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BY BILL PARRY

When the Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks moved back to the East 
River this summer, NBC chose 
Hunters Point South Park for its 
broadcast, giving the nation a 
look at what many Long Island 
City residents call the “borough’s 
front lawn.” Since opening in Au-
gust 2013, the park has received 
numerous awards for its design 
and development.

Now the entire 30-acre Hunt-
ers Point South development, 
which will include up to 5,000 
housing units when completed, 
has received a Waterfront Edge 
Design Guidelines certification 
for excellence in design.
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Jennifer Hudson-Phil-
lips stood by the entrance 
of the Forest Hills Barnes 
& Noble, which closes next 
Thursday and picked up a 
book. She examined it as 
if she was testing the ripe-
ness of a vegetable or fruit. 

“Now what’s this?” she 
said to no one in particu-
lar.

“‘The Art of Declutter-
ing.’ Oh, do I need that.” 

Hudson-Phillips was 
browsing the store’s “staff 
picks” shelf and opened up 
another book.

“I didn’t know Mindy 

Kaling had a new book 
out,” she said. “I need this, 
but I don’t feel like buying it 
today. That’s the wonderful 
thing here, you just don’t 
know what you will find.”

That leisurely, noncom-
mittal attitude is what 
many bibliophiles say they 

BY BILL PARRY

An MTA schedule of weekend 
service shutdowns in 2016 shows 
there is light at the end of the tun-
nel for straphangers who ride the 
No. 7 subway line. The MTA said 
it requires fewer shutdowns than 
in previous years as reconstruc-
tion progresses and improvement 
projects near completion.

Beginning in late January the 
schedule shows eight weekends 
will be affected, spread out over 
11 months. During these week-
ends service will be shut down 
between Queensboro Plaza and 
Times Square in both directions.

“The growth of the Flushing 
Line matters greatly to the growth 
of Queens, and these projects are 
critical to the future of the line,” 
James Ferrara, interim president 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Several Muslim communities from the city 
and Long Island rallied in Jackson Heights Sat-
urday to mark one year since Taliban militants 
killed more than 150 children and adults at a 

Abbas Gastgir of American Muslims 4 
Peace raises an American Flag just be-
fore a rally in Jackson Heights to fight 
Islamophobia. Photo by Michael Shain 

LIC’s front lawn receives award
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AN ORIGINAL RAPPER

Back in town, Darryl McDaniels, an original member of Run DMC, took over the Queens Library in Jamaica 
to talk about the early years of hip-hop, his love of reading and his new passion as publisher of DMC comics. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Area Muslims stage rally 
to challenge Islamophobia 
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Wills introduces bill 
to curb gang violence

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

In an effort to curb gang 
violence across the city, 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) has reintro-
duced the Community Vio-
lence Prevention Act bill 
during a City Council hear-
ing. 

The Community Vio-
lence Prevention Act would 
create an independent 
commission to study the 
root causes of violence and 
make recommendations on 
how to counter the damag-
ing effects, according to 
Wills’ office. 

The bill was originally 
proposed in December 2013 
as Intro 1040 but did not 
make it through the ses-
sion due to city elections. 
This time the City Council 
session does not end until 
2017 and Wills’ co-sponsor 
for the bill is Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D-
Brooklyn). 

The commission would 
have 15 members appointed 
by the City Council, includ-
ing agency heads as well as 
appointees by the mayor, 
the speaker and each of the 
Council’s borough delega-
tions.

“Almost half of the 
shootings and murders in 
our city are gang-affiliated, 
and young men and women 
of color often end up in the 
cross hairs of these war-
ring groups,” Wills said 
during the Dec. 16 hearing. 
“The Community Violence 
Prevention Act would en-
able an independent body of 
experts to review the city’s 
efforts to promote upward 
mobility in communities 
afflicted by violence, and 
design a comprehensive 
strategy that would deliver 
more direct and immediate 
benefits to our disadvan-
taged.”

The commission would 
identify the neighborhoods 
where the highest rates of 
violent criminal acts occur, 
evaluate the city’s efforts to 
address the socio-economic 
conditions that ultimately 
lead to such acts of vio-

lence, and develop a yearly 
plan designed to augment 
those efforts by viewing 
violent crimes as a public 
health crisis.

Every year, the commis-
sion would be required to 
report on its activities to 
the mayor and the Council, 
and offer an assessment of 
the city’s effort to imple-
ment the plan. The sum-
mary of the plan would be 
publicized online and sub-
ject to comment.

