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BY GABRIEL ROM

For the second year in a row, 
Community Board 5 has recom-
mended that the application for 
the annual Fresh Pond Road Ital-

ian Festival in Ridgewood be de-
nied.

The application, which was 
submitted by the Federazione 
Italo-Americana di Brooklyn and 
Queens, requested a four-day fes-

tival that would take place in Sep-
tember 2016.

The festival has been a main-
stay of central Queens’ festival 
circuit since the early aughts.

The recommendation to deny 

the application, which was made 
at Community Board 5’s monthly 
meeting Feb. 10 in Middle Village, 
received 27 votes of approval, 
with eight opposing it. The Execu-
tive Committee, which had voted 
to approve the festival last year, 
voted against it this year.

“The change in population in 
our community is a major rea-
son,” said Vincent Arcuri, CB5’s 
chairman. “There are newer resi-
dents who aren’t accustomed to 
having to deal with this for four 
days on Myrtle Avenue.”

According to Arcuri, over the 
past three years there have been 
significant demographic changes 
to the area, specifically an influx 
of  “old-time Ridgewood Germans 
and Eastern-Europeans” 

Additionally, major logistical 
concerns include rerouted buses 
and cars and a dearth of parking 
spaces for almost a full working 
week. 

The Mayor’s Street Activity 
Permit Office has the final say, 
however, on whether the festi-
val is approved. Last year, CB 5 
voted to deny the festival, but it 
was nevertheless approved by the 
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Sure it was freezing cold for the Lunar New Year parade in Flushing this year, but at least one paradegoer was enthusi-
astic about the festivities. See more photos from the event on Page 3. Photo by Steve Vazquez

I LOVE A PARADE

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Dozens of upset and frustrated 
Hollis residents joined the People 
for the Neighborhood community 
group at a town hall meeting at 
St. Matthew’s Church Tuesday 
to discuss the controversial issue 
of homeless veterans who moved 
into the supportive housing units 
inside buildings on Hollis Av-
enue.

For over a year residents bat-
tled the city through protests and 
legal measures to prevent anoth-
er homeless shelter from coming 
into southeast Queens. At this 
point  southeast Queens has more 
than 10 homeless shelters, which 
account for over 50 percent of all 
the shelters in the borough. 

Last month 30 homeless veter-
ans moved into supportive hous-
ing units in abandoned buildings 
owned by Queens landlord Rita 
Stark, according to the city’s Hu-
man Resources Administration,  

People of the Neighborhood 
went to Queens Supreme Court 
to obtain a temporary restrain-
ing order, but the request was 

BY GABRIEL ROM

The Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Pa-
rade Association is hitting the ground early this 
year. Organizers released this week a list of hon-
orees from Queens and beyond for what histori-
cally has been the largest Memorial Day parade 

Little Neck lists 
 parade honorees

BY GABRIEL ROM

From recording the 
smaller moments of every-
day life to digitizing thou-
sands of historical docu-
ments, the Queens Memory 
project is no small under-
taking.

But on a Tuesday after-
noon at the Greater Ridge-
wood Youth Council, a 
group of students involved 
with the project were work-
ing diligently on unearth-
ing the past of their small 
corner of Queens.

The project, created 

in collaboration with the 
Queens Library and Queens 
College, collects the stories 
and images of both eras 
past and contemporary life 
in the borough.

The team, which re-
ceives pay for their work, 

The Queens Memory project helps digitize 
historical documents--allowing residents 
to have a say in who and what the histori-
cal record includes. Photo by Gabriel Rom

Hollis riled up 
over proposed 
vets’ housing

CB5 denies Fresh Pond event
Logistical headaches, changing demographics cited as reasons for vote 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8
Continued on Page 10

High-schoolers dig into past
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Citizenship application 
has huge cost: Stringer

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 670,000 New 
Yorkers are eligible to ap-
ply for citizenship, but the 
costs have spiked so high 
that immigrants may no 
longer be able to afford be-
coming full-fledged Ameri-
cans, the city comptroller 
has warned. 

The citizen application 
fees have soared nearly 
500 percent since 1989, af-
ter adjusting for inflation, 
from $68 to $680 today, ac-
cording to Comptroller 
Scott Stringer. In addition, 
the city recently cut back 
on adult literacy programs 
 and now provide only  limit-
ed access to affordable legal 
services.

These barriers to citi-
zenship are among the 
findings in a new report 
from Stringer released last 
week. 

