
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

 Dozens of community mem-
bers, along with civic leaders 

spoke Tueaday during a hearing 
at the city’s Board of Standards & 
Appeal in opposition to the slated 
construction of a house of wor-

ship in Flushing. 
The city’s Board of Standards 

& Appeals has schcduled a second 
hearing in April.   

On Saturday, the same resi-
dents, civic leaders and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), rallied 
to protest the conversion of a 
property at 46-05 Parsons Blvd. 
in Flushing into a mosque that 
would serve an estimated 500 
worshippers. 

The triangular, 4,773- square-
foot lot has been the source of 
controversy over the past year 
because the property’s owners, 
Masjid-e-Noor, submitted a re-
quest to allow for the mandated 
floor area ratio (the total square 
feet of a building divided by the 
total square feet of the lot where 
the building is located) to be 1.045 
instead of the required 0.5 for a 
building in an R2 district. The 
request also asks that yard and 
parking requirements be waived. 

Community Board 7 tabled a 
vote on whether to approve the 
construction of the mosque in 
January 2015 and then rejected 
the application in April. The 
January board meeting was an 
intense debate where cultural 
differences between the East and 
West were on display. The cultur-
al clash was noticeable during the 
meeting despite the fact that ev-
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Edwin Wong, co-founder of the 
Forest Hills Asian Association, 
likes to think of his organization 
as the new kid on the Forest Hills 
block.

The association, another in an 
ever-growing constellation of For-
est Hills civic groups, was formed 
last February to give the neigh-
borhood’s rapidly growing Asian 
population a greater voice.

Last week the FHAA held its 
first annual “state of Forest Hills 
civics” event at the West Side Ten-
nis Club in Forest Hills.

Members of several Forest 
Hills civic and political organi-
zations were on hand, including 
the Forest Hills Chamber of Com-
merce, Forest Hills Friends of 
MacDonald Park, and the 112th 
Precinct Community Council.  

“Thank you for everything 
you have done, because you have 
done a lot,” said Gail Gordon, 
vice chairwoman of Community 
Board 6. 

“We hope to keep this momen-

BY GABRIEL ROM

A spokesman for Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) says that his office is not putting too 
much into reports that the Queens GOP is push-
ing him to run for Mayor.

“This isn’t something we haven’t heard before, 

Queens GOP wonders 
maybe Mayor Ulrich?

A second-grade class at PS 203 joins the 
rest of the student body in singing “Gong 
Xi, Gong Xi,” a traditional Lunar New 
Year song. Photo by Michael Shain 

Forest Hills 
civic pushes 

for dialogues

Flushing rallies against zoning
Proposed mosque site triggers controversy at Community Board 7

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8

PS 203 marks Year of Monkey
BY TOM MOMBERG

The Lunar New Year 
is celebrated by most east-
ern Asian cultures, so in 
Queens — where over 130 
countries from around the 
world are represented — 
some schools have made it 
part of their curriculum.

PS 203, the Oakland 
Gardens School, has had its 
students perform and cel-
ebrate the Lunar New Year 
for 18 years. And this year, 
student art commemorat-
ing the Chinese “Year of the 
Monkey” lined the school 
hallways on parents’ walks 
into the auditorium for a 

concert.
“We do this every year, 

but it just gets bigger and 
better — taking on a life of 
its own. It’s especially sig-
nificant this year, because 
the actual holiday has offi-
cially been given to students 
and families to celebrate as 

Continued on Page 8

Don’t know who to root for in today’s Super Bowl 50? Did you know that a former stand-out for Holy Cross High in 
Bayside, 23-year-old safety Dean Marlowe, is playing for the Carolina Panthers?  See story on Page 4.  

Courtesy of the Charlotte Observer

PLAY BALL
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O’N EILL’S

Valentine’s Weekend 
February 12th - February 14th

Come Join  
us For

Special Valentine’s Weekend Menu

February 14th, Bring Your 
Valentine To Our Sunday Brunch

Treat that special someone to a magnificent dinner, in a 
romantic setting. And at a price that won’t break your budget!

Special Prix Fixe Menu & Specials All Weekend
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside High School is 
about to turn 80 years old, 
and teachers and alumni 
are reaching out to all for-
mer students to join in the 
celebration.

Following the school’s 
80th anniversary on March 
16, the Friends of Bay-
side High School will host 
an open house Saturday, 
March 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., where former students 
can mingle, walk the halls 
and flip through yearbooks 
on display in the library.

But organizers said the 
open house is only a pre-
view for the big event slat-
ed for Saturday, June 11, 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the 
grounds of the high school 
at 32-24 Corporal Kennedy 
St.

The Friends of Bayside 
High School is promoting 
the events now, hoping to 

reach as many alumni as 
possible to establish con-
tact, plan future events and 
further build the alumni 

organization’s community 
involvement.