“The speaker of the 
House has refused to allow 
Congress to vote on ending 
the ban on researching gun 
violence as a public health 
crisis, through the Center 
for Disease Control. It is 
stunning that just weeks 
after yet another mass 
shooting—in San Bernardi-
no—that he would not want 
to use every tool possible 
to get to the root of this cri-
sis,” Williams said.

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and  
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) support the bill. 

Despite overall low 
crime rates, in Novem-
ber during the 103rd Pre-
cinct Community Council 
monthly meeting, Execu-
tive Officer James Fey said 
that due to two homicides 
in the area, residents in 
Jamaica would see an in-

crease in uniforms on the 
streets and patrol cars. 

“The senseless acts of 
violence that used to oc-
cur in areas within (my) 
district have considerably 
lessened. In fact, one target 
area of the city’s Gun-Vio-
lence Crisis Management 
System has achieved more 
than 365 days without gun 
violence,” Wills said. “The 
CVPA will serve to build 
on the success of the Cure 
Violence model by enhanc-
ing the delivery of needed 
services.”

A spokesman from Wills’ 
office said the benefits of 
the city’s historically low 
crime rate are not enjoyed 
by every citizen. Many resi-
dents living in less affluent 
communities of color are 
vulnerable to gun-violence 
that is often perpetrated by 
local gangs. These crimes 
are ultimately driven by 
various socio-economic in-
equities that have yet to be 
adequately addressed. 

The CVPA is designed 
to assess and augment the 
city’s efforts to resolve 
these outstanding issues, 
and develop a comprehen-
sive plan to create opportu-
nities that would empower 
these youths to choose a 
productive way of life, free 
from such destructive acts 
of violence.

Why is such a high percentage of the violent crime tied to youth 
gangs? Councilman Ruben Wills is seeking to set up a comprehen-
sive study of the problem. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration is in dis-
cussions with the state’s 
chief economic develop-
ment agency over the pos-
sibility of  using one or 
more abandoned buildings 
for a  homeless shelter at 
the Creedmoor Psychiatric 
Center in Queens Village.

 Cuomo’s office would 
only confirm that the 
idea for a shelter on the 
state-owned campus was 
discussed among other op-
tions.

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who represents 
the neighborhoods sur-
rounding Creedmoor, said 
he spoke to the governor 
after the idea was leaked 
and was assured it would 
not happen.

The governor and the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation are interested 
in the site and are commit-
ted to working with the 

community on its future. 
Grodenchik said he was 
told further discussions 
will happen with the bor-
ough president and the 
state agency about what to 
do with some of the vacant 
space at Creedmoor.

“We understand the 
longstanding significance 
of the Creedmoor site to the 
surrounding community 
and we will guarantee full 
input and robust dialogue 
with the public relating to 
any future decisions re-
garding the site,” Cuomo 
and Borough President 
Melinda Katz said in a joint 
statement.  Tuesday.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
office and state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie’s (D-Hollis) office 
have said they would be 
open to the establishment 
of a homeless shelter at 
Creedmoor.

“Given the dimensions 
of the problem that has 
built up over many years, 
any additional state re-
sources are welcome and 

we look forward to hearing 
more about the plan, which 
will hopefully help address 
the needs of the New York-
ers on the streets for both 
short-term safe havens and 
long-term supportive hous-
ing and services,” Karen 
Hinton, de Blasio’s press 
secretary, said in a state-
ment.

Comrie said the campus 
already has some resourc-
es to help increase home-
less families’ chances of 
being successful and that 
he would look forward to 
learning more about the 
plan.

The city used a building 
at the Creedmoor Psychiat-
ric Center, 79-25 Winchester 
Blvd., as a men’s shelter in 
the mid-80s, but it was shut 
down due to neighborhood 
concerns at a very violent 
time in the city’s history. 

The City Council unani-
mously approved the con-
struction of elementary, 
middle and high schools 
on the Creedmoor campus 

in 2000. The city ultimately 
took part of the Creedmoor 
campus within the bound-
aries of Glen Oaks and 
developed it into a public 
school campus in 2004, in-
cluding the Queens High 
School of Teaching.

Several other parts of 
the campus were sold off 
in 2006, but of the roughly 
25 buildings that are still 
a part of the hospital’s 
grounds, several remain 
vacant. Most proposed new 
developments since then 
have faced heavy resis-
tance from the surround-
ing neighborhoods.

A Native American civ-
ic group proposed putting 
senior housing and a cul-
tural center on the campus 
in 2011. That proposal met 
with strong community 
opposition and never went 
through.

