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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Community Boards 10, 
12 and 13 unanimously ap-
proved the $265 rehabilita-
tion and conversion of the 
TWA Flight Center at JFK 
International Airport into 
a 505-room hotel. 

The proposed hotel plan 
would return the landmark 

to its 1962 glory through a 
privately funded invest-
ment. It features two six-
story hotel structures, 
which would contain 505 
rooms standing behind the 
iconic terminal. 

Built by world-renowned 
architect Eero Saarinen, 
the TWA Flight Center 
opened in 1962, ushering in 

a new era of jet air travel. 
Unable to support the size 
of modern aircraft, the ter-
minal was closed in 2001 
and has remained dark for 
the last 14 years. 

“We are proud to have 
the widespread support of 
the southeast Queens com-

BY BILL PARRY

When members of Riders Al-
liance lugged a 6-foot-tall card-
board cutout of Gov. Cuomo onto 
the No. 7 subway line in July, the 

public transit advocates were try-
ing to get the governor to address 
the MTA budget and its $14 billion 
deficit. 

On Tuesday, the Alliance 
joined other groups, such as the 

Straphangers Campaign and 
Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign, to alert 9 million daily 
MTA riders that Cuomo’s 2016-17 
budget proposal contains no new 
money for the MTA capital pro-

gram, even after the governor 
announced plans to “modernize 
and fundamentally transform the 
MTA” with billions of dollars in 
investment.

His critics claim instead of 
providing any of the $7.3 billion 
in state funding the governor 
promised toward the capital 
program, Cuomo’s budget offers 
only a non-binding reiteration of 
his 2015 promise to fund the pro-
gram. Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
committed $2.5 billion in MTA 
funding, to be provided when the 
state makes its contribution, also 
does not include any of that new 
funding in his 2016-17 budget pro-
posal. 

“Gov. Cuomo promised the 
world to transit riders, but all he 
is delivering is another IOU,” Rid-
ers Alliance Executive Director 
John Raskin said. “After all these 
promises, transit riders assumed 
there would be cash in the bud-
get, but it turns out it’s just an-
other promise. The emperor has 
no clothes, or more accurately, he 
promises he will have clothes in a 
few years, but he won’t say exact-
ly when. If Gov. Cuomo is serious 
about investing in public transit, 
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Among the most popular sledding spots in Queens is Juniper Valley Park in Middle Village, where scores of kids 
flocked this week for a thrilling run down the the steeply banked slopes.   Photo by Michael Shain

WALK IN THE PARK

BY BILL PARRY

As a medical professional for 
more than 20 years, 52-year-old 
Emily Taylor of Rego Park was 
very much against drug use and 
never tried marijuana in her 
life. Then she began suffering 
from multiple neuropathies with 
chronic stabbing pains all over 
her body beginning six years 
ago.

“I had to try and control the 
pain with huge doses of opiates 
and other narcotics that left me 
useless,” said Taylor, which is not 
her real name because she asked 
that her identity be protected. 
“Then came the recurrent mi-
graines that made me suicidal.”

When Vireo Health of New 
York opened the borough’s first 
medical marijuana dispensary 
last Friday, Taylor was the first 
patient through the door. After 
a consultation she left the facil-
ity, located at 89-55 Queens Blvd., 
just steps away from the Queens 
Center mall in Elmhurst, with a 
week’s supply of cannabis-based 
medication products in the forms 

BY BILL PARRY

A documentary film exploring the brutal anti-
gay murder of Julio Rivera in 1990 will have its 
world premiere during the Queens World Film 
Festival in March. 

“Julio of Jackson Heights” will be shown at 

Julio Rivera movie 
to debut in Jax Hgts

Three community boards approved the 
renovation of the TWA Flight Center at JFK 
Airport into a hotel. Photo by Michael Shain 

Medical pot 
dispensary 

opens in boro

Transit groups blast gov on MTA 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

TWA hotel OK’d by boards

Advocates push to alert public about lack of funding in Cuomo’s new budget



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
31

, 2
01

6
2

O'NEILL'S FAMOUS MOUTH WATIERING WINGS 
BEST BUFFALO WINGS IN N.Y. 

