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BY MADINA TOURE

A socio-linguist from Queens 
has a book coming out in 2017 
that explores inter-ethnic com-
munication between Latino and 
Korean immigrants in Flushing 
and Manhattan’s Koreatown. 

Karen Velasquez, assistant 
professor of cooperative educa-
tion at Antioch College in Ohio, is 
working on a book titled “Latino 
Immigrants in Koreatown, New 
York City: Transcending Cultur-
al and Linguistic Boundaries,” 
based on fieldwork research she 
conducted for her Ph.D. disserta-
tion at Columbia University. 

The book examines interac-
tions between Korean and Latino 

BY BILL PARRY

An off-duty NYPD cop 
saved the life of a suicidal 
man at the Queens Center 
mall in Elmhurst with a 
simple hug. Officer Chris-
tian Campoverde was shop-
ping with his wife and child 
around 2 p.m. Dec. 20 when 

he heard a man mumbling 
that he wanted to kill him-
self as he pushed his way 
up an escalator.

Sensing that something 
was wrong, Campoverde 
began to follow the man, 
but did not catch up to him 
until he had one leg over 
the side of a third floor bal-

cony railing. Campoverde 
reached the balcony area 
and grabbed the man’s 
waistband and began to ask 
him why he wanted to take 
his own life, according to 
the NYPD. 

That is when recent 
Crisis Intervention Team 

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will be able 
to tell the city Parks Depart-
ment what they want see in the 
neighborhood’s first official dog 
run, which will be built under 
the RFK Bridge at Hoyt Avenue 
North between 23rd and 24th 
streets. The public is invited to 
attend a visioning session at Bo-
hemian Hall, located at 29-19 24th 
Ave., Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.

The $1 million dollar project 
is the result of City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides’ (D-Asto-
ria) latest round of Participatory 
Budgeting, where his constitu-
ents chose which projects would 
be paid for with his discretionary 
funds. Constantinides allocated 

6BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Dozens of residents have collectively taken le-
gal action against the city to stop a set of Hollis 
apartment buildings from being used as perma-
nent affordable housing for more than 100 home-

Hollis residents head to court 
over housing for homeless vets

NYPD OFFICER CHRISTIAN CAMPOVERDE
Photo courtesy NYPD

Astorians get 
voice in design 
of new dog run

Book tracks Latino-Korean ties

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Suicide avoided with a hug

Prof from Queens 
compares cultures 

At a Kwanzaa celebration at Borough Hall in Kew Gardens, dancers from the Edge School of the Arts in 
Springfield Gardens performed a portion of Alvin Ailey’s famous “Revelations” and then posed with Borough 
President Melinda Katz. See story on Page 9. Photo byMichael Shain

GETTING THE KWANZAA SPIRIT

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com 

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
(718) 386-3014 

www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Digital 
CAMP GUIDE 

2016
Check it out on nyparenting.com
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Please join us for a
FREE seminar!

On facing those unexpected decisions 
when a loved one passes…

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016  
from 11:00 AM to 2:30PM

Hosted by:
HARDEN FUNERAL HOME

208-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, New York 11361

1:15 pm
Ronald Fatoullah  

& Associates
Estate Planning  

including Health Care  
Proxy and Wills

1:45 pm
Stephen Duer, 
Certified Presenter

“Your Life, Your Legacy”
The Benefits to Pre-
arranging a Funeral

12:30 PM LUNCH

11:00 am
Reverend  

Paul Y. Kim
St. Kevin RC Church Is 
Cremation Acceptable 

in the Catholic Church?

11:30 am
Marie Torres, 

from LiveOnNY 
Learning the Facts 

Regarding Organ and 
Tissue Donation

Author
A Donor Recipient Story

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!
DISCUSSION SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE…

Please RSVP at (718) 357-6100

This event is sponsored by
Your local Dignity Memorial® Funeral providers

Harden Funeral Home,  
Francis X. Hatton Funeral Home,

 
and Frederick Funeral Home.

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 
1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

BY GABRIEL ROM

Make Queens Safer, a 
grassroots street-safety 
advocacy organization, 
contends Queens is falling 
behind the other boroughs 
in reducing traffic injuries 
and fatalities over the past 
year.

The group’s statisti-
cal analysis of Queens’ 
progress in Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s signature traffic 
safety project Vision Zero 
finds that the borough is 
struggling with traffic en-
forcement and motorist 
injuries, according to a re-
port released this week.

Queens has faced a 2.3 
percent uptick in injuries 
to motorists and passen-
gers since 2013 and is now 
the only borough where 
injuries to drivers and pas-
sengers exceed 2013 levels, 
when Vision Zero began, 
the report said. Throughout 
the rest of the city injuries 
to motor vehicle occupants 
are down, declining by 7 
percent in Brooklyn and 
in 16 percent in Manhat-
tan. Queens also had a 9% 
increase in cyclist injuries 
compared to 2013.

