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DON’T WAIT 
‘TIL THE 

BIG GAME...
GET THESE 
GAME DAY 

DEALS NOW...
GUARANTEED!

����
         32'' LED TV 

-32LF500B  $249.97 VALUE

���

$99991   
   GET BOTH FOR...

FREEBUY 1 TV • GET 1 TV

+ FREE        
32” CLASS LG 
LED HDTV -32LF500B 
WAS $249.97

42% OFF
SAVE $750

ON THIS PACKAGE

���

��� ���

ON ALL SAMSUNG, SONY & LG TVs $995 & UP
OFFER VALID 2/5/16- 2/7/16

2YEARSSPECIAL 
FINANCING1

 

NOW...
$29997

33% OFF
SAVE $150

NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY8FREE

Basic Set-up • Recycling
ON NEW PURCHASES OF TVS $995 & UP. OFFER EXPIRES 2/6/16.

50% OFF
SAVE $550

$54997
NOW...

55” CLASS 4K ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV
• Net TV Online Streaming Portal Including    
    Netflix 4K, YouTube 4K and Many More 
-55PFL6900  WAS $1099.97

50” CLASS LED 1080p HDTV
• MHL Enabled to Accept Smart     
   Streaming Devices Like Roku,    
   Chromecast, Etc.
-50E3500  WAS $449.97

���

$99991
NOW...

41% OFF
SAVE $700

65” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD 
SMART LED TV
• LG Smart TV with webOS 2.0 Technology 
   and Quad Core Processor 
-65UF6450  WAS $1699.91

60” CLASS ULTRA-SLIM 4K 
ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
• LG Smart TV with webOS 2.0 
   Technology, Quad Core 
   Processor and IPS 4K Panel 
• TruMotion 240Hz Refresh 
   Rate Technology 
-60UF7300  
  WAS $1499.97

GET IT IN TIME FOR 
THE BIG GAME!

THURS-FRI 10AM-9:30 PM • SAT 9AM-9 PM • GAME DAY 9AM-6 PM



DON’T WAIT 
‘TIL THE 

BIG GAME...
GET THESE 
GAME DAY 

DEALS NOW...
GUARANTEED!

���

$149891
NOW...

40% OFF
SAVE $1001

65” CLASS CURVED 4K ULTRA HD LED 
SMART TV
• 4K Ultra HD TV with PurColor and UHD 
   Upscaling Technology • Smart TV with 
   Quad-Core Processor and Full Web Browser 
• Smart Touch Remote Control Included
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology
-UN65JU6700  WAS $2499.91

���

60” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED 
SMART TV
• Smart TV with Quad-Core Processor, 
   S-Recommendation and Full Web Browser 
• Motion Rate 240 Refresh Rate Technology
-UN60JU7090  WAS $1799.91

44% OFF
SAVE $800

$99991
NOW...

ON ALL SAMSUNG, SONY & LG TVs $995 & UP
OFFER VALID 2/5/16- 2/7/16

2YEARSSPECIAL 
FINANCING

ON ALL SAMSUNG, SONY & LG TVs $695 - $994
OFFER VALID 2/5/16- 2/7/16

1YEAR SPECIAL 
FINANCING1

 

���

4K ULTRA HD SMART 
LED TV

$29997
NOW...

$29997
NOW...

40% OFF
SAVE $200

25% OFF
SAVE $100

49” CLASS LED 1080p ROKU SMART HDTV
• High Quality IPS Panel for Clearer Images at 
   Wide Viewing Angles • Roku TV Features 2,000+ 
   Streaming Channels, 250,000+ Movies & TV 
   Episodes • Netflix Recommended TV for a 
   Better Netflix Experience
-49E4500R  WAS $499.97

40” CLASS LED 1080p SMART HDTV
• Perfect Motion Rate 120Hz Technology 
• NetFlix, YouTube, Vudu, Pandora, 
   Facebook, and More
-40PFL4609  WAS $399.97

$69991
NOW...

41% OFF
SAVE $500

55” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
• LG Smart TV with webOS 2.0 Technology and Quad Core Processor 
• High Quality IPS Panel for Perfect Picture at Any Viewing Angle 
• TruMotion 120Hz Refresh Rate Technology 
-55UF6450  WAS $1199.91

SMART LED HDTV LED HDTV

������

4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

 Dozens of community mem-
bers, along with civic leaders 
spoke Tueaday during a hear-
ing at the city’s Board of Stan-
dards & Appeal in opposition 
to the slated construction of a 
house of worship in Flushing. 

The city’s Board of Stan-
dards & Appeals has schcduled 
a second hearing in April.   

On Saturday, the same resi-
dents, civic leaders and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
rallied to protest the conver-
sion of a property at 46-05 Par-
sons Blvd. in Flushing into a 
mosque that would serve an 
estimated 500 worshippers. 

The triangular, 4,773- 
square-foot lot has been the 
source of controversy over the 
past year because the prop-
erty’s owners, Masjid-e-Noor, 
submitted a request to allow 
for the mandated floor area 
ratio (the total square feet of 
a building divided by the total 
square feet of the lot where the 
building is located) to be 1.045 
instead of the required 0.5 for a 
building in an R2 district. The 
request also asks that yard 
and parking requirements be 
waived. 

Community Board 7 tabled 
a vote on whether to approve 

BY MADINA TOURE

A private investigator and 
the family of a Whitestone 
woman who mysteriously 
disappeared five months ago 
still have no clues as to what 
happened to her as the second 
month of the new year kicks 
off.  

Maria Brabazon, 55, was 
last seen Sept. 5 at 2:54 p.m. 
when she appeared on a neigh-
bor’s home surveillance cam-
era walking on 14th Avenue 
toward the intersection with 
152nd Street in Whitestone. 

The 109th Precinct Detec-
tive Squad and the NYPD’s 
Missing Persons Unit launched 
a search for Brabazon in col-
laboration with Beau Dietl & 
Associates, a private investi-
gators firm in Manhattan.

Mark Pucci, executive vice 
president of Beau Dietl, the 
lead investigator, said the case 
is stagnant and that they have 
no possible theory at the mo-
ment.

He said the firm performed 
standard investigative proto-
col, which includes looking 
at the initial response from 
the Police Department, inter-
viewing family members and 
neighbors, looking for any 
video cameras in the area and 
canvassing stores in the Whit-
estone Shopping Center, but to 

Continued on Page 1Continued on Page 1
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
As the warning period alert-

ing motorists to new camera 
installations along the route 
of the Q44 Select Bus Service 
is currently underway, com-
munity leaders and elected of-
ficials are casting a wary eye 

on the bus lane cameras. 
The Q44 SBS, which re-

placed the Q44 limited bus 
route from Merrick Boulevard 
in Jamaica to the Bronx Zoo, 
started Nov. 29, serving 42,000 
commuters daily. In Septem-
ber, Community Board 7 voted 
against the SBS proposal. 

The route includes off-
board fare collection and dedi-
cated bus lanes. Riders have to 
either insert their MetroCard 
or coins in a machine to get a 
ticket.

A DOT spokeswoman said 
the Q44 SBS bus lane cameras 

Continued on Page 1

Community leaders and elected officials say they are concerned 
about new bus lane cameras on the Q44 Select Bus Service route.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Civic leaders
rally against
mosque plan

Q44 bus lane cameras spark concern

Missing woman still not found
No theories exist on Whitestone resident’s whereabouts fi ve months later

At PS 203 in Oakland Gardens, the annual Lunar New Year pageant is an elaborate and popular  affair. 
Students had to do four shows in one day to accommodate all the eager parents. See story on 
Page 3.  Photo by Michael Shain

FEBRUARY’S FIRST FESTIVAL
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BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing residents, busi-
ness owners and community 
leaders have launched the 
Flushing 2050 Community 
Building Initiative to estab-
lish a collective, community-
led vision for the neighbor-
hood’s future.

Partners in Progress, 
a collaboration created by 
Asian Americans for Equal-
ity, was set up to assess the 
area’s progress and quality of 
life for the future. Citi Foun-
dation and the Low-Income 
Investment Fund provided 
funding.

More than 30 represen-
tatives from Flushing, in-
cluding elected officials, 
community leaders and key 
institutions, came together 
Jan. 28 in the Topaz Room of 
the Sheraton LaGuardia East 
Hotel on 39th Avenue near 
Prince Street for the formal 
kickoff of the initiative. 

Isabelle Leighton, direc-
tor of AAFE’s Equality Fund, 
said the organization has 
been working in Flushing for 
20 years. 

“It’s limited because we 
know there’s so many insti-
tutions here, there’s so many 
different voices, so we want 
to be able to bring in even 
more,” Leighton said. 

The first phase of the ini-
tiative will start March 5 
with a Flushing 2050 Commu-
nity Forum that will include 
workshops and meetings 
facilitated by the Municipal 
Arts Society, the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce and AAFE. 

Other activities over the 
course of the year will in-
clude a commercial district 
needs assessment, site stud-
ies, consumer market sur-
veys, cultural mapping tours 
and a creative economy ses-
sion featuring local artists, 
entrepreneurs, young profes-
sionals and performers. 

John Choe, the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce’s executive director, 
said the initiative is about 
not only helping people feed 
their families but also job 
creation. 

The chamber was selected 
by the city as one of the first 
organizations to host the new 
Neighborhood 360° Fellows 
program, which pairs com-
munity organizers to facili-
tate increased collaboration 
between local stakeholders 
centered on economic devel-
opment initiatives.

He noted the chamber is 
working with the city to col-
lect information on business 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2016 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Parks Department 
hosted a public scoping meet-
ing last week to get ideas from 
the community about improv-
ing circulation and the aes-
thetics of the Lawrence Play-
ground in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

The discussion, held at the 
Al Oerter Recreation Center 
at 131-40 Fowler Ave. Jan. 27, 
sought to solicit input from 
the community about the play-
ground, located on Lawrence 
Street and College Point Boule-
vard. It is bounded by the Van 
Wyck Expressway, the Queens 
Botanical Garden and College 
Point Boulevard. 

The project, for which Parks 
has set aside $4.2 million, is to 
renovate the park and upgrade 
the comfort station. 

Nancy Owens, the designer 
for the project, said they will 
be looking at a variety of fac-
ets, including the entrances to 
the park, the views looking out 
from the park and the edges. 

“Part of our scope of work 
is to redesign the playground 
for all ages, water play and to 
renovate the comfort station 
so it’s handicapped accessi-
ble,” Owens said.

Other ideas include more 
play areas, sitting areas, 
planted areas, trees and water 
fountains. 

The proposal is currently 
in the project initiation phase, 
which lasts one to two months 
and involves the assigning of a 
designer and a public scoping 
meeting. The time line for a 
capital project is typically be-
tween 30 months to 45 months. 

The playground honors 
William Lawrence, the first 
Englishman to settle on Tues 
Neck, the small peninsula 
now known as College Point. It 
has children’s swings, climb-
ing equipment, two dolphin-
shaped climbing sculptures, 

picnic tables, a comfort sta-
tion, chess and checker tables 
and two basketball courts. 

During the group discus-
sion, the Reyes family—David, 
44; Carol, 40; Justin, 12; Adri-
an, 9; and Christian, 7— were 
eagerly sharing their perspec-
tive. 

Their suggestions included 
rock climbing, trails, monkey 
bars, a family room, more shade 
during hot weather in the sum-
mertime, water stations, more 
street signs between entrances, 
charging stations, a skate park 
and art at the entrance. 

David said the family has 
gone to the playground a few 
times in the past, citing the 
park’s location as a concern.

“Even though we want to 
be welcoming, it’s hard to be 
welcoming and open when 
we’re so close in proximity to 
the highway,” he said. 

Carol said it is difficult to 
pinpoint the entrance. 

“When you’re in the car, 
you don’t know what’s coming 
up until you get there and then 
once you’re there, you don’t 
know how to get in because 
there’s a lot of gates,” she said. 

Christian just wants to see 

the park upgraded.
“I just think it needs a little 

more attention,” he said. 
Community Board 7 mem-

ber Kim Ohanian, chairwom-
an of the board’s parks com-
mittee, said 2- to 5-year-olds 
and even 5- to 12-year-olds 
should be protected but won-
dered whether fences would be 
lowered with the exception of 
the basketball courts.

She also suggested features 
geared toward parents.

“There really is nothing 
here for adults,” Ohanian 
said. 

Janice Melnick, adminis-
trator of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, said the agency 
will make a decision based on 
the amount of space and mon-
ey available.

“Something like a soccer 
field or something like a ten-
nis court just takes up so much 
space,” she said. “That would 
take up the whole playground 
and we couldn’t help the play-
ground.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued on Page 46

Isabelle Leighton of Asian Americans for Equality explains the Flushing 
2050 Community Initiative. Photo by Madina Toure

Residents give suggestions for how to improve Lawrence Playground at 
a public scoping meeting. Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing eyes future 
in planning for 2050

Park to be renovated
Residents brainstorm on a new Lawrence Playground
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Lunar New Year is 
celebrated by most eastern 
Asian cultures, so in Queens 
— where over 130 countries 
from around the world are 
represented — some schools 
have made it part of their cur-
riculum.

PS 203, the Oakland Gar-
dens School, has had its stu-
dents perform and celebrate 
the Lunar New Year for 18 
years. And this year, student 
art commemorating the Chi-
nese “Year of the Monkey” 
lined the school hallways on 
parents’ walks into the audito-
rium for a concert.

“We do this every year, but 
it just gets bigger and better 
— taking on a life of its own. 
It’s especially significant this 
year, because the actual holi-
day has officially been given to 
students and families to cele-
brate as a day off from school,” 
said Voula Angelidakis, a 
reading specialist teacher and 
Lunar New Year coordinator.

The mayor and schools 
chancellor announced in 
June 2015 that the Lunar New 
Year would officially be rec-
ognized as a holiday off from 
city schools, after Eid al-Adha 
was officially recognized as a 
Muslim holiday that spring 
as well. It is the third school 
district in the country to give 
students off on the East Asian 
holiday.

Monday, Feb. 8, will be the 
first time students of Asian 
heritage will have the Lunar 
New Year day off with their 
families.

“Because of that, I think 
this year we have even more 
parents coming to this event 
to honor their tradition and 
heritage. And it’s my honor to 
promote Korean and Chinese 
cultures through the arts,” 
Angelidakis said at the second 
of four performances planned 
for the day.

All students were invited to 
participate in PS 203’s Lunar 
New Year concert.  Many Chi-
nese, Korean and American 

students were eager to per-
form conventional ceremonies 
such as the Chinese dragon 
and lion dances, violin perfor-

mances, Korean wedding and 
fan dances, Chinese ribbon 
and umbrella dances, as well 
as traditional Kamishibai sto-

rytelling.
Over 60 parent volunteers 

worked with the students in 
each performance, staying 
true to their New Year cus-
toms. Many of the works were 
learned and performed by stu-
dents in their extracurriculars 
— dance club and art club.

Another group of students 
also went out to learn “Nan-
ta,” Korean drums, all on 
their own outside of school to 
perform and contribute to the 
show.

In addition to the special 
performances, all 975 students 
learned and were singing two 
folk songs — the Chinese song 
“Gong Xi, Gong Xi,” and the 
Korean song “Ahrirang.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Flush-
ing) and Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) each made it out to a per-
formance to support the kids 
at PS 203.

PS 203 celebrates the Year of the Monkey
Lunar New Year cultures part of longstanding traditions at Oakland Gardens School

Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  
Blue View & Most Eyemed Insurance 

ACCEPTING MOST 
INSURANCE PLANS

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

39-25 BELL BOULEVARD., BAYSIDE
718.279.2020 WWW.EYESUPPLYOFBAYSIDE.COM

DOCTOR IN: 

E
SEASON OF SAVINGGGGSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTT

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES FOR $7999
02/21/16

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses  
w/ Metal Frames

$9999

BUY 1  
GET 1 FREE

 
(Some restrictions apply)

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses  
(No–Line Bifocals)  
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

Property #1:
1000 square feet of retail space 
in downtown Glen Head Long Island. 
Located on the heavily trafficked 
intersection of Glen Cove Ave. and Glen 
Head Road. Street parking available 
along with a municipal lot across the 
street. Excellent demographics.
For more information, call 516-621-9200.

Property #2:
2000 square feet of beautiful office 
space in Glen Head Long Island. 
Located on the Gold Coast of Nassau 
County, this space has multiple offices, 
large conference room and new wood 
floors. Ample parking.
For more information, call 516-621-9200.

Property #3:
4300 square feet of retail space in Glen 
Cove Long Island. Located on heavily 
trafficked Forest Ave. Newly renovated 
strip center. 3500 feet of divisible space 
and another space of 800 feet.
For more information, call 516-621-9200.

NORTH SHORE NASSAU PROPERTIES FOR LEASE

516-621-9200
For a complete listing of our properties:
http://www.loopnet.com/Profile/17637704541/Kevin-Ungar/

A 2nd grade class at PS 203 in Oakland Gardens joins the rest of the stu-
dent body in singing "Gong Xi, Gong Xi," a traditional Lunar New Year 
song. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
As the fallout continues 

over the city’s response in 
Queens after a blizzard blan-
keted part of the borough with 
34 inches of snow, George Stoll, 
president of CSB Contractors, 
maintains that he would have 
done a better job of clearing 
the snow than the city did.

Since 2011, the city has 
used CSB Contractors to plow 
minor side streets in central 
Queens. This year the Sanita-
tion Department assumed re-
sponsibility for all the streets 
in those neighborhoods, as 
well as about 50 miles of tertia-
ry roadways in Brooklyn that 
were formerly handled by the 
company.

“All those neighborhoods 
you saw buried were mine,” 
Stoll said.

 He had his contract termi-
nated by Sanitation in Septem-
ber 2015 “due to efficiencies 
expected in the sectoring ar-
eas, and the need for contrac-
tors to be able to salt tertiary 
streets,” according to DSNY. 
DSNY kept a different contrac-
tor, Natural Landscapes, for 
areas in southern and eastern 
Queens, including Flushing 
and Jamaica. 

Stoll maintains his 20 
trucks, mostly pickups, would 
have successfully covered the 
streets in Queens latest bliz-

zard.
“They just don’t have 

enough equipment and people 
to do these streets,” Stoll said 
of the department.  “Their 
trucks are just too big. The 
city has no plan for the tertia-
ries,” he added.

According to a DSNY Bid 
Question & Answer document 
from 2011, the agency told 
Stoll that “DSNY may be salt-
ing while the Contractors are 
plowing. Contractors may not 
salt themselves.” Stoll believes 
that his contract was dropped 
because DSNY did not want to 
pay a standby fee to CSB as he 
says it had in the past.

DSNY officials said that 

even if the city had kept CSB 
Contractors, it would not have 
made a difference on the ter-
tiary streets in Queens.

“The contractor’s conven-
tional equipment consists pri-
marily of pickup trucks with 
small plows,” said Belinda 
Mager, a spokeswoman for the 
DSNY. Mager said that  nei-
ther equipment from the city 
or from the contract could 
have handled the rapid snow 
accumulation.  

“Our 16-ton collection 
trucks with one-ton plows 
couldn’t navigate the unprece-
dented accumulations on those 
narrow residential streets,” 

BY GABRIEL ROM

A spokesman for Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) says that his office is not 
putting too much into reports 
that the Queens GOP is push-
ing him to run for Mayor.

“This isn’t something we 
haven’t heard before, and it’s 
not in our plans, quite honest-
ly,” said Robbie Schwach, a leg-
islative aide and spokesman 
for Ulrich. “We are focused on 
serving constituents in this 
district.” 

The New York Post re-
ported Tuesday that Queens 
Republican Chairman Bob 
Turner, state GOP head Ed 
Cox and 2013 Republican may-
oral nominee Joe Lhota have 
all encouraged Ulrich to run 
against Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

Schwach, though, said that 
Ulrich isn’t looking that far 
ahead.

“If this adds cache to the 

office so that we can increase 
our services to our constitu-
ents, then it’s all the more posi-

BY BILL PARRY
 
The city listened to the 

angry chants of several hun-
dred striking Uber drivers 
who massed outside the com-
pany’s Long Island City head-
quarters Monday. Organizers 
from the New York Taxi Work-
ers Alliance called for the job 
action after the app-based 
service slashed its prices by 
15 percent last Friday, and 
when main competitor Lyft 
followed suit with a reduc-
tion of its own, the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission was 
monitoring the situation..

Under current TLC rules, 
e-hail apps like Uber, Arro 
and Way2Ride are permit-
ted to incentivize passengers 
with discounts, or other pro-
motions, so long as they “do 
not in any way” affect driver 
income. “Under our govern-
ing rules, we’re required to 
take into account a broad 
range of expenses that impact 
driver earnings in the taxi 
sector,” TLC Commissioner 
Meera Joshi said. “We en-
deavor to make sure that the 
people driving TLC-licensed 
vehicles are paid fairly for 
their work. The commission 
will be listening very closely 
to what drivers across all sec-
tors we regulate have to say 
about their economics in the 
coming months.”

At Monday’s rally  many 
said they felt double-crossed 
by the San Francisco-based 
company after they had been 
promised the opportunity to 
earn $90,000 a year.

Uber said the cuts were 
meant to entice more drivers 
during the less busy winter 
months and that their data 
shows the slashed prices were 
for the drivers’ benefit. 

“If they wanted to be 

fair to us drivers, then they 
should cut the commission 
we have to pay them,” Corona 
resident  Aziz, who did not 
want to give his last name, 
an Uber driver for two years, 
said. “The commission can 
reach as high as 25 percent. 
It’s basic math. To make a liv-
ing you’ll have to drive 14 to 
16 hours a day.”

Aziz said he was one of 
the fortunate ones in that he 
owns his car. Many of the 
drivers have signed leases for 
their vehicles and now feel 
trapped by the company that 
calls them “partners” rather 
than employees.

“I am not hurt as badly 
as the others,” he said. “The 
ones with the five-year leases 
will take a very big hit.”

