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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has come 
up with a far-reaching plan to 
push the often beleaguered Metro-

politan Transportation Authority 
into the 21st century, including a 
complete overhaul of 30 subway 
stations, “contactless payment” 
from straphangers as they board 
subways and buses and WiFi 

in all stations by the end of this 
year.

 The MTA and the transit head 
of the union representing more 
than 30,000 transit workers hailed 
the blueprint.

 “The MTA is absolutely vital 
to the daily functioning of New 
York City, but for too long it has 
failed to meet the region’s growing 
size and strength,” Cuomo said 
“This is about doing more than 
just repair and maintain – this 
is thinking bigger and better and 
building the 21st century transit 
system New Yorkers deserve. We 
are modernizing the MTA like 
never before and improving it for 
years to come.”

 “The MTA is committed to 
meeting Gov. Cuomo’s challenge 
hands-on eliminating every pos-
sible inefficiency to deliver these 
improvements faster, better and 
at a lower cost,” said MTA Chair-
man Thomas Prendergast. “We’ll 
accomplish this by incorporating 
the governor’s suggestions” in 
improving the transit system.

  The governor’s plan would re-
model 30 subway stations, includ-
ing seven in Queens.

 “These cleaner, brighter sta-
tions will be easier to navigate 
with better and more intuitive 
wayfinding as well as a modern-
ized look and  feel,” Cuomo said.

 The Queens stations to be re-
modeled are: 30th Avenue on the 
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Freshman Cole Anthony (c) scores for Archbishop Molloy against Christ the King. The longtime titan of Queens bas-
ketball, CTK is running into surprising competition this year.  Photo by William Thomas

BY MADINA TOURE

The Ozanam Hall Nursing 
Home in Bayside is planning to 
lay off approximately 40 employ-
ees Monday, according to sources 
close to the situation. 

In a letter dated Jan. 4 to an 
employee, June Paley, an assis-
tant administrator at the nursing 
home, said there is a major read-
justment in staffing occurring 
at Ozanam Hall, which has been 
serving the area since 1971.The 
home is located at 42-41 201st St.

The home is experiencing a se-
vere financial crisis and has been 
instructed that these changes 
have to be made to ensure its sur-
vival, Paley said in the generic 
letter, which alerted the employee 
that she would be laid off effective 
Jan. 18. It did not specify who had 
ordered the layoffs.

“It is very difficult to make 
changes that impact employees, 
such as yourself, who have been 
at Ozanam Hall for so long,” Pa-
ley wrote. “Yet these changes are 
needed so that we can survive and 
continue caring for our elderly 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After a long battle with the state for public 
funding to keep its doors open, Varied Internships 
Programs, a Jamaica-based nonprofit youth pro-
gram, shut its doors on the eve of the new year. 

Varied Internship Program, better known as 

After quarter of a century 
VIP youth program ends

BY MADINA TOURE

Borough Muslims said 
they are pleased with the 
city’s settlement of several 
lawsuits from 2013 that ac-
cused the NYPD of improp-
erly investigating Muslim 
groups. 

While the city did not 
admit to engaging in im-
proper practices, it plans 
to provide additional guid-
ance to police officers. The 
changes are an effort to 
offer more thorough guid-
ance to NYPD personnel 
within the existing Hand-

schu Guidelines, rules 
that shape investigations 
of terrorism and other po-
tentially unlawful political 
activity. 

Mohammad Rahman, 
president of the Jamaica 
Muslim Center at 85-37 168th 
St., said his center has had 

The Muslim community welcomed a 
settlement of lawsuits regarding the 
NYPD's surveillance of Muslim groups.  

