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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
The Dec. 30 shooting of 

basketball player Cleanthony 
Early and subsequent violence 
have brought some unwelcome 
attention to the normally quiet 
neighborhood of Maspeth.

Early, a forward for the 
New York Knicks, was am-
bushed in his Uber by three 
cars filled with thugs after he 
left CityScapes, a strip club on 
58th Street in Maspeth’s in-
dustrial no-man’s land. A day 
later the club was firebombed 
by unknown assailants. 

Residents and lawmakers 
say that while they believe 
the neighborhood is safe, they 
have had enough mayhem.

“The recent incidents of 
violence at CityScapes are 
deeply troubling,” Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) said. “This type 
of establishment is not in the 
character of Maspeth and 
should close its doors. I will 
continue to work with the 
NYPD and community leaders 
to make sure there is greater 
surveillance and that no ille-
gal activity happens there.”

As Early left the club with a 
female companion, a group of 
six of men swarmed his Uber 
cab, stealing thousands from 

BY BILL PARRY
 
When the new bike lanes 

along Queens Boulevard were 
recognized as being among 
the best in the country by the 
national cycling group People 
for Bikes, the de Blasio admin-
istration and the city Depart-
ment of Transportation were 
pleased. The lanes were in-
stalled this summer between 
Roosevelt Avenue and 73rd 
Street as the first phase of a 
$100 million reconstruction 
project and they were selected 
by People for Bikes because of 
their location on the notori-
ously dangerous and heavily 
trafficked roadway.

“Taming Queens Boulevard 
has been a top priority for the 
administration,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio spokesman Wiley Nor-
ville said. “The project really 
shows what’s possible when 
the city, local officials and 
communities come together to 
make streets safe. We look for-
ward to finishing the project 
as soon as possible.”

 City DOT Deputy Commis-
sioner for Transportation Plan-
ning and Management Ryan 
Russo said, “We are thrilled 
that the community-driven 
Queens Boulevard phase 1 
project has been named one of 
America’s best new bike lanes. 
Not only has this corridor 

Continued on Page 42Continued on Page 42
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After Johnny Hincapie 
spent 25 years in prison, his 
1991 murder conviction, for 
playing a role in the fatal Sep-
tember 1990 robbery of a Utah 
tourist on a subway platform 
of the 53rd Street and Seventh 
Avenue station in Manhattan, 
was overturned by Manhattan 

Supreme Court Judge Eduar-
do Padro.

Hincapie was also granted 
a new trial, based on new wit-
nesses who came forward in 
the non-DNA related case.

At the time of his arrest, 
the 18-year-old Hincapie lived 
in Bayside and attended Bay-

side High School. 
Following his release, he 

came back to his old neighbor-
hood to reflect on the past, re-
discover his long-lost freedom 
and prepare for a new trial. 

See story on Page 5.
After his murder conviction was overturned, Baysider Johnny Hincapie 
returns to his neighborhood for the first time in 25 years. 

The feast of the Three Kings gets a noisy start on Roosevelt Avenue in Jackson Heights when mu-
sicians and kids from Revolucion Latina, a community arts group, parade under the El, picking up 
marchers along the way.    Photo by Michael Shain 

Crime plagues 
quiet Maspeth 
after shooting

Newly freed man looks to the future

Queens Blvd bike lane lauded
National cycling group calls strip one of best new paths in the country

HOLIDAYS END WITH A BANG



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 8–14, 20162    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

TIMESLEDGER is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY. 11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2016. All rights reserved. The 
newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y.. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the TimesLedger C/O 
News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter................................................10
Editorials and Letters............................12-13
Rhymes with Crazy.....................................14
Political Action............................................14
Mayoral Spin Cycle.....................................15

Focus on Education..............................28-29
QGuide......................................................31-38
Sports.......................................................39-41
Classifieds..............................................43-47

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2016 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY BILL PARRY

A wheelchair-bound As-
toria man has been charged 
with his second bank robbery 
in six months after allegedly 
wheeling into a Sunnyside 
bank last week and demand-
ing money, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said. 

Kelvin Dennison, 23, en-
tered the TD Bank branch at 
41-01 Queens Blvd. in the ear-
ly afternoon Monday, where 
he handed a teller a note 
that said, “Give me $20,000. 
I have a bomb. I will shoot,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint. 

When the teller handed 
Dennison an undetermined 
sum of money, he left the bank 
and fled south on Queens 
Boulevard, the DA said. 

“As accused, the defendant 
did not allow his disability to 
hinder him from breaking 
the law or frightening a bank 
employee by claiming that he 
was armed with a bomb and 
a firearm,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. “The 
defendant now faces serious 
felony charges.”

Dennison is awaiting ar-
raignment in Queens Crimi-
nal Court on charges of 
third-degree robbery, a Class 
D felony punishable by up to 

seven years in prison.
He was previously arrest-

ed in July and charged with 
similarly robbing the San-
tander Bank, located at 37-10 
Broadway in Sunnyside, on 
the afternoon of June 29. In 
that case, Dennison handed 
the teller a note which read, 
“Give me all you have. I have 
a gun.”

The teller gave Dennison 
$1,212 before he pushed him-
self out of the bank and fled 
in his wheelchair, according 
to the NYPD.

On Sept. 4, 2015, Denni-
son, who was being held in 
jail in lieu of $15,000 bail in 
that case, appeared before 
Acting Queens County Su-
preme Court Justice Dorothy 
Chin Brandt and entered into 
a conditional felony-misde-
meanor disposition with the 
condition that he be released 
from court and escorted by 
Fortune Society staff to For-
tune Academy, its residential 
treatment facility. Under the 
court deal, he entered the 
Fortune Society-CIRT (Court-
Based Intervention Resource 
Team) program for in-patient 
mental health treatment for a 
minimum of one year.

If Dennison had success-
fully completed the program 
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

After securing $9 million 
over the past three years in 
state funding for refurbished 
waste trains at Fresh Pond 
Rail yard in Glendale, civic or-
ganizations say that they have 
waited long enough for the  
trains to arrive. 

Since 2001, residents, civic 
leaders and lawmakers in Cen-
tral Queens have asked for re-
lief from locomotive pollution 
from antiquated trains at the 
rail yard, which is owned by 
New York and Atlantic Rail-
way. The freight tracks, which 
bifurcate the neighborhoods 
of Maspeth and Glendale, 
carry waste from much of Cen-
tral Queens towards dumps in 
Long Island. 

Each annual allocation of 
$3 million was supposed to 
refurbish a train. According 
to Mary Perisen, co-chair of 
Civics United for Railroad 
Environmental Solutions, two 
projects have not yet gone out 
to bid, while the third has been 
repeatedly delayed.

In a February 2014 inter-
view with the TimesLedger, 
New York and Atlantic Rail-
way President Paul Victor said 
a new, low-emission PR30B lo-
comotives would be delivered 
by the end of the year. 

The train has yet to appear 
and Perisen is growing rest-
less.

New York and Atlantic 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The Request For Proposal 
from New York and Atlantic 
Railway for one of three low-
emission locomotives was 
awarded on Feb. 1, 2014 and, 
according to the document, is 
to be delivered “on or before 
December 31, 2104.”

Perisen doesn’t find the 
typo so amusing.

“Families in the communi-
ty have been breathing unnec-

essarily unhealthy air for two 
years now,” she said. “Why?”

Perisen says that the delays 
and missteps are endemic and 
point to larger problems with 
NYA. 

“This process took longer 
than it should have, it’s more 
expensive than it should be, 
and there are no new engines 
working today,” she said. 

In April, local lawmakers 
announced that $3 million 
was secured in the 2015 state 
budget to continue a program 
to overhaul old, state-owned 
freight locomotives. This was 
after state Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
obtained $3 million in both 
the 2013 and 2014 state budgets 
for retrofitting two locomo-
tives at the Fresh Pond Rail-
yard. The funding is supposed 
to go toward modernizing the 
trains and bringing them up 
to more rigorous federal stan-
dards. In 2014 more than 80 
Assembly members signed a 
Jan. 23 letter that Hevesi sent 
to Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan) urging 
him to continue financing the 
upgrade work.

The new equipment, which 
will retrofit the high-emis-
sions freight locomotives with 
more modern engines, is ex-
pected to reduce the particu-
late matter in emissions by 
about 90 percent. Particulate 
matter poses health risks.

Residents along the tracks 
leading to the Fresh Pond Rail 
terminal in Middle Village 
and Glendale have long com-
plained about noise and odors 
from the freight locomotives 
carrying garbage and other 
goods along the route.

The Long Island Rail Road 
currently leases a fleet of 11 
locomotives to companies that 
haul freight throughout the 
city and state. The locomo-
tives’ diesel engines are ex-
empt from the Clean Air Act of 
1970 and currently classified 
as Tier 0, a designation that 
indicates they produce the 
most emissions. The upgrades 
would turn the trains into Tier 
3 and 4 machines.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued on Page 42

Astoria's Kelvin Dennison is charged with his second bank robbery in 
six months. He used his wheelchair both times, the DA says. NYPD

Residents of Maspeth, Ridgewood and Middle Village have long com-
plained of the odor and noise caused by waste-carrying freight trains 
traveling out of the Fresh Pond rail yard.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Robber in wheelchair
charged in bank job

Engine delay faulted
Glendale civics upset over wait for new locomotives 
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has rescued three Naturally 
Occurring Retirement Com-
munities from closure for 
the second time in two years. 
Dromm allocated more than 
$284,000 in funding for Jack-
son Heights’ Northbridge/
Brulene/Southridge NORC for 
fiscal year 2016.

The funding accounts for 
nearly 100 percent of NORC’s 
operating budget. In April 
2014, Dromm rallied 150 se-
niors and presented a petition 
with 1,200 signatures to effec-
tively persuade Mayor Bill de 
Blasio to restore funding to 
the co-op program, which pro-
vides vital health and social 
services to senior residents in 
their own building or building 
complex.

Established in 1999, NORC 
is managed by SelfHelp Com-
munity Services Inc. and pro-
vides transportation, medical, 
counseling, financial man-

agement and long-term care 
services to nearly 2,500 senior 
residents. Throughout New 
York City, NORCs are apart-
ment buildings and complexes 
where large numbers of people 
have remained and grown old-
er in the housing they moved 
into as young adults, a phe-
nomenon known as “aging in 
place.”

“This allocation of $284,500 
will allow SelfHelp Communi-
ty Services to continue to pro-
vide many free and low-cost 
services to seniors in the Bru-
lene, Northridge and South-
ridge cooperatives,” Dromm 
said. “Our seniors who depend 
on these quality services in or-
der to live happy and healthy 
lives deserve nothing less. 
Protecting NORC and all pro-
gramming for seniors contin-
ues to be one of my top priori-
ties.”

Dromm presented the 
check to representatives of 
SelfHelp Community Ser-
vices and Advisory Board 
members of the three coopera-

tives Dec. 30. The Southridge 
complex is between 92nd and 
93rd streets between 34th Av-
enue and Northern Boulevard. 
Northridge is located directly 
across Northern Boulevard 

while Brulene is located on 
34th Avenue between 93rd and 
94th streets.

“We are grateful for his 
support, which is vital to cre-
ating an active and engaged 

NORC community in Queens,” 
SelfHelp Community Services 
CEO Stuart Kaplan said. “We 
look forward to continuing to 
work together to provide our 
residents with fulfilling pro-
gramming and the support 
they need to remain active 
members of their communi-
ty.”

John Melisdones, NORC 
Advisory Council president, 
recalled Dromm’s rally when 
the mayor’s 2015 preliminary 
budget cut $1 million in fund-
ing to the Jackson Heights 
NORCs, the Rochdale NORC in 
Jamaica and a third location 
in East Harlem.

“The funding from last 
year was critical to allow us 
to continue our programming, 
and without it we would likely 
not exist,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Councilman Daniel Dromm presents a check for more than 
$280,000 for Jackson Heights senior living programs. 

Photo courtesy of Councilman Dromm's Office

Dromm rescues vital Jax Hgts seniors’ program
Naturally Occurring Retirement Community supports older residents aging in their homes

Jillian Pelc
516-708-2559
jpelc@nshs.edu

We are looking for people with lupus who are of black race or mixed 
black race to take part in a clinical research study called EMBRACE.

Lupus is more common – and often more severe – in people of black race  
compared with other racial groups.

For more information, please contact the 
study team.

The EMBRACE Study is trying to find out more 
about the safety and effectiveness of belimumab 
(Benlysta™), in this population. Belimumab is an 
approved treatment in several countries for adults 
with lupus. 

If you choose to take part, you will be asked to 
attend 16 clinic visits over the course of 1 year. 
You will be cared for by a team of experienced 
doctors and nurses, and study-related care and 
medication will be provided at no cost to you. 

3

Everyone is welcome at Open Run 
GET MOVING IN ASTORIA PARK

Free runs and walks every Saturday at 9 a.m.
Meet us next to the restrooms at the track.

Questions, or looking for more information about volunteering?  
Contact openrun@nyrr.org or check out our website, nyrr.org/openrun.

This program is in collaboration with  
NYC Parks’ Community Parks Initiative. #NYRROpenRun  

#OR_AstoriaPark

nyrr.org/openrun

Copyright ©2015 by New York Road Runners. All rights reserved.
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BY BILL PARRY

Just days after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo issued  an execu-
tive order to clear homeless 
people from the streets as 
temperatures plummeted and 
interject himself further into 
city politics, Mayor de Blasio 
has countered with a key City 
Hall appointment. Herminia 
Palacio was named deputy 
mayor for Health and Human 

Services Tuesday after a four-
month national search to re-
place Lilliam Barrios Paoli, 
who stepped down last fall.

Palacio is a crisis manage-
ment expert who garnered 
national acclaim coordinating 
health services for 27,000 peo-
ple from the New Orleans area 
who sought shelter in Houston 
during Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. Her work during Katrina 
earned Palacio the Excellence 

in Health Administration 
Award by the American Pub-
lic Health Association in 2007.

With 25 years of experi-
ence in a range of health and 
social services professions, 
the Bronx-born Palacio will be 
tasked with addressing home-
lessness across the five bor-
oughs, developing a citywide 
network for mental health sup-
port, coordinating the city’s 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Queens Democrats came out 
in uniform support Tuesday for 
President Barack Obama’s ex-
ecutive actions to try and curb 
gun violence throughout the 
country.

Speaking at the East Room 
at the White House and flanked 
by victims of gun violence and 
their families, the president 
became visibly emotional as 
he spoke of the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School massacre.

“First graders,” the Presi-
dent said. “Every time I think 
about those kids, it gets me 
mad.” 

Obama will seek to expand 
criminal background checks 
for gun buyers. He will also in-
struct the government to hire 
more personnel to process 

background checks, improve 
mental health services, direct 
officials to conduct more gun 
research and bolster enforce-
ment in small communities.

The announcement comes 
at a moment when gun policy 
has become a politically toxic 
issue after years of deadlock 

in Congress over gun-reform 
bills. 

“These are much-needed, 
life-saving steps, but the fact 
remains that the president can-
not solve this crisis on his own,” 
said U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-

BY BILL PARRY

Sarker Haque got a phone 
call Monday with the news 
he had been waiting to hear 
for more than a month since 
he was attacked inside his 
Astoria store. The Queens 
district attorney’s office told 
the 52-year-old Muslim immi-
grant from Bangladesh that a 
grand jury indicted the man 
who said “I kill Muslims” be-
fore allegedly beating him for 
7 to 8 minutes Dec. 5.

“It made me feel very 
good, very good indeed,” 
Haque said.

Piro Kolvani, 55, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., was ar-
raigned Monday before Act-
ing Queens County Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Kron 
on a four-count indictment 
charging him with third-de-
gree assault as a hate crime, 
assault, aggravated harass-
ment and harassment, ac-
cording to Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown. 

The defendant was re-
leased on his own recogni-
zance and ordered to return 
to court Feb. 11. If convicted, 
Kolvani faces up to four years 
in prison.

The incident began 
when the defendant entered 
Haque’s Fatima Food Market 
on 21st Avenue and started 
acting strangely, staring at 
a newspaper photo of the San 
Bernardino shootings, the 
victim recalled. According 
to the criminal complaint, 
Haque started to ask Kolvani 
a question when he suddenly 

blurted out “I kill Muslims” 
and began striking the vic-
tim in the face. 

Haque sustained a cut to 
his lip as well as bruising 
and swelling to the left side of 
his face. A regular customer 
entered the store and helped 
hold Kolvani until police ar-
rived.

Kolvani was arrested and 
released after he was issued 
a desk appearance ticket for 
assault and criminal mis-
chief. But after a second in-
terview with detectives from 
the 114th Precinct, the NYPD 
Hate Crimes Unit was noti-
fied.

“When my guys first got 
there, at no point did he men-
tion there was a religious 
epithet,” Capt. Peter Fortune 
said last month. On Tuesday, 
Haque elaborated on the im-
mediate aftermath of the at-
tack.

“When they were putting 
me in the ambulance, I could 
not speak,” he said. “I had lost 
my voice from all the scream-
ing I did during the attack. I 
couldn’t tell them because I 
could not speak.”

Haque said his spirits 
were lifted by his neighbors 
in the days following the at-
tack. “The neighborhood 
was wonderful to me.  It  is 
something I’ll never forget,” 
Haque said.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), who came to the United 
States as an infant in the 

President Obama spoke to the nation at the White House on gun vio-
lence. Photo by Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP

Astoria store owner Sarker Haque feels good now that his alleged at-
tacker has been indicted on hate crime charges. Photo by Bill Parry

The city's homelessness crisis draws the attention of Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who issued an executive order to 
remove them from the streets in the bitter cold. Twitter

Florida man indicted
in Astoria hate crime

Boro Dems back Obama on guns

Deputy mayor named
Hurricane Katrina fi gure will take on homeless crisis

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 30
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The last time Johnny Hin-
capie remembers sitting inside 
the Blue Bay Diner in Bayside 
was in April or May of 1990, 
just a few months before po-
lice officers would pick him up 
from his nearby home on the 
corner of 15th Road Extension 
 .  They told his mother, Maria 
Hincapie, they would bring 
him back. 

