots of the blowout “Holiday in the Hangar,” Delta Airlines’ an-
nual kids Christmas party at JFK. Photo by Michael Shain.  

Alexis Muriel, a third grader from PS 29 in Flushing, gets into the Christmas spir-
it with some cookies and a browse through the in-flight magazine aboard Delta’s annual 
“Holiday in the Hangar“ party flight from JFK to the North Pole. (Psst! Don’t tell the kids, 
but the plane, window shades down, taxied all the way from the terminal to the hangar.) 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Community Board 7’s 

chairman is upset because the 
group was not invited to the of-
ficial ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the Police Academy in Col-
lege Point Tuesday morning. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Police Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton hosted the ceremony to 
dedicate the academy on Col-
lege Point Boulevard and 28th 
Avenue. NYPD leadership, the 
city Department of Design and 
Construction Commissioner 
Dr. Feniosky Pena-Mora and 
academy recruits also partici-
pated. 

Although College Point 
business leaders and civic as-
sociations, such as the College 
Point Civic & Taxpayers As-
sociation, attended, the CB 7 
board was not invited despite 
asking the NYPD for a grand 
opening ceremony for the past 
year, Chairman Gene Kelty 
said. 

He only learned of the event 
through the office of City 

Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside). 

“I never got anything of-
ficial from them (NYPD),” he 
said.

Lionel Morales, Vallone’s 
spokesman, said the office 
alerted civic leaders and CB 7 
the day before. 

“We did send out a courtesy 
invite the day before,” Morales 
said. “We assumed that the in-
vites were done by the NYPD.”

During the ceremony, Po-

lice Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton called the academy an “ex-
traordinary accomplishment,” 
noting that on an average day, 
more than 3,000 NYPD mem-
bers use the building, while 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said the 
academy makes people “feel 
pride and hope.”

The site’s groundbreaking 
took place in December 2009 
and the first class of recruits 
started in January. 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Classes at St. Francis Pre-

paratory HS in Fresh Mead-
ows resumed Tuesday after 
the school received a bomb 
threat. 

Carolann Foley, president 
of the 107th Precinct Commu-
nity Council, said St. Francis 
Prep at 61-00 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. received a phone call 
about a bomb threat. The 
students were evacuated but 
returned to class after about 
an hour.

The NYPD conducted 
a fire drill to keep order, 
but there appeared to be no 
threat, according to Foley.

The investigation was on-
going, she said.

“They checked the build-
ing, nothing suspicious, noth-
ing and the kids are re-enter-
ing as we speak,” she said. 

Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton said Tuesday 
the NYPD had evaluated 
a threat against the city’s 
schools as not credible and 
classes would continue as 

usual.
Schools in Los Angeles 

were closed after a similar 
threat was received in the 
Southern California city and 
in school districts around the 
country.

Bratton said New York 
City received an email which 
contained a “specific but non-
credible threat” against the 
school system.

“We have an investigation 
underway, but it is an investi-
gation into a hoax,” he said at 
a news conference.

Parts of the new Police Academy have been open since 2013, but the  
project is now finally complete.  Photo by Elis Kaplan

Fresh Mds. high school 
gets fake bomb threat

Police Academy ceremony  
excludes Community Bd. 7

liu.edu/pharmacy

APPLY NOW

 Nationally ranked training for pharmacists for 
over 125 years

Over 400 professional preceptors and 65 elite 
clinical affiliations

3 high-tech research laboratories

A global network of over 200,000 alumni

Led by Dean John Pezzuto, world-renowned scholar 
and researcher

ARNOLD & MARIE SCHWARTZ COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY AND HEALTH SCIENCES

Doctor of Pharmacy  |  Doctor of Pharmaceutics  |  MS in Pharmaceutics
MS in Pharmacology/Toxicology  |  MS in Drug Regulatory Affairs

Police 
Commissioner 
Bratton says 
the NYPD had 
evaluated the 

threat and found 
it not credible
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some 

exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/18/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To U

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914
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FOR:
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W
E 

AR
E 

SU
RE

 T
O 

HA
VE

 A
 C

AR
 T

O 
FI

T 
YO

UR
 B

UD
GE

T 
 •

 E
AS

Y 
FI

NA
NC

IN
G!

 B
ES

T 
CH

AN
CE

 T
O 

GE
T 

AP
PR

OV
ED

 IS
 H

ER
E!

 ††

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934,,,,,,,

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 

and tear.  Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/18/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! ††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

This year's Christmas card from Council member Jimmy 
Van Bramer arrived this week and it is an all-Mets af-
fair, with staffers dressed up as Amazin's.  

Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

Assemblyman Philip Goldfeder is in Paris on what he calls a 
"solidarity mission" to show the people of France that "we 
New Yorkers stand united with them as they try to recover.”  

Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Inspired by Pope Francis's call to those in need, the execu-
tive board of the Sacred Heart School student council—
(l-r) Michael DeVine, Kaaya Withanachchi, Brett Uvino, and 
Savannah Sclafani—show gifts students bought for a family 
the school has adopted. Courtesy of Sacred Heart School

Donations to the Toys for Tots drive are piling up at MS 158, 
the Madame Curie School in Bayside, in preparation for the 
Christmas season.  Courtesy of MS 158

Administrators and teachers at Christ the King High School 
sign a new three-year agreement.The signers, Board 
Chairman Serphin Maltese (r) and Paul Salerni, union 
delegate for the Lay Faculty Association, are seated.  

Courtesy of Christ the King

Emma Berkeley (r), and Shauna Kalantri are dressed as 
Princess Leia and her mother, Padmé Amidala, from "Star 
Wars," perfect choices for the annual Wintercon  festival, a 
celebration of all things sci-fi and fantasy, at Resorts World 
Casino. Photo by Ken Aragaki 

Longtime Baysider Ray Rollins is being inducted into 
the New York State chapter of the U.S. Specialty Sports 
Association Softball Hall of Fame. The USSSA is the main 
sanctioning body for amateur softball, among other sports.  

Courtesy of USSSA

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (l.), with Councilman Peter 
Koo, Assemblyman Ron Kim, and Flushing Chinese Business 
Association President Peter Tu, for the annual lighting cer-
emony and holiday sculpture unveiling at Queens Crossing. 

Courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
A new popup municipal ID 

enrollment center will open at 
the Bayside Library in Janu-
ary. Starting Jan. 11, the pop-
up IDNYC enrollment center 
will run at the library at 214-20 
Northern Blvd. The center will 
cater to the Asian-American 
community in Oakland Gar-
dens, Bayside Hills, Bayside 
as well as the community at 
large. 

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Paul Yoo, president of the 
Korean American Association 
of Queens, which is sponsor-
ing the popup in conjunction 
with Rozic’s office, announced 
its opening last week. The an-
nouncement was also attended 
by Immigrant Affairs Com-
missioner Nisha Agarwal and 
representatives of the YWCA 
of Queens and other Korean 
organizations.

Applicants can now reserve 
an appointment online for the 

Bayside Library site. IDNYC 
team members will be onsite 
to enroll applicants starting in 
January through Feb. 5. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
announced Monday that the 
IDNYC program will continue 
to be free in 2016 for eligible 
New Yorkers. 

The program now provides 
people with free one-year mem-
berships to the Guggenheim 
Museum, the Museum of Mod-

ern Art, the New Museum, the 
Metropolitan Opera, the Mu-
seum of Chinese in America 
and the BRIC Arts | Media and 
Pregones Theater. 

There will also be discount-
ed tickets and memberships 
for Citi Bike, the New York 
City Football Club, the New 
York Theatre Ballet and Ballet 
School, Animal Care Centers 
of New York, the Alliance of 
Resident Theatres and Round-
about Theatre Company. 

The program will continue 
free one-year memberships to 
the city’s Cultural Institutions 
Group and expanded discounts 
and benefits, 

There are currently 670,000 
municipal ID cardholders and 
more than 160,000 cultural 
memberships redeemed.

De Blasio launched Agarw-
al also announced the creation 
of ActionNYC, a $7.9 million 
initiative that seeks to provide 
immigration-related informa-
tion and legal support starting 
in early spring 2016.

BY BILL PARRY

Cleaning crews are taking 
to the streets in and around 
LeFrak City and several 
other business corridors in 
Corona and East Elmhurst, 
sweeping, emptying trash 
cans and removing graffiti 
during peak business hours. 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) announced the 
$103,000 expansion of the 
service provided by the As-
sociation of Community 
Employment Programs for 
the Homeless under a City 
Council initiative known as 
Cleanup NYC.

“Cleanup NYC drastically 
improved the quality of life 
on 103rd Street last year, and 
I am excited to expand the 
program,” Ferreras-Cope-
land said. “ACE has been an 
invaluable partner, beau-
tifying and caring for our 
community—business own-
ers and residents are always 
happy to see them around.”

ACE provides over 100 cli-
ents with skills training, edu-
cation and job experience for 
purposes of improving their 
earning power and helping 
them gain full-time employ-
ment,

“A big portion of our job 
training involves working in 
different communities and 
providing street sweeping 
and plaza maintenance ser-
vices,” ACE control officer 
Leo Gil said. “We’re helping 
these folks become more hire-
able and making New York a 
cleaner place.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A municipal ID popup enroll-
ment center is coming to the 
Bayside Library in January. 

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

Street cleaners expand
service to LeFrak City

Municipal ID popup center 
coming to Bayside next year

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 

death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

If you are requesting info, please email us at
stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A Far Rockaway man accused of a 

hit-and-run accident which left a wom-
an critically injured was charged Tues-
day with leaving the scene and driving 
with a suspended license, the Queens 
district attorney’s office said. 

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Watson was driving a white 
2013 Ford Mustang with black racing 
stripes eastbound on Seagirt Boule-
vard at about 12:35 p.m. Dec. 13, when 
he allegedly struck a 21-year-old wom-
an walking with a small child at the in-
tersection with Beach 19th Street. 

