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BY BILL PARRY

Several neighboring commu-
nities in Queens are bursting 
at the seams with overcrowded 
housing units, according to a new 

report from the real estate list-
ings site StreetEasy. 

Based on data released by city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer and 
the 2013 census, the report names 
Corona, North Corona, East 

Elmhurst and Jackson Heights as 
the four most crowded neighbor-
hoods in the city.

“Our neighborhoods are be-
coming more overcrowded be-
cause rents are skyrocketing, 

which in turn is forcing people 
to live in cramped apartments,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Low wages and 
the lack of affordable housing 
also contribute to the situation. 
An increase in the minimum 
wage to $15 will allow more hard-
working New Yorkers to afford 
rent independently as they make 
more money.”

Each of the four neighborhoods 
had a crowding rate of over 20 per-
cent, in which a housing unit has 
more than one occupant for each 
room including living and dining 
rooms. To offset the combination 
of high rent, and low-wage jobs, 
many people are forced to live with 
extra roommates or extended fam-
ily.  The neighborhoods also have 
they highest percentage of immi-
grants in the city with 64 percent 
in Corona and East Elmhurst, and 
62 percent in Jackson Heights, ac-
cording to Stringer’s statistics.

“This comes as no surprise 
because my district, which I call 
the United Nations of all senate 
districts, is ground zero for immi-
grants and newly arrived immi-
grants,” Peralta said.   Easy access 
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What used to be an underground trade in vinyl records is now all the rage among young fans who are cruising 
weekend markets like this one at the Queens Tavern in Ridgewood. Seller Bardley Byhoff (r) knows what his custom-
ers are looking for.  Photo by Michael Shain

HOUSE OF WAX

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials praised 
the appointment of former city 
Schools  Chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott as the new president and CEO 
of the Queens Library. Walcott 
succeeds former CEO Thomas 
Galante, who was ousted from his 
position in December 2014 for al-
legedly misusing library funds.

Walcott, 64, a lifelong south-
east Queens resident, has been 
serving as the monitor of the East 
Ramapo School District in Rock-
land County. He served as chan-
cellor from 2011 through 2013 
after working as former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s deputy may-
or for education and community 
development for more than eight 
years. He is expected to start his 
new position in mid-March.

Borough President Katz 
praised the appointment.

“I have full faith in the direc-
tion and future of the library, and 
look forward to the great things 
to come under Dennis’ leader-
ship,” Katz said.

BY BILL PARRY

The city is planning to bring a massive mixed-
use development to the Long Island City water-
front. The city Economic Development Corp. is 
currently seeking proposals from qualified devel-
opers for two parcels of land, totaling more than 

Another school on tap 
for LIC development

BY MADINA TOURE

At the funeral for late 
state Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark (D-Queens 
Village), her daughter said 
she had a long battle with 
cancer but did not suffer as 
she continued working and 

fighting for her constitu-
ents. 

More than 500 people—
including relatives, elected 
officials and prominent 
southeast Queens leaders—
gathered Monday morning 
at the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral in Jamaica to 

pay tribute to Clark, who 
served the area for nearly 
three decades. 

Clark, who died Feb. 22 
at the age of 76, had repre-
sented the 33rd Assembly 
District since 1987. The 
district includes Cam-
bria Heights, St. Albans, 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks and state 
Sen. Velmanette Montgomery of 
Brooklyn arrive at the funeral of long-
time Assemblywoman Barbara Clark in 
Jamaica. Photo by Michael Shain

Dennis Walcott 
chosen to lead 

Queens Library

Boro has most crowded nabes

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

Hundreds mourn Barbara Clark

StreetEasy report tags Corona, N. Corona, E. Elmhurst, Jax. Hts. worst in city
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Lindy’s Taxi Service “FREE Ride Home” 
Ride with Lindy’s to our restaurant and receive a FREE ride home! $10 Value

O’Neill’s Maspeth Invites You  
to Join Us to Celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day  
March 17th

Irish Specials 

Fitzpatrick Academy  
of Irish Dance

Traditional Irish Favorites

 
and Shepherd’s Pie

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933
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FDNY plays with numbers, union charges
BY BILL PARRY

The city’s firefighters 
union released what it calls 
a “bombshell analysis” 
Monday which claims the 
FDNY is underreporting 
emergency response times 
in some cases by as much as 
92 percent. In Queens, the 
average time for a medical 
emergency was said by the 
city to be 4:37 minutes, but 
in reality the elapsed re-
sponse time in the borough 
was 8:03—a difference of 74 
percent.