Photo by David Goldman/AP

Nursing home 
starts layoffs 

in Bayside

Subway preps for its face-lift
Cuomo unveils plan to remodel 30 stations, including seven in Queens
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Muslims praise NYPD settlement

HE SHOOTS, HE SCORES
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY  
January 24th 
Noon to 3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Students develop mobile apps for Forest Park
Grover Cleveland High School kids strut their technical stuff for Crowley, Fariña and other offi cials

BY GABRIEL ROM

Five years ago, Grover Cleve-
land High School’s Academy of 
Information Technology received 
a grant from computer technol-
ogy company Lenovo to start an 
app development workshop under 
the instruction of GCHS teacher 
Andrew Woodbridge. 

At Forest Park’s Oak Ridge, 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Glendale) and Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina gath-
ered with Woodbridge and a 
group of talented students Jan. 7 
to showcase six mobile apps.

Crowley, who worked at Forest 
Park when she was younger, pro-
posed that this year they develop 
an app focused on the park. 

“Forest Park is over 500 acres 
with many different attractions, 
from the Ridgewood Reservoir 
to the bandshell to the carousel,” 
Crowley said. “Whether you have 
lived in the area for 50 years or 
just a few months, it’s a tough 

park to navigate. These different 
apps will let residents and visi-
tors alike take advantage of all 
our community has to offer.” 

Daranne Ponce, a Grover 

Cleveland student who worked 
on the Revisor Racing app, said 
she was inspired by Forest Park’s 
“beautiful, scenic views.” 

Along with her two other team-

mates, Isra Bisharat and Gustavo 
Espinoza, Ponce developed an 
app that would time users as they 
raced past a series of checkpoints 
around the reservoir.

Espinoza, who worked on cod-
ing the app, said he only had a 
single year of computer engineer-
ing experience before embarking 
on the project.

“We try to keep it simple,” he 
said.

For many of students this was 
their first foray into mobile appli-
cation development.

“We immediately got thrown 
into this, so we’re happy,” said 
Stephanie Veslasquez who was 
part of the Rocky’s Forest Park 
Adventure app development team. 
That app was developed from pic-
tures the group took on a tour of 
the park. 

While Woodbridge says he of-
fered help to his students when 
they hit roadblocks, he also en-
couraged them to tackle problems 
on their own and to adapt on the 

fly, developing what he sees as 
crucial skills for the job force.

“This is all about how what 
they’re doing is transferable to 
their careers,” Woodbridge said.

“These are skills that can 
transfer over to any industry--
both technology skills and soft 
skills, like public speaking and 
interpersonal skills,” he added.  
Crowley solicited help from vari-
ous community partners includ-
ing the Forest Park Trust, Wood-
haven Cultural and Historical 
Society, the Ridgewood Reservoir, 
the Highland Park Alliance, the 
Queens Historical Society, the 
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation and H2O. 

“It is wonderful to see a pro-
gram like this that engages stu-
dents in STEM learning while 
teaching them about social stud-
ies and civic engagement,” Fariña 
said.

Grover Cleveland High School students developed six mobile apps relating to 
Forest Park: Who’s Buried Near Forest Park, Forest Park Birding, Rocky’s Forest 
Park Adventure, A Tour of Forest & Highland Park, Reservoir Racing, Sports 
Navigator and Forest Park Attractions. The office of Elizabeth Crowley
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Ex-con searches LGA 
for cop who aided him

BY BILL PARRY

An ex-con from the 
Bronx has been driving the 
streets in and around La-
Guardia Airport searching 
for an NYPD officer for the 
last month. 

James Roberts, 58, is not 
sure of the cop’s name or 
the precinct he is stationed 
at, but he is positive about 
one thing.

“That man changed my 
life,” Roberts said. “I’m just 
trying to find him so I can 
thank him properly, maybe 
take him to lunch. I’m pretty 
sure his name was Anderson 
or Andrews, something like 
that, and he’s a bald black 
man in his mid-30s with a 
little mustache. And he was 
very polite and very nice.”

Roberts was a small-time 
drug dealer with the street 
name “Mousie” in the ‘80s 
and ‘90s, selling crack and 
marijuana. He claims he 
was not a violent criminal.

