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City Councilmen Barry 

Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), along with state 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), were 
among 13 lawmakers across 
the city who have joined with 
the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter to urge President Barack 
Obama to convene a summit 
on anti-Semitism, invoking 
the legacy of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, as-
sociate dean of the Simon Wi-
esenthal Center in Los Ange-
les, unveiled the center’s “Top 
Ten Anti-Semitic/Anti-Israel 
Incidents” Jan. 14 at the center 
at 226 E. 42nd St.

The Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter is a global human rights or-
ganization that researches the 
Holocaust and hate in historic 
and contemporary contexts. 
Named for Nazi hunter Simon 
Wiesenthal, its educational 
arm, the Museum of Tolerance 
in Los Angeles, Calif., forces 
visitors to confront bigotry 
and racism. 

In the report, the center 
said that sports venues in 
Europe witnessed “shocking 
anti-Semitic chants” in front 

Avella demands 
agencies probe 
food production

BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) rallied outside a 
single-family rental home in 
Bayside Tuesday with many 
concerned neighbors fearing 
potential hazardous conse-
quences from what they allege 
is a commercial food operation 
being conducted illegally.

Residents lodged com-
plaints with the appropriate 
city agencies and called on 
Avella to look into the suspect-
ed business being run at 33-31 
204th St. Avella said he called 
on both the city Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene 
and the city Department of 
Buildings to investigate.

The Health Department 
sent cease-and-desist orders to 
both the property owners and 
the tenants after attempting to 
investigate resulting only in a 
violation, which was paid.

But neighbors still claim 
they smell potent food odors 
and burning oil  at all times of 
day and night.  They also say 
they have seen a large propane 
tank being taken inside and 
many different people go in 
and out of the home carrying 
large food containers while 
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Moments before the contest begins, a member of the Radical Robots team from Long Island checks 
out their entry in the First Tech Challenge robotics tournament at Francis Lewis High School. See 
coverage on Pages 3, 24. Photo by Michael Shain

Pols demand 
summit eyeing 
anti-Semitism 

Baysiders allege illegal biz
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
After more than six months 

of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s de-
cision to impose a state of 
emergency on the nail salon 
industry, state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) has in-
troduced the Transparency 
in Enforcement Act to combat 
what he has called selective 
enforcement of the law against 
salons owned by Asian immi-
grants. 

A number of angry nail 
salon owners waving signs at-
tended the Tuesday crowded 
news conference.

 The act will amend the ex-
ecutive law, requiring every 
state agency, board or com-
mission that directly or by 
contract reports demographic 
data resulting from any in-
spections, pending cases or 
penalties to base the data on 
race, gender and region.  

“It’s been six months of de-
monization and vilification of 
the industry,” Kim said. 

At the news conference 
at the Mudan Restaurant in 
Flushing, at least 100 nail sa-
lon owners chanted phrases 
on signs they held up such as 
“Nail salon owners are NOT 
monsters!!,” “Don’t kill small 
business!,” “We are not crimi-
nals!” and “We need support, 
not harassment!” They also 
noted the majority of nail sa-
lon owners are Asian women, 
who are unfairly targeted. 

Based on a New York Times 
investigative report in May, 
Cuomo launched a task force 
and imposed emergency regu-
lations May 18 to crack down on 
nail salons, according to Kim.

The lawmaker charged that 
despite a new law restricting 
the state’s ability to unfairly 
target and single out one com-
munity, Cuomo has extended 
his state of emergency three 
times to unilaterally take pu-
nitive measures against nail 

salon workers and owners.
Peter Yu of the Chinese 

Nail Salon Association of East 
America said Cuomo’s action 
makes the industry “even 
more hostile than before.”

“Many of you know since 
May of last year...we small 
business owners are trying 
so hard to survive,” Yu said 
through a translator.

The Chinese and Korean 
nail salon trade groups teamed 
up to conduct a small business 
survey of 200 businesses—a 
roughly 5 percent sample of 
the industry—to measure the 
impact of Cuomo’s executive 
action against nail salons. 

The survey found that since 
May, 54 percent of nail salons 
laid off workers.

Some 80 percent of nail sa-
lon owners found wage bonds 
to be unfair and burdensome 
and 28 percent encountered 
inappropriate behavior from 
investigators, communication 
problems or other difficulties 
during investigations, accord-
ing to the survey.

About 23 percent of sur-
veyed owners received fines 
and penalties from targeted 
enforcement and only one 

store had any issues with un-
paid wages, the survey found.

About 17 percent closed 
their shops while 71 percent 
want to get out of the industry 
by selling or shutting down, 
the survey added.

Sangho Lee of the Korean 
Nail Salon Association called 
for more transparency in the 
inspection process, urging the 
state to help the workers.

“When the inspectors go 
to the nail salons, they don’t 
even talk to the workers ... We 
think that the inspection is 
very biased,” Lee said through 
a translator. 

The New York State Nail 
Salon Industry Enforcement 
Task Force’s Bill of Rights for 
nail workers indicates that 
employees must be paid at 
least $6.60 an hour before tips 
for the first 40 hours per week 
and $8.75 an hour if they do not 
earn tips. Workers must earn 
$10.98 an hour before tips after 
40 hours per week and $13.13 
an hour if they do not get tips.

Joe Lin of the Chinese-
American Nail Salon Associa-
tion contended salon owners 
overpay their workers.

“They’ve been misleading 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Tutti Play Cafe is 
opening this weekend in Bay-
side as part of a new commu-
nity outreach endeavor from 
BrokenBuilders Ministries, 
the multi-congregational 
Korean church operating in 
conjunction with the United 
Methodist Church in Man-
hattan and Bayside.

BrokenBuilders is hold-
ing a free open house at the 
new cafe at Bayside UMC, 
38-20 Bell Blvd., on Saturday, 
Jan. 23, and Saturday, Jan. 30 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. .

“Our doors and our hearts 
are always open to the com-
munity of Bayside,” Bayside 
UMC Senior Pastor the Rev. 
William Wendler said. “I am 
thankful that we are able to 
invite Bayside families to 
this great opportunity to con-
nect with one another and 
grow together.”

The open house is the pilot 
for an expansion of the min-
istry’s Sunday children’s pro-
gram, providing a number 
of sports and arts classes to 
Bayside youth, and will now 
include for the next two Sat-
urdays, free snacks and cof-
fee, live music, face painting, 
balloon making and classes 

for kids in basketball, arts 
and crafts, music and Tae-
kwondo.

“This is something the 
residents of Bayside neigh-
borhood would appreciate 
very much,” said cafe orga-
nizer Jennifer Luna, a Bay-
side resident, educator and 
mother of two. “I am so glad 
that this new community 
project is coming with a clear 
purpose to serve the people 
in this neighborhood rather 
than as another business 
endeavor. This is something 
that will open new exciting 
opportunities for Bayside 
families.”

Organizers said free park-
ing for the open house would 
also be available at the rear 
of the church, entering from 
213th Street. A full program 
schedule for the spring is 
supposed to be released at the 
open house. The cafe is slated 
to open every Saturday from 
now on, organizers said.

For more information, 
visit BrokenBuilders Minis-
tries online at http://www.
b3m.org/.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Nail salon owners yelled chants such as "We are not criminals!," claiming 
they are unfairly targeted by a state nail salon law. Photo by Madina Toure

Tutti Play Cafe opens
inside Bayside church

Kim challenges gov
Lawmaker launches bill to ease nail salon inspections
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Bayside UMC and BrokenBuilders Ministries will now open Tutti Play 
Cafe at 38-20 Bell Blvd. every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Justin Pepe had a slice of 
pepperoni pizza in one hand 
and a pen in the other. Pepe, 
15, a member of the Syosset 
Robotics team, was frantically 
sketching a redesign of his 
competitive robot in the caf-
eteria of Francis Lewis High 
School in Fresh Meadows, oth-
erwise known this past week-
end as “The Pit.” 

Justin was joined by more 
than 100 other students from 
over 20 high schools around 
the tri-state area competing 
at the two-day FIRST Tech 
Challenge robotics qualifiers.
The competition required 
teams to design, develop and 
build robots based on sound 
engineering principles—and 
then put the robots to the test 
in the annual match-up. 

The specific challenge, 
which changes yearly, was 
announced in September, forc-
ing teams to develop a unique 
strategy, engineer their robot 
and then program it for com-

petition. 
“Teamwork is paramount,” 

said  Sam Alexander, High 
School program manager for 
NYC FIRST, a non-profit or-

ganization that helps organize 
the tournament.

“This replicates pro engi-
neering,” Alexander added. 
“You have cost and time con-

straints. You need to plan 
and you need to work with a 
team.”

In the Francis Lewis gym, 
Robot 10791 circled a make-

shift robot arena, dodging its 
opponent. Four teams of three 
huddled around, controllers in 
hand.

The goal was for each team 
to use their robot to pick up 
and move debris into hard-to-
reach goals  

Suddenly, one of the ro-
bot’s mechanical arms started 
slamming down on the little 
plastic blocks.

Alex Koldy, 15, captain of 
the Forest Hills Mighty Me-
chanics, stood behind his ro-
bot’s operator and controller.

“Put the lever down,” he 
barked. “Move it down, just a 
little more!”

“Robot 10791 has dropped 
in a block!” said the announc-
er. A group of parents cheered 
wildly.

Alexander explained that 
the program marries sheer fun 
with complex problem solving. 
“When you are solving prob-
lems with friends, that’s when 
you want to keep doing some-
thing,” he said.

Designs of robots are posted online and teams often collaborate to improve robots together. More photos on 
Page 24. Photo by Michael Shain

Robot-mania arrives at Francis Lewis HS
First Tech Challenge brings students from over 32 tri-state area schools for tournament
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Independent Budget 
Office has put together a re-
port estimating the cost of 
implementing free tuition in 
the City University of New 
York’s community colleges at 
the behest of Brooklyn Bor-
ough President Eric Adams.  

The IBO estimated the an-
nual cost of free tuition for 
CUNY’s current number of 
roughly 100,000 community 
college students would range 
from $138 million to $232 mil-
lion, depending on whether 
the implementation of such 
policies would be limited to 
full-time programs of three 
years or less, or would extend 
to programs of unlimited du-
ration for both full-time and 
part-time students.

Adams made the request 
after President Barack 
Obama mentioned CUNY’s 

existing tuition exemption 
program in his 2015 State of 
the Union adress as a model 
for higher education going 
forward. 

He said the IBO’s report 
reaffirmed for him that his 
proposal to expand CUNY’s 
existing program would im-
prove student outcomes, ask-
ing for modest increased state 
and city support to make the 
system’s community colleges 
tuition free.

All CUNY community col-
leges would be affected by 
such a change in tuition as-
sistance, including LaGuar-
dia Community College in 
Long Island City and Queens-
borough Community College 
in Bayside.

Many CUNY community 
colleges already participate 
in the university system’s Ac-
celerated Study in Associate 

BY MADINA TOURE

At a news conference last 
week, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) unveiled a series 
of ethics reform proposals, as 
well as going over some which 
he had planned to pursue be-
fore being reassigned from his 
position as chairman of the 
Senate Ethics Committee in 
May.

One bill Avella introduced 
in May while on the Ethics 
Committee requires regis-
tration and disclosure for all 
firms that work with both 
elected officials and outside 
clients.

Another bill, also initiated 
in May, mandates that politi-
cal consultants cannot lobby 
elected officials and that lob-
byists cannot engage in politi-
cal consulting. 

Speaking at his district of-

fice at 38-50 Bell Blvd., Avella 
said he “made an attempt to 
try and get them (bills) done 
for that short time that I was 
chair.” 

He tried to convene the com-
mittee’s first meeting since at 

least 2009 and found out no leg-
islation had ever been referred 
to the committee.

Many bills go to multiple 
committees because they over-
lap in committee jurisdiction, 
he said. 

“Anything that has to do 
with reforming how Albany 
works should go to the Ethics 
Committee,” he said. “I mean, 
I tried to have the one and only 
hearing ever. Unfortunately, I 
wasn’t able to do that.”

Avella is a member of the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference, a five-member fac-
tion of breakaway Democrats. 
He was reassigned to serve as 
chairman of the Children and 
Families Committee in June. 
He testified in the federal cor-
ruption trial of Senate Major-
ity Leader Dean  Skelos, who 
was found guilty last month.

BY TOM MOMBERG

Official proponents of a ban 
on the horse carriage indus-
try in the city, the industry’s 
advocates and workers union 
have reached a compromise to 
introduce new limits on one of 
Manhattan’s most widely rec-
ognized historic activities.

Many of the carriage driv-
ers and other industry work-
ers live in the Queens neigh-
borhoods of Jackson Heights 
and Bayside .

Mayor Bill de Blasio, City 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito  (D-Manhattan) 
and the Teamsters Union rep-
resenting the carriage drivers 
and horse caretakers jointly 
announced a new deal Sunday 
agreeing to allow the industry 
to continue to operate in Cen-
tral Park only and to build per-
manent stables there.

Some preliminary details 
of the agreement have been re-
leased, but many facets of what 
will ultimately be included 
in a new City Council bill are 
still being worked out.

City Councilmen Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 

and Ydanis Rodríguez (D-
Manhattan), who have been 
avid supporters of a ban on 
the industry, said they were 
happy with the compromise, 
although more details are still 
supposed to be worked out.

“We are pleased that at 
the end of an exhaustive pro-
cess, all sides in this negotia-
tion were able to come to an 
amicable agreement that both 
removes horses from the dan-
gers of city traffic and saves 

the jobs of many in the horse 
carriage industry,” Dromm 
and Rodríguez said in a joint 
statement. “Working out the 
logistics of this agreement will 
be key in reaching an outcome 
that is suitable to all parties 

involved.”
A ban is supposed to be put 

in place preventing carriage 
rides on city streets with the 
exception of the drivers going 
to and from Central Park and 
the current stables on Manhat-
tan’s Upper West Side begin-
ning June 1, the mayor’s office 
announced.

By the time a park stable is 
refurbished in October 2018, 
at which point officials said 
there would be space allotted 
for 68 carriages and 75 horses, 
the number of licensed horses 
would be limited to 95 or few-
er—about half of the current 
180 licenses.

Drivers of pedicabs, elec-
tronically assisted rickshaws, 
said they are concerned they 
would be banned from oper-
ating in Central Park south 
of 85th Street under the deal, 
handing horse carriages a mo-
nopoly on some of the park’s 
major attractions.

Nonprofit advocacy group 
New Yorkers for Parks has 
threatened to file a lawsuit 
against the city if the plan 
goes through — whether the 

State Sen. Tony Avella announced 
proposals to reform ethics in 
Albany. Photo by Madina Toure

A preliminary compromise reached between city elected officials and the union representing the city's 
horse carriage industry says it would ultimately relocate all horses to be stabled in Central Park. 

Photo by Richard Drew/AP 

Deal reached on horse carriages
Elected offi cials, union agree to move stables to Central Park for smaller number

Avella introduces proposals  
to transform Albany ethics 

Report examines cost 
of free CUNY tuition
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BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred low-wage 
airport workers rallied with 
elected officials, religious and 
community leaders at LaGuar-
dia Airport Monday demand-
ing a $15 minimum wage and 
union rights. Coordinated 
actions took place at 10 other 
airports across the country in 
other cities, including Boston, 
Chicago and Philadelphia, 
with all marking Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day. 

Speakers including City 
Councilmen Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) and Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), both 
sons of 32BJ SEUI members, 
who offered their support. 

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said, 
“There’s a homeless shelter 
in my district where 48 per-
cent of the adults have full-
time jobs but they can’t afford 
rent or put food on their table. 
We must raise the minimum 
wage.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
agreed, penning an op-ed piece 
published  Monday calling for 
higher pay for the nearly 8,000 
airport workers at LaGuardia 
and Kennedy Airport.

“In 2015, New York led the 
fight for fair pay,” Cuomo 
wrote. “We raised the hourly 
wage for thousands of fast-food 
workers to $15 per hour and 

increased base pay for state 
workers to $15 an hour by 2021. 
Yet for all the progress we’ve 
made, we have not achieved 
important wage increases for 
airport worker, preventing 
thousands of hardworking 
people from taking home a fair 
and honest day’s pay.”

Before leading a march 
across the 94th Street Bridge, 
where he was arrested with 
24 others by Port Authority 
Police in front of Terminal B, 
32BJ SEUI President Hector 
Figueroa thanked Cuomo for 

his support.
“He called on the Port Au-

thority to get us to $10.10 per 
hour and now he has to keep 
going,” Figueroa said. “Now 
we call on the Port Authority 
to just do it. We believe they 
have the legal right to do this 
by executive action. Other 
airports have done it in Phila-
delphia, Miami and San Fran-
cisco and now it is time to do it 
here in New York City.”

The Port Authority of New 
Jersey and New York had no 
comment.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

In the wake of the terrorist 
attacks in San Bernadino, Ca-
lif., and Paris last year, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) has co-sponsored 
the New York State Terrorist 
Registry Act as part of a bipar-
tisan effort to combat terror-
ism across the state. 

The state Senate Commit-
tee on Veterans, Homeland 
Security and Military Affairs 
approved a package of seven 
proposals, including the New 
York state Terrorist Registry 
Act, designed to improve and 
coincide with current anti-ter-
rorism security measures. 

“The recent and horren-
dous attacks in Paris and San 
Bernardino, combined with 
our fortunate success in stop-

ping some hateful events be-
fore they have had a chance to 
happen, points to the need to 
provide our law enforcement 

agencies and other partners 
in the fight against terrorism 
with the tools they need to 
keep us safe,” said Addabbo, 
who serves as the ranking 
Democratic member of the 
committee.  

Over the past year, in 
Queens alone, there have been 
four suspects, including a ju-
venile, arrested and charged 
with plotting terrorist attacks 
as well as one suspect who al-
legedly made several attempts 
to join ISIS before federal in-
vestigators caught up with 
him, according to state and 
federal authorities.

The seven proposals that 
won Addabbo’s support are 
aimed at cracking down on ter-
rorism recruitment; address-
ing cyber security threats; 

BY MADINA TOURE

Selfhelp Community Ser-
vices, a nonprofit that works 
to secure independent living 
for seniors, has established 
a Chinese Advisory Council 
to assist older Chinese immi-
grants living in Queens.

The formation of the coun-
cil, which has 10 founding 
members from the Chinese-
American community, was 
announced at a Jan. 13 news 
conference at Selfhelp’s new-
est building at 137-39 45th 
Ave. in downtown Flushing. 
The council will advise and 
identify resources to address 
the crucial needs of Chinese 
elders.

The members are primar-
ily from other places such 
as Manhattan and Long Is-
land, but some work or live 
in Flushing and represent a 
variety of fields, including 
physicians, business leaders, 
communications profession-
als and young generation 
Chinese Americans.

“We will work to facilitate 
access to services, including 
housing, entitlements, home 
care, classes and more for 
our Chinese elders who have 
done so much for so many 
over their lifetimes,” Tai 
Wang, the council’s chair-
woman, said. 

Selfhelp also announced a 
Chinese platform for its Vir-
tual Senior Center and the 
formation of YoungGen, an 
intergenerational program 
that helps the younger Chi-
nese generation learn about 
their elders and culture and 
give back to the community. 

Founded in 1936 to help 
émigrés fleeing from Nazi 
persecution, Selfhelp has 
affordable residential com-

plexes, Nazi Victim Services 
programs, senior centers, 
Naturally Occurring Retire-
ment Communities, case 
management programs and a 
legal guardianship program 
in Manhattan, the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Queens and Long 
Island. 

More than 25,000 Euro-
pean Jewish refugees were 
saved during the Holocaust 
because China allowed them 
to settle in Shanghai, accord-
ing to Selfhelp.

Among the nonprofit’s cli-
ents are Holocaust survivors 
who lived in the Shanghai 
Ghetto as well as Chinese im-
migrants who lived in Shang-
hai during World War II. 

About 25 percent of the 
20,000 clients Selfhelp serves 
are Asian, primarily Chi-
nese, and the majority of 
those  are low-income seniors 
who emigrated from China. 

Out of the more than 5,000 
Asian clients Selfhelp serves, 
704 live in Selfhelp’s afford-
able apartment buildings and 
more than 4,200 Asian clients 
attend one of Selfhelp’s state-
of-the-art senior centers. 

New York City has 350,200 
Chinese residents, according 
to a 2013 Department of City 
Planning report. 

The Chinese population 
could become the city’s larg-
est immigrant group in the 
next few years. It is currently 
in second place behind Do-
minican immigrants, the re-
port said. 

CEO Stuart Kaplan said 
Selfhelp has been in Flush-
ing since the 1960s, noting 
that it serves the Asian popu-
lations in Flushing, Bayside 
and Queens in general.

“The purpose of the coun-

A Queens lawmaker has proposed 
state legislation aimed at crack-
ing down on terrorism recruitment 
and establishing a state Terrorist 
Registry.