The main building at 
the Creedmoor campus is 
still home to at least 300 
psychiatric hospital beds. 

Proponents of the gov-

ernor’s idea to turn empty 
buildings on the campus 
into housing for the home-
less like the fact that the site 
already has high fences, se-
curity and is relatively iso-
lated from the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

But local civic groups 
were calling for tighter 
security at the hospital af-
ter a convicted murderer 
who was transferred to 
Creedmoor after serving a 
15-year prison sentence es-

caped in 2014.
“I have been here for 

several years, and I was 
shocked to learn that this 
was even being consid-
ered,” Community Board 
13 Chairman Bryan Block 
said. “We sympathize with 
the city’s needs and that we 
are all one city, but we don’t 
even know the mental con-
dition of the people who the 
city is considering housing 
there.”

BY BILL PARRY

As Mayor Bill de Blasio 
nears the midway point of 
his first term, the homeless 
crisis continues to be the 
800-pound gorilla in City 
Hall. In an hour-long ses-
sion with reporters Mon-
day, the mayor admitted 
mistakes have been made.

“My job is to make fewer 
and fewer mistakes,” de 
Blasio said. “My job is to 
learn from everything. One 
thing I do pride myself on 
is I make a mistake, I learn 
from it.”

Last week proved how 
vexing the crisis can be. 
Just two days after the res-
ignation of Department of 
Homeless Services Com-
missioner Gilbert Taylor, 
de Blasio rolled out his new 
Home-Stat program, the 

most comprehensive street 
homelessness outreach ef-
fort ever deployed in a ma-
jor American city, officials 
said. 

More than 100 police 
officers and 300 social 
workers would canvass 
the streets seeking out the 

estimated 4,000 homeless 
people who are living on 
the streets in the five bor-
oughs to get them services 
with “unprecedented vigor 
and attention” beginning 
in March. The goal of the 
program is to get the home-
less off the street and into 
stable housing or treatment 
centers.

“This is a fundamental 
change in how our city con-
tends with a situation that 
has been intractable for 
years,” de Blasio said. The 
announcement drew praise 
from elected officials, ad-
vocates for the homeless 
and state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman.

U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Secretary Julian 
Castro applauded the in-
creased street outreach, 

saying “getting people into 
housing quickly is a criti-
cal component of ending 
homelessness.”

The reaction in Queens 
was full of hope for quick 
action. 

“From the hallways 
of LaGuardia Airport to 
the streets of the five bor-
oughs, homeless New York-
ers are in need of our help 
and we must deliver,” state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) was gratified to learn 
of the intensified, case-by-
case approach to the prob-
lem. “This new initiative 
should leave no doubt about 
the mayor’s desire to turn 
around the homelessness 
situation in our city.”

By the weekend, de Bla-

sio tempered the enthusi-
asm a bit when he said it 
“will take years” for the 
new program to work. On a 
radio interview with Grist-
ede’s owner John Catsima-
tidis the mayor said, “I’m 
not saying for a moment 
that this is easy stuff.”

On Monday, City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer re-
minded the administration 
that the homeless on the 
street are just one part of 
the crisis. Stringer released 
an audit charging the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices with placing families 
with children in shelters 
with deplorable conditions.

“Over 23,000 homeless 
children in our city slept in 
nightmare conditions last 
night, many of them sur-
rounded by peeling paint, 
some feeling the chill of 

broken windows, and oth-
ers sharing space with ver-
min,” Stringer said. “And 
when those same children 
woke up today, DHS still 
had no plan in place to help 
families make it out of the 
shelter system.”

The comptroller’s au-
dit sampled 101 randomly 
selected housing units in 
the city’s 155 shelters that 
serve families with chil-
dren and found 53 percent 
of inspected apartments 
had evidence of rodents, 
roaches and other vermin. 
The audit found 87 percent 
of inspected units had con-
ditions that raised health 
and safety concerns such 
as malfunctioning smoke 
detectors, blocked fire es-
capes, mold, mildew, peel-
ing paint and walls with 
holes.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is considering a plan to establish a homeless 
shelter on the Creedmoor Psychiatric Center campus.

Mayor de Blasio announces his 
new Home-Stat program. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s Office/Ed Reed

Governor eyes Creedmoor for shelter
Homeless among options being considered for empty buildings at Queens psychiatric hospital

Mayor tackles issue of people living on streets
In audit by city comptroller, shelters shown to be in ‘deplorable’ condition in fi ve boros
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The Jewish Child Care 
Association, which has pro-
vided child care services in 
Queens for over 50 years, 
will close its flagship child 
care program according to 
Ronald Richter, the JCCA’s 
chief executive officer.

