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BY TOM MOMBERG

A Little Neck man who is 
facing several felony charges 
in connection with an attempt-
ed armed robbery and shoot-
ing at Roosevelt Field Mall 
in Garden City  was often left 
at home without his parents, 
neighbors said..

Oliver Lee, 21, lives on 
Douglaston Parkway near 
the Fairway Shopping Cen-
ter, where a neighbor said he 
shares a row house with his 
mother. The neighbor also said 
that Lee’s father spends most 
of the year in China and that 
he was mostly left home alone.

Lee was arraigned Dec. 23 in 
Nassau County, where the judge 
ordered him held on $750,000 
bail on charges of robbery, 
assault and weapons posses-
sion, according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the Nassau 
County District Attorney.

The young man has since 
entered a not guilty plea.

Nassau County Police Com-
missioner Thomas Krumpter 
said in a news conference 
last week that Lee had about 
10 Oxycodone pills with him 
when he was apprehended, but 
there was no evidence to sug-
gest drugs played a role in the 
attempted robbery.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The real estate developer 
at the focal point of the cor-
ruption trials of fallen Albany 
power brokers Sheldon Silver 
and Dean Skelos gave over 
$65,000 in campaign contribu-
tions to two state Senate Eth-
ics Committee members from 
Queens since 2012, according 
to state records.

Silver, the former Demo-
cratic Assembly speaker, and 
Skelos, the former Republican 
majority leader of the Senate, 
were both convicted of trading 
legislative favors for profit and 
personal gain.

The recent findings for the 
two Queens senators are but a 
small picture of hundreds of 
contributions made by Glen-
wood Management owner 
Leonard Litvin via a loophole 
in the state elections rules 
that allows limited-liability 
corporations registered with 
a single entity to be treated as 
individual companies. 

Queens state Sens. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
were on the Ethics Commit-
tee.

Four different $10,000 con-
tributions from four LLCs 
linked to Glenwood Manage-
ment were reported in Avella’s 
campaign finance disclosures 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

As the holidays draw to a 
close and Queens residents 
put away their decorations, 
they need to figure out what 
to do with their old, dried-up 
Christmas trees.

There are several environ-

mentally friendly options the 
city gives for disposing of a 
tree.

The city Department of 
Sanitation said it will have a 
special collection of trees, free 
of charge. Sanitation workers 
will pick up natural Christ-
mas trees at curbside from 

Tuesday, Jan. 5, to Friday, Jan. 
15. The trees collected will be 
chipped and used for compost 
in the city’s parks and commu-
nity gardens.

For the special pick-up, all 
ornaments, plastic, tinsel and 
lights must be removed from 

Continued on Page 42

State Sens. Tony Avella (l.) and Michael Gianaris are among the long list of lawmakers who received cam-
paign contributions from Glenwood Management. Photo by Michael Shain

Mall suspect 
left alone in 
Little Neck

Christmas trees can be recycled

Glenwood funds pols’ bids
Queens’ Ethics Committee senators receive contributions from developer
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BY MADINA TOURE

Plans are underway for 
an open outdoor market in 
downtown Flushing. 

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce is 
exploring the feasibility of 
establishing the “Flushing 
Trading Post,” a weekly out-
door market offering locally 
grown and produced food and 
crafts, including organic veg-
etables from area farmers. 

The project has been in 
the works for the last two 
to three years, according to 
John Choe, the chamber’s ex-
ecutive director. 

He said that while Flush-
ing is not a food desert com-
pared to other New York City 
neighborhoods, the chamber 
still wants to ensure access 
to additional products and 
services. 

“You can get relatively 
fresh food in Flushing at a 
relatively low cost, but what 
we’re concerned about is that 
people may not know where 
their food is coming from,” 
Choe said. “So if you know 
that food is coming from a lo-
cal farmer and the farmer ex-
plains how they grew (their) 
food, how they harvest it and 
what chemicals are used... 
that’s a lot more information 
than what people have now.”

The chamber is looking 
at several locations and is 
working with groups such as 
Green Earth Urban Garden, 
GrowNYC, Harvest Homes 
and Just Food to figure out 
the needs of the neighbor-
hood. The chamber is circu-
lating an online survey to get 
a sense of what people would 
look for in an outdoor mar-
ket. 

Although the specifics 
of the market have not yet 
been determined, Choe said 
GrowNYC would likely be 
the primary manager of the 
market if the chamber works 

with the group and that the 
market would probably take 
place once a week from late 
May to early November. 

The proposed outdoor 
market is part of the cham-
ber’s larger goal of develop-
ing innovative methods and 
initiatives to assist Flushing 
residents. 

About five years ago, Choe 
and others founded the Flush-
ing CSA (Community Sup-
ported Agriculture), a volun-
teer cooperative of Flushing 
residents that brings fresh, 
locally grown, organic pro-
duce to the community. 

The group has also taken 
part in the Flushing West re-
development process, which 
would clean up and rezone 60 
acres on the Flushing water-
front and establish a planned 
community with waterfront 
access as well as housing and 
commercial space.  The cham-
ber is working to ensure that 
the land is not only remedi-
ated but that the long-term 
development of Flushing 
contributes to positive health 
outcomes for people. 

The chamber is working 
to ensure that the Flushing 
waterfront is used for recre-
ation as well as more green 
areas and open spaces, he 
said. 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

BY MADINA TOURE

The organizers behind a 
project seeking to improve 
access, circulation and con-
nectivity in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park hope to have 
their ideas heard as well as get 
community advisers involved 
in the new board and alliance 
formed by the city in January.

In 2014, nonprofit Design 
Trust for Public Space, the 
Queens Museum and the city 
Parks Department kicked off 
a proposal aiming to improve 
wayfinding and connectivity 
in the park. 

The first semester of a com-
munity design school, part of 
the proposal that helps 23 com-
munity advisers learn about 
the park’s history and design, 
took place from December 2014 
through April.

In November, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, City Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) and Parks Com-
missioner Mitchell Silver 
launched the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Alliance. 

The alliance also has an 
independent Community 
Advisory Board, made up of 
community members from 
Queens. 

Jose Serrano-McClain, a 
community organizer for the 
Queens Museum, said they 
hope the community adviso-
ry board becomes part of the 
planning of the community 
design school’s next semester.

“The goal was always to 
make these three things, the 
people, the process and pro-
posals that came out of the 
community design school to 
kind of be inherited by the alli-
ance and its community advi-
sory board,” Serrano-McClain 
said.

The structure of the board 
and the community design 
school will be discussed at the 
board’s January meeting. 

“As the alliance and com-
munity advisory board come 
together, we are present, we 
are there,” Serrano-McClain 
said. 

In March, several propos-
als came out of a community 
forum. An exhibition was held 
April 12 featuring the ideas.

One of the proposals is the 
“Sensory Space Playground 
for All Children,” a play area 
targeting the five senses in the 
park’s underused open spaces 
and buildings.

The proposal turned into 
a series of events for children 
over the summer, highlighting 
the park’s assets and engaging 
community members on the 
potential future of the play-
ground and bringing together 
people from the community de-
sign school, the New York Hall 

of Science and INCLUDEnyc, 
an organization that empow-
ers young people with disabili-
ties as well as their families.

“We got to the point of 
building actually a relation-
ship with architects that spe-
cialize in designing spaces for 
children with disabilities and 
have held a number of events,” 
he said. 

Other proposals are “The 
Green Thing,” a collection of 
directional arrows covered 
with plant life leading people 
into the park; “Art-trances,” 
art installations marking the 
entrances; multilingual wel-
come maps; a creative signage 
system pairing existing place 
names with bold symbols; 
and a multilingual GPS-based 
smartphone application.

The Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce is currently de-
veloping an outdoor market 
for downtown Flushing. 

Photo by Steve Vazquez

Proposals seeking to improve connectivity and wayfinding in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park will be discussed at an upcoming alliance commu-
nity advisory board meeting. Photo by Michael Shain

Outdoor food market 
planned for Flushing

Park board role eyed
Community seeks role in Flushing Meadows alliance
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire, a disaster that 
highlighted dangerous labor 
conditions for European im-
migrants in early 20th century 
New York, will be remembered 
with a memorial.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced that New York state 
would put $1.5 million from 
state economic development 
funds toward the memorial, 
which will be attached to the 
front of the factory building, 
still standing at 29 Washing-
ton Place.

“The Triangle Shirtwaist 
Fire galvanized the labor 
movement in America and 
should never be forgotten,” 
Cuomo said in a statement an-
nouncing the grant.

“New York state has always 
been a beacon for progres-
sive government policies, and 
while we honor the victims’ 
legacy with this memorial, 
we must continue to improve 
workplace protections to en-

sure tragedies like this one 
are never repeated.”

Serphin Maltese, a former 
state senator from Queens, 
lost his grandmother and two 
aunts in the fire.

“The entire nation changed 
as a result of Triangle,” said 
Maltese, who grew up on the 
Lower East Side only blocks 
away from the factory, in a 
video interview with the De-
partment of Transportation 
from 2011

“Triangle woke everybody 
up to the inequities of the sys-
tem and the fact that these im-
migrants were treated so terri-
bly and ultimately resulted not 
only in the loss of 146 people 
there but there were other fires 
and others who lost their lives,” 
he added. 

His three relatives had 
come to America from Italy. 
The fire was one of the nation’s 
worst industrial disasters; 46 
of those who died were women, 
and almost all were Italian or 
Jewish immigrants from East-
ern Europe. The tragedy led to 

legislation that addressed fac-
tory safety standards, and to 
better working conditions for 
the many sweatshop workers 
in the city’s industrial sector.

Remember the Triangle 
Fire Coalition, a group of labor 
advocates and descendants of 
victims, has lobbied for a me-
morial since 2011. 

The design for the memo-
rial, by Richard Joon Yoo, an 
architectural designer, and 
Uri Wegman, an architecture 
professor at Cooper Union, en-
visions three sets of polished 
steel panels incorporated into 
the building’s facade.

The building, which is now 
owned by New York Universi-
ty, houses biology and chemis-
try labs. The bottom panel will 
tell the history of the fire, and 
a vertical panel at about 17 feet 
above street level will bear the 
names of the 146 victims. More 
than 50 of the workers jumped 
to their deaths from the floor 
above.

“We’re very pleased to hear 
the great news about Governor 
Cuomo’s support of the project, 
and glad about what this means 
for the coalition’s efforts,” John 
Beckman, New York Univer-
sity’s spokesman, said.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

In this March 25, 1911 file photo, firefighters work to put out the fire at 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Company.  AP

Memorial in works for Shirtwaist Factory fi re
Steel panels will be installed on the Manhattan building, where 146 died more than a century ago

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, 

FREE Styrofoam Collection
drop-off event

Bronx Location:
Kingsbridge Armory
10 West 195th st. 
Bronx, NY 10468 
Corner of Reservoir St.

Sponsor, Council Member  

Fernando Cabrera
Sponsor, Council Member  

Ruben Wills
Queens Location:
York College – Parking Lot
Queens, NY 11451
SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd & 
Liberty Avenue

All foam must bear the
 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers to 
a FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event
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BY MADINA TOURE

A socio-linguist from 
Queens has a book coming out 
in 2017 that explores inter-eth-
nic communication between 
Latino and Korean immi-
grants in Flushing and Man-
hattan’s Koreatown. 

Karen Velasquez, assis-
tant professor of cooperative 
education at Antioch College 
in Ohio, is working on a book 
titled “Latino Immigrants in 
Koreatown, New York City: 
Transcending Cultural and 
Linguistic Boundaries,” based 
on fieldwork research she con-
ducted for her Ph.D. disserta-
tion at Columbia University. 

The book examines inter-
actions between Korean and 
Latino immigrants in Ko-
rean food businesses around 
Queens and Manhattan, look-
ing at how the workers use 
language to communicate, ac-
complish work together and 
negotiate their positions in 
the workplace. The idea came 
from her interviews with 
Mexican workers at a Greek 
restaurant in Astoria.

From 2012 to 2014, Ve-
lasquez interviewed and spent 
time with 30 workers, 26 of 
whom were Mexican and the 
rest from Guatemala and Ec-
uador.

“It’s (the book) more high-
lighting some more of the 

story aspects, the experiences 
of being a learner myself who 
is learning Korean through 
these Latinos,” she said. 

She recently spoke at a 
salon hosted by the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce about Latino and Asian 
immigrants in Flushing Dec. 
18.

Born in Elmhurst to Colom-
bian parents, Velasquez lived 
in Elmhurst, Corona, Jackson 
Heights and Forest Hills be-
fore her family moved to Long 
Island when she was 8 years 
old. She moved to Flushing to 
work on her dissertation. 

Velasquez received her 
bachelor’s degree in anthro-
pology and sociology at Ford-
ham University and a Master 
of Education degree in inter-
national educational develop-
ment and a Ph.D. in anthropol-
ogy and education at Columbia 
University’s Teachers College. 

Roughly half of the workers 
Velasquez interviewed worked 
in Koreatown in Manhattan, 
while the other half worked in 
Flushing.

Koreans and Latinos have 
been working together since 
the 1980s, Velasquez said, with 

BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has released the final 
report on the current state of 
homelessness in the city, fol-
lowing a forum convened by 
the Senate Task Force on the 
Delivery of Social Services in 
New York City in October.

Policy analysts, city agency 
directors and advocacy groups 
lined up in a series of panels 
at the forum, highlighting the 
city’s tactics to provide a home-
less census and attempts to put 
more families from its shelter 
system into permanent hous-
ing.

Avella’s office said it would 
be releasing recommendations 
for the city and state based on 
that testimony in the coming 
months.

One Queens civic director’s 
testimony stood out against 
the city Department of Home-
less Services’ new allocation of 
about $1 billion over the next 
four years in an attempt to 
move more of its shelter popu-
lation into permanent subsi-
dized or market-rate housing.

Jennifer Chu, who cre-
ated the civic group Elmhurst 

United out of concern for the 
growing number of homeless 
people and in opposition to the 
city’s proposals for more home-
less housing in Elmhurst, said 
throwing more money at tem-
porary housing is only making 
the homeless issue worse.

“Although DHS is tasked 
with preventing homelessness 

BY TOM MOMBERG

In response to concerns 
from community advocates 
and elected officials in east-
ern Queens who were up in 
arms over discussions by 
the governor to house home-
less at Creedmoor Psychiat-
ric Center, he has nixed the 
idea.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ad-
ministration did not respond 
to requests for confirmation 
on the matter, but state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) said 
the idea is going no further.

Last week city and 
state legislators told the 
TimesLedger that the gover-
nor informed them that the 
idea was only brought up in 
discussion between homeless 
advocates and his adminis-
tration as part of a larger ini-
tiative to address the city’s 
growing homeless popula-
tion. 

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Avella, whose 
districts include Creedmoor 
both said the governor told 
them he was scrapping the 
idea.

Because the Creemoor 
campus is on state-owned 
land, there is no way for the 
city to expand its homeless 
services there without the 
state’s approval and over-
sight. 

However, the mayor’s ad-
ministration said it would 

look forward to hearing any 
state plans to assist the city in 
housing or preventing home-
lessness and would welcome 
any additional resources.

Several buildings at 
Creedmoor are used by in-
dependent mental health 
and homeless services that 
are contracted with the state 
to work with inpatient and 
outpatient programs at the 
hospital and provide services 
to a few hundred homeless 
people already.

The idea was brought 
up by homeless advocates 
because there are plenty of 
vacant buildings, and many 
state services already offered 
on site could work in conjunc-
tion with a shelter.

But due to a history of se-
curity issues at Creedmoor 
and community concerns 
over potential violence and 
crime, the plans are dead in 
the water, Avella said.

“When I originally came 
across the rumor that the 
Creedmoor Psychiatric Cen-
ter was being considered for 
housing the homeless, I rea-
soned that there was no way 
such an awful proposal could 
be taken seriously, but ex-
perience told me that worse 
ideas have been considered,” 
Avella said. “After several 
calls, I can confirm that the 
governor’s office has no in-
tention in using this facility 
to house the homeless popu-
lation.”

Sen. Tony Avella releases a Senate report on the state of homelessness 
in the city based on testimony given at a forum in October.

The governor had discussions about housing the homeless at the 
Creedmoor Psychiatric Center campus in Queens Village, but that 
idea has been dropped.

Queens native Karen Velasquez, a professor, has a book examining 
Latino-Korean relations in Flushing and Manhattan’s Koreatown, coming 
out in 2017. Photo by Madina Toure

Idea to house homeless 
at Creedmoor dropped

Avella releases homeless report

Book tracks ethnic ties
Queens native explores Latino-Korean link in Flushing

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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BY MADINA TOURE

The number of stores in 
Queens that are part of na-
tional chains increased by less 
than 1 percent over the past 
year, according to the Center 
for an Urban Future. 

In the latest edition of its 
“State of the Chains” report, 
published Dec. 22, the center 
said the borough recorded an 
increase of 0.8 percent in chain 
stores between 2014 and 2015, 
compared to a 5.3 percent in-
crease between 2013 and 2014. 

The report, an annual rank-
ing of the national retailers 
with the most store locations 
in New York City, found that 
Queens had a net gain of 14 
chain stores in 2015, increas-
ing from 1,735 stores in 2014 to 
1,749 stores in 2015. 

