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BY BILL PARRY

The St. Pat’s for All Pa-
rade will continue as a vi-
tal part of the fabric of the 
borough even though the 
march’s founder, and his 
Lavender and Green Alli-
ance, have been invited to 

march under their banner 
at the traditional St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade in Man-
hattan. 

“This beautiful parade 
sent the message that we 
can unify and be one city,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
before he marched on Skill-

man Avenue  in Queens 
Sunday. “Now brothers 
and sisters, we have ar-
rived at that better place 
and on March 17, we will be 
marching together down 
Fifth Avenue, all together 
celebrating the extraordi-

BY BILL PARRY

Some of the biggest names in 
the Long Island City arts commu-
nity declared war on developers 
who illegally altered the deco-

rative facade on the Elks Lodge 
building on 44th Drive Tuesday, 
one week after neighborhood resi-
dents renewed efforts to have the 
property landmarked. 

Construction workers were 

seen removing elk heads from 
the molding with jackhammers 
before the Department of Build-
ings issued a stop work order on 
the site for “dangerous and illegal 
construction.”

Photographer Orestes Gonza-
les, who launched the Elks Lodge 
landmark petition in a grassroots 
effort save it from destruction, 
saw workers drill into the facade 
Tuesday afternoon.

Richard Mazda, the owner of 
the Secret Theatre and founder 
of the LIC Arts Open, had been 
documenting work being done at 
the site. He said workers sneered 
at him when he asked to see per-
mits and they claimed they were 
doing asbestos removal.

“Maybe this building is a line 
in the sand about how we go about 
further development here,” Maz-
da said. “We’ve had a relationship 
with other developers like Rock-
rose and TF Cornerstone, who 
go about things by the rules. Not 
these Johnny-come-latelies.”

Mazda was referring to Alwest 
Equities and Planet Partners, 
which planned on replacing the 
Elks Lodge with an eight-story, 
74-unit condo building. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who organized the 
rally of artists outside the Elks 
Lodge Wednesday afternoon, was 
furious. Last week he wrote to the 
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The baristas at Starbucks record the big-wigs speeches at a new store that opened in Jamaica this week. It is the 
first of a projected 15 stores around the country built to train young workers and managers in financially lagging 
communities. See story on Page 3.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GABRIEL ROM

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr 
(D-Howard Beach) is asking the 
city to reconsider its procedures 
for selecting an operator for ferry 
service to and from Rockaway. 

After attending a meeting in 
Rockaway last week hosted by 
the city Development Corpora-
tion, Addabbo mentioned several 
items that the city should take 
into account before awarding a 
contract.

According to news reports 
published in February, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio tapped San Fran-
cisco-based Hornblower Cruises 
& Events to run the city’s water 
routes.

The new ferry routes are set 
to open in 2017. One will connect 
Rockaway to south Brooklyn and 
downtown Manhattan; a second 
will go from Astoria to Long Is-
land City, Roosevelt Island and 
Midtown Manhattan; and a third 
will connect Brooklyn and Man-
hattan .

But with several ferry opera-
tors already in place that cur-

BY GABRIEL ROM

Bayside High School will receive about $1 
million in major infrastructure renovations, 
courtesy of state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Avella presented a check last Friday to help 
fund the restoration of the school’s aging audito-

Avella allocates $1M
 to  Bayside HS projects

City is missing 
boat on ferries:
Sen. Addabbo

Artist community draws line in sand
Long Island City developer went too far altering Elks Lodge building’s façade

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8
Continued on Page 8

St. Pat’s for All Parade staying

Stephen Malone, the spokesman for the 
horse carriage industry, brought his horse 
Sampson to the St. Pat’s for All Parade in 
Sunnyside, where Malone was born and 
raised. Photo by Bill Parry

FROM SEATTLE WITH LOVE
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Lindy’s Taxi Service “FREE Ride Home” 
Ride with Lindy’s to our restaurant and receive a FREE ride home! $10 Value

O’Neill’s Maspeth Invites You  
to Join Us to Celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day  
March 17th

Irish Specials 

Fitzpatrick Academy  
of Irish Dance

Traditional Irish Favorites

 
and Shepherd’s Pie

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933
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Starbucks helps boro’s young workers
Sutphin Boulevard site will be fi rst of 15 new U.S. stores to train youth in urban communities

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Two Jamaica-raised 

baristas at the newly 
opened Starbucks in Ja-
maica, David Merrick and 
Nigel Armstrong, who 
met barely a month ago 
but have already branded 
themselves the “dynamic 
duo,” are excited the store 
will offer job training for 
youth in the community. 

