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Elected officials and lead-

ers described state Assembly-
woman Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village), who died this 
week, as a fierce advocate for 
her community, passionate 
about education and unwaver-
ing in her positions. 

Clark, who had been serv-
ing the 33rd Assembly District 
since 1986, died at the age of 
76 Monday night, a represen-
tative from her district office 
said. The cause of death was 
not immediately known. 

Her district includes Cam-
bria Heights, St. Albans, 
Queens Village, Hollis and 
Bellerose. 

She played a key role in con-
verting Andrew Jackson High 
School into four small magnet 
high schools and served as a 
primary sponsor of the 1996 
New York City Governance 
Law, which mandated paren-
tal involvement in school pol-
icy decision-making.

Clark also supported the 
plaintiff in the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equity vs. State of New 
York lawsuit, which resulted 
in a $5.5 billion increase in 
funding for city public schools 
and authored a bill to establish 
the age of 6 as the statutory 

Elected offi cials
call for town hall 
on student safety

BY BILL PARRY

A dozen gay rights activ-
ists joined City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and members of Make 
the Road New York Tuesday 
at the spot where a man was 
robbed and attacked last week 
by three suspects hurling gay 
slurs at him. 

The 31-year-old victim was 
leaving a restaurant at 81st 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue 
when he was set upon at 2 p.m., 
police said.  He was kicked in 
the face, head and back and 
was left unconscious. The 
NYPD is still investigating the 
attack. 

“This man was just out for 
a meal,” Dromm said. “No-
body should be afraid to come 
out and enjoy what the neigh-
borhood has to offer. No one 
should have to look over their 
shoulder because they are 
gay.”

It was the latest high pro-
file attack against the Jackson 
Heights LGBT community af-
ter two brutal incidents in No-
vember. A 35-year-old trans-
gender woman was savagely 
beaten in front of her home 
and one day later a 23-year-

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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Yes, this young counselor at the PAL Tournament of Champions is indeed asking for trouble. But 
Trouble, in this case, is a board game for kids and he's recruiting some of the 500 youngsters who 
attended the event at the PAL Edward Byrne Center in Jamaica.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Clark’s legacy
remembered 
in SE Queens

Gay attack angers Jax Hts.
TROUBLE IN MIND
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
In what police described as 

a harrowing ordeal, a 39-year-
old man and a 32-year-old 
woman were shot early Satur-
day morning inside the Rico 
Chimi hamburger restaurant 
located at 80-01 Atlantic Ave. 
in Woodhaven. 

As the two victims were 
waiting for their food at 
around 12:30 a.m., an un-
known suspect wearing a red 
bandana covering his face 
walked into the restaurant 
and took out a gun, police 
said.

The male victim then 
tried to take cover behind the 
female victim, using her as 
a human shield. The suspect 
fired five or six times, strik-
ing the woman three times 
and the man twice, the NYPD 
said.

Both victims, who police 
said did not know each other, 
were listed in stable condi-
tion at Jamaica Hospital. 

Police do not currently 
have a description of the sus-
pect.

Lt. Estrella of the 102nd 
Precinct said police were 
looking for an individual 
who came from Brooklyn 
and that the shooting was 
likely related to gang activity 
or a personal dispute.

“This was premeditat-
ed,” he said at last week’s 
Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association meeting. “The 
suspect went after a specific 
person.”

Estrella stressed that the 
risk to residents is minimal.

“This is not something for 
everyone to worry about.” 

Estrella said the precinct 
has had success in combating 
gang activity within Wood-
haven. There are two active 
gangs in the area known to 
police, he said, and both of 
them have large numbers of 
members who have recently 

been incarcerated.
“All my units day and 

night know who the guys are 
that are a part of this prob-
lem,” he said

As for other petty crime 
problems, including graf-
fiti and harassment around 
Jamaica Avenue and the 
overpass at Atlantic Avenue, 
Estrella said that the cause is 
mostly young kids. 

“The only way we can pre-
vent that is from the home.  
The parents have to be more 
in their children’s lives. It’s 
the only way to get them off 
the street, because they get 
influenced by the wrong kids 
on the street.”

In an effort to combat 
crime and target graffiti the 
102nd Precinct requested 
12 Argus cameras from the 
city, two of which would be 
placed along Jamaica and At-
lantic Avenues, Woodhaven’s 
main graffiti locations. The 
funding for the cameras, 
however, is not guaranteed.
“They’re cutting budgets 
everywhere,” Estrella said. 
“We requested it, we’re just 
hoping that we get it.”

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The shelter for homeless 

women in Dutch Kills, which 
opened in October,  has been 
the scene of some violent epi-
sodes in recent weeks. Several 
residents and police officers 
were injured at Pam’s Settle-
ment, at the former Verve 
Hotel, at 40-03 29th St., police 
said.

“We have seen a few inci-
dents involving residents as-
saulting one another and dam-
aging property,” NYPD Capt. 
Peter Fortune said. “Two of 
my officers were injured while 
taking police action during 
these events.”

The commander of the 
114th Precinct in Astoria pre-
sented his case at a recent 
meeting of Community Board 
1. On Thursday, Feb. 11, offi-
cers had to break up a dispute 
between two roommates, he 
said. One woman was arrest-
ed and taken to Weill Cornell 

Medical Center for evaluation, 
but on her way out of the shel-
ter she head butted an officer, 
Fortune said.

Another officer was injured 
by the same woman later at 
the hospital, according to the 
captain. On Feb. 12, another 
resident refused to go through 
the shelter’s metal detector 
and began acting aggressively, 
breaking the machine and 
throwing chairs around the 
lobby, he said.

Fortune said his precinct 
has also received several ha-
rassment complaints from 
area store owners. He asked 
CB1 members to request bet-
ter security measures from 
the city Department of Home-
less Services.

“Our No. 1 priority is ensur-
ing the safety of our residents 
in shelters as well as the sur-
rounding communities,” DHS 
spokeswoman Nicole Cueto 
said. “We currently have 24/7 
security at this specific facil-

ity with four to six security 
guards on duty throughout the 
day. As part of our 90-day re-
view of homeless services, we 
are continuing to review secu-
rity needs and will continue to 
work with community leaders 
as we do so.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
whose district includes Dutch 
Kills, will be keeping an eye 
on the situation at the former 
Verve Hotel.

“The reports from the 114th 
Precinct are disconcerting,” 
he said. “I have voiced my con-
cerns about the shelter to the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices and the administration. 
And I am particularly troubled 
by reports that the provider os 
services at the shelter, Acacia, 
has not been doing adequate 
neighborhood patrols. The ad-
ministration has confirmed 
to my office that they will be 
adding additional security of-
ficers at the Verve shelter.”

The Rico Chimi hamburger res-
taurant in Woodhaven was the 
site of what police say might 
have been gang-related violence. 

Google Earth

The city Department of Homeless Services is reviewing security needs at the women's shelter at the Verve 
Hotel after two violent incidents. Photo by Bill Parry

Woodhaven shooting 
not random: Police

Violence at the Verve
114th Pct. captain, Van Bramer call for more security
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One of the most wanted re-

tail spaces in Long Island City 
will have a new tenant in a 
matter of weeks, according to 
the owner of the Delta Force 
Army Navy store, located at 
49-10 Vernon Blvd. The owner, 
who preferred to remain anon-
ymous because he has been 
inundated with phone calls 
from brokers for weeks, put 
his 900-square-foot storefront 
property on the rental market 
three weeks ago and has heard 
from a steady stream of pro-
spective tenants.

“It is the most desirable lo-
cation in Hunters Point, just 
steps from the Vernon-Jack-
son subway stop,” the owner 
said. “All the foot traffic from 
the subway passes right by my 
door. In  fact, all of the shuttle 
buses from the towers on the 
waterfront drop their pas-
sengers right in front of the 
store.”

The 50-something, lifelong 
Hunters Point resident is han-

dling the deal himself to make 
sure the right tenant takes 
over the property.

“The first day I put up the 
sign I had one hundred calls 
and I’ve had several hundred 
since,” the owner said. “It’s a 
special location and I’m han-
dling this myself because I 
don’t want to pass along an un-
necessary cost of a broker to 
the new tenant. Why should a 
broker get 10 to 15 percent an-
nually? I’m going to pick the 
right tenant, with no fee, di-
rectly from me, the landlord, 
and I’m not going to gouge 
them because I want them 
to succeed for the good of the 
neighborhood.”

The Delta Force Army 
Navy store has been the sub-
ject of rumor and speculation 
because it sat dormant for 
nearly 20 years. The owner, 
whose family has owned the 
property for close to a century, 
used it as a storage space for 
merchandise he sold on his 
eBay business.

“When I opened the store 

in 1984, the neighborhood was 
gritty industrial and I had a 
steady flow of customers,” he 
said. “But then the Pepsi plant 
closed and the towers started 
going up. All my work traffic 
was disappearing and every-
one started wearing suits and 
ties. On the Internet I found 
I could sell T-shirts in a bliz-

zard and winter jackets dur-
ing a heat wave.”

He recently finished mov-
ing his merchandise to a 
warehouse in New Jersey and 
prepared the storefront for 
leasing.

“It’s been entertaining to 
hear all of the offers,” he said. 
“A hookah shop and other 

smoke shops, tons of nail shops 
and cell phone stores. There 
was a Russian shoemaker that 
wanted a jewelry shop and a 
barber shop, all three-in-one. 
And then there was a guy who 
wanted to open a tire repair 
shop. I said ‘Where are you 
going to park cars on Vernon 
Boulevard?’”

He has narrowed the list to 
an ice cream and frozen yogurt 
operation, a craft beer shop, a 
wine and cheese store, and a 
Greek cafe and bakery. The 
space may double in size as the 
owner renovates the rest of the 
first floor.

“It would make a great spot 
for a restaurant with the ex-
tra space in the future, maybe 
even a rooftop garden,” he said. 
“So far I’ve only heard from 
Manhattan restaurants try-
ing to get into the LIC market. 
I’m still entertaining offers for 
a few more weeks. Ultimately 
it’s going to be who I deem is 
best. What fits best here on 
Vernon Boulevard.”

The owner of the Delta Force Army Navy store in Hunters Point is decid-
ing who will be allowed to take over one of the best retail spots in the 
neighborhood. Photo by Bill Parry

Prime Hunters Point retail space fi nally for rent
Landlord swamped with offers because of its location but he wants what is best for nabe
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 
From Paul Simon to John 

McEnroe this summer prom-
ises to be a busy one at the 
Forest Hills Stadium as world 
class music and professional 
tennis return to the historic 
venue. 

Disclosure, a British elec-
tronic music group, will also 
be bringing its deep sound 
to the Forest Hills Stadium 
June 18.

The Grammy-nominated 
house music duo will play 
with a diverse group of acts 
for the one-night Wild Life 
music festival. The other per-
formers include American 
rapper Anderson .Paak and 
his band the Free Nationals, 
Queensbridge hip-hop duo 
Mobb Deep and London elec-
tronic music band Dusky.  

Tickets for the concert 
range from $39.50 to $69.50 

and will go on sale this Fri-
day at 10 a.m.

Two weeks later, Paul Si-
mon, who met a certain Gar-
funkel at Forest Hills High 
School in his youth, will be 
playing at the stadium for 
the first time since 1970, his 
first appearance in 46 years. 
Simon will be playing a one-
night concert June 30, orga-
nizers said. 

The announcement fol-
lows the reintroduction of 
professional tennis to Forest 
Hills. 1977 marked the last 
year the U.S. Open took place 
at the stadium.

  The West Side Tennis Club 
announced last week that the 
stadium will soon play host 
to the New York Empire ten-
nis team, the newest member 
of the World Team Tennis 
league.

WTT, a lighter, more en-

BY BILL PARRY

The New York Mets will 
host the first LGBT “Gay Pride 
Night” by a city team from the 
four major professional sports 
leagues, team officials an-
nounced at Queens Borough 
Hall Tuesday. On Saturday, 
Aug. 13, more than 5,000 les-
bian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender baseball fans will take 
part during a 7:10 p.m. Mets 
and Padres game.

Thousands of fans will wear 
commemorative Pride Night 
shirts with a portion of each 
ticket sale going to support the 
LGBT Network’s anti-bullying 
programs in city schools. Pre-
game festivities will include 
a Pride in the Plaza show just 
outside the Jackie Robinson 
Rotunda.

“Respect, dignity and fair-
ness are the hallmarks of good 

sportsmanship, and they will 
be the marquee message at the 
very first LGBT Pride Night 
at Citi Field here in Queens,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “Deep appreciation 
to Major League Baseball for 
elevating the message of inclu-
sion to the home field for the 
benefit of anti-bullying pro-

grams in our schools.”
An estimated 2 million 

LGBT residents and families 
live in the New York metro 
area. Bullying remains a prob-
lem for LGBT youth, with over 
82 percent being verbally or 
physically harassed in the 
past year, according to the 

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
On a rainy Tuesday morn-

ing, Councilman Antonio 
Reynoso (D-Brooklyn), and 
U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Ridgewood) joined angry 
residents of 17-08 Summerfield 
St. in Ridgewood to call on Sil-
vershore Properties to make 
immediate repairs to the rent-
controlled building so that 
tenants could remain in their 
homes.

Chanting and cheering, 
the group of tenants, activists 
and civic leaders decried what 
they said was unconscionable 
disregard for tenant living 
conditions.

According to city Depart-
ment of Buildings documents, 
the property has accrued 127 
violations throughout 39 rent-
stabilized units, an average of 
three violations per unit. 

Reynoso said the property 
owner is purposely allowing 
the apartments in the building 
to fall into a state of such dis-
repair that tenants lose their 
Section 8 protection. Section 
8, also known as the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, pro-

vides federal funding for sub-
sidies for eligible low-income 
families to pay for rent.  It’s a 
strategy Reynoso  said he has 
never seen before.

Tenants who receive federal 
subsidies to help pay their rent 

approached Reynoso directly. 
The group of tenants alleged 
that because the building re-
cently failed inspection, they 
had lost their rent subsidies, 
leaving them with the difficult 
decision to either stay in the 

building at rents they cannot 
afford--or pack up and find 
new housing in an increas-
ingly expensive city. 

“Usually what property 
owners do is start construc-
tion inside their apartment 
and the tenants just can’t live 
in those conditions,” Reynoso 
said. “But we’ve never seen 
this before. There is a complete 
disregard for the tenants.”

Reynoso offered the Alter-
native Enforcement Program 
as a possible solution. Under 
that program, city services 
make repairs in the building 
and then charge the landlord 
for those repairs. In those 
cases, the landlord cannot file 
for any future building per-
mits without paying for the 
repairs. 

Gloria Nieves, a tenant, said 
she has a crack in her kitchen 
ceiling and water leakage in 
another room.

But her problems pale in 
comparison to those of other 
apartments, where she said 
ceilings are caving in.

Out of the building’s 127 
violations, 27 are Class A, 
which means the city requires 

repairs to be completed within 
48 hours.

“We have requested certain 
tenants to permit us access to 
their apartments to make re-
pairs and they have repeated-
ly denied us access,” a spokes-
person for Silvershore said. 
“We have requested certain 
tenants to permit us access to 
their apartments to make re-
pairs and they have repeatedly 
denied us access. Silvershore 
is making and will continue 
to make every effort to correct 
all violations and make neces-
sary repairs at the property,” 
they added.

“The gentrification situa-
tion—” Reynoso stopped him-
self. “No, not even the gentri-
fication of Ridgewood, but the 
speculation in Ridgewood is 
second-to-none. It’s happening 
like it happened in Williams-
burg and Bushwick. The de-
velopers are almost identical. 
They just keep moving to the 
east. Queens is the next stop.”

The building was pur-
chased by Silvershore  for $10.6 
million in November 2015.

For Nieves, the time for or-

Mr. and Mrs. Met celebrate the team's first LGBT Pride Night announced 
at Borough Hall. Photo by Michael Shain 

Tenants in front of 17-08 Summerfield St. in Ridgewood protesting what 
they say are predatory tactics being used by Silvershore Properties to 
evict them. Photo by Emily Waelder

Landlord under fi re in Ridgewood
Tenants allege that Silvershore Properties is using predatory tactics to force them out

Mets to host their fi rst-ever
LGBT Pride Night in Aug.

Pro tennis, music head 
to Forest Hills Stadium

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

While construction on the 
first building of the massive 
Hallets Point development con-
tinues at First Street and 26th 
Avenue in Astoria, the rest of 
the megaproject has been put 
on hold. 

A day after Mayor Bill de 
Blasio joined a host of elected 
and community leaders for 
a groundbreaking at the site 
Jan. 14, the 421-a tax abatement 
expired.  After the first build-
ing with its 405 apartments, 81 
of which are affordable units, 
and a supermarket are com-
pleted, the future of the multi-
phase $1.5 billion complex is in 
limbo.

“Building One is being 
built under the old 421-a, but 
the next phase that was set 
to begin in 2017 is contingent 
on having 421-a or a suitable 
replacement,” Durst Orga-
nization spokesman Jordan 
Barowitz said. “Without it we 
can’t continue the project. It 
is absolutely essential for the 
construction, and all rental 
construction in the city as well 
as affordable housing.”

The deal for the developer 
tax break collapsed after the 
Real Estate Board of New 
York and the Building and 
Construction Trades Council 
failed to reach agreement on 
prevailing construction wag-

es. Without 421-a abatement, 
Barowitz said the taxes are 
“just crushing” and comple-
tion of the project’s 2,400 units, 
483 of them affordable, may 
not happen.

The 421-a program provides 
vital tax abatements to residen-
tial developers by eliminating 
property taxes in exchange for 
a higher number of below-mar-

ket-rate apartments. 
“We continue to believe 

that an as-of-right program 
with strong affordable hous-
ing requirements is a vital 
part of combating this hous-
ing crisis,” de Blasio spokes-
man Wiley Norville said. “We 
need every tool we can get to 

BY GABRIEL ROM

 The third section of new 
construction for the Rock-
away Beach boardwalk has 
opened to the public signifi-
cantly ahead of schedule, the 
city Parks Department an-
nounced last week. Residents 
and visitors can now stroll 
along 1.5 miles of rebuilt 
boardwalk from Beach 73rd 
Street to Beach 107th Street.

The completed phase 
brings the boardwalk one 
step closer to being entirely 
repaired  in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy, which de-
stroyed large portions of the 
old wooden promenade. Parks 
has divided the project into 
five phases and intends to 
complete the entire replace-
ment of the boardwalk by 

Memorial Day 2017. However, 
Meghan Lalor, spokeswoman 
for Parks , said the boardwalk 
will be fully contiguous by 
Memorial Day 2016, with in-
tact sections of the old board-
walk and new sections linked 
together.

  “As we celebrate the re-
opening of another stretch 
of boardwalk at Rockaway 
Beach, we also celebrate a 
milestone for New Yorkers 
everywhere who were dev-
astated by Sandy,” said state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. (D-
Howard Beach).

The historic boardwalk, 
and much of the surround-
ing community, were ravaged 
when Sandy tore through the 
peninsula on Oct. 29, 2012. 
The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency designated 

$480 million for boardwalk 
reconstruction, nearly a mil-
lion square feet of which had 
been destroyed by Sandy and 
tossed in chunks across the 
sand.

From the sleek low-seating 
benches to the ambulance 
trailers that look like space-
ships, the new boardwalk has 
a highly modern aesthetic.

The steel reinforced con-
crete deck, installed in July, 
spans Beach 97th Street to 
Beach 107th Street, joining 
up with the first stretch of 
opened boardwalk to give 
residents and visitors one 
continuous mile of newly con-
structed boardwalk.

Ed Hynes, 82, from Breezy 
Point, has been coming to the 
boardwalk since the 1950s, 

BY BILL PARRY

The iconic Pepsi Cola sign 
that sits on Long Island City’ 
waterfront is a step closer to 
landmark designation along 
with two other Queens loca-
tions: the Bowne Street Com-
munity Church in Flushing 
and the Ahles House in Bay-
side. 

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
voted to prioritize the three 
items during a marathon 
hearing Tuesday in which 
they tried to clear a “back-
log” of properties that have 
spent decades in limbo at the 
agency.