GOT A GAME PLAN? 
O’NEILL’S Maspeth

 65 Tvs With Surround Sound

 Personal Tvs In The Grill Room And Bar Area

 8 Foot Projection Screen  Bucket Specials

THE PERFECT VENUE FOR 
GAME DAY FESTIVITIES

TH
G

OR 

Let Us Cater You Big 

Game Football Party

Free Delivery And Pickup

Main DishesSalads and Sides
HOUSE OR CAESAR SALAD

MARION SALAD (SALAMI, CELERY, 
SWEET CHERRY PEPPERS, AND 

PROVOLONE CHEESE)
MACARONI OR POTATO SALAD

COLESLAW
ROASTED POTATOES

RICE PILAF
MASHED POTATOES

STEAMED BROCCOLI
CREAMED SPINACH 

Appetizers
SHRIMP COCKTAIL
FRIED CALAMARI  

(BUFFALO, THAI OR MARINARA)
BAKED CLAMS

MOZZARELLA STICKS
CHICKEN FINGERS 

(BUFFALO OR REGULAR)
HAMBURGER SLIDERS

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS WINGS
PIZZA

BAKED ZITI
RIGATONI ALA VODKA
RIGATONI MARINARA

RIGATONI CARBONARA
RIGATONI WITH 

BROCCOLI,  
GARLIC AND OIL

LINGUINE WITH CLAMS –  
RED OR WHITE SAUCE
EGGPLANT PARMESAN

PEPPER STEAK
SLICED SIRLOIN OF BEEF 

VIRGINIA HAM
ROASTED MARYLAND 

TURKEY
CHICKEN FRANCAISE
CHICKEN MARSALA

SLICED CHICKEN  
CORDON BLEU

CHICKEN PARMESAN
LOIN OF PORK WITH 

SAUERKRAUT 
KIELBASA

SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
CORNED BEEF AND 

CABBAGE
SHEPARDS PIE

ALASKAN KING SALMON
ST. PETER’S FISH

FRIED JUMBO SHRIMP
FRIED FLOUNDER

STUFFED FILET OF SOLE
SHRIMP SCAMPI

CATERING MENU

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com

3FT HERO: 
ASSORTED WRAPS OR SANDWICHES :
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
has approved major reno-
vations and expansions for 
two historic-district homes 
in Douglaston—one on Bay 
Street and another on Bev-
erly Road.

The Libby family—who 
have owned a free-standing 
single-family Colonial Re-
vival house at 233-20 Bay 
St. since the 1930s—has 
proposed not only repairing 
some deteriorating features 
of the home, but they also 
want to enclose the front 
porch and add space to re-
model the first-floor layout 
to accommodate their cur-
rent needs.

The 1,640-square-foot 
house was originally built 
in 1905.

Little Neck-based archi-
tect Kevin Wolfe is working 
with Alice Libby to replace 
all the existing windows 
and shutters. They have 
also proposed restoring the 

detached garage, enclosing 
the front porch with glass 
panels and rebuilding the 
rear porch.

Other proposed renova-
tions include a major exca-
vation to expand the cellar 
floor to the footprint of the 
new addition for a new large 
kitchen, walk-in closet and 
powder room. Wolfe has 
planned to reconfigure the 
first floor to turn the ex-

isting kitchen into a den, 
convert the current dining 
room into a media room and 
update the current central 
“salon” room into a dining 
room.

The LPC commission-
ers posed no objections to 
the proposal at the January 
hearing and said the plans 
were respectful of the ex-
isting house. The commis-
sion’s approval of the project 

was unanimous. Commu-
nity Board 11 previously ap-
proved the proposal.

Elizabeth and Michael 
Sitler—who bought their 
English Cottage-style house 
at 240-82 Beverly Road in 
2010—are no longer con-
tent with its small layout, 
according to Bayside archi-
tect John Stacom, whom the 
Sitlers hired to design and 
oversee the construction of 

an addition to the property.
The 1,900-square-foot 

house was originally built 
on a large corner lot in 1926 
by postwar East Hampton-
based architect Alfred 
Scheffer.

Stacom has proposed re-
locating the house’s drive-
way from Beverly Road 
to Douglas Road, where it 
would lead into a new base-
ment-level two-car garage.  
Above the garage the home 
expansion would mirror 
the existing facade to make 
space for a sun room on the 
first floor and a new master 
bedroom and bathroom on 
the second floor.

The architect said the to-
tal living space of the home 
would be increased to about 
2,775 square feet once the ex-
pansion is completed.

Details of the plan show 
the addition matching the 
existing structure, with a 
nearly symmetrical roof 
arch but at a different pitch. 
The design also calls for a 
gate and two stone posts on 

the sides of awider driveway 
sloped into the ground with 
a retaining wall against the 
front of the property.

The commissioners did 
have some concerns about 
the proposal.

The LPC approved the 
project under the condition 
that Stacom match the pitch 
of the roof of the addition to 
the existing structure, and 
that the driveway be rede-
signed to match the neigh-
borhood contextually.

“While (the Historic Dis-
tricts Council) agreed that 
the expansion of the house 
was well conceived, the 
driveway is another matter,” 
Historic Districts Council 
Director Kelly Carroll said 
during the LPC hearing. 
“While the former driveway 
was subdued, the proposed 
width is overwhelming, the 
fieldstone posts are inappro-
priate and non-contextual, 
and the heavy wooden gate 
would fare better if it were 
transparent.”

The owners of the historic district house at 233-20 Bay St. plan to build out the first floor to make a 
new, larger kitchen. Google Earth

Historic homes approved for expansions

Change to make Shore Boulevard one-way street is on track
BY BILL PARRY

The city wants to make 
Shore Boulevard a one-
way street as part of the 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s redsign of traffic 
patterns in and around As-
toria Park. The proposal, 
presented to Community 
Board 1last week, also in-
cludes new protected bike 
lanes in the area.