Denzel Watson, 23,  From Beach 

19th Street in Far Rockaway, was ar-
raigned Tuesday before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Ernest Hart on a com-
plaint charging him with leaving the 
scene without reporting and second-
degree aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion of a motor vehicle, the Queens DA 
said. 

“The defendant is accused of strik-
ing a pedestrian and driving away 
immediately afterwards without ex-
changing information or checking to 
see if the victim needed medical as-
sistance, thus leaving the critically in-
jured victim and her family to fend for 
themselves,” DA Richard Brown said. 

BY GABRIEL ROM

A Queens man who pretended to 
save a starving pooch that he actually 
abandoned pleaded guilty to felony 
animal cruelty charges Tuesday, ac-
cording to Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

Anthony Esteves, 25, from Ridge-
wood, is barred from owning an ani-
mal for three years and must register 
with the city Department of Health as a 
convicted animal abuser, Brown said.

In October, Esteves brought the box-
er to an animal shelter on Queens Bou-
levard and allegedly told police that he 
had found the dog lying helpless in a 
park, the DA said. Then when he was 
asked by shelter employees to give his 
address, Esteves provided a false one, 
Brown said.

Investigators determined Esteves 
neglected the dog for weeks, allowing 
newly named Brewster to wither away 
to 25 pounds--so emaciated that  he did 
not have enough energy to walk, ac-
cording to case files.

Based on its bone structure and 
height, the dog should have weighed 
about 60 to 65 pounds.

“A dog may be man’s best friend, 
but in this case the defendant proved 
to be Brewster’s worst enemy,” Brown 
said. “Brewster has since recovered 
and now the defendant is a convicted 
felon.”

Estevez provided various stories 
about who the dog belonged to and how 
he had obtained the dog and why the 
dog was so malnourished before final-
ly admitting that the dog was his and 
that he did not want the dog to die in 
his bedroom, Brown said. 

 After police searched his home, 
they found a dog’s food dish which con-
tained Estevez’s personal items on  the 
top of a dresser and which did not fit 
the dog bowl stand in the room. There 
were no receipts for dog food, veteri-
nary care, dietary supplements for 
dogs nor was there any dog food any-
where in the house nor evidence of dog 
food ever having been in the house.

“It is expected that Brewster will 
soon be adopted into a loving home,” 
Brown added.

The Daily News reported Animal 
Care Centers of NYC contacted the 
Adopt a Boxer Rescue group, which 
has been handling Brewster’s veteri-
nary care and placed him with a loving 
foster family. 

The dog is now reportedly in good 
health.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

District Attorney Richard Brown (l) meets 
Brewster the pooch and Dawn Karam, pres-
ident and co-founder of Adopt A Boxer 
Rescue organization (r).

Rockaway hit-run suspect 
hit woman with niece : DA

Ridgewood dog abuser let
boxer starve: DA Brown

Looking for the perfect venue 
to celebrate your Quinceanera, 
Wedding, Sweet 16 or Special 
Event? The Woodhaven Manor 
offers you everything you need, 
from an indoor ceremony  space 
with a beautiful waterfall, to several 
rooms that can accommodate any 
small or large number of guests. 
The rooms have been newly 
renovated and modernized into a 
sophisticated event space, 

With seemingly endless venue 
options to choose from for your 
event, it’s hard to narrow down 
your choices and select “the one.” 
Luckily, Woodhaven Manor offers 
an event space for every occasion 
to give you and your guests a 
memorable experience that fits 
both your expectations and your 
budget. 

Food: Every guest secretly 
hopes for amazing food. Lucky 
for you, Woodhaven Manor’s food 
is considered the best in Queens. 
Their in-house Chef Sergio will 
work with you every step of the 
way to design your perfect menu. 
Select from an Italian, American, 
Latin menu, or mix the items for a 
greater variety. The liquor is top-
shelf, and unlimited throughout 
the evening. 

Spaces: Woodhaven Manor’s 
most popular rooms include the 
Queen Elizabeth, and Sunlight 
Room. The Queen Elizabeth 
room is the larger of the two, and 
offers elegant, bi-level spacious 
seating as well as a large dance-
floor space. The Sunlight room is 
a single-level space which offers 
a more romantic and intimate 
area for smaller events, and can 
be designed to accommodate any 
number of guests. 

Amenities: When you step into 
the Woodhaven Manor, the first 
thing you will notice is the elegant 
polished marble floors, and classic 
chandeliers that set the mood for 
an elegant evening. Your guests 
will be greeted by the music of a 
live pianist who will be playing in 
the beautiful white lobby piano. 
During Woodhaven Manor’s 
cocktail hour, you will enjoy the 
finest selection of food, cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres, appetizers and 
more, served by our waitstaff. 
There are 6 dressing rooms for you 
to relax as preparations are made 
for your grand entrance.   

Call Woodhaven Manor ask 
for Mandeep to receive a discount: 
(718) 805-8500. En Espanol: (718) 
813 8033.

WOODHAVEN
MANOR:

Where
Magnificent Moments 

Happen

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E

Continued on Page 40
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BY TOM MOMBERG

When Aris Konstantinidis 
emigrated from Greece in 
1984, he was astonished at the 
variety of international cui-
sine available in the city, but 
believed the Americanized 
versions paled in comparisons 
to the originals. 

“This has been in my head 
for a long time,” Konstantinid-
is said. “I’ve traveled, and I 
have opened restaurants in 
New York and in California — 
and everywhere I went, I could 
not find decent Greek food.”

After flourishing for some 
time in the food industry 
working for others as a chef 
and restaurant executive, 
Konstantinidis went into busi-
ness for himself, hoping to in-
troduce strong flavor and con-
ventional Greek ingredients to 
Americans’ palette.

In the summer of 2014, Kon-
stantinidis bought a small 
diner in Manhattan and an-
other building on the border of 
Flushing and Bayside, which 
he named Kalamaki NYC, 29-
06 172nd St., after the Greek 
word meaning “on a stick.”

Brothers Nico and Jimmy 
Syros came to the city from 
their hometown of Arahova, 
Greece to help Konstantinidis 
run the kitchen. Together, 
the trio and their staff serve 
authentic, fresh, never frozen 
Greek dishes they know best 
resemble home.

“I always believe in the 

beauty of the simplicity of 
things, so we do things very 
simply here, with a lot of love 
and amazing ingredients,” 
Konstantinidis said. “That’s 
where our success lies, is and 
will be.”

All the meat they serve is 
prepared and cooked in house. 
Dishes are prepared the day 

they are served, not the day 
before. And Kalamaki buys 

its feta cheese, first-cold-press 
olive oil and oregano as Greek 

imports.
The traditional Greek sou-

vlaki and gyros prepared at 
the restaurant are made from 
lamb or pork belly, which are 
flavored by the animals’ fat 
and traditional Greek spices. 
They are served in small 
pita sandwiches with onion, 
yogurt and tomato — which 
Konstantinidis said is the way 
it is meant to be — so all the 
flavors can be enjoyed simul-
taneously. 

Kalamaki’s menu is not 
huge, like they are at many 
Greek restaurants. Nico Sy-
ros and Konstantinidis said 
the things they have on their 
menu they do well, and did not 
want to bog down quality by 
offering too much.

Konstantinidis said he is 
unveiling a new Mediterra-
nean diet and seafood menu in 
the next week, as well — stick-
ing with fresh and simple in-
gredients.

For dessert, Kalamaki of-
fers nine artisanal varieties of 
its fresh imported Greek-style 
yogurt.

Call Kalamaki at 718-939-
1616, or visit online at www.
kalamakigr.com.

Kalamaki is open Sunday 
through Thursday 11 a.m. - 10 
p.m. and Friday and Saturday 
11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.

When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Aris Konstantinidis (l.) and his chef 
Nico Syros, who runs the kitch-
en with his brother Jimmy Syros, 
dish out authentic Greek cuisine at 
Kalamaki in Flushing. At right, the 
restaurant serves nine varieties 
of fresh Greek yogurt for dessert. 

Photos by Tom Momberg 
and courtesy of Kalamaki

It’s all Greek to Flushing eatery
Kalamaki NYC owner serves authentic street food using traditional recipes from Greece
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

If it seems as though 
your subway train gets more 
jammed with fellow commut-
ers each day, it may not be a 
total illusion.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority said what 
it called preliminary data in-
dicates a modern record was 
reached Oct. 29 when 6,217,621 
straphangers rode the New 
York City subways.

That broke the previous re-
cord of 6,167,165 passengers on 
Thursday, Oct. 30, 2014.

The MTA called this lat-
est figure a modern record 
because the transit agency 
has been keeping track of how 
many people ride the subways 
only since 1984.

Transit officials believe the 
record set this past October 
is the most riders since the 
late 1940s when far fewer New 
Yorkers drove automobiles.

“The relentless growth in 
subway ridership shows how 

this century-old network is 
critical to New York’s future,” 
said MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast. “Our challenge 
is to maintain and improve 
the subways even as growing 
ridership puts more demands  
on the system.” 

He pointed out that the 
MTA Capital Program “will 
allow us to bring meaningful 
improvements to our custom-
ers, such as real time arrival 

information on the lettered 
subway lines, cleaners and 
brighter stations with new 
technology like Help Points, 
modern signal systems and al-
most 1,000 new subway cars.”

 The MTA said what it called 
a modern ridership record was 
reached on Thursday, Oct. 29, 
usually one of the transit sys-
tem’s busiest days. The previ-
ous record of 6,167,165  was set 

Subway and bus riders could be faced with even worse transit cuts than 
currently predicted with the MTA’s doomsday budget, an agency spokes-
person says.

