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BY MADINA TOURE
 
After more than six months 

of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s deci-
sion to impose a state of emer-
gency on the nail salon industry, 

state Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) has introduced the 
Transparency in Enforcement 
Act to combat what he has called 
selective enforcement of the law 
against salons owned by Asian 

immigrants. 
A number of angry nail salon 

owners waving signs attended 
the Tuesday crowded news con-
ference.

 The act will amend the execu-

tive law, requiring every state 
agency, board or commission that 
directly or by contract reports 
demographic data resulting from 
any inspections, pending cases or 
penalties to base the data on race, 
gender and region.  

“It’s been six months of de-
monization and vilification of the 
industry,” Kim said. 

At the news conference at the 
Mudan Restaurant in Flushing, 
at least 100 nail salon owners 
chanted phrases on signs they 
held up such as “Nail salon own-
ers are NOT monsters!!,” “Don’t 
kill small business!,” “We are not 
criminals!” and “We need sup-
port, not harassment!” They also 
noted the majority of nail salon 
owners are Asian women, who 
are unfairly targeted. 

Based on a New York Times in-
vestigative report in May, Cuomo 
launched a task force and imposed 
emergency regulations May 18 to 
crack down on nail salons, accord-
ing to Kim.

The lawmaker charged that 
despite a new law restricting the 
state’s ability to unfairly target 
and single out one community, 
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At Francis Lewis HS in Fresh Meadows, teams of tech-minded teens compete for a spot next month in the citywide 
First Tech Challange robotics championships, which will also be held in Queens. See story on Page 5.  

Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred low-wage air-
port workers rallied with elected 
officials, religious and communi-
ty leaders at LaGuardia Airport 
Monday demanding a $15 mini-
mum wage and union rights. Co-
ordinated actions took place at 10 
other airports across the country 
in other cities, including Boston, 
Chicago and Philadelphia, with 
all marking Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. 

Speakers including City Coun-
cilmen Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), both sons of 
32BJ SEUI members, who offered 
their support. 

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said, “There’s a 
homeless shelter in my district 
where 48 percent of the adults 
have full-time jobs but they can’t 
afford rent or put food on their ta-
ble. We must raise the minimum 
wage.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo agreed, 
penning an op-ed piece published 
 Monday calling for higher pay for 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Overall crime across the borough was down 
last year by an 6 percent and across the city by 1.7 
percent when compared to 2014, according to 2015 
data reported by police officials. 

In Queens North, which covers the 104th, 

Major crime falls 6%
in borough’s precincts

BY BILL PARRY

After a brief tour of the 
new Queens Boulevard 
bike lane in front of the 
Razi School in Woodside 
Tuesday, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio offered praise for the 
city Department of Trans-
portation.

 Just six months into 
the first phase of its $100 
million Queens Boulevard 
Reconstruction project its 
new bike lanes were recog-
nized as being among the 
best in the country by a na-
tional cycling group.

 More importantly, DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-

tenberg produced a chart 
that showed there were no 
fatalities on Queens Bou-
levard in 2015 when the 
phase one redesign began, 
and just two in 2014 when 
the speed limit was lowered 
to 25 miles per hour.

The chart shows there 

Woodside community advocate Bill Kregler 
believes the Queens Boulevard redesign 
has put the thoroughfare on the road to 
ruin. Photo courtesy Bill Kregler

Ron Kim challenges governor
Flushing assemblyman launches bill to reverse ‘demonization’ of nail salons

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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Queens Blvd on ‘road to ruin’

JFK, LGA 
workers rally
for $15 wage

TECH WARS
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Neighbors push against 
alleged illegal food biz

BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) rallied outside 
a single-family rental home 
in Bayside Tuesday with 
many concerned neighbors 
fearing potential hazard-
ous consequences from 
what they allege is a com-
mercial food operation be-
ing conducted illegally.

Residents lodged com-
plaints with the appropri-
ate city agencies and called 
on Avella to look into the 
suspected business being 
run at 33-31 204th St. Avella 
said he called on both the 
city Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene and 
the city Department of 
Buildings to investigate.

The Health Department 
sent cease-and-desist or-
ders to both the property 
owners and the tenants 
after attempting to investi-
gate resulting only in a vio-
lation, which was paid.

But neighbors still claim 
they smell potent food odors 
and burning oil  at all times 
of day and night.  They also 
say they have seen a large 
propane tank being taken 
inside and many different 
people go in and out of the 
home carrying large food 
containers while double 
parking cars for pickup and 
drop off daily.

“You cannot conduct a 
commercial operation in 
a residential home. What 
makes it worse if you think 
about it is that it is a semi-
attached home,” Avella 
said. “What facilities do 
they have in there for cook-
ing? Do they have propane 
or a larger-than-normal 
commercial stove? Could 
there be an explosion that 
not only affects them but 
affects neighboring proper-
ties?”

