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Former state Comptroller 
Alan Hevesi still enjoys a good 
debate.

Speaking at the Central 
Queens Y in Forest Hills, 
Hevesi, who was jailed for cor-
ruption in 2011, gave a lively, 
and at times combative, hour 
and a half talk on the state of 
American politics.

The 75-year-old ex-lawmak-
er, who began a 35-year po-
litical career as Forest Hills’ 
assemblyman opened his re-
marks by making it clear that 
substantive, often complex, de-
bates on national issues have 
been dropped this election cy-
cle, while juvenile showman-
ship rule the airwaves.

“We aren’t having debates 
and debating is part of poli-
tics,” he said at the Monday 
lecture.

From FDR’s court-packing 
scheme to Truman’s steel-sei-
zure, Hevesi enumerated the 
powers of the president and 
the limits of those powers.

Because of the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s ability to check 
the president, Antonin Sca-
lia’s death stood out to Heve-
si, noting that the late chief 
justice was brilliant, funny 
and extremely self-confident. 

De Blasio blames
mental illness for
Astoria rampage

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio wants 
the city to improve mental 
health services following ac-
cused killer James Patrick 
Dillon’s bloody rampage in As-
toria Sunday. 

The 23-year-old Astoria 
resident struggled with men-
tal illness and was not taking 
his medications when he went 
on a six-hour crime spree left 
one man dead, another set on 
fire, one woman slashed in the 
face and head, and the two po-
lice officers hospitalized with 
burns from a caustic liquid, 
according to the NYPD.

“This horrible tragedy over 
the weekend is not only very 
painful, but also very complex, 
because the individual had no 
history of significant charg-
es,” de Blasio said. “There 
were some minor criminal of-
fenses, but nothing involving 
violence. From what we know, 
this is not someone who would 
have come up on the radar as a 
particular threat. He said Dil-
lon’s family “deserved more 
help to figure out how to han-
dle the problems that young 
man was having.”

Astoria went on lockdown 
Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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Gov. Cuomo (r) shares a story or two with Rev. Floyd Flake (c) in the pastor's office at the Greater 
Allen AME Church and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks. The governor made an unscheduled Sunday morning 
stop at the Jamaica church to talk up his new jobs plan. Photo by Nat Valentine

Alan Hevesi 
talks politics 
at Queens Y

Dillon was off his meds: Cops
MEETING OF POWER BROKERS
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BY GABRIEL ROM

A spokesman for city DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said her comments 
on the price tag for the con-
troversial Select Bus Service 
along Woodhaven Boulevard, 
which angered state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach), had been misinter-
preted.  

Addabbo said the price 
tag for the controversial 
Select Bus Service along 
Woodhaven Boulevard had 
ballooned to $400 million, 
based on testimony from 
Trottenberg at a recent Coun-
cil hearing. Trottenberg’s 
spokesman said she told the 
 Council that “the potential 
price tag of the Woodhaven 
SBS project had grown but 
that DOT’s adjustments had 
made the higher estimate  no 
longer applicable.”

DOT officials were unable 
to say where the $400 million 
estimate came from or, given 
DOTs adjustments, what the 
DOT’s current cost estimate 
is for the project

Until the commissioner’s 
remarks before the City 
Council March 3, the full SBS 
price tag was estimated to be 
in the $200 million range.

“She also noted that DOT 

would work hard to keep the 
project on budget, while at 
the same time bringing sig-
nificant transit and safety 
benefits to Woodhaven/Cross 
Bay in the next year,” the 
spokesman said.   

The MTA contends the 
streamlined bus route along 
the Q52 and Q53 routes will 
provide more reliable service 
for 30,000 daily riders with 
an anticipated travel time 
savings of 25-35 percent and 
will especially benefit low-
income citizens along the 
Woodhaven corridor who 
have been plagued with slow 
buses for years.

The timeline for the proj-
ect has changed as commu-
nity opposition increased.

DOT announced in Decem-
ber that it plans to implement 
a preliminary short-term SBS 
program in early 2017 before 
a full capital build-out.

The short-term plan will 
include street resurfacing, 
roadway and pedestrian 
safety improvements along 
the 1.3-mile corridor and   is 
expected to cost in the neigh-
borhood of $10-20 million. 
The full capital project, while 
still in the design phase, will 
be significantly less than the 
$400 million estimate, ac-
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BY BILL PARRY

Some of the biggest names 
in the Long Island City arts 
community declared war on 
developers who illegally al-
tered the decorative facade 
on the Elks Lodge building on 
44th Drive Tuesday, one week 
after neighborhood residents 
renewed efforts to have the 
property landmarked. 

Construction workers were 
seen removing elk heads from 
the molding with jackham-
mers before the Department of 
Buildings issued a stop work 
order on the site for “danger-
ous and illegal construction.”

Photographer Orestes Gon-
zales, who launched the Elks 
Lodge landmark petition with 
the Court Square Civic Asso-
ciation, saw workers drill into 
the facade Tuesday afternoon.

Richard Mazda, the owner 
of the Secret Theatre and 
founder of the LIC Arts Open, 
had been documenting work 
being done at the site. He said 
workers sneered at him when 
he asked to see permits and 
they claimed they were doing 

asbestos removal.
“Maybe this building is a 

line in the sand about how we 
go about further development 
here,” Mazda said. “We’ve 
had a relationship with other 
developers like Rockrose and 
TF Cornerstone, who go about 
things by the rules. Not these 
Johnny-come-latelies.”

Mazda was referring to 
Alwest Equities and Planet 
Partners, which planned on 
replacing the Elks Lodge with 
an eight-story, 74-unit condo 
building. City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside), who organized the 
rally of artists outside the Elks 
Lodge Wednesday afternoon, 
was furious.