“With costs that can 
reach into the thousands 
of dollars, our citizenship 
process has become too 
expensive for hundreds of 
thousands of New Yorkers,” 
Stringer said. “High fees 
and diminished access to 
English instruction and af-
fordable legal services are 
throwing up roadblocks 
to naturalization for this 
generation of immigrants. 
Becoming a citizen is an 
integral part of the Ameri-
can experience. Every New 
Yorker deserves a fair and 
fighting chance to make it 
in this city and it’s the job of 
government to break down 
barriers to help those who 
have lived and worked here 
to make citizenship an at-
tainable goal.”

Low-income immigrants 
are currently offered free 
waivers for the paperwork 
costs, but the waiver pro-
cess is “plagued by prob-
lems,” according to String-
er. In 2011, only 23,000 fee 
waivers for naturalization 
were granted out of a total 
of 756,000 applications, just 
over 3 percent.

Applicants must pass 
a language-proficiency 
test, but English language 

classes cost around $400 
per week for group lessons. 
Although the New York 
Public Library expanded 
seats for free English class-
es by 300 percent over the 
last three years, the report 
said, several branches have 
reported having to turn 
away applicants, unable to 
meet the high demand.

Many immigrants seek 
legal advice from immigra-
tion lawyers during the nat-
uralization process. In New 
York City, immigration law 
firms charge between $100 
and $300 for a one-time 
consultation and an addi-
tional $1,200 to $1,500 for 
help filling out the relevant 
paperwork and preparing 
the application package, ac-
cording to the report.

Stringer’s report makes 
a series of recommenda-
tions that are designed to 
combat the high cost of citi-
zenship. 

He called on the federal 
government to dedicate ad-
ditional resources to the 
United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Service’s 
budget, with an eye toward 
reducing or even eliminat-
ing application fees for nat-
uralization.

Stringer also believes 

the federal government 
should improve the waiver 
process and study alterna-
tive payment options. 

He wants the city to offer 
more on-site citizenship as-
sistance programs in indus-
tries with large immigrant 
populations;,increase fund-
ing for English as a Second 
Language and civics class-
es, and partner with law 
schools to expand free legal 
services for immigrants as 
well as other suggestions.

“Whether it’s creating 
public-private partner-
ships to offer on-site as-
sistance or re-examining 
the structure and amount 
of fees, government must 
take steps to encourage ev-
eryone who can gain their 
citizenship,” Stringer said. 
“For decades, hardwork-
ing immigrants have come 
here to build a new life and 
become part of the fabric 
of our communities, Now 
is the time to rethink how 
city, state and federal gov-
ernments support this vital 
process.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases a new report that shows 
that soaring costs have become a barrier for citizenship. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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3Lunar New Year warms up a cold day

As grand marshal of the Lunar New Year Parade in Flushing, Gov. Cuomo (c) starts off the line of march for the Year of the Monkey with many dignitaries in tow. Photo by Walter Karling  

The high winds forced most of the large, looping dragon lines from marching in the Feb. 13 parade, but some of the smaller pup-
pets made it. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Life-sized (and bigger) dolls are a staple of the parade.  
Photo by Walter Karling

A vision in yellow, this band gets ready to step off at the beginning of 
the parade.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

Craig Goodwin, representing the organization Asians for 
Equality, braves the cold.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Auxiliary Police Officers Oh (l) and Park from the 109th Pct. are on crowd 
control duty for the parade.  Photo by Steve Vazquez
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

Critics sound off on 
rezoning at hearings

BY BILL PARRY

The management of the 
Big Six Towers in Wood-
side, a Mitchell-Lama af-
fordable housing develop-
ment, is hoping that its 
letter to the City Council 
and other city agencies can 
help offset some of the criti-
cism surrounding Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s embattled 
affordable housing plan af-
ter two rounds of hearings 
last week. 

The City Council has 
until late March to vote on 
the plan’s two components: 
Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing, which would al-
low larger buildings in 
rezoned neighborhoods as 
long as new developments 
include a certain number 
of affordable units, and 
Zoning for Quality and Af-
fordability, which paves 
the way for senior housing 
across the city.

While the City Planning 
Commission has already 
approved the two zoning 
initiatives, most communi-
ty boards voted them down, 
as did the borough boards. 
The City Council vote will 
be the final step before they 
become law.

“On behalf of the 984 
families who make up Big 
Six Towers, Inc., we urge 
you to support vital reforms 
that will grow and protect 
affordable housing,” Kevin 
Doyle, the president of the 
board of directors at the 
Big Six Towers, wrote last 
month. “Our fellow ten-
ants are working people. 
They need and deserve af-
fordable housing, and the 
zoning reforms proposed 
by the mayor will signifi-
cantly boost the supply of 
affordable housing in our 
neighborhood.”