Hincapie did not come 
home for 25 years.  

In 1991, after a seven-week 
trial, Hincapie was convicted 
of taking part in the fatal 
subway robbery of 22-year-
old Brian Watkins, a Mormon 
tennis instructor from Utah. 
Hincapie was sentenced to 
25 years to life in prison for 
playing a role in the robbery 
turned murder. 

On Sept. 3, 1990, Hincapie 
was heading to the Roseland 
Ballroom, which featured a 
famous Latin deejay, on West 
52nd Street to dance with 
friends. 

Watkins was visiting the 
city to attend the US Open 
with his family. According to 
court records, he was stabbed 
to death during a robbery by 
several young men inside the 
station at 53rd Street and Sev-
enth Avenue.

In the 1990s, city crime 
rates were the highest they 
had ever been and elected and 
police officials were under 
pressure to arrest the men re-
sponsible for the high-profile 
death of Watkins.

Within 24 hours, police had 
rounded up seven suspects, in-
cluding Johnny Hincapie.   

In October, Hincapie’s  con-
viction was overturned by 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
Judge Eduardo Padro and he 
was granted a new trial based 

on new evidence. It was the 
first time  a conviction had 
been voided and a new trial 
was granted in a non-DNA re-
lated evidence-based case.  

In his ruling, Padro said the 
new evidence presented dur-
ing the hearings that began in 
February would have changed 
the outcome of the trial held 
in 1991. The evidence involved 
new witnesses who came for-
ward after many years and 
was the result of digging into 
the case by York College jour-
nalism professor Bill Hughes 
and former  Chairman of the 
state Board of Parole Robert 
Dennison.  

Back in 1990, Hincapie was 
in his senior year at Bayside 
High School and worked as a 
deejay and bouncer at the long-
forgotten nightclub Avanti on 
Bell Boulevard. He also liked 
going to the movies at the old 
cinema known as the Bayside 
Theatre right on Bell Boule-
vard. He was a Bayside kid 

who loved music, dancing and 
acting. 

“I wanted to be an actor. I 
wanted to do many things,” 
he said while waiting for his 
breakfast at Blue Bay Diner 
in December. “My world was 
huge.”

After his conviction, his 
world shrank to a small cell in 
a row with career criminals. 

“I was scared. I was 
shocked. I was extremely bit-
ter and angry when I went in,” 
he said about his first week 
in prison. “I prayed that I just 
wouldn’t wake up.”

But Hincapie found mo-
tivation within those prison 
walls.

 “I quickly realized I could 
not become the animal that 
prison could turn you into 
and from that day on all I ever 
wanted was the truth to come 
out about my innocence,” he 
said.

“I wrote to mosques, 
churches, synagogues, I never 

stopped writing. But no one 
wanted to take a non-DNA 
case. No one wanted to do the 
leg work.”

In prison, he completed 
his education with a master’s 
degree in theology and even 
played the lead character Tony 
in “West Side Story” through a 
prison theatre program. 

While Hincapie was trying 
to survive on the inside, on the 
outside Hughes and Dennison 
found him attorneys and one 
witness who would help move 
the case forward. 

Media attention to the case 
helped flush out an additional 
female witness who testified 
she had not seen Hincapie at 
the scene. 

Hincapie said the people 
who believed in him were his 
guardian angels. 

According to court records, 
Hincapie’s attorneys, Ronald 
Kuby and Leah Busby, said he 
was coerced and beatened into 
a false confession of his minor 

role in the robbery by detec-
tives but a thorough investiga-
tion was never conducted. 

His first night out as a 
free man, Hincapie had a 
grand dinner, celebrated with 
friends and family and then 
went home to his parents, who 
now live in Whitestone in a 
one-bedroom home. 

“My parents slept on  sofa 
bed and gave me their bed-
room. It was heaven. I haven’t 
slept like that in so long,” he 
said. 

He said he took to the cell 
phone quickly and became 
a pro at texting within a few 
hours. With friends who had 
created a “Free Johnny” social 
media profile on Facebook, he 
learned how to use social me-
dia sites. He said the digital 
world has made his transition 
into his new free life easier. 

For Hincapie, Christmas 
and New Year celebrations 
had a whole new meaning.

For Christmas, he partici-
pated with family and friends 
in the ugly Christmas sweater 
contest. Hincapie did not win, 
but his cousin’s boyfriend did. 
For New Year’s, he kept him-
self surrounded by friends and 
family again. 

While Hincapie’s attorneys 
prepare for his trial, he sees 
the new year as part of dis-
covering himself and his new-
found freedom. 

 As regards his future, he 
said it was full of possibilities: 
“I have a lot to do. And I need 
to move forward with my life 
and holding onto anger would 
just weigh me down.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Johnny Hincapie left prison Oct. 6 after a judge ruled that new evidence in the case would have prevented his 
conviction for murder 25 years ago. He was granted a new trial.  Photo by Michael Shain

JOHNNY HINCAPIE Facebook

Newly freed man returns to Bayside 
Johnny Hincapie’s conviction overturned after he spent 25 years in prison for murder 

I quickly realized I 
could not become 

the animal that 
prison could turn 

you into... all I 
ever wanted was 
the truth to come 

out about my 
innocence.
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BY BILL PARRY

Hoverboards were among 
the best selling items during 
the holiday season despite the 
fact that they are currently il-
legal across the five boroughs 
because they are considered 
motor vehicles and all motor 
vehicles must be registered 
with the state DMV. 

But the state Department of 
Transportation contends mo-
torized self-balancing devices 
like the hoverboard cannot be 
registered with the DMV, so 
they are not permitted.

Therefore, the NYPD can 
fine anyone caught gliding on 
the motorized, self-balancing, 
two-wheel scooters in public 
up to $500. Now two Queens 
lawmakers and several gov-
ernment colleagues are trying 
to change that. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) and 
state Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) say 
they plan to push new legisla-
tion that would create a regis-
try and declassify the hover-

board as a motor vehicle under 
New York state law.

Under the proposal, hover-
boards and electric unicycles 
would no longer be considered 
“electric personal mobility as-
sistive devices.” In addition, 
state and municipal authori-
ties would have the ability to 
create unique sets of regula-
tions regarding hoverboards 
and electric unicycles.

“This is a bill that tries 
to keep up with technology,” 
Peralta said. “Because hover-
boards and electric unicycles 
are not cars or motor bikes, 
my proposal removes these de-
vices from what is considered 
a ‘motor vehicle’ under state 
law.”

Peralta said   during Cyber 
Monday, about 7,500 hover-
boards were sold nationwide, 
which means one every 12 sec-
onds. 

“These are some of the hot-
test items on store shelves and 
the idea here is that if they are 
sold legally in New York, as 
they are now, you should also 

be able to ride them in New 
York,” Peralta said.

His legislation would ren-
der the rule said to pertain 
to the use of hoverboards and 
electric unicycles in the city 
obsolete, creating a separate 
category for these devices. Fol-
lowing the creation of these 
categories, state and munici-
pal authorities would then 
have the power to act on safety 

and operational issues that 
are unique to the use of these 
technologies.

“Although you won’t find 
me on one, New Yorkers of all 
ages should be able to enjoy 
their gifts without the threat 
of a $200 to $500 fine,” Weprin 
said. “State law must keep up 
with technology and our bill 
does this for these new devic-
es.” 

Meanwhile, federal regu-
lators are looking into the 
safety of hoverboards. The 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission is investigating 
17 hoverboard-related fires in 
13 states, and there were 70 re-
ports of emergency room visits 
due to falls and collisions.

“I think that anyone that 
buys one of those things is out 
of their mind,” NYPD Com-
missioner Bill Bratton said. 
“We live in an extraordinarily 
crowded city. We have a hard 
enough time walking down 
the street, let alone hovering 
down.”

Peralta explained that noth-
ing in his bill “constricts the 
ability of state or municipal 
governments to address the 
operational or safety concerns 
relative to these devices; quite 
conversely, it allows these en-
tities to address these issues 
outside of the blanket regula-
tory scheme that is applicably 
to motor vehicles and electric 
personal assistive mobility de-
vices.”

Borough lawmakers push legislation that would legalize and regulate 
hoverboards, which are currently illegal in New York. 

Photo courtesy of awesomestufftobuy.com

Borough lawmakers want hoverboards legalized
Peralta, Weprin believe popular devices should no longer be defi ned as motor vehicles

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE OF RECORD OF DECISION

and notice of availability of Written Re-Evaluation 
and Technical Report for the Central Terminal 

Building Redevelopment Program, 
LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has issued a Written Re-Evaluation and Record
of Decision for design changes to the Central Terminal Building Redevelopment Program
at LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York, since the issuance of a Final Environmental
Assessment and DOT Section 4(f) Evaluation and FAA's Finding of No Significant
Impact/Record of Decision (FONSI/ROD) Evaluation on December 11, 2014. The 2014
Final Environmental Assessment and FONSI/ROD included documentation of compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and Federal Executive Order
11988: Floodplain Management. After careful evaluation and thorough analysis presented
in the Written Re-Evaluation, Record of Decision and Technical Report, the FAA has
concluded that a supplement to the original Environmental Assessment for this project is
not required since the airport sponsor did not make substantial changes in the proposed
action that could affect the action’s environmental effects and that there are no significant
new changes, circumstances or information relevant to the proposed action, its affected
environment, or its environmental impacts.

A copy of the document may be viewed online at: http://www.panynj.gov/about/studies-
reports.html. Copies are also available at the following locations:

The Port Authority of NY &NJ               The Port Authority of NY & NJ
Aviation Department                             Terminal Redevelopment Program
Four World Trade Center                      LaGuardia Airport
150 Greenwich Street, 18th Floor         Hangar 7, 3rd Floor (Marine Air Terminal area)
New York, NY 10007                            Flushing, NY  11371
Attn: Edward Knoesel                           Attn: Rosie Pabon
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm                   Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00pm

Queens Borough Public Library            Queens Borough Public Library
35-51 81st Street                                  41-17 Main Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11372                 Flushing, NY 11355
Hours: Check with library branch          Hours: Check with library branch
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The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

DESIGNER COATS $9999 VALUE $350

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967

Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
ST

E
R

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Menu
APPETIZER:

Hot Antipasto includes Baked Clams, 
Eggplant Rollatini & Fried Calamari

SALAD:

Spinach & Goat Cheese with Tomato, 
Cucumber & Raspberry Vinaigrette

PASTA:

Lobster Ravioli with Creamy Pesto Sauce

ENTREE:

Filet Mignon with Sauteed Shrimp
with Truffl e-Scented Mashed Red Potato 

& Julienne Vegetables

DESSERT:

Chocolate Symphony

@Douglaston_Manor  @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

presents

VALENTINES DAY 
SPECIAL

Join Us Sunday, February 14, 2016, 4–8pm

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

$55  plus tax

Call for reservations: 718-224-8787
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BY BILL PARRY

When the borough’s first 
medical marijuana dispen-
sary opens near the Queens 
Center mall in Elmhurst in 
the coming weeks, it will be 
the first in the world certi-
fied as kosher by the Ortho-
dox Union. 

Vireo Health of New York, 
formerly known as Empire 
State Health Solutions, which 
will operate the facility at 89-
55 Queens Blvd., announced 
that all of the company’s 
products will carry the trade-
marked ‘OU’ symbol for the 
first time ever on medical 
cannabis products, including 
the company’s vaporization 
cartridges, oils and capsules.

“Being certified kosher by 
the OU will not only help us 
serve the dietary needs of the 
largest Jewish community 
in the United States, but also 
combat unfortunate stigmas 
associated with medical can-
nabis,” Vireo Health of New 
York CEO Ari Hoffnung said. 
“This announcement sends 
an important message to New 
Yorkers of all faiths and back-
grounds that using medical 
cannabis to alleviate pain 
and suffering does not in any 
way represent an embrace of 
‘pot’ culture. Patients should 
never feel guilty or ashamed 
for using a product recom-
mended by their physicians.”

Prior to awarding Vireo 
Health kosher certification, 
OU Kosher leadership held 
extensive conversations with 
the company’s senior man-
agement. OU Kosher’s rab-
binic field representatives 
then visited Vireo’s medical 
cannabis cultivation and lab 
facilities in upstate Fulton 
County, for inspection and 
verification, to assure that 
all OU Kosher standards and 
policies were in place.

“We are pleased to grant 
kosher certification to Vireo 
Health of New York’s medi-
cal cannabis products, which 
were developed to alleviate 
pain and suffering in ac-
cordance with the New York 
State Compassionate Care 
Act,” OU Kosher CEO Rabbi 
Menachem Genack said. 
“Judaism prioritizes health 
and encourages the use of 
medicine designed to im-
prove one’s health or reduce 
pain. Using medical canna-
bis products recommended 
by a physician should not be 
regarded as a chet, a sinful 
act, but rather as a mitzvah, 
an imperative, a command-
ment.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed the Compassionate 
Care Act into law in July 
2014, allowing patients to use 
medical cannabis if they have 
been diagnosed with a specif-
ic severe, debilitating or life-
threatening condition such 
as cancer, HIV infection or 
AIDS, Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
multiple sclerosis, epilepsy, 
Huntington’s disease or any 
other condition added by the 
commissioner of the state De-
partment of Health. Patients 
who are certified by their 
practitioners must apply to 
the DOH to obtain a registry 
identification card in order 
to obtain medical cannabis.

“We are thrilled to be 
the first medical cannabis 
company in the world to join 
companies like Novartis and 
Pfizer that chose the OU for 
their kosher certification,” 
Vireo Health CEO Dr. Kyle 
Kingsley said. “Vireo and the 
OU both share a deep commit-
ment to rigorous quality stan-
dards, and we look forward to 
broadening our relationship 
as we expand our operations 
into other states.”

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
  
Despite a slight increase in 

murder and rape, overall crime 
in Queens has decreased by 6 
percent since 2014, according 
to the latest numbers released 
by the NYPD. 

The NYPD reported Mon-
day that overall crime totals 
for the seven major index 
crimes across the city fell by 
1.7 percent in 2015, the lowest 
level on record. 

Over the past two years, 
there has been a 5.8 percent 
decrease in overall crime—
police officials said the city 
has seen record lows in sev-
eral major crime categories: 
murder, rape, robbery, felony 
assault, burglary and grand 
larceny. 

In 2014, the city recorded 
the lowest murder and robbery 
rates in 50 years, and in 2015 
burglary and grand larceny 
auto were at their lowest levels 
in more than 50 years, accord-
ing to police officials. 

In Queens,  the crime rate  
declined by 6 percent across 
the borough. In Queens North, 
which covers the 104,108,109, 
110,111,112, 114 and 115th pre-
cincts, there was an estimated 
9 percent decrease in overall 
crime and a 37 percent slide 
in homicide when compared 

to 2014, according to the lat-
est NYPD statistics available 
from the week ending Dec. 27. 
Yet rapes across Queens North 
have gone up by 1.4 percent. 

In Queens South, which cov-
ers the 100,101,102, 103,105,106, 
107 and the 113th precincts, 
the crime rate decreased by 3.2 
percent although there was a 
13.5 percent rise in homicides 
and a 2.8 percent increase in 
rapes, according to the lat-
est NYPD statistics available.  
The most dramatic drops of 12 
percent were in burglary and 
grand larceny incidents.  

“At this point, 2015 marks 
the safest year in the modern 
history in New York City,” 
Police Commissioner William 
Bratton said at a news confer-
ence Monday.  “Since 1993, we 
have experienced more than a 
75 percent decrease in crime 
and an 81 percent decrease 
in murders. Today, we are 
practicing precision-policing 
focused on addressing the 
pockets of crime that remain, 
while exercising discretion 
in enforcement and reducing 
the number of enforcement en-
counters across the city.”

Since Dec. 27, there has 
been at least one murder in 
South Jamaica, of a 16-year-
old boy from Rosedale who 
was found fatally shot Dec. 

31 by police, according to the 
NYPD. 

“Last year’s record low 
crime rate is further proof 
that the NYPD is the best po-
lice force in the world,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “And next 
year, we won’t stop working to 
ensure our officers have the 
equipment, support, and re-
sources they need to continue 
protecting our residents each 
day.”

City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito said, “The 
City Council is fully commit-
ted to providing the NYPD 
with the resources it needs to 
continue to keep New Yorkers 
safe,” .

In 2015, the City Council 
helped bring in 1,300 addition-
al new officers, helped invest 
in new bullet-resistant vests 
and strengthened police and 
community relations. Most 
recently, the NYPD added an 
interactive map which will 
be updated frequently to re-
flect the crime rates from each 
precinct down to a city block 
across the city. 

 
Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 

Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.When the borough's first medical marijuana dispensary opens in 

Elmhurst in the coming weeks, its cannabis products will be certified 
kosher. Photo by Bill Parry

Overall crime in the city fell by 1.7 percent compared to 2014. The city has seen record lows in the major crime 
categories of murder, rape, robbery, felony assault, burglary and grand larceny. 

Queens crime off 6%
Yet murder, rape record small rise across boro

Elmhurst marijuana
will be kosher meds
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POLICE 

Blotter
RIDGEWOOD — Three suspects 

arrested for a New Year’s Day robbery 
and slashing of a man in Ridgewood 
have been charged with gang assault, 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. 

Hamler De Jesus, 19, of Ridgewood, 
William Gonzalez, 22, of Ozone Park 
and a 14-year-old boy are accused of 
repeatedly striking a 21-year-old man 
with a machete and robbing him of 
$200 and jewelry, Brown said..

The incident happened at the corner 
of St. Nicholas Avenue and Palmetto 
Street. Seven other men who are sus-
pected to have taken part in the beat-
ing remain at large, Brown said.