Starbucks held a pre-
view opening for its new 
store at 89-02 Sutphin 
Blvd. Monday, the first of 
at least 15 stores that will 
open throughout the Unit-
ed States to hire and train 
youth in diverse and urban 
communities. The store of-
ficially opened Tuesday at 
6 a.m.

The store includes an 
onsite classroom space 
available to local nonprofit 
organizations to provide job 
training and skills building 
programs for young people 
in the area.

It is part of the chain’s 
goal of hiring 10,000 oppor-
tunity youth, 16- to 24-year-
old individuals who are 
not in school and not em-
ployed.

Merrick, 23, who vol-
unteers for LIFE Camp 
founded by Erica Ford, said 
the initiative will give kids 
an alternative study spot to 
the library and keep them 

occupied.  
“Honestly, I feel like it’s 

a good thing because as a 
kid, you kind of don’t learn 
what’s going on at a young 
age,” he said. “So this is def-

initely a way to get kids at 
16 and 17 off the streets and 
actually introducing them 
into the workforce and the 
work environment.” 

For Armstrong, 20, the 
store will be a “home away 
from home” for kids in the 
area. 

“I know they’re going 
to have a lot of youth com-
ing in and out of here, so 
to make that connection 
with them is going to be re-
ally big,” he said. “I feel like 
they’re going to be looking 
to us for guidance. I feel like 
it’s going to be really big for 
us and for the youth.”

Alisha Wrencher, the 
store manager, who has 
worked for Starbucks for 
18 years and was born and 
raised in Jamaica, hand-
picked all 17 employees, 
who range in age from 16 to 
36 and hail from Brooklyn, 
parts of Queens and Jamai-
ca in the Caribbean.

“I know how much this 
store can do to create a 

brighter future for our op-
portunity youth and am 
honored that Starbucks 
chose me to lead this new 
store,” Wrencher said. 

Borough President Katz, 
who has launched the Ja-
maica Now Action Plan to 
revitalize Jamaica, praised 
the selection of the borough 
as the beta site.

“We understand that 
this is a prototype for the 
rest of the nation, but just 
to be clear: It started in 
Queens,” Katz said, her 
words met with applause 
from the crowd.

Starbucks has part-
nered with the Queens 
Community House, Queens 
Connect’s lead agency, and 
YMCA’s Y Roads Centers, 
which will be utilizing a 
dedicated training space 
within the store specially 
created by the Starbucks 
design studio.

Baristas David Merrick (l.) and Nigel Armstrong (r.) predict the new Jamaica store will have a good ef-
fect on the community. Photo by Michael Shain 

Julio Rivera documentary premiere set for Jackson Heights
BY BILL PARRY

 
A documentary about 

the murder of Julio Rivera, 
and the effect it had on Jack-
son Heights’ LGBT commu-
nity, makes its world pre-
miere Thursday at PS 69.  It 
is the same school, at 77-02 
37th Ave., where the noto-
rious murder took place 25 
years ago.

Filmmaker Richard 
Shpuntoff, who was born 
and raised in Jackson 
Heights, will screen “Julio 
of Jackson Heights” at 8 
p.m. and host a discussion 
session with members of the 
Rivera family; Alan Sack, 
Julio’s friend and ex-lover 
who led the organizing ef-
forts to find Julio’s mur-
derers; and Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who played such 
a key role in the rise of the 

neighborhood’s LGBT orga-
nizations. 

Shpuntoff photographed 
and filmed the first 20 years 
of the Queens Pride Parade 
and in 2007, he decided to 

make the film. 
“The very first Queens 

Pride Parade seemed truly 
unbelievable at the time,” 
Shpuntoff said. “We aren’t 
talking about 50 or 100 

years ago.  This was just 
25 years ago when gay men 
were afraid to come out and 
March in Queens, afraid 
for their lives.”

Rivera was a gay Latino 
man living and working in 
Jackson Heights when he 
was set upon by a three-
man “hunting party” from 
a skinhead gang, a tragic 
incident that sparked the 
coming out of New York’s 
largest and until then most-
ly closeted LGBT communi-
ty, Shpuntoff explained.