“We want people to come 
back—we want to welcome 

them back anytime —and 
have as much fun as pos-
sible walking down memory 
lane,” said Vanessa Valente, 

English teacher and Friends 
of BHS board member.

Valente said there are 
many more details to work 
out before the 80th anniver-
sary celebration, as many 
of the organizers are first 
and foremost educators. But 
the most important thing in 
the meantime is—“getting 
out to as many people as we 
can,” she said. 

The Friends of BHS is 
also working to compile a 
directory of alumni who 
went on to become promi-
nent people in society in 
preparation for the 80th an-
niversary.

Anyone who would like 
to refer people to the alum-
ni organization’s directory 
and anyone interested in 
being on the contact list for 
the Friends of Bayside High 
School should e-mail friend-
sofbhs@baysidehighschool.
org.

Gearing up for the June 

11 celebration, for which 
the ticket price has yet to be 
determined, alumnus and 
Friends of BHS Chairman 
Gregg Sullivan said he is 
reaching out to businesses 
in Bayside to help cater the 
event or donate items, to 
keep costs low.

“I think to help highlight 
the businesses on Bell Bou-
levard, and rather than just 
hiring one company to cater 
the celebration, we’re going 
to bring a taste of Bayside 
to share with everyone,” he 
said.

Anyone interested in 
contributing to the event 
should contact Sullivan at 
greggpsullivan@baysideliv-
etv.com.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Bayside High School celebrates 80 years in March.  Etsy 

Bayside High School approaches 80 years
Teachers, alumni reach out to former students to prepare for anniversary celebration

Whitestone woman’s whereabouts unknown fi ve months later
BY MADINA TOURE

A private investigator and the 
family of a Whitestone woman 
who mysteriously disappeared 
five months ago still have no 
clues as to what happened to her 
as the second month of the new 
year kicks off.  

Maria Brabazon, 55, was last 
seen Sept. 5 at 2:54 p.m. when she 
appeared on a neighbor’s home 
surveillance camera walking on 
14th Avenue toward the intersec-
tion with 152nd Street in Whites-
tone. 

The 109th Precinct Detective 
Squad and the NYPD’s Missing 
Persons Unit launched a search 
for Brabazon in collaboration 
with Beau Dietl & Associates, 
a private investigators firm in 
Manhattan.

Mark Pucci, executive vice 
president of Beau Dietl, the lead 
investigator, said the case is stag-
nant and that they have no pos-
sible theory at the moment.

He said the firm performed 
standard investigative protocol, 
which includes looking at the 
initial response from the Police 

Department, interviewing fam-
ily members and neighbors, look-
ing for any video cameras in the 
area and canvassing stores in the 
Whitestone Shopping Center, but 
to no avail.

“There’s literally no viable in-

formation that would cause me to 
come to any conclusion as to her 
fate or her whereabouts,” Pucci 
said. “It’s actually baffling that 
somebody could completely van-
ish to that extent with no viable 
trail.” 

An NYPD spokesman also 
confirmed that there have been 
no developments in the case.   

Peter Brabazon, Maria’s hus-
band, said she was seen leaving 
the house on foot and turning the 
corner, but it is unclear whether 
she jumped into a car, was picked 
up by another individual in a car 
or if she kept walking.

The family is still distraught 
and upset, he said, with the only 
development being that she was 
added to the National Missing 
and Unidentified Persons System, 
a missing persons database. 

The family has also set up a 
website, www.mariabrabazon.
com, with her photo, a description 
and contact information for Beau 
Dietl and the Mission Persons 
Hotline.

“I’m hoping somebody sends in 
a tip to the hotline or calls me or 
Maria sends a letter to us,” Braba-

zon said. “We have no idea what 
happened. All we have right now, 
the only power we have right now 
is prayer, prayer for her safety.”

In early November, Pucci said 
the firm used three separate dog 
teams as part of the search. The 
firm had put out National Crime 
Information Center alerts and 
received help from police in the 
Nassau County and Massapequa-
Amityville area, but did not find 
any clues.

Beau Dietl found that the 
morning that Brabazon disap-
peared, Maria received a parking 
summons on 202nd Street in the 
area of 19th and 21st avenues for 
an expired inspection. She then 
visited a gas station on Utopia 
Parkway to have her vehicle in-
spected, went to a BJ’s Warehouse 
in Whitestone and checked out at 
around 11:17 a.m.

Beau Dietl also conducted a 
search of the public and park ar-
eas in the Throgs Neck Bridge’s 
vicinity, including Little Bay 
Park, Clear Bay Park Golf Course 
and open areas next to Fort Tot-
ten.