“I didn’t believe in gun 
violence or knives,” Rob-
ert said. “Killing people is 
wrong, but I came to realize 
that I was killing people, too, 
but I was doing it with crack. 
I saw what crack was doing 
to God’s children and when 
I came to that realization, I 
just had to retire.”

Roberts stopped dealing 
drugs in 1999, but several 
weeks later he was arrested 
and charged with criminal 
sale of a controlled sub-
stance. Roberts claimed he 
was set up by a woman he 
had refused to sell to be-
cause she was pregnant.

“When she pointed me 
out to the cops, I had noth-
ing but $7 and four ciga-
rettes in my pocket,” Rob-
erts recalled. “It was my 
rap sheet that caught up 
with me and they sent me 
upstate.”

Roberts spent the next 
four years in Clinton Dan-
nemora Prison, the maxi-
mum security jail for men 
just south of Montreal. Rob-
erts steered clear of trouble, 
spending all of his free time 
studying in the prison’s law 
library.

After his release in 
2005, Roberts found that 
his incarceration was a 
barrier to employment. For 
the next 12 years he tried a 
job readiness program and 
spent time in the Doe Fund, 
but the only work he could 
get was as a disc jockey 
technician two or three 
times a month making $25 
a party.

In November, an ac-
quaintance suggested he try 
talking to America Works, 
a private workforce devel-
opment firm that has found 
jobs for a half a million 
hard-to-place workers since 
1984. America Works has 
placed military veterans, 
long-term welfare and food 
stamp recipients, people 
who are homeless and living 
in shelters, and like Roberts, 
former criminal offenders.

On Jan. 7, his case work-
er told him she found a job 
for him at LaGuardia Air-
port servicing cars at the 
National, Enterprise and 
Alamo rental-car depots 
and he raced to Queens. 
When he got off the M60 bus 
at 82nd Street and Astoria 
Boulevard North, Robert re-
alized his appointment was 
not at the airport but at the 
offices of Cavalry Staffing 
in Fresh Meadows. But since 
he only had enough fare for 
his return trip to the Bronx, 
he began to get uptight and 
visibly agitated and that’s 
when he heard a voice.

“This police officer was 
sitting in his patrol car at 

the bus stop and he tried 
to calm me down,” Rob-
ert said. “When he looked 
at the address, he said he 
knew the place because 
he took his wife to the Ap-
plebee’s around the corner. 
I said point me in the direc-
tion and I’ll start walking 
because I don’t have the 
fare. That’s when he told 
me to get in the car and 
he’d take me there. He said 
it was OK, he was on his 
lunch break.”

When the officer dropped 
him at the proper offices on 
186th Street, he shook Rob-
erts’ hand and wished him 
the best of luck.

“I told him if I got the job 
I’d take him to lunch at that 
Applebee’s on 188th Street,” 
Roberts said. “Well, I got the 
job the very same day and 
ever since I’ve been driving 
around hoping to find him, 
so I can take him to lunch 
and thank him for caring.”

America Works CEO Dr. 
Lee Bowes found the whole 
story to be heartwarming 
from beginning to end.

“First off, Mr. Roberts 
has been collecting Social 
Security disability checks, 
so he could have spent 
the rest of his life at home 
collecting checks, but he 
preferred to work,” Bowes 
said. “And then to see how 
this officer helped him was 
touching. We would love to 
be able to let Commissioner 
Bratton know what this of-
ficer did, but we haven’t 
been able to find him.”

Ex-con James Roberts found a job with some timely help from a 
cop at LaGuardia Airport last month. Photo by Bill Parry
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ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

“High school is 
for four years; the
Prep is forever”

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 

(718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org   
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Hoverboard bill re-do
Sen. Peralta makes changes to his legalization legislation

BY BILL PARRY

Less than a week after 
he introduced a measure 
to legalize and regulate 
hoverboards, state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) announced 
he is making substantial 
policy changes to the leg-
islation. 