The 80-year-old neon sign, 
which stands 60-feet-tall and 
120-feet-long, sits in front of 
46-10 Center Blvd. at the north-
ern end of Gantry Plaza State 
Park. 

It had been under consid-
eration by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
since 1988.

“I’m pleased and proud 
that the LPC has listened to 
our community’s requests to 
move forward in recognizing 
the Pepsi Cola sign as the New 
York City landmark that it 
is,” City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “The Pepsi Cola sign 
has been an iconic part of the 
Long Island City landscape 
since 1936. This staggering 
piece of pop art brings char-
acter to our neighborhood 
and reminds current resi-
dents of Queens’ history as 
an industrial powerhouse.”

Though a date for its hear-
ing has not been determined, 
the Pepsi Cola sign will likely 
be designated a landmark 

later this year meaning no fu-
ture changes would affect its 
place in the community. But 
its place in the community 
was already solid.

When the TF Cornerstone 
bought the 21-acre site from 
Pepsico in 2003, it agreed to 
display the sign on the prop-
erty and when the developer 
constructed the last of six 
luxury high rises on the site 
it had the architect firm Aqui-
tectonica design the building 
to wrap around the sign. The 
facade facing the sign, and 
the East River, is set back for 
the first eight floors and juts 
out  from the ninth floor up to 
frame the sign.

While the sign, the Bowne 
Street Community Church 
and the Ahles House are pri-
oritized for designation, five 
other locations in Queens 
have been removed from the 
LPC calendar, meaning they 
are no longer under the pur-
view of the agency. The own-
ers may go ahead and file to 
alter or even demolish their 
properties with the Depart-
ment of Buildings, if they 
wish.

The Spanish Towers and 
the Fairway Apartments in 
Jackson Heights, the First 
Reformed Church and Sun-
day School in College Point, 
the Proposed Douglaston 
Historic District Extension, 
and the Old Calvary Ceme-
tery Gatehouse in Sunnyside 
are on that so-called “no ac-
tion” list. 

The LPC still has the right 
to reconsider these proper-
ties in the future.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-

The city Landmarks Preservation Commission voted to prioritize the 
Pepsi Cola sign in Long Island City for designation as a landmark. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor Bill de Blasio takes part in the mid-January groundbreaking for 
the massive Hallets Point development one day before a crucial tax 
abatement expired. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC’s Pepsi Cola sign
to get landmark status

Boardwalk gets new upgrade

Hallets Point in limbo
Economics won’t work for developer without tax deal

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 9
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ADVANCED MATH 
& SCIENCE IV 

A small charter 
high school on 
the August Martin 
Campus, dedicated 
to helping our 
scholars succeed in 
college, career & 
beyond.

PERSEVERANCE.       RESPECT.       INTEGRITY.       DISCIPLINE.       EXCELLENCE.

www.newvisions.org/AMS4 March 19th at 11 a.m.
Special Education & 

ELL students are welcome

156-10 Baisley Blvd.
Jamaica, NY 11434

Accessible via Q6, Q7, Q111, 
Q113 and Q114 buses

APPLY TO 9th, 10th GRADE VISIT US AT AN
OPEN HOUSE

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL
DEADLINE: April 1, 2016

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
Queens District Attorney 

Richard Brown celebrated 
Black History Month by prais-
ing the Rev. Floyd Flake of Ja-
maica as “a respected leader 
not only in southeast Queens 
but throughout our country.”

Brown presented the Wil-
liam Tucker Garvin award 
for public service Feb. 18 in a 
reception at the district attor-
ney’s conference room in Kew 
Gardens. The reception was 
attended by Flake’s family, 
defense bar members, judges, 
public officials and members 
of the Greater Allen A.M.E. 
Cathedral Church congrega-
tion, the honoree’s church in 
Jamaica.

Garvin was the first Afri-
can American assistant dis-
trict attorney in Queens.

“Each year we present the 
Garvin Award to an individu-
al who has distinguished him-
self or herself through their 
outstanding public service, 
someone who has been a pio-
neering leader and role model 
for others,” Brown said. “This 
year we honor a long-time, 
respected friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Floyd Flake.”

 Flake was a congress-
man representing southeast 
Queens for 12 years before giv-
ing up the seat in 1997 to over-
see the building of the Allen 
A.M.E. cathedral.

“Rev. Flake has had an ex-
traordinary career and has 
been a strong and influential 
leader in Southeast Queens—
indeed throughout our coun-
try,” Brown said.

Flake was born in Los An-
geles and was one of 13 chil-

dren. He was the first in his 
family to attend college, grad-
uating from Wilberforce Uni-
versity in Ohio with a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology and 
receiving a doctor of ministry 
degree from United Theologi-
cal Seminary in Ohio.

For 39 years, Flake been 
senior pastor of the Greater 
Allen A.M.E. Church of New 
York, which has grown to be-
come one of the largest houses 
of worship in New York City.

Flake was elected six times 
to the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, where he obtained fed-
eral funds and programs for 
Queens. His efforts brought 
more than 2,000 jobs to the 
area while also upgrading the 
stability and aesthetics of his 
district.

He persuaded the Clinton 
administration to provide 
money for the nation’s first 
One Stop Small Business Capi-

Rev. Floyd Flake (l) is this year's recipient of the William Tucker Garvin 
award, named for the first African American assistant DA in Queens, pre-
sented by DA Richard Brown. Courtesy of DA's Office

Rev. Floyd Flake receives honor from DA
Head of Greater Allen A.M.E. Church given Garvin award for his community service

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

For more coverage of 
Black History Month, 

see Page 16.
Continued on Page 40



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 26–MARCH 3, 2016 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

Flushing resident Susan Carroll 
saw signs beginning last year that the 
Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey would try and drop the perim-
eter rule at LaGuardia Airport. 

State Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) was so alarmed by 
the notion that he fired off a letter to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo in August warn-
ing that any change would have a “det-
rimental impact” on communities that 
are already suffering from increased 
air traffic over the last few years.

So when the Port Authority admit-
ted last week that it was considering 
lifting the regulation that was formal-
ized in 1984  to limit the size of planes 
using the airfield, they were not caught 
off guard.

“Nothing really surprises me at 
LaGuardia anymore,” said Carroll, a 
representative on the New York Com-
munity Aviation Roundtable. “We are 
worried that the mechanisms that 
are in place to make life more liveable 
around here are falling by the way-
side.”

Carroll, who also sits on the Com-
munity Board 7 Aviation Committee, 
said the industry has become such an 
economic engine for the borough that 
Queens is on the verge of having two 
international airports within 10 miles 
of each other.

Braunstein’s letter to the governor, 
which was co-signed by state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst), 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D-Flush-
ing), Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing), Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) and others, explained 
what communities around the airport 
would face if the perimeter rule was 
shelved.

“Allowing for flights longer than 
1,500 miles will result in heavier planes 
departing from LaGuardia Airport be-
cause of the extra fuel reserves needed 
for those flights,” Braunstein wrote. 
“Our research indicates that heavier 
planes take longer to reach higher al-
titudes, and therefore are closer to the 
ground for a longer time during depar-
ture. This may result in an increase in 
airplane noise for the neighborhoods 
under those flight paths.”

Port Authority Executive Director 
Patrick Foye made the startling ad-
mission following the Feb. 18 Board 
of Commissioners decision to delay a 
vote on the massive reconstruction of 
LaGuardia Airport until next month. 
The cost of the redesign has grown 
from $4 billion to $4.2 billion, accord-
ing to the board resolutions.

“There are a myriad issues in-
volved, and the board should be enti-
tled to more time to review the resolu-

tions,” Port Authority Chairman John 
Degnan said.

Bypassing the perimeter rule would 
help cover the ballooning costs of the 
reconstruction by increasing custom-
er traffic on more expensive flights. 
Longer flights translate to larger and 
noisier planes.

“It’s a possibility. A study’s being 
done,” Port Authority Executive Direc-
tor Patrick Foye said. “One thing we’ve 
assured the public is that we will do a 
public comment period which will be 
extensive. Members of the public (and) 
industry players will be able to com-
ment.”

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing), who also co-signed the 
Braunstein letter, said, “I’d file that un-
der the ridiculous ideas claim. You’re 
going to have a lot of people troubled, 
including me.”

Stavisky explained that the board 
for the Port Authority is “controlled” 
by the state Senate. She serves on both 
the Senate’s Transportation Commit-
tee and the Finance Committee.

“And we always ask a lot of ques-
tions,” she said. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), the author of The Quiet 
Skies Act legislation that aims to im-
prove the quality of life for communi-
ties heavily affected by aircraft noise 
pollution, is watching what develops.

“We cannot ignore the potential 
impact that ending the perimeter rule 
can have on the already burdened com-
munities that surround LaGuardia,” 
Crowley said. “As the Port Author-
ity continues to study the issue, I urge 
them to consider, first and foremost, 
the effects that lifting the rule could 
have on the health of residents that for 
too long have had to put up with exces-
sive noise and air pollution.”

LaGuardia rule change 
hits patch of turbulence

The Port Authority is studying ways to 
bring larger and louder planes to LaGuardia 
Airport despite community objections.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A  
COMPLIMENTARY SEMINAR 

LUNCHEON
Planning your final arrangements in advance is one of the 

most thoughtful gifts you can give your family.  
Join us to learn more about the simple steps  

you can take to plan ahead and bring  
true peace of mind to yourself and your loved ones.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2016 – 11:00 AM TO 2:30 PM
THOMAS M. QUINN & SONS FUNERAL HOME 
35-20 BROADWAY LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11106

The Discussion Topics will Include:

WELCOME ~ KEVIN R. MACK, GENERAL MANAGER 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home

11:15 AM:  DONNA FURREY ESQ. 11:45 AM:  STEPHEN DUER 
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�
��
�	���
�����	���������������
����		�� �����������������������������!�
�"���������#$���
��
����%�
���	

LUNCH – 12:45 PM - 1:15 PM 
1:30 PM: REVEREND VINCENT F. MICELI 2:00 PM: MARIA TORRES/LIVEONNY 

Pastor ~ St. Joseph’s RC Church Understanding the Importance of 
Funeral Traditions in the Catholic Church Organ and Tissue Donation

PLEASE RSVP AT (718) 721-9200 BY MARCH 2, 2016

Proudly owned and operated by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International, 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, Texas 77019 (713) 522-5141. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for or recipients of supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

This event is hosted by your local Dignity Memorial® Funeral Providers 

THOMAS M. QUINN & SONS FUNERAL HOME, MORISCO FUNERAL HOME,  
DAVID FUNERAL HOME, STAMATIADES FUNERAL HOME

35-20 Broadway Long Island City, New York 11106 • 718-721-9200 • www.tmquinn.com

MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 

• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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BY MADINA TOURE

Although state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) thinks 
Albany is still dysfunctional, 
she said the state Democratic 
Conference has become very 
united. 

In an interview at the 
TimesLedger office this week, 
Stavisky said new state Senate 
Majority Leader John Flana-
gan (R-Suffolk) is trying to do 
a good job but that from the 
point of view of a Senate Demo-
crat, she believes more can be 
done.

She noted that Flanagan 
has “pretty much dismissed” a 
minimum wage increase, pay 
equity, paid family leave and 
the 10-point Women’s Equality 
Agenda.

She also said the loophole 
that permits limited liability 
corporations—LLCs—to give 
unlimited amounts of money 
should be closed and that leg-
islators should give up their 
outside jobs.  As an example, 
she cited former state Senate 
Majority Dean Skelos. a Nas-
sau Republican, who along 
with his son was found guilty 
on federal corruption charges 
in December. 

“The testimony I heard 
about and read about in the 
Skelos indictment was terri-
ble,” she said. “When a legisla-
tor is arrested, it’s a reflection 
on everybody. We all look bad, 
and that’s unfair because most 
of us take our job seriously.” 

But she remarked that two 

former Democratic state sena-
tors, Pedro Espada Jr. of the 
Bronx, and Malcolm Smith of 
Queens, are no longer in the 
Democratic Conference, prais-
ing their replacements. Gusta-
vo Rivera is now occupying 
Espada’s old seat, while Leroy 
Comrie (D-Hollis) is occupy-
ing Smith’s seat.

Stavisky, who is the con-
ference’s assistant leader for 
conference operations, also 
credited conference leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D-
Yonkers) and her deputy, state 
Sen. Mike Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria), for what she described as 
their non-confrontational and 
inclusive attitude.

“The interesting part is 
that the Democratic Confer-
ence has totally changed,” she 
said. “That is something that 
people have not seen. We are 
very united and the bad people 
in our conference are gone and 
I think that bodes well for the 
elections in November.” 

She also noted that the 
conference has done its best 
to work with the Independent 
Democratic Conference, a 
group of break-away Demo-
crats in the state Senate. 

“We’ve tried to be inclusive 
and we haven’t said anything 
that will jeopardize any fu-
ture relationship,” she said. 
“I think we agree on many is-
sues. We’ll see what happens in 
November, it’s up to the voters. 
But we try to be inclusive.”

The senator also spoke 
about the future of Flushing, 

saying that the infrastruc-
ture is not keeping up with the 
neighborhood’s growth and 
recalling her suggestion that 
a subway entrance should be 
placed at Prince Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue to relieve 
overcrowding on the 7 train.

She expressed concerns 
about the Q44 Select Bus Ser-
vice route. 

“I think they’re going to 
have to take another look at 
this because it’s forcing all the 
traffic into one lane,” she said. 
“There’ve been a lot of fatali-
ties, a lot of people have been 
hit by buses, casino buses in 
particular, hit by cars.” 

She said School District 
25 is not as overcrowded as 
other districts in the borough 
and that there is a need for a 
high school, describing Col-
lege Point Corporate Park as a 
good location and referencing 
a now-scrapped plan to put a 
high school at the city Depart-
ment of Education’s building 
at 30-48 Linden Place. 

She also said a hearing 
should have been held on may-
oral control, which she said 
should have been renewed 
for more than a year, and ex-
pressed concerns about air-
plane noise as well as cuts in 
the state higher education 
budget. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Sen. Toby Stavisky visited the offices of the TimesLedger Newspapers to 
discuss the recent developments in her district and Albany. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Sen. Toby Stavisky talks government 
Lawmaker says Democratic Conference has grown stronger despite woes in Albany

help families make ends meet. 
We look forward to our discus-
sions with State colleagues 
on how best to achieve these 
goals.”

The impasse disappointed 
residents at the neighboring 
Astoria Houses. Hallets Point 
was expected to revitalize and 
reconnect the community to 
the rest of the neighborhood 
and residents were to have 
rental preference for 50 per-
cent of all the affordable hous-
ing units.

“We were surprised to learn 
the project was in phases and 
not all at once,” said Claudia 
Coger, president of the Astoria 

Houses Resident Association, 
“The people had hoped that 
the project would move for-
ward, but now we are hoping 
for the best. Hopefully, the lo-
gistics will be worked out and 
the Durst Organization can 
carry out their plan.”

The Durst Organization 
had also partnered with Ur-
ban Upbound to provide access 
to construction job opportuni-
ties for residents of the Astoria 
Houses, where 47 percent of 
the residents are unemployed 
or underemployed. Urban Up-
bound’s first worker coopera-
tive, On Point Security, was 
started with an eye on the Hal-
lets Point megaproject.

“This peninsula has been 
overlooked and underserved 
for so long, of course, we were 

excited about this project as 
it was envisioned,” Urban Up-
bound founder Bishop Mitch-
ell Taylor said. “Legislators 
will just have to find some 
kind of mechanism that can 
make this happen. We have 
projected and planned and put 
businesses in play. We have to 
keep preparing our workforce 
as if the project, and other 
projects, will happen.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

ganized action is now.
“I’ve heard people say ‘I’m 

afraid, I can’t fight.’ But if you 
don’t fight, nobody is going to 
hear you,” she said

As the protest wound down, 
a driver riding past leaned out 
her window.

“You’ve got to fight for your 

rights,” the woman shouted to 
the few remaining proteste rs. 
“I know how this is, I’ve seen 
this happen. Good luck.”

The tenants nodded in ap-
proval/thanks and the driver 
sped away.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

and he said that after decades 
of neglect, this is the best it 
has ever looked. 

“The city never did noth-
ing for this whole damn place 
until the storm. But now?” 
he said, surveying the sleek, 
new one-mile stretch of con-
tinuous boardwalk. “This is 
unbelievable, it’s really just 
unbelievab le.”

Hallets Pt. Ridgewood

Rockaway

Continued from Page 5 Continued from Page 4 

Continued from Page 5 

Weigh in on the issues 
by writing a letter to 
the editor. Send your 

opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com
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POLICE 

Blotter

ASTORIA—Police were looking for 
a man who allegedly stole a woman’s 
bank information at a bank in Astoria 
at the end of January. 

At about 8:25 p.m. Jan. 28, the sus-
pect used a card with a 28-year-old 
woman’s bank information inside In-
vestors Bank at 23-02 31st St. between 
the Ditmars and Steinway neighbor-
hoods to make unauthorized with-
drawals at an ATM, according to the 
police.

The suspect withdrew about $649, 
police said.

The victim was still in possession of 
her debit card at the time of the trans-
actions, officials said. 

Police described the suspect as a 
male with a beard who was last seen 
wearing a dark-colored jacket and a 
dark-colored ski cap. 

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing, according 
to a police spokeswoman.

CORONA — Police were still search-
ing for two suspects who shot a man 
outside a Corona bar Dec. 14. 

The two suspects approached a 
22-year-old man outside the Pasiones 
Bar at 37-65 103rd St. around 11 p.m. 
and pulled out a gun, according to the 
NYPD. 

One of the suspects fired a shot at 
the victim which struck him in the left 
arm. The suspects fled northbound on 
103rd Street, police said.

The victim was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center where he was treated 

and released.
The first suspect, who shot the vic-

tim, is described as a Hispanic man 
with short, dark hair. He was last seen 
wearing a blue sweatshirt.

The second suspect is described as 
a Hispanic man with dark hair and 
a light complexion. He was last seen 
wearing a gray baseball cap. gray 
sweatshirt, beige pants and white 
sneakers.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

WOODSIDE — Police from the 108th 
Precinct were asking for the public’s 
help in finding a man who snatched an 
69-year-old woman’s cell phone aboard 
a Manhattan-bound R train. 

On Friday, Feb. 12, the suspect ap-
proached the woman from behind and 
grabbed her white Apple iPhone, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

The suspect exited the train at the 
Northern Boulevard Station and fled 

on foot north on Broadway and east on 
53rd Place, police said.

The suspect is described as heavy-
set wearing blue jeans, a dark-color 
jacket over a black Nike T-shirt with a 
white swoosh on the chest. Police say 
the suspect was wearing a mask cover-
ing the lower half of his face.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Suspect robs passenger on R train: Cops

Corona shooters still at large: Police

Debit card info stolen in Astoria: NYPD

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Survillance photos of one of the suspects in a Dec. 14 shooting outside a Corona bar. NYPD
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From mobility 
assistance to meal 
preparation, Senior 
Helpers is ready to 
help your loved one 
live independently.

Senior Helpers’ 
leading Senior 
Gems® program 
for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia can help 
your family.

Senior Helpers 
is locally owned 
and operated, and 
works with families 
right in your own 
neighborhood.

�������YOU TRUST���������TO HELP�����PEOPLE NEED

Visit us at SeniorHelpers.com/newyorkny, e-mail us at
infonyc@SeniorHelpers.com or call us at 646-214-2086.

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I am writing to address the 
article “Bus lane cameras on Q44 
Select Bus Service route worry 
community”  (Feb. 5-11 issue). 
It’s important to remember that 
SBS was brought to our commu-
nity because of need. Thousands 
of bus riders like myself are 
benefiting from these improve-
ments—we often don’t have an-
other mode of transportation. 
As a bus rider who uses the Q44 
bus route and a longtime Queens 
resident it feels like we’re often 
left out of these conversations, 
like we aren’t considered part of 
this community.