Selfhelp Community Services, a non-profit, announced the creation of 
the Chinese Advisory Council to assist Chinese elderly individuals in 
Queens. Photo by Jerry Lo

Hundreds of low-wage airport workers rally to demand a $15 minimum 
wage and union rights before 25 were arrested. Photo by Bill Parry

New council to help 
boro Chinese seniors

Terrorist registry bill fl oated

Airport workers rally
25 arrested in fi ght for higher wages and union rights
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BY TOM MOMBERG

There are over 1,800 public schools 
serving about 1.1 million students in 
the city, and only a handful of them 
have swimming pools—meaning most 
city kids do not get water safety educa-
tion.

Because water will play a part in 
most people’s lives at some point in 
time, the lack of education is what is 
so alarming to Orlando Nazario, the 
aquatics director for the Boys Club of 
New York’s Abbe Clubhouse in Flush-
ing.

“The water safety factor is the big-
gest thing,” Nazario said. “Predomi-
nantly kids of color and kids from the 
inner city have a higher drowning rate 
as opposed to those kids who do not. 
They just aren’t around the water as 
often – they don’t get those life lessons 
early.”

The rate at which black children 
ages five to 19 years old drown in swim-
ming pools is 5.5 times higher than it 
is for white children, while Hispanic 
children drown about 50 percent more 
often than white children, according 
to the federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol.

The Boys Club, which was created 
by philanthropist E. H. Harriman in 
the late 19th century as a way to get 
kids off the streets and into a produc-
tive learning environment, now has 
almost 3,500 members at its three club-
houses — each of which is equipped 
with a swimming pool.

The Abbe Clubhouse, 133-01 41st 
Road, taught 662 boys in its Red Cross-
certified Learn to Swim program in 
2015. Starting this year, the Boys Club 
is making the swim classes mandatory 
for all members — unless their par-
ents wish to opt them out — in hopes of 
making a significant impact on water 
safety and the alarming drowning sta-
tistics facing ethnic minorities.

“People take their kids to Great Ad-
ventures and other water parks, beach-
es and pools in the summertime, and 
you would be alarmed at the number of 
kids who don’t want to get in the water  
but their parents force them,” Nazario 
said.

Nazario has been involved with 
the Boys Club for about 30 years, from 
being a member to an employee.  He 
said he is in debt to the club and loves 
to give back by helping young people 
learn, grow and find an interest in 
swimming. He said he sees a piece of 
himself in each of them.

“I am from the inner city and lived 
in low-income housing,” Nazario said. 
“There weren’t many options for me 
as a young man except maybe hang-
ing out in the street with my friends, 
maybe getting up to no good. The Boys 
Club was a sanctuary for me away from 

that, which most parents wanted their 
boys to attend because of that.”

The Learn to Swim program also 
encourages boys to advance. The Boys 
Club offers junior lifeguarding cours-
es, free Red Cross lifeguard training, 
coaches a nationally competitive swim 
team and give teens and young adults 
opportunities for leadership and em-
ployment in and around the pool.

Ameer Walker, 15, a sophomore at 
the Eagle Academy in Jamaica, has 
been a Boys Club member for close 
to five years. When he arrived at the 
Abbe Clubhouse, he knew the basics 
of swimming, but this year he will be 
competing on the swim team in Wash-
ington, D.C. as team captain and is tak-
ing courses to become a lifeguard.

“I tried playing football and base-
ball and I like sports, but I wanted 
something different — I developed a 
passion for swimming,” Walker said. 
“Now people in school come up to me 
and ask me to teach them to swim, 
which feels great. I really like to help 
people out a lot.”

Although there is a waiting list 
for membership, families can regis-
ter boys ages 6 or older for $5 for a full 
school year term, or $25 for a summer 
term. Everything from private tutor-
ing, arts, swimming and reading help 
is included.

Nazario said the cost benefit is a 
“no-brainer.”

To learn more or to register at Man-
hattan or Queens clubhouses, visit 
http://www.bcny.org/.

There are other options for swim 
classes in Queens, including those 
offered by the YMCA at locations 
throughout the borough, the Commu-
nity House, Take Me to the Water Swim 
School or the Astoria Sports Complex.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Boys Club members are required to take 
swim classes at the Abbe Club House in 
Flushing unless their parents opt them out—
sport  which many kids do not have access to 
in the city. Courtesy of Boys Club of NY

Swimming is critical 
life skill: Boys Club 

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

The Club House 
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun

Starting January 3rd

Every Saturday 12pm–1pm

Every Monday evening 7pm–8pm  
(Through January 26th)

REGISTRATION

Baseball for boys and girls
for ages 4–17

Girls softball available 
for ages 10 and up

We accept Checks, Money Orders  
and Credit Cards.
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) kicked 
off the middle-school table ten-
nis season with a friendly ping-
pong match against a member 
of the defending champion-
ship team from MS 216 George 
Ryan Middle School in Fresh 
Meadows. 

The MS 216 team started 
practicing for what could be-
come their third title in four 
years. Lancman, also an ar-
dent table  tennis player, pre-
sented certificates to all the 
students for their commitment 
and dedication. 

He played against eighth-
grader Joshua Capulong, 13, 
a first-year player, in a match 
in the cafeteria of the school at 
64-20 175th St. The lawmaker 
won the match. 

Lancman said table tennis 
is a good way for kids to learn 
teamwork and coordination.

“I used to be a tennis player 
when I was a kid, a teenager,” 
he said. “I played pingpong 

like a tennis player. I don’t play 
it like a ping-pong player.”

Joshua said he enjoyed 
playing against Lancman, al-
though he said he would have 
liked to win the match. 

He was intrigued by the 
way the councilman was play-

ing and holding the paddle, 
noting that it was similar to 
the manner in which tennis 
players hold their rackets. 

“It was very fun and he 
plays very tennis-like,” he 
said. 

Paul Vigoda, dean of stu-

dents and the team’s coach, 
said the program has not only 
brought pride to the school but 
has also given students the 
sense that there are opportu-
nities to play a sport outside of 
basketball, soccer, baseball or 
football. 

The councilman took an 
interest in the team after he 
attended the student govern-
ment inauguration, he said.

“He liked the idea and the 
kids got very excited about 
him coming to play, too,” Vi-
goda said.

Ben Nisbet, director of the 
American Youth Table Tennis 
Association, said the students 
receive expert instruction and 
learn to appreciate the game 
quickly.

“Table tennis is an official 
varsity high school sport, so 
school students at Ryan who 
have a positive experience 
with table tennis will now have 
the opportunity to participate 
at the high school level, college 
and beyond,” Nisbet said. 

Eighth-grader Daniel Yos-
opov, 14, a third-year player, 
said the sport was challenging 
for him when he first joined 
the team but he has since built 
up a variety of skills. 

“I feel like it’s a really good 
opportunity,” Yosopov said.

City Councilman Rory Lancman and eighth grader Joshua Capulong, 13, a first-year player, compete against 
each other in a table tennis match. Photo by Madina Toure 

Lancman plays table tennis with MS 216 kids
Pol wins friendly match against student participant in George Ryan Middle School cafeteria 

All rights reserved. Vera Bradley is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.                              © 2016 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Stop by the branch and receive a Travel Mug.
While supplies last.

Special Offer

Grand Prize Drawing*
40” LCD TV

First Prize Drawing*
Vera Bradley Large Duffel

*Sweepstakes date is Saturday, January 30, 2016. You do not need to be a customer of the Bank to enter and win. No purchase or bank transaction is necessary and it will not improve your chances of winning. One entry per person. The odds of winning the 
Grand Prize (40” LCD TV with an approximate retail value of $454.98) or the First Prize (Vera Bradley Large Duffel with an approximate retail value of $71.25) depend on the number of eligible entries received at the Little Neck 70th Anniversary Celebration 
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We Are 
Dedicated 

to 
Satisfying 

All of 
Our 

Clients

38-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 
(718) 224-7300

Free Parking | Most Insurance Plans Accepted | Competitive Pricing

Proud 
to 

Serve 
the 

Bayside 
Community

“Serving the Community Since 1974”

    CLAM BAR & ITALIAN RESTAURANT
161-03 Cross Bay Boulevard | Howard Beach, New York 11414  718-845-5100

Served from January 2, thru February 28, 2016 -Not Available on Valentine’s Day!

lennysclambar.com     Daily News – ���� | Village Voice - Voted Top 100 Italian Restaurants | Trip Advisor – ����

42nd Anniversary Specials

Roll Back of PricesRoll Back of Prices

January January andand February February

• *Fried Calamari • *Mussels

6.95 ea. • Large Orders $12.95 ea.
*Served wtih sweet, medium or hot sauce only!

• Whole Baked Clams (8) • Raw Clams (8) 
• Linguine with Red or White Clam Sauce

6.95 ea.
*No substitutions

FREE DELIVERY Sun. - Thurs. 11am-2pm, Fri. - Sat. 11am-4am
Catering Available



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 22–28, 2016 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials joined vol-
unteers from Pomonok Houses 
and Queens College in Flush-
ing to clean up the grounds 
around the Pomonok Commu-
nity Center on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) and state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) helped rake up 
leaves at the housing com-
plex’s Pomonok Community 
Center Monday morning. The 
city Department of Sanitation 

provided rakes, 
tools and trash bags 
to the volunteers. 

The MLK Day of 
Service, a national 
event, honors the 
legacy of King. Si-
manowitz stressed 

the importance of getting 
people involved in their com-
munities.

“I want to commend Moni-
ca and the Queens College stu-
dents, the Pomonok Residents 
Association for really demon-
strating in the best possible 
way what Dr. King’s legacy 
meant for our community here 
in Queens,” he said, referring 
to Monica Corbett, president 
of the Pomonok Residents As-
sociation.

Corbett echoed similar sen-
timents. 

“The Pomonok MLK Com-
munity Clean-Up is an early 
start for residents and our 
community neighbors to help 
and assist in the beautifica-
tion of our grounds,” she said. 
“This is just the beginning.”

Stavisky, who came to the 
cleanup before heading off 
to the labor rally by airport 
workers from LaGuardia and 

John F. Kennedy airports in 
East Elmhurst, said the clean-
up symbolized Dr. King’s mes-
sage and philosophy. 

“I can’t think of a better 
way to honor Martin Luther 
King’s memory and his legacy 
than participating in a com-
munity affair,” she said. 

Lancman said MLK Day is 
unique in that it is celebrated 
in a variety of ways, citing 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Jews, Christians and Mus-
lims marked the birthday of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. together at the Flush-
ing Free Synagogue Sunday.

Imam Yusuf Ramadan of 
Masjid Nurriddin, in Corona 
was one of the event’s guests 
of honor.

“Shalom Aleichem, Sa-
laam Alecheim,” he offered 
as a greeting, setting an in-
terfaith tone that would car-
ry throughout the event. 

Ramadan, who was invit-
ed by Rabbi Michael Weisser, 
said their friendship is con-
nected by their shared belief 
that “most people are good — 
not bad.”

“We come together on 
the basis of what we have in 
common —and we work from 
there,” he said. “There is no 
progress until we can see 
each other and know each 
other as sons and daughters 
of Abraham.” 

Ramadan told the congre-
gation that his first daughter 
has the name Moussa, Arabic 
for Moses.

Shouts of “Inshallah!” 
and “Mazal Tov!” filled the 
sanctuary.

Ramadan contrasted 
King’s message of peace with 
the incendiary rhetoric of 
Donald Trump, Ted Cruz 
and the nation’s polarized 
political discourse. He tried 
to remind people that King, 
a critic of capitalism and ma-
terialism, had a more radical 
legacy than just his “I Have a 
Dream” speech. 

“King shook things up. He 
was more revolutionary than 
we might think,” he said.

Ramadan focused on what 
he said were the three evils 
of racism, militarism and 
poverty — ills that he said 

Dr. King dedicated his life to 
combating. 

In between speakers, The 
York College Gospel Choir, 
sang spiritual songs joined 
by the entire  congregation.

Coach Ron Naclerio, a 
Queens legend who has led 
Cardozo High School’s bas-
ketball program to 16 city 
championships, spoke to the 
congregation about his fa-
ther, who saved King’s life by 
operating on him after an as-
sassination attempt in 1958. 
The two became friends and 
Naclerio spoke of his father, 
ghost-faced and silent, the 
day King was assassinated. 

“I never will forget that 
look,” he said. 

A somber Weis-
ser, who drew on 
his past as a rabbi 
for a synagogue in 
Nebraska, closed 
the ceremony.

“I remember 
fire hoses knocking people 
to the ground, I remember 
the phrase ‘segregation now, 
segregation tomorrow, segre-
gation forever.’”

Weisser harkened back 
to the civil rights coalition 
between Jews and African-
Americans.

“I remember the spirit of 
hope in the land, even with 
the deaths of our heros,” he 
said.“I had a dream, but that 
dream has not happened.”

Weisser spoke of the deg-
radation of American politics 
and connected the struggles 
of the 1960s to the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 

“I’m feeling like the 
American experience has 
taken a giant step back,” he 
said. “And I hope to live to see 
the day when what we have 
had here is not out of the or-
dinary —but ordinary.”

Flushing Free Synagogue President Edward Schauder (l.), Cardozo 
Men's Basketball Coach Ron Naclerio (c.) and Rabbi Michael Weisser 
(r.) attend a service at the Flushing Free Synagogue.

Elected officials and volunteers from Queens College and the Pomonok 
Residents Association cleaned up the grounds of the Pomonok Houses 
on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. Photo by Madina Toure

Dr. King remembered 
at multi-faith service

Cleanup of Pomonok 
Electeds help volunteers clean up grounds on MLK Day

Three days before Martin Luther King Jr. Day, dozens of residents gathered to hear 14 poets from the 
borough to celebrate the life and legacy of the civil rights activist on his birthday at the Bethany Baptist 
Church in downtown Jamaica.  Archie Spigner, a longtime activist and politician in southeast Queens, 
spoke about the legacy of King, the Baptist minister, activist and leader best known for using nonviolent 
civil disobedience during the civil rights movement. Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued on Page 41

HONORING 
DR. KING
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POLICE 

Blotter
BAYSIDE — The driver of a white se-
dan led cops on a chase Sunday morn-
ing when he fled after a patrolman at-
tempted to pull him over for a seatbelt 
violation, the NYPD said.

Once the driver  headed north-
bound on 216th Street in Bayside just 
south of the Long Island Rail Road, 
an NYPD helicopter and a number of 
patrol cars were dispatched to help of-
ficers of the 111th Precinct locate the 
car, cops said.

As soon as police had the car cor-
nered, the driver crashed into a mound 
of gravel and three men jumped out 
and attempted to run, according to the 
police.

Two men were apprehended — An-
drew Simpson, 26, and his brother, An-
thony Simpson, 28, were put in police 
custody — but the third man got away 

on foot, police said.
The Simpson brothers were both 

arrested and charged with obstruction 
of justice, but police said they did not 
have a third suspect identified as of 
Tuesday.

GLENDALE —A man walked into 
a car dealership and strolled out with 
stolen cash and two sets of car keys, 
police said. 

The suspect entered  JS Motors 
dealership on Cypress Avenue and 79th 
Avenue around noon on New Year’s 
Eve. He then pulled a black and silver 
handgun and proceeded to take  an em-
ployee’s wallet containing $100 and the 
keys, police said.

The suspect fled on foot and is still 
at large police said. He was last seen 
dressed in a red hoodie, black baseball 
cap and sunglasses. 

OZONE PARK—Police were looking 
for two suspects in connection with a 
deli grocery robbery last week, accord-
ing to police officials. Around 11:30 
p.m., two men entered the MO Deli at 
85-02 Pitkin Ave., one who acted a the 
lookout and another guy who showed a 
firearm while demanding cash, police 
said. 

Police said the suspects took $1,400 

in cash and a one carton of Newport 
cigarettes. 

 Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
Crime stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477).  
The public can submit their tips on 
the Crime stoppers website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by 
texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577. All calls are strictly 

The NYPD said it dispatched a helicopter in 
pursuit of three men who ran from the po-
lice after resisting being pulled over and 
crashing a car in Bayside.

Police seek suspects in Ozone Park deli 

Homeless man discovered dead in Jamaica

Thief steals cash and car keys in Glendale: cops

Cops use copter to nab traffic scofflaws: PD

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Police released this image of a man 
suspected in a New Year’s Eve rob-
bery at a Glendale car dealership.  

Photo courtesy of the NYPD

JAMAICA—A 60-year-old homeless 
man was found dead inside Major Mark 
Park in Jamaica over the weekend. 

At about 7:21 a.m. Saturday, police 
responded to a 911 call of an uncon-
scious male on 175th Street and War-
wick Crescent, according to the police.

Upon arrival, officers discovered 

the man unconscious and unrespon-
sive, police said. 

EMS responded and pronounced the 
man dead at the scene, officials said.

The medical examiner’s office will 
determine the cause of death and the 
investigation was ongoing, a police 
spokesman said.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Congresswoman Grace Meng’s 
continued strong leadership is 
evident through her support of ef-
forts to improve animal welfare. 
The Humane Cosmetics Act is 
one of the Humane Society of the 
United States’ leading legislative 
bills for 2016 and its future suc-
cess is dependent on co-sponsors 
such as Congresswoman Meng.

This priority federal bill, if 
passed, would prohibit animal 
testing for all cosmetic products 
that are manufactured or sold in 
the United States. Countless cos-
metic companies use outdated 

practices by testing product safe-
ty on innocent animals rather 
than seeking cheaper and faster 
available alternatives that are 
cruelty-free.

The United States is repre-
sented as a progressive country, 
yet 30 other countries—such as 
Norway, Israel, India and the 
entire European Union—have 
already phased out cruel animal 
testing for cosmetics. It is time 
that we step up to the plate by sup-
porting humane initiatives and 
collectively making conscious 
consumer decisions.

I would like to thank Con-
gresswoman Meng for her sup-
port on this bill, as well as for the 
Prevent Animal Cruelty and Tor-
ture Act. The PACT Act would 
make it a federal crime to com-
mit cruelty to animals in areas 
that the federal government can 
make any legal decisions. She 
deserves every bit of gratitude 
from our community for her ad-
mirable  efforts.

Christina Gdisis
Middle Village
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GOP presidential candidate Ted Cruz’s intended 
zinger at rival Donald Trump as the embodiment of 
New York values puzzled many residents of the bor-
ough, where The Donald was born and bred before 
moving across the river to Gotham.

The Texas senator defined New York values as be-
ing “socially liberal, pro-abortion, pro-gay marriage 
and (focused) on money and the media.” 

Queens has evolved into a more culturally diverse 
place since the “All in the Family” sitcom introduced 
Archie Bunker, the lovable conservative bigot to TV 
audiences in 1979 from a fictional address in Astoria.  
Archie might have agreed with Cruz at first, but the 
moral of the series was for the blue collar worker to 
face the truth behind his prejudices.

Today 48 percent of Queens residents are foreign-
born. These new New Yorkers speak 135 languages 
and come from 120 countries, making it next to im-
possible to definite “socially liberal” in the borough.

But not to Cruz’s surprise, registered Democrats 
outnumber Republicans 5-1 in Queens, which has 
only one GOP lawmaker on the books. Still it’s a big-
ger Republican margin than in any other borough 
except Staten Island.

As for abortion, all the borough’s elected officials  
support free choice  whatever their personal views.

Back in 1999 the St. Pat’s Parade for All kicked off 
in Sunnyside as an inclusive alternative to the March 
17 extravaganza down Fifth Avenue in Manhattan 
which has banned gay groups from marching under 
its banners. Former Mayor Michael Bloomberg, with 
both a Dem and GOP pedigree, marched in the pa-
rade, as has Bill de Blasio, in what has become a huge 
family event attracting thousands of onlookers.

On the money and media front, we concede that 
territory to Trump’s Manhattan. We’re a middle-class 
borough filled with resilient newcomers whose man-
tra is hard work to achieve the American dream.

But even the head of Goldman Sachs, the invest-
ment banking empire where Cruz’s wife worked and 
wangled a loan for $500,000 for his Senate campaign, 
has a connection to Queens from its Lower Manhat-
tan lair. Under Goldman CEO Lloyd Blankfein, who 
grew up poor in East New York, the bank gave La-
Guardia Community College in Long Island City $2 
million—the biggest gift in its history—as part of a 
long-term relationship.

He told graduates at the June 2013 commencement 
that he understood their sacrifices. 

“You built up muscles that others who’ve had an 
easier time don’t have.  Those muscles will serve you 
for the rest of your life.”

These are Queens values.