Dwayne Andrews of 
Ozone Park, an Uber driver 
for the last three years, was 
pleasantly surprised to see 
the nearly 600 protesters take 
part in the 72-hour strike.

“People are afraid to step 
up fearing that the company 
will deactivate them,” An-
drews said. “They say it’s a 
short-term cut, but we don’t 
believe them. The first time 
they did a price cut in 2014, it 
never went back.”

It wasn’t always like this. 
Andrews explained that 
when he started driving 
three years ago, there was a 
17 percent higher base fare, 
a 23 percent higher per-mile 
rate and not as many drivers.

“You were able to make a 
living while working on your 
own time,” he said. “Now it’s 
more trips for less money and 
they keep hiring more and 
more drivers. Now the com-
pany drops the fares. Every-
thing we’re saving on the low 
gas prices has vanished.”

Councilman Eric Ulrich was first elected to the City Council in 2009. 
Courtesy of Mayor's Office

Nearly 600 striking Uber drivers rail against the app-based car ser-
vice's decision to cut fares by 15 percent. Photo by Bill Parry

82nd Place in Middle Village remained unplowed on the Monday after the 
storm. Photo by Robert Holden

Uber drivers’ protest
draws TLC attention

Queens GOP: Mayor Ulrich?

Snowbuster benched
City ditched plow contractor before Winter Storm Jonas

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 36
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Queens Botanical 
Garden’s board of trustees 
has named two new members 
to its board, with outgoing 
members Saul Kupferberg 
and Walter Sanchez leaving 
after each finishing six years 
terms.Kupferberg and San-
chez will remain as advisory 
council members. 

One of the new board 
members is Nadine Cino, 
CEO and co-inventor of Tyga-
Box Systems, a company that 
rents reusable plastic moving 
boxes as an ecological alter-
native to corrugated boxes.

The other new mem-
ber, Edith Meyer, currently 
works for Art Asia Pacific, a 
global fine arts magazine and 
website. She has worked in 
research, sales and market-
ing for more than 20 years at 
Condé Nast, Universal McCa-

nn and The Economist. She 
is the great-granddaughter of 
QBG’s first president, Charles 
G. Meyer, Sr. Her father, 
George Meyer, and brother, 
Willets Meyer, have both 
served on the QBG board.

Rovena Schirling, the 
board’s chairwoman, com-
mended Kupferberg and San-
chez for their service, but also 
said she was thrilled to work 
with the two new members.

“They are the epitome of 
the caliber of board mem-
bers we have been fortunate 
to have join us—bright, pas-
sionate and driven.” Schirl-
ing said. “We enter the new 
year with a sense of joy and 
promise for great things to 
come.”

QBG’s executive director, 
Susan Lacerte, echoed simi-
lar sentiments, saying that 
their business and marketing 

BY BILL PARRY

The World Health Orga-
nization declared the Zika 
virus an international public 
health emergency Monday 
after the explosion of cases in 
South and Latin America and 
the Caribbean. The disease, 
which is transmitted by mos-
quitoes or possibly through 
sex, is believed to be linked to 
microcephaly, a condition that 
is causing babies to be born 
with small heads and brain 
damage.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.)  had pushed WHO to 
declare the emergency Sunday 
when he proposed a federal 
plan aimed at containing the 
Zika virus outbreak.

 Concern about the virus 
has rippled across Queens, 
where there are large Latin 
American and Caribbean 

populations.  The Rockaways, 
where West Nile first entered 
the United States on mosqui-
toes, could be vulnerable. 

  “With at least five Zika 
cases already in New York, the 
feds must pull out all the stops 
to vanquish this dangerous vi-
rus as soon as possible,” said 

Schumer. “The feds should 
deploy all possible resources 
to prevent, contain and treat 
Zika virus abroad; expedi-
tiously develop either a cure or 
medication to treat Zika virus; 
and declare a public health 
emergency. Together, this plan 
will help to beat back the Zika 
virus globally before future 
individuals, including preg-
nant women, are affected.”

First, Schumer is call-
ing on the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
to prioritize and increase its 
involvement in Zika-affected 
countries abroad in order to 
better prevent, contain and 
treat the virus. USAID is one 
of the lead government enti-
ties that works overseas to im-
prove global health, help soci-
eties prevent and recover from 
conflicts, and more. Second, 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside High School is 
being recognized by the Na-
tional Football League at this 
season’s end in honor of two 
former students who went on 
to play in Super Bowls dur-
ing their professional athletic 
careers: Ronnie and Derrick 
Harmon.

In honor of the upcoming 
50th Super Bowl, the NFL has 
singled out about 3,000 current 
and former players as well 
as the more than 2,000 high 
schools that helped to produce 
them, with its “Super Bowl 
High School Honor Roll.”

Bayside High School re-
ceived two golden football 
trophies in recognition of the 
Harmon brothers. Current 
athletics department coaches 
at the school said those tro-
phies give boys in its football 
program people to look up to. 

“It’s going to turn a lot 
of heads in the football pro-
gram—it’s something they 
can aspire to,” teacher and 
special teams coordinator Ja-
son Levitt said. “A lot of these 
boys have dreams to play in 

the NFL, and so they know it’s 
possible from Bayside.” 

The Harmon brothers at-
tended Bayside High School 
in the ’70s and early ’80s, and 
both went on to have success-
ful pro football careers.

Ronnie Harmon, 51, played 
for the University of Iowa in 
the Big Ten Conference before 
going on to 12 consecutive sea-

sons as a running back in the 
NFL after being picked up by 
the Buffalo Bills in the first 
round of the 1986 NFL draft.

He played for the San Diego 
Chargers in their Super Bowl 
XXIX loss to the San Francis-
co 49ers. 

Derrick Harmon, 52, went 
on to play college football at 
Cornell University, where he 

holds multiple records and 
was named his college’s first-
ever Sophomore of the Year in 
1981—an award later renamed 
“Rookie of the Year.” He was 
picked up as a running back 
for the San Francisco 49ers 
in the ninth round of the 1984 
NFL draft.

Derrick Harmon ultimate-
ly spent three seasons with the 

49ers and holds a Super Bowl 
champion ring for the team’s 
Super Bowl XIX win against 
the Miami Dolphins.

The Harmons’ other broth-
er and BHS alumnus, Kevin 
Harmon, also played as run-
ning back at the University of 
Iowa and went on to play for 
the Seattle Seahawks.

Bayside High School has 
produced many noteworthy 
alumni, including astronaut 
Ellen Baker, ESPN announcer 
Mike Tirico and Olympic gold 
medalist Mae Faggs.

The trophies awarded to 
BHS by the NFL bearing the 
names of the Harmon Broth-
ers are now on display in the 
main lobby, serving as a re-
minder of what is possible for 
all students.

“Not even just our football 
players, but our students, too—
the Super Bowl is something 
almost everyone pays atten-
tion to. Now this is something 
they can point to and look and 
say, ‘Oh, wow these guys actu-
ally went to my school,’” teach-
er and assistant football coach 
Ken Dyckman said.

The mosquito-borne Zika vi-
rus poses a minimal threat in 
Queens but the city is monitoring 
the global health crisis. 

Courtesy of Wikimedia.com

Bayside High School is awarded two golden football trophies from the NFL recognizing two alumni who went 
on to play in Super Bowls. Photo by Tom Momberg

NFL salutes Bayside HS for alums
League gives football trophies to school, which produced two Super Bowl players

Goldfeder calls for vigilance 
as Zika virus crisis worsens

Botanical Garden picks 
two new board trustees

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 18
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside High School is 
about to turn 80 years old, and 
teachers and alumni are reach-
ing out to all former students 
to join in the celebration.

Following the school’s 80th 
anniversary on March 16, the 
Friends of Bayside High School 
will host an open house Satur-
day, March 19 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., where former students 
can mingle, walk the halls and 
flip through yearbooks on dis-
play in the library.

But organizers said the 
open house is only a preview 
for the big event slated for Sat-
urday, June 11, from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on the grounds of the 
high school at 32-24 Corporal 
Kennedy St.

The Friends of Bayside 
High School is promoting the 
events now, hoping to reach 
as many alumni as possible to 
establish contact, plan future 
events and further build the 
alumni organization’s com-
munity involvement.

“We want people to come 
back—we want to welcome 
them back anytime —and 
have as much fun as possible 
walking down memory lane,” 
said Vanessa Valente, English 
teacher and Friends of BHS 
board member.

Valente said there are 
many more details to work 
out before the 80th anniver-
sary celebration, as many of 
the organizers are first and 
foremost educators. But the 
most important thing in the 
meantime is—“getting out to 
as many people as we can,” she 
said. 

The Friends of BHS is also 
working to compile a direc-
tory of alumni who went on to 
become prominent people in 
society in preparation for the 
80th anniversary.

Anyone who would like 
to refer people to the alumni 
organization’s directory and 
anyone interested in being on 
the contact list for the Friends 
of Bayside High School should 
e-mail friendsofbhs@bayside-

highschool.org.
Gearing up for the June 

11 celebration, for which the 
ticket price has yet to be deter-
mined, alumnus and Friends 
of BHS Chairman Gregg Sul-
livan said he is reaching out 

to businesses in Bayside to 
help cater the event or donate 
items, to keep costs low.

“I think to help highlight 
the businesses on Bell Bou-
levard, and rather than just 
hiring one company to cater 

the celebration, we’re going 
to bring a taste of Bayside to 
share with everyone,” he said.

Anyone interested in con-
tributing to the event should 
contact Sullivan at greggpsul-
livan@baysidelivetv.com.

Bayside High School celebrates 80 years in March.  Etsy 

Bayside High School approaches 80 years
Teachers, alumni reach out to former students to prepare for anniversary celebration

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

The students from Christ the King’s Advanced Dance volun-
teered to brighten the lives of the people suffering from Alzheim-
er at the Long Island Alzheimer’s Foundation is an out-patient 
facility located in Port Washington. The students performed a 
fifteen minute routine, following a salsa piece where they taught 
the elderly a few steps. Many of the patients were eager and 
enthusiastic to be part of the show, even if they couldn’t actu-
ally stand up..

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Dance Class 
Brings Joy to Alzheimer Patients
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Noran Omar

Student of Distinction

February 2016

The Young Women’s 

Leadership School of Astoria

Astoria, New York

Our February Student of Distinction is a power-
ful force within her school and a committed voice 
for young women. Noran, a senior at The Young 
Women’s Leadership School of Astoria (TYWLSA), 
has interwoven her two passions, journalism and 
technology, into a stellar academic career that 
includes a 3.7 GPA. Noran says that one voice 
can make a difference in the world. And her voice 
– complemented by creativity, diligence, and hard 
work – has done just that! 

It all began during Noran’s fi rst year at TYWLSA 
with her application and acceptance into the 
school’s Tech Crew Internship program. It is rare that 
freshmen are admitted into the coveted program. 

Increasing her facility with coding and fi lmmak-
ing has been eased through attending courses and 
forums in other parts of the state. She attended the 
2016 Global Forum on Girls’ Education, Creating 
a World of Possibilities. At Syracuse University she 
participated in two programs: Fall 2015 Information 
Studies, Being an IT Girl; and Summer 2015 Syra-
cuse Program for Film. For the latter, Noran was 
awarded Certifi cate for Outstanding Achievement in 
Introduction to Filmmaking. She also was awarded 
the 2015 National Academy of Future Scientists 
and Technologists Awards of Excellence. 

According to Andrea Chaves, Technology Inte-
grator, “Noran is not afraid to try new things. She 
developed an interest in coding. To understand the 
gender gap in this fi eld, she attended Hackathons 
and learned the basics of coding and is now com-
petent in JavaScript, HTML, Scratch, and Python.”

Combining her 
newfound coding capa-
bility and her passion 
for journalism, Noran 
launched a YouTube 
channel, Youth Media. 
Many topics regard-
ing empowerment 
of women fi nd their 
home on the channel, 
including women in 
STEM, gender gap in 
technology, technol-
ogy advancement, life 

advice and more.  Events covered by the channel 
have included Symposium on Gender in the Media, 
Made with Code 2014, White House Youth Awards 
for Hispanic Heritage Ceremony, and the ESA-Loft 
ceremony. For all aforementioned events, Noran 
acted as both reporter and editor. 

At the Symposium on Gender in Media event, 
Noran interviewed several successful leaders 
and role models for young women. Among those 
interviewed were Megan Smith, Chief Technology 
Offi cer of the United States and former Vice Presi-
dent of Google [x]; Erica Kochi, humanitarian and 
technologist who co-leads UNICEF’s Innovation Unit; 
Mindy Kaling, writer, actress, comedian and execu-
tive producer of The Mindy Project; and Miral Kotb, 
the entrepreneur behind iLuminate, a wearable light-
ing system that enables novel dance acts.

Noran also interviewed Christy Kingham, TY-
WLSA English Teacher and Lead Teacher. Kingham 
recalls, “I presented at a conference for innovative 
school practices and Noran interviewed me. She 
was a natural – confi dent, conversational, and 
seamlessly returning to thoughtful open-ended ques-
tions.”

The following year, Noran was a student in 
Kingham’s class, who was again impressed. 
“Her study of Lady Macbeth,” enthuses Kingham, 

“infused technology into the presentation. During 
her performance, she projected an image allowing 
us to believe we were looking into Lady Macbeth’s 
mirror. It was very effective!”

Extra-curricular activities include leadership 
roles. For example, Noran planned and taught 
a two-week elective course on how to produce 
documentaries based on identity and self-refl ection. 
She also planned and taught a two-week elective 
course on how to become a journalist and create 
fi lms. Noran taught computer science to 7th graders 
through Google First, and also taught how to create 
an Eco-Friendly Dress while serving as Technology 7 
Assistant Teacher.

During her Tech Crew Internship Noran designed 
and produced the iBook that captures her school’s 
alternative grading system and technology infusion. 
This led to TYWLSA being named one of fi ve Apple 
Distinguished Schools in the New York area.  She 
also supported teachers of the Young Women’s 
Leadership Network Power Lunch Conference via 
different technologies. 

As 10th Grade Ambassador, Noran lectured 
at a YWCA Conference about the importance of 
women to succeed. In her role as Step-Up Ambas-
sador, she represented Step-Up at Lafayette 148 on 
the impact networking and communication play in a 
successful career. 

Extra-curricular activities at the school include 
basketball and dance. Noran is Captain of the 
school’s basketball team. She has been a team 
member for 6 years. In addition, she plays on a 
PSAL Team.  Off the court, Noran is the Dance My 
Culture Club’s choreographer. She has choreo-
graphed Belly Dancing for three consecutive years. 
Lastly, Noran proposed and started TYWLS’s 
Student Government and has acted as advocate for 
11th and 12th grade student bodies.

As the energetic and confi dent senior moves for-
ward to new endeavors, all we can say is, “Quiet 
on the set and…  Action!”

Noran Omar
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

More than  30 schools across 
the borough competed Sunday 
in the First Lego League, a 
competition at George Ryan 
Junior High School in Flush-
ing, to qualify for the annual 
NYC Regional First robotics 
contest in March.

Hundreds of students and 
parents gathered around 
tables to watch colorful Lego 
robots sort trash and recycle 
material. 

Student robotics teams 
have to design the robot, cre-
ate the program for the robot 
and then build the robot that 
will compete in the regional 
competition.

 “I am so proud of my daugh-
ter,” Wei Fu, whose child’s 
team from PS 119 in Glendale 
advanced to the regional com-
petition. 

First (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology), a non-profit, was 
founded in 1989 to encourage 
students to pursue education 

and careers in Stem-related 
fields.

“Queens has a lot of Stem 
schools, so the competition 
can become really interesting 
and you really get to see stu-
dent ideas come to life,” said 
Richard Wong, who sits on the 
First planning committee for 
the New York City regional 
competition, said. 

Wong said the theme of the 
competition this year is trash 
technology.

“It’s innovative ways to 
deal with trash using technol-
ogy,” he said. 

“Our students visited a lo-
cal recycling plant and spoke 
with the owner about some 
of the problems he has had 
with his machines,” said Eric 
Greene, teacher and robotics 
team leader at PS 192 in Col-
lege Point. 

Greene said the owner told 
them the machines were hav-
ing a difficult time recycling 
items based on the barcode. 
Each machine reads a bar-
code on recyclable material 

and then sorts it. His team 
came up with an idea to use 
color coding in addition to the 

barcode so it is easier for ma-
chines to identify and sort the 
recyclable materials. 

“The teams that win these 
rounds in each borough go 
on to the final tri-state area 
tournament,” Wong said. “We 
judge on the robot design, why 
they chose the design and why 
they designed it that way. We 
try to give them awards for dif-
ferent successes throughout 
the competition.”

Wong said that in addition 
to advancing in the competi-
tion, students must also pres-
ent their ideas to the judges. 

“It teaches them critical 
thinking. They are required to 
think on their feet, it teaches 
them ownership and resilien-
cy. You struggle and then you 
might fail. It is real-life work 
situations,” said Greene. 

According to Wong, an esti-
mated 50 percent of the schools 
in each borough qualify to go 
on to the annual NYC Regional 
First competition held at the 
Jacob Javits Center in March. 
The winner of the NYC Re-
gional will compete in the in-
ternational contest held in St. 
Louis, Mo., in the fall.   

According to First NYC regional planning committee, an estimated 50 
percent of the schools in each borough advance onto the regional robot-
ics tournament in March at the Jacob Javits center.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Boro robotics teams compete in Lego tourney
More than 50 percent of participating schools in boro to advance to tri-state fi nals

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Faras “Freddy” Zeideia, 
known as “King of Falafel,” 
was smiling from ear to ear as 
his cash register rang up sales 
from a long line of hungry 
folks Saturday,  the opening 
day of his restaurant at 30-15 
Broadway in Astoria. “I feel 
good,” Zeideia said between 
customers.  

Before the opening of his 
restaurant, Zeideia had oper-
ated a food truck on the side-
walk on Broadway near 30th 
Street for almost 13 years, un-
til the closure of the C-Town 
that used to stand behind his 
truck. 

The former C-Town loca-
tion has now become a fenced-
up construction site for a pro-
posed five-story apartment 
building with underground 
parking.  

Zeideia, a Palestinian im-
migrant, started in the food 
truck business in 2002 and 
began planning for his restau-
rant a few years ago.  The shut-
tering of C-Town pushed him 
to look harder for a location 
just down the block.

In 2010, the “King of Falafel” 
won two Vendy Awards, an-
nual street food competition 
series,.  One was for People’s 
Choice and the other was the 
Judges’ Award. 

In addition to the food truck 
he operated in Astoria,  Zeide-
ia had also run a food cart in 
Manhattan before his restau-
rant came to fruition.

The facade of the new res-
taurant looks like the front of 
his bright-green food truck, 
with big headlights and big 
windows. 

Some of the diners who 
showed up on the opening day 
decided to come back when it 
would be less busy. 

“I have been coming to him 
for five, six years now,” said 
Mohammed Eid, one of Zeide-
ia’s regular customers. “I live 
nearby so it’s convenient, but 
it has to do with the quality 
of his food. It is excellent. Plus 
everyone that works with him 
are the nicest people you will 
ever meet. Always pleasant 
and smiling.”

Eid wanted his friend, Emil 
Yousef, to try the food for the 
first time. For Eid, the long 
lines were all too familiar.

 “He had longer lines at his 
truck, so I will just come back 
later,” he said. 

Inside, customers on the 
line were treated to fresh-made 
falafels by the staff. Others sat 
down in the dining section, 
which can seat up to 30 people. 
Some customers were wearing 

in “King of Falafel” T-shirts 
while eating the falafel and 
shawarma plates.

Zeideia has also extended 
his menu to include popular 
Middle Eastern dishes, such 
as charcoal kebabs. 

Armando, 21, who was on 
line for 40 minutes, said he 
was 15 minutes late for work.

 “Let’s just say I am on 
an extended break from my 
shift,” he said. “My break was 
over like 20 minutes ago. But I 
never tried this and it smells 
so good in here.” 

Despite all of the big chang-
es, Zeideia has held onto his 
big green food truck and has 
not decided where to operate 
it. 

“Of course, I have it—I al-
ways will,” he said between 
customers. 

Falafel King lands
Famous food truck vendor opens restaurant in Astoria

savvy will prove beneficial for 
the board’s work and success.

She also credited Kupfer-
berg and Sanchez with helping 
the board better tap into the 
needs of the community.

“They conducted countless 
interviews to understand the 
heart of our community,” Lac-
erte said. “Without them, we 
could not have formulated and 

adopted a new strategic plan—
Kids, Culture, Community! 
I’m thankful they are staying 
in the QBG as part of our Ad-
visory Council.”

The board meets five times 
a year and members serve 
terms of three years. The 
board oversees QBG’s opera-
tions, property and finances.

Schirling was re-elected to 
a one-year term as the board’s 
chairwoman and Neil Fleis-
chman has taken on the role of 
treasurer for a one-year term.  

Vice Chairwoman Suzanne 
Brienza and Secretary Mi-
chael Bronstein will remain 
in their roles. Pauline Huang 
was appointed to the Execu-
tive Committee and will serve 
as chairwoman of the Nomi-
nating Sub-Committee.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Garden
Continued from Page 5

BY TOM MOMBERG

A Bayside man charged 
with killing his parents in 
separate attacks over a year 
apart was convicted Friday 
after a nearly three-week-
long trial.

Gregory Cucchiara, 39, 
represented himself in the 
trial without his court-ap-
pointed attorney. He con-
tended his mother’s death 
was accidental and that his 
father was killed by someone 
else, according to police, and 
presented in his trial defense 
that there was a conspiracy 
to frame him.

But DNA evidence led the 
jury to hold Cucchiara re-
sponsible. He is scheduled to 
be sentenced Tuesday, Feb. 
23, according to court re-
cords.

Cucchiara faces 50 years 
to life in prison, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Cucchiara has been con-
victed of killing his mother, 
Giusepina Cucchiara, 66, who 
was found dead by his father 
on May 24, 2011.