The off-board fare collection 
was put in place to speed up the 
route, especially the trips be-

tween Jamaica and the Bronx, 
as this is a major and necessary 
route in Queens, along a heav-
ily used corridor. There was an 
increase in service frequency 
when Select Bus Service was put 
in place, but this is not enough for 
the Q44 route (it should be run-
ning at 3- to 4-minute headways at 
peak hours and at 5- to 6-minute 
headways off-peak).

Between the long waits and 
the slow commutes, the status 
quo on our roads wasn’t working. 
Now we have more people moving 
in buses at a more efficient rate. 
Bus lanes significantly improve 
our commute, but without the 
proper enforcement this wouldn’t 
be the case. Changes are difficult 

for everyone, but we must bear 
them for the public good.

What we should be worried 
about is the ticketing to bus rid-
ers. The $100 fare-evasion ticket 
for almost two months now for 
not understanding this new bus 
system is an extremely punitive 
measure that is targeting low- to 
middle-income folks. It’s absurd 
that we have to pay $100 for a 
$2.75 mistake! If we really wanted 
less fare evasion, we would have 
more signage and assistance at 
bus stops clearly outlining the 
process and repercussions. 

Fredrick Wells
Laurelton
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The Obama administration’s decision to slash $90 
million from federal funds to fight terrorism in New 
York City boggles the mind. Has Washington forgot-
ten that the city is the No. 1 terror target in the coun-
try and probably the world as the ultimate symbol of 
capitalism and secular life in the West?

The cutbacks pose a serious threat to Queens, 
which has been terror central in recent years as the 
geographical homeland for some high-profile cases.

Four young Muslims from Queens, including two 
women, have been charged with terrorist activity in 
the last year alone and are awaiting trial. In 2013 a 
Pakistani man living in Elmhurst was accused of 
raising money to support the Taliban and al-Qaeda 
groups fighting U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

The borough also produced three graduates of 
Flushing High School who were found guilty of plot-
ting to blow up the subway system in 2010 as recruits 
of al-Qaeda.

That same year two Guyanese men were convict-
ed of conspiring to blow up Kennedy Airport and de-
stroy the American economy.

However disturbing the list may be, it is also a 
powerful reminder that the suspected plots were dis-
mantled before any violence occurred. The vigilance 
of the NYPD, supported by federal anti-terrorism 
funds, paid off in these cases as the police worked 
closely with FBI and other federal agencies.

The memories of the Sept. 11 attack on the World 
Trade Center remain vivid in Queens, which lost 
more than 200 firefighters, police and office workers 
in the collapse of the Twin Towers.  The street re-
namings for those who perished continue as the first 
responders who worked on the pile at Ground Zero 
are added to the list.

After Washington proposed cutting the city’s 
share of funding for its counter-terrorism efforts, U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer in a rare rebuke of the adminis-
tration called the plan “ill-advised” and “ill-timed.” 

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly said he thought 
the budget ax was aimed at Schumer because he was 
one of only four senators who did not vote in favor of 
the Iranian nuclear deal. He warned that the rollback 
could make the city more vulnerable to attacks.

If true, the city’s security is not the appropriate 
place for political payback. 

New York is on the radar of our most dangerous 
enemies. It is also a place where home-grown terror-
ists have tried to establish a foothold in Queens.

Washington should reverse the planned funding 
cuts and give the city the protection that we need 
from outside the country as well as from within our 
own borough.

KEEP QUEENS SECURE

Pros and cons of Select Bus Service
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READERS WRITE

“MTA OK’s contract for 
East Side Access” (Feb. 5) is 
a glass half full.  Since 2001, 
the total direct cost for MTA 
LIRR East Side Access to 
Grand Central Terminal has 
grown from $3.5 billion to $4.3 
billion in 2003, $6.3 billion in 
2006, $8.4 billion in 2012 to 
$10.8 billion in 2014. Don’t be 
surprised when it grows to 
$11 or $12 billion.

Based upon this past histo-
ry, who knows if the final cost 
will go up again over the next 
eight years by a billion or 
more.  The anticipated open-
ing day for passenger revenue 
service date had slipped on 
a number of occasions from 
2011 to December 2022.  Don’t 
be surprised when it changes 
yet again, this time to Decem-
ber 2023. Who knows over the 
next eight years if this date 
and budget will hold. No one 
would be surprised, if based 
upon past project history, it 
ends up in 2024 or later.

The MTA has repeatedly 
missed every budget and 
schedule for this project. 
They have ended up being 
worthless paper. No one at the 

MTA will acknowledge that 
the real project cost may end 
up closer to $15 billion. This 
includes other items which 
are considered indirect and 
carried off line from the offi-
cial project budget. These are 
financing charges ($600 mil-
lion), additional capacity im-
provements at Jamaica LIRR 
station, ($450 million) along 
with numerous capital im-
provements east of Jamaica. 
They include construction of 
additional parking spots (to-
taling in the thousands nec-
essary to accommodate all 
the new riders) at numerous 
stations, new NYCT and MTA 
Bus, Nassau Inter County Ex-
press (NICE), Suffolk County 
Transit and Huntington Area 
Rapid Transit (HART) bus 
feeder services to stations, 
construction of new stations, 
completion of the Ronkonko-
ma branch double tracking 
between Farmingdale and 
Ronkonkoma ($450 million), 
Main Line Third Track be-
tween Floral Park and Hicks-
ville ($1.5 billion plus possi-
bly much more), new pocket 
tracks on other branches, 

new storage yards and other 
capital projects which will 
support implementation of 
East Side Access. Without all 
of the above, the LIRR will not 
be able to achieve 100 percent 
utilization of this investment 
including the promise of 24 
trains per hour during peak 
service periods.

One significant failure in 
the early 1990s was a future 
fatal flaw in the purchase of 
both dual-mode locomotives 
and double-decker passen-
ger cars. Those responsible 
for design, engineering and 
bid specifications to support 
procurement of dual-mode lo-
comotives and double-decker 
passenger cars failed to take 
into consideration height 
clearances for the 63rd Street 
tunnel between Manhattan 
and Queens. This tunnel was 
designed to be used at a fu-
ture date to provide the LIRR 
with a direct connection to 
Grand Central Terminal.  As 
a result, the LIRR fleet of 23 
diesel-electric and 23 duel-
mode locomotives along with 
134 double- decker passenger 
cars will not be able to utilize 

East Side Access for future 
service to Grand Central Ter-
minal.  

Thousands of daily LIRR 
riders whose trips originate 
from diesel territory branch-
es will still have to change at 
Jamaica for those traveling 
to or from the future LIRR 
Grand Central Terminal or 
Atlantic Terminal Brooklyn. 
There will no longer be any 
direct thru service from Ja-
maica to Atlantic Terminal 
Brooklyn.  This impacts cus-
tomers on 51 peak and 84 off-
peak or 135 weekday trains 
operating between Jamaica 
and Brooklyn. 

Travel time for thousands 
of LIRR riders bound for 
downtown Brooklyn, Wall 
Street, World Financial Cen-
ter or World Trade Center in 
downtown Manhattan via 
Atlantic Terminal Brooklyn 
will now actually have longer 
commutes. Depending upon 
how long the wait is for a con-
necting train from Jamaica to 
Brooklyn, this could add  up 
between 5 to 15 minutes each 
way or a total of 30 minutes 
per day. It is doubtful that the 

LIRR scoot service between 
Jamaica and Atlantic Termi-
nal Brooklyn will be running 
with headways every few 
minutes like a subway. Don’t 
be surprised if the rush-hour 
frequency is once every 10 
minutes or more. All of this 
conflicts with the MTA cor-
porate party line of over de-
cades regarding how the East 
Side Access project will save 
many LIRR riders up to 40 
minutes each day round trip 
in daily commutes. So much 
for truth in advertising!

One rider’s gain in time 
savings (being able to access 
work in the eastside of mid-
town Manhattan via Grand 
Central Terminal versus 
Penn Station) is a correspond-
ing loss for another rider try-
ing to access work via Atlan-
tic Terminal Brooklyn. Pity 
those poor riders on the Oys-
ter Bay branch who will suf-
fer the most.

 
Larry Penner

Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Greater New York OCA 
Chapters believe there are 
two victims to the tragic inci-
dent involving an accidental 
discharge that led to a young 
man’s death. An innocent fa-
ther of a young child is dead. 
And the career of a young 
rookie officer is over.

Both Akai Gurley and Of-
ficer Peter Liang are victims 
of multiple failed systems. 
The NYPD’s ill-advised prac-
tice of sending rookie officers 
to conduct vertical patrols 
in NYCHA buildings with-

out proper supervision and 
training put Officer Liang 
in a compromised situation. 
If this practice had stopped, 
Officer Liang and his part-
ner would not have been con-
ducting vertical patrols that 
night.

 Furthermore, Akai Gur-
ley would not have been in the 
darkened stairwell if NYCHA 
had fixed the elevators. And 
NYCHA’s failure to fix the 
lights in the stairwell made 
the situation even worse.

Officer Liang should not 

bear full responsibility for a 
less-than-perfect system. His-
torically, the criminal justice 
system has been lenient on 
officers who have committed 
even more egregious acts, 
whose cases have never been 
brought to trial. This specific 
case highlights a glaring con-
tradiction in our criminal 
justice system. Police miscon-
duct and brutality cases can 
get very disparate outcomes 
depending on which district 
attorney is handling the case, 
the borough in which incident 

occurred, and the race of the 
officer and victims involved.

In order for the public to 
have confidence in our judi-
cial system in cases involving 
police misconduct and bru-
tality, there cannot be these 
glaring differences. Our judi-
cial system cannot engage in 
selective prosecution. It must 
apply the same standards for 
all. In this case, a rookie po-
lice officer, who is an Asian 
American, is being scape-
goated.

OCA continues to call for 

a fully funded independent 
prosecutor’s office that will 
handle police misconduct 
and brutality cases. OCA will 
continue to monitor the case 
to ensure the sentencing for 
Officer Liang is fair and con-
sistent with an accidental dis-
charge.

Gladys Yan
President

OCA Asian Pacific 
 American Advocates

In the death of Akai Gurley, there were two victims

East Side Access wastes time and money 
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

T
alented, widely ac-
claimed and prolific ac-
tor and director John Mi-
chael Turturro was born 

in Brooklyn on Feb. 28, 1957. 
Appearing in over 60 films, 
Turturro has worked with 
Spike Lee on nine features and 
has acted in four Coen Broth-
ers movies. He comes from a 
family of actors; his brother 
Nicholas starred in the TV 
series “NYPD Blue” and his 
cousin Aida is best known for 
her role as Janice in “The So-
pranos.” The seasoned actor is 
a dual national of the United 

States and Italy and speaks 
fluent Italian. 

When the future Holly-
wood actor was 6 his Italian 
immigrant parents, Kather-
ine and Nicholas, moved the 
family to the Rosedale section 
of Queens. Following high 
school, where the 6-foot-1 Tur-
turro dreamed of becoming a 
basketball player, he earned 
a Theatre Arts degree from 
SUNY-New Paltz and launched 
his film career while studying 
for his MFA at Yale.

Following his appearance 
as an extra in Martin Scors-
ese’s “Raging Bull,” the aspir-
ing actor from Queens won 
an Obie Award for his Off-
Broadway stage portrayal of 
Danny, the dark, violent and 
brooding character in John 

Patrick Shanley’s “Danny and 
the Deep Blue Sea.” In the mid-
1980s, Turturro steadily built 
a resume of bit parts and sup-
porting roles in “The Flamin-
go Kid,” “Desperately Seeking 
Susan,” “The Color of Money” 
and others. 

The young thespian’s ca-
reer began to take off in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s as 
he forged relationships with 
both Spike Lee and the Coen 
Brothers. John Turturro’s 
first Spike Lee film was the 
comedy-drama “Do the Right 
Thing” and his most recent of 
nine collaborations with the 
famed director was the 2008 
World War II epic “Miracle at 
St. Anna.”

Throughout his lengthy ca-
reer, the kid from Queens who 
made it big has embraced com-
edy and drama with a unique 
range of roles with a variety of 
leading directors and co-stars. 
While his collaboration with 
Ethan and Joel Coen in films 
such as “Miller’s Crossing” 
and “The Big Lebowski” are 

considered black comedy, his 
appearances in Adam Sandler 
movies, including the 2008 ac-
tion comedy “You Don’t Mess 
with the Zohan,” are much 
lighter comic entertainment. 
Aside from comedy, Turturro 
memorably displayed a darker, 
sinister side of his acting ver-
satility as intelligence agent 
Ray Brocco in the 2006 Cold 
War spy drama “The Good 
Shepherd.” 

Not limiting his talents to 
stage and the silver screen, in 
1994 he hosted “Saturday Night 
Live,” and in 2004 earned an 
Emmy Award for Outstanding 
Guest Actor – Comedy Series 
for his role in the TV series 
“Monk.” Behind the camera, 
the renowned actor from 
Queens has directed romantic 
comedies “Illuminata,” where 
he also starred alongside his 
wife Katherine Borowitz; and 
“Romance & Cigarettes,” with 
an all-star cast of James Gan-
dolfini, Steve Buscemi, Cristo-
pher Walken and others. Tur-
turro has also been nominated 

and won many awards from 
film organizations such as the 
Screen Actors Guild and the 
Cannes Film Festival.

Reflecting back on four 
decades in which he brought 
to life a dizzying variety of 
characters on stage, screen 
and television, John Turturro 
remarked to an interviewer 
“at the end of the day, your 
job is to keep people awake. 
That’s your job. And then tell 
a story—if people like it, that’s 
what they remember. I’ve 
made movies that people love 
that never won anything, and 
they discovered later on, and 
that’s a joy. That’s what I al-
ways aspire towards. I always 
wanted to make a living doing 
interesting things.”

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

M
an vs. man. Man vs. 
nature. Man vs. him-
self.

These, we learned 
in high-school English, are 
the three great themes in all 
literature. To which we must 
add one more: Man vs. newly 
purchased fancy-schmancy 
dishwasher.

Oh, perhaps there are those 
who would quibble that “The 
Old Man and the Maytag” just 
does not carry the same gravi-
tas as a grizzled grump in a 
boat moping about a marlin. 
(That was the basic plot, right? 
With some metaphors thrown 
in?)

But that’s only because they 
are not sitting in my kitchen 
examining, once again, a 

bunch of strangely slimy plates 
and still-milky glasses that 
just spent the past 90 minutes 
getting the wash of their lives. 
A wash courtesy of our new, 
ergonomic, European-made 
dishwasher with more buttons 
than an old BlackBerry and 
all the cleaning power of a bar 
of Motel 6 soap.

“Read the manual,” said 
my husband when I called him 
at work to complain that the 
dishes looked as if they’d been 
licked by a camel with a cold.

Read the manual? Perhaps 
he’d like me to perform a dou-
ble cornea transplant while 
I’m at it. Maybe I can pop over 
to Afghanistan and hammer 
out some kind “Evening of 
Healing Songs and Stories” 
with the Taliban, too. Did I 
mention the manual for this 
machine is 55 pages long and 
includes a section on, among 
other things, how to “Delay 
Start” the wash cycle? As if it 
is a NASA launch and there’s 
a funnel cloud headed toward 
Cape Canaveral?

Manuals are great for 

people who read manuals. I 
have a husband and son who 
sit down and actually absorb 
the information, connecting 
the words to the diagrams to 
the real-world thing in front 
of them. They poke and prod, 
and suddenly the thing lights 
up or rings or records a tele-
vision program they then can 
(somehow) play later. Bully for 
them.

The other 98 percent of us 
open randomly to a page, see a 
line like, “Press and hold the 1 
and 3 buttons and at the same 
time turn on the dishwasher 
with the ‘On’ (15) button” and 
wail in there-goes-my-marlin 
despair. Here. You try read-
ing about that “Delay Start” 
feature:

“To delay the start of the 
wash [or NASA launch — 
L.S.], press the 18 button until 
the desired delayed start time 
appears in the time display. 
The delay start is set in one 
hour steps up to nine hours. 
If the Delay Start button is 
pressed after the nine-hour 
mark, the delay start feature 

will be cancelled and must be 
re-selected.”

Copy that, Houston? I mean 
— typing it out, word for word, 
I do get the basic idea: Goof 
in pressing button 18 and you 
have to start again. But that’s 
just one tiny paragraph about 
one tiny button for one ridicu-
lous feature I will never, ever 
use. There are still another 
54-and-a-half pages about all 
these other features — the 
“optic indicator” (the thing 
has eyes?) and the “data plate” 
(calling HAL!), and every-
one’s favorite, the “non-return 
valve.” How I love to curl up 
with a good page or two about 
non-return valves!

The thing is I don’t want 
a dishwasher that requires 
years of study. I don’t want 
anything in my house that 
requires years of study, be it 
my phone, my digital toaster 
(guess which spouse bought 
that?) or my master’s degree. 
I got one of those in less time 
than it is taking me to calm 
down about this stupid non-
washing dishwasher!

And manual!
Update: When the toaster-

buying dishwasher-decider-
in-chief arrived home, he 
thumbed through the 55-page 
marriage destroyer and dis-
covered the problem. I hadn’t 
put in precisely the right 
amount of detergent: two flat 
tablespoons. No more, no less.

How could I have missed 
the “Adding Detergent” in-
structions? There they are, 
just 28 fascinating pages in. 
Right after the marlin eats the 
old man and licks his bones 
clean.

Next time, when I choose 
the dishwasher, I know what 
I’m going to get.

A marlin.

COLUMNS

Success on the silver screen for a son of Queens

A clash between woman and dishwasher
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

n

I don’t want 
a dishwasher 
that requires 

years of study.
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T
he political primary sea-
son has begun with Don-
ald Trump and Bernie 
Sanders emerging as the 

big winners in the New Hamp-
shire presidential primary.

When we look at these vari-
ous campaigns of the presiden-
tial candidates, we see ground 
operations consisting of door-
to-door campaigning and tele-
vision commercials. There are 
mailings sent out and a huge 
amount of telephone calls.

Regarding the two candi-
dates who came in first, there’s 
a lot of enthusiasm and dedica-
tion in their ranks, in addition 
to a well-organized and well-
led campaign organization.

Both winning candidates 
spoke strongly about the is-
sues that interested them. 
If it turns out that Trump 
and Sanders win their party 
nominations, it will be a race 
in which the two candidates 
will have extremely different 
views on every conceivable 
subject. The voters will have a 
choice to make.

In New Hampshire the in-
dependents who are not regis-
tered with either the Republi-
can or Democratic parties can 
vote in either party primary 
by changing their party reg-
istration from independent to 
Republican or Democrat when 
they go to vote. After voting, if 
they choose, they can change 
their registration back to in-
dependent. Here in New York 
State such a precedent is not 
permitted by law. Only regis-
tered members of a political 
party are allowed to vote in 
these primaries. That has al-
ways been the case. By main-

taining party organization in 
this way it encourages voters 
to join a political party and be-
come more active in politics.

The large turnout in New 
Hampshire voting is a pre-
lude to massive turnouts in 
other primary states. This is 
the year of intense political 
interest. It has been said many 
times recently that the Ameri-
can people are angry. They are 
directing their anger at our 
government. The people are 
challenging our government’s 
domestic and foreign policies. 
With either Trump or Sand-
ers they would hope to change 
that.

There is speculation that 
the former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
will run as a third-party can-
didate this fall. There was talk 
of his running four years ago. 
His decision at the last mo-
ment was not to run.

This time he seems more 
serious. He will have to get 

on the ballot in 50 states. In 
Texas 79,939 valid signatures 
are required by May 9 from 
people who have not voted 
in the March 1 primary. In 
California 178,039 signatures 
are required. These numbers 
are difficult to obtain, even 
if Bloomberg spends a billion 
dollars on this project.

Bloomberg has worked in 
both political parties, espe-
cially the Republican Party 
when he was mayor. The Con-
servative Party has strongly 
opposed him.

His candidacy would seem 
to help the Republican candi-
date since Bloomberg favored 
liberal Democratic programs 
in the past. However, a situ-
ation with two major candi-
dates and a third party candi-
date running for president can 
lead to many political develop-
ments. With the money avail-
able to Bloomberg he has to be 
taken seriously.