In light of recent re-
ports that some of the 
devices are igniting into 
flames or exploding, the 
new proposal empowers 
the State Department’s 
Division of Consumer Pro-
tection with the capacity 
to investigate complaints 
about these incidents, as 
well as keep a public da-
tabase that catalogues 
them. 

If the division deter-
mines that hoverboards or 
electric unicycles have ex-
ploded, the agency would 
post the brand, model, 
manufacturer and retail 
seller of the malfunction-
ing device on its website.

“We have to deal with 
this issue head-on be-
cause the reality is this is 
a new technology,” Peralta 
said. “As we await new 
safety standards from the 
U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, we 
must take interim steps 
to ensure that shoddy ver-
sions of these devices and 
poor components are not 
finding their way into the 
marketplace.”

In addition, manufac-

turers and retail sellers 
that distribute devices 
that explode or burst into 
flames will face a civil 
penalty of $1,000 for each 
violation. On a third vio-
lation, these businesses 
would lose the ability to 
sell hoverboards and elec-
tric unicycles in New York 
State.

“This is a three strikes 
and you’re out scenario,” 
Peralta said. “We simply 
cannot have people selling 
products that may endan-
ger the safety of consum-
ers.”

Another amendment to 
the legislation relates to 
the “reckless operation” of 
these popular devices. If a 
person rides these devices 
in a manner that endan-
gers the safety or property 
of another, the hoverboard 
or electric unicycle opera-
tor will face fines under 
New York state law.

Like current New York 
City rules that apply to 
skateboarding or in-line 
skating on sidewalks, op-
erators of hoverboards 
and electric unicycle us-
ers would not face a fine if 

riding them safely on side-
walks. However, reckless 
operators of hoverboards 
or electric unicycles will 
face penalties ranging 
from $50 to $100. 

“Hoverboard and elec-
tric unicycle riders don’t 
belong in urban streets 
where a sidewalk is avail-
able,” Peralta said. “The 
last thing we want is to 
have a hoverboard op-
erator get into a major 
accident with a truck, car 
or motorbike, and while 
riding on a city sidewalk, 
they have to make sure 
they do so in a safe man-
ner, while providing pe-
destrians with the utmost 
respect.”

The legislation further 
mandates that hoverboard 
or electric unicycle riders 
under the age of 18 wear 
protective gear while op-
erating these devices—
specifically a helmet, knee 
pads and wrist guards.

“We must ensure that 
our kids ride these popu-
lar devices in a manner 
that is very safe,” Peralta 
said.

The bill continues to 
provide municipal au-
thorities with the power 
to create their own addi-
tional regulations regard-
ing these devices since 
there is no “one size fits 
all” approach available at 
the State level to address 
the wide range of varying 
traffic concerns across 
New York State.

Sloan science award
won by boro teacher

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Bellerose teacher at 
the Queens High School 
for the Sciences at York 
College said she would not 
have been named one of 
the seven to receive a Sloan 
Awards For Excellence 
in Teaching Science and 
Mathematics without with 
support of her colleagues. 

The awards recognize 
New York City public high 
school teachers who mo-
tivate students to reach 
further, work harder, and 
develop and expand their 
love for science and math-
ematics. The teachers must 
also inspire students to 
pursue careers in science 
and mathematics.

Queens High School for 
the Sciences at York College 
teacher Shanaz Baksh was 
chosen out of thousands of 
teachers. 

Baksh’s science research 
course pairs students with 
scientists and professors 

across the city who guide 
students in crafting origi-
nal scientific research proj-
ects. 

“I like to make them 
love science,” Baksh said, 
a Bellerose resident. “My 
courses include skills that 
can be used later in life.”

Baksh, who teaches AP 
Biology, freshman research 
and advanced science re-
search, said skills such as 
citing sources for research, 
oral presentations and 
peer review can go straight 
from the classroom into the 
workplace. 

“The AP biology exam 
has changed and there is 
more argumentative writ-
ing so I try to incorporate 
that into my classes,” she 
said. 

Baksh said that her stu-
dents sometimes become 
the teacher.

