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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of Build-
ings has launched an investiga-
tion after the Broadway Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Association 

expressed concerns about a real 
estate company listing that ad-
vertised a single-family home in 
Flushing as a single-room occu-
pancy available to rent.   

The listing for the home at 33-

07 153rd St., posted by Success 
Team Realty LLC in Elmhurst, 
said the property is is a detached 
one-family home with 20 rooms, 
15 of which are bedrooms, and 
three full bathrooms.

One bedroom, which has a 
rental price of $700 per month, is 
occupied by the owner, and the 
other 14 bedrooms have a rental 
income of $7,295 per month,  ac-
cording to the listing. 

It also states that the front 
yard can be converted into two 
parking spots. 

The listing was taken down 
by Monday night. The real estate 
agents for the listing, Ming Gao 
and Yan Dan Shi, along with the 
company, could not be reached 
at the company’s phone number, 
which is not working.

Bob Hanophy, president of the 
Broadway Flushing Homeowners 
Association, plans to ask elected 
officials to come up with legisla-
tion that would punish a real es-
tate agent who offers a residential 
home for sale or rent  outside of 
zoning requirements or any other 
restrictions.

A possible punishment could 
be to revoke or suspend the agent’s 
license, Hanophy said.

“The same issue is there: 
What’s stopping them from listing 
their next property on another 
website doing the same improper 
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Billy Bean, one the first Major League ballplayers to come out as gay, announces the first Pride Night for gay and 
lesbian fans in New York at Citi Field this summer. Bean, who works for the Commissioner of Baseball, is surrounded 
by U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (l-r), LGBT Network CEO David Kilmnick and state Sen. Jose Peralta.   Photo by Michael Shain 

METS SCORE WITH LGBT NIGHT

BY MADINA TOURE

Community and civic leaders, 
along with elected officials were 
concerned by the news that the 
decaying RKO Keith’s Theater 
site—known as the “gateway to 
Flushing”—is up for sale again af-
ter Community Board 7 approved 
the latest plan in March.

The current developer, Jerry 
Karlik, the head of JK Equities 
and a former Flushing resident 
who attended the theater as a 
teenager, recently announced 
that the site at 135-35 Northern 
Blvd. is now back on the market. 

Karlik could not be reached 
for comment. 

It was unclear why the prop-
erty at the foot of Main Street is 
up for sale again. 

The developer changed the 
original proposal approved by 
the city Board of Standards and 
Appeals to decrease the number 
of dwelling units from 357 to 269 
and the number of residential 
parking spaces from 385 to 323, al-
lowing a roughly one-to-one ratio 
between rental units and parking 

BY BILL PARRY

Shore Boulevard in Astoria Park will become 
a one-lane roadway with a protected bike lane be-
fore the end of summer after Community Board 1 
voted overwhelmingly to approve the city Depart-
ment of Transportation traffic safety plan last 

DOT plan approved
for Shore Boulevard

BY BILL PARRY

The iconic Pepsi Cola 
sign that sits on Long Is-
land City’ waterfront is a 
step closer to landmark 
designation along with two 
other Queens locations: the 
Bowne Street Community 

Church in Flushing and the 
Ahles House in Bayside. 

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
voted to prioritize the three 
items during a marathon 
hearing Tuesday in which 
they tried to clear a “back-
log” of properties that have 

spent decades in limbo at 
the agency.

The 80-year-old neon 
sign, which stands 60-feet-
tall and 120-feet-long, sits in 
front of 46-10 Center Blvd. at 
the northern end of Gantry 
Plaza State Park. 

It had been under consid-

The Landmark Preservation Commission 
voted to prioritize the Pepsi Cola sign 
in Long Island City for designation as a 
landmark. Photo by Bill Parry

RKO Keith’s 
back on the 

market again

Flushing home advertised as SRO
City probes agents who marketed single-family house with 15 bedrooms

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Pepsi sign to be landmarked
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY BILL PARRY

Flushing resident Susan Carroll saw 
signs beginning last year that the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey would 
try and drop the perimeter rule at LaGuar-
dia Airport. 

State Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) was so alarmed by the 
notion that he fired off a letter to Gov. An-
drew Cuomo in August warning that any 
change would have a “detrimental impact” 
on communities that are already suffering 
from increased air traffic over the last few 
years.

So when the Port Authority admitted 
last week that it was considering lifting the 
regulation that was formalized in 1984  to 
limit the size of planes using the airfield, 
they were not caught off guard.

“Nothing really surprises me at La-
Guardia anymore,” said Carroll, a repre-
sentative on the New York Community 
Aviation Roundtable. “We are worried that 
the mechanisms that are in place to make 
life more liveable around here are falling 
by the wayside.”

Carroll, who also sits on the Commu-
nity Board 7 Aviation Committee, said the 
industry has become such an economic en-
gine for the borough that Queens is on the 
verge of having two international airports 
within 10 miles of each other.

Braunstein’s letter to the governor, 
which was co-signed by state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst), Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), Assem-
blyman Ron Kim (D-Flushing), Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and others, explained what communities 
around the airport would face if the perim-
eter rule was shelved.

“Allowing for flights longer than 1,500 
miles will result in heavier planes depart-
ing from LaGuardia Airport because of 
the extra fuel reserves needed for those 
flights,” Braunstein wrote. “Our research 
indicates that heavier planes take longer 
to reach higher altitudes, and therefore 
are closer to the ground for a longer time 
during departure. This may result in an 
increase in airplane noise for the neighbor-
hoods under those flight paths.”

Port Authority Executive Director Pat-
rick Foye made the startling admission 
following the Feb. 18 Board of Commission-
ers decision to delay a vote on the massive 
reconstruction of LaGuardia Airport until 
next month. The cost of the redesign has 
grown from $4 billion to $4.2 billion, ac-
cording to the board resolutions.

“There are a myriad issues involved, 
and the board should be entitled to more 
time to review the resolutions,” Port Au-
thority Chairman John Degnan said.

Bypassing the perimeter rule would 
help cover the ballooning costs of the recon-

struction by increasing customer traffic 
on more expensive flights. Longer flights 
translate to larger and noisier planes.

“It’s a possibility. A study’s being done,” 
Port Authority Executive Director Patrick 
Foye said. “One thing we’ve assured the 
public is that we will do a public comment 
period which will be extensive. Members 
of the public (and) industry players will be 
able to comment.”

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing), who also co-signed the Braunstein let-
ter, said, “I’d file that under the ridiculous 
ideas claim. You’re going to have a lot of 
people troubled, including me.”

Stavisky explained that the board for 
the Port Authority is “controlled” by the 
state Senate. She serves on both the Sen-
ate’s Transportation Committee and the 
Finance Committee.

“And we always ask a lot of questions,” 
she said. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), the author of The Quiet Skies Act 
legislation that aims to improve the quality 
of life for communities heavily affected by 
aircraft noise pollution, is watching what 
develops.

“We cannot ignore the potential impact 
that ending the perimeter rule can have on 
the already burdened communities that 
surround LaGuardia,” Crowley said. “As 
the Port Authority continues to study the 
issue, I urge them to consider, first and 
foremost, the effects that lifting the rule 
could have on the health of residents that 
for too long have had to put up with exces-
sive noise and air pollution.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

LaGuardia rule change 
hits patch of turbulence

The Port Authority is studying ways to bring larg-
er and louder planes to LaGuardia Airport despite 
community objections.
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Landlord under fi re in Ridgewood
Tenants allege that Silvershore Properties is using predatory tactics to force them out
BY GABRIEL ROM

 
On a rainy Tuesday 

morning, Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D-Brook-
lyn), and U.S. Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D-Ridgewood) 
joined angry residents of 
17-08 Summerfield St. in 
Ridgewood to call on Silver-
shore Properties to make 
immediate repairs to the 
rent-controlled building so 
that tenants could remain 
in their homes.

Chanting and cheer-
ing, the group of tenants, 
activists and civic leaders 
decried what they said was 
unconscionable disregard 
for tenant living condi-
tions.

