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BY BILL PARRY

The city has finally approved 
a   limited contract for the Boule-
vard Family Shelter, in the for-
mer Pan American Hotel, on the 

provider’s fourth try, according 
to the city comptroller’s office. 
The $23.8 million, 30-month con-
tract was registered, or approved, 
 by Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
but its duration is just 30 months 

instead of the five-year contract 
that Samaritan Daytop Village 
was seeking.

“The Department of Homeless 
Services has provided the comp-
troller’s office with the required 

documentation that health and 
safety violations have been cured 
or that there are plans in place 
to address those violations at the 
family shelter,” Stringer spokes-
man Eric Sumberg said. “As a 
result, the comptroller’s office 
registered the DHS contract with 
Samaritan Daytop Village for a 
family shelter at this site.”

The 216-unit facility has 
caused great controversy since 
it opened, at 79-00 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst, in June 2014. Nu-
merous community groups from 
the surrounding neighborhoods 
staged several boisterous rallies 
and town hall meetings to protest 
the shelter.

The facility received numer-
ous violations from the city and 
the provider’s contract propos-
als were rejected three times by 
Stringer,  citing unsanitary rodent 
and insect infestations as well as 
improper disposal of garbage.

The contract does have condi-
tions, according to the comptrol-
ler’s office . Samaritan Daytop 
Village will have to develop plans 
and construction time lines for 
kitchens in each unit that would 
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Plans to convert the iconic TWA Terminal at JFK Airport into a 550-room hotel got a big boost this week when bor-
ough officials unanimously approved the project. Photo by Michael Shain

BY MADINA TOURE
 

A Midtown Manhattan law 
firm settled a case with the MTA 
on behalf of the Ou Jiang City 
Supermarket, which the trans-
portation agency seized to make 
upgrades to the Flushing-Main 
Street LIRR station.

The agency used eminent do-
main to obtain the supermarket’s 
property at 40-36 Main St. on 
June 15, 2015 to construct eleva-
tors and staircases to the station 
platform, making the dilapidated 
stop handicap accessible. 

As part of the settlement, filed 
in the Queens Supreme Court 
Jan. 4, the MTA is paying the 
supermarket owner $2,236,600, 
nearly 2½   times the $974,592 con-
demnation award the agency ini-
tially offered. The amount covers 
$1,909,000 in cash and $327,600 in 
free rent as compensation.  

“This case was quickly settled 
to the satisfaction of all parties in-
volved,” Philip Sanchez, a partner 
at Sanchez & Polovetsky, said. 

“An important improvement 
has been made to the Flushing-

BY GABRIEL ROM

The objections of three Queens lawmakers not-
withstanding, the City Council overwhelmingly 
voted Friday to raise the roof on their base salary, 
increasing their yearly income by nearly a third. 
It’s the first pay increase for elected officials in 

 Council OKs raise 
over  boro objections

BY BILL PARRY

She should have been 
shopping for her wedding 
dress, but the lure of the 
Newtown Creek Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant was 
too much for Alexandra 
Hiniker. The 35-year-old 
representative to the Unit-

ed Nations for PAX, an in-
ternational peace organi-
zation in the Netherlands, 
was one of the 300 visitors 
to take part in the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection’s 5th annual 
Valentine’s Day Tour of 
the largest water treatment 
plant in the city.

The soon-to-be resident 
of Jackson Heights had 
tickets with her fiance Ar-
thur Starr, but he couldn’t 
make the tour because of an 
illness in the family. Hini-
ker grabbed a friend from 
Greenpoint to join her.

“Arthur lives in Jackson 

Alexandra Hiniker joins hundreds of curi-
ous visitors on a tour of the mysterious 
Newtown Creek Wastewater Plant. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Main St. shop
gets windfall 
in LIRR deal

Pan American shelter approved
After three rejections from Scott Stringer, city agrees to ratify contract

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Romantic tour at Newtown 

JFK HOTEL PLAN TAKES OFF
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Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
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FREE
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Coin & Stamp Collections
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Sports Collectibles 
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SERVICE  
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SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Mayor’s streetcar plan
could help tech sector

BY BILL PARRY

A proposed streetcar 
system along the East 
River, connecting western 
Queens with Brooklyn, 
would be a tremendous 
asset to the growth of the 
tech and innovation sector 
in Long Island City, accord-
ing to two key figures in 
the industry.

 Jukay Hsu, founder of 
the non-profit Coalition 
for Queens, and Ben Gutt-
man, the co-founder of 
Digital Natives, agree that 
the Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector could be a real game 
changer.

“When the subways 
were built, it was all about 
bringing workers into Man-
hattan,” Hsu said. “But 
things have changed. The 
BQX would be transforma-
tive. It would increase the 
flow of ideas  and spur the 
growth of tech in Long Is-
land City, especially when 
Cornell Tech opens on 
Roosevelt Island.”