New Hampshire and Iowa 

have set the tone for the 2016 
presidential campaign. This 
year there will be tremendous 
interest and participation.

One of our readers, Abe 
Fuchs, recently wrote that our 
young people “need more of a 
sense of purpose and direction 
in their personal lives and too 
often lack the training to have 
the good principles to guide 
them to make moral and posi-
tive choices.” He believes that 
public schools should have 
a strong character-develop-
ment program. Fuchs thinks 
this type of education in our 
schools will help to improve 
student performance in aca-
demic studies and personal 
discipline.

It is going to be an active 
year in our national elec-
tions. We can only hope that 
when the election is over, our 
citizens will accept the results 
and move on to improving our 
great nation.

L
ast week, former Police 
Officer Peter Liang was 
convicted of manslaugh-
ter in the shooting death 

of Akai Gurley. The rookie cop 
had his gun drawn while con-
ducting a patrol of NYCHA’s 
Pink Houses in East New York, 
Brooklyn and negligently 
fired into the darkened stair-
well, ricocheting off a wall and 
striking Gurley in the chest. 
In a subsequent press confer-
ence, NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton described Gurley, 
who was in the building to vis-
it his girlfriend, as a “complete 
innocent.”

The prosecution’s case 
detailed Liang’s negligent 
behavior both before and af-
ter the incident and included 
testimony from his partner, 
who was granted immunity 
for his cooperation. Liang and 

his partner waited 20 minutes 
to call for help and the rookie 
cop had texted his union rep-
resentative first, rather than 
administering aid.

Though the grand jury deci-
sion to indict Liang for his role 
in the killing caused grum-
bling across Chinese-Ameri-
can communities in Queens 
and beyond, that discontent 
exploded into outrage at the 
conviction, with thousands of 
protesters converging, last Sat-
urday on Cadman Plaza Park, 
in Brooklyn.  The protesters 
condemned Brooklyn DA Ken-
neth Thompson and declared 
Liang a sacrifice to public an-
ger about white police officers 
killing unarmed black men 
across the country. Protesters 
held signs alleging that there 
were “two victims” and insist-
ed that they, too, wanted justice 
for Akai Gurley, in spite of the 
victim’s family being clearly 
in favor of the verdict.

Queens elected officials 
and candidates for office, both 
current and former, and from 
both parties, joined the cho-
rus, tweeting #asianscapegoat 
and speaking at the rally.  

People’s reasons for joining 

the protest varied, with some 
insisting on Liang’s innocence 
or asserting that he should be 
forgiven for the “accident.”  
Former police officers decried 
the danger of housing projects 
and insisted that they would 
patrol with weapons drawn.  
Others blamed Black Lives 
Matter activists, alleging their 
efforts caused his conviction.

Asian American civil 
rights organizations and activ-
ists that supported the Gurley 
family, such as the Committee 
Against Anti-Asian Violence, 
found themselves the subject 
of threats and condemnation, 
denounced as “race traitors” 
that had declined to support 
“one of their own.”

A few supporters drew ten-
uous links to cases of violence 
and discrimination against 
Chinese Americans, from 
the erroneous prosecution 
of nuclear scientist Wen Ho 
Lee for espionage, to the beat-
ing death of Vincent Chin by 
two white autoworkers. Some 
drew parallels to Danny Chen, 
a private in the US Army from 
Chinatown who committed 
suicide in Afghanistan after 
being bullied and harshly 

disciplined by members of his 
unit. Missing from those asser-
tions, of course, was the fact 
that all persons named, except 
Peter Liang, were victims.

A very clear case has been 
made against Peter Liang for 
his role in killing Akai Gurley. 
His second-degree manslaugh-
ter conviction accounts for the 
accidental but reckless nature 
of the shooting and his actions 
immediately after the inci-
dent, in refusing to administer 
aid, undoubtedly led to his con-
viction. Regardless of whether 
Liang’s conviction is the result 
of increased public awareness 
and outrage over police in-
volved killings does not make 
him a “scapegoat,” but is an 
acknowledgement that Liang 
and officers like him need to be 
held accountable, regardless of 
what has happened in other ju-
risdictions or in the past.

The NYPD must commit 
to improving both practices 
and accountability to prevent 
future tragedies. Both the de-
partment and the mayor’s of-
fice have remained largely si-
lent on the case and have yet to 
reach a consensus on the high-
ly controversial and danger-

ous practice of having rookies 
conduct “vertical patrols” in 
housing projects. At trial, both 
Liang and his partner Shane 
Landau, testified that they had 
received rudimentary fire-
arms training and neither felt 
qualified to perform CPR on 
the dying victim. Whether this 
is true, that any NYPD rook-
ies would exit training with 
this perception needs to be ad-
dressed immediately.  

Lastly, the department must 
be clear on how Liang’s super-
visors will be held accountable 
for putting two rookie officers 
in a situation where they felt 
endangered and panicked. It 
is simply not enough for Com-
missioner Bratton to acknowl-
edge the rift between black 
communities and law enforce-
ment, especially now that the 
Chinese-American communi-
ty feels that it has been pulled 
into this rift.  It should not 
take a federal investigation, 
as it did in the Garner case, to 
move the department to review 
practices and procedures.

Peter Liang faces 15 years 
in prison and will be sentenced 
on April 15.  His defense team 
plans to appeal.

COLUMNS

The action heats up in the presidential contest

Shooting raises questions of accountability

New Voices

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions 
may apply. Rates may be higher based on applicant’s credit worthiness. Rates 
and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. 
For model years 2016-2015, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments 
of $17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2014, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.47 on each $1,000 borrowed 
at 1.85% APR. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Best rate available when combined 

when direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction is utilized as the method of loan 
repayment. Annual percentage rates for auto loans will increase by .50% after 
consummation if automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit is cancelled. Late 
payment fee: $25.00. Membership is required.

R ATES AS LOW AS

1.45%
APR*

Rates apply when purchased through the  
MCU Car Buying Service

Powered By

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

At the Greater Allen AME Church, poet Delicia B. Davis opens the Jamaica Center Business 
Improvement Association's black history breakfast with a verse about racial equality. "We 
need each other for all of us to rise," she said.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Jamaica breakfast 
honors black heroes

Two detectives from the 113th Precinct, Dorrin Ferguson (l) and Tanya Duhaney, were hon-
ored at the berakfast and brought out their boss,  David Barrere (c), commanding officer of 
the Patrol Borough Queens South.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Gregg Bishop, Mayor de Blasio's commis-
sioner of Small Business Services, started 
his career in the media business at Oxygen, 
the cable TV channel, and Vibe, the maga-
zine.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Queens College junior Nigel Barker, an ac-
counting major, speaks about a summer 
spent traveling the American South as the 
start of his passion for black history.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) introduced legislation that 
would reform Miranda rights in New 
York for young people. The bill would 
require police officers to provide a 
plain language description of a juve-
nile defendant’s right to silence before 
being interrogated and their required 
consent before questioning can pro-
ceed.  .

“Miranda rights are worthless 
unless they are understood by the ar-
rested individual,” Gianaris said. “Sta-
tistics make clear too many underage 
New Yorkers are waiving their Con-
stitutional rights because they do not 
comprehend them.”

Gianaris’ office cites recent data 
from the American Bar Association 
that indicates the annual charging of 
more than 115,000 youths with crimi-
nal offenses nationally  poses an even 
greater challenge to Miranda warning 
comprehension. More than one million 
juveniles under the age of 18 are crimi-
nally charged nationwide each year, 
with roughly only 10 percent of juve-
niles found to exercise their Miranda 
rights.

“They’re easily manipulated due to 
their lack of understanding of the pro-
cess and a lack of good legal advice,” 
Gianaris said.

In 2010, the American Bar Asso-
ciation adopted a resolution calling 
for this reform, saying it would ben-
efit young defendants, police and pros-
ecutors. Miranda warnings currently 
vary substantially in length and often 

use language comprehensible only to 
those with a college reading level. Gia-
naris’ proposal creates a standardized, 
short warning using terminology un-
derstandable at an elementary school 
reading level.

Gianaris’ juvenile Miranda reform 
bill follows his most recent criminal 
justice legislation, which would elimi-
nate cash bail in New York state. He 
also proposed an innocence commis-
sion to review and prevent wrongful 
convictions.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 20-year-old purported member of 
the MS 13 gang has pleaded guilty to 
attempted murder and other charges 
in the June 2014 shooting of two teen-
agers whom he believed to be members 
of a rival gang, the Queens district at-
torney said.

“The defendant has admitted to ap-
proaching two teenagers and firing 
a gun at them,” said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. “Both vic-
tims were wounded in the gunplay but 
fortunately survived. This kind of ran-
dom, senseless violence has no place in 
a civilized society.”

The defendant will be sentenced 
next month.

Francisco Lopez of Jamaica ap-
peared Tuesday before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Robert Kohm and 
pleaded guilty to attempted murder, 
assault and criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the DA.

Sentencing was scheduled for 

March 16, at which time the judge in-
dicated he would sentence Lopez to 10 
years on the attempted murder, assault 
and weapon counts.

All of the prison time will run 
concurrently and Lopez will also be 
sentenced to five years of post-release 
supervision.

Brown said that according to the 
charges, Hector Torres, 17, was stand-
ing outside his Jamaica residence with 
Jeremias Otero, 16, and another per-
son at 9:15 p.m. June 8, 2014 when Lopez 
and other unidentified persons walked 
toward them and said “Yo, you Kings?” 
before firing a total of six shots from a 
silver revolver. 

Torres was shot four times in his 
right arm and Otero once at the top of 
his head, the DA said. Both were taken 
to a Queens hospital, where Torres 
spent about two weeks during which 
time he underwent several surgeries 
for a ruptured artery and other in-
juries. Otero required five staples to 
close his wound.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris introduces legis-
lation that would reform Miranda rights for 
juveniles.

Gang member cops plea

New Miranda neededDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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COLD AND FLU 
SEASON IS HERE. 

                                         
WE CAN HELP.

ah -choo“ “

No appointment needed
Insurance accepted

Open 7 Days

dwellfamilydoctors.com Mon - Fri 8am-8pm 
Weekends 9am-5pm

FAMILY DOCTORSDWELL

8989 Union Turnpike
Glendale, NY 11375
718-847-8500
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BY GABRIEL ROM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
introduced a bill last week that would 
prohibit lawmakers convicted of felo-
nies from receiving pensions for the 
time they served after having commit-
ted those crimes.

According to recent opinion polls, 
Avella’s legislation has considerable 
popular backing. 

In a Quinnipiac University poll 
from March 2015, 76 percent of voters 
in New York state agreed that elected 
officials should lose their pensions if 
convicted of a felony.

“Allowing convicted felons to col-
lect five- or six-figure pensions at the 
expense of the state ruins the very in-
tegrity of this legislative body,” Avella 
said in a statement.

In October, Avella introduced a 
bill to ban state legislators from col-
lecting salary and a pension at the 
same time—also known as “double 
dipping”—which officials who are 
at least 65 years old and were elected 
before 1995 are eligible to do. The bill 
was subsequently rejected by the As-
sembly. 

In hope of side-stepping previous 
legislative hurdles, Avella’s bill in-
cludes a provision that would allow 
lawmakers to still collect the pension 
that accrued until the point of their 
committed felony. Calling the provi-
sion a “penalty proportionate to the 

crime,” officials would not be stripped 
of the pension earned while acting in 
full faith of the law. 

“Let this be the year that ethical 
pension reform passes both the Sen-
ate and Assembly,” Avella said. “Let 
this be the year that we as lawmakers 
prove that we can hold ourselves and 
our colleagues to a high standard and 
not allow those have acted with impro-
priety to continue to benefit off the tax-
payer,”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has also ex-
pressed support for a constitutional 
amendment that would strip pensions 
from elected officials convicted of offi-
cial misconduct. The governor said it 
adds “insult to injury” that taxpayers 
are forced to pay for pensions for elect-
ed officials convicted of corruption, 
including those of former Senate Ma-
jority Leader Dean Skelos and  former 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. Ske-
los’ annual state pensions is $95,831, 
while Silver’s is  $79,222 respectively.

“My bill, which is part of my ethics 
reform package, fixes this oversight 
and I think very fairly draws a line in 
the sand: If you’ve committed a felony, 
the pension which you have accumu-
lated since you’ve broken the law be-
comes forfeit,” Avella concluded. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella hopes his bill that would eliminate certain pensions for con-
victed ex-lawmakers will pass both the state Senate and Assembly in 2016. 

Photo by Mike Groll/AP

Bill to cut pensions  
for crooked electeds

Magnesium 
RS Swivel
Reg. $599.99

NOW ONLY

$499.99
save $100
7year Limited warranty and 
5 Free Tune-ups ($350 Value)

Red Axis
Swivel

Reg. $399.99

NOW ONLY

$299.99
save $100

3year Limited warranty and 
2 Free Tune-ups ($140 Value)

6 Month
Interest Free

Financing
Available

ORECK
Clean 
Made
Easy

FREE
SHIPPING
To Tri-State Area

on all orders 
over 
$100

Reg. $399.99

NOW ONLY

$299.99
save $100

Vacuum
Inner Bags

NOW

20% OFF
Excludes Miele Bags

Exclusive
Canister 
Vacuum

Reg. $379.99

NOW ONLY

$329.99
save $50

7 year Motor and
1 year over Warranty

Compact 
Canister
Cc 1600 with 
HEPA Filtration
reg. $149

NOW ONLY

$119.99
save $30
3 Year limited Warranty

Heat Smart
“Victory”
Space Heater
Beautiful Solid Oak Cabinet

We sell, Service and Have Parts for Oreck 
and Miele Products and Fix all Brands Factory Store

Glen Cove Road & Westbury Ave. 
Carles Place, NY

516-873-6732
Open Sunday 11am- 5pm

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

$53.95 Per Person Plus Tax For Adults   |   $25 Per Person Plus Tax for Kids (10 yrs old & younger)

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  MARCH 27,  2016   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM,  3PM & 5PM 

Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, Soppressata,  
Fire Roasted Peppers, Pepperoncino, Fresh Mozzarella & Vine 

Ripe Tomatoes, Parmigiano Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, 
Mediterranean Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes,  

Seasonal Grilled Vegetables W/Tomato Bruschetta, & Pasta salad.

Rosemary Roasted Leg Of Lamb W/ Mint Balsamic Glaze,  
Smoked Ham W/ Pineapple Chutney 

Chicken Florentine Breaded Chicken Breast Stuffed W/ Spinach  
& Boursin Herb Cheese & Demi Glaze, Fried Calamari W/ Marinara 

Sauce, Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta, Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro 
Sauce, Stuffed Seabass W/Crabmeat Stuffing & Lemon Bur Blanc 

Sauce, Eggplant Rollatini In Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce,  
Mashed Potato Bar W/Sour Cream, Cheese, Bacon Bits, Roasted 

Corn, & Onion Straws, Roasted Spring Vegetables & Salad Bar

CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363
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Boxing fans get ringside seats in Bayside

Begun in 1928 by the sports editor of the Daily News, the Golden Gloves 
tournament has given Muhammad Ali, Mike Tyson, Evander Holyfield and 
Oscar De La Hoya their starts.

The referee raises Michael Passade's hand (r) after he won his 165-pound, novice-class fight by TKO in the sec-
ond round. 

The timekeeper at ringside signals the beginning and end of each two-minute round with a hammer blow to a 
steel bell.  

Fighters in a 132-pound class bout get last-minute instructions from the 
referee before the first round. The bouts are all three rounds.  

Marlon Espinosa of the Eastern Queens Boxing Club is congratulated by 
a supporter after winning what the judges called the bout of the night in 
a 2-1 decision over Antonio Germain of Atlas Cops N Kids. 

At the Golden Gloves tournament, which brought a 10-bout card to the Holy Cross High School in Bayside last 
Friday,  Christopher Ellis (in gold) of the Atlas Cops N Kids club had Promison Joseph of the Westbury Boxing 
Club pinned on the ropes.  

Photos by Michael Shain
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Admission Free 
However we urge you to bring canned 

food for the
City Council Member, 

Costa Constantinides Food Drive.
We will collect all donations at the door.

Please help those in need by giving generously.
St. Michael’s is proud to feature

two upcoming talented artists who have been 
recognized for their accomplishments; 

Olga Turkina, violin and Philipp Petkov, piano.
For further information contact Ed Horn.

EVERYONE IS INVITED

SATURDAY, 
FEB. 27TH AT 3PM
ST. MICHAEL’S WILL HOST A

Concert of Classics
FEATURING MUSIC BY

St. Michael’s 
Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Tel: 718.278.3240

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has announced his 
opposition to the city proposal 
to rezone Flushing West based 
on poor No. 7 service and pol-
lution in Flushing Creek.

The Flushing West plan 
would clean up and rezone 60 
acres on the Flushing water-
front and form a planned com-
munity with waterfront access 
and housing and commercial 
space.

The 32-acre study area 
runs from Prince Street to 
Flushing Creek on the west, 
Roosevelt Avenue on the south 
and Northern Boulevard on 
the north.

Avella recently met with 
the City Planning Department 
to share his recommendations 
and concerns. 

He outlined his sugges-
tions and issues in a letter to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and City 
Planning Commissioner Carl 
Weisbrod in a letter dated Feb. 
19, noting that he would revisit 

the proposal once they are ad-
dressed. 

He said the plan is based on 
a “wrong premise” because the 
proposed development is close 
to the 7 train line, a major trans-
portation route that has fre-
quent delays and cannot handle 
the number of trains and people 
it currently services. 

“This whole proposal 
doesn’t work because it’s 
based upon the subway line,” 
Avella said. “I’ve had people 
tell me that at rush hour, it is 
very dangerous to stand on 
the platform because there’s 
no square inch for anyone to 
stand (on).” 

He added that he has writ-
ten to the MTA asking the 
agency if it has conducted a 
strategic study evaluating fac-
tors such as the train’s maxi-
mum capacity. 

“I mean, nobody’s looking at 
this,” he said. “These are some 
very serious planning issues 
that nobody seems to be pay-
ing attention to in the city.”  

Three-quarters of the 

study area is zoned C4-2 for a 
commercial and residential 
zone. The northern part of the 
study has M1-1 zoning, or light 
manufacturing. The northern 
part along the waterfront is 
zoned M3-1, or heavier manu-
facturing.

Avella also said Flushing 
Creek needs to be cleaned up. 

“At low tide, you smell it, so 
I think that they should clean 

it up before we start talking 
about putting affordable hous-
ing and low-income housing 
there and having to subject 
them to a continuous odor,” he 
said. 

The senator said he wants 
to wait and see the results of 
projects seeking to improve 
Flushing Bay, including the 
dredging project removing 
sediment in the bay, which 

was recently completed. 
He also suggested that the 

area median income be re-
vised based on zip code, that 
the number of parking spots 
should be at least half of the 
number of units in the devel-
opment  and that language 
must be drafted that states 
the property is developer-built 
and the city is responsible for 
maintaining public access. 

He added that whatever 
plan is approved, the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals should be strictly prohib-
ited from changing the details 
after the fact. 

A City Planning spokes-
man said the agency will work 
with Avella to address his con-
cerns.

“We look forward to work-
ing with Sen. Avella and other 
community stakeholders and 
officials to develop a plan that 
addresses Flushing’s needs 
and supports its quality of 
life, vitality and diversity,” the 
spokesman said.