Of all the boroughs, Queens 
had the third-highest percent-

age growth in chain stores. 
The Bronx had the highest 
percentage increase in the 
number of national retailers 

between 2014 and 2015, at 3.3 
percent, followed by Brooklyn 
at 2.6 percent.

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) praised the recent pas-
sage of a law that prohibits 
the shackling of pregnant 
women throughout all stages 
of pregnancy. 

The bill bans the use of re-
straints during the transport 
of all pregnant inmates at 
state and local correctional 
facilities throughout their 
entire pregnancy and within 
eight weeks after the delivery 
except in the most extraordi-
nary of circumstances. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signed the 
bill into law Dec. 22.

Rozic said the law is “an-
other step in the right direc-
tion for the prison reform 
movement in New York 
state.”

“As the sponsor of (other) 
legislation that would ban in-

carcerated pregnant women 
from being placed in solitary 
confinement  I am pleased 
to see significant advance-
ments being made to address 
the treatment of women in 
prison,” Rozic said in a state-
ment. “Gov. Cuomo’s deci-
sion to sign anti-shackling 
legislation into law not only 
enacts critical protections, 
but serves as an example to 
the remaining states that al-
low the use of this degrading 
practice.”

Cuomo said the law would 
help ensure safety for preg-
nant inmates.

“These common sense 
reforms strike the right bal-
ance that protect the health 
and dignity of a pregnant 
inmate, while also address-
ing public safety concerns,” 
he said in a statement. “This 
legislation has made New 

Queens experiences decline  
in number of chain stores

Law bans shackling
of pregnant inmates

T-Mobile has had a net gain of 12 stores in Queens over the last year.  
Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Straphangers Cam-
paign has issued its list of best 
and worst news from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority in 2015 with the agen-
cy’s $26 billion capital program 
topping the good news and the 
aging, jam-packed subway and 
increasing fares leading the 
worst column.
THE BEST

1. “On truly bad days, a 
subway and bus rider can feel 
like surviving the 10 plagues,” 
says Gene Russianoff, attor-
ney for the transit advocacy 
agency. “On good days navi-
gating the system is thank-
fully less daunting but always 
challenging.”

“The best moment of the 
year? Agreement on a five-
year $26 billion capital pro-
gram to invest in the future of 
New York City backed by Gov. 
Cuomo’s pledge.”

2. The city agrees to qua-
druple its support of MTA re-
building to $2.5 billion for the 
system that is the lifeblood of 
the economy and quality of 
life.

3. Veronique “Ronnie” Hi-

kim named president of New 
York City Transit, which oper-
ates buses and subways, as a 
20-year veteran and first wom-
an to hold the key post.

4. MTA starts new bus 
routes in Brooklyn and Queens 
like the nonstop Q70 Limited 
between LaGuardia Airport 
and the No. 7 subway.

5. MTA expected to meet 
its pledge of 20 Select Bus Ser-
vice routes by 2017. Recent ad-
ditions include Q44 serving 
Jamaica, Flushing and the 
Bronx.

6. A record 6,217,621 riders 
enter subways on Thursday, 
Oct. 29.

7. Russianoff said that in 
an encyclical, Pope Frances 
laments that straphangers 
must put up with “undignified 
conditions due to crowding, 
inconvenience, infrequent ser-
vice and lack of safety.”

8. Developer SL Green 
agreed to spend $220 million 
improving the overcrowded 
Grand Central subway station 
in exchange for zoning permit-
ting greater density.

9. First new subway station 
since 1989 opens at 11th Av-
enue and West 34th Street on 

the 7 line.
10. MTA Chairman Tom 

Prendergast asks MTA staff to 
be more open to outside ideas, 
such as a free shuttle between 
Queens subways and LaGuar-
dia Airport

THE WORST

1. Subways are in slump, 
limited  by the system’s age 
and needed resources, accord-
ing to the MTA and Straphang-
ers.

2. Straphangers’ chief com-

plaint: severe overcrowding. 
NYC Transit admits,“We are 
seeing a system that is burst-
ing at the seams in terms of 
increased ridership.”

3. In March MTA hiked 

2015’s best and worst of the MTA
Straphangers Campaign high-fi ves Q70 bus to LGA, but pans no new cars on J line

Straphangers made a Top 10 good news/bad news list for the subways this year. Biggest complaint? 
Overcrowding. 

Continued on Page 26
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Brooklyn man and for-
mer Queens resident has been 
indicted on murder, robbery 
and other charges in con-
nection with the death of an 
Elmhurst woman whose body 
was found disemboweled in 
Kissena Park in Flushing in 
October, the Queens district 
attorney said. 

Christopher Sobers, 25, 
who lived in Queens until Oc-
tober, has been charged with 
murder, robbery, criminal 
possession of a weapon, tam-
pering with physical evidence 
and criminal possession of sto-
len property, according to DA 
Richard Brown. 

Sobers and the victim, Qing 
Qing Kiemde, 28, were friends, 
according to a police spokes-
woman. 

He was arraigned before 
Acting Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Joel Blumenfeld Tues-
day, Brown said. 

Sobers was remanded and 
his next court date is Jan. 29. 
If convicted, he faces up to 25 
years to life in prison, the DA 
said.

“The crime scene in this 
case was horrific,” Brown 
said. “The victim was brutally 
killed and her bloody body mu-
tilated and disemboweled. The 
defendant is now in custody 
and faces spending the rest of 
his life in prison if convicted.”

At about 2:52 p.m. Oct. 10, 
police responded to a call of an 

unconscious individual inside 
Kissena Park in the vicinity of 
Colden Street and Laburnum 
Avenue, according to police of-
ficials. 

When they arrived, they 
found Kiemde, who was fully 
clothed, unconscious and un-
responsive with slash wounds 
to the neck and stomach, po-

lice said. 
EMS responded and Ki-

emde was pronounced dead 
at the scene and the incident 
was ruled a homicide, officials 
said.

Sobers allegedly stabbed 
and cut Kiemde multiple times 
about the neck and torso with 
a sharp cutting instrument, 

according to the indictment. 
He also allegedly took her 

cell phone and removed the 
device’s unique serial number, 
the indictment said. 

Kiemde’s body was found 
by a homeless man, the indict-
ment added. 

An employee at 88 Bak-
ery & Café at 82-79 Broadway 
in Elmhurst where Kiemde 
worked had described her as a 
hard and diligent worker.

She said she noticed that 
something was bothering Ki-
emde about a week before her 
death, but Kiemde said she 
was OK. 

She and her husband, Fel-
icien Kiemde, with whom she 
had been living in the Bronx, 
divorced last year, according 
to The New York Times. 

The investigation was con-
ducted by the NYPD with help 
from Queens Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Amanda Fix of 
Brown’s Homicide Investiga-
tions Bureau. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A former Queens resident was indicted on murder and robbery charges in the October stabbing death of an 
Elmhurst woman. Photo by Michael Shain

Man indicted in Kissena Park stabbing: DA

Best wishes for a New Year filled with 
Health, Prosperity and Peace.

2016
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FLIP

Auto Repairs Closer To Home

Looking For a Class A 

MECHANIC
Call Paul at 718-578-7805

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Regular Auto Repair
 Tires
 Wheel Alignment
 Auto Body/Free Estimate
 Insurance Claims
 Electrical
 NYS Inspection
 Oil Change

123 
Parkway 

Auto Repairs
47-33 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, NY 11362
718-279-1234

Parkway Auto Repair 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium
Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

We

NOW HAVE

COLD LASER

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a

“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies

may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL 

SYNDROME 
OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

•PAIN •NUMBNESS
•TINGLING •WEAKNESS
•DIFFICULTY HANDLING 

SMALL OBJECTS
•WAKING UP AT NIGHT

WITH PAIN

FLEX
RETIN
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BY BILL PARRY

As the city Parks Depart-
ment reviews permit applica-
tions from concert promoters 
hoping to use Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park for large-
scale music festivals this 
summer, the debate is grow-
ing louder. Several elected of-
ficials have spoken in favor of 
the festivals, while a number 
of civic associations, commu-
nity boards and the Queens 
Civic Congress voiced their 
concerns.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz has expressed her 
reservations to the de Blasio 
administration about rent-
ing public parkland for paid-
admission events.

“The merits—or lack 
thereof—of any existing indi-
vidual application cannot be 
fairly considered in the void 
of official policy on renting 
out our public parks,” Katz 
spokeswoman Sharon Lee 
said. “The borough president 
has met with five different 
interested parties, each of 
whom would like to rent the 
park next summer for vari-
ous amounts of time.”

AEG Live, Madison 
Square Garden, Live Nation,  
and Founder’s Entertainment 
have been publicly mentioned 
as possible promoters.

 Of those, Goldenvoice, 
a division of AEG Live, ap-
pears to have the most solid 
support for its Panorama Mu-
sic Festival, planned for the 
weekend of June 17. U.S. Rep. 

Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and several City 
Council members announced 
their support last week.

“The Panorama Music 
Festival will provide a fan-
tastic opportunity for Queens 
to take its rightful place as a 
New York City showcase,” 
Crowley said. “I am excited to 
help bring a world-class mu-
sic, technology, food and art 
festival to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.”

Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) said 
she was confident the festival 
would be a boon for Queens, 
while Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said it would 
bring much needed jobs and 
tourism to the area.

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) called Golden-
voice a model partner for the 
community.

“They have been engaging 
the community for the last 
two years,” she said. “Pan-
orama’s producers listened to 
the community concerns and 
adjusted their application to 
reflect the communities’ de-
sires.”

Organizers said Panora-
ma would provide a donation 
per paid ticket to the newly 
formed Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Alliance. Gold-
envoice also pledged to hire lo-
cal workers and support area 
businesses by working with 
restaurants and food trucks 
inside the event to showcase 
the “diverse and exceptional” 
cuisines in Queens.

As it does at the Coachella 
Festival in Southern Califor-
nia, Goldenvoice will spon-
sor a three-day community 
medical clinic providing free 
health, dental and vision ser-
vices, capable of serving more 
than 1,500 area residents.

Make the Road New York, 
the Jackson Heights Green 
Alliance, and the Alianza 
de Ligas Latinas de Futball, 
a consortium of 14 leagues 
that play soccer in the park, 
all endorsed the plan. Not ev-
eryone is convinced. On Dec. 
8, Community Board 4 voted 
unanimously against renting 
out Flushing Meadows-Coro-
na Park. 

The following day, Com-
munity Board 6 voted over-
whelmingly to send a letter to 
the mayor strongly opposing 
the use of the park for festi-
vals.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The seven-day celebration 
of Kwanzaa, now drawing to 
an end, is a holiday observed 
by American black commu-
nities to practice moral prin-
ciples and to honor their Afri-
can heritage.

The borough president’s 
African American Heritage 
Committee got together to host 
Borough Hall’s second-annual 
Kwanzaa celebration Monday, 
on the third night of the holi-
day.

There are seven principles 
of Kwanzaa, each represented 
by a different day and by a dif-
ferent candle on the Kinara.

The third night — when 
about 70 people of all different 
ethnic backgrounds gathered 
at Borough Hall — represents 
the principle of “ujima,” call-
ing on people to build and 
maintain their community 
and solve problems together.

As Queens marked the holi-
day, Borough President Melin-
da Katz said the principle up 
for reflection that day could 
not have been more fitting.

“Kwanzaa symbolizes tra-
dition — a tradition that con-
nects us and binds us to kin-
ship and our history,” Katz 
said. “Kwanzaa also allows us 

to invite others to learn about 
our customs and that is why 
we are here today because we 
are the borough of Queens — 
130 languages spoken in our 
school system and over 120 
countries right here.  We cel-
ebrate our diversity and we 
celebrate it together.

The other six principles of 
Kwanzaa — “umoja” meaning 
unity, “kujichagulia” meaning 
self-determination, “ujamaa” 
meaning cooperative econom-
ics, “nia” meaning purpose, 
“kuumba” meaning creativ-
ity and “imani” meaning faith 
— each tied to parables and 
encourage people to examine 
and build their character all 
year long.

“These are universal val-
ues that can cross cultures, 
cross ethnic ties and gives 
us something that relates to 
African traditions,” African 
American Heritage Commit-
tee Chairman Andrew Jack-
son said. “It’s about celebrat-
ing all of the hard work of this 
year, and you’re preparing 
yourself for all of the hard 
work for next year. It’s not a 
replacement for Christmas — 
it’s non-heroic, non-political 
and non-religious, so it doesn’t 
exclude people.”

Jackson has been putting 

together an annual Kwanzaa 
celebration for 35 years at the 
Langston Hughes Community 
Library in Corona, where he 
serves as the executive direc-
tor.

In celebration of Kwanzaa 
at Borough Hall, Jackson con-
ducted a libation ceremony 
and lighting of the Kinara. 
Girls of the Edge School of 
the Arts dance group based 
in Laurelton performed “The 
Day is Past and Gone” as an 
homage to the late black cho-
reographer and activist Alvin 
Ailey.

Kwanzaa was originally 
created in 1966 by Maulana 
Karenga, a black American 
professor, author and activ-
ist most notably as part of the 
Black Power movement of the 
‘60s and ‘70s. 

The language used for 
Kwanzaa, the seven principles 
and the correlated parables 
derives from the East African 
language of Swahili, although 
the holiday itself is only cele-
brated among American black 
people. 

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Concert promoters are gaining 
support from elected officials 
for music festivals in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo by Mike Shain

Adjoa Gzifa (l.), director at LaGuardia Community College/Workforce Education Center, and Andrew Jackson, 
executive director of the Langston Hughes Community Library, collaborate on Borough Hall’s Kwanzaa cele-
bration Monday.  Photo by Michael Shain

Celebrating Kwanzaa
Borough Hall puts on second-annual holiday event

Debate on music fests
deepens over park use
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POLICE 

Blotter
KEW GARDENS—Police last week 

released surveillance video of a man 
who they believe stabbed another man 
several times in the buttocks on sub-
way platforms in both Forest Hills and 
Kew Gardens Sunday evening.

Police described the suspect as ap-
proximately 25 years old, 6 feet tall 
and weighing about 200 pounds. At the 
time of the incident, the suspect was 
dressed in a red-and-black checkered 
jacket, Oakland Raiders shirt, black 
pants and black hat. 

The victim told police he only 
became aware of his four separate 
wounds when he returned home.

The man was waiting for a east-
bound F train at the 71st/Continental 
Avenue station in Forest Hills around 
7:10 p.m. when he said another pas-
senger bumped into him, according to 
police.

The victim, who said his attacker 
followed him when he got on the train 
and then when he got off at the Union 
Turnpike-Kew Gardens station, where 
the victim told investigators the man 
“bumped into his buttocks” several 
more times as he was boarding the 
train with an “unknown object”, au-
thorities said.

Once home, the victim find three 

puncture wounds to his left buttock 
and one to his right buttock, each of 
them about half an inch wide, accord-
ing to police.

The victim said he did not know the 
assailant, according to police.

The victim reported the incident 
and was transported to North Shore 
Forrest Hills Hospital where he was 
treated and released, officials said.

No arrests had been or suspects 
identified as of Tuesday afternoon.

COLLEGE POINT—A College Point 
man was found with two loaded hand-
guns in Maple Playground in Flushing 
earlier this month, the NYPD and the 
Queens district attorney, said.

At about 4:30 a.m. Dec. 20, Oscar 
Mendez, 25, was seen with what ap-
peared to be a pistol in his sweatshirt’s 
front pouch, according to a complaint 
filed by DA Richard Brown.

As officers placed handcuffs on 
him, he kept his hands in the pouch 
and twisted his body to avoid being ar-

rested, the complaint said.
A 9 mm pistol containing one round 

in the chamber and two in the maga-
zine, along with a .22 caliber pistol and 
11 loose bullets, were recovered from 
his sweatshirt, the court papers said.

Mendez was charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon and resisting 
arrest, the complaint said. He was ar-
raigned Dec. 21 and bail was set at 
$75,000, according to a Queens DA 
spokeswoman. His next court date is 
Jan. 4.

EAST ELMHURST—An East 
Elmhurst man has been charged with 
attempted murder and assault of his 
own brother, the Queens DA said. Rudy 
Demonteverde, 18, became so enraged 
Sunday during an argument with his 
22-year-old brother Joseph that he 
struck him repeatedly in the head with 
a baseball bat, according to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the DA.

Demonteverde admitted to strik-
ing his brother four times in the head 
“because he threw my laptop on the 
ground,” according to the criminal 

complaint. He stormed out of the fam-
ily’s 112th Street home after a sister 
got between them but returned later 
and was arrested. Joseph Demonte-
verde was taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, where he was listed in critical 
condition with severe head trauma, a 
fracture cheekbone, a fractured eye 
socket and bleeding on the brain.

Rudy Demonteverde was arraigned 
Tuesday before Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Ernest Hart. Bail was set 
at $100,000 and his next court date is 
Jan. 11.

Police have released this photo but haven't 
figured out a motive for the attack yet. 

