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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The last time Johnny Hincapie 
remembers sitting inside the Blue 
Bay Diner in Bayside was in April 
or May of 1990, just a few months 
before police officers would pick 
him up from his nearby home on 
the corner of 15th Road Extension 
 .  They told his mother, Maria 
Hincapie, they would bring him 
back. 

Hincapie did not come home 
for 25 years.  

In 1991, after a seven-week tri-
al, Hincapie was convicted of tak-
ing part in the fatal subway rob-
bery of 22-year-old Brian Watkins, 
a Mormon tennis instructor from 
Utah. Hincapie was sentenced to 

BY GABRIEL ROM

The priciest homes in 
Queens aren’t where one 
might think. Forest Hills 
Gardens, not Long Island 
City or Douglas Manor, 
took the top spot with a me-
dian sale price of $1.3 mil-

lion, up from $1.1 million 
last year, according to a 
new report released by real 
estate metrics firm Proper-
tyShark.

The leafy hamlet, 
known for its pre-war Tu-
dor houses and posh tennis 
club, ranked 15th citywide 

and is the second-most 
expensive neighborhood 
outside of Manhattan, sur-
passed only by Dumbo in 
Brooklyn.

Malba, a small enclave 
near Whitestone, came 
in as the second-most ex-
pensive neighborhood in 

BY BILL PARRY

When the borough’s first med-
ical marijuana dispensary opens 
near the Queens Center mall in 
Elmhurst in the coming weeks, it 
will be the first in the world cer-
tified as kosher by the Orthodox 
Union. 

Vireo Health of New York, 
formerly known as Empire State 
Health Solutions, which will op-
erate the facility at 89-55 Queens 
Blvd., announced that all of the 
company’s products will carry 
the trademarked ‘OU’ symbol for 
the first time ever on medical 
cannabis products, including the 
company’s vaporization cartridg-
es, oils and capsules.

“Being certified kosher by the 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Despite a slight increase in murder and rape, 
overall crime in Queens has decreased by 6 per-
cent since 2014, according to the latest numbers 
released by the NYPD. Historic Forest Hills Gardens 

is Queens' priciest neighborhood. 
Photo by Michael Shain

Cannibas meds
will be kosher
at Queens site

Newly freed man returns home
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Forest Hills Gds. top nabe

Johnny Hincapie’s 
conviction voided

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Boro crime off 6 percent 
but murder, rape see rise 

Worshipers gather around a lamp, the Hindu symbol of knowledge, held by a priest. More than 5,000 people 
showed up to pray at the Flushing temple on New Year's Day. See more coverage on Page 3. 
                   Photo by Michael Shain  
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2 Queens Boulevard

bike lanes praised
BY BILL PARRY

 
When the new bike 

lanes along Queens Bou-
levard were recognized as 
being among the best in 
the country by the national 
cycling group People for 
Bikes, the de Blasio ad-
ministration and the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation were pleased. The 
lanes were installed this 
summer between Roosevelt 
Avenue and 73rd Street as 
the first phase of a $100 mil-
lion reconstruction project 
and they were selected by 
People for Bikes because of 
their location on the notori-
ously dangerous and heav-
ily trafficked roadway.

“Taming Queens Bou-
levard has been a top pri-
ority for the administra-
tion,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
spokesman Wiley Norville 
said. “The project really 
shows what’s possible when 
the city, local officials and 
communities come togeth-
er to make streets safe. We 
look forward to finishing 
the project as soon as pos-
sible.”

 City DOT Deputy Com-
missioner for Transporta-
tion Planning and Man-
agement Ryan Russo said, 
“We are thrilled that the 
community-driven Queens 
Boulevard phase 1 proj-
ect has been named one of 
America’s best new bike 
lanes. Not only has this 
corridor been made safe for 
cyclists, we are excited that 
it is more livable, walkable 
and even better for motor-
ists.”

When de Blasio came 
to Woodside in July to an-
nounce the $100 million 
redesign of Queens Bou-
levard, City Hall selected 
longtime street safety ad-
vocate Lizi Rahman to in-
troduce him. Though she 
is a Jamaica resident and 
Queens Boulevard comes 
nowhere close to her home, 
in Rahman’s case it comes 
closer to her heart.

In February 2008, her 
22-year-old son Asif, a poet 

and photographer, was 
riding his bike to work on 
Queens Boulevard when he 
swerved to avoid a double-
parked car and was struck 
and killed by a truck. When 
she went to the scene of the 
deadly collision on the bou-
levard’s service road at 55th 
Road in Elmhurst, Rah-
man was “shocked and sur-
prised” to see there were no 
bike lanes on the boulevard 
which has six lanes in each 
direction, while the city 
was installing bike lanes 
along single-lane roads.

“I truly believed that 
day that if there were a bike 
lane along Queens Boule-
vard my son would still be 
alive,” Rahman said. “From 
that day on I did everything 
I could to get a bike lane, so 
that no other mother would 
feel that pain. I began my 
advocacy for a bike lane in 
2008 but all of my prayers 
fell on deaf ears year after 
year.”

Rahman said she never 
got responses to letters sent 
to former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg or his DOT 
Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan.