While a specific closure 
date has not yet been given 
the JCCA plans to termi-
nate its contract with the 
city’s Administration for 
Child Services sometime in 
2016. The JCCA is partially 
funded by the state and the 
federal government and 
also by the ACS.

According to a letter 
Richter sent to parents, 
The Family Child Care 
Program in Queens will be 
shuttering due to a “declin-
ing census” and a “serious 
lack of sufficient funding.” 
A restructuring of the or-
ganization’s funding sourc-
es “severely impacted the 
child-care program’s finan-
cial sustainability,” JCCA 

staff said.
To date, the program 

provides day care servic-
es for some 200 children 
throughout the neighbor-
hoods of Forest Hills, Rego 
Park and Kew Gardens, 
all of which have booming 

Jewish populations.
The JCCA operates a 

network of over 100 home-
based child care facilities in 
Queens, training providers, 
supervising locations and 
matching interested fami-
lies with available provid-

ers. Many of the program’s 
providers and participants 
are Jewish, with most from 
émigré families from the 
former Soviet Union, Israel 
and other countries. 

Parents, mostly in the 
Bukharian community, 

have scrambled to look for 
child-care replacements 
even as the JCCA has tried 
to allay fears that services 
would be lost.

JCCA representatives 
maintained that there 
would be no disruption of 

services, no childcare slots 
would be cut and children 
and their providers would 
be transferred to other pro-
grams by 2016.

“There has been a lot of 
confusion and misinforma-
tion,” said Sandy Katz, the 
program’s director. “To be 
clear, the program is not 
ending, we are ending our 
involvement. Providers 
and children will simply go 
on to other programs.”

“There should be no gap 
in services, but that’s up to 
ACS,” she added. “The hope 
is that there will be a seam-
less transfer.”

According to the trans-
fer process the Adminis-
tration for Child Services 
will reach out to other 
child-care networks in the 
Queens area and match 
them with parents.

“We believe our lan-
guage to have been extreme-
ly clear,” said Leslie Gott-
lieb, JCCA’s spokeswoman. 
“People have not fully un-
derstood that we are work-

Borough agency for child care loses funding

The Jewish Child Care Association, first known as the Hebrew Benevolent Society, was founded in 1822  and has operated in Queens for 
almost half a century. Courtesy of JCCA

January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 

York College – Parking Lot
Queens, NY 11451

SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd. & Liberty Ave.
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 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!,  Assembly Member 

Vivian E. Cook &
Council Member

Ruben Wills 
Proudly Announce

FREE Styrofoam Collection Drop-Off Event
Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam? Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers to a 
FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The city Department of 
Transportation plans to 
implement a preliminary 
short-term Select Bus Ser-
vice program in early 2017 
along the Q52 and Q53 bus 
routes before a full capital 
build-out, a DOT spokes-
man said.

The short-term project 
will bring the controver-
sial SBS program along 
Woodhaven Boulevard 
from Park Lane South to 
Rockaway Boulevard and 
Liberty Avenue.

The DOT first made the 
announcement at a Com-
munity Advisory Commit-
tee meeting at Borough 
Hall Dec. 15.

According to an agency 
presentation, the phased 
initiative will include 
street resurfacing, road-
way and pedestrian safety 
improvements, bus lanes 
and transit signal priority 
and the installation of me-
dian bus stops along the 1.3-
mile corridor.

As the short-term plan 

nears completion in spring 
2017, the full project will 
begin in what the DOT is 
calling an “overlapping 
lessons learned period.” 
DOT hopes the full roll-out 
of SBS, which will extend 
past the Rockaway Boule-
vard-Liberty Avenue inter-
section deep into the Rock-
away peninsula, will be 
shaped by the community 
response to the short-term 
project.  The design for the 
short-term SBS project, 
which will be presented to 
the community in 2016, will 
be closely monitored by the 
DOT and MTA once it is in 
service, both agencies said.  

A spokesman for the 
DOT stressed that the 
phased approach would al-
low the agency to fine-tune 
the project while delivering 
safer conditions for pedes-
trians and faster times for 
bus riders as soon as pos-
sible. 

The short-term proposal 
will be replaced by the full 
SBS project at an unspeci-
fied date.

While the DOT said 

the short-term project was 
fully funded, it was unclear 
whether the long-term proj-
ect had also secured full 
funding.