 “Students are very open 
to anything and sometimes 
if I find out about some new 
technology, they will tell me 
about it. They do not turn 
their nose down on me just 
because I might not know 
something.”

She said in the future 
she would love to teach com-
puter programming after 
she learned more about com-
puter science at a teacher’s 
conference.  

Baksh said the award 
would not have been possible 
without the help of her sup-
portive colleagues, princi-
pal and York College, which 
neighbors Queens High 
School for the Sciences. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta announces sustantial changes to 
his hoverboard and electric unicycle legalization bill. 

Courtesy of alibaba.com

SHANAZ BAKSH
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At The Mary Louis Academy, you will own your voice-
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SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

VISIT US ONLINE
www.tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, New York
Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

Crime rate drops 6% in Jamaica’s 103rd Pct.
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Despite the fatal shooting of 
a 16-year-old man on Dec. 31 in 
South Jamaica, newly promoted 
Inspector John Cappelman said 
Tuesday night overall crime was 
down 6 percent in the surround-
ing neighborhoods of downtown 
Jamaica at a 103rd community 
precinct meeting. 

The monthly meeting includ-
ed a special guest, NYPD Chief of 
Community Affairs Joanne Jaffe, 
who discussed new units includ-
ing an outreach initiative to help 
immigrants feel welcomed and 
understand that police officers 
were there to protect them. 

“Crime going down 6 percent is 
a major achievement for us,” Cap-
pelman said, who was promoted 
Dec. 18 from the post of deputy in-
spector. “We had a great year.”

The 103rd Precinct covers 
neighborhoods in and around 
the downtown Jamaica Business 
District, including Hollis Park 
Gardens, Hollis, Lakewood and 
Jamaica.

“But a major concern for us is 
gang violence,” he said. “We are 

working really closely with gang 
units.”

According to Cappelman, 
there were 18 shootings and 18 
shooting victims in 2015, but over-
all crime has decreased 6 percent 
when compared to 2014.  

In  2015, at the 103rd Precinct 
there were a total of six homi-
cides,  28 rapes, 383 robberies,  444 

felony assaults, 249 burglaries, 
505 grand larceny and 108 grand 
larceny auto incidents reported, 
according to the latest NYPD sta-
tistics.

For an eight-month period, 
from January through August 
2015, the 103rd Precinct had a to-
tal of one homicide, when 30-year 
old Russell McKee was the victim 

of a fatal shooting robbery by two 
male suspects while waiting on 
the corner of Camden and Liberty 
Avenies for his friends, according 
to police — compared to seven in 
2014 during the same time period, 
according to NYPD statistics. 

In 2015, a total of six homi-
cides occurred within the 103rd 
Precinct, according to the latest 
NYPD statistics.

The last murder of the year 
took place 30 minutes before 
midnight on Dec. 31 when 103rd 
Precinct police officers found 
16-year-old Jihad Jackson, from 
Rosedale, shot once in the neck 
at the corner of 109th Avenue and 
Merrick Boulevard. He was unre-
sponsive, according to police offi-
cials, who also said emergency re-
sponders pronounced Jihad dead 
at the scene.

Cappelman said Jihad Jackson 
had traveled back to his Rosedale 
home from Washington, D.C dur-
ing a family trip. He stopped over 
at a friend’s house and hung out 
with some pals for the new year 
when a gun went off and shot him, 
according to Cappelman. 

According to the criminal 

complaint filed by the Queens 
district attorney, three suspects, 
were arrested and charged with 
tampering with evidence—Edu-
ardo Placencia, 18; Natalie Pla-
cencia, 49, Eduardo’s mother; and 
her boyfriend, Dorian Carr, 48. 
All three live near the scene of 
the slaying.

Police sources said there was 
evidence from the Placencia home 
on Merrick Boulevard indicating 
that after Jihad was shot, he was 
moved outside and investigators 
at the scene found a bloody cloth 
outside in the bushes near the 
Placencia home.