“It’s somewhat kind of wooded 

and not occupied and then most 
of the buildings in there are oc-
cupied by New York City Fire De-
partment, some NYPD units have 
an office there,” Pucci added. “It’s 
fairly populated there, someone 
would have noticed if she was 
anywhere over there.” 

They were alerted to a woman 
who resembled Maria at a store in 
the Amityville-Massapequa area, 
where she often shopped at thrift 
stores and antique shops, but it 
turned out to be a Polish woman. 

Police described Brabazon 
as 5-foot-5 inches, weighing 125 
pounds, with blonde hair and blue 
eyes and was last seen wearing 
black leggings and a white shirt. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) held a news conference 
in October about Brabazon’s 
disappearance and said in early 
November that he would follow 
up on the case. A spokesman for 
Avella said they have not received 
any updates.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Maria Brabazon 
Photo courtesy of Senator Tony Avella
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LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT Draft day disappoint-

ment wound up being the 
best thing to happen to 
former Holy Cross football 
star Dean Marlowe.

After being passed over 
in the NFL draft, the Flush-
ing native landed with the 
Carolina Panthers as a free 
agent. And now, he will 
be on the sidelines for Su-
per Bowl 50 when the NFC 
Champions face the Denver 
Broncos Sunday night.

Marlowe, who played his 
college ball at James Madi-
son, found a perfect match 
in Carolina.  

“It’s a big break,” for-
mer Holy Cross coach Tom 
Pugh said. “He went in as a 
free agent and they signed 
him right away. Sometimes 
when you get drafted you 
get buried and you can be 
out of the league fast. As a 
free agent, you can look to 
see where you fit.”

He is the first Knights 
player to be part of a Super 
Bowl team for at least 43 
years, according to Pugh. 
Former St. Francis Prep 
tight end Marco Battaglia 
was the last Queens player 
to reach the big game, with 
the Panthers in 2003.  

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound 
Marlowe, the No. 2 strong 
safety on the team’s depth 
chart behind veteran Ro-
man Harper, fits the Pan-
thers’ physical style. Pugh 
described him as “a hitter” 
who “can give it and take 
it.” He made an impression 
in Carolina right away. He 
collided with a receiver, 
despite not being in pads, 
during his first weekend of 
rookie minicamp with the 
Panthers.

It got the coaching staff’s 
attention despite it being a 
non-contact day.

“We love his size and 
physicality, and you saw 
the play he made today,” 
Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
told The Charlotte Observ-
er after that practice.

Marlowe had 12 inter-
ceptions during his career 
at James Madison, where 
Pugh said he filled out 
his tall and lanky frame. 
He was a captain at Holy 
Cross, where he averaged 
7.4 tackles per game and 
was a First Team All-CAA 
selection. Marlowe showed 
off his athleticism his se-
nior year at Holy Cross, 
when he was thrust into 
the quarterback job for the 
first time. All he did was 
compile 2,297 yards of total 
offense and 27 touchdowns, 
along with completing 62 
percent of his passes.

“He never came off the 
field,” Pugh said. “The only 
time I got to talk to him was 
on offense when we had a 
timeout [by our opponent] 
on defense.”

The former TimesLedg-
er Newspapers All-Queens 
Football Player of the Year 
hasn’t seen the field much 
with Carolina, suiting up 
in just four games. Marlowe 

did find his way into the 
team’s celebration photo 
right behind quarterback 
Cam Newton after the con-
ference title game victory. 
He told the team’s website 
after learning he made the 
roster that he was happy 
doing whatever the team 
needed from him.

“Everybody has a role. 
Whatever role they give 
me, that’s what I’m going 
to pursue,” Marlowe said. 
“It’s been a ride, from my 
last college game to the 
combine and everything.”

He is in a prime posi-
tion to receive ample play-
ing time later in his career, 
because he’s sitting behind 
and learning from the 
33-year-old Harper, a 10-
year veteran in the league.

With Harper recover-
ing from an eye injury suf-
fered in the Panthers’ NFC 
Championship victory over 
the Arizona Cardinals, 
there is a chance Marlowe 
could be in uniform for 
Super Bowl as insurance. 
Nothing would please his 
former coach more.

“I hope he suits up for 
the Super Bowl,” Pugh said. 
“I’ll be happy.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Carolina Panthers free safety Dean Marlowe warms up prior to an 
NFL game against the Indianapolis Colts in November. 

Peter Read Miller/AP

Super rookie season 
for this ex-Cross star
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Holy Cross High School 
is honored to announce that 
alumnus, Dean Marlowe, a 
2010 graduate of the institu-
tion, will be participating in 
this year’s Super Bowl.  Af-
ter his departure from Holy 
Cross H.S., Marlowe went 
on to study at James Madi-
son University (JMU) in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia ma-
joring in Sports and Recre-
ation Management.  In May 
of 2015, he was signed to the 
National Football League’s 
(NFL) Carolina Panthers 
and is currently a safety 
for the team.  This Super 
Bowl Sunday, his team will 
compete against the Denver 
Broncos.  The champion-

ship game will be displayed 
for millions of viewers and 
is a first for Holy Cross.