“The police were not 
doing a proper investiga-
tion, which was the norm 
back then,” he said. “The 
murder of Julio Rivera 
was, unfortunately, not the 
first gay bashing murder in 
the neighborhood by any 
means. There had actually 
been a number of murders 
of gay men in similar cir-

cumstances during the 
‘80s.”

What was different was 
the community’s reaction. 
They formed organizations, 
such as Ed Sedarbaum’s 
Queens Gay and Lesbi-
ans United and Dromm’s 
Queens Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Committee, and real 
political traction began.

“We’ve come a long,” 
Dromm said. “If not for 
Julio, I don’t know that the 
Queens movement would 
have gotten as far as it 
has.”

Shpuntoff lives in Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina now 
but he has been watching 
recent events in Jackson 
Heights where three high-
profile attacks against the 
LGBT community have oc-
curred since late Novem-
ber. The vicious beating of 
a transgender woman Nov. 

29 led to several rallies in 
the community.

“Unfortunately, we still 
have this kind of violence 
in Jackson Heights de-
spite the progress we have 
made, but now the victims 
are largely trans women 
of color,” Shpuntoff said. 
“What is different today 
is the response, and this 
is a big change. When Ju-
lio was murdered in 1990, 
there was no public re-
sponse. Zero. Not from the 
police, not from the politi-
cians, not from the media. 
It took months of constant 
pressure to get the police to 
run a serious investigation. 
After Julio, whether you 
are talking about Edgar 
Garzon or the more recent 
cases of attacks on trans-
gender women, the commu-
nity now rallies in support 
on every level.”

A film about Julio Rivera’s murder makes its world premiere next 
week as the Queens World Film Festival gets underway.
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Register now at CelebrateShowcase.com
and enter to Win a FitBit  

Bar/Bat Mitzv w  Wedding

CELEBRATE!
SAVINGS

Exclusive Event Discounts

FREE!

Uniondale, NY Long Island Marriott

Party Planning Event

presented by Mitzvah Market

|

Celebrate
Party Showcase

!

Alan Hevesi talks politics at Forest Hills Y
BY GABRIEL ROM

Former state Comptrol-
ler Alan Hevesi still enjoys 
a good debate.

Speaking at the Central 
Queens Y in Forest Hills, 
Hevesi, who was jailed for 
corruption in 2011, gave a 
lively, and at times combat-
ive, hour and a half talk on 
the state of American poli-
tics.

The 75-year-old ex-law-
maker, who began a 35-year 
political career as Forest 
Hills’ assemblyman opened 
his remarks by making 
it clear that substantive, 
often complex, debates on 
national issues have been 
dropped this election cycle, 
while juvenile showman-
ship rule the airwaves.

“We aren’t having de-
bates and debating is part 
of politics,” he said at the 
Monday lecture.

From FDR’s court-pack-
ing scheme to Truman’s 

steel-seizure, Hevesi enu-
merated the powers of the 
president and the limits of 
those powers.

Because of the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s ability to 

check the president, An-
tonin Scalia’s death stood 
out to Hevesi, noting that 
the late chief justice was 
brilliant, funny and ex-
tremely self-confident. The 

audience, mostly older and 
mostly Democrat, mur-
mured in quiet disapprov-
al.

“Because of the impor-
tance of the ninth judge, 
the election is now not just 
about the president but the 
tenor of American law for 
the next two decades,” he 
said.

As the lecture contin-
ued, Hevesi goaded the au-
dience to engage with him.

“You’re all I get since 
I’m retired,” he said.

The audience seemed 
more keen to argue with his 
political beliefs than with 
his political past as the only 
mention of Hevesi’s exten-
sive legal problems came 
from Hevesi himself.

Hevesi said his political 
allegiance was with fellow 
Democrat Hillary Clinton,  
he believed she would ulti-
mately win the presidency 
in a landslide. Explaining 
his past with Clinton, Heve-

si said that “when I got into 
my trouble, which no one 
has mentioned because you 
are all very polite, Hillary 
stood by me.” 

Hevesi resigned as state 
comptroller in December 
2006. A plea deal spared 
him time behind bars for 
having a state driver chauf-
feur his ailing wife. Clinton 
was the U.S. senator from 
New York.

In October 2010, he 
pleaded guilty to invest-
ing $250 million in pension 
funds with the private equi-
ty firm Markstone Capital 
Partners in exchange for $1 
million in gifts, campaign 
donations and paid trips to 
Italy and Israel.  

He went on to make a 
case for increased regu-
lation of guns while he 
probed the audience to con-
sider their abortion beliefs 
more carefully.