Carr, admitted that Jackson’s 
body was removed from the 
home. 

Investigators have not yet 
found the gun involved in the 
shooting, according to Cappel-
man, and police said the investi-
gation is ongoing. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully 
by e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4546.

NYPD Chief of Community Affairs Joanne Jaffe discusses new units, including 
an immigrant outreach initiative, at the community precinct meeting at the 
103rd Precinct. 
 Photo by Sadef Kully
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good relations with the Po-
lice Department, but that 
the surveillance program 
violated Muslims’ consti-
tutional rights, calling the 
settlement “a victory for 
the Muslims.”

“It did not affect us 
much, but as a Muslim a 
lot of people were under 
the surveillance program 
they had,” Rahman said. 
“It was a discriminatory 
thing.  It  definitely does 
not go with the Constitu-
tion of this country.”

Bengali community ac-
tivist Mazeda Uddin said 
Muslims are not treated 
well but that they are at 
least not afraid to speak 
up. 

“Before, they don’t 
want to even bring up is-
sues with anyone, even 
to the police... even to the 
state,” Uddin said.

The Handschu Guide-
lines were implemented 
after a class-action suit 
brought by American po-
litical activist and lawyer 
Barbara Handschu and 

others in 1971 accusing 
the NYPD’s Red Squad, 
a political intelligence 
unit, of spying by keep-
ing dossiers on political 
activists. A judge agreed 
to modified the guidelines 
in 2003 at the request of 
the NYPD due to the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks.  They will 
be changed as part of a 
resolution of Raza v. City 
of New York, a lawsuit 
alleging “suspicion-less 
surveillance” of Muslims, 
and Handschu v. Special 
Service Division, a chal-
lenge to numerous NYPD 
surveillance and investi-
gative practices aimed at 
political organizations. 

Police Commission-
er Bill Bratton said the 
changes “make it easier to 
maintain best practices in 
intelligence gathering and 
investigations” and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio called com-
munities of faith “strong 
partners in the fight 
against terrorism.” 

The changes include 
clearly incorporating reg-
ulations against religious 
profiling in police policies, 
a provision for consider-
ing the effect investiga-

tions have on people who 
are not targets in the same 
community, reasonable 
time limits for certain in-
vestigations and adding 
a civilian member to an 
internal NYPD Handschu 
Committee. The NYPD 
also agreed to remove the 
2007 report “Radicaliza-
tion in the West” about ter-
rorism from its website.

But Tanjir Alam, secre-
tary at Masjid Baitul Gaf-
far in Richmond Hill, said 
there must have been a 
reason that prompted the 
NYPD to spy on the Mus-
lim community in the city, 
but he could not comment 
on the settlement. 

 If a member of the 
Muslim community had 
plans on doing something 
wrong, “I definitely sup-
port the NYPD or any law 
enforcement,” Alam said. 

Rahman cited Bratton 
and de Blasio have had 
good relations with the 
107th Precinct and the 
Muslim community com-
pared to previous admin-
istrations. De Blasio vis-
ited his center last month.

VIP, provided workshops, 
mentors and employment 
for more than 100 partici-
pants annually while pro-
viding a stipend and travel 
costs. The deadline to file a 
request for state funding-
 was Dec. 31 and the annual 
cost to run the program 
would have been an esti-
mated $250,000.

“VIP really cemented 
the relationship between 
public service and private 

businesses. It is really sad 
to see our doors close after 
25 years of services to the 
community,” said James 
Blake, founder of VIP. 

After 25 years, VIP is one 
of the dozen or so nonprofit 
youth programs across the 
city that have found them-
selves without funding 
from the state Office of Al-
cohol and Substance Abuse. 
Policy changes forced un-
derstaffed and overworked 
nonprofits such as VIP to 
apply for funds through 
a request for proposal -- 
something no one at VIP 
knew how to do.