Catherine O’Brien
Number of subway riders 
reaches a modern record

Catherine M. O’Brien, of 
Glendale died at the age of 
69 Dec. 5.

O’Brien was the devoted 
mother of Maureen Diaz, 
the loving grandmother of 

Johnathan, Karlee, Aaron 
and Sean, and the dear sis-
ter of Frances Lough.

She was cremated at the 
Fresh Pond Crematory.

—Gabriel Rom

BY GABRIEL ROM

Friends and supporters of 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey (D-Maspeth) gath-
ered at Dazies Restaurant in 
Sunnyside early this month.

Markey was feted by 
five notable Queens elected 
women who served as honor-
ary co-hosts for the evening, 
including Borough Presi-

dent Melinda Katz, Assem-
blywoman Cathy Nolan (D-
Ridgewood), Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) and U.S. Reps. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria)

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Notable Queens women
pay tribute to Markey

Continued on Page 40

OBITUARY
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CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 752-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

Wishing you a joyous 
holiday season and a happy 

and healthy new year!

- Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks -

HHHHHOOOOOLLIIDDDDAAAAAAYYYYYY GGGGGGGRRRRREEEEETTTTTINNNNGGGGSSS

Wishing 
Peace & 

Happiness 
during this 

Holiday 
Season

FROM THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JOSE PERALTA

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!
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“The defendant, who is also 
charged with driving with-
out a valid license, now faces 
serious charges.”

Police said when they ar-
rived on the scene they found 
the woman unconscious on 
the ground and parts of a side 
view mirror in the roadway. 
The child was the victim’s 
5-year old niece, who was 
pushed back to safety on the 
sidewalk before her aunt 
was hit by the speeding car, 
according to the New York 
Post. 

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, less than 30 
minutes later, the white Ford 
Mustang was stopped by po-
lice near the Queens-Nassau 
County border. The Mustang 
appeared to have sustained 
front end damage and was 

missing parts of the passen-
ger side view mirror. Watson 
allegedly could not produce a 
valid driver’s license, accord-
ing to court records.

Police said the woman 
was taken to Jamaica Hos-
pital and treated for serious 
injuries. 

The Queens DA said the 
injuries sustained in the col-
lision included a fractured 
hip and femur, facial frac-
tures and head injuries. The 
victim remained in critical 
condition.

The DA said if convicted 
Watson could face up to four 
years in prison. He was or-
dered held on $250,000 bond 
or $100,000 cash bail and 
scheduled to return to court 
on Dec. 29.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

other example of how Airbnb 
incentivizes the depletion of 
affordable housing stock in 
New York City, exacerbating 
our already severe housing 
crisis.”

Dromm called on Airbnb 
to immediately remove the 
listings for Shiew’s home and 
other similar listings. Then 
he called on the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Special Enforcement 
to launch an investigation of 
the owner’s complaint.

“We have suspended list-
ings we believe are associ-
ated with this story while we 
investigate and we will take 
appropriate action,” an Airb-
nb spokesman said. “Situa-
tions like these are rare and 
we strongly oppose illegal 
hotels.”

Neither Firik nor Kimilli 
could be reached for com-
ment.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

formation of a local develop-
ment corporation.  

The city asked the LDC to 
hold off on some of its projects 
to prevent any damage to its 
environmental impact state-
ment for the Willets Point 
project, Shulman said, noting 
that elected officials support 
efforts by the corporation or 
the government to improve 
Flushing.

“We have a marvelous 
working relationship with just 
about anyone who is working 
to make this project a viable, 
good project,” she said.

But the LDC has played key 
roles in other projects, too. It 
developed a proposal to pro-
vide Americans with Disabil-

ity Act access at the Flushing-
Main Street LIRR station and 
is working to provide elevator 
access and more than 200 units 
of affordable housing, includ-
ing 66 units for low-income 
seniors. 

A plan to build 208 afford-
able housing units at Munici-
pal Lot 3 at 133-45 41st Ave., 
bordered by College Point 
Boulevard, Main Street and 
the LIRR, also sprang out of 
the LDC. 

The LDC also initiated a 
project about six years ago 
that places pedestrian medi-
ans on College Point Boule-
vard between Northern Bou-
levard and Roosevelt Avenue. 
A professional landscaper 
maintains plantings along the 
boulevard. 

The corporation also 
helped move forward the Co-

rona Plaza project. One of its 
members, the New York Com-
munity Bank, provided fund-
ing to enable the shovel to go 
in the ground,  said Alex Rosa, 
a project consultant for the 
corporation. The project is 
about to enter the next phase 
of construction.

“There are banks, develop-
ers, community board mem-
bers, nonprofits, a whole host 
of organizations that repre-
sent Flushing and the effort to 
provide economic development 
opportunities, new jobs and to 
enhance the community as a 
whole,” Rosa said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

day’s pay for a fair day’s work 
and this requirement will en-
sure that nail salon workers 
are paid what they are legally 
owed,” he said in a statement. 
“We have come a long way in 
improving the lives of nail sa-
lon workers statewide—and 
we will continue that progress 
to ensure dignity and econom-
ic justice for all New Yorkers.”

Kim, who helped craft the 
nail salon law, said that over 
the last six months, said trade 
groups have seen a 50 percent 

decrease in the nail salon 
workforce.

Workers have either quit 
or been let go by businesses 
that have either shut down or 
downsized due to targeted in-
spections and sweeps by the 
state against Asian-owned sa-
lons.   by the state.

He said the decision is not 
surprising given that it is 
harder to prove discrimina-
tion at the state level,   , but 
said he was shocked that the 
court decision  was only com-
municated directly to the gov-
ernor’s office, which was how 
the groups found out about it. 

Kim’s office is working 

with Cuomo’s office to ensure 
that workers and small busi-
ness owners are protected.

“I think the point clearly 
got across to the rest of the 
small business community 
that the governor is capable 
of unilaterally imposing sanc-
tions without any legislative 
authority and that’s some-
thing  that all small business 
communities must be aware 
of,” Kim said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

cal society’s existence  cen-
tered largely on Kingsland 
Homestead and the immedi-
ate area but the organization 
has now broadened its focus 
to other parts of Queens. 

Within 30 days of the 
Kingsland Homestead  receiv-
ing landmark status, the Im-
migration and Nationality 
Act of 1965, also known as the 
Hart-Celler Act, was passed. 
The act phased out the na-
tional origins quota system 
and created a new immigra-
tion policy that sought to 
reunite immigrant families 
and bring skilled labor to the 
United States.

Hourahan remarked the 
coincidence of the property 
becoming a landmark just as 

the borough, the city and the 
country were starting to un-
dergo population changes. 

 He said that 1.1 million, or 
about 49 percent of the 2.3 mil-
lion people living in the bor-
ough, are foreign-born resi-
dents. He said immigration 
and changing populations 
was not a problem “intrinsi-
cally” for the historical soci-
ety and that the society made 
sure to go all over Queens to 
address it.

“As far as the impact on 
society of 50 years of change, 
I think the society has been 
right there balancing its re-
quirements,” he said. “Its 
mission is to serve 2.3 million 
people.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Nail salons
Continued from Page 2 

Homestead

Continued from Page 35 

Continued from Page 5 

Hit-and-run

Airbnb
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Willets LDC

Thursday, Oct.30, 2014.
The new record day was 

one of five days in October 
when the numbers of riders 
exceeded the previous year’s 
record and was one of 15 week-
days with ridership above six 
million. 

 Transit officials said the 

October 2015 average week-
day subway ridership of 5,974 
million was the highest of any 
month in more than 45 years 
and 1.4 percent higher than 
October 2014. About 80,000 
more straphangers rode the 
subway on an average October 
2015 weekday in just a year 
earlier – enough to fill more 
than 50 fully loaded subway 
trains.

 The number of riders 
surged on weekends with the 
average weekend numbers 
higher than any October 45 
years. On Saturday, Oct. 31, 
the day of the Village Hallow-
een Parade and a Mets World 
Series game 3,730,881 riders 
took the subway, making it the 
fifth busiest Saturday on re-
cent record.

Continued from Page 38 

Transit

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY MERLE EXIT

“Walkers: Hollywood After-
lives in Art and Artifact,” an 
exhibition of nearly 100 works 
by 46 artists, along with a se-
ries of screenings and artist 
talks, is on view at the Museum 
of the Moving Image through 
April.

Organized by Chief Curator 
David Schwartz and scholar 
Robert M. Rubin, “Walkers” 
takes a look at the effect that 
the movies, as well as objects 
associated with the movies, 
have had on the arts. 

Inspired by the idea of the 
“walkers,” or zombies, from the 
TV series “The Walking Dead,” 
the exhibition’s title is a nod to 
the lingering power of the arti-
facts surrounding film on the 
imagination of the living.

“As an institution dedicated 
to the advancement of our cul-
tural and intellectual under-
standing of the moving image, 

we are very enthusiastic about 
taking this significant step 
forward for our institution,” 
Museum of the Moving of the 
Image Executive Director 
Carl Goodman said. “This is 
easily the largest, most ambi-
tious contemporary art exhibi-
tion mounted by the museum. 
These works form the founda-
tion of ‘Walkers’ because of 
their deep thematic connection 
to popular cinema.” 

“Walkers” was almost two 

Pictured top, this Israeli re-release poster in Hebrew for “Dr. Strangelove 
or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb” (1964, 
Columbia Pictures), 1976, is part of the “Walkers: Hollywood Afterlives 
in Art and Artifact” exhibit at the Museum of the Moving Image.  

