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BY BILL PARRY

The city’s firefighters union 
released what it calls a “bomb-
shell analysis” Monday which 
claims the FDNY is underre-
porting emergency response 
times in some cases by as much 
as 92 percent. In Queens, the av-
erage time for a medical emer-
gency was said by the city to be 
4:37 minutes, but in reality the 
elapsed response time in the 
borough was 8:03—a difference 
of 74 percent.

The Uniformed Firefight-
ers Association, which rep-
resents rank-and-file FDNY 
members, found that actual 
response times to structural 
fires citywide in 2015 was 20 
percent longer than what the 
city advertises; 57 percent lon-
ger for non-fire emergencies 
such as gas leaks, building col-
lapses, explosions and other 
disasters; and a whopping 81 
percent longer for medical 
emergencies.

“The numbers the city re-
ports paint a devastatingly in-
accurate picture of how long it 
truly takes for New York City 
firefighters to arrive at the 
scene of an emergency, when 
measured from the 911 call to 
the arrival of the first unit at 
the curb outside the affected 

BY MADINA TOURE

At the funeral for late state 
Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village), her 
daughter said she had a long 
battle with cancer but did not 
suffer as she continued work-
ing and fighting for her con-
stituents. 

More than 500 people—in-
cluding relatives, elected offi-
cials and prominent southeast 
Queens leaders—gathered 
Monday morning at the Great-
er Allen AME Cathedral in Ja-
maica to pay tribute to Clark, 
who served the area for nearly 
three decades. 

Clark, who died Feb. 22 at 
the age of 76, had represented 
the 33rd Assembly District 
since 1987. The district in-
cludes Cambria Heights, St. 
Albans, Queens Village, Hollis 
and Bellerose.

Crystal Clark, Barbara’s 
daughter, said her mother 
would have wanted her to let 
everyone in the congregation 
know about her health to com-
fort them. 

Clark said her mother was 
“strong to the very end with 
virtually no pain and no suf-
fering,” drawing applause 
from the large crowd.

Her mother did not want 
people to know about her ill-
ness, but she was doing well 
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Twenty years after you got rid of all those LPs, vinyl is making a comeback — big time — among the 
young. Joe Monte (c) runs sales of old records with half a dozen other dealers every few months at 
the Queens Tavern in Ridgewood.  Photo by Michael Shain

FDNY plays
with numbers,
union charges

Service celebrates Clark’s life
Electeds praise assemblywoman before hundreds at Jamaica funeral

TAKING ANOTHER SPIN
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BY BILL PARRY

Community leaders and 
students from PS/IS 78 joined 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) last 
Friday in calling for the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to erect a stop sign at the 
corner of 5th Street and 46th 
Avenue. During the rally, 
protesters raised a home-
made “People’s Stop Sign” 
to bring attention to needed 
traffic safety improvements 
that Van Bramer has been 
calling for at the intersection 
since 2012.

“We’ve been advocating 
for a stop sign at this inter-
section for four years. It’s 
time for the DOT to step up 
and protect our children 
from speeding cars and reck-
less drivers,” said Van Bram-
er, the Council’s majority 
leader. “Today, we’ve taken 
matters into our own hands 
by installing the People’s 
Stop Sign. I hope DOT hears 
our message loud and clear 
and commits to protecting 
our children now before it’s 
too late.”

 Nearly 600 students at-
tend PS/IS 78, located on the 
corner of 46th Avenue and 5th 
Street, and dozens of families 
frequent the NY Kids Club, a 

preschool across the street. 
Cars, taxis and trucks speed 
down 46th Avenue towards 
Center Boulevard, endanger-
ing residents, including se-
niors and children.

“This is a scary intersec-
tion and there’s absolutely no 
reason why there shouldn’t be 
a stop sign,” said Jen Theien, 
president of the Gantry Par-
ents Association. “There are 
infants and toddlers from the 
New York Kids Club, and stu-
dents from second to eighth 
grade at PS/IS 78 across the 
street. This has been a con-
cern for many people in this 
community, and we should 
take care of the situation now 
before something really bad 
happens.”

 Van Bramer’s office first 
requested a four-way stop 
sign at this intersection in 
May 2012, in response to 
constituent complaints. The 
DOT responded that the in-
tersection did not meet the 
criteria for a stop sign. Van 
Bramer requested traffic 
calming measures again in 
2013 and 2014. DOT has yet to 
accommodate the communi-
ty’s request for traffic safety 
improvements.

A DOT spokesman said 
the agency studied the area 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The Brooklyn development 
boom continues its march into 
Queens. 

A four-story apartment 
building will replace a single-
story brick house on 17-28 
Himrod St. in Ridgewood. 

The new development, 
designed by Input Creative 
Studio, will have seven apart-
ments across 4,992 square feet 
of residential space—an aver-
age of about 720 square feet per 
unit.

Input Creative Studio said 
they made it a point to keep the 
building within the prevailing 
aesthetic of Ridgewood.

In a nod to Ridgewood’s 
many pre-war brick buildings, 
the development will have a 
clad red-brick facade on the 
upper floors and white facade 
panelling on the ground floor. 
Each apartment on the upper 
floors will get its own balcony.

“It’s the designers’ respon-
sibility to play off of what’s 
already there,” said Brooke 
Lichtenstein of Input Creative 
Studio.

“We wanted the building to 
look modern but not take away 
anything from the street. As 
long as you respect the neigh-
borhood in its context, people 
seem to be more open to it.”

The project, which will 
have two units on each of the 
first three floors, a full-floor 
penthouse on the fourth floor 
and a roof terrace, signals that 
ultra-high-end developments 
are coming to Ridgewood. 

Midwood-based architect 
Barry Goldsmith applied for 
the permits, but Input Creative 
Studio dealt with interior and 
exterior design. Mayer Mai-
sels, of Borough Park-based 
Himrod Residential, is the 
project’s developer.

Goldsmith first filed build-
ing applications for the devel-
opment in April, and the city 

DOB gave the go-ahead for the 
project in June.

In early February, a major 
development site in Ridgewood 
was expanded to two lots and 
in October, a longtime Ridge-
wood tenant, the ½ Price Kids 
shop, announced it would be 
vacating its 60-84 Myrtle Ave. 
building, which was recently 
sold..

The development surge 
 has ignited controversy. At 
a dilapidated rent-controlled 
apartment building about one 
mile west of the new property, 
city officials have alleged that 
landlords are engaging in dis-
criminatory housing practices 
in an effort to evict tenants 
who benefit from Section 8 
vouchers. 

The building was pur-
chased by Silvershore Proper-
ties for $10.6 million in Novem-
ber.

“The gentrification situa-
tion--no, not even the gentri-
fication of Ridgewood, but the 
speculation in Ridgewood is 

second to none,” said Coun-
cilman Antonio Reynoso (D-
Brooklyn). Reynoso, along 
with U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Ridgewood), led a protest 
last week at the property. 

“It’s happening like it hap-
pened in Williamsburg and 
Bushwick,” he added.

“The developers are almost 
identical. They just keep mov-
ing to the east. Queens is the 
next stop.”

Lichtenstein, for her part, 
did not entirely disagree with 
Reynoso.

As developers see Ridge-
wood filling up, they may 
move to neighborhoods adja-
cent to it along the water, and 
so on,” she said.

“I really think it’s hit or 
miss if people in the area are 
going to embrace it or be up-
set.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued on Page 60

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and students from PS/IS 78 erect 
a "People's Stop Sign" at a dangerous intersection in Long Island 
City. Photo courtesy Van Bramer's office

A rendering of a four-story apartment building that will replace a single-
story brick house at 17-28 Himrod St. in Ridgewood. Input Creative Studio

Van Bramer, students 
join rally for stop sign

Ridgewood very hot
No sign of market cool-off as new project planned 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Members of the New York 

Community Aviation Round-
table, formed to address the 
airplane noise around Queens’ 
two major airports, are still 
at odds over the roundtable 
structure and have yet to vote 
on bylaws.

The roundtable meeting is 
scheduled to take place March 
10 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
Room 213 at Queens Borough 
Hall at 120-55 Queens Blvd. 
in Kew Gardens. The discus-
sion will center on sections of 
the bylaws that remained in 
question at the last meeting 
and membership recommen-
dations. 

Barbara Brown, chairwom-
an of the interim coordinating 
committee and chairwoman of 
the Eastern Queens Alliance, 
said the committee revised the 
bylaws based on input from 
the September and November 
2015 meetings. 

“We’ve been going through 
the bylaws section by section 

and revising as we discuss 
the issues,” Brown said. “On 
March 10, we are again pre-
senting the bylaws based on 
feedback we’ve gotten and 
hopefully we will be able to 
vote on them.”

In March 2014, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo issued a directive 
to the Port Authority to start 
two roundtables, one for each 
airport. 

After pushback from the 

community, with the Queens 
Quiet Skies preferring one 
roundtable and the Eastern 
Queens Alliance favoring 
two roundtables, the PA an-
nounced in February 2015 that 
the structure would be one 
roundtable with two commit-
tees for each airport. 

The original committee, a 
temporary bylaws committee, 
consisted of Janet McEneaney, 
president of Queens Quiet 

Skies, and Brown as co-chair-
women; Warren Schreiber and 
Kendall Lampkin as co-vice 
chairmen; and Richard Hel-
lenbrecht as secretary. McE-
neaney and Lampkin left the 
committee in the summer of 
2015.

In the draft bylaws, the 
committee had included 
Queens Quiet Skies, the East-
ern Queens Alliance and the 
Queens Civic Congress, grant-
ing each two votes, and the 
Town Village Aircraft Safety 
and Noise Abatement Commit-
tee in Nassau, which got seven 
votes.

But the committee decided 
to create an application pro-
cess, extending the deadline to 
March 1 from Feb. 24 to make 
the process fairer. 

The committee will present 
recommendations for roundta-
ble members to vote on at the 
March meeting.

Schreiber said the decision 
was meant to make a fairer 
process. 

He said neither he nor CB 7 

has taken a position on wheth-
er they prefer one roundtable 
or two roundtables and that 
there is no roundtable without 
bylaws. 

“I have high hopes that 
that will happen, but that’s up 
to the members,” he said about 
the vote on bylaws. 

But McEneaney said the 
roundtable is “basically two 
roundtables.” 

“I did not know whether 
Queens Quiet Skies would ap-
ply for membership because 
I have fought for three years 
for a real professional round-
table,” she said.

Susan Carroll, a round-
table representative, said she 
initially wanted one round-
table but the original commit-
tee members agreed to draft 
bylaws based on the current 
structure.

“I guess it wasn’t very dem-
ocratic,” Carroll said. “I’m not 
on the coordinating commit-
tee, but I do understand the 
thought process.”

An aviation roundtable formed to address airplane noise issues in the 
northeast and southeast parts of the borough has yet to finalize its by-
laws.

Aviation roundtable format still under debate
Advocates disagree on structure ahead of long-delayed bylaws vote at March 10 meeting

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant
On Site MedCA National Test

CPR/BLS Given by American Red Cross

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

AmericanMedicalCTC.com

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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BY BILL PARRY

The city is planning to 
bring a massive mixed-use de-
velopment to the Long Island 
City waterfront. The city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. is 
currently seeking proposals 
from qualified developers for 
two parcels of land, totaling 
more than 4½ acres, just north 
of Anable Basin at the western 
end of 44th Drive.

NYCEDC’s goal for the 
project is to deliver 300,000 
square feet of office and light 
manufacturing space, up to 
1,000 units of housing with af-
fordable units as a component, 
over an acre of waterfront open 
space and a school for the Long 
Island City community.

The 600-seat, 80,000-square-
foot school would be the sec-
ond of three schools promised 
to Hunters Point by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. Plans for another 
600-seat elementary school 
were announced as part of the 
Hunters Point South develop-
ment last month.

“I’m especially proud of the 
work we did in conjunction 
with EDC to ensure that this 
Long Island City development 
includes space for a school 
for nearly 600 students in our 
community,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “As more 
people come to realize that 

western Queens is a fantastic 
place to live, it’s important 
to ensure that not only do we 
provide significant affordable 
housing so that our commu-
nity is accessible to all, but to 
also make sure that increased 
housing comes with more jobs, 
parks, schools and transporta-
tion upgrades.”

The two sites are located on 
a mostly undeveloped stretch 

of waterfront, directly across 
from the new Cornell Tech 
campus under construction on 
Roosevelt Island. The redevel-
opment presents a significant 
opportunity to advance the 
city’s key goals, which include 
balancing residential develop-
ment with new commercial of-
fice and light production uses, 
strengthening the mixed-use 

BY GABRIEL ROM

City Ambulances  are tak-
ing longer to respond to life-
threatening medical emergen-
cies and City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) is not happy about it.

At a City Council oversight 
hearing on response times last 
week, Crowley, chairwoman of 
the Fire and Criminal Justice 
Committee, went toe-to-toe 
with FDNY officials.

“Each and every year it is 
taking longer in life-threaten-
ing emergency situations for 
help to arrive,” Crowley said.

Despite an increased bud-
get, it took ambulances an 
average of 9 minutes and 13 
seconds in 2015 to get to life 
threatening medical emergen-
cies — a jump of nine seconds 

from the average the year be-
fore, according to Crowley’s 
testimony.  

“They are worse than 
they’ve ever been,” she said 
in reference to the response 
times. “You don’t have 10 min-
utes when you’re in cardiac 

arrest.”
During 90minutes of ques-

tioning, Crowley pushed FDNY 
EMS officials on why response 
times had increased.

“Is it fair to the people in 
Queens that they have to wait 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
The Long Island Rail Road 

says its problem with late 
trains last year was the worst 
since 2000, and that a variety 
of events from winter storms 
to massive construction proj-
ects were among the causes 
of the delays.

The LIRR’s annual Oper-
ating Report for 2015 said 91.6 
percent of trains ran on time 
in 2015, down from 92 percent 
the prior year. That is the 
lowest percentage since 2000, 
when 91 percent of trains in 
the system ran on time.

The LIRR listed two win-
ter storms as contributing 
to 2015 delays, one that hit 
Jan. 26 and another on Feb 2.  
The January was responsible 
for 576 late trains, while the 
February storm caused 484 
trains to be late, the LIRR 
said.  A  derailment west of 
Hicksville in September de-
layed 403 trains.

Sal Arena, an LIRR 
spokesman, acknowledged 
that construction contribut-
ed to the delays but “over the 
long term” would “influence 
trends in a positive way for 
many years to come.”

 The LIRR said the num-
ber of canceled trains rose 40 
percent, from 843 in 2014 to 
1,260 in 2015.

 The Port Washington line 
showed the largest drop in 
punctuality with 91.8 percent 
of trains running on time 
last year compared with 93 
percent on time in 2014.

 The Montauk, Babylon 
and West Hempstead lines 
had better on-time records 

last year than in previous 
years.

 The railroad is engaged in 
a major construction project 
to bring its trains into Grand 
Central by 2022. Repairs in 
the East River tunnels, oper-
ated by Amtrak, also contrib-
uted to delays.

 Rush hour trains were on-
time 88.9 percent of the time 
last year, down 89.1 percent 
in 2014.

 The LIRR said the aver-
age train delay was 12.9 min-
utes after the official late ar-
rival time, which is 5 minutes 
and 59 seconds, up from 12.2 
minutes in 2014.

 The largest number of 
late departures—22.7 per-
cent—was caused by passen-
gers, the report said., refer-
ring to a typical instance of 
slow boarding of trains from 
crowded platforms.  Weather 
followed at 16 percent with 
police activity not far behind 
at nearly 13 percent.

 “The Long Island Rail 
Road is not satisfied with re-
cent trends and is working to 
turn them around,” the rail-
road said. “But there is rea-
son for optimism that over 
the long run the work being 
done will influence trends in 
a positive way for many years 
to come.”

Mark Epstein, chairman 
of the LIRR Commuters 
Council, a riders’ advocacy 
organization, said LIRR pa-
trons were disturbed by the 
service.

“I don’t think the railroad 
understands the depth of un-
happiness,” he said. ”People 
are really tired of this.”

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley faced off with FDNY officials last 
week over ambulance response times. Related story on Page 7. 

RPhoto by Michael Shain

The LIRR blames the weather for creating more schedule delays last 
year than in any other year since 2000. 

The city is seeking to develop commercial space on the Long Island City 
waterfront for the first time since 2001. Photo courtesy of NYCEDC

Dubious milestone 
for LIRR late trains

First responders taking longer

Another school for LIC
City wants massive mixed-use project on waterfront

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
In an effort to build the Re-

publican Party’s base in New 
York City, the Republican Na-
tional Committee is opening 
a new office in Ridgewood 
this spring, describing it as 
a central location that will 
enable it to reach out to more 
minority groups. 

The official launch for the 
Republican Leadership Ini-
tiative Office at 68-37 Fresh 
Pond Road will take place 
around Easter, which falls on 
March 26, according to Oliver 
Tan, director of coalitions for 
the New York State Republi-
can Party.

The soft opening will take 
place at the beginning of 
March, Tan said.

Although the Republican 
National Committee has had 
a large number of field offic-
es throughout the state, they 

were all built around specific 
campaigns and getting spe-
cific candidates elected, he 
said.

He said that the Ridge-
wood location is easy to 
reach for drivers as well as 
for pedestrians who are tak-
ing public  transportation, as 
the location is right off the M 
train line. 

“New York City is one 
of the most diverse cities in 
the country and within New 
York City, Queens is one of 
the most diverse boroughs,” 
Tan said. “That’s why we 
wanted to put an office right 
there in the heart of Queens 
where everybody would be 
able to reach it.”

The office will have one 
full-time RNC employee, 
southeast Queens resident 
Pierry Benjamin, and a num-
ber of other people who will 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Elected officials praised 

the appointment of former 
city Schools  Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott as the new presi-
dent and CEO of the Queens 
Library. Walcott succeeds 
former CEO Thomas Galante, 
who was ousted from his posi-
tion in December 2014 for alleg-
edly misusing library funds.

Walcott, 64, a lifelong 
southeast Queens resident, 
has been serving as the moni-
tor of the East Ramapo School 
District in Rockland County. 
He served as chancellor from 
2011 through 2013 after work-
ing as former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s deputy mayor 
for education and community 
development for more than 
eight years. He is expected to 
start his new position in mid-
March.

Borough President Katz 
praised the appointment.

“I have full faith in the 
direction and future of the 
library, and look forward to 
the great things to come un-
der Dennis’ leadership,” Katz 
said.

City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer (D-

Sunnyside), chairman of the 
Cultural Affairs and Libraries 
Committee and former chief 
external affairs officer of the 
Queens Public Library, said 
he worked with Walcott and 
his wife, who was a member 
of the first board of Friends of 
Cambria Heights Library. 

“Mr. Walcott brings to the 
Queens Library not only the 
skills gained over an impres-
sive career as the deputy may-
or for education and schools 
chancellor, but also his deep 
personal love for our bor-
ough’s library system,” Van 
Bramer said.

In September, Galante was 
placed on indefinite leave as 
he was being investigated by 
the FBI, federal prosecutors 
and the city Department of 
Investigation  over question-
able spending on construction 

BY BILL PARRY
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio will 

march for the third straight 
year in the  St. Pat’s for All Pa-
rade in Sunnyside Sunday. The 
inclusive event gets underway 
with speeches from elected of-
ficials and community leaders 
at the Queen of Angels Church 
at 43rd Street and Skillman 
Avenue beginning at 1 p.m.

The 17th annual parade 
steps off at 2 p.m. with bagpipe 
bands, puppets and stilt walk-
ers making their way up Skill-
man Avenue to 58th Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue in Woodside.

The St. Pat’s for All Parade 
started as a predominantly 
gay-pride march organized af-
ter members of the Irish LGBT 
community were excluded 
from Manhattan’s traditional 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
1991. Deep emotional wounds 
began to heal in May when 
Astoria resident Brendan Fay, 
one of the founders of the St. 
Pat’s for All Parade, was noti-
fied that his LGBT group was 
invited to march in the Man-
hattan parade for the first time 
in a quarter of a century.

“Seventeen years ago the 
Irish community in Queens 
embraced the idea,” Fay said. 
“And now this year the Fifth 
Avenue parade welcomes the 
Irish LGBT group the Laven-

der and Green Alliance. It is 
heartening to see our parades 
and cultural celebrations more 
welcoming.”

The move ends a 25-year 
boycott of the parade that be-

gan when the Irish Lesbian 
and Gay Organization, made 
up of largely Irish LGBT im-
migrants, applied to the march 
and was denied. Parade orga-
nizers declared their march 

to be a Catholic procession 
and thus gay groups were not 
welcome, setting off massive 
protests for years. Fay said the 
invite ends a journey on a long 
and winding road to equality, 
a road marked by painful ex-
clusion and years of protests 
and arrests.

On Feb. 17, Irish Consul 
General Barbara Jones host-
ed a reception in honor of St. 
Pat’s for All and this year’s 
grand marshals, Loretta Ben-
nan Gluckman and Colum Mc-
Cann. It was a history-making 
night, as leaders of the New 
York City St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade announced the inclusion 
of the Lavender and Green Al-
liance.