A schematic view of the proposed Flushing West waterfront redevelop-
ment project.  Photo courtesy of City Planning

Avella objects to Flushing West rezoning plan
Pol highlights problems such as proximity to 7 train and creek cleanup in proposal 

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Transportation fee may apply. See dealer for details. Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. (1) For qualifi ed buyers only, 

fi nancing is subject to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. (2) On select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. See dealer for complete details. Offer exp. 3 days after pub.  DMV#7102098, NYC DCA Lic. #1272205

233-20 Northern Blvd, Little Neck, NY 11363 
(718) 225-6666
Showroom Hours M-F 9-8, SAT 9-6, SUN 12-4

Largest Luxury Vehicle Selection
in the Tri-State Area

AutoGalleryQueensNY.com

Stk# 240185, 8 Cyl, Auto, 44,998 mi

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover Sport HSE
Now only $30,480

Stk# 784581, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Sunroof, Heated Seats, Rear Camera, 
52,726 mi. Text DL784581 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 
X6 AWD xDrive35i
Now only $37,500

Stk# 465636, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, 58,913 mi. Text 
DJ465636 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 3 Series 
335i xDrive AWD
Now only $29,750

Stk# 347714, 8 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, 21 Tire and Rim, 60,700 
mi. Text 7R347714 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2007 Cadillac 
Escalade AWD
Now only $23,700

Stk# 005554, 4 Cyl, Auto, 5,222 mi 
Text GM005554 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2016 Volkswagen 
Golf GTI S
Now only $20,480

Stk# 774077, 8 Cyl, Auto, 89,977 mi. 
Text CA774077 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 Mercedes-Benz 
GL-Class GL550
Now only $34,980

Stk# 498071, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
93,870 mi. Text 9A498071 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class 3.5L
Now only $14,997

Stk# 562881, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
84,375 mi. Text AA562881 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class ML350
Now only $19,750

Stk# 944174, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Backup Camera, 
35,559 mi. Text DF944174 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class Cpe C350
Now only $23,995

Stk# 006622, 4 Cyl, Auto, Hid Headlights, Heated Seats, Spoiler, 
30,006 mi. Text DL006622 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Subaru 
Impreza WRX STI
Now only $27,995

Stk# 403827, V6 Cyl, Manuel, 17,900 mi. 
Text 9M403827 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
370Z Coupe
Now only $17,900

Stk# 801385, V6 Cyl, Auto, Cold Weather Package, Navigation, Back Up Cam-
era, 56,808 mi. Text BC801385 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2011 Nissan 
Maxima 3.5 SV
Now only $14,997

Stk# 114629, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Back Up Camera, Heated Seats, 
87,646 mi. Text 9W114629 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
Murano LE AWD
Now only $15,995

Stk# 086372, 4 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, Bluetooth, Uber Ready, 
18,638 mi. Text FU086372 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2015 Toyota 
Camry 4C SE
Now only $17,450

Stk# 328188, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Pwr Sunroof, Heated Seats, 
89,091 mi. Text AA328188 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover HSE
Now only $25,995

Stk# 422190, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Panoramic Roof, 
77,175 mi. Text CL422190 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 BMW 
X5 AWD 50i
Now only $23,995

Stk# 545219, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
48,353 mi. Text DC545219 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee Limited
Now only $25,995

Stk# Y35711, 8 Cyl, Auto, 72,177 mi
Text ACY35711 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 BMW 
7 Series 750i
Now only $29,980

Qualifying
 Vehicles
Have a

3 Yr Warranty 
Available

Stk# K14522, 8 cyl, Auto, Merino leather w/ heads up display, 
53,300 mi. Text CLK14522 to 96300 for special offers on this 
vehicle!

2012 BMW X6 M AWD
Now only $45,999

Stk# 349787, 8 cyl, Auto, Navigation, 72,357 mi. 
Text BA349787 to 96300 for special offers on 
this vehicle!

2011 Land Rover Range Rover HSE
Now only $29,780

Stk# A60367, 8 Cyl, Auto, Black Edition, Navigation, Heated 
Seats, Bluetooth, 53,111 mi. Text ALA60367 to 96300 for 
special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Porsche Cayenne GTS AWD
Now only $37,500
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995 $10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

NEVER GET STUCK IN THE SNOW AGAIN! MAJOR WORL
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

That famous groundhog, 
Puxatawney Phil, has predict-
ed an early spring. 

If you’re a parent, you’re 
probably already thinking 
about how your kids will be 
spending the summer.  

And, while there’s no cure 
for the summertime blues, day 
camp may be a great option for 
your often bored child. 

When you start sifting 
through the plethora of fun-
filled, affordable summer pro-
gram offerings available right 
here in Queens, you’ll discover 
that they are as diverse as the 

families who live here. 
General outdoor adventure 

camps abound, but if you’re 
looking for a different kind 
of summer experience for ju-
nior, you should check out the 
borough’s unique specialty en-
richment programs. 

Offering exciting activities 
for all ages, they are designed 
to enrich, stimulate and en-
courage campers to reach for 
their potential.

While immersing them-
selves in their chosen special-
ty for a week, a month, or the 
whole summer, your child can 
create with art and theater pro-
grams. Budding Lady Gagas or 

Justin Biebers can try their 
hands at music camps. And 
young scientists and engineers 
get to explore the world around 
them through STEM — sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
math — activities. 

These programs provide op-
portunities for younger kids, 
tweens and teens to learn new 
skills or hone special abilities 
that will help prepare them 
for good schools and future ca-
reers in a highly competitive 
world. 

Summer workshops in ro-
botics, science and/or tech-
nology allow future engineers 
and researchers to learn amaz-

ing things far beyond the level 
taught in school — all while 
having fun.

Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.’s director of mar-
keting and tourism, Rob Mac-
Kay, weighed in about his own 
family’s “great” camp experi-
ences. His daughter Sarika, 
12, has participated in Skudin 
Surf Camp for the past four 
years. 

“It’s not easy to get to the 
Rockaways every morning to 
drop her off, but it is worth it. 
The entire experience has been 
wonderful for her,” he said. 
“She meets people and makes 
friends. She learns a sport that 

she can do for the rest of her 
life. And she has a great time. 
In fact, her California cousins 
came to visit last year, and 
they joined the camp. It was 
very funny to think that they 
left the West Coast to learn 
how to surf in New York City.”

And for the past five years, 
daughter Asha, 14, has gone 
to Hudson Community Sail-
ing, a sailing camp located on 
the Midtown Manhattan piers 
on the Hudson River. MacKay 
said she learns about boats, 
knots, and maritime life. Plus, 
she meets great people. 

“It’s kind of crazy. She 

Campers at last summer’s camp at JEI Learning Center experiment with baking soda and vinegar to make their own volcanos as part of the Science and Engineering program. 
Photo courtesy JEI Learning Center

Summer can be learning adventure
Explore the great outdoors, build robots or learn how to surf without leaving Queens

Continued on Page 32

CAMP
GUIDE
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Queens Borough presi-
dent and mother of two, Melin-
da Katz, recently talked about 
the benefits of going to camp. 

Besides the experience of 
socialization that happens at 
these places, Katz said camp 
provides children with a little 
independence, albeit under the 
watchful eyes of counselors. 

Going to camp also exposes 
kids to important life lessons 
like how to deal with people 
who are very different from 
themselves, the importance 
of working together and team-
work and even how to be a gra-
cious winner and good sport. 

“But you need to structure 
a camp toward the child’s 
needs,” Katz, a seasoned camp-
er herself, said. “If a child likes 
sports more and you send them 
to an arts and crafts camp, it’s 
going to be a miserable sum-
mer. Teaching birds how to 
swim just doesn’t work. Every 
child is a different person; it’s 
not a one size fits all.”

Good specialty camp pro-
grams are designed to spark 
learning and nurture kids’ 
creative core, while improving 
and reinforcing their critical 
thinking and communication 
skills as they deal with life’s 
challenges. 

Located at the Central 
Queens YM & YWHA in For-
est Hills, The Butler Center for 
Youth with Disabilities offers 
programs to meet the social, 
emotional, educational, and 
recreational needs of children 
with autism spectrum disor-
ders and other disabilities. 

“This year, the center was 
excited to start a number of 
new programs. Besides the 
basketball, soccer, and work 
it out club, which have been 
running for about four years 
now, the center started a bak-
ing club, an animal explorers 
club and will be starting kara-
te and yoga clubs this spring,” 
Programs Director Charlotte 
Barrett, LMSW, said. “The 
center also has monthly Sun-
day Funday events, including 
Music for Autism, a science 
experiment day and a planting 
day. Each child is paired with 
a buddy who provides one-on-
one coaching and assistance.” 

This summer, the center 
plans on continuing their eve-
ning sports programs for chil-

dren ages 5-12. 
Camp Highlight accepts 

children of LGBTQ parents 
and focuses on team-building, 
recreational activities and na-
ture education.

Even though it’s located in 
southeastern Pennsylvania, 
the camp has a Queens’ con-
nection in co-founder Chris 
Hudson of Astoria. 

“Our program is a recre-
ational one with a focus on 
virtues necessary for leading 
a positive life: respect, respon-
sibility, acceptance and coop-
eration,” Hudson said.  “Camp 
Highlight is a unique opportu-
nity for children from LGBT 
families to meet and grow 
with other kids from families 
just like theirs.”

Hudson and Jackie McGow-
an of Brooklyn said they start-
ed Highlight in 2011 to be a 
positive response to many neg-
ative media attacks on LGBT 
families. 

Experienced counselors 
and staff encourage campers 
(ages 8-15) to develop social 
skills and leadership abilities 
in a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment. 

There are even some won-
derful summer programs 
which carry over from the pre-
vious school year.

Since 2006, Center for the 
Integration and Advancement 
of New Americans in the heart 

of Astoria, has been helping 
new immigrant families and 
children succeed. 

“We recognize the language 
and cultural difficulties that 
immigrant families face. We 
know that every parent wants 

their child to succeed, and un-
derstand the overwhelming 
difficulties that the children 
face in and out of school as 
they cope alone,” founder and 
CEO Emira Habiby Browne 
said. “To fill this gap, we are 

providing after-school pro-
grams to help with homework, 
build children’s literacy skills, 
and create opportunities for 
youth to explore their inter-
ests and creativity in a safe 
and welcoming environment, 
instilling a sense of pride as 
they gain the self-confidence 
and motivation to succeed.”

CIANA offers two pro-
grams with the similar goal to 
foster youngsters’ academic, 
social, emotional, and physi-
cal well-being, and to engage 
parents in their children’s 
education and development. 
Both will continue through 
the summer.

Parents and camp directors 
seem to agree on the impor-
tance of summer camp. One 
huge benefit: Kids and teens 
will actually unplug from 
their devices and engage with 
real people and real activities, 
as they enjoy new experiences, 
challenges and friendships.  

Katz said her sons, Carter, 7 
and Hunter, 4, will be going to 
day camps this summer – one 
in the borough and the other 
one on Long Island. 

“They swim, learn sports; 
get out in the fresh air. I have 
no idea what I’m going to do 
when my kids get older and 
they say they want to go to 
sleep-away camp, but we’ll 
see,” she said. “It’s also a great 
thing that city parks have the 
sprinklers going after Memo-
rial Day. For kids who don’t go 
to camp, it’s a place where a lot 
of kids go to socialize.”

Other Queens day camps 
that offer specialized pro-
grams include:

The Summer of Arts & 
Sports Camp Program at the 
Central Queens Y is open to 
children ages 5-11.

This on-site camp offers 
educational enrichment, art, 
music, dance and drama. Spe-
cialists provide each child 
with the tools to discover and 
create. Campers also enjoy 
sports, gymnastics, yoga, fit-
ness games and swimming on 
assigned weeks throughout 
the summer season. Full day, 
half day, full season or weekly 
programs are available.

Queens College Summer 
Camp offers a variety of aca-
demics and programs for you 
to select that will best suit 
your child’s personality. 

Children ages 8 to 15 from LGBTQ families spend time at Camp Highlight, which was co-founded by Astoria resi-
dent Chris Hudson.  Photo courtesy Camp Highlight

Unique kids need different experiences

Counselors offer swimming lessons to campers at 
the Queens College Summer Camp, held on the campus.  

Photo courtesy Queens College Knights

Continued on Page 32

CAMPGUIDE
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CAMP

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
MARCH 13TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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St. Agnes Academic High School
718-353-6276    13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

SUMMER CAMPS

Girls & Boys Grades 6th - 8th $80
9:30am - 11:00am
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to 
dissect a frog? Or maybe what our cells look like under 
a microscope? If so, then this summer science camp is 
for you! 

Girls & Boys 
Entering 8th Grade  
$250
9:00am - 11:00am
Prepare for the Test for 
Admission to Catholic 
High School! Practice 
mathematics, language, 
and reading questions 
with St. Agnes teachers.

Girls grades 1st-5th 
$80
9:00am - 11:00am
Become a cheerleader! 
Learn how to cheer, 
dance, and use pom 
poms! All cheerleaders 
will recieve a camp t-shirt 
and a snack.

TACHS
CourseAugust  8th - 11th

Science Camp

Cheer Camp Dance Camp

July 11th - 14th

Girls Grades 5th-8th 
$80
9:00am - 11:00am
Learn hip hop, jazz, and 
ballet in our state of 
the art dance studio! All 
dancers will receive a 
t-shirt and a snack.

Acrylic 
Painting

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 

Boys & Girls 
Grades 6th - 7th $160
11:30am - 1:00pm 
Experience acrylic 
painting. You will create 
two wonderful paintings 
using step by step 
methods. Beginning 
as well as advanced 
students are all welcome.

$160 
Girls & Boys Grades 3rd - 5th 9:30am -11:00 am   
Grades 6th - 8th  11:30am - 1:00pm 
An art enrichment program focused on promoting 
artistic expression. Classes will include basic drawing 
skills. Projects using mediums such as paint and clay.

DIY  Arts & Crafts
August 1st - 4th   August 8th -11th 

Registration forms found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st

Girls & Boys Grades 
6th- 8th 
$80
9:00am - 11:00am
Learn the basics of 
computer design and 
have fun with digital art.

Graphic 
Design

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th August  1st - 4th

August  8th - 11th

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

No matter where you send your chil-
dren this summer, it is important to get 
them enrolled in some type of structured 
program, even if it is only for a week or 
two. 

Boredom is never a good thing, nor 
are idle hands, especially when it comes 
to tweens and teens, who sometimes 
make poor choices when they have too 
much free time.

And if your young student has a 
budding interest in understanding how 
things work, there are plenty of science-
related camps and programs in Queens 
to explore.

This summer, your kids can learn 
how engineers work at one of RoboMind-
Tech’s Lego Robotics classes. 

This educational camp allows them 
to channel their creative energy into 
fun, science and robotics activities that 
teach important concepts. 

Designed to inspire young minds, 
award-winning RoboMindTech Science 
& Technology Learning Center in Fresh 
Meadows combines robotics, video 
game-making, modeling and creative 
play into a one-of-a-kind curriculum. 

Campers will take part in action-

packed challenges and participate in 
science explorations, learn how to build 
bridges; even robotize a space shuttle 

“We use Lego parts and other materi-
als to inspire and engage kids and show 
them how to build machines,” founder 
Dennis Chan said. 

The former engineer and technologist 
believes there is a middle path where the 
balance of science discipline and fun can 
be achieved. He has created a team of 

coaches to mentor children with a keen 
interest in robotics development.

“We use projects to teach modeling 
with Legos,” Chan said. “We just had a 
Star Wars winter camp, where kids mod-
eled R2D2 robots.”

The Star Wars program and more 
will be offered during the weekly sum-
mer camp — starting after July 4 and 
running through the third week of Au-
gust. 

Many Queens families are seeking 
quality camp programs that provide 
more than the usual traditional activi-
ties, so their kids can keep learning and 
growing all summer long. 

But if camp isn’t an option, keep in 
mind that Queens is chock full of in-
teresting things to do and places to ex-
plore. 

Budding scientists, their families 
and friends will get a kick watching 
cells crawl aboard New York City’s cool-
est bus this summer. BioBus is a hands-
on biology lab on wheels and it is a free, 
camp-alternative way for kids to spend 
fun quality time learning about their 
environment. 

For the fourth consecutive year, the 
BioBus will spend part of the summer 
parked at the New York Hall of Science 
in Corona. 

All museum-goers will get the chance 
to experience activities that foster scien-
tific creativity and emphasize the joy of 
discovery.

“Our purpose is to teach people what 
cells are, what they really look like, and 
how they move,” said founder and edu-
cational director Ben Dubin-Thaler, who 

The BioBus is a biology lab on wheels that gives children the opportunity to perform exper-
iments using the latest in technologies. It will be back at the New York Hall of Science this 
summer. Photo courtesy Nathan Marcus

Curious kids can explore at camp
CAMPGUIDE

Continued on Page 32
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CAMP

Summer Evening Dance Classes

718-746-IMNY (4669) 

Voted #1 since 2011

Summer Performing Arts Camp

Summer Evening Dance Classes

Registration Hours

Summer Dance Intensive

Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 29th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or 4 week enrollment available
7 years old to Teens / Novice to Advance

Full Day -or- Half Day
*FREE t-shirt for all camp students

Tuesday through Thursday 

July 7th through July 28th from 4pm to 9pm

Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 29th
Professional training program only for intermediate to advanced dancers who are looking to 
challenge themselves technically, physically, emotionally and artistically by daily master level 

instructors in a wide range of styles in preparation for auditions and their 
transition into the real dance world.

SUMMER REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 11TH

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

M-F 4pm to 8pm & Sat 10am to 2:30pm
Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Musical Theater

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility ~ Improvisation 

Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes ~ All Boys Classes 

Adult Classes ~ Drama & Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons

 Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
Auditions held in early June (contact the studio for further info)
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Parents should check out 
the excellent sports and educa-
tion program, along with its 
new theater program, dance 
academy and computer class-
es, beginning June 29 through 
Aug. 23. 

Early bird discounts will be 
extended until its next Open 
House planned for Feb. 28.

For more information on 
any of these program:

The Bulter Center for 

Youth with Disablitites

Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills

Contact: Charlotte Barrett 
at (718) 268-5011 

Camp Highlight

Contact: (646) 535-2267
Webite: www.camphigh-

light.com

Center for the Integra-

tion and Advancement of 

New Americans    
31-09 Newtown Ave., Suite 

411, Astoria 

Contact: (718) 545-4040 or 
(646) 298-4004

Website: www.cianainc.org

The Summer of Arts & 

Sports Camp Program

Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills

Contact: Dale Stark, camp 
director, (718) 268-5011, ext. 501 
or Danielle Berman, camp reg-
istrar at ext. 5

Queens College Summer 

Camp

65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flush-
ing

Specialized
Continued  from Page 29

takes the No. 7 train from our 
Sunnyside neighborhood into 
Manhattan and then walks 
to the pier. Who needs the 
Hamptons? The best boating 
is in NYC,” he quipped.

Good camps provide posi-
tive environments where 
kids can improve their social 
and team skills, find indepen-
dence, build self-esteem and 
resilience, and rediscover 
their creative powers.

So, if you want your young-
sters to express their creative 
selves through activities that 
stimulate and challenge their 
brains, you should sit down 
with them and explore their 
interests. Then choose a sum-
mer program they like. 

Here’s a sampling:
JEI Learning Center in 

Glen Oaks is a high-quality 
camp experience that will 
spark their curiosity about 
science and engineering. 

Campers build catapults 
using rubber bands and pop-
sicle sticks; bake s’mores in a 
solar oven; make a homemade 
volcano; design their own zip 

line; even chart the phases of 
the moon, and more. These 
are just a handful of amazing 
things your kids will create 
and explore at JEI’s innova-
tive, multi-faceted summer 
academy program for grades 
Pre-K – 9.

“Kids will learn about 
engineering by using tools 
and materials they pick up in 
dollar stores. For instance, 
by using gumdrops, they’ll 
learn how buildings are 
built,” director Sandra Mui 
explained.

JEI caters to the Asian 
community and beyond and 
kids learn within a small 
setting: six students to one 
instructor. Mui said for 
outdoor fun, campers are 
taken to nearby school play-
grounds.

The seven-week, full day 
program – July 6 through 
Aug. 19 – offers all STEM-
related projects.

Parents can choose a two- 
or three-week program, as 
well.

JEI Learning Center is 
at 256-10 Union Turnpike in 
Glen Oaks, (718) 347-3138 / jei-
floralpark.com.

Adventure
Continued  from Page 27

received his Ph.D. in biological 
sciences from Columbia Univer-
sity, where he has earned nu-
merous awards and honors for 
both his teaching and research.