According to a criminal complaint 
filed by the district attorney’s office, 
the three identified suspects punched 
the male victim and threw him to the 
ground. Soon after, the suspects attacked the victim with the sword, causing 
lacerations to the victim’s face, shoulder, back and chest, the DA said.

During the assault, the alleged perpetrators removed the victim’s right ear-
ring, two gold chains from his neck and the cash from his pants pockets, police 
said. 

The victim was treated at a nearby hospital where he received 29 stitches, the 
DA said.

The three suspects face charges of robbery, gang assault, felony assault and 
criminal possession of a weapon, and are scheduled to return to court Jan. 13, 
according to the DA.

The trio were arraigned New Year’s Day. 
Bail was set at $10,000 for DeJesus and $25,000 for Gonzalez, the DA said.  The 

bail for the juvenile was not known. 

LONG ISLAND CITY — The NYPD 
were looking for two men in connec-
tion with a string of burglaries in the 
108th Precinct between October and 
December.

The suspects picked the apartment 
doors’ locks in order to enter the loca-
tions, according to the police. 

The most recent incident occurred 
Dec. 22 between 2:30 p.m. and 3:15 
p.m., police said. The suspect entered 
an apartment on 43rd Avenue when 
a 45-year-old woman entered and ob-
served him. 

The suspect fled through a window 
and up a fire escape and nothing was 
taken, officials said.

Another incident occurred the same 
day, they said.

The first incident took place Oct. 3 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. when 
the suspects took an Omega watch and 
a Samsung tablet from an apartment 
on 50th Street, officials added. 

There were also similar incidents 
on Oct. 4, Oct. 19, Nov. 4, Nov. 6 and 
Dec. 19, police said.

The suspects are described as a 
man between 50 and 60 years old and 
another man between 40 and 45 years 
old. 

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing, according 
to a police spokesman.

RICHMOND HILL — Police were 
looking for a man suspected of stealing 
from a jewelry store in Richmond Hill 
in December, police said. 

Police described the suspect as a 
black male who walked into a Guyana 
Gold jewelry shop located at 124-18 Lib-
erty Ave. in Richmond Hill. 

According to police, the suspect 

asked to try on a gold necklace. The 
clerk complied and gave the suspect 
the necklace, which he then put around 
his neck. The suspect then fled the jew-
elry shop wearing the necklace, police 
said.

Police said there were no reported 
injuries.

The brutal gang assault and robbery oc-
curred at the corner of St. Nicholas Avenue 
and Palmetto Street. Google Earth

Man takes necklace from jewelry shop: Cops

Suspects sought in series of thefts: NYPD

Three charged in Ridgewood attack: DAC.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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Petro Home Services is delighted 
to announce that the winners of 
their ‘Warm Home’ program will 
be getting up to 1,000 gallons of oil 
or propane delivered to warm their 
homes this winter season. 

The ‘Warm Home’ program ran 
in early December 2015 and  invited 
customers and community mem-
bers throughout the company’s 
service areas in DC, Connecticut, 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and 
Virginia, to nominate an individ-
ual or family in their neighborhood 
which they felt deserved a season’s 
oil or propane fill of up to 1,000 gal-
lons.  

All of the winners of the season’s 
worth of oil or propane have been 
notified and the Petro team is cur-
rently coordinating with each of 
them to make sure that they enjoy 
a warm home this winter as quickly 
as possible.  

“Everyone on the Petro team 
wants to thank all of our customers 

and members of the community for 
all of their nominations” said Joe 
McDonald, Senior Vice President 
Sales & Marketing for Petro Home 

Services. “The personal stories that 
were shared by caring neighbors 
about those who deserved an oil or 
propane fill were heartwarming 
and incredibly touching. In fact, 
one of our General Managers (who 
notified a winner) mentioned that 
‘this made the holidays extremely 
special for our recipient but it re-
ally made our holidays too as we 
did something extremely special 
for her and her family.’  And, that’s 
what this program is all about. Ev-
eryone in the community, helping 

those who are in need of the most 
basic essential, a warm home.”  

From heating oil, natural gas 
and propane services to AC, gen-

erators, plumbing and more, help-
ing customers save on energy costs 
and keep comfortable at home is 
what drives the Petro Home Ser-
vices team every day. You can learn 
more about Petro Home Services, 

its services and special offers by 
visiting petro.com or by calling 
1.800.645.4328.

Petro Home Services is the 
country’s #1 home heating oil 
provider with over 100 years of in-
dustry experience. Our large net-
work and resources enables them 
to support each customer’s home 
comfort needs better than any 
other heating oil company. With 
local customer service profes-
sionals, drivers and technicians, 
Petro Home Services is always 
there, whatever the weather--24/7, 
all year. For more information 
about Petro Home Services, call 
1.800.645.4328 or visit www.petro.
com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Petro Home Services Delivers Up To 1,000 Gallons Of 
Oil Or Propane To Deserving Neighbors This Winter.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER
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Western Queens is turning into Dodge City, a 
wicked part of town where urban cowboys let off 
steam after taking the trail from Manhattan to the 
outer borough. Many of the same temptations that 
made the 19th-century cowtown infamous lure the 
21st-century dudes to Long Island City and Maspeth: 
women, booze and guns. Add drugs to the mixture 
and the late night crime stats are ready to roll.

Something must be done to stop the shootings, 
stabbings and robberies that have plagued the club 
scene in recent years.

Last week thugs ambushed NBA player Clean-
thony Early outside a Maspeth strip club at around 
4 a.m. as he was being driven off in a Uber car. Using 
time-honored third-world tactics, the thieves were in 
several cars that ambushed the taxi and forced Early 
to turn over cash, bling and even his gold tooth caps. 
Not satisfied, a gunman shot Early in the knee, a sav-
age act that could have ended his career.

The next night the gents apparently returned to 
Maspeth to firebomb the club in hopes of destroying 
any evidence that could identify them, police believe.

This is not casual crime. The attack on Early ap-
pears preplanned and designed to injure a young 
athlete whose mother took him out of the projects in 
the Bronx to save him from street violence.

Days before Early became another club statistic, 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and commu-
nity leaders held a rally to pressure the State Liquor 
Authority to revoke the license of Club Allure, which 
has a long rap sheet. The LIC club has been the site 
of 20 criminal complaints, 15 DWI arrests, gun pos-
session charges and drug counts over the past two 
years, according to the NYPD.

In October 2014 four bystanders were wounded in 
gunfire that erupted outside the club. The following 
month a patron was stabbed inside. Six weeks ago 
two men at the Secrets Gentlemen’s Club in Sun-
nyside got into an argument and one shot the other 
dead, police said. Word has it they were friends.

Enough is enough.
The police precincts in these neighborhoods are 

stretched thin. They keep a squad car outside the 
joints in the wee hours, but their resources are need-
ed in other places at the same time.

The State Liquor Authority should swiftly revoke 
the licenses of the clubs where felonies have occurred. 
Then the NYPD should send in recruits to clean up 
these nightspots and take steps to shut them down if 
they continue to be a draw for illegal activity.

We’re not Puritans in Queens. But we’re not the 
Wild West either and we must regain control of what 
has become our unsavory nightlife.

THE WEST GONE WILD 

The city must ensure elevator safety 
The recent tragic death of a 

young man due to an elevator 
malfunction should certainly not 
have occurred, but that should be 
a wake-up call to inspect every 
single elevator in every city hous-
ing project in all five boroughs 
immediately!

All these elevators should be 
in perfect working order, ten-
ants should not have to be fearful 
of using them each day. If there 

are malfunctioning elevators in 
a building, they need to immedi-
ately be taken out of service and 
repaired by the elevator mainte-
nance people.

How many more innocent 
residents in our city housing 
projects are going  to have to be 
injured or killed before this seri-
ous problem with the elevators is 
corrected? Where is the money 
allocated by the city for these 

types of necessary repairs? The 
safety of all city housing tenants 
is a must, and the mayor had bet-
ter get moving to see that that is 
the case now, instead of worry-
ing about the city’s horses and 
carriages. Get your priorities in 
order, Mayor DeBlasio!

John Amato
Fresh Medows
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READERS WRITE

The Chain Theatre opened 
its doors days after Hurricane 
Sandy. When looking back 
at that time, Artistic Direc-
tor Kirk Gostkowski remem-
bers late nights passing the 
black Manhattan skyline still 
waiting for power, crammed 
roadways, searching for gas 
and sore muscles from laying 
plywood for the new flooring. 
As New Yorkers know, Hurri-
cane Sandy brought the city to 
a standstill, which caused our 
hired contractors to walk out 
on the job. With time and mon-
ey running tight, it was up to 
the artistic team to trudge 
through the chaos and finish 
the build. 

And we did. We watched 
that first night as patrons en-
tered the space noticing aro-
mas of fresh paint and wood 
and knew that we had created 
something very special. Af-
ter 15 main stage productions 
(from Arthur Miller’s “Af-
ter the Fall,” to David Rabe’s 
“Hurlyburly”), six Play Festi-
vals, three international film 

festivals, and dozens of comedy 
events, we were given notifica-
tion that our lease was to be 
terminated in early February 
2016 to make way for new lux-
ury condos. Before we knew 
it, three years had passed and 
we are forced to say goodbye to 
the place we had poured our 
hearts into.

During the announcement 
of the theatre closing, some-
thing happened that although 
seemingly obvious, surprised 
us. We had been working so 
hard we haven’t had a chance to 
see the huge amount of people 
impacted by the theater. They 
were all coming out to support 
us, share their own grief and 
send messages of encourage-
ment, as they too said goodbye 
to a place they called home.

We set out to create a place 
that could benefit artists, and 
we didn’t know exactly what 
the impact had been until the 
space was in jeopardy. Words 
of support poured in, such as, 
“The Chain epitomizes what 
it means to have a passion for 

art.” Describing the Chain as 
a place that is “a home away 
from home,” “more than just a 
‘place’ to so many people,” and 
a place, “where people have 
come to feel fully accepted by a 
community of artists,”  artists 
of all ages, directors, actors, 
filmmakers and playwrights, 

are sharing how the Chain 
Theatre was a safe, profession-
al, creative space like nowhere 
else in New York City.

We do not see this as the end-
ing of an incredible adventure. 
We view this time as a continu-
ation of our story and an op-
portunity to expand. Perhaps 

one of our interns, SanMartin 
Garcia, said it best: “The plays 
themselves are great, but to me 
they mean nothing without the 
people who have helped bring 
them to life.” We look to con-
tinue building our community. 
We ask now for the support of 
Long Island City and the New 
York City theatre community. 
Donate, share our campaign 
or your own story about the 
Chain Theatre. We too believe 
that it is the people who make 
a home. The stories and lives 
touched are the fuel for our 
passion to create art. The peo-
ple of Queens want the Chain 
Theatre. Help us continue that 
mission.

See support videos from 
many artists as well as our 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer, plus more about our 
story, on our campaign page: 
http://igg.me/at/savethechain

Christina Perry 
Director of Development

The Chain Theatre
Long Island City 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
idea to house the homeless at  
Creedmoor has been unoffi-
cially dropped. My wife and I 
live a few blocks from Creed-
moor Psychiatric Center in 
Queens Village. We therefore 
have been concerned over 
this proposal. I’m not biased 
against the homeless, for I 
was homeless 40 years ago 
and I do feel their pain and 
loneliness and desperation. 
Yet temporary shelters are 
costly and do not solve the 
problem.

In my opinion, we need 
low-cost permanent housing, 
which I believe is the ulti-
mate goal.

Added to the problem, some 
of the homeless have psychi-

atric problems, although at 
Creedmoor they have facili-
ties to deal with those issues. 
And yet there are no guaran-
tees preventing those with 
certain issues from walking 
around where they could still 
endanger those in the com-
munities of Bellerose, Floral 
Park, Glen Oaks Village and 
Queens Village.

I believe Governor An-
drew Cuomo and Mayor Bill 
de Blasio need to come up 
with a plan for the homeless 
that offers a permanent solu-
tion that works for all con-
cerned and provides decent 
and affordable housing.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
An article published in the Bayside Times Friday, Dec. 11, “CB 11 opposes improvements to Bayside BP,” incorrectly 
identifi ed the address of the zoning variance applicant as the BP station at 218-01 Northern Blvd. The article was 
actually referring to the BP location at 204-12 Northern Blvd.

One need not be surprised. 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) and City Council 
members Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills), Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
support allowing private for-
profit companies to use Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park for 
music events that will require 
paid admissions.

These individuals haven’t 
the slightest notion concern-
ing the importance of urban 
parks and FMCP in particular. 
They treat FMCP as real estate 
to be sold off to the highest bid-
der and the little people who 
need and use the park should 
be content to spend their free 
time sitting on the sidewalk 

in front of their places of resi-
dence.

Over 100 years ago, Freder-
ick Law Olmstead, the genius 
who created Central Park and 
Prospect Park in this city and 
important parks elsewhere 
said:

“The survival of our park 
system requires the exclusion 
from its management of real 
estate dealers and politicians 
and that the first duty of our 
park trustees is to hand down 
from one generation to the 
next the treasure of scenery 
which the city has placed in 
their care.”

Suffice it to say, the vast 
populations that now occupy 
our cities, make it clear Mr. 
Olmstead’s admonition is 

more pertinent today in re-
quiring even more vigilant 
protection of our urban parks. 
It is evident Crowley, Koslow-
itz, Ferreras-Copeland and 
Koo do not possess the intel-
lectual ability to understand 
what Mr. Olmstead was talk-
ing about, raising serious 
questions about their ability 
to hold public office. Fortu-
nately, term limits will in the 
near future cause the exit of 
these City Council members 
from the City Council. I doubt 
they will be missed, and hope 
they will be replaced by a 
breath of fresh air in an other-
wise stolid chamber.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

House the homeless

A theater struggles to stay in Queens

Parks need the council’s support

 Photo courtesy of The Chain Theatre
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E
very Sunday morning 
a radio interview pro-
gram on 970 AM is host-
ed by John Catsimatidis 

from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. It started 
out as a small enterprise about 
a year ago and is now consid-
ered a major weekend inter-
view program.

People from all walks of 
life, including elected officials 
and candidates from both ma-
jor political parties, have ap-
peared on Catsimatidis’ radio 
show. The program is periodi-
cally mentioned by New York 
newspapers in terms of quota-
tions by prominent guests that 
appear on the show. This radio 
program has grown in impor-

tance in terms of bringing the 
news to the listening audience. 
There are plans to expand the 
show to ensure reaching more 
people.

Catsimatidis, who is one of 
the wealthiest men in the Unit-
ed States, ran for New York 
City mayor in 2013. Although 
he didn’t win, he ran a strong 
race. He might possibly run 
again in the near future. That 
remains to be seen.

In a recent interview I had 
with him, he indicated that 
one major reason for the suc-
cess of his radio program was 
that he emphasizes bringing 
the truth to his listeners.

Regarding several issues 
affecting New York City, he 
strongly favors keeping the 
horses and carriages in Cen-
tral Park. If anything, he 
would favor expanding it to 
include areas of the park for 
training and maintaining 
horses.

He feels that law enforce-

ment can achieve a better 
working relationship with the 
communities, by contact and 
trying to work out differenc-
es before they become major 
problems.

Catsimatidis believes that 
the economy of our city could 
be improved if the under-
ground economy paid its fair 
share of taxes. He indicated 
that there are a significant 
number of businesses that 
have not been paying taxes. He 
feels if this situation were cor-
rected, it could go a long way 
toward improving the city fi-
nances.

He also believes that nation-
al security will be the most im-
portant issue of the 2016 presi-
dential race. The safety of our 
people is paramount.

He is not going to endorse a 
candidate for president at this 
time. He may do so in the fu-
ture. Aside from public safety, 
he feels that improving public 
education is very important. 

He wants to see vocational 
training in addition to aca-
demic courses in our public 
schools.

Catsimatidis feels a de-
votion to New York City. He 
has achieved the American 
Dream through his business 
operations. For the time be-
ing, he will be working to 
constantly improve his radio 
program.

If he decides to run for pub-
lic office, he will have the ad-
vantage of having considerable 
financial resources. Years ago 
another wealthy New Yorker 
ran for public office. He was 
Nelson Rockefeller, who be-
came our governor. If Catsi-
matidis runs for mayor or any 
other office, he will make a 
strong candidate.

John Catsimatidis has had 
a very successful career in 
business throughout his life 
by first building a chain of su-
permarkets in New York City 
and then branching out into 

other areas. We will see how 
his career develops during the 
next few years.

Recently we have seen the 
speaker of the New York State 
Assembly and the leader of the 
state Senate driven from office 
due to corrupt practices. Some 
type of a system of checks and 
balances needs to be adopted 
by our legislative branch of 
government. Our people have 
the right to expect honest 
government. Periodically, dis-
honest legislators emerge and 
achieve high leadership posi-
tions. The practice must cease. 
Here in New York State next 
year, in statewide elections, 
honesty in government will 
be an issue that will get a lot 
of interest. 

Let us hope that honest 
state government will develop 
and that corrupt practices 
will be a thing of the past. Our 
people deserve nothing less.

R
eaders: Right about now, 
you may be feeling bad 
about the resolutions 
you’ve already broken, 

crushed into a million pieces 
and washed down with a pint 
of  Banana Chocolate Swirl 
Talenti .

But there’s no need to hate 
your ice-cream-addicted, nev-
er-get-ahead, willpower-of-a-
gnat (who doesn’t exercise) 
self. No indeed! 

A year-long resolution is 
simply too hard! The trick 
is to clear your mind and re-
solve to spend just two hours 
as the new you. All you need 
is a new “Post-New Year’s, 
Two-Hours-Only Resolution.”