 Coalition for Queens 
fosters the tech ecosystem 
to increase economic op-
portunity. Its free Access 
Code program trains people 
of low-income backgrounds 
how to code software. rais-
ing annual salaries from 
the neighborhood average 
of $26,000 to $73,000.

“We provide the train-
ing to many people from 
public housing and com-
munity colleges,” Hsu said. 
“The streetcars would help 
them get to where the start-
up companies are along the 
waterfront of Queens and 
Brooklyn.”

Digital Natives was one 
of those startups when it 
moved to Long Island City 
in 2012, taking a “funky 
space” in a Plaxall ware-
house. Guttman says his 
digital marketing agency 
found LIC to be a great 
place to live and work. 
Other companies followed, 
taking re-purposed office 
space in old warehouses 
along the East River, help-
ing to make tech the city’s 
No. 2 industry.

“There are pockets 
along the East River with 
innovative and interest-
ing companies and I think 
having better connectivity 
will help tech grow,” Gutt-
man said. “ The streetcars 
will provide better access 
to these population pockets 
for employees and potential 
employees.”

Hsu loved the streetcar 
idea so much he became a 
member of the non-profit 
Friends of the Brooklyn 
and Queens Connector, 
which commissioned the 
study for the $2.5 billion 
project backed by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio last week. 
During his State of the City 
Address Feb. 4 , de Blasio 
said the state-of-the-art 
BQX could “generate over 
$25 billion of economic 
impact for our city over 30 
years” and it would be paid 
for with a revenue stream 
taken from the expected 
rise in property values 
along the corridor that is 
“seeing explosive growth 
on the waterfront.”

The BQX would come 
off the Pulaski Bridge 
and travel up 11th Street 
through Queensboro Plaza 
and shift to 21st Street be-
fore finishing at the Asto-
ria Houses. City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) called it a 
“forward thinking plan.”

Elizabeth Lusskin, pres-

ident of the Long Island 
City Partnership, called 
it visionary. “There is no 
question that improved 
north-south transporta-
tion along the waterfront 
both within Queens and be-
tween Queens and Brook-
lyn is very much needed for 
the economic and cultural 
vitality of Long Island City, 
its residents and business-
es,” she said.

Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
called the proposal compel-
ling. “A dedicated public 
transit line that connects 
communities faster and 
more directly than the cur-
rent transit options could 
benefit our residents and 
small businesses,” he said.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) took a more cautious 
approach to the BQX.

“This is a bold idea with 
a lot of promise, but we all 
know that the devil is al-
ways in the details,” Simo-
tas said. “I look forward to 
learning more about the 
specifics and sharing that 
information with Astoria 
residents, including im-
pacts on the community 
from the build-out, the costs 
of financing and exactly 
how this new streetcar sys-
tem will be integrated into 
our commercial and resi-
dential neighborhoods.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio is backing a plan that would bring street 
cars back to the borough for the first time since 1957. 

Rendering courtesy Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector
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3African-American artists celebrated

Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning shows works from Weusi collective of black painters
BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

This February marks 
the 40th anniversary of 
Black History Month, 
which was recognized by 
the federal government in 
1976. As part of this year’s 
celebration, the Jamaica 
Center for Arts and Learn-
ing will showcase work 
by Weusi artist collective 
members. The month-long 
exhibit of the Weusi story 
emphasizes the importance 
of African-American imag-
ery in a modern setting.

Weusi comes from the 
Swahili word meaning 
blackness. The 14 artists 
of Weusi surfaced in Har-
lem in 1965, against the 
backdrop of the Black Arts 
Movement, which made Af-
rican iconic imagery the 
central part of their work. 

Curated by MLJ John-
son, art chairman at St. Jo-
seph Regional High School, 
the exhibit presents work by 
Johnson himself, as well as 
Weusi artists Che Baraka, 

Stanyck E. Cromwell, Rob-
ert Daniels, Taiwo Duvall, 
Gaylord Hassan, Rod Ivey, 

Dindga McCannon, Karl 
A. Mclntosh, Otto Neals, 
Ademola Olugebefola, Okoe 

Pyatt, Ed Sherman and Em-
mett Wigglesworth.

“What this exhibit 
shows is the continuum of 
the struggle to get our per-
sonal culture to continue,” 
said Johnson, who is curat-
ing his second exhibit at 
JCAL. “The power of Afri-
can imagery is as relevant 
today as it’s ever been.” 

As an artist and educator, 
he has curated his works for 
30 years globally, working 
on exhibitions in the United 
States, London, Spain, South 
America, Puerto Rico and 
the countries of the African 
Diaspora. With the Black 
History Month exhibit now 
open to the public, Johnson 
would like his audience to 
understand his message.