According to city De-
partment of Buildings 
documents, the property 
has accrued 127 violations 
throughout 39 rent-stabi-
lized units, an average of 
three violations per unit. 

Reynoso said the prop-
erty owner is purposely 
allowing the apartments 

in the building to fall into 
a state of such disrepair 
that tenants lose their Sec-
tion 8 protection. Section 8, 
also known as the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, 
provides federal funding 
for subsidies for eligible 
low-income families to pay 
for rent.  It’s a strategy Rey-

noso  said he has never seen 
before.

Tenants who receive fed-
eral subsidies to help pay 
their rent approached Rey-
noso directly. The group 
of tenants alleged that be-
cause the building recently 
failed inspection, they had 
lost their rent subsidies, 

leaving them with the dif-
ficult decision to either 
stay in the building at rents 
they cannot afford--or pack 
up and find new housing in 
an increasingly expensive 
city. 

“Usually what property 
owners do is start construc-
tion inside their apartment 

and the tenants just can’t 
live in those conditions,” 
Reynoso said. “But we’ve 
never seen this before. 
There is a complete disre-
gard for the tenants.”

Reynoso offered the 
Alternative Enforcement 
Program as a possible 
solution. Under that pro-
gram, city services make 
repairs in the building and 
then charge the landlord 
for those repairs. In those 
cases, the landlord cannot 
file for any future building 
permits without paying for 
the repairs. 

Gloria Nieves, a tenant, 
said she has a crack in her 
kitchen ceiling and water 
leakage in another room.

But her problems pale in 
comparison to those of oth-
er apartments, where she 
said ceilings are caving in.

Out of the building’s 
127 violations, 27 are Class 
A, which means the city 
requires repairs to be com-
pleted within 48 hours.

“We have requested cer-
tain tenants to permit us 

access to their apartments 
to make repairs and they 
have repeatedly denied us 
access,” a spokesperson for 
Silvershore said. “We have 
requested certain tenants 
to permit us access to their 
apartments to make repairs 
and they have repeatedly 
denied us access. Silver-
shore is making and will 
continue to make every ef-
fort to correct all violations 
and make necessary re-
pairs at the property,” they 
added.

“The gentrification situ-
ation—” Reynoso stopped 
himself. “No, not even the 
gentrification of Ridge-
wood, but the speculation 
in Ridgewood is second-to-
none. It’s happening like it 
happened in Williamsburg 
and Bushwick. The devel-
opers are almost identical. 
They just keep moving to 
the east. Queens is the next 
stop.”

The building was pur-
chased by Silvershore  for 
$10.6 million in November 
2015.

Queens mourns Assemblywoman Barbara Clark, 76
BY MADINA TOURE

 
Elected officials and leaders 

described state Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark (D-Queens Vil-
lage), who died this week, as a 
fierce advocate for her commu-
nity, passionate about education 
and unwavering in her positions. 

Clark, who had been serving 
the 33rd Assembly District since 
1986, died at the age of 76 Mon-
day night, a representative from 
her district office said. The cause 
of death was not immediately 
known. 

Her district includes Cambria 
Heights, St. Albans, Queens Vil-
lage, Hollis and Bellerose. 

She played a key role in con-
verting Andrew Jackson High 
School into four small magnet 
high schools and served as a pri-
mary sponsor of the 1996 New 
York City Governance Law, which 
mandated parental involvement 
in school policy decision-making.

Clark also supported the 
plaintiff in the Campaign for Fis-
cal Equity vs. State of New York 
lawsuit, which resulted in a $5.5 
billion increase in funding for 
city public schools and authored 
a bill to establish the age of 6 as 

the statutory age for full-time at-
tendance in school.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) said Clark had been sup-
porting and mentoring him  since 
his days working as chief of staff 
for former City Councilman Ar-
chie Spigner. She was the first 
elected official to endorse his Sen-
ate campaign run. 

She stayed behind at political 
and civic meetings to ensure ev-
eryone had a chance to talk to her 
and made sure the female point of 
view was treated respectfully, he 
said. 

“Barbara’s primary legacy is 
that she was a one-on-one type of 
person,” Comrie said. “She want-
ed to engage her constituents per-
sonally.”