In the face of stubborn 
public opposition, the MTA 
has long contended that its 
SBS route would provide 
more reliable service for 
30,000 daily riders with 
an anticipated travel time 
savings of 25 percent to 35 
percent and will especially 
benefit low-income citizens 
along the Woodhaven corri-
dor who have been plagued 
with slow buses for years. 

SBS, which will support 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero and OneNYC pro-
grams, has been presented 
by advocates as a compre-
hensive program that will 
help not only bus riders but 
drivers, pedestrians and all 
street users.

The presentation is 
available on the DOT’s 
website at: http://www.nyc.
gov/html/brt/downloads/
pdf/2015-12-15 -brt-wood-
haven-cac5-presentation.
pdf

First phase of SBS set 
for Woodhaven Blvd.

A dedicated bus lane on Woodhaven Boulevard will be used by SBS. Photo by Michael Shain

For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202
Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

Open New Year’s Eve
Opening New Year’s Day for Dinner at 3pm

Reserve 
Now 

For Holiday 
Parties!
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Long Island man ad-
mitted to having several 
drinks at a bar and driv-
ing over the speed limit 
in his Porsche Cayman 
before slamming into the 
rear of a parked school bus 
in Flushing and killing the 
woman in the passenger 
seat, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Nara An, 24, a visitor 
from South Korea, had 
been staying at the home 
of her fiancé on Roosevelt 
Avenue in Flushing since 
October and was planning 
to return home at the end 
of the month, police said.

The driver, Kyung Song, 
29, of Island Park, L.I., was 
driving his $60,000 sports 
car with An as his pas-
senger. After a night of 
drinking, he was heading 
west on Sanford Avenue 
at about 3:30 a.m. Dec. 18 
when he hit a parked bus, 
according to the NYPD.

Montefiore Medical 
Center in the Bronx said 
Song worked in the hospi-
tal pharmacy as a trainee 
for three weeks in May.

Song allegedly admit-
ted that he was driving 
33 miles per hour when 
he was coming around 
the turn and that his tire 
slipped due to a curve in 
the road, causing him to 
hit the back of the bus, ac-
cording to the criminal 
complaint filed by Queens 
DA Richard Brown.  He 
said An had asked him to 

slow down.
He also admitted that 

the woman told him to 
slow down and that they 
had been coming from a 
bar where he drank six 
beers and three shots of 
liquor, according to the 
complaint.

The collision occurred 
on a residential street in 
front of PS 22, Thomas Jef-
ferson Elementary School, 
where the speed limit at 
the time of the accident 
was 25 miles per hour, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Song is facing charges 
of vehicular manslaugh-
ter, criminally negligent 
homicide and operating a 
motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs, the DA said.

He was taken to NewY-
ork-Presbyterian/Queens 
and was listed as being in 
stable condition, an NYPD 
spokeswoman said.

Police said Song had 
a blood alcohol content 
of nearly twice the legal 
limit.

A police officer from 

the 109th Precinct saw a 
2014 Porsche with severe 
front-end damage that had 
struck a parked yellow 
school bus, the complaint 
said.

Song, who was in the 
driver’s seat, was uncon-
scious and an unidentified 
Asian female in the passen-
ger’s seat did not appear to 
be breathing or moving, 
the complaint said.

The driver was re-
moved from the vehicle 
and placed into an ambu-
lance for transport to the 
hospital, the complaint 
continued.

The woman, who suf-
fered massive head inju-
ries, was pronounced dead 
at 3:51 a.m., the complaint 
added.

The officer said Song 
looked intoxicated, with 
bloodshot watery eyes 
and a strong odor of an 
alcoholic beverage on his 
breath, according to the 
complaint.

A portable breath test 
was administered to Song, 
with results indicating 
that he had a blood alcohol 
content of .176, the com-
plaint said. When he was 
asked if he would submit 
to a blood test, he allegedly 
refused.

Song was previously 
convicted of operating a 
motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs on April 7, 2010 in 
Nassau County, the com-
plaint said.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The real estate firm Rob-
ert K. Futterman and Asso-
ciates has announced plans 
for a new development that 
will take the place of the 
Burger King on Northern 
Boulevard in Bayside.

The proposed three-sto-
ry retail building at 222-10 
Northern Blvd. includes 
plans for a 220-car parking 
structure and four floors 
including 39,600 square feet 
of commercial space, if the 
lower level is included.  

RKF said it would be do-
ing all the marketing and 
leasing as the exclusive 
agent for the property own-
er, which property records 
show is still Creative Foods 
Corp., a Burger King fran-
chisee. 

The developer for the 
project has not yet been 
announced, and no formal 
zoning variance proposals 
have yet come before Com-
munity Board 11.