“Although times have 
changed the message is 
the same, which is black-
ness. I heard a story with 

people saying that there 
are no more black leaders. 
The black leaders are still 
there, they’ve gone into 
academia now by teaching 
classes. If you wanted to see 
Dr. King, you had to make 
appointments in order to 
get to him. Now he might 
be standing in front of your 
classroom teaching,” John-
son said.

As regards his own 
work, he said it highlights 
what he calls the “picto-
grams of life” phenomenon. 
The way he gets his idea 
across is to begin with a 
word and then allow it to 
morph into the images he 
creates.

Ademola Olugebefola, 
one of the original founders 
of the Weusi artist collec-
tive, framed what is expect-
ed in a symbolic way.

“What we’re doing is 
giving the viewer the abil-
ity to grasp our reality. We 
are trying to remind people 
about the human touch,” 
Olugebefola said. He men-

tioned that what the mem-
bers of Weusi are offering 
is organic, at a time when 
technology is constantly 
moving forward. 

One of the many high-
lights to be displayed at the 
JCAL-Robert Miller Gal-
lery at 161-04 Jamaica Ave., 
is a light sculpture made by 
Olugebefola himself. Made 
it in 2009 from plexiglas, 
electrical apparatus and 
neon lights, it aims to em-
brace the new conscious-
ness evident in society to-
day.

The opening recep-
tion is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
Feb. 19, but the exhibit will 
be on view until Mar. 24. 
There will also be an artist 
talk at 4 p.m. Feb. 20, which 
is free.

“Our focus as it has al-
ways been is in creating 
images that complement 
and support people of color 
in terms of culture, but our 
audience is global. We want 
the world to see what we’re 
doing,” he said.

Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning is showing the work of the 
Weusi artist collective, including Rod Ivey’s “Hoppauge x3,” in a 
month-long exhibit.   Photo by Graciano Clause

DEP to modernize sewers in Flushing, Bowery bays
BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
will start working on a $33 
million sewer upgrade proj-
ect this spring to prevent 
225 million gallons of sew-
age from being released into 
Flushing and Bowery bays 
every year. 

The underground work 
will occur at five key junc-
tion points within the sewer 
system, located between La-
Guardia Airport and Horace 
Harding Expressway.

It will also raise and 
lengthen the weirs, or barri-
ers, that will direct the waste-
water to the Bowery Bay 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
next to the Steinway neigh-
borhood west of LaGuardia.

A DEP spokesman said 
most of the work will be un-
derway around March or 
April. The work is expected 

to be completed by the sum-
mer of 2018. 

“To help clean up Flush-
ing Bay and Bowery Bay and 
improve the quality of life 
for the residents of northern 

Queens, we will invest $33 
million to optimize the capac-
ity of the existing sewer sys-
tem and significantly reduce 
the overflow of pollution,” 
DEP Commissioner Emily 

Lloyd said. 
The five sites   slated for up-

grades are at the LaGuardia 
Airport Maintenance Yard; 
Ditmars Boulevard and 100th 
Street; Ditmars Boulevard 
and 31st Drive; 108th Street 
and 43rd Avenue; and 108th 
Street and Horace Harding 
Expressway.

The DEP spokesman said 
work will begin at each of 
the five locations at different 
times. 

The DEP presented the 
details of the project to Com-
munity Board 4’s Parks and 
Environmental Commit-
tee in November. A meet-
ing with Community Board 
3 is expected to take place 
this month.  City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), chairman of the 
City Council’s Environmen-
tal Protection Committee, 
praised the plan.

“Combined with our 

Green Infrastructure Plan, 
which implements alterna-
tive green infrastructure to 
capture stormwater before 
it enters sewers, this proj-
ect will improve the health 
of northern Queens water-
ways,” Constantinides said. 

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) lauded sewer 
system upgrades in East 
Elmhurst and Corona. 

“This will make a notice-
able difference in the qual-
ity of life of homeowners and 
residents that have suffered 
from sewage backups in the 
past,” Ferreras-Copeland 
said.

The DEP said the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ recently 
completed dredging that 
deepened the navigation 
channel and removed sedi-
ment in Flushing Ba is a sep-
arate project.

The work at 108th Street 

beneath the Long Island 
Expressway overpass will 
only take place during the 
overnight hours. All lanes of 
vehicular traffic will be open 
during the day, with no effect 
on traffic on Horace Harding 
Expressway. 

From Monday to Friday, 
the work will take place from 
10 p.m. to 6 a.m., during which 
two of the six lanes of vehicu-
lar traffic will be closed. All 
lanes of traffic will be re-
opened at 6 a.m. Weekend 
work, if necessary, will take 
place from 12 a.m. to 8 a.m. 