A coal miner’s daughter, Clark 
was born and raised in Beckley, 
W.Va. 

She served as deputy major-
ity whip and chairwoman for the 
Education Committee of the New 

York State Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic and Asian Legislative 
Caucus. 

Clark was also known for 
bringing about improvements 
to the Queens Village and Hollis 
LIRR stations. 

State Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) said Clark 
was a champion for education 
reform, also remarking that she 
embraced charter schools, in the 
sense that she was not afraid of 
the concept. 

“Our old glorious sister has 
transitioned,” Sanders said. “Bar-
bara was a fierce fighter for her 
district and for education, never 
afraid of being the only one to 
take a position.” 

Queens Village resident Mil-
licent Peterkin, a rank-and-file 
member of the 1199 SEIU United 
Healthcare Workers East Union, 
said she was shocked by Clark’s 
death. 

She recalls Clark and other 

members coming to her office be-
fore heading to Albany to lobby 
for senior citizens and workers. 

“I can’t believe Barbara Clark 
is gone,” Peterkin said. “Oh my 
god. Just a beautiful person. She 
advocates for everyone, children 
and the elderly.” 

Leroy Gadsden, president of 
the NAACP’s Jamaica branch, 
said Clark advocated for many 
different issues and causes in the 
best interest of his community. 

“Her service represented a 
true care and love for her commu-
nity,” Gadsden said. 

Visitation and funeral services 
will be held Monday at the Great-
er Allen AME Cathedral of New 
York at 110-31 Merrick Blvd. in 
Jamaica. Visitation will be from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and the funeral 
service will start at 11 a.m. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN BARBARA CLARK

Tenants in front of 17-08 Summerfield St in Ridgewood, protesting what they say are predatory tac-
tics being used by Silvershore Properties to evict them. Emily Waelder
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Sen. Toby Stavisky talks government 
Lawmaker says Democratic Conference has grown stronger despite woes in Albany
BY MADINA TOURE

Although state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) thinks Albany is still 
dysfunctional, she said 
the state Democratic Con-
ference has become very 
united. 

In an interview at the 
TimesLedger office this 
week, Stavisky said new 
state Senate Majority Lead-
er John Flanagan (R-Suf-
folk) is trying to do a good 
job but that from the point 
of view of a Senate Demo-
crat, she believes more can 
be done.

She noted that Flana-
gan has “pretty much 
dismissed” a minimum 
wage increase, pay equity, 
paid family leave and the 
10-point Women’s Equality 
Agenda.

She also said the loophole 
that permits limited liabili-

ty corporations—LLCs—to 
give unlimited amounts of 
money should be closed and 
that legislators should give 
up their outside jobs.  As an 
example, she cited former 

state Senate Majority Dean 
Skelos. a Nassau Republi-
can, who along with his son 
was found guilty on federal 
corruption charges in De-
cember. 

“The testimony I heard 
about and read about in 
the Skelos indictment was 
terrible,” she said. “When 
a legislator is arrested, it’s 
a reflection on everybody. 
We all look bad, and that’s 
unfair because most of us 
take our job seriously.” 

But she remarked that 
two former Democratic 
state senators, Pedro Es-
pada Jr. of the Bronx, and 
Malcolm Smith of Queens, 
are no longer in the Demo-
cratic Conference, praising 
their replacements. Gusta-
vo Rivera is now occupying 
Espada’s old seat, while Le-
roy Comrie (D-Hollis) is oc-
cupying Smith’s seat.

Stavisky, who is the con-
ference’s assistant leader 
for conference operations, 
also credited conference 
leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (D-Yonkers) and 
her deputy, state Sen. Mike 

Gianaris (D-Astoria), for 
what she described as their 
non-confrontational and 
inclusive attitude.

“The interesting part 
is that the Democratic 
Conference has totally 
changed,” she said. “That 
is something that people 
have not seen. We are very 
united and the bad people 
in our conference are gone 
and I think that bodes well 
for the elections in Novem-
ber.” 