NYPD

Brother attacks brother in East Elmhurst: cops

Man found with two loaded handguns: NYPD

Butt stabber hits Forest Hills, Kew Gardens 

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

PEDIATRIC • 
DENTISTRY
BRACES-• 
INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY• 
PERIODONTAL • 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL• 
IMPLANTS• 

DENTURES• 
MERCURY-FREE • 
TOOTH COLORED 
FILLINGS
METAL-FREE • 
CROWNS
PORCELAIN • 
VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE • 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION • 
DENTISTRY
LASER • 
DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX • 
(ORAL CANCER 
EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL • 
CAMERA

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES • 888-228-0687



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 1-7, 2016 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Michael Weisser, Rabbi | Alan J. Brava, Executive Director | Ed Schauder, President 

RSVP for all special events by calling 718-961-0030 or via email: freesynagogueoffi ce@yahoo.com

Sunday, January 17th - 3:00pm

Come 
and Celebrate

the Life 
and Dreams of 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Friday, 
January 22nd

“New Year 
of the Trees”

Tu B’Shevat Seder Begins 
7pm in the Social Hall

Bring the Entire Family!

Sunday, January 24th - 1:15pm
Lunch 

&
Movie

Program
The Other

Son

Movies,
Light Lunch

and
Popcorn

Admission Includes:

$12
per person

$15 Friend

136-23 Sanford Avenue
Flushing, New York 11355

718-961-0030
www.freesynagoguefl ushing.org

136-23 Sanford Avenue
Flushing, New York 11355

718-961-0030
www.freesynagoguefl ushing.org

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN

JANUARY 2016 
Fridays: 

Shabbat Evening Service - 7:30pm

Saturdays: 
Informal Worship & Torah Study - 10:30am

Sundays: * 
Hebrew School Classes - 9:30am

Religious School Classes - 10:30am
* No Religious School Classes 

on Sundays, January 3th and 17th

Tuesdays: 
5th, 12th and 19th - Exploring The Liturgy

- Adult Ed with the Rabbi  

Sunday, 17th 
MLK Day Program

With the York College Gospel Choir
Rev. Wilfredo Benitez

Friday, 22nd 
Tu B’Shevat Seder

Sunday, 24th 
Lunch and a Movie

Saturday, 30th 
Havdalah and the Classics
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

It is so very important to con-
tinue to address the issue of birds 
colliding with planes, because 
this is an issue that will never 
totally be rectified. While we 
certainly do not want to see col-
lisions between birds and planes 
that could result in passenger 
injuries or deaths, we just sim-
ply cannot start rounding up and 
killing hundreds of ducks, geese, 
seagulls, swans, falcons, red-

tailed hawks and other birds that 
might potentially collide with 
planes.

One thing that everybody 
seems to forget is that the Wild-
life Sanctuary next to Kennedy 
Airport is federally protected. 
There are thousands of birds 
who pass through that sanctu-
ary annually on their seasonal 
trips back and forth throughout 
the migrating periods. Whoever 

decided to build an airport on 
land adjacent to it more than 70 
or so years ago certainly was not 
thinking properly.

There has to be some general 
consensus between Port Author-
ity and wildlife officials on how 
to reduce the potential for addi-
tional bird/plane collisions.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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As Queens watches the calendar flip up to an-
other year, we are checking off a virtual list of what 
we would like to see happen in our neighborhoods 
in 2016. It may take years for these projects to get 
beyond the drawing board, but New Yorkers are op-
timists at heart—especially those of us who live in 
this outer borough.

Long-suffering Baysiders would be happy to have 
a multi-story parking garage built where the mu-
nicipal parking lot now stands to free up some of the 
spots along Bell Boulevard and nearby neighbor-
hood streets.

Bayside is a popular destination for Long Island 
Rail Road commuters who drive into Queens from 
Nassau and Suffolk to park and take advantage of  
the cheaper fare zone.

This forces shoppers, restaurant patrons and bar 
goers into the back streets, which is not the play book 
for stimulating the Bell Boulevard economy.

In southeast Queens, which has half the homeless 
facilities in the borough, the top priority is to stop 
the influx of more shelters. Many contend the com-
munity is oversaturated.

As Ridgewood feels the impact of gentrification 
with people crossing the border from Bushwick, 
more action is wanted to protect renters’ rights at the 
hands of aggressive developers.

Over near LaGuardia Airport, airplane noise 
is the overriding concern as activists, lawmakers 
and residents urge the FAA to change recent flight 
paths to diminish the deafening sound of jet engines, 
particularly on takeoff. This is a hot issue for all of 
northeast Queens as well as communities surround-
ing Kennedy Airport.

In western Queens, the clock ticks as the pow-
ers that be await the city Economic Development 
Corp.’s study on Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to build 
11,000 affordable housing units in the Sunnyside 
rail yards. The open space has drawn many propos-
als over the years, including the failed bid to put 
the Olympic Village on a raised platform for the 
2012 Games.

In Forest Hills, No. 1 on the list is that authorities 
capture the arsonist who has been torching Bukha-
rian homes under construction in the community.  
No. 2 is a bookstore somewhere in the area to replace 
the beloved Barnes & Noble, which closed this week.

Against this backdrop of magical thinking, we’d 
like to add one more wish: May our mayor and gov-
ernor bury their high-stakes feud and play ball. In a 
more collegial new year, one of the bigger projects on 
our radar might actually get done.

A WISH LIST FOR 2016

Can planes and birds co-exist at JFK?

The Mary Lewis Academy's Danielle Patterson (l) yells her approval after a big basket by Jasmine Brunson (r) 
against the girls of Baldwin at Francis Lewis High School. These young teams are playing their hearts out in a 
game that doesn't count in the standings but may be the most important game they ever play. It's an exhibition 
game for a gym packed with college scouts. Photo by Michael Shain

THEIR NIGHT TO SHINE



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 1-7, 2016 13  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

READERS WRITE

Recently, I voted against 
authorizing the City Council 
to file an amicus curiae, or 
“friend of the court” brief, 
with the Court of Appeals, 
asking the state’s highest 
court to overturn a lower 
court’s decision that the 
Bloomberg administration’s 
plan to sell parkland to build 
a shopping mall at Citi Field 
(technically, part of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park) 
improperly bypassed the 
state Legislature. This is an 
important safeguard against 
the permanent giveaway of 
cherished public spaces for 

minimal public benefit.
Normally, the Council 

only votes on land use propos-
als once. When the lower-lev-
el court ruled that using the 
land in question for a shop-
ping mall would improperly 
alienate parkland without the 
authorization of the state Leg-
islature, however, we were 
given a second chance.

The original Willets West 
deal was negotiated during 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion, and it represents devel-
opment priorities that are 
very different from the ones 
this Council stands for. The 

last administration didn’t 
believe in affordable housing 
the way we do, which is why 
the Council had to settle for a 
deal where the developers can 
build a hotel and a shopping 
mall years before they break 
ground on the affordable 
housing—if they ever build 
any affordable housing at all. 

The last administration 
didn’t believe in living wages 
the way this Council does. 
That’s why the deal included 
no provisions to guarantee 
that retail workers at the 
shopping mall would receive 
a wage where they could sup-

port a family. As we looked 
over the exact terms of this 
deal before the vote, it felt like 
the claw of the Bloomberg ad-
ministration was reaching up 
from the grave to force us to 
accept its old affordable hous-
ing and living wage policies 
or lack thereof.

Our city today is different 
than it was when this deal was 
first cut. The court has given 
us a gift—an opportunity to 
cut a better deal. A deal with 
a real affordable housing and 
living wage commitment.

There may be an appropri-
ate commercial use for this 

piece of land, but it is not this 
giant mall that will be built 
long before the community 
sees improvements. As this 
case progresses through the 
court, I am hopeful that the 
current ruling will stand, 
and that we will be able to ne-
gotiate a deal that benefits all 
of us.

Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest)

New York City Council

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
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A recent tour of the long-
abandoned Rockaway Long 
Island Rail Road branch by 
Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder 
and DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg was a great photo 
op, but little else.

Goldfeder should have 
had his mentor, Sen. Charles 
Schumer, along with MTA 
Chairman Tom Prender-
gast, LIRR President Thomas 
Nowakowski, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio as well. The cost was esti-
mated to be only $200 million 
and grew to $600 million last 
year before reaching $1 billion 
today. Goldfeder needs all five 
to find $1 billion. The MTA has 
to come up with a minimum of 
$500 million. 

These dollars are needed to 
leverage $500 million more in 
potential federal New Starts 
funding under any United 
States Department of Trans-
portation Full Funding Grant 
Agreement necessary for fi-
nancing the full project cost. 
De Blasio and his hand-picked 
Commissioner Trottenberg 
have already committed to 
the Woodhaven Blvd Select 
Bus Service  alternative. This 
needs $100 million from the 
same federal funding pot.

After years of advocacy 
for this project, Goldfeder has 
been unable to obtain any city, 
state, MTA, federal or private 
commitment for several hun-
dred thousand dollars. This 
would pay for conducting yet 
another feasibility study. If he 
can’t find some loose change 
for a simple planning study, 
clearly the odds of finding $1 
billion for actual construc-
tion are slim to none. As such, 
don’t make any plans to wait 
for a train to arrive at any new 
station along the old Rock-
away Beach LIRR branch any 
time soon.  This ran from Rego 
Park to Ozone Park and fur-
ther south to the Rockaways 
until 1962.

History has shown that 
construction of any major new 
transportation system expan-
sion project has taken decades 
to complete. Between the time 
of all the feasibility studies, 
environmental reviews, plan-
ning, identifying and securing 
funding, budgeting, design, 
engineering, real estate acqui-
sition, permits, procurements, 
construction and opening-day 
service can take more than a 
generation.

Virtually all of these issues 
would also apply to reopening 

the old LIRR Rockaway Beach 
branch line. And don’t forget 
the logistical and operational 
issues of running any LIRR 
service parallel to the existing 
subway line to the Rockaways. 
Construction through the Ja-
maica Bay wetlands will also 
provide challenges.

There are local community 
divisions along this route be-
tween those wanting to convert 
this corridor to a permanent 
park with hiking trails versus 
restoration of LIRR service. 
Most recently, some want to 
convert a significant portion 
of this corridor to buses only.

Will existing bus and sub-
way commuters want to pay 
the higher fares charged by 
the LIRR? Riders would still 
have to pay twice when trans-
ferring from the LIRR to the 
subway at Atlantic Avenue, 
Woodside, Penn or Grand Cen-
tral stations.  Current fares 
are $31 for a weekly or $116.50 
for a monthly.

LIRR service to the Rock-
aways would at a minimum 
be considered Zone 3 just like 
other Queens neighborhoods. 
Current fares for Zone 3 riders 
are $218 for a monthly or $69.75 
for a weekly pass. How much 
will these fares would be years   

later when passenger revenue 
service is finally introduced?

Any additional new LIRR 
service to Penn Station, which 
would include restoration of 
the old Rockaway branch, has 
other issues to contend with. 
There is little room to run 
additional trains into or out 
of Penn Station during either 
a.m. or p.m. rush hours.

Three of four tunnels run-
ning inbound a.m. and out-
bound p.m. rush hours have 
very tight spacing between 
trains. Penn Station is cur-
rently operating at 100 percent 
capacity during both a.m. and 
p.m. rush hours. Nothing will 
change until LIRR Eastside 
Access to Grand Central Ter-
minal is open for revenue ser-
vice.   The anticipated revenue 
service date has slipped on nu-
merous occasions from origi-
nally 2011.  The MTA “party 
line” claim (based upon the 
most recent project recov-
ery schedule which has also 
changed numerous times dur-
ing the life of the project) calls 
for a December 2022 opening 
day. Based upon previous his-
tory of delays and recovery 
schedules, don’t be surprised 
if first day of revenue service 
occurs in 2023, 2024 or later.

But both Amtrak and Met-
ro North Rail Road have their 
eyes on any potential new ca-
pacity which might become 
available at Penn Station to 
use for their own respective 
services. Ditto for residents on 
the other nine existing LIRR 
branches.

At the end of the day, in-
troduction of limited stop bus 
routes from two-fare zones to 
the nearest subway station, ex-
pansion of express bus service 
into Manhattan, creation of ei-
ther Select Bus Service (SBS), 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), 
buses only on abandoned rail 
right-of-way, subsidies to sup-
port ferry service or reopen-
ing the old Woodhaven Sta-
tion on the Atlantic Avenue 
LIRR branch may be better 
bets for residents looking for 
new transportation options 
that have a realistic chance to 
reach service in our life time.

All have already been prov-
en successful. Any could be 
implemented far faster than 
any restoration of old LIRR 
branch services.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Reopening Rockaway branch is no path to the future

Court gives city a shot at a better deal
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

B
est known for his lead-
ing role in the sitcom 
“Everybody Loves Ray-
mond,” Ray Romano 

was born Dec. 21, 1957 and 
grew up in Forest Hills. His 
mother, Lucie, was a piano 
teacher, and his father, Albert, 
was an engineer who also sold 
real estate. The famed actor is 
the middle of three Romano 
sons. His older brother Rich-
ard was a sergeant with the 
NYPD and younger brother 
Robert is a school teacher. The 

Queens native lives in Los An-
geles with his wife Anne and 
four children and is a competi-
tive golfer and poker player 
when not acting.

The future celebrity grad-
uated from Hillcrest High 
School in 1975, a classmate of 
television star Fran Drescher. 
The comic actor went on to 
study accounting at Queens 
College, but after working odd 
jobs he found his true calling 
after leaving the audience in 
stitches at a comedy open mic 
night in 1984. After refining 
his stand-up routine on Come-
dy Central and “The Late Show 
with David Letterman” in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
Romano landed his own CBS 

show in “Everybody Loves 
Raymond.” The hit sitcom en-
joyed a popular nine-year run 
starting in 1996 and garnered 
Romano a 2002 Emmy Award 
for Outstanding Lead Actor in 
a Comedy Series. The series 
was also financially reward-
ing for the Queens native, as 
he became the highest-paid TV 
actor in history, with a nearly 
$50 million paycheck for the 
2004 season.

While working on the hit 
show, the lead actor also ap-
peared in a 1997 episode of 
“Cosby,” and later in several 
runs of “The King of Queens,” 
starring his friend Kevin 
James. In 2005 he voiced a 
character on “The Simpsons,” 
also named Ray, who bore a 
close resemblance to Romano.

Not content to be known for 
one blockbuster series, Roma-
no quickly moved on after his 
hit show ended the following 
year. For two seasons starting 
in 2009, he starred in the TNT 

comic drama “Men of a Cer-
tain Age,” a Peabody Award-
winning series that confronted 
the realities of being middle-
aged. The Hollywood celebrity 
from Forest Hills even made a 
cameo in season seven of “The 
Office” as an anxious job ap-
plicant, and in 2012 he joined 
the cast of the NBC drama se-
ries “Parenthood.” 

He has also made a splash 
on the Silver Screen. Since 
2002, Romano has been the 
voice of the wooly mammoth 
Manny in the movie series “Ice 
Age.” In 2004, the documen-
tary film “95 Miles to Go” fol-
lowed him on a stand-up come-
dy tour, and five years later he 
made a cameo as himself in the 
comedy-drama “Funny Peo-
ple” starring Adam Sandler. In 
2014, Ray Romano’s career in a 
sense came full-circle with his 
role in the crime-drama “Rob 
the Mob,” based on a true story 
of a couple back in Queens who 
robbed Mafia social clubs. 

When not acting or doing 
stand-up, the local kid who 
made it big likes to try his luck 
in the World Series of Poker. 
He has participated seven 
times since 2007, but has yet to 
take home the $10 million first-
place prize. As a golfer, he has 
also appeared in a celebrity se-
ries on The Golf Channel and 
is a regular competitor in the 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am.

This celebrity actor, stand-
up comic and competitive 
golfer has never lost his sense 
of humor after 30 years in the 
limelight. Speaking at the 2000 
Golden Globe Awards, Roma-
no reflected on his own rise 
to stardom by proclaiming “I 
feel like this is a dream—and 
I apologize for how I dressed 
some of you.”

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

Y
ou’d think this would be 
good news to a Jew like 
me: The Vatican has de-
clared that my tribe can 

get into heaven.
In a statement just released 

in honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of the “Nostra Aetate”—
itself a high point in Jewish-
Christian relations in that 
it stated Jews should not be 
considered “accursed by God’ 
(yay!)—the Vatican has gone 
one step further. The new doc-
ument states that, “…it does 
not in any way follow that the 
Jews are excluded from God’s 
salvation because they do not 
believe in Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah of Israel and the Son 
of God.”

In other words, Jews are 

now Heaven-eligible—which 
has me very worried. (How 
Jewish is that?)

You see, until now, I was al-
ready a little obsessed by what 
qualifies a person for a post-
life thumbs up or down. And 
by “a little obsessed” I mean, 
I worried that if I ate a piece 
of bacon, did that make me a 
bad Jew, which then might 
damn me to Hell, even though 
we don’t really have Hell, so 
maybe even framing the ques-
tion that way was a sin, mean-
ing I was headed to some sort 
of miserable afterlife that sup-
posedly doesn’t exist, with or 
without a devil, pitchfork, and 
lake that burns without giving 
off any light, etc.?