Holy Cross H.S. has a 
consistent pool of almost 
30 graduates who suc-
cessfully move on to play 
college football.  At one 
time, Marlowe was a part 
of this total and is cur-
rently among a number of 
Holy Cross football play-
ers signed to an NFL team.  
Like Marlowe, our players’ 
exceptional talent, com-
mitment to and absolute 
love of football led them 
to great things – and this 
time – it’s Super Bowl 50.

Of 22 high schools in 
the Tri-State area associ-

ated with the Catholic High 
Schools Football League 
(CHSFL), Holy Cross is one 
of seven AAA high school 

football teams and remains 
the only high school in 
Queens to hold and main-
tain the AAA status.  

Congratulations and 
good luck, Dean Marlowe, 
#29 of the Carolina Panthers!  
We’re all rooting for you!

For more information 
regarding our offered aca-
demic and athletic pro-
grams, please contact Mr. 
Robert Botero, Director of 
Admissions, at 718-886-7250 
extension 558.

Holy Cross High School’s 2016 Super Bowl Superstar
– Dean Marlowe ‘10

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Queens’ Falafel King sets down roots
Famous food truck vendor opens brick-and-mortar restaurant on Broadway in Astoria

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Faras “Freddy” Zeideia, 
known as “King of Falafel,” 
was smiling from ear to ear 
as his cash register rang 
up sales from a long line of 
hungry folks Saturday,  the 
opening day of his restau-
rant at 30-15 Broadway in 
Astoria. “I feel good,” Zeide-
ia said between customers.  

Before the opening of 
his restaurant, Zeideia had 
operated a food truck on 
the sidewalk on Broadway 
near 30th Street for almost 
13 years, until the closure 
of the C-Town that used to 
stand behind his truck. 

The former C-Town lo-
cation has now become a 
fenced-up construction site 
for a proposed five-story 
apartment building with 
underground parking.  

Zeideia, a Palestinian 
immigrant, started in the 

food truck business in 2002 
and began planning for his 
restaurant a few years ago.  
The shuttering of C-Town 
pushed him to look harder 
for a location just down the 
block.

In 2010, the “King of 
Falafel” won two Vendy 
Awards, annual street food 
competition series,.  One 
was for People’s Choice and 
the other was the Judges’ 
Award. 

In addition to the food 
truck he operated in Asto-
ria,  Zeideia had also run a 
food cart in Manhattan be-
fore his restaurant came to 
fruition.

The facade of the new 
restaurant looks like the 
front of his bright-green 
food truck, with big head-
lights and big windows. 

Some of the diners who 
showed up on the opening 
day decided to come back 

when it would be less busy. 
“I have been coming to 

him for five, six years now,” 
said Mohammed Eid, one of 
Zeideia’s regular custom-
ers. “I live nearby so it’s 
convenient, but it has to do 
with the quality of his food. 
It is excellent. Plus everyone 
that works with him are the 
nicest people you will ever 
meet. Always pleasant and 
smiling.”

Eid wanted his friend, 
Emil Yousef, to try the food 
for the first time. For Eid, 
the long lines were all too 
familiar.

 “He had longer lines at 
his truck, so I will just come 
back later,” he said. 

Inside, customers on the 
line were treated to fresh-
made falafels by the staff. 
Others sat down in the 
dining section, which can 
seat up to 30 people. Some 
customers were wearing in 

“King of Falafel” T-shirts 
while eating the falafel and 
shawarma plates.

Zeideia has also extended 
his menu to include popular 
Middle Eastern dishes, such 
as charcoal kebabs. 

Armando, 21, who was 
on line for 40 minutes, said 
he was 15 minutes late for 
work.

 “Let’s just say I am on 
an extended break from my 
shift,” he said. “My break 
was over like 20 minutes ago. 
But I never tried this and it 
smells so good in here.” 

Despite all of the big 
changes, Zeideia has held 
onto his big green food truck 
and has not decided where 
to operate it. 

“Of course, I have it—I al-
ways will,” he said between 
customers. 

Freddy the Falafel King greets customers on the opening 
day of his new restaurant at 30-15 Broadway in Astoria.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Parks Depart-
ment hosted a public scop-
ing meeting last week to get 
ideas from the community 
about improving circula-
tion and the aesthetics of 
the Lawrence Playground 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. 