“Everything that happened 
here yesterday was illegal 
and there were criminal acts 
against this community,” he 
said. “They tore into this facade 
surgically, and we will never 
forgive them. What has been 
done to this building is nothing 
short of civic vandalism.”

Van Bramer said he has 
been in contact with the city 
Department of Buildings and 

the de Blasio administration 
about the matter and that the 
developers had been slapped 
with multiple fines.

The councilman said he 
would draft two pieces of legis-
lation to discourage developers 
from illegally altering struc-
tures. The first piece would 
impose significant fines and 
penalties to any landowner 
that intentionally alters the fa-
cade or any part of a building 
that is in the process of being 
landmarked and the second 
piece would authorize the city 
to increase the fines if a devel-
oper does illegal construction 
without a permit.

Alwest Equities and Planet 
Partners could not be reached 
for comment.

“This is the kind of devel-
oper we need to be extra vigi-
lant about and maybe put out 
a warning to all the new de-
velopers coming that this is a 
community that is unified and 
if we see illegal work we need 
to report it,” Mazda said. “And 
if we see people going about 
this in a kind of wanton de-
struction we need to protest.”

Continued on Page 48

As soon as an application to the Landmarks Commission was filed, the owners of the former Elks Lodge in 
Long Island City began work to remove its decorative facade.  Photo by Bill Parry

Select Bus Service
price tag disputed

Artists draw line in sand
LIC developer went too far altering Elks Lodge facade

DOT officials say the Select Bus Service route along Woodhaven 
Boulevard will cost far less than $400 million. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

Hoop dreams will make 
a comeback at the Woodside 
Houses after City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and community members 
broke ground last Friday on a 
$500,000 renovation of its bas-
ketball court and play area. 
After being poorly maintained 
for many years, the courts at 
31-5 49th St. are deteriorated 
and uneven, posing safety 
hazards to the young people 
who play basketball and other 
sports.

“The residents of Woodside 
Houses deserve a model bas-
ketball court and play area, 
not one that has fallen into dis-
repair,” Van Bramer said. The 
NYCHA development hosts the 
annual Woodside Classic, a 
youth basketball tournament 
that draws hundreds of sports 
fans from around the city to 
the neighborhood.

“We’ve been working to 
get repairs for this basketball 
court since 1985,” Woodside 

Tenants Association Presi-
dent Annie Cotton-Morris 
said. “This is more than just 
a basketball court, it’s an im-
portant axis and gathering 
place for our community. I’m 
glad that we can finally break 
ground on improvements that 
will make this court up to 
date.”

The groundbreaking is one 
of many efforts undertaken by 
Van Bramer to improve condi-
tions, especially outdoor spac-
es, for NYCHA residents in his 
district. Van Bramer worked 
with the de Blasio administra-
tion to secure $87 million in 
funds for roof replacements at 
the Queensbridge Houses and 
the nearly $6 million to restore 
the Queensbridge Seawall and 
park house.

Meanwhile, Van Bramer 
unveiled 19 community proj-
ects that have been proposed 
as part of the 26th District’s 
second year of Participatory 
Budgeting. Over $1 million 
will be allocated for the most 
popular projects.

Van Bramer was slated to 
host a Project Expo Monday 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices center at 43-31 39th St. 
The expo will give community 
residents the opportunity to 
speak with project delegates, 
see project presentations and 
learn more about each pro-

posal.
“Each and every one of the 

19 projects would be fantastic 
additions to our community,” 
Van Bramer said. “Community 
members narrowed down the 
list of hundreds of ideas to 19 
real, implementable projects. 
These projects run the gamut 
from school improvements to 

pedestrian safety to improve-
ments in NYCHA houses.”

Residents in the 22nd Dis-
trict will have the same oppor-
tunity, voting how to spend $1.5 
million on projects to improve 
their neighborhoods. City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) released a 
voter guide last Friday with 
proposals that include a new 
computer lab for IS 141, a new 
cyber center at the Queens Li-
brary Astoria branch, a new 
sitting area in Astoria Park 
and upgrades for the Long Is-
land City High School audito-
rium.

“So far this year, nearly 400 
residents have participated 
in the process, sharing their 
ideas and discussing what 
the district needs,” Constan-
tinides said. “I’m anticipating 
a big turnout from the commu-
nity to vote on these proposals 
next month.”

Voting is open March 28 to 
April 3 at numerous locations 
throughout the district.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) joins residents of the Woodside 
Houses to announce a $500,000 renovation of its basketball courts. 

Photo by Steve Vazquez

Woodside Houses to get basketball court renovated
Van Bramer allocates $500,000 for outdoor community space in need of repair since 1985
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BY GABRIEL ROM

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, 
Jr (D-Howard Beach) is asking 
the city to reconsider its proce-
dures for selecting an operator 
for ferry service to and from 
Rockaway. 

After attending a meeting 
in Rockaway last week hosted 
by the city Development Cor-
poration, Addabbo mentioned 
several items that the city 
should take into account be-
fore awarding a contract.

According to news reports 
published in February, May-
or Bill de Blasio tapped San 
Francisco-based Hornblower 
Cruises & Events to run the 
city’s water routes.

The new ferry routes are 
set to open in 2017. One will 
connect Rockaway to south 
Brooklyn and downtown Man-
hattan; a second will go from 
Astoria to Long Island City, 
Roosevelt Island and Midtown 
Manhattan; and a third will 
connect Brooklyn and Man-
hattan .

But with several ferry op-
erators already in place that 
currently do business with the 
city, running vessels through 
various unique waterways 
surrounding New York, Add-
abbo urged de Blasio to con-
sider contracting a company 
that has both local experience 
and economic advantages as 

opposed to working with an 
out-of-state businesses. 