“Then came Mayor de 
Blasio and his Vison Zero 
initiative,” Rahman said. 

“All the years of negativ-
ity and pessimism were 
replaced by action. Every-
thing happened so quick-
ly.”

Construction on the 
first 1.3-mile stretch of 
Queens Boulevard, where 
185 people have been killed 
since 1990, began in July 
with the installation of the 
5-foot-wide bike lanes in 
both directions, protected 
from cars by a 2-foot-wide 
buffer. In 2018, the DOT 
plans to install a more per-
manent version of the bike 
lanes.

When Rahman learned 
that just six months later 
after the construction 
began, People for Bikes 
named it the third-best new 
bike lane in the country. 

“I’m very happy about 
that,” she said. “I’m really 
excited to see how quickly 
the bike lanes are coming 
along.  It’s a real dream 
come true for me and I hope 
a lot of lives will be saved, 
Now I hope they name the 
bike lane after my son.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Safte streets activist Lizi Rahman introduces Mayor Bill de Blasio 
in Woodside as the Queens Boulevard reconstruction project be-
gan in July. Photo by Mike Shain
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3Hindu worshipers ring in the new year

The New Year's Day sale includes saris that adorned the holy figures in the temple during the past 
year. The clothes carry a spititual meaning for the faithful. 

The Hindu god Ganesh, the presiding diety at the Hindu Temple Society, is made of black 
stone. But on New Year's Day, priests cover it with pure gold. Note the box of sweets at lower 
right, an offering to the god. 

Photos by Michael Shain

The gold and silver jewelry used to decorate 
the five  dieties in the temple, usually dona-
tions, is sold on New Year's Eve. The money 
goes to support the temple.

The line of shoes in the courtyard outside the temple's entrance extends for nearly half a block. 

The temple's canteen is "bombarded with people 
on New Years' Day" eating from a holiday menu, 
says the society's president, Dr. Uma Mysorekar. 
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4 Crime plagues quiet Maspeth after shooting

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
The Dec. 30 shooting of 

basketball player Cleantho-
ny Early and subsequent 
violence have brought some 
unwelcome attention to the 
normally quiet neighbor-
hood of Maspeth.

Early, a forward for the 
New York Knicks, was am-
bushed in his Uber by three 
cars filled with thugs after 
he left CityScapes, a strip 
club on 58th Street in Mas-
peth’s industrial no-man’s 
land. A day later the club 
was firebombed by un-
known assailants. 

Residents and lawmak-
ers say that while they be-
lieve the neighborhood is 
safe, they have had enough 
mayhem.

“The recent incidents of 
violence at CityScapes are 
deeply troubling,” Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) said. “This 
type of establishment is not 
in the character of Maspeth 

and should close its doors. I 
will continue to work with 
the NYPD and community 
leaders to make sure there 
is greater surveillance and 
that no illegal activity hap-

pens there.”
As Early left the club 

with a female compan-
ion, a group of six of men 
swarmed his Uber cab, 
stealing thousands from 

him in jewelry, a gold tooth 
grill and a cellphone, police 
said.  Then one of the gang 
shot him in the right knee-
cap, an NYPD spokesman 
said.

After the shooting, Ear-
ly’s Uber driver scrambled 
down a residential street 
near the club, calling for 
aid for his bleeding passen-
ger.

EMS workers arrived on 
the scene, and rushed Ear-
ly to Elmhurst Hospital. 
He was soon transferred 
to New York–Presbyterian 
Weill Cornell Medical Cen-
ter in Manhattan, where 
he was listed in stable con-
dition. Early is out of the 
hospital and visited the 
Knicks’ Monday practice. 

“The club isn’t too close 
to us, but they came in our 
direction,” said David Up-
ton who lives on the street 
where Early’s driver sought 
help.

“This is normally a 
good neighborhood, a quiet 

neighborhood,” he added, 
peering out at the media 
vans in front of his porch 
last week. “Knock on wood, 
though.”

Police had made no ar-
rests in either incident as of 
Wednesday and the investi-
gations were ongoing. But a 
report in the New York Post 
said the robbery, shooting 
and firebombing may be 
linked to three other recent 
assaults of men leaving 
strip clubs in Queens and 
Brooklyn.

Since the beginning of 
December houses on 74th 
Street, 57th Road and 66th 
Street in Maspeth have all 
been burglarized. On Mon-
day an arsonist attempted 
to burn down Grand Av-
enue Pet Shop in Maspeth. 
Police said there is no re-
lation between the crimes 
with Early’s robbery.

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth) plans to meet next 
week with 104th Precinct 

Capt. Mark Wachter to ad-
dress the uptick in crime, 
according to a Michael 
Armstrong, her spokes-
man. “Something curious 
seems to be going on,” he 
said.

Wachter has taken note 
of the crimes.

“We have seen a rise 
in residential burgs in the 
area,” he wrote in a letter 
Wednesday to the Com-
munities of Maspeth & 
Elmhurst Together civic 
group.

Wachter advised resi-
dents to keep their security 
cameras on at all times and 
to put their valuables in a 
safe.

“It’s all just shocking,” 
said Louise Murnen, who 
has lived in Maspeth for 
over 50 years. “Any type of 
crime here is shocking.”

 Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A private security car was stationed in front of the Cityscapes 
Club in Maspeth after the club was fire bombed. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Politicians divided on
Brinckerhoff proposal

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The future of the Brinck-

erhoff Colonial Cemetery 
in Fresh Meadows appears 
to be uncertain as elected 
officials   square off on how 
much funding is needed to 
buy back the property.

At a news conference 
Dec. 29 at his district of-
fice, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced a 
$180,000 grant for Friends 
of Brinckerhoff Colonial 
Cemetery, a non-profit.  
Of that amount, $150,000 
would be used to purchase 
back the site from its cur-
rent owner, Le Dan Cai of 
Linda’s Cai Trading. The 
remaining funds would 
cover maintenance of the 
cemetery on 182nd Street 
and 73rd Avenue. 

“We’re not going to go 
beyond that because this 
is taxpayer dollars and the 
owner only paid $105,000 
for this property,” Avella 
said. 

But City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
has also allocated $300,000 
from his capital budget to 
buy back and maintain the 
cemetery and for the Parks 
Department to acquire the 
property.    $150,000, for the 
Parks Department to ac-
quire the property.  

Avella said that when 
he first met with Friends 
of Brinckerhoff, the group 
spoke about the city acquir-
ing the property, but that 
Parks “flatly refused” to 
purchase it, only agreeing 
to do so after a request from 
Katz. 

“Rory then contacts the 
press and lets the press 
know that there’s all this 
money, which I believe is 
the reason why the attor-
ney and the owner stopped 
negotiating with us,” he 
said. 

Lancman said Avella 
is misinforming residents 
and playing politics, noting 
that the funds he and Katz 
allocated are necessary to 
cover the cost of not only 
purchasing the property 
but also for regular mainte-

nance, he said. 
“Tony holding up a card-

board check for a sum that 
cannot possibly accomplish 
those things doesn’t do 
anything except get Tony 
in the newspapers,” Lanc-
man said. 

Sharon Lee, a spokes-
woman for Katz, said the 
borough president allo-
cated $150,000 that will 
remain in the budget “as a 
contingency to be utilized 
as needed.”

“Borough President Katz 
is supportive of the efforts 
to ensure that the Brinck-
erhoff Colonial Cemetery is 
cared for and preserved for 
the community,” Lee said 
in a statement.

The cemetery, home to 
prominent Dutch families 
such as the Brinckerhoffs, 
Adriances, Hooglands and 
Ryersons, was used from 
1730 to 1872, according to a 
1919 survey that identified 
77 gravestones and mark-
ers. The property received 
landmark status in 2012. 

When Cai bought the 
property, she planned on 
making improvements to 
the cemetery so she could 
resell it at a higher price, 
Avella said. 

But the landmarked sta-
tus of the property prohibits 
development and the owner 
was unable to maintain or 
increase the value of the 
land, he added. The prop-
erty has overgrown weeds 
and grass taking root over 
sidewalks. 

Yolanda Delacruz Gal-
lagher, the non-profit’s 
president, said the cem-
etery is a key part of Fresh 
Meadows’ history. 

“It is not us, it is the 
community,” Gallagher 
said. “It is the community’s 
heritage, community lega-
cy that is involved in here 
and we ask the lawyers 
and the owner to please sit 
down with us and give this 
a rest.”

Parks plans to meet with 
elected officials early this 
year to discuss the next 
steps for acquisition.

“NYC Parks is very 
grateful to have received 
funding allocations from 
the Queens Borough Presi-
dent Katz and Council mem-
ber Lancman to pursue the 
acquisition of the Brincker-
hoff Cemetery site for pres-
ervation as open space,” a 
Parks spokeswoman said 
in a statement. 

Elected officials are divided over how to purchase the Brinckerhoff 
Colonial Cemetery in Fresh Meadows from the property owner. 
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BY BILL PARRY

A wheelchair-bound As-
toria man has been charged 
with his second bank robbery 
in six months after allegedly 
wheeling into a Sunnyside 
bank last week and demand-
ing money, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said. 

Kelvin Dennison, 23, en-
tered the TD Bank branch at 
41-01 Queens Blvd. in the ear-
ly afternoon Monday, where 
he handed a teller a note 
that said, “Give me $20,000. 
I have a bomb. I will shoot,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint. 

When the teller handed 
Dennison an undetermined 
sum of money, he left the bank 
and fled south on Queens 
Boulevard, the DA said. 

“As accused, the defendant 
did not allow his disability to 
hinder him from breaking 
the law or frightening a bank 

employee by claiming that he 
was armed with a bomb and 
a firearm,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. “The 
defendant now faces serious 
felony charges.”

Dennison is awaiting ar-
raignment in Queens Crimi-
nal Court on charges of 
third-degree robbery, a Class 
D felony punishable by up to 
seven years in prison.

He was previously arrest-
ed in July and charged with 
similarly robbing the San-
tander Bank, located at 37-10 
Broadway in Sunnyside, on 
the afternoon of June 29. In 
that case, Dennison handed 
the teller a note which read, 
“Give me all you have. I have 
a gun.”