See? So Jewish.
And then, when I did some-

thing actually unkind—and 
by “unkind” I mean scream-
ing at a cabbie who totally de-
served it, because he made a 
right-hand turn while I was in 
the crosswalk, but still those 
guys have a hard life and are 
barely surviving, thanks to 
Uber — I’d worry, “Well, was 

that one little blow-up the 
thing that’s actually going to 
tip the scales? I’ll be standing 
before St. Peter and he looks 
at a list of everything I did and 
it’s, ‘Why did you yell at the 
poor cabbie? They’re barely 
surviving, thanks to Uber.’ 
And he shakes his head like, 
‘Sorry, you blew it,’ and then 
he pushes the little button 
that opens a trap door in the 
floor?”

All this while I’m still in 
the crosswalk, shaking my 
fist.

“Don’t worry about Hell!” 
my husband has told me, over 
and over. (Am I dishonoring 
him by writing this?) “We 
don’t believe in it!”

But now… sheesh. All bets 
are off. I mean on! That whole 
Pascal’s wager thing is now 
in our court: Bet that there is 
a God and if we’re right, in-
finite rewards await us if we 
can just keep it in our pants 
(metaphorically speaking). 
But bet that there is no God (or 
Heaven), go rip-roaring wild, 
and we could be in for a world 

of pain (and jackals gnawing 
our intestines) later. That was 
a wager we Jews didn’t have 
to worry about.

Until now!
So how good do we have to 

be to go upstairs? What is the 
fine print? Is one, “G------ it!” 
all it takes to rip up our VIP 
pass? Or do I have to be Bernie 
Madoff before I worry?

Or, to put it a bit more pro-
actively: How can I prove my 
Heaven-worthiness?

Jews were already told to 
live righteously, give gener-
ously, dress warmly. (Well, 
most of us were.) We already 
knew we’re not supposed to 
murder, steal, or commit adul-
tery. The real trip wire on that 
list is, “Thou shalt not covet.” 
But even if we did covet (come 
on—who doesn’t? Have you 
even seen my sister’s house?), 
it wasn’t like we were im-
mediately disqualified from 
anything great. Coveting a 
fantastic house, or less jiggly 
thighs, or a job that pays more 
than free-lance journalism, 
did not mean kissing goodbye 

to eternal life and harps that, 
because they are in heaven, 
must not sound as horrible as 
I imagine 10 billion amateur 
harpists must sound. We Jews 
just knew we were supposed to 
try to not covet so much.

No wonder the goyim 
drink. (I’m kidding! I’m kid-
ding! St. Peter—it was just one 
dumb, slightly un-P.C. joke. 
Come on!)

Now I’m a Jew faced with 
all the worries of a Christian 
without even Christmas to 
ease the pain. Because a Jew 
celebrating Christmas—I’d 
hate to think where they’d end 
up!

But I probably will.

COLUMNS

The man that everyone loves is from Forest Hills

Turning the road to heaven into a guilt trip
Jews are now 

Heaven-eligible—
which has me very 

worried. (How 
Jewish is that?)

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

n
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Field House
Half off all Open Sports

(Available Monday-Friday only)

PARTIES
Free cotton candy, snow cone machine with

birthday party booking anytime in 2016

GROUP OUTINGS
10% off any booking for an outing

anytime in 2016

Gymnastics
Be entered to win “Playdate” Sessions

(Value up to $100!)

CROSSFIT
Join for 1 month for $99 (New members only)

Floyd Bennett Field

HOCKEY
Half price sticks and pucks and
half price Adult Open Hockey

FIGURE SKATING
10% off Learn To Skate

Aviator Sports and Events Center 3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234
AviatorSports.com/10daysofAviator

We’re kicking off our 10th Anniversary with extra special deals for you!

Offers valid from January 1st-10th, 2016. Must mention promo code “10 Year Anniversary”. Restrictions may apply.

10 DAYS OF AVIATOR10 DAYS OF AVIATOR10 DAYS OF AVIATOR

sports performance
One trial adult or child session

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

The Club House 
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

REGISTRATION

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun
Baseball for boys and girls

for ages 4–17
We also offer girls softball

Starting January 4th

Every Saturday 12pm–1pm 

Every Monday evening 7pm–8pm  
(Except Mon. 1/18 in observance 
of Martin Luther King)

Through February 20th

We accept Checks, Money Orders  
and Credit Cards.
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Hollis woman who spent 
two decades caring for her 
mother, stricken with demen-
tia, received a state Assembly 
proclamation and the AARP I 
Heart Caregivers award.

Editha Santiago, 73, who 
was born in the Philippines 
and is married with four 
grown children, cared for her 
mother, Cesaria, for nearly 20 
years. Cesaria was diagnosed 
with early-stage dementia in 
1990 and could not walk be-
cause of problems with her 
knees. Her father, who had 
esophageal cancer, died in 
2000.

Santiago, a retired nurse 
and one of 10 children, took on 
the majority of her mother’s 
care. Cesaria died in August 
at the age of 97, four weeks af-
ter she fell and suffered a com-
pound femur fracture. 

She had to help her mother 
with all daily tasks, with some 
assistance from her husband 
and her sisters.

“All that daily living that 
she couldn’t do anymore, that’s 
what I would do,” she said.

She also said her mother 
enjoyed going to casinos and 
that her sisters would help out 
sometimes. 

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
said he was pleased to know 
Santiago, whom he dubbed 
“the senior of the year.”

“She’s literally eight or nine 
blocks from where I live, so it’s 
nice to know we have wonder-
ful neighbors like that,” We-
prin said. 

Nearly 2.6 million caregiv-

ers in New York state alone 
help older parents, spouses 
and other loved ones live in-
dependently at home and the 
unpaid care they provide is 
valued at about $31.3 billion 
annually in New York state, 
according to Weprin. 

Santiago was raised in 
the Cagayan province in the 
Philippines. Her parents were 
farmers and she had three sis-
ters and six brothers. 

Santiago has been married 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Borough President Melin-
da Katz is making a call for 
community board member 
applications.

The 14 community boards 
throughout Queens hold 
hearings to engage public 
dialogue on land use and zon-
ing proposals in their respec-
tive neighborhoods, and is-
sue recommendations on the 
city budget and municipal 
services.

Each board is made up of 
about 30 to 40 members and 
covers multiple neighbor-
hoods in a geographical area 
of the borough. Applicants 
must live within the bound-
aries of the community board 
to which they apply.

Applications for current 
community board members 
who are reaching the end 
of their two-year appointed 
term is Friday, Jan. 22. All 
new applicants must submit 
a detailed application found 
at www.queensbp.org/com-

munity-boards and return it 
to the borough president by 
Jan. 9.

Original applications 
must be notarized and mailed 
or handed in to the new di-
rector of community boards, 
Vicky Morales Casella.

Applications are reviewed 
and evaluated by an indepen-
dent screening panel, and the 
borough president’s office 
staff interview applicants 
based on the panel’s recom-
mendations.

“Serving on a community 
board is a significant com-
mitment, demanding in both 
time and energy,” Katz said 
in a statement. “Any civic-
minded resident willing to 
make this commitment is 
encouraged to consider ap-
plying. All candidates—both 
new applicants and those re-
applying for an additional 
term—are evaluated based 
on the relevant experiences 
they bring to the table.”

For all appointments, the 

Hollis resident Editha Santiago, who is from the Philippines, received a 
caregiver award for taking care of her mother, who had dementia. 

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Weprin's Office

BP Katz calls out 
for CB applications

AARP honors Hollis caregiver

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

Continued on Page 26 Continued on Page 26
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  



18    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JAN. 1-7, 2016 BT FT TL

BY GABRIEL ROM

Alexa Weitzman, a Forest 
Hills community activist, was 
watching her young son play 
in Katzman Playground in Yel-
lowstone Park when he briefly 
drifted out of her sight. Weitz-
man immediately looked to the 
three large, permanently open 
gates which led to the street. 
For a moment, she feared the 
worst.

She soon found her boy, but 
the gates and the traffic rush-
ing behind them irked her. 

As a result, she started 
a petition to install a lock-
ing mechanism for the gates, 
which she said would create a 
much safer park environment 
and give worried parents some 
peace of mind.

“Please help us make this 
great park safer and poten-
tially prevent a wandering 
child from heading out of the 
playground and into traffic,” 
reads the petition, which is ad-
dressed to the city Department 
of Parks & Recreation, Coun-

cilwoman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) and Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz.

Weitzman, who has al-
ready reached out to Parks, 
said a representative from 
the department is scheduling 
a meeting with her and that 
the agency seems to be taking 
the issue seriously. A spokes-
woman for Parks said it looked 

forward to meeting with con-
cerned parkgoers.

Weitzman said she has not 
yet decided whether to formal-
ly submit the petition to Katz’s 
office, but she plans to raise 
the issue with Koslowitz.

According to Michael Co-
hen, a spokesman for Koslow-
itz, she endorses the concept of 
having a more secure park en-

vironment with closed gates. 
“If this is what the commu-

nity wants, she will ask Parks 
to price the project out and 
look to provide money for it,” 
Cohen said.

The petition, started on 
Sunday, had over 80 signa-
tures by Tuesday evening and 
has received backing from 
residents.

“This is an easy solution 
that would greatly enhance 
the safety of children at the 
playground,” said Peter Bea-
dle, a Forest Hills resident and 
member of Community Board 
6.

“Locking gates installed 
would bring immense peace 
of mind to me when I bring my 
child to this great local play-
ground, as it would to every 
caregiver,” said another con-
cerned parent who signed the 
petition.

Weitzman also noted that 
locking gates are standard for 
many of the city’s larger parks, 
including Central Park, Pros-
pect Park and Forest Park. She 
hopes that the city’s smaller 
parks will get the same treat-
ment.

“Maybe this will spark 
some sort of reform,” she add-
ed. “These streets are so busy. 
Thank god nothing has hap-
pened, but it does seem like 
a problem with such an easy 
fix.”

KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Katzman Playground, within Yellowstone Park, is located at 68th Avenue in Forest Hills 
Courtesy of Alexa Weitzman

Locks wanted for gates in Forest Hills park
Concerned mother starts petition to Parks Department, city pols over feared safety risk

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Make Queens Safer, a grassroots 
street-safety advocacy organization, 
contends Queens is falling behind the 
other boroughs in reducing traffic in-
juries and fatalities over the past year.

The group’s statistical analysis of 
Queens’ progress in Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s signature traffic safety project 
Vision Zero finds that the borough is 
struggling with traffic enforcement 
and motorist injuries, according to a 
report released this week.

Queens has faced a 2.3 percent up-
tick in injuries to motorists and pas-
sengers since 2013 and is now the only 
borough where injuries to drivers and 
passengers exceed 2013 levels, when 
Vision Zero began, the report said. 
Throughout the rest of the city injuries 
to motor vehicle occupants are down, 
declining by 7 percent in Brooklyn and 
in 16 percent in Manhattan. Queens 
also had a 9% increase in cyclist inju-
ries compared to 2013.

“In five districts (Community 
Boards 1, 4, 7, 12 and 13), implementa-
tion of Vision Zero has been particu-
larly weak and action to jump-start 
street safety improvements is most ur-
gently needed,” the report said. 

Compounding the problem, several 
Queens neighborhoods are seeing sig-
nificantly fewer traffic tickets writ-
ten for these violations by their local 
police precincts relative to 2013 levels, 
the advocacy group said. The biggest 
declines occurred in the 109th and 
110th precincts, where ticketing was 
down by more than 30 percent, with 
the most significant drops in tickets 
for cell-phone use.

As part of the Vision Zero effort, 
NYPD received resources to hire addi-
tional traffic safety officers.  

“Based on the statistics presented 

here, there is little evidence that these 
greater workforce numbers are trans-
lating into greater enforcement on the 
ground.  NYPD should provide an ac-
counting of how it is using its Vision 
Zero budget allocations,” the report 
said.

Yet the report had some bright 
spots.

Since November 2014, there have 
been 69 overall traffic fatalities in 
Queens, down 26 percent from the 93 
people killed in 2013, the Vision Zero 
benchmark year. Citywide, there has 
been a 21 percent decline in fatalities. 
The downward trend points to the 
modest success of Vision Zero’s second 
year. But in Queens there were nine 
traffic fatalities during this November 
alone.

Some of the stars of the report in-
cluded the 104th, 107th, 108th and 112th 
precincts, which were commended for 
reducing traffic injuries and increas-
ing enforcement.

In October, Vision Zero came to the 
104th Precinct. The city Department of 
Transportation, along with the officers 
of the 104th Precinct, conducted an ed-
ucational and enforcement initiative. 
In the second week of the initiative, 
the precinct focused on enforcement, 
targeting hazardous violations such as 
speeding, improper turns and texting 
while driving.

The report ended inconclusively:
“This analysis clearly raises more 

questions than it answers. It does not 
explain why injury or fatality rates are 
rising or falling in specific areas, or 
why enforcement patterns appear to be 
changing in certain ways.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Mayor Bill de Blasio in July on the day work began on Vision Zero changes to Queens 
Boulevard. Photo by Michael Shain

Queens lags behind 
on Vision Zero stats

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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BY BILL PARRY

New York state will reimburse con-
gressionally chartered veterans or-
ganizations that provide funeral and 
burial services for indigent military 
veterans under legislation signed Dec. 
23 by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

Previously, the allocation for the fu-
neral of a veteran with no next of kin 
and insufficient funds to pay for a fu-
neral was capped at $900.

The bill’s sponsor, state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst), cited cases in New York 
City where the caskets of poor vet-
erans broke apart when pallbearers 
moved them during cemetery burial 
services. The new law, which takes ef-
fect in three months, will double the 
reimbursement amount to $2,000.

“The increased allocation for funer-
al costs for indigent veterans was long 
overdue,” DenDekker said. “The previ-
ous allocation of $900 did not keep up 
with rising funeral costs and simply 
did not allow these men and women 
to be buried with the dignity they de-
serve.”

The new law comes after the Legis-
lature included an additional $250,000 
in the 2015 New York state budget to re-
imburse the American Legion of New 
York for indigent burial costs they had 
incurred in excess of the $900 alloca-
tion. The House Committee on Veter-

ans Affairs lists 46 chartered groups 
nationally, including Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. “These are people who 
bravely served their country and we 
owe them a proper burial,” DenDekker 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) gave the Hillcrest Jewish 
Center in Fresh Meadows $20,000 to as-
sist with programming for seniors and 
young campers.

Half of the funds will be used for 
the organization’s senior programs, 
including nutritious meals, while the 
other $10,000 will go toward the cen-
ter’s summer camps. 

“Hillcrest Jewish Center provides 
high-quality programming that helps 
seniors to age with their health and in 
their homes,” Lancman said in a state-
ment. “The City Council is committed 
to expanding funding for these pro-
grams to support our growing senior 
population.”

Gloria Davidson, the assistant di-
rector of the center’s Gold Senior Cen-
ter, said the center’s programs help se-
niors and the Queens community.

“They provide socialization, meet-
ing new friends and nutritious meals, 

which enhances their quality of life,” 
Davidson said in a statement. “The 
funding will allow us to continue and 
improve our offerings to reach more 
people and help area residents.”

The City Council created a $1.27 
million initiative to support a healthy 
aging programming. The programs 
provide seniors with nutritious food 
and physical activity to keep them in 
good health for an extended period of 
time. 

There are more than 1 million peo-
ple aged 65 and over living in New York 
City, a number which is expected to in-
crease 40.7 percent by 2040, according 
to Lancman.

The Council’s new healthy aging 
initiative was part of a budget that of-
fered support for seniors, with more 
than $25 million allocated for senior 
services.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

MICHAEL DENDEKKER

Hillcrest center given $20K

Vets get better burialsPlease join us for a
FREE seminar!

On facing those unexpected decisions 
when a loved one passes…

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016  
from 11:00 AM to 2:30PM

Hosted by:
HARDEN FUNERAL HOME

208-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, New York 11361

Please RSVP at (718) 357-6100

This event is sponsored by
Your local Dignity Memorial® Funeral providers

Harden Funeral Home,  
Francis X. Hatton Funeral Home,

Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home  
and Frederick Funeral Home.

1:15 pm
Ronald Fatoullah  

& Associates
Estate Planning  

including Health Care  
Proxy and Wills

1:45 pm
Stephen Duer, 
Certified Presenter

“Your Life, Your Legacy”
The Benefits to Pre-
arranging a Funeral

12:30 PM LUNCH

11:00 am
Reverend  

Paul Y. Kim
St. Kevin RC Church Is 
Cremation Acceptable 

in the Catholic Church?

11:30 am
Marie Torres, 
from LiveOnNY 

Learning the Facts 
Regarding Organ and 

Tissue Donation

12:00 pm
Liz Devivo - Author
A Donor Recipient Story

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!
DISCUSSION SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE…

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 
1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

Minors will no longer be 
allowed to use indoor tanning 
beds if the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration gets its way. 
The FDA released proposed 
rules Dec. 18 warning that in-
door tanning is a known con-
tributor to skin cancer, includ-
ing melanoma, its most deadly 
form, and other skin damage.