“Rockaway residents and 
I certainly know the severe 
need for improved transporta-
tion on the peninsula,” Add-
abbo said. “That is why the 
success of this ferry initiative, 
and ultimately the success of 
the Rockaway peninsula, is 
dependent on making sure the 
city chooses the right operator. 
The meeting I recently attend-
ed with EDC and the commu-
nity highlighted the fact that 

the lowest bidder is not always 
necessarily the most responsi-
ble choice, and there are many 
other factors besides the price 
tag that we must keep in mind. 
It is important that whichever 
operator is ultimately chosen 
can promise jobs to Rockaway 
residents and can also ensure 
that the already agreed-upon 
fare to ride the ferry stays the 
same, regardless of operating 
costs.”

The city will spend $55 mil-

BY PHILIP NEWMAN 
  
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority will add 
more than 2,000 state-of-the-
art buses to its fleet in the 
next five years, including 75 
this year in Queens in what 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo called a 
“major overhaul  of the MTA’s 
fleet.”

Cuomo was joined by MTA 
Chairman Thomas Prender-
gast and New York City Tran-
sit President Ronnie Hakim 
Tuesday in the announcement 
of what the governor called a 
“reimagining of the MTA to 
improve services for all New 
Yorkers.”

Cuomo said the new buses 
would include amenities de-
signed to dramatically im-
prove the overall passenger 

experience, including charg-
ing ports and free Wi-Fi on all 
rides.

The MTA said that by 2020, 

a total of 2,042 buses will be 
equipped with Wi-Fi  hotspots 
and that 75 of the first new bus-

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz has thrown her 
support behind a proposal to 
return commuter rail service 
to the Long Island Rail Road’s 
Lower Montauk Branch. Katz 
said a light rail service should 
run from Long Island City to 
Jamaica, and advocated for 
the rail system be integrated 
into a larger transportation 
plan for Queens.

In a letter addressed to 
MTA Chairman Tom Pren-
dergast, Katz said that as the 
population of Queens has 
boomed, additional transit 
options are required.

Katz also pushed for tran-
sit options that would connect 
the Jamaica LIRR Station to 
the Hunters Point Terminal 
in Long Island City.

“This passenger rail line 
should be considered as part 
of the master plan for a new 
regional rail system,” she 
said in the letter.

The notion of a trans-
portation master plan has 
been raised by Queens civic 
leaders in the past, includ-
ing Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
and Juniper Valley Civic As-
sociation President Robert 
Holden.

“Several elected officials 
came out in favor of reacti-
vating the Rockaway Line 
and currently the light-rail 
from JFK goes to Jamaica,” 
Arcuri said in a December 
interview. “So if you could 
tie these all in, it would be a 
whole master plan that could 
be accomplished.”  Arcuri 
contrasted the large-scale 
plan with Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-

dale) light-rail proposal from 
Glendale to Long Island City. 

In December Community 
Board 5 voted to support City 
Councilwoman Elizbaeth 
Crowley’s (D-Glendale) pro-
posed commuter-rail plan 
from Glendale to Long Is-
land City, without explicitly 
recommending the usage of 
light-rail.

The vote, which ended up 
36 in support, six against and 
one abstention, came on the 
heels of CB5’s Transportation 
and Public Transit commit-
tees narrowly recommending 
the proposal the week before.

Katz, who requested that 
the MTA conduct a travel 
demand study to determine 
potential and future rider-
ship levels, applauded CB5 
specifically in her letter for 
voting in favor of Crowley’s 
light rail proposal.

Crowley anticipates a 
rail car will cost about $3 
million. The tracks and the 
right-of-way—two of the most 
expensive pieces—have been 
secured for the future proj-
ect, according to a Crowley 
spokeswoman. 

Crowley’s proposed rail 
line would run from Glendale 
near Woodhaven Boulevard 
into Long Island City, with 
passenger stops at the Metro 
Mall in Middle Village and 
in Long Island City. The ap-
proximately 5-mile stretch of 
tracks that runs from Long 
Island City to Glendale is cur-
rently used only for a brief 
period overnight to transport 
freight.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

According to the MTA, 75 of these new buses—with WiFi, collision-avoid-
ance technology and a recording to warn pedestrians when it is turn-
ing—will be rolled out in Queens this year.  MTA

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz wants the MTA to con-
sider City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley's light rail proposal. 

Photo by Michael Shain

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr. is pushing Mayor Bill de Blasio to recon-
sider the way his administration selects an operator for ferry service to 
and from Rockaway. Photo by Bill Parry 

Katz backs proposal 
for light rail in boro

MTA launches ultrabus fl eet

Ferry job questioned
Addabbo urges city to fi nd local operator for routes 

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 48
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Bayside High School will 
receive about $1 million in 
major infrastructure renova-
tions, courtesy of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Avella presented a check 
last Friday to help fund the 
restoration of the school’s 
aging auditorium and a reno-
vated athletic field house. 

Principal Michael Athy 
received the check on behalf 
of the city Department of 
Education, which will be re-
sponsible for the implementa-
tion of the projects.

Of the $1 million that 
Avella will appropriate for 
Bayside High School’s Capi-
tal Improvement Request, 
$750,000 will go toward the 
restoration of the audito-
rium. The auditorium has a 
seating capacity of 1,300 and 
has been used for theatrical 

performances, concerts and 
cultural events for 80 years. 
Extensive use, however, has 
ultimately led to a deteriora-
tion of the auditorium’s seat-
ing. 

The auditorium, part of 
the Music Wing, will be up-
dated to meet current needs 
and serve as a presentation 
space for Bayside’s music pro-
gram, which now includes 
both performance and pro-
duction classes.

The remaining $250,000 
will go toward a new athletic 
field house. The renovations 
will include the restoration 
of lockers, showers, bath-
rooms and the exterior for the 
school’s more than 100 out-
door PSAL athletic teams.