Doyle said the housing 
crisis has made more than 
half of New Yorkers “rent-
burdened” who must  spend 
over a third of their take-
home pay on shelter,

“Every dollar spent on 
rent is one dollar less we 
have to feed our families, 

to educate our kids and to 
save for the future,” Doyle 
wrote. “It’s forcing fami-
lies out of neighborhoods 
they’ve lived in their entire 
lives -- and the only solution 
is to build a lot more afford-
able housing for the people 
that need it.”

The two components are 
part of the mayor’s 10-year 
plan to create and preserve 
200,000 affordable housing 
units. Opponents of Manda-
tory Inclusionary Housing 
fear the changes will cause 
a construction boom that 
could wipe out the charac-
ter of their neighborhoods.

Zoning for Quality and 
Affordability came under 
fire for no longer requir-
ing parking spaces to be 
included for senior housing 
within a half-mile of sub-
way stations or in so-called 
transit zones because of 
their proximity to transit 
links. Director of City Plan-
ning Carl Weisbrod noted 
that each parking spot at a 
senior development costs 
$50,000 to build, money bet-
ter spend on housing.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) called the 
plan “too ambitious” and 
questioned the parking re-
forms.

“Although downtown 
Flushing is considered a 
transit zone, public trans-
portation there is not 
enough,” Koo said. “Buses 
are overcrowded and the 7 
train constantly has service 
disruptions. Seniors who 
have visited my office can-
not walk one block without 
assistance, let alone half a 
mile which is the distance 
of a transit zone.”

Others questioned ZQA’s 
allowance for smaller 
apartments for senior hous-
ing, similar to micro-units, 
that could be as small as 
275 square feet. City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), the chair-
man of the Zoning Subcom-
mittee, suggested that is 
too small.

“I just know from my 
own grandmother, she 
couldn’t fit her hats into 
an apartment that size,” he 
said.

The management at the Bix Six Towers in Woodside hope a letter 
of support can help the mayor's embattled housing plan. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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On Saturday, February 6, 2016, Mrs. 
Cathy Kenny, Science Research Coordi-
nator and Science Department Chair-
person, Holy Cross High School, had the 
privilege of watching one of her students, 
Nicholas Simone (junior), not only com-
pete in the 21st Annual Research Poster 
Session for High School Students spon-
sored by the Chemical Education Com-
mittee of the American Chemical Soci-
ety’s New York Section – but she watched 
Simone place first in the event.  Addition-
ally, Holy Cross H.S. was the only Catho-
lic school represented at the large-scale 
competition. 

At the competition, held at St. Joseph’s 
College in Brooklyn, Simone competed 
with 100 other students from New York 
and New Jersey who attend schools such 
as Stuyvesant H.S., Midwood H.S. and 
Union City H.S.  The annual poster session 
event allows high school students from 
the metropolitan area to showcase their 
science-based research, obtain acknowl-
edgements, and directly compete with one 
another.  Simone’s research topic, which 
he is still actively working on, is Fungi-
cide Maneb and Mancozeb Induce Senes-
cence (Pathways, pp. 15-16, p. 27, p. 53).  As 
a participant, he was required to create 
a poster board of his work and then per-
form a comprehensive oral presentation.  

Simone’s board was judged by two scien-
tists who work in the fields of chemistry 
and academia.  After listening to students’ 
presentations, the judges asked a series 
of questions regarding participants’ ex-
periments.  Judges spent approximately 25 
minutes absorbing and documenting vital 
information pertaining to each topic and 
later chose the winners.

During the spring semester of his 
freshman year, Simone applied to the 
Science Research in the High School 
Program, which is affiliated with the 
State University of New York (SUNY), 
Albany.   In September of his sopho-
more year, Nicholas began working with 
Dr. Demi Cheng, John Jay College.  Dr. 
Cheng made weekly visits to Holy Cross 
to teach Simone about their collaborative 
research.  During the summer between 
his sophomore and junior years, Simone 
went to John Jay College five-days-a-week 
to work on his research.  SUNY regula-

tions mandate that students enrolled in 
this program complete 90 hours of sum-
mer work in order to obtain University-
offered college credits.

Aside from basking in the glory of 
winning such a prestigious and rigorous 
competition, Simone humbly continues to 
work alongside Dr. Cheng.  His goals are to 
complete his research and – in the near fu-
ture – study within the medical field upon 
entering college.

On behalf of the Holy Cross H.S. com-
munity, we congratulate Nicholas Simone 
on his dedication to his research and wish 
him the very best in completing his study. 