“The projects create 
safe cycling connections to 
Astoria Park while alson 
calming traffic and we look 
forward to continue the dis-
cussions with the neighbor-
hood as we move forward,” 
DOT Queens Commission-
er Nicole Garcia said. CB1’s 
Transportation Committee 
voted unanimously to rec-
ommend the plan.

 The northbound traf-
fic lane would be removed 
from Shore Boulevard and 

the space would allow for 
a two-way protected bike-
path, according to the DOT 
proposal.

In August, state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) proposed 
closing Shore Boulevard 

to vehicular traffic and 
turning it into a pedestrian 
walkway following the hit-
and-run death of Betty Jean 
DiBiasio in June. 

The Simotas plan be-
came quite controversial, 
with more than 1,200 sign-

ing an online petition 
against the plan within 
days. DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg reject-
ed the idea in November 
and Simotas said she had 
brought attention to a 
pressing issue that led to a 
neighborhood-wide discus-
sion.

“For too long, the roads 
around Astoria Park have 
been unsafe for drivers, 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
alike,” Simotas said. “The 
changes announced by the 
DOT and recommended 
by Community Board 1’s 
Transportation Committee 
will improve access to the 
park and make our com-
munity safer. I am pleased 
that we reached a compro-
mise on Shore Boulevard 
that calms speeding and 
dangerous driving and pre-
serves vehicle access to the 
waterfront.”

Since 2009, more than a 
hundred people have been 
injured on streets around 
the park, according to the 
DOT. Other changes pro-
posed include two-way pro-
tected bike lanes on 20th 
Avenue and Hoyt Avenue 
North.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
had petitioned the DOT to 
make safety upgrades fol-
lowing DiBiasio’s death. 

“We are glad to see the 
unanimous support of this 
plan from Community 
Board 1’s Transportation 
Committee. This plan is 
a strong first step for-
ward in improving traffic 
safety around the jewel of 
our community—Astoria 
Park,” Constantinides said. 
“The stronger connection 
between the waterfront, 
Astoria Park and resi-
dents will be an asset for 

our entire neighborhood. 
I look forward to hearing 
feedback from our com-
munity and to continuing 
our conversation about the 
streets surrounding Asto-
ria Park.”

The DOT is also studying 
additional safety measures 
for the area, including day-
lighting  some intersections 
by removing parking spac-
es to allow for better driver 
sightlines at corners. The 
DOT also plans on improv-
ing pedestrian crossings 
along the park’s borders, 
including new speed bumps 
at 19th Street and Ditmars 
Boulevard, the intersection 
where DiBiasio was killed.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Shore Boulevard in Astoria Park will become a one-way street if 
Community Board 1 votes in favor of a proposed DOT plan. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Douglaston construction projects given go-ahead by Landmarks Preservation Commission
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Peace Week panelists 
call for non-violence

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As Peace Week took 
place across the city and 
borough, community lead-
ers including Carol Maraj, 
mother of rapper Nicki 
Minaj, and police officials 
came together in downtown 
Jamaica to have a discus-
sion about violence in their 
communities. 

Every year from Jan. 
15-22, Queens-based anti-
violence non-profit LIFE 
Camp hosts and coordi-
nates a weeklong series of 
events throughout the city 
in honor of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s legacy of 
non-violence.

Peace Week began just 
a couple of weeks after the 
city’s last homicide of 2015, 
the fatal shooting of 16-year 
old Jihad Jackson in South 
Jamaica on New Year’s 
Eve.

LIFE Camp founder 
Erica Ford, who spoke at 
Jihad’s funeral and at the 
Jan. 21 panel discussion, 
has repeatedly said change 
comes from the commu-
nity. 

“If we can have one 
week of peace, then we can 
have two weeks of peace 
and so on,” Ford told the au-
dience at the panel discus-
sion at the Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning on 
161st Street. 

In December, Ford and 
LIFE Camp volunteers an-
nounced their target area 

for outreach within the 
boundaries of 111th and 
118th avenues between 
146th Street and Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard. . 

LIFE Camp volunteers 
said they go into the streets 
to mediate situations, keep-
ing them from escalating 
into violent incidents as 
well as showing youth oth-
er paths. 

“You live in this cage 
and you don’t realize what 
is going outside of the cage. 
I was running around and 
fighting, but it got boring,” 
Gerard ‘Blanca’ Campbell, 
a volunteer, said. “We try 
to take them out of their el-
ement and expose them to 
other things in the world.”

The panel discussion, 
moderated by community 
activist and criminal de-
fense attorney Ali Najmi, 
was comprised of 103rd 
Precinct Capt. James Fey; 
Carol Maraj from the Carol 
Maraj Foundation, a non-
profit that helps victims of 
domestic violence; and A.O 
Hogan from LIFE Camp, 
who spoke with community 
members about the factors 
surrounding domestic vio-
lence, gun violence and po-
lice relations.  