“From the podium, I looked 
out at the crowd of support-
ers, old and new, and I saw the 
entire New York Irish com-
munity represented, and all 
of them cheering,” St. Pat’s for 
All co-chair Kathleen Walsh 
D’Arcy said. “It was a night I 
will never forget. Hands were 
extended with words of wel-
come, bridging a community 
divide. After 25 years, LGBT 

DENNIS WALCOTT

Mayor Bill de Blasio will join St. Pat's for All Parade founder Brendan Fay (c.) for the third year in a row this 
Sunday in Sunnyside. Photo courtesy of Brendan Fay

St. Pat’s for All in Sunnyside Sunday
Old wounds begin to heal as Irish LGBT group invited to march in traditional parade

Ex-Schools Chancellor Walcott 
chosen to lead Queens Library

GOP offi ce coming
to site in Ridgewood

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 

• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

ADVANCED MATH 
& SCIENCE IV 

A small charter 
high school on 
the August Martin 
Campus, dedicated 
to helping our 
scholars succeed in 
college, career & 
beyond.

PERSEVERANCE.       RESPECT.       INTEGRITY.       DISCIPLINE.       EXCELLENCE.

www.newvisions.org/AMS4 March 19th at 11 a.m.
Special Education & 

ELL students are welcome

156-10 Baisley Blvd.
Jamaica, NY 11434

Accessible via Q6, Q7, Q111, 
Q113 and Q114 buses

APPLY TO 9th, 10th GRADE VISIT US AT AN
OPEN HOUSE

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL
DEADLINE: April 1, 2016



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 4–10, 2016 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

A 31-year-old Woodhaven mother 
has been charged with stealing more 
than $65,000 from her pre-teen daugh-
ter’s malpractice lawsuit settlement 
and then using the money for plas-
tic surgery on herself and numerous 
other personal expenses, according to 
the Queens district attorney. 

Megan Mele faces up to 15 years in 
prison.

“The defendant is accused of steal-
ing from her own child, who was dis-
abled at birth and had the money set 
aside following a lawsuit settlement,” 
DA Richard Brown said. “Instead 
of safeguarding the money for her 
daughter’s future needs, the defen-
dant is alleged to have thought only of 
herself. She allegedly used the child’s 
bank account as if it were her own 
piggy bank—dipping in for money to 
buy plane tickets, shop online, pay 
restaurant bills and even splurge on 
plastic surgery for herself. Her ac-
tions, if proven true, are reprehen-
sible and must be punished.”

According to the charges, a 2007 
settlement was reached in a medical 
malpractice suit on behalf of Mele’s 
daughter, born in 2004, who was diag-
nosed with a brachial plexus injury to 
her right arm. Because of nerve dam-
age the child has extremely limited, if 
any, function from her right shoulder 
down to her hand. 

The mother sued St. John’s Epis-
copal Hospital over her daughter’s 
injury in 2007, according to court re-
cords.

The settlement was structured for 

the girl to receive payments starting 
after her birthday in 2022. As part of 
the settlement, an account with more 
than $50,000 was established at Cross 
County Federal Savings in 2007 for 
the child’s benefit.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, the defendant was required to 
submit requests to the court to make 
any withdrawals from the bank ac-
count, which was accruing interest. 
On March 27, 2015, the defendant al-
legedly submitted a forged court or-
der to withdraw the funds, purport-
edly for the child to undergo surgery 
at a San Diego children’s hospital, 
and a bank check was issued in Me-
le’s name on that date for $47,000, the 
complaint said.

An investigation revealed that 
there was no record of the girl being 
a patient at the San Diego hospital but 
rather the defendant used a portion of 
the funds for a trip to Disneyland in 
California, Brown said.  In addition 
to the trip to Disneyland, Mele alleg-
edly spent the money on a liposuction 
procedure for a tummy tuck, airline 
tickets and Amazon.com purchases, 
as well as purchases at local retail 
stores, according to the DA’s office.

Mele allegedly filed two more bo-
gus court orders later that year to 
withdrawal an additional $19,000, the 
DA said. The bank grew suspicious 
and the case was eventually referred 
to the Queens DA. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Woodhaven mother Megan Mele is charged with stealing money from her daughter's medi-
cal malpractice settlement for trips and liposuction, the Queens DA says.

Woodhaven mom charged
with stealing from preteen
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Legislation encouraging 

the use of solar energy on 
city-owned buildings passed 
by unanimous vote in the 
City Council last week. 

Under the bill, known as 
Introduction 478-A, authored 
by City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the city will provide online 
reports that will analyze 
the feasibility of installing 
roof-top solar panels, the es-
timated energy that would 
be generated and the carbon 
emissions that would be re-
duced.  The reports will also 
look at the amount of solar 
power and energy production 
that were cost effectively in-
stalled on city-owned build-
ings since the previous re-
porting period.

The cost-effectiveness 
studies will consider util-
ity bill savings as well as the 
long-term societal impact of 
carbon emissions. These cost-
benefit estimates will provide 
greater transparency into the 
feasibility of installing so-
lar panels on city buildings, 
including schools. This will 
help private property owners 
understand the potential util-
ity savings and construction 
costs of solar panel systems 
if they wish to install them in 
their own homes.

“The online reports on 
feasibility and cost of install-
ing solar panels on city build-
ings required in this bill will 
encourage the use of solar 

energy,” Constantinides 
said. “The reporting of the 
decisions behind whether 
to install solar systems will 
increase transparency on 
our city’s use of renewable 
energy. The online reports 
will include cost-benefit esti-
mates, which will be useful 
for private property owners 
who are interested in install-
ing solar panels on their own 
homes. They’ll be able to save 
green while going green.”

He said the policy will help 
bring the city closer to its goal 
of increasing solar capacity 
and decreasing carbon emis-
sions by 80 percent by 2050. 
Constantinides, chairman of 
the Council’s Environmental 
Protection Committee, has 
made sustainability and en-
vironmental protection a top 
priority. 

In 2014, the City Council 
passed his bill to reduce car-
bon emissions and last year 
the Council passed another 
Constantinides bill that en-
courages the use of geother-
mal energy. He has also in-
troduced bills to spur the use 
of biofuels and another that 
studies the environmental and 
health impacts of city policies 
on low-income communities.

In his State of the City 
address, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio committed to increas-
ing solar capacity on city 
buildings fivefold over the 
next three years to 25 mega 
watts, enough to power 6,000 
New York City households. 
The city owns over 4,000 

buildings, including public 
schools, public hospitals, 
libraries, courthouses, fire 
houses and police precincts.

These buildings account 
for 65 percent of the city 
government’s total carbon 
footprint. 

“Introduction 478-A rein-
forces New York City’s com-
mitment to clean distrib-
uted energy and improved 
air quality,” the director of 
the Mayor’s Office of Sus-
tainability Nilsa Mesa  said. 
“This bill will enable city 
decision-makers to collect 
important information to 
support our clean energy 
strategy while making it 
more transparent to the 
public.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

There has been an arrest 
in a case that sparked outrage 
in the Jackson Heights LGBT 
community this winter. 

Tomas Rivera, 30, was 
tracked down and arrested last 
week in Knoxville, Tenn., by 
the Fugitive Enforcement Di-
vision and detectives from the 
115th Precinct in the Nov. 29 
beating of a transgender wom-
an, according to the NYPD.

Rivera waived extradition 
and was returned to the bor-
ough, where he was arraigned 
last Friday before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge Peter 
Vallone on two assault charg-
es. Rivera was denied bail and 
his next court date was sched-
uled March 11.

Rivera was in a verbal 
dispute with his girlfriend 
in front of her home on 93rd 
Street just north of Roosevelt 
Avenue around 4 a.m. Nov. 
29 when he demanded a cell 
phone that contained text mes-
sages between them, investi-
gators said.

As the argument escalated, 
Rivera allegedly beat the wom-
an, slamming her head into 
the sidewalk multiple times 
before fleeing, police said.

The 35-year-old victim was 
found by police from the 115th 
Precinct with multiple inju-
ries to her head and face. She 
was taken to Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center, suffering from 
a fractured skull, bleeding 
to the brain and nerve dam-
age, according to the criminal 
complaint.

Jennifer Louise Lopez, the 
executive director of Every-
thing Transgender in NYC, 
and several transgender activ-
ists met with the woman Dec. 
1.

“She was off life support 
and on the road to recovery, but 
we don’t know what happened 
to that lady since,” Lopez said. 
“Once the family got involved, 
all of our groups were cut off 
from her, shutting out the en-
tire transgender community.”

Lopez led a rally with ac-
tivists from Make the Road 
New York the night of Dec. 1. 
And a much larger, emotion-
ally charged, rally took place 
near the victim’s home on 
93rd Street the following week 
after the NYPD said it was in-
vestigating the incident as a 
domestic assault because the 
attacker knew the victim.

The case was later inves-
tigated by the NYPD’s Hate 
Crimes Task Force. State 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), who attended the 
second rally, was pleased to 
hear of Rivera’s arrest.

“We are not going to toler-
ate sadistic crimes against 
our community,” Peralta said. 
“There is no room for violence 
here or anywhere else in the 
city. It is inconceivable that 
one of our neighbors was 
brutally attacked by her boy-
friend, someone she trusted. I 
am glad this vicious crime will 
not go unpunished and want to 
thank the Police Department 
for their work in arresting the 
suspect.”  On Feb. 23, the same 
day Rivera was arrested in 
Knoxville, City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) was leading a protest 
in response to several recent 
attacks on the Jackson Heights 
LGBT community.

“Oftentimes we think the 
police aren’t doing their jobs 
and then along comes an ar-

rest like this one. Hopefully, 
they’ll be able to get the other 
attackers as well,” Dromm 
said. “When people know 
you’re going to get caught, it 
helps reduce the number of in-
cidents.”

Meanwhile, the NYPD’s 
Hate Crimes Unit was inves-
tigating a separate attack on 
Lopez.

She was riding an uptown 
D train to 125th Street in Man-
hattan Jan. 30, when a woman 
called her a man and punched 
her repeatedly in the face. Sev-
eral riders came to her aid, but 
she required emergency sur-
gery on her left eye.

Lopez is still recovering 
and her spirits were lifted with 
word of the Rivera arrest.

“I am excited to hear the 
news of his arrest and hope-
fully we’ll get justice,” Lopez 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The City Council passes City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides' 
bill to encourage solar energy. 

Photo courtesy of Constantinides' office

TOMAS RIVERA

Jax Hgts beating arrest
Man accused of attack on transgender girlfriend busted

Council goes greener
with Costa solar bill



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 4–10, 201610    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

POLICE 

Blotter

OZONE PARK — Police were look-
ing for a woman who posed as a nurse 
and approached random people at Cit-
ibank branches throughout the bor-
ough asking them to deposit her  checks 
into their accounts, police said.

The suspect, an unidentified fe-
male, made off with over $9,400, as she 
was able to cash 10 checks, police said.

Police described the suspect as 
a black woman who has long, black 
braided hair and was last seen wearing 
a white long-sleeve shirt with a sleeve-
less long knee-length vest, blue jeans, 
brown winter boots.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A 
29-year-old East Elmhurst man 
who allegedly groped a 10-year-
old girl and tried to touch a 
17-year-old girl last month was 
arrested by police, the NYPD 
said. 

Luis Ramone Bencosme, a 
93rd Street resident, was taken 
into custody this past weekend 
and charged with sex abuse, at-
tempted forcible touching and 
two counts of endangering the 
welfare of a child, police said.

Both incidents occurred in 
Jackson Heights.

Bencosme allegedly ap-
proached the 17-year-old girl and 
attempted to touch her buttocks with his hand near 35th Avenue and 92nd Street 
on Feb. 17, but she was able to flee, police said. 

Then on Feb. 23 he allegedly grabbed the buttocks of a 10-year-old girl at 37th 
Avenue and 99th Street, but she ran away, according to police.

ASTORIA — Police from the 114th Precinct 
were searching for a suspect who approached 
a 32-year-old man and asked him to lie on the 
ground Monday evening at 38-31 9th St., police 
said. 

The suspect pulled out a handgun and shot 
the victim in his left arm before fleeing south-
bound on 9th Street, according to the NYPD.

The victim was taken to New York Presbyte-
rian Hospital where he was in stable condition.

The suspect was described as a black man 
between the ages of 40 to 45, 5-foot-7, wearing a 
blue hard hat, a yellow jacket and black cloth-
ing. Anyone with information is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-
577-TIPS.

A woman claiming to be a nurse asked 
Citibank patrons to cash checks for her, po-
lice say.  NYPD

Astoria shooter remains at large: Cops

E. Elmhurst man groped girls: Police

Woman posed as nurse to bilk people: NYPD

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Surveillance photo of Luis Ramon Bencosme after 
he allegedly tried to grope a 17-year-old girl 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Surveillance photo of a suspect 
wanted for a shooting in Astoria 
Monday. Photo courtesy NYPD
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

Students at Christ the King celebrated Bullying Awareness Week.   
The entire school watched the movie Cyberbully, and homeroom class-
es participated in a contest in which they came up with a “quilt square” 
for a school quilt to promote kindness rather than bullying!   The winning 
square was submitted by Ms. Evola-Concordia’s class... with a state-
ment of “Use Your Words to Heal, Not to Hurt”.  

The campaign for Anti Bullying is spearheaded by CK’s Program for 
the Development of Human Potential (PDHP) Club. 

Pictured below: Ms. Evola-Concordia’s homeroom class, and the win-
ning quilt square

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King High School 
Takes a Stand Against Bullying
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Happy 81st Anniversary, Bay-
side Times/Little Neck Ledger 
and sister TimesLedger news-
papers! Daily newspapers such 
as the New York Times, Post, 
Newsday and Daily News con-
centrate on international, Wash-
ington, Albany, City Hall, busi-
ness and sports stories. They 
have few reporters assigned to 
cover local neighborhood news 
stories. These reporters have to 
compete against colleagues for 
limited available print space. As 
a result, daily newspapers miss 
significant news, civic, political 
and transportation stories from 
Queens communities.

Newspapers and magazines 
have to deal with increasing 
costs for newsprint, delivery and 
distribution along with reduced 

advertising revenues and declin-
ing readership due to competition 
from the Internet, cable news and 
other information source.

Challenges on maintaining 
the bottom line have also result-
ed in less resources being devot-
ed to investigative reporting and 
a greater reliance on wire ser-
vice stories. As a result, original 
newspaper content continues to 
shrink. This puts even more pres-
sure on the remaining reporters 
assigned to various departments. 
There is intense competition be-
tween international, national, 
state, city, business, sports, en-
tertainment and other sections of 
newspapers. It is becoming more 
difficult to provide real detailed 
coverage of local news.

Weekly newspapers based in 

Queens provide more in depth 
coverage of local news not found 
in major daily newspapers.

We continue to be fortunate 
to live in one of the few remain-
ing free societies, with a wealth 
of information sources available. 
Sadly, most American cities and 
suburbs are down to one local 
daily or weekly newspaper. 

Please join me along with your 
neighbors who read local weekly 
community newspapers. Patron-
ize their advertisers; they pro-
vide the revenues necessary to 
keep them in business. Let them 
know you saw their ad. This helps 
keep our neighbors employed and 
the local economy growing.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure, Gabriel Rom
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Copy/Production Editor: 
Steven Barnes
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis, 
Prem Calvin Prashad

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

The power struggle between Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio has taken a hazardous turn, 
threatening the development of affordable housing 
in Queens and the rest of the city.

The governor has upped the ante in his apparent 
campaign to undermine the mayor’s efforts to build 
80,000 units for the working poor and the homeless 
over the next 10 years. Developers have been warned 
that the governor plans to divert a big chunk of the 
$900 million in federal tax-exempt bonds for afford-
able housing projects in the city to his own new mul-
tibillion-dollar statewide program.

Cuomo is angling to shrink this critical source of 
funds for the city at a time when two-thirds of New 
Yorkers in a recent poll said they feared being priced 
out of their homes. The ranks of the homeless contin-
ue to grow, despite a drop in evictions, as overcrowd-
ing in tiny apartments and ruthless landlords drive 
desperate tenants into the streets.

Corona and Jackson Heights have the most crowd-
ed living conditions in the city, according to a recent 
survey by Street Easy.

A full 40 percent of people living in the Pan Am 
family shelter in Elmhurst work and many parents 
still send their children to school in the Bronx, where 
they lost their homes.

What is the governor thinking? What did the 
mayor do to antagonize Cuomo to the point that he 
seems intent on revenge at the expense of some of the 
city’s most vulnerable residents?  The governor’s ac-
tions could sabotage the mayor’s signature plan to 
provide affordable housing and encourage develop-
ers to build thousands of market-rate units, which 
could take some pressure off soaring rents.

A key issue in the Dem vs. Dem skirmish is the 
tax abatement program known as 421-a, which gave 
developers an incentive to set aside a percentage of 
new apartments as affordable housing.  The mayor 
backed revisions to the program after extensive 
negotiations with the city’s Rent Board, but Cuomo 
threw a wrench into the works by demanding that 
developers use union workers.

After the program expired in January, developers 
said they might have to abandon ambitious projects 
for lower-rent housing without help from 421-a. The 
Hallets Point development in Astoria, which broke 
ground on one building, has called a halt to the rest 
of the megaproject, which involves 2,000 units - near-
ly 500 of which were to be affordable. 

There are no winners in this feud.  Everyone 
stands to lose if the governor cannot stop knocking 
the mayor’s housing program and let him do what’s 
right  —economically and morally—for the city.

FEUD HITS HOUSING

Support your community newspaper
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READERS WRITE

The right to a speedy trial 
is expressly embodied in the 
U.S. Constitution, with the 
Sixth Amendment stating 
“the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public 
trial.” But no one familiar 
with our criminal court, 
where misdemeanors and 
petty offenses are heard, can 
honestly think that this right 
is being honored today.

Of the 127,000 cases that 
continued past arraignment 
in 2014, resolution takes an 
average of 140 days, far lon-
ger than the maximum 90 
days that New York’s speedy 
trial rule requires. And it 
took an average 571 days for 
defendants who wanted to 
take their case all the way 
to a jury trial—up 36 percent 
since 2011.

These delays cost tax-
payers millions of dollars, 
as many defendants sit on 
Rikers unable to make bail. 
Prosecutors, defense counsel, 
defendants and victims are 
forced to make repeated need-
less and unproductive court 
appearances, further stretch-
ing the thin resources of judg-
es and court personnel. The 

strain of a court case, and the 
hassle of appearing in court 
over and over again, tires ev-
eryone out, leading to distort-
ed outcomes as memories of 
victims, witnesses and defen-
dants fade away. Defendants 
and victims stop hoping for 
justice and instead surrender 
to the system, accepting clo-
sure over truth.

The problem is particular-
ly acute in Queens.

I chair the City Council’s 
committee on Courts & Le-
gal Services, and we recently 
held a hearing on the speedy 
trial crisis in our criminal 
court. We heard testimony 
from district attorneys, the 
defense bar and the mayor’s 
office. One thing is clear: 
Queens is getting the short 
end of the stick. Queens has 
only one part-time trial part, 
while Manhattan has several. 
In July 2015, the Queens DA 
began keeping track of what 
they call the “parts not avail-
able” statistic—essentially, 
when prosecutors and de-
fense counsel are ready to go 
to trial, but there are no court 
parts available. Shockingly, 
64 percent of the cases where 

both parties were ready for 
trial had to be adjourned 
because there were no trial 
parts available.

This is partially because 
of how we allocate judges. Al-
though there are 107 mayor-
ally appointed criminal court 
judges, there are only 73 judg-
es actually sitting in criminal 
court. Manhattan, with only 
16 percent more misdemean-
or cases than Queens, has 61 
percent more judges sitting in 
criminal court (21 vs. 13). As 
a consequence, Manhattan 
has several judges available 
to hear misdemeanor trials, 
while Queens has only one. 
Last year, Queens was able 
to process only nine misde-
meanor trials! Even when 
there are judges, shortages of 
court officers and courtrooms 
sometimes means a case can’t 
proceed, leading to even fur-
ther delays.

At the Courts & Legal Ser-
vices hearing, it was clear 
that more judges and court 
officers are an important 
first step, but that there are 
several other issues to work 
on as well. 

Recent collaborations 

among the mayor, the City 
Council, the police depart-
ment, the courts, prosecutors 
and legal services providers 
have paved the way for im-
provements to our summons 
court and bail system, and to 
improving speedy trial condi-
tions for more serious crimes 
in Supreme Court. Our 

Criminal Court, especially 
in Queens, deserves the same 
attention and its same fair 
share of resources.

Councilman Rory I. Lanc-
man chairs the Committee on 
Courts & Legal Services and 
represents the 24th Council 
District.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

The article, “FAA reform 
bill raises concern from 
Queens leaders” (Feb. 19) sug-
gests that aircraft noise is the 
biggest issue affecting New 
Yorkers. While it is undoubt-
edly a concern for some, U.S. 
airlines have made great 
strides in reducing aircraft 
noise in recent years. In fact, 
FAA data demonstrates that 
the population exposed to sig-
nificant levels of aircraft noise 
has dropped 95 percent since 
the late 1970s, even as enplane-
ments have tripled. We expect 
this trend to continue as U.S. 

airlines purchase new, quieter 
aircraft that are certified to 
meet the latest international 
noise standards.