Giusepina Cucchiara had 
been hit on her head with a 
perfume bottle and choked 
with a pearl necklace she 
wore around her neck before 
having her head forced into a 
bathtub full of water by her 
son in their Bayside home, 
215-46 28th Ave., according to 
the Queens DA.

“Not yet done, he then uses 
those same hands the follow-
ing year to murder his father 
by taking a pillow and suffo-
cating him to death,” Queens 
DA Richard Brown said in a 

statement. “Such senseless 
acts of violence demonstrate 
that the defendant is a threat 
to society and deserving to 
spend the rest of his life be-
hind bars.”

The convicted murderer’s 
father, Carmelo Cucchiara, 
75, moved out shortly after 
his wife’s death to stay with 
his daughter in her Astoria 
basement apartment, accord-
ing to court records.

Then, on Aug. 21, 2012, 
Carmelo Cucchiara was 
found by his daughter dead 
in bed with a pillow over his 
face with bruising on his 
forehead and body, according 
to the Queens DA. 

The medical examiner de-
termined Carmelo Cucchiara 
had been suffocated.

Gregory Cucchiara had 
visited his father the evening 
before and was the last one to 
see him alive, according to 
the DA. 

DNA evidence under the 
fingernails of both of Grego-
ry Cucchiara’s parents only 
matched their son, according 
to the indictment that led to 
the killer’s arrest on Aug. 21, 
2012.

Cucchiara still faces two 
separate assault charges. 
When he was originally ques-
tioned by police about the ap-
parent murder of his father, 
Gregory Cucchiara attacked 
two officers, according to 
a complaint filed with the 
Queens DA.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Gregory Cucchiara is convicted for the 2011 murder of his mother and 
2012 murder of his father, according to the Queens DA. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Bayside man guilty 
in parents’ murders

Freddy the Falafel King greets customers on the opening day of his new 
restaurant at 30-15 Broadway in Astoria.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — An unidentified man 
attacked a woman inside her car ear-
ly Jan. 27 on Avery Avenue, and stole 
credit cards and $2,000 cash from her 
purse, police said.

Around 12:30 a.m. the victim, 49, 
was getting out of her car, which was 
parked on Avery Avenue just east of 
College Point Boulevard, according to 
police. The man approached, forced 
the woman back inside her car and 
punched her in the face repeatedly, 
cops said.

After stealing the cash and cards 

from the woman’s purse, the assailant 
fled westbound on Avery Road, accord-
ing to police.

The victim was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital where she was treated for fa-
cial injuries and released, the NYPD 
said.

The police were seeking the public’s 
help in identifying the suspect, who 
was described as a light-complexioned 
Asian man, about 5 feet 7 inches tall 
and weighing about 160 pounds. He 
was last seen wearing a dark hooded 
coat and blue jeans, cops said.

BAYSIDE—Two masked perps 
broke into Bourbon Street Bar and 
Restaurant, 40-12 Bell Blvd., over the 
weekend, walking out with a safe full 
of cash, police said Monday.

The burglary happened at about 5 
a.m. Saturday after the business had 
closed for the night, cops said. The 

criminals climbed a rear fire escape 
to gain access to the door of Bourbon 
Street’s new rooftop patio, the NYPD 
said.

The business owner reported to po-
lice that a safe containing about $10,000 
was removed from the building.

OAKLAND GARDENS — Police 
were looking for a suspect who robbed 
a Chase Bank, 61-09 Springfield Blvd., 
Tuesday. A bearded white man entered 
the bank around 5:45 p.m., approached 
a teller and demanded money, police 
said. The teller followed the man’s re-
quest and the suspect fled the scene 
with what police said was an undeter-
mined amount of cash.

No injuries and no weapons in-
volved were reported by the police.

The NYPD is encouraging any-
one with information regarding the 
 suspect or the incident itself to call 
800-577-8477. Tips can be submitted 
anonymously.

A surveillance photo taken from 132-05 Avery Avenue in Flushing depicts the suspect in a 
Jan. 27 robbery. Courtesy of NYPD

Police seek Oakland Gardens bank robber

Perps steal safe from Bourbon Street: cops

Woman attacked and robbed in her car: NYPD
C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

An image of the suspect who police say 
robbed the Oakland Gardens Chase Bank lo-
cation was caught on a surveillance cam-
era. Photo courtesy NYPD
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AviatorSports.com
Aviator Sports and Events Center • 3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

Call (718) 758-7510 for more information and to register.

Early Bird pricing
extended through

February 14th, 2016!

Come and see
what we’re all about!

Open House
February 21st

Summer Day Camp

Register between now
and the Open House

and be entered to win
one of these great prizes:

• $300 camp discount
• $100 camp discount
• $75 towards a birthday party

Your kids will thank you!

New for 2016:
   Extended Hours
   Air conditioned buses
   Activities and games
   Educational trips
   Menu

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
Most people may have seen 

a marching band play in a 
parade or on television at the 
halftime of a college football 
game, but between the sound 
of horns blaring and the glitz 
and glamor of flashy uni-
formed choreography,  many 
might not understand their 
cultural significance.

In black communities, brass 
bands played a strong role dur-
ing the post-Civil War period 
in New Orleans — out of those 
traditions sprang American 
pop music: jazz, blues and big 
band. Later, hundreds of black 
marching bands appeared in 
the American South at uni-
versities and in rural com-
munities from 1930 through 
the 1950s, eventually reach-
ing as far north as Baltimore 
and Harlem — each band rich 
with the very soul-wrenching 
rhythms and sounds created 
in a rich African-American 
culture.

Capturing the traditions 
carried on by those marching 

bands on 35 millimeter film 
has been the nearly decade-
long project of photographer 
and Queensborough Commu-
nity College Professor Jules 
Allen. 

“I traveled to different pa-
rades and celebrations across 
the country on Martin Luther 
King Day, Juneteenth Day, 
Black History Month and Me-
morial Day … and it made me 
realize this is a real viable cul-
tural aspect of African Ameri-
can life,” Allen said.

Allen’s photographs have 
just been released in his new 
book, “Marching Bands,” 
which is the fifth photographic 
essay he published with QCC.

Growing up in San Francis-
co, Allen said he had not ever 
experienced marching bands 
or drum corps, so once he 
was introduced to them in the 
1970s, he could not get enough. 

“I really tried to share a 
much more expanded vision of 
these marching bands,” Allen 
said. “You know, photography 
was not only used to illustrate 
the marching bands them-

selves, but you can see in this 
book how photos can capture 
light, gesture and behavior.”

As Allen put it, hundreds 
of people often are working 
together to put on a march-

ing show — from the uniform 
and costume makers to the 
directors, choreographers and 
drill writers. The manpower 
required behind marching 
bands goes well beyond the 

members playing a crowd’s 
favorite pop tunes or system-
atically marching in homoge-
neous character.

“I learned a great deal 
about the discipline these 
people have to undergo — 
you don’t realize that just by 
watching a show,” Allen said. 
“I was amazed at the disci-
pline, practice, intelligence 
and creativity that went into 
all levels of organizing an ef-
fective marching band.”

Allen’s photographs not 
only illustrate the performanc-
es of the young black men and 
women in large ensembles, but 
they go behind the scenes to 
capture the break in character  
and discipline not shown on the 
field or in the street — stills in 
time capturing the hard work, 
frustration, ambition, sadness, 
attitude and anxiousness that 
goes into the preparation of a 
well-drilled show.

“This can open people’s 
eyes to see parts of black cul-
ture that most don’t get to ex-
perience in everyday life,” Al-
len said.

QCC professor catalogs black marching bands

Jules Allen’s photographs published by Queensborough Community 
College in “Marching Bands” were taken using 35 millimeter film and de-
veloped in greyscale. Courtesy of Jules Allen

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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Queens has been on the front lines of an urban 
experiment: empowering residents to decide how to 
spend $1 million in taxpayer money on projects with-
in their City Council districts.

The citizen budgeting exercise, which has engen-
dered great enthusiasm in some parts of the borough, 
has yielded mixed results.

The TimesLedger Newspapers examined the fate 
of projects voted on by members of Councilman Er-
ich Ulrich’s district, which covers Ozone Park and 
other sections of southern Queens.

Ulrich was the first to introduce so-called par-
ticipatory budgeting in Queens back in 2011 and 
drew many volunteers intent on developing projects 
for their communities. Fired-up residents attended 
workshops, formed committees and campaigned for 
their best ideas before voting on what would become 
the top projects for their districts.

Our analysis found that of 35 projects in Ulrich’s 
district, only seven have been completed since 2012.  
Out of the remaining 28 projects, two are underway 
and the rest are in earlier stages.

Ulrich’s office has done its best to move these 
projects through the system, but democratic book-
keeping has run headlong into the city bureaucracy.

One of the biggest roadblocks has been the veto 
power of the city agencies, which vet the winning 
projects and give cost estimates.

The Rockaway Point Volunteer Fire Department 
felt the sting of rejection firsthand. The former chief 
won his campaign for emergency pagers, a new re-
filling system and oxygen tanks, which were found 
ineligible by the city because the volunteer depart-
ment did not have a full-time employee.

The citizen budgeters and Ulrich’s office discov-
ered that some prized proposals were denied—even 
after the money was supposedly allocated—because 
they were considered a “non-city capital project” 
subject to a host of regulations. Some city agen-
cies turned down ideas without explanation, which 
should be required. Lost in translation between the 
city and the council district was the fine print gov-
erning eligibility requirements. Ulrich’s office now 
has an extensive handbook on the process.

Ten of Queens’ 14 council districts will have adopt-
ed the program in 2016, but so far only 23 percent of the 
borough’s projects have come to fruition since 2012.

Ulrich deserves credit for bringing citizen bud-
geting to Queens. But for all his pioneering efforts, 
he and his fellow Council members should be given 
clear guidelines from the city so that elected officials 
and volunteers alike don’t lose interest in drawing 
up innovative plans for their communities.

CITIZEN BUDGETERS

Since taking office more than 
two years ago, Mayor de Blasio 
and the Department of Homeless 
Services (DHS) have converted 
at least nine hotels into homeless 
shelters, most of them in Queens 
and Brooklyn. There may be more 
as these conversions are usually 
made in a stealthy manner and 
some communities are not aware 
of the changeover until months 
later, as the residents of Jamaica 
Hills have recently experienced.

Although a few of these con-
versions were legal, the majority 
were converted illegally, with no 
notification to the community or 
elected officials until it was al-
ready a “done deal.”

By converting every hotel  
available into homeless shelters, 
the mayor is depleting precious 

accommodations for tourists and 
visitors to New York City. Last 
year, he spent $100,000 to $200,000 
of taxpayer funds to hire Laura 
Santucci to bring the 2016 Demo-
cratic presidential convention to 
New York City. As reported by the 
New York Post, our mayor pulled 
out all the stops to try to land the 
convention—from dangling the 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn as a 
hip venue to naming a high-pow-
ered host committee that pledged 
to raise millions to cover the bill.  

By permitting hotels to easily 
and illegally convert into home-
less shelters, de Blasio is interfer-
ing with the laws of supply and 
demand at the expense of consum-
ers. Since there are fewer accom-
modations available, hotel op-
erators will ultimately increase 

their rates. Mayor de Blasio is 
not only making the landlords of 
homeless shelters rich, he is mak-
ing these hotel owners rich.

On Jan. 6, Samaritan Vil-
lage re-submitted a revised and 
shortened Pan Am contract to the 
comptroller’s office. As a watch-
dog of the taxpayers’ money, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer is in 
a position to set things right. As 
tax dollars should not be used to 
bail out banks that took excessive 
risk for personal gain, taxpayer 
dollars should not be used to sub-
sidize the hotel industry. I urge 
the comptroller to reject the Pan 
Am contract for the fourth and 
final time.

Anna Orjuela
Member of Elmhurst United

Stop converting hotels into shelters
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It’s a relief that Freddie, 
the cow who escaped from a 
slaughterhouse in Queens, 
will get to spend the rest 
of his days at a sanctuary 
where he’ll be able to enjoy 
the company of other cows. If 
you want to help charismatic 
animals like Freddie, please 
go vegan.

All animals are individu-
als with personalities and 
feelings. Cows, for example, 
are gentle animals who form 
lifelong friendships and 
mourn when they lose a loved 
one.

If Freddie had gone to 
slaughter, he likely would 
have been hung upside-down 

and had his throat cut. He 
may have had to fight and 
gasp for his last breath,. 

Not all animals are able 
to escape from the slaugh-
terhouse like this resource-
ful cow did, but none of them 
want to be killed. They value 
their lives just as we value 
ours. To help animals like 
Freddie, eat vegan meats and 
other tasty plant-based foods 
instead of meat and dairy 
products. Visit www.PETA.
org for free vegan recipes and 
product suggestions.

Heather Moore
PETA Foundation

Save the next Freddie

READERS WRITE

Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
was in Bermuda when the bliz-
zard of 2010 bore down on New 
York City, burying forgotten 
Queens residents under a blan-
ket of snow.

But what’s Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s excuse?

Nothing quite tests a New 
York City mayor’s mettle like 
a blizzard. A raging snow-
storm has the unique ability to 
pierce through a mayor’s lofty 
rhetoric or grand vision of 
government. The snow either 
gets plowed out of the way or 
it doesn’t; the rest is just com-
mentary.

A snowstorm got Lindsay. 
A snowstorm got Bloomberg. 
And a snowstorm just got de 
Blasio. Unfortunately, in all 
three cases that meant it really 
got my constituents.

Late Sunday night, a full 24 
hours after Winter Storm Jo-
nas spit out its last snowflake 
on New York City, I toured 

streets throughout the neigh-
borhoods in my central/east-
ern Queens district. Too many 
hadn’t yet been introduced to a 
snowplow, or had a fleeting ac-
quaintance so long past that it 
left no remaining impression. 
Our streets were blanketed in 
snow and people were trapped 
in their homes, unable to get 
to school, work or doctor’s ap-
pointments.

In a truly cruel techno-
logical twist, the city’s online, 
real-time snowplow tracker, 
PlowNYC, showed many streets 
as having been recently plowed 
when clearly they hadn’t been 
plowed at all. Really, what in-
spires greater confidence in 
your government than stand-
ing atop a snow mound in the 
middle of an unplowed street 
and looking at a city app telling 
you that the street was plowed 
a few hours ago?

This is just one manifes-
tation of the city’s failure to 

fulfil one of its most basic re-
sponsibilities, but in the in-
vestigatory hearing to come 
(and boy does there need to be 
an investigatory hearing), we 
need to explore if PlowNYC’s 
detached optimism was as 
much cause as symptom. For 
example, was the city relying 
on PlowNYC’s flawed data to 
make decisions about where 
to deploy resources, diverting 
snowplows from streets that it 
mistakenly believed were al-
ready plowed?

Another problem seems to 
be a lack of front loading snow-
plows for our narrower streets. 
Residents all over my district 
looked around like British in-
fantrymen wondering “where 
was the R.A.F.” in the Battle 
of Dunkirk, asking themselves 
“where are the front load-
ers?” But, unlike the unfairly 
maligned Royal Air Force, it 
seems our front loaders were 
really missing in action. Is this 

the result of an over-reliance 
on outside contractors?

The bottom line: the city 
knows how to remember 
Queens in a snowstorm when 
it wants to. My constituents 
want to know why during the 

blizzard just past, this city ad-
ministration chose to forget.

Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
represents Council District 24 
in the New York City Council.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

A blizzard can bury a mayor’s reputation

RORY LANCMAN

Never doubt the popularity of 
the Internet. Lil BUB, a genetic 
oddity with big, beautiful eyes 
and a pink tongue that never 
quits, made a guest appear-
ance this week at the Museum 
of the Moving Image to open an 
exhibit called "How Cats Took 
Over the Internet." As befits 
an Internet sensation with 2 
million likes on Facebook, an 
Animal Planet TV special and 
her own line of plush toys, Bub 
sold out an hour-long "chat" 
last Saturday. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

CAT’S ALL, FOLKS!
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I
n New York,  our lives over-
lap on many fronts. Your 
car alarm goes off, your 
street wakes up. You over-

cook your fish, your neighbors 
gag. You hold the subway door 
open, you have saved the guy 
behind you’s job. We are dense-
ly, intensely interconnected, 
but no place more so than on 
the sidewalk.

And no time more so than 
after a snowstorm.

As I waited my turn to 
traipse single-file through the 
Kilimanjaro of snow at my cor-
ner last week, my teeth gritted 
in fury even as I attempted a 
cheery, “We’re all in this to-
gether!” grin. (Hard on the 
jaw.) The truth is, we are all 
in this together, but our side-
walks are like L.A.’s freeways: 

a place we’d all love to gun 
past absolutely everyone else, 
if only we could. 

“I hate slow people,” says 
substitute teacher Elizabeth 
Atkinson Cuccia. Her strategy 
for avoiding them is the same 
used by NASCAR drivers. “My 
eyes are always scanning for 
a potential opening so I can 

scoot around them. I’m good at 
finding holes that I can worm 
my way through.”

It’s not that Cuccia, of Col-
lege Point, feels no empathy 
for the slow. Her mother uses 
a walker and she herself broke 
her foot a few years back, hob-
bling so pitifully that strang-
ers stopped to offer her a ride. 
(See? We may be impatient but 
we’re not heartless.) (We’re 
scary people who offer rides to 
strangers who can’t run away 
once we start driving them to 
the Jamaica Wildlife Refuge.)

Now, however, Cuccia is 
back to fighting trim, and 
when those in front of her are 
busy gaping at tall buildings, 
or wearing headphones, am-
bling in time with Adele, her 
sympathy gets displaced—as 

do those slow pedestrians. 
Whoosh! She’s on her way. 
Then, unable to stop herself, 
she turns around to see just 
how far behind they are. 

I’ve done that, too.
We all have our favorite 

techniques for passing the 
pokeys. 

“On the street, I usually 
walk along the curb to go 
around the slow people. Or I 
huff and squeeze past them, 
sometimes with a little extra 
shoulder check action,” says 
Kate Schliebin, a Brooklyn 
mom not to be messed with.

“There are times when I 
will sneeze a big sneeze so they 
get grossed out and move out 
of the way,” reports resource-
ful Freddy S. Zalta, an author. 
Another guy I know walks as 
loudly as possible. Me? I whis-
tle, aggressively. It’s part of 
that “cheerful” thing again—
“We’re all in this together! 
(But you are in the way.)”

About five years ago the 
group Improv Everywhere 
went down to the Flatiron Dis-
trict and painted a line down 
the middle of the sidewalk. 

They labeled one lane, “Tour-
ists” and the other “New York-
ers.” Then, wearing official-
looking vests, they queried 
pedestrians, “Are you a tour-
ist or New Yorker?” directing 
the amazingly compliant folks 
to the right lane or left.

“Excuse me, m’am,” one of 
the actors said ( you can watch 
it on YouTube . Look for “Tour-
ist Lane”), “are you just going 
to stand there? Stand in the 
tourist lane. That’s for slow 
people.” 

A woman directed to the 
fast lane said, “As a New York-
er, I appreciate this!”

The Improv folks told her to 
thank the mayor—Bloomberg 
at the time, who later declared 
the project “a nice thing to 
do.” (Does he count as a New 
Yorker, considering he’s from 
Boston?)

Another Improv Every-
where participant held a clip-
board as she explained to pass-
ersby deadpan that, “There 
are a lot of pedestrian acci-
dents between New Yorkers 
and tourists.” This lane ini-
tiative, she said, was just one 

possible way to keep everyone 
a little safer.

The lanes remained on the 
sidewalk for four days before 
they were removed. One wise-
acre on the group’s website 
suggested that next time, they 
should create a smartphone 
lane to make for a “safe, obsta-
cle-less, continuous walk.” But 
I guess it’s no surprise that the 
Improv folks had already tack-
led that problem: In another 
project they provided “ Seeing 
Eye People ” to help people text-
and-walk safely. Improv par-
ticipants in bright orange vests 
cleared the way as people hold-
ing on with leashes followed 
behind them, texting. “Watch 
out! Texter coming through!” 
the guide-people shouted. 

It’s all really funny—except 
when I’m texting. Or gawking, 
or gaping, or totally confused 
as to where I’m going or where 
I’ve gotten out of the subway. 
Then I’m the speed bump and 
you’re the New Yorker who 
can’t give me one single sec-
ond to get my bearings. 

And I go home and over-
cook my fish. 

COLUMNS

Life in the fast lane of city sidewalks

C
ities—like the human 
body—are machines 
that need proper main-
tenance and repair, and 

while New York City has gleam-
ing luxury high-rise buildings, 
shiny new neighborhoods, and 
energetic tourists everywhere, 
looks are deceiving.

Beneath the surface, there 
is urban rot. Our schools, built 
for the 19th century, are in dis-
repair. Our subways are anti-
quated, overcrowded, and are 
becoming more unsafe. Our 
roads and bridges are barely 
hanging on. 

In short, the infrastructure 
of our beloved town, like an 
80-year-old who smoked and 
never exercised, is beginning 

to crumble. We do not have the 
money, the will, or the fore-
sight to make this an urgent 
cause.

Gov. Cuomo, who is doing 
his best to become a modern-
day Robert Moses, has fever-
ishly announced a hodgepodge 
of new ideas throughout the 
state to upgrade our decrepit 
transportation system. His 
eagerness to do long-overdue 
makeovers of Penn Station and 
La Guardia Airport are com-
mendable. His call for more 
capital funding for the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority—forcing the mayor to 
kick in the city’s fair share–is 
also very necessary.

But the pundits are asking: 
Where will the money come 
from for these multibillion dol-
lar construction projects? Who 
will pay for the unsexy work of 
modernizing our transporta-
tion hubs and the system that 
transports millions of people 
to work and school each day?

Well, there’s an answer 

right in front of our noses, but 
no elected leader dare utter it 
because it has a dirty word: 
“gas tax.”