Maraj raised her daugh-
ter, rapper Nicki Minaj, in 
South Jamaica near Rock-
away Boulevard while try-
ing to escape a violent rela-
tionship. 

“I was dragged from a 
car and repeatedly punched 

in my face,” Maraj told a 
pin-drop silent crowd. “One 
day Nicki asked me, ‘Why 
would you let someone do 
that to you?’”

Maraj said that day her 
whole life was set on a dif-
ferent and positive path. 
She believes that if a child 
sees violence at home, that 
could lead to violence out-
side of the home. For vic-
tims she sent out this mes-
sage, “I am standing before 
you and that should tell you 
there is hope.”

Many of the audience 
members took the chance to 
speak openly and honestly 
with a police official about 
interactions with police of-
ficers. Some shared their 
personal experiences with 
violence in their communi-
ties and with members of 
the NYPD. 

Fey answered questions 
and also added that if any 
officers from the 103rd 
Precinct behaved unprofes-
sionally, then it should be 
brought to his attention im-
mediately. 

“There are few oppor-
tunities for members of 
the community to hold the 
police accountable for any 
misconduct. Today was a 
rare opportunity and mem-
bers of the audience seized 
on it,” Najmi said. “It shows 
how important the issue of 
police and community re-
lations and police account-
ability is for the residents 
of Queens.”

At the Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning, community activist and attorney Ali Najmi (l),  Carol 
Maraj from the Carol Maraj Foundation (c) and A.O Hogan from LifeCamp spoke about the factors sur-
rounding domestic violence, gun violence and police relations. Photo by Sadef Kully

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 1st, 2016

       Preference given to students living in District 24

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train
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Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Applications will be available 

online February 1st, 2016

Construction slated for new Bayside school
BY TOM MOMBERG

The city School Con-
struction Authority will 
soon have construction 
of a new 416-seat elemen-
tary school underway in 
Bayside, about 2 1/2 years 
after it purchased the for-
mer Keil Brothers Nurs-
ery with City Council ap-
proval.

Hoping the SCA would 
consider altering the plan 
to limit its impact on the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) wrote 
a letter to the mayor, De-
partment of Education 
Chancellor Carmen Fari-
ña and SCA CEO Lorraine 
Grillo, listing a number of 
ways the community said 
the site was inappropriate 
for a school when it was 
proposed in 2013.

In response, Avella said 
the DOE told him the SCA 
would soon start building 
on the site without any mod-

ifications to the proposal, 
the details of which have 
not yet been released.

The SCA and DOE de-
clined requests for com-
ment and did not respond 
to questions about build-
ing specifications or a 
timeline for the construc-
tion of the school.

There are already 21 el-
ementary schools in School 
District 26, including 12 
within the boundaries 
of Community Board 11.  
But the DOE has pledged 
that enrollment in the new 
school would be restricted 
to area students zoned to 
attend and not those from 
outside the district.

When the project was 
proposed in 2013, critics 
did not deny the need for 
a new school considering 
overcrowding in the dis-
trict, but they thoughtthe 
Keil Brothers site, 210-11 

48th Ave., was inappro-
priate. They claimed the 
height needed for such a 

building would cast a per-
petual shadow over many 
of the adjacent homes for 
most of the year and that 
parking and traffic conges-
tion would be made worse, 
leading to dangerous street 
crossing conditions for stu-
dents.

The DOE told elected 
officials it would consider 
all concerns presented 
during the initial proposal 
public comment period, 
and would do everything it 
could to limit the impact on 
neighbors. 

“It is absolutely dis-
graceful for the agency 
to, on the one hand, claim 
‘vigorous community in-
volvement’ yet, on the oth-
er hand, continue ahead 
without addressing any 
of their concerns,” Avella 
said. “Not only is this in-
accurate, it is so far from 
the truth that both DOE 
and SCA have shown them-
selves to be nothing but a 
bunch of liars. It is clear 

that the voices of Bayside 
have fallen on DOE’s deaf 
ears and the mayor needs 
to immediately intervene.”

Residents were vocal 
about their opposition to 
the school proposal in 2013, 
but the City Council ap-
proved the proposal any 
way, following the wish of 
then Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Bayside), who was 
being indicted on federal 
corruption charges at the 
time. Councilman-elect 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
was preparing to take his 
place. Halloran was con-
victed in 2014.

The only two Council 
members who voted against 
the proposal were former 
Councilmen Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria). Both supported strong 
community opposition and 
a 25-3 vote against the pro-
posal from CB11.The city School Construction Authority is moving forward with 

its plan to build an elementary school on 47th Street in Bayside, 
where the Keil Brothers Garden Center once stood.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The surplus section 
of the Creedmoor Psy-
chiatric Center cam-
pus will be completely 
vacant by 2017, which 
means the surround-
ing community and the 
state’s primary econom-
ic development agency 
must work together to 
find appropriate uses 
for the state land.

The state-owned 
campus includes 37 
buildings in multiple 
Queens neighborhoods. 