However, our nation’s anti-
quated air traffic control sys-
tem and New York’s dubious 
distinction as America’s lead-
er in aircraft delays should be 
of concern to us all. Incredibly, 
New York’s three airports—
Kennedy, La Guardia and 
Newark Liberty—account for 
nearly half of our nation’s de-
lays. While some delays are 
caused by Mother Nature, our 
reliance on WWII-era radar 

technology keeps planes from 
flying as directly and efficient-
ly as they otherwise could and 
is responsible for the three 
major New York area airports 
perennial ranking among the 
top five most delayed airports 
in the nation.

This reliance on radar in-
stead of satellite-based naviga-
tion is costing passengers time 
and money. Air traffic control 
delays have become about 15 
percent longer at 13 out of 20 of 
America’s largest hubs despite 
declining traffic, with JFK 
having the longest increase 

at 49 percent. Twenty years 
ago, a flight from LaGuardia 
to Ronald Reagan Washing-
ton National Airport took less 
than an hour. Today the same 
flight takes 90 minutes, as air-
lines have to account for ATC 
delays.

The good news is that Nex-
tGen modernization—which 
utilizes technology we’re 
already using on our smart-
phones and GPS—means 
more efficient ATC and fewer 
delays. The FAA reauthoriza-
tion bill now under consider-
ation would advance NextGen 

while ensuring that environ-
mental and community pro-
tections are maintained and 
enhanced.

NextGen reduces noise 
overall and America’s airlines 
are committed to working 
with the FAA and all commu-
nities near them to hear their-
concerns and find solutions 
that work for us all.

Sharon Pinkerton
Senior Vice President, 

 Legislative and 
Regulatory Policy

Airlines for America

Keep noise down and effi ciency up at Queens airports

‘Speedy Trial’ crisis hits criminal court

RORY LANCMAN
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W
hen I ran for the New 
York City Council in 
2015, the leaders of 
the Queens Village 

Civic Association (Nagassar 
“Ram” Ramgarib and Mo-
hamood “Mo” Ishmael) and I 
initiated a months-long com-
munity-driven battle against a 
program conceived by Albany 
politicians to open a neigh-
borhood prison on a Queens 
Village residential street. We 
organized weekend protests 
at the site that garnered more 
protesters and greater press 
coverage week after week. Af-
ter a couple of months as the 
protests grew, elected officials 
took notice and joined in. 

The “Close to Home Initia-
tive” was designed to relocate 

imprisoned juvenile delin-
quents from upstate jails into 
residential New York City 
communities. Engineered in 
Albany for implementation by 
New York City’s Administra-
tion for Children’s Services, 
“Close to Home” prison relo-
cations are an ill-conceived 
and harmful neighborhood 
intervention. The scheme was 
incubated without community 
knowledge or input, and resi-
dents were kept in the dark. 
Even worse, the program was 
weeks away from moving in-
mates into the residential fa-
cility when we discovered it 
and alerted the local popula-
tion and public officials.

The genesis of the neigh-
borhood prison scheme was 
an under-the-radar piece of 
legislation quietly enacted a 
few years earlier in Albany to 
study prison populations. It 
is said that the road to hell is 
paved with good intentions, 
and the well-meaning legisla-
tion in this case is no excep-
tion. Albany legislators felt that 

it would be compassionate to 
house prisoners closer to their 
own families so their relatives 
would not have to travel long 
distances to upstate prison fa-
cilities where these individu-
als were incarcerated. Unfor-
tunately, legislators gave little 
thought to the families living 
in communities where these 
inmates, including violent of-
fenders, were to be moved. ACS, 
which was slated to operate the 
Queens Village neighborhood 
prison had a track record of in-
competence and at least one in 
four inmates held at their other 
facilities were AWOL at any 
given time. The ACS managed 
a Close to Home facility in Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, from which 
three teenage residents escaped 
undetected in June 2015, going 
to Manhattan overnight, and 
allegedly beating and raping a 
woman in Chinatown.  

Fast forward to today, when 
we find Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito and other 
council members actively 
considering proposals to close 

down Rikers Island, the prison 
situated between Queens and 
the Bronx, and home to more 
than 10,000 prisoners. This 
proposal seems to be gaining 
traction among progressive 
City Council members. Sure, 
there is no disagreement that 
Rikers has serious problems, 
but the answer is to fix it, not 
close it. There are obviously 
endemic, intractable problems 
at Rikers. Last summer, a law-
suit resulted in a settlement 
that will move teenage inmates 
into our communities. Accord-
ing to the New York Observer, 
as part of the settlement, “The 
city will have to ‘make best 
efforts’ to find somewhere to 
house inmates under 18. The 
site would have to be acces-
sible by public transit and be 
able to allow for direct super-
vision.”  Will that supervision 
come from ACS, or some other 
agency with little oversight?

The proponents of closing 
Rikers tell us that dispersing 
the prison population into 
smaller prisons throughout 

the city is more compassionate.  
Perhaps for the prisoners—
but certainly not for neigh-
borhoods in the crosshairs of 
site-location discussions. De-
spite assurances otherwise, 
our communities will have no 
control or veto power over site 
locations. Sure, there will be 
public hearings, but they will 
be nothing more than a “dog 
and pony show” to allow pro-
gram administrators to assert 
that discussions did take place 
with the community. 

Now is the time to alert 
your elected officials if you 
want them to protect our safe-
ty and security by stopping 
implementation of this prison 
initiative. City Council mem-
bers appear to view neighbor-
hood prisons as a viable option 
so long as they are in someone 
else’s neighborhood. The City 
Council should more seriously 
analyze the real-life conse-
quences of their actions rather 
than trying to force us to be 
pawns in their grand social 
experiments.

O
n Nov. 26, 1922, How-
ard Carter took out the 
little chisel his grand-
mother had given him 

on his 17th birthday when he, 
an English lad, was already 
obsessed by ancient Egypt. 
Now pushing 50, a middle-aged 
archeologist who had seemed 
promising, then washed up, 
then possibly promising again, 
Carter was standing in a hole 
in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings, 
sweating. 

Hoping against hope, he 
tapped his childhood chisel 
on the doorway of what looked 
like it could be a tomb, or at 
least some kind of repository. 
Once he made a hole, he poked 
a candle through. 

“Can you see anything?” 
asked his companion and 

benefactor, George Herbert.
“Yes,” Carter replied.” 

Wonderful things.”
And I just saw them, too: The 

gold and glories—and tchotch-
kes—of King Tut’s tomb.

At “The Discovery of King 
Tut,” a midtown exhibit that 
faithfully recreates exactly 
what Carter saw when he be-

came the first human in 3,000 
years to lay eyes on Tut’s tomb, 
you wander through room af-
ter room of amazing artifacts, 
with the special excitement of 
seeing them just the way they 
were when first discovered.

The room full of “amazing 
things” that Carter saw looks 
exactly like the attic of an ec-
centric aunt. There are beds 
shaped like animals, wheels 
leaning against each other like 
a bunch of ancient bike tires, 
trunks, stools, vases and—oh 
yes—a baby throne made out 
of gold. It is sitting in the back, 
abandoned as any highchair 
you’d put in your attic once 
your child-king outgrew it.

Weirdest of all are the doz-
ens of egg-shaped containers 
slightly larger than footballs. 

These held food for the after-
life—the sacred lunch boxes of 
their day. 

As you wind your way 
through the exhibit, chock-
a-block with dazzling golden 
coffins and surprising hiero-
glyphics (including a whole 
wall done in a baboon motif),  
your audio guide informs you 
of the fact that Carter had been 
searching for King Tut’s tomb 
ever since he learned that the 
statue of a later pharaoh once 
actually had another name on 
it: “Tutankhamun.” The later 
pharaoh had chiseled Tut’s 
name off the front and replaced 
it with his own—missing Tut’s 
name on the back. 

A cup also inscribed with 
Tut’s name made Carter in-
creasingly certain that history 
had not accounted for King Tut, 
and neither had archeologists. 
But who was Tut? There was 
no other trace of him. If he had 
ruled, where was he buried? 
Why had no one found him yet?

Carter convinced Herbert, 
the fifth Earl of Carnarvon, 
to fund his search, and spent 
years digging fruitlessly, 

searching for Tut’s tomb. Car-
narvon was about to call it 
quits when Carter begged him 
for one more season of fund-
ing. Reportedly worried that 
Carter would find the tomb 
just when he pulled out, the 
earl signed another check. 
(Weirdly enough, you can see 
how the earl could have af-
forded this hobby if you watch 
Public Television: “Downton 
Abbey” is filmed in his home.)

But back to Egypt: At 
around the time of this final, 
funded season, one of Carter’s 
minions—a boy who brought 
jars of water to the workers—
dug into the sand to make a lit-
tle hole to hold one of the jars. 
He always did this, to make 
them stand upright. But this 
time, his hand hit a smooth, 
flat surface.

It was the top of a long-bur-
ied staircase.  

The rest is ancient history. 
But the exhibit is so vibrant, 
this history doesn’t feel that far 
removed. In an era when ISIS 
is blowing up monuments be-
cause it wants to erase the past, 
Tut’s successor chiseling his 

name off of statues seems fa-
miliar. And once you learn the 
soap opera of Tut’s family—his 
grandfather was a great and 
beloved ruler, his dad reversed 
everything the grandpa had 
done, even changing the coun-
try’s religion and capital, then 
Tut changed all it back—the 
young king doesn’t seem so un-
reachable. You see the tiny cof-
fin that contained his stillborn 
daughter. You learn there were 
flowers still on his casket when 
Carter uncovered it. 

Then you exit back to the 
modern kingdom of New York 
City, dazzling, magnificent, 
invincible. And you wonder: 
Who will wander the exhibit 
about us? 

“The Discovery of King Tut” 
is at 417 Fifth Ave at 38th Street. 
Mon. – Thurs, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.; 
Friday, 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.; Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m. http://www.tut-
nyc.com). $27 for adults; $17 for 
children (5–16); $22 for seniors, 
college students, AAA, mili-
tary; $15 on Museum Mondays; 
and $65 for a “Family 4 Pack” 
(2-child minimum). 

COLUMNS
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T
he civic associations of 
Queens are concerned 
about the number of 
hotels which are being 

built. There is concern that the 
owners of these hotels could 
lease them to the city as home-
less shelters. Two small hotels 
have already been turned into 
homeless shelters.

One hotel is the Verve Hotel 
at 40-03 29th St. in Long Island 
City. The building has 94 rooms 
and houses about 200 women. It 
seems that an advisory board 
meeting by the Department of 
Homeless Services about this 
hotel caused a furor because 
the press was not permitted 
to attend. The excuse given 

was that sensitive informa-
tion about the clients might be 
revealed or that clients might 
be present and might want to 
talk. Well, my feeling is that 
the clients might want to speak 
and tell of the poor way some 
of these homeless shelters are 
maintained.

Another hotel which was 
suddenly turned into a home-
less shelter is the Par Central 
Motor Inn at 82-85 Parsons 
Blvd. in Jamaica, which is 
near a couple of active civic as-
sociations. Community Board 
8 was not informed that 33 
homeless families were being 
placed in the hotel and it has 
sent a letter of concern to the 
NYC Human Resources Ad-
ministration.

Another hotel which was 
turned into a homeless shelter 
was the Pan American Hotel, 
which is now called the Boule-
vard Family Residence. It is at 
79-00 Queens Blvd. in Elmhurst 
and opened as a shelter in 

June 2014 with little or no no-
tification to the surrounding 
community which led to years 
of demonstrations by civic 
leaders and legislators. It has 
216 units with many children. 
A new city contract with Sa-
maritan Village to operate the 
building has been approved 
by New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer. Are there 
places where children can do 
homework? 

This type of facility is one 
reason why many people op-
pose these shelters. There are 
numerous building violations 
of all kinds. The city Admin-
istrative Code is violated be-
cause the units do not have 
kitchen facilities, which means 
that families are now cooking 
on hot plates. Samaritan vil-
lage says it can correct the vio-
lations and provide a daycare 
center, a playground and out-
door recreation facilities. A 
civic leader involved with this 
facility came to last month’s 

Queens Civic Congress. One 
problem he told about was the 
actions of some of the residents 
who wander around the neigh-
borhood, take off their clothes 
and throw them around and 
do other weird things. 

One big problem is that 
some families are dysfunc-
tional, some people have men-
tal problems and don’t take 
their medicines, which would 
make them behave more ratio-
nally, and some people are ad-
dicts and behave abnormally. 
These facilities need mental 
services and guidance servic-
es and people to help the fami-
lies solve any problems they 
have. If there are not enough 
services to meet the needs of 
the clients, the community 
will suffer and will complain, 
fighting the facility and caus-
ing all kinds of disruptions.

Three large hotels are being 
built in Fresh Meadows. One 
12-story hotel is just to the west 
of the Fresh Meadows Develop-

ment at 61-27 186th St. It will 
have 102 transient rooms to be 
rented to Chinese students who 
will not stay more than 30 days. 
Sounds strange to me! The 
Fresh Meadows Homeowners 
Civic Association has sent a let-
ter of concern to the mayor. The 
developer has refused to meet 
with civic leaders. There is con-
cern that the owners will turn 
this building over to the city for 
homeless shelters.

Just about 600 feet across 
the Long Island Expressway 
from this hotel, two Marriott 
146-room hotels are being built 
on the westbound LIE service 
road. Who will use them? They 
are a couple of blocks from 
Francis Lewis High School. 
Will the owner try to flip them 
into homeless shelters?

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 

OF THE WEEK: Civics have 
spent decades fighting to im-
prove their communities and 
now City Hall may destroy all 
this.       

L
ike any proud New York-
er, I was outraged a few 
months ago when the 
sniveling senator from 

Texas, Ted Cruz, used the 
loaded term “New York val-
ues” in his attempt to smear 
liberal New Yorkers like me. 
He was attempting to bloody 
his main Republican presiden-
tial opponent, Donald Trump, 
by linking his native roots to 
liberal political beliefs.

Well, how did that turn out, 
Sen. Cruz?

I’m writing this column two 
days before Super Tuesday, 
and unless something strange 
happens (and this year, isn’t 
everything kind of strange 
in politics?), America will 
have woken up on Wednesday 
morning with the very likely 
prospect of a Hillary Clinton–
Donald Trump cage match for 
the presidency. The only real 

unknown will be whether for-
mer Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
will make it a three-ring New 
York circus. Although I hope 
so, that doesn’t seem likely 
against an ascendant Hillary.

So, what have we learned 
and what can we expect over 
the next nine months?

We have learned to expect 
the unexpected. Anybody who 
tells you with confidence that 
they can predict this topsy-tur-
vy year is either a frustrated 
pundit or someone who’s been 
taking too many controlled 
substances.

That said, and with a clean 
mind and body, I venture the 
following observations.

It goes without saying that 
a growing slice of America is 
pissed about the economy and 
the huge economic inequality 
gap. In the same way that the 
Civil Rights movement ani-
mated the 1960s and feminism 
surged in the 1970s and 80s 
and gay rights broke through 
in the aughts, I believe eco-
nomic justice has become the 
singular theme of the teens.

Minimum wage, paid sick 
leave, maternity and paternity 
leave. Worker rights, more pro-

gressive taxation and limiting 
executive pay. Corporate social 
responsibility, sustainability, 
pay equity and real company 
diversity. Free public college 
tuition, student loan amnesty 
and university accountability 
for return on investment.

These are just some of the 
highly charged issues that the 
next president and the next 
Congress will have to contend 
with.  Like the fictional anchor 
Howard Beal in the famous 
1970s movie “Network” the 
public has said: “We’re mad 
as hell and we’re not going to 
take it anymore.”

That’s why a supreme long 
shot like Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders has touched a nerve 
with young America and has 
made Hillary Clinton work 
hard for the Democratic nomi-
nation. Sanders is absolutely 
right: money has ruined our 
Democratic process.

His loud voice—and the 
passionate crowds who have 
attended his rallies—has 
dragged the party and Clinton 
to the left. The presumptive 
nominee must address these 
economic issues if she wants 
to keep Bernie’s base fired up 

for the November elections. 
On the Republican side, 

well, at least we no longer have 
the dozen or so clowns who 
were in the race in late 2015 pol-
luting our airwaves anymore. 
I am so happy that Wisconsin 
Sen. Scott Walker is no longer 
spreading his anti-union ven-
om and Carly Fiorina, a pre-
tender of a candidate if there 
ever was one, has taken her 
dour view of Planned Parent-
hood and of other progressive 
causes and gone back to what 
we hope will be a quiet, seclud-
ed retirement.

But, we still have the 
800-pound Gorilla from Fifth 
Avenue, Donald Trump, on 
an even bigger stage than be-
fore. Despite some bruising 
playground scrapes with Ted 
Cruz and the not-ready-for-
primetime senator from Flor-
ida, Marco Rubio, Trump will 
emerge as the last man stand-
ing in the GOP primary cam-
paign. Could he be the Trojan 
Horse that finally blows up the 
regressive venom and obstruc-
tionism of the radical right? 

Like almost everyone with 
manners, I find Trump’s style 
and rhetoric to be unacceptable 

and he has debased our culture. 
His xenophobia may have got-
ten him the Republican nomi-
nation, but that won’t fly in a 
general election where he will 
need intelligent independent 
voters who want a leader they 
can trust with his or her finger 
on the nuclear button.

But there are two things 
he has espoused that I believe 
are more progressive than Hil-
lary’s stances: staying out of 
civil wars in the Middle East 
and repealing the unfair car-
ried interest tax on hedge fund 
millionaires. Trump has spo-
ken out about both of these is-
sues and Hillary has, unfortu-
nately, been strangely silent.

If nothing else, perhaps 
Sanders and then Trump can 
make Hillary a better candi-
date, a better leader and a more 
progressive president. She has 
almost all the right experience 
and beliefs—but her two blind 
spots are intervention in the 
Middle East and coziness with 
Wall Street.

No matter what, it seems 
that America is about to get at 
least four years of New York 
values. And that sounds just 
fine to me.

COLUMNS
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The man who is accused of crash-
ing into an off-duty rookie cop sta-
tioned in Far Rockaway as he stood 
at an accident scene on the New Jer-
sey Turnpike turned himself in, po-
lice said Monday.  The crash, which 
occurred Sunday morning, capped 
off a series of hit-and-run crashes 
throughout Queens and the tri-state 
area which left two people critically 
injured  and four dead.

On the New Jersey Turnpike, Po-
lice Officer Vincent Harrison, 25, was 
killed after surviving a collision with 
an SUV during a lane change when a 
third vehicle struck him as he stood 
on the highway shoulder, state police 
said.  

The driver of the third vehicle 
identified as William Espinal-Mejia, 
35, of Linden, N.J., turned himself in 
Monday and was charged with sec-
ond-degree leaving the scene of a fatal 
accident, police said. 

The 100th Precinct, where Harri-
son was stationed, was already reel-
ing from another shock with Capt.  
Matthew Hanrahan recovering from 
a heart problem.

“This senseless and deplorable act 
robbed our community of a bright 
young officer who, in his short career, 
dedicated himself to making our com-
munity a better place,” said Assem-
blyman Phil Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach).

The two Queens crashes, which oc-
curred in Jamaica and Ozone Park, 
killed one pedestrian and critically 
injured another.  Three others oc-
curred in Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx.

In all six incidents the motorists 
fled the scene, police said. No arrests 
had been made in the five city acci-
dents and as of Wednesday, while all 
six hit-and-runs remained under in-
vestigation, police said.

The string of collisions started in 
the Bronx, just before 1:30 a.m. Sun-
day, authorities said.  Police said  
63-year-old Jose Contreras was struck 
and killed by a black sport-utility ve-
hicle in the Tremont section of the 
Bronx.

Less than an hour later, at around 
2:30 a.m. in South Jamaica, a 22-year-
old woman was struck by a silver 
minivan as she was crossing Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard at 118th Road, po-
lice said. She was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital unconscious and was listed 
in critical condition.

About two hours later, police were 
called to 111th Street near 109th Av-
enue in South Ozone Park, where a 
man identified as Besik Shengelia 
was hit as he was trying to collect 
items in the back seat of his car, po-

lice said.
Shengelia, 48, of Brooklyn, was re-

ported by police as unconscious and 
unresponsive in the roadway when 
the authorities arrived. He was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, 
where he was pronounced dead.

Hit-and-run accidents were also 
reported in SoHo in Manhattan, with 
one victim listed in critical condition 
and in Park Slope, Brooklyn, with one 
victim reported dead.

Queens has faced a 2.3 percent 
uptick in injuries to motorists and 
passengers since 2013 and is now the 
only borough where injuries to driv-
ers and passengers exceed 2013 levels, 
when the Vision Zero program began, 
according to a 2015 report put out 
by Make Queens Safer, a grassroots 
street-safety advocacy organization.

“It is absolutely essential that our 
police and our district attorney take 
these cases seriously and prosecute 
them,” said Peter Beadle, chairman of 
Transportation Alternatives’ Queens 
Activist Committee. 

“Drivers need to know that there 
are real consequences to these ac-
tions,” he said.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Office Vincent Harrison (l), who was killed 
by a hit-and-run driver on the New Jersey 
Turnpike over the weekend, is shown with 
his brother, Horace, an officer in the 101 
Precinct. Facebook

Spate of hit-and-runs
leave 4 dead, 2 injured
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BY BILL PARRY

Kaufman Astoria Studios is going 
green. 