She also noted that the 
conference has done its best 
to work with the Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence, a group of break-away 
Democrats in the state Sen-
ate. 

“We’ve tried to be inclu-
sive and we haven’t said 
anything that will jeopar-
dize any future relation-
ship,” she said. “I think 
we agree on many issues. 

We’ll see what happens in 
November, it’s up to the vot-
ers. But we try to be inclu-
sive.”

The senator also spoke 
about the future of Flush-
ing, saying that the infra-
structure is not keeping 
up with the neighborhood’s 
growth and recalling her 
suggestion that a sub-
way entrance should be 
placed at Prince Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue to re-
lieve overcrowding on the 
7 train.

She expressed concerns 
about the Q44 Select Bus 
Service route. 

“I think they’re going to 
have to take another look at 
this because it’s forcing all 
the traffic into one lane,” 
she said. “There’ve been a 
lot of fatalities, a lot of peo-
ple have been hit by buses, 
casino buses in particular, 
hit by cars.” 

TOBY STAVISKY 
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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In what police described as 

a harrowing ordeal, a 39-year-
old man and a 32-year-old 
woman were shot early Satur-
day morning inside the Rico 
Chimi hamburger restaurant 
located at 80-01 Atlantic Ave. 
in Woodhaven. 

As the two victims were 
waiting for their food at 
around 12:30 a.m., an un-
known suspect wearing a red 
bandana covering his face 
walked into the restaurant 
and took out a gun, police 
said.

The male victim then 
tried to take cover behind the 
female victim, using her as 
a human shield. The suspect 
fired five or six times, strik-
ing the woman three times 
and the man twice, the NYPD 
said.

Both victims, who police 
said did not know each other, 
were listed in stable condi-
tion at Jamaica Hospital. 

Police do not currently 
have a description of the 
suspect.

Lt. Estrella of the 102nd 
Precinct said police were 
looking for an individual 
who came from Brooklyn 
and that the shooting was 
likely related to gang activ-
ity or a personal dispute.

“This was premeditat-
ed,” he said at last week’s 
Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association meeting. “The 
suspect went after a specific 
person.”

Estrella stressed that the 
risk to residents is minimal.

“This is not something 

for everyone to worry about.” 
Estrella said the precinct 

has had success in combating 
gang activity within Wood-
haven. There are two active 
gangs in the area known to 
police, he said, and both of 
them have large numbers of 
members who have recently 
been incarcerated.

“All my units day and 
night know who the guys are 
that are a part of this prob-
lem,” he said

As for other petty crime 
problems, including graf-
fiti and harassment around 
Jamaica Avenue and the 
overpass at Atlantic Avenue, 
Estrella said that the cause is 
mostly young kids. 

“The only way we can pre-
vent that is from the home.  
The parents have to be more 
in their children’s lives. It’s 
the only way to get them off 
the street, because they get 
influenced by the wrong kids 
on the street.”

BY BILL PARRY
 
The shelter for home-

less women in Dutch 
Kills, which opened in 
October,  has been the 
scene of some violent ep-
isodes in recent weeks. 
Several residents and po-
lice officers were injured 
at Pam’s Settlement, at 
the former Verve Hotel, 
at 40-03 29th St., police 
said.

“We have seen a few 
incidents involving 
residents assaulting one 
another and damaging 
property,” NYPD Capt. 
Peter Fortune said. 
“Two of my officers were 
injured while taking po-
lice action during these 
events.”

The commander of 
the 114th Precinct in As-
toria presented his case 
at a recent meeting of 
Community Board 1. On 
Thursday, Feb. 11, officers 
had to break up a dispute 
between two roommates, 
he said. One woman was 
arrested and taken to 
Weill Cornell Medical 
Center for evaluation, but 
on her way out of the shel-
ter she head butted an of-
ficer, Fortune said.

Another officer was in-
jured by the same woman 
later at the hospital, ac-
cording to the captain. On 
Feb. 12, another resident 
refused to go through 
the shelter’s metal detec-
tor and began acting ag-

gressively, breaking the 
machine and throwing 
chairs around the lobby, 
he said.