“Today’s action is intended 
to help protect young people 
from a known and preventable 
cause of skin cancer and other 
harms,” Acting FDA Commis-
sioner Dr. Seven Ostroff said. 
“Individuals under 18 years 
are at greatest risk of the ad-
verse health consequences of 
indoor tanning.”

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatology, 
those who have been exposed 
to radiation from indoor tan-
ning are 59 percent more like-
ly to develop melanoma than 
those who have never tanned 
indoors. Yet, 1.6 million mi-
nors use indoor tanning every 

year based on data in the 2013 
National Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey.

“I’ve long called tanning 
beds ‘cancer coffins’, because 
we know their direct link to 
higher rates of skin cancer 
and deadly melanoma,” U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) said. “This proposal 
is a long-overdue step to keep 
young people safe from these 
dangerous devices.”

Maloney, the co-founder 
and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Skin Cancer Caucus, 
called on the FDA in 2014 to 
ban tanning beds for minors 
and led the fight in Congress 
to reclassify tanning beds as 
Class II medical devices.

“I first investigated tanning 
beds because too many young 
women came to me when they 
were diagnosed with mela-
noma in the early 20s and 30s 
after regular trips to the tan-
ning salon in their teens,” Ma-
loney said. “It became clear to 
me that skin cancer had gone U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney calls tanning beds "cancer coffins" while pushing a ban on their use by minors. 

Photo by Chris Seward/AP

Maloney calls on tanning bed ban for minors
Congresswoman blames practice for higher rates of melanoma among young women

Continued on Page 26

January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, 
NYC Council Members Proudly Announce

FREE Styrofoam Collection  
drop-off event

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam? Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers to a 
FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event

All foam must bear the
 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

Bronx Location:
Kingsbridge Armory
10 West 195th st. 
Bronx, NY 10468 
Corner of Reservoir St.

Sponsor, Council Member  

Fernando Cabrera
Sponsor, Council Member  

Ruben Wills
Queens Location:
York College – Parking Lot
Queens, NY 11451
SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd & 
Liberty Avenue
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Hip-hop comes to the Queens Library

Joining together to celebrate Kwanzaa

Run DMC’s Darryl McDaniels (c) is in the house—Queens Library President Bridget Quinn-Carey’s house, that 
is. At right, she leads the legendary hip-hop star into the auditorium of the Jamaica branch for a talk on pop 
culture, Queens and the roots of rap. 

Queens Library's newly named hip-hop coordinator, rap historian Ralph 
McDaniels (r), interviews Darryl McDaniels for an unusual library talk, 
streamed live to DMC's home library branch in South Hollis.

Borough President Melinda Katz (l) and her chief deputy, Melva Miller, go over the pre-event 
checklist as the Borough Hall Kwanzaa Celebration is about to get underway.

Two kinds of chicken, cornbread and meatballs are served at the Kwanzaa buffet. 

The lobby of Borough Hall was turned into a gigantic party room for Adjoa Gzifa (l), director 
at LaGuadia Community College/Workforce Education Center, her great-grandson, Merrick, 
and about 100 others celebrating Kwanzaa. 

Dancers from the Edge School of the Arts in Springfield Gardens performed a portion of 
the Alvin Ailey's famous "Revelations" and then posed with the borough president.

Photos by Michael Shain

Photos by Michael Shain
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A program that provides 
legal services for no charge 
has opened its first center in 
Queens in downtown Jamai-
ca.

The center is part of Legal 
Hand, a new program that 
brings in trained community 
volunteers to offer free legal 
information, assistance and 
referrals to residents grap-
pling with a wide range of le-
gal matters.

The volunteers assist 
clients with such issues as 
housing, family troubles, im-
migration, divorce, domestic 
violence and even public ben-
efits. They also help prevent 
problems from turning into 
legal actions.

The Legal Hand center in 
Jamaica launched Dec. 18 with 
a ceremony hosted by City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) and Chief Judge 
of New York Jonathan Lipp-
man, along with members of 
the legal community and vol-

unteers at the center’s location 
at 89-64 163rd St. 

In Queens and Brooklyn, 
the network of Legal Hand 
Centers is supported by a $1 
million grant from an anony-
mous donor.

“Legal Hand lends a help-
ing hand to New Yorkers 
struggling to navigate the 
legal system to protect their 
most basic rights,” said Lanc-
man, who serves as chairman 
of the Council’s Courts & Le-
gal Services and Public Safety 
Committee. 

A diverse group of Legal 
Hand volunteers will receive 
substantive training focusing 
on areas where emergencies 
commonly arise. Training 
will also cover cultural com-
petency, interviewing skills, 
the limits on the advice non-
lawyer volunteers are legally 
permitted to provide and the 
availability of referrals to 
other services, including full 
legal representation. A legal 
services attorney will also be 
on site to help train and aid 

volunteers.
“Our goal with the Legal 

Hand Centers is to break down 
barriers between the commu-

nity and the justice system 
and to demystify some of the 
simple steps people can take to 
protect their rights under the 

law,” Lippman said. “This will 
lead to more just outcomes, 
more crises averted, less liti-
gation, and money savings 
for our state and local govern-
ments.” 

The Jamaica Legal Hand 
center, which will offer week-
end and evening hours to ac-
commodate 9-to-5 employees 
and others, is sharing space 
with Community Mediation 
Services. 

The Jamaica center is 
equipped with computers, In-
ternet access, printers and the 
full array of online legal tools 
for the self-represented, with 
volunteers on hand to provide 
assistance in completing on-
line legal forms, drafting form 
letters and using technologi-
cal to address consumer credit 
problems and other legal is-
sues. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Councilman Rory Lancman speaks at the launch of the Jamaica Legal 
Hand center at 89-64 163rd St.  Courtesy of Rory Lancman

Free legal center opens in downtown Jamaica
Residents will have access to referrals to lawyers, assistance with public benefi ts, on-site attorney

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 1-7, 201624    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Congratulations to the 2015 winners of Clearview Seniors 
Golf Club’s Championship Rounds: (l-r) Tom Doherty, Ed Brady 
and Stanley Winter. Courtesy of Clearview Seniors Golf Club

A newly registered voter! The Muslim Center of NY in 
Flushing signed up voters as part of an effort spearheaded 
by recent City Coucil candidate Ali Najmi.   Twitter

City Council member Barry Grodenchik (c, in jacket and tie) is inducted 
into the Key Luck Club at the Bayside Senior Center.  Twitter

The City's Department of Transportation gets a shout-out 
from state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, grateful for some 
fine-tuning on the traffic light in front of the Alley Pod 
School/PS 46 in Oakland Gardens.  Twitter

LaGuardia Community College President Dr. Gail 
Mellow  congratulates 38 students who graduated 
this year from the school's nursing program. 

Courtesy of LaGuardia Community College

Flushing’s PS 244 is one of eight schools in the state to be 
named a National Blue Ribbon School by the federal gov-
ernment. Principal Robert Groff (c) is congratulated by City 
Councilman Peter Koo (l) and state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(r). Courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky 

At the Edison Price Lighting Gallery in LIC, the Queens Council 
on the Arts is opening its annual Alumni Exhibition: Chapter 
2, featuring the work of the grads of its High School to Art 
School program.  Courtesy of Queens Council on the Arts

On the Sunday after Christmas, more than 130 people gathered in the square next to the Forest Hill railropad 
station for a two-hour walking tour of Forest Hills Gardens, highlighting its hidden history. Facebook
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BY BILL PARRY

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has approved a near-
ly $24 million permanent con-
tract for the homeless shelter 
at East Elmhurst’s Westway 
motel. The city has operated 
a family shelter at the West-
way since July 2014 and it cur-
rently houses more than 100 
families.

Stringer quote:
The contract with service 

provider Women In Need, Inc. 
was registered with the city 
Dec. 16 and it expires in June 
2019, according to the comp-
trollers office.

When the city opened the 
shelter at the Westway, lo-
cated at 71-11 Astoria Blvd., 
the community responded 
with protest rallies and town 
hall meetings. State Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) filed a lawsuit in 
State Supreme Court accus-
ing the Department of Home-

less Services of creating an 
artificial emergency to evade 
proper siting and procurement 
procedures.

Simotas also contended 
that DHS has been “manipu-
lating” the emergency shelter 
process to avoid dealing with 

the community. The case is 
ongoing.

“This contract is another 
rubber stamp on the decision 
made unilaterally a year and 
a half ago without consulting 
the community,” Simotas said. 

The operator of a family shelter at the Westway Motel lands a perma-
nent contract with the city worth nearly $24 million. Photo by Bill Parry

Westway shelter lands 
permanent conract

Continued on Page 26

In a review of the current 
fiscal year city budget, the 
Independent Budget Office 
found that the city has not 
come up with enough fund-
ing for the 2016 summer ses-
sion of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
School’s Out New York City 
initiative.

The club-like structure of 
the city program encourages 
young adolescents to take 
part in athletics and arts for 
three hours a day, five days a 
week.

SONYC, as the mayor’s 
initiative is also known, was 
introduced last September 
and was quickly expanded as 
an afterschool program, now 
serving about 49,000 middle 
school kids, 36,000 of whom 
were added this year, accord-
ing to the report.

The summer session of 
SONYC, on the other hand, 
which provided program-
ming to a total of nearly 58,000 
students, included over 17,500 
middle school students who 
were new to the program. But 

funding did not keep up with 
the program’s expansion, the 
IBO found.

The $317 million allot-
ment for the program this fis-
cal year leaves out the 17,500 
middle school slots that were 
added in the summer of 2015.

The IBO’s investigation 
found that in May, the city 
executive budget moved $27.7 
million from the SONYC 
expansion to the mayor’s 
Renewal Schools initiative, 
which seeks to increase aca-
demic performance at chron-
ically failing schools in the 
city.

~Tom Momberg

City short of funding 
for afterschool program

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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for 46 years and has four chil-
dren, a 39-year-old daughter 
and three sons ages 40, 42 and 
44. 

She worked as a nurse at 
Parkway Hospital in Hollis 
Hills from 1987 to 1990 and 
at Highland Care Center, a 
nursing home in Jamaica, 
from 1990 to 2003. 

Santiago said she will al-
ways remember her mother 
as “very independent,” not-

ing that she had not realized 
her mother had dementia un-
til they went to see a doctor  
25 years ago.

As she sifted through 
her memories, Santiago re-
verted to the present tense: 
“I take care of her and in my 
mind, my mother is still my 
mother, very independent.” 
She added, “There’s nothing 
wrong with her.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

fares by a quarter to $2.75 and 
a 30-day MetroCard by $4.50 
to $116.50.

4. MTA proposes to forbid 
all political ads from buses, 
trains and stations in what 
Straphangers Campaign 
calls “the agency’s long hos-
tility  toward free speech on 
subways.”

5. In the past year subway 
riders were less satisfied – 74 
percent okay with service 
now, down from 78 percent in 
2014

6. Front car of G train car-
rying 150 passengers derailed 
south of Hoyt-Schermerhorn 
station in downtown Brook-
lyn, resulting in minor inju-
ries.

7. “Pizza Rat” drags slice 
of pizza on subway stairs, 
which Straphangers said 
“instantly captured darker 
imaginings of riders.”

8. No new cars on J/Z line 
until 2022 due to problems at 
manufacturer Bombardier 
in a delay that will cost MTA 
$50 million.

9. Straphangers said “la-
bor unrest roils MTA Para-
transit Call /Center” with 
workers’ complaints  against 
private contractor  ranging 
from bedbugs to wages of $9 
to $11 an hour.

10. Pedestrians hit by 
buses. Straphangers calls for 
new technology to address 
bus blind spot and legislation 
clarifying who has the right 
of way.

“This lack of oversight is why 
I am suing the city and the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices.”

The Boulevard Family Shel-
ter at the former Pan Ameri-

can hotel in Elmhurst, which 
opened in June 2014, continues 
to operate without a perma-
nent contract. Samaritan Vil-
lage, which operates that facil-
ity, submitted a third request 
for a permanent contract in 
August. Stringer rejected that 
request, noting safety issues 
within the shelter.

Samaritan Village has yet 
to submit a fourth application, 
according to the comptroller’s 
office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

from a disease predominantly 
found in older men to one that 
affected a growing number of 
young women.”

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, 20.2 per-
cent of female high school 
students used tanning devices 
in 2013. Partially because of 
increased UV exposure due to 
indoor tanning, skin cancers 
are now the second most-com-
mon form of cancer for young 
women age 15 to 29.

The FDA is also proposing 
restrictions on the use of sun 

lamp products, including tan-
ning beds, to people 18 and 
older. Adult users would have 
to sign a risk acknowledgment 
certification that states they 
have been informed of the 
risks to health that may result 
from use of sunlamp products.

Sunlamp manufacturers 
and tanning facilities would 
have to take additional mea-
sures to improve the overall 
safety of the devices such as 
making warnings easier to 
read, requiring an emergency 
shut-off switch and improving 
protective eye wear. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, an 
average of more than 3,000 

emergency room visits occur 
for injuries related to indoor 
tanning each year in the U.S.

“The FDA understands that 
some adults may decide to use 
sunlamp products,” Ostroff 
said. “These proposed rules 
are meant to help adults make 
their decisions based on truth-
ful information and to ensure 
manufacturers and tanning 
facilities take additional steps 
to improve the safety of these 
devices.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

next two-year term for un-
salaried community board 
members is slated to begin 
April 1. Currently, there are 
vacancies on every commu-
nity board in Queens.

Katz has said it is very 
important when she and her 
office review potential can-
didates, that applicants iden-
tify with the neighborhood in 
which they live, and be able 

to show a vested interest in 
serving their community.

In addition to the com-
mitment to attend monthly 
meetings, community board 
members have committee 
assignments, within which 
members deliberate about 
environmental, zoning, land 
use, health and other con-
cerns in their communities.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

York’s criminal justice sys-
tem fairer and stronger, and I 
thank the sponsors and advo-
cates who worked so hard to 
get it passed.”

While current law bans the 
use of restraints on an inmate 
who is about to give birth, it 
does not address the use of re-
straints on pregnant inmates 
before or after childbirth. 

Restraints are currently be-
ing used on pregnant inmates 
in a number of situations 
ranging from trips to weekly 
medical appointments to trips 
between prisons, which can 
take more than 10 hours. 

Such acts heighten the risk 
of blood clots, limit the mobil-
ity needed for a safe pregnan-
cy and delivery and increase 
the risk of falling, which could 
cause a miscarriage, accord-
ing to Cuomo. 

The bill also prohibits the 
presence of any correctional 

staff in the delivery room un-
less requested by the medi-
cal staff or the inmate giving 
birth and requires more rigor-
ous training of all correction-
al staff on the policy as well 
as annual detailed reporting 
of all instances in which offi-
cers believed restraints were 
necessary.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

On the other hand, Man-
hattan and Staten Island had 
a decline in national retail-
ers, with the number of chain 
stores decreasing by 0.1 per-
cent in Manhattan and 1.2 per-
cent on Staten Island.

But Queens still has the sec-
ond-highest number of chain 
stores of all the boroughs. 
With 1,749 chain stores in the 
borough, Queens only trails 
behind Manhattan, which has 
2,804 national retail stores. 

Queens has substantial-
ly more chain stores than 
Brooklyn, which has 1,633; 
the Bronx, which has 944; and 

Staten Island, which has 420. 
Several retailers expanded 

significantly in Queens over 
the past year. Dunkin’ Donuts 
grew to 171 stores in 2015 from 
161 in 2014. Sprint doubled the 
number of stores from nine in 
2014 to 18 in 2015 and T-Mobile 
added 12 stores over the last 
year, with the total rising from 
51 in 2014 to 63 in 2015. 

Some national retailers 
reduced their presence in the 
borough over the past year. 
RadioShack closed 12 stores, 
bringing its number of stores 
down to 15 in 2015, compared 
to 27 the previous year. The 
number of CVS stores dropped 
to 36 in 2015, compared to 44 in 
2014. 

The study indicated that 

there was a 1 percent increase 
in the number of chain stores 
across New York City in 2015, 
compared to the 2.5 percent 
gain in national retailers city-
wide between 2013 and 2014. 

The 300 retailers listed on 
last year’s ranking expanded 
their footprint in the city from 
7,473 stores in 2014 to 7,550 
stores in 2015, marking the 
seventh consecutive year there 
has been a net increase in the 
number of national chain 
stores in the five boroughs.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Westway
For more hyper-local Queens

 news on your computer, smartphone, or 
iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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A s retirement age ap-
proaches, many older 
adults envision them-

selves downsizing and mov-
ing to a quaint community to 
enjoy their golden years in as 
relaxing a fashion as possible. 
However, for a growing num-
ber of seniors, their retirement 
years are being spent helping 

to raise grandchildren.
United States Census data 

from 2010 indicates 4.9 million 
American children are being 
raised solely by their grand-
parents. CanGrads, a National 
Kinship Support organization, 
says approximately 62,500 
children are being raised by 
grandparents and other fam-

ily in Canada. Many grand-
parents provide part-time 
care when their older children 
have to move back home with 
their families, as  roughly 13 
million children are now liv-
ing in homes with their grand-
parents.