One of the largest film and televi-
sion production centers on the East 
Coast has unveiled this week a new 
solar power system on the roof of its 
3,000-square-foot Stage K building, 
which recently served as the home of 
“Best Time Ever with Neil Patrick 
Harris.”

The power system is comprised of 
373 solar panels that were installed by 
Solar One Energy. They will produce 
121.2 kilowatts of electricity, which 
will provide significant power to run 
the building’s offices, lights and eleva-
tors.

Each year, the solar panels will 
reduce carbon emissions by nearly 93 
metric tons. The nearly century-old an-

chor of the Kaufman Arts District, the 
24-block area that contains the Muse-
um of Moving Image, the Frank Sina-
tra School of the Arts and the Queens 
Council of the Arts, Kaufman Astoria 
Studios strives to be a good neighbor.

“We look at everything we do at 
KAS in terms of our role in the commu-
nity—our relationship with the people 
who live here, the people who work 
at the studio who are part of the com-
munity, and our business neighbors,” 
Kaufman Astoria Studios President 
and CEO Hal Rosenbluth said. “Along 
those same lines, we’re very pleased 
that the solar panels at Stage K will ad-
vance this mission and cut back on our 
carbon footprint.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The Democratic State Commit-
tee has nominated U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) for a fourth term 
Monday. Schumer will likely become 
the Senate Democratic leader if re-
elected in his race against the expected 
Republican nominee Wendy Long.

“I am honored to be nominated,” 
Schumer said. “The No. 1issue our 
country faces is the decline of the mid-
dle class. In my campaign, and should I 
be elected, I will do everything I can to 
make it easier for Americans and New 
Yorkers to stay in and get to the middle 
class. I will also continue to be every 
bit as accessible and focused on New 
York as I have been throughout my ca-
reer in the Senate.”

Now in his 18th year, Schumer en-
joys a 60 percent approval rating, ac-
cording to a Sienna College poll in Jan-
uary. Gov. Andrew Cuomo endorsed 

Schumer’s nomination and called the 
65-year-old incumbent “truly outstand-
ing,” but the two leaders did not appear 
to speak to each other.

Kaufman Astoria Studios installed a massive solar panel array on the roof of its 
Stage K building that will reduce carbon emissions by 93 metric tons a year. 

Photo courtesy Kaufman Astoria Studios

Schumer nominated for fourth term

Kaufman goes solar

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

CHARLES SCHUMER
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“My sister Eileen possessed an incredible love and enthusiasm for life. With her 
keen sense of style, she loved fashion, shopping, traveling to Europe, and finding 
new and exciting restaurants. So when we realized that there was no cure for 
her terminal cancer, there was no better place that she spend her final days than 
where her quality of life would never be compromised: Calvary Hospital. The staff 
at Calvary – in fact, every employee who we were in contact with – relieved the 
pain, as well as the incredible stress that we were experiencing. Eileen was treated 
with the integrity, dignity and grace that she deserved…even to her very last day. 
Her hair was kept properly coiffed, her nails done just right, and her nurse even 
applied her signature make up. Eileen said the pampering made her feel loved. 
The staff was extraordinary in their care, as if God had hand-picked them to work 
there. Eileen always believed that you should never give up on life as long as you 
have a breath in you. Well, Calvary Hospital celebrated her life until the very end 
in a way that only Calvary can. Thank you, Calvary. And God bless you.”

- Michael W. Conway

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“There was only one place that could match my sister’s 
love for life during her final days: Calvary Hospital.”

breast-cancer.adelphi.edu
• We are here to answer your questions and help you  
 get the most current information and resources.
• We are here to talk to you during hard times.
 Call our hotline or chat with us online.
• Visit us at breast-cancer.adelphi.edu and chat with  
 a survivor or social worker.

Contact the Adelphi Breast Cancer Hotline
�����������	�
�������������������
������
mammogram.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
A Long Island woman and 

her son have been indicted on 
charges of trying to influence 
the jury, through telephone 
calls to jurors and a meeting 
with a juror in a McDonald’s, 
during the son’s trial for the at-
tempted murder of two police-
men who were trying to arrest 
him for a home invasion, the 
Queens district attorney said.

As a result of the defen-
dants’ alleged actions, the at-
tempted murder case, tried in 
Queens Supreme Court, re-
sulted in a mistrial.

Queens DA Richard Brown 
identified the defendants as 
Hina Rizvi, 46, of New Hyde 
Park, N.Y. and her son, Mo-
hammad Ali, 23, of Jamaica.

The defendants were each 
charged in a seven-count indict-
ment with four counts of jury 
tampering, two counts of crimi-
nal contempt and one count of 
conspiracy, Brown said. If con-
victed, each of them could face 

up to one year in jail.
Rizvi was arraigned Feb. 24 

before Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Kron and 
was ordered held on $5,000 bail 
with her next court appear-
ance set for May 18. Ali is to be 
arraigned at a later date.

Brown said that according 
to the charges, Ali was sus-
pected of robbing a Hicksville, 
L.I., residence on Jan. 3, 2014. 
When four Nassau County 
police went to Ali’s Queens 
apartment to arrest him, Ali 

allegedly attempted to run 
down two of the officers with 
his car as he tried to flee, the 
complaint said.

Brown said that while the 
son was on trial for the at-
tempted murder of the two 
Nassau police officers, it is al-
leged that while being held at 
Rikers Island, he carried on 
telephone conversations with 
several jurors with the intent 
of influencing the outcome of 
his trial. His mother is also 
accused of telephoning several 
jurors for the same purpose.

Rizvi also told her son that 
she had discussed the trial 
outcome with a juror in a Mc-
Donald’s restaurant, accord-
ing to the complaint.

“It is alleged that during 
the trial Rizvi and Ali engaged 
in disorderly, contemptuous or 
insolent behavior in an attempt 
to interrupt the proceedings 
and continued to do so even 
after admonitions by Justice 
Kenneth Holder, who declared 
a mistrial,” Brown said.

BY GABRIEL ROM

An eight-item participa-
tory budgeting ballot has 
been decided upon in Eliza-
beth Crowley’s City Council 
district. A team of about 25 
budget delegates worked with 
city agencies to determine 
the final projects. The proj-
ects are as follows:

• Computer equipment and 
furniture for the Ridgewood 
and Maspeth libraries

• Swing set renovations at 
Little Bush Park

• Basketball court renova-
tions at Little Bush Park

• New auditorium seating 
at PS 71 and 153

• Updated restrooms at PS 
9, 49 and 88

• Extra air conditioning 
units in IS 73’s cafeteria or 
auditorium

• Laptop carts for class-
rooms in PS 49, 87, 119 and 
153

• 30 smartboards for Gro-
ver Cleveland High School 
and PS/IS 87

District residents can vote 
for up to five projects from 
March 28 to April 3. Vot-
ing can be done via paper or 
mobile ballot at to-be-deter-
mined polling sites, or via on-
line voting . In order to be eli-
gible for online voting, voters 
must pre-register in person 
at Crowley’s office or with a 
Participatory Budgeting vol-
unteer who will be present at 
various neighborhood meet-
ings until Vote Week. 

The projects can be seen 
in detail at two project expos.

The first expo is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 15, at 6 
p.m. at Maspeth Town Hall, 
and the second on Thursday, 
March 24, at 6 p.m. at the 
Ridgewood Library.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

A mother is charged in Queens for 
trying to influence jurors at the tri-
al of her son, who is charged with 
trying to kill a cop. 

Citizen budgeting ballot 
set for Crowley’s district

Mother and son are indicted 
for trying to infl uence jurors

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day
  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 1st, 2016

       Preference given to students living in District 24

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train
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Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2016 at 6pm

Applications now

           available online. 

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send 
your opinions or comments

 to timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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In this episode, Luchia meets Dana Horn, a 6th grade English teacher at the 
Young Women’s Leadership School of Queens.

Growing up Dana Horn had two passions and, while one of them was teaching, 
it was not the one she immediately pursued. As Robert Frost would say, she took 
a road “less traveled.”  She started working in television and media and, after 
several years, she decided that it was time to pursue her real passion, teaching. 

Watch Episode 5 on our channels or on qptv.org.

A series that highlights the female decision-maker, political leader, manager 
and scientist - as the norm, not the exception. They are everyday women, 

mothers, wives, sisters, and co-workers, whose actions have  
contributed to the Queens community.
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Visitors to the Queens Museum are greeted at its newest exhibit 
by this over-sized canvas of Paul Bunyan by political cartoonist 
and painter William Gropper.  Photo by Michael Shain

A king-size exhibit at the Queens Museum

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

After World War II, Gropper produced a 
series of drawings depicting the horrors 
of the Holocaust. 

The artist, who died in 1977, was unapol-
ogetically radical during the period be-
tween the two world wars. 

Gropper produced thousands of political cartoons for left-wing publi-
cations like this drawing of FDR belching "War Hysteria" smoke while a 
young female figure labeled "Democracy" is clubbed in the background.
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Josh Santis
Student of Distinction
March 2016
Holy Cross High School
Flushing, New York

It is with great pleasure that we present Josh 
Santis, a giving youth with true school and commu-
nity spirit as our March Student of Distinction. He 
feels honored to be a member of the distinguished 
National Honor Society. This is his fi rst full year be-
ing part of NHS, and already he has volunteered 
to help out at school events.

Gail Sicoli, Director of Institutional Advance-
ment, is not surprised.  “When the Advance-
ment Offi ce requires student volunteers, Josh is 
inevitably the fi rst person we reach out to for his 
time and talent,” she says. “He is dependable,  
punctual and professional, whether greeting and 
engaging in conversation with the New York City 
Fire Commissioner or selling raffl e tickets at the 
golf outing.”

There are several activities to which Josh brings 
considerable skill. Among these is Mock Trial. 
Mock Trial permits students to try a case in court. 
Team members are designated as either lawyers 
or witnesses. Real lawyers preside over the case 
and judge the teams based on how well the team 
understands the law and how the team presents. 
Josh joined the Mock Trial team last year and has 
been fortunate to have a coach who works at the 
Queens District Attorney’s offi ce. 

Getting to know his teammates, learning to 
work within a team dynamic, as well as develop-
ing leadership skills, are among the key motivating 
factors for Josh’s Mock Trial participation.  The 
competitive tournament of 2016 Mock Trial began 
just last Tuesday. Holy Cross prepared tirelessly 
to face their competitors – even meeting at the 
D.A.’s offi ce on weekends to perfect everything.  
Josh states, “Luckily our hard work and prepara-
tion paid off as we went on to win the match. 

We hope to build on the work we have done to 
keep achieving, not only for ourselves, but for our 
school, as well.”

While knowledge of law is a contributing fac-
tor to the team’s success, personality also plays a 
winning role. According to Mrs. Sicoli, “On the 
Mock Trial team, Josh’s self-effacing charm and 
demeanor scored points from judges and earned 
him the respect of his fellow teammates.”

He is active in another program with a legal/
legislative bent: The Student Ambassadors Pro-
gram, created by Councilmember Paul Vallone. 
Over the course of their year-long commitment, 
student ambassadors put together charity drives, 
work on community projects and assist at local se-
nior centers. As a student ambassador Josh helped 
organize the Holiday Parade for children and a 
toy drive for the children at St. Mary’s Hospital. He 
is very keen on the opportunity to assist in drafting 
legislation prior to the program’s end.

Campus Ministry is another activity in which 

Josh is engaged and to which he has made a two-
year commitment. Service learning is an integral 
part of the work of Campus Ministry. According 
to Jack Rampulla, Campus Ministry Director, “As 
a campus minister Josh is often called upon to as-
sume leadership roles and is entrusted with great 
responsibility.  While he could have taken a less 
demanding option, he voluntarily chose to make a 
deeper and more profound impact on the school 
community and the community-at-large.”

Commitment to his faith is evident. For example, 
he wrote a piece that was published in The Tablet 
and is currently in the process of writing another 
piece.

 Mr. Rampulla says, “Josh is quick with a smile, 
lending a helping hand and offering words of 
encouragement to those around him. He dis-
plays good character consistently, and is a good 
example to the rest of the school community of an 
active Christian ethic so important to our faith.”

Traits he possess include being proactive and 
forward-thinking. These characteristics have been 
employed while playing saxophone for the Holy 
Cross Band and scoring points on the soccer fi eld 
for Holy Cross’s Varsity soccer team. During his 
freshman year, the team won a championship; it 
was his fi rst time experiencing achievement on a 
large scale. The experience gained was shared 
the following year as he and his teammates helped 
transition new freshmen players both to the team 
and to the school. 

Mrs. Sicoli is not surprised by Josh’s achieve-
ment. She enthuses, “Even as a sophomore Josh 
was poised and articulate, possessing a confi -
dence unique in one so young and inexperienced. 
It was evident from our fi rst conversation that no 
obstacle would stand in this young man’s way 
once he chose to pursue an activity or attain a 
goal.”

We are confi dent he will stride toward his 
goals with the positive, enthusiastic, and compas-
sionate manner that have defi ned his character.  
Our congratulations to Josh for what he has ac-
complished thus far and for what he will accom-
plish in the future.
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Josh Santis
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De Blasio brings City Hall to Bay Terrace

In his second town hall meeting in Queens in the last year, Mayor de Blasio visited Clearview Senior Center in 
Bay Terrace Monday night. It drew up to 300 people and lasted almost three hours.

Several members of the top NYPD brass, including (l-r) commanding officers of the 111th 
and 109th Pct., William McBride and Thomas Conforti, along with Deputy Chief John Essig 
and Commanding Officer Diana Pizzuti of Patrol Borough Queens North.

Photos by Michael Shain

Students from Bay Terrace's PS 169 asked about when more recycling would be coming to the neighborhood, a 
question de Blasio turned over to Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia (r). 

“It's important to come out to meetings like these and hear directly 
from the people,” the mayor says.

City Councilman Paul Vallone (r) moderated the meeting, calling on a list of civic leaders 
who wanted to question the mayor on subjects from budgets to crosswalks.

The mayor’s visit to northeast Queens resulted in a wealth of media 
 coverage.
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BY BILL PARRY

The iconic Hell Gate Bridge 
in Astoria will mark its cen-
tennial in September and a 
host of elected officials in 
western Queens are calling 
on its owner to give it a face-
lift. U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) and 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria), 
along with state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria), and City Council-
man Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) drafted a letter call-
ing on Amtrak to repaint the 
bridge for the first time in 20 
years.

“Despite its superior design 
and historic significance, the 
Hell Gate Bridge has been al-
lowed to take on an unbecom-
ing appearance,” they wrote. 
“As you are surely aware, the 
bridge has not been painted 
since the 1990s, and stands 
today covered in a patchwork 
of pink, beige and brown. We 

believe that the time is right 
to turn Hell Gate into anoth-
er jewel adorning New York 
City’s waterfront.”

Amtrak, which is in its 
worst financial shape ever 
with debt topping $3 billion, 
according to government re-
port, does not agree.

“The main span of the Hell 
Gate Bridge was last painted 
in 1996, after a special Con-
gressional appropriation of $55 
million, which was provided 
for the painting of the entire 

Hell Gate viaduct,” Amtrak 
spokesman Craig Schulz said. 
“While the paint that  was ap-
plied to the main span in 1996 
has discolored, the judgment 
of the Amtrak Engineering 
Department is that the paint 
still provides adequate protec-
tion of the steel and is prevent-
ing structure deterioration. 
The current condition of the 
paint will allow it to continue 
providing that level of protec-
tion for some years to come.”

BY GABRIEL ROM

More than a century after 
it was built, a Woodhaven 
firehouse will be undergoing 
major reconstruction later 
this year, officials from the 
FDNY said01.

The city Department of 
Design and Construction put 
out a request for proposal 
Monday afternoon to reno-
vate the firehouse at 89-40 
87th St.

FDNY Engine Co. 293 pro-
vides emergency services to 
the neighborhoods of Rich-
mond Hill and Woodhaven. 

The construction will 
modernize the station house 
and increase the size of the 
bay doors, fire officials said, 
which will be expanded to al-
low for larger fire trucks and 
equipment.

The DDC advertised the 
renovations as a “gut reha-
bilitation” of the structure, 
meaning a complete over-
haul. 

City officials were unable 

to say whether the renova-
tions to the station house 
would force it to close or 
when exactly the upgrades 
would begin.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Elected officials in western Queens request a paint job for the Hell Gate 
Bridge ahead of its centennial in September. Photo by Bill Parry

Woodhaven fi re station 
set to get a makeover

Electeds request a paint job 
for Hell Gate Bridge 100th

A FUN AND FLEXIBLE SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN ENTERING PRE-K - 8TH GRADE!

June 27 - August 12         Mon. - Fri., 9 - 4:30g

Call or email for more information! 
(718) 268-4667  ext. 108  -   summer@kewforest.org  -  www.kewforest.org

     

Flexible Scheduling
Academics & Recreation 
Before/After Camp Care
Cooking
Hands-on Science
Swimming
Field Trips and More!

A

S

The city Department of Design 
and Construction put out a re-
quest for proposal to reno-
vate a century-old firehouse in 
Woodhaven. Google Earth
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

$53.95 Per Person Plus Tax For Adults   |   $25 Per Person Plus Tax for Kids (10 yrs old & younger)

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  MARCH 27,  2016   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM,  3PM & 5PM 

Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, Soppressata,  
Fire Roasted Peppers, Pepperoncino, Fresh Mozzarella & Vine 

Ripe Tomatoes, Parmigiano Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, 
Mediterranean Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes,  

Seasonal Grilled Vegetables W/Tomato Bruschetta, & Pasta salad.

Rosemary Roasted Leg Of Lamb W/ Mint Balsamic Glaze,  
Smoked Ham W/ Pineapple Chutney 

Chicken Florentine Breaded Chicken Breast Stuffed W/ Spinach  
& Boursin Herb Cheese & Demi Glaze, Fried Calamari W/ Marinara 

Sauce, Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta, Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro 
Sauce, Stuffed Seabass W/Crabmeat Stuffing & Lemon Bur Blanc 

Sauce, Eggplant Rollatini In Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce,  
Mashed Potato Bar W/Sour Cream, Cheese, Bacon Bits, Roasted 

Corn, & Onion Straws, Roasted Spring Vegetables & Salad Bar

CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

3

1 2

65

4

"We sold out in three days," says Copperstone, after announcing a party for the so-
cial media site that has posted pictures of the food from more than 500 borough 
 eateries. 

Brian Geraghty (l) and Ashley Copperstone celebrating the first anniversary of Queens 
Eats, their Instagram site which attracted more than 12,000 followers in less than a 
year, at Queens Comfort, the Astoria restaurant.

Nine-year-old Indigo Reid shows off artwork she sold at the second Ridgewood Kids 
Market, a bazaar for kid entrepreneurs and kid-friendly adults at the Ridgewood 
YMCA.

Colleen Parket-Leon (c), the founder of the Ridgewood Kids Market, put her kids, 
Jordan and Tyler, and husband, Steven, to work at the event's front table. 

Pop artist Zhang Hongtu guides fans through his major exhibit at the Queens Museum. 
Zhang, who came to the United States 30 years ago, is best known his for Mao series, 
where he put the Chinese ruler's face on everything from oatmeal boxes to cutouts.

Among Zhang's East-West visual puns are Coca-Cola bottles decorated as Chinese por-
clean and this version of Van Gogh's famous self-portrait reinterpreted as a Chinese 
scroll.

Photos by Michael Shain
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Queens Locations
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37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
������	�����	��
����
���	�������
�
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
�����	��
	����
�����������
�
���
�����������������������
���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
����������
�������	���������


Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
������	
������
�������
���
	�����������
�����������
• Home Health Aid
���!"�#�$%���
�
��
����'���
����
���*����������+��
�����
• Experienced instructors
��,
���������	����
�����

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

An individual retirement 
account, or IRA, is a type of 
account men and women who 
meet certain eligibility re-
quirements can open to save 
money for their retirement.

Unlike a 401(k), a type of 
retirement account that is 
provided by an employer, an 
IRA must be opened by an in-
dividual.

Another difference be-
tween a 401(k) and an IRA 
is that men and women can 
withdraw money from their 
IRAs before they reach re-
tirement age to pay medi-

cal expenses without incur-
ring the penalties that apply 
when 401(k) account hold-
ers prematurely withdraw 
money from these accounts. 
One similarity between 
401(k) accounts and tradi-
tional IRAs concerns taxa-
tion. Account holders of both 
types of accounts do not pay 
taxes on their contributions 
to those accounts until they 
begin to withdraw money 
in retirement (prematurely 
withdrawing money from a 
401(k) will incur taxes and 
fees). But men and women 
who open a Roth IRA pay 
their taxes up front, mean-

ing they won’t be paying 
taxes down the road when 
they withdraw money in re-
tirement.

Each type of IRA comes 
with its own set of rules and 
restrictions, including con-
tribution limits and eligibil-
ity requirements based on 
earned income.

In addition, men and 
women with a traditional 
IRA must begin to withdraw 
their money by the time 
they reach age 70.5, while 
those with a Roth IRA can 
leave their money in their 
accounts as long as they 
please. 