The Health Department 
said it was finally able to 
fully inspect the house 
with the presence of the 
owner Tuesday, and found 
no evidence of illegal food 
production or the use or 
removal of equipment used 
for the commercial produc-

tion of food.
The property, which is 

deeded to John and Sophia 
Sideris of Roslyn Heights, 
L.I., has two open com-
plaints filed against it on 
the Department of Build-
ing’s website and 11 in to-
tal since August 2015. Nine 
specifically allege the resi-
dence was being used as an 
illegal food business.

The property owners 
did not respond to requests 
for comment from the 
TimesLedger Newspapers

. Avella said he spoke to 
them, at which time they 
told him they would put an 
end to the tenant’s opera-
tion, but he has not heard 
from them since and food 
is still being produced and 
sent out.

“I want to thank the De-
partment of Health, because 
they have been very respon-
sive and there is no doubt 
they have been trying to do 
the job,” the senator said. 
“On the other hand, the De-
partment of Buildings still 
has not responded to my 
initial requests. This place, 
if they don’t stop, should be 
padlocked — period.”

The Department of 
Buildings said it has been 
responding to the com-
plaints, but has not been 

able to confirm what neigh-
bors allege.

“In response to com-
plaints from the public, we 
attempted to inspect the 
building twice last month 
but could not gain access,” 
a DOB spokesman said. 
“Our Queens inspection 
team will revisit this site in 
the near future.”

One of the complaints 
lodged on the DOB’s website 
claims several neighbors 
have witnessed a house of 
worship being operated 
out of the home, where the 
current tenants have had a 
lease since April. The com-
plaint alleged that dozens of 
people were being taken to 
the home via a church bus 
and that neighbors often 
heard singing and chant-
ing from outside.

If the tenants are pro-
ducing food for a house of 
worship, temporary food 
service establishment laws 
governing the production 
of food not made for profit 
do not apply unless pro-
duced for an event open to 
the public, the Health De-
partment said. Avella said 
in his investigation, the 
place where the food has 
been distributed had not 
been determined.         

State Sen. Tony Avella rallies with neighbors of a home on 204th 
Street in Bayside, where tenants allegedly conduct an illegal food 
production business. Photo by Tom Momberg
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A few homeless veterans 
were scheduled to move last 
week into the much disput-
ed affordable housing units 
owned by Queens landlord 
Rita Stark in Hollis despite 
pushback from community 
members, according to the 
city’s Human Resources 
Administration 

While the city and state 
administrations gather 
forces to end homelessness, 
dozens of Hollis communi-
ty members are putting on 
the gloves to stop govern-
ment agencies from bring-
ing homeless veterans into 
affordable housing units in 
their neighborhood. 

The community organi-
zation People for the Neigh-
borhood has launched a 
legal and grassroots bat-
tle against the city after 
months of protesting re-
sulted in no action by city 
officials. 

In December the city’s 
Human Resources Admin-
istration said the six build-
ings at 202-02 to 202-24 Hol-

lis Ave. would be used as 
affordable housing units 
for 90 homeless veterans. 
The properties are owned 
by Stark and managed by 
the Bluestone Group, which 
has a history of reaching 
deals with nonprofit and 

city agencies behind closed 
doors.

The city and state have 
argued that growing num-
ber of homeless New York-
ers — an estimated 60,000 
in the shelter system,  ac-
cording to the Coalition 

for the Homeless — have 
become a major concern. 
In Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
State of the State address 
last week, he unveiled a $20 
billion proposal to be spent 
over five years to reduce 
the number of homeless 
New Yorkers. Cuomo said 
the state will add 100,000 
permanent affordable hous-
ing units, 6,000 new sup-
portive housing beds and 
1,000 emergency shelter 
beds over that span.

Last year HRA Depu-
ty Commissioner David 
Neustadt told Timesledger 
in an email about the Hol-
lis property that “we are 
working on making this 
permanent affordable hous-
ing for veterans as part of 
the national effort to end 
homelessness for veterans.” 
Neustadt said Wednes-
day several homeless vets 
would move into the Hollis 
properties this week.

Even though the city and 
state have taken the lead 
in curbing homelessness, 
People for the Neighbor-
hood began by taking the 

city to court and obtaining 
a temporary restraining 
order granted in Queens Su-
preme Court. The restrain-
ing order was dismissed last 
week, however,  due to the 
wrong entity named on the 
petition, according to court 
records. 

Anthony Rivers, spokes-
man for People for the 
Neighborhood, said they 
have filed for a permanent 
injunction with the correct 
entity against the property 
this time. “We are engaged 
now because we will be 
stuck in a situation if we do 
not fight,” he said. 