A 53-acre section 
of the campus that in-
cludes 25 buildings in 
Queens Village just 
south of the Union 
Turnpike has been des-
ignated a surplus by 
the state. After current 
leases end for other or-
ganizations at the site in 
March of 2017, all of the 
surplus buildings will 
be vacant, according to 
an Empire State Devel-
opment official. Many 
of those buildings are in 
poor condition.

ESD hired BJH Ad-
visors last year to help 
with planning on the 
campus, at which time it 
was rumored the gover-
nor was eyeing the land 
for a homeless shelter. 
That idea was met with 
strong community op-
position, and has since 
been nixed.

BJH Advisors is cur-

rently working to identi-
fy potential uses for the 
site, based on input ESD 
got from community 
meetings last summer, 
treating them as scenar-
ios and analyzing the 
feasibility of each one. 

The psychiatric 
center, which operates 
alongside the state Of-
fice for People with 
Mental Disabilities and 
Office of Mental Health, 
will remain on the site, 
along with the public 
school campus on the 
Glen Oaks section of 
the property.

No public meetings 
concerning the site have 
been held in some time, 
but ESD said it was clear 
nearby residents would 
not want tall buildings 
or a large commerical 
operation. 

State Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Hollis), whose 
constituency includes 
Creedmoor but not the 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods, said it is a diffi-
cult task to find possible 
solutions for the vacant 
land, but would hope 
residents are included 
in the process.

“I know they don’t 
want to see any high ris-
es or any big box stores, 
and they certainly don’t 
want housing for home-
less,” Comrie said.

Part of the diffi-
culty in selecting an 
appropriate use for the 
surplus land is finding 
something a state or city 
agency could benefit 
from without having a 
negative impact on resi-
dential areas, or orga-
nizations that would in-
vest in land they would 
have to lease from the 
state.

Empire State Development is working with BJH Advisors to identify potential uses for 
the Creedmoor Psychiatric Center, where all of the surplus buildings on campus are ex-
pected to be vacant by 2017. File

State has space to fi ll
Creedmoor Psych campus surplus to be empty by 2017

BY GABRIEL ROM

Efforts to protect Howard 
Beach from environmental deg-
radation in future hurricanes 
has taken another step forward.

State Sen. Joseph P. Addabbo, 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach) announced 
Tuesday a six-week-long initia-
tive to collect soil samples from 
Spring Creek South, a wetland 
area in the northern Jamaica 
Bay in Howard Beach. The sam-
pling is part of the multifaceted 
project to protect Howard Beach 
residents and their property from 
future storm damage.

Beginning Monday, the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation will have crews at 
the intersection of 165th Avenue 
and 87th Street and at 164th Av-
enue and 83rd Street to collect 
samples of soil that will be tested 
for potential contamination. The 
project, funded by FEMA, will 
give key insight into the devel-
opment of an elevated berm, set 
to begin in 2017, to help protect 
against flooding and other storm 
issues.

“Any project aimed at storm 
recovery and resiliency is al-

ways welcomed in my district,” 
said Addabbo. “In 2012, when 
Sandy devastated communities 
in southern Queens, we saw first-
hand the need for more protection 
from possible flooding and other 
damage from a major coastal 
storm. Projects such as this one 
work toward accomplishing that 
goal of making Queens better 
prepared for a natural weather 
phenomenon than ever before. 
I thank the state DEC for their 
commitment to this cause and 
for working with elected officials 
and constituents to ensure this 
project runs smoothly.” 

The senator also reiterated his 
intention to keep a close watch 
on this project and to inform his 
constituency of any possible, tem-
porary inconveniences the proj-
ect may have on local streets.

The initiative is part of the 
larger $50 million Spring Creek 
Hazard Mitigation project. 

According to DEC, the Spring 
Creek South Storm Protection 
and Ecosystem Restoration proj-
ect aims to reduce the risk of 
storm damage and flooding in 
Howard Beach through the con-
struction of the protective berm. 

An environmental study that will collect soil samples from Spring Creek South 
will help protect Howard Beach residents and property from flood damage 
during future storms. Photo by Michael Shain

Sampling begins on 
Spring Creek South
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Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department of 
Education and School Con-
struction Authority have 
agreed to build a perma-
nent annex to PS 143, the 
Louis Armstrong Elemen-
tary School, in Corona. The 
school has been chronically 
overcrowded for decades, 
according to some elected 
officials.

The announcement for 
the addition to PS 143 came 
at the same time as Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s allocation of 
$868 million in additional 
capital funding to the SCA, 
recognizing the urgent need 
to roll out new seats for the 
Education Department’s 
ever-growing student en-
rollment.

Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
whose district includes PS 
143, and Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst), who is also 
the chairwoman for the City 

Council Finance Commit-
tee, praised the increase to 
the SCA’s expense budget.