Did You Know?
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 4–10, 2016 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 4–10, 201632    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995 $10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

NEVER GET STUCK IN THE SNOW AGAIN! MAJOR WORL
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path toprom
Follow the 

Use our checklist to help prepare 
for the biggest dance of the year

IDEAS FOR SWEET 16s | PARTIES | PROMS | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2016
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perfection
Hair
How to get the look of 
your dreams for your 
big celebration
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PARTY HAIR
5. Take care of your hair so that it is healthy. Stick to 

a regular hair maintenance schedule, including trims 
every four to six weeks, so your locks look healthy on party 

night. Depending on your hair texture, a stylist may rec-
ommend deep-conditioning treatments. Always be gen-
tle with your hair, avoiding tugging or harsh brush-

ing while it is wet, as such treatment can lead to 
breakage.

6. Practice, practice, practice if you are go-

ing it alone. Make several trial runs if you 
plan to do your own hair, asking a friend or fam-
ily member for help if you have diffi culty work-
ing on your own hair.

7. Don’t go crazy cleaning your hair. Of-
tentimes, complicated styles are more eas-

ily achieved with slightly “dirty” hair. Do not 
wash your hair the day of the party; do so the 
day before so your hair has more grip and will 
be less likely to slip out of pins or other hair ac-
cessories on the big day. Adding a little textur-

izer or pomade to hair can thicken it up and 
give it more hold as well.

8. Have a backup plan at the 

ready. A backup plan covers you 
if your hair simply isn’t cooperating 
or if the weather is not conducive to 

the style you selected. A sleek chignon 
or a messy French twist can reign in 
problem hair.

9. Call the salon before you leave 

the house to ensure the stylist is 

running on time. Call ahead so you 
aren’t left twiddling your thumbs 

as you wait for a tardy styl-
ist at the salon. In addition, 
wear a shirt that can be re-
moved easily without dis-
rupting your newly styled 

hair as you change into 
your dress.

10. Don’t for-

get hair 

accessories. Ask 
your stylist to rec-
ommend any ac-
cessories you may 
need to keep your 
hair looking great 
through the night 
and don’t forget 
them at home.

11. Keep your 

m a k e u p 

artist in the loop. If 
a makeup artist will be 

doing your makeup, be 
sure he or she is brought 
up to speed on your 
party night hairstyle 
and the type of dress 

you will be wearing.
Prom night and 

your Sweet 16 are 
chances for teens to 
add some glamour to 

their lives. Hairstyles 
are a big part of the fi n-

ished look, so consideration should be 
given to styles and the work necessary 

to keep hair looking great through the 
night.  

O nce you have chosen your beaded 
gown, party-worthy hair is next on 
the priority lists. A fresh hair-

cut or an intricate updo can perfectly 
complement a well-planned ward-
robe. Some party-goers will dabble 
in styling techniques and products 
at home, but many will be visiting 
salons to perfect their luxurious 
locks.

For girls, the big night presents 
an opportunity to indulge in a com-
plete grooming package that will 
include hair, makeup, nails, and 
faux tanning.

During prom season, salons are 
bound to fi ll appointments quickly, 
so teens should start planning 
their looks early on. The follow-
ing tips can help you look your best 
come party night:

1.Select your dress and jewelry 

fi rst. Choosing your dress and jew-
elry fi rst allows you to customize your 
hairstyle to complement the rest of 
your look. Many girls want to fol-
low a theme, such as romantic or 
sleek, come the big night, and 
hairstyle is an important ele-
ment of such themes. 

2.Book a trial appointment 

at the salon. When book-
ing your hairstyle appointment, 
which should be done at least a 
month in advance of party night, 
book a trial appointment as well. 
Bring photos of your gown to 
your trial appointment and ask 
the stylist to make suggestions on 
which looks will complement the 
gown.

3. Keep your hair texture and cut in 

mind when choosing a hairstyle. Al-
though great stylists often can work magic 
with your hair, they can’t do the im-
possible. If you have short hair 
and want a long, cascading 
style, you will need to invest 
in extensions. Ladies with 
naturally curly hair may have 
to spend more time in the chair 
having their hair straight-
ened if they want a sleek bob. 
Sometimes it’s in your best 
interest to work with your 
hair’s natural texture.

4. Get a grasp of your role 

in crafting your hair-

style. Speak with your stylist 
about how long before the party you 
should undergo any chemical pro-
cesses, including perms, coloring, 
straightening, or relaxing treat-
ments. Do not make drastic changes 
right before the the big night. Any 
modifi cations should be made a few 
months before the big night so you 
can get acclimated to your new hair 
and make any necessary adjust-
ments.

Eleven steps

to perfect
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“The Name Says it All”
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PROM TIMELINEA GIRL’S

BY M. FORLENZA

P lanning for the prom can be 
stressful. Between getting the 
best rate for a limousine, decid-

ing which after-prom to attend and sav-
ing money to do it all, you’ll need ad-
vice on how to make it all work. We’ve 
put together a simple time line with re-
minders and suggestions for tasks you 
may not even be aware of. We hope this 
puts you on a path to a successful prom 
night, minus the stress!

3 months before the prom
■ Scour fashion magazines for dress 

inspiration! Tear out pages that ex-
cite you and gather them in a folder. 
Whether it’s the style or color you 
love in the photograph, at least 
you’re narrowing down options.

■ Ask friends who might be inter-
ested in sharing a ride. Keep a run-
ning list of confi rmations.

■ Start calling limousine companies 
to inquire about rates and availabil-
ity. Keep a list of “possibilities.”

■ Pay attention to your favorite celeb-
rities for hair styles you love. Clip 
pictures from magazines.

■ If you have an after-school job, con-
sider picking up more hours if you 
can.  Jobless? Get out there and 
submit some applications. It’ll be 
helpful when saving money for the 
big night.

■ Create a budget. Try to stick with 
it.

2 months before the prom
■ Hit the stores with your dress in-

spiration folder. Try on as many 
dresses as you can. Start to nar-
row down to your top-fi ve choices. 
Bring friends and family for opin-
ions if necessary.

■ Gather up after-prom party op-
tions. Call companies and see what 
incentives they offer for bringing 
a group.  Share information with 
friends and pick your favorite so 
you can budget accordingly!

■ Collect a down payment from 
friends who will be sharing a ride 
with you. At this point you should 
be seriously considering at least 
one company you felt offered a good 
deal. Place a down payment on your 
ride of choice.

■ Price out some hair stylist options 
if you are getting your hair done 

professionally. If not, start trialing 
hair styles yourself and keep notes 
of which product(s) worked best.

■ Update your budget if necessary. 
Don’t forget to add in the ticket to 
your prom. Ask around at school 
to fi nd out what the cost per person 
will be.

■ Work, work and work some more 
to save money! Ask family and 
friends if they have any opportu-
nities for you to make some extra 
money — babysitting, dog walking, 
anything!

1 month before the prom
■ If you haven’t purchased your 

dream dress — do it now! Arrange 
for alterations if needed.

Check off the boxes as you prepare for the biggest dance of the year

Continued  on page PB
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New Cadillac Es-
calade

Hummer H2

Party Bus

New Infi nity
with Jet Door

New Chrysler 300
with Jet Door

Pink H3 Hummer
with Jet Door

with Pink Interior

53 Passenger
Limo Bus

545-4667

SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY
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WE ALSO DO AIRPORT RUNS
718-353-5466 • 212-682-4040 • 516-489-4040 

Fax: 718-353-5499 • Toll Free: 888-546-6134 (888-LIMO-134)
www.sergislimo.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WEDDINGS, PROMS, PRIVATE PARTIES

Serving the Tri-State area for over 15 years

BOOK 
10 HOURS & 
GET 2 HOURS 

FOR FREE

ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME!

RESERVE 
TODAY!

■ Start shopping for accessories: 
bag, shoes, and jewelry. Consider 
borrowing items from family and 
friends to save some money!

■ Schedule all beauty appointments 
— hair,  nails, and teeth whiten-
ing. Remember to schedule early 
appointments as to not get behind 
schedule on the big day.

■ Hopefully you started paying for 
after-prom tickets already and 
are knee-deep in payments from 
friends. Keep the momentum going 
and place a deadline to encourage 
commitments.

■ Continue paying for your transpor-
tation, fi nish up the payments if 
possible.

■ Purchase prom dinner ticket at 
school.

3 weeks before the prom
■ Do a trial run of the dress, shoes, 

purse, hair and make-up to see if 
the look is everything you’d hoped 
for.

■ Check in with your date. Discuss 
any seating arrangements or trans-
portation dilemmas that you need 
help working out.

■ Finish up after-prom ticket pur-
chases!

2 weeks before the prom
■ Start wearing your shoes around 

the house to break them in.
■ Exfoliate in the shower with a good 

body scrub and loofah. Your skin 
will glow just a bit more in photo-
graphs!

■ Give up snacks for the next two 
weeks. You’ll be surprised what a 
difference it will make. Drink lots 
of water instead!

1 week before the prom
■ Try on the dress and accessories 

again — this is your last chance for 
changes!

■ Call to confi rm all beauty appoint-
ments.

■ Do a little “at home” facial with 
some friends. Use products you’ve 
used before but relax a bit with a 
mask to cleanse your pores.

■ Get your camera in order — does it 
work?  Consider borrowing one if 
yours is not up to par.

■ Place the order for your date’s bou-
tonniere. Select a color that com-
plements your dress. 

1 day before the prom
■ Charge camera and cellphone
■ Pack your purse with necessities 

(gum, lipstick, ID, extra cash, cell-
phone and tickets to the prom and 
after-prom)

■ Pick up your date’s boutonniere 
and keep refrigerated.

■ Have an “in-house” spa evening. 
Pamper yourself a bit with a mask, 
relaxing music and lotion. Be sure 
to only use products you’ve used 
before to decrease the risk of any 
breakouts or allergic reactions.

■ Go to sleep EARLY! You want to be 
well rested and look your best for 
tomorrow!

Prom day
■ Get up early and do some light 

stretching exercises to get your 
blood pumping.

■ Wear a button down shirt to get 
your hair done so you won’t have 
any issues while changing into 
your dress.

■ Call your limousine company to 
confi rm the arrival time and pick 
up location.

■ Drink lots of water. All the running 
around will dehydrate and tire you 
out.

■ Check in with friends to ensure 
they are on schedule as well.

■ Relax! You’ve got everything cov-
ered. Now go dance, take pictures, 
laugh with friends and enjoy!

Continued from page 36
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15 PASS. CHRYSLER 300
 w/Jet & 5th Door For Easy Access

21 PASS. CADILLAC ESCALADE
New Body Style w/Jet & 5th door. 

12 PASS. CHRYSLER 300  
w/5th door - Black or White

1934  
OLDSMOBILE 8

1937 PACKARD  
SUPER 8

2016  
BMW 750i 

ROLLS ROYCE 
PHANTOM

 21 PASS. YUKON/DENALI  
New Body Style

20 PASS.  
EXPEDITION

 19 PASS.  
DENALI HYBRID

 18 PASS. H2 HUMMER  
in Black and White

151515 PPP SASASASSSSS CCCCHRHRHR SYSYSYSLELELERRR 303030000111555 PPPAAAAAAPAASASASASSSSSS CCCCHHHRRRYR SYSYYRRRYYYSSSYSSYSYSYSLLLLELELERRR 33300000000 121212 PPPASASASSSS CCCHHRHRYSYSYSLLELERRR 303030000111222 PPPAAAAAAAAASASASSSSS CCCHHHRRRYRYSYYRRRYYYSSYSYSYSYSLLLLELELERRR 33300000000 199373737 PPP CACACACKAKAKARR1993333777 PPPAAAAAAAAAACCACACKAKAKAAAAAARRR 191919343434111999333344444RDRDRRRRDDDDDD 2020201666222000011616111666 ORORR SS YRRROOOOLLLLLLSSSS ORORROOOOR LLLLLLLLLLLSSSS RRROO CYCYCYCOOOOYROO CYCYYOOOOYYYCCCYCCYCY EEEEE
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PRICING, RESERVATIONS & COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE

M

V
LIMO.CO

M

ANNIVERSARY
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& 5th Door For Easy Access
 w

/5th door

Granite Floor

M
arble Floor

@M & V Limousines LTD @MVLimo @MVLimo

UP TO
30% OFF

PLUS
2 HOURS 

FREE
Based on your prom date and availability. 

First come first served. Call for additional details.

ASK ABOUT OUR  
GREAT ADVENTURE  

AFTER PROM  
PACKAGES 
Call for additional details.

3 HOUR SPECIAL 

PRE-PROM, PICTURES 
& DROP OFF AT PROM

Certain Vehicles and Dates Available  
Call for additional details.
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YOUR CHOICE
InvisalignTeen®, Clear,

Behind-the-Teeth, or Metal Braces

718.767.8400
150-33 14th Avenue • Suite 100 • Whitestone • www.avenueortho.com

World Class Education | Individualized Treatment | Brilliant Results

FREE
CONSULTATION

OR SMILE
ASSESSMENT

WEEKEND HOURS
AVAILABLE

Cut treatment time in half with accelerated orthodontics? Ask us how.
Perfect Smile for Prom and Forever!

Before After

Dr. Eleni MichailidisDr. Eleni MichailidisDr. Abraham ChahineDr. Abraham Chahine
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
P YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/04/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

R

LD SUV CENTER! OVER 700 SUV’S IN OUR INVENTORY!
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

ELDERCARE TODAY

Diffi cult fi nancial times 
have forced many peo-
ple young and old to al-

ter their lifestyles in order to 
stay afl oat fi nancially. Though 
unemployment has garnered 
most of the headlines as the 
economy has struggled the 
last several years, it’s not just 
men and women of working 
age who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the 
University of Michigan Law 
School, researchers found that 
people age 65 and older are 
the fastest-growing segment 
of the U.S. population seek-
ing bankruptcy protection. 
While there’s no single culprit 
for the rise in bankruptcy fi l-
ings among seniors, the state 
of Florida could offer valuable 
insight as to why the nation’s 
older citizens are increasingly 
fi ling for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Flor-
ida home, and in the past 
such retirees could tap into 
their home equity whenever 
they began to struggle fi nan-
cially. However, like most of 

the country, Florida’s housing 
market is depressed, making 
it less viable for seniors to tap 
into their home equity to solve 

their fi nancial problems. In 
fact, according to a study by 
the Administrative Offi ce of 
the U.S. Courts, bankruptcy 

fi lings increased by 118 per-
cent in states where the home 
price index decreased.

For many seniors fearful of 
fi nancial struggles, living on 
a fi xed income can be a help-
ful way of ensuring their fu-
ture does not involve fi ling for 
bankruptcy. Though living 
on a fi xed income is a defi nite 
challenge and certainly offers 
no guarantee that bankruptcy 
can be avoided, it does provide 
a framework seniors can rely 
on to keep their heads above 
water during diffi cult eco-
nomic times.

Make an honest 
assessment 

Living on a fi xed income in-
volves being honest with your-
self and admitting what your 
resources truly are. Write 
down any sources of income, 
including Social Security pay-
ments, pension payouts, invest-
ments, etc. Then write down 
how much money you have in 
savings or print out a statement 
of all savings accounts.

Once you have an accu-
rate fi gure of both income and 
savings, write down all your 
monthly expenses, including 
all expenses, no matter how 
minute they may seem. From 
here you can determine just 
how much you can spend each 
month.

Prioritize spending 
habits 

Some expenses, including 
medications and monthly util-
ity bills, will always remain 
a top priority. However, those 
who must begin living on a 
fi xed income need to prioritize 
how they spend their discre-
tionary funds. For instance, 
a membership at the local 
country club can cost several 
thousands of dollars per year, 
whereas the local public golf 
course only charges players 
each time they play. While the 
country club might have a bet-
ter course, it could be more 
prudent to choose the public 
course and save the cost of a 
private membership instead.

Learning to live on a fixed income

For many seniors fearful of fi nancial struggles, living on a fi xed income 
can be a helpful way of ensuring their future does not involve fi ling for 
bankruptcy.
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Alzheimer’s disease is the 
most common form of de-
mentia. It is a progressive, 

degenerative disorder that attacks 
neurons and essentially robs peo-
ple of their memory and language 
skills. Although there is no cure 
for Alzheimer’s, there are thera-
pies that can slow its neurologi-
cal impact. Recognizing the early 
warning signs of Alzheimer’s can 
encourage people to begin treat-
ments that can stave off some of 
the more debilitating symptoms 
of this disease.

Millions of people in North 
America are estimated to have Al-
zheimer’s disease and many oth-
ers will be diagnosed. The follow-
ing are the most common early 
signs and symptoms of the dis-
ease:

Memory loss: According to 
the Alzheimer’s Organization, 
early memory loss can include 
forgetting important dates or re-

peatedly asking for the same in-
formation. Forgetting recently 
learned information and having 
to rely increasingly on memory 
aids is another potential indicator 
of Alzheimer’s.

Declining cognition: Im-
paired reasoning or judgment, 
trouble fi nding the right words, 
and visual and spatial issues also 
may be early indicators of Al-
zheimer’s.

Diffi culty completing famil-

iar tasks: Those with Alzheimer’s 
sometimes have trouble driving 
to a familiar location or remem-
bering the rules to a favorite 
game. People who were once good 
with numbers may now have diffi -
culty balancing their checkbooks, 
while those who love to cook may 
have trouble following recipes.

Time confusion: Another in-
dicator of Alzheimer’s disease 
is losing track of time. One may 
have trouble understanding some-

thing that isn’t happening in the 
present. Alzheimer’s sufferers of-
ten forget where they are and how 
they got there.

Misplacing items: Everyone 
loses something at a point in time, 
but those with Alzheimer’s may 
put items in unusual places. They 
may sometimes accuse others of 
stealing when they cannot retrace 
their steps and fi nd items.

Decreased judgment: Deci-
sion-making abilities may be com-
promised. A person with Alzheim-
er’s may take unnecessary risks 
or give away sums of money.

Mood changes: People with 
Alzheimer’s may suffer from con-
fusion, suspicious feelings, de-
pression and anxiety. A person 
may upset easily or become anx-
ious outside of his or her comfort 
zones.

Age and family history of Al-
zheimer’s disease are the biggest 
risk factors. 

Recognizing the early warning signs of Alzheimer’s can en-
courage people to begin treatments that can stave off some 
of the more debilitating symptoms of this disease.

The early warning signs 
of Alzheimer’s disease
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work on a rotating schedule.
“He actually came in 

through our Republican 
Leadership Initiative pro-
gram and he did such a great 
job that he was one of the peo-
ple that we decided to hire for 
this,” Tan said. 

Tan said the hours of oper-
ation will ramp up as Election 
Day approaches and that the 
number of people working at 
the office will depend on the 
types of initiatives they have 
going on and what is occur-
ring throughout the day.

The RNC opened its Stra-
tegic Initiatives Office in 
New York City in 2013, which 

is now in its third year of op-
eration, compelling the RNC 
to expand it, Tan said.

He said the RNC will train 
Republican volunteers, teach-
ing them how to build their 
own volunteer bases and how 
to act as messengers on be-
half of the party.

“We’re looking at a large 
Hispanic community in 
Queens, the diverse black 
community in Queens, the 
diverse Asian community in 
Queens,” he said. “These are 
all communities that we want 
to be working with and that 
we want to reach out to.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

projects at the library. Katz 
and the mayor replaced most 
of the board.

State Sen. Mike Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and state Assem-
blyman Jeffrion Aubry (D-Co-
rona) pushed forward legisla-
tion—which is now law—that 
sought to reform the library 
system.

Gianaris declined to com-
ment and Aubry could not be 
reached for comment.

In November 2015, Galante 
announced he was planning to 
sue the library for more than 
$2 million. He said the library 
falsely claimed to terminate 
him for a valid cause to avoid 
paying him his severance.

A spokeswoman for the 
Queens Library said it would 
not comment on the lawsuit.

In a joint statement, Carl 
Koerner, chairman of the li-

brary’s board of trustees, and 
Judith Bergtraum, vice chair-
woman, who served as chair-
woman of the board’s search 
committee, said Walcott was 
the best candidate.

“We are confident that 
Dennis Walcott has exactly 
the right skills and depth of 
experience to lead the library 
through the challenging years 
ahead,” they said.  

Walcott said he has been a 
lifelong patron of the Queens 
Library and believes in the in-
stitution’s mission.

“I look forward to working 
with all the fantastic, creative, 
dynamic staff and friends and 
visiting every community li-
brary—meeting and listening 
to their ideas and participat-
ing in initiatives that make 
life better and richer for their 
neighborho ods,” Walcott said.

An audit by City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer found that 
Galante spent nearly $260,000 
on prohibited items, such as al-

cohol, dinners, entertainment 
and other personal expenses. 
Interim President and CEO 
Bridget Quinn-Carey spent 
$48,000 in unauthorized pur-
chases of food, beverages and 
some fuel for her car, accord-
ing to the audit. 

Quinn-Carey said she will 
return to her role of chief op-
erating officer after Walcott is 
appointed.

“While one can never say 
that their work for a constant-
ly evolving and living institu-
tion like the Queens Library 
is ever complete, I am never-
theless satisfied with what we 
have achieved together and 
I have decided not to pursue 
the position of president and 
CEO,” Quinn-Carey said in 
a statement she sent to staff 
members Dec. 16.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

where we belong on March 
17, all together with our Irish 
community on Fifth Avenue. 
I am proud of the role of St. 
Pat’s for All in bringing us to 
this historic threshold.”