The teller gave Dennison 
$1,212 before he pushed him-
self out of the bank and fled 
in his wheelchair, according 
to the NYPD.

On Sept. 4, 2015, Denni-
son, who was being held in 
jail in lieu of $15,000 bail in 
that case, appeared before 
Acting Queens County Su-
preme Court Justice Dorothy 
Chin Brandt and entered into 
a conditional felony-misde-
meanor disposition with the 
condition that he be released 
from court and escorted by 
Fortune Society staff to For-
tune Academy, its residential 
treatment facility. Under the 
court deal, he entered the 
Fortune Society-CIRT (Court-
Based Intervention Resource 
Team) program for in-patient 
mental health treatment for a 
minimum of one year.

BY GABRIEL ROM
 

After securing $9 mil-
lion over the past three 
years in state funding for 
refurbished waste trains 
at Fresh Pond Rail yard 
in Glendale, civic organi-
zations say that they have 
waited long enough for the  
trains to arrive. 

Since 2001, residents, 
civic leaders and lawmak-
ers in Central Queens 
have asked for relief from 
locomotive pollution from 
antiquated trains at the 
rail yard, which is owned 
by New York and Atlan-
tic Railway. The freight 
tracks, which bifurcate 
the neighborhoods of 
Maspeth and Glendale, 
carry waste from much of 
Central Queens towards 
dumps in Long Island. 

Each annual allocation 
of $3 million was supposed 
to refurbish a train. Ac-
cording to Mary Perisen, 
co-chair of Civics United 
for Railroad Environmen-
tal Solutions, two projects 
have not yet gone out to 
bid, while the third has 
been repeatedly delayed.

In a February 2014 
interview with the 
TimesLedger, New York 
and Atlantic Railway 
President Paul Victor 
said a new, low-emission 
PR30B locomotives would 
be delivered by the end of 
the year. 

The train has yet to ap-
pear and Perisen is grow-

ing restless.
New York and Atlantic 

could not be reached for 
comment.

The Request For Pro-
posal from New York and 
Atlantic Railway for one 
of three low-emission lo-
comotives was awarded on 
Feb. 1, 2014 and, according 
to the document, is to be 
delivered “on or before De-
cember 31, 2104.”

Perisen doesn’t find the 
typo so amusing.

“Families in the com-
munity have been breath-
ing unnecessarily un-
healthy air for two years 
now,” she said. “Why?”

Perisen says that the 
delays and missteps are 
endemic and point to larg-
er problems with NYA. 

“This process took lon-
ger than it should have, 

it’s more expensive than 
it should be, and there are 
no new engines working 
today,” she said. 

In April, local lawmak-
ers announced that $3 mil-
lion was secured in the 
2015 state budget to contin-
ue a program to overhaul 
old, state-owned freight 
locomotives. This was af-
ter state Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) obtained $3 million 
in both the 2013 and 2014 
state budgets for retrofit-
ting two locomotives at the 
Fresh Pond Railyard. The 
funding is supposed to go 
toward modernizing the 
trains and bringing them 
up to more rigorous feder-
al standards. In 2014 more 
than 80 Assembly mem-
bers signed a Jan. 23 letter 
that Hevesi sent to Assem-

bly Speaker Sheldon Sil-
ver (D-Manhattan) urging 
him to continue financing 
the upgrade work.

The new equipment, 
which will retrofit the 
high-emissions freight lo-
comotives with more mod-
ern engines, is expected 
to reduce the particulate 
matter in emissions by 
about 90 percent. Particu-
late matter poses health 
risks.

Residents along the 
tracks leading to the Fresh 
Pond Rail terminal in 
Middle Village and Glen-
dale have long complained 
about noise and odors 
from the freight locomo-
tives carrying garbage 
and other goods along the 
route.

Astoria's Kelvin Dennison is 
charged with his second bank 
robbery in six months. He used 
his wheelchair both times, the 
DA says. NYPD

Residents of Maspeth, Ridgewood and Middle Village have long complained of the odor and 
noise caused by waste-carrying freight trains traveling out of the Fresh Pond rail yard.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Robber in wheelchair
charged in bank job

Engine delay faulted
Glendale civics upset over wait for new locomotives 
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

New law to prohibit fi nes 
despite dismissed tickets
BY MADINA TOURE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has signed into a law a bill 
introduced by state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) that eliminates 
fines and forfeitures for 
drivers whose tickets have 
been dismissed.

The law, which Cuomo 
put his pen to Dec. 22, pro-
hibits municipalities in 
New York state from assess-
ing and collecting these 
additional fees associated 
with dismissed traffic and 
vehicle violations. The law 
will go into effect in 120 
days. 

In the past, when a traf-
fic or vehicle ticket was 
issued to an individual 
for a violation, there were 
typically accompanying 
administrative fees, fines, 
penalties or forfeitures. 
But when a violation was 
dismissed, the additional 
fees remained. 

DenDekker said he 
came up with the bill and 
reached out to Avella to 

have him sponsor the bill 
in the Senate.

The assemblyman said 
a few of his constituents 
contacted him, saying they 
had received violations in 
Nassau County, and when 
they went to court to fight 
the tickets, they were told 
by the judge that while the 
ticket was dismissed, they 
would still be assessed a 
$30 administrative fee. He 
felt he could not resolve the 
issue, as it occurred in Nas-
sau County.