The Uniformed Fire-
fighters Association, which 
represents rank-and-file 
FDNY members, found that 
actual response times to 
structural fires citywide in 
2015 was 20 percent longer 
than what the city adver-
tises; 57 percent longer for 
non-fire emergencies such 
as gas leaks, building col-
lapses, explosions and other 
disasters; and a whopping 
81 percent longer for medi-
cal emergencies.

“The numbers the city 
reports paint a devastat-
ingly inaccurate picture of 
how long it truly takes for 

New York City firefight-
ers to arrive at the scene 
of an emergency, when 
measured from the 911 call 
to the arrival of the first 
unit at the curb outside the 
affected building,” UFA 
President Steve Cassidy 
said. “If you are trapped in 
a fire or having a heart at-
tack, those crucial seconds 
and even minutes of extra 
waiting can mean the dif-

ference between life and 
death. Every second a fire 
spreads makes it more dan-
gerous for firefighters and 
the citizens they are sworn 
to protect.”

The reason for the dis-
crepancy is that for years 
the city did not “start the 
clock” on measuring re-
sponse times until a 911 
emergency call was given 
to the FDNY. The UFA said 

the method does not count 
the time—often several 
minutes—a caller spent 
speaking to an initial 911 
dispatcher.

“I haven’t seen the de-
tails, but we know that re-
port is not accurate,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said Monday. 
“We have been very care-
ful about response time. 
In fact, we’ve added ambu-
lance tours to help random-

ness  response time. And we 
constantly monitor it —all 
FDNY, whether it’s the fire 
apparatus or the ambu-
lance side of the operation. 
So, that’s just not an accu-
rate report.”

An FDNY spokesman 
said there is nothing mis-
leading about the city’s 
transparent and detailed re-
porting on response times 
for emergencies. He said 
that end-to-end response 
times are provided by the 
Mayor’s Office of Data and 
Analytics.

The UFA stood by its 
report and contended fire-
fighters are further trou-
bled that even the more-
accurate figures still only 
measure the “call to curb” 
times, or the time between 
when the 911 call is first 
answered and when fire-
fighters arrive at the curb 
outside the building. If an 
emergency is on the fifth, 
20th or 40th floor, many 
more minutes will elapse 
before first responders 
reach the apartment or 
building floor where the 
victims are located, the 
union said.

“As construction in this 
city continues to boom and 
our population soars, we 
are adding more and more 
skyscrapers and packing 
more and more people into 
buildings,” Cassidy said. 
“In a vertical city such as 
New York, is a measure-
ment of call to curb suf-
ficient? The city needs to 
factor emergency response 
coverage into all future 
zoning and development 
plans, so further growth is 
not putting the people who 
live and work in this city at 
greater risk.”

The discrepancies in 
reported response times 
come as firefighters are 
responding to more emer-
gencies than at any other 
time in the FDNY’s his-
tory. In 2015, firefighters 
responded to 581,000 calls, 
a 12 percent jump over 2014 
and a combined 21 percent 
increase over 2013. In fact, 
the 10 busiest years in the 
department’s history have 
all occurred since 2005, a 
clear sign of continuing 
population  growth, accord-
ing to the UFA.

The firefighters union says emergency response times are distressingly high in Queens and under-
reported by the city.

Bill de Blasio holds court with residents in Bayside
BY GABRIEL ROM

The mayor found his way to 
Queens Monday evening—and 
seemed to enjoy it.

At a mostly cordial town hall 
in Bayside, a confident de Bla-
sio fielded pointed questions on 
quality-of-life issues in northern 
Queens and worked to connect 
them to his administration’s fo-
cus on housing affordability, es-
pecially for seniors.