“In five districts (Com-
munity Boards 1, 4, 7, 12 
and 13), implementation of 
Vision Zero has been par-
ticularly weak and action 
to jump-start street safety 

improvements is most ur-
gently needed,” the report 
said. 

Compounding the prob-
lem, several Queens neigh-
borhoods are seeing signif-
icantly fewer traffic tickets 
written for these violations 
by their local police pre-
cincts relative to 2013 lev-
els, the advocacy group 
said. The biggest declines 
occurred in the 109th and 
110th precincts, where tick-
eting was down by more 
than 30 percent, with the 
most significant drops in 
tickets for cell-phone use.

As part of the Vision 
Zero effort, NYPD received 
resources to hire additional 
traffic safety officers.  

“Based on the statistics 
presented here, there is 
little evidence that these 
greater workforce numbers 
are translating into greater 
enforcement on the ground.  
NYPD should provide an ac-
counting of how it is using 
its Vision Zero budget allo-
cations,” the report said.

Yet the report had some 
bright spots.

Since November 2014, 
there have been 69 overall 
traffic fatalities in Queens, 
down 26 percent from the 93 
people killed in 2013, the Vi-
sion Zero benchmark year. 
Citywide, there has been a 
21 percent decline in fatali-
ties. The downward trend 

points to the modest suc-
cess of Vision Zero’s second 
year. But in Queens there 
were nine traffic fatali-
ties during this November 
alone.

Some of the stars of the 
report included the 104th, 
107th, 108th and 112th pre-
cincts, which were com-
mended for reducing traffic 
injuries and increasing en-
forcement.

In October, Vision Zero 
came to the 104th Precinct. 
The city Department of 
Transportation, along with 
the officers of the 104th 
Precinct, conducted an 
educational and enforce-
ment initiative. In the sec-
ond week of the initiative, 
the precinct focused on en-
forcement, targeting haz-
ardous violations such as 
speeding, improper turns 
and texting while driving.

The report ended incon-
clusively:

“This analysis clearly 
raises more questions than 
it answers. It does not ex-
plain why injury or fatality 
rates are rising or falling 
in specific areas, or why en-
forcement patterns appear 
to be changing in certain 
ways.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Queens lags behind 
on Vision Zero stats

Mayor Bill de Blasio in July on the day work began on Vision Zero changes to Queens Boulevard. 
Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

As the city Parks De-
partment reviews permit 
applications from concert 
promoters hoping to use 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for large-scale music 
festivals this summer, the 
debate is growing louder. 
Several elected officials 
have spoken in favor of the 
festivals, while a number of 
civic associations, commu-
nity boards and the Queens 
Civic Congress voiced their 
concerns.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz has expressed 
her reservations to the 
de Blasio administration 
about renting public park-
land for paid-admission 
events.

“The merits—or lack 
thereof—of any existing 

individual application can-
not be fairly considered in 
the void of official policy 
on renting out our public 

parks,” Katz spokeswom-
an Sharon Lee said. “The 
borough president has met 
with five different inter-

ested parties, each of whom 
would like to rent the park 
next summer for various 
amounts of time.”

AEG Live, Madison 
Square Garden, Live Na-
tion,  and Founder’s Enter-
tainment have been pub-
licly mentioned as possible 
promoters.

 Of those, Goldenvoice, 
a division of AEG Live, ap-
pears to have the most solid 
support for its Panorama 
Music Festival, planned for 
the weekend of June 17. U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) and sev-
eral City Council members 
announced their support 
last week.

“The Panorama Mu-
sic Festival will provide a 
fantastic opportunity for 
Queens to take its rightful 
place as a New York City 

showcase,” Crowley said. “I 
am excited to help bring a 
world-class music, technol-
ogy, food and art festival to 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.”

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
said she was confident the 
festival would be a boon for 
Queens, while Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
said it would bring much 
needed jobs and tourism to 
the area.

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) called Golden-
voice a model partner for 
the community.

“They have been engag-
ing the community for the 
last two years,” she said. 
“Panorama’s producers 
listened to the community 
concerns and adjusted 

their application to reflect 
the communities’ desires.”

Organizers said Pan-
orama would provide a 
donation per paid ticket to 
the newly formed Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Alliance. Goldenvoice 
also pledged to hire local 
workers and support area 
businesses by working 
with restaurants and food 
trucks inside the event to 
showcase the “diverse and 
exceptional” cuisines in 
Queens.

As it does at the Coachel-
la Festival in Southern 
California, Goldenvoice 
will sponsor a three-day 
community medical clinic 
providing free health, den-
tal and vision services, ca-
pable of serving more than 
1,500 area residents.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The real estate devel-
oper at the focal point of the 
corruption trials of fallen 
Albany power brokers 
Sheldon Silver and Dean 
Skelos gave over $65,000 in 
campaign contributions 
to two state Senate Ethics 
Committee members from 
Queens since 2012, accord-
ing to state records.

Silver, the former Demo-
cratic Assembly speaker, 
and Skelos, the former Re-
publican majority leader 
of the Senate, were both 
convicted of trading legis-
lative favors for profit and 
personal gain.