Last year in an email 
interview, a spokeswoman 
from the state office said all 
programs that “did not win 
a new contract under the 
Prevention [Request For 
Proposal] were awarded 
an additional six months 
of funding until Dec. 31 to 
allow time for transition 
planning and for seeking 
alternate funding sources.”

According to Blake,  
the program would cost a 
bare minimum of $50,000 
 to continue until May 2016, 
but the deadline came and 
went.
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N, Q line; Broadway on the 
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Q; 39th Avenue on the N, Q; 
Parsons Boulevard on the 
F; 67th Avenue on the M, 
R; and Northern Boulevard 
on the M, R.

  In September the Citi-
zens Budget Commission 
identified 33 stations in the 
subway system in need of 
repair, nearly half of which 
were in Queens.  Six of the 
10 worst stations were in 
the borough.

 The 52nd Street station 
in Woodside/Sunnyside on 
the No. 7 line was called the 
worst in the city, but it does 
not appear on the gover-
nor’s rehabilitation list.

 “Stations will be closed 
to give contractors unfet-
tered access with a singu-

lar focus – get in, get done 
and get out,” according to 
the plan. “Work on the ma-
jority of these 30 stations 
will be completed by 2018 
and all will be finished by 
2020. 

On average station red-
velopments from start to fin-
ish will be reduced to take 
between six and 12 months.

“Once again Gov. Cuomo 
is stepping up on behalf of 
transit workers and transit 
riders,” said Jon Samuelsen, 
president of Local 100 of the 
Transport Workers union.

The plan to overhaul the 
MTA was among Cuomo’s 
list of improvements, in-
cluding a new plan to re-
sume work on the stalled 
Javits Center, including a 
new Pennsylvania railroad 
terminal, a Hudson River 
tunnel as well as upgrading 
of highways and bridges, 
many upstate.

 The governor also called 
for addition of a third track 
to part of the Long Island 
Rail Road’s Main Line  in 
Nassau and increased edu-
cational opportunities in 
prisons.

The governor’s proposal 
also accelerates the process 
of bringing mobile pay-
ment methods  to subways 
and buses, allowing riders 
to pay their fares by waving 
a cellphone, a bank card or 
another payment device 
over contactless reader 
devices. This will speed 
up payment and boarding. 
Non Contact boarding is 
scheduled to start in 2018.

All 277 underground 
subway stations will have 
Wi-Fi service by the end of 
2016 and cellphone service 
will be available in all of 
them early the following 
year.

Continued from Page 1 
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residents.” 
Paley also told the em-

ployee that she would be 
advised of her bumping 
rights by the UFCW Local 
342 union. Bumping allows 
employees with more se-
niority to take a less senior 
employee’s job.  

The employee, who 
asked not to be identified, 
has been working at Ozan-
am Hall for 14 years. She 
said the home is laying off 
some people who have been 
working at the nursing 
home for 30 years. There 
are an estimated 500 em-
ployed at the home, accord-

ing to the employee.
She said the adminis-

trators were on vacation 
this week and that Marga-
ret Monier, UFCW Local 
342’s union representative, 
came to the nursing home 
last Friday, but has not re-
turned her calls.

“She said, ‘We don’t 
know what happened. We 
don’t have any answers be-
cause the administration is 
on vacation,’” the employee 
said.  

She said at least six of 
the employees who will be 
laid off work in the kitchen 
and that the layoffs are not 
being done by seniority, 
noting that newer employ-
ees will remain. 

“We want to know what 
happened,” she said. 

Monier and Ozanam 
management could not be 
reached for comment on 
this story. 

Lionel Morales, a spokes-
man for City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Hillcrest), 
said Vallone received an 
anomyous email about the 
layoffs.

“We got an email from a 
constituent saying the hall 
was planning on letting go 
some of the older staff mem-
bers, older as in they’ve 
been there the longest,” 
Morales said. 

 Another employee said 
all employees had five 
hours cut from their  pay-
checks a few years ago, and 
that UFCW Local 342 has 
filed grievances concern-
ing the layoffs.

Continued from Page 1 
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