Because of the worldwide 
collapse of the oil market, New 
Yorkers are now paying barely 
$2 per gallon for gas, almost 
half as much as its recent peak. 
There are many reasons to be-
lieve this is the new normal.

I am not an economist, but I 
know that even a 25-cents-per-
gallon tax on gasoline would 
give our elected leaders a 
bountiful supply of funds to be-
gin the important work of re-
building New York. This kind 
of user tax will not be oner-
ous because all drivers know 
that the price drop in the past 
18 months has been an unex-
pected boon.

Of course, any mention of 
raising taxes is a third rail in 
politics. Even staunch Demo-
crats like Cuomo know that 
raising any kind of tax will 
evoke the ire of a big slice of 
their voters. 

Nonetheless, it is time to 
think big. If Robert Moses 
was able to build more than 
a dozen bridges, hundreds of 
public housing projects, and 
thousands of acres of parkland 
almost a half century ago, we 
can rise to the occasion and 
fi x our city’s crumbling infra-
structure.

Like President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal, 
the governor of New York must 
articulate a comprehensive 
plan to justify this kind of a 
tax to help fund the bold proj-
ects on the table. He must give 
a realistic budget and timeline 
for each. He has to carefully ex-
plain the cost-benefi t analysis 
so citizens can feel proud that 
every time they fi ll their car’s 
gas tank they are contributing 
to a better future for our kids 
and our city.

Here’s one example: If the 
MTA was able to replace the 
antiquated subway circuit sys-
tem, our underground trans-
portation would become 30 

percent more effi cient. That 
means more subway cars, 
shorter waits for commuters, 
and fewer overstuffed cars. 
Let’s hear Cuomo and the head 
of the MTA detail what this 
will cost, how the gas tax can 
fund it, and a reasonable time-
line to accomplish these goals.

On a national level, our 
next president should also rec-
ognize how vital the rebuild-
ing of our transportation grid 
has become. We should be 
world leaders in implementing 
bullet trains and modern mass 
transit; yet with each year that 
passes we see China and Japan 
and Europe modernize their 
systems while we lead lives of 
quiet desperation.

It may not be as sexy as fi ght-
ing crime, but strongly com-
mitting to rebuilding our infra-
structure will create new jobs, 
help our economy, and make us 
all proud New Yorkers.

Let’s feel the fi erce urgency 
of now and get those shovels in 
the ground.

New York must address its infrastructure woes

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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C
harles Lindbergh is 
 recognized as the first 
pilot to fly an airplane 
across the Atlantic 

Ocean from the United States 
to Europe. At the time, in the 
late 1920s, he became a nation-
al hero.

Unfortunately, he suffered 
personal tragedy when his 
first-born son was kidnapped 
and killed. The perpetrator of 
that crime was later arrested, 
tried and executed.

In 1932 the U.S. Congress 

passed the Federal Kidnap-
ping Act, which made it a fed-
eral crime to kidnap anyone. 
It also became known as the 
Lindbergh Law. This showed 
that our nation considered 
kidnapping a very serious 
crime and there would be 
strong penalties for anyone 
convicted.

In the recent past, we have 
seen increasing cases of po-
lice officers being shot in the 
line of duty. I am advocating 
for federal law protection in 
the form of making it a fed-
eral crime to kill or injure a 
licensed police officer of any 
state, city or county.

Some action has got to be 
taken to deal with the increas-
ing number of assaults on po-
lice. Our state and federal gov-
ernments have to give strong 

support to our police force. If 
using weapons against police 
leads to their death or injury, 
it should become a federal 
crime. This will cut down on 
these types of crimes.

As there was a need in the 
early 1930s to make kidnap-
ping a federal crime, there is 
now a need to make assaults 
against police officers a feder-
al offense. The time has come 
to deal firmly with the prob-
lem. Our police should receive 
the overwhelming support of 
our government and the gen-
eral public.

It is also time to give more 
attention to our police author-
ity, so that they can give more 
protection to our citizens.

* * * * * *
The 2016 presidential race 

seems to be full of surprises. 

When Donald Trump an-
nounced his candidacy in the 
middle of 2015, few political 
observers thought he would 
become a leading candidate.

However, he has been lead-
ing in the polls everywhere 
and continues to do so. Few 
political insiders took Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders seriously 
when he first announced. 
However, he surprised every-
one. Sanders is an excellent 
public speaker. He attracts a 
lot of young people to his ral-
lies. He has also raised a lot of 
money.

Considering he is a Demo-
cratic Socialist, his rise in the 
polls has been a surprise, to 
say the least. He also speaks 
in a way that is interesting 
to his listening audience. In 
the case of Donald Trump, his 

huge financial resources are 
an asset.

It is interesting to note that 
most presidential candidates 
win their home states in pri-
maries and general elections. 
This year may be different. 
Senator Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina dropped out 
of the Republican primary be-
cause he was doing so poorly 
in the polls. It was also sus-
pected that he would lose the 
South Carolina primary.

This year we may have 
two candidates from the same 
state, Republican Donald 
Trump and Democrat Hillary 
Clinton, so New York will be 
the focus of the 2016 presiden-
tial race.

Q
ueens’ reputation as 
the forgotten borough 
never seemed more 
pertinent until the 

weekend before last, as we 
dug out of record snowfall 
and waited well into the work 
week for the plowing of ter-
tiary streets. While the mayor 
toured Ridgewood and Sun-
nyside, offering a mea culpa, 
members of the Queens del-
egation wrote op-eds and held 
press conferences, bringing 
attention to the situation. De-
spite loud complaints from at 
least two elected officials in 
southeast Queens, many resi-
dents felt their anger was not 
heard at City Hall.   

It’s a familiar scenario for 
the communities that live in 
Council District 28, which en-
compasses parts of Richmond 
Hill and Ozone Park, perhaps 
illustrated at a town hall held 
by the mayor’s office on Lib-
erty Avenue a year ago.  Frus-
trated residents who had come 
to hear about new initiatives 

such as IDNYC instead began 
to speak on transit, homeless-
ness and safety issues plagu-
ing the community. For many, 
it was the first time they had 
been able to express their 
views to a public official.

Much has been written on 
the legal woes of Jamaica’s 
politicians, particularly when 
dealing with discretionary 
funding. In addition to alleged 
mishandling of campaign 
funds, Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) of CD28 
has been under indictment 
for allegedly pocketing part 
of a discretionary grant from 
the state. In light of these al-
legations, the City Council 
stripped Wills of the right to 
allocate discretionary fund-
ing to groups in his district in 
2014, sending that obligation 
to the Speaker’s office and the 
Queens delegation.

Discretionary funding, or 
as the layperson may know it, 
“pork,” is allotted annually to 
council members that make 
 decisions on which groups in 
the district to support. This 
allocation is available pub-
licly on the Council website. 
The current Council Speak-
er, Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
overhauled the controversial 
process, after her predeces-
sor was accused of punishing 

dissenting council members 
by reducing their discretion-
ary funding. To date, 28 coun-
cilmembers have introduced 
participatory budgeting, a 
process that allows residents 
more say in how discretion-
ary funding is spent.

As we are not privy to the 
decision-making process, 
it would be irresponsible to 
make specific critiques of the 
current allocation of funds for 
CD28. Those tasked with this 
have the unenviable role of 
determining the best services 
for a community they do not 
directly represent.  In fact, 
many organizations have the 
citywide scope and experience 
to deliver excellent services in 
communities where they are 
not located.

Yet, the continuation of 
this status quo is not ac-
ceptable.  Of the 75 awards 
totaling $1,293,794 doled out 
in Council District 28 in fis-
cal year 2016, many went to 
large organizations outside 
the  district that promised to 
provide a specific service or 
program in the district. While 
this work is certainly valu-
able, it would appear, based on 
provided addresses, that none 
of the recipient groups were 
in Richmond Hill or South 
Ozone Park.  In addition, de-

spite the heavily South Asian 
and  Indo-Caribbean popula-
tion in the district, just three 
recipient organizations make 
discreet reference to South 
Asian or Hindu affiliations. 
The neighborhood’s Sikh com-
munity appears to be largely 
left out.

Councilmember Eric Ul-
rich (R-Howard Beach) in 
neighboring Council District 
32 allocated funds for groups 
in Richmond Hill and Ozone 
Park, including a few located 
beyond the district borders. 
His office represented a ma-
jority of the twenty-nine 
grants specifically designated 
for groups based in the neigh-
borhood.

“Many quality organiza-
tions depend on discretion-
ary funding to provide vital 
programs, like mentoring and 
tutoring,” noted Richard Da-

vid, a member of Community 
Board 9 and former vice presi-
dent at the New York Econom-
ic Development Corporation. 
“When your council member 
is the only one who has been 
unable to do so, over multiple 
years, it hurts the organi-
zations and the people they 
serve, especially communities 
of color,” he continued.

While the district waits 
for a resolution to Wills’ le-
gal woes, community groups 
should apply for discretionary 
funding and increase efforts to 
be noticed by the other mem-
bers of the Queens delegation.  
Groups can apply for fiscal 
year 2017 (July 1, 2016-June 30, 
2017) discretionary funding at 
http://council.nyc.gov/html/
budget/application.shtml.

Keep discretionary funding close to home
COLUMNS

We need to protect the heroes who protect us

New Voices

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

Discretionary funding, or as the
 layperson may know it “pork”, is allotted 

annually to councilmembers that 
make decisions on which groups in the 

district to support
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens has seen growth 

in private sector employment 
since Mayor Bill de Blasio 
took office, according to the 
city Economic Development 
Corporation.

The number of private 
sector jobs in the borough in-
creased by 6.1 percent between 
December 2013 and June 2015, 
compared to a 5.3 percent in-
crease between December 2011 
and June 2013, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics’ Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages.

During the first 18 months 
of the de Blasio administra-
tion, the number of private sec-
tor jobs in the outer boroughs 
increased by 6.4 percent, more 
than double the rate of the 2.9 
percent increase in Manhat-
tan and substantially higher 
than the 4.7 percent increase 
in a comparable timeframe 
from 2011 to 2013 in boroughs 
outside of Manhattan, the 

EDC said.
The findings were the re-

sult of an analysis done by 

the EDC based on recently re-
leased job data through June 
2015.

“What we’re seeing is the 
result of Mayor de Blasio’s 
focus on growing jobs in ev-
ery borough,” Maria Torres-
Springer, the EDC’s president, 
said. “More and more New 
Yorkers are able to access good 
jobs right in their own neigh-
borhoods. And as we continue 
to invest in industries like 
technology and manufactur-
ing, we expect to see this trend 
continue.”

Total jobs within all five 
boroughs have increased by 4.3 
percent since de Blasio took of-
fice, reaching an all-time high 
of 4.24 million this winter. The 
unemployment rate in New 
York City is 5 percent, down 
3.1 percentage points since de 
Blasio took office.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MADINA TOURE

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) has introduced a 
bill that aims to make femi-
nine hygiene products such 
as tampons and pads more 
accessible and affordable to 
women. 

The measure, the Fund 
Essential Menstruation 
Products Act, would add such 
products to the list of items 
that can be bought with 
funds in a Flexible Spending 
Account.

FSAs allow for individu-
als to place up to $2,550 of 
their income in an untaxed 
account, where the money 
can be used for certain medi-
cal expenses such as bandag-
es, crutches and prescription 
medications, according to 
Meng.

“Not having access to 
sanitary feminine hygiene 
products can cause health 
problems for women, and 
purchasing these items is 
a continuous and costly ex-

pense that females must bear 
for much of their lives, from 
when menstruation begins 
at about age 12 to the time of 
menopause at approximately 
54 years of age,” she said.

Meng’s legislation has 
been referred to the House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
where it is awaiting further 
action. 

Under the bill, FSA funds 
would be allowed for various 
types of feminine hygiene 
products, including tampons, 
pads, liners, cups, sponges, 
douches, wipes and sprays.

Women constitute 50.8 
percent of the U.S. population  
and in an average lifetime, a 
woman will use about 10,000 
tampons or pads, Meng said. 

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), who is pushing to 
have free feminine hygiene 
products available in all New 
York City public school rest-
rooms, expressed support for 
Meng’s proposal. 

The borough has seen an increase 
in private sector jobs.

Hygiene products need
to be affordable: Meng

Non-government jobs rise
in boro under Blaz: EDC

Holy Cross High School 
is honored to announce 
that alumnus, Dean Mar-
lowe, a 2010 graduate of the 
institution, will be partici-
pating in this year’s Super 
Bowl.  After his departure 
from Holy Cross H.S., Mar-
lowe went on to study at 
James Madison Univer-
sity (JMU) in Harrison-
burg, Virginia majoring 
in Sports and Recreation 
Management.  In May of 
2015, he was signed to the 
National Football League’s 
(NFL) Carolina Panthers 
and is currently a safety for 
the team.  This Super Bowl 
Sunday, his team will com-
pete against the Denver 
Broncos.  The champion-

ship game will be displayed 
for millions of viewers and 
is a first for Holy Cross.

Holy Cross H.S. has a 
consistent pool of almost 
30 graduates who suc-
cessfully move on to play 
college football.  At one 
time, Marlowe was a part 
of this total and is cur-
rently among a number of 
Holy Cross football play-
ers signed to an NFL team.  
Like Marlowe, our players’ 
exceptional talent, com-
mitment to and absolute 
love of football led them 
to great things – and this 
time – it’s Super Bowl 50.

Of 22 high schools in the 
Tri-State area associated 
with the Catholic High 

Schools Football League 
(CHSFL), Holy Cross is one 
of seven AAA high school 
football teams and remains 
the only high school in 
Queens to hold and main-
tain the AAA status.  

Congratulations and 
good luck, Dean Marlowe, 

#29 of the Carolina Pan-
thers!  We’re all rooting 
for you!

For more information 
regarding our offered aca-
demic and athletic pro-
grams, please contact Mr. 
Robert Botero, Director of 
Admissions, at 718-886-7250 
extension 558.

Holy Cross High School’s 2016 Super Bowl Superstar
– Dean Marlowe ‘10

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Please Visit a Parish School or Academy during Catholic Schools Week

Go to  to find a School today!

我
们
是
天
主
教
教
育
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State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
has announced plans to introduce 
legislation that would create special 
architectural districts throughout the 
state. The move was prompted by the 
Broadway Flushing neighborhood’s 
losing battle for city landmark status.

The bill, still in draft form but to be 
introduced in the new legislative ses-
sion, would create a process allowing 
residents to petition for their neigh-
borhood to be protected by their local 
zoning authority from non-contextual 
architectural styles, Avella said.

Residents of Broadway Flushing 
have been trying to do just that by 
applying for historic landmark sta-
tus several times over the last decade 
from the city Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, which has denied the re-
quests, citing a range of architectural 
styles throughout the neighborhood.

Avella said under his bill, petitions 
for architectural district designation 
would require residents to detail a plan 
with the special design characteristics 
reflected in their neighborhood, which 
would have to be approved through a 
public hearing process. 

“When it comes to protecting the 
aesthetic integrity of these beautiful 
neighborhoods throughout New York, 
every day that passes threatens the ex-

istence of these valued communities,” 
Avella said in a statement. “There 
needs to be another way through 
which residents can protect the char-
acter of their neighborhoods outside of 
being granted historical status, which 
in New York City the LPC has been re-
luctant to do.”

Under the concept, the city Depart-
ment of Buildings or any equivalent 
agency in other municipalities would 
be made to enforce the design limits 
set by the architectural district desig-
nation.    ~ Tom Momberg 

The Public Advocate’s office filed 
a lawsuit against the city Department 
of Education earlier this week, claim-
ing the agency has failed to meet the 
needs of its students with disabilities, 
which has resulted in a loss in Medic-
aid revenue for the city.

More than 47,300 students from 
Queens with disabilities were en-
rolled in public school during the 
2014-2015 school year, according to 
DOE demographic data. That number 
has grown significantly, from about 
42,700 in the 2010-2011 school year, ac-
cording to the same data set. 

The suit, which was filed with 
State Supreme Court in Manhattan, 
asks for a judicial inquiry leading 
to a plan to address neglect to the 
education system’s growing disabled 
student population, Public Advocate 
Letitia James said.

James accuses DOE’s Special Edu-
cation Student Information System—
intended to establish and track data 
from the Individual Education Pro-
grams, or IEPs, of students with dis-
abilities to ensure compliance with 
state and federal requirements—of 
failing to do that.

Requests by the public advocate 
and the Independent Budget Office 
for IEP data have been denied by the 
DOE.

James said failure to collect prop-
er data, using a system which has cost 
the city $130 million since 2009, is a 
failure both on the behalf of taxpay-
ers and on the behalf of children with 
disabilities, who could have benefited 
from services implemented with the 
use of such data.

The public advocate also said the 
city has missed out on millions of dol-
lars in Medicaid revenue by not meet-
ing state and federal mandates.

“DOE has failed our children with 
disabilities for decades—ignoring 
pleas of parents, students and teach-
ers—so we are taking them to court,” 
James said in a statement. “We will 
never stop fighting for our children 
in need to get every opportunity they 
deserve.”

~ Tom Momberg

Sen. Tony Avella announced plans to intro-
duce a bill granting another option to neigh-
borhoods like Broadway Flushing, which has 
failed to attain historical status, to apply for 
design restriction as a special architectural 
district.  Courtesy of Wikimedia.com

Public Advocate’s offi ce 
fi les suit against DOE

Bill would save hoods

she said. And we still had difficulty on 
some tertiary streets in Queens and SI 
where we have contractors assisting 
us.”  

According to DSNY regulations for 
contractors, failure to completely plow 
all streets in the district covered by 
the contract within 24 hours after the 
end of the blizzard results in a fine of 
$200 per block not plowed for each hour 
late.

“They didn’t follow their own guide-
lines,” Stoll said.

Additionally, in Manhattan if 6 
inches or more of snow accumulation 
is forecast, DSNY may activate tertia-
ry plowing requirement contract ven-
dors to report and assist with DSNY 
plowing operations. No such provision 
exists in Queens.

As problems emerged last Sunday, 
the city moved scores of additional 
pieces of equipment into Queens. The 
city’s snow plan for Queens included 
173 large salt-spreaders that can be 
outfitted with plows, 710 trucks avail-
able to plow and 62 front-end loaders. 
Those counts were roughly equal to 
the previous year’s plan, when 712 
trucks were assigned to the borough, 
150 large spreaders and the same num-
ber of front-end loaders.

By Monday, almost half of the city’s 
snow-plowing equipment had been 
diverted to Queens, according to the 
mayor’s office.

Yet some streets remained un-
plowed 36 hours after the storm and 
residents were livid with what they say 
was a woefully ineffectual response 
from the city.

“Commissioner Garcia’s institu-
tional memory doesn’t exist,” said 
Vincent Arcuri, chairman of Com-
munity Board 5,  which covers the 
neighborhoods of Ridgewood, Middle 
Village, Maspeth and Glendale  “The 
same streets in our neighborhoods get 
hit every storm, yet for the city it’s just 
business as usual.” 

In October 2014, Garcia announced 
that the department had reviewed its 
own internal operations, strategies 
and policies in order to improve its fu-
ture performance during storms.

Harry Nespoli, president of the Uni-
formed Sanitationmen’s Association 
union, largely approved of the updated 
procedures but objected to “tertiary 
contracts” like Stoll’s, which pay pri-
vate contractors to be on standby to as-
sist the Department of Sanitation with 
plowing if necessary.

“I wish that those contracts would 
drop already,” he said. 

Eleven months after the review  , 
Stoll’s contract was canceled.

For Arcuri, with or without con-
tractors, Queens, he said, seems to per-
petually get short shrift from the city.

“With every storm it’s always the 
same for Queens,” he said.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Schumer is calling on the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and 
the National Institutes of Health to 
focus resources to expeditiously de-
velop a vaccine and to work alongside 
the private sector in doing so. There 
is currently no cure, treatment or 
vaccine available for Zika, which can 
be extremely serious for pregnant 
women because of possible birth de-
fects—like microcephaly—linked to 
the virus.

Schumer said this plan, along 
with the WHO designation, would 
help better fight this virus abroad 
before it spreads further and brings 
more cases to the United States. 

The threat is of great concern on 
the Rockaway Peninsula, an area 
surrounded by water in close proxim-
ity to JFK International Airport.

“Here in Queens, we’re no strang-
ers to the threat of mosquito-borne 
illnesses and their effects,” state 
Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) said. “As the site of the 
nation’s first reported case of West 
Nile Virus, we know all too well the 
need for vigilance in the face of risks 
to public health. In light of the grow-
ing health emergency I urge our city 
and state Health departments to take 
every necessary measure to prevent 
the further spread of the virus  and 
appropriately attend to vulnerable 
populations in the community.”

Last week Deputy Mayor for 
Health and Human Services Dr. Her-
minia Palacio and the city’s Depart-
ment of Health Commissioner Dr. 
Mary T. Bassett provided an update 
on the city’s response to the Zika vi-
rus outbreak. 

“Though mosquitoes are not cur-
rently active in New York City, we 
have already started a comprehen-
sive response to the  Zika virus,” Pala-
cio said. “We want to ensure all New 
Yorkers traveling to warmer climates 
are taking preventive measures, and 
we are prepared as mosquito season 
approaches.”

These measures include the use of 
repellent containing DEET and wear-
ing protective clothing such as long 
sleeves, long pants and closed shoes. 
The DOH is also urging travelers to 
stay in places with air conditioning 
or that use window and door screens, 
use bed-nets for sleeping, and elimi-
nate standing water that collects in 
and around your residence.

“We strongly recommend that 
any pregnant women delay travel to 
the ares affected by the virus,” Bas-
sett said. “And we urge any pregnant 
women returning from these areas to 
speak with their physician.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Snow Zika virus
Continued from Page 4 Continued from Page 5
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The Forest Hills Stadium 
is banging on as British rock 
band Mumford & Sons an-
nounced this week via Twitter 
that it will be returning to the 
historic venue this summer.

The band will perform in 
the stadium June 16, along 
with soul singer Raury, orga-
nizers said.