Authored by: Dr. Teresa  
Augustyniak  
Director of Communications  
and Marketing
Holy Cross High School
Admissions: 718-886-7250 – Ext. 558
Website: www.HolyCrossHS.org    

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HOLY CROSS H.S. WINS THE 21ST ANNUAL RESEARCH 
POSTER SESSION FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Queens kids step up to meet Cosmos
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic joins forces with team to put on soccer clinics for borough’s youth

BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

Players from the New 
York Cosmos professional 
soccer club teamed up with 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
at PS 120 in Flushing last 
week to kick off a series of 
free soccer clinics. 

More than 30 students 
showed up Feb. 11 at the 
school’s gym, at 58-01 136th 
St., where they had the 
chance to participate in 
soccer activities while also 
learning the importance of 
physical education. 

“I am proud to team up 
with the New York Cosmos 
to bring free soccer clinics 
to PS 120 so that students 
can further their learning 
and development outside of 
the classroom,” Rozic said. 
“As budget cuts continue 
to strain programming in 
New York City school ar-
eas, such as the arts, for-

eign language and physical 
education, it is important 
that we invest in alterna-
tives that make these vital 
resources available to our 
local communities.” 

Representing School Dis-

trict 26, which covers the 
northeast side of Queens, 
Rozic mentioned that her 
district is owed $43 million 
in terms of services and 
resources from the state of 
New York, school program-

ming included. 
PS 120 was the site of 

controversy last year, when 
more than 100 students 
whose families could not 
pay a $10 admission fee 
were banned from a school 

carnival. In the wake of 
that incident, Rozic and PS 
120 Principal Robert Ma-
rino got together to bring a 
physical fitness program to 
the school at no cost. That’s 
when Rozic contacted the 
New York Cosmos to set up 
a partnership.

The Cosmos, current 
champions of the North 
American Soccer League, 
captured their second 
league title in three seasons 
and the seventh overall last 
November.

“They are a great  New 
York sports team and I’m a 
big soccer fan. I think hav-
ing the New York Cosmos, 
with everything they stand 
for, right here in Flushing 
with a diverse and active 
community seemed like a 
natural alignment,” Rozic 
said.

Cosmos midfielder Dan-
ny Szetela highlighted the 
importance of promoting 

physical education.
“I think the most impor-

tant things for these kids is 
to have fun. Once you stop 
having fun, then you lose 
your motivation,” Szetela 
said. He mentioned that he 
grew up in Jersey where he 
had gym almost every day 
and emphasized that sports 
is one of the best ways to 
stay healthy. 

“Sometimes during 
the school hours you don’t 
want to learn math and it 
gets frustrating listening 
to your teacher, but when 
you have that hour to go 
and play with your friends 
in gym class, you free your 
mind,” Szetela said.

The free soccer clinic 
session was run by the 
club’s training and develop-
ment head coaches, along 
with Szetela, midfielder 
Eric Calvillo and striker 
Luck Mkosana. 

 

Players from the New York Cosmos soccer team at PS 120 in Flushing taught a series of free soccer 
clinics for more than 30 eager students.  Photo by Graciano Clause
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BY BILL PARRY

The city is planning a re-
construction for the street 
in front of LaGuardia Com-
munity College, where a high 
school student was struck 
and killed and four others 
were injured when a minivan 
went out of control in March 
2013. 

Tenzin Drudak, a 16-year-
old from Tibet, who lived in 
Woodside, was on his way to 
the Applied Communications 
High School when the fatal 
crash occurred.

Now the city Department 
of Transportation has drawn 
up a proposal for Thomson 
Avenue between Skillman 
Avenue and Van Damn Av-
enue, which will narrow the 
northern sidewalk in order 
to widen the south sidewalk 
where more than 2,000 pe-
destrians walk during peak 
hours. LaGuardia Communi-
ty College, Bard High School, 
the LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center and large city 
offices are all located along 
the four-block stretch of 
Thomson Avenue.

The proposal, which is 
part of Mayor de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero initiative, would 
also add four feet to the road-
way with four of the six lanes 
widened by one foot each 
to accommodate the high 
volume of traffic. A DOT 
spokesman said feedback 
from elected officials on this 
project has been positive. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
who organized several ral-

lies demanding better safety 
measures following Drudak’s 
death, argued at the time that 
the DOT was more concerned 
about getting cars across the 
Queensborough Bridge and 
into Manhattan as quickly as 
possible. 

“Students should not have 
to risk their lives going to 
school,” he said.