The group also received 
supporting affidavits from 
city Public Advocate Leti-
tia James, state Sens. Le-
roy Comrie (D-Hollis) and 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park), Rev. James 
Barnwell from Mt. Olivet 
Baptist Church, Rev. Phil 
Craig from Greater Spring-
field Community Church 
and Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams. 

According to court re-

cords, Adams’ affidavit said 
“the Fair Share Criteria 
were developed as a way to 
provide communities with a 
transparent decision-mak-
ing process that facilitates 
adequate planning and 
takes communities’ needs 
into account. Community 
Board 12 has been denied 
the benefits of this law and 
practice.”

The community’s  main 
argument against the hous-
ing solution for the home-
less veterans has been the 
oversaturation of homeless 
shelters across southeast 
Queens. In the borough, 
there are an estimated 22 
shelters and over 50 per-
cent of those shelters are lo-
cated in southeast Queens 
neighborhoods. Yet the city 
has argued that the units 
at the Hollis properties are 
affordable housing and not 
homeless shelters. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
City Councilmen Barry 

Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), along 
with state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows), were among 13 
lawmakers across the city 
who have joined with the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 
to urge President Barack 
Obama to convene a sum-
mit on anti-Semitism, in-
voking the legacy of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, 
associate dean of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in Los 
Angeles, unveiled the cen-
ter’s “Top Ten Anti-Semit-
ic/Anti-Israel Incidents” 
Jan. 14 at the center at 226 
E. 42nd St.

The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center is a global human 
rights organization that re-

searches the Holocaust and 
hate in historic and contem-
porary contexts. Named for 
Nazi hunter Simon Wiesen-

thal, its educational arm, 
the Museum of Tolerance 
in Los Angeles, Calif., forc-
es visitors to confront big-

otry and racism. 
In the report, the center 

said that sports venues in 
Europe witnessed “shock-
ing anti-Semitic chants” in 
front of tens of thousands of 
fans at soccer matches and 
that the nuclear deal has 
not diminished Iranian 
threats against the Jewish 
state.

The center said in its re-
port that genocidal hatred 
and threats against Jews 
have increasingly become 
a staple of ISIS online pro-
paganda. It also attributes 
the 14-victim shooting in 
San Bernardino, Calif. last 
month to “hatred of Jews.” 
Lancman cited the severity 
of the incidents mentioned 
in the report. 

“The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center’s Top Ten are but 
the tip of the iceberg, but 
they reveal that the mega-
events start with hate at 

home and on the streets,” 
he said. “If we’re not care-
ful, they can turn into the 
new normal.”

Grodenchik stressed 
the historical significance 
of his district and its con-
nection to the Jewish com-
munity, referring to the 
discrimination the English 
Quakers faced in the 1600s. 

“My district, which in-
cludes Flushing, Queens, 
was the community that 
first invited persecuted 
minorities to settle in what 
was then the New World,” 
he said. “Now in 2016, we 
are again confronted with 
that same persecution.” 

Weprin expressed dis-
may at the fact that Jews 
were still being mistreated, 
also noting that many other 
minorities in his area face 
similar struggles.

“Seventy years after 
the Holocaust, it’s hard to 

believe these incidents are 
happening,” he said. “Hate 
crimes are also targeting 
other minorities in my dis-
trict who’ve come from as 
far away as South Asia.”

Cooper said 2015 was a 
“disastrous year,” noting 
that new alliances have to 
be created.

“We are confronting an 
unprecedented and toxic 
combination of terrorist 
threats, an online subcul-
ture of hate and theologi-
cally and ideologically fu-
eled anti-Semitism... To 
defeat anti-Semitism, we 
need to build new coali-
tions,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Hollis faces dilemma on homeless vets 

Six buildings on Hollis Avenue are set to be used as affordable 
housing for homeless vets. Photo by Anthony Rivers

Boro pols ask Obama to hold anti-Semitism summit

Queens elected officials are among lawmakers asking U.S. 
President Barack Obama to convene a summit on anti-Semitism. 

Photo courtesy of Simon Wiesenthal Center
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“Big Enough to Challenge  —  Small Enough to Care”

The Lutheran School
of Flushing and Bayside

3601 Bell Blvd, Bayside  (718) 225-5502  www.lsfb.org

We are a Nursery, Free Full-Day Pre-K, Kindergarten, 
and Grades 1-8 School. We offer before and after 
school care along with after school clubs all in a 

caring, Christian environment.

OPEN HOUSES
10 am – 12pm, February 6th & March 5th
or arrange to stop in during school hours (9 am – 2 pm)

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

Ground breaking held 
for Hallets Pt. project

BY BILL PARRY

There was an air of ex-
citement at the Astoria wa-
terfront last week as Mayor 
de Blasio and city officials 
helped break ground on the 
massive Hallets Point de-
velopment. 