“Because we represent 
the top two most overcrowd-
ed school districts in the 
city, this is welcome news,” 

Dromm and Ferreras-Cope-
land said in a joint state-
ment. “While we are very 
happy to see an increase 
of this size, we would like 
to caution the administra-
tion that in the future they 

release the capital plan on 
time so that we have an 
opportunity to analyze it. 
Moving forward it is our 
hope that these additional 
funds will be used to build 
schools in areas where the 

need is the greatest.”
PS 143 in particular was 

built for 844 elementary 
school seats. In addition to 
the school, there is an asso-
ciated “minischool,” which 
was meant for 217 seats, as 
well as a temporary annex 
and classroom trailers, 
which were designed for up 
to 211 seats, according to 
school utilization reports. 

There are currently 
around 1,800 students en-
rolled at PS 143—about 170 
percent of its total perma-
nent and temporary capac-
ity.

The SCA confirmed it 
would commence planning 
for a permanent annex to 
PS 143, intended to replace 
the six classroom trailers 
in use there. 

Construction is slated to 
start by the summer of 2017, 
according to state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
who announced the plan at 
a PTA meeting in January.

“No child should be 

learning in a trailer, and 
my efforts will not stop until 
every student has a seat in a 
classroom,” Peralta said. 
“We must ensure that our 
students are educated in a 
decent environment and not 
in run-down trailers like 
it has happened in the past 
two or three decades.”

The SCA’s agreement to 
build an annex came at the 
behest of Peralta, who has 
been supporting parents’ 
continuous efforts to relieve 
PS 143’s overcrowding.

“We, as parents, are very 
happy about the news that 
a permanent addition will 
be constructed. The new 
building will also improve 
the quality of education 
our children receive,” PS 
143 PTA President Angélica 
Salgado said in a statement.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The School Construction Authority has confirmed it will look to build a permanent annex to PS 143 in 
Corona to alleviate chronic overcrowding. Google Earth

Mayor funds SCA to relieve school overcrowding
City agrees to build permanent annex for PS 143 in Corona and remove classroom trailers
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munity for our plans to 
restore the Saarinen Ter-
minal, one of the world’s 
most famous architectural 
icons,” Tyler Morse, CEO 
of MCR Development, said. 
“When completed, the 
Flight Center will not only 
preserve a world-famous, 
mid-century landmark, 
but will also provide 3,700 
jobs.”

New York-based MCR 
Development is a hotel own-
er-operator in the United 
States responsible for the 
redevelopment of the TWA 
Flight Center and in the past 
the The High Line Hotel in 
Manhattan. 

“We are thrilled to see 
the TWA Flight Center, 
which has sat dormant for 

over a decade, come back 
to life,” Bryan Block, chair-
man of Community Board 
13, said. “The hotel’s open-
ing will be a proud day for 
the borough of Queens.”

The terminal was des-
ignated a city landmark in 
1994 and listed on the na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places and the state Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 
2005.

“Community Board 10 is 
overwhelmingly supportive 
of the revitalization of the 
TWA Flight Center,” Eliza-
beth Braton, chairwoman 
of Community Board 10, 
said. “Millions of tourists 
who pass through south-
east Queens, as well as the 
thousands of residents that 
call the area home, will 
benefit from the hotel and 
its amenities.”

The development is 

projected to create 3,700 
jobs,  including construc-
tion jobs.  The hotel will 
have 40,000 square feet of 
meeting and event space, 
six to eight food and bever-
age outlets, an observation 
deck and museum space 
dedicated to the Jet Age 
and mid-century modern 
design. The project is slated 
to be completed in 2018. 

“The TWA Flight Center 
brings event space, food es-
tablishments, an observa-
tion deck and a museum to 
our corner of Queens, but 
most importantly, it brings 
3,700 permanent and con-
struction jobs,” Adrienne 
Adams, chairwoman of 
Community Board 12, said. 
“We look forward to wel-
coming a revamped TWA 
Flight Center to our greater 
community.”

the same high school where 
he was set upon by a three-
man “hunting party” from 
a skinhead gang, a tragic 
event that sparked the com-
ing out of New York’s larg-
est and until then mostly 
closeted LGBT community, 
according to the film’s di-
rector, Richard Shpuntoff, 
who grew up in Elmhurst.

“The festival’s found-
ers, Katha and Don Cato, 
have managed to get the 
auditorium of PS 69 for the 
screening, which means a 
lot to me because Julio was 
murdered 25 years ago in 
its schoolyard, just outside 
where people will be watch-
ing this story for the first 
time,” Shpuntoff said. “I 
really can’t imagine a more 
powerful place to show the 
film.”

More than 500 films 
made the December dead-
line for the sixth annual 
Queens World Film Festi-
val, submitted from coun-
tries around the globe, in-
cluding Cuba, Spain, Korea, 
Bangladesh, China and 24 
other nations. The final se-
lections will be announced 
Feb. 4 at the Museum of the 
Moving Image in Astoria.