The DOT did implement 
some measures in the area 
following Drudak’s death, 
including the elimination 
of a series of turns. In ad-
dition, the DOT created a 
550-square-foot pedestrian 
space that blocked the right 
turn from Thomson Avenue 
onto Skillman Avenue. 

But LaGuardia Commu-
nity College pushed for more 
safety improvements. 

“This is a great beginning 
that can make Thomson Av-
enue safer for our more than 
50,000 students as well as for 
our faculty and staff,” La-
Guardia Community College 
President Gail Mellow said. 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After the Phagwah 
Parade was canceled 
last year for the first 
time in 27 years due 
to disputes within the 
Hindu Parades & Festi-
vals Committee, another 
nonprofit organization 
announced at a press 
conference in Richmond 
Hill that the event will 
be in full swing, rain or 
shine, this March.

The parade is sched-
uled to be held March 26 
at 12 p.m., beginning at 
133rd Street and Liberty 
Avenue, and ending at 
Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto 
Park at 125th Street and 
Atlantic Avenue, where 
hundreds will throw col-
orful powder to celebrate 
the rites of spring. The 
formation for the parade 
will begin at 10 a.m. 

The Federation of Hin-
du Mandirs Inc. received 
the permit from the city to 
hold the parade.

Last year, the Hindu 
Parades & Festivals Com-
mittee had its parade per-
mit canceled by the NYPD 
after internal disputes 
within the group could 
not be settled through 
community and/or court 
mediation.  The Hindu Pa-
rades faction had made ac-
cusations against the Fed-
eration of Hindu Mandirs 
and the NYPD. 

The Hindu Parades 
and the Federation both 

applied for permits on the 
same day last year, but 
the HPFC had its permit 
pulled despite having ap-
plied for it first, according 
to HFPC members. HPFC 
spokesman Roy Singh said 
in an interview that the 
NYPD  canceled Hindu Pa-
rades’ permit so that the 
Federation could have it.   

HFPC’s civil suit 
against the NYPD and the 
Federation kept any orga-
nization from holding the 
parade, the first time it 
had not taken place since 
1988. It was a heavy blow 
to the Hindu community 

in and outside Richmond 
Hill, who look forward ev-
ery year to marking one of 
the major holidays in the 
Hindu and Sikh religions. 

“The parade will be 
the parade. People in 
Richmond Hill want the 
parade, even people in the 
Bronx want the parade,” 
Naidoo Veerapen, gen-
eral secretary of the Fed-
eration of Hindu Mandirs 
Inc., said at this week’s 
press conference. 

Veerapen said the Fed-
eration of Hindu Mandirs 
Inc., which has operated 
in the community for 30 

years, expects thousands 
of people to attend, includ-
ing members of various 
temples in the city.  Re-
ligious dances, colorful 
floats and famous singers 
from the West Indian and 
Caribbean communities 
in Queens and around the 
world are part of the cel-
ebration.. 

Veerapen said he did 
not want to address last 
year’s conflict that led to 
the cancellation of the pa-
rade and wanted to move 
forward.

The HFPC filed a 
civil lawsuit last year in 
Queens Supreme Court 
against the NYPD and 
the Federation of Hindu 
Mandirs Inc., for cancel-
ing the Hindu Parades’ 
permit.   

“We have secured a 
permit with the NYPD 
and that gives us the au-
thority to organize the 
parade,” Veerapen told the 
press conference.  

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Veerapen said  aQue-
ens Supreme Court judge 
had issued a restraining 
barring both factions from 
advertising any Phagwah 
parade related-events. 

Neither side had  a re-
sponse to the restraining 
order by press time. 

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

The Department of Transportation 
wants to redesign Thomson 
Avenue years after the tragic 
death of a Woodside teen near 
LaGuardia Community College. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Last year's cancellation of the colorful Phagwah Parade for the 
first time since 1988 was a heavy blow to the Hindu community. 

LaGuardia CC street
to get safety measures

Phagwah Parade is back
Federation of Hindu Mandirs has obtained the necessary permit
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TRYOUT DATES AND TIMES:

FEBRUARY  28TH   9:30 am 12 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   10:45 am 13 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   12 noon   9 Years old*

MARCH 6TH   9:30 am 15 Years old*

MARCH 6TH 10:45 am          16/17 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 9:30 am   11 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 10:45 am   14 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 12 noon       15/16/17 Years old*

*YOUR CHILD’S AGE IS BASED ON HOW OLD THEY WILL BE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31, 2016 

Tryout Fee is $20.00  All people who tryout will need to bring proof of age

Spring Basketball League available for those who do not want to  

play Tournament Basketball, but want to play locally.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com  347-252-1154

Marksmen Team Sports is offering another unique opportunity for both boys 

and girls who want to continue to improve their skill sets.