But after hearing a CBS 
News special report on the 
fees in Nassau County, he 
realized how widespread 
the issue is and the number 
of people affected, in addi-
tion to those in his   district. 
He discovered the loophole, 
which he said some munici-
palities were apparently us-
ing to raise revenue.

“In my opinion, though, 
it is unfair to the justice 
system,” he said. “The idea 
of justice in our country 
is that you should be able 
to—when you’re accused 
of something—go to court 
and if you win in court, you 
are vindicated and there 

should be no fine or penalty 
assessed to that.”

Avella said he was happy 
to introduce the bill, noting 
that local municipalities 
probably make a “sizable 
amount of money” from the 
fees. 

“Just the processing of 
this type of fee has a cer-
tain amount of cost associ-
ated with it, so to make it 
profitable for a municipal-
ity to do it, it’d have to be 
a significant amount,” he 
said. 

Alec Slatky, legislative 
analyst for government af-
fairs for Triple AAA North-
east, said the purpose of the 
law is to ensure that inno-
cence does not “come at a 
price.”

“We know times are 
tough and localities, they 
need to find ways to raise 
revenue, but it should not 
be on the backs of motorists 
and drivers who did noth-
ing wrong,” Slatky said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

State Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (r.), along with State Senator Tony Avella, announced a new 
state law that prohibits fines and forfeitures for people whose tickets have been dismissed. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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25 years to life in prison for 
playing a role in the rob-
bery turned murder. 

On Sept. 3, 1990, Hin-
capie was heading to the 
Roseland Ballroom, which 
featured a famous Latin 
deejay, on West 52nd Street 
to dance with friends. 

Watkins was visiting the 
city to attend the US Open 
with his family. According 
to court records, he was 
stabbed to death during a 
robbery by several young 
men inside the station at 
53rd Street and Seventh 
Avenue.

In the 1990s, city crime 
rates were the highest they 
had ever been and elected 
and police officials were 
under pressure to arrest 
the men responsible for the 
high-profile death of Wat-
kins.

Within 24 hours, police 
had rounded up seven sus-
pects, including Johnny 
Hincapie.   

In October, Hincapie’s  
conviction was overturned 
by Manhattan Supreme 
Court Judge Eduardo 
Padro and he was granted 
a new trial based on new 
evidence. It was the first 
time  a conviction had been 

voided and a new trial was 
granted in a non-DNA re-
lated evidence-based case.  

In his ruling, Padro said 
the new evidence presented 
during the hearings that 
began in February would 
have changed the outcome 
of the trial held in 1991. The 
evidence involved new wit-
nesses who came forward 
after many years and was 
the result of digging into 
the case by York College 
journalism professor Bill 
Hughes and former  Chair-
man of the state Board of 
Parole Robert Dennison.  

Back in 1990, Hincapie 
was in his senior year at 
Bayside High School and 
worked as a deejay and 
bouncer at the long-forgot-
ten nightclub Avanti on 
Bell Boulevard. He also 
liked going to the movies 
at the old cinema known as 
the Bayside Theatre right 
on Bell Boulevard. He was a 
Bayside kid who loved mu-
sic, dancing and acting. 

“I wanted to be an ac-
tor. I wanted to do many 
things,” he said while wait-
ing for his breakfast at Blue 
Bay Diner in December. 
“My world was huge.”

After his conviction, his 
world shrank to a small cell 
in a row with career crimi-
nals. 

“I was scared. I was 

shocked. I was extremely 
bitter and angry when I 
went in,” he said about 
his first week in prison. “I 
prayed that I just wouldn’t 
wake up.”

But Hincapie found mo-
tivation within those pris-
on walls.

 “I quickly realized I 
could not become the ani-
mal that prison could turn 
you into and from that day 
on all I ever wanted was the 
truth to come out about my 
innocence,” he said.

“I wrote to mosques, 
churches, synagogues, I 
never stopped writing. But 
no one wanted to take a non-
DNA case. No one wanted 
to do the leg work.”

In prison, he completed 
his education with a mas-
ter’s degree in theology and 
even played the lead char-
acter Tony in “West Side 
Story” through a prison 
theatre program. 

While Hincapie was try-
ing to survive on the inside, 
on the outside Hughes and 
Dennison found him attor-
neys and one witness who 
would help move the case 
forward. 

Media attention to the 
case helped flush out an 
additional female witness 
who testified she had not 
seen Hincapie at the scene. 

OU will not only help us 
serve the dietary needs of 
the largest Jewish commu-
nity in the United States, 
but also combat unfortu-
nate stigmas associated 
with medical cannabis,” 
Vireo Health of New York 
CEO Ari Hoffnung said. 
“This announcement sends 
an important message to 
New Yorkers of all faiths 
and backgrounds that using 
medical cannabis to allevi-
ate pain and suffering does 
not in any way represent 
an embrace of ‘pot’ culture. 
Patients should never feel 
guilty or ashamed for using 
a product recommended by 
their physicians.”