The concert at the Forest 
Hills Stadium will be part of 
Mumford & Sons’ tour, which 
begins on March 4 when the 
group headlines the Okeecho-
bee Festival in Florida.

“We’re thrilled to announce 
the return of Mumford & Sons 
to Forest Hills Stadium,” said 
Forest Hills Stadium promot-
er Mike Luba in a statement. 
“This is just the beginning. 
We’ve got another diverse sea-
son of entertainment to share 
with you soon.” 

Mumford & Sons was the 
first group to play at the his-
toric venue in August 2013 

after it had gone through de-
cades of disuse.

After the sold-out perfor-
mance, which was seen a test 
case for the commercial viabil-
ity of blockbuster acts at the 
stadium, dozens of perform-
ers have played at the venue, 
including rap superstars Lil’ 
Wayne and Drake in 2014. 

Since then, tension has de-
veloped over the concert series 
due to disgruntled residents.

After Mumford & Sons’ 
performance, a group of an-
gry Forest Hills residents 
launched foresthillsconcert-
fiasco.org, to seek comments 
and complaints from others 
frustrated by the event.

Besides traffic, neighbors 
had also complained about 
noise and encounters with in-
toxicated concert-goers.

In 2014, the stadium was 
refurbished, adding new seats, 
handrails and widened aisles.

The club, which recently 
celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary, built the stadium in 1923 

to house the US Open tennis 
tournament. When the event 
moved to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park in 1978, the sta-
dium was turned into a venue 
for major musical acts, includ-
ing Bob Dylan and Donna 
Summer. But, during the 
1980s, after a few too many 
raucous crowds disturbed the 
surrounding neighborhood, 
the concerts came to a halt and 
the stadium was closed, gradu-
ally falling into disrepair.

The complete 2016 line-up 
will be announced soon, the 
organizers said.

Tickets for the show will 
go on sale Feb. 4, at 10 a.m. All 
tickets will cost $70 and can 
be purchased at the following 
website:

Doors will open at 5 p.m., 
and the show will start at 6:30 
p.m.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

BY BILL PARRY

Just days after Winter 
Storm Jonas basted Jackson 
Heights with 34 inches of 
snow, state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Wood-
side on the Move donated 
more than 1,700 winter coats 
to area community and faith-
based organizations, which 
will distribute them to needy 
families and individuals. 
This was Peralta’s seventh 
annual coat drive.

“A lot of our hardwork-
ing families are struggling 
to keep warm,” Peralta said. 
“These coats will provide 
some relief for families who 
are struggling to make ends 
meet, especially with winter-
related expenses, such as 
heat.”

Peralta’s coat drive gets 
larger each year. “In 2011, 
we distributed 250 coats, and 
this year we are distribut-
ing more than 1,700,” he said. 
“Each year we are provid-
ing our neighbors with more 

coats thanks to the generos-
ity of all the co-sponsors. 
Without them, the coat drive 
wouldn’t be a reality winter 
after winter.”

Sponsors included the 
Burlington Coat Factory, 
Delta Airlines, United Health 
Care and Starbucks Coffee 
Company and other elected 
officials. 

“Getting through the win-
ter months can be particular-
ly harsh for our city’s vulner-
able communities,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “As tempera-
tures continue to drop, no 
one should have to go without 
something as basic as a warm 
coat.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Peralta’s coat initiative
warms needy families

Mumford & Sons set to play 
at historic Forest Hills venue

MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
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• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Nearly 90 percent of New 
Yorkers say corruption in 
state government is a serious 
problem and two-thirds of 
those polled say the job of leg-
islator should be full time and 
without outside income.

The Siena College poll also 
said that by an 84 percent to 14 
percent margin, those polled 
believe lawmakers convicted 
of a crime having to do with 
their legislative duties should 
lose their pensions.

“New Yorkers’ confidence 
in state government in Albany 
hovers at historic levels,” said 
Sienna pollster Steven Green-
berg. “Nearly nine out of 10 
voters say corruption is a se-
rious problem in Albany with 
more than half saying it’s a 
very serious problem.”

Greenberg said the state 
Senate and Assembly are each 
viewed favorably by fewer 
than 40 percent of voters.

“By nearly two-to-one 

margins—60 percent to 34 
percent—voters support mak-
ing legislators full time and 
banning outside employment,” 
Greenberg said. “Voters from 
every party and region sup-
port making the Legislature 
full time and banning outside 

income, with the greatest sup-
port in New York City.”

“Even if the Legislature 
was full time and all outside 
income banned by a 55 percent 
to 42 percent margin voters 
give a thumbs-down to a raise 
for legislators from their cur-
rent $79,500 base pay,” Green-
berg said.

As to a number of propos-
als by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a 
$3 billion renovation of Penn 
Station and the Dream Act, 
which would allow children of 
undocumented immigrants to 
receive financial aid for high-
er education, “got a thumbs-
down from voters,” with 52 
percent opposing it and 45 per-
cent supporting it,

Mayor Bill de Basio got a 
38 percent to 46 percent rat-
ing statewide, but in New York 
City he is ahead 51 percent to 
45 percent.

More than 60 percent of vot-
ers support gradually increas-
ing the minimum wage to $15 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Both of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
commuter railroads reported 
modern ridership records in 
2015.

For the Long Island Rail 
Road, its total of 87.6 million 
passengers was a 2.1 percent 
increase over 2014 for the na-
tion’s biggest commuter rail 
line.

Metro-North reported an 
all-time high total of 86.1 mil-
lion passengers, an increase 
of 1.6 percent over 2014.

The LIRR’s total sur-
passed the modern record set 
in 2008 when the railroad car-
ried 87.4 million passengers. 
Metro-North’s total ridership 
growth means it has more 
than doubled the ridership it 
carried when it was founded 
in 1983.

“When ridership set re-
cords in 2008, many said it 
was because of high gasoline 
prices and that certainly is 
one factor,” MTA Chairman 

Thomas Prendergast said. 
“But gas prices have sunk 
to low levels and the trend 
is continuing. We are seeing 
the confluence of a strength-
ening regional economy, 
healthier downtowns around 
the region, a new generation 
of millenials who value pub-
lic transportation and great-
er productivity on board our 
trains through the prolifera-
tion of smartphones, tablets 
and laptops.”

Prendergast said Metro-
North had also added more 
frequent trains, more more 
real-time information as well 
as new electric trains.

Ridership west of the Hud-
son River increased faster 
than east of it. On the Port 
Jervis Line and the New York 
State portion of the Pascack 
Valley line, Metro-North ex-
pects 2015 ridership will have 
increased 4.9 percent over 
last year to a combined total 
of 1.8 million customers. The 
Port Jervis and Pascak Val-

Sheldon Silver, the former speaker 
of the State Assembly. A new sur-
vey says two-thirds of New Yorkers 
believe legislators should not 
have an outside income.  

Photo by Seth Wenig/AP

LIRR, Metro-North 
hit record riderships

NYers say Albany corruption 
remains leading concern: Poll

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Continued on Page 36Continued on Page 36
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During Black History Month, we take time to recognize and celebrate the many 
accomplishments of African Americans throughout history. From civil rights leaders to 

scientific pioneers to sports icons to groundbreaking musicians, let’s pay a special tribute to 
the African American men and women who have helped make our nation what it is today.

Cord Meyer Development Company
www.cordmeyer.net
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

1 2

3
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85 Lil BUB's appearance at the Museum of the Moving 
Image in Astoria kicks off a new exhibit called "How 
Cats Took Over the Internet." Photo by Walter Karling

Fans pay $100 for a meet-and-greet with Lil BUB, which includes a self-
ie with the cat and his owner, Mike Bridavsky (l). Much of the fee went 
to an animal rescue fund. Photo by Walter Karling

Every piece of equipment in the new ambulance has a 
designated spot for storage.

To see a one-hour show with Lil BUB, the line to get into the Museum of the Moving Image went out the door. 
Photo by MIchael Shain

In the museum theater, cute cat  videos 
from the Web were running all day 
long. Photo by Michael Shain

The FHVAC claims it can get to a person in need 
in Forest Hills or Glendale in three minutes. A 
city ambulance takes nine, the group says.  

A $100,000 ambulance is the culmination of years of work 
by the Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps' president, 
John Alber (l), and vice president, Alan Wolfe (r).

FOREST HILLS VOLUNTEERS WELCOME A NEW AMBULANCE  Photos by Michael Shain 

AT MOVING IMAGE, AN EXHIBIT THAT’S THE CAT’S MEOW

Queens has nearly a dozen volunteer community ambulance corps. This is the corps from Glen  Oaks, which came 
out to see the new vehicle.
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The problems with poor-quality vinyl windows:

•  Even through normal temperature changes, poor-
quality vinyl windows and patio doors can expand, 
contract, warp and leak.

•   If their seals break and the insulating gas escapes, 
your energy-efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:

•  We’re the replacement window division of Andersen, 
and they developed our Fibrex material 
to meet their superior standards.

•   Fibrex is so strong it helps prevent 
glass movement, seal failure, and 
discomfort in  
your home.

•  Our Fibrex material is 
twice as strong as vinyl, 
and—unlike wood—
requires virtually no 
maintenance.*

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution 
and applies to minimum purchase of 6 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. 0% APR 
and no payments for 24 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. 
Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 24 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers 
are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen 
retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers 
do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 
13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. 
NYC 1307704. Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated 
affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See the Renewal by Andersen 20/2/10 limited warranty for details.

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-800-400-0807

erial 

 Only through February 28th

C ll fC ll f

You get the windows,  
we pay the interest

&

2 YEARS 

$227 OFF every window1

$515 OFF every patio door1

With our Instant Rewards Plan

NO INTEREST  +  
NO PAYMENTS1

Even if interest 
rates go up 
elsewhere, you 
won’t pay any 
interest with us 
for 2 years. 

�

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 
6 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing 
provided by third parties and is subject to credit requirements. Interest 
accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 

purchase amount is paid in full within 24 months.



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 5–11, 201626    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY MADINA TOURE

Although it has nothing to 
do with its Feb. 14 namesake 
holiday, Valentine in down-
town Flushing receives a lot 
of love from its customers 
who shop the store looking for 
unique, Korean accessories. 

Located at 136-54 39th 
Ave., it was previously part of 
another store nearby called 
Small Magic, according to 
Chris Jang, 21, of Whitestone, 
Valentine’s co-manager. 

It was established in 2007 
after that store started dete-
riorating. 

Valentine sells a variety 
of items, including clothing, 
makeup, toys, accessories, 
pens, pencils and jewelry. 

Jang, who has been work-
ing at the store since she was 
15 years old, said the shop’s ap-
peal is that it offers authentic 
Korean items that cannot be 
found in other parts of New 
York City such as Manhattan 
and that its employees are 
friendly. 

“They’re straight from Ko-
rea and most of these items are 
uniquely handmade, especial-
ly the accessories,” Jang said. 

She also said the atmo-
sphere is especially inviting, 
noting that the lighting and 
interior design are brighter 
compared to other stores in 
the area. 

“It’s much more uplifting 
compared to the rest of the 

stores in Flushing,” she said. 
The items cost anywhere 

from $1 to hundreds of dollars, 
with coats costing between 
$100 to $200 and the pens cost-

ing $1.99, the manager said. 
“It’s not just one category of 

class,” she said. “Anyone can 
come here.” 

Although many Koreans 
come to the boutique, Jang 
said people from a variety of 
backgrounds buy items from 
the store, with at least 500 peo-
ple in the store per day. 

They are known for offer-
ing nice gift wrapping servic-
es, she said. 

“It gets extremely chaotic 
in the holidays because we’re 
essentially a gift shop,” she 
said.

Reviewers on Yelp echoed 
the manager’s sentiments.

One reviewer from Cali-
fornia who visited New York 
in September was roaming 
around the streets of Flushing 
and the sparkliness of the bou-
tique caught her attention. She 
said she loved the wide selec-
tion of “cute items.”

Another reviewer from 
Queens said she always goes 
to the shop once a year to get 
her scheduler/planner. 

“They have a a very ador-
able collection which ranges 
from very plain and simple to 
ones with a lot of pictures or 
themes,” she wrote.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer

When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.

When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person 
per professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 

Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com
The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park

Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Valentine in downtown Flushing 
presents a bright and colorful face 
to its neighborhood. The store also 
stocks stationery offerings (r) that 
are popular with its customers  

Photos by Madina Toure

Sweetheart deals at Flushing shop
Valentine on 39th Avenue offers one-of-a-kind Korean accessories, other gift items
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/05/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995 $10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

NEVER GET STUCK IN THE SNOW AGAIN! MAJOR WORLD
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/05/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

D SUV CENTER! OVER 700 SUV’S IN OUR INVENTORY!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Never too early to start: Councilman Paul Vallone meets in Ft. Totten with the Grucci fire-
works people and the Parks Department to plan the July 4th event for summer.  

Courtesy of Councilman Vallone

A serious blaze in an attached house on picturesque Powell Cove Boulevard in Whitestone 
left one firefighter with minor burns, according to reports.  Courtesy of NYC Firewire

The yeshiva of the Lubavitch Jewish sect has a meet-
and-greet with the brass at the Forest Hills'  precinct.  

Courtresy of 112th Pct

Fred Hochberg (c), the head of the Export-Import Bank, with 
Thomas Grech (l), exec. dir., Queens Chamber of Commerce and 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks at a borough breakfast.     Courtesy QCC

City Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia (c) gets an earful at Ridgewood's PS 68 
about the snow removal problems from last week blizzard  during a tour of Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley's (l) central Queens district. Courtesy of Council Member Crowley

No special occasion but some fans of Simon and Garfunkel 
posted the singers' Forest Hills HS Yearbook photos online 
this week. Paul Simon was nearly a lawyer?  Twitter

Borough President Melinda Katz visits the set of the political drama "Madame Secretary" 
at Silver Cup Studios in Long Island City, one of three full-time movie and TV production 
 studios in Queens.  Courtesy of the Borough President's office
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A young girl from Flushing 
 has received a new prosthetic 
hand that was developed using 
some of the latest in 3D print-
ing technology. 

Doctors at Jacobi Medi-
cal Center in Morris Park in 
the Bronx created the custom-
fi tting hand for Yujing He, 
13. After being fi tted with the 
prosthetic hand, a fi rst for 
the hospital, she is now able 
to move the fi ngers on her left 
hand for basic functions. 

Yujing seemed very happy 
with her new hand, saying she 
was going through a period of 
adjustment. 

“I feel more confi dent and 
happier to have this new hand,” 
she said through a translator. 
“I think it is a miracle that I 
can try to do some things that 
I could not do without this 
hand.” 

3D printing involves mold-
ing narrow pieces of plastic 
together to create a three di-

mensional image to the speci-
fi cations created in a computer 
model, a hospital spokesman 
explained. 

These kinds of prosthetics 
are ideal for patients who are 
still growing, because they can 

be adjusted with relative ease, 
her doctors said. 

The recently completed op-
eration was performed in col-
laboration with Montefi ore’s 
podiatry department, where 
one of He’s doctors, Dr. Kyle 
Silva, works. 

Jacobi plastic surgeon and 
Burn Fellow Dr. Cesar Colas-
ante led the medical center’s 
part of the effort, and said he 
has been working with 3D 
printing for about 15 years.

Using 3D printing can re-
duce the cost of a prosthetic 
hand from thousands of dollars 
to as little as $30, and adjust-
ments can be made within a 
day, said Colasante. 

“She is going to continue 
growing and she is going to 
outgrow her prosthesis within 
a year,” he said, adding that the 
low cost for the hospital allows 
it to go ahead with operations 
quickly rather than waiting 
months for Medicaid to approve 
a procedure.  

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has ap-
proved the final major con-
tract for construction of the 
$10.8 billion East Side Access 
project to provide tens of 
thousands of commuters a 
faster and more direct route 
from Queens to Manhattan’s 
East Side.

The latest contract is for 
construction of four railroad 
platforms and eight tracks in 
the station more than 100 feet 
below Grand Central Termi-
nal.

Another project just 
awarded will be for the con-
struction of a tunnel approach 
and rebuilding of a bridge in 
Sunnyside. The value of both 
projects amounts to almost 
$750 million.

“These are a significant 
milestone for East Side Ac-
cess and will turn raw under-
ground caverns into the mod-
ern station that Long Island 
Rail Road customers will use 

when they head directly to 
and from the east side of Man-
hattan,” said MTA Chairman 
Thomas Prendergast. “And 
the Sunnyside contract will 
make it possible for trains 
to reach Grand Central Ter-
minal. East Side Access will 
save Long Island and Queens 
customers up to 40 minutes 
a day in travel time, demon-
strating why transit expan-
sion is a key element of our 
2015-19 Capital Program.”

The project more than 
100 feet below Grand Central 
Terminal will transform 
two 1,143-foot-long caverns 
cut from rock into a subter-
ranean railroad station, in-
cluding more than 12 miles 
of track work from Queens to 
Manhattan, with eight tracks 
and four platforms, elevators 
and stairways to carry trav-
elers to and from the under-
ground station.

“With the award of these 
contracts, the eventual com-
pletion of East Side Access is 

Thanks to a prosthetic hand made 
on a 3D printer, Yujing He, 13, of 
Flushing can grab things with the 
fingers that have been unable to 
move since she was a toddler. 

Courtesy of Jacobi Hospital

MTA OK’s contract 
for East Side Access

Flushing girl gets new hand 
thanks to 3D technology

Continued on Page 36 Continued on Page 36

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted
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BY GABRIEL ROM

A group of roving ATM 
skimmers are plaguing For-
est Hills, Queens Village and 
Flushing. 

Police said three unidenti-
fied males obtained debit card 
numbers through the place-
ment of skimmer devices at 
7-11 locations in Queens from 
August to October 2015. The 
compromised debit and credit 
card numbers are transferred 
on to counterfeit cards for the 
purpose of fraudulently mak-
ing ATM withdrawals, police 
explained.

Police reported five inci-
dents, one of which occurred 
in Forest Hills. On Friday, 
Sept. 4, at around 2:10 p.m.  a 
36-year-old male victim dis-
covered three ATM withdraw-
als totaling $306 on his debit 
card. The victim did have a 
credit card  on his person when 
the transactions occurred. 
Four other similar incidents 
occurred within the 110th Pre-

cinct and 105th Precinct. 
On Oct. 2, at around noon 

a 27-year-old female victim 
from Flushing received a 
call from TD bank inquiring 
about a transaction made in 
her checking account, police 

said. The victim’s Citibank 
ATM pin number was used 
and a withdrawal of $503 was 
made on her card. The victim 
did have the credit card on her 
person when the transaction 
occurred, police added. 

Police said three other in-
cidents in Queens Village and 
Flushing also fit the crime pat-
tern.

Police described the three 
persons of interest in the 
crime as follows:

A white male wearing a 
white hat, white T-shirt and 
sunglasses; a black or His-
panic male wearing a black 
long-sleeved shirt, black jeans, 
white Jordan sneakers and a 
black and red hat; and a black 
or Hispanic male wearing a 
black long-sleeved shirt, black 
jeans, black-and-white Jordan 
sneakers and a black hat. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

BY MADINA TOURE

Lion dancers will ring 
in Lunar New Year at The 
Shops at SkyView Center in 
Flushing. 

Lunar New Year is Feb. 8. 
Starting Feb. 13  at 12:30 p.m. 
at the center, located at 40-24 
College Point Blvd., Norman 
Chin’s Southern Praying 
Mantis Lion Dance Team, a 
popular lion dance  troupe in 
the New York City area, will 
perform in traditional south-
ern style on Level D of the 
center. The performance is 
free of charge. 

Lion dance is a form of 
traditional dance in Chinese 
culture in which performers 
imitates a lion’s movements 
in a lion costume. 

The team was established 
in 1994. In addition to per-
forming during the yearly 
Lunar New Year festivities 
for more than 15 years, the 
team has also been perform-
ing for weddings, cultural 
events, grand openings and 

other corporate celebrations. 
A disciple of the late Mas-

ter Ho Doon Chin, Norman 
Chin is a Master of the Kwong 
Sai Jook Lum Gee Tong Long 
Pai — Southern Praying 
Mantis Kung Fu based in 
New York City. 

With more than 35 years 
of teaching experience, Chin 
currently has schools in New 
York and New Jersey.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

A gang of techno-thieves is prey-
ing on ATM users at 7-11 stores in 
Queens.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Lion dancers coming 
for Lunar New Year

ATM skimmers hit machines 
in 7-11 stores across borough

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on 
your computer, 

smartphone, 
or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Most families agree that caring for ag-
ing parents is stressful. This is espe-
cially true when more than one family 
member is involved in decision-mak-
ing. In fact, many families have been 
torn apart through confl icts between 
siblings, between parents and siblings, 
and between parent and parent. One 
child might feel too much of the care 
burden is being placed on her; or a fam-
ily member might disagree on the type 
of care a parent should receive; or the 
family does not agree on how property 
should be divided.  

These confl icts often cause irrecon-
cilable differences among family mem-
bers, create lawsuits or both. However, 
there is another option: mediation. El-
der mediation is a growing solution to 
confl ict resolution among families. It 

is less adversarial and costly than lit-
igation and it allows families to come 
together to discuss and resolve their 
differences in a non-combative envi-
ronment. Families who hope to fi nd 
amicable solutions are using it to set-
tle medical decisions, end-of-life plan-
ning, personal property distribution, 
caregiver burnout, and inheritance.

In elder mediation an impartial 
party called the mediator arranges a 
meeting, fi nds a location, and oversees 
the discussion. All information is kept 
confi dential. The mediator guides the 
participants through diffi cult conver-
sations and gives them a safe place to 
air their concerns. As an independent 
third party he is able to assist all par-
ties in reaching a mutually satisfac-
tory agreement. In most instances 
these concerns can be resolved in one 

meeting. At the end of the meeting the 
mediator draws up an agreement that 
everyone signs and copies are distrib-
uted. Many families agree that it is a 
much better solution than going to 
court.   