In Flushing  and Bow-
ery bays , DEP has about 
500 curbside gardens, or 
bioswales—either under 
construction now or recently 
completed—that collect and 
absorb stormwater, mostly 
in Corona, Elmhurst, Forest 
Hills, Rego Park and Middle 
Village. 

The city Department of Environmental Protection has allocated 
$33 million to upgrading sewers in the Flushing and Bowery bays.

BLACK HISTORY
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 11
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE. WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & Z Friday)

1-800-404-CLAW
OPEN 7 DAYS:

99 ¢LB.

 
STATE 0’ MAINE 

MUSSELS

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2995 $1295$1995
ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR SALAD

COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.
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Frustrated straphangers 
rally for better 7 service 

BY BILL PARRY

Fed up with poor ser-
vice on the No. 7 subway 
line, angry straphangers 
joined community leaders 
at a rally beneath the 40th 
Street station in Sunnyside 
during Tuesday’s morn-
ing rush. City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) called on 
the MTA to implement and 
expedite a complete Full-
Line Review of the 7 line, 
something that has proven 
successful on the A, C, F, G 
and L trains.

“Over the last several 
weeks constant delays and 
service interruptions have 
piled up, crippling morning 
commutes for thousands of 
7 train riders,” Van Bramer 
said. “These delays, which 
lead to overcrowding on 
platforms and dangerous 
conditions at numerous sta-
tions, cannot continue to go 
on without a response from 
the MTA. The MTA cannot 
ignore the voices of my con-
stituents and all 7 train rid-
ers who suffer every day.”

Three other Coun-
cil members from dis-
tricts along the No. 7 
line—Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
Councilman Peter Koo 

(D-Flushing)—joined Van 
Bramer in drafting a letter 
to MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast, demanding a 
Full-Line Review. The top-
to-bottom study of the line’s 
operation would examine 
the implementation of new 
signal upgrades in addition 
to day-to-day operations 
and maintenance. 

 Last month, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
held a rally at the Main 
Street station, where he 
warned development in 
Flushing would further 
strain a line that is already 
over capacity.

“Enough is enough,” 
Van Bramer said. “Riders 
need relief now. The MTA 
cannot continue to neglect 
hardworking New Yorkers 
who pay for subpar ser-
vice.”

In September, the Citi-
zens Budget Commission re-
leased a report ranking the 
city’s 467 subway stations. 
Four 7 line stations were 
among the 10 worst in the 
city, which included six in 
Queens.  The 52nd Street sta-
tion was ranked the worst.

“For years now, every 
one of us can tell story after 
story about 7 train experi-
ences, and none of them 
have happy endings,” Com-
munity Board 2 Chairman 
Patrick O’Brien said. “Peo-
ple need and deserve reli-

able, timely and efficient 7 
train service, and the sim-
ple fact is that the MTA has 
not delivered it. Whatever 
plans and promises have 
been made, they have not 
been realized and certainly 
have not had any signifi-
cant effect in mitigating 
or eliminating the daily 7 
Train Blues we all live 
with. Glaciers erode rock 
quicker than the MTA acts, 
but we live in real time, not 
geologic time, and we need 
these improvements now.”

MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz said the agency has 
been making capital im-
provements on the 7 line 
over the past several year 
to increase rider capacity 
and service reliability.

“We are fully committed 
to conducting line reviews 
of all the system’s lines,” Or-
tiz said. “In addition, over 
the past several months, we 
have enhanced inspections 
and added additional per-
sonnel to improve response 
times to right-of-way inci-
dents on the 7 line that are 
beginning to stabilize ser-
vice along the line, Howev-
er, there have been a couple 
of major incidents on the 
line over the past several 
weeks, a broken rail for ex-
ample, that have negatively 
impacted service.”

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and community leaders demand better service on the No. 7 sub-
way line after weeks of suspensions and delays. Photo by Bill Parry
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Gotham Greens opens greenhouse in Hollis
Hydroponics farm named its curved leaves Queens Crisp for lettuce grown in borough

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Gotham Greens, an 

urban-agriculture pioneer 
and producer of green-
house-grown vegetables 
and herbs, opened its first 
60,000-square-foot green-
house facility last week on 
Jamaica Avenue in Hollis. 

The Brooklyn-based 
company, which employs 
more than 120 people, oper-
ates rooftop greenhouses 
across four facilities in 
both the city and Chicago. 
It has also received the 2015 
Martha Stewart’s “Ameri-
can Made” award. 

The company’s pesti-
cide-free produce is grown 
using ecologically sustain-
able methods in 100 percent 
clean energy-powered ur-
ban rooftop greenhouses. It 
sells produce to retail, res-
taurant and institutional 
customers. 