Fortune said his pre-
cinct has also received 
several harassment com-
plaints from area store 
owners. He asked CB1 
members to request better 
security measures from 
the city Department of 
Homeless Services.

“Our No. 1 priority 
is ensuring the safety of 
our residents in shelters 
as well as the surround-
ing communities,” DHS 
spokeswoman Nicole 

Cueto said. “We currently 
have 24/7 security at this 
specific facility with four 
to six security guards on 
duty throughout the day. 
As part of our 90-day re-
view of homeless services, 
we are continuing to re-
view security needs and 
will continue to work with 
community leaders as we 
do so.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside), whose district 
includes Dutch Kills, will 
be keeping an eye on the 
situation at the former 
Verve Hotel.

“The reports from the 
114th Precinct are discon-
certing,” he said. “I have 
voiced my concerns about 
the shelter to the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
and the administration. 
And I am particularly 
troubled by reports that 
the provider os services 
at the shelter, Acacia, has 
not been doing adequate 
neighborhood patrols. The 
administration has con-
firmed to my office that 
they will be adding addi-
tional security officers at 
the Verve shelter.”

The Rico Chimi hamburger res-
taurant in Woodhaven was the 
site of what police say might 
have been gang-related violence. 

Google Earth

The city Department of Homeless Services is reviewing security needs at the women's shelter at 
the Verve Hotel after two violent incidents. Photo by Bill Parry

Woodhaven shooting 
not random: Police

Violence at Verve Hotel
114th Pct. captain, Van Bramer call for more security
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
March 13th 
Noon-3PM

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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week. 
Hoyt Avenue North and 

20th Avenue will also re-
ceive upgrades as part of 
the plan that was drafted 
with community input 
following the hit-and-run 
killing of 21-year-old Betty 
Jean DiBiasio in June. 

Since 2009, there have 
been several deaths and 
over 100 injuries near the 
park, according to the DOT. 
In the aftermath of DiBi-
asio’s death, City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) petitioned the 
DOT to introduce traffic-
calming measures to the 
streets in and around the 
park.

“This plan will deeply 
improve traffic safety 
throughout Astoria for 
our pedestrians, drivers 
and cyclists,” Constan-
tinides said. “The stronger 
connection between the 
waterfront, Astoria Park, 
and residents will be an 
asset for our entire neigh-
borhood. The updates will 
bring greater traffic sanity 
to the streets around the 
jewel of our neighborhood, 
Astoria Park.”

Shore Boulevard will 
have just one southbound 
lane for motorists as a two-
way protected bike lane 
will replace the northbound 
traffic lane. There will be 
no reduction in parking.

In August, state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) touched off 
a heated debate when she 
proposed closing the entire 
roadway to vehicular traf-
fic.

“I am pleased that 
by working together we 
reached a compromise 
on Shore Boulevard that 
calms speeding and dan-
gerous driving and pre-
serves vehicle access to the 
waterfront,” Simotas said. 
“These welcome changes 
will improve access to As-
toria Park and make our 
community safer.”

On 20th Avenue, where 
a DOT study found that 88 
percent of drivers speed, 
the measures include the 
installation of a two-way 
bike path. In addition, the 
width of the traffic lane 
will be reduced by two feet 
to discourage speeding. A 
shorter pedestrian cross-
ing will protect children 
using the ICYP and Federa-
tion of Italian Societies ball 
fields.

The Hoyt Avenue North 
redesign will also include 
the installation of a two-
way bike path and the re-
moval of one lane for cars. 
These upgrades will cre-
ate a safe bike connection 
between the RFK Bridge 
and the waterfront, calm 
vehicular traffic, and keep 
pedestrians, bikes and ve-
hicles separate. 

“I am very pleased to see 
these safety improvements 
in Astoria Park and its sur-
rounding area,” Central 
Astoria Local Development 
Coalition Executive Direc-
tor Marie Torniali said. 
“While there is more work 
to be done, the relocation 
of the bike lane to Shore 
Boulevard and safety im-
provements on 20th Avenue 
and Hoyt Avenue North 
with no loss of parking is 
a testament to good things 
being accomplished when 
community, elected offi-
cials, and agencies work 
together.”

eration by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
since 1988.