The discussion, held at 
the Al Oerter Recreation 
Center at 131-40 Fowler 
Ave. Jan. 27, sought to so-
licit input from the commu-
nity about the playground, 
located on Lawrence Street 
and College Point Boule-
vard. It is bounded by the 
Van Wyck Expressway, the 
Queens Botanical Garden 
and College Point Boule-
vard. 

The project, for which 
Parks has set aside $4.2 
million, is to renovate the 
park and upgrade the com-
fort station. 

Nancy Owens, the de-
signer for the project, said 
they will be looking at a 
variety of facets, including 
the entrances to the park, 
the views looking out from 
the park and the edges. 

“Part of our scope of 
work is to redesign the 
playground for all ages, 
water play and to renovate 
the comfort station so it’s 
handicapped accessible,” 
Owens said.

Other ideas include 
more play areas, sitting 
areas, planted areas, trees 
and water fountains. 

The proposal is cur-
rently in the project initia-
tion phase, which lasts one 
to two months and involves 
the assigning of a designer 
and a public scoping meet-
ing. The time line for a 
capital project is typically 
between 30 months to 45 
months. 

The playground honors 
William Lawrence, the first 
Englishman to settle on 
Tues Neck, the small pen-
insula now known as Col-
lege Point. It has children’s 
swings, climbing equip-
ment, two dolphin-shaped 
climbing sculptures, picnic 
tables, a comfort station, 
chess and checker tables 
and two basketball courts. 

During the group dis-
cussion, the Reyes family—
David, 44; Carol, 40; Justin, 
12; Adrian, 9; and Chris-

tian, 7— were eagerly shar-
ing their perspective. 

Their suggestions in-
cluded rock climbing, 
trails, monkey bars, a fami-
ly room, more shade during 
hot weather in the summer-
time, water stations, more 
street signs between en-
trances, charging stations, 
a skate park and art at the 
entrance. 

David said the family 
has gone to the playground 
a few times in the past, cit-
ing the park’s location as a 
concern.

“Even though we want 
to be welcoming, it’s hard 
to be welcoming and open 
when we’re so close in 
proximity to the highway,” 
he said. 

Carol said it is difficult 
to pinpoint the entrance. 

“When you’re in the car, 

you don’t know what’s com-
ing up until you get there 
and then once you’re there, 
you don’t know how to get 
in because there’s a lot of 
gates,” she said. 

Christian just wants to 
see the park upgraded.

“I just think it needs a 
little more attention,” he 
said. 

Community Board 7 
member Kim Ohanian, 
chairwoman of the board’s 
parks committee, said 
2- to 5-year-olds and even 
5- to 12-year-olds should 
be protected but wondered 
whether fences would be 
lowered with the exception 
of the basketball courts.

She also suggested fea-
tures geared toward par-
ents.

BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing residents, busi-
ness owners and commu-
nity leaders have launched 
the Flushing 2050 Commu-
nity Building Initiative to 
establish a collective, com-
munity-led vision for the 
neighborhood’s future.

Partners in Progress, 
a collaboration created by 
Asian Americans for Equal-
ity, was set up to assess the 
area’s progress and quality 
of life for the future. Citi 
Foundation and the Low-
Income Investment Fund 
provided funding.

More than 30 represen-
tatives from Flushing, in-
cluding elected officials, 
community leaders and key 
institutions, came together 
Jan. 28 in the Topaz Room 
of the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel on 39th Avenue 
near Prince Street for the 
formal kickoff of the initia-
tive. 

Isabelle Leighton, di-
rector of AAFE’s Equality 
Fund, said the organization 
has been working in Flush-

ing for 20 years. 
“It’s limited because we 

know there’s so many in-
stitutions here, there’s so 
many different voices, so we 
want to be able to bring in 
even more,” Leighton said. 

The first phase of the 
initiative will start March 
5 with a Flushing 2050 Com-
munity Forum that will 
include workshops and 
meetings facilitated by the 
Municipal Arts Society, the 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce and AAFE. 

Other activities over 
the course of the year will 
include a commercial dis-
trict needs assessment, site 
studies, consumer market 
surveys, cultural mapping 
tours and a creative econ-
omy session featuring lo-
cal artists, entrepreneurs, 
young professionals and 
performers. 

John Choe, the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce’s executive director, 
said the initiative is about 
not only helping people feed 
their families but also job 
creation. 