“We grow our herbs and 

vegetables using hydro-
ponics,” Gotham Greens 
spokeswoman Nicole Baum 
said. “There is no soil in-

volved—all the nutrients 
found in the soil are in the 
water. We also recycle our 
water. It is a 100 percent re-

newable facility.”
Hydroponics is a gar-

dening method of growing 
plants in water infused 

with nutrients from soil 
rather than growing them 
directly in soil. Accord-
ing to the Gotham Greens, 
its growing methods yield 
up to 30 times more crop 
per acre than are achieved 
through conventional agri-
culture. 

Baum said Gotham 
Greens facilities are unique 
because the vegetables and 
herbs are available year 
round. The Gotham Greens 
greenhouse is located 184-
60 Jamaica Ave. 

“You don’t have to buy 
basil from Israel during the 
winter—you can get lettuce 
from Queens,” she said.

Baum said the vegeta-
bles and herbs are available 
in local supermarkets from 
Key Food to Shop Rite, as 
well as from the online gro-
cer Fresh Direct. 

“We introduced some-
thing new, Queens Crisp 
greens. It’s really delicious 

and crispy, similar to frisée 
but without the bitterness,” 
Baum said. 

The state Energy Re-
search and Development 
Authority provided $1 
million in funds towards 
the project to expand the 
greenhouse as part of the 
state initiative to reduce 
energy use in buildings by 
23 percent by 2030.

New York State Empire 
State Development addi-
tionally provided Gotham 
Greens with $152,000 in tax 
credits to create and sus-
tain a minimum of 46 full-
time jobs through 2024. 

Gotham Greens said it 
currently has 40 full-time 
employees and expects to 
exceed 50 in the next few 
months. 

The company said its 
massive new facility will 
nearly triple the amount of 
local produce it can offer to 
tri-state area consumers.

Gotham Greens uses Hydroponics a gardening method of growing plants in water infused with nutri-
ents from soil rather than growing them directly in soil. According to the Gotham Greens, it yields up 
to 30 times more crop per acre than conventional agriculture.  Courtesy of Gotham Greens
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
 Nearly a dozen suspected 

members of the Snow gang, 
were charged last week with 
a two-month scheme involv-
ing stealing checks from 
USPS mailboxes and then 
forging the checks to cash 
them, the Queens district at-
torney said..

The charges included forg-
ery, criminal possesion of a 
forged instrument, petit lar-
ceny, identity theft, criminal 
possession of stolen property 
and tampering with private 
communications, the DA and 
f e d e r a l 
of f icials 
said. 

N i n e 
out of the 
11 alleged 
g a n g 
members 
are resi-
dents of 
S o u t h 
Jamaica 
and the 
o t h e r 
two are Brooklyn residents, 
according to court records. 
The defendants from Queens 
were identified as Robert 
Augustine, Anthony Bran-
non, Henry Brown, Darryl 
Carrington, Malik Franklin, 
Yuri Oluh, Tawayna Piper, 
Alexus Warren and Jamal 
Woodford. 

The two defendants from 
Brooklyn were identified as 
Terell Bishop and Devon De-
peazer.  

“It is alleged that the Snow 
gang, through their members 
and associates, have become 

involved in the practice 
of ‘fishing,’ ‘washing’ and 
cashing forged checks in the 
hopes of yielding greater rev-
enue to finance their alleged 
criminal activities,” Queens 
DA Richard Brown said.

Fishing is dropping a 
sticky weight tied to a string 
into a box and then pulling 
the mail out and check wash-
ing is when household chemi-
cals are used to erase the ink 
on a check, which can then be 
rewritten for any amount.

The DA said that over the 
past two months alone, it is 
alleged the defendants in-

volved in 
the scheme 
“fished” for 
mail to look 
for checks, 
t h e n 
“ w a s h e d ” 
them and 
had them 
c a s h e d 
— o v e r 
$ 3 3 , 5 0 0 
in forged 
checks at 

various banks throughout 
the city, according to the DA. 

According to charges filed 
by the Queens DA, defendants 
would allegedly “fish” for 
mail inside large USPS mail-
boxes across Cambria Heights 
and other near neighbor-
hoods in southeast Queens. 
Then the checks found in 
the mailboxes were allegedly 
“washed” using homemade 
devices and cashed. Each in-
dividual had a role and was 
paid a fee for his participa-
tion in the scheme, police and 
USPS officials said.  

BY GABRIEL ROM

For the Bukharian 
community in Queens, 
questions of tradition, 
heritage and assimilation 
are never far from the sur-
face.

On a rainy night last 
week at The Bukhar-
ian Teen Lounge in Forest 
Hills, a group of 25 high 
schoolers joked in both 
Russian and English, mov-
ing effortlessly between 
the two. 