Traveling to schools, com-
munity centers and museums, 
the BioBus has spent 150 days 
in Queens, giving 24,000 stu-
dents the chance to experience 
the excitement of scientific dis-
covery using cutting-edge mi-

croscopes, alongside research 
scientists. 

Students can save digital im-
ages and movies of their discov-
eries for further study.

“I believe the next scientific 
revolution can be sparked by 
inspiring and nurturing a new 
generation of Queens scientists 
that can tackle New York City’s 
and the world’s most pressing 
problems, from urban environ-
mental renewal to new sources 
of renewable energy,” Dubin-
Thaler said. “I am currently 
working with dozens of schools, 

as well as the Variety Boys and 
Girls Club of Queens and the 
New York Hall of Science, to 
ensure every student in Queens 
has the opportunity to reach 
their full scientific potential.”

For dates and times, check 
out NYSCI’s events calendar 
closer to summer at nysci.org/
event/

RoboMindTech Science & 
Technology Learning Center, at 
185-10A Union Turnpike in Fresh 
Meadows, (718) 264 7626 (ROBO) 
/ www.robomindtech.com

Curious
Continued  from Page 30
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Tricia Campo, Early Childhood Director
TCampo@sfy.org
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CAMP

Summer
Day Camp

Aviator Sports and Events Center
3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

To take a virtual tour of our facility, visit: AviatorSports.com/virtual-tour

New for 2016:
• Air Conditioned buses with corner pick up
• Age-appropriate divisions with new programming
   and activities taught by specialists
• Extended base time of 9am - 5pm
• High staff-to-camper ratio
• Menus

Call Jason at (718) 758-7510 to register or to learn more!

Your kids will thank you!

Upcoming Open House
Saturday, March 12 2016 from 11am-4pm

At each event, win great prizes and discounts for summer camp!

Want your kids to LOVE summer camp?
Camp is all about making memories, having fun, and staying 
active. Our adventures include activities that will help campers 
develop leadership qualities, self- confidence, moral character, 
vital social skills, healthy living habits as well as knowledge of 
their environment, culture, the arts, and many sports.
We have two pools and and indoor and outdoor space, so 
every day is fun regardless of weather! 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

LD SUV CENTER! OVER 700 SUV’S IN OUR INVENTORY!
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

43

1

65

2 At the VEX Robotics Qualifier, hosted by Vaughn College 
in East Elmhurst, high school teams warm up for the 
battle of the 'bots.  Courtesy of Vaughn College

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng is the first questioner at an unusual Congressional hearing held in Queens, highlighting govern-
ment support for small-business exports, at the Bramson ORT College in Forest Hills.   Photo by Michael Shain

Assistant Chief Diana Pizzuti, commanding officer of 
Patrol Borough Queens North, dons a chef's toque at 
the Queens Centers for Progress Evening of Fine Food 
fund-raiser at the Terrace on the Park. She was one of 
the honorees  Photo by Michael Shain 

Community Affairs Officer Lamont Anderson puts his young drill teams through their paces at the Police Athletic 
League Tournament of Champions, which drew 500 youngsters to the PAL Edward Byrne Center in Jamaica 

Photo by Michael Shain.

First-day covers of the new postage stamp honoring Lunar New Year were selling 
briskly at the Flushing Town Hall holiday bazaar.  Photo by Michael Shain

Even at the Lunar New Year Bazaar at Flushing Town Hall, politics is never far away. 
Youngsters show their enthusiasm with signs —including one that expresses support 
for the Hakka ethnic minority of Taiwan and southern China.    Photo by Michael Shain 
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Queens Locations
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37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
������	�����	��
����
���	�������
�
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
�����	��
	����
�����������
�
���
�����������������������
���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
����������
�������	���������


Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
������	
������
�������
���
	�����������
�����������
• Home Health Aid
���!"�#�$%���
�
��
����'���
����
���*����������+��
�����
• Experienced instructors
��,
���������	����
�����

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

Upon making the transition to a new 
job or retiring, many people are unsure 
about what to do with their 401(k) or other 
retirement plans linked to their employer. 
Handling this transition can be costly, 
and many men and women might benefit 
from the advice of a professional financial 
advisor to help them navigate these waters 
without breaking the bank.

Some men and women may think 
they’re forced to cash out their retirement 
accounts when moving on to new compa-
nies. But, depending on a person’s age, 
that’s a potentially costly option that can 
incur heavy penalties. Fortunately, cash-
ing out is not the only option men and 
women have as they try to figure out what 

to do with their retirement accounts after 
retiring or moving on to new companies.

Keep the money with your
former employer

Some employers allow former employ-
ers to keep their retirement savings in 
their plans. This allows men and women 
to avoid early withdrawal penalties and 
lets them continue to defer paying taxes 
on retirement savings accounts until they 
reach retirement age and need to start 
withdrawing money. Another benefit to 
keeping money in an employer retirement 
plan even after you leave the company is 
it protects you if there are rollover restric-
tions governing any additional accounts 
you might have transferred the money 

into.
Employers who do allow former em-

ployees to keep their money in retirement 
plans likely included certain language in 
those plans that govern how the account 
is managed after employees leave the com-
pany. For example, former employees may 
no longer be able to contribute to the plan 
or take out plan loans. In addition, when 
the time comes to withdraw money, you 
may or may not be allowed to make partial 
withdrawals from accounts linked to for-
mer employers. Read the fine print to de-
termine if keeping the plan with a former 
employer makes the most sense for you.

Rollover into your new
employer’s retirement plan

Some people have the option to roll-
over a 401(k) from a previous employer 

into their new employer’s plan. But not all 
companies allow this. If you are allowed 
to do so, this can make the transition that 
much easier while still allowing tax-de-
ferred growth on your assets. In addition, 
if you can rollover into your new employ-
er’s plan, you may be allowed to take out 
loans based on the amount of your com-
bined plan instead of just loans against 
new contributions. Rollover and plan loan 
eligibility should be confirmed with your 
new employer.

Before rolling over money into your 
new employer’s plan, confirm your invest-
ment options under the new plan. If they 
pale in comparison to an IRA, you might 
want to rollover your retirement assets 
into an IRA that offers more investment 
options.

How to handle an old 401
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Fire Department hands out free smoke detectors at a 
112th Pct. community meeting in Forest Hills.  

Instagram

State Sen. Leroy Comrie meets with constituents in Albany 
at the annual Legislative Conference of Black and Puerto 
Rican Legislators.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Assemblywoman Vivian Cook (r.) served food at her Albany 
Caucus meetings with constituents from her Jamaica dis-
trict.  Photo by Nat Valentine

A popular federal program allows a pathway to citizenship for foreign visa holders who enlist in the military.  
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (first row, c) attends an Army information session on the program in Bayside.  

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An education non-profit 
that advocates for New York 
City charter schools is accus-
ing Mayor Bill de Blasio of 
fudging the numbers on safe-
ty in New York City’s public 
schools.

Parents and community 
leaders joined representatives 
from Families for Excellent 
Schools on the steps of City 
Hall last week to tout the re-
lease of the organization’s new 
report on violence in the city’s 
public schools and bemoan 
what they say is a failure on 
the part of the de Blasio ad-
ministration to curtail that 
violence. 

In the mayor’s 2016 State of 
the City address, he boasted 
that crime in city schools had 
dropped 29 percent since 2011-
2012. However, 2014-2015 was 
the most violent year on re-
cord for schoolchildren in city 
public schools, according to re-
cently released state data that 
Families for Excellent Schools 
cites in its report.

Families for Excellent 
Schools procured its data from 

the School Violence Index, a 
statewide record of all “vio-
lent and disruptive incidents” 
in public schools. The report 
states that the number of vio-
lent incidents in public schools 
rose from 12,978 in 2013-2014 

to 15,934 in 2014-2015, a 22.7 
percent increase. Accord-
ing to Jeremiah Kitteredge, 
CEO of Families for Excellent 
Schools, the mayor’s numbers 
are too low to be believed and 
the state’s count of 15,934 is 

more accurate than the city’s 
count of 6,875 school safety in-
cidents. 

“The state’s data immedi-
ately calls into question the 
mayor’s credibility on school 
safety, and should trigger a 

review of his school discipline 
reforms,” he said. “The mayor 
is deceiving parents by tout-
ing statistics that hide how 
dangerous city schools really 
are.”

The Department of Educa-
tion asserts, however, that the 
data sets in the state and city 
reports are substantially dif-
ferent from each other, and 
that the city’s numbers paint a 
more accurate picture of how 
safe New York’s public schools 
truly are.

“This data is misleading.  
The total number of inci-
dents at New York City public 
schools decreased nearly 8 per-
cent last school year to histor-
ic lows and crime, arrests and 
summonses are down across 
the board,” Toya Holness, the 
DOE’s deputy press secretary, 
wrote in an email respond-
ing to the information in the 
report. “Our top priority is to 
provide a safe and supportive 
environment for every stu-
dent, and we are committed to 
doing whatever it takes to keep 
our students safe.”

The state began collecting 

Charter advocates claim the city is exaggerating the drop in public school violence. 

City plays down school violence report

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Continued on Page 40
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school violence data after the passage 
of the Safe Schools Against Violence in 
Education Act of 2000, which required 
that all school districts in the state re-
cord all violent incidents that occur in 
their schools. In contrast, the city only 
records incidents in which the NYPD 
becomes involved. The DOE contends 
the state’s definition of violent inci-
dents is to broad to represent the ac-
tual level of violence in public schools.

Families for Excellent Schools and 
the de Blasio administration have 
maintained a fraught relationship 
since the mayor’s inauguration. The 
organization is a charter-school advo-
cacy firm, which lobbies state and city 
officials to increase the number and 
power of charter schools in the city, 
and it regularly criticizes the mayor 
and the DOE. Last year, Families for 
Excellent Schools spent $3.4 million 
lobbying Albany officials on behalf of 
charter schools, according to a recent 
investigation by Politico New York.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has de-
cided to come up with an extra 
$66 million in its push to get 
the first phase of the Second 
Avenue subway opened and 
running on schedule by the 
end of this year.

The extra millions will 
provide longer and additional 
work shifts for construction 
workers and come from a 
contingency fund, which will 
still contain around $50 mil-
lion  , according to an MTA 
paper. The MTA Transit and 
Bus Committee approved the 
money at a meeting Monday 
and it was scheduled to go be-
fore the agency’s board later in 
the week.

“With every day’s work on 
the Second Avenue subway the 
MTA gets closer to fulfilling a 
promise made to New Yorkers 
in 1929,” said MTA Chairman 
Thomas Prendergast. “Open-
ing the Second Avenue subway 
will provide new options for 
our customers and relieve con-
gestion on Lexington Avenue 
4, 5 and 6 trains.”

The MTA memorandum 
continued: “With this enor-
mous challenge in mind and 
the understanding that there 
needs to be a massive mobi-
lization of employee crews 

and equipment over a rela-
tively short period of time, it 
is financially and operation-
ally crucial that the system be 
ready as planned.”

The $4.4 billion project, 

construction on which began 
in 2007, will result in the Q 
line running to the 63rd Street 
station on the Lexington line 
and stations at 72nd Street, 
86th Street and 96th Street.

 U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria), long a strong sup-
porter of the Second Avenue 
subway, said the extra money 
was good news.

“This project is incredibly 
important to New Yorkers as 
the Lexington Avenue line is 
currently the most congested 
in the nation and is in desper-
ate need of relief. I am very 
much looking forward to my 
first ride come December 
2016.”

Maloney, who has been an 
advocate of the new subway for 
20 years, has long warned that 
such projects as the Second 
Avenue subway become vastly 
more expensive as they are de-
layed.

The Second Avenue subway 
is a critical part of the East 
Side Access plan, which will 
bring Long Island Rail Road 
riders into Grand Central.  
The Second Avenue subway 
will eventually reach Grand 
Central and siphon off strap-
hangers to make room for the 
LIRR commuters as they trav-
el to destinations on the East 
Side and elsewhere.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

tal Center, which provides loans to 
small businesses.

He also came up with legislation to 
provide for the expansion of John F. 
Kennedy International Airport and to 
build the AirTrain.

Flake has been married for 40 years 
to Margaret Flake, an ordained minis-
ter, and they have four children.

William Tucker Garvin, for whom 
the award is named, was born Nov. 28, 
1898 in South Carolina. Upon graduat-
ing from Orangeburg State College in 

South Carolina, he moved to Manhat-
tan, where he worked at a post office 
while attending law school.

He graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity Law School in 1931 as one of 
two African-American graduates. He 
practiced law in Harlem and Queens. 
In 1943 he was appointed by the Queens 
borough president to serve on School 
Board 50—the first of his race to serve 
in that position.

Garvin was appointed an assistant 
district attorney on Jan. 1, 1952 and 
retired after a distinguished career in 
1966, one month before his death. He 
is buried in Maple Grove cemetery in 
Kew Gardens.

Continued from Page 6 

Flake

Continued from Page 39 

School violence

Officials approved another $66 million to finish the Second Avenue subway on time, later this year.  
Courtesy of Dattner Architects

MTA to contribute more for 2nd Ave. line

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

She designs her own cloth-
ing line, which debuted dur-
ing New York Fashion Week, 
where 22 models rocked the 
runway wearing her free-

flowing African-inspired cre-
ations. 

Her unique Chubiiline col-
lection has an urban twist and 
caters to adults and children 
of all ages and body types.

There’s no doubt that Egypt 

“Ify” Ufele, 10, of Laurelton is 
going places —and she won’t 
stop till she gets there. 

But first, she has to finish 
fifth grade. 

“My education is always 
No. 1,” she said. “I have an A-
plus average. First, I do home-
work and then go straight into 
sewing for at least two hours 
daily.”

Ify may not spend her post-
classroom time like most of 

her schoolmates, but she un-
fortunately faced an all-too-
common problem during the 
day: Bullying. 

Some of the tormenting 
reached the point of physical 
harm, including having her 
finger pulled out of its socket 
and being stabbed with a pen-

cil, her mother, Reba Perry 
said. 

“I had no idea that my 
daughter was being bullied in 
school,” Perry, who also serves 
as Ify’s manager, said. “When I 
found out, I immediately went 
to the principal.”

Reba Perry (l) and her 10-year-old daughter Egypt ‘Ify’ Ufele at the 
New York Fashion Week show of Ify’s Chubiiline designs.  

Photo courtesy Fred Sly

Continued on Page 44

Laurelton’s 10-year-old designer unveils 
her Chubiiline creations at Manhattan show

TimesLedger, Feb. 26–Mar. 3, 2016
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PRODUCTIONS

“Astoria Stories” — To celebrate APAC’s 
15th anniversary, it will present a festival of 
short plays and musicals focused on various 
places in Astoria. 
When: Through Feb. 27
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” — Parkside 
Players present Tennessee William’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play from 1955 which explores 
the Pollitt family members, who when they 
aren’t keeping secrets from each other, lie to 
one another.  
When: Through March 5
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 103-15 Union 
Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Hairspray” — Welcome to the ’60s as 
Theatre by the Bay presents the musical 
version of John Water’s subversive comedy 
about a plus-size girl who attempts to 
integrate a TV dance show in Baltimore.  

When: March 5 - March 20
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
1300 209th St., Bay Terrace
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 13
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“Lend Me a Tenor” — Maggie’s Little 
Theater presents Ken Ludwig’s comical 
play of misunderstandings surrounding a 
drugged opera star, his cheating wife and a 
slew of theater folks in 1934 Cleveland. 
When: Feb. 27 - March 13
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“Our Lady of 121st Street” — Queens 
College Department of Drama, Theatre & 
Dance presents Stephen Adly Guirgis’ dark 
comedy set in a funeral home.
When: Feb. 26 - Feb. 28
Where: Rathaus Hall, Performance Space 
M11, Queens College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/seniors and students 
with valid ID
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupfergcenter.org

Continued on Page 44

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER



43  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 26–MAR. 3, 2016TL

BY VALERIE VICTOR

LaForrest “La La” Cope, an 
adjunct English professor at York 
and Queens colleges, has written 
songs and produced music for 
such A-list entertainers as Whit-
ney Houston, Lauryn Hill and 
Christina Aguilera.

Now Cope has added novelist to 
her resumé with the completion of 
her first book, “Soul Shaker.”

Her novel, though fictional, is 
based on true events, and focuses 
on issues facing women in the mu-
sic industry. 

“I had a recurring dream about 
performing songs, and ironically 
the person in the dream besides 
myself would be the late Whit-
ney Houston,” said the Grammy 
Award-winning composer, who 
wrote “You Give Good Love” for 
Houston. “When I decided to start 
a family, I took those dreams and 
went back to Queens College. 
It was there that I began writ-
ing short stories that eventually 
turned into this novel.”

At Queens College, “Soul Shak-
er” was originally a thesis that 
earned Cope her MFA in creative 

writing and literary translation. 
Recently, Cope read excerpts 

of her novel in the faculty din-
ning room to students and faculty 
on the York College campus. She 
sang with a drummer playing to 
her every word and breath. 

“She is a master teacher, but in-
dependent of that, she is an enor-
mous talent,” York College Eng-
lish professor Patricia Milanes 
said. “Her reading, her delivery, 
her prose which sings accompa-
nied by a percussionist with just 
the right touch, it’s transforma-
tive.” 

Cope’s novel focuses on the 
idea that the music industry ob-
jectifies women by telling the tale 
of the main character “Coco” try-
ing to make it in the business. 

“It is important to understand 
the path that this fictional charac-
ter has to go through,” Cope said. 

With the help of her thesis ad-
viser and mentor, Jeffery Renard 
Allen, Cope is shopping the manu-
script to publishing houses. 

The book will be available for 
purchase later this year on Ama-
zon and there is a possibility the Singer, songwriter and novelist LaForrest La La Cope sings during a presentation at York College in 

Jamaica.  Photo courtesy LaForrest Cope

Songwriter turned novelist tells her own story

Continued on Page 46

After penning hits for Whitney Houston, Christina Aguilera, ‘La La’ Cope writes for herself

BY MERLE EXIT

Two actors take on 13 
roles in a comedic mix 
of murder, mayhem and 
music in Queens The-
atre’s next production 
“Murder for Two.”

“‘Murder for Two’ is 
the story of Officer Mar-
cus trying to solve the 
murder of famed novel-
ist Arthur Whitney be-
fore the real detective 
shows up at the scene of 
the crime,” performer 
and co-author Joe Kino-
sian said. “But poor 
Marcus keeps getting 
distracted by the wacky 
suspects who care little 
for the victim and the 
fact that he died. The 
audience should know 
that this show is first 
and foremost a comedy, a 
fun, freewheeling farce, 
that happens to take 
place around a murder 
mystery.”

Joe Kinosian (l) and Ian Lowe will perform “Murder for Two” at the Queens Theatre March 4 through March 6.  Photo courtesy Joan Marcus

Queens Theatre presents a musical mystery

Continued on Page 46

Off-Broadway hit ‘Murder for Two’ combines comedy, crime with a little piano playing
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“Spike Heels” —Theresa 
Rebeck’s comedy of the sexes 
explores issues of sexual 
harassment, the control of 
women and self-determination 
and identity. Proceeds from 
ticket sales benefi t the 
American Red Cross. 
When: March 3 - March 6
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee”  —  The 
recent Broadway musical 
comedy follows six over-
achieving youngsters — played 
by adult actors who take on 
other roles in the show — as 
they compete to be the best 
speller in Putnam County.
When: March 5 - 20
Where: Marathon Little 
Theater, 245-37 60th Ave., 
Douglaston
Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors and children under 12
Contact: (917) 647-7526

Website: www.marathonjcc.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 42 

Theater

But Ify’s grandma, 
Nellie, a professional 
seamstress, knew what 
had been happening. Her 
granddaughter was bul-
lied because of her size 
and her smarts. So, she 
came up with a plan that 
would help Ify deal with 
her emotional pain. 

She taught her how 
to sew clothes for her 
dolls, and the little girl 
surprised everyone with 
her remarkable skill and 
talent. 

Her mother, who is an 
educator, said she never 
knew she could sew, and 
was thrilled that her 
feisty child had found a 
positive outlet.

And because the fam-
ily believed in forgive-
ness, Ify was able to move 
on and heal.  