“He really shouldn’t be 
talking about this,” a wom-

an muttered.
“What is he, a doctor?” 

another said.
Hevesi contended that 

the point of having such 
uncomfortable discussions 
was to raise issues that 
weren’t being debated.

“I don’t know what bet-
ter defines the complexity 
and intricacy of lawmak-
ing more than the abortion 
question--and it’ll never go 
away,” Hevesi retorted.

Upbeat throughout, 
Hevesi expressed confi-
dence in the resiliency of 
the American political sys-
tem.

“Understand that even 
with all this ugliness, on 
January 20, the new presi-
dent is inaugurated, and 
the former president who 
controls the world’s stron-
gest military will shake his 
hand and go off as a private 
citizen. Where else does 
that happen?”

Former state Comptroller Alan Hevesi, who served a year and half 
in jail for  corruption, is making a comeback of sorts, lecturing at 
the YMHA in Forest Hills about the current political scene.  

Photo by Gabriel Rom
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department 
of Transportation has 
started issuing bus-lane 
violations, based on cam-
era surveillance, along 
the Q44 Select Bus Service 
route that runs from the 
Bronx Zoo through Flush-
ing to Jamaica. 

The DOT had put out 
warnings based on the 
cameras to motorists for 
a 60-day period before be-
ginning to levy fines on 
Monday.

Now motorists who 
drive or stand in the bus 
lane during designated 
hours will receive $115 
violations. Each corridor 
has signage indicating the 
hours that the bus lanes are 
operable and that the lanes 
are camera-enforced. 

The 60-day warning 
period was mandated by 
state law when the cam-
eras were first operated 
to make sure that drivers 
understood the program. 
Since violations are issued 
against the vehicle, points 
are not taken off of driv-
ers’ licenses. 

A DOT spokesman said 
the hours for existing bus 
lanes on the Q44 SBS route 
vary based on the location 
and design, with some in 
effect at all times and oth-
ers only in effect during 
daytimes or rush hours.

In response to concerns 
by Borough President Me-
linda Katz and community 

leaders such as Commu-
nity Board 7 Chairman 
Gene Kelty and Dian Yu, 
executive director of the 
Downtown Flushing Tran-
sit Hub Business Improve-
ment District, the spokes-
man said all bus violations 
are reviewed and issued 
only by trained DOT em-
ployees. 

Camera enforcement is 
also in effect along six oth-
er streamlined bus routes 
in the Bronx, Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Staten Is-
land. 

The state authoriza-
tion authorizes the expan-
sion of the city’s bus-lane 
camera program to 16 
total routes. Additional 
SBS routes will be added 
over time. The agency also 
works with the NYPD to 
enforce bus lanes citywide 
through traditional meth-
ods. 

Kelty said he wants 
more information about 
the enforcement process 
and how many red light 
camera pictures are tak-
en. 

“I would like to know 
how many camera lights, 
red light infractures hap-
pened since they instituted 
the policy of enforcement,” 
he said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566. A bus lane camera is mounted near the Q44 SBS stop on 

Main Street and Kissena Boulevard in Flushing.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Bus lane traffi c cameras on
DOT has started issuing violations on Q44 SBS routes in borough

Survey to examine 
Flushing businesses

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Flushing community lead-

ers have teamed up with the 
city to conduct a comprehen-
sive survey of businesses in 
the area. 

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Flushing Business Improve-
ment District and the city 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services announced the 
launch at a news conference 
March 7. 

The survey, which is part 
of the Flushing Commercial 
District Needs Assessment—
a collaboration between the 
three organizations—will 
focus on downtown commer-
cial corridors and businesses 
along Main Street, Roosevelt 
Avenue, Union Street, North-
ern Boulevard, 39th Avenue 
and College Point Boulevard.

John Choe, the Flushing 
Chamber’s executive direc-
tor, said the data will be 
critical for making a case to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio about 
the need for more services in 
the area.

“We wanted to make sure 
that action is what follows up 
with the survey,” Choe told 
the launch at the chamber 
headquarters at 39-01 Main 
St.

Dian Yu, Flushing BID’s 
executive director, said the 
survey is a step in the right 
direction.

“Even though we have lim-
ited resources, we went for it 
because this is an important 
survey,” Yu said. 

Cindy Cheung, the project 
manager of the small busi-
ness agency, said the factors 
to be examined include the 
area’s demographics, small 
business conditions, market 
retail analyses, physical envi-
ronment and other economic 
development indicators.