The School Construction 
Authority is currently work-
ing with the school in the 
planning process. Work may 

BY BILL PARRY
 After her office was flood-

ed with phone calls from con-
cerned Elmhurst residents 
in recent weeks, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) is 
squelching rumors of a second 
homeless shelter near the Pan 
American hotel. A recent New-
town Civic Association news-
letter reported that a vacant 
lot nearby had been approved 
for a mixed-use building, fuel-
ing speculation among anx-
ious homeowners.

“Despite several news sto-
ries and concerns expressed 
by Elmhurst residents, I can 
happily confirm that the ru-
mors of a second homeless 
shelter opening alongside the 
Pan Am are false,” Stavisky 
said. “I have received written 
assurance from the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services that 
there will be no expanding the 

Pan Am facility or opening of 
a new shelter. I am pleased to 
put the fears and concerns of a 
new shelter to rest.”

The Boulevard Family 
Shelter moved into the vacant 
hotel, located at 79-00 Queens 
Blvd. in June 2014, triggering 
anger among area residents 
over the lack of public input. 

“We’re really glad she got 

that assurance in writing,” 
Elmhurst United founder Jen-
nifer Chu said. “We all know 
the DHS often says one thing 
and then does another when it 
comes to these shelters.”

Meanwhile, a recent study 
inspired by the shelter is also 
creating a stir among area 
residents. “A Neighborhood 
Divided: Gentrification, Pov-
erty, and Homelessness in 
Elmhurst/Corona” was re-
leased by a Manhattan non-
profit last week. 

The Institute for Children, 
Poverty & Homelessness stud-
ied data between 2005 and 2013 
looking at rent patterns and 
income changes for residents 
of the two neighborhoods that 
showed that housing is becom-
ing more unaffordable for low-
income families.

The study found that the 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Two Jamaica-raised baris-

tas at the newly opened Star-
bucks in Jamaica, David Mer-
rick and Nigel Armstrong, who 
met barely a month ago but 
have already branded them-
selves the “dynamic duo,” are 
excited the store will offer job 
training for youth in the com-
munity. 

Starbucks held a preview 
opening for its new store at 
89-02 Sutphin Blvd. Monday, 
the first of at least 15 stores 
that will open throughout the 
United States to hire and train 
youth in diverse and urban 
communities. The store of-
ficially opened Tuesday at 6 
a.m.

The store includes an on-
site classroom space available 
to local nonprofit organiza-
tions to provide job training 
and skills building programs 
for young people in the area.

It is part of the chain’s goal 
of hiring 10,000 opportunity 
youth, 16- to 24-year-old indi-
viduals who are not in school 
and not employed.

Merrick, 23, who volun-

teers for LIFE Camp founded 
by Erica Ford, said the initia-
tive will give kids an alterna-
tive study spot to the library 
and keep them occupied.  

“Honestly, I feel like it’s a 
good thing because as a kid, 
you kind of don’t learn what’s 
going on at a young age,” he 
said. “So this is definitely a 
way to get kids at 16 and 17 off 
the streets and actually intro-
ducing them into the work-
force and the work environ-
ment.” 

For Armstrong, 20, the 
store will be a “home away 
from home” for kids in the 
area. 

“I know they’re going to 
have a lot of youth coming in 
and out of here, so to make 
that connection with them is 
going to be really big,” he said. 
“I feel like they’re going to be 
looking to us for guidance. I 
feel like it’s going to be really 
big for us and for the youth.”

Alisha Wrencher, the store 
manager, who has worked for 
Starbucks for 18 years and was 
born and raised in Jamaica, 
handpicked all 17 employees, 
who range in age from 16 to 36 

and hail from Brooklyn, parts 
of Queens and Jamaica in the 
Caribbean.

“I know how much this 
store can do to create a bright-
er future for our opportunity 
youth and am honored that 
Starbucks chose me to lead this 
new store,” Wrencher said. 

Borough President Katz, 
who has launched the Jamaica 
Now Action Plan to revitalize 
Jamaica, praised the selection 

of the borough as the beta site.
“We understand that this is 

a prototype for the rest of the 
nation, but just to be clear: It 
started in Queens,” Katz said, 
her words met with applause 
from the crowd.

Starbucks has partnered 
with the Queens Community 
House, Queens Connect’s lead 
agency, and YMCA’s Y Roads 
Centers, which will be utiliz-
ing a dedicated training space 

within the store specially cre-
ated by the Starbucks design 
studio.

The Jamaica store is the 
first in a nationwide initia-
tive Starbucks announced last 
year to deepen investments in 
at least 15 similar U.S. com-
munities by 2018 by opening 
stores with the goal of creating 
new jobs and engaging local 
women and minority-owned 
vendors and suppliers. The 
next location will be in the 
West Florissant neighborhood 
of Ferguson, Mo.

“One of the things that 
we’ve learned over the time 
is that we can’t do it alone,” 
said Rodney Hines, director 
of community investments for 
Starbucks retail operations.

Candice Cadogan, a Brook-
lyn-born barista raised in 
Cambria Heights, and Jer-
maine Slater, a newly promot-
ed shift superviser who was 
born in Jamaica in the Carib-
bean and raised in Jamaica, 
led a coffee tasting for Guate-
mala Finca Monte David, one 
of their small batch Reserve 
coffees.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky quash-
es rumors of a second home-
less shelter near the former Pan 
American hotel in Elmhurst. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Baristas David Merrick (l.) and Nigel Armstrong (r.) predict the new 
Jamaica store will have a good effect on the community. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Starbucks program to help youth
Jamaica site fi rst of 15 American neighborhoods to have training centers in diverse areas 

Stavisky shoots down rumor
of another Elmhurst shelter

Avella allocates $1M
 to Bayside HS projects

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

The St. Pat’s for All Parade 
will continue as a vital part of 
the fabric of the borough even 
though the march’s founder, 
and his Lavender and Green 
Alliance, have been invited 
to march under their banner 
at the traditional St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in Manhattan. 