They had gathered to 
hear career advice from 
three Bukharian young 
professionals who had 
successfully navigated the 
dual worlds of Bukharia 
and America.

According to Manashe 
Khaimov, a program direc-
tor at the lounge, the event 
presented the kids, all of 
whom attend public school, 
with a unique opportunity.

“We want to integrate 
these children into wider 
American culture without 
them losing sight of their 
heritage,” he said.

“I didn’t have access to 
programs like this when 
I was younger—people I 
could speak to in Russian 
and English. People who 
could guide me.” he added. 
“But it’s now something I 
can give to others.”

The lounge, supported 
in part by the Jewish Child 
Care Association, is a com-
prehensive after-school 
program with Russian-

speaking staff members, 
allowing the program to 
be culturally sensitive to 
the specific needs of youth 
from the Bukharian com-
munity.

Khaimov introduced 
the three panelists, all of 
whom had a message that 
was as simple as it was 
bold: Embrace the future.

Mark Kandkhorov, 
born in Tajikistan, is now 
a lawyer and a member 
of Community Board 6, 
which covers the neighbor-
hoods of Forest Hills and 
Rego Park.

Kandkhorov recalled 
a rough childhood in and 
out of the Yeshiva and 
with poor grades. Kandk-
horov said he faced a cri-
sis of identity. Eventually 
he went on to study at St. 

John’s University, where 
he blossomed. When he 
asked how many of the 
kids wanted to be a lawyer, 
no hands went up.

“Excellent,” he said.
There was a serious 

point to Kandkhorov’s 
joke.

Having been raised 
in an immigrant Jewish 
home, Kandkhorov said he 
was faced with certain ca-
reer expectations—either 
law or medicine—that he 
felt were stifling.

Betty Yusupov, a litiga-
tion attorney,  said she de-
veloped the courage to suc-
ceed from values instilled 
in her at home. 

“As a Bukharian female 
it certainly can be hard, 
but I had the good fortune 
of being raised by parents 

who pushed education,” 
Yusupov said. She leaned 
forward and pointed to-
wards the young adults in 
front of her.

“Your parents have been 
through what you have 
been through. They’ve felt 
lost, too.”

“Explore other profes-
sions,” she added. “Read 
up on the most-wanted 
jobs over the next 10 years. 
Right now you’re young, 
and young people create 
things. There are kids not 
much older than you who 
are doing incredible things 
in Silicon Valley.” Alex Co-
hen a lawyer, agreed. 

Dina Aminova, a high-
school senior, looked at the 
panelists as sources of in-
spiration.

Manashe Khaimov gave a presentation on career advice at the Bukharian Teen Lounge in Forest 
Hills. Photo by Gabriel Rom

Gang fi shed checks 
from mailbox: DA

Youth get career advice
At the Bukharian Teen Lounge, youngsters face their futures
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TRYOUT DATES AND TIMES:

FEBRUARY  28TH   9:30 am 12 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   10:45 am 13 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   12 noon   9 Years old*

MARCH 6TH   9:30 am 15 Years old*

MARCH 6TH 10:45 am          16/17 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 9:30 am   11 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 10:45 am   14 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 12 noon       15/16/17 Years old*

*YOUR CHILD’S AGE IS BASED ON HOW OLD THEY WILL BE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31, 2016 

Tryout Fee is $20.00  All people who tryout will need to bring proof of age

Spring Basketball League available for those who do not want to  
play Tournament Basketball, but want to play locally.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com  347-252-1154

Marksmen Team Sports is offering another unique opportunity for both boys 
and girls who want to continue to improve their skill sets.

Come train with The Marksmen Coaching Staff.

DAC

Tryouts Start February 28th at: 
PS 209  16-10 Utopia Parkway 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Tryouts for Marksmen 
AAU Spring Summer  

Tournament Basketball

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
Basketball & Fitness Training

 TEN 80 MINUTE SESSIONS — $300
 Individual Fitness Training also available 

   by appointment
 Each session is a skills and drills workout followed    

   by Basketball game situation in order to improve a 
   child’s skill sets and knowledge of the game
 All Training done indoors
 Experienced Trainers
 Discount registration to Join DAC Basketball 

   Spring and Summer Leagues

Space is limited to 16 kids per session 
Ages 8-11 and 12-15

Little Ballers clinics for 
Ages 4-7 years old also available 
$250 (10 Sessions)

Training Starts Week of April 8th 

LOCATIONS: 
PS 188  218-12 Hartland Avenue
Bayside, NY 11364

PS 169  18-25 212 Street 
Bayside, NY 11361

BASKETBALL

@DAC_Marksmen@@@@@DACDACDACDAC MarksmenMarksmen_MaMarksmenksmenrk men
For more info email marksmeninfo@aol.com 347-252-1154 Register online at www.dacsports.com 

                                  DAC ATHLETIC CLUB
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Heights so we drive past 
this plant all the time and 
I’m absolutely fascinated by 
it,” she said staring down 
at the plant’s eight futur-
istic 145-foot tall “Digester 
Eggs” that each hold 3 mil-
lion gallons of sludge on the 
Brooklyn side of Newtown 
Creek across from Queens. 