It’s easy! Here’s how I did 
it. As of Jan. 4, 9:30 a.m., I re-
resolved that:

— I will not eat a second 

breakfast, right down to the 
extra buttery toast, with the 
excuse that, “I get my best 
work done right after a satis-
fying breakfast!” (But… but-
tery toast. Mmm...)

—No, no, no! They say that 
after you do something for 30 
days, it becomes a habit. So if 
I can just spend the next two 
hours being good, that’s like 
30 days on Mercury, right? 
(And then I’ll be trim and 
healthy and positive!.... Posi-
tive I need more butter-slath-
ered toast.)

—No! Positive about life! 
And health! And exercise! 
Like, I am positively glad I 
just joined the gym for a full 
year starting, um, let me 
check… Saturday?! I’ve al-
ready wasted almost a week 
of this ridiculous overpriced 
gym filled with torture equip-
ment and people who look like 
they should be  doing Dasani 
ads ? 

—When all there really 
was was me, walking around 
the exercise room right be-
fore New Year’s, checking it 
out, imagining me so buff I’m 
no longer about to pass out on 

63rd Street when the escala-
tor isn’t working up from the 
F train (ahem, MTA). And 
then I decided, “Yes! I’ll join 
for the free January and then 
be stuck paying through the 
nose for the next 11 months.” 
(Okay. Reset. The joyous ex-
ercisers are not “them.” They 
are me. I will become one of 
them. Hello, yoga for begin-
ners!)

— Although, are there ac-
tually any yoga beginners 
left, besides me? I remember 
trying yoga once so long ago, 
it was before some cynical 
yogi came up with the idea of 
yoga mats—something you 
have to buy to do something 
that about a billion people do 
every day who live on lentils. 
Do you suppose they scrimp 
and save so that one glorious 
day, God willing, forget about 
replacing the dead goat, they 
can buy a yoga mat? (Or yoga 
pants?) 

— Can you believe that stu-
pid gym? Filled with sweaty 
hypocrites who can’t stop 
gulping water, wearing pants 
that cost more than a micro-
loan that could give the chil-

dren fresh goat milk every 
day and lift the entire family 
out of poverty? No way am I 
going there! For exercise, I’ll 
just start getting off the sub-
way one stop earlier. (A stop 
with a working escalator.)

— I will also quit reading 
my e-mails when I should 
be—Wow, this prince in Ni-
geria needs help securing his 
insurance windfall!—concen-
trating. (What’s more, I will 
spend at least part of my day 
at my desk standing, since sit-
ting is the new smoking.)

— Or maybe I just won’t 
start smoking. Or even vape. 
Because vaping is the new 
smoking, too, except no one 
can agree if it’s going to kill 
you or just make someone 
want to kill you because 
you’re such a poser. 

—Question: How hip is it 
to smell like a grape Tootsie 
Pop?

—Resolve: I will not keep 
drifting off topic! I will con-
centrate on eating better, ex-
ercising more, and focusing 
on my toast. (Work, I mean! 
Focusing on my work! I will 
also read more books, call 

my relatives, write thank you 
notes and—OMG! Notes!)

—I will mail out my holi-
day cards! ( OK, yes, yes, I will 
also write them first. Jeez. 
And put them in envelopes. 
What am I, Superman? I sup-
pose you think I should find a 
bunch of stamps, too? Which 
would mean digging through 
the stationery drawer, which 
no one has successfully dug 
through since stamps came 
in a roll and you had to lick 
them. They had prices on 
them, too. Speaking of which, 
how many 37-cent stamps 
does it take to mail a holiday 
card around mid-January?

— Presidents Day is a holi-
day too, you know. I’ll just 
say, “Happy Presidents Day” 
on them. It’s my personal 
toast to our presidents.

— TOAST!!!

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

A radio program tunes in to the big issues

Two hours to a better you this New Year

William
Lewis
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Aviator Sports and Events Center
3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

Register today! AviatorCamps.com

At Aviator Summer Day Camp,
WE HAVE IT ALL!

There is no limit to the fun your children will have!

Call us today to schedule a tour and learn more:

(718) 758-7510
• New programming for 2016! •

• Air conditioned buses! •

Your kids will thank you!
Early Bird pricing until January 31, 2016.

Your kids will thank you!

W
hen I was growing 
up on the Upper West 
Side, I was a huge 
sports fan, my mood 

fluctuating with the fortunes 
of the Mets and Knicks. On 
days when one of my teams 
was playing, I had a frisson of 
anticipation lifting my already 
youthful optimism.

As someone who now might 
delicately be called middle 
aged, I often lament having 
lost that long-ago feeling of ex-
uberance and wonder at some-
thing so seemingly trivial as a 
New York Mets day game.

It occurs to me that being 
a sports fan combines a lot of 
things that make life more in-
teresting: hero worship, paro-

chial rooting for one’s city, and 
a view of the world that clearly 
separates the winners from 
the losers.

If only life were so simple.
Thankfully, presidential 

elections feel like the Super 
Bowl all the time. The stakes 
are high, the candidates ideal-
ly the best in their profession, 
and we have only one winner.

As the 2016 presidential 
campaign kicks into high 
gear, I rarely miss a moment 
of the televised debates, I vo-
raciously read the newspapers 
and websites devoted to poli-
tics and I have that youthful 
feeling of unmitigated excite-
ment rising in my system.

2016 promises to be an elec-
tion season like no other. I re-
call being entranced by 2008, 
as a long-shot from Chicago 
came out of nowhere to eclipse 
the Democratic coronation of 
the first female presidential 
nominee and then electrified 
the country with his eloquent 
call for change and a more 

thoughtful America.
The horse race between Ba-

rack Obama and Hillary Clin-
ton was mesmerizing. Like 
many Americans, I was moved 
by Obama’s backstory as the 
peripatetic son of an African 
man and a Kansas City woman, 
whose drive and sheer intelli-
gence vaulted him to Columbia 
and then Harvard Law School 
and then the U.S. Senate.

Many people say that each 
presidential election is a direct 
response to America’s frus-
trations with the previous oc-
cupant of the Oval Office. Bill 
Clinton’s youthful idealism 
and Horatio Alger story was an 
antidote to the stale and failed 
ideas of George Bush senior.

Barack Obama was the an-
tithesis of George W. Bush: a 
smart,  articulate, cool liberal. 
Obama was against the calam-
itous Iraq War, unlike Hillary, 
and his ability to lift the coun-
try through his soaring rheto-
ric was a welcome change from 
the English-challenged Bush.

And now, oh boy, we have 
the 2016 primary season about 
to kick off in Iowa. There is 
something for everyone who 
has any interest in politics and 
in the future of public policy. 

On the Democratic side, 
you’ve got the presumptive 
frontrunner, Hillary Clinton, 
the link to the centrist Dems 
of the 1990s. She doesn’t scare 
Wall Street, wants to help 
Main Street, and will be an-
other historic figure if she be-
comes the first woman leader 
of the Free World.

The Republicans offer a 
lot of (less than optimal) op-
tions, from the new guard of 
the GOP (Rubio and Cruz), to 
the dynastic (Jeb!), to the mod-
erate Midwesterner (Kasich). 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie, who was left for dead just 
a month ago, looks revived 
because of the endorsement of 
New Hampshire’s largest daily 
newspaper. 

But then, there is Donald 
Trump, the 800-pound gorilla 

of the campaign. For more 
than six months, reports of his 
death have been greatly exag-
gerated. The feisty, fast-talk-
ing developer from Queens 
has made himself the focus of 
a tsunami of media attention. 

Like many in America 
these past few months, I can’t 
stop watching Trump. He’s a 
walking train wreck, an enter-
taining (and offensive) trash 
talker, and a showman like 
we’ve never seen on the nation-
al stage. He is so unpredictable 
that I think I sometimes watch 
him just to see what outra-
geous and crazy statement he 
will make next. It’s like watch-
ing Philippe Petit on the high 
wire; just when you think he’s 
about to fall and crash to earth, 
he manages to find his balance 
and marches forward.

Like the kid who couldn’t 
wait for the next game, I’m 
now counting the days to 
the debates and primaries of 
2016—it’s going to be a wild 
ride.

COLUMNS

Picking winners in the presidential horse race

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The priciest homes in 
Queens aren’t where one 
might think. Forest Hills Gar-
dens, not Long Island City or 
Douglas Manor, took the top 
spot with a median sale price 
of $1.3 million, up from $1.1 
million last year, according to 
a new report released by real 
estate metrics firm Property-
Shark.

The leafy hamlet, known 
for its pre-war Tudor houses 
and posh tennis club, ranked 
15th citywide and is the sec-
ond-most expensive neighbor-
hood outside of Manhattan, 
surpassed only by Dumbo in 
Brooklyn.

Malba, a small enclave 
near Whitestone, came in as 
the second-most expensive 
neighborhood in Queens.

 A total of 44 homes were 
sold in Forest Hills Gardens in 
2015. The five costliest proper-
ties in that area each sold for 
more than $2 million, includ-
ing a house at 56 Groton St. 
which was purchased on July 
31 for $2.7 million. 

In 2015, 986 homes, condos 

and co-op units were sold in 
the entire Forest Hills neigh-
borhood, including 99 homes 
at over $1 million, compared 
to just 55 such sales in 2014.

The priciest single-family 
home sale in Forest Hills 
took place in the Cord Meyer 
section of the neighborhood, 
where a home at 110-02 68th 
Drive was sold for $2.86 mil-

lion this March 6. The most 
expensive apartment was sold 
in The Aston, a new 16-story 
condo building at 108-20 71st 
Ave., where a penthouse unit 
was purchased on June 29 for 
$1.99 million.

The median sale price in 
Forest Hills reached $789,534, 
119 percent higher than the 
borough’s median sale price of 

$360,000, the report found. 
Overall, the median home 

sale price in Queens reached 
$360,000, an eight-year-high. 
That figure is reminiscent of 
levels seen before the housing 
market crisis, the report said.

Queens’ condo prices have 
also trended upwards over the 
past year. The borough’s  sales 
price for condos is $493,750, 

a historic high, according to 
a 2015 report from real estate 
firm Douglas Elliman.

As housing prices in tradi-
tionally high-priced Queens 
neighborhoods continue to 
climb Rego Park has also ex-
perienced an uptick in prices. 
The neighborhood, which is 
near Forest Hills Gardens, is 
receiving an influx of high-
end housing developments 
that offer relatively affordable 
sale prices. A new seven-story 
condominium currently under 
construction near The Con-
tour building at 97-45 Queens 
Blvd. marks the most recent 
project to pop up in the neigh-
borhood.

Seth Bornstein, the presi-
dent of the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, 
noted that a growing demand 
for condominiums is especial-
ly beneficial for the borough.

“People want to purchase,” 
he said. “There is a demand 
from people who want to in-
vest in the borough and that 
idea of ownership is a good 
thing. It adds to a sense of com-
munity.”

Historic Forest Hills Gardens is still Queens' priciest neighborhood. Photo by Michael Shain

Forest Hills Gds. costliest nabe in Queens
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Saturday, January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!,
 

Vivian E. Cook        Ruben Wills
announce a

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam?
 Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers  
to a FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event

All foam must bear the

 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

FREE Styrofoam Collection Drop-Off Event

Queens Location:
York College – Parking Lot

Queens, NY 11451
SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd. & Liberty Ave.

Assembly Member Council Member &
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The priciest homes in Queens 
aren’t where one might think. Forest 
Hills Gardens, not Long Island City or 
Douglas Manor, took the top spot with 
a median sale price of $1.3 million, up 
from $1.1 million last year, according 
to a new report released by real estate 
metrics firm PropertyShark.

The leafy hamlet, known for its 
pre-war Tudor houses and posh tennis 
club, ranked 15th citywide and is the 
second-most expensive neighborhood 
outside of Manhattan, surpassed only 
by Dumbo in Brooklyn.

Malba, a small enclave near Whit-
estone, came in as the second-most ex-
pensive neighborhood in Queens.

 A total of 44 homes were sold in 

Forest Hills Gardens in 2015. The five 
costliest properties in that area each 
sold for more than $2 million, includ-
ing a house at 56 Groton St. which was 
purchased on July 31 for $2.7 million. 

In 2015, 986 homes, condos and co-
op units were sold in the entire For-
est Hills neighborhood, including 99 
homes at over $1 million, compared to 
just 55 such sales in 2014.

The priciest single-family home sale 
in Forest Hills took place in the Cord 
Meyer section of the neighborhood, 
where a home at 110-02 68th Drive was 
sold for $2.86 million this March 6. The 
most expensive apartment was sold in 
The Aston, a new 16-story condo build-
ing at 108-20 71st Ave., where a pent-
house unit was purchased on June 29 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A mother, her boyfriend and son 
were arrested on charges of witness 
tampering Saturday in connection 
with the last murder of 2015, the killing 
of a 16-year-old boy in South Jamaica, 
according to police officials. 

At the same time, an investigation 
into the first murder of the new year 
led to murder charges Wednesday 
against the boyfriend of a 19-year-old 
woman whose body was found in her 
Woodhaven home, police said.

Thirty minutes before midnight 
Dec. 31, 103rd Precinct police officers 
responded to a shooting at the corner 
of 109th Avenue and Merrick Boule-
vard, police said.

Police found 16-year-old Jihad Jack-
son, from Rosedale, shot once in the 
neck. He was unresponsive, according 
to police officials, who also said emer-
gency responders pronounced Jihad 
dead at the scene.

During the investigation into the 
murder, police arrested three people 
in connection with the crime: Eduardo 
Placencia, 18; Natalie Placencia, 49, 
Eduardo’s mother; and her boyfriend, 
Dorian Carr, 48. All three live near the 
scene of the slaying.

Police sources said there was evi-
dence from the Placencia home on Mer-
rick Boulevard indicating that after Ji-
had was shot, he was moved outside.

According to the criminal com-
plaint file by the Queens district attor-
ney’s office, all three suspects admitted 
that Jackson’s body was removed from 
the home and police on the scene found 

a bloody cloth outside in the bushes 
near the Placencia home. 

Police said they have not yet deter-
mined the nature of the relationship 
between Jihad and the three suspects 
or the motive behind the death.

Less than 24 hours after the report 
of Jihad’s slaying, 102nd Precinct of-
ficers found an unconscious woman 
inside the first floor of her Woodhaven 
home.

Around 10:46 p.m., police discov-
ered 19-year-old Joceline Romo with 
no apparent trauma, lying face down 
on her bed, police officials said.

Emergency responders pronounced 

In 2015, there was a nearly 5 percent in-
crease in homicides—a total of 348—com-
pared to 2014, according to the NYPD.

Forest Hills Gds. named 
costliest nabe in Queens

NYPD arrests suspects
in two New Year killingsANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 8–14, 2016 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY BILL PARRY

The new year brought some 
relief for the borough’s strap-
hangers, bus riders and rail-
way riders as the new Com-
muter Benefits Law went into 
effect on Jan. 1. Under the law, 
signed by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
in October, employers with 20 
or more full-time, non-union 
employees are now required 
to offer a commuter benefits 
program to their employees, 
allowing them to contribute 
pre-tax income to purchase 
monthly transit passes. 

As a result, more than 
450,000 additional city workers 
will be able to save up to $800 a 
year in annual expenses. Last 
month, the federal government 
permanently increased the 
Mass Transit Commuter Bene-
fit to allow employees to use up 
to $225 of their pre-tax income 
per month for qualified transit 
expenses, up from the previ-
ous $130 cap—helping nearly 
one million New York region 
commuters save even more.

“At a time when so many 
New Yorkers are struggling to 
stretch their hard-earned dol-
lars, we are saving them hun-
dreds every year and encour-
aging a greener way to travel,” 
de Blasio said. “Through pow-
erful advocacy on the local 
and federal level to support 
our city’s straphangers, New 
York City employees and em-
ployers alike will feel the ben-
efits of this law in their pock-
etbooks.”

De Blasio joined U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
several city leaders to greet 
commuters during Monday’s 
morning rush, and hand out 
fliers reminding them of the 
new benefits.

“It is rare that by filling out 
a simple sheet of paper you can 
save $800 a year,” Schumer 
said. “We worked very hard to 
double the mass transit deduc-
tion for commuters and now it 
is up to them to take advantage 
by asking employers how to 
sign up. This is easy to do and 
costs the employer nothing. It 

is getting more and more ex-
pensive to commute and this 
now permanent benefit pro-
vides some real relief.”

The Department of Con-

sumer Affairs has mailed in-
formation to nearly 365,000 
businesses and sent an email 
blast to another 110,000 busi-
nesses to inform them of their 

responsibilities under this 
new law. DCA is conducting 
extensive outreach to educate 
employers about the law, and 
the second phase of the cam-
paign will launch this spring.

“The commuter benefit 
program is a win-win for both 
employers and employees,” 
DCA Commissioner Julie 
Menin said. “With the Com-
muter Benefits Law now in ef-
fect, we will continue working 
with employers across the five 
boroughs to ensure that its 
implementation is as smooth 
as possible and to encourage 
employees to sign up for this 
cost-saving benefit.”

The pre-tax money can 
be used for MTA subway and 
bus; Long Island Rail Road; 
Metro-North; Amtrak; eligible 
ferry, water taxi, vanpool and 
commuter bus services; and 
Access-A-Ride.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio and U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer greet straphangers 
with information about a new pre-tax commuter savings program. 

Courtesy of the Mayor's Office

Commuter tax benefi t program now in effect
Big savings for straphangers, other users of mass transit if proper paperwork is fi led

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY MADINA TOURE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has signed into 
a law a bill introduced by state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) that eliminates fines and 
forfeitures for drivers whose tickets 
have been dismissed.

The law, which Cuomo put his pen 
to Dec. 22, prohibits municipalities 
in New York state from assessing and 
collecting these additional fees associ-
ated with dismissed traffic and vehicle 
violations. The law will go into effect 
in 120 days. 

In the past, when a traffic or vehicle 
ticket was issued to an individual for a 
violation, there were typically accom-
panying administrative fees, fines, 
penalties or forfeitures. But when a vi-
olation was dismissed, the additional 
fees remained. 