As the audience waited for 
the mayor to arrive, civic leaders 
said they were both excited and 
surprised that the mayor would 
come speak to them.

“Lets just say I’m thrilled that 
he is here. It’s about time,” said 
James Gallagher Jr., President 
of First Meadows Homeowners 
Civic Association.

Faced with a slew of local ques-
tions from rotting roads near the 
NYPD Police Academy in College 

Point to the reconstruction of Fort 
Totten Park, de Blasio pushed his 
squadron of advisers to be spe-

cific and straightforward. It was 
a concerted effort from the may-
or to show he was in touch with 
Queens’ concerns from the macro 
to the mundane.

When asked about poor road 
conditions near the Police Acad-
emy, de Blasio handed the ques-
tion to DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, who explained that 
there are many issues with roads 
throughout the city.

“Why don’t you talk about this 
one,” the mayor interjected. “Do 
you have a plan?”

“We do have a plan we’re work-
ing on, but it’s going to be very 
expensive...the tens of millions,” 
Trottenberg responded.

Matthew Silverstein, vice 
president of the Bay Terrace 
Community Alliance, asked the 
mayor for help in completing the 
transformation of Fort Totten 
from a military base into a park-
-an initiative that he said began 

over a decade ago. 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell 

Silver offered few specifics on a 
future timeline but said over $1 
million had recently been secured 
for site investigation

“That’s good, we commend you 
for your improvement,” the mayor 
said. “But, Mitch, give us a sense 
of the next milestone, people have 
waited a long time for this.” 

On issues like “out-of-charac-
ter” residential buildings, rising 
property taxes and increased 
helicopter and airplane noise, de 
Blasio himself had few hard poli-
cy prescriptions to offer.

“One of the reasons why it’s 
good to talk directly to people is to 
tell you sometimes good news and 
sometimes not-so good news,” de 
Blasio said in response to a ques-
tion about funding for summer 
camps, but the point applied for 
much of the three-hour meeting.

Michael Feiner, president of 

the Bayside Hills Civic Associa-
tion, asked the Mayor to change 
the city’s zoning laws to disallow 
“out-of-character” buildings to be 
built next to semi-attached dwell-
ings.

“I want to be real about the 
fact that there are a lot of things 
we are working on right now and 
the primary focus is on creating 
affordable senior housing,” the 
mayor said. “I don’t want to prom-
ise you a rose garden, but you’re 
right that we should look at it.”

Feiner had rallied two weeks 
ago alongside state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside)  in front of 
a new towering development in 
Bayside.

“It’s about time that the city 
pays attention to these quiet mid-
dle-class communities that pay 
their taxes and want something 
in return,” Avella said.

At a town hall meeting in Bayside, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio fielded questions 
on quality-of-life issues in northern 
Queens. Photo by Michael Shain
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Spa Castle shuts doors after near drowning 
BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
ordered a College Point spa 
to close all of its pools af-
ter a 6-year-old girl nearly 
drowned in one of the spa’s 
pools last month. 

Health Department in-
vestigators identified al-
terations that were made 
to two pools at Spa Castle, 
located at 131-10 11th Ave., 
without previous approval 
and inspection by the de-
partment.

Immediate closure of the 
two pools was ordered by 
the commissioner, but the 
DOH said alteration may or 
may not have played a role 
in the incident. 

“The facility’s pools 
will remain closed until 
a revised safety plan has 
been put into place and the 
Health Department is satis-
fied that Spa Castle is com-
pliant,” a DOH spokesman 

said.
Stephanie Chon, Spa 

Castle’s chief operations 
officer, said the spa’s pools 
will be closed until a third 
party analysis is complet-
ed. 

“Spa Castle remains in 
compliance with all appli-
cable laws and we strive 
to provide exemplary, safe 
service to our customers,” 
Chon said.

The establishment is 

also offering a 50 percent 
discount for the admission 
price for access to the rest 
of the facility’s amenities.

At about 1:45 p.m. Feb. 19, 
the girl was found uncon-
scious and unresponsive, 
submerged in a hot tub, and 
regained consciousness af-
ter CPR was administered, 
police said.