QUEENS VALUES

A powerful advocate for animal rights
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READERS WRITE

Let us all celebrate the 
fourth anniversary of NICE 
bus, which occurred Jan. 1. 
Thousands of Queens resi-
dents travel via Nassau Inter 
County Express Bus to jobs, 
schools and other destina-
tions in Nassau County.  In 
addition, thousands of Nassau 
County residents ride NICE 
bus to jobs, schools and other 
destinations in Queens. Many 
transfer to the subway at the 
Flushing, Jamaica or Far 
Rockaway stations.

The viability of NICE ben-
efits everyone. To understand 
the origins of how we got here, 
you must go back to the early 
1970s. Prior to NICE, bus ser-
vice in Nassau County was op-
erated under the Long Island 
Bus and Metropolitan

Suburban Bus Authority. 
In 1973, Nassau County pur-
chased equipment, routes and 
some facilities from numerous 
private bus operators, most of 
whom were experiencing seri-
ous financial difficulties. Nas-
sau County followed up that 
same year by entering into a 
lease and operating agreement 
with the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to con-

tinue providing local bus ser-
vice. This resulted in creation 
of the Metropolitan Suburban 
Bus Authority. Years later, the 
MSBA was followed by Long 
Island Bus and on Jan. 1, 2012, 
Nassau Inter County Express. 

It is a four-way dance be-
tween fares paid by riders 
(know as farebox revenues) 
along with funding provided 
by Nassau County, New York 
State and the Federal govern-
ment to finance public bus 
transportation operated by 
NICE. They operate a fleet of 
308 buses out of the Rockville 
Center and Mitchell Field bus 
garages. NICE also operates a 
fleet of almost 122 Able Ride 
paratransit vehicles.

NICE attempts to schedule 
bus replacements on a 500,000-
mile or 12-year cycle, which-
ever comes first. Bbuses oper-
ated by NICE under contract 
to Nassau County are now on 
their fourth replacement cy-
cle, with most buses operated 
by NICE under 12 years old. 
This was not the case decades 
earlier.

Over time, there have 
been other capital invest-
ments, including compressed 

natural gas fueling stations, 
facility modifications to ac-
commodate CNG buses inside 
garages, new fare-collection 
equipment, automatic vehicle-
locator equipment, real-time 
communications systems to 
notify riders for anticipated 
arrival of the next bus, shel-
ters, bus stop signs and other 
support equipment necessary 
to run the system.  Just like 
a homeowner, what is new to-
day requires constant main-
tenance, periodic upgrades 
and eventual replacement. In 
addition, significant changes 
in technology may require the 
replacement of outdated equip-
ment.

Farebox recovery rate anal-
ysis is critical in determining 
the frequency and continua-
tion of service on a route-by-
route basis.

A rate of 50 percent is a 
good transit industry stan-
dard. There are bound to be 
routes with a handful of rid-
ers and a very low farebox 
recovery rate.  In these cases, 
difficult decisions have to be 
made by management for pres-
ervation of the overall system 
benefiting the other 98 percent 

of daily riders. It is easy over 
time to add service, providing 
the financial support is avail-
able.

The riding public has a dif-
ficult time understanding why 
their route is subject to a re-
duction in frequency or elimi-
nation of all service because it 
has become a financial drain 
on the transit system. The 
costs of labor for drivers, 
along with fueling, washing, 
cleaning and maintenance of 
equipment are major factors 
in determining the price of 
service. You also have to add 
depreciation over time for the 
life of the bus. The average 
cost of providing service on 
any bus route is $100 or more 
per hour.

It has been 42 years since 
Nassau County took control of 
all bus routes from private op-
erators.  Over that time period, 
Nassau County, New York state 
and the federal governments 
have invested over $700 mil-
lion in capital improvements.  
Operating subsidy dollars eas-
ily top over $1.5 billion.

NICE services continue 
to be one of the best bargains 
around. Since the 1950s, the 

average cost of riding a bus 
in Nassau County has gone 
up at a lower rate than either 
the consumer price index or 
inflation. The Metro Card in-
troduced in 1996 affords a free 
transfer between NICE bus 
and the NYC Transit bus or 
subway. Many employers offer 
transit checks, which pay even 
more of the costs.

In the end, it all comes 
down to the availability of 
increased funding for addi-
tional transportation service 
to serve residents.  Operat-
ing subsidies are required to 
increase the level of service 
and reduce the amount of time 
one waits for a bus on existing 
routes. The same goes for add-
ing more off-peak, evening and 
weekend service, as well as for 
those routes currently under 
discussion for elimination 
when there are insufficient 
revenues to maintain existing 
service.

TANSTAFL—There ain’t 
no such thing as a free lunch, 
or in this case bus ride.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

The TimesLedger edito-
rial in its January 14-21, 2016 
edition (“Parks, Not Profits), 
defending  the integrity of of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park as well as all urban 
parks in our municipal park 
system, is right on the mark 
and should be applauded by all 
who cherish parkland.

As to FMCP, at the hands of 
myopic city officials—elected, 
appointed or otherwise—and 
beginning with the discred-
ited former Queens Borough 
President Donald Manes (now 
departed), it has become the 
dumping ground for all sorts 

of structures alien to an ur-
ban park, which would never 
be permitted in Central, 
Prospect or Bronx parks, nor 
should they be. Parks are the 
lifeblood of an urban society 
and must never be treated as 
real estate to be sold or bar-
tered to the highest bidder. It 
is tax dollars that should be 
used to maintain public parks 
and while philanthropic con-
tributions are welcome, they 
should never be on a quid quo 
pro basis.

FMCP is a legitimate mem-
ber of our city’s municipal 
park system and there is noth-

ing at all in the statutes that 
states this park is to be treated 
differently from that of other 
municipal parks. The claim 
that it is different was political 
nonsense claimed by Manes, 
who wanted the park to be-
come another Meadowlands, 
and the little people who need 
and use the park be damned.

When City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland re-
mains disappointed over the 
rejection of music festivals in 
the park and claims she will 
continue to work towards im-
proving parks for everyday 
visitors and district residents, 

she is talking out of both sides 
of her mouth. Anyone who sup-
ports a 1.4-million-square-foot 
shopping mall on park prop-
erty is no friend of parks.

Frederick Law Olmstead, 
who created Central and Pros-
pect parks in this city and 
important parks elsewhere, 
wrote a letter to the City of 
Boston concerning Franklin 
Park in that city, which was 
one of his creations. In that let-
ter he quoted John Ruskin:

“Let it not be for the present 
delight, nor for the

present use alone; let it be 

such work as our descen-
dants will thank us for,

and let us think…. that a 
time is to come when…. 
men (and women) will 
say

‘See, this our fathers did for 
us.’”

Descendants will not say 
thanks to Ferreras-Copeland 
or to any of the City Council 
fools who are totally ignorant 
about the necessity and pres-
ervation of urban parks.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Playing politics with Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Convenient bus service comes at a cost
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P
lease pay attention. 
There will be a quiz.

Starbucks recently 
took out a two-page, 

fold-out, super-slick ad in the 
New Yorker to educate us be-
nighted, Folgers-swilling 
plebes on “ The Art of Espresso 
and Milk .” 

Using a chart only slightly 
less complex than the Periodic 
Table of the Elements (for in-
stance, it did not list Barium 
or Neptunium), it showed a 
sort of timeline of coffee con-
coctions, starting with:

Doppio: “Two shots of 
espresso. Straight.”

Latte Macchiato: “Foamed 
whole milk marked with shots 
of espresso.” 

Flat White: “Sweet ris-
tretto espresso shots fi nished 
with whole steamed milk.”

Cappuccino: “A shot of 
espresso topped with a deep 
layer of foamed milk” 

And, but of course: Caffe 
Latte—“A shot of espresso in 
steamed milk lightly topped 
with foam.”

Got that? Okay, quick: 
Which drink dumps a shot of 
espresso into a cup of foamed 
barium?

Ah, just yankin’ your 
chain. That’s at Dunkin’ Do-
nuts. As for the Starbucks 
chart, I didn’t even give you 
all the concoctions on the list 
to prevent your head from ex-
ploding like an overheated 
doppio ristretto machine. 
(Didn’t Ristretto start out by 
making a boy out of wood? Or 
am I confused?)

Anyway, after all this, the 
ad explained as if to a dim bulb: 
“Latte Macchiato: Foamed 
milk marked with espresso 
makes it intensely bold.” Okay. 
While, “Flat White,” which 
is—as you’ll immediately re-
call—sweet ristretto espresso 
fi nished with blah blah blah is 
“rich & velvety.”

Never mind that the pic-
tures of these two ostensibly 

polar opposite drinks look 
about as unsimilar as those 
“Spot the difference!” puzzles 
you do while waiting for a 
Greyhound Bus.

Which perhaps explains 
why the ad is driving me to 
drink something stronger 
than a latte macchiato. (Or 
was it a caffe latte?) What I 
mean is: I’m drinking grain 
alcohol mixed with Yoo-hoo. 
You see, here’s a company that 
already asks us to fork over all 
our cash previously reserved 
for necessities like medicine 
and HBO just to drink some 
scorched caffeine in a pseudo-
chatty place where everyone 
is actually on their phone, 
staring at their laptops, and 
hogging the seat across from 
them.

And now, for us not to 
sound like idiots there—“I’d 
like a coffee regular, please”—
we have to study gradations 
between coffee drinks more 
subtle than the ones between 
fl atworms and tapeworms. 
(Do not go look these up! Or 
at least, do not click on “im-
ages.”) 

Starbucks has already 

amused itself by training us 
to say “tall,” when we mean 
“small”—tall being the littlest 
cup of coffee you can get with-
out whittling yourself a mug 
on the spot. And some market-
ing exec earned her wings by 
convincing us that grande and 
venti are the two most sophisti-
cated words in the world, even 
though these really mean, “I 
am a grand baboon,” and “Ex-
cuse me. My vent is open.”

Other Starbucks words 
that you might not realize 
have direct English transla-
tions are:

Caffee Espresso Frappu-
cino. Translation: Milkshake

Vanilla Frappucino. Trans-
lation: Vanilla Milkshake

Caramel Flan Frappucino. 
Translation: Gloppy Milk-
shake

Caramel Ribbon Crunch 
Frappucino. Translation: 
Crunchy Milkshake

Double Chocolaty Chip 
Frappucino. Translation: 
Shameless Milkshake 

Hazelnut Frappucino. 
Translation: Milkshake for 
High-Income Squirrels 

Shaken Sweet Tea. Trans-

lation: Tea with sugar. Duh. 
And someone who isn’t you 
got paid (and healthcare, too!) 
to shake it. 

Caffe Americano, by the 
way, simply means coffee. 
Like the stuff you get at the 
donut cart, for $1, without 
having to learn a new lan-
guage, or inquire as to how 
artisinally the cart guy plans 
to dissolve your sugar. 

And with the extra $4 you 
save, you can buy several hand 
twisted, cane-sugar dipped in-
zuppare ciambellas.

You know, glazed donuts. 

COLUMNS

To pick the coffee, you need a scorecard

A
s the Republican presi-
dential primaries move 
into high gear there 
have been rumors that 

some establishment Republi-
cans may be considering run-
ning their own candidate for 
president if Donald Trump 
gets the official Republican 
Party nomination.

Since the Republican Par-
ty was first founded in 1854, 
there has been only one situa-
tion like that, which occurred 
in 1912. In that year, William 
Howard Taft was the incum-
bent Republican president. Af-
ter being first elected in 1908, 
he was running for a second 
term as president. However, 

Theodore Roosevelt, who had 
served from 1901 to 1908, was 
opposed to Taft’s policies and 
challenged him for the Re-
publican nomination in 1912. 
Woodrow Wilson was the 
Democratic candidate that 
year.

Roosevelt campaigned hard 
as he always did. At that time 
there were not as many state 
primaries as there are now. 
Although Roosevelt did well 
in the primaries, the Repub-
lican national establishment 
maintained control of enough 
delegates at the convention to 
give the nomination to Wil-
liam Howard Taft. When that 
happened, Roosevelt and his 
supporters left the convention 
and held a convention of their 
own and promptly nominated 
Roosevelt under the name of 
Bull Moose or Progressive 
Party.

Had there been just one Re-
publican candidate that year, 
they probably would have 

beaten Woodrow Wilson by a 
significant margin, but with 
the Republican vote being 
split between two candidates, 
Wilson was able to win with a 
plurality of the vote. Roosevelt 
came in second and the incum-
bent president came in third. 
That split in the Republican 
Party led to a Democratic vic-
tory in 1912. Wilson would go 
on to serve two terms in office 
after winning a narrow vic-
tory in 1916.

It would seem that if the Re-
publican presidential vote is 
split between two candidates, 
it increases the Democratic 
chances of success in this 
year’s fall presidential general 
election.

When the election takes 
place it will have been one of 
the hardest fought campaigns 
in American history. What 
will take place is an election 
not only between two or three 
candidates, but an election 
that will determine the politi-

cal philosophy that guides our 
nation.

As we look at what all the 
candidates are saying, we see 
a wide difference between the 
candidates of the two major 
parties. There is also a wide 
difference on issues among 
the various Republican presi-
dential candidates.

In the Republican Party 
there are significant differ-
ences. It is going to be hard 
to unite once the Republican 
presidential candidate has 
been chosen. That is especial-
ly true if there is discord at the 
Republican national conven-
tion.

In the Democratic race for 
president, Bernie Sanders 
is proving to be a stronger 
candidate than originally 
thought. Hillary Clinton is in 
a tough race against Sanders. 
There seems to be a lot more 
interest in the presidential 
race this year than there was 
in previous campaigns since 

2000. That could be because 
the issues for the most part 
stand out. There are stronger 
views held by many voters 
this year than in the recent 
past.

There are some indications 
that former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg may 
be considering an independent 
presidential bid this year if the 
Republican and Democratic 
candidates for president turn 
out to be Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton.

I would hope that will not 
be the case. Let the two major 
parties with their candidates 
battle it out. Once the election 
is over, let our country unite 
as we move forward in the 21st 
century.

In addition to the presiden-
tial race, there will be many 
races for state and federal 
elective office. How well their 
presidential candidates do 
will strongly influence local 
and state elections.

The presidential campaign shifts into high gear
William
Lewis

n

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Some marketing 
exec earned 
her wings by 

convincing us that 
grande and venti 
are the two most 

sophisticated 
words in the world.
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

B
orn on Jan. 10, 1943 in 
New York City, Joseph 
Charles Massino is a 
former member of the 

Italian Mafia who was the 
boss of the Bonanno crime 
family from 1991 to 2004. Dur-
ing his 13 years running the 
crime syndicate, the powerful 
Massino was known as “The 
Last Don,” as he was the only 
New York mob leader at the 
time not in prison. However, 
he is perhaps best known as 
the first boss of one of the no-

torious five Mafia families to 
turn state’s evidence and co-
operate with the government 
in prosecuting other Mafiosi. 
The ex-mobster entered the 
Witness Protection Program 
after his 2013 release from 
prison and his whereabouts 
are unknown.

One of three boys raised 
in Maspeth, Massino claimed 
he was a juvenile delinquent 
by age 12 and he was a high 
school dropout at age 15. He 
married Josephine Vitale in 
1960, and soon began support-
ing his wife and three daugh-
ters through a life of crime, 
with brother-in-law Salvatore 
as one of his earliest associ-
ates.

By the late 1960s, the fu-
ture Don was running a truck 
hijacking crew as an associ-
ate of the Bonanno family. He 
fenced his stolen goods and 
ran numbers from a lunch 
wagon which he used as a 
front for his illicit business. 
In 1975, Massino participated 
in a mob murder with brother-
in-law Salvatore and future 
Gambino family head John 
Gotti. Two years after “mak-
ing his bones” by killing for 
the mob, the Maspeth native 
became a made member of the 
Bonanno family. Joe Massino 
was on his way to the top of a 
criminal empire.

Following the 1979 murder 
of acting family boss Carmine 
Galante at a Brooklyn restau-
rant, Massino began jockey-
ing for power with other Bo-
nanno capos. Ever cunning 
and ready to use violence to 
serve his ends, he eliminated 
several key rivals in 1981. One 
capo who allegedly fell before 

The Last Don’s ambition was 
Dominick “Sonny Black” Na-
politano, who allowed under-
cover FBI agent Joe Pistone to 
infiltrate his crew under the 
name Donnie Brasco. Upon 
hearing about the unprece-
dented breach of mob security, 
Massino said of the disgraced 
capo: “I have to give him a 
receipt for the Donnie Brasco 
situation.”

The mobster’s climb to the 
top would not be without pit-
falls, however. In 1987, when 
some believe he was already 
the underboss, Massino and 
Bonanno family head Philip 
Rastelli were sent to federal 
prison on labor racketeering 
charges. Following Rastelli’s 
death in 1991, Joe Massino 
was named boss of the Bonan-
no family while still incarcer-
ated.

Under his leadership, the 
Bonanno crime syndicate re-
gained the prestige it lost fol-
lowing the FBI undercover 

operation, and by 2000, with 
many other Mafia leaders in 
prison, Massino was consid-
ered the most powerful don 
in the nation. His time at the 
top would prove short lived. In 
2004, The Last Don was indict-
ed for murder and racketeer-
ing based on the testimony of 
other made mobsters, includ-
ing underboss and brother-
in-law Salvatore Vitale. Fac-
ing the death penalty if found 
guilty, Massino agreed to turn 
against his former associates 
and testify as a government 
witness. Although initially 
sentenced to life in prison, 
in 2013 he was resentenced to 
time served.

A Joe Massino quote: “There 
are three sides to every story. 
Mine, yours and the truth.”

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org. 

How a Maspeth boy became ‘The Last Don’

L
ook up the definition of 
codependent in the dic-
tionary and it indicates 
an unhealthy relation-

ship between two people that is 
dysfunctional, leads to abusive 
behavior, and is just plain-old 
bad for both parties.

I can’t think of a bet-
ter word to describe Donald 
Trump’s budding romance 
with the media. They really 
need each other, they make 
each other act more boorishly 
and no matter how much they 
profess to try, they just can’t 
quit each other.

I also realize that just by 
writing this column I am fall-
ing into the same trap as the 
rest of the media. But I believe 
that by looking at this honestly 
and exploring its destructive 
nature, we can come up with 
ways to stop giving Trump—

and other demagogues like 
Ted Cruz—the attention they 
need to advance. 

In fact, I believe that former 
CNN anchor Campbell Brown 
had a good idea recently when 
she implored her former col-
leagues to ignore Trump for at 
least one week. I am certain if 
that happened, the air would 
start leaking out of his cam-
paign balloon. But, of course, 
that seems incredibly unlikely, 
so we need to understand the 
problem and how it is wreck-
ing our country.

Sure, there are some pun-
dits on MSNBC or writing for 
the Daily Beast or the edito-
rial pages of the New York 
Times who detest The Donald 
and all he stands for. But they 
still write about and broad-
cast him 24-7. This unhealthy 
relationship is having a per-
nicious effect on our political 
discourse.

Chris Matthews, the MSN-
BC talk show host, loudly ad-
monishes Trump on his show 
and puts down his supporters. 
He is so outraged! In fact, he is 
so mad that one night recently 
he pre-empted his own show 

and aired a one-hour documen-
tary with warmed-over stories 
about the most covered man in 
media history. 

That’ll show him.
I’m just waiting for some 

cynical cable television mogul 
to introduce a 24-hour Trump 
television network. Kind of 
like what’s happened to VH1 
with the Kardashians.

In every dark cloud, 
though, there is a potential 
silver lining. As Mark Twain 
once said of himself, “Reports 
of my death have been greatly 
exaggerated.” And so, too, the 
death of media—one of those 
self-destructive solipsistic 
memes we have heard for 
more than a decade—has been 
greatly exaggerated because it 
has found a savior.

For now.
But like many false mes-

siahs, the short-term ratings 
gains made by the media in 
2016 will come at far too great 
a cost: a degeneration into the 
crass, boorish and sensation-
alistic. Readers and viewers—
many of whom have already 
fled tabloid newspapers and 
broadcast media—may wake 

up in 2017 with such a hang-
over that they swear never to 
go near the cable dial again. 

You can channel surf all 
you want on the Sunday morn-
ing talk shows, but I guaran-
tee you won’t have a Trump-
free five-minute reprieve. He’s 
catnip for the feline broadcast-
ers who need him. They are 
preying on a mousy public 
that keeps on thinking: Will 
Trump crash and burn this 
time or will he continue to 
glide along like a large float in 
the Thanksgiving Parade that 
makes him appear larger than 
life?

I’ve been trying to puzzle 
over this phenomenon re-
cently and I think I’ve par-
tially figured it out. Politics 
and policy is generally very 
predictable stuff. The Dems 
want more government, more 
programs to help the needy, 
more help for the middle class, 
more equal rights for women, 
gays, transgenders and all un-
derdog subgroups of our popu-
lation. 