Being raised by grandpar-
ents may not be the ideal situ-

ation for all parties involved, 
but such situations are a neces-
sity for many families. Seniors 
who are once again thrown 
into the caregiver arena may 
need a crash course in child-
care or a few pointers on par-
enting in the modern age: 

Get the right equipment. 
Children certainly require a 

lot of gear, more than grand-
parents likely used when rais-
ing their own children. Cer-
tain safety requirements are 
in place to safeguard young 
children, and that often means 
investing in new cribs, car 
seats, high chairs, and other 
items. Grandparents should 

GRANDPARENTS HELPING 
TO RAISE CHILDREN

TIPS 
FOR

Continued on Page 28
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

resist the temptation to use old items 
they may have kept in storage, as such 
items may no longer be safe and could 
put grandchildren at risk for injury.

Gather important documents. 
Grandparents should keep pertinent 
documents in one easily accessible 
place in their homes should an emer-
gency arise. These include birth certif-
icates, health immunization records, 
death certifi cates (if the child’s parents 
are deceased), dental records, school pa-
pers, citizenship papers, and proof of in-
come and assets. 

Speak with an attorney. Lawyers 
can help grandparents wade through 
legal arrangements, such as fi ling for 
custody, guardianship or adoption. Op-
tions vary depending on where petition-
ers live, but lawyers can provide peace 
of mind to grandparents concerned 
about their grandkids’ futures.

Investigate fi nancial assistance. 
Seniors may not earn the income they 
once did and may be on assistance pro-
grams or living off of retirement sav-
ings. Grandparents who fi nd them-
selves caring for a child may be eligible 
for fi nancial assistance. The Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families is a joint 
federal and state program that can pro-
vide need-based fi nancial assistance. 
The AARP or the organization Grand-
Families may be able to put grandpar-

ents  in touch with fi nancial advisors in 
their areas.

Contact schools and daycare cen-

ters. School-aged children will need 
to be enrolled in school. Grandparents 
should contact the department of educa-
tion where they live to learn about local 
school systems, especially when grand-
kids are moving in with their grandpar-
ents. Some grandparents can qualify 
for free or low-cost daycare, and such 
programs can be discussed with local 
Social Services offi ces. Enrollment in 
school or daycare can provide grand-
parents with much-needed free time 
during the day.

Find emotional support. Taking 
care of grandchildren is a full-time job. 
At times, grandparents may feel stressed 
or out of sorts. Having a strong support 
system available can help grandparents 
work through the peaks and valleys of 
this new and unexpected stage in life. 
Church- or community center-based 
counseling services may be available. 
Grandparents also can check with their 
healthcare providers to determine if 
counseling or therapy sessions are cov-
ered under their plans.

Caring for grandchildren is a life-
changing event. It can be fulfi lling, but 
it also requires a lot of energy and com-
mitment. But grandparents needn’t 
go it alone, as there are numerous re-
sources available to seniors who sud-
denly fi nd themselves caring for their 
grandchildren. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

GRANDPARENTS
Continued from page 27

This space provided as a public service.  © 1999, American Heart Association

Think of each beat as your heart’s way of cheering you on for staying physically

active.  Want a standing ovation?  Try keeping your diet low in cholesterol and 

saturated fat too.  To learn about other steps you can take toward lowering 

your risk of heart attack and stroke, visit our

web site at www.americanheart.org 

or call us at 1-800-AHA-USA1.

You know that noise
your heart makes

when you work out?
IT’S CALLED APPLAUSE.
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Across the country, more 
than 50 million people 
are living with doctor-di-

agnosed arthritis. So says the 
Arthritis Foundation, which 
projects that fi gure will rise 
to 67 million by the year 2030.

Simply put, arthritis is 
a signifi cant problem, one 
that can not only affect a per-
son’s quality of life, but also 
his pocketbook, as the Ar-
thritis Foundation notes that 
woking-age men and women 
(those between the ages of 18 
and 64) who contend with ar-
thritis are less likely to be em-
ployed than people of the same 
age who do not have arthritis. 
Arthritis is not only bad for 
employees, but also for em-
ployers, as it accounts for $156 
billion annually in lost wages 
and medical expenses.

Exercise may be the last 
thing on many arthritis suf-
ferers’ minds, but exercise 
can play a vital role in reduc-
ing the often painful symp-
toms associated with arthri-
tis. Among its other benefi ts, 
exercise can strengthen the 

muscles around arthritic 
joints and help men and 
women maintain bone 
strength. In addition, the 
Mayo Clinic notes that lack of 
exercise can make joints feel 
more painful and stiff, as a 
sedentary lifestyle will ulti-
mately contribute to putting 
more stress on joints.

Upon being diagnosed 
with arthritis, patients 
should speak with their phy-
sicians about the best way to 
use exercise to combat and re-
lieve their symptoms. Some 
patients may require physical 
therapy, while others might 
be able to work with their phy-
sicians to develop an exercise 
regimen that can help reduce 
the severity of their symp-
toms and any pain that ac-
companies those symptoms. 
The following are some types 
of exercises that fi gure to play 
a strong role in managing ar-
thritis and improving quality 
of life:

Aerobic exercises: Low-
impact aerobic exercises, such 
as walking and swimming, 

can help arthritis sufferers 
alleviate their symptoms and 
improve their overall health. 
Arthritis sufferers who have 
not exercised in awhile be-
cause of their pain may have 
gained weight as a result, and 
aerobic exercise is a great way 
to shed extra pounds. Losing 
excess weight is a great way 
to make physical activity less 
taxing on your joints as well.

Range-of-motion: Range-
of-motion exercises are typi-
cally simple and don’t take 
much time, but when done 
correctly, such exercises can 
be very effective at relieving 
the stiffness associated with 
arthritis. A physician or phys-
ical therapist might advise 
you to do range-of-motion ex-
ercises each day, and you may 
even need to do them a few 
times each day. Adhere to this 
advice, continuing to perform 
the exercises as long as your 
doctor or physical therapists 
deems them necessary.

More information about 
managing arthritis can be 
found at www.arthritis.org.  

Exercise and arthritis
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

With the holiday season wind-
ing down this weekend, it is time to 
start thinking about the long winter 
nights that lie ahead. 

And while you may be tempted to 
hunker down in front of the fireplace 
until the spring thaw, the Queens’ 
performing arts scene has plenty to 
offer to bring you out before Easter. 

Things kick off Jan. 15 with a 
jazz concert at Flushing Town Hall. 

Presented in collaboration with 
Carnegie Hall’s Neighborhood Concert 

Series, the John Chin Quintet, led by 
pianist Chin, plays music that ranges 
from intimate to exuberant melodies. 

The following day, Jan. 16, Flush-
ing Town Hall hosts the Thunder-
bird American Indian Dancers. 

These dancers, who are members 
of the Iroquois Nation, will start the 
day with a workshop. That will be 
followed by a performance. 

Mark Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day with a musical celebration at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts star-
ring gospel singer Benjamin “BeBe” 
Winans on Jan. 17. Winans, a song-

writer, producer and R & B vocal-
ist, helped transform the sound of 
gospel as a member of the legendary 
Winans Family. 

A different type of music takes cen-
ter stage Jan. 17 at Flushing Town 
Hall, when the Five Borough Music 
Festival teams up with the New York 
Festival of Song for a concert of mid-
century American songwriters. 

“Harry, Hoagy and Harold” fo-
cuses on the songs of Harry Warren, 
“I Only Have Eyes for You;” Hoagy 
Carmichael, “Stardust;” and Harold 
Arlen, “Stormy Weather.”

Dance gets things moving in Feb-
ruary with a Flushing Town Hall 

performance of Rennie Harris Awe-
Inspiring Works on Feb. 6. 

This presentation of hip-hop and 
street dance includes examples of 
popping, locking and stepping. 

Rodney Hill, the group’s manag-
ing director, will hold a post-perfor-
mance dance symposium. 

Join Deepak Chopra on Sunday, 
Feb. 7, as he creates a road map for 
“higher health,” based on the latest 
findings in both mainstream and al-
ternative medicine. 

Are we in the midst of a major 
paradigm shift in science? Is there 
an ultimate reality? 

WINTER HEATS UP
As temperatures begin to drop, entertainment 

options start to increase across borough

Continued on Page 36

(Top) The Moscow Festival Ballet dances “Giselle” at the Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center in Bayside March 20.  Photo courtesy Queensborough Performing Arts Center
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We were just kvetch-
ing about the dearth of 
neighborhood sit-down 
Chinese restaurants ca-
tering to mainstream 
diners that were once 
abundant.  

It seemed they have 
mostly been replaced by 
either grungy take-out 
places or ethnic enclaves 
catering to Eastern pal-
ates.  Then Brasserie du 
Dragon entered our ra-
dar.  It was not what we 
expected.

We visited this loca-
tion in the Sheraton La-
Guardia East in down-
town Flushing during 
two previous incarna-
tions.  The first time was 
when it was called Yuan 
Garden, and specialized 
in Yunanese–style Chi-
nese cuisine.  The second 
was as Deluge, whose 
menu was determinedly 
French with a touch of 
eclecticism.  In both cas-

es, the dining room was 
dominated by Chinese 
diners, perhaps business 
travelers staying at the 
hotel.

A little over a month 
ago, Brasserie du Dragon 

took over the space, pro-
claiming their fare to be 
fine dining Hong Kong-
style.  What we found 
were mostly Cantonese 
crowd pleasers, some 
gussied up with luxury 

ingredients like foie gras 
or truffles, and an all-
day dim sum menu.  

Interestingly, our fel-
low patrons were, without 
exception, Westerners.

Brasserie du Dragon 

is located in the atrium-
like lower level of the 
hotel with a central foun-
tain and an upper level 
glass-enclosed wine cel-
lar.  It is a posh setting, 
thoughtfully designed 

with plenty of elbow 
room and comfortable 
seating.  The restaurant 
is well staffed and at-
tentive, but only limited 
English is spoken.

Once seated, what 
is described on the res-
taurant’s website as a 
“French Pushcart” ar-
rives with two types of 
infused water — lemon or 
fresh strawberry — and 
a selection of teas.  We 
were already eyeing the 
elevated wine cellar, and 
going to pass on the tea, 
but the server was rather 
insistent that we choose 
a tea.  We succumbed, 
choosing pu-erh, which 
was prepared freshly 
from leaves, and placed 
on a flower shaped can-
dle warmer.  Our server 
fussed a lot over the tea, 
refilling the pot diligent-
ly throughout our meal.

With such a visible 
wine cellar, you’d think 
they’d be pushing the wine 

The stir-fried rib eye beef stew proved to be one of the tastier options at Flushing’s Brasserie du Dragon.  
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Return to old-school Chinese cuisine
Flushing’s Brasserie du Dragon serves up tasty food that takes diners back in time

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 36

EVENTS

Nature Exploration — Urban 
Park Rangers will take a group 
on a moderate hike — longer, 
faster pace on rugged terrain 
— pointing out the hidden gems 
that can be discovered in Forest 
Park. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 2, at 
11 am
Where: Forest Park 
Visitor Center, Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Dark Nights, Bright Lights: 
Quadrantids Meteor Shower 
— Discussing the science, 
history and legends of the 
universe, Urban Park Rangers 
lead visitors through the galaxy 
with telescopes and binoculars. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 3, at 
6 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park, 

Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

BeBe Winans — The legendary 
gospel and R & B singer leads 
a celebration to honor Martin 
Luther King Jr. which includes a 
keynote address from the Rev. 
Floyd H. Flake.
When: Sunday, Jan. 17, at 
4 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

DANCE

“I Understand Everything 
Better” — The return 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 35

GOOD TO THE LAST DROP

Jon Lovitch’s GingerBread Lane, which was recently certified as the world’s largest gingerbread village for the third 
straight year by the Guinness World Record people, will be on display at the New York Hall of Science for two more 
weeks. Then on Jan. 10, the village will be dismantled and handed out to visitors during the GingerBread Lane House 
Giveaway. 
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New Year’s Eve 
at Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not good on holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $8.95

Dozen Baked Clams - $13.25

Stuffed Artichoke - $9.95

Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95

Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 
spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh mozzarella 

in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95

Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with 
ricotta and eggplant, served Parmigiana  

style - $1795

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed  

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95
Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti  

and Meatballs - $12.95
Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce  
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $14.95
Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 

Parmigiana - $17.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $22.95

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25 or Bicotti (2) - $5.50
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A
s we close the books on 2015, 
with a plague of pessimism 
infecting the populace, I 
give you an antidote — the 

positive, optimistic and upbeat 
Susan Stewart.  

Against the odds, Stewart has 
succeeded in making a career, and 
a living, out of acting.

I first met Stewart a number 
of years ago when she was active 
in Queens community theater in 
such productions as “Last of the 
Red Hot Lovers,” “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,” “Lovers and 
Other Strangers” and “Little Shop 
of Horrors.”  

She also appeared in a couple 
of Outrageous Fortune Company 
shows at Queens Theatre in the 
Park: “How I Learned to Drive” 
by Paula Vogel, and the Pulitzer 
Prize-winner “Anna in the Trop-
ics” by Nilo Cruz. 

That was before she turned pro 
by joining the unions Actors Eq-
uity Association and Screen Ac-
tors Guild/American Federation 
of Television and Radio Artists.  
But she still says that the Queens 
Theatre in the Park dressing room 
“was by far the nicest one I’ve ever 
worked in.”

A lifelong resident of Queens, 
born in Manhattan, Stewart is 

a graduate of Townsend Harris 
High School and Queens College.  

In college she had lead roles in 
“SubUrbia,” “The Crucible,” “Our 
Town,” “Miss Julie,” and in two 
international productions that 
brought her to South Korea and 
France.

Some venues in new plays she 
has performed in are the SoHo 
Rep, Cherry Lane Theatre, The 
Looking Glass, The Red Room and 
Kraine Theatre.  TV roles include 
“Six Degrees” with Campbell 
Scott, “Cupid” with Bobby Can-
navale, “Blue Bloods” and “Royal 
Pains” as Alex Vega’s sister  where 
she had to hobble around in six-
inch heels.  

A particularly memorable ex-
perience was doing the film “Life 
in Flight” with Patrick Wilson.

Stewart has had the good for-
tune to be in many financially 
rewarding commercials, where 

her fluency in Spanish has been a 
plus.  You may have seen or heard 
her in spots for mobile phones and 
pharmaceuticals, voiceovers and 
public service announcements, 
channel promos, New York Lotto, 
Ikea and Crest toothpaste.

An actor she admires is Vanes-
sa Aspillaga, who was the original 
Marela in “Anna in the Tropics,” 
and a favorite show is “Little Shop 
of Horrors.”

“My dream one day is to play 
Seymour,” she said, in a gender-
bending revival.  

But right now her focus is on 
motherhood — she has two sons, 
one a toddler and the other just a 
few weeks old.

Stewart has had the talent, am-
bition and dedication to make it in 
a challenging profession.  

Her advice to someone start-
ing out: “Work begets work.  If 
you keep doing what you love, and 
you’re good at it, the opportunities 
will be there.”

In other words, don’t be fear-
ful, go out and do it!

Happy sixth birthday to grand-
daughter Addison, and Happy 
New Year to all!

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com

Let’s start 2016 on a positive theatrical note
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

SUSAN STEWART

Answers in Sports
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 1-7, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words
Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The 
Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet 
Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the 
bottom?
32. Mil. org. on 
campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake 
pattern
39. Weapon for 
Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet 
broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail 
or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop 
offering
55. Couple
58. Pants

62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an 
NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber 
source
70. One with a check

Down
1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond 
accessory?
4. One side of a 
turn-ofthe- century 
war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)

8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama 
queen
10. Renting option 
+ a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic 
flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without 
buying
24. They come to 
court
26. Pointed remark
27. Ancient Greek 
market
28. Essay + a 
glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the 
lurch

33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings 
Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of 
the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean 
island nation
55. Built-in airplane 
server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in 
Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden 
is one
64. Arena blaster

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP IN SMOKE
S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

engagement of David 
Neumann’s multidisciplinary 
dance-based performance 
explores calamity, unseen 
realms, concurrence of 
unrelated events and letting go. 
When: Jan. 10 through Jan. 
16
Where: The Chocolate 
Factory Theater, 5-49 49th 
Ave., LIC
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

SculptureCenter — Anthea 
Hamilton’s “Lichen! Libido! 
Chastity!” questions the 
representation of cultural 
phenomena through popular 
media.  Gabriel Sierra’s 

“Numbers in a Room” uses 
the museum’s lower level 
galleries to create work that 
reconfi gures the scale and 
geometry of the space and 
its objects. 
When: Through Jan. 4
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

Five Continents: One 
Borough — This exhibition, 
subtitled “Art Treasures from 
the Homelands of Queens,” 
includes a group of 33 items 
from Queens College’s 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
that detail the art from 
places Queens residents 
once called home. 
When: Through Jan. 8
Where: Citi DeFord Gallery, One 
Court Square, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

Museum of Stones — The 
Noguchi Museum’s fi rst 
exhibition to incorporate 
contemporary artists 
into the original Noguchi 
installation.
When: Through  Jan. 10
Where: Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/seniors 
and students with ID, Free/
NYC students with ID and 
children under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

2015 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Works from the 16 artists 
awarded an Emerging 
Artist Fellowship will be on 
display. 
When: Through March 13
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists 
are welcome. Sign-up at 
8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 

Contact: Ben Rosenfeld, 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy 
Show — Every Wednesday 
night New York’s up-and-
coming and already arrived 
comedians hang out and 
tell jokes at The Creek & The 
Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv 
Club — On Friday nights, 
teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets 
on the half-hour. Tickets are 
good for all seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any 
of the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.

secrettheatre.com

Face Off Unlimited 
presents Improvius 
Maximus — Long-form 
improv teams compete in 
Mighty Caesar’s arena for 
laughs and glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

PRODUCTIONS

“All in the Timing” — First String Players 
presents this collection of one-act, 
mostly comic, plays by writer David Ives, 
which focus on language and wordplay, 
complications with romantic relationships 
and the meaning of life. 
When: Friday, Jan. 8 and Saturday, Jan. 9, at 
7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 10, at 3 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.sites.google.com/site/
fi rststringplayers/

“Annie Jr.” — The sun will come out 
tomorrow when Plaza Theatrical Productions 
brings its version of the Broadway hit geared 
toward the younger theatrical set. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 10, at 2 pm
Where: Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $12

Contact: (516) 599-6870
Website: www.plazatheatrical.com

“Shrek The Musical Jr.”  — Rockway 
Theatre’s Young People’s Theatre Workshop 
presents a musical version of the hit 
animated fi lm about Shrek the ogre, his 
sidekick Donkey and Princess Fiona. 
When: Jan. 29 - Feb. 14
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10/general admission
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 32 

Arts
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Chopra will address these and oth-
er questions as well as practical ways 
to experience higher consciousness, 
transformation and healing. 