The Durst Organiza-
tion and Lincoln Equities 
will build the $1.5 billion 
complex with 2,400 apart-
ments, 480 of which will 
be affordable, as well as 
68,000-square-feet of retail 
space, on seven-acre par-
cel of land along the East 
River.

“We’re thrilled to get 
shovels in the ground and 
bring a long-awaited ad-
dition to this community 
to fruition,” de Blasio said 
Jan. 13. “This is a project 
that delivers for the near-
by Astoria Houses and 
strengthens this communi-
ty with a new school, open 
space and a supermarket.”

The 2.5-million-square-
foot complex includes sev-
en residential buildings, 
two of which will be 100 
percent affordable. The de-
velopment will also feature 
a waterfront esplanade and 
park space plus a reopened 
section of Astoria Boule-
vard with improved bus 
services.

“I am very excited to wel-
come the new state-of-the-
art development into my 
district at Hallets Point,” 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “Current-
ly, this stretch of Queens 
waterfront is isolated and 
underused, and it suffers 
from a lack of transporta-
tion and retail. This project 
will help breathe new life 
into the community.”

Astoria Houses NYCHA 
complex, residents are an-
ticipating job opportunities 
before, during and after the 
construction of the Hallets 
Point development.  

The Durst Organiza-
tion partnered with Urban 
Upbound to to help resi-
dents gain access access  to 
construction job opportu-
nities.. A total of 35 have 
already been hired for site 
preparation work and an-
other 100 have received job 
training for the construc-
tion phase of the project.

Residents of the Astoria 
Houses will have rental 
preference for 50 percent 
of all affordable housing 
units. Claudia Coger, the 
president of the Astoria 
Houses Residents Associa-
tion, called the project an 
answer to their prayers.

“Lincoln (Equities) be-
gan working with, and lis-
tening to, the community 
on day one of the project,” 
she said. “For decades 
there has been talk of revi-
talizing and reconnecting 
the community to the rest 
of our neighborhood, but 
those efforts have always 

fallen short. As a 50-year 
resident of the Astoria 
Houses it is tremendously 
gratifying to see this proj-
ect move forward and we 
are eager to work with the 
Dursts and Lincoln to make 
sure this project is the best 
it can be.”

The complex will be the 
first outside Manhattan for 
the eco-friendly Durst Or-
ganization. Hallets Point 
will be off the grid, supply-
ing almost all of its own 
energy with three co-gen-
eration plants that will gen-
erate electricity, hot water, 
heating and cooling.

“21st century develop-
ment must be affordable, 
contextual and sustainable. 
The Hallets Point develop-
ment helps bring our city 
closer towards these goals,” 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “The 483 units will 
be available to working 
families who need it most. 
The on-site generation and 
Blackwater reclamation 
system will make the com-
munity greener and more 
sustainable. This project 
changes the entire para-
digm here.”

 Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio (c.) helps break ground for the mammoth Hallets Point development that will un-
lock Astoria's waterfront. Photo by Bill Parry
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To speak with our Admissions Department, please contact:

Mr. Robert Botero 
Admissions Director

To Know. To Love. To Serve.

Congratulations to the Class of 2020  
on your acceptance!

We look forward to an enriching four years and welcoming 
you to Holy Cross High School.

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)
admissions@holycrosshs.org

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, New York, 11358
www.holycrosshs.org

Visit www.HolyCrossHS.org to view the Class of 2020 scholarship recipients 
and all of the exciting Holy Cross happenings.  

Robot-mania arrives at Francis Lewis HS
First Tech Challenge brings students from over 32 tri-state area schools for tournament

BY GABRIEL ROM

Justin Pepe had a slice 
of pepperoni pizza in one 
hand and a pen in the oth-
er. Pepe, 15, a member of 
the Syosset Robotics team, 
was frantically sketching 
a redesign of his competi-
tive robot in the cafeteria of 
Francis Lewis High School 
in Fresh Meadows, other-
wise known this past week-
end as “The Pit.” 

Justin was joined by 
more than 100 other stu-
dents from over 20 high 
schools around the tri-
state area competing at the 
two-day FIRST Tech Chal-
lenge robotics qualifiers.
The competition required 
teams to design, develop 
and build robots based on 
sound engineering prin-
ciples—and then put the 
robots to the test in the an-
nual match-up. 

The specific challenge, 

which changes yearly, was 
announced in September, 
forcing teams to develop a 
unique strategy, engineer 
their robot and then pro-
gram it for competition. 

“Teamwork is para-
mount,” said  Sam Alexan-
der, High School program 

manager for NYC FIRST, 
a non-profit organization 
that helps organize the 
tournament.

“This replicates pro en-
gineering,” Alexander add-
ed. “You have cost and time 
constraints. You need to 
plan and you need to work 

with a team.”
In the Francis Lewis 

gym, Robot 10791 circled 
a makeshift robot arena, 
dodging its opponent. Four 
teams of three huddled 
around, controllers in 
hand.