The recent findings for 
the two Queens senators 
are but a small picture of 
hundreds of contributions 
made by Glenwood Man-
agement owner Leonard 
Litvin via a loophole in the 
state elections rules that 
allows limited-liability cor-
porations registered with a 
single entity to be treated 
as individual companies. 

Queens state Sens. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 

were on the Ethics Com-
mittee.

Four different $10,000 
contributions from four 
LLCs linked to Glenwood 
Management were report-
ed in Avella’s campaign 
finance disclosures filed 
with the state Board of 
Elections during his 2014 
campaign for office.

The contributors listed 
on that report—Arwin 88th 
Street LLC, Briar Hill Re-
alty LLC, Columbus 60th 
Realty LLC and East 46th 
Realty LLC—are each as-
sociated with different real 
estate developments regis-
tered with Glenwood’s New 
Hyde Park office at 12-00 
Union Turnpike.

Other Glenwood-linked 
corporations gave Gianaris  
at least $27,500, according 
to disclosure reports. 

Columbus 60th Realty 
LLC contributed $10,000 to 
Gianaris’ 2012 campaign. 
Tribeca North End LLC 
contributed $2,500 in 2012 
and $5,000 in 2013. And Riv-
er York Barclay LLC gave 
Gianaris another $10,000 
in 2014. Each of those cor-
porations is also linked to 

Glenwood’s New Hyde Park 
office.

Avella’s and Gianaris’ 
offices said they would re-
spond to questions about 
the financial contributions 
from Glenwood, but the 
TimesLedger did not re-
ceive comments before the 
deadline despite repeated 
requests.

Avella was abruptly re-
moved as chairman of the 
Senate Ethics Committee 
in May and reassigned to 
be the chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Children and Families 
Committee. 

The Senate Ethics Com-
mittee has not formally 
convened in at least six 
years. The New York Post 
reported Avella lost the 
chairmanship of the Ethics 
Committee when he tried to 
convene a pubic meeting. 

Avella told the 
TimesLedger he would 
propose a series of ethics 
reforms in the Senate in 
January, although he is no 
longer on the committee.

State Sen. Phil Boyle (R-
L.I.), who is also on the Eth-
ics Committee, received 
about $105,000 in campaign 

contributions from Glen-
wood LLCs in the past 
three years, according to 
state records.

The three senators 
join Mayor Bill de Blasio 
among the elected officials 
who have obtained contri-
butions from Glenwood, 
which came to light during 
the corruption trials of Sil-
ver and Skelos.

The mayor has vowed to 
give the roughly $20,000 he 
received back to Glenwood 
and the city Campaign Fi-

nance Board.
The amount each of 

those politicians received 
pales in comparison to the 
$1.2 million in campaign 
contributions Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo got from the Glen-
wood companies in the last 
three years, according to 
disclosure filings. 

The criminal complaint 
filed against Silver ac-
cused him of using his po-
sition and political clout to 
steer developers, including 
Glenwood, to a law firm in 

exchange for commissions. 
Criminal charges were 
brought against Skelos ear-
lier this year for accepting 
contributions from Glen-
wood in exchange for tax 
breaks and perks for his 
son. 

The contributions to 
Avella’s and Gianaris’ 
campaigns were made 
before Glenwood became 
embroiled in corruption 
charges with Skelos and 
Silver.

State Sens. Tony Avella (l.) and Michael Gianaris are among the long list of lawmakers who received-
political contributions from Glenwood Management, which played a role in the corruption trials of 
Sheldon Silver and Dean Skelos. Photo by Michael Shain

Glenwood gave to borough lawmakers’ campaigns

Support for music festival in park grows

Concert promoters are gaining support from elected officials 
for music festivals in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo by Mike Shain
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BY MADINA TOURE

The number of stores 
in Queens that are part of 
national chains increased 
by less than 1 percent over 
the past year, according to 
the Center for an Urban Fu-
ture. 

In the latest edition of its 
“State of the Chains” report, 
published Dec. 22, the center 
said the borough recorded 
an increase of 0.8 percent in 
chain stores between 2014 
and 2015, compared to a 5.3 
percent increase between 
2013 and 2014. 

The report, an annual 
ranking of the national re-
tailers with the most store 
locations in New York City, 
found that Queens had a 
net gain of 14 chain stores 
in 2015, increasing from 
1,735 stores in 2014 to 1,749 
stores in 2015. 

Of all the boroughs, 
Queens had the third-
highest percentage growth 
in chain stores. The Bronx 
had the highest percentage 
increase in the number of 

national retailers between 
2014 and 2015, at 3.3 percent, 
followed by Brooklyn at 2.6 
percent.

On the other hand, Man-
hattan and Staten Island 
had a decline in national 
retailers, with the number 
of chain stores decreasing 
by 0.1 percent in Manhat-
tan and 1.2 percent on Stat-
en Island.

But Queens still has the 
second-highest number of 
chain stores of all the bor-
oughs. With 1,749 chain 
stores in the borough, 
Queens only trails behind 
Manhattan, which has 
2,804 national retail stores. 