The Republicans, well, they 
want the opposite of all the 
above. As Ted Cruz, Trump’s 

main GOP rival and a modern-
day Joe McCarthy, would say: 
We want people to have as 
many guns as they want and 
we want the government to 
leave us alone. Except when 
it comes to abortion. Or gay 
marriage. On those, we want 
the government to invade your 
doctor’s office or your bed-
room.

I recently heard a great 
Cruz put-down by one of his 
former colleagues: “Why is 
Cruz so immediately disliked 
by those who meet him? It 
saves time.”

Well, against Cruz at least, 
time is on Donald Trump’s 
side. I think. 

As is the media, it seems.
To those who make their 

living covering the news: don’t 
fall for this circus trick. You 
may get a sugar high now, but 
the ultimate crash and burn 
will do long-lasting damage.

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State, NY, was a candi-
date for Mayor in 2013. He can 
be reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

COLUMNS

Publicity is fueling Trump’s push for offi ce 

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

In the corruption case against 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park), his co-defendant Jelani 
Mills pleaded guilty last week to falsi-
fying business records and funneling 
campaign funds into a shell company 
account under the direction of the 
lawmaker, according to the plea agree-
ment with the state attorney general.

Wills’ attorney, Steve Zissou, did not 
respond to repeated requests from the 
TimesLedger Newspaper for comment 
on Mills’ plea, but he did tell the New 
York Post that everything Mills said 
was a lie. 

Wills has continuously denied all 
charges against him.

Jelani Mills, 29, a relative of Wills, 
said he was directed by Wills to open 
an account for a shell company, Micro 
Targeting, at Chase Bank in November 
2009 when Wills was running for City 
Council, according to the plea deal. 
Before he signed the plea agreement  
Jan, 14 Mills disappeared from State 
Supreme Court in Queens for a couple 
of hours, causing the judge to issue a 
warrant for his arrest. He reappeared 
and told Judge Barry Kron his child 
was sick, according to a court source. 

Mills said he gave false information 
and documents to the bank in order to 
open the account, the agreement said. 
He admitted to conducting the trans-
action under the Micro Targeting ac-
count, as well as depositing $11,500 
from the Ruben Wills for New York 
campaign funds, according to the AG.

In the plea agreement, Mills said 
that almost two weeks after the ac-
count was opened, Wills asked him to 
withdraw $2,500 from the shell compa-
ny account. Mills said he gave Wills the 
money and took out $2,000 for his per-
sonal use, Mills said. When Wills found 
out that Mills withdrew money for him-
self, Mills was told to return the money, 
according to the plea agreement.

Wills, 44, ended up losing the 2009 
Democratic primary for City Council.

In the case in Queens Supreme 
Court, Wills and Mills were charged 
with bilking the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board by taking matching funds 
to pay Micro Targeting for its role in 
Wills’ election bid even though the shell 
company did not earn any monies.

In 2014, Wills and Mills were arrest-
ed after they were indicted for allegedly 
pocketing public campaign funds and 
charitable grant money for personal 
benefit. Both were indicted by a grand 
jury after an investigation exposed the 
theft of approximately $30,000 and an 
attempt by the councilman to cover 
their tracks, according to the AG. 

According to the indictment, Wills 
was accused of stealing more than 
$30,000 in public state funds from New 
York 4 Life, a nonprofit, and of using 
some of the cash for shopping sprees, 
which included the purchase of a $750 
Louis Vuitton handbag.

The AG said Wills received the 
funding through a grant obtained by 
former state Sen. Shirley Huntley, who 
served a year in prison in 2013 for loot-
ing a nonprofit that she controlled. 
Wills had worked as her aide.

The indictment charged Wills with 
grand larceny, scheming to defraud, fal-
sifying business records and offering a 
false instrument for filing, Schneider-
man said. If convicted, he could face 
a maximum of seven years in prison. 
The same indictment charged Jelani 
Mills with grand larceny and falsify-
ing business records, the AG said.

Last year, Wills was arrested again 
and charged with filing false docu-
ments with the New York City Con-
flicts of Interest Board, according to 
the attorney general.

As part of the plea settlement,  the 
attorney general recommended Mills 
be sentenced to one year’s probation 
and perform 10 days of community ser-
vice.

JELANI MILLS (L) AND COUNCILMAN RUBEN WILLS (R)

Wills is implicated 
in plea agreement

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

Use promo code: BST

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions 
may apply. Rates may be higher based on applicant’s credit worthiness. Rates 
and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. 
For model years 2016-2015, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments 
of $17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2014, 
your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.42 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 1.75%. APR. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Best rate available 
when combined with TRUECar certificate (.50% APR discount) and Auto-Pay 
(.50% APR discount) when direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction is utilized 
as the method of loan repayment. Annual percentage rates for auto loans will 
increase by .50% after consummation if automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit is cancelled. Late payment fee: $25.00. Membership is required.

R ATES AS LOW AS

1.45%
APR*

Rates apply when purchased through the  
MCU Car Buying Service

Powered By

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP
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Coverage Countdown
to January 31, 2016!
YoYY u must apply for enrollment through
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31
to have health insurance in 2016.

��������������	
 �� ���� ��������������
1-888-FIDELIS � fideliscare.org

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health Benefit
Representative. You can also visit fideliscare.org/offices to find a community office close
to you. Get a free estimate by visiting the Affordable Care Advisor at fideliscare.org/enroll
- all in 60 seconds or less!

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

•  Do you need health insurance?

•  Are you shopping for coverage but haven't made 
    a decision yet?

•  Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?

•  Do you know about the new Essential Plan, with monthly
    premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Restrictive covenants, binding le-
gal requirements included in real-es-
tate transactions by a seller, may soon 
be recorded into the city Department 
of Finance’s Automated City Register 
Information System, also known as 
ACRIS.

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) introduced legislation into 
the Council, with the backing of the 
Department of Finance, to implement 
a two-step process for homeowners and 
homeowners associations to record 
both existing and new restrictive cov-
enants in the electronic database. 

Vallone said his bill would provide 
the city’s very first system for safe-
guarding property restrictions not 
necessarily included within zoning.

“We took the community’s long-
standing battle to City Hall and deliv-
ered exactly what we said we would,” 
Vallone said in a statement. “Now the 
city will immediately recognize any 
newly filed restrictive covenants and 
allow every property owner, interested 
party, civic or homeowner association, 
the right to record and preserve them. 
We look forward to continuing our 
work with our associations to create 
additional layers of security against 
any overdevelopment and to protect 

our beautiful neighborhoods.”
Proponents of the bill said it would 

provide transparency in real-estate 
transactions, which include restrictive 
covenant clauses in residential deeds, 
and give the city and the public a bet-
ter tool for being able to hold property 
owners responsible for maintaining 
those restrictions.

“We will continue to strive towards 
the ultimate goal of a coordination of ef-
forts between the Department of Build-
ings and the Department of Finance, 
but the announcement today comes as 
another step towards a more positive 
outcome for future construction and 
renovation projects in neighborhoods 
like Broadway-Flushing with enforce-
able restrictive covenants,” said Rob-
ert Hanophy, Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association president.

ACRIS currently allows the public 
to search property records and view 
real-estate documents for every pri-
vately owned parcel in the five bor-
oughs. Vallone’s legislation is pending, 
but once civics and landowners start 
recording restrictive covenants, they 
too can be viewed on ACRIS at http://
a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Paul Vallone introduces a bill based on an agreement with the city Department 
of Finance to record restrictive covenants, which often limit buyers on what they can and 
cannot do with a residence, on its web database. Photo by Michael Shain

Restrictive covenants 
to be recorded by city

Christ the King High School’s Psychology class recently visited the Museum 
of Natural History, where they took part in a research class on human origin and 
brain development. They examined skulls of different species to determine and 
compare their personality and functions compared to that of humans.

Pictured (from left):  Roenny Bueno, Arianna Arce, Melissa Rebecca, and 
Carmela Faruggio.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students Join in Psychology 
Research at Museum of Natural History

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY GABRIEL ROM

On the same day Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced  his office 
had created an Animal Cru-
elty Prosecution Unit, a Jack-
son Heights man was charged 
with aggravated animal cru-
elty after allegedly killing his 
girlfriend’s 3-year-old Chihua-
hua.

“A Queens resident is 
accused of pulling his girl-
friend’s small dog out of her 
hands during a verbal argu-
ment and killing the helpless 
animal by violently throwing 
the dog to the floor,” Brown 
said. “Such acts of aggression 
toward animals cannot—and 
will not—be tolerated.”

The mandate of the Animal 
Cruelty Prosecutions Unit — 
the first of its kind in a district 
attorney’s office in New York 
City —will be to investigate 
and prosecute animal cruelty 
crimes and to educate the pub-
lic about how to prevent and 
detect abuse of animals.

In creating the unit, Brown 
also announced he has ap-
pointed veteran Queens pros-
ecutor Nicoletta Caferri as its 
first chief. Caferri has been 
with the Queens DA’s office 
since 1992.

Brown said the Animal 
Cruelty Prosecutions Unit will 
work closely with the Police 
Department’s newly formed 
Animal Cruelty Investiga-
tions Squad, which assumed 
the ASPCA’s law enforcement 
function in July 2014).  

The DA identified the defen-
dant in the Chihuahua case as 
Carlos Hernandez, 32, of 73rd 
Street in Jackson Heights.  
Hernandez is presently await-
ing arraignment in Queens 
Criminal Court on a criminal 
complaint charging him with 
aggravated cruelty to ani-
mals, fourth-degree criminal 
mischief and endangering the 
welfare of a child,Brown said.

  If convicted, he faces up to 
four years in prison.

 Brown said Hernandez 
was inside his girlfriend’s For-

est Hills residence around 4:15 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10, and en-
gaged in a verbal dispute with 
her.  It is alleged that Hernan-
dez grabbed the Chihuahua 

out of her hands and slammed 
the dog against the floor, caus-
ing the dog to bleed from its 
ears and collapse on the floor 
where it died minutes later.  

An 11-year-old girl, who was 
the Chihuahua’s caregiver, 
was allegedly present in the 
room and witnessed the inci-
dent, Brown said.

Chihuahua abuser charged by Queens DA offi ce
Suspect accused of animal cruelty on same day Brown’s new animal abuse unit formed 

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

The first case prosecuted by Queens DA Richard Brown’s new animal cruelty unit is against a Jackson Heights 
man accused of killing a Chihuahua like this one.  Courtesy of Wikimedia/Florinux
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The city released a traffic study 
Tuesday which does not hold  Uber or 
other app-based car services respon-
sible for traffic congestion across the 
city.

The $2 million traffic study began 
last summer when Mayor Bill di Bla-
sio announced a cap on Uber drivers, 
citing the Uber’s robust growth.  The 
mayor contended the rise in the num-
ber of cars on the road was caused by 
Uber, making traffic conditions worst 
in the central business district in Man-
hattan.

Uber is a mobile app which allows 
passengers to order and pay for a car 
service with a smartphone. Passengers 
are picked up from their GPS-tracked 
location and at the end of the ride they 
are charged through the app.

The study said “vehicles of all types 
play a role in congestion in the [cen-
tral business district]. The number of 
trips by all vehicle types in the CBD 
remained flat between 2014 and 2015 
as increases in transit ridership offset 
increases in trip demand driven by 
growth. Increases in e-dispatch trips 
are largely substituting for yellow 
taxi trips in the CBD. Because these 
e-dispatch trips are substitutions and 
not new trips, they are not increasing 
[vehicle miles traveled].”

The study made recommenda-
tions for the city to “level the playing 
field among yellow, green, black and 
e-dispatch services, with differences 
in regulations or standard driven by 
clear policy goals: a quality passenger 
experience; new income opportunities 

and good jobs; cultivating a competi-
tive and innovative market in for-hire 
service; ensuring accessible for-hire 
transportation options; safe and effi-
cient NYC streets; and maintaining a 
regulatory structure with integrity.”

The mayor said at a news confer-
ence Tuesday he asked for the study to 
resolve important issues and it ended 
up reversing some misconceptions 
about the app-based car services.

“The congestion situation is differ-
ent than some of what we knew it to be, 
and we have to address the congestion 
issue unto itself, and that’s something 
we’ll be talking about in the coming 
weeks,” he said. 

In Queens, there are currently an 
estimated 8,000 Uber driver-partners 
who call Queens home out of 26,000 
in total, according to the $50 billion 
technology company. And Uber said 
it plans to add an additional 4,000 jobs 
this year alone.

Uber said it made almost 600,000 
trips through Queens on a monthly ba-
sis but did not respond to specific ques-
tions on the breakdown of those trips 
or the start and end points in Queens 
last year.

Across the city, there are an esti-
mated 13,000 yellow taxis, an estimat-
ed 6,000 green cabs and an estimated 
25,500 livery and commuter vans, 
according to the city’s Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission’s latest numbers. 
The different categories were not bro-
ken down by borough.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

A $2 million traffic study has absolved Uber of causing traffic congestion in the city 
Photo by Jeff Chiu/AP

Uber not to blame 
for extra traffi c: City

MKT 15.71v2

Visit us at Queens Center 
and green acres mall!

Sign
Me up.

Health 
Care for 
$0 or $20 
Per Month?
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Following the closure of 
several illegal massage par-
lors in Glendale and Middle 
Village, state Assemblyman 
Mike Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
and state Sen. Joseph P. Add-
abbo, Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
have introduced a package 
of legislation meant to deter 
and regulate these unlicensed 
businesses.  

The expansive legislation 
comes after a substantial in-
crease in the number of illicit 
massage parlors operating 
in Central Queens and a con-
certed effort from police at the 
104th precinct to shut them 
down. 

In December, police an-
nounced a new tactic which in-
volved stationing a uniformed 
police officer outside of sus-
pected locations.

The bills would do the fol-
lowing: expand the definition 
of “massage therapist” and re-
quire licensees to be on prem-
ises at all times; impose a duty 
on the landlords to verify the 
license of a massage therapist 
tenant prior to entering into 

a lease agreement; prevent a 
massage parlor from obstruct-
ing the view of their lobby 
area; and impose a duty on 
landlords to terminate a ten-
ancy at a massage therapist lo-
cation found guilty of promot-
ing prostitution within 60 days 
of notification to the landlord 
by a city or state agency.

“We don’t want to arrest 
these women,” Miller said last 
week at a Woodhaven Resi-
dents Block Association meet-
ing, referring to the many 
undocumented workers who 
are employed at the parlors. 
“Many of them are slaves.”

“I have introduced this 
package of bills in an attempt 
to shut these illegal parlors 
down,” Miller added in a writ-
ten statement. “These bills 
would increase regulation on 
unlicensed massage parlors 
by allowing the Department of 
Consumer Affairs the authori-
ty to enforce the law and it also 
expands the definition of mas-
sage therapist to require these 
illegal parlors to be licensed 
as opposed to just opening up 
another massage parlor wher-
ever possible.”

The latest illegal massage 
parlor to shut down is Dream 
Spa, located at 65-18 Myrtle 
Ave. in Glendale. The closure 
is one of many over the past 
three months due to increased 
police enforcement 

“We only have so much en-
forcement powers the Police 
Department can do, but I need 
help. I need legislative help. I 
need the laws to be changed,” 
Wachter said at a 104th Pre-
cinct community meeting last 
month. 

One of the bills would also 
grant the city Department of 
Consumer Affairs the author-
ity to enforce the imposition of 
fines relating to the practice of 
massage therapy.

“While identifying these fa-
cilities is the first step toward 
shutting them down, enforce-
ment has been the downfall 
due to current regulations that 
tie the hands of law enforce-
ment officials behind their 
backs,” Addabbo said. “This 
package of bills will help rem-
edy that and show those who 
operate these illegal facilities 
that they will not get away 
with breaking the law.”

Dream Spa at 65-18 Myrtle Ave was closed in November after police sus-
pected the spa was offering illegal services. Google Earth

Addabbo, Miller target massage parlors

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

With at least 135 
languages spoken in 
Queens, according to the 
borough president’s web-
site, the city Department 
of Education last week 
announced an expansion 
of language-access ser-
vices across the city.  

The addition of nine 
positions for field lan-
guage access coordina-
tors in the city  who help 
schools connect with 
interpreters for parents 
with limited English 
proficiency to have full 
access to translation and 
interpretation services 
available to them in 
schools. The nine posi-
tions will be based in the 
seven borough field sup-
port centers, around the 
city and two in Queens 
and the Bronx. There 
are currently more than 
1,500 voluntary language 
access coordinators who 
help connect interpret-
ers through the field of-
fice to city schools.

The field language ac-
cess coordinators over-
see volunteers in schools 
that help the field sup-
port centers, according 
to the Department of 
Education. 

Across the city, at 
least 192 languages are 
spoken at home, accord-
ing to data collected by 
the U.S. Census between 
2009 and 2013. The data 
also shows that 38 per-
cent of the metro area 
population ages  5 and 
over speak a language 
other than English at 
home.

“[The city] represents 
a wealth of different cul-

tures, languages, tradi-
tions and beliefs,” said 
Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña. “Increasing 
translation and interpre-
tation services to fami-
lies is a top priority, and 
a critical part of building 
strong relationships be-
tween schools and com-
munities.” 

In December, the 
DOE started to provide 
schools with direct ac-
cess to over-the-phone 
interpreters. In the past, 
schools had to contact 
the Translation and In-
terpretation Unit, which 
then connected the call—
a step that has been elim-
inated. 

According to the De-
partment of Education, 
the new positions will 
help reduce wait time for 
an interpreter and allow 
teachers and staff to call 
non-English-speaking 
families after business 
hours. 

The city DOE said in-
terpreters are available 
in 200 languages In the 
first month of the new 
program, over 1,500 calls 
were made from schools 
requesting language sup-
port in 43 languages. 

This month citywide 
and community educa-
tion councils will also re-
ceive additional language 
support. The Translation 
and Interpretation Unit 
will expand translation 
support beyond notices 
and agendas to include 
resolutions and bylaws, 
while interpretation sup-
port will be extended be-
yond scheduled, special 
and business meetings to 
cover committee and an-
nual meetings. 

Language services 
expand in schools
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Students put their robots to the test
Photos by Michael Shain

Adult referees award teams points for completing their missions, and sometimes have to consult with judges 
to determine if 'bots are within the rules.

Keeping score among the various teams requires a lot of concentration.

This young technician, a member of the Girl Scout team from Long 
Island, keeps her screwdriver handy in her bun.

Teams from the five boroughs, Nassau and Suffolk compete for a spot in the city finals next month at Townsend 
Harris High School in Flushing. The robotics kids were ages 14 to 18 and most belong to clubs at their schools.

Teams have to complete several “missions,” including getting ‘bots to maneuver around debris and climb a 
steep incline.
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Menu
APPETIZER:

Hot Antipasto includes Baked Clams, Eggplant Rollatini & Fried Calamari
SALAD:

Spinach & Goat Cheese with Tomato, Cucumber & Raspberry Vinaigrette
PASTA:

Lobster Ravioli with Creamy Pesto Sauce
ENTREE:

Filet Mignon with Sauteed Shrimp 
with Truffl e-Scented Mashed Red Potato & Julienne Vegetables

DESSERT:

Chocolate Symphony

@Douglaston_Manor  @Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363
718.224.8787

presents

VALENTINES DAY
SPECIAL

Join Us Sunday, February 14, 2016, 4–8pm
Last seating is at 8pm

$55 per person plus tax  Call for reservations: 718-224-8787
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Will 
match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 1/22/16. 

Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914
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PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FOR AN EVEN  B

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION
                                  INCLUDING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

             

LOCKERS
S tudents learn many important lessons while in middle 

school and high school. Assignments get progressively 
more diffi cult, and students grow accustomed to being 

independent thinkers and largely responsible for their edu-
cational accomplishments. In addition, students may learn 
other lessons, such as how organization can play a critical 
role in success and benefi t them both in the classroom and 
out of it. 

Students are typically introduced to lockers during high 
school or middle school. As elementary school students, kids 
use classroom desks to store books and supplies, and how 
desks are organized is often governed by teachers who have 
fi rm rules regarding the condition of desks. Lockers are an 
entirely different story. Students are solely responsible for or-
ganizing and maintaining their lockers and may be tasked 
with following a few rules set forth by the school. 

Students may overlook the importance of organized lock-
ers, and in such instances lockers can easily become disas-
ter areas. But a messy locker can add unnecessary stress to 
a school day. Getting lockers organized requires some effort 
and upkeep:

Color code the locker. Grouping subjects by color can 
make it easier to fi nd notebooks, textbooks, and folders in a 
locker. If materials necessary for math class are colored in 
red, students can quickly fi nd these materials en route to 
class. 

Remove trash. Remove anything that does not belong 
in the locker, including garbage and old projects. Students 
should not use their lockers to store items they don’t need for 
school. That only takes away space for the stuff kids do need 
for class.