Isabelle Leighton of Asian Americans for Equality explains the 
Flushing 2050 Community Initiative. Photo by Madina Toure

Residents give suggestions for how to improve Lawrence Playground at a public scoping meet-
ing. Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing eyes future 
in planning for 2050Park to be renovated

Residents brainstorm on a new Lawrence Playground
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Franny Le w 
Wine & Liquor

ALL CHARDONNAY & PINOT NOIR15% OFF 

ALL CHAMPAGNE 

& SPARKLING WINE 

15% OFF

1.5 LTR.

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti Spumanti

$10.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

$18.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE

$159.99

SILVER OAK
Alexander Valley

$49.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA

DUCALE TAN

15.99

BAILEY’S 
Gift Set

$23.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC RED
$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

STAG’S LEAP
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

ARTEMIS

$44.99

CONCHA Y TORO
Frontera 
All Types

$6.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT

$39.99

ROBERT MONDAVI 
Private Selection

Cabernet Sauvignon

$7.99

750 ml

750 ml

1.5 L

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99 1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

$29.99 1.75 L

JOHNNIE WALKER
  GREEN LABEL 

$49.99

MIONETTO PROSECCO

$10.99
(ORANGE LABEL)

LA MARCA PROSECCO

$10.99

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT.  ALL PRICES SUBJECT  TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

JOHNNIE WALKER   RED

$32.99

VILLA ANTINORI 
TOSCANA  RED

$14.99

RELAX RIESLING

$7.99  

SANTA MARINA
PINOT GRIGIO

$7.99
CARNIVOR CABERNET 

SAUVIGNON
$9.99

CUP CAKE
ALL TYPE
$7.99

MEIOMI
$15.99 

1.75L

CASH ONLY

750ML

750ML

750ML

750ML1.5L

750ML

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 21, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 21, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase

of $100 or More

W
IN

E SA
LE



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
7, 

20
16

8

a day off from school,” said 
Voula Angelidakis, a read-
ing specialist teacher and 
Lunar New Year coordina-
tor.

The mayor and schools 
chancellor announced in 
June 2015 that the Lunar 
New Year would officially 
be recognized as a holiday 
off from city schools, after 
Eid al-Adha was officially 
recognized as a Muslim 
holiday that spring as well. 
It is the third school dis-
trict in the country to give 
students off on the East 
Asian holiday.

Monday, Feb. 8, will be 
the first time students of 
Asian heritage will have 
the Lunar New Year day off 
with their families.

“Because of that, I think 
this year we have even 
more parents coming to 
this event to honor their 
tradition and heritage. And 
it’s my honor to promote Ko-
rean and Chinese cultures 
through the arts,” Angel-
idakis said at the second of 
four performances planned 
for the day.

All students were invit-
ed to participate in PS 203’s 
Lunar New Year concert.  
Many Chinese, Korean and 
American students were 
eager to perform conven-
tional ceremonies such as 
the Chinese dragon and lion 
dances, violin performanc-
es, Korean wedding and fan 
dances, Chinese ribbon and 
umbrella dances, as well as 
traditional Kamishibai sto-
rytelling.

Over 60 parent volun-
teers worked with the stu-
dents in each performance, 
staying true to their New 

Year customs. Many of the 
works were learned and 
performed by students in 
their extracurriculars — 
dance club and art club.

Another group of stu-
dents also went out to learn 
“Nanta,” Korean drums, 
all on their own outside of 
school to perform and con-
tribute to the show.

In addition to the spe-
cial performances, all 975 
students learned and were 
singing two folk songs — 
the Chinese song “Gong Xi, 
Gong Xi,” and the Korean 
song “Ahrirang.”

and it’s not in our plans, 
quite honestly,” said Rob-
bie Schwach, a legislative 
aide and spokesman for 
Ulrich. “We are focused on 
serving constituents in this 
district.” 

The New York Post 
reported Tuesday that 
Queens Republican Chair-
man Bob Turner, state GOP 
head Ed Cox and 2013 Re-
publican mayoral nominee 
Joe Lhota have all encour-
aged Ulrich to run against 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

Schwach, though, said 
that Ulrich isn’t looking 
that far ahead.

“If this adds cache to 
the office so that we can in-
crease our services to our 
constituents, then it’s all 
the more positive,” he said. 

Ulrich, one of only three 
Republicans in the city 
council, and Queens’ only 
member of the GOP, would 
face a difficult political 
climb, as Democrats hold a 

super majority in city gov-
ernment and a 6-to1 voter-
registration advantage. 

Nevertheless, Robert 
Holden, President of Juni-
per Valley Civic Associa-
tion, was bullish on Ulrich’s 
future prospects.

“The city needs him. 
Queens certainly needs 
him, and Middle Village 
desperately needs him,” 
Holden said. “I remember 
when Councilman Tom 
Ognibene introduced me 
to Eric when he was 18 and 
Tom said ‘this young man 
will one day be mayor.’ 
Working with Eric Ulrich 
over the years I found out 
quickly that Tom may have 
underestimated Eric... why 
not governor?”

Ulrich began his politi-
cal career as an aide to Og-
nibene in Middle Village. 
Holden and Ulrich worked 
closely together at the time, 
and the two worked on 
building the Howard Beach 
civic association. Holden 
then volunteered for Ulrich 
on his district leader and 
city council campaigns.