Queens has substantial-
ly more chain stores than 
Brooklyn, which has 1,633; 
the Bronx, which has 944; 
and Staten Island, which 
has 420. 

Several retailers ex-
panded significantly in 
Queens over the past year. 
Dunkin’ Donuts grew to 
171 stores in 2015 from 161 
in 2014. Sprint doubled the 
number of stores from nine 

in 2014 to 18 in 2015 and T-
Mobile added 12 stores over 
the last year, with the total 
rising from 51 in 2014 to 63 
in 2015. 

Some national retailers 
reduced their presence in 
the borough over the past 
year. RadioShack closed 12 
stores, bringing its number 
of stores down to 15 in 2015, 
compared to 27 the previous 
year. The number of CVS 
stores dropped to 36 in 2015, 
compared to 44 in 2014. 

The study indicated 
that there was a 1 percent 
increase in the number of 
chain stores across New 
York City in 2015, compared 
to the 2.5 percent gain in 
national retailers citywide 
between 2013 and 2014. 

The 300 retailers listed 
on last year’s ranking ex-
panded their footprint in 
the city from 7,473 stores 
in 2014 to 7,550 stores in 
2015, marking the seventh 
consecutive year there has 
been a net increase in the 
number of national chain 
stores in the five boroughs.

Growth of chain stores in Queens is slowing

T-Mobile has had a net gain of 12 stores in Queens over the last year.  Photo by Michael Shain 

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

York College – Parking Lot
Queens, NY 11451

SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd. & Liberty Ave.

All foam must bear the
 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!, Assembly Member 

Vivian E. Cook &
Council Member

Ruben Wills
Proudly Announce

FREE Styrofoam Collection  
drop-off event

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam?
Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers to a 
FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

LIFE Camp, a Queens-
based anti-violence organi-
zation, reported last week 
there were no shootings for 
365 days in its designated 
impact zone in South Ja-
maica, which falls under 
the 113th Precinct, to keep 
the peace in the neighbor-
hood. 

LIFE Camp’s South Ja-
maica impact zone is with-
in the boundaries of 111th 
and 118th Avenues between 
146th Street and Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard in South 
Jamaica.

Across the city, all ma-
jor crime has declined by 
2 percent, according to the 
NYPD’s Compstat data, 
when compared to 2014. Yet 
homicides have gone up by 
5 percent and rape was up 
5.7 percent when compared 
to 2014.

According to the 113rd 
Precinct data, which cov-
ers neighborhoods in St. 
Albans, Hollis, Springfield 
Gardens, South Ozone 
Park, South Jamaica, Ad-
disleigh Park and Locust 
Manor, in the past year 
there has been a nearly 16 

percent decrease in overall 
crimes when compared to 
2014. 

In the entire 113th Pre-
cinct area, there were 22 
shooting so far this year 
compared with 30 shoot-
ings in 2014, a drop of 26 
percent.

The number of homi-
cides and rape incidents 
have held steady in 2015 
and 2014.  There were nine 
murders and 17 rapes each 
year, according to the most 
recent data from the 113th 
Precinct. 

For the last 13 years, 
Life (Love Ignites Freedom 
Through Education) Camp 
has served the greater Ja-
maica area in curbing gun 
and gang violence, aide in 
youth development and en-
gage in community mobili-
zation.  

“After losing so many of 
my friends to gun-violence, 
I made a commitment to 
help break the cycle. This 
achievement validates our 
core principle that peace is 
a lifestyle,” said Erica Ford, 
LIFE Camp founder. “The 
community is committed to 
working with us to foster a 
life-affirming culture that 

will enable it to prosper. 
Together, we will make it 
so that senseless shootings 
and other acts of violence 
become things of the past.”

LIFE Camp’s website 
said the organization en-
courages at-risk teens and 
young adults living in 
the community to reject 
guns as a means of resolv-
ing conflicts and embrace 
peace as a healthy alterna-
tive. Its volunteer members 
also intervene in the im-
mediate aftermath of shoot-
ings to de-escalate tensions 
between rival parties and 
dissuade them from retali-
ating.

“LIFE Camp’s efforts 
in South Jamaica have not 
only saved lives, but are 
also paving the way for an 
economic revival. As its 
area of focus in southeast 
Queens expands, so must 
the support it receives from 
the city,” Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-South Ozone 
Park) said.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

365 days with no shootings 
in area of South Jamaica

LIFE Camp’s founder Erica Ford (c) with Councilman Ruben Wills (r) announced there were no shoot-
ings for 365 days in a targeted area in South Jamaica.  Photo by Ruben Wills Office
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BY MADINA TOURE

The organizers behind a 
project seeking to improve 
access, circulation and con-
nectivity in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park hope to 
have their ideas heard as 
well as get community ad-
visers involved in the new 
board and alliance formed 
by the city in January.

In 2014, nonprofit De-
sign Trust for Public Space, 
the Queens Museum and 
the city Parks Department 
kicked off a proposal aiming 
to improve wayfinding and 
connectivity in the park. 