“I decided to ask the 
kids that bullied me to 
model for me — to empow-

er them,” Ify said. “My 
grandma said negative 
energy is wasted energy 
and hurts people. Never 
fight fire with fire.”

Before long, the bud-
ding designer had put 
her doll duds aside. 

She began cutting pat-
terns and choosing fab-
rics for real people, girls 
and plus-size ladies. And 
Chubiiline was born. 

As its popularity grew, 

Ify decided to revamp her 
collection to include a 
wide range of sizes, and 
got some help from her 
big sister Sade Perry, 19, 
who attends the Fashion 
Institute of Technology in 
Manhattan and has her 
own clothing line, Mis-
perri Fashions. 

“She showed me how 
to sketch and master 
my designing skills,” Ify 
said. “My mom bought a 

three-level home so me 
and my sister can have a 
private sewing room.”

On Feb. 12, New York 
Fashion Week’s only kid 
designer wowed the audi-
ence with her bold, colorful 
looks that were featured as 
part of the Small Boutique 
Fashion Week at the Holi-
day Inn in Midtown. 

And Ify is the only 
kid to do two days during 
Atlantic City Fashion 

Week, which takes place 
this weekend.

“Behind the scenes is 
always hectic,” said Ify, 
who already has her own 
assistant and publicist. 
“Every model wants to 
talk to me because of my 
age and style.” 

Now, Ify is getting ex-
cited about an upcoming 
event in the Caribbean. 

“I was called to St. 
Thomas, Virgin Islands 

for their big Fashion 
Week in July,” she said. 
“The governor is giving 
me the key to their coun-
try as a Kid Ambassador 
of Peace.”

So, what does the 
future hold for the 
little fashionista from 
Queens? 

“I am still a kid,” she 
said. “My passion is al-
ways fashion. I would 
love to study abroad or 
at F.I.T. one day in my 
future.” 

According to mom, 
Ify will be attending 
Fashion Industries High 
School in a few years.

Her amazing atti-
tude and determination 
helped her overcome dif-
ficult challenges. 

“Ify turned a negative 
into a positive,” Perry 
said. 

And now, the young 
superstar is encourag-
ing her peers to do their 
best.

“I love empowering 
kids, and fashion is a way 
to make everyone feel 
good about themselves,” 
she said.

For more info on Ify’s 
clothing, visit her website 
at www.chubiiline.com.

Designer Ify Ufele helps a model prepare for the catwalk 
during a show of Ify’s Chubiiline clothes as part of New York 
Fashion Week.  Photo courtesy Chubiiline

Some of the younger models show off a few of Ify Ufele’s 
designs backstage at the Chubiiline show.  

Photo courtesy Chubiiline

At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION

SPRAY IT, DON’T SAY IT
Rob Gold (l-r), Jean Ann Kump and Morgan Misk take a step back in time for their roles 
in the Theatre by the Bay’s production of “Hairspray.” See Productions for de-
tails.  Photo courtesy Theatre by the Bay

Continued from Page 41 

FASHION
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EVENTS

Volunteer Open House 
— Looking to volunteer 
with the Queens Botanical 
Garden? Meet department 
heads and long-time 
volunteers to learn about 
options available to 
volunteers. 

When: Saturday, Feb. 27, 
from noon - 2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Historic New York: Fort 

Totten Architecture — Join 
the Urban Park Rangers for a 
tour of Fort Totten and learn 
about the site’s history and 
architecture. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 27, at 
1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park, Bay 
Terrace
Cost: Free 
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Birding: Owls — The Urban 
Rangers will take you to the 
best spots in the borough 
to see wildlife. This program 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 26-Mar. 3, 2016

By Ed Canty

Gorgeous Georges
Across
1. Sassy
6. Part of an E-mail 
address
9. Blows a gasket
14. "Santa ___": 
Caruso classic
15. Frat letter
16. Open
17. Pale with fright
18. Order between 
"ready" and "fire"
19. First name in 
hotels
20. "Lonesome" 
'50s-'60s variety 
show host
23. Barbecue 
offering
24. Coke's partner
25. Slap-happy trio?
27. Bloomberg's turf
32. Green Gables girl
33. Downed a sub, say
34. Quits
36. Unlit?
39. Aberdeen native
41. Traffic sign
43. Without a doubt
44. Foundation plant
46. Closes in on
48. Caesar, for one
49. Lions' prey
51. Decorator's 
samples
53. Slung mud at
56. Afghan coin
57. It fits in a lock

58. Gracie's mate
64. Senseless
66. Female rabbit
67. Humdinger
68. Inmate who's 
never getting out
69. Hoofer's leg
70. Evans or 
Ronstadt
71. Fills up
72. River to the 
North Sea
73. PC key

Down
1. Mark for attention
2. Ploy
3. Canyon effect
4. ___ Club
5. Emotional 

problems
6. Move an icon
7. Buckeye State
8. Resting places
9. Deodorant choices
10. Hail, to Caesar
11. President who 
was a fighter pilot
12. Bert's pal
13. Uses a fork, 
perhaps
21. Drain
22. Airport posting: 
Abbr.
26. Lennon's in-laws
27. Low voice
28. Allergic reaction
29. "Some Like It 
Hot" co-star
30. Kind of cloth

31. Dueling 
implements
35. Deli side
37. Toledo's lake
38. Roulette bets
40. Sushi fish
42. Hang
45. Cookout staples
47. 5 o'clock shadow
50. Meet with
52. Tip off
53. Dirties
54. Craze
55. Caravan maker
59. Ramble
60. Things on rings
61. Go on and on
62. Hosiery shade
63. Top banana
65. Woman's bio word

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GOING GREEN
T A C O S I T D R U N U P
B R A W L M A O A N I S E
S C E N E M I N T J U L E P
P O S S E A L O H A S

A U K T O R E A G R A
W A R P C U R S B R A D
A D S H O R S P O L A N D
I M A G I N E D E F E N S E
L I L A C S F E E T N O R
E R A S C U S P G Y M S
R E D O B A S S C O S

L A S S I E R O M P S
A L L I G A T O R A S I A N
S E I N E E N T M E T R O
P I P E S S S S P S H A W

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Murder  
for Two

March 4 - 6, 2016
Tickets from $25 
Fri. 2pm - Sat. 2pm, 8pm - Sun. 3pm

www.queenstheatre.org
Box Office: 718.760.0064

“Ingenious! A snazzy 
double-act!”
- New York Times Critics’ Pick

A Musical Comedy

“A hilarious 
musical whodunit!”
- The New York Observer

Continued on Page 46
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focuses on owls. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 28, at 3 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park Adventure 
Center, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free 
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Glass Candle Art — Spend the 
afternoon socializing and making 
art in this class for adults. All 
supplies will be provided. 
When: Thursday, March 3, at 1:30 
pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free, but call to reserve a 
space.
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Annie Chen Septet — The New 
York-based Chinese jazz vocalist 
and composer performs. 
When: Friday, Feb 26, at 8 pm 

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16/general, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

De Temps Antan — Éric Beaudry, 
André Brunet and Pierre-Luc 
Dupuis celebrate the music of 
Quebec using fi ddle, accordion, 
harmonica, guitar and other 
instruments. 
When: Saturday, March 5, at 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16/general, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Cultural Crossroads of Ireland 
& Africa — Mick Moloney and 
Lenwood Sloane explore the 
common journey of oppressed 
people in the diaspora through 
music and dance.
When: Sunday, March 6, at 2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $13/general, $10/members, 
$8/child, $6/member child
Contact: (718) 463-7700

Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

DANCE

Take Root— The monthly series 
provides choreographers the 
chance to present a paired evening 
of work. In March, Smashworks 
Dance Collective and Roots in 
Revolution perform. 
When: Friday, March 4, and 
Saturday, March 5, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

Fertile Ground — Green Space’s 
monthly program highlights 
emerging and established artists. 
In March, performers include 
ASHA Dance Co., Deane Movement 
Project, Grazia Capri, Kalamandir 
Dance Co., Katelyn Halpern and 
Rain Ross Dance. 
When: Sunday, March 6, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 956-3037

Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all materials 
are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop 
for children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm 
workshop for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Hands-on-History: Fruit on the 
Farm — Literacy Inc. will share a 
story. That will be followed by a 
craft activity where you can create 
three-dimensional paper produce 
inspired by the crops Rufus King 
grew on his farm. 
When: Saturday, March 5, at 1 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 150-
03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545

Website: www.kingmanor.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Hoyeon Art Association — The 
Queens-based group presents 
a show of paintings in various 
themes and styles — from 
calligraphy to colorful landscapes. 
When: Through March 12
Where: Godwin-Ternbach Museum, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
405 Klapper Hall, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747

2015 Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — Works from the 16 
artists awarded an Emerging Artist 
Fellowship will be on display. 
When: Through March 13
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-
01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Ian Lowe plays Mar-
cus to Kinosian’s 12 sus-
pects — and both men 
play the piano through-
out the 90-minute show. 

“The piano is played 
live throughout the en-
tire duration of ‘Murder 
for Two’,” Kinosian said. 
“There is no prerecord-
ing whatsoever for either 
of the two roles. The mu-
sic is live, the voices are 
live, and you’re seeing it 
all happen right in front 
of you in real time.”

Kinosian co-wrote the 
show with Keller Blair 
and has been portraying 
the slate of suspects since 
the show’s beginning at 
the Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre in 2011. He pops 
in and out of the touring 
production and will be in 
the Flushing version. 

Kinosian’s favorite 
theater job was being 
cast in a live stage ver-
sion of the movie “Clue.”

“My part involved 
playing the piano as well 
as playing the roles of all 
the victims,” he said. “I 
grew up loving that mov-
ie and it was such a blast 
to get to do it on stage.”

Lowe started out un-
derstudying the role of 
Marcus for part of the 
off-Broadway run at New 
World Stages in 2014.  

“I love playing Detec-

tive Marcus and I think 
the role suits me very 
well,” Lowe said. “I have 
so much admiration for 
Joe and all the other ac-
tors I’ve seen do The Sus-
pects successfully.”

Besides his current 
stint as Marcus, Lowe 
has played other roles in 
regional theater compa-
nies around the country, 
including Leo Bloom in 
the Mel Brooks’ musical 
“The Producers.”

“‘Murder for Two’ is 
definitely one of my fa-
vorite career experienc-
es thus far,” Lowe said. 

And while the story 
involves a murder, Kino-
sian wants to stress the 
comedic aspect of the 
show.

“The mystery is there 
and is real and really 
gets solved but priority 
No. 1 is the comedy,” he 
said. “So expect to laugh 
and have a great time.”

novel will be made into an au-
dio book, according to Cope.    

Apart from writing her 
new novel, Cope performs at a 
number of venues around the 
city. 

She, along with bandleader 
Freddy Dugard, have regular 
gigs at Sangria’s Restaurant 
in Jamaica. 

In late January, she played 
BAM Café in Brooklyn, where 
she was accompanied by jazz 
pianist Onaje Allen Gumbs.

“She has a wonderful 

voice,” Rapheal Gibbs, a 
Brooklyn-based music pro-
ducer, said. “She knows how to 
engage with the crowd and she 
has a great stage presence.”

Cope also knows how to en-
gage with up-and-coming mu-
sical talents when she works 
as a vocal coach and producer 
behind the scenes. She assists 
singers who struggle with 
their voices gain confidence 
and build their skills. 

“Nothing pleases me 
more than to share what I’ve 
learned,” Cope said. 

For more information on 
Cope’s coaching, visit her web-
site at www.laforrestcope.com.

Continued from Page 43 

Cope
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Murder

LaForrest Cope still performs as La La, like at this gig at the Apollo Theater, around New York City.  
Photo courtesy LaForrest Cope

Continued from Page 45 

Arts

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

IF YOU GO
“Murder for Two”
When: March 4 - March 
6
Where: Queens 
Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $25-$42
Contact: (718) 760-
0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

LaForrest “La La” Cope 
Photo courtesy LaForrest Cope
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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LGBT Network.
“It’s not only in the school 

hallways where our young 
people report feeling unsafe, 
but also on the ball field,” 
LGBT Network CEO David 
Kilmnick said. “As a lifelong 
Mets fan, I am proud that the 
New York Mets are not only 
the defending National League 
Champions, but the champion 
of the New York sports world 
in making sure that everyone 
is welcomed and celebrated at 
Citi Field.”

Pride Night will offer seat-
ing in all areas of the park, 
including suites, with ticket 
prices beginning at $35. 

“What a wonderful way 
of embracing LGBT fans and 
raising funds for the LGBT 
Network, a leading service 
provider in the Borough of 
Queens,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. Dromm is a 
member of the Council’s Gay 
Caucus along with Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

“The Mets have continued 
their winning ways, hitting 
a Cespedes-like home run for 

equality,” Van Bramer said. 
“As a gay man and Mets fan 
since 1979, I’m proud that 
my favorite team has made a 
commitment to create an in-
clusive and welcoming envi-
ronment for its LGBT fans. I 
look forward to rooting for the 
Mets with my husband at this 
summer’s Pride Night, and I 
congratulate the team and its 
fans on what clearly is a grand 
slam. Now, Let’s Go Mets!”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

tertainment-driven take on 
professional tennis, features 
both men and women play-
ing together on teams, and 
presents a signature mix of 
men’s and women’s singles, 
men’s and women’s doubles 
and mixed doubles.

World Team Tennis has 
not had a team in the city 
since the New York Spor-
times moved to San Diego in 
2014.

The empire’s coach will 
be John McEnroe, and its 
star player will be former 
U.S. Open Singles Champion 
Andy Roddick. The rest of the 
Empire’s roster will be filled 
in the March draft.

Forest Hills Stadium will 
seat 2,500 for the Empire’s 
six home matches, marking 

the first professional tennis 
event at Forest Hills Stadium 
since the final WCT Tourna-
ment of Champions in 1990.

“There are few more beau-
tiful places to play tennis 
than Forest Hills, and it’s 
great to help bring profes-
sional tennis back to the fa-
cility for the 2016 Mylan WTT 
season,” said McEnroe in a 
statement published on the 
team’s website. 

The stadium, which can 
accommodate about 12,000 
to 13,000 concert-goers, will 
be configured to seat up to 
10,000 spectators during the 
tennis matches, according to 
Bob Ingersole, tennis direc-
tor of the West Side Tennis 
Club.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

old gay man was beaten and 
sexually assaulted by three 
strangers.  

There have been no ar-
rests and both attacks are 
under investigation by the 
NYPD’s Hate Crimes Task 
Force.

“It is really sad that I have 
to stand here to fight against 
yet another hate crime 26 
years after Julio Rivera was 
murdered,” Dromm said,  
referring to a young man 
who was beaten to death by 
a three-man “hunting par-
ty” in 1990.  “So much has 
changed—same-sex mar-
riage is now legal—and yet 
we still see hate crimes. Ours 
is a tolerant community but 
we are finding more and 
more attacks taking place.”

Bianey Garcia-D la O of 
Make the Road New York 
warned that many attacks 
go unreported to the NYPD 
because of the illegal immi-
grant status of victims. Yas-
min Safdie of the New York 
City Anti Violence Project 
said her group provides con-
fidential services and coun-
seling to any victims of vio-
lence. She provided a hotline 
number for anyone in need at 
212-714-1141.

The City Commission on 
Human Rights sent a repre-
sentative who handed out lit-
erature on the fight against 
discrimination, including 
sexual orientation.

“Reports of discrimina-
tion and violence against 
LGBT New Yorkers are deep-
ly troubling,” Commissioner 

Carmelyn Malalis said. “If 
you or anyone you know is 
the victim of discrimination, 
call the NYC Commission on 
Human Rights and report it.”

Meanwhile, a trio of 
elected officials are invit-
ing residents of Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst 
and East Elmhurst to take 
part in a town hall meeting 
on student safety March 3. 
The neighborhoods are still 
shaken after the arrest of a 
29-year-old Corona man who 
was charged with trying to 
lure a 10-year-old girl Jan. 29. 
Jaminta Carela was charged 
with acting in a manner inju-
rious to a child after he was 
caught on camera trying to 
get the girl to cross 81st Street 
in Jackson Heights. 

When she refused, the 
suspect crossed  the street, 
continued to follow her and 
reached out his hand to her, 
according to the NYPD. The 
girl ran screaming for help 
and a nearby school crossing 
guard confronted Carela at 
37th Avenue, causing him to 
flee, police said.

“I am looking forward to 
coming together with parents, 
legislators, NYPD, and cross-
ing guards to discuss how 
to keep students safe both to 
and from school and in their 
daily lives,” State Assembly-
man Michael DenDekker 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “As 
a parent, I understand how 
important it is for us to have 
this conversation and keep 
parents informed and up-to-
date on safety measures. The 
best way for us to ensure the 
protection of our children is 
to work together, and forums 
such as this one allow us to 
do just that.”

age for full-time attendance in 
school.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) said Clark had been 
supporting and mentoring 
him  since his days working as 
chief of staff for former City 
Councilman Archie Spigner. 
She was the first elected offi-
cial to endorse his Senate cam-
paign run. 

She stayed behind at politi-
cal and civic meetings to en-
sure everyone had a chance to 
talk to her and made sure the 
female point of view was treat-
ed respectfully, he said. 

“Barbara’s primary legacy 
is that she was a one-on-one 
type of person,” Comrie said. 
“She wanted to engage her 
constituents personally.”

A coal miner’s daughter, 
Clark was born and raised in 
Beckley, W.Va. 

She served as deputy ma-
jority whip and chairwoman 
for the Education Committee 
of the New York State Black, 
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and 
Asian Legislative Caucus. 

Clark was also known for 
bringing about improvements 
to the Queens Village and Hol-
lis LIRR stations. 

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) said 
Clark was a champion for edu-
cation reform, also remarking 
that she embraced charter 
schools, in the sense that she 
was not afraid of the concept. 

“Our old glorious sister has 
transitioned,” Sanders said. 
“Barbara was a fierce fighter 
for her district and for educa-
tion, never afraid of being the 
only one to take a position.” 

Queens Village resident 
Millicent Peterkin, a rank-
and-file member of the 1199 
SEIU United Healthcare Work-
ers East Union, said she was 
shocked by Clark’s death. 

She recalls Clark and other 
members coming to her office 
before heading to Albany to 
lobby for senior citizens and 
workers. 

“I can’t believe Barbara 
Clark is gone,” Peterkin said. 
“Oh my god. Just a beautiful 
person. She advocates for ev-
eryone, children and the el-
derly.” 

Leroy Gadsden, president of 
the NAACP’s Jamaica branch, 
said Clark advocated for many 
different issues and causes in 
the best interest of his com-
munity. 

“Her service represented a 
true care and love for her com-
munity,” Gadsden said. “But 
above all the many causes ad-
vocated for, she was a relent-
less advocate for a free, quality 
public education for everyone, 
and the rights and needs of our 
beloved senior citizens.”

Other elected officials 
throughout the borough also 
lauded her service.

But her tenure was not 
without controversy.

In 2000, Clark, then-As-
semblywoman Nettie May-

ersohn (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and then state Assemblyman 
Tony Seminerio (D-Richmond 
Hill), were removed from their 
leadership positions after they 
supported Michael Bragman 
(D-North Syracuse) in his un-
successful effort to overthrow 
the powerful speaker, Sheldon 
Silver. 

And she was one of a few 
Democrats who voted against 
same-sex marriage in the 
state. 

Clark is survived by her 
husband, Thomas Clark, Jr.; 
four adult children: Jan, Crys-
tal, Thomas III, and Brian; 
and two granddaughters, Tay-
lor and Lauren.

Visitation and funeral ser-
vices will be held Monday at 
the Greater Allen AME Cathe-
dral of New York at 110-31 Mer-
rick Blvd. in Jamaica. Visita-
tion will be from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. and the funeral service 
will start at 11 a.m. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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BY BILL PARRY

A Jackson Heights fitness 
center has started an outreach 
program in an effort to combat 
childhood obesity. 

The owners of Executive 
Fitness and Wellness Center, 
Richard and Rafaella Ramir-
ez, have been sending a team 
of trainers and nutritionists 
to area public and charter 
schools to educate overweight 
children and hopefully get 
them to the gym.