On Monday, the depart-
ment said it received video 
surveillance of the incident 
that clearly shows the fa-
cility is out of compliance 
with its safety plan.

The video showed ex-
cessive suction by a water-
return feature that was 
sufficient to draw the vic-
tim toward it and keep her 
underwater.

In the review, the Health 
Department also found that 
resuscitation efforts by 
the staff were inconsistent 
with what Spa Castle staff 
told investigators, and that 
the spa pool was used in a 
way that is more consistent 

with a swimming pool than 
a spa. 

 The spa’s Manhattan 
location was closed on Jan. 
13, 2015 for operating the 
facility without a permit, 
but the business applied for 
a permit for the Manhattan 
facility, which was issued 
on June 11, 2015, the depart-
ment said.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who has called 
for the spa’s permit and 
variance to be revoked, said 
the city seems to only pun-
ish the spa when there is a 
serious violation.

The establishment’s 
amenities include a bath 
and locker lounge, saunas, 
pools, a meditation room, 
a sleeping room, a sun deck 
and a fitness center. 

“The city shut down 
their Manhattan facil-
ity for a while, now they’re 
shutting down the pools 
here. Enough,” Avella said. 
“When are we going to say 
to these people, ‘That’s it, 

you’re done!’”
He also criticized Mayor 

Bill de Blasio for not get-
ting back to him about his 
request for a task force 
made up of city agencies 
that have jurisdiction over 
such facilities  but said the 
Health Department has 
been responsive. 

The property’s current 
open violation, one of 10 
complaints issued in Janu-
ary 2015, cites an illegal 
curb in front of the estab-
lishment. The site also has 
one open May 2012 DOB 
violation for not filing a 
benchmarking report on 
energy use.

In December 2014, For-
est Hills resident Hock Ma, 
80, who was visiting the spa 
with his family, died after 
he was discovered uncon-
scious and unresponsive in 
a jacuzzi.  The medical ex-
aminer’s office said he died 
of natural causes.  

The Health Department ordered Spa Castle in College Point to 
close its pools.  Google Earth
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 1st, 2016

       Preference given to students living in District 24

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train
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Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Applications now available online. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Community leaders and 
students from PS/IS 78 joined 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) last 
Friday in calling for the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to erect a stop sign at the 
corner of 5th Street and 46th 
Avenue. During the rally, 
protesters raised a home-
made “People’s Stop Sign” 
to bring attention to needed 
traffic safety improvements 
that Van Bramer has been 
calling for at the intersection 
since 2012.

“We’ve been advocating 
for a stop sign at this inter-
section for four years. It’s 
time for the DOT to step up 
and protect our children from 
speeding cars and reckless 
drivers,” said Van Bramer, 
the Council’s majority leader. 
“Today, we’ve taken matters 

into our own hands by install-
ing the People’s Stop Sign. I 
hope DOT hears our message 
loud and clear and commits 
to protecting our children 
now before it’s too late.”

 Nearly 600 students at-
tend PS/IS 78, located on the 
corner of 46th Avenue and 5th 
Street, and dozens of families 
frequent the NY Kids Club, a 
preschool across the street. 
Cars, taxis and trucks speed 
down 46th Avenue towards 
Center Boulevard, endanger-
ing residents, including se-
niors and children.

“This is a scary intersec-
tion and there’s absolutely no 
reason why there shouldn’t be 
a stop sign,” said Jen Theien, 
president of the Gantry Par-
ents Association. “There are 
infants and toddlers from the 
New York Kids Club, and stu-
dents from second to eighth 
grade at PS/IS 78 across the 
street. This has been a con-
cern for many people in this 
community, and we should 
take care of the situation now 
before something really bad 
happens.”

 Van Bramer’s office first 
requested a four-way stop 
sign at this intersection in 
May 2012, in response to con-
stituent complaints. The DOT 
responded that the intersec-
tion did not meet the criteria 
for a stop sign. Van Bramer 
requested traffic calming 
measures again in 2013 and 
2014. DOT has yet to accom-
modate the community’s 
request for traffic safety im-
provements.