The first semester of a 
community design school, 
part of the proposal that 
helps 23 community advis-
ers learn about the park’s 
history and design, took 
place from December 2014 
through April.

In November, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) and Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver launched the Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Alliance. 

The alliance also has an 
independent Community 
Advisory Board, made up 
of community members 
from Queens. 

Jose Serrano-McClain, 
a community organizer for 
the Queens Museum, said 
they hope the community 
advisory board becomes 
part of the planning of the 
community design school’s 
next semester.

“The goal was always to 
make these three things, 
the people, the process and 
proposals that came out 
of the community design 
school to kind of be inher-
ited by the alliance and 
its community advisory 
board,” Serrano-McClain 
said.

The structure of the 
board and the community 
design school will be dis-
cussed at the board’s Janu-
ary meeting. 

“As the alliance and 
community advisory board 
come together, we are pres-
ent, we are there,” Serrano-
McClain said. 

In March, several pro-
posals came out of a com-
munity forum. An exhi-
bition was held April 12 

featuring the ideas.
One of the proposals is 

the “Sensory Space Play-
ground for All Children,” a 
play area targeting the five 
senses in the park’s under-
used open spaces and build-
ings.

The proposal turned 
into a series of events for 
children over the summer, 
highlighting the park’s 
assets and engaging com-
munity members on the 
potential future of the 
playground and bringing 
together people from the 
community design school, 
the New York Hall of Sci-
ence and INCLUDEnyc, an 
organization that empow-
ers young people with dis-
abilities as well as their 
families.

BY MADINA TOURE

Plans are underway for 
an open outdoor market in 
downtown Flushing. 

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce 
is exploring the feasibil-
ity of establishing the 
“Flushing Trading Post,” 
a weekly outdoor market 
offering locally grown 
and produced food and 
crafts, including organic 
vegetables from area 
farmers. 

The project has been in 
the works for the last two 
to three years, according 
to John Choe, the cham-
ber’s executive director. 

He said that while 
Flushing is not a food des-
ert compared to other New 
York City neighborhoods, 
the chamber still wants to 
ensure access to addition-
al products and services. 

“You can get relatively 
fresh food in Flushing at 
a relatively low cost, but 
what we’re concerned 
about is that people may 
not know where their food 
is coming from,” Choe 
said. “So if you know that 
food is coming from a lo-
cal farmer and the farmer 
explains how they grew 
(their) food, how they har-
vest it and what chemicals 
are used... that’s a lot more 
information than what 
people have now.”

The chamber is looking 
at several locations and is 
working with groups such 

as Green Earth Urban Gar-
den, GrowNYC, Harvest 
Homes and Just Food to 
figure out the needs of the 
neighborhood. The cham-
ber is circulating an on-
line survey to get a sense 
of what people would look 
for in an outdoor market. 

Although the specif-
ics of the market have not 
yet been determined, Choe 
said GrowNYC would like-
ly be the primary man-
ager of the market if the 
chamber works with the 
group and that the market 
would probably take place 
once a week from late May 
to early November. 

The proposed outdoor 
market is part of the cham-
ber’s larger goal of devel-
oping innovative methods 
and initiatives to assist 
Flushing residents. 

About five years ago, 
Choe and others founded 
the Flushing CSA (Com-

munity Supported Agricul-
ture), a volunteer coopera-
tive of Flushing residents 
that brings fresh, locally 
grown, organic produce to 
the community. 

The group has also 
taken part in the Flushing 
West redevelopment pro-
cess, which would clean up 
and rezone 60 acres on the 
Flushing waterfront and 
establish a planned com-
munity with waterfront 
access as well as housing 
and commercial space. 
 The chamber is working to 
ensure that the land is not 
only remediated but that 
the long-term development 
of Flushing contributes to 
positive health outcomes 
for people. 

The chamber is work-
ing to ensure that the 
Flushing waterfront is 
used for recreation as well 
as more green areas and 
open spaces, he said. 

Proposals to improve connectivity and wayfinding in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park will be discussed at an advisory board 
meeting. Photo by Michael Shain

Outdoor food market 
planned for Flushing

The Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce is currently 
developing an outdoor market for downtown Flushing. 

Photo by Steve Vazquez

Park organizers want 
to air their proposals



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 3, 2016

7

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY• 
BRACES-INVISALIGN• 
ORAL SURGERY• 
PERIODONTAL THERAPY• 
ROOT CANAL• 
IMPLANTS• 

DENTURES• 
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH • 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS• 
PORCELAIN VENEERS• 
SEDATION DENTISTRY• 

NITROUS OXIDE • 
ANESTHESIA
LASER DENTISTRY• 
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL • 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA• 

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES • 888-228-0687

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has released the 
final report on the current 
state of homelessness in the 
city, following a forum con-
vened by the Senate Task 
Force on the Delivery of So-
cial Services in New York 
City in October.