Prior to awarding Vireo 
Health kosher certification, 
OU Kosher leadership held 
extensive conversations 
with the company’s senior 
management. OU Kosher’s 

rabbinic field representa-
tives then visited Vireo’s 
medical cannabis cultiva-
tion and lab facilities in 
upstate Fulton County, for 
inspection and verifica-
tion, to assure that all OU 
Kosher standards and poli-
cies were in place.

“We are pleased to grant 
kosher certification to 
Vireo Health of New York’s 
medical cannabis products, 
which were developed to al-
leviate pain and suffering 
in accordance with the New 
York State Compassionate 
Care Act,” OU Kosher CEO 
Rabbi Menachem Genack 
said. “Judaism prioritizes 
health and encourages the 
use of medicine designed 
to improve one’s health or 
reduce pain. Using medi-
cal cannabis products rec-
ommended by a physician 
should not be regarded as a 
chet, a sinful act, but rather 
as a mitzvah, an impera-
tive, a commandment.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

signed the Compassionate 
Care Act into law in July 
2014, allowing patients to 
use medical cannabis if 
they have been diagnosed 
with a specific severe, de-
bilitating or life-threaten-
ing condition such as can-
cer, HIV infection or AIDS, 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, mul-
tiple sclerosis, epilepsy, 
Huntington’s disease or 
any other condition added 
by the commissioner of the 
state Department of Health. 
Patients who are certified 
by their practitioners must 
apply to the DOH to obtain a 
registry identification card 
in order to obtain medical 
cannabis.

“We are thrilled to be 
the first medical cannabis 
company in the world to 
join companies like Novar-
tis and Pfizer that chose the 
OU for their kosher certifi-
cation,” Vireo Health CEO 
Dr. Kyle Kingsley said. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Hincapie

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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BY ERIC FAYNBERGThe Canarsie History Mu-
seum, a one-man traveling 
stockpile of photographs, 
 artifacts , and anecdotes de-
tailing the many twists and 
turns of the area’s past, is 
no more. 

Ramon Martinez — the 
museum’s creator, curator, 
and proprietor — has shut 

its doors, given away its 
collection, and moved away 
from his beloved stomp-
ing ground. His singular 
passion for the history of 
his adopted neighborhood 
turned out to be a bit too 
unique.

“What hurts the most 
is how Canarsie is today,” 
said Martinez. “I wanted to 

let these people who came 
to Canarsie 15 or 20 years 
ago know how great it was, 
but I think the people who 
live there now don’t care 
about Canarsie. The people 
that did are gone.”For 15 years, Martinez 

channeled a fascination 
with Canarsie that bor-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city should tell tourist helicop-

ters to buzz off, say Brooklyn water-

front residents who are cheering a 

new campaign by local lawmakers 

to jettison the joyrides.City councilmembers are draft-

ing a bill that would ban the tours 

from taking off from a city-owned 

Manhattan heliport directly across 

from Brooklyn Heights, and lo-

cals —  who have long complained  

about  the sound of eggbeaters hov-

ering over the East River  — say the 

news is music to their ears.
“So many people in this neigh-

borhood talk to each other about 

the noise, and everybody just hates 

it,” said Rick Elkins, a graphic de-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They are images that bear 
watching.

Pictures of Romanian 
dancers dressed in bear 
skins are currently on dis-
play in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, as part of “The 
Fence,” a photo installation 
that stretches from Jane’s 
Carousel to Pier 5. The Wil-

liamsburg photographer 
who documented the tradi-
tional dance said that she 
hopes the exhibit — which 
will also show in Boston, 
Atlanta, and Houston — 
will help bring awareness 
to her subject.“One of the reasons I 

did this project is to bring 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 8

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

This is a show to sprint to!
Sneaker fans can get their 

kicks at a new Brooklyn Museum 

exhibit devoted to athletic shoes 

and the people who love them. 

The designer of “Out of the Box: 

the Rise of Sneaker Culture” said 

that Brooklyn is the perfect spot 

to launch the traveling show. The 

borough’s reputation, she said, 

matches the urban and mascu-

line nature of sneaker culture. 
“It’s infused with a very se-

ductive hyper-masculinity,” said 

Elizabeth Semmelhack, the de-

signer of the exhibit. “There’s a 

toughness and authenticity that 

comes out of Brooklyn that just 
Continued on page 6
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL

Fil
e p

ho
to

 b
y S

te
ve

 S
ol

om
on

so
n

HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

 

Jonathan Dorado
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Long Island City-based Silver-

cup Studios is so successful that 

a $1 billion expansion project, ap-

proved by Community Board 1 in 

2014, still does not give it enough 

space. The Northeast’s leading 

independent film and production 

facility announced plans Monday 

to build a new studio complex in 

the Bronx as well.Silvercup North is a $35 million 

project that will transform an ex-

isting modern warehouse, located 

in the Port Morris section of the 

Bronx, into a 115,000-square-foot 

full-service production facility. 