“I’m pleased and proud 
that the LPC has listened to 
our community’s requests 
to move forward in recog-
nizing the Pepsi Cola sign 
as the New York City land-
mark that it is,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “The 
Pepsi Cola sign has been 
an iconic part of the Long 
Island City landscape since 
1936. This staggering piece 
of pop art brings character 
to our neighborhood and 
reminds current residents 
of Queens’ history as an in-
dustrial powerhouse.”

Though a date for its 
hearing has not been deter-
mined, the Pepsi Cola sign 
will likely be designated a 
landmark later this year 
meaning no future changes 
would affect its place in the 
community. But its place 
in the community was al-
ready solid.

When the TF Corner-
stone bought the 21-acre 
site from Pepsico in 2003, it 
agreed to display the sign 
on the property and when 
the developer constructed 
the last of six luxury high 
rises on the site it had the 
architect firm Aquitecton-
ica design the building to 
wrap around the sign. The 
facade facing the sign, and 
the East River, is set back 
for the first eight floors and 
juts out  from the ninth floor 

up to frame the sign.
While the sign, the 

Bowne Street Commu-
nity Church and the Ahles 
House are prioritized for 
designation, five other loca-
tions in Queens have been 
removed from the LPC cal-
endar, meaning they are no 
longer under the purview 
of the agency. 

The Spanish Towers and 
the Fairway Apartments in 
Jackson Heights, the First 
Reformed Church and Sun-
day School in College Point, 
the Proposed Douglaston 
Historic District Exten-
sion, and the Old Calvary 
Cemetery Gatehouse in 
Sunnyside are on that so-
called “no action” list. 

The LPC still has the 
right to reconsider these 
properties in the future.

Continued from Page 1 

Shore Blvd.

Continued from Page 1 

Landmark

Murder  
for Two

March 4 - 6, 2016
Tickets from $25 
Fri. 2pm - Sat. 2pm, 8pm - Sun. 3pm

www.queenstheatre.org
Box Office: 718.760.0064

“Ingenious! A snazzy 
double-act!”
- New York Times Critics’ Pick

A Musical Comedy

“A hilarious 
musical whodunit!”
- The New York Observer

Community Board 1 approved the Department of Transportation 
redesign for Shore Boulevard and the area surrounding Astoria 
Park. Photo by Bill Parry
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TRYOUT DATES AND TIMES:

FEBRUARY  28TH   9:30 am 12 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   10:45 am 13 Years old*

FEBRUARY  28TH   12 noon   9 Years old*

MARCH 6TH   9:30 am 15 Years old*

MARCH 6TH 10:45 am          16/17 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 9:30 am            10/11 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 10:45 am   14 Years old*

MARCH 13TH 12 noon       15/16/17 Years old*

*YOUR CHILD’S AGE IS BASED ON HOW OLD THEY WILL BE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31, 2016 

Tryout Fee is $20.00  All people who tryout will need to bring proof of age

Spring Basketball League available for those who do not want to 

play Tournament Basketball, but want to play locally.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com  347-252-1154

Marksmen Team Sports is offering another unique opportunity for both boys 

and girls who want to continue to improve their skill sets.

Come train with The Marksmen Coaching Staff.

DAC

Tryouts Start February 28th at:
PS 209  16-10 Utopia Parkway 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Tryouts for Marksmen 
AAU Spring Summer 

Tournament Basketball

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
Basketball & Fitness Training

 TEN 80 MINUTE SESSIONS — $300
 Individual Fitness Training also available 

   by appointment
 Each session is a skills and drills workout followed    

   by Basketball game situation in order to improve a 

   child’s skill sets and knowledge of the game

 All Training done indoors

 Experienced Trainers

 Discount registration to Join DAC Basketball 

   Spring and Summer Leagues

Space is limited to 16 kids per session

Ages 8-11 and 12-15

Little Ballers clinics for

Ages 4-7 years old also available

$250 (10 Sessions)

Training Starts Week of April 8th 

LOCATIONS:
PS 188  218-12 Hartland Avenue

Bayside, NY 11364

PS 169  18-25 212 Street

Bayside, NY 11361

BASKETBALL

@DAC_Marksmen

For more info email marksmeninfo@aol.com 347-252-1154 Register online at www.dacsports.com 

                                  DAC ATHLETIC CLUB
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conduct?” he said. 
A spokesman for the 

state Department of State 
said it has received com-
plaints about the real estate 
company but they do not 
concern the property.