The goal was for each 
team to use their robot to 
pick up and move debris 
into hard-to-reach goals  

Suddenly, one of the 
robot’s mechanical arms 
started slamming down on 
the little plastic blocks.

Alex Koldy, 15, captain 
of the Forest Hills Mighty 
Mechanics, stood behind 
his robot’s operator and 
controller.

“Put the lever down,” he 
barked. “Move it down, just 
a little more!”

“Robot 10791 has 
dropped in a block!” said 
the announcer. A group of 
parents cheered wildly.

Alexander explained 

that the program marries 
sheer fun with complex 
problem solving. “When 
you are solving problems 
with friends, that’s when 
you want to keep doing 
something,” he said.

Back in the Pit, there 
was a flurry of activity. 

Robotics teams were 
repairing their machines, 
testing out new designs, 
arguing about what had 
gone wrong or cheering 
about what had gone right. 
A voice came over the PA 
system. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I 
found myself a joke: Is it hot 
in here or did your internal 
fan just system combust?”

The novice comedian 
was met with light-hearted 
boos.

At the table for the For-
est Hills Mighty Mechan-
ics, Derek Pastor, 15, from 
Middle Village could barely 
contain his excitement.

“We have come up with 
this genius measure,” he 
said.

The team had connected 
a tape measure to a motor 
in an attempt to jerry-rig 
the robot so it could bet-
ter pick up the blocks and 
move them. 

Pastor raised his hands 
in triumph. “It works!”

The Mighty Mechanics 
grew out of a small program 
with only four people in 
2006, to 120 in 2015, said If-
fat Mai, director of the For-
est Hills Robotics League.

“At PS 144, there was 
no robotics program,” she 
said, “so we just decided to 
start one, and by word of 
mouth it spread.”

Alex, who has spent six 
years in robotics, says his 
biggest dream is to work in 
the aerospace industry.

Derek said his favorite 
part of the event is the col-
laborative process.

Designs of robots are posted online and teams often collabora-
tively to improve robots together. Michael Shain



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
24

, 2
01

6
6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure, Sadef Kully, 
Tom Momberg, Gabriel Rom
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Copy/Production Editor: Steven 
Barnes
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. Hellman, 
William Lewis, Prem Calvin Prashad

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

BY GABRIEL ROM

On the same day Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced  his of-
fice had created an Animal 
Cruelty Prosecution Unit, a 
Jackson Heights man was 
charged with aggravated 
animal cruelty after alleg-
edly killing his girlfriend’s 
3-year-old Chihuahua.

“A Queens resident is 
accused of pulling his girl-
friend’s small dog out of 
her hands during a verbal 
argument and killing the 
helpless animal by violent-
ly throwing the dog to the 
floor,” Brown said. “Such 
acts of aggression toward 
animals cannot—and will 
not—be tolerated.”

The mandate of the Ani-
mal Cruelty Prosecutions 
Unit — the first of its kind 
in a district attorney’s of-
fice in New York City —will 
be to investigate and prose-

cute animal cruelty crimes 
and to educate the public 
about how to prevent and 
detect abuse of animals.

In creating the unit, 
Brown also announced 
he has appointed veteran 
Queens prosecutor Nicolet-
ta Caferri as its first chief. 
Caferri has been with the 
Queens DA’s office since 
1992.

Brown said the Animal 
Cruelty Prosecutions Unit 
will work closely with the 
Police Department’s newly 
formed Animal Cruelty In-
vestigations Squad, which 
assumed the ASPCA’s law 
enforcement function in 
July 2014).  

The DA identified the de-
fendant in the Chihuahua 
case as Carlos Hernandez, 
32, of 73rd Street in Jackson 
Heights.  Hernandez is pres-
ently awaiting arraignment 
in Queens Criminal Court 
on a criminal complaint 
charging him with aggra-
vated cruelty to animals, 
fourth-degree criminal 
mischief and endangering 
the welfare of a child,Brown 
said.

  If convicted, he faces up 
to four years in prison.

 Brown said Hernandez 
was inside his girlfriend’s 
Forest Hills residence 
around 4:15 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 10, and engaged in a 
verbal dispute with her.  It 
is alleged that Hernandez 
grabbed the Chihuahua out 
of her hands and slammed 
the dog against the floor, 
causing the dog to bleed 
from its ears and collapse.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Hundreds of fam-

ily, friends and commu-
nity members gathered at 
Praise Tabernacle Church 
on Sutphin Boulevard Sat-
urday to attend funeral 
services for 16-year old Ji-
had Jackson, whose shoot-
ing on New Year’s Eve in 
South Jamaica left the 
community shocked and 
angry.