Policy analysts, city 
agency directors and advo-
cacy groups lined up in a se-
ries of panels at the forum, 
highlighting the city’s tac-
tics to provide a homeless 
census and attempts to put 
more families from its shel-
ter system into permanent 
housing.

Avella’s office said it 
would be releasing recom-
mendations for the city and 
state based on that testimo-
ny in the coming months.

One Queens civic direc-
tor’s testimony stood out 
against the city Department 
of Homeless Services’ new 
allocation of about $1 billion 
over the next four years in 
an attempt to move more of 
its shelter population into 
permanent subsidized or 
market-rate housing.

Jennifer Chu, who creat-
ed the civic group Elmhurst 
United out of concern for the 
growing number of home-
less people and in opposi-
tion to the city’s proposals 
for more homeless housing 
in Elmhurst, said throwing 
more money at temporary 
housing is only making the 
homeless issue worse.

“Although DHS is tasked 
with preventing homeless-
ness and quickly transi-
tioning the homeless into 
permanent housing, DHS 
is part of the problem,” she 
said. 

Chu gave an example 
from the department’s ex-
ecutive budget that the 
city spends about $3,800 
a month for each room in 
the Pan American Hotel, 
79-00 Queens Blvd., that it 
uses for temporary housing 
— about twice the price of 
market-rate one- and two-
bedroom housing.

And in consideration of 
the many building and fire 
code violations at shelters 
that resulted from a city De-
partment of Investigation 
report in the spring, Chu 
said DHS should not be pay-
ing landlords full rent, but 
should impose penalties on 
failing shelters and invest 
more in permanent hous-
ing.

But housing permanen-
cy is one of several goals in 
DHS’s ongoing operational 
plan — with the major in-
tention of moving people 
out of shelters and into per-
manent housing.

Former DHS Commis-
sioner Gilbert Taylor said 
the department’s current 
funding had helped it move 
38,000 people out of shelters, 
including 15,000 to perma-
nent housing. 

But Taylor said the pri-
ority in the city should be 
preventing homelessness, 

so temporary housing is not 
as much of a need.

“It is important to un-
derstand that large eco-
nomic forces have affected 
New York City, and now we 
are faced with the results of 
pronounced economic in-
equality.” told the forum.

Citing a census of the 
shelter system’s popula-
tion — estimated at 57,000 
people — and that one in 
five city residents lives be-
low the poverty line, Taylor 
said the new funding over 
the next four years would 
go a long way to preventing 
many families’ needs for 
shelters.

 Taylor, who resigned 
in mid-December, was re-
placed by the agency’s hu-
man resources administra-
tion commissioner, Steve 
Banks.

 After hearing the testi-
mony at the October forum, 
Avella said the department 
under the mayoral admin-
istration’s leadership has 
failed to address the grow-
ing homeless population.

“The next step for the 
Task Force on the Deliv-
ery of Social Services in 
New York City is to analyze 
the causes of and propose 
solutions to the homeless-
ness crisis. I look forward 
to working with Commis-
sioner Banks to rework 
DHS into an agency capable 
of servicing the homeless 
population and stemming 
its rise,” Avella said.

Avella releases report 
on state of homeless

Sen. Tony Avella releases a Senate report on the state of homelessness in the city based on testimo-
ny given at a forum in October.
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$500,000 towards the proj-
ect, which was matched by 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz along with some addi-
tional funding from state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria).

“This scoping meeting 
will bring the community 
together to discuss the de-
sign of Triboro Lot C, in-
cluding the dog run and ad-
joining basketball court,” 
Constantinides said. “We 
encourage everyone who 
has suggestions about how 
they envision the site to 
attend and give feedback. 
I look forward to working 
with the Parks Department 
and the community as this 
process moves forward.”

Some of the topics that 
will be considered during 
the visioning session in-
clude the separation of big 
and small dogs, where to 
place the water sources and 
what type of fencing should 
be used. Once the design 
is agreed upon, Constan-

tinides said, the construc-
tion of the dog run will be 
completed in two years.

Once built, Community 
Board 1, the Astoria Dog 
Owners Association and 
the Old Astoria Neighbor-
hood Association will be 
in charge of the park’s up-
keep.

“Currently, the best op-
tions have been the street 
or Astoria Park during off-
leash hours,” Old Astoria 
Neighborhood Association 
President Richard Khuzami 
said. “There’s also Bugsy’s 
Dog Run next to the park. 
George ‘Tex’ Cruikshank 
has done a great job main-
taining it for more than 20 
years, but physical deterio-
ration has it falling into the 
river.”

Bugsy’s Dog Run was 
also prone to flooding and 
noise complaints from 
nearby homeowners.

“It’s also in the way of 
the future waterfront prom-
enade the city is planning to 
go with all the development 
on Hallets Peninsula,” Khu-
zami said. “If the new dog 
run had been placed in As-

toria Park, we would have 
lost the off-leash hours and 
a good many park-goers 
prefer that. That’s why we 
favored this new location.”

Khuzami is urging his 
members to attend the vi-
sioning session and con-
tribute their ideas.