Most of the visitors took 
the tour for the views from 
an observation deck on top 
of the digesters. Many came 
for the 20-minute lecture 
about the inner workings 
of the plant beforehand.

“I guess you can say 
that I’m in the business, 
working at the Department 
of Sanitation for 29 years,” 

Maspeth resident Joseph 
Grodzki said. “Me and my 
wife Susan took the tour 
last year and we decided to 
bring our kids this time.”

Daughters Roxanne and 
Rachael enjoyed the views 
from the observation deck 
and so did Rachael’s boy-
friend, Brendan Hillbrand, 
of Middle Village.

“This place is really 
cool, but I wish I’d dressed 
more warmly,” he said.

As the Grodzki family 
took photos, Hiniker was 
racing about taking in 
more information as a DEP 
tour guide continued the 
lecture.

“In addition to my work 
at the U.N., I’m taking 
courses in urban planning 
at Hunter,” she said. “I 
can’t   get enough of urban 

planning.”
In fact, her wedding 

next month will take place 
at the Baltimore Museum 
of Industry on that city’s 
Inner Harbor. The couple 
will then settle in Jackson 
Heights.

“I can’t wait to live there 
full time,” Hiniker said. 
“I’ve worked all over the 
world and Jackson Heights 
is so international that you 
feel like you’ve gone over-
seas.”

Next year she plans on 
returning to the Newtown 
Creek Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant, with her new 
husband to celebrate their 
first Valentine’s Day as 
newlyweds.  “He’s got to see 
this place,” she said. 

New York since 2006.
The vote count was 40-7, 

with Queens council mem-
bers Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale), Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) and Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) among 
those opposing the mea-
sure.

The raise increases the 
council’s base salary from 
$112,500 to $148,500, a 32 
percent hike. The boost is 
also nearly $10,000 more 
than the figure recom-
mended by the New York 
City Quadrennial Commis-
sion late last year, which 
called for increasing the 
salary for council members 
to a comparatively modest 
$138,315.

The legislation will 
also eliminate the bonuses 
called “lulus” which are 
given to committee leaders 
and impose limits on out-
side income.

Vallone, a lawyer, is one 
of four council members 
who earn a significant 
amount of money from the 
kind of outside income that 
will be banned by the bill. 
He works for his family’s 
law firm, Vallone & Vallone 
LLP.

In 2014, Vallone made 
at least $5,000 and up to 
$47,999,  from his law prac-
tice, according to financial 
disclosure forms filed with 
the Conflicts of Interest 
Board.

“I’m happy that council 
member Paul Vallone was 
one of the seven dissent-
ers,” said Queens political 
observer Dennis Saffran. 
“But his opposition came 
with a Barry Bonds-size 
asterisk. He voted ‘No’ only 
after the Council rejected 
his amendment to gut the 
related ban on outside in-
come, which he is one of 
only four members affected 
by.”

A number of additional 
elected officials, including 
Mayor de Blasio and each 
borough’s district attorney, 
also saw their base salary 
increased. The mayor, how-
ever, announced that he 
would not accept the raise 
unless re-elected to a sec-
ond term in 2017.

“These unprecedented 
reforms will strengthen the 
council as a legislative body 
and help council members 

better serve their constitu-
ents,” Mark-Viverito said. 
“By restricting outside in-
come, designating council 
members’ positions as full-
time jobs and eliminating 
stipends for members, we’ll 
fulfill many recommenda-
tions of good government 
groups and set a new stan-
dard for elected officials in 
our city.”

Mark-Viverito touted 
the reforms as a message to 
Albany.

“I think some of us that 
have expressed the need for 
reform at the state level,” 
she said. “There are things 
that we have implemented 
that we have yet to see 
implemented in Albany, so 
we definitely would like to 
serve as a model.” 

The hike is retroactive 
to Jan. 1. 

Continued from Page 1 

Raises

Continued from Page 1 

Newtown

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley voted against giving the City 
Council a pay raise. 
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

Astoria Park sewage leaks into East River
BY BILL PARRY

Following the discovery 
by the city Parks Depart-
ment that sewage from the 
Astoria Park bathrooms 
flowed into the East River 
for more than 80 years, 
state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called 
on the Department of En-
vironmental Protection to 
launch an immediate and 
comprehensive citywide re-
view of properties adjacent 
to waterways. 