Gail Goodman and Ruth Weinreb 
are co-founders and co-mediators of 
Talking Alternatives, an elder media-
tion service based in New York City. 
Goodman explains the advantage of 
mediation.  

“In many cases, mediation brings 
together families that have not spo-
ken to each other in years. People who 
have been unable to resolve issues fi nd 
common ground and begin to work to-
gether.”

Families who decide to use litiga-
tion take the decision-making process 
out of their own hands and put it in the 

hands of a judge. Once a family goes to 
court, the members are entering into 
an aggressive, adversarial situation. 
The decision becomes exclusively law-
based rather than people-based. In 
many cases, it causes permanent rifts 
in a family’s relationship. 

Legal recourse has other disadvan-
tages. It can be extremely expensive 
and time consuming. It can also often 
take months or even years to complete, 
a luxury many families do not have.

Some families consider therapy as 
an option to working through their dif-
ferences. The disadvantage of therapy 
is it is often a long-term process. Fam-
ily members can spend years probing 
into the past rather than dealing with 
the present. The sessions are time lim-
ited per meeting and some people lose 

ELDER MEDIATION 
helps families resolve conflicts

Continued on page 35
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Few children, even adult 
children, are ever pre-
pared enough to help a 

parent deal with the loss of a 
spouse. In addition to coping 
with their own loss of a par-
ent, many adults must fi nd a 
way to help a parent who just 
lost the love of his or her life.

While it is never easy help-
ing a parent in such a situa-
tion, there are ways to help a 
parent cope with such a sig-
nifi cant loss.

Be mindful of your par-

ent’s health. Sadly, a com-
mon side effect of losing a 
spouse is showing less inter-
est in one’s own health. Kids 
must make sure their parents 
continue to eat regularly. In-
vite your parent over for din-
ner a couple of nights a week, 
and go over to your parent’s 
home for dinner a couple of 

additional nights. If you have 
siblings, share this responsi-
bility. Also, you can cook for 
your parent just like he or she 
used to cook for you.

While physical health is im-
portant, be sure your parent 
maintains his or her mental 
health as well. Depression is 
common among those who have 
lost a loved one, so ask your 
parent about her feelings, and 
if she is getting enough sleep. If 
you have your own kids, bring 
them over whenever possible. 
Nothing puts a bigger smile on 
a grandparent’s face than the 
sight of his or her grandchil-
dren.

Allow them some space 

to be themselves. While you 
might want to stay as close as 
possible to your parent, you 
also need to give her some 
space to be herself. Your par-

ent just lost her spouse, and 
it’s perfectly natural for her to 
want some time alone. Afford 
her this opportunity, but be 
mindful to check in with her 
regularly and not allow her to 
spend too much time alone.

Engage your parent as 

much as possible. When both 
your parents were still alive, 
you might not have invited 
them along to the movies or 
when taking your own kids to 
a sporting event. However, it’s 
important to engage your par-
ent in such activities now, as 
she might not get a chance to do 
such things otherwise. 

Another way to engage 
your parent is to talk to her 
about current events or even 
books you have been reading. 
Doing so will help her stay 
mentally sharp, and you will 
no doubt benefi t as well from 

her point of view.
Take a trip with your 

parent. Initially, your parent 
might be reluctant to travel, 
especially of she had travel 
plans or dreams with her 

spouse. However, over time 
your parent will no doubt en-
joy the prospect of traveling 
with the family, and it can be 
an enjoyable experience for 
everyone involved.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Aiding a parent after 
the loss of a spouse
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Thank you GuildNet.

With GuildNet’s long term care plans, your 
loved ones can stay safe and independent in 
their homes. 

GuildNet is a program of Lighthouse Guild, 
an organization that has helped people with 
vision loss for more than a century.

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad lost his sight, 
but kept his 
independence.

their momentum between sessions.
Mediation, on the other hand, can 

be done quickly and all participants 
are active in determining the resolu-
tion. The process usually starts with 
one family member approaching an el-
der mediation service to ask for help. 
The mediator then contacts all fam-
ily members through a letter explain-
ing the situation and asking if they are 
willing to participate. If they agree, the 
mediator schedules time to talk with 
each member, discusses all concerns, 
and asks for everyone’s thoughts on 
the solution. Once each person is inter-
viewed, the mediator arranges a time 
when all participants can meet and 
discuss their concerns. 

The meeting is arranged in a pri-
vate location where participants do 
not feel outsiders can overhear them. 
It can be in someone’s home, a commu-
nity center, or in some cases, a rented 
space. The space must be large enough 
to accommodate an easel and paper so 
the mediators can write down com-
ments and list issues. 

Goodman indicates that the length 
of the session is often determined by 
the number of participants and issues 
to be addressed.  

“Some meetings can be resolved in 
less than three hours, while in a few 
cases sessions can go on for over seven 

hours with only a break for lunch.”  
Before the family can proceed, all 

members must agree to certain ground 
rules — everyone will have a chance 
to talk, no one will interrupt another 
while another is speaking, and all sug-
gestions should be treated with seri-
ousness. During the whole session the 
mediator keeps the participants on 
track and summarizes the points in a 
neutral, non-confrontational matter.  

There is no uniform training pro-
gram for mediators, primarily because 
the fi eld is so new, but there are sev-
eral respected training courses. New 
York University offers a Certifi cate in 
Mediation and Confl ict Resolution and 
New York State’s Judicial Branch, of-
fi cially called The New York State Uni-
fi ed Court System, offers trainings.

In spite of the newness of this fi eld, 
many families fi nd that mediation is a 
life-changing experience. 

“Many families faced with aging 
parents are acutely aware that life is 
short and family is important,” says 
Goodman. “I am often thanked by fam-
ily members who feel we have helped 
them resolve their differences and 
brought families back together.”

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor/advocate and founder of El-
derCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision 
for aging loved ones when family care 
is no longer enough. Visit www.joan-
naleefer.com.

MEDIATION
Continued from page 33

ELDERCARE TODAY
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starting to come into view,” 
said Dr. Michael Horod-
niceanu, president of MTA 
Capital Construction. “This 
is the next chapter in the long 
history of Grand Central Ter-
minal and the growth and de-
velopment of New York City.”

 The MTA chose Tutor 

Perini Corp. for the 3½   year 
caverns project valued at 
$663 million. Perini also 
was awarded the $79 million 
project to upgrade railroad 
infrastructure in Sunnyside, 
Queens to enable  LIRR trains 
access to Grand Central Ter-
minal.

The East Side Access proj-
ect is scheduled to be com-
pleted in December 2022.

an hour.
Cuomo’s proposal to enact 

paid family leave through an 
employee-funded program 

that provides up to 12 weeks 
of job-protected leave to allow 
workers to bond with a new 
child or care for a sick rela-
tive is supported by voters 80 
percent to 18 percent.

tive,” he said. 
Ulrich, one of only three Re-

publicans in the city council, 
and Queens’ only member of 
the GOP, would face a difficult 
political climb, as Democrats 
hold a super majority in city 
government and a 6-to1 voter-
registration advantage. 

Nevertheless, Robert Hold-
en, President of Juniper Valley 
Civic Association, was bullish 
on Ulrich’s future prospects.

“The city needs him. 
Queens certainly needs him, 
and Middle Village desperate-
ly needs him,” Holden said. “I 

remember when Councilman 
Tom Ognibene introduced me 
to Eric when he was 18 and 
Tom said ‘this young man 
will one day be mayor.’ Work-
ing with Eric Ulrich over the 
years I found out quickly that 
Tom may have underestimat-
ed Eric... why not governor?”

Ulrich began his political 
career as an aide to Ognibene 
in Middle Village. Holden and 
Ulrich worked closely together 
at the time, and the two worked 
on building the Howard Beach 
civic association. Holden then 
volunteered for Ulrich on his 
district leader and city council 
campaigns.

“I’m a Democrat and I’ve 
seen firsthand how he works 
so well with both parties. He’s 

a moderate Republican and 
the smartest and most mature 
beyond his years young man 
I’ve ever met,” he added.

Ulrich, who served as the 
minority whip of the Repub-
lican delegation in the Coun-
cil, was elected in a special 
election in 2009 and then re-
elected later that year. In 2013 
Ulrich defeated Democratic 
challenger Lew Simon. His 
campaign was backed by Re-
publican mayoral candidate 
Joe Lhota.

Ulrich has spent much of 
his time in the Council focus-
ing on veteran affairs, good 
governance policies and help-
ing to rebuild the battered 
Far Rockaway peninsula after 
Hurricane Sandy. 

Continued from Page 4 

Ulrich
Continued from Page 31 

East Side

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

ley line are operated by NJ 
Transit under contract to 
Metro-North.

Both railroads said they 
looked forward to even more 
growth because of invest-
ments included in the MTA 
2015-19 Capital Program. The 
program will provide money 
for a major expansion of the 

LIRR’s main line between 
Floral Park and Hicksville, 
enabling significant reverse 
commuting to Long Island for 
the first time, and construc-
tion of new LIRR stations in 
Elmhurst and Sunnyside.  

It will also underwrite 
construction of four new 
Metro-North stations in the 
Bronx and expansion of Met-
ro-North’s New Haven line to 
Penn Station, 

“It makes for a more per-
sonalized experience,” said Co-
lasante, who also said that the 
possibilities for using the tech-
nology have the potential for 
exponential growth. 

Dr. Silva believes that 3D 
printing will continue to be 
important in the development 

of models for pre-surgery plan-
ning to better understand the 
reaction of the body, for medi-
cal education or to map out a 
traumatic brain injury in three 
dimensions.

This type of printing is get-
ting better and better, with 
new kinds of plastic becoming 
available. 

“It is fascinating technol-
ogy,” Silva said, adding that 
“the technology keeps getting 

better every day.”
Yujing developed amniotic 

band syndrome, a condition 
that previously made it impos-
sible to move her fi ngers, when 
she was about 3 years old, her 
mother, Qiumin Lai, said. 

According to her doctors, 
she is now able to fully use her 
left hand to grip things like wa-
ter bottles. This was not pos-
sible before the surgery. 

Continued from Page 22 

Continued from Page 22 

Ridership

Corruption
Continued from Page 31 

Hand
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

As a highly skilled calligrapher, 
you could say Simon Xianwen Zeng 
paints his soul on paper with brush 
strokes of black ink.  

Inspired by nature, his paintings 
have an organic quality and are some-
times whimsical. His hand-carved, 
Han Dynasty-inspired chops, or seal 
engravings, embody “a style of classi-
cal strength.” 

“I use brush, ink, color and oil on 
canvas and express my rich imagina-
tion, my childhood memory and my 
love for nature through my works,” 

Zeng said. “I transform what I see into 
something that might seem different 
from the reality, but in the form of my 
imagination.”

Since he moved into his home stu-
dio in Flushing almost 20 years ago, 
Zeng has enjoyed living and working 
in the vibrant area, which in some 
ways reminds him of his childhood 
home in the historic town of Jinzhou 
of Dalian City, in the Liaoning Prov-
ince of southern China. 

He started painting and writ-
ing calligraphy when he was 12, and 
learned the ancient art forms passed 
down by the masters. Eventually, he 
won national awards. But he yearned 
for more. 

“At that time, China was going 
Continued on Page 42

Pictured top, Artist Simon Xianwen Zeng 
created this piece, “Double Monkey,” in 
honor of the start of the Lunar New Year 
later this month. This will be the Year of the 
Monkey.  Photo courtesy Simon Xianwen Zeng

Flushing calligrapher 
Simon Xianwen Zeng rings 
in the Year of the Monkey 

with new works

TimesLedger, February 5–11, 2016 Sudoku 38 
Arts & Entertainment 40 

Crossword Puzzle 41 
Guide to Dining 43 



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, FEB. 5–11, 2016 TL

PRODUCTIONS

“Astoria Stories” — To 
celebrate APAC’s 15th 
anniversary, it will present 
a festival of short plays and 
musicals focused on various 
places in Astoria. 
When: Feb. 19 through Feb. 
27
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-
44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 
— Parkside Players present 
Tennessee William’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play from 1955 
which explores the Pollitt 
family members, who when 
they aren’t keeping secrets 
from each other, lie to one 
another.  
When: Feb. 20 - March 5
Where: Grace Lutheran 
Church, 103-15 Union 
Turnpike, Forest Hills

Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“A Chorus Line” — This 
production marks the 40th 
anniversary since “A Chorus 
Line” debuted on Broadway. 
The show is the ultimate 
backstage musical about the 
need to perform. 
When: Through Feb. 14
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

“Lend Me a Tenor” 
— Maggie’s Little 
Theater presents Ken 
Ludwig’s comical play 
of misunderstandings 
surrounding a drugged 
opera star, his cheating wife 
and a slew of theater folks in 
1934 Cleveland. 
When: Feb. 27 - March 13

Where: St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Shrek The Musical Jr.”  — 
Rockway Theatre’s Young 
People’s Theatre Workshop 
presents a musical version 
of the hit animated fi lm 
about Shrek the ogre, 
his sidekick Donkey and 
Princess Fiona. 
When: Through Feb. 14
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $10/general admission
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee”  
—  The recent Broadway 
musical comedy follows six 

Continued on Page 41

Answers in Sports

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY
Delicious homemade Italian food at a price you can afford!

COLD HEROS 3 FT. to 6 FT.
$1500 per ft. Italian 
Mortadella, Salami, Provolone, Mozzarella, 
Pepperoni, Prosciutto, lettuce and tomato
$1500 per ft. Chicken 
Grilled or Fried with lettuce and tomato
$1500 per ft. Vegetarian
All sandwiches include macaroni & potato salad

$25 2 Cheese Pies & 
bottle Coke

$50 2 Cheese Pies, 
Tray Baked Ziti

$65 3 Cheese Pies, 
Tray Baked Ziti, bottle Coke

ASK ABOUT

OUR

INDIVIDUAL

TRAYS

ONLY $1995pp 
(Minimum 15 people)

 10-piece solid color balloon 
bouquet, plus table weight (your choice 
of available colors)

 Plastic folks & knives

 Festive solid 
color or event-themed (as available) 
plates, napkins, & cups

 Stands & sternos

PARTY MENU

plus

Sauce

White Clam Sauce

Garlic and Oil

Choose 5. All served with your choice 
of Antipasto, Garden Salad, or 
Caesar Salad, plus Italian Bread

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

718-225-4700
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

It is no coincidence that “A 
Chorus Line” opens with the 
actors’ backs to the audience. 

These are people whose ca-
reers are made by staying in 
the background and making 
the star look good. 

But the Pulitzer Prize-
winning musical, now in a 
phenomenal 40th anniversary 
production at The Secret The-
atre, puts 17 of these gypsies 
into the much-deserved spot-
light. 

The show, expertly direct-
ed by Tom Rowan, begins on 
a high note and only goes up 
from there. 

As crafted by legendary di-
rector Michael Bennett in the 
mid-1970s, “A Chorus Line” 
follows a group of dancers au-
ditioning for a new Broadway 
musical. 

But this audition turns out 
to be unlike any other they 
have taken part in before. 

The director wants to know 
more about the eight actors 
he plans to hire—four boys, 

four girls—than if they can 
sing and dance. He asks each 
of them to tell him something 
about their lives. 

With that simple query, the 
performers take turns sing-
ing, dancing and explaining 
what drives them to perform. 

Some of the stories are hu-
morous and charming like the 
one from Mike, who is played 
by the talented and funny Jon-
ny Stein. In “I Can Do That” he 
tells about how he went from 
watching his sister in dance 
class to taking her place. Stein 
blows away the audience with 
his acrobatic moves across The cast of “A Chorus Line” at The Secret Theatre performs the musical number “Hello Twelve, Hello Thirteen, 

Hello Love.” Photo courtesy David Krochalis

Secret Theatre creates one singular sensation
40th anniversary production of ‘A Chorus Line’ shines in Long Island City outing 

Continued on Page 44

IF YOU GO
“A Chorus Line”

When: Through Feb. 14
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNERVALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from 
Our Menu 

Reservations Required

SPECIAL MENU 
HARP PLAYER

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD 
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
T:718.423.0100 • F:718.423.0102 
Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING 
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER WITH HARP PLAYER

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE 
COSTA DEL SOL BALLROOM FROM 6PM-11PM

Cocktail Hour • Chocolate Fountain • Continuous Open Bar

Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering Desserts 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of Our Live DJ!

PER PERSON PER PERSON 
+TAX & TIP+TAX & TIP

Reservations with Reservations with 
$25 pp Deposit$25 pp Deposit

WEDDINGS • ANNIVERSARIES • BIRTHDAYS • SHOWERS 

PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS 

AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATE UP TO 250 PEOPLE • OPEN FOR 40 YEARS 

SPECIALS EVERY DAY • TWO PARTY ROOMS 

R E S TAU R A N T  &  CAT E R I N G

YOUR HOST MR. CID 
FORMERLY OF THE SPANISH PAVILLION

Spanish Elegance

PRIVATE ROOM 
UP TO 300 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER 
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

Superb Spanish Cuisine from 
Spain & Continental Cuisine
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EVENTS

Birding: Winter Waterfowl 
— Urban Rangers will lead a 
group to the best spots to 
catch a glimpse of winter 
wildlife. Birding programs 
are open to all skill levels and 
beginners are welcome. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 7, at 1 pm
Where: Baisley Pond Park, 
Baisley Boulevard and 155th 
Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Flushing Letter Carriers 
Blood Drive — In memory of 
Zach Smith, the Flushing Letter 
Carriers Branch 294 will hold 
a blood drive. Bring an ID with 
signature or photo. Open to 
donors ages 16 (with parental 
approval) - 75. Contact Tony 

Paolillo with any questions. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
from 3:30 pm - 8 pm
Where: Knights of Columbus 
Joyce Kilmer Hall, 35-79 
160th St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 264-8494
Website: www.nybc.org

Winter’s Night Paint 
Workshop— Spend the evening 
painting winter scenes while 
socializing with other artists. No 
artistic experience is necessary. 
All supplies are provided. 
When: Friday, Feb. 12, at 6 pm
Where: ARROW Field House, 
35-30th 35th Street, Astoria
Cost: Free, but registration 
is required. E-mail Kashfi a.
Tasmi@parks.nyc.gov or call 
to reserve a spot. 
Contact: (718) 349-0444
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org
Birding: Winter Birds — 

Urban Rangers will lead a 
group to the best spots to 
catch a glimpse of winter 
wildlife. Birding programs 
are open to all skill levels and 
beginners are welcome. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 13, at 
11 am
Where: Ridgewood 
Reservoir, Vermont Place 
parking lot, Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Great Backyard Bird Count 
— For the 19th year, the Queens 
Botanical Garden will host a 
bird counting event with its 
results being submitted to the 
Audubon Society.  
When: Saturday, Feb. 13, at 11 am
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free, but registration 
is required at qbgbirdcount.
eventbrite.com.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Valentine Victorian Tea— 
Sample an assortment of 

teas while snacking on tea 
sandwiches, tea breads and 
desserts at this Floral Park 
Woman’s Club annual event.
When: Saturday, Feb. 13, 
seatings at 11:30 am, 12:30 
pm and 1:30 pm
Where: St. Elizabeth’s Church, 
6 Harvard St., Floral Park
Cost: $20/donation. 
Reservations are required. 
Contact: (516) 775-8496

MUSIC

Queens College Choral 
Society Auditions — The 
QC Choral Society is seeking 
new members to join it for its 
upcoming 75th season, which 
will include a performance of 
Verdi’s “Requiem.” Auditions 
are open to anyone with prior 
singing experience, and will 
consist of basic singing skills. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
at 6 pm
Where: Queens College 
Music Building, Room 246,  
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-3818
Website: www.
qcchoralsociety.org

TALK

Deepak Chopra — The 
author and proponent 
of alternative medicine 
presents a discussion on 
“The Future of Wellbeing.”
When: Sunday, Feb. 7, at 2 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $39-$79
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.
org

DANCE

The History of Salsa — The 
award-winning Colombian 
dance company, Cali Salsa 
Pal Mundo, presents a show 
of intoxicating rhythms and 
mesmerizing moves that traces 
the development of Salsa. 
When: Through Feb. 21, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40/general, $37/
seniors and students

Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Hands on History: Collage 
Homage — Learn about early 
African-American painters and 
make your own collage version 
of some of their 19th-century 
works. After the craft activity, 
tour the museum. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 6, from 
1 pm - 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, 150-03 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Long Island City’s The 
Chain Theatre went out with 
a bang not a whimper with its 
final performance Saturday 
night. 

A packed house turned out 
both Friday and Saturday for 
a ruckus evening of comedy 
via the Usual Rejects, who pre-
sented a hilarious and oh-so-
politically incorrect parody of 
“Indiana Jones and the Temple 
of Doom.”

“It was a great way to go out 
on a high,” Kirk Gostkowski, 
artistic director for The Chain 
Theatre, said. 

The show opened with 
Christina Perry surrounded 
by her co-stars Gostkoswki, 
Deven Anderson, Kyle Kirk-
patrick and David Rey singing 
“Anything Goes” in Manda-
rin, just like Kate Capshaw did 
in the 1984 movie. 

“Cole Porter is rolling in 
his grave,” Gostkowski an-
nounced to the crowd when 
the number finished. 

To the uninitiated, the Usu-
al Rejects plays like a cross 
between a frat party — if the 
drama club ran a frat — and a 
midnight movie screening. 

Cast members throw them-
selves into their multiple parts 
with costumes, makeup and a 
array of props. Volunteers are 

also drafted from the audience 
to play cameo parts. 

The Rejects rehearse a head 
of time, but keep their scripts 
handy. Sometimes that can 
result in unintentional funny 
bits, as when Gostkowski’s 
script got out of order and he 
proceeded to perform a later 
scene. 