The Bronx complex will also fea-

ture four production studios with 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Queens Historical 
Society is celebrating wom-
en from across the borough 
in an exhibition at the his-
torical museum Kingsland 
Homestead in Flushing, 
showcasing multi-talented 
women who made strong 

contributions to society 
and broke the glass ceil-
ing in the gender equality 
movement.The exhibition titled, 

“Leading The Way: Six 
Outstanding Women of 
Queens,” features Queens 
residents civil rights ac-
tivists Betty Friedan and 

Grace Lee Boggs, the cel-
list Yo-Yo Ma’s sister pedia-
trician Dr. Yeou-Cheng Ma, 
deaf and blind activists 
Helen Keller, philanthropic 
opera singer Rise Stevens 
and theoretical physicist 
and expert on particle 
physics Lisa Randall. 

New protected bike lanes that 

span both directions of the Green-

point Avenue Bridge were opened 

last week by the city’s Department 

of Transportation. The proj-

ect and the ongoing redesign of 

Greenpoint Avenue provide a vi-

tal bike network connection be-

tween Queens and Brooklyn that 

spans more than 1.5 miles over 

the Newtown Creek just south of 

Sunnyside.“I am excited to see cyclists 

riding in the new protected bike 

lane on the Greenpoint Avenue 

Bridge,” DOT Commissioner Pol-

ly Trottenberg said. “This criti-

cal piece of the bike network will 

now provide a safe connection 

between Queens and Brooklyn 

A Rego Park man who allegedly stabbed a 

Muslim man in Flushing in 2012 was sentenced 

Tuesday to three years of supervised release 

and six months of home confinement for sending 

death threats to an employee of an Islmaic advo-

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  Photo by Sadef Kully 

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Well-known for his go-to rep-

utation and direct involvement 

in his constituents’ affairs, for-

mer Bronx Congressman Ma-

rio Biaggi died last Wednesday, 

June 24 at his Riverdale apart-

ment. He was 97.   Born to Italian immigrants 

on October 26, 1917 in East Har-

lem, Biaggi would go on to lead 

a life fi lled with both triumphs 

and tribulations.A graduate of P.S. 171, Har-

ren High School, Biaggi joined 

the NYPD in 1942 to protect 

and serve the community for 23 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-

porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-

tail reception, followed by open-

ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-

ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-

fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-

tee. 
CEO Les Goodstein pre-

sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-

nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-

man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-

chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-

graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 

woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 

and forcibly grabbed her. 
She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-

case.
After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-

fore calling out to her father.
Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-

wards Barkley Avenue. 
The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-

panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 10, 2016

9

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:
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Florida man indicted in Astoria hate crime
BY BILL PARRY

Sarker Haque got a 
phone call Monday with the 
news he had been waiting to 
hear for more than a month 
since he was attacked in-
side his Astoria store. The 
Queens district attorney’s 
office told the 52-year-old 
Muslim immigrant from 
Bangladesh that a grand 
jury indicted the man who 
said “I kill Muslims” before 
allegedly beating him for 7 
to 8 minutes Dec. 5.

“It made me feel very 
good, very good indeed,” 
Haque said.

Piro Kolvani, 55, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., was ar-
raigned Monday before 
Acting Queens County 
Supreme Court Justice 
Barry Kron on a four-count 
indictment charging him 
with third-degree assault 
as a hate crime, assault, 
aggravated harassment 
and harassment, accord-
ing to Queens DA Richard 

Brown. 
The defendant was re-

leased on his own recog-
nizance and ordered to 

return to court Feb. 11. If 
convicted, Kolvani faces up 
to four years in prison.

The incident began 
when the defendant en-
tered Haque’s Fatima Food 
Market on 21st Avenue and 
started acting strangely, 
staring at a newspaper 
photo of the San Bernar-
dino shootings, the victim 
recalled. According to the 
criminal complaint, Haque 
started to ask Kolvani a 
question when he suddenly 
blurted out “I kill Muslims” 
and began striking the vic-
tim in the face. 

Haque sustained a cut to 
his lip as well as bruising 
and swelling to the left side 
of his face. A regular cus-
tomer entered the store and 
helped hold Kolvani until 
police arrived.

Kolvani was arrested 
and released after he was 
issued a desk appearance 
ticket for assault and crimi-
nal mischief. But after 
a second interview with 

detectives from the 114th 
Precinct, the NYPD Hate 
Crimes Unit was notified.

“When my guys first 
got there, at no point did 
he mention there was a re-
ligious epithet,” Capt. Peter 
Fortune said last month. 
On Tuesday, Haque elabo-
rated on the immediate af-
termath of the attack.

“When they were put-
ting me in the ambulance, I 
could not speak,” he said. “I 
had lost my voice from all 
the screaming I did during 
the attack. I couldn’t tell 
them because I could not 
speak.”

Haque said his spirits 
were lifted by his neigh-
bors in the days following 
the attack. “The neighbor-
hood was wonderful to me.  
It  is something I’ll never 
forget,” Haque said.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), who came to the Unit-
ed States as an infant in 
the 1970s, helped organize a 

rally that drew hundreds to 
Fatima Food Market.

“I was heartened to 
learn that the criminal who 
viciously attacked Sarker 
Haque has been rearrested 
and charged with a hate 
crime,” she said. “These 
felony charges reflect the 
serious nature of the crime 
against Mr. Haque and state 
unequivocally that hate 
and violence have no home 
in our community.”