“This beautiful parade sent 
the message that we can unify 
and be one city,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said before he marched 
on Skillman Avenue  in Queens 
Sunday. “Now brothers and 
sisters, we have arrived at that 
better place and on March 17, 
we will be marching together 
down Fifth Avenue, all to-
gether celebrating the extraor-
dinary heritage of the Irish 
people.”

 Following Sunday’s pa-
rade through Sunnyside and 
Woodside, Astoria’s Brendan 
Fay said the turnout proved 
the all-inclusive celebration of 
Irish culture is here to stay.

“This past parade was evi-
dence enough of the feeling the 

people of Queens have for St. 
Pat’s for All and it will indeed 
continue on into the future,” 
he said. “It was especially 
energized this year with the 
news that St. Pat’s for All will 
no longer be the city’s only all-
inclusive parade now that the 
Lavender and Green Alliance 
have been invited to march in 
the traditional parade down 
Fifth Avenue.”

The move ends a 25-year 
boycott of the parade that be-
gan when the Irish Lesbian 
and Gay Organization applied 
to march and was denied in 
1991. Parade organizers de-
clared their march to be a 
Catholic possession and thus 
gay groups were not welcome, 
setting off massive protests for 
years.

After a change in leader-
ship of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Inc., the new chairman 
of the board, John Lahey, in-
vited the Lavender and Green 
Alliance to march under their 
own banner on March 17, de 
Blasio ended his two-year 
boycott of the Fifth Avenue 

parade.  Speaking to the crowd 
in Sunnyside, he thanked Fay 
and his fellow organizers for 
providing a beacon of hope for 
the entire city.

The mayor, who heard boos 
on Saturday during Rock-
away’s St. Patrick’s Parade, 
got a much warmer reception 
in Sunnyside. De Blasio spoke 
from a parade float filled with 

elected officials including U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
and City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
who has not missed a St. Pat’s 
for All in each of its 17 years.

“It was such a marvelous 
day and it was great to see 

the leadership of the city once 
again make its way to Sunny-
side to take part,” Fay said. 
“As the march continued up 
the hill on Skillman Avenue, 
I couldn’t help but turn back 
over my shoulder to take in 
the sights of the rainbow flags 
with the Irish tri-colors. It was 
a marvelous sight that reflects 
the very best of our borough. 
This parade has inspired oth-
er people to make their own 
cultural celebrations as inclu-
sive as ours.”

Van Bramer agreed, saying 
St. Pat’s for All will not end 
just because it successfully in-
fluenced the policy of the Man-
hattan march.

“Allowing this parade to 
continue to grow in impor-
tance and spirit helped to pro-
pel the change that ultimately 
happened,” Van Bramer said. 
“It became something much 
more than just a protest of the 
Fifth Avenue parade, it actual-
ly became its own very power-
ful symbol of being both Irish 
and inclusive.”

Stephen Malone, the spokesman for the horse carriage industry, brought 
his horse Sampson to the St. Pat’s for All Parade in Sunnyside, where 
Malone was born and raised. Photo by Bill Parry

Founder says St. Pat’s for All Parade will stay
LGBT community’s invitation to march up Fifth Avenue will not change cultural celebration

MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 

• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A documentary about the 

murder of Julio Rivera, and 
the effect it had on Jackson 
Heights’ LGBT community, 
makes its world premiere 
Thursday at PS 69.  It is the 
same school, at 77-02 37th 
Ave., where the notorious 
murder took place 25 years 
ago.

Filmmaker Richard 
Shpuntoff, who was born and 
raised in Jackson Heights, 
will screen “Julio of Jackson 
Heights” at 8 p.m. and host 
a discussion session with 
members of the Rivera fam-
ily; Alan Sack, Julio’s friend 
and ex-lover who led the orga-
nizing efforts to find Julio’s 
murderers; and Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who played such 
a key role in the rise of the 
neighborhood’s LGBT orga-
nizations. 

Shpuntoff photographed 
and filmed the first 20 years 
of the Queens Pride Parade 
and in 2007, he decided to 
make the film. 

“The very first Queens 
Pride Parade seemed truly 
unbelievable at the time,” 
Shpuntoff said. “We aren’t 
talking about 50 or 100 years 
ago.  This was just 25 years 
ago when gay men were 
afraid to come out and March 
in Queens, afraid for their 
lives.”

Rivera was a gay Latino 
man living and working in 
Jackson Heights when he 
was set upon by a three-man 
“hunting party” from a skin-
head gang, a tragic incident 

that sparked the coming out 
of New York’s largest and 
until then mostly closeted 
LGBT community, Shpuntoff 
explained.

“The police were not doing 
a proper investigation, which 
was the norm back then,” he 
said. “The murder of Julio Ri-
vera was, unfortunately, not 
the first gay bashing murder 
in the neighborhood by any 
means. There had actually 
been a number of murders of 
gay men in similar circum-
stances during the ‘80s.”

What was different was 
the community’s reaction. 
They formed organizations, 
such as Ed Sedarbaum’s 
Queens Gay and Lesbians 
United and Dromm’s Queens 
Lesbian and Gay Pride Com-
mittee, and real political 
traction began.

“We’ve come a long,” 
Dromm said. “If not for Julio, 
I don’t know that the Queens 
movement would have gotten 
as far as it has.”

Shpuntoff lives in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina now but he 
has been watching recent 
events in Jackson Heights 
where three high-profile at-
tacks against the LGBT com-
munity have occurred since 
late November. The vicious 
beating of a transgender 
woman Nov. 29 led to several 
rallies in the community.