“I’m a Democrat and 

I’ve seen firsthand how he 
works so well with both 
parties. He’s a moderate Re-
publican and the smartest 
and most mature beyond 
his years young man I’ve 
ever met,” he added.

Ulrich, who served as 
the minority whip of the 
Republican delegation in 
the Council, was elected in 
a special election in 2009 
and then re-elected later 
that year. In 2013 Ulrich 
defeated Democratic chal-
lenger Lew Simon. His 
campaign was backed by 
Republican mayoral candi-
date Joe Lhota.

Ulrich has spent much 
of his time in the Council 
focusing on veteran affairs, 
good governance policies 
and helping to rebuild the 
battered Far Rockaway 
peninsula after Hurricane 
Sandy. 

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Girls at PS 203 perform a traditional Korean fan dance during the 
school’s annual Lunar New Year show. Photo by Michael Shain
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WEDDINGS • ANNIVERSARIES • BIRTHDAYS • SHOWERS 

PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATE UP TO 250 PEOPLE

OPEN FOR 40 YEARS • SPECIALS EVERY DAY • TWO PARTY ROOMS 

YOUR HOST MR. CID 
FORMERLY OF THE SPANISH PAVILLION

Spanish Elegance

PRIVATE ROOM 
UP TO 300 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER 
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE 

COSTA DEL SOL BALLROOM FROM 6PM-11PM

Cocktail Hour • Chocolate Fountain • Continuous Open Bar

Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering Desserts 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of Our Live DJ!

DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNERVALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from Our Menu 

Reservations Required
SPECIAL MENU • HARP PLAYER

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD 
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
T:718.423.0100 • F:718.423.0102 

Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

R E S TAU R ANT  &  CATE R I N G

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING 
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER WITH HARP PLAYER

PER PERSON PER PERSON 
+TAX & TIP+TAX & TIP

Reservations with Reservations with 
$25 pp Deposit$25 pp Deposit

Superb Spanish Cuisine from Spain & Continental Cuisine

Lil BUB, the Internet cat, meets Astorians
Famous feline’s owner tells her story on becoming celebrity at Museum of Moving Image
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Hundreds of people lined up 
last Saturday at the Museum of 
the Moving Image in Astoria to 
meet Internet sensation Lil BUB 
the cat and hear her story. 

The story of Lil BUB started 
in 2011 when she and her owner, 
Mike Bridavsky, found each oth-
er in Indiana. She was the runt 
of the litter from a feral cat and 
Bridavsky, who was down on his 
luck, was drawn to her almost 
immediately. 

Today, Lil BUB has a large 
and diverse Internet effect on 
people from across the world.

The Museum of Moving 
Image gift shop had posters, 
books, socks, tote bags and cof-
fee mugs—all with images of Lil 
BUB. An hour-long YouTube vid-
eo of the cat lounging on a rug 
with a roaring fireplace in the 
background has over 3 million 
hits alone. 

“I realized she had an impact 
before she became famous. When 
it started happening, I even 

started to consider shutting it 
off,” Bridavsky said. “She had 
an impact—not on a pop culture 
level but on a spiritual level.”

Bridavsky realized her pur-
pose was much bigger when he 
got a message on a blog he had 
started about Lil BUB. “This 
one person wrote, ‘I don’t have 
a question but I am just letting 
you know that you posting pic-
tures has gotten me through 
grad school,’” he recalled. “And 
that is when I realized that I am 
not the only who is moved by 
her.”

Lil BUB is not your average 
feline, according to Bridavsky. 
She has many abnormalities 
that require a special diet and 
treatment to maintain her 
health. 

“She is one in a trillion kind 
of cat. She has extra toes on all 
her feet; she had severe dwarf-
ism; she doesn’t have a fully 
developed jaw, which causes her 
tongue to stick out; and her teeth 
were also never developed,” he 

said.  

“She has abnormally large 
eyes and abnormally green eyes. 
She is the only cat ever record-
ed in history to have been born 
with a rare bone condition called 
osteopetrosis,” he said. 

But all of those physical ab-
normalities do not account for 
the one thing Bridavsky loves 
about her. “She has an abnormal 
amount of inherent magic,” he 
said. 

He said her fame took off after 
he created a T-shirt with her im-
age on it and the image became 
viral. 

“I facilitate it in a way that re-
spects and honors her and that’s 
kinda been my job for the last 
three years,” he said. “There is 
something to BUB that comes 
through her photos—she is not 
just an Internet cat, not just a 
celebrity cat, she has a greater 
purpose.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully 
by e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4546.The story of Lil BUB all started in 2011 when she and her owner Mike Bridavsky 

found each other in Indiana.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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eryone insisted that they 
were not against having a 
mosque but rather where 
they wanted it to be put.