DenDekker said he came up with 
the bill and reached out to Avella to 
have him sponsor the bill in the Sen-
ate.

The assemblyman said a few of his 
constituents contacted him, saying 
they had received violations in Nassau 
County, and when they went to court 
to fight the tickets, they were told by 
the judge that while the ticket was dis-
missed, they would still be assessed a 
$30 administrative fee. He felt he could 
not resolve the issue, as it occurred in 
Nassau County.

But after hearing a CBS News 
special report on the fees in Nassau 

County, he realized how widespread 
the issue is and the number of people 
affected, in addition to those in his   dis-
trict. He discovered the loophole, which 
he said some municipalities were ap-
parently using to raise revenue.

“In my opinion, though, it is unfair 
to the justice system,” he said. “The 
idea of justice in our country is that 
you should be able to—when you’re ac-
cused of something—go to court and if 
you win in court, you are vindicated 
and there should be no fine or penalty 
assessed to that.”

Avella said he was happy to intro-
duce the bill, noting that local mu-
nicipalities probably make a “sizable 
amount of money” from the fees. 

“Just the processing of this type of 
fee has a certain amount of cost associ-
ated with it, so to make it profitable for 
a municipality to do it, it’d have to be a 
significant amount,” he said. 

Alec Slatky, legislative analyst for 
government affairs for Triple AAA 
Northeast, said the purpose of the law 
is to ensure that innocence does not 
“come at a price.”

“We know times are tough and lo-
calities, they need to find ways to raise 
revenue, but it should not be on the 
backs of motorists and drivers who did 
nothing wrong,” Slatky said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

State Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (r.), along with state Sen. Tony Avella, announce a 
new state law that prohibits fines and forfeitures for people whose tickets have been dis-
missed. Photo by Michael Shain

New law to prohibit fi nes 
despite dismissed tickets

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH

MKT 15.71v1

WHERE
DO I
CLICK?

THE 
LOWEST 
COST 
Health 
PLAN 
ONLINE?
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Hindu worshipers ring in the new year

The New Year's Day sale includes saris that adorned the holy figures in the temple during the past year. The 
clothes carry a spititual meaning for the faithful. 

The Hindu god Ganesh, the presiding diety at the Hindu Temple Society, 
is made of black stone. But on New Year's Day, priests cover it with pure 
gold. Note the box of sweets at lower right, an offering to the god. 

Photos by Michael Shain

The gold and silver jewelry used to decorate the five 
 dieties in the temple, usually donations, is sold on New 
Year's Eve. The money goes to support the temple.

Worshipers gather around a lamp, the Hindu symbol of knowledge, held by a priest. More than 5,000 people 
showed up to pray at the temple on New Year's Day. 

The line of shoes in the courtyard outside the temple's entrance extends 
for nearly half a block. 

The temple's canteen is "bombarded with people 
on New Years' Day" eating from a holiday menu, 
says the society's president, Dr. Uma Mysorekar. 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Queens transportation ad-
vocates are growing frustrated 
with what they say are costly 
delays in implementing Select 
Bus Service along Woodhaven 
Boulevard.

According to a city Depart-
ment of Transportation pre-
sentation given in December, 
the project would arrive in 
phases: a short-term SBS pro-
gram will be implemented in 
early 2017 along the Q52 and 
Q53 bus routes before a full 
capital build-out, which does 
not yet have a completion 
date.

“The DOT has been study-
ing Woodhaven for the better 
part of five years and given 
how dangerous Woodhaven is, 
waiting many more months is 
not encouraging to me,” said 
Toby Sheppard Bloch, a mem-
ber of Community Board 5 and 
Riders Alliance.

The short-term project will 
bring the SBS program along 
Woodhaven Boulevard from 

Park Lane South to Rockaway 
Boulevard and Liberty Av-
enue.

The phased initiative will 
include street resurfacing, 
roadway and pedestrian safe-
ty improvements, bus lanes 
and transit-signal priority, 
and the installation of median 
bus stops along the 1.3-mile 
corridor.

But as time goes on, Bloch 
worries that administrative 
changes at the federal level 
could jeopardize the funding 
for SBS.

“DOT has repeatedly told 
the community that the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
was inclined favorably to fund-
ing the project and money had 
been set aside but not guaran-
teed,” he said. “So it’s not clear 
to me if that money will still be 
there in a few years.”

A city DOT spokesman said 
Phase 1 of the Woodhaven SBS 
project will be funded with a 
combination of local and fed-
eral grant money. For Phase 
2 of the project, the DOT will 

likely apply for a Federal 
Transit Administration New 
Starts program grant, and use 
local funding as well. The New 
Starts program gives out fed-
eral resources for local transit 
capital investments. The full 
SBS price tag is estimated to 

be in the $200 million range.
At a contentious town 

hall meeting in December, 
Queens DOT Commissioner 
Nicole Garcia told Woodhaven 
civic leaders that her agency 
thought it was important to 
“take time and have some 

more conversati ons” during 
2016, with the final design to 
be proposed late in the year. 
Implementation would begin 
in 2017.

In the face of stubborn pub-
lic opposition, the MTA and its 
supporters contended that the 
SBS route would provide more 
reliable service for 30,000 dai-
ly riders, with an anticipated 
travel time savings of 25 per-
cent to 35 percent. They also 
said  it would especially ben-
efit low-income citizens along 
the Woodhaven corridor, who 
have been plagued with slow 
buses for years.

SBS, which will support 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero and OneNYC programs, 
has been presented by advo-
cates as a comprehensive pro-
gram that will help not only 
bus riders but drivers, pedes-
trians and all street users.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

SBS's inauguration on the Main Street line in Kew Garden Hills.  
Photo by Michael Shain

SBS advocates raise hackles over project delays
Select Bus Service will be rolled out in phases with the fi rst improvements due in 2017

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Will 
match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 1/08/16. 

Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
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PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FOR AN EVEN  B

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 
and tear.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication 

date: 1/08/16. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BIGGER NEW YEAR

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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BY BILL PARRY

When it came to power two 
years ago, the de Blasio ad-
ministration faced a daunting 
task—the city’s entire work-
force was not under contract. 

At the midway point of its 
first term, a tentative deal be-
tween the city and the union 
that represents its 7,000 cor-
rection officers, announced by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio last week, 
would bring the overwhelm-
ing majority under contract.

The seven-year, four-month 
proposed contract with the 
Correction Officers’ Benevo-
lent Association provides for 
raises amounting to an 11 
percent increase over seven 
years. The agreement also in-
corporates the unprecedented 
health care savings agreed 
upon with the Municipal La-
bor Committee, ensuring that 
these raises are affordable and 
responsible for the city and its 
taxpayers, officials said.

“New York’s Boldest an-
swer the call of duty every 
day, and are on the front lines 
as we work to ensure a safer 
Rikers, and a safer correction 
system,” de Blasio said. “This 
contract agreement provides 
the fair wages they deserve, 
while protecting New York 
City’s taxpayers. This means 
we’ve settled with nearly 

our entire workforce—94 
percent—compared to zero 
percent when this administra-
tion took office, reflecting the 
productive and respectful dy-
namic we’ve established with 
our employees.” 

The tentative deal, which 
must still be ratified by the 
members of COBA, would cre-
ate a Review Committee to 
address disciplinary issues; 
labor-management commit-
tees to discuss issues such as 
uniforms, medical practices 
and facilities; and a procedure 
through which COBA employ-
ees can request tour or loca-
tion changes for child or fam-
ily care reasons.

“This is yet another major 
accomplishment for the mem-
bers of COBA,” Correction Of-
ficers’ Benevolent Association 
President Norman Seabrook 
said. “COBA continues to work 
diligently and advocate for the 
best protections and benefits 
for our membership and their 
families. We are looking for-
ward to joining with City Hall 
to create a better working en-
vironment and becoming a 
part of reform that works on 
both sides. While we continue 
to face obstacles, this is a good 
way to start the new year.”

The Department of Cor-
rection, in coordination with 
the Bronx district attorney’s 

office, will also create a Rik-
ers Island Central Arrest Unit 
to support efforts to improve 
safety at Rikers, according to 
officials. The unit will build 
on DOC’s efforts to ensure 
even more effective re-arrest 
for aggravated harassment 
and assault of Correction Of-
ficers; inmate arrests have 
more than doubled—from be-
tween 50 and 60 a month from 
January through July 2015 to 
between 100 and 150 a month 
from August through Novem-
ber 2015.

“Our top priority is safety 
for staff and inmates and this 
long-term contract will aid 
us in achieving that goal,” 
DOC Commissioner Joseph 
Ponte said. “This agreement 
is a testament to our greatest 
asset: the hardworking men 
and women of this department 
who will lead our reform ef-
forts. They patiently waited 
for this day to arrive and this 
agreement stands as welcome 
recognition of their daily com-
mitment to duty and profes-
sionalism while serving in 
one of the most difficult and 
demanding careers law en-
forcement has to offer.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY GABRIEL ROM

A Forest Hills child is tied 
as being the city’s first new-
born of 2016.

At the stroke of midnight 
Jan. 1, Daniella Malakov 
gave birth to a baby son at 
7 pounds and 4 ounces. The 
boy, who was delivered  at  
Long Island Jewish Medical 
Center in Queens, is yet to be 
named.

She and her husband Eli 
Malakov shared the honor 
with Brooklyn couple Stepha-
nie Diaz and Paul Staley. Their 

baby, Zayden Noel Staley, ar-
rived at the same minute at 
Coney Island Hospital.

BY GABRIEL ROM

The State Liquor Author-
ity is set to cancel the Rumba 
nightclub’s liquor license in 
Rego Park. 

After facing staunch com-
munity criticism as well as a 
string of over 90 violations, 
the attorney for Rumba vol-
untarily offered to cancel 
the club’s liquor license at an 
SLA meeting in Manhattan, 
Tuesday.

It will take the SLA  2-4 
weeks to process this cancel-
lation request, after which 
time the cancellation order 
will be served upon Rumba. 
Once served, Rumba will not 
be permitted to sell liquor, ac-
cording to City Councilwom-
an Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), a longtime critic of the 
club. 

“Let today’s event serve as 
notice upon businesses that 
they cannot just come into 
our neighborhood and be a 
disruptive presence without 

consequences,” Koslowitz 
said in a statement released 
Tuesday afternoon. 

On Dec. 18 the venue, at 
67-63 Woodhaven Blvd., was 
visited by the NYPD, FDNY, 
Department of Health and 
State Liquor Authority. The 
site tour resulted in forty vio-
lations.

“The patrons are loud and 
disorderly. Security doesn’t 
seem to be able to handle the 
crowds,” said Judith Harri-
son, 104th Precinct captain in 
written testimony presented 
at the hearing. “They create 
dangerous parking condi-
tions along Woodhaven Bou-
levard, which is one of our 
busy traffic corridors. Per-
sonally, I am very concerned 
that someone will eventually 
end up getting hurt and I’d 
like very much to prevent 
that!” 

The SLA renewed the 
venue’s liquor license in 
July, even though CB6 voted 
against it in June.

Daniella and Eli Malakov with 
their baby son. 

Courtesy of North Shore-LIJ Hospital

The controversial Rumba Club on Woodhaven Boulevard has had its 
 liquor license revoked. Facebook

The Correction Officers' Benevolent Association reaches a tentative contract agreement with the de Blasio 
administration. Photo by Michael Shain 

Liquor license revoked
for club in Rego Park

Forest Hills baby ties 
for city’ fi rst in 2016

City deals with COBA
Tentative contract reached with fi nal uniformed service union
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Saturday, January 9, 2016
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

In Partnership with PS, Recycle It!,
 

Vivian E. Cook        Ruben Wills
announce a

Did you receive holiday gifts packaged in foam?
 Do you have foam cups and containers in your house?

Bring your package foam, foam cups & containers  
to a FREE styrofoam collection drop-off event

All foam must bear the

 

 symbol. (no foam peanuts)

FREE Styrofoam Collection Drop-Off Event

Queens Location:
York College – Parking Lot

Queens, NY 11451
SE Corner of Guy R. Brewer Blvd. & Liberty Ave.

Assembly Member Council Member &
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F
amilies who have children head-
ing off to college are likely navi-
gating an array of options when 
it comes to actually paying for 

higher education. 
A new white paper by Prudential 

Financial titled “Paying For College: 
A Practical Guide for Families” seeks 
to dispel some of the misconceptions 
surrounding loans, grants, scholar-
ships, and available tax benefits. If 
the bad news about financing a college 
education is that it can be complex and 
time-consuming, the good news is that 
families willing to educate themselves 
on the process (and familiarize them-
selves with the potential pitfalls) can 
develop a strategy that does not break 
the bank for students or the parents.

“It can be a daunting process, but 
well worth the effort, especially if it 
means avoiding large amounts of debt 
or not dipping into retirement sav-
ings,” said Caroline Feeney, president 
of Prudential Advisors. “If it seems 
too intimidating, don’t be afraid to 

seek guidance because there is a good 
chance you’ll be able to put the right 
payment strategy in place that works 
for your family.”

Creating a Plan 
While earning a college degree is 

certainly a worthwhile pursuit, the 
skyrocketing costs of college tuition 
can leave many students laden with 
burdensome levels of debt. Parents can 
also struggle, often sacrificing retire-
ment savings to help their children.

“We urge families to tap into school 
resources, guidance and financial aid 
counselors, as well as the experience of 
a financial professional who can help 
them make critical decisions with re-
spect to leveraging existing financial 
resources in a way that helps protect 
longer-term financial security.”

The report provides a road map for 
financing a college education. It pro-
vides basic, foundational information 
about qualifying for undergraduate 
financial aid, taking out public and 

private education loans, and taking 
advantage of potential tax deductions 
and credits. It also offers targeted ad-
vice for single, as well as divorced par-
ents.

Seeking Aid
One of the primary goals when re-

searching college payment options is 
identifying all of the sources that do 
not result in long-term debt. For fami-
lies who lack the resources to save in 
advance or to fund that education on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, seeking all types 
of financial aid is essential. 

Some considerations include:
• Becoming familiar with the appli-

cation deadline and requirements for 
the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid.

• Learning the pros and cons of aid 
sources available, including grants, 
scholarships, work-study programs, 
tax credits, and tax deductions.

• Researching the variables that af-
fect a student’s access to financial aid, 

including choice of school, how much 
and in what form the family has saved 
for college, and how adept the family is 
at working through the process of ap-
plying for help.

Once they do their homework, fami-
lies may be surprised to learn about 
more effective ways to qualify for 
grants and scholarships, and if student 
loans must be taken out, how to navi-
gate the new repayment options that 
have become available.

Divorced and single parents also 
have special provisions available to 
them that are worth looking into.

“Every family has unique circum-
stances to consider. Investing time 
with a financial professional who can 
help guide them through resource 
planning can help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with understanding 
the process and making sure that the 
family’s finances are well handled,” 
Feeney said.

To learn more, visit www.pruden-
tial.com/payingforcollege.

Families should be prepared to pursue multiple options to cover higher education costs
HOW TO PAY FOR IT

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JAN. 8-14, 2016

Bransom ORT College shows off its expanded campus
BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Bramson ORT College celebrates 
the completion of a recent expansion 
with a ribbon-cutting Sunday to intro-
duce the building to its Forest Hills’ 
neighbors.

“We are opening a brand new li-
brary and student center,” Susan 
Mentel, the college’s admission direc-
tor, said. “There will be four or five 
Council members on hand to cut the 

ribbon.”
The 8,000-square-foot addition, 

located at 68-60 Austin St., will also 
house classrooms, computer labs and 
faculty meeting spaces. 

“I’m in love with the new library, 
and I’m impressed with how resource-
ful it is,” Joselyn Espinosa, a first-se-
mester medical student, said. 

Bramson’s latest addition follows a 
major renovation of 69-30 Austin St., 
which created three state-of-the-art 

teaching labs — two for medical assis-
tant students and the third for phar-
macy technicians. 

“How proud I am to provide these 
facilities for current and future Bram-
son students,” Dr. David Kanani, the 
college’s president said. “The college 
is dedicated to providing a welcom-
ing, student-centered atmosphere 
where small classes enable students to 
be treated as individuals with unique 
needs and abilities.”

The two-year college opened its 
Forest Hills campus in 1977. It also 
offers classes at a satellite facility in 
Bensonhurst, Brooklyn. 

Sunday’s ceremony is scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. at 68-60 Austin St. in For-
est Hills. Following the ribbon cutting 
and dedication ceremony, students 
will lead tours of the new facility. 

Queens College has long been ranked as a best-bang-for-your-buck higher education option, but students and parents should still be ready to research ways to cover the costs. 
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Samah Islam
Student of Distinction
January 2016
Forest Hills High School
Forest Hills, New York

It is fi tting to start off the New Year by celebrat-
ing one of our top-performing students, Samah Is-
lam. Throughout her academic career at Forest Hills 
High School Samah has consistently excelled. Susan 
Finklestein, College Counselor, proudly states, 
“Samah has the potential to become anything she 
sets her mind on.” And Samah has set her mind on 
many prizes.

She participated in several academic competi-
tions with the following results: winning speech 
and quiz competitions; receiving a 2012 English 
Award; First place, Queens College Science Fair, 
2014; First Place, Forest Hills High School Science 
Fair, 2014; and, for the New York City Science and 
Engineering Fair, 2015, Preliminary Rounds, Final 
Round, and Third Place in Plant Sciences. She was 
inducted into both the National Honors Society and 
the National History Honors Society. In addition, 
she holds a seat on the Borough Student Advisory 
Council and on the Student Leadership Team.  

It is not surprising that she successfully completed 
several accelerated courses of study. Among the 
Advanced Placement classes she completed are: 
AP World History, AP US History, AP Biology, AP 
Calculus, and AP English. Honors courses have 
included Anatomy/Physiology, Research, Algebra 
I, II and Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Earth Science, 
Living Environment, Chemistry, and Physics.