Somber, young faces 
of men and women stood 
shoulder to shoulder in the 
back of the church with 
tear-filled eyes, shocked 
by the tragic death of their 
friend who they knew as J-
Rock.

A half hour before mid-
night on the last day of the 
year, 103rd Precinct police 
officers found Jihad, who 
was from Rosedale, at the 
corner of 109th Avenue and 
Merrick Boulevard with a 
gunshot wound to the neck. 
He was unresponsive, ac-
cording to police officials, 
who said emergency re-
sponders pronounced Ji-
had dead at the scene.

Inspector John Cappel-
man said Jihad had trav-
eled back to his Rosedale 
home from Washington, 
D.C., where he had been on 
a family trip. He stopped 
over at a friend’s house and 
hung out with some pals 
to celebrate the new year 
when a gun went off and 
shot him. 

“I am 50-something and 
I have lost a lot people in my 

life,” Erica Ford, founder of 
anti-violence community 
organization LifeCamp, 
told the congregation at the 
funeral. “He is in a special 
place that he will never 
have to leave—this brother 
was loved.”

Ford along with hun-
dreds of community mem-
bers organized a rally Jan.7 
to address the gun violence, 
which has plagued minor-
ity neighborhoods within 
southeast Queens, where 
Jihad’s death has become a 
stark example of senseless 
killings.

During the funeral, 
Jihad’s grandmother De-
lores Jackson, alongside 
his mother, Marguerite 

Tolson-Jackson, read the 
last Mother’s Day card she 
received from her grand-
son. “I love you so much, 
I would not be the young 
man that I am if it wasn’t 
for you loving me too,”he 
had written. 

Songs were sung and 
poems were read while 
his little niece in a floral 
print gray dress walked 
up and down the aisle, let-
ting out giggles to cheer up 
the mourners. The funeral 
ended with a prayer for the 
Jackson family. Jihad left 
behind his parents, four 
brothers, four sisters and 
his grandparents.  

According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 

Queens district attorney, 
three suspects were ar-
rested and charged with 
tampering with evidence—
Eduardo Placencia, 18; 
Natalie Placencia, 49, Edu-
ardo’s mother; and her boy-
friend, Dorian Carr, 48. 

Police sources said there 
was evidence from the Pla-
cencia home on Merrick 
Boulevard indicating that 
after Jihad was shot, he was 
moved outside, where inves-
tigators found a bloody cloth 
in the bushes.

Investigators have not 
yet found the gun involved 
in the shooting, according 
to Cappelman, and police 
said the investigation was 
ongoing.

The funeral of Jihad Jackson, a victim of gun violence, at the Praise Tabernacle Church at Sutphin 
Boulevard drew hundreds of mourners. Jackson left behind his parents, four brothers, four sisters 
and his grandparents.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens DA launches
animal cruelty unit

One community mourns
Jamaica turns out to bury teenager killed on New Year’s Eve

The first case prosecuted by 
Queens DA Richard Brown’s 
new animal cruelty unit is 
against a Jackson Heights 
man accused of killing a 
Chihuahua like this one.  

Courtesy of Wikimedia/Florinux
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O'NEILL'S FAMOUS MOUTH WATIERING WINGS 
BEST BUFFALO WINGS IN N.Y. 

GOT A GAME PLAN? 
O’NEILL’S Maspeth

) 65 Tvs With Surround Sound
) Personal Tvs In The Grill Room And Bar Area
) 8 Foot Projection Screen ) Bucket Specials

The Perfect Venue 
for Game Time

Let Us Cater You Big 
Game Football Party

Free Delivery And Pickup

Main DishesSalads and Sides
HOUSE OR CAESAR SALAD

MARION SALAD (SALAMI, CELERY, 
SWEET CHERRY PEPPERS, AND 

PROVOLONE CHEESE)
MACARONI OR POTATO SALAD

COLESLAW
ROASTED POTATOES

RICE PILAF
MASHED POTATOES

STEAMED BROCCOLI
CREAMED SPINACH 

Appetizers
SHRIMP COCKTAIL
FRIED CALAMARI  

(BUFFALO, THAI OR MARINARA)
BAKED CLAMS

MOZZARELLA STICKS
CHICKEN FINGERS 

(BUFFALO OR REGULAR)
HAMBURGER SLIDERS

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS WINGS
PIZZA

BAKED ZITI
RIGATONI ALA VODKA
RIGATONI MARINARA

RIGATONI CARBONARA
RIGATONI WITH BROCCOLI,  

GARLIC AND OIL
LINGUINE WITH CLAMS –  

RED OR WHITE SAUCE
EGGPLANT PARMESAN

PEPPER STEAK
SLICED SIRLOIN OF BEEF 

VIRGINIA HAM
ROASTED MARYLAND TURKEY

CHICKEN FRANCAISE
CHICKEN MARSALA

SLICED CHICKEN  
CORDON BLEU

CHICKEN PARMESAN
LOIN OF PORK WITH 

SAUERKRAUT 
KIELBASA

SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE

SHEPARDS PIE
ALASKAN KING SALMON

ST. PETER’S FISH
FRIED JUMBO SHRIMP

FRIED FLOUNDER
STUFFED FILET OF SOLE

SHRIMP SCAMPI

CATERING MENU

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com
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Cuomo has extended his 
state of emergency three 
times to unilaterally take 
punitive measures against 
nail salon workers and 
owners.