Anderson, who took on 

the role of Indiana Jones’s 
11-year-old sidekick Short 
Round, wrote the script as he 
does with all the Reject shows.  
The Usual Rejects take great 
pleasure in pointing out the 
obvious plot holes and pure 
silliness that can be found in 
plenty of Hollywood big bud-
get action movies. Previous 
outings have included riffs on 

“Jurassic Park,” “Die Hard” 
and “Top Gun.”

Kirkpartick played Indi-
ana Jones and Rey, complete 
with bald cap, was the high 
priest of the Temple of Doom, 
Mola Ram. 

Proceedings were inter-
rupted throughout the eve-
ning for trivia contests based 
on various aspects of the film. 

In one case, the actor who 
played Mola Ram in the movie, 
Amrish Puri, was the subject 
at hand, when it was revealed 
that he was concurrently mak-
ing 18 other films at the time 
he played this part. 

After receiving a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd, 
the Rejects moved out into 
the lobby for a farewell party 
populated by actors who have 
played roles at the Chain over 
the last 3 1/2 years. 

“A lot of people came up to 
me and expressed their grati-
tude for the opportunities 
this place has given them,” an 
emotional Gostkowski said. 
“They knew they always had 
a home.”

The Chain’s current lease 
expires Tuesday, and the prop-
erty’s owner has already con-
firmed the building is slated 
to be remade as another high-
end residential development in 
booming Long Island City.

Gostkowski expects to an-
nounce upcoming Usual Re-
jects shows later this month 
and maybe even a full-scale 
play or two. 

“We are planning on stay-
ing in Queens,” he said. 

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4541.

The Chain Theatre says goodbye for now

The Usual Rejects David Rey (l-r), Christina Perry, Deven Anderson, Kyle Kirkpatrick and Kirk Gostkowski per-
form their parody of “Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom” at The Chain Theatre Friday night.  

Photo courtesy Matt Wells

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

February 5-11, 2016

By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes
Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston 
university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese 
locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the 
season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic 
locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good 
example
50. Shaped South 
Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones

61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter
3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 
7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower

12. Sea flier
14. Major and 
private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, 
briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice 
count?
27. More precious
28. Many 
Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler
32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian 
island
38. Former NBA-
star Vlade

39. Document 
certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer 
brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's 
target?
50. Elementary 
particle
51. Claudius's 
successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night 
before..."
54. "Field of 
Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian 
bread
57. Toward dawn

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT
TIMESLEDGER.COM

over-achieving youngsters 
— played by adult actors 
who take on other roles in 
the show — as they compete 
to be the best speller in 
Putnam County. 
When: March 5 - 20
Where: Marathon Little 

Theater, 245-37 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors and children under 12
Contact: (917) 647-7526
Website: www.marathonjcc.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 

Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 38 

Theater
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through a very tough 
phase when people weren’t 
allowed to engage with the 
traditional culture, and a 
lot of books and artworks 
were destroyed due to po-
litical reasons,” Zeng said. 
“Just like everybody else 
at that time, I struggled 
to live and grow, but those 
memories became the 
nutrition of my art that 
made me want to pursue 
the pure, true, and beauty 
of art.”

In 1996, Zeng traveled 
to the United States. 

After experiencing 
temporary culture shock, 
he embraced a Western 
way of life but held on to 
some Chinese customs 
and beliefs. He said he 
and his family will be 
celebrating the Year of 
the Monkey by having a 
traditional dinner. 

“We eat fish, dump-
lings and vegetables,” he 
said. “Some of them have 
special meanings, like the 
fish means wealth, and 
the New Year cake made 
of steamed glutinous rice, 
means new improvements 

in the next year.”
When he arrived in 

New York back in the 
‘90s, Zeng’s artistic pur-
suits led him to the Art 
Students League of NY, 
where he met artists who 
had a totally different way 
of expressing themselves.

More recently, Zeng, 
48, was nominated one of 
the 100 best calligraphers 
in New York City in 2015, 
and samples of his aes-
thetic calligraphy pieces 
grace the pages of a new 
book titled, “100 New 
York Calligraphers” by 
Cynthia Maris Dantzic. 

Emphasizing energy 
and motion — two impor-
tant elements of Chinese 
calligraphy — the art-
ist’s works seem charged 

with dynamic life. 
In his pieces you can 

see an intermingling of 
light, harmony and open 
space. His work reso-
nates with American 
audiences, young and 
old. Simplicity and an 
aesthetic balance lend a 
contemporary feel to all 
his creations.

And it’s no wonder. In 
Chinese culture, the tra-
ditional art of Chinese cal-

ligraphy — Shu fa, or the 
way of writing — is deeply 
rooted in aesthetic beauty. 

Shu fa is more than 
the simple depiction of 
words or ideas. It encom-
passes China’s rich his-
tory and culture. Zeng 
hopes to convey this con-
cept through his work, 
and in so doing, provide 
curious viewers with 
a glimpse into China’s 
past, across the centu-

ries, and present. 
Known as the Four 

Treasures, paper, ink, 
inkstone, and brushes 
make up the essential 
elements for Chinese cal-
ligraphy. As an art there 
are certain guidelines 
that viewers are encour-
aged to consider. 

According to New 
York-based Chinese art-
ist Fang Mei Chen, these 
are strokes, harmony 
and contrast, characters 
and the soul. 

“Strokes must feel 
alive, varying in thick-
ness and flair,” Chen 
writes. “Characters 
must be beautiful and 
balanced, as well as ex-
ecuted with the calligra-
pher’s own touch.” 

Zeng’s “Happiness and 
Longevity” poem in callig-
raphy is a great example. 

Encompassing both 
art and functionality, 
Chinese calligraphy has 
been described as the 
art thought to embody 
more directly and more 
vividly than any other, 
the unique physical pres-
ence and the creative 
personality of the indi-
vidual writer.

Look closely and you 
can find that special 

quality within Zeng’s 
calligraphy pieces and 
ink and wash paintings. 
They may appear closely 
related, since they’re cre-
ated using similar tools 
and techniques.

Ancient calligraphers 
believed that the soul is 
the expression of the art-
ist’s emotions that appears 
in a work. And the script, 
which can be traditional 
or not, can be stylized to 
achieve a flowing energy.

That energy is very 
apparent in Zeng’s art-
work. 

His individuality, 
spontaneity and deep-felt 
emotions are expressed 
in one of his favorite cal-
ligraphy pieces.

“The dispersed clouds 
and mist clear the regret 
in the world. The rolling 
waves wash away the 
sadness since time im-
memorial,” he said. 

“Regardless of wheth-
er the piece is Oriental 
or Western, good art-
work should express the 
truth, virtue, and beauty 
of humanity,” Zeng said, 
“instilling within the 
viewer a sense of joy and 
happiness and provoking 
deep contemplation and 
reflection.”

Continued from Page 37 

Zeng

Artist Simon Xianwen Zeng 
at work in his Flushing stu-
dio.   Photo courtesy 

Simon Xianwen Zeng

This calligraphy piece by Simon Zeng translates as, “the dis-
persed clouds and mist clear the regret in the world. The 
rolling waves wash away the sadness since time immemo-
rial.” Photo courtesy of Jason Mandella

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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the Secret’s small stage, 
ending with a perfectly 
executed back flip. 

Another joyous num-
ber, “Sing!,” is a duet be-
tween married couple Al 
and Kristine, portrayed 
by Kevin Lagasse and 
Adrian Grace Bumpas, 
which shows how Kris-
tine, while a terrific 
dancer, is unable to car-
ry a tune. 

The two begin a call-
and-response routine, 
where Bumpas, delight-
fully off-key, sets up 
Lagasse for the tuneful 
payoff. 

The show-stopping co-
medic point comes when 
Val, played by an amaz-
ing Devon Frieder, de-
scribes how a visit to the 
plastic surgeon pushed 
her career to the next 
level in “Dance: Ten; 
Looks: Three.”

But there are also 
somber and bittersweet 
moments throughout the 
show.

Madeline Fansler, 
who nails the world-wea-
ry and sarcastic Sheila, 

joins Julia Garber and 
Amanda Phillips in the 
soulful “At the Ballet.” 
These three women de-
scribe how during their 
unhappy childhoods the 
only thing that saved 
them was taking ballet 
lessons and the knowl-
edge that “everything is 
beautiful at the ballet.”

And while the entire 
cast does a great job, 
three performers stand 
out. 

As Paul—modeled 
after Bennett—Drew 
Michael Gardner moves 
the audience with his 
monologue about grow-
ing up gay in the Bronx 
and recounting the night 
his parents discovered 
he was performing in a 
drag show.

Geena Quintos pulls 
double duty as choreog-
rapher and in the role of 
Diana. 

She gets the oppor-
tunity to perform one 
of the funnier songs, 
“Nothing,” about how 
one should not listen 
to critics, and “What I 
Did for Love,” a sober 
reminder of life’s uncer-
tainty.

However, it is Jenni-

fer Knox as Cassie who 
dances away with the 
show. 

Out of work and run-
ning out of options, 
Cassie is attempting to 
return to the chorus, 
even though she had bro-
ken out years earlier and 
was on her way to being 
a star. 

Of course things do 
not always work out as 
planned and she spends 
much of the show plead-
ing with the director, 
who is also her ex-lover, 
to let her try for a spot in 
the line.

For more than six 
minutes in “The Music 
and the Mirror,” Knox 
holds the audience in 
rapt attention as she 
alternatives between 
moving like a prima 
ballerina and a go-go 
dancer while explaining 
through song why she 
needs this chance.

“God, I’m a dancer. 
A dancer dances,” Knox 
sings. 

Cassie succeeds in 
securing her spot in the 
background, but it is 
clear that is not where 
she and Knox will stay 
for long. 

Continued from Page 39 

Chorus

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat, Noon to 10pm, Sun, Noon to 9pm

We Now Have a Party Room 
for All Your Parties and Events
Please Call to Book Your Occasion Today!

Two large Pizzas
$20 

Pick up and delivery only
Available Tuesdays - Thursdays

Expiration date of 3/31/2016

Celebrate 
best of 
borough’s 
theater

The nominations are in and now it’s time to cast your ballot for 
this year’s Queens Kudos, honoring the best in the borough’s the-
ater community.

Kudos will be given out in the following categories: Musical, 
Play, Actor, Actress, Supporting Actor, Supporting Actress, Direc-
tor, Set Design and Costumes.

Ballots will be posted to the QGuide’s blog, Queens On Cue — on 
line at  queensoncue.wordpress.com.

You can begin to vote once a ballot has been published on the 
site.

Voting will continue until midnight Friday, Feb. 26.
The winners will be announced in the March 4 editions of the 

TimesLedger Newspapers. 
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owners in the area over the 
next couple of months.  

“This is the first time that 
the city has funded a survey 
of the business community in 
Flushing,” Choe said. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said it 
takes this type of “brain 
trust” to figure out how to 
zone and prepare properly for 
the next 35 years.

Urban planners did not 
anticipate the type of growth 
that has occurred in the 
neighborhood, Kim said.

“This is a vision that’s 
been needed for so many 
years, where people from pri-

vate, public and community 
groups that have represent-
ed Flushing since the 17th 
century—the Bowne House 
to third-generation building 
owners—they’re all here to-
day because they care about 
the future of Flushing,” Kim 
said.

Also in attendance were 
Simon Gerson of Gerson 
Properties; Dian Yu of the 
Flushing Business Improve-
ment District; and Maureen 
Reagan of the Queensboro 
Hill Civic Association.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

the construction of the mosque 
in January 2015 and then re-
jected the application in April. 
The January board meeting 
was an intense debate where 
cultural differences between 
the East and West were on dis-
play. The cultural clash was 
noticeable during the meeting 
despite the fact that everyone 
insisted that they were not 
against having a mosque but 
rather where they wanted it to 
be put.

Despite opposition to the 
proposal to change the man-
dated zoning regulations from 
Community Board 7 and Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, 
the Masjid-e-Noor group has 
decided to take the issue to the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals Tuesday for a hearing.

“There are a lot of prob-
lems here—it’s a strange lot, 
it’s like a slice of pie. It’s to-
tally against zoning, the size 
is two times the permitted size 
and the height is two times the 
height permitted,” Tyler Cas-
sel, who sits on the Zoning and 
Land Use Committee for Com-
munity Board 7, said. 

Civic leaders from the 
Kissena Park Civic Associa-
tion, Broadway Flushing Ho-
meowners Association and 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association, along with other 

community leaders, said they 
had offered Masjid-e-Noor 
other property options in the 
vicinity, including a currently 
empty Mormon church which 
would meet all of their needs. 

“Despite our effort to have 
a dialogue with them, they 
are going ahead. Community 
Board 7 had voted against it. 
The Queens Borough presi-
dent has voted against it,” 
Avella said. “We want to work 
with the property owners. If 
they were to pick a lot capable 
of accommodating their con-
gregation, I would do every-
thing in my power to expedite 
the process so they could have 
a house of worship for their 
own.”

Many community members 
said the issue was not that the 
proposed building would be 
a mosque but that the build-
ing was too large for the pie-
shaped lot, and the mosque 
group was asking the commu-
nity to overlook many zoning 
regulations. 

The proposal submitted to 
the city’s Board of Standards 
and Appeals said the two-floor 
mosque would have a prayer 
area on each floor to accom-
modate 400-plus parishioners, 
while on the weekends the 
mosque would be used to teach 
the Quran to roughly 100 stu-
dents. 

In July, Emily Simons, at-
torney for the Masjid-e-Noor 
group, told members of Com-

munity Board 7 that her clients 
would not be able to meet the 
accommodations requested by 
the community. 

“The following question 
comes to mind: Did the pre-
vious owner of the property 
inform the new owners that 
any new building put up there 
would come into question if 
it did not conform to the loca-
tion?,” Beverly McDermott, 
president of Kissena Park Civ-
ic Association, said. 

Rally attendees, including 
Muslim community members, 
emphasized that the opposi-
tion against the mosque had 
nothing to do with religion but 
rather was a building and zon-
ing issue. 

“This is not an infringe-
ment on a religious group,” 
said one community member. 
“We want to help them, not 
fight them.”

“This has nothing to do 
with Islamophobia,” Mazeda 
Uddin, a Muslim community 
activist, said. “This is about 
working together with the 
community they will be in. 
Everyone needs to work to-
gether.”

Avella said he expects many 
of the rally attendees will be 
also speaking at the Board of 
Standards and Appeals’ April 
hearing, which is to be held 
near City Hall.

are currently issuing warn-
ings to motorists who are 
driving or standing in the 
bus lane during its designat-
ed hours, as a form of public 
education for motorists to 
be aware of regulations and 
avoid being issued monetary 
violations. 

Camera enforcement will 
begin on the route this spring, 
the spokeswoman said. 

Although the spokes-
woman could not disclose the 
number of cameras on any 
route, she said there are 4.4 
miles of bus lanes on the Q44 
route, all with varying hours 
of operation. There are also 
signs that indicate the bus 
lane hours. 

Motorists who drive or 
stand in the bus lane during 
designated hours after the 
waiting period, which lasts 
60 days,  will receive $115 vio-
lations. Since violations are 
issued against the vehicle in-
stead of the driver, points are 
not deducted from motorists’ 
licenses. 

Gene Kelty, CB7’s chair-
man said the route is com-
mercial, with people con-
stantly making deliveries 
and dropping people off and 
that the road is tight. He said 
people will be confused by 
the cameras.

“I think they’re going to 
snap a lot of pictures,” Kelty 
said. “I think a lot of people 
are going to be affected by it 
in Flushing.” 

But he said he feels he can-
not do anything about it, not-
ing that the elected officials 
in the area supported the SBS 
proposal, which he views as 

support for the bus lane cam-
eras by default. He said the 
route will not produce better 
bus service in the area. 

“We got the cameras be-
cause of the bus lanes,” he 
added. 

Borough President Melin-
da Katz, for her part, is still 
worried about impact of the 
cameras. 

“Borough President Katz 
remains concerned about the 
details of the camera tech-
nology for the dedicated bus 
lanes, namely whether it ef-
fectively curbs the potential 
for abuse and for irregular 
enforcement,” her spokes-
man said in a statement. 

The DOT started issuing 
bus-lane camera violations 
along the M60 125th Street 
SBS route Monday.  It is the 
first bus lane to have camer-
as enforcing the regulations, 
following state authorization 
allowing the expansion of the 
city’s bus-lane camera pro-
gram to 16 total routes. DOT 
also works with the NYPD to 
implement bus lanes citywide 
through long-established 
methods. 

Camera enforcement has 
already been in effect on 
five other routes, two in the 
Bronx, two in Manhattan 
and one on Staten Island. 

The DOT said that on the 
five routes that have issued 
enforcement, it has found 
that the average violations 
have dropped since the cam-
eras were first installed. 

An independent AAA 
report issued last summer 
found a significant drop in 
violations, with 118,646 bus 
lane camera violations issued 
on the five routes in 2015, the 
DOT spokeswoman said. 

no avail.
“There’s literally no vi-

able information that would 
cause me to come to any con-
clusion as to her fate or her 
whereabouts,” Pucci said. “It’s 
actually baffling that some-
body could completely vanish 
to that extent with no viable 
trail.” 

An NYPD spokesman also 
confirmed that there have 
been no developments in the 
case.   

Peter Brabazon, Maria’s 
husband, said she was seen 
leaving the house on foot and 
turning the corner, but it is 
unclear whether she jumped 
into a car, was picked up by 
another individual in a car or 
if she kept walking.

The family is still dis-
traught and upset, he said, 
with the only development be-
ing that she was added to the 
National Missing and Uniden-
tified Persons System, a miss-
ing persons database. 

The family has also set up a 
website, www.mariabrabazon.
com, with her photo, a descrip-

tion and contact information 
for Beau Dietl and the Mission 
Persons Hotline.

“I’m hoping somebody 
sends in a tip to the hotline or 
calls me or Maria sends a let-
ter to us,” Brabazon said. “We 
have no idea what happened. 
All we have right now, the only 
power we have right now is 
prayer, prayer for her safety.”

In early November, Pucci 
said the firm used three sepa-
rate dog teams as part of the 
search. The firm had put out 
National Crime Information 
Center alerts and received 
help from police in the Nassau 
County and Massapequa-Am-
ityville area, but did not find 
any clues.

Beau Dietl found that the 
morning that Brabazon dis-
appeared, Maria received a 
parking summons on 202nd 
Street in the area of 19th and 
21st avenues for an expired 
inspection. She then visited a 
gas station on Utopia Parkway 
to have her vehicle inspected, 
went to a BJ’s Warehouse in 
Whitestone and checked out at 
around 11:17 a.m.

Beau Dietl also conducted 
a search of the public and 
park areas in the Throgs Neck 

Bridge’s vicinity, including 
Little Bay Park, Clear Bay 
Park Golf Course and open ar-
eas next to Fort Totten.

“It’s somewhat kind of 
wooded and not occupied and 
then most of the buildings in 
there are occupied by New 
York City Fire Department, 
some NYPD units have an of-
fice there,” Pucci added. “It’s 
fairly populated there, some-
one would have noticed if she 
was anywhere over there.” 

They were alerted to a wom-
an who resembled Maria at a 
store in the Amityville-Mass-
apequa area, where she often 
shopped at thrift stores and 
antique shops, but it turned 
out to be a Polish woman. 

Police described Brabazon 
as 5-foot-5 inches, weighing 
125 pounds, with blonde hair 
and blue eyes and was last 
seen wearing black leggings 
and a white shirt. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) held a news confer-
ence in October about Braba-
zon’s disappearance and said 
in early November that he 
would follow up on the case. 
A spokesman for Avella said 
they have not received any up-
dates.

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

For the first two months 
of the season, all an injured 
Kaela Kinder could do was 
watch when things got tight 
and tough for her Christ the 
King team.

The Virginia Tech-bound 
wing made up for lost time, 
with first place hanging in 
the balance, in a back-and-
forth game against Mary 
Louis, her fourth since re-
turning to the lineup. Kinder 
scored 14 of her 16 points in 
the second half and pulled 
down 11 rebounds to lead the 
Royals to a 58-51 victory in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
girls’ basketball in Middle 
Village last Friday. She had 
10 points in the fourth. 

“It’s just showing me that 
I’m still a part of the team,” 
Kinder said. “I was gone for 
so long, but I am still part of 
everything that is going on. It 

feels good.” 
Kinder’s layup off a feed 

from Virginia-bound guard 
Dominique Toussaint put CK 
(11-5, 6-0) up for good at 51-48. 
Her efforts on the glass and 10 
boards from freshman Kae-
lynn Satterfield made a dif-
ference. They allowed CK to 
limit TMLA’s second chances 
and get out in transition to 
close the game on a 12-3 run.

Kinder broke her ankle in 
tryouts and spent six weeks 
in a boot and two more of 
rehab before she even began 
practicing. Her performance 
against Mary Louis (12-4, 3-2) 
was a leap forward.

“She still struggles a 
bit,” CK coach Bob Mackey 
said. “It’s hard for her to get 
through a full practice at 100 
percent, but tonight showed 
there was definitely marked 
improvement.”

The Royals leaned heav-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The free-throw line was an 
unfriendly place for Benjamin 
Cardozo throughout the SNY 
Invitational, leaving Aaron 
Walker to resort to pleading 
for help there with the champi-
onship on the line. 

The Judges, who missed 22 
free throws in the semifinal, 
made only one of their last five 
in the fourth quarter. Walker, 
who had made the game-win-
ning free throws the night be-
fore, wanted to leave nothing 
to chance with Dozo up by one 
with two seconds left in the 
game.

“Just go in please! Please!” 
Walker said. “I’ve been 
through this yesterday. I just 
wanted it to go in and close the 
game out.”    

His first shot hit the back 
rim, hit the front rim and fi-
nally went in. The second was 
nothing but net. 

“It felt like an hour,” Walk-
er said of the first free throw. 
“I’m just, ‘Oh, my gosh, please 
go in’ and it went in.”