Samah began her academic career at Forest 
Hills High School through the Carl Sagan program, 
which is a dual math- and science-centric program 
that combines accelerated academic courses with a 
mandatory research component. Michael Pedicini, 

Science Department, 
says, “Samah has a 
passion for science. Her 
depth of knowledge 
and critical thinking 
exceeds that of her 
classmates. Working 
in her research group, 
she completed a project 
studying effects of anti-
biotics on gametophyte 
development of ferns. 
She developed a cre-
ative way to culture and 

quantitatively measure plant development. Not only 
that, but Samah has the ability to apply her fi ndings 
to the impact humans have on ecosystems.”

Her interest in the medical fi eld and sciences 
also led to application to and acceptance in the 
Med-Bio program. This advanced science program 
combines anatomy and physiology studies with an 
internship at North Shore LIJ Hospital of Forest Hills. 
While at North Shore LIJ Samah assisted nurses to 
meet patient needs and make the patients’ experi-
ence more pleasant and also learned about various 
medical practices from doctors. 

Mrs. Finkelstein discusses the benefi ts of the 
program, “Samah is hoping to pursue a medical 
degree. Through her intership, she gets the op-
portunity to see the daily “goings on” in a hospital 
setting. One of her attributes is her ability to keep 
calm. A level-headed approach within a hospital 
setting is benefi cial to her as an intern and to the 
patients with whom she comes into contact during 
the internship.”

Accomplishments and giving to the community 
is a common thread throughout Samah’s enrollment 
at Forest Hills High School. She is a member of the 
Key Club. High school student members of Key Club 
perform acts of service in their communities, such as 
cleaning up parks, collecting clothing and organiz-

ing food drives. They also learn leadership skills by 
running meetings and planning. Samah educated 
5-8 year olds in a classroom environment at a com-
munity center and gave food to the homeless. 

Not content to be solely a joiner, Samah shines 
as an innovator and leader. During her freshman 
year, she created the Muslim Student Association. 
According to Mrs. Finkelstein, “Now in its fourth 
year, the MSA has more members than any other 
club in the building.” 

Due to her dedication, Samah serves as 
president for the club. She raised money to send 
students to the Muslin Interscholastic Tournament. 
The tournament combines aspects of the academic 
arena – art, writing, and speech – and brings high 
school students together from around the nation to 
develop leadership, promote communication, and 
inspire creativity while gaining an understanding of 
Islam and Muslims.

During her sophomore year, she wanted to 
represent her class within the student body. She was 
not elected. According to former COSA Mary Cac-
caroni, however, Samah was not stopped. “Next 
year,” Caccaroni explains, “she returned stronger 
than ever and won the job of Junior Representative. 
She was so effective, organized and outgoing that 
this year, her senior year, she was elected Student 
Body President.” 

Regarding her leadership among peers, 
Stephanie Vafi adis, Science Teacher, recalls, “I have 
witnessed her lend a hand and rally around con-
fused students inside the classroom and laboratory. 
Her helpfulness, support, and active participation 
in scholastic and social clubs illustrate her natural 
leadership.”

Her commitment, intelligence, drive and joie 
de vivre are a winning combination. Ms. Vafi adis 
forecasts a positive future stating, “Samah Islam will 
stand out as one of the best. I am sorry to see her 
leave Forest Hills High School, but I am proud to 
know she will accomplish great things.”

Samah Islam
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said U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights). “Congress 
needs to be a partner if we’re 
going to achieve the compre-
hensive reform that is critical 
to protecting our communi-
ties and families.”

The proposed reforms fall 
short of making background 
checks universal, as failed 
2013 legislation would have 
done.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria), a longtime 
gun control advocate who is 
currently lead sponsor of five 
gun-violence prevention bills 
in Congress, released a force-
ful statement.

“Americans are tired of 
killing,” she said. “They are 
tired of our streets, schools, 
churches and other public 
spaces being treated as war 
zones... President Obama is 
taking appropriate action 
to require more gun sellers 
to have a Federal License, 
thereby expanding back-
ground checks.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), who is a member of 
the House Gun Violence Pre-
vention Task Force, also wel-
comed Obama’s announce-

ment.
“As a member of the House, 

I would have preferred that 
Congress pass improved gun 
laws. But with Republican 
leaders still refusing to act, 
the president had no choice 
but to take these actions that 
are well within his authority.” 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) faces high inci-
dents of gun violence in his 
district.

“In November, 114 other 
members of Congress and I 
decided we could no longer 
permit Republican stubborn-
ness in Congress to thwart 
progress and deny the Ameri-
can people safety,” Meeks 
said. “Today, President 
Obama answered our calls 
and those around the nation 
pleading for gun reform. 
Though President Obama has 
taken bold action, Congress 
is not off the hook.”

The president’s speech 
was not welcomed by every-
one, however.

Soon after Obama’s 
speech, Chris Cox, executive 
director of the National Rifle 
Association, accused Obama 
of engaging in “political rhet-
oric instead of offering mean-
ingful solutions” and said 
the president’s actions would 
only make things worse.

public health care system, 
improving access to social ser-
vices for all New Yorkers, and 
ensuring agencies that oversee 
the city’s most vulnerable pop-
ulations, such as children and 
victims of domestic violence, 
are run compassionately and 
efficiently.

“Herminia is a born and 
bred New Yorker and a tried-
and-true leader,” de Blasio 
said. “And when her home-
town of New York City called 
on her to bring New Yorkers 
off the streets and into per-
manent housing, secure a 
bright future for our kids in 
foster care, and help us weave 
together fragmented mental 
health care providers into a 
comprehensive network, Her-
minia was ready to answer the 
call.”

In addition to running the 
mega-shelter operation in the 
Astrodome for over 27,000 Ka-
trina evacuees, de Blasio said 
she also stood on the “front 
lines” of the HIV/AIDS crisis 
in San Francisco from 1998 to 
2001. Her innovative approach 
to public health programming 
as a senior policy adviser for 
the San Francisco  Department 

of Public Health was lauded 
across the country and ar-
chived in a national museum 
of science.

“New York City has my 
heart. It is my home,” Palacio 
said. “The opportunity to serve 
the people of New York City as 
a deputy mayor is a tremen-
dous honor, particularly with 
this administration, which 
has built on a foundation of 
equity and social justice that 
speaks the values that have 
motivated my work my entire 
life. It is a responsibility and 
privilege I cherish, and I want 
to thank Mayor de Blasio for 
this incredible opportunity.”

Palacio will oversee eight 
agencies including the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, 
the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene and NYC 
Health + Hospitals. She begins 
Jan. 25 and will earn $227,737 
per year .

The Palacio appointment 
may counter Cuomo’s plunge 
into the city’s homeless crisis, 
with nearly 58,000 people in 
shelters each night. Between 
3,000 and 4,000 prefer to stay 
on the streets because of the 
deplorable conditions detailed 
in City Comptroller Scott 
Stinger’s scathing report last 
month.

“If shelters are not up to 

code, then we are going to be 
very diligent in our inspection 
and management of the exist-
ing shelter system,” Cuomo 
said a day after his executive 
order. “And I’m going to lay 
out a program in the State of 
the State,”a speech he will de-
liver Jan. 13. 

The de Blasio administra-
tion characterized Cuomo’s ex-
ecutive order as “redundant,” 
saying systems were in place 
for this week’s cold snap.

“Cold weather is finally 
here, but we are prepared to 
help anyone without shelter 
and other assistance,” de Bla-
sio said. The mayor cited his 
new HOME-STAT effort and 
the Code Blue program in 
which the city placed 97 people 
in shelters and hospitals Mon-
day night into Tuesday morn-
ing as temperatures plummet-
ed into the teens.

“I don’t see that the gover-
nor’s executive order changes 
anything that we do that we 
haven’t already been doing,” 
NYPD Commissioner Bill 
Bratton said. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Homeless
Continued from Page 4 

Guns

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In Long Island City, a once-
thriving artist community is 
fighting for its very existence 
because of crippling rent 
hikes, while the area still en-

joys the top arts destination 
billing for Queens. 

There’s a collective sense 
of frustration that is almost 
palpable, especially in the art-
ist community, as struggling 
individual artists get pushed 

out with nowhere to go. These 
days, even established com-
munity anchors are feeling 
the pressure. 

Pioneers like Valerie Green, 
whose creative vision jump-
started LIC’s artistic commu-
nity, are getting hit with cata-
strophic rent increases. Green 
is executive director of Green 
Space, an innovative dance 
venue, located at 37-24 24th St. 

Since opening in 2005, the 

studio has become a vital part 
of Queens’ cultural fabric. 

It serves as home to Green’s 
resident company, Dance En-
tropy, comprised of multi-eth-
nic gifted dancers, whose cap-
tivating, dynamic works have 
wowed audiences everywhere.

The studio offers afford-

able rehearsal space, classes, 
workshops, outreach pro-
grams, multi-arts events, and 
the performance programs: 
Fertile Ground, Take Root, 
Green Space Blooms festival, 
and Dance Entropy. 

“I’m hoping to raise aware-
Continued on Page 36

ONE LAST

DANCEDANCE
Green Space studio, other LIC art stalwarts 
struggle to remain with skyrocketing rents

Top, Valerie Green, founder of Long Island City's Green Space, sits in her 
empty dance studio in Long Island City. Green may be forced to move af-
ter her rent increased by 44 percent.  Photo courtesy Valerie Green
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Chorus Line” — This production marks 
the 40th anniversary since “A Chorus Line” 
debuted on Broadway, the show is the 
ultimate backstage musical about the need 
to perform. 
When: Jan. 28 through Feb. 14
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“All in the Timing” — First String Players 
presents this collection of one-act, 
mostly comic, plays by writer David Ives, 
which focus on language and wordplay, 
complications with romantic relationships 
and the meaning of life. 
When: Friday, Jan. 8 and Saturday, Jan. 9, at 
7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 10, at 3 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: www.sites.google.com/site/
fi rststringplayers/

“Annie Jr.” — The sun will come out 
tomorrow when Plaza Theatrical Productions 

brings its version of the Broadway hit geared 
toward the younger theatrical set. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 10, at 2 pm
Where: Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $12
Contact: (516) 599-6870
Website: www.plazatheatrical.com

“City Girls & Desperadoes” — The world 
premiere of Pamela Enz’ play tells the story 
of a group of hipsters lost in a world of 
drugs and dealing. 
When: Through Jan. 17
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Shrek The Musical Jr.”  — Rockway 
Theatre’s Young People’s Theatre Workshop 
presents a musical version of the hit 
animated fi lm about Shrek the ogre, his 
sidekick Donkey and Princess Fiona. 
When: Jan. 29 - Feb. 14
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10/general admission
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Continued on Page 35
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BY MERLE EXIT

Chinese-born and 
Queens-based artist 
Zhang Hongtu has de-
veloped a unique artistic 
bent on his homeland’s 
late leader, Chairman 
Mao Zedong.

In his “Long Live 
Chairman Mao” series, 
part of Hongtu’s exhibi-
tion at the Queens Mu-
seum through Feb. 28, 
the chairman appears 
in several paintings in 
which he sports, among 
other things, a Stalin 
mustache, pigtails and 
even tiger stripes across 
his face. 

Hongtu, who left Chi-
na in 1982 to seek artistic 
freedom, presents Mao as 
appearing everywhere, 
and as a negative form, 
appearing nowhere at 
all. 

One of those nega-
tive spaces is a standard 
pingpong table with 

Mao’s silhouette cut into 
the playing areas on both 
sides of the net. 

And while museums 
usually frown on visi-
tors touching items on 
display, at the Jan. 17, 
Ping-Pong Mao Tourna-
ment players will use 
Hongtu’s piece as their 
arena. 

As planned, the tour-
nament will consist of 
round-robin play starting 
with 16 contestants. The 
winner of each 10-minute 
round moves on. 

The final match will 
be a best of three games. 

Queens resident and 
USA Table Tennis Hall 
of Fame inductee Tahl 
Leibovitz will serve as 
master of ceremonies of 
the tourney. 

He qualified for the 
2016 Paralympics in Rio 
by winning a Gold Medal 
in Class 9 men’s singles 
table tennis in Toronto. 

Artist Zhang Hongtu's "Ping-Pong Mao" table will be used in a pingpong tournament at the Queens Museum Jan. 17. The 
piece, courtesy of Ethan Cohen Fine Arts New York and the Contemporary Chinese Art Fund, is part of an exhibition of 
Hongtu's work on display in Flushing through the end of February.  Photo courtesy Zhang Hongtu

Now serving Chairman Mao

Continued on Page 35

Queens Museum uses Chinese leader art project to host table tennis tournament

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 
BOTTLE OF 

WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

FREE DELIVERY

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat., Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

We Now Have 
a Party Room 

for All Your Parties 
and Events

Please Call to Book Your 
Occasion Today!
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BY MERLE EXIT

When Vinny Accardi 
opened his Glendale steak res-
taurant Room 55 in 2014, he had 
visions of turning fine dining 
on its head with high-end food 
without the pretensions. 

Now Accardi is hoping to 
shake things up again with 
his recent appearance on the 
reality TV show “Restaurant 
Startup.” 

Accardi was a contestant 
on the CNBC show’s third sea-
son premiere Wednesday seek-
ing an investment from hosts 
Tim Love and Joe Bastianich. 

Bastianich, son of Douglas-
ton celebrity chef Lidia Basti-
anich, and business partner to 
another high-profile restaura-
teur, Mario Batali, hosts the 
show with Texas-based chef 
Love. 

On the program, which 
is sort of a “Shark Tank” for 
foodies, restaurant owners 
and chefs prepare some of 
their signature menu items 
and pitch ideas for their 
dream business concept to 
the hosts. 

This week’s show, titled 
“Rising the Stakes,” pitted Ac-
cardi and his friend Trevor 

McGrath and their Room 55 
against Stockton, Calif.-based 
Midgley’s Public House to see 
which steak place rises to the 
top of the heap. 

Accardi, who refers to 
himself as a scrappy butcher 
turned restaurateur, previous-

ly appeared as a contestant on 
Fox TV’s “Hell’s Kitchen.”

Competitor Michael Midg-
ley, also has a few TV credits 
to his name, including stints 
on Bravo TV’s “Top Chef” and 
Food Network’s “Cutthroat 
Kitchen.” His Stockon eatery 

also specializes in top-notch 
steak cuts. 

Both chefs cooked up ap-
petizers and entrées for the 
judges to sample. 

Accardi was looking for a 
$375,000 investment for 25 per-
cent equity in his business. 

After the preliminary 
round, the judges opted to 
give Accardi a pass to the next 
level. He received $7,500, the 
keys to a working Los Angeles 
restaurant and 36 hours to put 
their concept to the test and 
create a business plan, come 
up with a branding campaign 
and launch his dream restau-
rant — this time calling the 
place 55 Steak.

Under the watchful eye 
of culinary consultant Anto-
nia Lofaso, the aspiring food 
moguls opened their doors, 
served their food, and tested 
their concept on the public.  

“Shrink the portion sizes 
and serve less expensive cuts 
of meat,” Lofaso suggested.  
“You can turn this entire 
menu into a small plate steak 
house.”

Then, based on reaction 
from diners, the judges decide 
whether to invest. 

Love offered Accardi 
$125,000 for 30 percent of the 
business, while Bastianich 
countered with $100,000 for 25 
percent, but also keeping the 
name Room 55. 

Accardi decided to keep 
it all about Queens, and went 
with Bastianich’s offer. 

Vinny Accardi (l)  and Trevor McGrath react to Room 55’s win on the CNBC reality program "Restaurant 
Startup."  Photo courtesy Domingo Claudio

Glendale chef takes show on road to Hollywood

At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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TELECHARGE.COM  |  212-239-6200  |  CLEVERLITTLELIES.COM 
WESTSIDE THEATRE (UPSTAIRS)   407 WEST 43RD STREET, NYC

by

JOE DiPIETRO
directed by

DAVID SAINT

MARLO THOMAS GREG 
MULLAVEY
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WETHERHEAD
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“MARLO THOMAS DELIVERS ONE OF THE FUNNIEST 
AND MOST TOUCHING PERFORMANCES IN YEARS!” 

Joan Hamburg, WABC Radio

“THOMAS AND MULLAVEY NAIL LAUGHS AND REGISTER HEARTACHES. 
JOE DiPIETRO IS A KEEN HUMORIST WHO ‘GETS’ THIS THING CALLED LOVE.” 

Roma Torre, NY1

“A FUN NIGHT!” 

Hoda Kotb, The Today Show

“A COMEDY GEM. 

YOU WON’T STOP LAUGHING!” 
Showbiz411

Joan Hamburg, WABC Rad

by

TRO
directed by

DAVID SAINJOE D

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ENTERTAINMENT! 
A THROWBACK TO THE BROADWAY COMEDIES OF THE 1960’S. 
MARLO THOMAS GIVES AN EMOTIONALLY AUTHENTIC AND TOUCHING PERFORMANCE.

Charles Isherwood,  

“

” 

Leibovitz has osteo-
chondroma, a condi-
tion characterized by 
noncancerous but often 
painful bone tumors. 

He had a troubled 
home life when he was 
a kid and sometimes 
slept in the New York 
City subway system 
when he was homeless 
for a time during his 
teenage years, as he has 
documented in his book 
“Ping Pong for Fight-
ers.” 

He has overcome 
these obstacles to ob-
tain a master’s degree 
in Urban Affairs from 
Queens College and a 
master’s in Clinical 
Social Work from New 
York University’s Silver 
School of Social Work. 

He will soon take the 
exam to be a licensed 
master social worker 
with the goal of work-
ing with underserved 
populations, including 
veterans, addicts and 
homeless people. 