A DOT spokesman said 
the agency studied the area.

BY GABRIEL ROM

The Brooklyn develop-
ment boom continues its 
march into Queens. 

A four-story apart-
ment building will re-
place a single-story brick 
house on 17-28 Himrod St. 
in Ridgewood. 

The new development, 
designed by Input Cre-
ative Studio, will have 
seven apartments across 
4,992 square feet of resi-
dential space—an aver-
age of about 720 square 
feet per unit.

Input Creative Studio 
said they made it a point 
to keep the building with-
in the prevailing aesthet-
ic of Ridgewood.

In a nod to Ridgewood’s 
many pre-war brick build-
ings, the development 
will have a clad red-brick 
facade on the upper floors 
and white facade panel-
ling on the ground floor. 
Each apartment on the up-
per floors will get its own 
balcony.

“It’s the designers’ 
responsibility to play off 
of what’s already there,” 
said Brooke Lichtenstein 
of Input Creative Studio.

“We wanted the build-
ing to look modern but not 
take away anything from 
the street. As long as you 
respect the neighborhood 
in its context, people seem 
to be more open to it.”

The project, which will 
have two units on each 

of the first three floors, 
a full-floor penthouse on 
the fourth floor and a roof 
terrace, signals that ultra-
high-end developments 
are coming to Ridgewood. 

Midwood-based ar-
chitect Barry Goldsmith 
applied for the permits, 
but Input Creative Studio 
dealt with interior and 
exterior design. Mayer 
Maisels, of Borough Park-
based Himrod Residential, 
is the project’s developer.

Goldsmith first filed 
building applications for 
the development in April, 
and the city DOB gave the 
go-ahead for the project in 
June.

In early February, a 
major development site in 
Ridgewood was expanded 
to two lots and in October, 
a longtime Ridgewood 
tenant, the ½ Price Kids 
shop, announced it would 
be vacating its 60-84 Myr-
tle Ave. building, which 
was recently sold..

The development surge 
 has ignited controversy. 
At a dilapidated rent-con-
trolled apartment build-
ing about one mile west 
of the new property, city 
officials have alleged that 
landlords are engaging in 
discriminatory housing 
practices in an effort to 
evict tenants who benefit 

from Section 8 vouchers. 
The building was pur-

chased by Silvershore 
Properties for $10.6 mil-
lion in November.

“The gentrification 
situation--no, not even the 
gentrification of Ridge-
wood, but the speculation 
in Ridgewood is second 
to none,” said Council-
man Antonio Reynoso 
(D-Brooklyn). Reynoso, 
along with U.S. Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D-Ridgewood), 
led a protest last week at 
the property. 

“It’s happening like 
it happened in Williams-
burg and Bushwick,” he 
added.

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and students from PS/
IS 78 erect a "People's Stop 
Sign" at a dangerous intersec-
tion in Long Island City. 
Photo courtesy Van Bramer's office

A rendering of a four-story apartment building that will replace a single-story brick house at 
17-28 Himrod St. in Ridgewood. Input Creative Studio

Van Bramer, students 
join rally for stop sign

Ridgewood keeps it hot
No sign of market cooling-off as new project is announced
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TRYOUT DATES AND TIMES:
MARCH 6TH 9:30 am 15 Years old*
MARCH 6TH 10:45 am 16/17 Years old*
MARCH 13TH 9:30 am 10/11 Years old*
MARCH 13TH 10:45 am 14 Years old*
MARCH 13TH 12 noon 15/16/17 Years old*

SECOND TRYOUTS:
MARCH 19TH 9AM 8-9 year old*
MARCH 19TH 10:30AM 10-11 Year old*
MARCH 19TH 12:00 PM 12-13 year old*

Spring Basketball League available for those who do not  
want to play Tournament Basketball, but want to play locally.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com  347-252-1154

Marksmen Team Sports is offering another unique opportunity for both boys 

and girls who want to continue to improve their skill sets.

Come train with The Marksmen Coaching Staff.