Group according to schedule. In addition to employing 
a color-coding system, students also can group books by daily 
schedule. Organize the locker based on which classes are held 
in the morning and afternoon. This makes it less likely that 
students will forget supplies they need for class.

Think about extra accessories. Lockers have the ba-
sics, which are usually a shelf and a hook for coats. All sorts 
of locker accessories exist to customize the interior. An ex-
tra shelf may be helpful for storing books or smaller supplies. 
Look into a message board or more hooks that can be hung on 
the inside of the door. Figure out what your child can use to 
keep items from piling up on the fl oor.

Develop a maintenance plan. Old assignments may be-
gin to accumulate inside a locker. This can be remedied by 
maintaining a cleaning schedule for a locker. A few minutes 
each week can keep a locker clean and clear of clutter.  

Organized locker can lead 
to an organized student
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ONGOING REGISTRATION

Learning & Fun All Rolled Into One!

The Crayon Box Preschool believes in giving children a foundation 
of education they can take with them throughout their student years.

Great Teacher/Student Ratios Full Size Indoor Gym  
Outdoor Playground Flexible Schedule for Working Families

CALL MS. VIRGINIA @ 718-888-9341 
OR STOP BY 44-10 192ND STREET, FLUSHING

Visit our website for pricing and pictures
www.crayonboxpreschool.com

Look for us on Facebook: crayonboxpreschool

VOTED
THE BEST

PRE-SCHOOL
IN

QUEENS

LIMITED SPACE 
AVAILABLE

Professional Academic 
Curriculum

Serving Ages 
2 to 5 Years Old
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How to save money 
on school outfi ts

UNIFORMS
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

Some of the goals of school uni-
forms is to unify students and 
reduce the distractions they 

face in the classroom. Uniforms 
also make it easier to identify stu-
dents of a particular school or grade 
level, which can add to the sense of 
security parents feel when sending 
their youngsters off to school each 
morning.

Supporters of school uniforms 
also tout their cost savings. Rather 
than having to purchase numer-
ous pieces of clothing for the school 
year, uniforms allow parents to 
pick up a few staples that stay con-
stant throughout the school year. 
But school uniforms are not free, 
although there are ways for savvy 
moms and dads to save money when 
purchasing uniforms for their kids:

Be an active parent
As with any other school-related 

decision, uniform brand selection 
may be governed by school offi cials 
and parent volunteers. Uniforms that 
are commissioned from a particu-
lar company may be more expensive 
than uniforms that are widely avail-
able in many retail chains. 

Involved parents can help shape 
many important decisions at their 
kids’ schools, including which uni-
forms students wear. Petition for 
lower-price uniform providers or 
uniforms that can be bought at area 
stores. The students still will look 
cohesive, and families can save 
money in the process.

Shop sales
Keeping costs down on clothing 

means watching for sales. Uniforms 
may not go on sale as often as more 
popular clothing, but that doesn’t 
mean sales are nonexistent. 

Stores may discount unforms 
during slow times, such as October, 
when school is already in session 
and items must be moved to make 
room for the following school year. 
They also may run specials on sea-
sonal items, such as long-sleeved 
shirts at the end of the winter. Con-

sider buying in bulk when sales are 
announced to offset uniform costs 
for the rest of the year.

Accept hand-me-downs
Become friendly with other par-

ents and students who attend the 
same school. Older students who 
have outgrown their uniforms can 
pass them down to younger stu-
dents. This can save parents signifi -
cant amounts of money on new uni-
forms.

Sign up for school blogs or so-
cial media groups so that you can 
chat with other parents and ar-
range for clothing swaps. Other 
families may be looking to clear 
out supplies of older uniforms 
and will offer them at low or no 
cost. Area thrift and consign-
ment shops also may have some of 
the local school uniforms in stock. 
Don’t overlook these stores as you 
look to trim costs.

Improve your sewing 
You can extend the life of uni-

forms by making repairs and al-
terations yourself. You may be able 
to mend small tears or place a few 
darts to take in the waist of an over-
sized skirt or pair of slacks. A basic 
knowledge of hemming and minor 
alterations can provide some wel-
come relief to your uniform bud-
get.

If sewing is not your strong point, 
it still may be cheaper to alter uni-
forms at a dry cleaner or tailor than 
to purchase brand-new items.

Buy only what is needed
Resist the temptation to buy 

multiple uniforms so that kids can 
wear a fresh outfi t every day. Many 
uniform pieces can be mixed and 
matched to extend the life of the tops 
and bottoms and reduce the need to 
purchase multiples of each item. In-
stead, buy only two to three shirts 
and slacks and wash as needed. 
While you may spend more time in 
the laundry room, your bottom line 
will be a little more robust.
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“Big Enough to Challenge — Small Enough to Care”

The Lutheran School
of Flushing and Bayside

3601 Bell Blvd, Bayside  (718) 225-5502  www.lsfb.org

We are a Nursery, Free Full-Day Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, and Grades 1-8 School. We offer 

before and after school care along with after 
school clubs all in a caring, Christian environment.

OPEN HOUSES
10 am – 12pm

February 6th & March 5th
or arrange to stop in during  
school hours (9 am – 2 pm)

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Lutheran School of Flushing and Bayside
Christ is the center, source, and purpose of all education

At LSFB, we offer 
a Progressive Learn-
ing Approach in a Safe 
and Caring Environ-
ment.

Each student is chal-
lenged to do their best, 
encouraged to use 
their individual tal-
ents and gifts to inves-
tigate, solve problems, 
and apply the innova-
tive skills of higher-
order thinking.

Our curriculum re-
flects the core stan-
dards while using 
the Gifted & Talented 
corresponding guide-
lines.

Along with the 
standard subjects, we 
stress the importance 
of art, drama, music 
(Suzuki violin is also 

available), and physi-
cal education, along 
with recess every day 
so the students can re-
lax and recharge.  

Children are gifts 
of God entrusted into 
our care.  To fulfill 
God’s command to 

bring children up “in 
nurture of the Lord,” 
Christian education 
must satisfy the train-
ing of body, mind, and 
soul.

Even though we are 
a Christian school, 
EVERYONE is wel-

come regardless of re-
ligious background.

The Lutheran 
School of Flushing 
and Bayside is a small 
school that lives up 
to its motto (Small 
Enough to Challenge-
Big Enough to Care).  

Some of our most 
recent graduates have 
gone on to Stuyvesant 
High School, Bronx 
Science High School, 
Saint Francis Prep, 
Molloy High School, 
and the local public 
high schools.
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The Schools of Saint Mary 
SAINT MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL N-8

SAINT MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL 9-12

Concentrate. Collaborate. Create.

The Catholic elementary school with the right formula 
makes all the difference in your child’s future.

An intellectual school community of 300 students + 33 faculty and staff members representing 
90 years of excellence in Catholic elementary education on the North Shore of Long Island.

1300 Northern Boulevard | Manhasset, New York 11030 | 516 627 0385 | www.stmary.ws

OPEN HOUSE FOR ADMISSIONS 
Sunday, January 24, 2016 | 12:00 PM
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A caring place to be  |  A challenging place to learn |  A creative place to grow

Partnership with Monsignor McClancy HS Classes in Advanced Math and Science

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR.
Accredited by Middle States Association

ST. SEBASTIAN SCHOOL
A Catholic School of Excellence Serving the parishes of B.V.M Help of Christians, 
Queen of Angels, St. Sebastian and St. Teresa

39 -76 58 Street, Woodside NY 11377  

Tuesday, January 26th, 9:00am–10:30am
Thursday, January 28th, 9:00am–10:30am 
Wednesday, February 3rd, 9:00am–10:30am
or by appointment every Wednesday, 9:00am–10:30amOPEN HOUSE

Nursery – Grade 8  |  FREE PRE-K FOR ALL (4 year olds)

FREE ON SITE  AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

SAINT JOAN OF ARC CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Quality Education Since 1921

Stop in any time 
for a tour!

No appointment 
needed!
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St. Kevin Catholic Academy
 Flushing, New York       ALL ARE WELCOME...

Come See for Yourself

Join Us for Open House Sunday, January 31, 2016
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

By design, St. Agnes is a small 
school where each student is 

treated as an individual and every-
one is known by name. One-hundred 
percent of our recent graduates have 
gone on to college or university.  St. 
Agnes graduates set high goals and 
have a positive attitude about edu-
cation, work, the world, and them-
selves. We’re in the business of ed-
ucation and enriching the lives of 
young women to prepare them for 
leadership.

Programs of study are carefully 
structured to meet each girl’s indi-
vidual scholastic needs.  Students 
benefit from small class sizes, a dedi-
cated faculty and the latest instruc-
tional resources, including iPads.  
For the academically gifted, St. Ag-
nes offers honors, Advanced Place-

ment and college credit courses.  
With a commitment to expand the 
rigorous STEM Program, St. Agnes 
recently completed a new Physics 
lab. St. Agnes also boasts of its Sci-
ence Research Program affiliated 

with the University at Albany. Full-
time guidance counselors are avail-
able for academic support, college 
information and preparation, and 
personal assistance.

St. Agnes offers students a com-
prehensive extracurricular pro-
gram.  After school, you may find a 
St. Agnes student scoring a goal on 
the soccer field, pirouetting in the 
dance studio, working out in the fit-
ness center, or volunteering at New 
York Hospital of Queens.  Students 
are encouraged to become young 
women of faith and service.

St. Agnes Academic 
High School

•100% Graduation rate
•100% College acceptance rate
•AP & College credit classes
•Honors Program
•Classes integrated with iPads 
    and Google Classroom
•New physics lab
•Performing Arts Program
•Partnership with St. John’s University,   
     SUNY Albany, and Molloy College

Call Us for a Buddy Day!

 13-20 124th St.  College Point, NY 11356   
718-353-6276 ext. 11

www.stagneshs.org

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

Looking for an outstanding place 
for your child to learn and grow 

intellectually and spiritually? St. 
Kevin Catholic Academy, an educa-
tional community of faith and com-
mitment, may be the place!

For over 70 years, St. Kevin has 
been educating elementary and mid-
dle school students. Our students are 
thoughtful, community conscious 
individuals who are provided with 
the opportunity to include service 
to others as part of their educational 
experience. The school’s junior high 
students are prepared for success as 
they enter high school.

Students receive caring instruc-
tion, not just in literacy studies and 
math, but also in religion, art, music, 
physical education, technology and 
Spanish. Teachers challenge each 
child to reach his or her highest po-
tential through their Common Core 
Standards-based curriculums.

St. Kevin Catholic Academy is a 
safe, and welcoming environment 
to learn. The teachers consistently 
work together as a team to provide 
their students with opportunities for 
serving others, building moral char-

acter and encouraging spiritual de-
velopment.

Classrooms are each equipped 
with SMARTBoards™ and students 
have access to I-Pads and one-to-one 
Chromebook Technology. Kinder-
garten through 8th grade students 
are given sacramental preparation 
and are encouraged to participate 
in choir, band, orchestra as well as 
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) 
sports and scouting programs. Other 
programs include Student Council, 
advanced math and science after-
school activities to name a few.

Additionally, the school offers full 
and half day classes for nursery (age 
3) and free Full-Day Pre K For All 
Program which includes breakfast 
and lunch. Before & After school Pro-
grams are available for all students.

You are invited to come for a tour 
today! Please contact Kathy Lough, 
Director of Advancement at (718) 357-
8110 for more information.

St. Kevin Catholic Academy, 
45-50 195th St., Flushing, NY 11358,  
www.stkevincatholicacademy.org

Educational Excellence In A Faith-Filled Community
Pre-K3 through 8th Grade 
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Education is much more 
than teaching and learn-

ing. It is a conglomerate 
of real-world experiences, 
college preparedness and 
the utmost dedication to pro-
viding an enriching, stable 
and personal academic cli-
mate for your child.

Holy Cross High School is 
an all-boys, private Catholic 
institution located in Flush-
ing, New York. We strive 
to maintain an academic 
insti  tution of excellence 
founded upon spiritual edu-
cation and values such as 
faith, integrity, honesty, and 
a distinguished dedication 
to lessening the suffering of 
others through a multitude 
of school-wide community 
service initiatives.

Accompanied by a 60-year-
old role of delivering a superb 
Catholic education to students, 
Holy Cross High School offers 
an outstanding commitment 
not only to its academics, but 
also to its athletics, over 40 
extracurricular clubs, and 

additional on-campus service 
learning programs hosted 
throughout the school year. 
Belonging to such meaningful 
activities allows for organic, 
psychological development of 
students into Holy Cross Men 
– encompassing the growth 

of comradery, enhancing 
problem-solving and strategic 
planning abilities, along with 
cultivating an inquisitive 
nature guided by charity, 
mindfulness and respect for 
all life.

In today’s competitive 

en viron ment, we whole-
heartedly make it a top 
priority to prepare your 
son for the world in which 
he will enter as an adult. 
Preparedness is one of our 
many missions set forth to aid 
in the formation of student 

networking coupled with 
building individual college 
and career pathways tailored 
to students’ future goals.

We would be honored 
to assist you in composing 
an educational plan that 
suits the needs of your son. 
Further more, we offer fi nan-
cial aid, scholarships and a 
tuition discount to siblings 
attending school together. We 
look for ward to working with 
you and wish you the very 
best!

Please contact Admissions 
Director Robert Bo tero at (718) 
886-7250 ext. 558.

The Holy Cross High School experience: all-boys, mission-driven, at all times

To speak with our Admissions Department, please contact:

Mr. Robert Botero
Admissions Director

To Know. To Love. To Serve.

Congratulations to the Class of 2020 
on your acceptance!

We look forward to an enriching four years and welcoming 
you to Holy Cross High School.

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)
admissions@holycrosshs.org

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, New York, 11358
www.holycrosshs.org

Visit www.HolyCrossHS.org to view the Class of 2020 scholarship recipients 
and all of the exciting Holy Cross happenings.  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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The Mary Louis Academy 
is recognized and highly 

regarded as one of the na-
tion’s preeminent college 
preparatory high schools for 
young women. 

Our reputation – for ded-
icated teachers, academic 
rigor, outstanding facilities, 
and committed students – has 
been maintained at a level of 
high esteem for more than 80 
years. 

TMLA is a Catholic school 
sponsored by the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Brentwood, New 
York. 

The CSJ charism of unity, 
reconciliation and all-inclu-
sive love is reflected in all 
aspects of The Mary Louis 
Academy experience.

TMLA’s VOICE Leader-
ship Program is aimed at 
helping each young woman at 
The Mary Louis Academy to 
find her voice. 

It is based on Vision Opti-
mism Inspiration Confidence 

and Empowerment. 
With the incredible chal-

lenges facing girls and young 
women today, having confi-
dent, educated and empow-
ered voice is the greatest 
asset a young woman can 
possess.

TMLA offers Honors and 
Advanced Placement courses 
in every academic discipline. 
TMLA offers 17 Advanced 
Placement courses beginning 
in 9th grade. 

The TMLA Honors Pro-
gram offers great flexibility 
and 65% of TMLA students 
are enrolled in at least one 
Honors level course.

Our students are consis-
tently among those recog-
nized by The National Merit 
Scholarship Program, Na-
tional Achievement Schol-
arship Program for Black 
Americans and The Na-
tional Hispanic Recognition 

Program. 
All students receive the 

New York State Regents Di-
ploma with the majority re-
ceiving the New York State 
Regents Diploma with Ad-
vanced Designation, New 
York State’s highest stan-
dard.

All of our graduates — 
yes, 100% — go on to college. 
Many are accepted into the 
most prestigious colleges and 
universities in the nation. 

Seventy-eight percent of 
the Class of 2015 received at 

least one academic scholar-
ship with a total of nearly $40 
million dollars in academic 
scholarships being awarded 
to our graduates. 

A full-time college coun-
selor helps students chart 
their paths up to and after 
graduation.

iPads are given to incom-
ing classes. 

All students are encour-
aged to bring their own tech-
nology to campus. 

Two state-of-the-art Com-
puter Labs are available and 
other computers are acces-
sible to students throughout 
the campus. 

All classrooms and re-
source areas are equipped 
with SMARTBoard technol-
ogy.

TMLA offers a program in 
Fine Arts with a focus on Art 
or Music. 

Under the guidance of our 

highly skilled Arts faculty, 
students gain technical pro-
ficiency while attaining a 
high level of artistic achieve-
ment. Our multi-award-win-
ning Art program includes 
Graphic Art & Design.

From clubs that focus on 
culture to social issues and 
community service to artistic 
expression there’s an extra-
curricular place for every-
one. 

With 29 competitive teams, 
our athletic program is the 
largest high school athletic 
program for girls in the City 
of New York. 

Our teams have won nu-
merous state, city and dioc-
esan championships.

For more information about 
The Mary Louis Academy, call 
718-297-2120 or visit www.tmla.
org. We are located at 176-21 
Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Es-
tates, NY 11432.

Preparing Young Women for College and Beyond

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE
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St. Francis of Assisi School first 
opened its doors on February 13, 1951. 
Within a short time, a strong founda-
tion for Catholic Identity and educa-
tional achievement in the vibrant 
and diverse neighborhood of Asto-
ria was established.  Today, 65 years 
later, SFA continues to celebrate the 
spirit of its founders as it seeks to de-
velop its mission.

Since the beginning of the 2015-
2016 school year, SFA has fully em-
braced the CSW theme by enriching 
our school community and has been 
firmly committed to growing a school 
of excellence.  SFA is focused on de-
signing our instruction so that our 
students are engaged in cognitively 
challenged tasks and involved in 
gaining mastery of required skills. 
At SFA, our goal is to teach so that 
our curriculum supports our stu-
dents’ strengths.  Success For All is 
our aim. In addition, SFA is develop-
ing a Technology Plan that will keep 
us evolving in a modern Wifi envi-
ronment as competent and responsi-
ble users of innovative technology.

As a Mission Banner School, SFA 
students are eagerly involved in numer-
ous service projects. This school year, in 
honor of CSW and our CARE Program, 
our students are partnering with the 
Wounded Warriors Project to honor, as-
sist, and empower veterans returning 
home from combat.  In addition, SFA 
students will be reflecting on the essen-
tial Church teaching-themes shared by 
Pope Francis at the World Meeting of 
Families held this school year.

Today, the graduates of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi School receive the rich 
Gospel values, extensive knowledge, 
and essential skills that enable them 
to become productive and influential 
Catholic citizens of our global world.  
In Affair of the Heart by Patricia 
Jordan, we learned that “one winter 
morning in 1208, St. Francis of Assisi 
heard the words of the Gospel not only 
with his ears, but with his heart, and 
it changed his life forever.” It is our 
hope that for our students, an SFA 
Catholic education will make their 
lives and the lives of those they touch 
in every community greater.

A Caring Community of Faith, Knowledge, and Service

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

W hen it comes to backpack safety, 
most people tend to think about 
injuries caused by a heavy 

backpack or one worn improperly. 
However, there are other dangers as-
sociated with backpacks, and caution 
should be used.

Backpacks come in all shapes and 
sizes and can be a handy tool for stu-
dents or adults. When worn correctly, 
with weight evenly distributed across 
the back and shoulders, backpacks 
can be safer and more effective than 
using a purse or briefcase. But many 
people wear overly-loaded backpacks 
slung over one shoulder, which can 
pose problems with posture and lead 
to back issues. 

In addition to the physical strain 
backpacks can cause, they can be a dan-
ger in other ways. Many people fail to 
recognize how much space a backpack 
can take up. Entering the tight quar-
ters of a school bus or commuting on 
a train or bus means a bulky backpack 
can knock into other people. If that 
backpack is full of heavy, cumbersome 
books — or even a laptop computer — 
an inadvertent bump by the pack can 
cause injuries. Also, backpacks taken 
off and placed in bus aisles can be a 
tripping hazard.

Students can also be injured if a 
heavy pack falls on them. Children 
tucking backpacks into lockers or 
classroom cubbies may fi nd that they 
slide out and hit another classmate.

Backpacks change the way individ-
uals walk. Because the person is car-
rying around extra weight, she may 
lose balance or trip and fall, especially 
when going down steps.

To avoid these secondary hazards 
from backpacks, consider these tips:

Don’t overload a backpack. Carry 
only what is necessary. If too many 
books are the issue, parents should 
talk to the school administrators and 
teachers to reach a happy medium re-
garding textbook usage.

Be considerate to others. When 
on the subway or in the classroom, 
safely store the backpack under the 
seat. Be sure straps, or the pack itself, 
are not extending into the aisle.

Avoid rolling backpacks. Rolling 
backpacks may seem like a better op-
tion, but they can be diffi cult to roll. 
Some schools ban these styles because 
of tripping hazards.

Recognize how much space the 

backpack takes up when worn. 
Be conscious of others when turning 
around or entering a confi ned space. 

Be aware of the weight. To help 
avoid slips and falls, hold on to stair 
rails and do not run with a heavy back-
pack.