Come train with The Marksmen Coaching Staff.

DAC

Tryouts Start February 28th at: 
PS 209  16-10 Utopia Parkway 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Tryouts for Marksmen 
AAU Spring Summer  

Tournament Basketball

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
Basketball & Fitness Training

 TEN 80 MINUTE SESSIONS — $300
 Individual Fitness Training also available 

   by appointment
 Each session is a skills and drills workout followed    

   by Basketball game situation in order to improve a 

   child’s skill sets and knowledge of the game

 All Training done indoors

 Experienced Trainers

 Discount registration to Join DAC Basketball 

   Spring and Summer Leagues

Space is limited to 16 kids per session 

Ages 8-11 and 12-15

Little Ballers clinics for 

Ages 4-7 years old also available 

$250 (10 Sessions)

Training Starts Week of April 8th 

LOCATIONS: 
PS 188  218-12 Hartland Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11364

PS 169  18-25 212 Street 

Bayside, NY 11361

BASKETBALL

@DAC_Marksmen@@@@@DACDACDACDAC_MarksmenMarksmen_MaMarksmenksmenrk men

For more info email marksmeninfo@aol.com 347-252-1154 Register online at www.dacsports.com 

                                  DAC ATHLETIC CLUB
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mayor’s office and went on 
as originally planned.

The community board 
voted to approve applica-
tions for five other street 
festivals:

• Glendale Kiwanis Club 
Festival on Metropolitan 
Avenue between 73rd Place 
and 79th Street in Middle 
Village, for Sunday, April 
24.

• Glendale Kiwanis 
Club’s Myrtle Avenue Festi-
val of Ridgewood on Myrtle 
Avenue between Fresh 
Pond Road and Forest Av-
enue on Sunday, July 24.

• Maspeth Chamber of 
Commerce Lions Kiwanis’ 
Grand Avenue Festival on 
Grand Avenue between 
65th Street and 72nd Street 
on Sunday, June 12.

• Ridgewood Myrtle Av-
enue Festival on Myrtle Av-
enue between Wyckoff Av-
enue and Fresh Pond Road 
on Sunday, April 17.

• Myrtle Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict’s Myrtle Avenue Fes-
tival on Myrtle Avenue 
between Wyckoff Avenue 
and Fresh Pond Road on 
Sunday, Sept. 18.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

in the country. 
The group has named 

Three-Star General Rich-
ard P. Mills named grand 
marshal of the 89th an-
nual Memorial Day Parade. 
Mills, who is from Long Is-
land, led the First Marine 
Division, one of the most 
storied units in American 
history, and has served in 
Afghanistan. 

Also being honored are 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz as Woman 
of the Year, FDNY Deputy 
Commissioner Robert 
Sweeny as Man of the Year 
and Little Neck business-
man and patriot Mohsen 
Zandieh with the Commu-
nity Service Award.

The festival will start at 
around 2 p.m. on Memorial 
Day.

The approximately two-
hour parade down North-
ern Boulevard from Great 
Neck to Douglaston not 
only incorporates national 
participants and a large 
military presence, but 
manages to include all the 
local community, cultural 
and youth organizations 
that want to march. 

More than 150 groups, 
including active military, 
U.S. and Korean veterans, 
horseback and motorcycle 
riders, antique and mili-
tary vehicles, service or-
ganizations, emergency 
services, schools, churches 
and other organizations, 
march. Groups from all 
over the United States regu-
larly attend.

This year’s parade will 
also mark the 100th an-
niversary of the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps, 
the high school and college-
based program that in-
spires and commissions 30 
percent of the officers who 
serve in the Armed Forces.

A bevy of city and state 
lawmakers are expected to 
make an appearance.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Mayor Bill di Blasio, city 
Public Advocate Letitia 
James, City Council Speak-
er Melissa Mark Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) and U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-
N.Y.), are all expected. 

A beloved tradition in 
northern Queens and Long 
Island, the parade has faced 
funding struggles in past 
years. 

In 2014 The Little Neck 
and Douglaston commu-
nities came together each 

week after the middle of 
March and took on the chal-
lenge of starting the parade 
committees completely 
from scratch, relying heav-
ily on the helping hands 
of the Manhattan-based 
United War Veterans Coun-
cil, which agreed to lend its 
expertise to the people of 
northeast Queens for this 
year’s event.