The two shots sealed the 
win, as well as putting the 
finishing touches on Walker’s 
most-valuable-player perfor-
mance in a 66-63 victory over 
the Royals. The win gave them 
a second-straight title in the 
boys’ basketball event at City 
College Saturday, and was 
also their second win over the 
Royals in a little more than a 
week.

Walker, who took over in 
the fourth quarter, posted 20 
points, eight rebounds, seven 
assists and four steals with 
Manhattan College coach 
Steve Masiello sitting court-
side and others looking on. 
The Jaspers were the only 
school to offer him a scholar-
ship prior to the game, but 
Walker’s performance earned 
him an offer from Canisius 
and interest from Rutgers, 
Cincinnati, St. Peter’s, St. Jo-
seph’s University and St. Bon-
neventure, according to Dozo 

coach Ron Naclerio.  
“Aaron is just wondering 

why,” he said. “He has great 
grades. He’s a 1470 on the SAT. 
He has an 80-84 average. Some 
kids get so much without do-
ing that much. He’s doing a lot 
and not getting as much as he 
deserves.”

Naclerio also got a big ef-

fort from unsigned senior 
Tareq Coburn. He scored 21 
points, including five three-
pointers and was single-hand-
edly responsible for a 10-0 
Dozo run over the second and 
third quarters. It helped put 
the Judges up 42-32 with 5:23 
to play in the third. 

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Cardozo's Tareq Coburn scored 21 points to help beat Christ the King at 
the SNY Invitational.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Christ the King's Kaela Kinder scored 14 of her 16 points in the second 
half against Mary Louis.   Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Judges nab SNY title
Senior guard leads Cardozo to championship over CK

Kinder leads Royals 
to beat Mary Louis 
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Draft day disappointment 
wound up being the best thing 
to happen to former Holy Cross 
football star Dean Marlowe.

After being passed over in 
the NFL draft, the Flushing 
native landed with the Caro-
lina Panthers as a free agent. 
And now, he will be on the 
sidelines for Super Bowl 50 
when the NFC Champions face 
the Denver Broncos Sunday 
night.

Marlowe, who played his 
college ball at James Madison, 
found a perfect match in Caro-
lina.  

“It’s a big break,” former 
Holy Cross coach Tom Pugh 
said. “He went in as a free 
agent and they signed him 
right away. Sometimes when 
you get drafted you get bur-
ied and you can be out of the 
league fast. As a free agent, 
you can look to see where you 
fit.”

He is the first Knights play-

er to be part of a Super Bowl 
team for at least 43 years, ac-
cording to Pugh. Former St. 
Francis Prep tight end Marco 
Battaglia was the last Queens 
player to reach the big game, 
with the Panthers in 2003.  

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound Mar-
lowe, the No. 2 strong safety on 
the team’s depth chart behind 
veteran Roman Harper, fits 
the Panthers’ physical style. 
Pugh described him as “a hit-
ter” who “can give it and take 
it.” He made an impression in 
Carolina right away. He collid-
ed with a receiver, despite not 
being in pads, during his first 
weekend of rookie minicamp 
with the Panthers.

It got the coaching staff’s 
attention despite it being a 
non-contact day.

“We love his size and physi-
cality, and you saw the play he 
made today,” Panthers coach 
Ron Rivera told The Charlotte 
Observer after that practice.

Marlowe had 12 intercep-
tions during his career at 
James Madison, where Pugh 
said he filled out his tall and 
lanky frame. He was a captain 
at Holy Cross, where he aver-
aged 7.4 tackles per game and 
was a First Team All-CAA 
selection. Marlowe showed off 
his athleticism his senior year 

at Holy Cross, when he was 
thrust into the quarterback 
job for the first time. All he did 
was compile 2,297 yards of to-
tal offense and 27 touchdowns, 
along with completing 62 per-
cent of his passes.

“He never came off the 
field,” Pugh said. “The only 
time I got to talk to him was on 
offense when we had a timeout 
[by our opponent] on defense.”

The former TimesLedger 
Newspapers All-Queens Foot-
ball Player of the Year hasn’t 
seen the field much with Caro-
lina, suiting up in just four 
games. Marlowe did find his 
way into the team’s celebra-
tion photo right behind quar-
terback Cam Newton after the 
conference title game victory. 
He told the team’s website af-
ter learning he made the ros-
ter that he was happy doing 
whatever the team needed 
from him.

“Everybody has a role. 
Whatever role they give me, 
that’s what I’m going to pur-
sue,” Marlowe said. “It’s been 
a ride, from my last college 
game to the combine and ev-
erything.”

He is in a prime position to 
receive ample playing time lat-
er in his career, because he’s 
sitting behind and learning 

from the 33-year-old Harper, a 
10-year veteran in the league.

With Harper recovering 
from an eye injury suffered in 
the Panthers’ NFC Champion-
ship victory over the Arizona 
Cardinals, there is a chance 
Marlowe could be in uniform 
for Super Bowl as insurance. 

Nothing would please his for-
mer coach more.

“I hope he suits up for the 
Super Bowl,” Pugh said. “I’ll 
be happy.”

Just as pleased as Marlowe 
should be that his phone didn’t 
ring on draft day.

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Holy Cross again had to 
cope with a tough loss after 
being oh-so-close to an impres-
sive win. 

A strong defensive effort 
and some hot shooting had 
Holy Cross cruising, with 
an 11-point lead early in the 
fourth quarter against Cardi-
nal Hayes.

It didn’t last.
The Knights were hit with 

a 15-0 run from Hayes, scoring 
only three points for the rest 
of the game. It led to a disap-
pointing 59-51 home defeat in 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ bas-
ketball last Friday.

It was another example 
of Holy Cross falling short 
against some of the league’s 
top teams. The Knights lost to 
Christ the King by 11 points, 
Molloy by seven and Loughlin 
by eight in their three prior 
league games. 

Hayes held Holy Cross 
scoreless for over five minutes 
during their fourth-quarter 

run, as the Knights continu-
ally took shots despite being 
ahead and seemed to suddenly 
lose all of their rhythm on of-
fense.     

“Obviously, we gave one 
away,” said Holy Cross head 
coach Terry Tarpey. “We 
didn’t play smart when we had 
the lead… there were three or 

four possessions where we just 
forgot what we were doing on 
offense.” 

Senior guard Baron Goo-
dridge was instrumental in 
Hayes’ comeback, scoring sev-
en of his team-high 15 points in 
the fourth quarter. Sophomore 
forward Ishmael Massoud 
added 12 points, including a 

clutch three-pointer during 
the fourth-quarter run. Quran 
Brickhouse’s free throws with 
1:33 remaining put the Cardi-
nals (11-5, 7-4) ahead for good, 
and his layup 31 seconds later 
iced the game.  

Holy Cross (8-10, 3-7) got 
a game-high 17 points from 
Jonas Cooper. Chaz Platt and 
freshman Hassan Diarra 
dropped 11 each. They and 
the rest of the team struggled 
in the fourth, in which the 
Knights scored just six points. 

“We started to be selfish 
with the ball,” Cooper said. 
“Not working as a team, and 
that’s when we started to have 
turnovers.” 

Despite the disappointing 
ending, the night began posi-
tively for Holy Cross. It jumped 
out to an early 11-4 lead in the 
first quarter. The smaller 
Knights played stingy defense 
and withstood a 12-4 run from 
Hayes in the second quarter to 
go into the break with a 26-24 
lead. 

Holy Cross looked like it 

might run away with the game 
in the third quarter. Diarra 
had six points in the third, 
while Cooper and Sahdique 
Watkins each scored four to 
build an eight-point lead after 
three quarters. Diarra drilled 
a three-pointer to open up the 
fourth quarter and extend the 
Holy Cross advantage to 48-37 
before Hayes took over. 

But then the Cardinals 
went on an eight-point scoring 
run in just a minute of playing 
time, leading Tarpey to call a 
time out. Even that didn’t slow 
down Hayes, who took the lead 
for good with 1:02 remaining. 
Holy Cross didn’t score again 
until Cooper hit a free throw 
with 39 seconds remaining. 

In a season of tough losses, 
this one has to hurt a little ex-
tra. Holy Cross has lost seven 
of its last nine, though only 
two of those losses have been 
by double-digits. 

“It’s a real tough loss,” 
Tarpey said. “But we have to 
respond real quickly.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Yannic Williams of Holy Cross goes to the basket strong against Hayes. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

Carolina Panthers free safety Dean Marlowe warms up prior to an NFL 
game against the Indianapolis Colts in November. Peter Read Miller/AP

Holy Cross loses big lead, falls to Cardinal Hayes

A Super rookie season for ex-Cross star
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

When Cole Anthony had 
the ball stolen away from him 
in the closing seconds of Arch-
bishop Molloy’s face-off with 
Bishop Loughlin, it led to a go-
ahead hoop for Loughlin. 

But the Molloy freshman put 
that behind him, and ended up 
stealing something even more 
important from the Lions. His 
put-back, with 17 seconds left 
in the game, of the rebound of 
a free-throw miss was enough 
to give the Stanners an impor-
tant 72-71 victory at Loughlin 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
boys’ basketball Tuesday. His 
prior mistake left him “200 
percent” more determined to 
make things right. 

“He didn’t box me out,” said 
Anthony, who scored a game-
high 27 points. “I just got a 
quick bounce in my legs. I was 
feeling it a little bit. I just went 
up and got the rebound and I 
know what I have to do. I had a 
bad turnover before that. I had 
to make it up right there.” 

Molloy (16-3, 11-2) still had 
to sweat out the final seconds 
as Loughlin (13-4, 9-2) had 

three shots at the winning 
hoop, including a Keith Wil-
liams put-back at the horn that 
fell short. The win puts the 
Stanners, who lost to Christ 
the King for the second time on 
Sunday, in first place in the di-
vision and in control of its own 
destiny because it beat the Li-
ons twice. Molloy coach Mike 
McCleary made the game’s im-
portance crystal clear.

“If you want first place, 
you’ve got to get this game,” he 
said. “We’ve still got a bunch 
to go, but that was a big deal.”

He has watched his young 
club tough out a number of key 
wins this season, including 
one at Xaverian last Tuesday. 
Loughlin has made a habit of 
comeback wins, but Molloy 
was able to hold them off. 

“We matched their tough-
ness,” McCleary said. “Con-
sidering we have a bunch of 
young guys playing against a 
bunch of upperclassmen, that 
was a tough game. You have 
to be a man out there getting 
a rebound.”

Molloy came up with the 
two biggest boards of the game. 
Loughlin, which trailed 68-61 

with 2:41 to play in the game, 
couldn’t corral a long board 
off a Stanners miss, after Mar-
quise Nowell’s steal and score 
off Anthony with 40 seconds 
left. The Stanners, down 71-69, 
got the ball back and Justin 
Cole was fouled. He made one 
of two free throws. Anthony 
grabbed the board, took one 
strong dribble and finished 
strong. 

“That was a big shot,” 
Moore said.  

Moore scored 16 points for 
his second straight game this 
season against Loughlin. De-
fensively he helped slow down 
Lions star Keith Williams, 
who had 11 of his 20 points af-
ter the first quarter.  

Issac Grant had 11 points 
and Moses Brown chipped 
in nine for Molloy. Marquise 
Nowell had 15 points and 
Idan Tretout chipped in 12 for 
Loughlin, but it wasn’t enough. 
The Stanners leapt over the Li-
ons in the standings.  

“That was the biggest one 
we’ve had this year,” Moore 
said. “That was a very impor-
tant win for us because we can 
probably finish in first.” 

Molloy's Cole Anthony scored 27 points, including the winning bucket in 
the closing seconds.  Photo by Louise Wateridge

Molloy victory puts them fi rst in standings

ily on its battle-tested seniors 
down the stretch. Toussaint 
stole a pass in the backcourt 
with CK up 53-51 and 35 sec-
onds left in the game. Sydney 
Zambrotta (10 points), who is 
headed to Louisville, battled 
foul trouble all game, but made 
three of four free throws in the 
final 28 seconds. Ashlie How-
ell chipped in 10 points. 

“We kind of just gutted out 
the win,” said Toussaint, who 
scored 14 points, including the 
1,000th of her career. “It’s just 
hard work and we have been 
through it, so we know how 
hard we have to work to get 
that win.”

Mary Louis, on the other 
hand, scored just three points 
over the final 5:00 of the game. 
It missed chances to put Christ 
the King on its heels early. 
TMLA, which went 8-for-20 at 
the free throw line, had a 10-0 
run late in the first quarter, 
but led just 16-11 after a Tous-
saint three at the horn. 

The Hilltoppers answered 
a CK spurt with a 9-0 run in 
the third quarter, but needed 
Brunson to bank a long jump-
er to grab a 41-40 advantage go-
ing into the fourth. They then 
watched CK score the first four 

points of the final frame. 
“Just learning that we have 

got to play every possession is 
going to help us,” said Mary 
Louis coach JoAnn Arbitel-
lo-Pinnock said. “The game 
wasn’t lost at the end of game. 
The game is lost in the first 
quarter, second quarter, third 
quarter.” 

Minnesota-bound guard Jas-
mine Brunson paced the Hill-
toppers with 24 points, but star 
junior Danielle Patterson had 
nine of her 12 points in the first 
half. Courtney McCool chipped 
in eight. CK rotated three de-
fenders on Patterson and blan-
keted her when she drove to the 
hoop. Arbitello said Patterson, 
a Medgar Evers transfer, is still 
adjusting to playing in a new 
league and isn’t worried about 
her off night.

“This is just something she 
learns from,” she said.

 What the Christ the King 
players wanted everyone to 
learn is that the defending 
CHSAA state champions are 
still the class of league, despite 
strong challenges from TMLA 
and Bishop Loughlin.

“Everyone is talking, ‘[The 
Hilltoppers] are better than 
you. They have the best girl 
in the city,’” Kinder said. “We 
just wanted to come out and 
have a great team win and 
beat them.”

Royals
Continued from Page 47 

“I was feeling my shots,” 
said Coburn, who is recover-
ing from a wrist injury. “My 
team was finding me and I 
was letting it fly.”

Tahiyr Vines added nine 
points for Dozo. Dejavaughn 
Utley and Rashond Salnave 
each added seven.  

The Royals (12-6) didn’t 
go quietly in their second 
straight contest with Dozo (18-
1), the first of which was lost 
at the buzzer on a Walker tip. 
CK never led in the game, but 
pulled as close as one twice in 
the final 5:52. 

Jarred Rivers made one of 
two free throws to get Christ 

the King to within a point, 61-
60, with 1:35 left in the game. 
Walker answered by scoring 
the final five points of the 
game, a transition dunk after 
outrunning Jose Alvarado to 
a long rebound. Tyrone Co-
hen split a pair of free throws 
that would have tied the score 
with 4.3 seconds left. 

“Last two times we played 
them we didn’t get the breaks 
to go our way, a couple of free 
throws we didn’t make down 
the stretch,” CK coach Joe 
Abitello said. “At the end of 
the day they made the shots 
they needed to make to win 
the basketball game and we 
didn’t.” 

Alvarado led the Royals 
with 22 points, eight rebounds 
and four assists and Cohen 

had 18 points and six boards. 
David Cole added 11 points 
and eight rebounds off the 
bench, but it wasn’t enough. 
CK would bounce back and 
beat Archbishop Molloy on 
Sunday.

Cardozo celebrated for 
the second straight year at 
CCNY. The goal, however, is 
to do the same after winning 
a second PSAL Class AA city 
title in the last three years. 
Dozo beat Wings in last year’s 
final after beating it for the 
SNY crown.

“We have been talking 
about what we have been do-
ing. There is a goal we want,” 
Naclerio said. “Can we get it? 
We have a shot at doing it.” 

Cardozo
Continued from Page 47 
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MEMBER FDIC

Grand Opening Celebration in Whitestone!

Open a 1-Year Personal Platinum Savings Account Today!

Receive a FREE Gift and a SPECIAL Rate!*

                  

For Opening 

Deposits Between: 
$50,000 - $74,999.99

For Opening 

Deposits Between:  
$75,000 - $99,999.99

For Opening 

Deposits Between:  
$100,000 - $500,000.00

Insignia TM

 24” LED HDTV

50,000 - $74,999

Our banking professionals are available to help you with all your financial needs!

Banking Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9am-4pm 
Friday: 9am-7pm 
Saturday: 9am-1pm
24-Hour ATM Available 

Phone: (718) 279-1206

Magic Bullet 
NutriBullet

For Opening 

Deposits Between:

$25,000 - $49,999.99

Misfit Flash

Activity 

Tracker 

For Opening 

Deposits Between:  

$500 - $24,999.99

Tablet 

1.25% 1-Year Promo APY*

* Terms & Conditions: The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is fixed for one year and then subject to change without notice. The minimum/maximum Platinum Savings Account opening deposit is
$500/$500,000. Promotion ends on February 29, 2016 and is only available in the Whitestone branch. New money only. Requires the opening of  a personal checking account with a minimum
opening deposit of  $100. The free gift will be provided at account opening, subject to availability. In the event that the gift is not available, the branch will contact you once it is available for pickup.
A 1099-INT form will be issued to you for the value of  the gift. Federal Regulations limit the number of  electronic and telephone transactions that you can make on this account to six withdrawals
per statement cycle. If  you exceed these limits, fees may be imposed. Fees may reduce earnings. This offer may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice. Other restrictions may apply.
Speak to our branch representative for additional details.

19-01 Utopia Pkwy
Whitestone, NY 11357

Fax: (718) 352-1753

®



GET IT IN TIME FOR 
THE BIG GAME!

P
G1

 

7

38% OFF
SAVE $501

$79891
NOW...

37% OFF
SAVE $601

$99891
NOW...

50” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED SMART TV
• 4K SUHD TV with Revolutionary Panel 
   Featuring Nano-Crystal Technology 
• Smart TV with Quad-Core Processor,  
   Smart Apps and Full Web Browser 
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology  
-UN50JS7000  WAS $1299.91

55” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED SMART TV
• 4K SUHD TV with Revolutionary Panel 
   Featuring Nano-Crystal Technology 
• Smart TV with Quad-Core Processor,  
   Smart Apps and Full Web Browser 
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology  
-UN55JS7000  WAS $1599.91

65” CLASS 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV 
• Upscale Everything You Watch With Sony’s Exclusive 
   4K X-Reality PRO Technology Android Smart TV with 
   Google Cast, Voice Search and Play Store Apps 
   Stream PS3 Games Directly to your TV Without a 
   Game Console  
-XBR65X810C  WAS $2099.91

$149891
NOW...

28% OFF
SAVE $601

��� ��� ���

4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV 4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV

 4K BUNDLEPCR EXCLUSIVE 

FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY8

•Basic Set-up •Recycling On New Purchases of TVs $995 & Up. Offer Expires 2/6/16.

65'' CLASS ULTRA-SLIM 
4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV  
• LG Smart TV with webOS 2.0  Technology, 
Quad Core Processor and IPS 4K Panel 
• Magic Motion Remote with Natural 
   Voice Recognition 
• TruMotion 240Hz Refresh Rate   
    Technology -65UF6450  WAS $1699.97                 

���
���

+  32"  CLASS LED HDTV
-32LF500B  WAS $249.97

+ SOUNDBAR WITH 
WIRELESS SUBWOOFER
-LAS454B  WAS $279.97

41% OFF
SAVE $930

ON THIS PACKAGE

$129891
 BUNDLE # 65UF6450PK

   
   GET ALL 3 FOR...

OFFER  EXPIRES 2/6/16



$40491
SOLO 15 SERIES II TV
SOUND SYSTEM 
-SOLO15II  WAS $449.91

$69991

Wireless Subwoofer with 
Soul-Shaking Sound. 
Heart-Pounding Design. 
One-Button Setup

SUB

���������	�
�����������
������	�
����������������������
������������������������

TV NOT INCLUDED

The HiFi soundbar for TV and 
music lovers. Simple to set up, 
control and expand.

PLAYBAR

$69991

SOUNDTOUCH® 10 WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM
• Sets Up And Connects To Your Home Wi-Fi® In Minutes
• Bluetooth® Connectivity For
   Even More Music Options
-ST10BLACK

ON SONOS 3.1 HOME THEATER SYSTEMS  
VALID 1/31/16- 2/6/16

ULTIMATE SMART SPEAKER 
FOR STREAMING MUSIC
-PLAY5IIBLACK

$49991

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 
OF ANY SONOS MULTI-ROOM PURCHASE 

$499 & ABOVE. A $200 VALUE.
Must Purchase 2 SONOS Speakers Or More To Qualify.

Excludes SONOS CONNECT & CONNECT AMP.  
See Store For Details.

PLUS
SPECIAL 
FINANCING22YEARS

Get full theater HiFi sound for TV, movies, 
and your world of music.

$53991

BOSE SOLO 15 
or CINEMATE 15

HOME THEATER SPEAKER SYSTEM10% OFF

CINEMATE 15 HOME 
THEATER SPEAKER SYSTEM
• Impressive TV Sound from a 
   Compact Sound Bar Plus 
   Deep Bass-CINEMATE15  
   WAS $599.91

M
GET

  YOUR MUSIC.. .
  YOUR WAY.. .

$19991

SAVE $45 SAVE $60

WAVE® SoundTouch® 
MUSIC SYSTEM IV SYSTEMS
• Stream Music Services, Internet
   Radio Stations And Your Personal 
   Playlists • CD Player And AM/FM 
   Tuner • A Fresh New Design
-WAVESTIVSLVR

$59991

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, 
Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price 
from any “Brick and Mortar” or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. 
Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, 
Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2016 P.C. RICHARD & SON

20 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 
• CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/1179908 • UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 

• BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 • FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311

1. ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH 
     YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 12/31/16.
1. 1 YEAR SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL SAMSUNG, SONY AND LG TVS $695 - $994 AND 2 YEARS ON PURCHASES OF ALL SAMSUNG, SONY AND LG TVS $995 AND UP. 
8. NO DELIVERIES ON MONDAY IN NY, NJ & PA. NO DELIVERIES ON SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY IN CT.  