Choose a lightweight backpack. 
Canvas backpacks are generally 
lighter in weight than leather back-
packs. Do not add extra weight unnec-
essarily.

Backpack safety about 
more than back pain

Be aware of the weight. To 
help avoid slips and falls, 
hold on to stair rails and 
do not run with a heavy 

backpack.
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Accreditation and Membership: 

MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION
NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Dennis J. Farrell, Principal

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

Sacred Heart Offers:

Science Lab, Computer Lab with Laptops and I-Pads, SMART boards, foreign language, automated library, art, music, physical education, 
remediation, resource room, extended day program until 6 p.m., extra-curricular programs (including oil painting, intramural sports, student 

council, computer, choir, history club, Math 9, Earth Science Regents preparation), grade-level buddy program, and service program.

Class of 2015 earned over $650,000 in scholarships and acceptances into the academic, science, 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 31st: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday, February 1st - Friday, February 5th: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 2nd: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

718–631–4804

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
At Sacred Heart School our days are very busy! 
During any school day you will most likely find some of the following:
Free Universal Pre-K for all children  Students arriving early to school  Prayer and the pledge of Allegiance in every classroom 

Teachers at work preparing their lessons SMART boards in use in the classrooms  Students using our new iPads 
Grade Levels attending 9 a.m. Mass  Students attending art, library, music, physical education classes 

Spanish lessons throughout the building  School pictures
The graduating class taking graduation pictures  Parents and children enjoying our Fall Festival
Teachers helping the children develop important learning skills  Students solving Math problems 
Science lab activities  Lunch in the cafeteria  Teachers helping students with their daily activities 

Creative and academic writing  Books being borrowed from our library with more than 12,000 books 
Student artwork on display throughout the building 

Students at work in the computer lab  Lunchtime recess outside in good weather
Students receiving help in the remediation and resource room classes 

Students staying after school to participate in after-school activities including: writing club, 
oil painting, intramurals, Math 9, earth science, computer club, book club, extended day program, 
glee club, history club  Our students participating in the parish scouting program, CYO sports, 

altar services, and children’s choir  Student work on display outside each classroom 
Classrooms involved in a “buddy” activity with another classroom

Students preparing for a “big” test  Students enjoying the work of other students

718–631–4804

o m, 

04

Gr
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Nursery Half Day and Full Day Programs
Free Universal Pre-K Program
Kindergarten through Grade 8

Comprehensive Technology Program 
featuring iPads & Chromebooks

Art, Music, Physical Education, and 
Foreign Language classes

Interactive Whiteboards and SmartBoards
in all homerooms

CYO Sports, Girl Scouts
Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM

After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 31
11:00 AM–1:00 PM

Monday, February 1
9:00–9:30 AM 

(Nursery Program)
Tuesday, February 2

9:00–10:00 AM
(N–Grade 8)

 
NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

Sunday, January 31 - 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, February 1, 2, 4 - 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Wednesday, February 3 - 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Friday, February 5 - 7:30 - 11:00 AM 

“Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT

34-45 202nd Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

School has been partnering with the 

parents of the Bayside area to educate 

their children since 1951.  The 

mission of the school is to establish a 

learning environment where students 

are inspired to embrace Catholic 

values, be life-long learners, be active 

members of the Church community 

and to obtain the necessary skills for 

future leadership. 

Our academic program provides 

a quality Catholic education through 

the implementation of Diocesan 

and New York State Standards in an 

environment that challenges and 

encourages students to work to their 

full potential. Many students receive 

scholarships to the local Catholic High 

Schools.   Currently alumni of Our 

Lady of the Blessed Sacrament are 

attending Harvard, Yale, Georgetown, 

Stanford, Vanderbilt University and U 

Penn to name a few.

We aspire to develop many 

areas of your child’s God given 

talents.  Our comprehensive Music 

Program offers instruction in all 

grades, Nursery through grade 

8, including Recorder K arate 

in grades 3 -6, Liturgical Music 

Ensemble and Christmas and 

Spring Concerts.  We also offer the 

Music Together Preschool Program, 

String Orchestra, School Band 

and Show Choir.  The Art Program 

encourages individual expression 

through a variety of mediums, 

explores art history and develops 

skills and techniques culminating 

in an annual showcase.

We believe a strong relationship 

between home and school is essential. 

This is accomplished through our 

active Home School Association 

and open communication between 

parents and teachers which is 

enhanced through technology.

Where to send your child to school is 
one of the most important decisions 

you will ever make.
We invite you to visit Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament School to help you decide.

We offer: 

and afternoon

orchestra and choirs

featuring iPads and Chromebooks

and certifi cation 

Whiteboards and SmartBoards

and iPads

baseball, softball, swimming, track, 

soccer, intramural volleyball

We welcome the opportunity to share our school spirit with you.  

see for yourself all we have to offer.  Hope to see you soon.

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361
Fax 718-229-5820
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 
and tear.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication 

date: 1/22/16. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BIGGER NEW YEAR

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the United Negro College Fund's MLK Day  breakfast, 
the Rev. Henry T. Simmons, the pastor of the St. Albans 
Congregational Church, with his wife, is honored as the key-
note speaker.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Sto. Nino, the oldest religious relic in the Philippines dating 
back to Ferdinand Magellan and the arrival of Christianity 
to the islands, marks a widely celebrated Saints Day among 
Filipinos overseas and, it turns out, in Queens. Twitter

City Council member I. Daneek Miller closes out the big-
gest MLK Day event in Queens at Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center. The celebration included a half dozen performances 
and a speech by Yusef Salaam, one the Central Park Five. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Recipients of this years's Community Service Awards presented on the weekend before 
Martin Luther King Day, (l-r in front row) Wiilliam Campbell, Crystal Campbell, Yvonne 
Bandison, George Holmes and Faye Johnson. Photo by Nat Valentine

Dancing in the aisle of the historic English Lutheran Church of The Redeemer in St. Albans, 
a troupe of young performers ring in MLK Day festivities.  Photo by Nat Valentine

At York College, Alicia Hyndman (r) is sworn in to her new Assembly seat by Judge Laura 
Blackburn. She won the seat, representing much of southeast Queens, in a special election 
last fall. Photo by Nat Valentine

Police Commissioner William Bratton shows Councilman Eric Ulrich his collection of police 
memorabilia during a visit to Bratton's office at 1 Police Plaza. Instagram
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the airport workers’ rally and a po-
etry slam at a church he attended last 
week.

“I think by serving the community 
this morning we were both honoring 
his legacy and his contribution to this 
country, but also as I am sure he would 
have wanted us ... continue the march 
toward justice because we’re not there 
yet obviously,” he said. 

Queens College student Sharice 
Richards,  a 26-year-old South Ozone 
Park resident, became an activist af-
ter a college MLK trip to Atlanta last 

year. 
“I definitely wanted to do something 

and I always wanted to volunteer and 
get involved with the Pomonok Resi-
dents Association,” Richards said. 

Latoya McLeod, community affairs 
officer for the Housing Bureau at the 
NYPD’s Police Service Area 9 at 155-09 
Jewel Ave., said police officers also en-
gage in community service. 

“Most people always think about it 
(the NYPD) in terms of crime, but we 
also help in terms of just recreating his 
legacy and just trying to live up to that 
as police officers, whether that means 
cleaning up, whether that means 
speaking to the youths, whatever it is,” 
McLeod said. 

Back in the Pit, there was a flurry 
of activity. 

Robotics teams were repairing their 
machines, testing out new designs, ar-
guing about what had gone wrong or 
cheering about what had gone right. A 
voice came over the PA system. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I found my-
self a joke: Is it hot in here or did your 
internal fan just system combust?”

The novice comedian was met with 
light-hearted boos.

At the table for the Forest Hills 
Mighty Mechanics, Derek Pastor, 15, 
from Middle Village could barely con-
tain his excitement.

“We have come up with this genius 
measure,” he said.

The team had connected a tape mea-

sure to a motor in an attempt to jerry-
rig the robot so it could better pick up 
the blocks and move them. 

Pastor raised his hands in triumph. 
“It works!”

The Mighty Mechanics grew out of 
a small program with only four people 
in 2006, to 120 in 2015, said Iffat Mai, 
director of the Forest Hills Robotics 
League.

“At PS 144, there was no robotics 
program,” she said, “so we just decided 
to start one, and by word of mouth it 
spread.”

Alex, who has spent six years in 
robotics, says his biggest dream is to 
work in the aerospace industry.

Derek said his favorite part of the 
event is the collaborative process.

“No one is trying to hide design 
secrets,” he said. “We all just want to 
have fun and help each other.”

“I just love this stuff. I can’t get 
enough of it.”

use of the Central Park stables is based 
on a rental agreement or a concession 
— the group contests that park space 
should not be used for a private busi-
ness, especially if it is running a mo-
nopoly on tourism.

The mayor pledged in his 2013 
campaign for office to work with City 
Council to ban the industry, picking 
up financial support from a handful of 
animal rights groups. 

“Everything will be contained in 
Central Park,” de Blasio said during a 
Monday news conference. “And it will 
obviously lead to many fewer horses 
being used in this industry. So, it’s a lot 
of progress. It’s real progress. Look, it’s 
not everything I wanted, I think I’ve 
been quite clear about that, but that’s 
why we have a democratic process.”

One of de Blasio’s strongest support-
ers was New Yorkers for Clean, Livable 
and Safe Streets, which was trying to 
sway council members to support the 
previous ban.

NYCLASS Spokesman Michael 
McKeon said it was too early to tell 
whether the deal would be strong 
enough to provide the animal protec-
tions it was seeking.

“When we see the bill in print and 

understand all the details, we will 
have more to say,” McKeon said in a 
statement.

Another animal rights group, The 
Coalition to Ban Horse-Drawn Car-
riages, claims the deal, which calls for 
renovating an existing stable on the 
85th Street Transverse through Cen-
tral Park to house all licensed horses, 
is in the financial interest of all parties 
involved in the deal, as vested drivers 
would get a payout from selling their 
former stables, and not in the interest 
of the horses.

“De Blasio does not give a hoot 
about the Animal Rights activists who 
put him in office.  Remember this man 
never had a good record on animal is-
sues when he was in the Council.  But 
he does care about donor dollars and 
the ‘animal rights’  group that put up a 
lot of money for his election,” the Coali-
tion said in a statement.

Proponents of the former plan to 
ban the industry claimed the horses 
were not well cared for, and do not be-
long in the congested central borough, 
breathing in car fumes. Industry ad-
vocates have long said the regulations 
over the industry insure the safety 
and health of all the horses, that a ban 
would eliminate jobs and that horse 
carriages are a historic staple and a 
part of the city experience for many 
visitors.”

Continued from Page 4 

Carriage horses

Continued from Page 3 

Robots

Continued from Page 9 

Pomonok

JAMAICA, QUEENS NY— The Jamaica Center Business Im-
provement District (BID), will be hosting it’s 1st series of “Com-
munity Conversation” event in honor of #NYCPeaceWeek in 
Downtown Jamaica.

 
WHAT:  “The “Community Conversation” series launched by 

the Jamaica Center BID works with local organizations, elected 
officials, and community residents exploring important issues 
in the community and how to create a more secure and vibrant 
Downtown Jamaica.

 
WHO: The Jamaica Center Business Improvement District, 

Erica Ford, CEO and founder of Peace Is A Lifestyle Life Camp, 
and creator of #NYCPeaceWeek, Carol Maraj, founder of the 
Carol Maraj Foundation For the Prevention of Violence Against 
Women, and Council Member Donovan Richards, Jr. exploring 
methods to create a more peaceful community.

   
WHY: Jamaica has been coined by the Wall Street Journal 

and Street Easy, among others, as NYC’s Hottest Neighborhood. 
Downtown Jamaica experienced an entire year without gun vio-
lence until last month. Community leaders, youth partners and 
residents will explore the impact that violence has upon us and 
how we can create conditions of peace.

  
WHEN: Thursday, January 21st, - 3pm - 5pm - rain or shine.

WHERE: Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning - 161-04  Ja-
maica Avenue

 
Jamaica Center BID’s mission is to promote Jamaica Center 

as a thriving business hub and destination to shop, work, live, 
and visit. The Wall Street Journal has named Jamaica Queens 
as NYC’s Hottest Neighborhood in 2015. Jamaica Center BID is 
inviting the press and media to cover this event.

 
CONTACT: Jamaica Center BID
Valerie Stevens
718-526-2422 Ext 2506
vstevens@jamaicacenter.org
Facebook.com/JamaicaAvenue
Twitter: @jamaicaavenue
Instagram: instagram.com/jamaicaave/

Q U E E N S  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E

Jamaica Center 
BID Community 

Conversation
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

With nearly 5 million pas-
sengers traveling through 
JFK International Airport 
each month, a few are bound 
to get hungry. 

But now when those hunger 
pangs twinge, Terminal Four 
is ready to serve with its ex-
pansion of eight new fast-food 
and dine-in establishments 
during the last year. 

The new restaurants in-
clude everything from “grab-
and-go” sandwiches and 
snacks to coffee shops, popu-
lar branded eateries and top-
rated, full-service restaurants 
and bars, all catering to a di-
verse passenger mix.

Terminal 4 is operated 
by management company 
JFKIAT, and all of the new 
restaurants are managed by 
SSP America, a operator of 
food and beverage concessions 
company. 

Manhattan-based chain, 
Bento Sushi is known for its 
grab-and-go sushi and Japa-
nese entrees, offering every-
thing from the traditional 
California Roll to full meal 
solutions like rice bowls and 
bento boxes.

Camden Food Express 
serves a selection of healthy 
choices ranging from a hum-
mus crunch vegetable wrap to 
gluten-free brownies.

Another bit of Asian cui-
sine is featured at the Canal St. 
Noodle House, which serves 
customized noodle bowls and 

Vietnamese-style sandwiches 
made from fresh ingredients 
daily. 

For coffee lovers the ever-
familiar, Dunkin’ Donuts Ex-
press serves hot and iced cof-
fees and baked goods.

Coffee connoisseurs might 
enjoy Flatiron Coffee, which 
features an assortment of cof-
fee choices sourced locally 

from Irving Farms and artisa-
nal baked goods such as crois-
sants, donuts, freshly baked 
sourdough bread, rolls and 

bagels. 
For those passengers who 

are health conscious, Jamba 
Juice serves fruit smoothies 
with the option of energetic 
wheat shots, fresh squeezed 
juices, energy bowls, oatmeal, 
sandwiches, and a variety of 
baked goods and snacks.

New York brick-oven pizza 
cravings can be sated at Pizza 
Vino, which offers fresh out-
of-the-oven, artisanal pies and 
a hand-picked, premium wine 
selection. It reopened this year 
after undergoing an expansion 
of a full-service bar.

For those passengers miss-
ing New York’s street food, Ur-
ban Crave is home to authen-
tic street cuisine served in a 
storefront featuring vintage 
decor complete with ware-
house bricks, beautifully re-
claimed hardwood floors and 
a kitchen centered below a cop-
per grill hood.

Terminal 4 at JFK Airport 
serves 32 international and do-
mestic airlines with an annu-
al passenger volume of more 
than 19.5 million travelers in 
2015, according to JFKIAT. 

JFKIAT and SSP Ameri-
ca said they would continue 
working together to bring 
even more food and beverage 
options to the terminal later 
this year.

 
Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 

Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 

supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person 
per professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 

supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com
The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 

coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Restaurants take off at Kennedy
Jamaica airport’s Terminal Four adds eight new or expanded options for passengers

John F. Kennedy International 
Airport’s Terminal 4 includes 
eight new restaurants that have 
opened during the last year. One 
of those new places, Camden 
Food Co. Express (r), offers veg-
etarian and gluten-free options. 

Photos by Bjorg Magnea
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Jacklyn Collier and Russell 
Daniels met the day they be-
came roommates.

The two Astoria-based ac-

tors had been accepted into 
the University of Houston’s 
graduate theater program, but 
had communicated only by e-
mail before that face-to-face 
meeting five years ago. 

Quickly, however, the duo 
realized this would be one of 
those fast friendships that ri-
vals those decades-long ones. 

“We really support each 
other and have fun,” Daniels 

said. “We find joy in a lot of 
things.”

It is the kind of joy they 
hope to share with others with 
the launch of their web series, 
“This Is My Roommate,” Feb. 1. 

The pilot, currently avail-
able at www.thisismyroom-
mate.com, introduces the pair 
as they begin their search for 
a third member to join their 
Astoria household, which may 
have the dankest residential 
bathroom in all of Greater 
New York City. 

“We are tapping into the 
honest things we experience 
as New Yorkers,” Daniels said. 

And as young 30-something 
city dwellers there is plenty to 
dig into. 

In the first scene the two 
are seated at a neighborhood 
bar and appear not to know 

each other. 
Daniels strikes up a con-

versation and asks if Collier 
has been to this particular 
establishment before. He then 
tells her she has the wrapper 
from a feminine hygiene prod-
uct stuck to her shoe. She does 
not, but the mood is shattered 
and Collier berates Daniels for 
not being a gentleman. 

Clearly these two know 
each other — very well — and 
really like one another. 

“Our relationship seemed 
like something interesting 
to explore,” Collier said. “We 
are two friends, who are more 
than friends, but not really 
more than friends.”

Their friendship is not easy 
to define to others. 

They are not romantically 
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Russell Daniels (l) and Jacklyn 
Collier play versions of them-
selves in a new web series, 
“This Is My Roommate.” 

Photo courtesy Brayden Hade

Life in 

ASTORIA
Actors Jacklyn Collier, Russell Daniels create 

new web series ‘This Is My Roommate’

Continued on Page 50
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PRODUCTIONS

“Astoria Stories” — To celebrate APAC’s 
15th anniversary, it will present a festival of 
short plays and musicals focused on various 
places in Astoria. 
When: Feb. 19 through Feb. 27
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“A Chorus Line” — This production marks 
the 40th anniversary since “A Chorus Line” 
debuted on Broadway, the show is the 
ultimate backstage musical about the need 
to perform. 
When: Jan. 28 through Feb. 14
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Shrek The Musical Jr.”  — Rockway 
Theatre’s Young People’s Theatre Workshop 
presents a musical version of the hit 
animated fi lm about Shrek the ogre, his 
sidekick Donkey and Princess Fiona. 
When: Jan. 29 - Feb. 14

Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10/general admission
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

AUDITIONS

“Disney’s The Little Mermaid” — The 
Andrean Players will hold auditions for all 
ages, all characters for this May production. 
Bring a headshot, resumé and sheet music 
— 16 bars ballad, 16 bars up tempo — and be 
prepared to dance at audition. 
When: Feb. 3 - Feb. 5 (pick one date), from 7 
pm - 9 pm 
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 158th St., 
Flushing
Website: www.andreanplayers.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

It was around 6:30 p.m. on a 
bone-chilling Wednesday. We 
were already in an evil mood 
from cruising the congested 
streets of Murray Hill for 20 
minutes in search of a parking 
space.  

With that accomplished, 
we trekked to our targeted Ko-
rean restaurant to be told that 
there was at least a 20-minute 
wait for a table, and nowhere 
inside said restaurant to wait.  

We left our name, and set 
off to sullenly wander the 
neighborhood until it was time 
to claim a table.  

It was during that involun-
tary stroll that we happened 
upon another dining estab-
lishment with something irre-
sistible visible inside — empty 
tables.  

We succumbed to our over-
whelming desire for a little 
warmth and a place to sit.

The place we chose was 
done up in Brutalist style, with 
concrete walls, upon which 

visitors are encouraged, by a 
coffee can of felt tip markers, 
to contribute to the graffiti  al-
ready on display.  

The tabletops are set on 
painted oil cans which house 
the works of the inset gas 
burners.  The seating is on low 

metal stools.  Creature com-
forts are not a high priority.

Korean BBQ is the obvious 
spécialité de la maison here, 
especially with such not too 
subtle cues as the pictures of 
the smiling pig and cow, and 
pork belly platter dominating 

the window.  We took the hint 
and ordered the pork belly.  

Our server cut up a thick 
slab of pork belly, and grilled it 
on a dome griddle along with on-
ions, bean sprouts and kimchee.  
The succulent slices of pork 

Korean BBQ pork belly is grilled up with onions, bean sprouts and kimchee at Mapo II in Murray Hill.  
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Seoul food served in Murray Hill

Continued on Page 50

DINING OUT

Mapo II grills up Korean BBQ along with other Southeast Asian homestyle cuisine options

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 
BOTTLE OF 

WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

FREE DELIVERY

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat., Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

We Now Have 
a Party Room 

for All Your Parties 
and Events

Please Call to Book Your 
Occasion Today!