DAC

PS 209  16-10 Utopia Parkway 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Tryouts for Marksmen 
AAU Spring Summer  

Tournament Basketball

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
Basketball & Fitness Training

 TEN 80 MINUTE SESSIONS — $300
  Individual Fitness Training also available  
by appointment

  Each session is a skills and drills workout followed 

by Basketball game situation in order to improve a 

child’s skill sets and knowledge of the game

 All Training done indoors

 Experienced Trainers

 Discount registration to Join DAC Basketball 

   Spring and Summer Leagues

Space is limited to 16 kids per session 

Ages 8-11 and 12-15

Little Ballers clinics for 

Ages 4-7 years old also available 

$250 (10 Sessions)

Training Starts Week of April 8th 

LOCATIONS: 
PS 188  218-12 Hartland Avenue 

Bayside, NY 11364

PS 169  18-25 212 Street 

Bayside, NY 11361

BASKETBALL

@DAC_Marksmen@@@@@DACDACDACDAC MarksmenMarksmen_MaMarksmenksmenrk men

For more info email marksmeninfo@aol.com 347-252-1154 Register online at www.dacsports.com 

                                  DAC ATHLETIC CLUB

*YOUR CHILD’S AGE IS BASED ON HOW OLD  
THEY WILL BE ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31, 2016 

Tryout Fee is $20.00  All people who tryout will need to bring proof of age



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 6
, 2

01
6

8

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Mark Morris Performing Arts
3 Lafayette Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-624-8400
markmorrisdancegroup.org

Mathnasium
7409 3 Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
347-443-9728
mathnasium.com/bayridge

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
parkslopedaycamp.com

Prospect Park YMCA
357 Ninth St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-768-7100   ymcanyc.org/camp

SJCamps
St. Joseph’s College - Brooklyn
245 Clinton Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11205
631-687-4556
sjcny.edu/bkcamp

FasTracKids
Grasmere 718-351-7333
Charlston 718-494-1232
 ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
luhisummercamps.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Rd, 
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291  ext. 203
frostvalley.org/family/camps

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510
aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Bay Terrace Kidz Club 
Nursery Camp
212-00 23rd Avenue
Bayside, NY 11360
718-423-6111
btpool.org

Breezy Point Surf Club
718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

In Motion Dance Center 
of New York
132-19 14th Avenue 
(Whitepoint Shopping Center)
College Point, NY 
718-746-4669

The Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
kewforest.org

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11363
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club
718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

St. Agnes Summer Camps
13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356
718.353.6276
stagneshs.org

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510
aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814 ext. 210
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Bishop Kearney’s Summer Sports 
Camps
2202 60th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
718-236-6363 
bishopkearneyhs.org

Brooklyn Arts Exchange
421 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-832-0018
youth.bax.org/school-breaks

Dodge YMCA
225 Atlantic Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
212-912-2412
ymcanyc.org/dodge

FasTracKids
Park Slope 718-260-8100
Williamsburg 347-987-4450 
Sheepshead Bay 718-748-3000
Bay Ridge/Dyker Heights 718-748-3000
ftkny.com

Surprise Lake
Cold Spring, NY 10516
212-924-3131
surpriselake.org
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4½ acres, just north of An-
able Basin at the western 
end of 44th Drive.

NYCEDC’s goal for the 
project is to deliver 300,000 
square feet of office and 
light manufacturing space, 
up to 1,000 units of housing 
with affordable units as a 
component, over an acre of 
waterfront open space and 
a school for the Long Island 
City community.

The 600-seat, 
80,000-square-foot school 
would be the second of three 
schools promised to Hunt-
ers Point by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Plans for another 
600-seat elementary school 
were announced as part of 
the Hunters Point South de-
velopment last month.

“I’m especially proud 
of the work we did in con-
junction with EDC to en-
sure that this Long Island 
City development includes 
space for a school for nearly 
600 students in our com-
munity,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “As more 
people come to realize that 

western Queens is a fantas-
tic place to live, it’s impor-
tant to ensure that not only 
do we provide significant 
affordable housing so that 
our community is acces-
sible to all, but to also make 
sure that increased hous-
ing comes with more jobs, 
parks, schools and trans-
portation upgrades.”