RKF, which has offices 
across the country and 
works with international 
clients, said it is excited to 
work on the project con-
sidering the high traffic 
on Northern Boulevard 
and the appeal the location 
might have to businesses.

“Bayside is a high-den-
sity neighborhood and a 
well-established trade area 
with strong traffic from 
residents, students and 
commuters,” RKF Execu-
tive Vice President David 
Rosenberg said. “This new 

development will be ide-
ally suited for restaurants, 
grocers, health and fitness 
studios, furniture, home 
furnishings and sporting 
goods retailers. We are ac-
tively seeking regional and 
national brands to comple-
ment the strong co-tenancy 
along Northern and Bell 
boulevards that cater to this 
upscale neighborhood.”

Rosenberg is going to be 
the marketing agent for the 
project, along with real es-
tate associate Eddie Mami-
ye.  They said the location 
will attract residents and 
commuters from around 
Queens and western Nas-
sau counties.

“As a result of the grow-
ing demand for retail space, 
this is an excellent opportu-
nity for the owner to rede-
velop this long-owned prop-
erty into a higher-caliber 
use.”

The stand-alone fast 
food restaurant would be 
demolished if the project is 
approved and would be the 
third Burger King to leave 
Bayside.

Porsche rams into bus
South Korean visitor killed in Flushing DWI crash: DA  

New retail planned 
for Northern Blvd.

Robert K. Futterman and 
Associates has announced it 
would be marketing new retail 
space. Courtesy of RFK

Kyung Song’s Porsche Cayman was a $60,000 luxury sports car. 
Facebook
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1.5 LTR.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS 
& NEIGHBORS A SAFE AND HAPPY 

HOLIDAY SEASON

Franny Lew Wine & Liquor

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

NOW THROUGH Jan 3rd 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH Jan 3rd 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti Spumanti

$10.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

$18.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

$159.99

SILVER OAK
Alexander Valley

$49.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA

DUCALE TAN

15.99

BAILEY’S 
Gift Set

$23.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC RED
$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

STAG’S LEAP
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

ARTEMIS

$44.99

CONCHA Y TORO
Frontera 
All Types

$6.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT

$39.99

ROBERT MONDAVI 
Private Selection

Cabernet Sauvignon

$7.99

750 ml

750 ml

1.5 L

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99 1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

$29.99 1.75 L

ALL CHARDONNAY  & PINOT NOIR15% OFF  

ALL CHAMPAGNE 

& SPARKLING WINE 

15% OFF

DOM PERIGNON
$149.99

MIONETTO PROSECCO

$10.99

PERRIER JOET

$34.99
GRAND BRUT

(ORANGE LABEL)
LA MARCA PROSECCO

$10.99

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT  TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
27

, 2
01

5
8

of New York City Transit, 
said. “Replacing old tracks 
means a smoother, faster 
ride for customers, and in-
stalling a modern signal 
system means less crowded 
and more reliable com-
mutes. Improvements to 
any part of our infrastruc-
ture allows us to better 
serve all of our customers.”

In 2016, contractors 
will continue installing 
and testing the new signal 
equipment throughout the 
line ahead of its launch in 
2017. Once completed, the 
new system will interface 
with subway cars to allow 
for countdown clocks, in-
creased operational flex-
ibility and reliability, sys-

tem safety improvements 
and increased capacity to 
run more trains per hour, 
according to the MTA.

There will be no service 
in either direction between 
Times Square and Queens-
boro Plaza from 11:30 p.m. 
Friday through 5 a.m. Mon-
day on the following week-
ends: Jan. 22-25, March 
18-21, April 1-4, April 15-18, 
Oct. 21-24, Oct. 28-31, Nov. 
11-14 and Nov. 18-21.

“While we’ve known 
about lousy service on the 7 
line for some time, the need 
for drastic improvements is 
more evident by the day,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “A decline 
in the number of weekend 
closures is a tiny step in 
the context of the need for 
greatly increased service. 
I look forward to the day 

when 7 train riders will no 
longer have to endure such 
problems at all.”

On the Facebook group 
7 Train Blues, its more 
than 1,400 members were 
strangely quiet. One strap-
hanger posted that he ap-
preciated knowing the shut-
down dates many months 
ahead of time and “not a 
few weeks in advance” as 
in years past.

 For more information 
on 7 line work, rides can 
visit the MTA website.

“This work may be a 
short-term inconvenience 
now, but every repair or 
improvement we make is a 
step toward a better Flush-
ing Line and a more reli-
able subway system for all,” 
Ferrara said.