“Unfortunately, we still 
have this kind of violence in 
Jackson Heights despite the 
progress we have made, but 
now the victims are large-
ly trans women of color,” 
Shpuntoff said. “What is dif-

BY BILL PARRY

Two of the most chroni-
cally overcrowded school dis-
tricts in the city are celebrat-
ing some long-awaited relief. 

Elected officials, parent 
leaders and advocates from 
Make the Road New York gath-
ered at PS 110 in Corona Mon-
day to applaud Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s proposed 5-year Capi-
tal Plan, which includes addi-
tional funding of $868 million 
for school construction this 
year.

The mayor’s plan identified 
a need for  9,403 seats in School 
District 24 and will fund 4,869 
of those seats. 

“This is an enormous vic-
tory for the families of School 
Districts 24 and 30 who have 
struggled with overcrowded 
schools for over 20 years,” 
said Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst). “Now that we have 
the money, we need to be ag-
gressive in siting and con-
structing new schools in the 
areas that need them most. We 
have to make sure that chil-
dren in our neighborhoods 
have the same opportunity for 
a high quality, diverse, chal-
lenging education as the chil-
dren in any neighborhood 
across the city.”

The number of new seats 
in the capital plan is 49,000, 
only 59 percent of which the 
Department of Education says 
it needs, and the city’s popu-
lation is growing faster than 
that of any other large city in 

the country.
“I want to thank the admin-

istration for their responsive-
ness on this issue by providing 
nearly $1 billion in additional 
funding for new capacity and 
for increasing their calcula-
tion of seats needed to 83,000,” 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“However, more than half of 
our schools are overcrowded 
and our class sizes are far too 
large, so there is still much 
more to do. I will continue to 
work in collaboration with 
the administration and Coun-
cil member Ferreras-Cope-
land to tackle the continuing 
space challenges faced by our 
schools.”

Following a report by Make 
the Road New York that high-
lighted how overcrowding in 
schools disproportionately 
affects immigrant neighbor-
hoods and after years of advo-
cacy by these elected officials 
and their Queens community 
allies to end the school crisis, 
de Blasio committed $14.9 bil-
lion for 11,400 new seats over 
the next five years.

“Classroom overcrowd-
ing has long been an issue for 
families living in Queens,” 
said Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz. “We must 
continue to build capacity, 
which is absolutely critical to 
accommodating the borough’s 
growing population. Neces-
sary capital funding must be 
in place to ensure all of our 
kids can attend schools with 
high-quality facilities. The fu-
ture of our children depends 

on government getting it right 
for our kids.”

It is estimated that 540,000 
city students study in over-
crowded schools, and the city 
estimates that over 80,000 
seats are needed. 

“It’s simple: when schools 
are overcrowded, students 
can’t learn. That’s why I’ve 
fought to secure funding for 10 
new schools in my district, as 
well as increased funding for 
school construction across the 
city,” City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “I urge the mayor and my 
colleagues on the City Council 
to adopt the proposed $868 mil-
lion in additional capital fund-
ing for schools in the upcom-
ing budget, so we can ensure 
every student has a chance to 
learn,” 

Parents and represen-
tatives from several areas 
schools and representatives 
from CSA, IOUA Local 94, and 
DC 37 Local 372 filled the audi-
torium at PS 110. The school, 
which opened in September 
after years of canvassing the 
area, sports a sunny atrium 
with Tiffany & Co. stained 
glass, a nod to the old factory 
it was built upon. 

“I was always told that good 
things come to those who wait. 
Our new home in Corona is a 
great thing and well worth the 
three-year wait, “said Brandi 
Passantino, assistant princi-
pal at PS 110. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

A film about Julio Rivera's murder makes its world premiere next 
week as the Queens World Film Festival gets underway.

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (c.) joins elected officials and community leaders to celebrate a 
plan to alleviate overcrowding in schools. Photo courtesy Ferreras-Copeland's office

Good news for schools
Mayor plans to relieve crowding in Districts 24, 30

Rivera documentary
premieres in Jax Hgts

Continued on Page 36
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POLICE 

Blotter

Police are looking for these suspects in connection with a string of robberies in Queens 
and Brooklyn that dates back to 2015. NYPD

Man fatally shot in Jamaica: police

Driver with gunshot wounds pulled over: NYPD
“Our commitment to you will always remain 

the same - personalization, unquestioned integrity,
compassionate guidance and fair prices.”

 Caring Staff who are sensitive to 
    emotional and fi nancial concerns

 Free Pre-Arrangement counseling

 Specializing in both foreign and 
    domestic transfers

 Dignifi ed cremation services 

 Minutes from JFK International
    airport and all other public
    transportation 

 Ample parking available

O’Reilly Funeral Home, Inc.
137-40 Brookville Boulevard, Rosedale, NY 11422

1–(718)–528–6969
(Call Us 24 Hours a Day/ 7 Days a Week)

“Serving Families of All Faiths since 1929”

Peter J. O’Reilly
Owner/Director

Email: OReillyFH@aol.com
www.OReillyFuneralHome.com

Family Owned and
Operated With Pride

OZONE PARK — Police were look-
ing for two men spotted on surveil-
lance footage in connection with a 
string of robberies in Ozone Park and 
South Brooklyn.

The first robbery took place on Dec. 
7 at 7:05 p.m. inside a Duane Reade lo-
cated in Gravesend, Brooklyn, police 
said.

The second robbery occurred on 
Jan. 27 at 6:52 p.m. inside a Rite-Aid 
located at 122-02 Liberty Ave. and the 
third on Monday, Feb. 15 at 7:56 p.m, in-
side another Rite-Aid located at 122-02 
Liberty Avenue, police said.

The suspects exited each location 
without paying, police said.