“What the survey is is an 
opportunity for the business 
owner to share their perspec-
tive and share their experi-
ence to us so that we will be 
able to better invest in the 
future of this neighborhood,” 
Cheung said. 

The Flushing Chamber 
will be visiting and speaking 
with merchants and business 
owners in the area between 
March and April to collect 
survey responses.

Surveys will be conducted 
in person and are also avail-
able online via http://bit.ly/
flushingbizsurvey in Eng-
lish, Chinese, Korean and 
Spanish.

City Councilman Peter Koo (r) 
is among the attendees at the 
launch of a business survey for 
Flushing.  Photo by Madina Toure



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
ARCH 13, 2016

7

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Mark Morris Performing Arts
3 Lafayette Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-624-8400
markmorrisdancegroup.org

Mathnasium
7409 3 Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
347-443-9728
mathnasium.com/bayridge

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
parkslopedaycamp.com

Prospect Park YMCA
357 Ninth St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-768-7100   ymcanyc.org/camp

SJCamps
St. Joseph’s College - Brooklyn
245 Clinton Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11205
631-687-4556
sjcny.edu/bkcamp

FasTracKids
Grasmere 718-351-7333
Charlston 718-494-1232
 ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
luhisummercamps.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Rd, 
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291  ext. 203
frostvalley.org/family/camps

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510
aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Bay Terrace Kidz Club 
Nursery Camp
212-00 23rd Avenue
Bayside, NY 11360
718-423-6111
btpool.org

Breezy Point Surf Club
718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

In Motion Dance Center 
of New York
132-19 14th Avenue 
(Whitepoint Shopping Center)
College Point, NY 
718-746-4669

The Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
kewforest.org

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11363
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club
718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

St. Agnes Summer Camps
13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356
718.353.6276
stagneshs.org

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510
aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814 ext. 210
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Bishop Kearney’s Summer Sports 
Camps
2202 60th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
718-236-6363 
bishopkearneyhs.org

Brooklyn Arts Exchange
421 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-832-0018
youth.bax.org/school-breaks

Dodge YMCA
225 Atlantic Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
212-912-2412
ymcanyc.org/dodge

FasTracKids
Park Slope 718-260-8100
Williamsburg 347-987-4450 
Sheepshead Bay 718-748-3000
Bay Ridge/Dyker Heights 718-748-3000
ftkny.com

Surprise Lake
Cold Spring, NY 10516
212-924-3131
surpriselake.org
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nary heritage of the Irish 
people.”

 Following Sunday’s pa-
rade through Sunnyside and 
Woodside, Astoria’s Brendan 
Fay said the turnout proved 
the all-inclusive celebration of 
Irish culture is here to stay.

“This past parade was evi-
dence enough of the feeling the 
people of Queens have for St. 
Pat’s for All and it will indeed 
continue on into the future,” 
he said. “It was especially 

energized this year with the 
news that St. Pat’s for All will 
no longer be the city’s only all-
inclusive parade now that the 
Lavender and Green Alliance 
have been invited to march in 
the traditional parade down 
Fifth Avenue.”

The move ends a 25-year 
boycott of the parade that be-
gan when the Irish Lesbian 
and Gay Organization applied 
to march and was denied in 
1991. Parade organizers de-
clared their march to be a 
Catholic possession and thus 
gay groups were not welcome, 
setting off massive protests 

for years.
After a change in leader-

ship of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Inc., the new chairman 
of the board, John Lahey, in-
vited the Lavender and Green 
Alliance to march under their 
own banner on March 17, de 
Blasio ended his two-year boy-
cott of the Fifth Avenue pa-
rade.  Speaking to the crowd 
in Sunnyside, he thanked Fay 
and his fellow organizers for 
providing a beacon of hope for 
the entire city.

The mayor, who heard 
boos on Saturday during 
Rockaway’s St. Patrick’s 

Parade, got a much warmer 
reception in Sunnyside. De 
Blasio spoke from a parade 
float filled with elected of-
ficials including U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) and City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) who has not 
missed a St. Pat’s for All in 
each of its 17 years.

“It was such a marvel-
ous day and it was great to 
see the leadership of the city 

once again make its way to 
Sunnyside to take part,” Fay 
said. “As the march contin-
ued up the hill on Skillman 
Avenue, I couldn’t help but 
turn back over my shoulder 
to take in the sights of the 
rainbow flags with the Irish 
tri-colors. It was a marvelous 
sight that reflects the very 
best of our borough. This 
parade has inspired other 
people to make their own 
cultural celebrations as in-
clusive as ours.”