Photo courtesy Thanassi Karageorgiou/Museum of the Moving Image

Continued on Page 46
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New exhibition at Museum of the Moving Image 
in Astoria looks at movie-inspired works
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Christmas Carol”  — Titan Theatre Co. 
presents a new production, with music, of 
the Charles Dickens’ holiday classic tale of 
redemption.
When: Through Dec. 20
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“All in the Timing” — First String Players 
presents this collection of one-act, 
mostly comic, plays by writer David Ives, 
which focus on language and wordplay, 
complications with romantic relationships 
and the meaning of life. 
When: Friday, Jan. 8 and Saturday, Jan. 9, at 
7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 10, at 3 pm

Continued on Page 48

CHRISTMAS STORY
Andrew Mazer portrays one of the narrators in Titan Theatre Co.’s production of “A 
Christmas Carol,” which finishes its run this weekend at the Queens Theatre.  

Photo courtesy Titan Theatre Co. 

Answers in Sports

At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

As the calendar year draws 
to a close, the media loves to 
present its various versions of 
“The Best Of...”

No matter what it is called, 
categorizing the people and 
events of the past 12 months 
has become as much a part 
of December as secret Santas 
and tree-shaped sugar cook-
ies. 

A couple of years ago the 
QGuide decided to add our 
own list to celebrate the best 
of the borough’s theater with 
the Queens Kudos award. For 
the 2013 calendar year, Titan 
Theatre Co. scored big with 
its unique production of “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
Besides receiving the award 
for outstanding play, the show 
also earned director Lenny 
Banovez a nod for outstanding 
direction and the entire cast 
received Kudos in the acting 
category.

Other winners that first 
year included Bailey Seeker as 
outstanding actress in a musi-

cal for “Oliver!” at the Secret 
Theatre, Megan Greener as 
outstanding supporting ac-
tress in a play for the Queens 
Players’ version of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream” and 
Gregory Isaac as outstanding 
actor in a musical for “Oliver!” 
at the Secret. 

The Queens Kudos’ second 
incarnation for 2014 perfor-
mances singled out Laura Frye 
as outstanding actress for a 
trio of roles in Titan Theatre’s 
“A Christmas Carol,” Terry 
Layman as outstanding actor 
in “King Lear,” Jacklyn Collier 

It’s time to celebrate the best of boro’s theater
Readers can now nominate performers, productions for 2015 Queens Kudos awards

Continued on Page 48

For Reservations: Call (718) 423-0100 | Fax (718) 423-0102 | Email: contact@marbella-restaurant.com
220-33 Northern Blvd, Bayside, NY 11361 (3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

www.marbella-restaurant.com

NEW YEAR’S EVE
From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol Ballroom or in the Dining Room

T.V. Connected to Times Square for New Year’s Celebration

Served with Vegetables & Potatoes

Order your choice two days before affair.

We are now taking reservations for Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Serving our regular A la Carte  Menu.

$1

RESTAURANT
& CATERING

Includes:
Hats,

Nosiemakers, 
Favors,

& Raffles

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

Jacklyn Collier (front row, far r.), shown surrounded by the rest of the “Hurlyburly” cast, earned a Kudos 
Award for Outstanding Actress in a Supporting Role earlier this year.
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EVENTS

Birding: Winter Waterfowl — 
Urban Park Rangers will guide 
the group to the best wildlife 
viewing areas in the city’s parks. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
11 am
Where: Baisley Pond Park 
Lot, Baisley Boulevard and 
155th Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Birding: Jamaica Bay — Urban 
Park Rangers will guide the 
group to the best wildlife 
viewing areas in the city’s parks. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 26, at 
1 pm
Where: Bay 32nd Street 
and Beach Channel Drive, 
Bayswater Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

StringsNSkins: Music of 
the African Diaspora — This 
program of traditional dances, 
songs in English, Spanish and 
Haitian Creole celebrates 
the African Diaspora in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
3 pm
Where: Queens Central 
Library, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free, but tickets 
required, and available at 
Eventbrite
Contact: (718) 990-0700
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

Joe’s Roadhouse Rockers 
— Join this classic rock cover 
band as it performs music 
from Lynyrd Skynyrd, the 
Eagles, the Allman Brothers 
and more. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 20, at 
3 pm
Where: Queens Central 
Library, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-0700
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

BeBe Winans — The legendary 
gospel and R & B singer leads 
a celebration to honor Martin 
Luther King Jr. which includes a 
keynote address from the Rev. 

Floyd H. Flake.
When: Sunday, Jan. 17, at 
4 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

TALK

Darryl “DMC” McDaniels 
— Darryl McDaniels, member 
of legendary rap group Run 
DMC, will discuss his musical 
life and his new venture into 
comic books with Darryl 
Makes Comics. 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 22, at 
4 pm
Where: Queens Central 
Library, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free, register for ticket 
at library’s website
Contact: (718) 990-0700
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

SculptureCenter — Anthea 
Hamilton’s “Lichen! Libido! 
Chastity!” questions the 
representation of cultural 
phenomena through popular 
media.  Gabriel Sierra’s 
“Numbers in a Room” uses 
the museum’s lower level 
galleries to create work that 
reconfi gures the scale and 
geometry of the space and 
its objects. 
When: Through Jan. 4
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-

center.org

Five Continents: One 
Borough — This exhibition, 
subtitled “Art Treasures from 
the Homelands of Queens,” 
includes a group of 33 items 
from Queens College’s 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
that detail the art from 
places Queens residents 
once called home. 
When: Through Jan. 8
Where: Citi DeFord Gallery, One 
Court Square, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

Museum of Stones — The 
Noguchi Museum’s fi rst 
exhibition to incorporate 
contemporary artists 
into the original Noguchi 
installation.
When: Through  Jan. 10
Where: Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/seniors 
and students with ID, Free/
NYC students with ID and 
children under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

2015 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Works from the 16 artists 
awarded an Emerging 
Artist Fellowship will be on 
display. 
When: Through March 13
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists 
are welcome. Sign-up at 
8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm 
to 10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 
minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld, 

ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy 
Show — Every Wednesday 
night New York’s up-and-
coming and already arrived 
comedians hang out and 
tell jokes at The Creek & The 
Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv 
Club — On Friday nights, 
teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets 
on the half-hour. Tickets are 
good for all seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any 
of the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Face Off Unlimited 
presents Improvius 
Maximus — Long-form 
improv teams compete in 
Mighty Caesar’s arena for 
laughs and glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 18-24, 2015

By Ed Canty

Birds of a Feather
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OLD GLORY
C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E
C O U N T S E A N C E S

S E A R R E E D S
M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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GingerBread Lane — 
Experience Jon Lovitch’s 500 
square feet of gingerbread 
houses, businesses, parks 
and a boardwalk, which has 
just been certifi ed with its 
third consecutive Guinness 
World Record for the largest 
gingerbread village. 
When: Through Jan. 9
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, students and 
children ages 2 - 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Winter Solstice Cookies 
& Crafts — This walk-in 
workshop will have families 
creating craft decorations to 
celebrate the winter season. 
Cookies and cocoa will be 
available for purchase. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 19, 
from 11 am - 2 pm
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave., Fort 
Totten
Cost: $5/per child, adults 
accompanied by a child are 
free
Contact: (718) 352-1548

Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Holiday Spectacular — 
Queens Recreation hosts an 
afternoon of fun activities, 
including a bounce house, 
games, crafts, music and 
photos with Santa. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 19, at 2 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Hispanic Christmas 
Celebration— Join 
Margarita Larios and help 
her make holiday favorites 
from the Mexican kitchen. 
Then Guillermo and Gabriel 
Ariza perform traditional 
Christmas carols from Spain 
and Latin America. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 19, 
from 2:30 pm - 5 pm
Where: Corona Library, 38-
23 104th St., Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 426-2844
Website: www.

queenslibrary.org

Little Makers: Winter 
Snow Globes — Learn why 
snowfl akes are so unique, and 
build a winter wonderland 
inside your own globe.
When: Sunday, Dec. 20, at 
10:30 am
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: Regular NYSCI 
admission plus an additional 
$8/per family, $5/per family 
for members
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Oratorio Society of 
Queens Holiday Concert — 
The annual concert includes 
selections from “Messiah” 
and other holiday favorites.
When: Sunday, Dec. 20, at 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35, $30/seniors 
and students with ID, $10/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Celebrate a Polish 
Christmas— Actor, singer 
and guitarist Piotr Rudzinski 
performs carols from his 
native Poland. 
When: Monday, Dec. 21, at 6 pm
Where: Ridgewood, 20-12 
Madison St., Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 821-4770
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

Holiday Open House at 
Queens County Farm — 
Warm up by the fi replace, 
grab a cup of mulled cider 
and tour the decorated 
farmhouse. Craft activities 
for children will be held 
throughout the day. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 26 
through Monday, Dec. 28, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Kwanzaa in Rochdale 

Holiday Happenings

DRESSED FOR THE BIG DAY
Trees are lit for the holiday season 
at the Queens Botanical Garden in Flushing.  

Photo courtesy Shari Romar/Queens Botanical Garden
Continued on Page 48

Merry Christmas!
AUSTIN’S FIVE COURSE DINNER | $45 PER PERSON ++

INCLUDES: Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Lobster Mac and Cheese Croquettes
Crispy Fried Oysters with Caviar Crème Fraiche     

Grilled Zucchini Roll with Goat Cheese
Roasted Red Peppers and Capers 

SOUP Sweet Potato, Corn and Shrimp Chowder 

SALAD Baby Spinach, Pomegranate and Feta Cheese

ENTREES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Lamb Chops with Mint Salsa Verde
Jumbo Shrimp with Tomato Cream Scampi Sauce

Filet Mignon with Truffl ed Mushroom Ragout
Red Snapper with Potato-Horse Radish Crust

And Roasted Red Pepper Relish
Seared Duck Breast with Cherries and Port Wine Sauce

Scallops, Shrimp and Lobster with a Sherry Tomato
Cream Sauce over Fettuccine

DESSERT
White Chocolate Raspberry Bread Pudding, 

Chocolate Mousse Cake or New York Cheesecake

82-70 Austin Street, Kew Gardens, NY 11415
718-849-3939

WITH BOURBON STREET
In our brand-new Magnolia Room!