IF YOU GO
Mapo II

149-20 41st Ave.
Flushing

(718) 886-2737

Price Range: BBQ intended for 
sharing: $15.99—54.99; Other 

dishes: $12.99—16.99
Cuisine: Korean BBQ and home-

style fare
Setting: Small, Brutalist décor.
Service: Professional, fl uent 

English.
Hours: Seven days lunch and 

dinner
Reservations: No

Alcohol: Beer, sake and soju 
Parking: Street (good luck) 

Dress: Casual 
Children: Welcome 

Music: No 
Takeout: No 

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: No 
WIFI: No
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EVENTS

Boo! Spooktacular 
Enchanted Forest — Circus 
Amok teams up with the 
Queens Museum to present 
a spooky circus among the 
trees. Wear a costume, try 
your luck with midway games 
and wander through side show 
chills. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 23, 
from 2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $20-$500
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

The Moth Story Slam: 
Gossip — Prepare a fi ve-
minute story — or just come 
and listen to a few — about a 
rumor that, true or not, shook 
things up. 
When: Monday, Jan. 25, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

Queens College Choral 
Society Auditions — The 
QC Choral Society is seeking 

new members to join it for its 
upcoming 75th season, which 
will include a performance of 
Verdi’s “Requiem.” Auditions 
are open to anyone with prior 
singing experience, and will 
consist of basic singing skills. 
When: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 
Feb. 3 and Feb. 10, at 6 pm
Where: Queens College 
Music Building, Room 246,  
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-3818
Website: www.
qcchoralsociety.org

TALK

Deepak Chopra — The 
author and proponent 
of alternative medicine 
presents a discussion on 
“The Future of Wellbeing.”
When: Sunday, Feb. 7, at 2 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $39-$79
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.
org

DANCE

Take Root— The monthly series 
provides choreographers the 
chance to present a paired 
evening of work. In January,  
Mersiha Mesihovic, CircuitDebris 
and Underground DanceWorks 

perform. 
When: Friday, Jan. 22, and 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s monthly program 
highlights emerging and 
established artists. In 
January, the show includes 
Cassandra Cotta, Humanistics 
Dance Co., Kathleen Kelley 
Dance, Megan Christine 
Dance Collective and Titilayo 
Majoyeogbe.  
When: Sunday, Jan. 24, at 
7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

The History of Salsa — The 
award-winning Colombian 
dance company, Cali Salsa 
Pal Mundo, presents a show 
of intoxicating rhythms and 
mesmerizing moves that traces 
the development of Salsa. 
When: Feb. 5 through Feb. 21, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40/general, $37/
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 

experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Story Hour — Literacy INC. 
hosts these reading workshops 
for families with children of 
all ages. Listen to stories and 
participate in a craft activity. 

Snacks will be provided. 
When: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 
at 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, 150-03 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.og

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Hoyeon Art Association 
— The Queens-based group 
presents a show of paintings 
in various themes and styles 
— from calligraphy to colorful 
landscapes. 
When: Feb. 1 - March 12

Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., 405 Klapper 
Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

“Essence of Queens” 
Photography by Carlos 
Esguerra— Queens-based 
photographer Esguerra’s work 
grew out of an article he saw 
last year titled, “Why Queens is 
the NYC Borough You Can No 
Longer Ignore.”
When: Feb. 13 - May 8
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $2/suggested donations

SING, SING A SONG
The Queens College Choral Society will hold auditions for new members Jan. 27, Feb. 
3 and Feb. 10, to join the group for its 75th season. See Music listing for more informa-
tion.  Photo courtesy Sean Moonsammy

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Continental Canines
Across
1. Not home
5. Color-full device?
10. Actor Lugosi
14. All there
15.  Give actors a 

second signal
16. Scottish port
17.  Farm equipment
18. Separated
19. Transmit
20.  Great pet for 

Grace Kelly
23. Do a 5K, say
24. Army member?
25. Belfry sound
27. "Poly" add-on
29. Wanes
32. Animal house
33. Deodorant type
36.  "Charlotte's 

Web" girl
37.  Great pet for 

Angela Merkel
40. Religious ritual
41. Watched over
42.  Abbr. with a 

ring to it
43. Kind of chair
44. Very short
48. Thoughts
50.  Parseghian of 

football
52.  NYC subway line
53.  Great pet 

for Winston 
Churchill

58. Disturb follower
59. Wealth
60. Grimm villain
61.  It's on the house?
62.  "Sunflowers" 

setting
63. "Cold one"
64.  Manhatten 

Bridge river
65. Subway
66. Bookie's quote

Down
1. Yearn
2.  Whiskered 

creature
3. Consecrate
4. Evergreens
5. Shrimp kin
6.  Transplant the fern

7. Suffix with poet
8.  Catch a ride to 

the beach?
9. Prot. religion
10. Deck officer
11. Mr. Scrooge
12.  Fred Mertz to 

Lucy
13.  Connecting word
21. Women's group
22. Approvals
26. Actor Chaney
28. Hearing aids
29.  English exam 

finale, often
30.  Nobel physicist 

Niels
31. Shook down
34. Shankar melody
35. Millstone

36. Wash out
37. Corsage flower
38. Perfumes
39. Part of 37 down
40.  2001 in old 

Rome
43.  Lang. course  

for aliens
45. Like corduroy
46. Slept sound-ly
47. Trimming tools
49. Broker
50.  One of the 

Yokums
51. Rene of film
54. Prayer leader
55. Dehydrated
56. Sentry's cry
57. Timber wolf
58. Pub provision

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

JEWELS
C A C H E C O O T M E A N
A H E A D A R A B O N C E
G O L D E N P A R A C H U T E
E Y E M A I L R O A R E D

S T A R T L I E D
R A T E C A M P H O R
O R I E L A H E M C A N
D I A M O N D J I M B R A D Y
S A L C I A O O O N A S

P A P Y R U S T I M E
P L O T N A R C S

D I A L O G E C R U T E A
R U B Y R E D S L I P P E R S
E S O P N A P E E A R N S
D I R S S Y N S E S S E N

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 50
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At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION

BY MERLE EXIT

A sort of sporting de-
tente between the United 
States and China born in 
the early 1970s volleyed 
into Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park last week-
end during the Queens 
Museum’s Ping Pong 
Mao Tournament. 

In the midst of the 
current exhibition by 
artist Zhang Hongtu, 
“Long Live Chairman 
Mao,” the museum opt-
ed to hold a table tennis 
tournament utilizing an 
object from the show as 
the field. 

Hongtu, who left Chi-
na in 1982 and currently 
lives in Queens, created 
the piece, “Ping-Pong 
Mao,” by taking a stan-
dard pingpong table and 
cutting the silhouette 
of Mao Zedong into the 
playing surfaces on both 
sides of the net. 

At last weekend’s 
tournament, players not 
only had to face a string 
of opponents, but they 
also had to keep the ball 

out of the cutaway area 
resembling the late Chi-
nese leader. 

The 16 contestants, 
both men and women, 
played a round-robin 
tournament leading to 
the final three-game bat-
tle between Charles Lin 
and Hiten Samtani. 

Lin, 29, was crowned 

the champion and earned 
a $100 prize. 

Both finalists re-
ceived a copy of Tahl 
Leibovitz’s book, “Ping-
Pong for Fighters.” Lei-
bovitz, who served as 
referee for the event, is 
a Queens resident and 
recent inductee into the 
USA Table Tennis Hall 

of Fame.
Ping-Pong diplomacy 

dates from April 1971 
when the American table 
tennis team went to Na-
goya, Japan, for the world 
championship. While 
there, they received a 
surprise invitation from 
their Chinese colleagues 
to visit the People’s Re-

public of China.
No group of Ameri-

cans had been invited to 
China since the commu-
nist takeover in 1949.  

The following year, 
the Chinese table tennis 
team arrived in Detroit 
for a series of matches 

in 10 cities around the 
country. 

Just before the final 
games at the museum, 
Tahl played a demo 
against Zhang, which 
appeared as the second 
Ping-Pong diplomacy.

Table tennis creates racket in Queens Museum

Artist Zhang Hongtu’s “Ping-Pong Mao” table was used in a pingpong tournament at the 
Queens Museum. Referee Tahl Leibovitz (l-r), runner-up Hiten Samtani, winner 

Charles Lin and artist Zhang Hongtu pose for a group pho-
tograph after the tournament. Photo by Merle Exit
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involved. But they are much 
more than just two people 
sharing the same living space. 

That is one of the reasons 
they started to introduce each 
with the phrase, “this is my 
roommate.”

And because actors have to 
act, the idea of a show based 
on their relationship began to 
form. 

After creating an extreme-
ly successful Kickstarter cam-
paign — which raised well 
above their initial goal — the 
two hired a director and sat 
down to write the first sea-
son’s eight scripts. 

“A lot of it is based on 
truth,” Daniels said. “And a lot 
of it is a version of the truth.”

Most of the action in the 
pilot revolves around the two 
finding a third roommate. 

They agree this new person 
must be an alpha dog, who will 
come in, take charge and get 
things done. Mostly because, 
as Collier quips, “we’re not go-
ing to do it.”

Any potential roommate 
must also love Louie the cat. 
Simply tolerating the apart-
ment feline is not an option. 

Daniels also insists they 

not allow anyone with a record 
player to move in. 

“People with record play-
ers, or vinyl if you will, have a 
standard of living that we are 
going to constantly disappoint 
them,” he said. 

So with their wish list set, 
they begin the interviewing 
process. 

The parade of potential 
roomies is filled with plenty 
of definite nos, including the 
guy who “can’t talk about eggs 
without crying,” the girl with 
the uncomfortable nervous 
laugh and the guy who says 
nothing after introducing 
himself. 

Salvation appears in the 
form of Chantel Maurice, a 
young lawyer looking to save 
on rent in order to pay back a 
mountain of student loan debt. 

Collier is quick to point 
out that Maurice will be more 
than the show’s straight man. 

“It is not just going to be 
Chantel reacting to us,” Col-
lier said. “She is going to have 
her own story line, which is 
quirky and charming in its 
own way.”

The pair have also sketched 
out what they would like to see 
happen to the show after the 
first season wraps up in late 

March. They envision a four-
season series that is funded 
through a production com-
pany, and not another fund-
raising campaign. 

“We want to hire a direc-
tor and an executive producer 
who see the show and want to 
be a part of it,” Collier said. 

But they are both clear that 
cynics need not apply. 

“There is enough cynicism 

in the world,” Daniels said. “I’d 
rather explore two people who 
care about each other. I want 
to try to present that truth, 
which is close to us.”

“This Is My Roommate” 
is not, however, a documen-
tary, and dramatic license will 
clearly be taken. Case in point, 
these two now maintain sepa-
rate addresses. 

“We’re not roommates any-

more,” Collier said, “but we 
share custody of the cat.”

You can watch the pilot for 
“This Is My Roommate”  at www.
thisismyroommate.com. The 
show’s first season begins Feb. 1. 

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 45 

Roommate

Astoria actors Russell Daniels and Jacklyn Collier film a scene for their web series "This Is My Roommate." 
Photo courtesy Andrew Neary

were served with thinly sliced 
rounds of daikon which were to 
be used like miniature tacos to 
contain the pork along with the 
vegetables and condiments.  The 
standouts among the banchan 
(free accompaniments) were a 
crock of frothy steamed egg and 
cheesy roasted corn kernels.

Although they bill them-
selves as a BBQ joint, that’s 
not all they’re about.  There’s a 
good selection of homey Kore-
an fare.  Several octopus dishes 
are on the menu, including one 
listed as “Stir-fried Webfoot 
Octopus.”  We didn’t know oc-
topi had feet—webbed or other-
wise.  We were curious enough 

to try it, and the results were 
rewarding.  It was a toothsome 
concoction of octopus stir fried 
in a spicy chili based sauce.  No 
feet were detected.

Our server warned us 
Bulgogi soup was spicy, but 
it turned out to be very gen-
tly spiced, and pronouncedly 
sweet.  It arrived steaming in 
a large, earthenware casserole.  
In this dish, the marinated 
grilled beef is added to broth 
when served, retaining its deli-
cate texture.  The beef is joined 
by enoki mushrooms, peppers, 
and other vegetables and cello-
phane noodles.  This is an ideal 
meal for a cold winter’s night.

The place didn’t stay empty 
for long.  After preparing our 
BBQ, our server moved on to 
other patrons and forgot about 
us.  Since no desserts were 

listed on the menu or offered, 
we decided it was again time 
to brave the elements.  We paid 
our check and departed.

We learned we had eaten 
at Mapo II, an addition to the 
original Mapo BBQ next door, 
only from our check.  The only 
English identifier outside is the 
words “Korean BBQ.”

The Bottom Line
Mapo II is pitched to young 

Koreans.  Even if you don’t fall 
into that category, you can still 
enjoy a delicious authentic Ko-
rean meal here so long as you 
don’t mind sitting on hard, 
backless stools at tables inade-
quate to hold all the food you’re 
likely to order.  If you believe 
tastiness trumps comfort, give 
Mapo II a try.

Continued from Page 47 

Dining Celebrate best of 
borough’s theater

The QGuide is seeking nominations for the 2015 
Queens Kudos theater awards. 

Send your nominations in the following categories: 
Outstanding Play, Outstanding Musical, Outstanding 
Director, Outstanding Costumes and Outstanding Set 
Design. 

There will also be awards for Outstanding Actor, Ac-
tress, Supporting Actor and Supporting Actress in both 
play and musical categories. 

Nominations will be accepted through Jan. 31, 2016, 
and should be e-mailed to queenskudos@gmail.com. 

Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.
org
Marc Asnin’s “Uncle 
Charlie”— A show of 80 
photographs from renowned 
documentary photographer 
that explores his family and 
growing up in 1960s Brooklyn. 

When: Feb. 18 - April 10
Where: Queensborough 
Community College Art 
Gallery, 222-05 56th Ave. 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 631-6396
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

Five Continents: One 
Borough — This exhibition, 
subtitled “Art Treasures 
from the Homelands of 

Queens,” includes a group 
of 33 items from Queens 
College’s Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum that detail the 
art from places Queens 
residents once called 
home. 
When: Through Feb. 19
Where: Citi DeFord Gallery, 
One Court Square, Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

2015 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — 
Works from the 16 artists 
awarded an Emerging Artist 
Fellowship will be on display. 
When: Through March 13
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Continued from Page 48 

Arts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 

OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  

IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Rachel Daly followed up 
her record-breaking career 
at St. John’s with a historic 
first as a professional. 

She became the first Eng-
lish player ever selected in 
the National Women’s Soccer 
League college draft when 
she was picked No. 6 overall 
by the Houston Dash. The 
Harrogate, England native 
set St. John’s career records 
with 50 goals and 111 points 
in just three seasons, and she 
led the nation with 23 goals in 
2013. 

Daly was the second part 
of a three-person draft class 
for the Dash, which plays 
from April to September.  

“With Rachel, we were a 
little surprised that she was 
available,” Dash coach Ran-
dy Waldrum told the team’s 

official site. “I think we got 
a player that has experience 
playing in the college system 
here and scored a ton of goals, 
and she’s got international 
experience as well, which 
is an added dimension that 
we’re excited about.”

Daly feels a bond with 
Waldrum building already, 
and was flattered by his 
praise and the faith he 
showed in her. 

“It’s huge for me,” Daly told 
the team’s official website. “I 
spoke to Randy a few times. 
He’s spoken highly of me and 
I’ve heard a lot of great things 
about him. Just the mutual 
connection we have for the 
love of soccer was huge. To 
be picked by him is obviously 
fantastic for me.”  

Daly was a NSCAA All-
America and a MAC Her-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo has 
suffered through many slow 
starts this season, but Satur-
day night against Friendship 
Charter was nothing of the 
sort. 

The Judges boys’ basketball 
team stormed out of the gates, 
never looking back from a big 
first quarter as they racked 
up a 70-52 win over the Wash-
ington, D.C. school at the Big 
Apple Basketball Invitational 
at Baruch College. 

“We should have played 
like this a long time ago,” Mon-
mouth-bound guard Rashond 
Salnave said. It shouldn’t take 
big games for us to realize how 
we have to come out and play, 
because there just might be 
that one day we just can’t de-
cide to turn it on.”

Salnave scored a game-
high 25 points, grabbed eight 
rebounds and dished out five 
assists. Aaron Walker just 
missed a triple double with 12 
points, 10 defensive rebounds 
and eight assists. Tahiyr Vines 
dropped in 11 of his 14 points 
in the first half, connected 
on three treys and grabbed 
six boards in his best perfor-
mance of the season. 

“My teammates were look-
ing for me and I just took ad-
vantage of the opportunities 
they gave me,” Vines said. 

Cardozo connected on four 
three-points in the first quar-
ter and ended the frame on a 
13-2 run. A three-point play 
by Salnave put his team up 26-
13 with 26 seconds left in the 
first. 

The Judges, who shot 55.6 
percent from the field and 
made six treys in the first half, 
built off it going into halftime, 
as their hot shooting contin-
ued. Tareq Coburn connected 
on a three and Aaron Walker 
had a transition dunk to cap a 
7-1 spurt that put Cardozo up 
38-20 at the break. A comfort-
able lead at the half was re-
freshing.

“This was really one of the 

rare times this happened,” 
Vines said. “It felt good because 
we were all playing together, 
giving it to the open man and 
looking for each other.”   

Friendship Charter got 
as close as 44-35 on a three-
pointer by Alani Moore early 
in the fourth quarter, but Car-
dozo quickly responded. Vines 
found Amiri White for a layup 
and Walker followed with a 
fast-break slam. 

The Judges went up by 20 
points on a left-corner three-
pointer from Vines off a feed 
from Salnave with 2:20 to play 
in the game. Walker’s poise 
allowed the Cardozo to fend 
off Friendship Charter’s ad-
vances.  

“Aaron did a lot of the little 

things we ask him to do all 
season,” Salnave said 

Amari White chipped in 10 
points for Dozo. Tareq Coburn 
helped hold Friendship Acad-
emy star point guard Alani 
Moore to just 14 points.

The victory kept the Judges 
(16-0) undefeated going into 
two league games this week 
before a meeting with borough 
rival Christ the King 7:30 p.m. 
Friday night at Cardozo. The 
Royals beat them in Middle 
Village and in the state Fed-
eration semifinals two years 
ago. 

“This is definitely big,” 
Vines said. “That gives us mo-
mentum and confidence for 
the next two games.”

Continued on Page 56

Aaron Walker drives towards the basket during the 13th Annual Big Apple 
Basketball Invitational game between Cardozo and Friendship Charter. 

Photo by Robert Cole

St. John's star Rachel Daly was the taken sixth in the NWSL Draft. 
Photo courtesy of Houston Dash/ Brad Smith

Cardozo in charge 
Fast start lets Judges cruise past Friendship Charter

Red Storm’s Daly 
heads to the pros
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Rawle Alkins is entering 
the final stages of his recruit-
ment. 

The former Christ the 
King star, who currently plays 
for Word of God Academy in 
North Carolina, was back in 
New York City for two games 
at the Big Apple Basketball 
Invitational at Baruch College 
over Martin Luther King Day 
weekend. 

After an 86-78 loss to Gen-
esis Prep on Saturday night, 
Alkins announced he received 
his PSAT  scores and will begin 
scheduling official visits to 
his numerous college suitors. 
Alkins, the No. 9 ranked senior 
in the country by Rivals, has 
narrowed his choices down 
to North Carolina, St. John’s, 
North Carolina State, Arizona, 
Kansas, Kentucky, UNLV, Lou-
isville and Indiana. 

“From there it is picking a 
school,” Alkins said. 

He said he will have to miss 
some of Word of God’s games 
to visit the schools and that 
no destinations or dates have 
been set yet. Alkins said he 
texted every school on his list 
and they want him on their 
campuses as soon as possible. 
He did say a trip to St. John’s 

has been discussed, but not fi-
nalized.

One thing he did say was 
certain was that spending a 
year away at school hasn’t 
changed the way he feels about 
being far from home for his 
college career. Distance will 
not be a factor in his decision.

“I know the life that I want 
to choose I’m going to be away 
from home regardless,” Alkins 
said. “College, I am going to 
travel everywhere. I’m not go-
ing to be home even if I go to a 
local school.”  

The 6-foot-4 Alkins, who 
was playing in the five bor-
oughs for the second time this 
year, rebounded from a slow 
start and foul trouble against 
Genesis. He scored 19 of his 
24 points in the second half 
and grabbed 10 rebounds. His 
best sequence came midway 
through the fourth quarter 
when he buried a three from 
the right side and converted a 
beautiful spin move for a layup 
to pull his team within 72-66 
with 4:17 to play. But that late 
best effort still wasn’t enough 
to give his team a win.

“I would have liked to 
have won the game, but un-
fortunately it didn’t happen,” 
Alkins said. 

On Monday he scored 11 

points and grabbed five re-
bounds in a loss to South Kent 
(CT) with St. John’s coach 
Chris Mullin and Louisville 
head man Rick Pitino watch-
ing at Baruch. 