“We have people ask us all 
the time if they can bring their 
10-year-old in for some cardio 
workouts because they’re 
concerned about the child’s 
weight,” Rafaella said. “Our 
own son was overweight so 
Richard came up with a pro-
gram for him and he lost 25 
pounds. We figured if it helped 
him, it could help all of the 
neighborhood children.”

The longtime Jackson 
Heights residents blame sed-
entary habits for the obesity 
crisis and they are concerned 
that kids spend too much time 
in front of their computers 
and eating fast food when they 
should be out getting exercise 
and bonding with their peers.

“We have a good size state-
of-the-art gym with nearly 
11,000 square feet so there’s 
plenty of room for kids,” Ra-
faella said. “We have a large 
area that would be good for 

stretching and classes. We 
think if we make it fun, like 
mix it with hip hop, then the 
kids would be in to it. We’ll 
try anything to get them in the 
gym. We want to help as many 
as we can.”

The Ramirezes moved the 
Executive Fitness and Well-
ness Center to its current lo-
cation at 86-10 Roosevelt Ave. 
last year after 13 years up the 
block. Many of their nearly 
6,000 clients made the move to 
the new location as well.

“We’re a mom-and-pop, 
family-oriented operation so 
we care a great deal for our cli-
ents and their families,” Rafa-
ella said. “We help out as many 
people as we can.”

Richard is a certified per-
sonal trainer while Rafaella 
has 25 years in management. 
They feel strongly that an im-
portant part of owning a busi-
ness is being a good neighbor 
to the community.

“We have more than 30 
kids already in the program 
and we hope to have it in full 
swing by April as the weather 
gets warmer,” Rafaella said. 
“We’re also planning a weight 
management center with a 
resident physician in about 
five months.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast

Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 

Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Gym wants kids to get physical

Send information 
on your organization’s 
networking meetings, 
special business confer-
ences, personnel promo-
tions and other corporate 
news by e-mail to: 

kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com

Business news 
from Queens 
is requested

Jackson Heights’ Executive Fitness and Wellness Center strives to fi ght childhood obesity

The state-of-the-art gym (above)  
has nearly 6,000 clients and many 
of them worry about their over-
weight children. The Executive 
Fitness and Wellness Center 
has an open space (r) where 
kids can stretch and take class-
es on chidhood obesity. 

Photos courtesy Rafaella Ramirez
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aaliyah Lewis can’t be 
taken for granted any longer. 

Opposing defenses dared 
the St. John’s junior guard 
to beat them with jump shots 
after she was named a starter 
last season. Defenders would 
leave her alone to pay more 
attention to more dangerous 
threats like Aliyyah Hand-
ford and Danaejah Grant. 

Coming from scoring 12 
points a game in high school 
at Bishop Ford and capable of 
20-point nights, Lewis didn’t 
take kindly to how she was 
viewed by the opposition.

“Basically, people were 
just disrespecting me and 
leaving me open,” Lewis 

said. “I just had to stop that 
and work on my game and let 
people know that I can shoot 
and get some respect.” 

She did something about 
it in the offseason, spending 
countless hours in the gym 
with the shooting machine 
and recreating scoring situa-
tions. Lewis is finally seeing 
the fruits of her labor. 

The 5-foot-5 point guard 
is averaging 7.7 points per 
game, up from 6.0 last season. 
She has two more points than 
a year ago in seven fewer 
games. Lewis is enjoying 
proving people wrong. 

“My confidence is totally 
sky high,” she said. “Coming 
into this season a lot of teams 

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Danielle Patterson felt like 
she had left her Mary Louis 
teammates alone in a dogfight 
with two-time defending state 
Federation Class AA champi-
on Long Island Lutheran.

The junior star picked up 
her fourth foul and was forced 
to the bench midway through 
the third quarter, only to find 
the game in her hands in the 
final seconds.

Patterson sank a buzzer-
beating shot from the left 
block to give Mary Louis a 
momentum-building 43-42 win 
in non-league girls’ basketball 
Feb. 18 at Holy Cross. It is the 
team’s final game before the 
postseason.

“When I went to the bench, 
I was like ‘oh, man… I left my 
team out there alone,’” Pat-
terson said. “But it just comes 
from like ‘hey, I gotta get back 
out there, and when I do, I just 
gotta make an impact however 
I can.’”

Despite her last-second 
heroics, Patterson wasn’t the 
only one making an impact 
for Mary Louis. While she did 
have 14 points, just four of them 
came in the second half as she 
fought with foul trouble.

Minnesota-bound guard 
Jasmine Brunson had a game-
high 18 points, with 11 of them 
coming in the second half. She 
scored the Hilltoppers’ first 
seven points to keep them in 
the game early in the fourth 
quarter. With Patterson out 
she needed to take control.

“You definitely have to step 
up when one player goes down, 
whether it be foul trouble, in-
jury, somebody has to step up 
and as a team we did a great 
job of that tonight,” Brunson 
said.

Mary Louis was able to 
escape with the win despite 
a sloppy offensive perfor-
mance that extended well 
into the fourth quarter. After 
Brunson’s quick start the Hill-
toppers had just one field goal 

in the game’s final six minutes 
before Patterson’s winning 
shot.

A basket from sophomore 
Vanerlie Valcourt gave Mary 
Louis a 41-40 lead with 2:55 re-
maining, and after some emp-
ty possessions for each team, 
TMLA held the ball with less 
than one minute remaining.

Junior Kayla Podlovits was 
able to haul down a huge offen-
sive rebound after a miss, how-
ever, after Valcourt was fouled 
with 20.1 seconds left. She 
missed both free throws, leav-
ing Lutheran with a chance to 
win.

LuHi turned to leading 
scorer Sarah Mortenson for 
its final possession, and the 
senior delivered. In her first 
game back following a concus-
sion, Mortenson banked in a 
shot with 5.6 seconds left to 
give Crusaders a 42-41 lead.

Patterson made sure that 
lead didn’t stand up.

Her heroics were enough to 
send Mary Louis home with 
a victory on a play that was 

drawn up for her or Brunson. 
“They took me away,” 

Brunson said. “So we gave it 
to the other guard, Val [Val-
court], and then we got it to 
one of our other main scorers, 
and she did the rest.”

No matter whom the final 
shot was drawn up for, Mary 
Louis pulled out a win after 
a pedestrian performance by 
both teams. The clubs com-
bined for just three field goals 
in the second quarter as Mary 
Louis went into the half with a 
19-18 lead.

The victory gave the Hill-
toppers a 16-6 overall record to 
close out the season, but more 
importantly it gave them con-
fidence heading into the dioc-
esan tournament.

“I like to play them the last 
game of the season…it gets us 
ready for the playoffs,” said 
Mary Louis head coach Joann 
Arbitello-Pinnock. “They’re a 
very good team, they’re tough, 
we match up well with them 
every year, and it gets us ready 
for playoff time.”Continued on Page 53

Mary Louis' Danielle Patterson (l) celebrates with her teammates after 
hitting the winning shot.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Louis nips Lutheran
Buzzer-beater from Patterson seals razor-thin win

Red Storm’s Lewis 
fi nds scoring touch

St. John's point guard Aaliyah Lewis drives into the basket against 
Villanova. Photo by Gina Palermo
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The chance for St. John’s to 
build off its first Big East win 
was washed away in a wild fi-
nal 58 seconds.

The Red Storm men’s bas-
ketball team rallied from a 
19-point deficit in the first 
half to grab a three-point lead 
with less than a minute to go 
before Seton Hall escaped with 
a 62-61 win at Madison Square 
Garden Sunday. Pirates guard 
Isaiah Whitehead drained two 
free throws with 5.8 seconds 
left and St. John’s forward 
Yankuba Sima was striped on 
the final possession.

“I thought in my mind we 
played well enough to win,” 
Red Storm coach Chris Mullin 
said. “It was a game we prob-
ably deserved to win, but we 
didn’t, so it will sting and it 
hurts.” 

A put back by Kassoum 
Yakwe (16 points, 15 rebounds) 
put St. John’s up 60-57 with 
58 seconds left to play and 
brought a roar from the crowd 
of 13,204.

Khadeen Carrington (12 
points) answered with a jump-
er. Whitehead, who scored 
eight of his 10 points at the free 
throw line, went 3-for-4 in the 
last 18 seconds to help Seton 

Hall (19-7, 9-5) keep its NCAA 
tournament hopes alive.

The final two where after 
Durand Johnson, who had 
nine points, missed his second 
shot from the charity stripe. 
Whitehead came away with 
ball in the paint and was fouled 
with five seconds remaining. 
Mullin didn’t say a foul should 
have been called before that, 
but that Yakwe didn’t just give 
up the rebound. 

“I thought Kassoum had 
the ball and he doesn’t lose the 
ball by himself,” he said. 

His club, which beat De-
Paul on Feb. 17, continues to 
fight despite losing 17 of its 
last 18 games. St. John’s (8-20, 
1-14) trailed 13-0 and 29-8 in 
the first half, but was down a 
manageable 36-22 at the break. 
The teams got into it a bit in 
the handshake line.

Seton Hall’s Desi Rodriguez 
scored 19 of his 24 points in the 
first half. St. John’s opened the 
second half with an 8-0 run 
and tightened up defensively. 
Yakwe and Sima combined for 
seven of the team’s 10 blocks.

“Even though we were 
down we didn’t get in to each 
other,” Yakwe said. “We 
stayed focused and tried to fol-
low what our coaches said. We 
kept playing hard and when 

you play hard, you see the re-
sults.”

A poster jam by Felix 
Balamou (nine points) on 
Rashed Anthony powered a 
13-3 run that put SJU down 
just 50-49 with 7:17 to go after 
threes from Federico Mussini 
and Ron Mvouika.

St. John’s eventually tied 
the score at 52-52 on Yakwe’s 
three-point play. The Red 
Storm missed a chance to grab 
full control. Malik Ellison 
split a pair of free throws after 
a flagrant foul by Michael Nzei 
and SJU turned the ball over 
on the next possession. 

It took its first lead at 55-54 
on a Sima hoop with 3:45 left in 
the game, but the Red Storm 
turned the ball over 21 times 
and shot just 10 of 24 from the 
free-throw line.  

“It’s not the last free 
throw,” Mullin said. “They all 
matter.”

His team dug itself out of 
the hole, but couldn’t scratch 
and claw its way to a victory,

The beginning was bad, but 
we kept together and got back 
in the game,” Yakwe said. “It 
was a good game, but we had 
a lot of turnovers and missed 
free throws. At the end, they 
got a win.”

Amani Tatum has Taysha-
na “Chicken” Murphy with 
her every step of the way.

Tatum, who plays guard on 
Manhattan College’s women’s 
basketball team, is getting to 
do what her friend Murphy, 
a former high-school girls’ 
hoops star at Bishop Lough-
lin and Murry Bergtraum, 
was only allowed to dream of. 
Murphy’s chance at a college 
career was ended when she 
was gunned down in Harlem’s 
Grant Houses Sept. 11, 2011 at 
the age of 18.

“At any given moment 
anything can happen,” said 
Tatum, who played at Arch-
bishop Molloy. “You just have 
to appreciate the game and ap-

preciate what it brings and the 
experience.”

She has kept Murphy close 
to her heart since then, perma-
nently changing her number 
from 5 to 15 when she was a 

junior with the Stanners. The 
two played their first CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division I 
varsity league game against 
each other. One of the sneak-
ers she wears when she’s play-

ing has “All about Chicken” on 
it and the other “#B4C” or Ball 
for Chicken. It reminds Tatum 
just how lucky she is.

“Any time I look down at 
my sneakers I know that I am 

playing for her,” she said. “I do 
it because she didn’t get an op-
portunity to do it.”

Tatum has made the most 
of her first season playing with 
the Jaspers after transferring 
from James Madison.  After 
sitting through a dismal 3-27 
campaign last year because of 
NCAA rules, she is the team’s 
leading scorer, helping the Jas-
pers improve to a 13-14 record 
following a loss to Quinnipac 
Tuesday and keeping them in 
the mix for a conference title. 
Tatum won a Colonial Athletic 
Association crown her fresh-
man year at James Madison, 
and the level of expectation 
she’s brought with her to Man-
hattan has rubbed off on her 
teammates.

“She has elevated every-
body else’s game,” Jaspers 
coach John Olenowski said. 
“The confidence and drive 
that she shows on the floor is 
huge for us.”   

He saw Tatum trying too 
hard early after a season she 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Former Archbishop Molloy guard Amani Tatum, playing with friend Tayshana "Chicken" Murphy 
in her heart, has helped the Jaspers become a contender of the MAAC title.  

Photo courtesy of Manhattan Athletic/Stockton Photo; Inc.

St John's guard Durand Johnson looks for an open teammate against 
Seton Hall. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Ex Molloy guard Tatum spurs Jaspers’ comeback

Seton Hall holds off late St. John’s surge

Continued on Page 53
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Finalizing her future has 
improved the present for Ash-
lie Howell.

The Christ the King center 
admitted to be being tentative 
and concerned about the col-
lege coaches’ perceptions as 
they watched her in the early 
portion of the season, instead 
of just relaxing and playing to 
the best of her abilities. Com-
mitting to St. Peter’s has taken 
all of that away.

“It took a lot of pressure off 
my shoulders,” Howell said. 
“Now I get to focus on my team 
the way I was supposed to be.”

In the game following her 
commitment Howell dropped 
in 19 points and grabbed 10 
rebounds to help beat Capi-
tal Prep. She followed that up 
with 15 points and 10 boards 
in a win over two-time defend-
ing state Federation champion 
Long Island Lutheran Feb. 18. 
Double-doubles have become a 
regular occurrence. 

“She has been playing tre-
mendously well,” Christ the 
King guard Sydney Zambrotta 
said. “She is putting the ball 
in the basket, getting defen-
sive blocks. She is just playing 
with a lot of heart. She is the 

Ashlie that everyone has been 
waiting for.”  

She chose the Peacocks 

over Mount St. Mary’s because 
of the connection she made 
with the coaches and players 

when she visited in Septem-
ber. The New Jersey school 
had been recruiting her since 

they watched her be a major 
factor in the Royals victory 
over Archbishop Molloy for 
the CHSAA Class AA state ti-
tle last March. That stuck with 
Howell. 

“My dad always teaches me 
loyalty, so I feel like they have 
been loyal to me for a long 
time,” she said. 

Howell was also impressed 
with the commitment they 
made to improve her game. 

“I felt like they can get 
my game to the next level,” 
she said. “They actually care 
about their players and getting 
them better.”

With Howell’s commitment 
to St. Peter’s, the Royals now 
have four players heading to 
Division I schools next sea-
son. Dominique Toussaint, 
Zambrotta and Kaela Kinder 
are off to Virginia, Lousville 
and Virginia Tech respec-
tively. Howell is happy to join 
her friends in that group and 
continue their quest for the 
school’s first New York State 
Federation Class AA title 
since 2010.

“It’s very nice,” she said. 
“So now all the seniors got a 
Division I scholarship so now 
we can focus and we get to just 
keep playing our game.”   

Christ the King center Ashlie Howell will play at St. Peter's College next season.  Photo by William Thomas

CK’s Howell heads to St. Peter’s College

probably thought I would be 
the same player as I was last 
year.”

Some of her added aggres-
siveness comes from now be-
ing a veteran, but much of it 
just stems from seeing results. 
Lewis said she found her con-
fidence with an 18-point pe-
formance that helped the Red 
Storm beat Creighton on the 
road Dec. 29. She shot five of 
nine from the field, made two 
threes and was a perfect six-
for-six at the free-throw line. 
It was a breakout game in her 
mind. 

“I just saw the ball going 
through the net constantly,” 
Lewis said. “From there, I 
knew I could do it.”  

Lewis continued her im-
proved scoring by tallying a 
career-high 22 points in a win 
over rival Seton Hall on Feb. 
7. She saw some of the team’s 
top players out with foul trou-
ble in the first half and took 
it upon herself to pick up the 
slack. 

You could see a changed 
mindset even in a home loss 
to Villanova, where Lewis 

managed just seven points 
to go along with five assists. 
Lewis took the Red Storm’s 
second shot, made her first 
two jumpers, including a 
three to end the first quarter 
and was aggressive attacking 
the basket. Red Storm coach 
Joe Tartamella said he has 
seen her shot selection im-
prove along with a better un-
derstanding that they need 
her to be aggressive. 

“I think she needs to con-
tinue to put pressure on the 
other teams, because they 
just leave her,” he said. “Her 
improvement has been spec-
tacular since she has been a 
freshman here.”

Getting points from Lewis 
is a bonus to the strong play 
Tartamella has always gotten 
from her. She is the team’s 
leader in assists and has 109 
helpers to 56 turnovers. Lew-
is and the Red Storm are in a 
battle for second place in the 
Big East and an NCAA tour-
nament berth. She only sees 
the impact she has each game 
growing.  

“My confidence is just 
going up now,” Lewis said. 
“When I get it and I am open I 
just know I am going to knock 
the jump shot down.”     

called “hard to watch,” be-
cause she was helpless on the 
bench. The red-shirt sopho-
more picked up two fouls early 
in games because she was too 
pumped up and aggressive on 
defense. It landed her back on 
the bench and unable to help. 
Tatum found herself and her 
game once conference play 
rolled around, and hasn’t 
looked back.

“As time went on I adjust-
ed to the league and how we 
played,” Tatum said. “I think 
it was more about learning 

myself and what I can do.”
She is the team’s top scorer 

at 11.6 points per game, as well 
as leading them with 84 steals 
and coming in second in as-
sists with 3.1 per contest. The 
Japers are 10-7 in MAAC con-
ference play. Olenowski called 
her a “terror defensively.” Her 
decision making has seen im-
provement—to the benefit of 
her teammates.

“Everyone just sees the way 
she plays and they feed off her 
energy,” Olenowski said.

Tatum has her own person-
al motivations. She’s driven to 
win and is absolutely certain 
the Jaspers will. She’s driven 
by her family—who can now 

attend all her home games—
and by Murphy’s memory to 
leave a lasting mark with her 
team.  

“We are going to win a 
championship, no doubt in 
my mind that we have the 
team, that we have the talent. 
It would be everything to us,” 
Tatum said. “I don’t think a lot 
of people expect us to do it, but 
we are going to do it, shock the 
MAAC, shock everybody.”

Murphy will be with her for 
all of it.

“I just try to keep her in my 
thoughts,” said Tatum. “Going 
into a game, looking down at 
my sneakers means more to 
me than anything.”

Lewis Tatum
Continued from Page 51 Continued from Page 52
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Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 2/29/16.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

�
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 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�

N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT     
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FINAL WEEKEND! ALL ENDS MONDAY AT 9PM!

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & 
Filter Changes
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York 
State Inspections

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle ServiceShuttle ServiceS

2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LT
Stk# 161122s, Reference# 46930, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 

Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $25,895

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $89 1st 
payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $3,625 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $5,031

$129 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

Stk# 161122s Referen

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT

$149 $79
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 16997, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $29,430

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $149 or $79 1st payment, 
$1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,199 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,576

2016 CHEVROLET2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE LIMITED LT

$129 $69
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 16421, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cylinder 
Turbo, Bluetooth, 4G LTE. 1 Available! MSRP $21,295

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $69 1st 
payment, $0 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $4,584 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096

Stk# 16827PC, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, Heated Front 
Seats, Bed Liner, Steps, Remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available! MSRP $45,845

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4

Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $299 or $289 1st payment, 
$2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,000 Factory Rebates and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $11,661

$299 $289
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

SILVERADO
Stk# 16755, Reference# 37697, Auto, 5.3L V8, A/C, ABS, Leather, 

Navigation, 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved 
credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $619 
or $559 1st payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus 
tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $24,141

$619 $559
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 16620, Reference# 37698, Auto, 3.6L V6, Sunroof, 8 Way 
Power Drivers Seat, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $36,900

39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per 
year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $237 or $199 1st payment, $2,495 
down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,850 
Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $9,261

$237 $199
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE LT