The march on Sunday will 
also mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the Easter Uprising 
of 1916, when a small group 
of Irish women and men 

proclaimed an independent 
and free Ireland. Fay said 
the theme of this year’s St. 
Pat’s for All is “Cherishing 
all the children of the nation 
equally,” taken from the Irish 
Proclamation of 1916.

“It is as meaningful for 
Irish New Yorkers in 2016, a 
century later,” Fay said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Library
Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 5 

GOP

St. Pat’s

Download the RFP: www.nycedc.com/LICWaterfrontRFP

NYCEDC seeks proposals to bring a catalytic, mixed-use development to two City-owned 

sites totaling over 1.2M SF of buildable space in Long Island City, Queens.

Unprecedented 
LIC waterfront 
opportunity

SEEKING DEVELOPERS

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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T I M E S L E D G E R
A N N O U N C E S

The 2016
Queens Kudos

Q U E E N S  K U D O S
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T
oday we celebrate com-
munity theater.  

In Queens.  
There are, or have 

been, dozens of such theaters 
in our borough, some old, 
some new and some gone.  
Charlene Greenberg’s Spot-
light on Stage website lists a 
lot of them, and once in a while 
a group may get a blurb in a lo-
cal newspaper or on LocalThe-
atreNY.com, but otherwise 
they may be hard to find.

What exactly is community 

theater?  It’s not Broadway 
or Off-Broadway – that’s the 
top of the line run by profes-
sionals who seek (and need) 
commercial success.  And it’s 
not Off-Off-Broadway, which 
usually features Equity actors 
who aspire to bigger and bet-
ter things.

The word “amateur” de-
rives from the French for 
“lover of” and is defined as a 
person who pursues an activ-
ity for pleasure, not as a job.  
These are the people who are 
the heart and soul of commu-
nity theater, who devote lots 
of time and effort, all unpaid, 
to entertain us.  And although 
the results of these “non-pro-
fessionals” can vary, on the 
whole they can be quite good.

Community theater has 
a lot going for it.  Their ven-
ues are small, often no more 
than 99 seats, so the audience 

has an intimate close-to-the-
action experience.  The ticket 
prices are low and affordable. 
They’re easy to get to, and free 
parking is generally available. 
Above all, the shows they do 
are familiar comedies, mys-
teries and musicals – a strong 
comfort factor for the average 
audience.

What community theater 
lacks, and definitely needs, is 
recognition.  Coverage in the 
local weeklies, or elsewhere, 
is scant, and shows are sel-
dom reviewed.  Performance 
space is limited to houses of 
worship, which the groups are 
thankful for, but these spaces 
do not allow for state-of-the-art 
productions.  

Sad to say, Queens, with 
its official 2.3 million inhabit-
ants, has almost no real the-
aters, even though it’s a prov-
en fact that culture generates 

business.
Spread out in our borough, 

one-third of the land area of 
New York City, are a number of 
struggling theater companies.  
Too bad that there’s no cen-
tral organization to promote 
and publicize their efforts.  
Many years ago there was the 
Queens Theater Network, with 
such a unifying goal in mind, 
but it didn’t last too long. 

Anyone ready to step up?
I have also urged the groups 

to consider more contempo-
rary and cutting edge work, 
shows that will have greater 
appeal to a younger and more 
diverse audience.  Gone but 
not forgotten (by me, anyway) 
are the Little Theater of Forest 
Hills and the Queens Commu-
nity Theater that set the pace 
way back when.

The prize for longevity in 
community theater goes to the 

Douglaston Community The-
ater, now eligible for Medicare 
in its 65th season.  The Park-
side Players in Forest Hills 
have logged in about 35 years.

Awards are always appre-
ciated, even if subjective and 
sometimes questionable.  Film 
and TV have the Oscars and 
the Emmys, among other oc-
casions for celebrities to show 
off.  Broadway has the Tonys, 
Off-Broadway has the Obies, 
and Off Off  has the New York 
Innovative Theater awards.

Now here at the TimesLedg-
er we have Queens Kudos, cer-
tainly a step in the right direc-
tion.  

Congratulations to all the 
nominees and winners. 

Contact Ron Hellman at rb-
hofc.com

Community theater has its turn in the spotlight

2016 Queens Kudos winners

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Kudos honor theater
BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Anyone who lives outside 
the New York City area may 
wonder why someone who is a 
Metro Card swipe away from 
Broadway would bother to see 
a production of “Seussical: The 
Musical” in Middle Village. 

Well, according to Queens 
theater buffs, skipping that 
show at the JC Players would 
have meant missing out on an 
incredible theatrical experi-
ence.

JC Players’ production of 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty’s musical mash-up of 
several books by Dr. Seuss, in-
cluding “Horton Hears a Who” 
and “The Cat in the Hat,” 
cleaned up at TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ annual Queens 
Kudos Awards for excellence 
in theater. 

Besides earning the top 
prize for best musical, “Seus-
sical: The Musical” received 
honors for best actor, best ac-
tress, best supporting actress, 
best director and best cos-

tumes.
For this 

third edition of 
the Queens Ku-
dos, TimesLedg-
er Newspapers 
solicited nomi-
nations from 
its readers to 
include more 
p r o d u c t i o n s 
than just the 
Actors Equity-
approved show-
cases that run 
mostly in Long Island City and 
Astoria — those shows will re-
ceive their due with a second 
round of Kudos to be awarded 
in May. 

As for eligibility, the only 
requirements stipulated that 
a show must have opened be-
tween Jan. 1 and Dec. 31 and 
run a minimum of three per-
formances. 

Once the top vote getters in 
the nomination process were 
selected, readers were asked 
to select one winner in each of 
nine categories through a vot-
ing process at the Queens on 

Cue blog. 
Shows from 

across the bor-
ough were ac-
knowledged with 
nominations. Most 
were recent Broad-
way hits, like 
Parkside Player’s 
“Urinetown,” oth-
ers were the old 
chestnuts, such as 
Maggie Little The-
ater’s “Oklahoma,” 
which thrive in the 

community theater arena. 
And even The Bard was rep-

resented with multiple nomi-
nations from Hip to Hip The-
atre Co.’s productions of “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor” and 
“The Merchant of Venice.”

On the following pages, you 
will find the names and photo-
graphs of the 2016 Queens Ku-
dos community theater award 
winners. 

The slate includes musical, 
play, actor, actress, support-
ing actor, supporting actress, 
director, costumes and set de-
sign. 

Third annual prizes awarded to community players
MUSICAL
“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 

the Forum,” Theatre by the Bay
“Oklahoma!,” Maggie’s Little Theater
“The Pajama Game,” Parkside Players
“Seussical: The Musical,” JC Players
“Urinetown,” Parkside Players

PLAY
“The Merchant of Venice,” Hip to Hip
“The Merry Wives of Windsor,” Hip to Hip
“Three Sisters: Tulsa 1921,” The Applied 

Theatre Collective
“Vanities,” Parkside Players

ACTOR
Doug Hendel,“The Merry Wives of Windsor”
Frank Josephs, “A Funny Thing Hap-

pened on the Way to the Forum”
Jason Marr, “The Merry Wives of Windsor”
Alan Perkins, “Seussical: The Musical”

ACTRESS
Alicia Brosky, “Seussical: The Musical”
Joy Marr, “The Merry Wives of Windsor”
Emily Mathis, “Oklahoma!”
Michele Mazzocco, “A Funny Thing 

 Happened on the Way to the Forum”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Annice Auriemma, “Oklahoma!”
Jenna Kantor, “Urinetown”
Evangelia Kingsley, “The Merchant of 

Venice”
Julia Marshall, “Seussical: The Musical”

SUPPORTING ACTOR
Donald Gormanly, “Lucky Stiff”
Kurt Kingsley, “The Merchant of Venice”
Joe Paciullo, “Oklahoma!”
Guy Ventoliere, “The Merry Wives of 

Windsor”

DIRECTOR
Barbara Auriemma, “Seussical: The 

Musical”
Murray McGibbon, “The Merry Wives of 

Windsor”
David Mold, “The Merchant of Venice”
Ovi Vargas, “A Funny Thing Happened on 

the Way to the Forum” 

SET DESIGN
“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 

to the Forum,” John Baratta, John 
Palmieri and Barry Stein

“Oklahoma!,” Alan Perkins, Michael 
Tierney and Ed Voyer

“Urinetown,” John O’Hare

COSTUMES
“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 

the Forum,” Chery Maniello
“Oklahoma!,” Miriam Denu
“Seussical: The Musical,” JC Players 

cast and crew
“Urinetown,” Parkside Players cast 

and crew

QUEENS KUDOS NOMINEES

Q U E E N S  K U D O S

Q U E E N S  K U D O S
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Proudly Supports the local 

Queens Community Theaters 

Congratulates all of the
Queens Kudos Award Nominees

and
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Alan Perkins

Julia Marshall

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” Hip to Hip“Seussical: The Musical” JC Players “Seussical: The Musical” JC Players

Guy Ventoliere Barbara Auriemma

Alicia Brosky

2016 Queens Kudos winners
ACTRESSACTOR

SUPPORTING ACTRESS SUPPORTING ACTOR DIRECTOR

“Seussical: The Musical” JC Players “Seussical: The Musical” JC Players

Q U E E N S  K U D O S
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Theatre by the Bay, Bay Terrace
Parkside Players, Forest Hills

Hip to Hip Theatre Co., Woodside
JC Players, Middle Village

Maggie’s Little Theatre, Middle Village

Cord Meyer Development L LC

Congratulates 
Queens Kudos Nominees

www.CordMeyer.netwww.BayTerrace.com
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JC Players John Baratta, John Palmieri and Barry Stein Theatre by the Bay

Seussical A Funny Thing Happened

Vanities Seussical

Parkside Players “Seussical: The Musical” JC Players

2016 Queens Kudos winners
MUSICALPLAY

COSTUMES SETS

Q U E E N S  K U D O S
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Just like the words “eye,” “jam” and 
“mug” can each be either a noun or a 
verb, “scroll” is the latest member of 
the word club that straddles both cat-
egories. 

Until quite recently, “scroll” sim-
ply described a roll of paper wrapped 
around a wooden handle, used as some 
of the earliest books—think Dead Sea 
Scrolls.

Today, people of a certain young-
ish age are probably unaware that the 
word could mean anything other than 
how a computer user fiddles with a 
mouse to move down a web page. 

In her current exhibition, “Scroll-
ing Confluence” at the Mid-Manhat-
tan Library through May 26, Jackson 
Heights artist Carla Lobmier looks at 
both sides of the word—literally. 

Lobmier has created two-sided, 
13-feet tall, watercolor and graphite 
works on vellum paper to hang in each 
of the six windows facing Fifth Avenue 
and East 40th Street in the library’s 
Corner Room space.

“It is double-sided so it can be en-
gaging outside and inside,” Lobmier 
said. “This way [viewers] can experi-
ence art unexpectedly.”

In the panels, each of which can be 
examined as a distinct piece, Lobmier 
has created a history of books and art 
through the evolution of scrolls. 

Each painting represents a differ-
ent place and time that helped move 
art and language forward. 

“It’s a history of scrolls through art 

history,” Lobmier said. “Which is then 
a history of art making or the progres-
sion of the creation of art.”

Lobmier starts with India, where 
scrolls made their first appearance.

She also has an affinity for Indian 

art, so she figured that was the best 
place to begin. Other panels examine 
specific places (such as Egypt or Ja-
pan) or times (like the medieval era or 
Renaissance) that played a part in the 
history of scrolls, running up to the 

present world of technology. 
The Indian panel’s interior side is 

dominated by a large figure dressed 
in traditional garb and jewelry. The 
scene is populated with lotus flowers 

Continued on Page 56

Artwork 
ON A ROLL

Jackson Heights artist Carla Lobmier’s exhibition at the Mid-Manhattan Library includes the panels “Scrolling Confluence: In some ways it 
is indescribable” (l) and “Scrolling Confluence: So Many Wonders.” Photo courtesy Carla Lobmier

Jackson Heights’ Carla Lobmier’s exhibition ‘Scrolling Confl uence’ mixes art with language
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Neal Myers has returned to NYC 
after a 3 year hiatus from the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire 
where he was the Executive Chef 
of the Wentworth Hotel.

Chef Myers previously was 
the Executive Chef of some of 
the best Steak Houses in NYC such as Bobby Vans, The Palm 
Restaurant and Ben Benson’s where Bob Hope once exclaimed 
“There is a real Chef in the kitchen”

Neal was also the Executive Chef of George O’Neill’s on 50th Street. 
So now Neal has come full circle to be with the O’Neill Family again. 
“It has always been my dream to work with George O’Neill again” 
Chef Myers says.

Come to O’NEILL’S and experience mouth watering 
cuisine under the guidance of Chef Neal Myers. 

You’ll be glad you did.

O’Neill’s Restaurant and Catering  

HAPPENINGS at 

O’NEILL’S
NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Usually when contemplat-
ing an Indian dining experi-
ence in Queens, our expecta-
tion is of a tasty, modestly 
priced meal in unpretentious 
surroundings.  

Kurry Qulture in Astoria 
is doing its best to upend that 
image by offering Indian fine 
dining.

Owner and Astoria resident 
Sonny Solomon brings his ex-
perience of having owned two 
Michelin-starred Manhattan 
restaurants, Devi and Tulsi.  

He has partnered with his 
Jackson Heights guy, Chef He-
mant Mathur, who previously 
helmed the two aforemen-
tioned kitchens, to conceive 
the menu. Chef Ravi Bisht, 
who executes the menu, com-
pletes the team.

Careful attention was paid 
to Kurry Qulture’s interior 
design.  

Its cultural roots with are 
acknowledged with a wall of 
wrapped-canvas photos of 
stunning Indian scenes.  No 
Indian tchotchkes, unmatched 
hand-me-downs or tacky touch-

es to be seen.  Very classy.  
The service complemented 

the ambiance with servers 
who pay plenty of attention to 
both patrons and details.  

Right now Kurry Qulture 
is offering a three-course prix 
fixe menu ($33) and a bar menu 
of small plates.  

The food could be described 
as nouvelle Indian, artfully 
plated.

A complimentary mini 
ramekin of savory lentil soup 

preceded our order.  Little ex-
tras are always welcome.  

We started with an order of 
samosas from the bar menu.  
Samosas are our dining com-
panion’s gold standard for In-
dian food, and he gave this trio 
of traditional toothsome pyra-
mids an emphatic thumbs up.  

From the prix fixe, we se-
lected Shakarkandi Ki Chaat 
and Lamb Stuffed Tandoori 
Chicken.  The chaat, composed 
of cubes of sweet potato, roasted 

cumin powder, lemon juice and 
tamarind chutney, exceeded 
our expectations with its in-
terplay of sweet and exotic fla-
vors.  The chicken, stuffed with 
minced lamb, cheese, yogurt 
marinade and tomato chutney 
went in the opposite direction.  

What sounded so enticing 
on the menu was unappealingly 
dry, and not as hot in tempera-
ture as it should have been. 

A fragrant basket of naan 
arrived to herald our entrées.  

Wait — is there anything that 
isn’t fragrant in an Indian res-
taurant? That being said, the 
naan was first rate.

Rogan josh, one of our cho-
sen mains, is a dish that is 
Persian in origin, brought to 
Kashmir by the Mughals.  The 
color of its characteristically 
red sauce is derived from de-
seeded Kashmiri chilies which 
are relatively mild, and further 
flavored with ginger and gar-
lic.  Although lamb chunks are 
more typical, here the dish is 
made with a meaty lamb shank 
that is fork tender.  The subtle 
interplay of flavors make this a 
particularly satisfying dish.

Our other main, Spicy Goan 
Scallops in Balchao, sauce 
traces its roots to Portugal.  
Pungent Balchao sauce has a 
slightly pickled flavor along 
with its heat.  Here the scallops 
are arranged in a row on a bed 
of balchao, resting on springs 
of crispy fried onions.  Four 
plump scallops were joined by 
three items that appeared to be 
tater tots.  The sauce and on-
ions had a nice, tart zing, but, 
sadly, the scallops were cooked 

BY MERLE EXIT

Director Erik Neilssen has 
a hit on his hands with the 
hilarious “Lend Me a Tenor” 
at Maggie’s Little Theater in 
Middle Village. 

You can certainly count 
on actors Bernie Bosio and 
Donald Gormanly to deliver 
the goods when it comes to co-
medic timing. Add in singing 
those high notes and you get 
an experience of pure enter-
tainment. 

Ken Ludwig’s farce opens 
on the biggest night in the his-
tory of the Cleveland Grand 
Opera Co. 

The world-famous tenor, 
Tito Merelli, “Il Stupendo,” 
(Bernie Bosio) is to perform 
his greatest role, “Otello,” at 
the 10-year anniversary gala. 
Henry Saunders (Joe Paciullo), 
the opera’s executive director, 
has high hopes that Merelli’s 
performance will make Cleve-
land famous. However, at the 
final dress rehearsal, Merelli 
is nowhere to be found, Saun-

ders is in a panic, and, along 
with Max Garber (Donald 
Goramnly), Saunders’s per-
sonal assistant, they scramble 
to figure out what to do.

Meanwhile, Maggie Saun-
ders (Monica Barczak), Hen-
ry’s daughter, is preparing for 
Merelli’s arrival. Max views 

her as his fiancé but Maggie 
says that she needs to first 
have a fling. 

Saunders rushes in and 
presses Max on an alternate 
plan. Desperately, Saunders 
turns to Max for an idea. Max, 
who fancies himself as some-
thing of an opera singer, offers 

a solution: to sing instead.  In 
the middle of the song, Merelli 
and his volatile wife, Maria 
(Shana Aborn), enter. After 
singing, Saunders and Max 
are told of the Merelli’s arrival 
and rush to make them wel-
come.

It soon becomes clear that 

Merelli is not in shape to 
sing.  Too many people think 
he needs to rest and dispense 
tranquilizers as well as share 
a glass of wine. Merelli passes 
out, and when Max tries to 
rouse him, the singer appears 
to be lifeless. Max comes to 
the conclusion that Merelli is 
dead. 

Max and Saunders realize 
the company stands to lose 
$50,000 in ticket sales unless it 
can find a way for the “dead” 
singer to deliver the perfor-
mance of his life.

An order of samosas is served with sweet tamarind and mint chutneys at Kurry Qulture in Astoria.  
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Maggie’s Little Theater delivers big laughs 

Indian eatery ups its game in Astoria

Bernie Bosio (l-r), Joe Paciullo and Donald Gormanly perform a scene in “Lend Me a Tenor” at Maggie’s Little 
Theater in Middle Village over the weekend.  Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57

DINING OUT

IF YOU GO
“Lend Me a Tenor”

When: Through March 13
Where: Maggie’s Little 
Theater, St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

Kurry Qulture brings elements of Michelin-starred Manhattan restaurants to borough
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Mar. 4-10, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Busy One
Across
1. Best, Ferber and 
Millay
6. Nicholas or Peter
10. "Beyond the ___" 
(Bobby Darin hit)
13. ___ hint (clue in)
14. Concern for some 
sleepers
16. "Fuzzy Wuzzy ___ 
a bear"
17. Drone
19. Amazing sight?
20. Quiet as ___
21. Pretty sure thing
23. Witnesses
25. "Immediately" in 
the OR
26. Govt. health org.
29. Society's worst
32. "LOL!"
34. "The Cowardly 
Lion"
36. Junior of the NFL
37. Supports a scheme
39. Away from the 
bluster
40. Hush-hush W.W. 
II grp.
41. 50-and-over org.
42. Flag bearers
44. Dress ___ 
(resemble)
46. Neck in the woods
47. "...or ___ just me?"
48. Bit of dogma
50. President pro 
___ (Senate bigwig)
51. Yorick's skull, e.g.

53. "Everything will 
___" ("Don't worry")
55. High ——
58. Leaning letters
62. British runner 
Sebastian
63. Hives
65. Tennis ball's path
66. Midsize
67. "Drove my Chevy 
to the ___"
68. Hint for clues 
117A, 63A, 10D, and 
28D
69. Big name on 5th 
Avenue
70. Lip-curling look

Down
1. Scandinavian myth
2. Rhythm keeper

3. ___ contendre
4. Perfect
5. Acted bratty
6. Inventor's initials
7. Some resorts
8. "My Way" 
cosongwriter
9. Snorkeling areas
10. Honey
11. Certain bridge seat
12. Viper of the Nile
15. "The Queen of 
Soul," familiarly
18. They might cause 
pressure
22. Words for a black 
sheep
24. Show the door
26. Cherrystone
27. ___ Lama
28. Queen

30. Quebec's ___ 
Peninsula
31. Suffragist Anthony
33. Up ___ (stuck)
35. Put out to pasture
38. Canned product 
since 1937
43. Baby birds?
45. Check for the 
possibility that
49. Sums...
52. Jimmies
54. Carpenter who sang
55. Steamed
56. "___ partridge in..."
57. Mt. Rushmore state
59. Come clean?
60. "Ah-ha..."
61. Sonny's partner
62. City hail?
64. Carry-___ 
(airline suitcases)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GORGEOUS GEORGES
F R E S H D O T R A G E S
L U C I A R H O O V E R T
A S H E N A I M L E O N A
G E O R G E G O B E L R I B

R U M S T O O G E S
B I G A P P L E A N N E
A T E S T O P S S O B E R
S C O T Y I E L D S U R E
S H R U B N E A R S S I D

G N U S S W A T C H E S
S M E A R E D P U L
O A R G E O R G E B U R N S
I N A N E D O E B E A U T
L I F E R G A M L I N D A
S A T E S E M S E N T E R

GET IN THE GAME!  
with e lectronic

BLACKJACK, ROULETTE 
& THREE CARD POKER

 

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 
 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com 

 

PLAY. DINE.  UNWIND.