Van Bramer agreed, say-
ing St. Pat’s for All will not 

end just because it success-
fully influenced the policy of 
the Manhattan march.

“Allowing this parade 
to continue to grow in im-
portance and spirit helped 
to propel the change that 
ultimately happened,” Van 
Bramer said. “It became 
something much more than 
just a protest of the Fifth Av-
enue parade, it actually be-
came its own very powerful 
symbol of being both Irish 
and inclusive.”

rium and a renovated ath-
letic field house. 

Principal Michael Athy 
received the check on be-
half of the city Department 
of Education, which will be 
responsible for the imple-
mentation of the projects.

Of the $1 million that 
Avella will appropriate for 
Bayside High School’s Capi-
tal Improvement Request, 
$750,000 will go toward the 
restoration of the audito-
rium. The auditorium has 
a seating capacity of 1,300 
and has been used for the-
atrical performances, con-
certs and cultural events 
for 80 years. Extensive use, 
however, has ultimately led 
to a deterioration of the au-
ditorium’s seating. 

The auditorium, part of 
the Music Wing, will be up-
dated to meet current needs 
and serve as a presentation 

space for Bayside’s music 
program, which now in-
cludes both performance 
and production classes.

The remaining $250,000 
will go toward a new athlet-
ic field house. The renova-
tions will include the resto-
ration of lockers, showers, 
bathrooms and the exterior 
for the school’s more than 
100 outdoor PSAL athletic 
teams.

The School Construc-
tion Authority is currently 
working with the school in 
the planning process. Work 
may be slated to begin as 
early as January 2017.

“So many of our schools 
have a laundry list of what 
needs improvement or 
downright replacement,” 
Avella said. “We can never 
do enough for our schools, 
but we can make sure that 
every year we chip a hand-
ful of things off that list. I’m 
always eager to fund proj-
ects that will give students 
the facilities and resources 

that will encourage their 
interests and help their 
studies. Principal Michael 
Athy has recommended the 
perfect set of improvements 
to that end, and I’m glad to 
help restore the aging au-
ditorium and athletic field 
house.”

Avella added that this 
type of discretionary fund-
ing from elected officials 
was especially important, 
as many schools in the area 
do not get Title I funding to 
cover students from lower-
income neighborhoods, 
which is renewed yearly. 
Bayside is receiving Title I 
funding this year.

“A million dollars is not 
something I’m able to do ev-
eryday,” he said

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com
55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

Principal Michael Athy of Bayside High School receives a check from state Sen. Tony Avella for $1 mil-
lion. Courtesy of state Sen. Avella
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Katz backs proposal for light rail in borough
BY GABRIEL ROM

 
Queens Borough Presi-

dent Melinda Katz has 
thrown her support behind 
a proposal to return com-
muter rail service to the 
Long Island Rail Road’s 
Lower Montauk Branch. 
Katz said a light rail ser-
vice should run from Long 
Island City to Jamaica, 
and advocated for the rail 
system be integrated into a 
larger transportation plan 
for Queens.

In a letter addressed 
to MTA Chairman Tom 
Prendergast, Katz said 
that as the population of 
Queens has boomed, addi-
tional transit options are 
required.

Katz also pushed for 
transit options that would 
connect the Jamaica LIRR 
Station to the Hunters 
Point Terminal in Long Is-
land City.

“This passenger rail 

line should be considered 
as part of the master plan 
for a new regional rail sys-
tem,” she said in the letter.

The notion of a trans-

portation master plan has 
been raised by Queens civic 
leaders in the past, includ-
ing Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 

and Juniper Valley Civic 
Association President Rob-
ert Holden.

“Several elected offi-
cials came out in favor of 

reactivating the Rockaway 
Line and currently the 
light-rail from JFK goes to 
Jamaica,” Arcuri said in a 
December interview. “So if 
you could tie these all in, 
it would be a whole master 
plan that could be accom-
plished.”  Arcuri contrasted 
the large-scale plan with 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) light-
rail proposal from Glendale 
to Long Island City. 

In December Communi-
ty Board 5 voted to support 
City Councilwoman Eliz-
baeth Crowley’s (D-Glen-
dale) proposed commuter-
rail plan from Glendale to 
Long Island City, without 
explicitly recommending 
the usage of light-rail.