“Scoping meetings al-
low us to get direct input 
from park users on how 
to design a space that will 
meet their needs,” Queens 
Parks Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski said. “We 
look forward to hosting this 
meeting with Council mem-
ber Constantinides and we 
are hoping for a large turn-
out.”

Astoria has one of the 
highest pet populations in 
the borough, along with 
Middle Village, according 
to a 2012 study by the New 
York City Economic Devel-
opment Corp.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

immigrants in Korean food 
businesses around Queens 
and Manhattan, looking 
at how the workers use 
language to communicate, 
accomplish work together 
and negotiate their posi-
tions in the workplace. The 
idea came from her inter-
views with Mexican work-
ers at a Greek restaurant in 
Astoria.

From 2012 to 2014, Ve-
lasquez interviewed and 
spent time with 30 workers, 
26 of whom were Mexican 
and the rest from Guate-
mala and Ecuador.

“It’s (the book) more 
highlighting some more of 
the story aspects, the expe-
riences of being a learner 
myself who is learning Ko-
rean through these Lati-
nos,” she said. 

She recently spoke at a 
salon hosted by the Great-
er Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce about Latino 
and Asian immigrants in 
Flushing Dec. 18.

Born in Elmhurst to Co-
lombian parents, Velasquez 
lived in Elmhurst, Corona, 

Jackson Heights and For-
est Hills before her family 
moved to Long Island when 
she was 8 years old. She 
moved to Flushing to work 
on her dissertation. 

Velasquez received her 
bachelor’s degree in an-
thropology and sociology at 
Fordham University and a 
Master of Education degree 
in international education-
al development and a Ph.D. 
in anthropology and educa-
tion at Columbia Univer-
sity’s Teachers College. 

Roughly half of the work-
ers Velasquez interviewed 
worked in Koreatown in 
Manhattan, while the other 
half worked in Flushing.

Koreans and Latinos 
have been working together 
since the 1980s, Velasquez 
said, with the workers de-
scribing positive interac-
tions despite their relations 
being historically por-
trayed as tense. 

“They work together, 
they get along, they are 
able to find many creative 
ways about learning about 
each other’s language and 
culture,” Velasquez said. 
“Sometimes they also date 
each other, marry each oth-
er, have children together.”

Velasquez said that de-
spite concerns workers ex-
pressed about working long 
hours and other workplace 
conditions, they seem to 
be well-adjusted, not really 
seeing their undocumented 
status or not speaking Eng-
lish as impediments. Most 
of the workers have since 
returned to their home 
countries or have changed 
jobs.

The  Latino workers 
learn Korean by coming 
up with a set of vocabulary 
words they use to speak 
with each other and their 
Korean co-workers, study-
ing restaurant menus to 
learn Korean and even 
memorizing Korean ingre-
dients, she said. 

“What their world looks 
like and sounds like is very 
different from outside per-
ceptions of what the im-
migrant should be doing: 
going to school, learning 
English, becoming a citi-
zen,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Dog run

Continued from Page 1 

Cultures

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The seven-day celebra-
tion of Kwanzaa, now draw-
ing to an end, is a holiday 
observed by American black 
communities to practice 
moral principles and to hon-
or their African heritage.

The borough president’s 
African American Heri-
tage Committee got togeth-
er to host Borough Hall’s 
second-annual Kwanzaa 
celebration Monday, on the 
third night of the holiday.

There are seven princi-
ples of Kwanzaa, each rep-
resented by a different day 
and by a different candle on 
the Kinara.

The third night — when 
about 70 people of all dif-
ferent ethnic backgrounds 
gathered at Borough Hall 
— represents the principle 
of “ujima,” calling on peo-
ple to build and maintain 
their community and solve 

problems together.
As Queens marked the 

holiday, Borough President 
Melinda Katz said the prin-
ciple up for reflection that 
day could not have been 
more fitting.

“Kwanzaa symbolizes 
tradition — a tradition that 
connects us and binds us to 
kinship and our history,” 
Katz said. “Kwanzaa also 
allows us to invite others 
to learn about our customs 
and that is why we are here 
today because we are the 
borough of Queens — 130 
languages spoken in our 
school system and over 120 
countries right here.  We 
celebrate our diversity and 
we celebrate it together.

The other six principles 
of Kwanzaa — “umoja” 
meaning unity, “kujich-
agulia” meaning self-deter-
mination, “ujamaa” mean-
ing cooperative economics, 
“nia” meaning purpose, 

“kuumba” meaning cre-
ativity and “imani” mean-
ing faith — each tied to par-
ables and encourage people 
to examine and build their 
character all year long.

“These are universal 
values that can cross cul-
tures, cross ethnic ties and 
gives us something that 
relates to African tradi-
tions,” African American 
Heritage Committee Chair-
man Andrew Jackson said. 
“It’s about celebrating all 
of the hard work of this 
year, and you’re preparing 
yourself for all of the hard 
work for next year. It’s not a 
replacement for Christmas 
— it’s non-heroic, non-polit-
ical and non-religious, so it 
doesn’t exclude people.”