He did not return to Christ the 
King, because he was not eligible 
to play his fi fth high-school season 
in the CHSAA after playing varsity 
games in Florida before returning 
home.

playing varsity games as 
an eighth grader in Florida.

Alkins helped Christ the 
King produce an unprecedent-
ed era of winning. He is the 
only player in school history 
to win three CHSAA Intersec-
tional titles and also two state 
Federation Class AA crowns. 
Last season, Alkins became 
the first boys’ player at CK to 
record a triple double.

There is a part of him that 
sometimes misses playing 
with Christ the King in the 
CHSAA in packed gyms. Word 
of God has an enrollment of 
230 students and sometimes 
just seven students in a class, 
compared to an enrollment of 
900 at Christ the King.

“I miss the people, some of 
my friends,” Alkins said.     

Back in New York City, he 
enjoyed the simple things dur-

If Francis Lewis is looking 
for a turning point to its season, 
it may have found it in a win 
over Staten Island Academy. 

The Patriots, without star 
Sierra Green (ankle), beat the 
Tigers and Wagner College 
commit Corinn Baggs 54-51 at 
the Rose Classic Super Jam 
girls’ basketball event at Naza-
reth on Monday.  

“We all had to step up,” se-
nior forward Dominique Wil-
liams said. 

It was Lewis’ second big 
win since it hit a low with 
a lopsided loss to defending 
PSAL Class AA city cham-
pions South Shore Jan. 8. It 
cruised past Truman 77-53, 
but beating SIA was much 

more impressive on so many 
levels. 

“I think today we decided 
to play together,” Lewis coach 
Steve Tsai said. “That’s what 
we have been preaching. Af-
ter we got blown out by South 

Shore we knew we could be 
better.” 

The victory came after 
Lewis fell to a very good St. 
Frances (Md.) team at the Su-
per Jam on Friday and learned 
that Green, the team’s leading 

scorer, would miss the game 
after twisting her ankle. 

Lewis overcame her ab-
sence by playing the team ball 
Tsai has been asking for all 
season. It got contributions 
from its young players and saw 

senior Dominique Williams 
play like the impact player she 
is capable of being. Williams 
dropped in 21 points and out 
battled the Tigers forwards on 
the boards. She defended well 
and was consistently aggres-
sive on offense.  “Dominique 
should be a star,” Tsai said. “I 
keep on saying.”

Along with her, point guard 
Taliyah Brisco is coming into 
her own. The senior, who has 
sometimes been in the back-
ground behind Robyn Francis 
and Chi La Bady in previous 
years, is the team’s most con-
sistent player. She scored 14 
points, grabbed five rebounds 
and dished out five assists. 
Brisco shook off some poor de-
cisions early to get the Lewis 
offense going by spreading the 
ball around.

“She kind of settled down 
everything,” Tsai said. 

Once Williams fouled out of 
the game, sophomore Sabrina 
Vitale (11 points) hit two free 
throws to put Lewis ahead for 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Francis Lewis forward Dominique Williams drives through the Staten Island Academy defense for a layup. 
Photo by Jason Speakman

Beating SIA gives Lewis something to build on

Alkins visits NY, looks ahead to college

Homecoming: Canarsie native Rawle Alkins, playing for Word of God 
(N.C.), drives to the hoop at the Big Apple Basketball Invitational at 
Baruch College.   Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56
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2013 Honda Accord EX-L 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, Lthr., 31K. Stk#20969
V6! $21,795

2013 Honda CR-V EX 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, 49K. Stk#21179 

$15,995

2013 Honda CR-V EX-L 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, 30K. Stk#20896 

$18,495

2010 Honda Odyssey EX-L 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, 43K. Stk#21150 

$14,995

Honda of Valley Stream
Se Habla Español. Pregunte Por Jose Torres

516-881-7830164 Sunrise Highway, 
Valley Stream NY www.HondaofValleyStream.com
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2012 Honda Civic EX-L 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
Snrf., AM/FM, CD, Lthr., 24K. Stk#20514 $15,495

2013 Honda Accord LX 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, 39K. Stk#20998 $15,995

2012 Honda Accord EX-L 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, Lthr., 48K. Stk#21015
V6! $16,395

Navigation

2012 Honda Accord LX 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, 
AM/FM, CD, 21K. Stk#21082 $14,995

Low Miles

Navigation 7 Passenger
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good at 53-51 with 5.2 seconds 
remaining. It was the high-
light of the night for the Pa-
triots’ young players. 

The game could easily 
turn into just one good night 
in the course of the season, 
but if Francis Lewis is look-

ing for a turning point, this 
could certainly be it. The 
team found the way it needs 
to play and the effort level it 
needs to compete if it is going 
to make a run at a city title.

“This helped us confi-
dence-wise,” Williams said. 
“I’m not saying we don’t need 
[Green], but we can do stuff 
also. Other people can score 
on the team.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy played 
at a pace and with a poise that 
made for a beautifully effi-
cient and unselfish first 2½   
quarters. But that all changed 
when Boys & Girls sped things 
up by pressing, and the Stan-
ners had to scramble to hold 
on over the final 12:00 to re-
cord its third-straight win.

The Molloy girls’ basketball 
team made enough big plays 
down the stretch, including a 
late trey from Jenna Mastel-
lone and a put-back from Em-
ily Johnson to get a 67-61 win 
over the Kangaroos at the Rose 
Classics Super Jam at Naza-
reth Monday afternoon. 

“We knew if we didn’t pick 
up the pace, we could eas-
ily lose the game,” Mastel-
lone said “We started playing 
with more momentum, which 
helped us scoring-wise. We got 
open looks and our shots start-
ed falling.”

Mastellone scored 12 of her 
game-high 22 points in the 
fourth quarter, including the 
first seven points of the frame. 
She thanked her teammates 
for getting her the ball in bet-
ter position to shoot, knowing 
Molloy needed to get some-
thing going offensively.

“She has a short memory,” 
Stanners coach Scott Lagas 
said. “She misses three or four, 
she is not going to hesitate to 
shoot five or six, which is what 
we want from her.” 

The Kangaroos, who trailed 
by as many as 15 points in the 
third quarter, pulled as close 
as five twice in the final 1:15 of 
the game, only to be fended off. 
A put-back while falling away 
from the hoop for Johnson put 
Molloy back up 65-58 with 58.3 
ticks left on the clock. Kath-
ryn Gibson added 18 points 
for Molloy. Kalima Daniels 
dropped in 19 points to lead 
four Boys & Girls players in 
double-figures.

The Stanners have righted 
their ship after league losses 
to Christ the King and Bishop 
Loughlin by beating Mary Lou-
is, New Mission (Mass.) and 
Boys & Girls. Lagas said he had 
a long team meeting with the 
group after falling to Loughlin 
to talk about the need for more 
patience on offense, playing 
more as a team and curbing 
any fears they had. 

“After our little pow-wow, 
we had a few really good prac-
tices and started moving the 
ball,” Lagas said. “The ball 
movement, I think, is what has 
made us so successful.”

That is what allowed the 
Stanners to get off to such 
a fast start in the first half 
and take a 37-28 lead into the 
break. The team’s unselfish-
ness was epitomized by what 
led to a transition jumper from 
Gibson early in the third quar-
ter. The play saw her and Mas-
tellone pass the ball between 
each other twice on the way up 
the floor. 

Despite the frantic finish, 
Molloy picked up another win 
by spreading the ball and play-
ing together.

“After the [Loughlin] game 
we came to a realization that 
we were playing as individu-
als,” Mastellone said. “In or-
der for us to be more success-
ful we needed to come together 
and play as a team.”

Mary Louis bounces back with 
a pair of wins: The Hilltoppers 
avoided a further letdown af-
ter dropping a league contest 
to Molloy by winning both 
of its games at the Rose Clas-
sic Super Jam. TMLA topped 
Grand Street Sunday behind 
28 points from Danielle Patter-
son and 17 points by Jasmine 
Brunson. The pair also com-
bined for 27 points to helped 
Mary Louis beat Tampa Cath-
olic 48-37 Monday.  

mann trophy semifinalist in 
2015, after scoring 19 goals—
third-most in the nation and 
tops in the Big East. Waldrum 
is excited to put her skill set to 
use. 

“Technically, Rachel fits 
better the style we want to 
play. Even though she is a 
little bit shorter, she has that 
same toughness,” he said. “A 
lot of the goals she scored, if 
you have seen her play, she is 
getting her body thrown in 

there into the mix. She can 
do that, but she is technically 
clean enough to come back and 
get the ball and distribute.”    

The Red Storm made the 
NCAA tournament twice dur-
ing Daly’s tenure and enjoyed 
unprecedented success. In 
2015, she helped St. John’s set a 
program record for wins with 
15 and the team won its first-
ever Big East regular season 
title.    

Daly played defense when 
she was away from Queens, 
playing internationally and 
with the L.A. Blues of the pro-
am W-League, where she was 

an All-Conference selection 
last summer. That versatility 
is something she believes will 
also help her at the next level.

“With me being able to play 
multiple positions, I think that 
helps [Waldrum], with picking 
me,” Daly said. “ 

She is eager to get started 
with a team that features U.S. 
Women’s soccer star Carli 
Lloyd.

“I can’t wait,” Daly said. 
“It’s been a couple of months 
since I finished college. I just 
can’t wait to get playing and 
be amongst a team again and 
meet everyone.”

Archbishop Molloy's Jenna Mastellone, seen here against Christ the 
King, scored 22 points to help beat Boys & Girls at the Rose Classic Super 
Jam.  Photo by William Thomas

Daly

Mastallone, Molloy hold off Boys & Girls

ing his short stay, like a night 
in his family’s Brooklyn 
home, pizza and a chat with 
local reporters. His mother, 
Derline Zephir, said that 
whenever he is back it is like 
a homecoming.

“Everyone is screaming 
out his name, jumping on 
him, hugging him, kissing 
him,” she said. 

While Alkins has adjust-
ed to life in North Carolina, 
where there’s more isolation 
than he is used to, he is still 
a city kid at heart. His family 

has made the trip down a few 
times to watch him play and 
check in. He joked that there 
are times when there is noth-
ing to do down there and he 
is bored. His mother sees the 
time away as something that 
will ease his college transi-
tion.

“It’s a start of being re-
sponsible,” Zephir said. “As 
much as it is hard not having 
him around, it’s showing him 
how to focus.”

Alkins’ attention, when he 
is not on the court, can now 
fully focus on finding his next 
destination. The final phase 
of his recruitment is a go.  

Continued from Page 53

Alkins

Lewis

Continued from Page 54

Continued from Page 54
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WWW.������.COMGOOD CREDIT

BAD CREDIT
WE GIVE EVERYONE 

A CHANCE...
*$1,995 Down. Must Finance with Acura of Valley Stream for these Special Prices. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 

ACURA OF
VALLEY STREAM

Home of 
Long Island 
Pre-Owned 

������� �	�
�����

2009 Volkswagen EOS Lux Covertible
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
Leather, 48K. Stk#7699

$12,888*

2008 Nissan Maxima 3.5 SL
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, Snrf., AM/FM, 
CD, Lthr., 78K. Stk#7789

$9,974*

2009 Honda Civic
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
71K. Stk#7619

$6,955*

2009 Pontiac G6
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM,
CD, 74K. Stk#7604

$8,444*

2011 Jeep Liberty Sport
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
72K. Stk#7674

$11,998

2008 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
62K. Stk#7642

$13,555*

2011 Kia Sorento EX
Auto, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, Snrf., AM/FM, CD, 
Lthr., 61K Miles. Stk#7799
V6! $13,888*

2010 Honda CR-V EX
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
43K. Stk#7791

$14,355*

2007 BMW328Xi 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, Tilt, Snrf., AM/FM, 
CD, Lthr., 74K. Stk#7689

$10,998

AWD

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5S
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, Snrf.,
AM/FM, CD, Lthr., 49K. Stk#7734

$11,995*

2012 Nissan Rogue SV
Auto, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, Tilt, AM/FM, CD, 
36K. Stk#7679

$14,855*

2013 Honda Civic Si
6 Spd, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, Tilt, Snrf., AM/FM, CD, 
14K. Stk#7865

$17,777*

��

GREAT ON
GAS

������	��� ����
����

���	����
�������

4X4

$19,795*

MANAGER’S SPECIAL!! 2011 
Cadillac
CTS AWD 
Auto, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, 
Tilt, Snrf., 
AM/FM, CD, 
Lthr., 34K. 
Stk#7848

������	���



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 22–28, 201658    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

 The package also contained 
proposals the senator present-
ed when he first entered the 
Senate.

The proposals include 
mandating a limit of three 
consecutive four-year terms 
for senators and extending 
the legislative term from two 
years to four years. 

In July 2008, when he was 
on the City Council, Avella 
introduced a bill that would 
require a fully public funding 
system for local campaigns. 
He also called for an end to an 

LLC loophole that allows spe-
cial interest groups to donate 
to political campaigns without 
following disclosure require-
ments and to bypass contribut-
ing limits. 

“I’ve come up with a num-
ber of recommendations that 
I’ve compiled over the last 
year on how we can make state 
government better,” he said. “I 
think everybody recognizes 
the need to reform Albany.”

Last week, Avella an-
nounced legislation requiring 
bills with co-sponsorship by 
the majority of House mem-
bers to automatically proceed 
to floor vote. 

Within the next few weeks, 

he will unveil a plan that 
would require  pension ac-
crued while an elected official 
engaged in criminal behavior 
to be forfeited. 

In June, he proposed a 
draft law that would end the 
individual party nominating 
process and instead require 
independent nominating peti-
tions. . 

Another piece of legislation 
would have the New York State 
Joint Commission on Public 
Ethics absorb the Legislative 
Ethics Commission, reduce its 
size from 14 to five members 
and create an apolitical ap-
pointment process. 

Programs, which is limited in 
qualification to low-income, 
full-time students in certain 
approved majors who exhibit 
high achievement and have 
applied for other forms of fi-
nancial aid.

ASAP can waive tuition 
and help eligible students pay 
for books and transportation 
costs. It also provides a full 

range of student help inter-
ventions—a program which 
CUNY and even the White 
House has touted for increas-
ing graduation rates by nearly 
50 percent.

An analysis conducted by 
the nonprofit nonpartisan 
educational and social policy 
research organization MDRC 
found that an additional invest-
ment of just over $16,000 in each 
ASAP student over three years, 
actually lowered the cost for 
each degree earned by about 11 

percent compared to students 
receiving usual college ser-
vices, who often take longer to 
complete their degrees or drop 
out before graduating.

The IBO announced in its 
report that it was unable to 
assume similar conclusions 
about an increase in gradua-
tion rates if a tuition waiver 
were expanded for all CUNY 
community college students, 
who currently have an aver-
age three-year graduation rate 
of about 22 percent.

providing greater punish-
ment for those who solicit or 
provide support for terrorist 
acts; fighting back against 
terror threats against police 
officers and establishing a 
New York State Terrorist 
Registry.

S. 3464, which Addabbo  
is co-sponsoring, would cre-
ate a terrorist registry and 
watch list for those individu-
als who have demonstrated 
through their past actions, 
including convictions in the 
United States or elsewhere, 
that they might commit an 
act of terrorism. Those indi-
viduals would be required 
to register and be subject to 
monitoring.

According a spokeswom-

an for state Sen. Thomas 
Croci (R-Long Island), who 
authored the New York State 
Terrorist Registry Act, the 
terrorist registry was mod-
eled after the sex offender 
registry. 

“It’s smart because it does 
not target anyone in particu-
lar,” she said. “It has to be 
someone who has already 
been convicted of the crime.”  

The major difference be-
tween the sex offender regis-
try and the New York State 
Terrorist Registry is a $100 
fee registrants would have to 
pay to the state to be put on 
the registry. According to the 
state penal law, sex offenders 
do not pay a fee to register. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

of tens of thousands of fans at 
soccer matches and that the 
nuclear deal has not dimin-
ished Iranian threats against 
the Jewish state.

The center said in its re-
port that genocidal hatred 
and threats against Jews have 
increasingly become a staple 
of ISIS online propaganda. It 
also attributes the 14-victim 
shooting in San Bernardino, 
Calif. last month to “hatred 
of Jews.” Lancman cited the 
severity of the incidents men-
tioned in the report. 

“The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center’s Top Ten are but the 
tip of the iceberg, but they 
reveal that the mega-events 
start with hate at home and 
on the streets,” he said. “If 
we’re not careful, they can 
turn into the new normal.”

Grodenchik stressed the 
historical significance of his 
district and its connection to 
the Jewish community, refer-
ring to the discrimination 
the English Quakers faced in 
the 1600s. 

“My district, which in-
cludes Flushing, Queens, was 
the community that first in-
vited persecuted minorities 
to settle in what was then the 
New World,” he said. “Now in 
2016, we are again confronted 
with that same persecution.” 

Weprin expressed dismay 
at the fact that Jews were still 
being mistreated, also not-
ing that many other minori-
ties in his area face similar 
struggles.

“Seventy years after the 
Holocaust, it’s hard to believe 
these incidents are happen-
ing,” he said. “Hate crimes 
are also targeting other mi-
norities in my district who’ve 
come from as far away as 
South Asia.”

Cooper said 2015 was a 
“disastrous year,” noting 
that new alliances have to be 
created.

“We are confronting an un-
precedented and toxic combi-
nation of terrorist threats, an 
online subculture of hate and 
theologically and ideologi-
cally fueled anti-Semitism... 
To defeat anti-Semitism, we 
need to build new coalitions,” 
he said.

double parking cars for pickup 
and drop off daily.

“You cannot conduct a com-
mercial operation in a residen-
tial home. What makes it worse 
if you think about it is that it is 
a semi-attached home,” Avella 
said. “What facilities do they 
have in there for cooking? Do 
they have propane or a larg-
er-than-normal commercial 
stove? Could there be an explo-
sion that not only affects them 
but affects neighboring prop-
erties?”

The Health Department 
said it was finally able to fully 
inspect the house with the 
presence of the owner Tues-
day, and found no evidence of 
illegal food production or the 
use or removal of equipment 
used for the commercial pro-
duction of food.

The property, which is 
deeded to John and Sophia 
Sideris of Roslyn Heights, L.I., 
has two open complaints filed 
against it on the Department 
of Building’s website and 11 in 
total since August 2015. Nine 
specifically allege the resi-
dence was being used as an il-
legal food business.

The property owners did 
not respond to requests for 
comment from the TimesLedg-
er Newspapers

. Avella said he spoke to 
them, at which time they told 
him they would put an end to 
the tenant’s operation, but he 
has not heard from them since 
and food is still being produced 
and sent out.

“I want to thank the De-
partment of Health, because 
they have been very respon-
sive and there is no doubt they 
have been trying to do the job,” 
the senator said. “On the other 
hand, the Department of Build-
ings still has not responded 
to my initial requests. This 
place, if they don’t stop, should 
be padlocked — period.”

The Department of Build-
ings said it has been respond-
ing to the complaints, but has 
not been able to confirm what 
neighbors allege.

“In response to complaints 
from the public, we attempted 
to inspect the building twice 
last month but could not gain 
access,” a DOB spokesman 
said. “Our Queens inspection 
team will revisit this site in 
the near future.”

One of the complaints 
lodged on the DOB’s website 
claims several neighbors have 
witnessed a house of wor-
ship being operated out of the 
home, where the current ten-
ants have had a lease since 
April. The complaint alleged 
that dozens of people were be-
ing taken to the home via a 
church bus and that neighbors 

often heard singing and chant-
ing from outside.

If the tenants are produc-
ing food for a house of worship, 
temporary food service estab-
lishment laws governing the 
production of food not made 
for profit do not apply unless 
produced for an event open to 
the public, the Health Depart-
ment said. Avella said in his 
investigation, the place where 
the food has been distributed 
had not been determined.         

Marisa Tarantino, a neigh-
bor who lives in the attached 
residence said the smell of food 
at all times of day is overwhelm-
ing in her own home, often caus-
ing her to leave. She said the 
hours of operation are always 
different in what she believes 
is an attempt throw off those 
complaining or those agencies 
trying to enforce laws.

“We are in fear of a fire … 
we’re afraid of rodents. There 
are cars coming in and out of 
here and we don’t know what’s 
going on,” Tarantino said. 
“Our hands are tied — we 
don’t know what to do and we 
are desperate — we are in fear, 
and it’s not fair. We are hon-
est, taxpaying citizens and all 
we want is the respect that we 
give the community.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Tuition

cil is to raise awareness of the 
growing number and needs of 
Chinese immigrants and to 
inform the community of the 
available services that Self-
help has,” Kaplan said. Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), U.S. Rep. Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
City Councilwoman Marga-
ret Chin (D-Manhattan) and 
five other Queens elected of-
ficials also praised the newly 
formed council.  

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY  
January 24th 
Noon to 3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!

 Yo
v