“We are honored that 
Hunters Point South Park 
has received recognition 
for its resilient, equitable 
and environmentally 
healthy design,” Queens 
Parks Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski said. 
“The Waterfront Alliance 
has been a great partner 
of NYC Parks and a tire-
less advocate for the city’s 
coastline.”

Known as the WEDG 
program, it was established 
by the Waterfront Alliance 
last year as a series of guide-
lines and incentive-based 
ratings systems with input 
from design experts, urban 
planners and government 
agencies to make water-
front developments more 
resilient, environmentally 
healthy, accessible and eq-
uitable for all. 

Hunters Point South be-
comes the first project to be 
certified since the launch 
of the guidelines, making 
it a model for future water-
front projects across New 
York City.

“When working to build 
strong neighborhoods on 
New York City’s waterfront, 
it is imperative that we not 
just provide opportuni-
ties for New Yorkers, but 
also do so in a sustainable 
and resilient manner that 
ensures the future safety 
of our communities,” city 
Economic Development 
Corp. President Maria 

Torres-Springer said. “To 
be certified by the WEDG 
program is an incredible 
distinction for the Hunters 
Point South project, plac-
ing another feather in the 
cap of what was already the 
largest affordable housing 
development in New York 
in 40 years.”

Among numerous 
WEDG credits, points were 
awarded for the project’s 
resiliency, access, ecology, 
public outreach and even 
maintenance plans. Hunt-
ers Point South garnered 
over 200 out of 401 possible 
points with 130 points need-
ed for certification.

“The WEDG certifica-
tion of Hunters Point South 
shows how far we can go 
in terms of innovative wa-
terfront design and dem-
onstrates New York City’s 
leadership in responding 
to future storm surges and 
other impacts of climate 
change,” Roland Lewis, 
the president and CEO of 
the Waterfront Alliance, 
said. Rob Basch, president 
of the Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy, called it a 
high honor and credits the 
architect and designer for 
the way the project is devel-
oping.

“The park design team 
of Thomas Balsley Associ-
ates/Weiss Manfredi and 
Arup, envisioned Hunters 
Point South Waterfront 
Park as an international 
model of urban ecology 
and a world laboratory for 
innovative sustainable 
thinking,” said Balsley, 

founder and principal de-
signer. “The integrated de-
sign weaves together infra-
structure, landscape, and 
architecture to transform 
this previously underuti-
lized site into new ecologi-
cal corridors that antici-
pate the inevitable patterns 
of flooding and rising water 
levels along the East River. 
WEDG outlines waterfront 
design best practices in an 
easy to digest format that 
makes it a valuable tool for 
the client, stakeholders and 
design team to understand 
and replicate on future 
projects.”

Arup principal Tom 
Kennedy called Hunters 
Point South an opportunity 
to do something signifi-
cant.

“The outcome and the 
features highlighted by 
WEDG speak directly to 
the emphasis our organiza-
tion places on its commit-
ment to shaping a better 
world for the communities 
in which we live,” he said. 
“The entire team, includ-
ing our design team, the 
city agencies, and espe-
cially NYCEDC, worked 
tirelessley to achieve this 
new space, which will set a 
benchmark for subsequent 
waterfront spaces in the 
city.”

Community Board 1 
passed resolutions to use 
WEDG in all future water-
front projects within its 
boundaries, such as the 
Astoria Cove and Hallets 
Point megaprojects. 

Continued from Page 1 

7 train

Continued from Page 1 

Hunters Pt.
STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 
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Come Celebrate 
New Year’s Eve

Thursday December 31st
DJ and Dance floor

Dinner Specials
Kitchen Open until 2am

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378

FREE valet parking

Take a cab with  Lindy’s and return is 
FREE up to $10

$24.95
Choose from our brunch menu 

and get 2 hrs of unlimited 
Selected cocktails

New Year’s Day Brunch
January 1, 2016

11-3PM

Call for reservations: 718-672-9696
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school in Pakistan in an 
event.  The event was held 
to remember victims of 
terror both abroad and in 
the United States.

The rally at Diversity 
Plaza was coordinated by 
Sukhi New York, a non-
profit that seeks to em-
power women and diverse 
populations in the city and 
helps manage the public 
space.

The cold overcast day 
did not deter some 80 peo-
ple from joining the diverse 
crowd at the rally, which 
concluded with a candle-
light vigil and prayers to 
honor the lives lost in Pak-
istan a year ago.