“This year’s films come 
from many of the countries 
whose diasporas are rep-

resented in Queens, and 
they promise to move and 
entertain our audiences,” 
said Don Cato, the artistic 
director. “There are tender 
films, heartbreaking films 
and several works that are 
extremely provocative, 
even disturbing. Taken as 
a whole, I feel this year’s 
selection ties us into dis-
cussions people are having 
around the world.”

The festival runs from 
March 15-20. Each year, the 
festival pays tribute to an 
outstanding filmmaker for 
his or her body of work.

This year’s “Spirit of 
Queens” award goes to in-
dependent film director 
Melvin Van Peebles who is 
most famous for his movie 
“Sweet Sweetback’s Baa-
dasssss Song,” which her-
alded a new era in African-
American cinema. It will 
be screened on March 16 at 
MoMI, followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
with Van Peebles.

The festival will also 
showcase a documentary 
on the New York State Pa-
vilion by Matthew Silva, a 
product of Middle Village. 
“Modern Ruin: A World’s 
Fair Pavilion” chronicles 
its demise over the last 50 
years. 

The film details its post-
fair use as a 1960s concert 
venue and a 1970s roller 
rink, including its years 
of neglect and the now 

growing advocacy efforts 
to save and repurpose the 
structure. Silva traveled 
the country interviewing 
more than 25 individuals 
who reminisce about the 
Pavilion’s glory days a half 
century ago.

“I was so excited my film 
was selected,” Silva said. 
“The Catos run a fabulous 
festival and it’s important 
to share my film with their 
audience and increase the 
awareness of our campaign 
to restore the  structure.”

Silva’s documentary 
premiered at the Queens 
Theater in May and has 
been entered in several oth-
er film festivals. Cato said 
“Julio of Jackson Heights” 
and “Modern Ruin” are 
both historically signifi-
cant for Queens.

“Richard Shpuntoff cap-
tures a moment in time that 
must be remembered not 
just by Jackson Heights but 
the city as well,” Cato said. 
“It took him eight years to 
make it and it deserves to 
be shown. Silva’s film is a 
crowdfunded project which 
depicts a place in the very 
history of Queens and it 
captures the cultural land-
scape of the community.”

Another documentary 
about the World’s Fair will 
also be screened during the 
festival. “After the Fair” is a 
look at what became of all the 
structures that were at Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park.

Continued from Page 1 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Second U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals upheld a 2014 court de-
cision Tuesday that said the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey was within its rights to 
kill nearly any migratory bird, 
including snowy owls, that poses 
a threat to air traffic at JFK In-
ternational Airport, according to 
federal court records. 

Tuesday’s ruling rejected an 
appeal filed by Manhattan-based 
Friends of Animal, a non-profit 
animal advocacy organization 
since 1957.

In 2013, Friends of Animals, 
sued a deputy administrator in 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, the federal agency Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
violating the National Environ-
mental Policy Act  and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, court records 
said. NEPA requires the federal 
government to consider environ-
ment first when undertaking proj-

ects such as building airports and 
highways and MBTA makes it il-
legal for anyone to take, possess 
or sell any migratory bird except 

under the terms of a valid permit 
that complies with federal regula-
tions. 

“What the Court of Appeals 

has actually affirmed is that our 
nation’s laws, as currently consti-
tuted, legitimizes the indiscrimi-
nate, unnecessary killing of ani-
mals,” Michael Harris, director of 
Friends of Animals’ Wildlife Law 
Program, said on the nonprofit’s 
website. 

Since 1994, the Bird Hazard Re-
duction Program has authorized 
the Port Authority to protect air-
craft departing and arriving at 
JFK and LaGuardia Airport from 
bird strikes. 

Kennedy, the major stopover 
for human travelers, is nestled 
between the Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge and the Atlantic Flya-
way, the major stopover on the 
migratory route for hundreds of 
bird species. 

In Manhattan, U.S. Circuit 
Judge José Cabranes wrote for the 
three-judge panel, “It is clear that 
when the Port Authority takes a 
migratory bird ‘in [an] emergency 
situation [it’s]’ because the bird 
‘pos[es] a direct threat to human 
safety.”

The panel said the nonprofit 
misread MBTA as requiring the 
agency to specifically list the spe-
cies of birds that may be killed on 
the permit’s face, when this provi-
sion does not apply to emergency 
situations.

According to the most recent 
FAA statistics, from January 
through July 2015 there were an 
estimated 109 bird strikes at Ken-
nedy and across the country.  The 
cost of damage and delay due to a 
bird strike incident is in the bil-
lions, the federal agency said. A 
2000 report estimated $1.2 billion 
is lost to bird strikes every year. 

In the past, the Port Authority 
has used different lethal and non-
lethal methods, including hawks, 
to remove the bird population at 
its airports.  These include Laugh-
ing gulls, geese and snowy owls 
that become hazards for the air-
crafts on the runway. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully 
by e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4546.