The two sites are located 
on a mostly undeveloped 
stretch of waterfront, di-
rectly across from the new 
Cornell Tech campus under 
construction on Roosevelt 
Island. The redevelopment 
presents a significant op-
portunity to advance the 
city’s key goals, which in-
clude balancing residen-
tial development with new 
commercial office and light 
production uses, strength-
ening the mixed-use char-
acter and entrepreneurial 
creativity that defines 
the area, developing new 
waterfront access and im-
proved connections, and 
creating new opportunities 
for affordable housing and 
quality jobs, according to 
the EDC.

One of the sites includes 
the troubled Water’s Edge 
restaurant, which was 

closed after owner Haren-
dra Singh was indicted on 
federal charges in October. 
The restaurant’s lease ex-
pires in May 2017, accord-
ing to the EDC.

“This catalytic water-
front development will 
build on the residential 
growth we’ve seen in recent 
years, bringing much need-
ed office space and ameni-
ties to the community,” 
NYCEDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer said. “Our 
goal is to continue invest-
ing in Long Island City as a 
true live-work-play commu-
nity, one where a parent liv-
ing in an affordable apart-
ment can walk their child 
to school and then continue 
on to work at a good-paying 
job. At the same time, we’re 
responding to the tremen-
dous demand we’re seeing 
for new and flexible com-
mercial space in neighbor-
hoods outside Manhattan.”

The two sites are cur-
rently zoned for manufac-
turing. The EDC antici-
pates they would need to 
be rezoned to develop the 
project as the agency envi-
sions it.

Queens Village, Hollis and 
Bellerose.

Crystal Clark, Barbara’s 
daughter, said her mother 
would have wanted her to 
let everyone in the con-
gregation know about her 
health to comfort them. 

Clark said her mother 
was “strong to the very 
end with virtually no pain 
and no suffering,” draw-
ing applause from the large 
crowd.

Her mother did not want 
people to know about her 
illness, but she was do-
ing well and wanted to do 
her job as a lawmaker, her 
daughter said.

“It’s a blessing to grow 
up in a house where your 
parents are your heroes,” 
Clark said. “We did not 
want her to go, but we have 
peace in that she left the 
way she wanted to leave.”

More than 30 members 
of Clark’s congregation, the 
St. Albans Congregational 
Church, along with south-
east Queens residents, 

roughly 16 community and 
civic leaders—including 
Leroy Gadsden, president 
of the NAACP’s Jamaica 
chapter—and elected offi-
cials such as state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-Hollis) and 
state Assemblywoman Ali-
cia Hyndman (D-Jamaica) 
were in the crowd. Clark’s 
family and relatives sat in 
the front row.

A number of leaders and 
elected officials from other 
parts of the borough and 
the city also attended.

Clark is known for her 
role in converting Andrew 
Jackson High School into 
four small magnet high 
schools, supporting a law-
suit that resulted in a $5.5 
billion increase in funding 
for city schools and bring-
ing significant improve-
ments to the Queens Village 
and Hollis LIRR stations.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) moved 
the crowd with a speech 
in which he noted that al-
though Clark took good 
care of her children and 
made sure they succeeded, 
that was not enough for 
her.

She had to make sure 
other children had the 
same opportunities, too, he 
said, noting her passion for 
education and healthcare.

“We’re all here with very 
heavy hearts this morning 
and I was going over things 
in my mind and two words 
came to my mind… thank 
you,” Meeks said. “First, 
I thank God for the life of 
Barbara, and then I thank 
the Clark family for shar-
ing her with us.”

Rev. Floyd Flake, Great-
er Allen AME Cathedral’s 
pastor, said Clark did a lot 
of work for the community.

“She and I were elected 
on the same ticket at the 
same time... and we have 
been friends ever since,” 
said Flake, a former con-
gressman. “I applaud her 
commitment to the one 
thing we shared together: 
education.”

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie (D-Bronx) com-
mended her commitment 
and kindness and said she 
would be missed in the 
Assembly community, de-
scribing her as a mother 
figure.

Continued from Page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions
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to transportation, proxim-
ity to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and the high-
performing schools have 
made the area a desirable 
place to live, according to 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst).