The DOB marshal 
inspected the property 
Monday and found illegal 
single-room occupancies 
throughout the building, 
observing 13 single-room 
occupancies.

Three rooms in the 
basement were vacated due 
to immediately hazardous 
conditions, and seven on 
the first and second floors 
were issued violations.

The agency was not able 
to gain access to three oth-
er rooms but said it will at-
tempt to gain access. 

Violations were issued 
for the unsafe use of electri-
cal extension cords, work 
without a permit in the 
basement, and illegal alter-
ation and occupancy of the 
property. 

“The Buildings Mar-
shal’s Office will continue 
to pursue the building 

owner aggressively to cor-
rect the violating condi-
tions at this property,” a 
DOB spokesman said. “In 
addition, we are referring 
for state disciplinary ac-
tion the real estate agents 
who posted listings for this 
property.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) wrote letters 
to DOB Queens Borough 
Commissioner Derek Lee 
and state Acting Secretary 
of State Rossana Rosado. 

“There’s some serious 
issues here,” he said. 

The DOB profile for the 
property says it has a par-
tial vacate order.

Six of the 13 complaints 
are open, complaining that 
it is being used as an over-
night spot for nearby stu-
dents or workers. One of 
the complaints includes a 
link to the listing. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) is meet-
ing with the Broadway 
Flushing Homeowners’ 
Association next week. He 
said there are also other 
factors at play, such as the 
DOB having a shortage of 
investigators.

“There’s flaws in a num-
ber of different areas,” Kim 

Continued from Page 1 

House
spaces.  

The plan also increased 
the building’s height from 
174-foot-11-inches to 190 
feet, which the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
and the Port Authority ap-
proved, along with chang-
es to the design of the en-
try facing Main Street.

CB 7 board members 
unanimously passed a mo-
tion to approve the devel-
oper’s revised plan for the 
theater.

CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty said the only people 
getting richer are the peo-
ple buying the property 
and that Karlik did not in-
form him that the site was 
up for sale. 

“I think it’s going to be 
very difficult to deal with 
the next guy (developer),” 
Kelty said. 

Simon Gerson, presi-
dent of the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce, 
said the site needs a devel-
oper who is genuinely in-
terested in developing it. 

“We look forward to 

working with a real devel-
oper to transform a major 
eyesore into a neighbor-
hood asset that brings peo-
ple together,” Gerson said. 

The dilapidated build-
ing, which was a renowned 
movie palace, is listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. The the-
ater’s ticket lobby and 
grand foyer were land-
marked by the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission.

Since its closure in 1986, 
the property has remained 
derelict, with a succession 
of developers who have 

bought and then sold the 
property. Karlik bought 
the theater for $30 million 
from Patrick Thompson. 

One of the developers, 
the notorious Thomas 
Huang, pleaded guilty to 
damaging the landmarked 
interior of the theater 
because he let oil pour 
into the basement in 1999 
and was sentenced to five 
years’ probation by the at-
torney general’s office.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said she has 
attended many presenta-
tions before CB 7 and that 
the property keeps getting 

abandoned. 
“I’ve met with lots and 

lots of people who pur-
chased it and each one 
promised everything and 
nothing ever happened,” 
Stavisky said. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) also con-
demned the continuously 
poor treatment of the prop-
erty.

“The community de-
serves a building that 
respects the interior land-
mark status and historical 
significance of this long-
neglected property,” Koo 
said in a statement. 

Continued from Page 1 

Keith’s

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

The RKO Keith’s Theater in Flushing, which is in derelict condition, has passed through several de-
velopers’ hands.
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com
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