10pm-2am

Open Bar, Champagne Toast, Passed Hors d'Oeuvres, Pasta Station, 
Carving Station, Dessert Station, Live DJ and Dancing.

Complimentary Noisemakers with Ball Drop from Times Square!
$99.00 per person, inclusive. Reservations must be prepaid upon booking.

In the Main Dining Room:
A special New Years Eve a la Carte Menu. Reservations Required.

At the Downstairs Bar:
$40.00 per person for an Open Bar from 10pm-2am.

  ::  718-224-2200  ::  Bourbon Street :: 40-12 Bell Boulevard :: Bayside, NY  11361
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years in the making. 
What inspired Rubin as 
he worked on putting the 
exhibition together were 
the “various thematic 
shows I have seen about 
art and cinema, such as 
‘Hall of Mirrors’ at the 
Museum of Contempo-
rary Art, Los Angeles, 20 
years ago.”

The exhibition is di-
vided into 11 separate 
sections on themes that 
emerge from the materi-
als. 

“We’re trying to show 
that the line between art 
and artifact is a fluid one 
and that instead of put-
ting all this artwork in 
a white cube, in a typical 
museum setting, we’re 
mixing it up with all the 
literal source materials,” 
Rubin said.

The film series began 
with “Dr. Strangelove, 
or: How I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love the 
Bomb,” Stanley Kubrick’s 
evocation of cold-war nu-
clear paranoia. A poster 
of the movie is Rubin’s 
favorite of the exhibit’s 
artifacts, “because of its 
inadvertent reference to 
the Iranian nuclear situ-
ation,” he said.  

The pieces on view 
in the exhibition cover a 
wide range of approach-
es and media, including 
Douglas Gordon’s “Self 
Portrait of You + Me 
(Dean Martin 01),” an in-
stallation incorporating 
both photography and a 
mirror; a set design for 
the Bates Motel neon 
sign from Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “Psycho” (the 
film will be screened on 
Dec. 20 at 6:30 p.m.); and 
Tom Sachs’ “Godfather 
Viewing Station,” which 
displays the artist’s col-
lection of memorabilia of 
the classic film.

Film screenings re-
lated to the exhibition 

continue through Dec. 
27. Highlights include 
the 1944 film noir “Dou-
ble Indeminty,” starring 
Barbara Stanwyck, Fred 
MacMurray and Edward 
G. Robinson, with a 
screeplay by Billy Wilder 
and Raymond Chandler, 
and Wilder in the direc-
tor’s chair. It will screen 
Dec. 19 at 1:30 p.m.

Later that day, at 4 
p.m., “Chinatown,”  a 
1974 Roman Polanski 
hit with Jack Nicholson, 
Faye Dunaway and John 
Huston will be shown. In 
that film, Nicholson gave 
the movies a private de-
tective for the ages—J. J. 
Gittes, a 1930s Los Ange-
les investigator who gets 
in way over his head af-
ter the wife of a local ty-
coon hires him to spy on 
her husband.

Sam Peckinpah’s 
“The Wild Bunch,” with 
William Holden, Ernest 
Borgnine, Robert Ryan, 
Edmond O’Brien and 
Warren Oates, will get 
two special 70mm screen-
ings on Dec. 26 and 27 at 
3:30 p.m. In Peckinpah’s 
latter-day Western, a 
group of aging outlaws, 
fleeing the authorities, 
attempt to make a final 
score for a Mexican gen-
eral, but when things go 
awry, the gang finds it-
self in one of the wildest 
and bloodiest of screen 
shoot-outs.

A new DCP restoration 
of Peter Bogdanovich’s 
1971 “The Last Picture 
Show” screens on Dec. 26 
and Dec. 27 at 7 p.m. This 
lively and haunting elegy 
for the West, for movies 
and for childhood tells 
the story of three high-
school friends stuck in a 
fading Texas town in the 
1950s.

As for touring the ex-
hibit, Rubin said that he 
is in discussion with ven-
ues in the West as well as 
in Europe.

Continued from Page 41 

HOLLYWOOD

Richard Prince’s “Untitled (Bob Hope),” 2012, (top) is part of the “Walkers: Hollywood Afterlives in Art and Artifact” at the 
Museum of the Moving Image. Kristen Morgin’s “Sophia Loren with Her Woodland Friends,” 2013 is another piece in the ex-
hibit.   .Photos courtesy Genevieve Hanson and Robert Wedemeyer

IF YOU GO

‘Walkers: Hollywood Afterlives 
in Art and Artifact’

When: Through April 10
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/seniors and students with ID, $6/
children 3-12, Free/children under 3
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us
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APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $8.95

Dozen Baked Clams - $13.25

Stuffed Artichoke - $9.95

Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95

Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 
spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh mozzarella 

in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95

Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with 
ricotta and eggplant, served Parmigiana  

style - $1795

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed  

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95
Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti  

and Meatballs - $12.95
Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce  
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $14.95
Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 

Parmigiana - $17.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $22.95

Christmas at  
Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25 or Bicotti (2) - $5.50

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

ee NNNeeecckkkk
arrddd

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not good on holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.
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HALF 
PRICE 

BOTTLE 
OF WINE

Choose from 
any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

FREE DELIVERY

THURSDAYS

Place Your 
Holiday Catering Orders 

with Patsy’s 
Today!

We 
Now Have 

a Party Room 
for 

All Your Parties 
and Events!

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat., Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

as outstanding support-
ing actress for Variation 
Theatre Group’s “Hur-
lyburly” and Alberto 
Bonilla as outstanding 
director for his job helm-
ing “Richard III” at the 
Secret Theatre. 

In the past, nomina-
tions were limited to 
any show that opened be-
tween Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 and 
was approved as an Ac-
tors Equity Showcase.

Here in Queens, those 
performances take place 
at The Chain Theatre, 
The Secret Theatre, The 
Chocolate Factory The-
ater, the Queens Theatre 
and the Astoria Perform-
ing Arts Center.

And each year the 
QGuide received criti-
cism for limiting the op-
tions and basically cut-
ting all of the borough’s 
community theater 
groups out of the pro-
cess. 

So, for the third annu-
al Queens Kudos, the rule 
book has been tossed. 

Any production that 
played a minimum of 
three performances in 

Queens between Jan. 1 - 
Dec. 31 will be eligible for 
a Kudos.

To that end, the 
QGuide is seeking nomi-
nations in the following 
categories: Outstanding 
Play, Outstanding Musi-
cal, Outstanding Direc-
tor, Outstanding Cos-
tumes and Outstanding 
Set Design. 

There will also be 
Kudos awarded to Out-
standing Actor, Actress, 
Supporting Actor and 
Supporting Actress in 
both play and musical 
categories. 

Nominations will be 
accepted through Jan. 
31, 2016, and should be e-
mailed to queenskudos@
gmail.com. 

Voters can nominate in 
any or all categories, but 
must limit their selections 
to one individual or pro-
duction in each category. 

The top five vote get-
ters in each category 
will be announced in 
mid-February and the 
winners will be revealed 
in early March. 

Reach News Editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 

Kudos
Continued from Page 43 

Village — The Afrikan 
Poetry Theatre and 
Rochdale Community Center 
present a day-long event 
featuring musical and dance 
performances, cultural 
food, craft marketplace and 
candle lighting ceremony. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 27, from 
1 pm - 8 pm
Where: Rochdale 
Community Center, 169-65 
137th Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $10/adults, $5/
children 16 and under
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

Kwanzaa Crafts — Children 
ages 6 and up are invited 
to hear stories and make 
crafts related to Kwanzaa. . 
When: Monday, Dec. 28, at 
2 pm
Where: Forest Hills Library, 
108-19 71st Ave., Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 268-7934
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

Victorian Crafts and 
Cocoa Get Together — This 
family-friendly workshop 
will teach participants how 
to make Victorian-style 
New Year’s noise makers to 
usher in 2016. Stick around 
for a cup of cocoa after the 
class. 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 29, 

from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Voelker Orth 
Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/suggested 
donation
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.
org

The Music, the Rhythm, 
the Pulse of Kwanzaa 
— Musician, poet and 
storyteller Atiba Kwabena-
Wilson leads a program 
of music and dance to 
celebrate the seven life-
affi rming principles of 
Kwanzaa. 
When: Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 
2 pm
Where: Cambria Heights, 
218-13 Linden Blvd., Cambria 

Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 528-3535
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

Harare 2015 — An evening 
to honor the work of Elder 
Donnie Whitehead and Nana 
Olie McClean. Program 
includes music by DJ 
Aponte, along with musical 
and dance performances.
When: Thursday, Dec. 31, 
at 8 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre, 176-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free, donations 
accepted
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

Holiday
Continued from Page 45 

Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 
70-01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.sites.google.
com/site/fi rststringplayers/

“First Frost Festival”  — 
For its fi nal festival at the 
Chain Theatre, Variations 
Theatre Group presents 

a series of comedy 
performances, one-act 
plays, a visit from The 
Usual Rejects and their 
movie parody and a new 
version of last year’s live 
radio production of “It’s a 
Wonderful Life.”
When: Through Dec. 18
Where: The Chain Theatre, 
21-28 45th Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Shrek The Musical Jr.”  — 
Rockway Theatre’s Young 
People’s Theatre Workshop 
presents a musical version of 
the hit animated fi lm about 
Shrek the ogre, his sidekick 
Donkey and Princess Fiona. 
When: Jan. 29 - Feb. 14
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10/general admission
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Theater
Continued from Page 42 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 18-24, 2015 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King took 
the first step to finding its 
new identity without Rawle 
Alkins.