If new age is not really your cup of 
tea, check out a program by the New 
York Classical Players Feb. 19 at Flush-
ing Town Hall. The concert includes 
works by Schubert and Schumann. 

Get your Broadway/Oldies fix Feb. 

21 when original cast members from 
“Jersey Boys” bring a show filled with 
hits from the 1960s to the Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts. 

Tony winner Christian Hoff joins 
Michael Longoria, Daniel Reichard 
and J. Robert Spencer as The Midtown 
Men, performing songs from The Beat-
les, The Rascals and more. 

By now you are probably hungry for 
something a little meatier, and Flush-
ing Town Hall has you covered. 

Loaded down with sausages, pâtés 
and hams, the best charcuterie artists 
arrive from across the United States 
and Canada Feb. 27 to compete in the 
Charcuterie Masters. 

A ticket provides an opportunity to 
meet the meat masters and sample more 
than 60 different types of charcuterie. 

March comes in like a French-Ca-
nadian trio of melody makers when De 
Temps Antan brings traditional Que-
becois music with fiddle, accordion 
and harmonica to Flushing Town Hall 
March 5. 

The international flavor continues 
March 6 with the Cultural Cross-
roads of Ireland and Africa at Flush-
ing Town Hall. 

Led by Mick Moloney, Niall O’Leary 
and Lenwood Sloan, this Irish and Af-
rican American dance workshop intro-
duces and blends the two traditional 
forms to suggest how they have come 
together in the emergence of tap.

On March 13, choreographer Nai-Ni 
Chen presents her latest collaboration, 
CrossCurrent III, at Flushing Town Hall. 
The piece features music by composer 

Huang Ruo and the all Julliard-graduate 
New Asia Chamber Music Society

Irish eyes keep on smiling March 19, 
when the Irish Comedy Tour hits Queens-
borough Performing Arts Center. 

Derek Richards, Mike McCarthy, 
Damon Leibert and Derrick Keane 
present what is being billed as a beer-
swilling night of politically incorrect 
fun, including Celtic tunes. 

The other end of European culture 
makes an appearance at QPAC March 

20 when the Moscow Festival Ballet 
dances “Giselle.”

Dubbed the ultimate Romantic bal-
let, “Giselle” revolves around a young 
village girl who falls in love with a 
man with a hidden agenda. When she 
discovers the deception, she dies of a 
broken heart, but that is not the end of 
her story. 

March 20 also brings the New Shang-

hai Circus to town when it performs at 
the Kupferberg Center for the Arts. 

This troupe of dancers and perform-
ing artists recreate the classic Chinese 
spectaculars dating back to the har-
vest festivals from 2,000 years ago. 

Back at Flushing Town Hall, the 
Queens College Chamber Orchestra 
presents a concert of classical and con-
temporary pieces on March 20. 

Music in March finishes up at Flush-
ing Town Hall with a multicultural 
show with Aurora and Zon del Barrio’s 
mix of Latin salsa and compositions 
from the African Diaspora played by a 
15-piece orchestra on March 25. 

Falu’s Bollywood Orchestra follows 
on March 26 at Flushing Town Hall 
with this Bollywood’s musical golden 
age on inventive modern style.  His vo-
cals will be backed by an orchestra of 
Eastern and Western instruments. 

Continued from Page 31 

WINTER 
ARTS

IF YOU GO
Flushing Town Hall

Where: 137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

Kupferberg Center for the Arts

Where: 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.org

Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center

Where: 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: qcc.cuny.edu

as hard.  We were given only a wine-
by-the-glass list, and had to plead 
for a list of their bottles.  Once we 
made our choice, the presentation 
of the wine was impeccable.  We 
were perplexed that they weren’t as 
aggressive about refilling our wine 
glasses as our tea cups.  

The dinner menu was a study 
in everything we gwai lo (non-
Chinese) love about Chinese food.  

For one thing, you can order 
from the dim sum menu any time 
of day, which we did.  We were re-
warded with delicate crab dump-
lings with pea sprouts in a rice 
wrapper.  The list is long, and 
we regret not having spotted the 
steamed dim sum platter which 
offers an assortment.

Of the soups we tried, shred-
ded duck with fish maw and 
crab meat and sweet corn soup, 
the shredded duck was the more 
memorable.  Soups are served in 
individual bowls here, not in big 
casseroles.

Sesame shrimp toast with 
foie gras was the star of our ap-
petizers, and perhaps the stand-
out of the meal.  You can’t go 
wrong with either shrimp toast 
or foie gras, and together they 
are dynamite.

There was something in the 
flavor of the stir fried beef rib eye 
stew that transported us back to 
the Cantonese restaurants of our 
youth.  The only difference is the 
quality of the meat is better here.  

Silver cod with Sha Cha sauce was 
wonderfully silken.  Truffle roast-
ed duck was a meeting of East and 
West with splendid results.

On the losing side of the bal-
ance sheet was Szechuan ma bo 
tofu, which lacked the heat and 
tingle the dish is known for.  Our 
other complaint was that none of 
the dishes were as piping hot as 
one expects at a Chinese restau-
rants.  Even the assiduously re-
filled teapot was a little tepid.

The Bottom Line
Brasserie du Dragon is like 

a much more elegant version of 
your old favorite neighborhood 
Chinese.  It is more expensive 
than the average Chinese restau-
rant, but not so much more as to 
make it unaffordable.  Compared 
to a comparably appointed Italian 
or French restaurant, it’s a bar-
gain.  It is fancy enough for a date, 
celebratory meal, or business 
meeting, and you can even book 
a private dining room.  It would 
make a great location for next 
year’s Jewish Christmas dinner.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant crit-
ic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining 
in America’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 32 

Dining Celebrate best of 
borough’s theater

The QGuide is seeking nominations for the 
2015 Queens Kudos theater awards. 

Send your nominations in the following cate-
gories: Outstanding Play, Outstanding Musical, 
Outstanding Director, Outstanding Costumes 
and Outstanding Set Design. 

There will also be awards for Outstanding 
Actor, Actress, Supporting Actor and Support-
ing Actress in both play and musical catego-
ries. 

Nominations will be accepted through Jan. 
31, 2016, and should be e-mailed to queensku-
dos@gmail.com. os@gma .co .

IF YOU GO
Brasserie du Dragon

135-20 39th Ave.
Flushing

(718) 670-7400
www.brasseriedudragon.com

Price Range: Appetizers: $3-$23, 
Entrees: $18-$29

Cuisine: Hong Kong style 
Chinese food

Setting: Handsomely decorated 
atrium in hotel

Service: Attentive service, limited 
English

Hours: Monday—Sunday, 
9 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

Reservations: Optional.  Phone 
or Open Table

Alcohol: Full Bar
Parking: In building with ticket 

validated by restaurant
Dress: Casual to dressy

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

In late March, Falu’s Bollywood Orchestra delivers a taste of Bollywood’s musical golden 
age to Flushing Town Hall.  Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Sangarita’s, a sister res-
taurant to successful tapas 
bars in Whitestone and Long 
Beach, is Bell Boulevard’s lat-
est ethnic cuisine addition.

The restaurant, co-owned 
by Joseph Loccisano and Vin-
cenzo Costanza, is offering its 
popular take on Spanish-style 
tapas in an upbeat and family-
friendly setting. 

Loccisano first started in 
the restaurant industry at 
the age of 12 as a busboy and 
is now involved with the team 
behind Sangria in Whitestone 
and Long Beach as well as Vil-
laggio in Whitestone. 

He first got the idea for a 
tapas restaurant while on va-
cation in Puerto Rico. After 
his first experience with the 
food, he fell in love with the 
concept and decided he would 
bring small-plate Spanish cui-
sine to Queens.

The menu at Sangarita’s 
pays homage to cooking from 
throughout Spain and the Lat-
in American world. The Cauli-
flower al Catalan features the 
vegetable with diced almonds 
and raisins drizzled with ex-
tra virgin olive oil, and their 
boquerones, small anchovies, 
come fresh from Spain and 
are prepared with olive oil and 
garlic. According to Locci-
sano, many of the restaurant’s 
ingredients are imported di-

rectly from Spain.
And then, of course, there 

are the sangrias which come 
in five different variations, 
and can all be imbibed free of 
alcohol. 

As for atmosphere, Locci-
sano says he wants to keep it 
upbeat and not too stuffy. 

“We like to play Latin-
America music, like Merengue 
and Bachata, just a little loud-
er than usual to give our place 

the vibe,”  Loccisano said.
He also plans to schedule 

flamenco performances to of-
fer diners live entertainment 
and to the cultural atmosphere 
of the restaurant.

Loccisano’s earlier ven-
tures throughout the borough 
were successful, so, for the 
Whitestone native, expansion 
to Bayside seemed natural. 

“I know all about Bell Bou-
levard and I thought it would 

be a good addition to the neigh-
borhood because there really 
isn’t really a restaurant like 
ours,” he said. 

“Before we went forward 
I asked around and people 
thought it was a great idea, 
and everyone was saying we’re 
kind of tired with the options 
we already have. So suddenly I 
realized that expanding would 
be a great opportunity to take 
a shot and to take a risk.”

So far, so good. 
Sangaritas is located at 40-

02 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361. 
Their phone number is (929) 
373-7105 and their website is 
www.sangaritas.com

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Business

Sangaritas is Bell Boulevard's newest ethnic cuisine addition. Courtesy of Sangaritas

Tapas hits new spot on Bell Blvd.
Sangarita’s brings taste of Spanish cuisine to Bayside’s thriving restaurant row

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am

Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 

Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person 
per professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Send information on 
your organization’s net-
working meetings, spe-
cial business conferenc-
es and other corporate 
news by e-mail to: 

kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com

Get listed
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

All Kathryn Gibson could 
do was sit and watch her 
teammates and the pain was 
much worse than anything 
she was feeling in her knee. 

With Gibson in the lineup 
Archbishop Molloy girls’ 
basketball squad was 8-1 to 
start last season, including a 
win over eventual state Fed-
eration Class AA champion 
Long Island Lutheran. They 
still excelled after she tore 
her ACL in January, but lost 
to Christ the King in the di-
ocesan title game and then 
again, this time by just seven 
points, in the CHSAA Class 
AA final. 

“I was starting to heat up 
right before my injury,” Gib-
son said. “I was starting to 
play better and I thought I 
was getting to my peak and 
then that injury. Not being 
able to play with my friends 
also was kind of hard.”

Stanners coach Scott La-
gas still believes Gibson’s 
shooting stroke and poise 
was the missing piece that 
would have gotten his club 
over the hump.

“I think so,” he said. “I 
definitely think so”

It is the main reason Gib-
son said that emotional pain 
from the injury far outweighs 
the physical. She called it the 
hardest thing she’s ever gone 
through in her life. 

Now, her body has healed 
and she is currently going 
about showing what Molloy 
missed last season. Gibson is 
back making a major impact 
for the Stanners. 

“I just wanted to prove 
to myself that I’m the same 
player,” Gibson said. “I’m 
going to put it all out. It’s my 
senior year. I’m going to put it 
all out on the floor.”

She is Molloy’s most expe-
rienced player at the moment 
and is leading the team both 
on and off the court. Gibson 
began the year, averaging 
over 24 points per contest 
over the first four games. She 
can shoot the three and has 
good-enough court vision to 
find open teammates. 

Gibson has had to score 
less, now that the rest of the 
Molloy’s roster is finding its 
confidence. She still makes 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Royals are the kings 
of Queens football, thanks to 
their best season in a dozen 
years. 

Christ the King went unde-
feated in the regular season 
before losing a heartbreaker 
in its first CHSFL Class AA 
final since 2003. Holy Cross 
held its own in the “AA” un-
der first-year head coach Tim 
Smith.

Campus Magnet was much 
improved, but just missed out 
on a playoff spot in the PSAL’s 
top league. Bayside, Jamaica, 
John Adams and Springfield 
Gardens were some of the best 
clubs in the PSAL Bowl Con-
ference, with Jamaica reach-
ing the semifinals. 

Here are the players who 
were a big part of all of it and 
the best in Queens:   
All-Queens Player of the 

Year: David Navas, Christ the 
King

Christ the King’s offensive 
attack was versatile, but Na-
vas was the guy who made it 

all go. The cool-headed senior 
led two game-winning drives 
and made sure all of the team’s 
weapons were used effectively. 
Navas completed 57 percent of 
his passes for 1,208 yards and 
12 touchdowns to just two in-
terceptions. 
All-Queens Coach of the 

Year: Jason Brown, Christ the 
King

Brown has accomplished in 
three years what others have 
struggled to do—make Christ 
the King a consistent winner. 
The Royals won the CHSFL 
AA regular season title and 
reached their first “AA” title 
game in 12 years, thanks to the 
discipline and accountability 
Brown has brought. The fu-
ture is even brighter.

First Team 
OL/DL Stephen Barongi,
Holy Cross 

The senior was the anchor 
of both of the Knights’ lines on 
one of the top defensive teams 
in the CHSFL. Barongi made 
a team-leading 55 tackles. He 
also had four sacks, recovered 

a fumble and blocked a field 
goal.  
QB/DB Tajmaleeak Beckett, 
Flushing

Flushing took a step back 
in other areas, but the pass-
ing game wasn’t one of them, 
thanks to Beckett. The senior 
completed 63 percent of his 
passes for 1,326 yards and 
eight touchdowns. He also ran 
for 159 yards and two scores. 
RB/DB Giovanni Paul 
Downie, Christ the King

The senior was a versatile 
player for the Royals. He was 
a playmaking defensive back, 
one of its top rushers and a 
pass catcher. Downie compiled 
633 all-purpose yards and 10 
rushing touchdowns. 
RB/SS Aaron Griffin, 
Holy Cross

The speedy Griffin was 
the Knights’ most productive 
offensive player. The senior 
posted 1,097 all-purpose yards, 
including 841 on the ground. 
Three of his five touchdowns 
came in a 246-yard perfor-
mance against Chaminade. 

Continued on Page 41Continued on Page 41

Christ the King quarterback Davis Navas (r.) is the All-Queens Football Player of the Year. 
Photo by Steven Scnibbe

Kathryn Gibson of Archbishop Molloy is making a big impact after 
tearing her ACL last season.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Football’s fi nest
TimesLedger picks this season’s Queens gridiron heroes

Molloy’s Gibson back 
after ACL tear injury
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The key to St. John’s season 
isn’t its star players, but the 
rest of its roster.

That group and its numer-
ous underclassmen continue 
to show growth as the Red 
Storm women’s basketball 
team heads into Big East play 
with their eyes on a confer-
ence title and an NCAA tour-
nament berth that eluded it 
last year. There is no reason to 
think that won’t get there.

“They are coming along 
and giving us the best efforts 
they can,” senior guard Dan-
aejah Grant said. “As they con-
tinue to get more experience 
on the floor, they will be really 
good.”

She and backcourt mate 
Aaliyah Lewis have been as 
close to givens as you can ask 
for during a 9-2 start, outside a 
loss to Duquesne. The duo is av-
eraging around 19 points and 
five rebounds per game each. 

Forward Jade Walker has also 
stepped up with Sandra Udobi 
day to day with a back injury 
to the tune of 12.2 points and 
5.6 rebounds a contest.

But there have been small-
er contributions that mean 
even bigger things. That was 

evident in a win over Fairfield 
that closed out St. John’s non-
league slate. Sophomore Imani 
Littleton, a 6-foot-3 forward, 
has taken steps forward after a 
quiet first season. She is start-
ing in place of Udobi, scoring a 
little bit more, but more impor-

tantly averaging just over four 
rebounds per game. Littleton 
had eight boards against the 
Stags.