Peter Yu of the Chinese 
Nail Salon Association of 
East America said Cuomo’s 
action makes the industry 
“even more hostile than 
before.”

“Many of you know since 
May of last year...we small 
business owners are trying 
so hard to survive,” Yu said 
through a translator.

The Chinese and Kore-
an nail salon trade groups 
teamed up to conduct a 
small business survey of 
200 businesses—a roughly 
5 percent sample of the in-
dustry—to measure the im-
pact of Cuomo’s executive 
action against nail salons. 

The survey found that 
since May, 54 percent of nail 
salons laid off workers.

Some 80 percent of nail 
salon owners found wage 
bonds to be unfair and bur-
densome and 28 percent 

encountered inappropriate 
behavior from investiga-
tors, communication prob-
lems or other difficulties 
during investigations, ac-
cording to the survey.

About 23 percent of sur-
veyed owners received fines 
and penalties from targeted 
enforcement and only one 
store had any issues with 
unpaid wages, the survey 
found.

About 17 percent closed 
their shops while 71 percent 
want to get out of the indus-
try by selling or shutting 
down, the survey added.

Sangho Lee of the Ko-
rean Nail Salon Associa-

tion called for more trans-
parency in the inspection 
process, urging the state to 
help the workers.

“When the inspectors go 
to the nail salons, they don’t 
even talk to the workers ... 
We think that the inspec-
tion is very biased,” Lee 
said through a translator. 

The New York State Nail 
Salon Industry Enforce-
ment Task Force’s Bill of 
Rights for nail workers 
indicates that employees 
must be paid at least $6.60 
an hour before tips for the 
first 40 hours per week and 
$8.75 an hour if they do not 
earn tips. Workers must 

Continued from Page 1 

Salons
the nearly 8,000 airport 
workers at LaGuardia and 
Kennedy Airport.

“In 2015, New York 
led the fight for fair pay,” 
Cuomo wrote. “We raised 
the hourly wage for thou-
sands of fast-food workers 
to $15 per hour and in-
creased base pay for state 
workers to $15 an hour by 
2021. Yet for all the prog-
ress we’ve made, we have 
not achieved important 
wage increases for air-
port worker, preventing 
thousands of hardwork-
ing people from taking 
home a fair and honest 
day’s pay.”

Before leading a march 
across the 94th Street 
Bridge, where he was ar-
rested with 24 others by 
Port Authority Police in 
front of Terminal B, 32BJ 
SEUI President Hector 
Figueroa thanked Cuomo 
for his support.

“He called on the Port 
Authority to get us to 
$10.10 per hour and now 
he has to keep going,” 

Figueroa said. “Now we 
call on the Port Author-
ity to just do it. We believe 
they have the legal right 
to do this by executive ac-
tion. Other airports have 
done it in Philadelphia, 

Miami and San Francisco 
and now it is time to do it 
here in New York City.”

The Port Authority of 
New Jersey and New York 
had no comment.

Continued from Page 1 

Workers

Nail salon owners yelled chants such as "We are not criminals!," 
claiming they are unfairly targeted by a state nail salon law. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Hundreds of low-wage airport workers rally to demand a $15 
minimum wage and union rights before 25 were arrested. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY  
January 31st 
Noon to 3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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were 185 fatalities on 
Queens Boulevard between 
1990 and 2015 with a single-
year high of 24 in 1993.

“When we talked about 
Vision Zero starting in 2014, 
one of the things we said in 
my team was we were not 
going to allow any street 
in this city to be called the 
Boulevard of Death any-
more,” de Blasio said. “The 
notion that somehow that 
had been tolerated for years 
was absolutely unaccept-
able to us and it had to be 
changed. It had to become a 
boulevard of life.”

But one 25-year resident 
of Woodside has a different 
name in mind. Community 
advocate and safety consul-
tant Bill Kregler believes 
that if changes are not made 
to the boulevard’s redesign 
plan, it will become known 
as the “Road to Ruin.”

During a walking tour 
with DOT officials and 
community leaders last 
week, Kregler handed Trot-
tenberg a 35-page detailed 
report, complete with 116 
photographs, that he au-

thored. The report docu-
ments the deterioration of 
the service road driving 
lanes that have been ne-
glected as construction of 
the bike lanes became the 
DOT’s priority.