The Royals’ players strug-
gled to fill their new roles 
in the first half of a season-
opening loss to Iona Prep. 
But the three-time defending 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball champions righted 
things quickly in its next 
game. It looked more like the 
team it hopes to be during an 
81-67 victory over host Cardi-
nal Hayes on Dec. 11. 

CK got balanced, with 
four players scoring in dou-
ble figures. It showed off its 
depth and watched junior 

point guard Jose Alvarado do 
a masterful job of spreading 
the ball around in the second 
half. It was exactly how the 
Royals need to play with last 
year’s league MVP Alkins 
playing his senior season at 
World of God (N.C.)

“[Iona] was our first game 
without him, so guys were 
unsure about taking shots or 
who to pass to,” senior guard 
Jared Rivers said. “Today ev-
eryone was focused and con-
fident. Everyone played their 
regular game.”  

Rivers (17 points) was the 
main catalyst to Christ the 
King grabbing control of the 
game. He connected on three 
of the Royals’ eight first-half 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy led an-
other strong season on the soc-
cer pitch in Queens. 

The Stanners ran through 
the regular season before 
notching two dramatic playoff 
victories to claim their first 
CHSAA Intersectional Class 
AA crown since 2012. Molloy’s 
only loss came to eventual 
champion Chaminde in the 
Catholic state semifinals. St. 
Francis Prep and Holy Cross 
each reached the league semi-
finals. 

Over in the PSAL, Aviation 
fell just short of repeating as 
Class A champion. The Fly-
ers and Bayside reached the 
semifinals. Springfield Gar-
dens also saw its title hopes 
dashed, falling in the PSAL ‘B’ 
championship game to James 
Monroe. 

Great teams need great 
players and here are the ones 
deemed the best in Queens:  
All-Queens Boys Soccer 

Player of the Year: Jesse 
Rodrigues, Archbishop Molloy

The senior forward was a 
blur with the ball at his feet 
and a sure shot around the 

box. Rodrigues’ 19 goals were 
the driving force behind the 
Stanners’ city title run. He 
scored the winner in the final 
against Fordham Prep with 
15 seconds left in double over-
time. No time was ever a safe 
one for defenses when Rodri-
gues was on the field. 
All-Queens Boys’ Soccer 

Coach of the Year: Andy 
Kostel, Archbishop Molloy

Winning city titles is noth-
ing new for Kostel—who has 
now won 15 in his career—but 
the journey is different each 
time. There was no letup from 
start to finish for this veteran 
Molloy club. The longtime 
head man is never satisfied 
and it keeps his team constant-
ly motivated, paying off with 
one-goal wins in the semifinal 
and final 

FIRST TEAM 
GK Stephen Deely, 
Archbishop Molloy 

Deely is always at his best 
in the biggest moments. The 
senior keeper made nine saves, 
including one on a penalty 
kick in the city championship 
game against Fordham Prep. 
With his athleticism, there 

isn’t a save he can’t make.  
D Jeffery Gad, Aviation 

The senior is the Flyers’ 
best all-around player and un-
questioned leader. His closing 
speed and strength make him 
a shutdown defender. Gad can 
also help on offense as well, 
adding a goal and an assist to 
help the Flyers reach the semi-
finals.
D Kyle Hoffman,
Archbishop Molloy

Hoffman made a seamless 
transition from midfield to de-
fense when the injury bug hit 
early. It still didn’t stop him 
from scoring one of the biggest 
goals of the year. The junior 
tallied the winner in the 75th 
minute of the semifinals. 
D Sheldon May, 
St. Francis Prep

May was the anchor of a 
young Terriers defense that 
held tough through a dramat-
ic playoff run to the CHSAA 
semifinals. He also got into 
the act offensively, helping St. 
Francis Prep consistently im-
prove. 
F Phellymain Landveld, 
Bayside

The senior forward had 
Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

Archbishop Molloy's Jesse Rodrigues (l.) is the All-Queens Boys' Soccer Player of the Year.  
Photo by Gina Palermo

Yashawn Bright goes up for a shot during the CHSAA Boys 
Basketball game between Christ the King and Cardinal Hayes. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Pitch perfect players
Our lineup of Queens’ best in boys’ soccer for 2015 

Royal rebound: CK 
gets bounce-back win
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BY BRANDON MAUK

Archbishop Molloy has the 
talent to compete with the best 
teams in the CHSAA, but the 
team is still working on get-
ting all of its pieces to come 
together. 

The Stanners boys’ basket-
ball team believes that it is 
ready to take a big step toward 
being a serious contender for 
the Class AA Intersectional 
title, after making consecutive 
appearances in the quarterfi-
nals. That confidence comes 
because of some key additions 
to an already deep and veteran 
roster.

Molloy coach Mike Mc-
Cleary has stressed the need 
for his team to find the right 
chemistry in the early going 
in order to reach these goals.

“We spoke a lot about run-
ning our stuff that we run in 
practice, sharing the basket-
ball and not playing as indi-
viduals,” McCleary said.

His club’s talent, as well as 
the work that lies ahead, were 
evident in an 81-42 victory 
against St. Mary’s (LI) in Mol-
loy’s home opener on Dec. 11. 
While the score may not indi-
cate it, the Stanners (2-0) start-
ed off slow before playing better 

as a unit as the game went on.
“This team is talented, we 

have to put it together, make 
it work,” senior forward Isaac 
Grant said.

Grant, one of Molloy’s more 
experienced players, had 12 
points and was one of the 
team’s constant factors in each 
quarter.

The Stanners struggled to 
find their rhythm offensively 
in the early going, as neither 
team scored until about three 
minutes in. They were up 36-22 
at halftime, but it could have 
been more. 

“I thought first half, we 
didn’t share the basketball 
nearly enough, and that was 

why the game was closer than 
it should have been,” McCleary 
said.

Molloy went back to its 
game plan after the break and 
outscored St. Mary’s 25-8 in 
the third quarter to put the 
game well out of reach. The 
Stanners’ ball movement im-
proved, and more players got 

involved in the attack. 
“We’ve got to share the bas-

ketball,” Grant said.
The Stanners also received 

contributions from their new 
players. Freshman Cole An-
thony, son of former UNLV and 
Knicks guard Greg Anthony, 
scored 13 points in the second 
quarter. “I just got on a roll,” 
Anthony said. “It just shows 
that certain guys can get hot 
at any time.”

Anthony is one of Molloy’s 
more important additions, 
as he brings a lot of skills to 
the table, even as a freshman. 
Highly recruited center Moses 
Brown, up from the junior var-
sity, chipped in 10 points. They 
are two of the many reasons 
why Molloy is confident in it 
chances to go far this year.

“This year, honestly, I think 
we can take states,” Anthony 
said. “We’re just going to work 
to get better, go over our plays 
and everything.”

The talent and confidence 
is definitely there for Molloy, 
it just needs to find the right 
chemistry to make it all work.

“We’re looking to work 
with one another,” McCleary 
said. “We seem to do it pretty 
well in practice, now we’ve got 
to translate that into games.” 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It took one of St. John’s old-
est rivals to provide the best 
look into what the program’s 
bright future will look like.

The Red Storm men’s bas-
ketball team did everything 
right—from game plan to ex-
ecution to its celebration—in 
an 84-72 upset over former Big 
East rival Syracuse Dec. 13 at 
Madison Square Garden. It 
was the first time SJU has won 
two straight against Syracuse 
since 1993, and the best win so 
far in the coach Chris Mullin 
era.

The team looked nothing 
like the young and inexperi-
enced group we saw in a 48-44 
win against Niagara five days 

earlier. St. John’s is improv-
ing more quickly than first 
believed.

“I truly believe this team 
can keep getting better,” Mul-
lin said. “So something like 
this is really important, more 
for them. It just shows them 
that there is more there.” 

It’s also the right message 
to send with more than a dozen 
recruits in attendance and is 
the type of win St. John’s can 
lean on with conference play 
getting under way against 
Creighton on New Year’s Eve at 
Carnesecca Arena. The coach-
ing staff can point to the win 
over Syracuse when trying to 
bring more talent to Queens.

“We showed today we are 
definitely headed in the right 
direction,” graduate student 
guard Durand Johnson said.

He had 15 points, seven re-
bounds and four assists for his 
best game in a Red Storm uni-
form. Classmate Ron Mvouika 
added 10 points and seven 
boards to help St. John’s shoot 
49.2 percent from the field.

More importantly, the 

freshmen played like upper 
classmen. Federico Mussini 
connected on five three-point-
ers on his way to 17 points 
and turned the ball over just 
twice. 

“They have all gotten bet-
ter,” said Syracuse assistant 
coach Mike Hopkins, who 
filled in for the suspended Jim 
Boeheim. 

Forwards Yankuba Sima 

and Kassoum Yakwe showed 
how dynamic a duo they can 
be for years to come. They 
combined for 24 points, 12 re-
bounds and five blocks, even 
with Sima in foul trouble. The 
pair allowed SJU (7-3) to effec-
tively attack the Orange’s 3-2 
zone from the high post. 

“We were going to him and 
Sima, basically putting the 
ball in their hands to make the 

next decision,” Mullin said. “I 
thought they both handled it 
really well.”

By no means should we 
expect this St. John’s team to 
play like this every night, but 
there will be some special ones 
at the World’s Most Famous 
Arena when it does.

The Garden—still filled 
with more orange shirts than 
red—was rocking for most 
of the afternoon. The roars 
started when Amar Alibegov-
ic came off the bench to score 
seven of his 15 points during 
a 13-2 run that helped put SJU 
up 40-31 at the break. They got 
louder after a Mussini 3-point-
er made it 74-64 with 5:17 to 
play in the game—and louder 
still at the final buzzer, after 
chants of “New York’s Team.”  
It’s something the St. John’s 
newcomer can get used to.