Three-point shooting still 
isn’t St. John’s strong point, 
but it has improved in that 
area with Crystal Simmons 

slowly gaining confidence and 
the addition of Akina Wellere, 
who is a threat from behind 
the arc.   

“Being able to watch Crys-
tal and Imani is great,” St. 
John’s Coach Joe Tartamella 
said. “They have both been 
giving us great moments this 
year. Last year we didn’t have 
a ton on our bench and I feel 
very comfortable with our en-
tire roster this year.”

Though its a cliché, it will 
take everyone to bring home 
a Big East title and earn St. 
Jophn’s its sixth NCAA tour-
nament berth in seven years. 
As good as Handford and 
Grant are, they have been un-
able to do it alone. St. John’s 
lost in the conference final 
two years ago and in the semi-
finals last season. A deep sup-
porting cast is there for them 
to develop and they know it.

“They are coming along 
and giving us the best efforts 
they can,” Grant said. “As they 
continue to get more experi-
ence on the floor, they will be 
really good.”

They have been good 
enough so far. Being better 
will mean great things for St. 
John’s.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Wesley Nelson will know 
better next time.

The Construction coaching 
staff has been trying to get its 
star guard to stop finger rolling 
and take a regular layup when 
driving down the middle of the 
lane. The senior went back to 
his old habit with a chance to 
go ahead of Paul Robeson in 
the closing seconds. 

The ball rolled out.
“I would have just laid it 

up,” Nelson said if he had to do 
it over again. “I would never 
have tried to finger roll it.”

Nelson’s final half-court 
heave at the buzzer hit the 
front of the rim to finish the 
Red Hawks boys’ basketball 
team’s 62-59 loss to Robeson 
at the Brooklyn Bridge Holi-
day Classic at Paul Robeson 
Sunday. Nelson, who scored a 
game-high 15 points, will also 
have another reason not to re-
peat the feat again. 

“He owes us some suicides,” 
Construction coach Cory 
Semper said. “Every time he 

misses when he finger rolls, he 
owes us suicides. That’s some-
thing we have been trying to 
get him out of.” 

Nelson wasn’t the main 
reason his team lost, however. 
Construction hadn’t played 
or practiced since Dec. 22, ac-
cording to Semper. It led to a 
sluggish start that saw the Red 
Hawks (10-2) trail 18-12 after 
one quarter and 31-25 at the 
break. Construction struggled 
to make shots and had to ad-
just to attacking Robeson for-
wards Issac Konte and Israel 
Farrington. 

Construction looked more 
like itself after halftime. Im-
proved ball movement gained 
open looks for a team where 
all of its starters are a threat 
to score from the outside. But 
each Red Hawk run brought 
an answer from Robeson.

“We needed more inten-
sity,” senior guard Marcus 
Saint Furcy said. “We needed 
more energy. We needed to 
start moving the ball more.” 

Construction pulled within 
43-41 on a put-back by Bryson 

Bryant with 1:46 to play in the 
third. The Eagles scored the 
next six points to take an eight-
point lead into the final frame. 
Construction responded with 
its biggest push, a 10-0 run 
put them up 51-49 with 4:46 to 
play in the game. Again, seven 
straight points from Robeson 
had them back up by five with 
three minutes to play.      

“We never really got a 
chance to bite down on them,” 
Semper said. “We had a cou-
ple of opportunities, missed 
layups, missed free throws.”

Saint Furcy had 13 points 
for Construction, Micaiah 
Goosby 11 and Bryant 10. 
Keith Swinson, Rikky Degale 
and Farrington each dropped 
in 10 points for Robeson. 

A drive from Nelson cut the 
Robeson lead to 60-59 with 17.5 
seconds left. Two missed free 
throws from Jonathan Mur-
ray opened the door to steal 
the game, but Construction 
saw it slam shut.  

“We just have to finish our 
game,” Nelson said. “We are 
right there. We have to fin-
ish.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Marcus Saint Furcy scored 13 points for Construction in a loss to Robeson.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Red Storm sophomore Imani Littleton has taken a big step forward in her second season.  
Photo Courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

After tough battle, Construction falls to Robeson

Better bench key to SJU reaching goals
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WR/DB Bryan Mariner, 
Campus Magnet

Mariner was the best play-
maker in the borough. The 
senior threw a touchdown, ran 
for four, caught three and also 
returned a kick for a score. He 
compiled 1,207 yards of total 
offense and also made 16 tack-
les on defense. 
QB Que Raun Mosby, 
Campus Magnet 

The dual threat was a ma-
jor headache for opposing 
defenses in his second year 
under center for Campus Mag-
net. The senior threw for 541 
yards and five touchdowns 
and ran for 100 yards and five 
more scores. 
RB/LB Siddiq Muhammed, 
Christ the King 

Muhammed was the most 
explosive and physical of the 
Royals’ running backs. The ju-
nior ran for 403 yards in eight 
games and scored a team-
leading 11 touchdowns to help 
Christ the King win the CHS-
FL “AA”’ regular season title. 
RB/LB Jeremiah Nelson, 
Holy Cross

Nelson was the heart and 
soul of the Holy Cross team 
and one of its unquestioned 

leaders. The senior posted 468 
all-purpose yards and three 
touchdowns. He also made 36 
tackles on defense and collect-
ed an interception.  
WR Tosin Oyekanmi, Christ 
the King

Oyekanmi’s performance 
and impact improved each 
week. He was good for a deep 
ball or a key first-down grab. 
The junior caught 30 passes 
for 674 yards and eight touch-
downs for the Royals. 
CB Brent Priester, 
Christ the King 

The super-athletic senior 
was all over the field for an 
underrated Christ the King 
defense. Priester made a team-
leading 10 tackles per game, 
including 11 in the “AA” title 
game. He also had two sacks.
OL/DL Lorenzo Worrell, 
Christ the King

Worrell was one of the top 
linemen in the CHSFL, period. 
The senior anchored the offen-
sive line that was the backbone 
of the Royals vaunted running 
game. He also made 71 tackles, 
including nine sacks. 

Honorable mention
QB Shariff Abukari, Bayside
RB A.J. Hoy, 
St. Francis Prep
RB Christopher Clarke, 
Springfield Gardens

RB/LB Ahmad Fernandez, 
Christ the King  
RB Garfield McDonald, 
Jamaica 
DL Justin Pierre Louis, 
Campus Magnet
DB/WR Benjamin Obikoya, 
Jamaica
OL Jason Mohr, Holy Cross  
RB/SS Dayshawn Small. 
Long Island City 
LB Donte Snell, Holy Cross
QB/DB Joshua Timmer, 
Beach Channel
DE Joshua Varner, 
Campus Magnet 
WR Elijah Walcott, Bayside
LB/OL Cashane White, 
Beach Channel
OL Nick Zovich, St. Francis 
Prep

Football
the big play when needed, 
including a huge 3-pointer 
to seal a win over Immacu-
late Heart Academy at the 
Francis Lewis Winter Ball. 
The Stanners are off to an 8-1 
start this season. 

“I love her,” said junior 
wing Jenna Mastellone. 
“She is always talking on the 
court”

Communication is more 
important, with plenty of 
faces new to the varsity and 
a new offense to learn. Lagas 
is appreciative of how Gibson 
has helped ease the process.   

“She is a great communi-

cator,” the coach said “Her 
teammates like her and she 
communicates with the team. 
She has had to.”

Gibson will only improve 
as she gets more games under 
her belt, which could result in 
more success for Molloy. The 
team wins at the same level 
as last year’s if you ask the 
Stanners. Gibson is happy to 
be apart of it this time.

“We realized people un-
derestimated us because we 
lost an Aryn [McClure], a 
Kaitlyn [Mahon] and Emer 
[Moloney],” Gibson said. “We 
can still compete high with 
all these teams.”

Less then a year after her 
injury, so can she.  

Continued from Page 39

Molloy
Continued from Page 39

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.
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filed with the state Board of 
Elections during his 2014 cam-
paign for office.

The contributors listed on 
that report—Arwin 88th Street 
LLC, Briar Hill Realty LLC, 
Columbus 60th Realty LLC 
and East 46th Realty LLC—are 
each associated with differ-
ent real estate developments 
registered with Glenwood’s 
New Hyde Park office at 12-00 
Union Turnpike.

Other Glenwood-linked 
corporations gave Gianaris  at 
least $27,500, according to dis-
closure reports. 

Columbus 60th Realty LLC 
contributed $10,000 to Gia-
naris’ 2012 campaign. Tribeca 
North End LLC contributed 
$2,500 in 2012 and $5,000 in 
2013. And River York Barclay 
LLC gave Gianaris another 
$10,000 in 2014. Each of those 
corporations is also linked to 
Glenwood’s New Hyde Park 
office.

Avella’s and Gianaris’ offic-
es said they would respond to 
questions about the financial 
contributions from Glenwood, 
but the TimesLedger did not 
receive comments before the 
deadline despite repeated re-
quests.

Avella was abruptly re-
moved as chairman of the Sen-
ate Ethics Committee in May 
and reassigned to be the chair-
man of the Senate’s Children 
and Families Committee. 

The Senate Ethics Commit-

tee has not formally convened 
in at least six years. The New 
York Post reported Avella lost 
the chairmanship of the Eth-
ics Committee when he tried 
to convene a pubic meeting. 

Avella told the TimesLedg-
er he would propose a series of 
ethics reforms in the Senate in 
January, although he is no lon-
ger on the committee.

State Sen. Phil Boyle (R-
L.I.), who is also on the Ethics 
Committee, received about 
$105,000 in campaign contri-
butions from Glenwood LLCs 
in the past three years, accord-
ing to state records.

The three senators join 
Mayor Bill de Blasio among 
the elected officials who have 
obtained contributions from 
Glenwood, which came to light 
during the corruption trials of 
Silver and Skelos.

The mayor has vowed to 
give the roughly $20,000 he re-
ceived back to Glenwood and 
the city Campaign Finance 
Board.

The amount each of those 
politicians received pales in 
comparison to the $1.2 million 
in campaign contributions 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo got from 
the Glenwood companies in 
the last three years, according 
to disclosure filings. 

The criminal complaint 
filed against Silver accused 
him of using his position and 
political clout to steer develop-
ers, including Glenwood, to a 
law firm in exchange for com-
missions. Criminal charges 
were brought against Skelos 
earlier this year for accepting 

contributions from Glenwood 
in exchange for tax breaks and 
perks for his son. 

The contributions to Avel-
la’s and Gianaris’ campaigns 
were made before Glenwood 
became embroiled in corrup-
tion charges with Skelos and 
Silver.

Glenwood’s contributions 
did not follow any particular 
pattern with political party af-
filiation. 

Since 2001, Glenwood has 
made millions of dollars in 
contributions via the LLC 
loophole to other Queens leg-
islators such as state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith — a Democrat in south 
Queens who was convicted of 
corruption charges involving 
bribery — state Assemblymen 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) and David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), state As-
semblywoman Michele Titus 
(D-Far Rockaway), Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) and several more.

The contributions made by 
Glenwood-linked LLCs have 
been steadily increasing over 
the past three years, accord-
ing to the watchdog group 
Common Cause.

Common Cause said the 
rise in Glenwood contribu-
tions from $1.1 million in con-
tributions in 2008 to over $2.5 
million in 2014 is unusual, 
but should not implicate the 
elected officials who accepted 
the campaign funds of wrong-
doing.

and quickly transitioning 
the homeless into permanent 
housing, DHS is part of the 
problem,” she said. 

Chu gave an example from 
the department’s executive 
budget that the city spends 
about $3,800 a month for each 
room in the Pan American 
Hotel, 79-00 Queens Blvd., 
that it uses for temporary 
housing — about twice the 
price of market-rate one- and 
two-bedroom housing.

And in consideration of 
the many building and fire 
code violations at shelters 
that resulted from a city De-
partment of Investigation re-
port in the spring, Chu said 
DHS should not be paying 
landlords full rent, but should 
impose penalties on failing 
shelters and invest more in 
permanent housing.

But housing permanency 
is one of several goals in 
DHS’s ongoing operational 
plan — with the major inten-
tion of moving people out of 
shelters and into permanent 
housing.

Former DHS Commis-
sioner Gilbert Taylor said the 
department’s current fund-
ing had helped it move 38,000 
people out of shelters, includ-
ing 15,000 to permanent hous-
ing. 

But Taylor said the pri-

ority in the city should be 
preventing homelessness, so 
temporary housing is not as 
much of a need.

“It is important to under-
stand that large economic 
forces have affected New 
York City, and now we are 
faced with the results of pro-
nounced economic inequal-
ity.” told the forum.

Citing a census of the 
shelter system’s population 
— estimated at 57,000 people 
— and that one in five city 
residents lives below the pov-
erty line, Taylor said the new 
funding over the next four 
years would go a long way to 
preventing many families’ 
needs for shelters.

 Taylor, who resigned in 
mid-December, was replaced 
by the agency’s human re-
sources administration com-
missioner, Steve Banks.

 After hearing the testi-
mony at the October forum, 
Avella said the department 
under the mayoral admin-
istration’s leadership has 
failed to address the growing 
homeless population.

“The next step for the 
Task Force on the Delivery of 
Social Services in New York 
City is to analyze the causes 
of and propose solutions to 
the homelessness crisis. I 
look forward to working with 
Commissioner Banks to re-
work DHS into an agency ca-
pable of servicing the home-
less population and stemming 
its rise,” Avella said.

the trees, but they should not be 
bagged. Any time trees are left 
curbside outside of the special 
collection window, they will 
be collected as garbage, the De-
partment of Sanitation said.

Artificial Christmas trees 
can be put out for recycling on 
regular recycling collection 
times year-round. 

Residents can also recycle 

their old Christmas trees 
at MulchFest 2016, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 9, 
and Sunday, Jan. 10.

MulchFest is a collabora-
tive effort between Sanitation, 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation and GreeNYC. 
Families simply have to take 
their old Christmas tree to any 
designated chipping station or 
drop-off location.

In Queens, the sites are the 
Oakland Gardens playground 
on the corner of 56th Avenue 

and Springfield Boulevard, 
Cunningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows, Captain Mario Fa-
jardo Playground in Flushing, 
Roy Wilkins Park in Jamaica, 
Brookville Park in Rosedale, 
Forest Park near Forest Park 
Drive and Woodhaven Boule-
vard, Juniper Valley Park in 
Middle Village, Travers Park in 
Jackson Heights, Hunters Point 
South Park, the GreenThumb 
and Land Restoration Project 
Compound in Long Island City 
or Astoria Park.

The next-door neighbor 
who wished to remain anon-
ymous said he knew little 
about the family, even though 
they had lived there for over 
20 years. He said Lee never 
moved away from home and 
went to community college 
for a little while, but most of 
his only experience with the 
young man was that he often 
had friends over in the back 
yard and they were rowdy.

“It took us by surprise 
that the boy had drugs on 
him,” one neighbor said. “His 
mother drives a Lexus, and 
they all kept to themselves, 
but I don’t know, the family 
always seemed very well off.”

Lee allegedly attempted to 
steal high-end watches from 
the Rolex boutique inside the 
Tourneau Jewelry store at 
the mall, the Nassau authori-
ties said.

A salesperson showed Lee 
an $18,000 watch, which he 
took while flashing a black 
semi-automatic handgun and 

then attempted to flee when a 
retired NYPD sergeant and 
mall security officer inter-
fered, according to witness 
testimony in the complaint.

The security officer, Ken 
Krug, grabbed the gun and 
accidentally fired it in a 
struggle with Lee, shooting 
a mall employee who was 
brought to the hospital but is 
now in stable condition, po-
lice said. 

Only one round was fired, 
because Krug was able to jam 
the gun during the struggle, 
Krumpter said. “Kenneth 
Krug’s actions can only be de-
scribed as heroic. He engaged 
in what was a life-and-death 
struggle,” he said.

The conflict was resolved 
when two more mall security 
guards and an NYPD inspec-
tor saw what was going on 
and intervened, according to 
the complaint.

Police said Lee did not 
take a personal vehicle to the 
mall, but were not aware of 
any accomplice who might 
have driven him.

 He was due back in court 
Wednesday.
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the workers describing posi-
tive interactions despite their 
relations being historically 
portrayed as tense. 

“They work together, they 
get along, they are able to find 
many creative ways about 
learning about each other’s 
language and culture,” Ve-
lasquez said. “Sometimes they 
also date each other, marry 

each other, have children to-
gether.”

Velasquez said that despite 
concerns workers expressed 
about working long hours and 
other workplace conditions, 
they seem to be well-adjusted, 
not really seeing their undocu-
mented status or not speaking 
English as impediments. Most 
of the workers have since re-
turned to their home countries 
or have changed jobs.

The  Latino workers learn 
Korean by coming up with a 

set of vocabulary words they 
use to speak with each other 
and their Korean co-workers, 
studying restaurant menus to 
learn Korean and even memo-
rizing Korean ingredients, she 
said. 

“What their world looks 
like and sounds like is very 
different from outside percep-
tions of what the immigrant 
should be doing: going to 
school, learning English, be-
coming a citizen,” she said.

Continued from Page 4 
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54