JAMAICA — During a vehicle 
stop Wednesday, officers discovered 
a 26-year-old motorist with shotgun 
wounds driving himself to the hospi-
tal, the NYPD said. 

A police spokesman said officers 
performed a routine traffic stop near 
218th Street and the Van Wyck shortly 
before 4:30 p.m. When the officers ap-

proached the vehicle they found the 
driver had been shot twice in the leg, 
police said. 

The driver was transported to Ja-
maica Hospital, but his condition was 
not known, police said. 

The investigation was ongoing, po-
lice said. 

JAMAICA — Police were still look-
ing for a suspect in this weekend’s fatal 
shooting on Mangin Avenue.

Officers responded to a 911 call 
around 7:30 p.m. Sunday for the report 
of a man shot, police said. 

When they arrived, officers discov-
ered Christopher Dawson, 24, a resi-
dent of 160th Street, inside a vehicle 

with a gunshot wound to his head, po-
lice said. 

EMS also responded to the scene 
and transported Dawson to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pronounced 
dead at 7:59 p.m., police said. 

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing.

Police seek Ozone Park robbery suspects

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 11–17, 2016 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Seeking proposals for interpretation services:
� • In-person 
 • On-demand telephonic

Download the RFP: www.nycedc.com/LanguageAccessRFPs
M/W/DBE-certifi ed fi rms strongly encouraged to respond.

IN NYC, LANGUAGE SHOULD NEVER BE A BARRIER.
Help us connect with our city’s diverse communities.

*Req’s well-qual. credit. Free req’s new AT&T NextSM line w/30-mo. 0% APR agmt at $23.17/mo. Pay up to $69.51 on free one before 
credits start. If svc. is cancelled on one, that device balance (up to $695) is due.

Buy both on AT&T NextSM w/qual. svc. (min. $70/mo.). Free after up to $695 
in 30 monthly bill credits. (Credits start w/in 3 bills.) Tax due at sale.

Two of our most popular smartphones, 
one great price*.

TO HELP YOU SWITCH TO AT&T
When you trade-in your current smartphone and buy a new one at AT&T.

*Each line req’s elig. port-in, trade-in, purch. & svc. $650 = trade-in credit + prepaid card 
(in 90 days) for device balance/early termination fee amount, less trade-in.

GET UP TO $650 IN CREDITS PER LINE

Ltd time Offer. Devices: Select devices. Devices must be same manufacturer. After credits, get select smartphones free or can apply to other elig. smartphone. Must buy on installment agmts. Taxes on full retail prices due at sale. Down payment avail. Svc.: Qual. monthly 
voice & data req’d on both (current min. $70/mo. Mobile Share Value;® existing customers can add to current plans which may be less). Bill Credit: Both lines must be on same acct, active & in good standing for 30 days. Total avail. bill credit varies by manufacturer. Get 
up to $650 in 30 bill credits of up to $21.67, starting w/in 3 bills for installments. To get all bill credits, elig. device must remain on AT&T NextSM w/svc. for 30 mo. (If svc. cancelled, you owe remaining installment balance of up to $950.) If upgrade or pay up/off agmt early, 
credits may cease. Return: If one phone is returned, not elig. for offer. SWITCH: Each line req’s elig. port-in, trade-in, purch., svc. & final bill. Credits may not equal all costs of switching. Elig. Port-in: Term agmt or device plan & buy smartphone in same transaction. Elig. 
Purch./ Svc.: Must buy on AT&T Next w/elig. svc., be active & in good standing for 45 days. AT&T Next: Req’s elig. installment agmt & svc. Tax due at sale. Down payment may be req’d. If svc. cancelled, balance due. Trade-in: Good, working & on line ported, w/min. 
$10 buyback value & meet buyback req’s. Trade-in Credit: Instant or AT&T Promo Card (in 3 wks). Valid for 5 mo. Use for AT&T products, wireless bill & svc. only. At dealers, get dealer credit (w/add’l terms). Final Bill: W/in 60 days, go to att.com/helpyouswitch & upload/
mail final bill w/Early Termination Fee (ETF) or device balance (incl. lease purch. cost) on number ported. Final Credit: Equals device balance (up to $650) or ETF (up to $350) minus trade-in (min. $10). Excludes taxes, svc. & other charges. W/in 4 wks after elig. req’s are met, 
AT&T Promotion Visa Prepaid Card will be mailed. Cannot use for cash. Valid through date on card (min. 150 days). Add’l terms & restr’s apply & are provided w/card. Details: att. com/switch. Gen. Svc. Terms: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Purch. 
limits apply. Prices vary by location. Deposit, credit approval, taxes, fees, overage, monthly, other charges, usage, coverage & other restr’s per line apply. Pricing, terms & restr’s subject to change & may be modified or terminated at any time without notice. You 
get an off-net (roaming) usage allowance for each svc. If you exceed the allowance, your svc(s) may be restricted or terminated. Other restr’s apply & may result in svc. termination.  Screen images simulated. ©2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and 
the Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

CORONA
37-14 Junction Blvd.  •  718-898-0140
ELMHURST
Queens Center Mall  •    90-15 Queens Blvd.  •   718-393-1219

Visit your local 
AT&T retail 

store today!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

As a businessman and the 
owner of a small publishing house 
here in Queens, it is in my inter-
est to have a $15 minimum wage. 
In addition to raising the wage of 
the most poorly paid workers, a 
$15 minimum wage will push up 
the wages of everyone else. That 
will mean more people who have 
discretionary income.

Henry Ford proved that this 
works back in the 1920s, when he 
paid his factory workers higher-
than-usual wages. FDR proved 

that this works in the 1930s and 
1940s. And more recently, Seattle 
and San Francisco have created 
booming local economies—with 
a higher minimum wage.

Goldman Sachs economists 
found that states where the mini-
mum wage increased had faster 
employment growth.