Last spring Parks De-
partment workers discov-
ered the pipes from the pool 
and the bathrooms at Cha-
rybdis Playground in the 
park were not connected 
to the city sewage system 
when they were built in the 
1930s.

“Untold environmental 
damage has been done to 
our waterways over sev-
eral decades due to sewage 
pumping directly into our 
waters,” Gianaris said. 

“Now that this possibility 
has been discovered, it is 
critical we ensure similar 
situations do not exist else-
where in the city.”

The bathrooms at Cha-
rybdis Playground are 
closed while Parks con-
structs new sewage lines. 
The project is expected to 
take three years to com-
plete.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Environmental Protec-
tion Committee, vowed to 
hold the Parks Department 
“accountable to ensure that 
the bathrooms are safe for 
all to use and that the proj-
ect is expedited.”

Temporary bathrooms 
will be provided for the 
duration of the project, ac-
cording to the Parks De-
partment.

“We work closely with 
other city agencies and en-
vironmental groups to en-
sure that the work we do in 

the park is a benefit to the 
environment, not a burden 
to it,” Parks Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski said. 
“The Astoria Pool and Cha-
rybdis Playground infra-
structure are unfortunate 
remnants of a time when 
that kind of environmen-
tal sensitivity just wasn’t 
a concern. Our immediate 
focus is to correct the issue 
and get the facilities opera-
tional and back to serving 
park visitors as soon as we 
can.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris is demanding a DEP review after the discovery of a sewage leak from 
Astoria Park into the East River. Photo by Bill Parry

Weigh in on the issues 
that matter to Queens 

by writing a letter. 
Send your opinions or 

comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com
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meet compliance with the 
city’s Administrative Code 
as well as a playground and 
a daycare center by June 
30 or the contract would be 
canceled. 

Officials called it a 
mechanism that would 
create greater accountabil-
ity on behalf of the shelter 
operator. State Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
worked for months with 
Stringer, the mayor’s of-
fice, the Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assis-
tance and members of the 
Elmhurst community for 
months to make sure the 
family residents of the shel-
ter were taken care of prop-
erly and the community’s 
concerns were heard.

“Although the contract 
addendums for the Boule-
vard Family Residence will 
hold Samaritan Village ac-
countable for developing a 
more adequate residence 
for the families, I am dis-
mayed.” Stavisky said. 

“The shelter was opened 
under controversial cir-

cumstances, with little 
or no information being 
shared with the public pri-
or,” she said. “While I still 
have concerns—there are 
hundreds of children be-
ing sent to School District 
24, the most overcrowded 
district in the city, and the 
building has been hit with 
a number of violations—I 
understand the comptrol-
ler has exercised all of his 
options. I was satisfied that 
this is the best we could 
hope for.”

Stavisky thinks it is im-
portant for the surround-
ing community to know 
that 45 percent of the adult 
residents are working but 
can’t afford to pay rent.

“I am disappointed that 
they didn’t close this shel-
ter,” Stavisky said. “But 
it is there and we have to 
make it work. But you can 
be sure, I’ll be keeping my 
eye on it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter
Main Street LIRR Station, 
making it possible for 
all commuters to travel 
safety, and we were able 
to secure a settlement for 
our client that gave them 
the opportunity to move 
their business or start a 
new business,” Sanchez 
continued.

The MTA would not 
discuss the specifics of 
the settlement but said the 
agreement appeases both 
sides.

“From the MTA’s stand-
point, we believe it to be a 
good deal,” Salvatore Are-
na, a spokesman for the 
LIRR, said in a statement. 
“The settlement is for less 
than half the amount the 
supermarket was seeking. 
It also allows us to take 
possession of the site in a 
timely manner and move 
forward with construction 
of the new station.” 

The $16.5 million proj-
ect for the Flushing-Main 
Street station on Main 
Street and 41st Avenue 
 will start this spring and 

einclude the installation 
of an elevator for each 
platform, new staircases, 
platform railings, better 
lighting and other safety 
measures.

The station has one en-
trance off Main Street for 

the eastbound side and an-
other off 40th Road for the 
westbound side.

In the meantime, the 
MTA is working on a 
smaller project that will 
consist of replacing the 
handrails on the platform.

The agency is also plan-
ning to rehabilitate the 
LIRR’s bridge over Main 
Street, with plans to wa-
terproof the bridge and 
paint it under the 2015-2019 
capital program. 

Continued from Page 1 

LIRR

The MTA has reached a settlement to buy the property of the Ou Jiang Supermarket, which oper-
ated under the Flushing LIRR station.  Google Earth





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
14

, 2
01

6
12

Love at first

BITE
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