Jackson has been putting 
together an annual Kwan-
zaa celebration for 35 years 
at the Langston Hughes 
Community Library in Co-
rona, where he serves as the 

executive director.
In celebration of Kwan-

zaa at Borough Hall, Jack-
son conducted a libation 
ceremony and lighting of 
the Kinara. Girls of the 
Edge School of the Arts 
dance group based in Lau-
relton performed “The Day 
is Past and Gone” as an 
homage to the late black 
choreographer and activist 
Alvin Ailey.

Kwanzaa was originally 
created in 1966 by Maulana 
Karenga, a black American 
professor, author and activ-
ist most notably as part of 
the Black Power movement 
of the ‘60s and ‘70s. 

The language used for 
Kwanzaa, the seven prin-
ciples and the correlated 
parables derives from the 
East African language of 
Swahili, although the holi-
day itself is only celebrated 
among American black 
people. 

Borough Hall celebrates Kwaanza on third night
Diverse Queens residents turn out for seven-day holiday to honor African hertiage in America

Adjoa Gzifa (l.), director at LaGuardia Community College/
Workforce Education Center, and Andrew Jackson, executive di-
rector of the Langston Hughes Community Library, collabo-
rate on Borough Hall’s Kwanzaa celebration Monday.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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training kicked in.
Campoverde said, “Is it 

OK if I give you a hug. Do 
you want a hug?”

The man replied yes and 
Campoverde wrapped his 
arms around the man and 
pulled him to safety where 
he was taken by EMS for 
psychiatric evaluation.

The NYPD’s Crisis Inter-
vention Training is a pro-
gram that teaches officers 
on how to recognize signs 
of mental illness, respond 
to such calls and empathize 
with someone in the throes 
of crisis. Campoverde, 
a three-year veteran as-
signed to the 40th Precinct 
in the Bronx, underwent 
the training one week prior 
to the Queens Center mall 
rescue.

“I just saw somebody 
who needed help,” Campov-
erde said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Cop hug
less veterans, according 
to Queens Supreme Court 
records.

Over the past several 
months, community mem-
bers have gathered outside 
the six buildings at 202-02 
to 202-24 Hollis Avenue 
every Saturday to rally 
against more shelters com-
ing to their part of the bor-
ough.

The Hollis buildings, 
owned by Queens landlord 
Rita Starks, who has other 
properties in the borough, 
have sat empty for the last 
two decades. Stark leased 
the Hollis properties last 
year to a Manhattan-based 
firm, Bluestone Group, 
which has a history of 
reaching deals with non-
profit and city agencies 
behind closed doors.

Anthony Rivers, 
spokesman for People for 
the Neighborhood, a com-
munity advocacy group, 
filed a petition for a tem-
porary restraining order 
against any further action 
by the city on the Hollis 

apartment buildings
“This facility is a shel-

ter masked as permanent 
housing for homeless vet-
erans,” Rivers said in an 
interview. “If [the city] is 
going to subsidize these 
apartments, then the city 
has a very active role.”

Rivers said the reason 
behind the temporary re-
straining order is to pro-
tect the children in the 

area. 
“There is a high chance 

that out of the 90 homeless 
vets, there will be some 
suffering from mental ill-
ness,” he said. “There are 
four public schools, one 
private school, a day-care 
center, a library and a 
playground in the immedi-
ate area.”

According to court 
records, the petition for 

a temporary restraining 
order was granted Dec. 16 
by State Supreme Court 
Judge Kerry Kerrigan. 

In the petition, Rivers, 
who was the main petition-
er, wrote, “The community 
residents are fearful of the 
potential for violent acts 
against persons, particu-
larly neighborhood chil-
dren, property. The city of 
New York has not afforded 

the citizens of this com-
munity the opportunity or 
rights to be heard on this 
issue.”

Even though the Hollis 
Avenue property is pri-
vate, Rivers said once the 
city became involved, us-
ing public funds to support 
the homeless veterans, it 
became a public issue.

Rivers said the city at-
tempted to appeal the tem-
porary restraining order 
in a Manhattan court, but 
the appellate judge upheld 
the decision.  

Rivers, who served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps 
from 1984 until 1988, said 
no one was against veter-
ans.

 “If this was 10 to 20 
men, maybe it would not 
be an issue,” he said. “But 
this facility could cause 
this neighborhood irrepa-
rable harm. Let’s be real-
istic.” 

The next court date 
is scheduled for Jan. 5 at 
Queens Supreme Court. 

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

In November, Anthony Rivers, spokesman for People for the Neighborhood, a community advoca-
cy group, took photos of city vans showing homeless veterans the apartments at the empty Hollis 
apartment buildings.  Photo by Anthony Rivers





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
3,

 2
01

6
12


	03.queens.p02
	03.queens.p03
	03.queens.p04
	03.queens.p05
	03.queens.p06
	03.queens.p07
	03.queens.p08
	03.queens.p09
	03.queens.p10
	03.queens.p11
	03.queens.p12