An appeals court ruling will allow the Port Authority to kill birds, including the 
snowy owl, to prevent bird strikes at JFK Airport.  Courtesy of ibc.lynxeds.com

Appeals Court: OK to shoot owls at JFK
Animal advocacy nonprofi t suit wanted Port Authority to stop killing migratory birds
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he needs to provide fund-
ing this year instead of 
just another promise that 
it may happen in the fu-
ture.”

On Jan. 8, Cuomo vis-
ited the New York Tran-
sit Museum to outline his 
commitment of $7.3 billion 
for the MTA capital pro-
gram in addition to the $1 
billion in last year’s bud-
get. In the actual budget 
Cuomo released  Jan. 13, 
he proposes to allocate 
zero funds toward the $7.3 
billion remaining in the 
State’s commitment.

The budget also lays 
out no specific timetable 
for allocating those funds. 
Instead it has non-binding 
language claiming that the 
state will allocate its share 
of the funds “after MTA 
capital resources planned 
for the capital program, 
not including additional 
city and state funds, have 
been exhausted.” 

Gene Russianoff of the 
NYPIRG Straphangers 
Campaign said, “Down-

state transit systems are 
in desperate need of re-
pair, but Gov. Cuomo has 
cynically chosen to re-
spond with a plan that’s 
opaque, unclear and a 
textbook exercise in one 
level of government trying 
to off load its responsibili-
ties on  another.” 

Beyond the $1 billion 
that is already appropriat-
ed and available for their 
use, there are no addi-
tional new appropriations 
in the budget because the 
MTA does not need it now, 
officials say. However, 
there is very clear and di-
rect legislation that makes 
the commitment a mat-
ter of law—and provides 

that the state funds will 
be available whenever the 
MTA needs it.

“The governor put un-
ambiguous and ironclad 
language in the budget to 
make good on his commit-
ment to provide $8.3 billion 
towards the MTA’s capital 
plan,” a state Division of 
Budget spokesman said.

The public transit advo-
cates warned that if fund-
ing fails to materialize, it 
could lead to a radical halt 
to MTA plans for upgrad-
ing subway and bus equip-
ment in the coming years 
or to unsupported MTA 
borrowing that could re-
sult in fare hikes and ser-
vice reductions for riders.

Continued from Page 1 

MTA
of vapor and capsules in-
stead of tinctures and oils 
that are also available.

“I’ve just had my third 
surgery and had a neuro-
stimulator implanted in 
the small of my back to 
block the pain signals to my 
brain,” Taylor said. “Nar-
cotics make you drowsy 
so you can sleep through 
the pain but medical mari-
juana doesn’t make me 
drowsy, so I can function. It 
is a distraction so you don’t 
hyper-concentrate on the 
pain and if you can distract 
the brain, why not?”

It was relief for patients 
suffering from pain as-
sociated with a variety 
of chronic and terminal 
illnesses such as cancer, 
Lou Gehrig’s disease, HIV/
AIDS and multiple sclero-
sis that led the state to pass 
the Compassionate Care 
Act in 2014. Vireo Health 
of New York was awarded 
one of five licenses in the 
state to manufacture and 
dispense pharmaceutical-
grade medical cannabis 

under the strict protocols 
of the state Department of 
Health.

“For the first time in 100 
years, marijuana is being 
sold legally in Queens,” Vir-
eo Health of New York CEO 
Ari Hoffnung said. “This 
time it’s in non-smokeable 
forms like tinctures, oils 
and pills dispensed by li-
censed pharmacists. The 
images you see from Cali-
fornia and Colorado will 
not be seen here. There 
will be no joints and no pot 
brownies.”

A patient seeking to al-
leviate pain and suffering 
can go to the state Board 
of Health website to regis-
ter and receive a medical 
marijuana identification 
card for a one-time fee of 
$50. After a consultation 
with one of the nearly 200 
physicians across the state 
who have taken a four-hour 
online course, a client can 
make an appointment for 
further consultation with 
a medical professional at 
the facility known as the 
Queens Patient Center.

One needs the medical 
marijuana identification 
card and the registered 

physician’s recommenda-
tion to pass through heavy 
security just to enter the 
building. If everything is 
in order, the pharmacist 
will retrieve the medical 
marijuana product from a 
safe and package it in an 
unmarked bag.

“It’s very much like go-
ing into any pharmacy and 
picking up your Tylenol 
or blood pressure medica-
tion,” said Dr. Laura Bult-
man, Vireo Health’s chief 
medical officer. “No im-
ages of leaves here, we will 
not have stereotypical im-
agery.”

Hoffnung said there 
would be no tie-died shirts 
or music in the background 
and even the signs on the 
building are low key so the 
operation appears more like 
a pharmacy or a doctor’s of-
fice.  When the location was 
first announced, there was 
some concern and alarm 
from community members, 
according to state Assem-
blyman Jeffrion Aubry (D-
Corona), who attended the 
opening.

“After they saw the pre-
cautions that are required 
by the provider, people 

Continued from Page 1 

Marijuana

Riders Alliance targets Gov. Andrew Cuomo once again for his 
failure to fund the MTA capital plan.
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