Sukhi teamed up with 
Long Island-based organi-
zation American Muslims 
4 Peace to acknowledge 
and attempt to deter grow-
ing discrimination against 
those who practice Islam 
in the wake of domestic 
terror events, such as the 
14-victim shooting in San 
Bernardino, Calif. earlier 
in December.

As the FBI investigates 
the woman who helped 
carry out the massacre—
believed to have connec-
tions to ISIS, the Islamic 
State terrorist group—the 
organizers of Saturday’s 
rally think the attack re-
flects poorly on their re-
ligion to outsiders who do 
not appreciate the differ-
ences the Islamic extrem-
ists hold in their faith.

Ijaz Bokhari, a member 
of American Muslims 4 
Peace, said Islam teaches 
peace, love and tolerance. 
Different interpretations 
of the religion have given 
way to violent extrem-
ism, which Bokhari said 
most people of the faith de-
nounce.

He said Muslim Ameri-
cans should not have to de-
fend themselves from the 
actions of a few, but that 
they do have to in order to 
dispel Islamophobia and 
show they are as Ameri-
can as every other culture 
in the fabric of such a di-
verse country. 

“Someone has to stand 
up and say, ‘Hey, listen, 
this is what’s happening, 
but that is only a small 

group of people (referring 
to the Islamic State), but 
this is who we are: We live 
here and we’re peaceful 
people.’ If we don’t stand 
up and speak, then the 
other side of this story will 
not be told,” Bokhari said.

The other message or-
ganizers wanted to make 
clear during the rally was 
that growing fear and ha-
tred toward Muslims in 
America is exactly what 
ISIS is trying to do in in-
fluencing home-grown ter-
ror attacks in the country.  
This is a tool those groups 
use to convert more people 
to their cause and divide 
Americans, they said.

“We shouldn’t have to 
defend what we believe in,” 
American Muslims 4 Peace 
Media Coordinator Ab-
bas Gastgir said. “No one, 
whether you’re Muslim, 
Christian, Jewish or no 
matter what your religion 
or faith is, should have to 
defend (themselves) based 
on what’s going on in the 
news these days.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who could not 
attend the rally due to 

an urgent family matter, 
called on his constituents 
to take something from 
the message organizers 
were trying to convey. He 
said faith-based extrem-
ists are targeting people of 
all different religions, in-
cluding Muslims, all over 
the world.

“So many young people 
were killed,” Dromm said 
in a public message re-
flecting on the massacre 
in Pakistan a year ago. “It 
was an act of terrorism 
much the same as we have 
had acts of terrorism here. 
What we have to realize is 
that we are all human be-
ings. This is not an issue 
about being Muslim or 
Christian … this is a mes-
sage about fighting against 
any type of extremism or 
violence.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

will miss most as another 
brick-and-mortar book-
store shutters. The Barnes 
& Noble at Bay Terrace is 
set to close sometime in the 
new year.

The closure leaves For-
est Hills without any re-
maining bookstores—inde-
pendent or otherwise—and 
comes on the heels of three 
other Barnes & Noble clo-
sures in New York since 
2011, reducing the city’s to-
tal from 16 to 12 over the pe-
riod. The chain has closed 
more than 70 stores around 
the country in the last five 
years and plans to close 10 
more in the coming year.

“I can’t do anything 
about this. This is a pri-
vate entity and I’ve got no 
jurisdicti on,” Councilwom-
an Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) said. “But is 
it a shame? It’s an absolute 
shame. I like to hold books 
in my hand.”

For over a year the book-
store has been in a public 
struggle to reach an agree-
ment on its lease with Muss 
Development, landlord of 

the Forest Hills building. 
As a result, a grassroots 
campaign developed to 
save the store. An online 
petition addressed to Muss, 
New York elected officials 
and Barnes & Noble itself 
garnered more than 6,000 
signatures, calling the 
store a “community corner-
stone.”

Michael Pearlman, a his-
torian in the neighborhood 
and author of “Legendary 
Locals of Forest Hills and 
Rego Park,” even organized 
a “buy-in” in May where 
community members were 
encouraged to peruse the 
store and purchase as 
many books as possible in 
order to help its financial 
situation. The effort gained 
momentum, garnering pub-
lic support from Koslowitz 
and Borough President Me-
linda Katz.

That campaign was ul-
timately unsuccessful and, 
as the store prepares to 
close, the shelves are bare 
and customers murmur 
about what the space will 
look like when occupied by 
Target.

“It looks kind of sad 
right now,” said Jennifer 
Flagg, who visits the store 

Continued from Page 1 

B&N
Continued from Page 1 

Muslims
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