More than a month af-
ter the attack, Haque says 
he still gets visits from 
well-wishers. “The support 
Mr. Haque received makes 
clear there is no place for 
this kind of intolerance in 
our neighborhood,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
vowed continued support 
for the Muslim community 
and that hate would not be 
tolerated. 

Astoria store owner Sarker Haque feels good now that his attacker 
has been indicted on hate crime charges. Photo by Bill Parry
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Queens.
 A total of 44 homes were 

sold in Forest Hills Gar-
dens in 2015. The five cost-
liest properties in that area 
each sold for more than $2 
million, including a house 
at 56 Groton St. which was 
purchased on July 31 for 
$2.7 million. 

In 2015, 986 homes, con-
dos and co-op units were 
sold in the entire Forest 
Hills neighborhood, includ-
ing 99 homes at over $1 mil-
lion, compared to just 55 
such sales in 2014.

The priciest single-fami-
ly home sale in Forest Hills 
took place in the Cord Mey-
er section of the neighbor-
hood, where a home at 110-
02 68th Drive was sold for 
$2.86 million this March 6. 
The most expensive apart-
ment was sold in The As-
ton, a new 16-story condo 
building at 108-20 71st Ave., 
where a penthouse unit was 
purchased on June 29 for 
$1.99 million.

The median sale price 
in Forest Hills reached 

$789,534, 119 percent higher 
than the borough’s median 
sale price of $360,000, the 
report found. 

Overall, the median 
home sale price in Queens 
reached $360,000, an eight-
year-high. That figure is 
reminiscent of levels seen 
before the housing market 
crisis, the report said.

Queens’ condo prices 
have also trended upwards 
over the past year. The bor-
ough’s  sales price for con-
dos is $493,750, a historic 
high, according to a 2015 
report from real estate firm 
Douglas Elliman.

As housing prices in 
traditionally high-priced 
Queens neighborhoods con-
tinue to climb Rego Park 
has also experienced an up-
tick in prices. The neighbor-
hood, which is near Forest 
Hills Gardens, is receiving 
an influx of high-end hous-
ing developments that offer 
relatively affordable sale 
prices. A new seven-story 
condominium currently 
under construction near 
The Contour building at 97-
45 Queens Blvd. marks the 
most recent project to pop 
up in the neighborhood.

Continued from Page 1 

Homes
The NYPD reported 

Monday that overall 
crime totals for the sev-
en major index crimes 
across the city fell by 1.7 
percent in 2015, the low-
est level on record. 

Over the past two 
years, there has been a 
5.8 percent decrease in 
overall crime—police of-
ficials said the city has 
seen record lows in sever-
al major crime categories: 
murder, rape, robbery, 
felony assault, burglary 
and grand larceny. 

In 2014, the city re-
corded the lowest murder 
and robbery rates in 50 
years, and in 2015 bur-
glary and grand larceny 
auto were at their lowest 
levels in more than 50 
years, according to police 
officials. 

In Queens,  the crime 
rate  declined by 6 per-
cent across the borough. 
In Queens North, which 
covers the 104,108,109, 
110,111,112, 114 and 115th 
precincts, there was an 

estimated 9 percent de-
crease in overall crime 
and a 37 percent slide in 
homicide when compared 
to 2014, according to the 
latest NYPD statistics 
available from the week 
ending Dec. 27. Yet rapes 
across Queens North have 
gone up by 1.4 percent. 

In Queens South, which 
covers the 100,101,102, 
103,105,106, 107 and the 
113th precincts, the crime 
rate decreased by 3.2 per-
cent although there was 
a 13.5 percent rise in ho-
micides and a 2.8 percent 

increase in rapes, accord-
ing to the latest NYPD 
statistics available.  The 
most dramatic drops of 12 
percent were in burglary 
and grand larceny inci-
dents.  

“At this point, 2015 
marks the safest year in 
the modern history in 
New York City,” Police 
Commissioner William 
Bratton said at a news con-
ference Monday.  “Since 
1993, we have experienced 
more than a 75 percent de-
crease in crime and an 81 
percent decrease in mur-

ders. Today, we are prac-
ticing precision-policing 
focused on addressing 
the pockets of crime that 
remain, while exercising 
discretion in enforcement 
and reducing the number 
of enforcement encoun-
ters across the city.”

Since Dec. 27, there 
has been at least one mur-
der in South Jamaica, of 
a 16-year-old boy from 
Rosedale who was found 
fatally shot Dec. 31 by 
police, according to the 
NYPD. 

“Last year’s record 
low crime rate is further 
proof that the NYPD is 
the best police force in the 
world,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. “And next year, 
we won’t stop working to 
ensure our officers have 
the equipment, support, 
and resources they need 
to continue protecting 
our residents each day.”

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 
said, “The City Council 
is fully committed to pro-
viding the NYPD with the 
resources it needs to con-
tinue to keep New York-
ers safe,” .

Continued from Page 1 

Crime

Overall index crime in the city fell by 1.7% when compared to 
2014 and the past two years have seen record lows in several 
major crime categories of murder; rape; robbery; felony as-
sault; burglary; and grand larceny. 
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com
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    Super 
   Sunday 2016

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE
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