For Leibovitz, ping-
pong is not simply a rec-
reational table in one’s 

Continued from Page 33 

Ping-Pong

Queens resident and United States Table Tennis Hall of 
Fame member Tahl Leibovitz will host the Ping-Pong Mao 
Tournament at the Queens Museum Jan. 17. 

Photo by Merle ExitCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Trifecta
Across
1. "Graphic" opening
5. Air Force One VIP
9. No longer sick
14. Juicy tidbit?
15.  Baker-Charlie 

precursor
16.  Greek market 

of old
17.  1979 nuclear 

accident site
20. Northern forests
21. Dancing siblings
22.  "The Heartland 

Province"
25. Small batteries
26. Swim stroke
28.  One teaspoon, 

maybe
32. Arctic covering
37. Contradict
38.  "As Phony as a 

_______"
41. Booker of Newark
42. Spray cans
43. R.N.'s habitat
44. No longer cool
46. Bacon feature
47. Airport areas
53.  Data gatherers, 

for short
58. Actress Shirley
59.  Basketball 

violation
62. Fast breaker?
63.  Having all your 

marbles
64. Are you ___ out?
65. Gold of "Benson"
66. Bird house?
67. E-mailer's option

Down
1. "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3. Like some raises
4. Alpha's opposite
5.  Cooking spray 

brand
6.  Credit for driving 

people home?
7.  Ex-governor 

Grasso
8. School board?
9. Spanish houses
10.  Good fruit with 

a bad name?
11. Arena sound
12. Crossword bird
13. Hires competition
18.  Ring bearer, 

maybe
19.  Emphatic type: 

Abbr.

23. Applied frosting
24.  After-dinner 

sandwich?
27. Book of maps
28. Ball girls?
29.  A hodgepodge 

Collection
30.  Place for a 

catnap?
31. Slender fish
32.  "The Seven  

Year ___"
33. Ah follower
34. Acts human?
35.  Fall through the 

cracks?
36. "Yo!"
37.  Pal, rapper-

style
39. "___ we forget"
40. "Code" lead-in

44.  Bridge 
declaration

45.  Give one's 
word

46. Afire
48. Alert color?
49.  Yankee great 

Roger
50.  Carry ___  

(sing on pitch)
51. :
52.  Mortimer the 

dummy
53. Bud holder
54. Asian language
55. "Fine" follower
56. Caddie's bagful
57.  Bad mark?
60. "___ moment"
61.  Maiden 

designation?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PLAY ON WORDS
M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N
A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 35 

Theater basement.  
“Ping-Pong has be-

come more popular in 
the U.S. thanks to Gor-
don Kaye, the present 
USATT CEO,” Leibovitz 
said.  “One of the best 
places to practice is the 
New York Table Tennis 
Club, located at 45-19 
162nd St. in Flushing, 
where there is a quite a 
diversity of ethnicity.”    

To sign up, e-mail 
preddy@queensmuseum.
org or leave a voice mail 
at (718) 592-9700, ext. 222, 
including your name, 
phone, address, age, 
number of years playing 
table tennis and e-mail 
address. 
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ness of the value of my 
studio, and for local art-
ists fighting for survival 
in Long Island City. 
Green Space, along with 
other art venues, fuel the 
local economy, making 
the neighborhood a de-
sirable place to live and 
work,” Green said.

The dance venue is at 
a critical crossroad. 

“Celebrating our 10-
year anniversary, it has 
been exciting to witness 
LIC fulfill its potential 
rapid development, al-
though it has come at a 
cost,” Green explained, 
pointing out that a 44 per-
cent rent increase went 
into effect on Dec. 1. 

Before negotiations, 
the increase was a whop-
ping 70 percent.

“Green Space will at-
tempt to survive this in-
crease and is in urgent 
search of new donors and 
potential board members 
that can help,” Green 
said. “Support from our 
funders and supporters 
is greatly valued and has 
been critical towards 
maintaining, managing, 
and operating the venue 
and company through the 
years. The reality of the 

raise in rent is the need 
to significantly increase 
our operating budget in 
order to overcome the 
drastic change.”

Given LIC’s changing 
landscape, the survival 
of the studio is even more 
treasured to artists, as it 
is unlikely a new studio 
will open, given the esca-
lating market rates, ac-
cording to Green. 

Droves of eager young 
professionals willing to 
pay those sky-high resi-
dential rents, have been 
flocking to the newly hip 
area, en route to more 
family-friendly subur-
ban spots. Luxury high 
rises by the water offer 
swanky apartments with 
great views.

Green is a brave soul 
and no stranger to adver-
sity. Her current battle 
seems like déjà vu. 

Rewind to 2004. 
“Born out of a shift-

ing landscape that saw 
numerous low-cost re-
hearsal spaces in Man-
hattan closing, and 
rising rents, as well as 
my wish to have a per-
manent home for Dance 
Entropy, I began a quest 
to create a new space,” 
Green recalled. 

She started Green 
Space in a developing 
LIC, in the former Scala-
mandre Silks factory.

According to Rick 
Rosa, managing direc-
tor for Douglas Elliman’s 
Long Island City office, 
there’s a pattern.  

Rent increases in 
commercial retail have 
indeed gone up because 
of increases in residen-
tial property values. 

The artist community 
is sitting on properties 
worth more today than 
they once were, he said. 

“Like any other 
neighborhood, prices go 
up and landlords want 
to make money on it,” he 
said. “It’s the nature of 
the beast

Artists can’t afford 
spaces any longer. It’s 
very unfortunate.”

Solo artist and chore-
ographer Laurie Hock-
man has been calling 
the studio her “artistic 
home” and rehearsing 
there for 10 years. Green 
has presented Hock-
man’s work in several 
of her performance pro-
grams.  

“Dancers are espe-
cially impacted by the 
real estate market and 
over my years in New 
York, I have seen so many 
dance studios go under, 
and the impact that the 
loss of these spaces has 
had on form and content 
of the art itself,” Hock-
man said. “With the per-
formance opportunities 
she offers, her program-
ming decisions and her 
commitment to provid-
ing affordable rehearsal 
space, Valerie, through 
Green Space, has demon-
strated a real devotion to 
cultivating dance in New 
York City and Queens.”

Dance Entropy hopes 
to continue to perform 
and make it work. Cur-
rently, they are deep 
into the process of cre-
ating a new work in the 
round, “Impermanent 
Landscape,” which will 
premiere at Green Space 
March 17-20.

Green Space is highly 
regarded in providing a 
greatly valued resource, 
and as an incubator for 
new and emerging tal-
ent. The choreographers 
creating work here range 
from established and 
touring company leaders 
performing on the city’s 
largest stages, to those 
fresh out of school.

“It’s really sad that 

the rent is being raised 
so severely on the stu-
dio,” Drastic Action 
dance company director 
Aviva Geismar, said. 

She has been rehears-
ing there from Day One. 

“Having an affordable 
space that was appropri-
ate for dance rehearsals 
was crucial to my being 
able to do the creative 
work I was doing at that 
time,” Geismar, an assis-

tant professor at Queens-
borough Community 
College, said. “Green’s 
producing series gives 
many choreographers at 
various stages of their 
careers important oppor-
tunities to perform their 
work in a professional 
performance setting,” 

She did a performance 
season on the Take Root 
series in December and 
said it was a great ex-
perience and noted that 
Green also offers inten-
sive dance training pro-
grams with her company; 
each summer, a number 
of students attend her in-
tensive sessions.

“She offers scholar-
ships to selected students 
from our college and 
from Queens College. 
This program has helped 
our students make huge 
strides in their dance 
skills,” Geismar said. 
“It’s tragic that it is be-
ing threatened due to ris-
ing rents. The studio is 
an important support to 
our community. It’s ter-
rible to see the well-being 
of Valerie’s organization 
threatened.”

For information on 
how to make a tax-de-
ductible donation, visit: 
www.greenspacestudio.
org/Support.html.

Continued from Page 31 

GREEN 
SPACE

Solo performer and choreographer Laurie Hockman 
has performed at Green Space for more than 10 years.  

Photo courtesy Natalie Moore

Valerie Green announced she would stop performing last summer. Now she may be forced 
to move from her Long Island City space.  Photo courtesy Rodney Zagury

Dancer/choreographer Aviva Geismar has also performed 
at Green Space for years.  Photo courtesy Yi Chun Wu
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NEW MEMBER

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 

    GET UP TO                     IN FREE PLAY

   See Genting Rewards for details and to sign-up.

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

JOIN TODAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport.

EVENTS

GingerBread Lane — 
Experience Jon Lovitch’s 500 
square feet of gingerbread 
houses, businesses, parks 
and a boardwalk, which has 
just been certifi ed with its 
third consecutive Guinness 
World Record for the largest 
gingerbread village. On 
Sunday, Jan. 10, the village 
will be taken down and given 
away to visitors. 
When: On display through 
Saturday, Jan. 9. The house 
giveaway takes place on 
Sunday, Jan. 10, beginning at 
10 am.
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, students and 
children ages 2 - 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Glass Bottle Art— Spend the 
evening socializing and fi nding 
your inner artist while painting 
glass bottles. All supplies will be 
provided.
When: Friday, Jan. 15, at 
6:15 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free, but registration 
is required to kashfi a.tasmi@
parks.nyc.gov or by phone
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Con Brio Ensemble — The 
chamber music group presents 
a concert featuring works by 
Bach, Beethoven and Debussy. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 10, at 
4:30 pm
Where: The Church in the 
Garden, 50 Ascan Ave., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $12/general, $10/
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 459-1277
Website: www.
conbrioensemble.com

BeBe Winans — The legendary 
gospel and R & B singer leads 
a celebration to honor Martin 
Luther King Jr. which includes a 
keynote address from the Rev. 
Floyd H. Flake.
When: Sunday, Jan. 17, at 
4 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-

30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

DANCE

“I Understand Everything 
Better” — The return 
engagement of David 
Neumann’s multidisciplinary 
dance-based performance 
explores calamity, unseen 
realms, concurrence of 
unrelated events and letting go. 
When: Jan. 10 through Jan. 
16
Where: The Chocolate 
Factory Theater, 5-49 49th 
Ave., LIC
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Take Root— The 
monthly series provides 
choreographers the chance 
to present a paired evening 
of work. In January,  Mersiha 
Mesihovic, CircuitDebris and 
Underground DanceWorks 
perform. 
When: Friday, Jan. 22, and 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s monthly program 
highlights emerging 
and established artists. 
In January, the show 
includes Cassandra Cotta, 
Humanistics Dance Co., 
Kathleen Kelley Dance, 
Megan Christine Dance 
Collective and Titilayo 
Majoyeogbe.  
When: Sunday, Jan. 24, at 
7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 

ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

TALK

Two Guys From Astoria — Joe 
Cicchelli Jr. and Steven Fella 
present a discussion with slides 
about Astoria during the 1980s. 
When: Monday, Jan. 11, at 
7 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, Quinn 
Building, 35-20 Broadway, 
Long Island City
Cost: $5/suggested 
donation, Free/GAHS 
members
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Museum of Stones — The 
Noguchi Museum’s fi rst 
exhibition to incorporate 
contemporary artists 
into the original Noguchi 
installation.
When: Through  Jan. 10
Where: Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/seniors 
and students with ID, Free/
NYC students with ID and 
children under 12
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Five Continents: One Borough 
— This exhibition, subtitled “Art 
Treasures from the Homelands 
of Queens,” includes a group of 
33 items from Queens College’s 
Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
that detail the art from places 
Queens residents once called 
home. 
When: Through Feb. 19
Where: Citi DeFord Gallery, One 
Court Square, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

2015 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Works from the 16 artists 
awarded an Emerging 
Artist Fellowship will be on 
display. 
When: Through March 13
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Cole Anthony saw Khalid 
Moore losing focus after he 
missed the first of two free 
throws in the closing sec-
onds, with Archbishop Mol-
loy needing just one to put 
Bishop Loughlin away.

The freshman point guard 
walked over to the sopho-
more at the line and offered 
him a little encouragement 
that was sealed with a tap of 
Moore’s left cheek. 

“I said ‘Yo Khalid, stop 
worrying about the crowd 
and stop worrying about ev-
eryone speaking to you,’” An-
thony said. “I said, ‘Get your 
head in the game. Hit these 
free throws and let’s win this 
game.’”

Moore, who scored a 
game-high 21 points, hit the 
second with 7.2 ticks remain-
ing to finish the Stanners’ 67-
63 home win over the Lions 
in CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens 
boys’ basketball Tuesday. 
Moore and Anthony push 
each other regularly.  

“I knew I had to make the 
free throws,” Moore said. 
“I just tried to stay focused 
and do my best to make the 
shots.”

The win started a big week 
off on the right foot. Molloy 
(7-1, 1-0) has a chance to gain 
sole possession of first place 
in the division when three-
time defending “AA” Inter-
sectional champion Christ 
the King visits Briarwood on 
Friday. On Sunday the Stan-
ners go to the Bronx to face 
Archdiocesan leader St. Ray-
mond.

“We came into this league 
[schedule] trying to prove we 
are the best in the league,” 
senior forward Issac Grant 
said. “It’s not over though. 
We’ve got to beat everybody 
else.”

His club took a 62-57 lead 
on a 3-point play by Moore 
with 3:03 left in the game. 
It struggled to close out the 
game until the final sec-
onds, despite Loughlin star 
guards Keith Williams (14 
points) having fouled out and 
Markquis Nowell (12 points) 
missing most of the second 
half with a sprained ankle. 
The Lions, who have a win 
over CK, were down just 
three with 1:28 to go, after a 
three-point play by Jordan 
Thomas (13 points). Loughlin 
(7-3, 3-1) did not score again.

In the first half of the 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Last year brought plenty 
of highlights, produced many 
stars and created memories to 
last a lifetime. TimesLedger 
Sports Editor Joseph Stasze-
wski takes a look back at the 
year in Queens high school 
sports and picks the best of the 
best from 2015.
Program of the Year: 

Christ the King 

The Middle Village school 
continues to be the standard 
bearer for athletics in Queens. 
Its boys’ basketball team won 
its third straight CHSAA “AA” 
Intersectional title and CK 
sent its boys’ and girls’ hoops 
teams to the state Federation 
tournament for the first time 
since 2010. The Royals also 
continued to excel on the grid-
iron, with an undefeated “AA” 
regular season and a trip to the 
championship game. The CK 
girls’ soccer team won a fifth 
straight diocesan title, its first 
city championship, and went 
to the Catholic state final for 
the second consecutive year.
Boys’ Athlete of the Year: 

Rawle Alkins, Christ the King 
boys’ basketball 

Alkins matured into one 
of the nation’s top prospects, 
currently ranked No. 9 by Ri-
vals. The athletic wing, now 
at Word of God (N.C.), left a 
mark during his final season 
with the Royals before leaving 
because of eligibility issues. 
Alkins helped CK earn a third 
straight CHSAA Class “AA” 
intersectional title and a third 
consecutive trip to the state 
Federation final. He averaged 
20 points per game, was the 
CHSAA regular-season and 
post-season MVP and posted 
the first triple-double by a 
boys’ player in Christ the King 
history
Girls’ Athlete of the Year: 

Alexandra Yule, Archbishop 
Molloy softball

The current Columbia 
freshman put together a fine 
finish to her career with the 

Stanners, helping Molloy win 
the Brooklyn/Queens, city 
and CHSAA state titles for just 
the second time in school his-
tory. Yule, who played short-
stop in addition to pitching, 
was 10-3 in the circle and hit a 
team-leading .613. She tossed a 
gem in a 5-1 win in Game 2 of 
the diocesan championship to 
get Molloy back on track. Yule 
then held St. Joseph by the Sea 
to just one run on four hits in 
the state semifinal.  
Team of the Year: 

Archbishop Molloy boys’ soccer 
The Stanners won their 

first CHSAA International 
title since 2012 and their 15th 
overall. The team’s only loss of 

the season came in the Catho-
lic state semifinals to eventual 
champion Chaminade. Mol-
loy finished 12-1-5 and proved 
it could win the high-scoring 
game and come out on top in 
the close ones. The Stanners 
posted 1-0 wins in both the city 
semifinals and final. 
Coach of Year: 

Anna Dawidowska, Grover 
Cleveland boys’ volleyball

A No. 6 seed team with four 
sophomores in its starting 
lineup following a semifinal 
defeat the year before doesn’t 
sound like a championship for-
mula. But those are exactly the 
ingredients Dawidowski suc-

Continued on Page 41Continued on Page 40

Rawle Alkins goes up for a shot during the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens 
Championship Game between Xaverian and Christ the King. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Molloy guard Cole Anthony looks to drive to the hoop against Bishop 
Loughlin. Photo by Diana Colapietro

Cream of the crop
2015’s top achievers in Queens high school sports

Molloy snags big win 
over rival Loughlin
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game, it was Molloy which 
had to do the rallying, how-
ever. Thanks to turnovers, the 
Stanners trailed 14-2 in the 
first quarter, but began caus-
ing Lions’ miscues that led to 
fast-break points. The Stan-
ners closed the half on an 8-0 
run to go into the break tied at 
36-36.

The 6-foot-5 Grant helped 
them take control of the game 

in the third quarter, scoring 
nine of his 19 points in the 
frame. His layup in traffic 
with 3:00 remaining tied the 
score at 46-46. A layup by An-
thony at the buzzer made it 
53-46 for Molloy going to the 
fourth. Grant felt he needed 
to step up his play to further 
breathe life into his team.

“I know if I play tough, they 
play tough,” he said. “Start of 
the second half I came out and 
played hard, like I was the cat-
alyst of the team.”

The young Stanners, who 

have shown maturity beyond 
their years, never trailed 
again. Moses Brown chipped 
in nine points, eight rebounds 
and six blocks. Anthony had 
eight points, 12 rebounds, four 
blocks and three steals. Their 
efforts were enough for the 
Stanners to secure an impor-
tant league win. 