The vote, which end-
ed up 36 in support, six 
against and one abstention, 
came on the heels of CB5’s 
Transportation and Public 
Transit committees nar-
rowly recommending the 
proposal the week before.

Katz, who requested that 
the MTA conduct a travel 
demand study to determine 
potential and future rider-
ship levels, applauded CB5 
specifically in her letter for 
voting in favor of Crowley’s 
light rail proposal.

Crowley anticipates a 
rail car will cost about $3 
million. The tracks and the 
right-of-way—two of the 
most expensive pieces—
have been secured for the 
future project, according to 
a Crowley spokeswoman. 

Crowley’s proposed 
rail line would run from 
Glendale near Woodhaven 
Boulevard into Long Island 
City, with passenger stops 
at the Metro Mall in Middle 
Village and in Long Island 
City. The approximately 
5-mile stretch of tracks that 
runs from Long Island City 
to Glendale is currently 
used only for a brief peri-
od overnight to transport 
freight.

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz wants the MTA to consider City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley's light rail proposal. Photo by Michael Shain
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Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, urging them 
to designate the building as 
a histroical landmark,

“Everything that hap-
pened here yesterday was 
illegal and there were crimi-
nal acts against this com-
munity,” he said. “They tore 
into this facade surgically, 
and we will never forgive 
them. What has been done 
to this building is nothing 
short of civic vandalism.”

Van Bramer said he has 
been in contact with the 
city Department of Build-
ings and the de Blasio ad-
ministration about the mat-
ter and that the developers 
had been slapped with mul-
tiple fines.

The councilman said 
he would draft two pieces 
of legislation to discourage 
developers from illegally 
altering structures. The 
first piece would impose 

significant fines and penal-
ties to any landowner that 
intentionally alters the fa-
cade or any part of a build-
ing that is in the process of 
being landmarked and the 
second piece would autho-
rize the city to increase the 
fines if a developer does il-
legal construction without 
a permit.

Alwest Equities and 
Planet Partners could not 
be reached for comment.

“This is the kind of de-
veloper we need to be extra 
vigilant about and maybe 
put out a warning to all the 
new developers coming that 
this is a community that is 
unified and if we see illegal 
work we need to report it,” 
Mazda said. “And if we see 
people going about this in a 
kind of wanton destruction 
we need to protest.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Elks Lodge
rently do business with 
the city, running vessels 
through various unique 
waterways surrounding 
New York, Addabbo urged 
de Blasio to consider con-
tracting a company that 
has both local experience 
and economic advantages 
as opposed to working 
with an out-of-state busi-
nesses. 

“Rockaway residents 
and I certainly know the 
severe need for improved 
transportation on the pen-
insula,” Addabbo said. 
“That is why the success 
of this ferry initiative, and 
ultimately the success of 
the Rockaway peninsula, 
is dependent on making 
sure the city chooses the 
right operator. The meet-
ing I recently attended 
with EDC and the commu-
nity highlighted the fact 
that the lowest bidder is 
not always necessarily the 
most responsible choice, 
and there are many other 
factors besides the price 
tag that we must keep in 

mind. It is important that 
whichever operator is ulti-
mately chosen can promise 
jobs to Rockaway residents 

and can also ensure that 
the already agreed-upon 
fare to ride the ferry stays 
the same, regardless of op-

erating costs.”
The city will spend $55 

million on docks and capi-
tal costs for the ferries, in 
addition to subsidizing the 
service.

Addabbo also noted a 
promise made by de Bla-
sio when announcing the 
resurrected ferry service. 
According to Addabbo, the 
mayor committed to choos-
ing an operator that would 
provide newly constructed 
boats for this project, a 
promise which the senator 
said must be kept. He also 
believes the community, 
or at least the city, should 
be able to inspect the boats 
from a potential ferry op-
erator prior to any final 
deal being signed.

Addabbo also said he 
also wants to explore the 
community’s funding re-
quest, made through NY 
Rising, for roughly $8 mil-
lion to build a proper dock 
for these boats and their 
riders to use. 

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr. is pushing Mayor Bill de Blasio to 
reconsider the way his administration selects an operator for 
ferry service to and from Rockaway. Photo by Bill Parry 

E-MAIL THE NEWSROOM AT 
TIMESLEDGERNEWS@CNGLOCAL.COM





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 13
, 2

01
6

12

FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