“Because of this popu-
larity, overcrowding in 
schools and homes is a 
major challenge as is over-
development,” she said. 
“Overcrowding creates 
a strain on our public re-
sources and infrastruc-
ture and I will continue 
to advocate for more seats 
and schools, as well as im-
proving transportation and 
housing options.”

While the de Blasio ad-
ministration has made af-
fordable housing a priority 
with a plan that would keep 
120,000 existing apartments 
affordable while creating 
80,000 new ones, while try-

ing to relieve overcrowded 
school districts. 

“Overcrowding was one 
of the primary issues the 
mayor heard about at his 
town hall this winter in 
Jackson Height,” de Blasio 
spokesman Austin Finan 
said. “It is a longstanding 
problem and that’s why in 
January we announced 
funding for an additional 
11,800 seats that have been 
incorporated into the capi-
tal plan and we will also 
be adding 1,800 new seats 
in District 30 and 800 seats 
in District 24 over the next 
five years.”

Queens ranked third 
among the boroughs with 
9.4 percent of households 
being overcrowded. More 
than 73,000 units in the 
borough were considered 
crowded according to 
Stringer’s report.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Crowded
City Council Major-

ity Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
chairman of the Cultural 
Affairs and Libraries 
Committee and former 
chief external affairs of-
ficer of the Queens Public 
Library, said he worked 
with Walcott and his wife, 
who was a member of the 
first board of Friends of 
Cambria Heights Library. 

“Mr. Walcott brings 
to the Queens Library 
not only the skills gained 
over an impressive ca-
reer as the deputy mayor 
for education and schools 
chancellor, but also his 
deep personal love for our 
borough’s library system,” 
Van Bramer said.

In September, Galante 
was placed on indefinite 
leave as he was being in-
vestigated by the FBI, fed-
eral prosecutors and the 
city Department of Inves-
tigation  over questionable 
spending on construction 
projects at the library. Katz 
and the mayor replaced 

most of the board.
State Sen. Mike Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona) pushed for-
ward legislation—which 
is now law—that sought to 
reform the library system.

Gianaris declined to 
comment and Aubry could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

In November 2015, Gal-
ante announced he was 
planning to sue the library 
for more than $2 million. 
He said the library falsely 

claimed to terminate him 
for a valid cause to avoid 
paying him his severance.

A spokeswoman for 
the Queens Library said it 
would not comment on the 
lawsuit.

In a joint statement, 
Carl Koerner, chairman 
of the library’s board of 
trustees, and Judith Berg-
traum, vice chairwoman, 
who served as chairwom-
an of the board’s search 
committee, said Walcott 
was the best candidate.

“We are confident that 
Dennis Walcott has ex-
actly the right skills and 
depth of experience to lead 
the library through the 
challenging years ahead,” 
they said.  

Walcott said he has 
been a lifelong patron of 
the Queens Library and 
believes in the institu-
tion’s mission.

“I look forward to work-
ing with all the fantastic, 
creative, dynamic staff and 
friends and visiting every 
community library—meet-
ing and listening to their 
ideas and participating in 
initiatives that make life 
better and richer for their 

neighborho ods,” Walcott 
said.

An audit by City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer 
found that Galante spent 
nearly $260,000 on prohib-
ited items, such as alcohol, 
dinners, entertainment 
and other personal ex-
penses. Interim President 
and CEO Bridget Quinn-
Carey spent $48,000 in un-
authorized purchases of 
food, beverages and some 
fuel for her car, according 
to the audit. 

Quinn-Carey said she 
will return to her role of 
chief operating officer af-
ter Walcott is appointed.

“While one can never 
say that their work for a 
constantly evolving and 
living institution like the 
Queens Library is ever 
complete, I am neverthe-
less satisfied with what 
we have achieved together 
and I have decided not to 
pursue the position of pres-
ident and CEO,” Quinn-
Carey said in a statement 
she sent to staff members 
Dec. 16.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@

Continued from Page 1 

Walcott

DENNIS WALCOTT

For more hyper-local Queens news visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst 

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiitttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeelllllllllllffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssstttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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