With the help of a pair of 
successful fund-raisers, the 
parade committee, head-
ed by elected Chairmen 
Douglas Montgomery and 
Charlie McBride, was able 
to raise the nearly $30,000 
needed to put on the show 
in just a few short months.

This year’s event will 
include a full day of cer-
emonies that honor Ameri-
can soldiers, past and pres-
ent. Refreshments will be 
offered after the parade’s 
closing ceremony.

The LND Parade, orga-
nized and conducted en-
tirely by local volunteers, 
is well over one mile – lon-
ger than similar parades 
in Chicago or Washington, 
DC. 

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Festival

Continued from Page 1 

Parade
To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

The Fresh Pond Road Italian Festival, which had its application vot-
ed against by Community Board 5, began in the early 1990s.
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

Holocaust survivor’s story transfi xes Cardozo
BY GABRIEL ROM

Elly Berkovits Gross, 
a Holocaust survivor, of-
fers no easy explanations 
for the things that she has 
been through.

Gross, who survived 
the atrocities of the Nazi 
regime through fortitude, 
courage and sheer luck, 
spoke last week at Bayside’s 
Cardozo High School and 
told hundreds of students 
her harrowing story. 

Gross was born in Sim-
leu Silvaniei, Romania in 
1929. Five years later, her 
family, along with thou-
sands of other Jews, was 
transported via cattle cars 
to the Auschwitz concen-
tration camp in southern 
Poland. The sprawling 
complex, which includes 
Auschwitz I and Auschwitz 
II-Birkenau, was the site 
of the killing of more than 
1.1 million people (some es-
timates say as many as 1.5 
million), about 900,000 of 

them Jews.
Illness and fear were 

facts of life in the camps.

Gross told the story of 
being very sick and being 
denied care, until a Ger-

man S.S. officer decided to 
give her medical attention, 
likely saving her life. It cre-
ated an ethical dilemma 
for Gross—and the audi-
ence: how to remember this 
man?

“As long as I am alive I 
will never understand it,” 
she said. “He was a killer. 
He was killing others even 
as he helped me.”

It was one of many com-
plex and troubling moral 
dilemmas Gross posed to 
students.

Gross described how 
she was separated from her 
mother and brother, whom 
she never saw again. 

“You will see your moth-
er on Sunday at a family 
reunion,” a S.S. guard had 
told her. “I always waited 
for that Sunday,” Gross 
said. “It never came.”

“I could never be sure if 
it was a dream,” she added. 
“I would wake up—and my 
mom would come and wake 
me up and tell me it was all 

a dream, tell me it was time 
to go to school.”

She attempted to take 
the audience back to her 
experience in Block 18 at 
Auschwitz.

“The dead, the sick, the 
elderly, I saw gigantic chim-
neys, and I remember far 
away I heard what sounded 
like classical music, like a 
symphony,” she said.

After surviving 
Auschwitz, Gross was then 
transferred to Fallersleben, 
a part of the Neuengamme 
concentration camp in Ger-
many, where she performed 
slave labor for Volkswagen. 
She mentioned that she 
would see planes—“small 
as my fingers”—above the 
camps that were Allied 
bombers, but they never at-
tacked the train lines which 
moved so many millions to 
their deaths. 

Gross was liberated by 
the Allied forces in 1945. 
Elly returned to her home 
town, where she soon mar-

ried family friend Ernest 
Gross. Gross immigrated 
to the United States with 
her family in March 1966 
and learned English at the 
age of 37 and graduated 
from LaGuardia Commu-
nity College with an associ-
ate degree in Fine Arts at 
the age of 64.

She has two children 
and five grandchildren, 
who also live in the United 
States. 

As Gross finished her 
lecture, she politely re-
quested that the students 
not applaud for her. 

“Don’t applaud. This is 
a tragic part of my life and 
many of us are long gone.”

Some of the teens looked 
puzzled.

“When you go to a cem-
etery, do you applaud?” she 
asked.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Elly Gross, a Holocaust survivor, told students at Cardozo High 
School her harrowing story of survival. Photo by Gabriel Rom



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
21

, 2
01

6
10

first set out to provide a 
comprehensive snapshot 
of the Myrtle Avenue busi-
ness district. Over time 
the scope of the project has 
broadened to include inter-
view subjects from across 
the neighborhood.

“This is primarily a 
project based on oral his-
tory,” said Emily Waelder, 
service learning coordina-
tor at the Greater Ridge-
wood Youth Council, who 
leads a group of more than 
15 high school students.