“In their rush to create a 
commuter lane for cyclists, 
and removing travel lanes 
along one of the busiest 
roadways in the city for the 
first time, they’ve created a 
mess with potholes, crack-
ing asphalt and sinking and 
collapsing of the service 
utility cover, because all 
that traffic is being forced 
into one overused lane,” 
Kregler said. “Since its 
implementation, vehicles 
have slowed to a crawl dur-
ing the morning and eve-
ning rush hours, creating 
bottlenecks, and motorists 
peel off dangerously down 
our side streets, creating a 
safety hazard for our chil-
dren and seniors. Woodside 
is getting the shaft here and 
it is becoming a dangerous 
situation.”

Kregler said Trottenberg 
did not seem to be pleased 
to receive his report, al-
though a DOT spokesman 
confirmed it was being 
reviewed. Kregler is a for-

mer housing cop turned 
firefighter who went on to 
become a fire marshal and 
current president of the 
Fire Marshal’s Benevolent 
Association. He also spent 
10 years on the Community 
Educational Council as a 
representative of the bor-
ough president. 

Kregler emphasized 
that he believes in the bike 
lanes, but that their loca-
tion was poorly conceived 
and this is affecting the 
quality of life along the 
boulevard in Woodside.

“I offered my services 
to the commissioner to 
walk with two union engi-
neers, not managers, but 
they don’t want to do it,” 
Kregler said. “I may have 
ruffled some feathers, but 
the fact is they didn’t have 
to take away traffic lanes, 
they could have put the 
bike lanes by the sidewalk. 
It’s not too late to fix this 
design because nothing is 
permanent until they start 
pouring the concrete. Then 
it will be everyone’s prob-
lem as they move further 
east for Phase 2 and 3 begin-
ning next year.”

108th, 109th, 110th, 111th, 
112th, 114th and 115th pre-
cincts, there was an esti-
mated 9 percent decrease 
in overall crime and in 
Queens South, which cov-
ers the 100th, 101st, 102nd, 
103rd, 105th, 106th, 107th 
and 113th precincts, the 
crime rate decreased by 3.2 
percent, according to the 
latest NYPD statistics.

The highest number of 
murders, a total of nine, 
occurred in the 113th Pre-
cinct, which covers neigh-
borhoods in and around  
St. Albans, Hollis, Spring-
field Gardens, South Ozone 
Park, South Jamaica, Ad-
disleigh Park and Locust 
Manor. The lowest number 
of murders—zero—was in 
the 111th Precinct, which 
covers neighborhoods in 
and around  Bayside, Doug-
laston, Little Neck, Au-
burndale, Hollis Hills and 
Fresh Meadows.

The precinct with the 

highest number of reported 
rape incidents, a total of 
37, was the 105th Precinct 
which covers Queens Vil-
lage, Cambria Heights, 
Laurelton, Rosedale, 
Springfield Gardens, Belle-
rose, Glen Oaks, New Hyde 
Park and Floral Park and 
the lowest number of rape 
incidents reported was a tie 
between the 111th and 112th 
precinctd, both reported six 
incidents. The 112th covers 
neighborhoods in Forest 
Hills and Rego Park. 

The highest number of 
robberies, 383 incidents 
reported, were at the 103rd 
Precinct, which covers 
neighborhoods in the down-
town Jamaica Business Dis-
trict, Hollis Park Gardens, 
Hollis, Lakewood, and Ja-
maica. The fewest robbery 
incidents, 44, were reported 
at the 112th Precinct.

The largest number of 
felony assaults, 444 inci-
dents, was reported at the 
103rd Precinct, while the 
lowest number of incidents, 
a total of 58, were reported 
at the 111th and 112th pre-
cincts. 

The highest number of 
burglaries, 358 incidents, 
was reported at the 105th 
Precinct and the lowest 
number of burglaries re-
ported, 77 incidents, oc-
curred at the 100th Precinct, 
which covers Arverne, 
Belle Harbor, Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel, Neponsit, 
Rockaway Park and Rock-
away Beach.

The highest number of 
grand larceny incidents re-
ported was 936 at the 109th 
Precinct, which covers 
downtown Flushing, East 
Flushing, Queensboro Hill, 
College Point, Malba, Whit-
estone, Beechhurst and 
Bay Terrace while the low-
est number reported, 194 
incidents, was at the 100th 
Precinct in the Rockaways. 

The highest number of 
grand larceny auto reports 
filed were by the 106th Pre-
cinct.  with 248 incidents, 
and the lowest number of 23 
at the 100th Precinct. 

The NYPD reported this 
month that overall crime 
totals for the seven major 
index crimes across the city 
fell by 1.7 percent in 2015.

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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    Super 
   Sunday 2016

       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE
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