PRODUCTIONS

“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 
— Parkside Players present 
Tennessee William’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play from 1955 
which explores the Pollitt 
family members, who when 
they aren’t keeping secrets 
from each other, lie to one 
another.  

When: Through March 5
Where: Grace Lutheran 
Church, 103-15 Union 
Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“Hairspray” — Welcome to 
the ’60s as Theatre by the 

Bay presents the musical 
version of John Water’s 
subversive comedy about a 
plus-size girl who attempts 
to integrate a TV dance show 
in Baltimore.  
When: March 5 - March 20
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 1300 209th 
St., Bay Terrace
Cost: $22/adults, $20/

Continued on Page 57



55  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, MAR. 4–10, 2016TL

BY MERLE EXIT

It won’t be just any night in 
Maspeth.

To mark Carnegie Hall’s 
125th anniversary, the Weill 
Music Institution has created 
“The Somewhere Project,” 
which combines professional 
actors and students from 
across the city in the classic 
Broadway musical “West Side 
Story.” 

The show pulls into the 
Knockdown Center Friday for 
a sold-out, three night run.

In Maspeth more than 50 
Queens high schoolers, in-
cluding 42 from the Frank 
Sinatra School of the Arts in 
Astoria, will participate in 
the show. 

“With ‘The Somewhere 
Project’ and ‘West Side Story’ 
we’re looking to really focus 
on the voices of the next gen-
eration, and what they might 
have to say about the New 
York they want to live in,” Di-
rector Amanda Dehnert said. 
“I hope that our production 
and the song ‘Somewhere’ can 

be a lightning rod for people to 
think about making a world 
that has a little less pain in it, 
and more hope.”

As part of the project, the 
musical will be performed in 
each of the city’s five boroughs 
and include student singers 
from each location. The leads 
are being performed by a mix 
of Broadway veterans and up-
and-comers. 

Marin Alsop, a protégé 
of Leonard Bernstein’s, will 
serve as musical director and 
conductor.

“The themes and the moral 
of the story — youth and inde-
pendence, and wanting to be 
your own person and make 
your own decisions, but be-
ing hampered by conflict and 
prejudice — are what really 
resonate with us, even today,” 
Alsop said.  “This project is so 
compelling for me and feels so 
close to my heart because it 
brings together my adoration 
and love for this man, Leonard 
Bernstein, with this idea that 
story and music can change 
the world.”

Marin Alsop leads a rehearsal of "West Side Story" at the DiMenna Center in Manhattan in late February. The 
show is being performed this weekend at The Knockdown Center in Maspeth.  Photo by Chris Lee

New spin on ‘West Side Story’ hits Maspeth 
Carnegie Hall celebrates its birthday with ‘The Somewhere Project’ at Knockdown Center

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

Join us every Wednesday 

for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!

Free small pizza 
with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat, Noon to 10pm, Sun, Noon to 9pm

We Now Have a Party Room 
for All Your Parties and Events
Please Call to Book Your Occasion Today!

Two large Pizzas
$20 

Pick up and delivery only
Available Tuesdays - Thursdays

Expiration date of 3/31/2016
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and other vegetation. Vibrant 
reds, blues and greens fill the 
entire panel.

A man in a small sailboat 
gently floats across a body of 
water at the larger figure’s 
feet.  Boats and water play 
prominent roles in the panels, 
because it is through trade and 
exploration that ideas were 
spread among cultures in past 
times,  Lobmier said.

On the panel’s reverse—
facing the sidewalk—an even 
larger figure looms, sitting in 
the lotus position meditating. 
Written behind and below the 
figure is a series of ones and 
zeros—binary code—which 
spell out a message. 

This provides a way for 
Lobmier to make connections 
between the past and present 
with her art. 

The vellum paper has an el-
ement of transparency to it, so 
viewers can see what is on the 
side that faces away from them 
— in reverse. And because 
ones and zeros look exactly 
the same in either direction, 
binary code was the way to go, 
Lobmier said. 

“I’m not remotely inter-
ested in computers,” Lobmier 
said. “But I got to the end and 
wondered what was I going to 
do with this?”

Lobmier has used writing 
in some of her previous works, 
but this time wanted to employ 
it as a way to connect past and 

present.  
Ones and zeros provide a 

space-saving method to relate 
a short-hand message—akin 
to the media’s current fixation 
on the sound bite.

“It really is a brief history 
of text and image coming to-
gether,” Arezoo Moseni, senior 
librarian of the art collection, 
said. 

But Lobmier’s project also 
utilizes sound. 

Musician Michael Gatons-
ka composed a series of sound-
scapes to accompany the exhi-
bition.

For the Japan panel, Gaton-

ska focuses on the dominant 
image of a waterfall. 

His piece conjures up gently 
cascading water with an occa-
sion flourish of percussion. 

On the You Tube site that 
houses his music, Gatonska 
writes that “soundscapes are 
about letting sound expand 
our awareness.” It provides 
another layer for the viewer to 
contemplate.

“It is not distracting,” Lob-
mier said. “You can focus on 
them or not. You can drop in 
or out, and decide do you want 
to hear it or not.”

One distraction Lobmier 
could not ignore was a nag-
ging concern about how the 
pieces would translate in the 
site-specific gallery space. She 
believed the images looked 
strong in her Jackson Heights 
studio, but worried about how 
things she could not control, 
such as the sun, clouds and 
streetlights would affect the 
paintings.  

But for Moseni, those influ-
ences help push the exhibition 
to a higher plane.

“Here the lighting is in 
constant flux, and at night-
time they [panels] look en-
tirely different.” Moseni said. 
“This is such a loaded exhibi-
tion and can be looked at on 
multiple levels.”

On Saturday, March 19, at 
2:30 p.m., Carla Lobmier joins 
Rika Burnham, head of educa-
tion at the Frick Collection, for 
a conversation on Lobmier’s ex-
hibition. 

Continued from Page 51 

SCROLLS

This panel, which represents Japan, is “Scrolling Confluence: A 
poetry of sensibility,” a watercolor and graphite piece on vellum. 

Photo courtesy Carla Lobmier

CARLA LOBMIER

IF YOU GO

Scrolling Confl uence
When: Through May 26
Where: Mid-Manhattan 
Library, 455 Fifth Ave.
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 340-0871
Website: www.nypl.org, www.
carlalobmier.com

EVENTS

The Irish Comedy Tour 
— Derek Richards, Mike 
McCarthy, Damon Leibert 
and Derrick Kane present an 
evening of politically incorrect 
humor with Celtic tunes to 
celebrate the season. 
When: Sunday, March 13, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

MUSIC

De Temps Antan — Éric 

Beaudry, André Brunet and 
Pierre-Luc Dupuis celebrate 
the music of Quebec using 
fi ddle, accordion, harmonica, 
guitar and other instruments. 
When: Saturday, March 5, 
at 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16/general, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Cultural Crossroads of Ireland 
& Africa — Mick Moloney and 
Lenwood Sloane explore the 
common journey of oppressed 
people in the diaspora through 
music and dance.
When: Sunday, March 6, at 
2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 

137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $13/general, $10/
members, $8/child, $6/
member child
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

DANCE

Take Root— The 
monthly series provides 
choreographers the 
chance to present a 
paired evening of work. In 
March, Smashworks Dance 
Collective and Roots in 
Revolution perform. 
When: Friday, March 4, and 
Saturday, March 5, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s monthly program 
highlights emerging and 
established artists. In March, 
performers include ASHA 
Dance Co., Deane Movement 

Project, Grazia Capri, 
Kalamandir Dance Co., Katelyn 
Halpern and Rain Ross Dance. 
When: Sunday, March 6, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Co. — 
Choreographer Nai-Ni Chen 
creates dances that combine 
modern American dance 
with elements of Asian art. 
When: Sunday, March 13, at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. 
All experience levels are 
welcome and all materials are 
provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 

workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 

St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MONTREAL COMES TO QUEENS
De Temps Antan bring their version of Quebecois folk 
music to Flushing Town Hall this weekend. See Music for 
more information.  Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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seniors and children under 13
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“Lend Me a Tenor” — Maggie’s 
Little Theater presents Ken Ludwig’s 
comical play of misunderstandings 
surrounding a drugged opera star, his 
cheating wife and a slew of theater 
folks in 1934 Cleveland. 
When: Through March 13
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.
org

“Murder for Two” — Two actors play 
13 roles, as well as the piano, in this 
comedic murder mystery. 

When: Through March 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $25- $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Spike Heels” —Theresa Rebeck’s 
comedy of the sexes explores issues 
of sexual harassment, the control of 
women and self-determination and 
identity. Proceeds from ticket sales 
benefi t the American Red Cross. 
When: Through March 6
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee”  —  The recent Broadway 
musical comedy follows six over-
achieving youngsters — played by adult 
actors who take on other roles in the 

show — as they compete to be the best 
speller in Putnam County.
When: March 5 - 20
Where: Marathon Little Theater, 245-
37 60th Ave., Douglaston
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors and 
children under 12
Contact: (917) 647-7526
Website: www.marathonjcc.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as the 
Playwrights Circle of Great Neck, 
this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau 
counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 
9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, 
(718) 225-7382

a bit too long and were 
consequently dry.

Dessert, part of the 
deal, is a handsome trio 
of Indian sweets.  They 
are riffs on western 
sweets like bread pud-
ding and crème brulee, 
but with Indian spices.

The Bottom Line
The menu at Kurry 

Qulture is more ambi-
tious than the usual.  
Great care is taken 
with the food, service, 
and ambiance.   Yes, it’s 
pricey for an Indian res-
taurant, but in line with, 
or slightly less expensive 
than a comparably up-
scale Italian restaurant.  
You can take someone 
here whom you want to 
impress, or curry favor.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

From here on, the play unfolds 
into a riotous and unpredictable 
explosion of mistaken identities 
and renewed love. 

Finally, at show’s end, every-
one is filled with a sense that they 
just might get the thing each of 
them desires, and that the Cleve-
land Grand Opera Company’s fu-
ture will be a bright one. 

For “Lend Me a Tenor “to 
work, the cast needs to put forth 

the perfect timing in this farce.  
Although Paciullo performed 
well, I found that this comic form 
of art was missed several times 
in terms of the delivery.  

The first act dragged a bit, al-
though it might have also been 
due to the script. 

Continued from Page 53 

Tenor
Continued from Page 53 

Kurry

Continued from Page 54 

Theater

IF YOU GO
Kurry 

Qulture
36-05 30th Ave.

Astoria
(718) 674-1212

ww.kurryqulture.com

Price Range: Prix fi xe $33
Cuisine: Nouvelle Indian

Setting: Stylishly 
decorated with a nod to 

the subcontinent
Service:  Professional and 

attentive
Hours: Open seven days 

5 p.m. to 10 p.m., bar open 
until midnight

Reservations: Phone 
or e-mail reservations@

kurryqulture.com
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street

Dress: Casual to dressy
Children: Welcome

Music: Recorded Indian 
pop

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: 
Acceptable

Handicap accessible: 
Yes VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984 
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712-4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833-8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thavefl orist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysfl orist.gmail.com, www.18thavefl owers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or
 (718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209

5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497-5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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for additional stop controls 
several times in recent years 
in response to community 
requests. “This location does 
not meet the criteria for an 
all-the-way stop,” he said. 
“DOT is, however, already 
in the process of looking into 
other enhancements in this 
area.”

Meanwhile, the Hunt-
ers Point residential boom 
continues unabated.  Nearly 
6,450 housing units have been 
added in the last decade with 

another 4,350 units under 
construction or planned for 
the neighborhood, according 
to the LIC Partnership.

“This prolonged, much-
needed stop sign will ensure 
that each child can make it to 
and from school safely,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) said. “Enhancements, 
such as these, demonstrate 
our commitment to making 
investments in our local in-
frastructure.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

character and entrepreneur-
ial creativity that defines the 
area, developing new water-
front access and improved 
connections, and creating new 
opportunities for affordable 
housing and quality jobs, ac-
cording to the EDC.

One of the sites includes the 
troubled Water’s Edge restau-
rant, which was closed after 
owner Harendra Singh was 
indicted on federal charges 

in October. The restaurant’s 
lease expires in May 2017, ac-
cording to the EDC.

“This catalytic waterfront 
development will build on 
the residential growth we’ve 
seen in recent years, bringing 
much needed office space and 
amenities to the community,” 
NYCEDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer said. “Our 
goal is to continue investing 
in Long Island City as a true 
live-work-play community, one 
where a parent living in an af-
fordable apartment can walk 
their child to school and then 
continue on to work at a good-

paying job. At the same time, 
we’re responding to the tre-
mendous demand we’re seeing 
for new and flexible commer-
cial space in neighborhoods 
outside Manhattan.”

The two sites are currently 
zoned for manufacturing. The 
EDC anticipates they would 
need to be rezoned to develop 
the project as the agency envi-
sions it.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

on average at least a minute 
longer than the people in 
Manhattan?” Crowley asked 
the panel, including Chief of 
Department James Leonard, 
Chief of EMS James Booth, 
Deputy Commissioner of Stra-
tegic Initiatives Edward Dolan 
and Chief Medical Director Dr. 
Glenn Asaeda.

 Fire officials said they have 
faced record increases in the 
number of people calling for 
help. In 2015, the FDNY faced a 

17 percent uptick in life-threat-
ening incidents. 

But Crowley and union 
leaders pointed to other po-
tential problems that might be 
slowing down response times, 
such as poor WiFi connec-
tions. Loss of connectivity can 
leave EMTs stuck at hospitals 
struggling to upload critical 
information, she said.

Another point of conten-
tion was over GPS navigation 
systems.

Crowley pressed the of-
ficials on how many city am-
bulances were equipped with 
GPS devices, intimating that 
the longer times may be a re-

sult of poor directions.
Leonard admitted that 

not many ambulances were 
equipped with the systems, 
but maintained that the tech-
nology was unnecessary.

“We rely on our experience 
and people in neighborhoods,” 
said Leonard. But Crowley in-
terrupted, saying “Most econo-
my cars today have a GPS,” she 
said,. “You don’t have that.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

and wanted to do her job as a 
lawmaker, her daughter said.

“It’s a blessing to grow up 
in a house where your par-
ents are your heroes,” Clark 
said. “We did not want her to 
go, but we have peace in that 
she left the way she wanted to 
leave.”

More than 30 members 
of Clark’s congregation, the 
St. Albans Congregational 
Church, along with southeast 
Queens residents, roughly 
16 community and civic 
leaders—including Leroy 
Gadsden, president of the 
NAACP’s Jamaica chapter—
and elected officials such as 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) and state Assembly-
woman Alicia Hyndman (D-
Jamaica) were in the crowd. 
Clark’s family and relatives 
sat in the front row.

A number of leaders and 
elected officials from other 
parts of the borough and the 
city also attended.

Clark is known for her 
role in converting Andrew 
Jackson High School into 
four small magnet high 
schools, supporting a lawsuit 
that resulted in a $5.5 billion 
increase in funding for city 
schools and bringing sig-
nificant improvements to the 
Queens Village and Hollis 
LIRR stations.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) moved the 
crowd with a speech in which 
he noted that although Clark 
took good care of her chil-
dren and made sure they suc-
ceeded, that was not enough 
for her.

She had to make sure oth-
er children had the same op-
portunities, too, he said, not-
ing her passion for education 
and healthcare.

“We’re all here with very 

heavy hearts this morning 
and I was going over things 
in my mind and two words 
came to my mind… thank 
you,” Meeks said. “First, I 
thank God for the life of Bar-
bara, and then I thank the 
Clark family for sharing her 
with us.”

Rev. Floyd Flake, Greater 
Allen AME Cathedral’s pas-
tor, said Clark did a lot of 
work for the community.

“She and I were elected 
on the same ticket at the 
same time... and we have 
been friends ever since,” said 
Flake, a former congressman. 
“I applaud her commitment 
to the one thing we shared 
together: education.”

Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie (D-Bronx) commend-
ed her commitment and kind-
ness and said she would be 
missed in the Assembly com-
munity, describing her as a 
mother figure.

“I remember the day I was 
elected speaker and Barbara 
stopped in front of me and she 
gave me that look that only a 
mother can give and she said 
to me, ‘I’m proud to call you 
speaker,’” Heastie said.

Clark is survived by her 
husband, Thomas Clark, 
Jr. and three of her four 
children, Crystal, Thomas 
III and Brian. Their eldest 
daughter, Jan, died of cancer 
in May 2015. They also have 
two grandchildren, Taylor 
and Lauren.

Clark is also survived by 
her mother, Ada DeBerry; 
three remaining siblings, 
Gloria, Jacqueline and Pame-
la; her daughter-in-law, Leslie 
Clark; and nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

The interment took place 
at Maple Grove Cemetery in 
Kew Gardens.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

building,” UFA President 
Steve Cassidy said. “If you are 
trapped in a fire or having a 
heart attack, those crucial sec-
onds and even minutes of extra 
waiting can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. 
Every second a fire spreads 
makes it more dangerous for 
firefighters and the citizens 
they are sworn to protect.”

The reason for the discrep-
ancy is that for years the city 
did not “start the clock” on 
measuring response times 
until a 911 emergency call was 
given to the FDNY. The UFA 
said the method does not count 
the time—often several min-
utes—a caller spent speaking 
to an initial 911 dispatcher.

“I haven’t seen the details, 
but we know that report is not 
accurate,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said Monday. “We have been 
very careful about response 
time. In fact, we’ve added 
ambulance tours to help ran-

domness  response time. And 
we constantly monitor it —all 
FDNY, whether it’s the fire ap-
paratus or the ambulance side 
of the operation. So, that’s just 
not an accurate report.”

An FDNY spokesman said 
there is nothing misleading 
about the city’s transparent 
and detailed reporting on re-
sponse times for emergencies. 
He said that end-to-end re-
sponse times are provided by 
the Mayor’s Office of Data and 
Analytics.

The UFA stood by its report 
and contended firefighters 
are further troubled that even 
the more-accurate figures 
still only measure the “call to 
curb” times, or the time be-
tween when the 911 call is first 
answered and when firefight-
ers arrive at the curb outside 
the building. If an emergency 
is on the fifth, 20th or 40th 
floor, many more minutes will 
elapse before first responders 
reach the apartment or build-
ing floor where the victims 
are located, the union said.

“As construction in this 
city continues to boom and our 

population soars, we are add-
ing more and more skyscrap-
ers and packing more and more 
people into buildings,” Cassidy 
said. “In a vertical city such as 
New York, is a measurement 
of call to curb sufficient? The 
city needs to factor emergency 
response coverage into all fu-
ture zoning and development 
plans, so further growth is not 
putting the people who live 
and work in this city at greater 
risk.”

The discrepancies in re-
ported response times come 
as firefighters are responding 
to more emergencies than at 
any other time in the FDNY’s 
history. In 2015, firefighters 
responded to 581,000 calls, a 12 
percent jump over 2014 and a 
combined 21 percent increase 
over 2013. In fact, the 10 busiest 
years in the department’s his-
tory have all occurred since 
2005, a clear sign of continuing 
population  growth, according 
to the UFA.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Senior Dominique Tous-
saint described this year’s 
Christ the King team as one 
that had to deal with “unfin-
ished business,” and the Roy-
als have continued to handle 
it.

The club’s veterans 
turned in superb perfor-
mances in top-seeded Christ 
the King’s 96-71 rout of No. 
2 Bishop Loughlin in the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
girls’ basketball final at St. 
John’s Prep Feb. 28. The win 
marked Christ the King’s 
third straight diocesan title 
and 29th in the last 33 years. 

The victory also came 
with a bit of a revenge factor, 
as the Lions beat the Royals 
on their home floor on what 
was to be the final game this 
senior-laden team played in 
Middle Village.

“Last time we didn’t have 
energy,” Virginia Tech-bound 
win Kaela Kinder said. “We 
didn’t come out and play well. 
But we came out tonight and 
did what we needed to do.” 

Combine that with the 
fact that this game had the 
potential to be the final one 

of the season overall for both 
squads, and the result was 
a group of Royals seniors 
with plenty of motivation. 
Three of Christ the King’s 
Division-I bound senior stars 
carried the club, combining 
for 67 points. Toussaint had 
26 points with five three-
pointers, Sydney Zambrotta 
scored 21 points and Kinder 
added 20 points. 