“Besides being young, we 
are still very tough mentally,” 
Anthony said. “That’s how we 
were able to pull through and 
win this game.” 

Molloy

Benjamin Cardozo’s ulti-
mate goal is their second city 
championship in three years, 
but that doesn’t mean the se-
nior-laden group doesn’t want 
to pick up a few other things 
along the way.

“The one game in March we 
wanted we didn’t get,” Cardozo 
boys’ basketball coach Ron Na-
clerio said about last season’s 
campaign. “We got a lot of 
stuff in January last year, but 
they’re telling me they’d like 
to get a little of everything and 
a lot of everything.”

The road to March and 
the highlights of the Judges’ 
schedule are in a loaded Janu-
ary that began with an 86-63 
tune-up win over Gompers at 
the Cardozo Classic Jan. 2 af-
ter going two weeks without a 
game

What follows around Cor-
dozo’s league games is not 
only a chance to rack up some 
signature wins, but also to 
get some exposure for its un-
signed seniors. There is a Jan. 
16 date with Friendship Acad-
emy (Washington, D.C.) in the 
Big Apple Basketball Invita-
tional at Baruch College. Six 
days later, three-time defend-
ing CHSAA intersectional 
champion Christ the King 
visits Oakland Gardens on 
Jan. 22. Before the month ends 
the Judges face upstate power 
Mount Vernon on Jan. 29 in 
the first game of the SNY Invi-
tational at CCNY. The Judges 

won the tournament last year. 
Another date with the Royals 
could follow in the final or 
consolation game. 

“We already new it was a 
big month,” Monmouth-bound 
guard Rashond Salnave said. 
“It’s the biggest month since 
last year in January.”

This is when Cardozo can 
prove it truly belongs among 
the city’s elite clubs and stake 
its claim to being its best 
squad. “When we play togeth-
er I think we are the best team 
in the city.” Salnave said. 

Salnave, Aaron Walker 
and Tareq Coburn are as good 
as any backcourt in the area. 
The trio combined for 57 of the 
team’s 86 points against Gomp-
ers. In addition to testing the 
three of them, the January 
stretch will also show if Car-
dozo’s supporting cast of Jade 
Tse, Amir Tutt, Amiri White 
and Amorri Walters can excel 
under the bright lights as oth-

er have in the past. 
“All the seniors now have 

to prove that they deserve to 
be out there, not only prove it 
to the coaches on the staff, but 
college coaches,” Salnave said. 
“Prove that you belong here 
and make a name for your-
self.”

Cardozo worked out some 
of the kinks against a Gomp-
ers team that is tied for sec-
ond in the Bronx AA division. 
It led 42-33 at the half before 
breaking things open after 
the break. Naclerio said it was 
plain to see there was rust 
mentally and physically.

There can be no more laps-
es or letdowns, and slow starts 
need to be kept to a minimum 
if January is going to be the 
month Cardozo envisions it 
can be. The Judges have a few 
other goals to accomplish be-
fore reaching the big one in 
March. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

St. John’s hung in there, 
but that was the most it could 
muster in its first two Big 
East games. 

The Johnnies fell 80-70 
to Creighton in their confer-
ence opener on New Year’s 
Eve at Carnesecca Arena. 
They followed that up with 
a 83-65 road defeat to No. 12 
Providence on Jan. 2. The Red 
Storm has lost five straight 
games since upsetting Syra-
cuse on Dec. 13. 

St. John’s trailed Provi-
dence by 18 points before cut-
ting it to six midway through 
the second half. Friars star 
Kris Dunn, who had 26 points, 
scored eight straight points 
to help Providence close out 
the game. Yankuba Sima led 
St. John’s with 14 points and 
eight boards.

“I thought our team 
battled,” Red Storm coach 
Chris Mullin said. “We got 
down and didn’t give up. We 
got back into the game and 
made some big shots. Over-
all, I liked our effort and com-
petitiveness. All the credit to 
[Providence], they’re one of 
the top teams in the country, 
but I liked the way my guys 
battled.”

His club was also unable 
to pull itself out of a similar 
situation against Creighton. 

“Overall I thought it was 
just OK, not good enough to 
win,” Mullin said. “I think 
our overall pace and energy 
has to increase. First half, we 
were hanging in there, but 
kind of got worn down.”

The Red Storm (7-8, 0-2) 
trailed 28-17 in the first half 
before an 8-0 run made it a 
three-point contest and just a 
33-29 game at the break. 

Early in the second half, 
the Blue Jays looked for 
some separation, but the Red 
Storm were able to keep pace. 
With Creighton up by five, 
freshman Sima threw down 
a dunk to make it 42-39 with 
16:31 remaining in the game, 
but he received a technical 
foul for hanging on the rim.

Creighton capitalized on 
that, with Isaiah Zierden 
making the foul shot. Then, 
on the ensuing possession he 
hit a three-pointer to put the 
Blue Jays ahead 46-39. 

Freshman Malik Ellison 
paced St. John’s in the loss 
with 17 points. Even though 
they lost, he saw a positive 
side to his team’s effort in 
their first league game. 

“We fought hard as a team 
and it was a great effort, but 
we just couldn’t get the win,” 
he said.

The swing showed the 
Johnnies’ youth. “Part of 
the game is backing up good 
plays consecutively,” Mul-
lin said. “A lot of that [comes 
down to] experience. Learn-
ing how to manage your emo-
tions when you make a good 
play or a mistake. Hopefully, 
that’s something we’ll con-
tinue to get better at.”

St.John’s cut the lead to 
60-54 before Creighton an-
swered back with an 8-0 rally 
to take a 68-54 lead with 7:55 
remaining in the game. That 
late rally was the Blue Jays’ 
knock-out punch.

“We had all the momen-
tum, but we just couldn’t get 
over the hump,” said senior 
guard Durand Johnson, who 
had 14 points. “I felt like our 
energy and confidence was 
there, but it’s just one of those 
things where we have to keep 
fighting and building.” 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Malik Ellison scored 17 points in St. John's loss to Creighton 
Photo by Robert Cole

Cardozo guard Rashond Salnave (r.) knows his team has a big month of 
games ahead in January. Photo by William Thomas

SJU has slow start 
in Big East play

Cardozo must make most 
of upcoming big month

Continued from Page 39 
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cessfully put together, leading 
her team to the school’s first 
PSAL Class A city crown. She 
never treated the sophomores 
as such. They flourished under 
pressure in the title match.  
Best Newcomer:  Charlie 
 Neuweiler, Monsignor 
 McClancy baseball

The tall righty quickly be-
came the ace of the Crusaders’ 
staff as a sophomore. He went 
10-2 with a sparkling 1.28 ERA 
to help the program to one of 
the best seasons in its history. 
He tossed a no-hitter and aver-
aged 10 strikeouts per game. 
It was Neuweiler, despite not 
having his best stuff, who 
pitched McClancy past Arch-
bishop Molloy and into the 
winner’s bracket final of the 
CHSAA Intersectional tour-
nament. 
Best Upset: Bayside boys’ 
soccer stuns top-seeded Martin 
Luther King Jr. in the PSAL 
Class A quarterfinals

It wasn’t just that Bayside, 
which placed second in its di-
vision, took down the PSAL 
city title favorite and national 
power, but how it ended MLK’s 
season. The Commodores, 
who have been known for 

their shutout defense in recent 
year, allowed the high-scoring 
Knights just one first-half 
goal. Keeper Julian Rodriguez 
made 12 saves.
Best Clutch Performance: 

Jesse Rodrigues, Archbishop 
Molloy boys’ soccer

Molloy scored just a goal in 
both the CHSAA Intersectional 
semifinal and final and Rodri-
gues, a senior, had a hand in 
each. He assisted on Kyle Hoff-
man’s winning goal in the 75th 
minute against St. Francis Prep 
and scored the championship 
clincher in double overtime to 
beat Fordham Prep. Rodrigues 
tallied 19 goals on the season. 
Game of the Year: Maspeth 
rallies from 18-points down to 
stun Dwight in start Federa-
tion Class B semifinals 

The Argonauts’ magical 
season appeared headed to a 
crashing end. Instead it add-
ed one more amazing chap-
ter. Maspeth rallied from an 
18-point second-quarter deficit 
to stun Dwight 51-50 in Albany 
and reach its first ever Fed-
eration final. A big three by 
Matthew Nickle gave the Ar-
gonauts their first lead of the 
contest at 51-47 with a minute 
to play.
Story of the Year: Death of 
legendary St. Francis Prep 
football coach Vince O’Connor

Vince O’Connor died on 
Valentine’s Day, still doing the 
job that he loved which defined 
him for six decades. O’Connor, 
the second-winningest foot-
ball coach in New York State 
history with 241 victories, 
had just finished his 61st sea-
son as varsity coach and had 
no plans to give it up, despite 
handing off some duties to 
eventual successor Richie 
Carroll. He won a record 16 
CHSFL titles, including 14 at 
the highest classification. He 
coached nine pros and four 
Walter Camp All-Americans. 
Most importantly, he touched 
the lives of thousands of play-
ers, many of whom returned 
to Fresh Meadows to pay their 
respects.

Quote of the Year: “I’ve 
realized in the last couple of 
days that the break that I prob-
ably really got was the break 
I didn’t realize, the fact that I 
was able to coach at Cardozo,” 
said the Judges’ Ron Naclerio 
after becoming the PSAL’s all-
time winningest boys’ basket-
ball coach. 

Naclerio always had aspira-
tions beyond Cardozo, whether 
it was to coach in college at his 
other alma mater St. John’s or 
in the NBA with the Knicks 
or Nets. After 35 seasons and 
two city titles, he is embrac-
ing the legacy he’s leaving at 
Dozo and made sure to tell the 
large crowd so after hitting 
the milestone. 

Former Molloy pitcher Alexandra 
Yule was selected as the high 
school girls' athlete of the year for 
2015. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

2015’s best
Continued from Page 39
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for $1.99 million.
The median sale price in 

Forest Hills reached $789,534, 
119 percent higher than the 
borough’s median sale price 
of $360,000, the report found. 

Overall, the median home 
sale price in Queens reached 
$360,000, an eight-year-high. 
That figure is reminiscent of 
levels seen before the hous-
ing market crisis, the report 
said.

Queens’ condo prices have 
also trended upwards over 
the past year. The borough’s 
 sales price for condos is 
$493,750, a historic high, ac-
cording to a 2015 report from 
real estate firm Douglas Elli-
man.

As housing prices in tradi-
tionally high-priced Queens 
neighborhoods continue to 
climb Rego Park has also ex-
perienced an uptick in prices. 

The neighborhood, which is 
near Forest Hills Gardens, is 
receiving an influx of high-
end housing developments 
that offer relatively afford-
able sale prices. A new seven-
story condominium current-
ly under construction near 
The Contour building at 97-45 
Queens Blvd. marks the most 
recent project to pop up in the 
neighborhood.

Seth Bornstein, the presi-
dent of the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, 
noted that a growing demand 
for condominiums is espe-
cially beneficial for the bor-
ough.

“People want to purchase,” 
he said. “There is a demand 
from people who want to in-
vest in the borough and that 
idea of ownership is a good 
thing. It adds to a sense of 
community.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

he would have been sentenced 
to two years’ probation on the 
misdemeanor charge instead 

of one to three years in prison 
on the felony charge. He was 
supposed to stay in the pro-
gram for at least a year but 
he was discharged from the 
program on Dec. 29 without 
the court or prosecutors being 
notified because of his non-

compliance with residency re-
quirements, according to the 
DA’s office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

1970s, helped organize a rally 
that drew hundreds to Fatima 
Food Market.

“I was heartened to learn 
that the criminal who vicious-
ly attacked Sarker Haque has 
been rearrested and charged 
with a hate crime,” she said. 
“These felony charges reflect 
the serious nature of the crime 
against Mr. Haque and state 
unequivocally that hate and 
violence have no home in our 
community.”

More than a month after the 
attack, Haque says he still gets 
visits from well-wishers. “The 
support Mr. Haque received 

makes clear there is no place 
for this kind of intolerance in 
our neighborhood,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
vowed continued support for 
the Muslim community and 
that hate would not be tolerat-
ed. “We condemn this uncon-
scionable behavior,” he said. 
“And we applaud the 114th 
Precinct for their handling of 
this serious incident.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) missed 
the rally, but paid a visit to 
the shop Dec. 13. He presented 
Haque with an American flag 
that had flown over the U.S. 
Capitol Building in Washing-
ton.

“What happened to Sarker 
Haque, one of Astoria’s own, 
is not only reprehensible but 
it goes against everything our 
country stands for,” Crowley 
said. “I commend the NYPD 
for their swift work and I 
thank them for the thorough 
investigation of this incident 
as a hate crime. The charges 
against the attacker send a 
strong message that our com-
munities and our city stand 
firmly against such hateful 
and violent acts and that we 
will speak out against this in-
tolerance whenever and wher-
ever it may appear.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Romo dead at the scene and the 
city medical examiner ruled 
the death was a homicide.

According to the DA, Romo’s 
boyfriend, Fabian Maliza, 24, 
was charged Wednesday with 
the death of his girlfriend.  He 

is in custody and being evalu-
ated at Jamaica Hospital’s psy-
chiatric ward, the DA said.

 Maliza allegedly stran-
gled Romo until she could not 
breathe and if convicted could 
face up to 25 years in prison, 
according to the Queens DA. 

In 2015, there was a nearly 
5 percent increase in homi-
cides—a total of 348 compared 

to 2014, which had 333 murders 
across the city.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

him in jewelry, a gold tooth 
grill and a cellphone, police 
said.  Then one of the gang 
shot him in the right kneecap, 
an NYPD spokesman said.

After the shooting, Early’s 
Uber driver scrambled down 
a residential street near the 
club, calling for aid for his 
bleeding passenger.

EMS workers arrived on 
the scene, and rushed Early 
to Elmhurst Hospital. He 
was soon transferred to New 
York–Presbyterian Weill Cor-
nell Medical Center in Man-
hattan, where he was listed 
in stable condition. Early is 
out of the hospital and visited 
the Knicks’ Monday practice. 

“The club isn’t too close 
to us, but they came in our 
direction,” said David Upton 
who lives on the street where 
Early’s driver sought help.

“This is normally a good 
neighborhood, a quiet neigh-
borhood,” he added, peer-
ing out at the media vans in 
front of his porch last week. 
“Knock on wood, though.”

Police had made no ar-
rests in either incident as of 
Wednesday and the investi-
gations were ongoing. But 
a report in the New York 
Post said the robbery, shoot-
ing and firebombing may be 
linked to three other recent 
assaults of men leaving strip 

clubs in Queens and Brook-
lyn.

Since the beginning of De-
cember houses on 74th Street, 
57th Road and 66th Street in 
Maspeth have all been bur-
glarized. On Monday an 
arsonist attempted to burn 
down Grand Avenue Pet Shop 
in Maspeth. Police said there 
is no relation between the 
crimes with Early’s robbery.

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth) plans to meet next week 
with 104th Precinct Capt. 
Mark Wachter to address the 
uptick in crime, according 
to a Michael Armstrong, her 
spokesman. “Something cu-
rious seems to be going on,” 
he said.

Wachter has taken note of 
the crimes.

“We have seen a rise 
in residential burgs in the 
area,” he wrote in a letter 
Wednesday to the Communi-
ties of Maspeth & Elmhurst 
Together civic group.

Wachter advised residents 
to keep their security cam-
eras on at all times and to put 
their valuables in a safe.

“It’s all just shocking,” 
said Louise Murnen, who 
has lived in Maspeth for over 
50 years. “Any type of crime 
here is shocking.”

 Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

been made safe for cyclists, we 
are excited that it is more liv-
able, walkable and even better 
for motorists.”

When de Blasio came to 
Woodside in July to announce 
the $100 million redesign of 
Queens Boulevard, City Hall 
selected longtime street safety 
advocate Lizi Rahman to in-
troduce him. Though she is a 
Jamaica resident and Queens 
Boulevard comes nowhere 
close to her home, in Rah-
man’s case it comes closer to 
her heart.

In February 2008, her 
22-year-old son Asif, a poet 
and photographer, was riding 
his bike to work on Queens 
Boulevard when he swerved 
to avoid a double-parked car 
and was struck and killed by 
a truck. When she went to the 
scene of the deadly collision on 
the boulevard’s service road at 

55th Road in Elmhurst, Rah-
man was “shocked and sur-
prised” to see there were no 
bike lanes on the boulevard 
which has six lanes in each 
direction, while the city was 
installing bike lanes along 
single-lane roads.

“I truly believed that day 
that if there were a bike lane 
along Queens Boulevard my 
son would still be alive,” Rah-
man said. “From that day on 
I did everything I could to get 
a bike lane, so that no other 
mother would feel that pain. 
I began my advocacy for a 
bike lane in 2008 but all of my 
prayers fell on deaf ears year 
after year.”

Rahman said she never got 
responses to letters sent to for-
mer Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
or his DOT Commissioner Ja-
nette Sadik-Khan.

“Then came Mayor de Bla-
sio and his Vison Zero initia-
tive,” Rahman said. “All the 
years of negativity and pes-
simism were replaced by ac-
tion. Everything happened so 

quickly.”
Construction on the first 

1.3-mile stretch of Queens Bou-
levard, where 185 people have 
been killed since 1990, began 
in July with the installation 
of the 5-foot-wide bike lanes 
in both directions, protected 
from cars by a 2-foot-wide buf-
fer. In 2018, the DOT plans to 
install a more permanent ver-
sion of the bike lanes.

When Rahman learned that 
just six months later after the 
construction began, People for 
Bikes named it the third-best 
new bike lane in the country. 

“I’m very happy about that,” 
she said. “I’m really excited to 
see how quickly the bike lanes 
are coming along.  It’s a real 
dream come true for me and I 
hope a lot of lives will be saved, 
Now I hope they name the bike 
lane after my son.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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