Despite opposition to 
the proposal to change the 
mandated zoning regula-
tions from Community 
Board 7 and Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz, the 
Masjid-e-Noor group has 
decided to take the issue 
to the Board of Standards 
and Appeals Tuesday for a 
hearing.

“There are a lot of prob-
lems here—it’s a strange 
lot, it’s like a slice of pie. 
It’s totally against zon-
ing, the size is two times 
the permitted size and 
the height is two times 
the height permitted,” 
Tyler Cassel, who sits on 
the Zoning and Land Use 
Committee for Commu-
nity Board 7, said. 

Civic leaders from the 
Kissena Park Civic Asso-
ciation, Broadway Flush-
ing Homeowners Asso-
ciation and Auburndale 

Improvement Association, 
along with other com-
munity leaders, said they 
had offered Masjid-e-Noor 
other property options in 
the vicinity, including a 
currently empty Mormon 
church which would meet 
all of their needs. 

“Despite our effort to 
have a dialogue with them, 
they are going ahead. Com-
munity Board 7 had voted 
against it. The Queens 
Borough president has vot-
ed against it,” Avella said. 
“We want to work with the 
property owners. If they 
were to pick a lot capable 
of accommodating their 
congregation, I would do 
everything in my power 
to expedite the process so 
they could have a house of 
worship for their own.”

Many community mem-
bers said the issue was not 
that the proposed build-
ing would be a mosque but 
that the building was too 
large for the pie-shaped 
lot, and the mosque group 
was asking the commu-
nity to overlook many zon-
ing regulations. 

The proposal submit-
ted to the city’s Board of 

Standards and Appeals 
said the two-floor mosque 
would have a prayer area 
on each floor to accom-
modate 400-plus parishio-
ners, while on the week-
ends the mosque would be 
used to teach the Quran to 
roughly 100 students. 

In July, Emily Simons, 
attorney for the Masjid-e-
Noor group, told members 
of Community Board 7 
that her clients would not 
be able to meet the accom-
modations requested by 
the community. 

“The following ques-
tion comes to mind: Did 
the previous owner of 
the property inform the 
new owners that any new 
building put up there 
would come into question 
if it did not conform to the 
location?,” Beverly McDer-
mott, president of Kissena 
Park Civic Association, 
said. 

Rally attendees, includ-
ing Muslim community 
members, emphasized 
that the opposition against 
the mosque had nothing to 
do with religion but rather 
was a building and zoning 
issue. 

“This is not an in-
fringement on a religious 
group,” said one commu-
nity member. “We want 
to help them, not fight 
them.”

“This has nothing to 
do with Islamophobia,” 
Mazeda Uddin, a Muslim 
community activist, said. 
“This is about working 
together with the com-
munity they will be in. 
Everyone needs to work 
together.”

Avella said he expects 
many of the rally attend-
ees will be also speaking 
at the Board of Standards 
and Appeals’ April hear-
ing, which is to be held 
near City Hall.

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Mosque
tum going, because it’s just 
a great idea to get civics to-
gether,” she added.

The event, a mix between 
a town hall and a cocktail 
party, allowed those who 
are organizing civic life in 
the area to stump for their 
groups and give updates.

Ted Lehmann, spokes-
man for the Forest Hills 
Hospital, announced its 
name change to Long Is-
land Jewish (LIJ) Medi-
cal Center, while David 
Schober, a professor of mu-
sic at Queens College, an-
nounced a new Forest Hills 
concert series.

Wong also announced 
that this Saturday the 
Queens Memory Project, a 
digital archive which aims 
to record and preserve con-
temporary history across 
Queens, will be coming 
to the Forest Hills branch 
of the Queens Library, to 
collect and record various 
historical artifacts related 
to the history of the Asian-
American community in 

Queens.
The association began, 

Wong said, when he at-
tended an Asian-American 
outreach event for City 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) and 
realized that less than half 
of those in attendance were 
of Asian background. He 
reached out to Koslowitz 
saying that he wanted to in-
crease outreach.

According to U.S. Cen-
sus data, the Asian popula-
tion in Community Board 
6, which includes the neigh-
borhoods of Forest Hills 
and Rego Park, has doubled 
over the past two decades. 
In 1990, the population was 
less than 14,000--about 13 
percent of the neighbor-
hood’s total population--
to over 29,000 in 2010, or 
around 25 percent of the 
neighborhood’s population.

A diverse group of 
Asians live in Forest Hills 
and Rego Park including 
Indians as well as those of 
Korea, Japanese, Chinese, 
and Vietnamese ancestry, 
according to figures from 
the 2010 Census report.

“We can do our own 
events, but that’s just being 

Continued from Page 1 
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
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Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
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Tiffany Items 
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