Waelder’s team is in 
charge of a collaborative, 
interlocking process: inter-
views with local residents 
are recorded, transcribed, 
edited and catalogued.

In the office there was 
the quiet hum of computers 
and kids at work. Strewn 
across Waelder’s desk were 
a stack of Polaroid pictures 
from the Greater Ridge-
wood Youth Council ar-
chive—intimate snapshots 
of life in the neighborhood. 

“We are the ones who 

start off the whole pro-
cess,” said Samantha Ortiz, 
15, from Forest Hills, who 
works as a documentarian.

Ortiz recited the life sto-
ry of Arlene Hoffman, a re-
tired dancer and business 
owner from Ridgewood, al-
most from memory. 

“When I heard her, I 
learned something about 
my community: the knowl-
edge of what my neighbor-
hood once was and how it 
has changed,” Ortiz said.

The project is divided 
into multiple groups, all of 
which approach the neigh-
borhood uniquely. A visual 
art group, led by Magin 
Schantz, an arts director, 
responds creatively to the 
personal histories collected 
by Waelder’s group. 

All of the visual mate-
rial will ultimately be com-
bined with the interviews 
to form a book. And as the 
project nears its culmina-
tion, the groups will come 
closer and closer together, 
ultimately converging into 
a final multi-media pre-
sentation. A third group 
responds to neighborhood 
narratives with writing, 
poetry and hip-hop in-

spired lyrics.
“We’re bringing a cre-

ative twist to the data that 
Emily’s kids provide,” 
Schantz said. “We use art 
as a way for the kids to 
get to know themselves. 
For us it’s a bit less about 
the history, but rather the 
present.” The program’s 
participants were keenly 
aware that their work goes 
beyond the classroom, and 
that it’s not a strictly aca-
demic exercise, but a form 
of civic service.

“My job is to put all the 
information into the sys-
tem. It can be stressful, but 
it’s fun,” said Jessica Civita, 
15, from Ridgewood. “I just 
want to make sure to enter 
the right information—
these are real people.”

For Waelder, a former 
teacher, the project also 
helps empower the stu-
dents.

“We want people to real-
ize that these local teenag-
ers are thoughtful, focused 
and insightful,” Waelder 
said. “And that’s not always 
what people assume.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@

Continued from Page 1 

Memories
dismissed last month due 
to the wrong entity named 
on the petition, according 
to court records.

“If we had a collective 
response, then we would 
have a better outcome,” 
said Anthony Rivers, 
spokesman for the People 
of the Neighborhood. “We 
cannot allow our com-
munity to be overran by 
elected officials. At some 
point we have to come to-
gether as one to stand up 
and fight. We cannot allow 
this to happen.”

Hollis residents and 
community members were 
at odds with each other 
about the next steps to 
take against the city. Some 
residents walked out of the 
meeting, saying the group 
should have hired an at-
torney to fight the city.  

“Despite the outcome, I 
am happy we took a stand 
as a neighborhood to put 
the city on notice that we 
are not gonna take it any-
more,” Rivers said. 

Rev. Charles Norris 
and  Rev. James Barnwell 
both attended the town 
hall meeting and defend-
ed elected officials, who 
many residents blamed for 
not doing enough for their 
constituents by saving the 
Hollis buildings from sup-
portive housing for home-
less people. 

“Let me say this - this 
group has done a fine job. 
This situation is like when 
there is a house on fire 
and the firefighters are 
putting the fire out, but 
people around are asking 
who started the fire? What 
should the firemen do? Put 
the fire out or find out who 
started the fire?” Norris 
asked. 

Other residents said 
the veterans should be 
welcomed into the neigh-
borhood. 

“My father was a vet-
eran.  These men fought 
for our country and it is 
disappointing  because 
they are in a difficult situ-
ation,” said Ezulda An-
trum, a Hollis resident.

Joanne Whitehead, one 
of the petitioners who filed 
the restraining order, said, 

“We have no [problems] 
with the veterans and they 
know that. We suspended 
our protests on purpose 
because we did not want 
 to stigmatize them in any 
way. We did not want them 
to feel unwelcomed.”

Rivers pointed out the 
buildings  would be hous-
ing veterans, some with 
specials needs, but the 
city did not have any medi-
cal and/or social services 
available on site, “If they 
don’t have them now, then 
when will they have them? 
We have to now make sure 
those veterans get those 
services.”

Residents weary over 
the outcome of the cam-
paign against the Hollis 
buildings said the only 
conclusion they could 
come to would be oppose  
elected officials during an 
election cycle. 

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Hollis
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Just a sample of
what we offer...

69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com
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