“This was the best win of 
my life,” Mussini said. “In the 
World’s Most Famous Arena, 
nothing better than this.” 

There will be. It is just the 
first real taste of what’s to 
come.  

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

St. John's guard Ron Mvouika celebrates the team's upset over Syracuse. 
Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications/Pat Lovell

Archbishop Molloy freshman Cole Anthony (l.) scored 13 points in his home debut against St. Mary's.  
Photo by William Thomas

Johnnies have come a long way in a short time

Molloy squad is putting it all together 
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his best season in a Commo-
dores’ uniform. He led the 
team in scoring with seven 
goals and two assists. Two of 
those scores came against ri-
val Francis Lewis. 
M Andrew Laurenzano, 
Holy Cross 

The senior midfield was 
the driving force behind the 
Knights reaching their first 
Intersectional semifinal 
since 2007. He was a danger-
ous offensive weapon, a lead-
er and a consistent presence 
on both ends of the field. 
D Diego Lezcano, Bayside

Lezcano was the unques-
tioned leader of one of the 
city’s best defensive units. 
His veteran presence helped 
the Commodores allow just 
one in their last nine games 
and upset defending champi-
ons Martin Luther King Jr. 
in the quarterfinals. 
GK Andy Lucero, Aviation

Aviation has had a num-
ber of great players during its 
recent run of success. While 
others have gotten accolades, 
Lucero has quietly gone about 
being a consistent keeper. 
His best performance (nine 
saves) came in the semifinal 
loss to Grand Street.  
M Sebastian Rincon Ballen, 
Francis Lewis

The addition of the junior 
midfielder keyed the resur-
gence of Lewis, which did not 
reach the playoffs a year ago. 
Rincon Ballen tallied 14 goals 
and dished out two assists 
and opened up opportunities 
for his teammates. 
D/M Andrew Sepulveda, 
Francis Lewis

The senior wore many 
hats for the Patriots. Sep-
ulveda scored six goals and 
dished out seven assists in 
the regular season for Lewis. 
He was also one of its top de-
fensive players, helping Lew-
is edge out rival Bayside for 
the division crown. 

HONORABLE MENTION
F Angelo Bordenca,
Holy Cross 
M Juvaunte Brown, 
Campus Magnet 
M Lucas Camara, 
John Adams  
M Jonathan Figueroa, 
Benjamin Cardozo
D Jack Mangin, 
Archbishop Molloy 
M Arsenije Matovic, 
Monsignor McClancy 
F Christopher McLaughlin, 
Springfield Gardens
GK Julian Rodriguez, 
Bayside
D John Salinas, 
St. Francis Prep
M Antonio Vidal, 
Christ the King

McClancy defeats Eagles

three-pointers. The game 
could be the start of a break-
out season for Rivers, who 
quietly played well behind 
Alvarado and Alkins a year 
ago.   

“I tried to tell anyone who 
would listen that he is going 
to be a guy that is going to 
lead us in scoring,” CK coach 
Joe Arbitello said. “He did a 
lot more than score today. He 
played some really good de-
fense, made some really good 
passes.”

Tyson Walker (10 points) 
came off the bench to hit two 
of the Royals’ nine treys for 
the game and Rivers made 
one in the closing seconds of 
the second quarter. It capped 
a 14-0 CK run that gave it a 
40-31 lead at the break. The 
Royals shot the ball well, cut 
down their turnovers and 
limited Hayes to one shot 
during the run. 

“It showed our grit,” Ar-
bitello said. “We fought back 
and built a nine-point lead 
and never relinquished it.” 

The spurt hit 18-2, thanks 

to a two-handed slam by 
Yashawn Bright on a Hayes 
defender to make it 44-34 CK 
with 6:14 to play in the third. 
Alvarado scored 10 of his 17 
points in the second half and 
Tracy Cleckley had 16. Clive 
Allen paced Hayes, who plays 
four underclassmen, with 25 
points and Baron Goodridge 
had 14. 

Christ the King was again 
without Robert Morris-bound 
center David Cole, who was 
not even on the bench. Arbi-
tello said his absence was not 
academic or disciplinary, but 
would not disclose a reason. 
He does expect him to return 
soon.

“He should be back in the 
middle of January,” the coach 
said. 

The Royals, who will play 
on without him, saw Hayes 
(1-2) pull as close as 64-57 on 
a three-point play by Allen 
with 6:04 left in the game. 
Christ the King (1-1) quickly 
shut the comeback down with 
a 13-4 run to pick up an im-
portant bounce-back win 

“It feels good,” Alvarado 
said. “There is more to come, 
but it felt good. It got our 
chests pumping.”

Soccer stars

Royals

Continued from Page 51

Continued from Page 51

BY BRANDON MAUK

This could be the start of 
something special for Monsi-
gnor McClancy.

The veteran Crusaders 
started out fast against reign-
ing CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division II basketball cham-
pion St. Edmund and never 
looked back. McClancy won its 
first league game of the season 
by defeating the Eagles 67-52 
Monday.

“Today was a good win,” se-
nior guard Taylor Aybar said. 

It was an important victory 
for the four-year-old program, 
which wants to get over the 
hump and win its first crown.

“Beating the defending 
champs gives us the confi-
dence to beat anybody.” senior 
Gina Hopkins said. 

McClancy went co-ed in 
2012, and this 12-player class of 
seniors have been together for 
all four years. Their familiar-
ity with each other gives them 
an advantage over most teams 
in their league. After reaching 
the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division II semifinal and the 

CHSAA Class B final last sea-
son, the Crusaders have their 
sights set on finally bringing 
home a championship.

“Playing four years with 
these girls has really built a 
great chemistry,” Hopkins 
said. “We have the most expe-
rience out of everyone else in 
the league.” 

That cohesion showed on 
the court. McClancy (3-1) was 
at its best in transition, as it 
forced St. Edmund (4-1) into 
turnovers and created easy 
baskets. The Crusaders took 
advantage of St. Edmund’s 
less-experienced backcourt 
with double-teams and pres-
sure defense.

They contained the Eagles 
on offense with the excep-
tion of  star Kelly O’Donnell, 
who scored 43 of her team’s 52 
points.

“The big key to the turn-
overs is that we were just a 
little bit quicker on the guard 
play, and I figured we’d be able 
to force turnovers easily and 
get quick baskets in transi-
tion,” McClancy Coach Dewey 
Hopkins said.

Aybar got McClancy going 
early, with nine of her team-
leading 17 points in the first 
quarter. The Crusaders used a 
12-2 run to go up 19-15 headed 
into the second. They trailed 
for just a little more than two 
minutes in the first quarter.

“We communicate well,” 
Aybar said. “On offense we 
move the ball well and we have 
a lot of chemistry together.” 

An 8-0 run in the second 
quarter put McClancy up by 12, 
as Kaitlyn Stenz scored all sev-
en of her points in the period. 
The Crusaders led 37-25 at the 
half and went up by 18 midway 
through the third quarter.

St. Edmund showed signs 
of life with a 9-2 run to cut 
their deficit to 11, but a three-
pointer by Caitlin Fallon and 
back-to-back layups by Rhona 
McCaughey put McClancy up 
56-37. The Eagles never got 
closer.

 “It’s a great win for us, it’s 
a great win for the program.” 
Hopkins said. “Sky’s defi-
nitely the limit, confidence is 
through the roof. We’re ready 
to play anybody.” 

McClancy's Taylor Aybar (r.) drives strong to the basket. Photo by Gina Palermo
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the NYPD to expand its exist-
ing hit-and-run reporting to 
include data on civil penalties 
which are levied in hit-and-
run crashes.

“These bills are a strong de-
terrent against repeat reckless 
drivers who continue to wreak 

havoc on our city’s streets,” 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. He also thanked Martha 
Puruncajas for her courage 
and advocacy for safer streets. 
Her son Luis Bravo was killed 
in 2013.

“After losing her son Luis 
Bravo to a hit-and-run crash 
in Woodside, she has helped 
lead a campaign to get justice 
for her family as well as so 

many more New Yorkers who 
are suffering,” Van Bramer 
said. “Martha is an inspira-
tion to me and so many other 
safe street advocates who are 
fighting to make Vision Zero 
a reality.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

legislation enacting the co-
naming. “We must do all we 
can to collaborate to make this 
city as safe and as great as it 
can be.”

Moore and his partner, 
Officer Eric Jansen, were on 
a routine patrol when they 
stopped Demetrius Blackwell, 
who they suspected of carry-
ing a gun. Before they could 
take any action, Blackwell al-
legedly fired several shots into 
the unmarked patrol car and 
struck Moore in the head, ac-
cording to the Queens district 
attorney. 

Blackwell was found and 
arrested a couple of hours af-
ter the incident. Jansen took 
Moore to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he remained in a coma 
until he was pronounced dead 
a couple of days later. 

“Moore was promoted to 
detective post-mortem, but as 
NYPD Commissioner William 
Bratton said, the title was 
most deserving, considering 
his dedication and impressive 

police record in his short, five-
year career.

“We are once again gath-
ered here, wrapped in a shroud 
of sorrow, to share memories 
and to celebrate the life of Bri-
an Moore,  a life cut too short 
but a life that was well-lived,” 
Bratton said. “It is never easy 
to be at these events. We all 
wish that we did not have to 
be here. We all wish the events 
of several months ago had not 
occurred, but they did. And so 
we are here. It must be to en-
sure that we never forget, but 
also so we use his experience 
and early death to inspire us 
and to increase wherever we 
can the security of our person-
nel and our officers.”