In the game’s first few min-
utes, Christ the King (17-8) got 
off to a slow start as Loughlin 
posted a 7-2 run. But, as was 
the Royals mantra of the day, 
as soon as the Lions got a lit-
tle momentum, CK grabbed it 
right back. The Royals would 
go on a 14-0 run in a 2:00 span 
to take a 16-7 lead. Loughlin 
(19-7) scrapped back, but the 
Royals killed any momentum 
by ending the quarter on a 6-0 
run to lead 25-18. 

In the middle of the sec-
ond quarter, Loughlin was 
able to put together a 10-0 run 
that put it up 33-32 with 2:03 
remaining. But once again 
Christ the King grabbed the 
momentum, and this time 
the lead, for good. Toussaint 
drained two three-pointers to 

BY TROY MAURIELLO 

Aaron Walker has been 
here before.

He hit a game-winner to 
send Benjamin Cardozo past 
Christ the King at home and 
landed a 3-pointer to send the 
Judges over Boys & Girls and 
into the PSAL boys’ basket-
ball quarterfinals. But Walker 
couldn’t bail his team out a 
third time. 

He had the ball in his hands 
during the closing seconds, 
with Cardozo down by two. 
Walker let go of a 3-pointer. 
The buzzer sounded, the shot 
sailed toward the basket, and 
everyone in a packed gymna-
sium at Baruch College held 
their breath. 

But this time Walker knew 
when the shot left his hand it 
wouldn’t end up like the rest. 
The shot clanged off the right 
rim and the top-seeded Judges 
were knocked off 58-56 by No. 8 
George Westinghouse, ending 
their dream of a second city 
title in the last three years.

“It didn’t look good,” Walk-

er said. “It looked like it was 
going more to the right instead 
of going straight towards the 
basket.” He and fellow senior 
Rashond Salnave were held 
without a field goal through 
the game’s first three quarters 
as they struggled against a 
tough Westinghouse defense. 

Despite their struggles on 
the offensive end, Cardozo 
held a seven-point lead at 
halftime. Tareq Coburn car-
ried the Judges in the first 
half, with 10 of his team-high 
15 points. But as the Judges’ 
struggles continued, Westing-
house clawed its way back into 
the game. The two teams were 
deadlocked at 43-43 with 1:54 
remaining in regulation. 

After a Westinghouse bas-
ket put the Warriors up 45-43 
and Walker air-balled a three-
pointer on the ensuing posses-
sion, the game looked lost for 
Cardozo. However, when West-
inghouse missed the front 
end of a one-and-one, Coburn 
attacked the basket and was 
fouled with 2.8 seconds left. 
He drained two free throws to 

send the game into overtime. 
“I thought that was like a 

second chance for us… to get a 
great start,” Coburn said.

He and the Judges would do 
just that in overtime. Behind 
nine combined points from 
Salnave and Walker, they held 
a 54-47 lead with just 1:53 re-
maining. However some ques-
tionable clock management 
and some timely shooting 
from Westinghouse pulled the 
Warriors to within two with 
less than one minute left. 

Dammari Moore hit a bas-
ket and was fouled with 17.6 
seconds remaining, and his 
ensuing free throw gave the 
Warriors a lead they would not 
relinquish. Cardozo, down by 
two, had one final shot. How-
ever, that possession would 
result in Salnave dishing the 
ball off to Walker, who could 
not recreate his buzzer-beat-
ing heroics. 

“Thinking back… maybe 
I should’ve shot the last shot, 
even though there were three 
Westinghouse guys on me,” 
Salnave said.”Continued on Page 65

Rashond Salnave dribbles the ball up the floor in transition for Cardozo. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Christ the King celebrates its 29th CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens title.  
Photo by William Thomas 

Dozo loses in fi nals
Judges fall at buzzer to Westinghouse to end season

Motivated Royals 
shut down Loughlin 
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EVERY MAKE! E
SUPERC

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 3/15/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2005 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
57K MILES #23093T

$11,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

41K MILES #23111T

$9,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #23128

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995
2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995
2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

WE HAVE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
1.9%

EVERY MAKE! E
SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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EVERY MODEL!
CENTER

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 3/15/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2007 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #23008T

$8,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #22887T

$22,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
#22675T

$16,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
52K MILES #22711T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
28K MILES #22703T

$19,995
2013 HONDA CIVIC COUPE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
32K MILES #22747T

$9,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE
...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED

CALL LIZ @ 
718-445-2525

EVERY MODEL!
CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED NICE

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED3RD ROW

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED
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BY TREY RODRIGUEZ 

Issac Grant carried the 
team on his back, with fresh-
man guard Cole Anthony feel-
ing under the weather—but 
his effort wasn’t enough to 
earn Archbishop Molloy its 
first diocesan boys’ basketball 
crown since 2002.  

“His effort was superior 
today,” said Molloy coach 
Mike McCleary. “He was ev-
erywhere. It seemed like every 
time there was a ball up in the 
air for grabs, he was in the 
mix to get it, and got it more 
than not.”

After beating Bishop 
Loughlin twice during the reg-
ular season, Molloy couldn’t 
replicate the feat in a 79-67 
loss in the Brooklyn/Queens 
championship game on Feb. 26 
at St. Francis Prep. 

An electric one-handed 
dunk by Anthony with 35 sec-
onds left in the first quarter 
gave Molloy a 17-16 lead. It was 
their last of the game. It was all 
Bishop Loughlin after that. 

“I thought they played 

great tonight,” McCleary said 
of the Lions. “Loughlin was 
very good and [Markquis] 
Nowell controlled the pace of 
the game.”

Nowell, a sophomore guard, 
had 20 points for Bishop Lough-
lin (19-7). His ability to break 
down defenders and get to the 
rim really hurt Molloy, and he 
would often finish with two 
points of his own or a great pass 
to an open teammate. Lough-
lin had four different players 
in double figures, including 
21 from junior forward Keith 
Williams. The Lions got to the 
title game by beating defending 
champion Christ the King in 
overtime in the semifinals. 

Offensively, Molloy (21-5) 
struggled to get going. Luck-
ily, Grant was everywhere. He 
finished with a game-high 22 
points due to his outstanding 
effort crashing the offensive 
glass.

“It’s hard to beat them 
three times,” Grant said. 
“They came out hard, played 
hard, they hit shots and the 
ball seemed to land in their 

hands the whole game.”
Bishop Loughlin ran, and 

just when it looked like they 
would take a breather, they 
ran some more. Molloy gave 
up plenty of points in transi-
tion because they were rarely 
able to set up their half-court 
defense and use their height 
advantage. Between the many 
missed shots and countless 
turnovers, they gave the seem-
ingly faster Bishop Loughlin 
team plenty of easy looks at 
the rim.

“They have two big guys 
so our coaches told us to play 
fast,” said Loughlin’s Wil-
liams.

The offensive struggles of 
Molloy’s perimeter players 
also hurt their spacing, mak-
ing it difficult for sophomore 
center Moses Brown and Grant 
to operate.

“I would get the ball in the 
post and I’d have like three 
guys around me,” Grant said. 
“It’s hard playing against two 
or three guys.”

Despite losing in the cham-
pionship game, Molloy earns 

Can’t they all just get 
along?

That might be the best way 
to describe the state of CHSAA 
girls’ basketball right now. 
The dioceses in recent years 
have appeared to be moving 
closer to finally creating a 
three-tier intersection league 
much like that of the boys, 
but the latest struggles with 
the Catholic state tournament 
might make peace between 
the Lannisters and Starks on 
“Game of Thrones” a more re-
alistic occurrence.

No one is happy under the 
current state playoff format, 
which requires each of the 
four dioceses to send at least 
one representative to the Class 
AA, A and B tournaments. 
Forcing them to come together 
simply isn’t working, because 
teams are being asked to move 

up or drop down from the clas-
sification they play at during 
the regular season or tradi-
tionally have played at in the 
past.

“Let’s make the rule, what-
ever the rule is and abide by 
the rule,” Nazareth coach Ron 
Kelley said. 

Brooklyn/Queens coaches 
are upset about the last-minute 
change that sends its post-sea-
son tournament winner to the 
“AA” tournament and rewards 
their fifth- and sixth-place fin-
ishers with a one-game playoff 
to go “A”. 

The Archdiocese isn’t in 
love with the idea of forcing 
one of its teams that plays in 
an “A”  league to compete in 
the “AA” tournament. Up in 
Buffalo, Cardinal O’Hara, 
which was a Class B team two 
years ago, will be the diocese’s 
“AA” representative after win-
ning its regular-season title.

“Quite honestly it’s not 
fair,” Cardinal O’Hara Ath-
letic Director Angelo Sciandra 
told the Buffalo News back in 
late January.

It is easy to see that the cur-
rent system must be scrapped 
next season and league of-

ficials need to take another 
crack at this. In an ideal world, 
the Archdiocese (Bronx, 
Westchester and Staten Island) 
and Brooklyn/Queens would 
form an intersectional league 
and solve all the problems. 
With that seeming unlikely, 
the leagues may need to go 
back in order to move things 
forward.

As it was done prior to the 

formation of Catholic state 
tournaments seven years ago, 
teams would simply declare 
before the season the classi-
fication at which they would 
play. The state playoff format 
would then be determined, 
based on the number of teams 
in each classification, much 
like the New York State Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools 
Athletic Association does.

Here are two added rules.
You cannot play at a clas-

sification lower than your 
league, and you can only be 
moved down from “AA” to 
“A” with the approval of your 
league if a player suffers a 
season-ending injury that se-
verely hampers your level of 
play before Feb. 1. Call it the 
Rosalyn Gold-Onwude rule, 
because the eventual Stanford 
standout had that happen to 
her at Archbishop Molloy.  

This format, while not ide-
al, should limit complaints, 
because everyone gets to play 
at the level they want to. No 
team is being forced to play 
up or down and no coach will 
have to explain the playoff 
structure to their team more 
than once. The punchline of 
it, “It may change tomorrow,” 
goes away.

Either the CHSAA needs to 
get serious about truly bring-
ing everyone together, or it 
must stop trying to slowly 
force it to happen. All it is do-
ing is hurting the league’s 
credibility, hurting the girls 
and potentially widening the 
gap between the parties at be.    

Can’t they all get along? 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Mary Louis coach JoAnn Arbitello-Pinnock, seen coaching here against 
Bishop Loughlin, said she brought up the idea of boycotting games against 
the other dioceses' Class A teams. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Cole Anthony attempts to dribble past a defender during the Brooklyn-
Queens Archdiocese Class AA Basketball Championship game between 
Bishop Loughlin and Archbishop Molloy. Photo by Robert Cole

Playoff format spurs confl ict in CHSAA girls’ hoops

Speedy Lions outrun Molloy to take title
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aliyyah Handford knew 
she was closing in on the St. 
John’s all-time scoring record, 
she just didn’t know how close 
she was or when it happened. 

It was better that way. 
“I just let the game come 

to me,” she said. “I wasn’t try-
ing to force myself to get this 
record.” 

So Handford, needing just 
five points, treated the mile-
stone hoop like any other. One 
of the nation’s top rebounding 
guards pulled in a loose ball 
on the floor, took a dribble, 
fired and kept her hand in the 
air as the ball went through 
the hoop with 3:49 to play in 
the first quarter.

Handford was only in-
formed of her place in history 
during a second-quarter time 
out when the public address 
announcer told the crowd of 
5,227 who were watching a 69-
54 Red Storm win over Provi-
dence at Carnesecca Arena 
last Friday. 

There was little time for cel-
ebration, with the Red Storm 
women’s basketball team 
down seven before staging an 
18-4 run to close the half and 
put them up 35-28. From that 
point on, they had control of 
the game for good. 

“Coach [Joe Tartamella] 
was walking at the time, so if 
I would have done anything 
it would have been a prob-
lem,” Handford said. “So I 
just cheered myself on on the 
inside.” 

Handford and Danaejah 
Grant scored 27 points each in 
the game, matching the Friars 
output as a team. It was Hand-
ford’s first 20-point perfor-
mance since she played Provi-
dence on New Year’s Eve and it 
moves her past Ling Ling Hou 
(1,950), who played from 1976-

1980, for first place on the pro-
gram’s all-time scoring list. 
Grant, who scored 20 points 
or more in a program-record 
seven straight games, moved 
into 10th on the SJU all-time 
scoring list.  

Handford has 1,973 points 
for her career and is just 27 
points away from becoming 
the first women’s player in 
school history to reach the 
2,000-point plateau. Only 
Chris Mullin, Malik Sealy and 
D’Angelo Harrison have done 
it on the men’s side. St. John’s 
coach Joe Tartamella is im-
pressed with how his first re-
cruit as head coach has gone 
about getting the record. 

When you look at what [Ali-
yyah] has done, not shooting 
the three that much, that’s a 
heck of a lot of points,” he said. 
She’s one of the best scorers 
that I’ve ever seen and ever 
coached. We all think and we 
all know that she’ll be a profes-

sional. You cannot put a price 
tag on what she’s meant to our 
program, especially me, as I 
took over four years ago”

It was Handford who 
sparked the 18-4 run to close 
out the first half. She scored 
the first seven points, includ-
ing a three-pointer from the 
left side that gave the Red 
Storm (20-8, 11-6) their first 
lead at 25-24 with 3:46 to play 
in the second quarter. Provi-
dence (5-22, 1-16) pulled as close 
as 59-52 with 4:08 remaining in 
the fourth quarter, but a Hand-
ford bucket quickly pushed the 
lead back to 11. 

The New Jersey guard was 
speechless for a momentum 
when asked about her time 
with the Red Storm, but is just 
happy she left her mark while 
she was here.

“When I come back I would 
love to hear my name around 
here,” Handford said, “which 
would be a great feeling.”

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Four years ago, the Mon-
signor McClancy’s girls’ bas-
ketball program began. The 
current team’s six seniors, 
who were on that team as 
freshmen, have put a suc-
cessful finish on what they 
started. 

The group powered the 
top-seeded Crusaders to a 
57-53 win over No. 3 Bishop 
Kearney in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division II 
championship game Sunday 
at St. John’s Prep. It is the 
program’s first varsity dioc-
esan crown. 

“It was a great experi-
ence,” senior guard Gina 
Hopkins said. “We worked so 
hard starting as freshmen. 
We started this program with 
a win and we wanted to end it 
with a win.”

McClancy (22-4) did so, 
thanks to its ability to hit the 
three-point shot—nine on 
the game—when it mattered, 
as well as making key free 
throws down the stretch to 
ward off any potential come-
back by the Tigers. 

“The threes were huge,” 
senior Taylor Aybar said. 

“They were motivation. They 
got the crowd going and they 
got us going.”

In the first quarter, both 
teams seemed to be getting 
used to each other and deal-
ing with the nerves of playing 
in the championship game. 
Both Kearney and McClancy 
struggled to get any offensive 
momentum going as Kearney 
took a slim 6-5 lead into the 
second quarter. 

Kearney’s offense came 
alive to start the second quar-
ter as it went on a 9-5 run to 
take a 15-10 advantage. But 
then the Crusaders found life 
from beyond the arc and were 
able to cut the deficit to 20-19. 
However, Kearney went into 
the half leading 26-19. 

The third quarter was 
when everything came to-
gether for McClancy. The 
Crusaders defense held Kear-
ney to only eight points, while 
the offense put up 24 points 
behind seven-point quarters 
from both Aybar and sopho-
more Kristin O’Grady to 
jump out to a 43-34 lead. 

Kearney refused to go 
quietly. It opened the fourth 
on an 8-0 run to cut the Mc-
Clancy lead to 43-42 and even-
tually tied the score at 47-47 
with 3:04 remaining. But a 
key three-pointer from Hop-
kins and clutch free throws 
in the game’s final minutes 
preserved a victory for the 
Crusaders. 

“I’m just happy we got the 
job done because for the be-
ginning of the season we’ve 
had the motto of unfinished 
business because we lost at 
the buzzer [in the CHSAA 
state final] last season,” Mc-
Clancy coach Dewey Hopkins 
said. “For them it’s a great 
thing because they wanted to 
win and they played that way 
in the third quarter.” 

McClancy's Kenla Gracia put the 
ball the to floor on her way to the 
hoop in the Brooklyn/Queens ti-
tle game. Photo by William Thomas

Aliyyah Handford, seen here shooting a jumper against Providence, is 
now the St. John's women's basketball program's all-time top scorer.

Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications/Joe Dee

McClancy’s seniors 
fuel success in fi nals

Handford makes history
SJU women’s hoops star tops all-time scoring list

go along with two Zambrotta 
free throws in the final min-
ute of the quarter to give the 
Royals a 41-35 lead that they 
would not be giving up. 

The second half was more 
of the same for Christ the 
King as its offense stymied 
the Lions. The closest the 
Loughlin got was 43-39 early 
in the third quarter.  Christ 

the King outscored the Lions 
55-36 in the second half to se-
cure the crown and a spot in 
the CHSAA Class AA state 
semifinal March 11 at St. 
John Villa.

“It was just a great team 
effort,” Christ the King coach 
Bob Mackey said.  “We really 
came alive in that third quar-
ter between Dom, Syd, and 
Kaela Kinder. Those three re-
ally proved it. I thought Ash-
lie Howell was just awesome 
on the boards.”

Royals
Continued from Page 59
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Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Transportation fee may apply. See dealer for details. Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. (1) For qualifi ed buyers only, 

fi nancing is subject to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. (2) On select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. See dealer for complete details. Offer exp. 3 days after pub.  DMV#7102098, NYC DCA Lic. #1272205

233-20 Northern Blvd, Little Neck, NY 11363 
(718) 225-6666
Showroom Hours M-F 9-8, SAT 9-6, SUN 12-4

Largest Luxury Vehicle Selection
in the Tri-State Area

AutoGalleryQueensNY.com

Stk# 240185, 8 Cyl, Auto, 44,998 mi

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover Sport HSE
Now only $30,480

Stk# 784581, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Sunroof, Heated Seats, Rear Camera, 
52,726 mi. Text DL784581 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 
X6 AWD xDrive35i
Now only $37,500

Stk# 465636, 6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, 58,913 mi. Text 
DJ465636 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 BMW 3 Series 
335i xDrive AWD
Now only $29,750

Stk# 347714, 8 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, 21 Tire and Rim, 60,700 
mi. Text 7R347714 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2007 Cadillac 
Escalade AWD
Now only $23,700

Stk# 005554, 4 Cyl, Auto, 5,222 mi 
Text GM005554 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2016 Volkswagen 
Golf GTI S
Now only $20,480

Stk# 774077, 8 Cyl, Auto, 89,977 mi. 
Text CA774077 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 Mercedes-Benz 
GL-Class GL550
Now only $34,980

Stk# 498071, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
93,870 mi. Text 9A498071 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class 3.5L
Now only $14,997

Stk# 562881, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
84,375 mi. Text AA562881 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Mercedes-Benz 
M-Class ML350
Now only $19,750

Stk# 944174, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Backup Camera, 
35,559 mi. Text DF944174 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class Cpe C350
Now only $23,995

Stk# 006622, 4 Cyl, Auto, Hid Headlights, Heated Seats, Spoiler, 
30,006 mi. Text DL006622 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Subaru 
Impreza WRX STI
Now only $27,995

Stk# 403827, V6 Cyl, Manuel, 17,900 mi. 
Text 9M403827 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
370Z Coupe
Now only $17,900

Stk# 801385, V6 Cyl, Auto, Cold Weather Package, Navigation, Back Up Cam-
era, 56,808 mi. Text BC801385 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2011 Nissan 
Maxima 3.5 SV
Now only $14,997

Stk# 114629, V6 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Back Up Camera, Heated Seats, 
87,646 mi. Text 9W114629 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2009 Nissan 
Murano LE AWD
Now only $15,995

Stk# 086372, 4 Cyl, Auto, Back Up Camera, Bluetooth, Uber Ready, 
18,638 mi. Text FU086372 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2015 Toyota 
Camry 4C SE
Now only $17,450

Stk# 328188, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Pwr Sunroof, Heated Seats, 
89,091 mi. Text AA328188 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Land Rover 
Range Rover HSE
Now only $25,995

Stk# 422190, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Panoramic Roof, 
77,175 mi. Text CL422190 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2012 BMW 
X5 AWD 50i
Now only $23,995

Stk# 545219, 8 Cyl, Auto, Navigation, Heated Seats, Pwr Sunroof, 
48,353 mi. Text DC545219 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2013 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee Limited
Now only $25,995

Stk# Y35711, 8 Cyl, Auto, 72,177 mi
Text ACY35711 to 96300 for special offers on this vehicle!

2010 BMW 
7 Series 750i
Now only $29,980

Qualifying
 Vehicles
Have a

3 Yr Warranty 
Available

Stk# K14522, 8 cyl, Auto, Merino leather w/ heads up display, 
53,300 mi. Text CLK14522 to 96300 for special offers on this 
vehicle!

2012 BMW X6 M AWD
Now only $45,999

Stk# 349787, 8 cyl, Auto, Navigation, 72,357 mi. 
Text BA349787 to 96300 for special offers on 
this vehicle!

2011 Land Rover Range Rover HSE
Now only $29,780

Stk# A60367, 8 Cyl, Auto, Black Edition, Navigation, Heated 
Seats, Bluetooth, 53,111 mi. Text ALA60367 to 96300 for 
special offers on this vehicle!

2010 Porsche Cayenne GTS AWD
Now only $37,500