Just weeks before the cer-
emony, Moore’s parents were 
in court during a hearing 
for Blackwell, who has been 
charged with murder and 
could face life in prison if 
convicted. His father, retired 
NYPD Sgt. Raymond Moore, 
said these new events are just 
reopening healing wounds, 
but that seeing everyone there 
to memorialize his son’s ac-
complishments made it a little 

better.
“I’m very proud of Brian 

today, but I have always been 
proud of my son and I always 
will be,” Raymond Moore said. 
“Brian was an outstanding 
officer. We all know he made 
160 arrests in his career and 
was awarded department med-
als. He excelled in every unit 
that he worked. His potential 
was unlimited. But he went to 
work every day with one goal 
— he used to tell me he’s going 
to work just to make the city a 
better place for people to live 
and to work.”

Among the more than 1,000 
people who attended the street 
co-naming ceremony, includ-
ing several school groups, 
were state Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Jamaica), 
Assemblymen David Weprin 
(D-Richmond Hill) and Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), U.S. 
Rep. Chris Gibson (D-Hyde 
Park), Borough President Me-
linda Katz, Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown and Councilmen 
Miller, Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) and Barry Groden-
chik (D-Bayside Hills).

hateful attack on one of our 
neighbors and expressed 
their support says a lot about 
our community,” Crowley 
said. “I, too, am proud to 
join in solidarity with Sark-
er Haque and our Muslim 
American neighbors to send 
a powerful message that we 
will not stand for hate and 
intolerance. Sarker is an 
outstanding contributing 
member of our society and 
I was proud to present him 
with a U.S. flag flown over 
the U.S. Capitol to honor 
those contributions.”

His contributions to the 
neighborhood  were cited by 
elected officials during the 
rally. Several also blasted 
Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump, a 
Queens native, for his recent 
anti-Muslim rhetoric.

“What Donald Trump 
is spewing is not welcome 
in this neighborhood,” City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“It’s time we turn away 
from Trump and turn to Mr. 
Haque because he is a true 
American.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria), an immigrant who 
came to the United States as 
a newborn in the ‘70s, called 
Haque a representative of 
the American dream. 

“Through hard work he 
supports his family,” she 

said. “Astoria was built by 
generations of people who 
came here to build a bet-
ter life for their families in 
peace and safety. We will not 
tolerate acts of violence and 
hatred.”

Haque was alone in his 
store when 55-year-old Piro 
Kolvani wandered into his 
store, stared at a newspaper 
photo of the San Bernardino 
shooting and then allegedly 
punched him in the head 
saying “I Kill Muslims,” 
police said. “The beating 
continued for  seven to eight 
minutes before a regular 
customer intervened.

Kolvani was arrested and 
charged with misdemeanor 
assault and released with 
aticket to appear in court 
Jan. 12, but bias charges 
may be added, according to 
the NYPD. 

“Hate Crimes is on it 
now and there may be an 
additional arrest,” Capt. 
Peter Fortune  of the 114th 
Precinct said. “I don’t know 
if he was in shock or there 
was a language barrier but 
he didn’t tell us about the 
racial epithet until a second 
interview was conducted. 
The 114th’s message is that 
we take this very seriously. 
We have a great relationship 
with our Muslim communi-
ty and we’d hate to see any-
thing damage that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

pect as being between 5-foot-
6 and 5-foot-7, with a slim 
build. The man has been seen 
in three videos dressed in a 
hooded sweatshirt . 

Police have asked hom-
eowners in the area to direct 
all security cameras outward 
to the street. 

The NYPD has increased 
patrols in Forest Hills and has 
dispatched undercover agents 
throughout the Cord Meyer 
neighborhood, according to 
112th Deputy Inspector Judith 
Harrison. 

At a Community Board 6 
meeting Dec. 9, Harrison was 
joined by FDNY Borough Com-
mander Edward Baggott and 
Commander Randall Wilson 
of the Bureau of Fire Investi-
gation.

Wilson said the FDNY 

was working closely with the 
NYPD in a “full-court press by 
both agencies... reaching be-
yond what we normally do.” 

Federal agencies have also 
offered their help, according 
to Wilson. While the FBI is 
not involved the current in-
vestigation, “their resources 
are being offered if needed,” 
he said. 

Two dogs from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives have been used 
in combing through the rubble 
of one of the fire sites.

Harrison maintained that 
police are not calling the ar-
sons hate crimes, but noted 
that she is in contact with Dep-
uty Inspector Mark Magrone, 
the commanding officer of the 
Hate Crimes Task Force.

“We do realize what the 
correlation is between the 
owners and the Jewish com-
munity,” Harrison said. “But 
we feel right now that he is 
targeting properties that are 

under construction and those 
properties just so happen to be 
owned by certain people. If the 
property was owned by an Ital-
ian, he would still be targeting 
that property,” she said.

The Bukharian communi-
ty is offering a $50,000 reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest of the arsonist, in addi-
tion to $12,500 already offered 
by Crime Stoppers.

Police ask anyone with 
information regarding these 
incidents to call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477). 
The public can also submit 
their tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers website at 
www,nycrimestoppers.com 
by texting their tips to 274637 
(crimes) and entering TIP577.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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DOT talk

see that we are really focus-
ing on the craft of our prod-
uct. Every detail matters in 
what we do here—from the 
ingredients we use to our 
packaging,” Jerry Pantela-
tos said.

The owners went to great 
lengths when planning the 
shop, which features state-
of-the art equipment, hand-
cut marble tables and a full 
coffee bar for those who are 
dining in.  

“All of our equipment we 
got from France. It’s state 
of the art, and as you will 

see, it really makes a differ-
ence,” Jerry Pantelatos said. 
“Baking is like chemistry, 
so if you are using sophis-
ticated technology, it works 
that much better. We really 
wanted to do something spe-
cial here.”

The French Workshop is 
now open from 2  p.m. to 11 
p.m. daily. The Pantelatos 
family said if business goes 
well, they hope to open for a 
morning shift next year as 
well.

The bakery’s website is 
still under construction, but 
once complete customers 
can go online to http://www.
thefrenchworkshop.com/ to 
browse products and place 
orders.

Continued from Page 9 

Bakery

For more hyper-local Queens news 
on your computer or smartphonevisit 

TimesLedger.com.
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54



 Gifts to make them Happy...
Priced to make you Smile!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours! 

50” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV                                                 
-50E3500  WAS $449.97NOW...

$14897
NOW...

$29997

NOW...
$34991

40% OFF
SAVE $20

42% OFF
SAVE $15

NOW...
$2999

NOW...
$1999

12 CUP 
PROGRAMMABLE 
COFFEE MAKER 
-BVMC-AMX22  
 WAS $34.99

4 SLICE STAINLESS 
STEEL TOASTER 
OVEN BROILER
-31401 WAS $49.99 

$3999
NOW...

PLAQUE
CONTROL 
RECHARGEABLE 
TOOTHBRUSH
-HX6211/04  
WAS $69.99

$6999
NOW...

SENSOTOUCH 
ELECTRIC RAZOR
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42% OFF
SAVE $30

30% OFF
SAVE $30

FREE INSTALLATION

$7999
NOW...

38% OFF
SAVE $50PORTABLE GPS 

NAVIGATION SYSTEM 
WITH LIFETIME MAPS
-NUVI55LM  WAS $129.99

5.0''
LCD

IN DASH AM/FM/CD CAR 
STEREO WITH BUILT IN 
BLUETOOTH HANDSFREE   
• Front Panel USB and 
   AUX Input • Works with 
   Pandora • iPhone Compatible                                                
 -KDCBT362U

$12999

INSTALLED 

FREE*

REMOTE CONTROL VEHICLE 
STARTER SYSTEM
• Parking Light Flash • Door Lock/Unlock ( Vehicle 
   Must Be Equipped With Power Door Locks ) 
-VIPER4105V  WAS $199.99

NOW...
$17999SAVE $20

WIRELESS HI-FI
MUSIC SYSTEM 
-PLAY3BLACK

$29991

All The Music on Earth, in Every 
Room of Your Home, Wirelessly.

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

y

2 ROOM STARTER SET 
-PLAY1STARTER 
REG. $199 EACH  PLAY:1
EXPIRES 12/26/15
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-PLAY5IIBLACK
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SAVE ON HDTVs

NOW...
$99891

(* Most Vehicles Require A Bypass Module At An Additional Cost)

SAVE ON 
SMALL APPLIANCES ON ANY CAR STEREO $129 & UP*...  ADD ANY PAIR OF SPEAKERS 

AND  WE’LL INSTALL THEM FREE TOO.  *Installation Kits Extra If Needed 

55” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED SMART TV                                 
• 4K SUHD TV with Revolutionary Panel Featuring 
   Nano-Crystal Technology • Smart TV with Quad-Core 
   Processor, Smart Apps and Full Web Browser      
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology                                 
-UN55JS7000  WAS $1599.91

CBT362U99
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999

INCLUDES

REMOTES
2

INSTALLED 

FREE*

EXTENDED HOURS:FRIDAY        9AM-11PMSATURDAY   9AM-11 PM SUNDAY          9AM-10  PM

50''

33% OFF 

SAVE $150

39''
40% OFF 

SAVE $101

55''

39” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3996A  
WAS $249.97

SAVE 
$49

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

37% OFF
SAVE $601
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Queen Mattress -513465-51Q  -513466-51Q  -513469-51Q  -513470-51Q

FREE DELIVERY SET-UP
AND REMOVAL

On All Stearns & Foster, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Sealy Optimum, and Tempur-Pedic Mattresses.

BO
X SPRING

FREEA $150 Value

W
ith Purchase Of Any Sealy Posturepedic 
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attress

Twin Mattress* -51173030-T

WAS $399
$9997

*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

$$$$$

Queen Mattress* -51173051-Q

WAS $499
$14997

$$$$$

INSTANTLY ON SELECT 

STEARNS & FOSTER
MATTRESSES

WAS $1249
$69997

NEW
2016

MODELS

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
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66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA
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