In addition, a living minimum 
wage means that fewer people 
will need food stamps and wel-
fare, so governments will be able 
to reallocate sorely needed funds 

to education and infrastructure. 
This will provide an additional 
boost to the economy.

Governor Cuomo has intro-
duced legislation that would 
raise the minimum wage in New 
York to $15. We should all contact 
our elected officials and ask them 
to support it so we can all benefit 
from a faster-growing economy.

 
David R. Yale

Bayside
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It’s official—Queens is a theater town.
For the third straight year, the TimesLedger Newspa-

pers has turned the spotlight on the borough’s thriving 
performance scene and presented the best of the bunch 
with our Queens Kudos Awards.

This time, however, we opened up the nominating and 
voting process to our readers.

And for the first time, all of the nominations honored 
the borough’s large community theater network, which 
stretches from Glendale to Floral Park and from Astoria 
to Woodhaven. 

More than 5,000 votes were recorded in categories rang-
ing from Best Play and Best Musical to Best  Costumes. 

Queens theatergoers spread the award wealth around 
the borough, honoring outstanding productions from 
Middle Village’s JC Players, Forest Hills’ Parkside Play-
ers, Woodside’s Hip to Hip Theatre Co. and Bayside’s The-
atre by the Bay. 

In the city that serves as America’s epicenter of per-
forming arts, it is easy for community theater groups to 
be overlooked.

Well, Actors Equity card or not, the science teachers, 
insurance salesmen and stay-at-home moms who spend 
hours learning lines, remembering stage directions and 
rehearsing the same scene ad nauseum qualify in our 
book as real actors. 

And opening night often turns out to be a showcase for 
surprising talent at both the acting, directing and produc-
tion end in church basements and other low-key venues.

No, we are not saying every show mounted in Queens 
is on par with “Hamilton” or “The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time.”

But in a few years, or decades, when those shows are 
available to the borough’s community theater groups, you 
would be wise to secure a ticket — which even at those fu-
ture prices will pale next to what you will likely have to 
plop down at TKTS in Times Square. And, honestly, will 
you really be jazzed to see Miley Cyrus in a revival of “My 
Fair Lady”?

Which brings us back to Queens. 
While Ms. Cyrus is unlikely to be on the bill, theater-

goers in the borough will continue to have the chance to 
watch up-and-coming performers making their New York 
City debut in a Queens community theater show. 

You might just as easily catch a Broadway veteran tak-
ing on one of Shakespeare’s great tragic heroes in a free 
production at Jamaica’s Roy Wilkins Park. 

One thing remains certain: In Queens, whoever you 
see perform in whichever venue, you can be assured that 
the people on stage and behind the scenes are there be-
cause they love the theater. 

And the Queens Kudos is our way of saying thank you 
for sharing the love. 

QUEENS, TAKE A BOW

Higher wages lift the entire economy
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READERS WRITE

The letter from Sharon 
Pinkerton in a recent edition 
of the Times Ledger (“Keep 
noise down, efficiency up at 
Queens airports,” March 4) is 
not only misleading, but also 
incorrect. NextGen has not 
reduced the noise problems 
in communities surrounding 
JFK and LaGuardia airports, 
but actually increased them, 
despite the fact that today’s 
high bypass jet engines are 
quieter. And, this has hap-
pened because easy and safe 
noise abatement procedures 
have been abandoned in order 
to save on airlines’ fuel costs.

Probably the best example 
of this is the takeoff procedure 
on LaGuardia’s Runway 13. 
During the many years that I 
flew in and out of LaGuardia, 
the takeoff procedure known 
as the Whitestone Climb called 
for an immediate right turn to 
175 degrees. In doing this, jets 

were routed over Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park rather 
than populated areas. Today’s 
NextGen procedure routes 
planes taking off on Runway 
13 directly over populated 
Flushing. Ask why this is done 
and you will get a variety of re-
sponses from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (if you are 
fortunate enough to even get a 
reply), but it boils down to the 
fact that this procedure saves 
airlines money in the form of 
fuel expenditures. 

The same applies to land-
ing on Runway 31. I can count 
on the fingers of two hands 
the number of times I flew an 
instrument approach to Run-
way 31. Rather, the standard 
approach to that runway was 
known as the Expressway Vi-
sual Approach, which once 
again kept the jets away from 
populated areas and associ-
ated noise problems. 

Yet with today’s NextGen 
system, instrument approach-
es are commonplace and once 
again take the planes directly 
over Flushing. Ms. Pinkerton’s 
most egregious misrepresen-
tation is where she states that 
the airlines are committed to 
working with the FAA and all 
communities near them (I pre-
sume she means the airports, 
but doesn’t state that) to hear 
their concerns and find solu-
tions. The solutions to noise 
problems already exist and 
are quite simple to implement 
when one places quality of 
lives over a few bucks in fuel 
savings.

Also conveniently omitted 
is one of the major problems at 
LaGuardia that is responsible 
for most of the delays there; 
that being the two runways 
intersect each other, which 
greatly restricts the number 
of landings and takeoffs for 

flight safety reasons. No-
where is this even mentioned 
in the article. Furthermore, 
Ms. Pinkerton casually men-
tions “Mother Nature” as be-
ing responsible. This impact 
is far greater than she admits 
because by their very na-
ture, aircraft always attempt 
to take off and land into the 
wind, again for flight safety 
reasons. This means, for ex-
ample, a strong wind out of the 
northeast, a common occur-
rence here in the New York 
area, means that LaGuardia 
is forced into a single-runway 
operation; in this case Run-
way 4. All takeoffs and land-
ings must be done on this one 
runway. Add into this the re-
quired aircraft spacing, again 
for safety reasons, and it is no 
wonder that delays persist.

Furthermore, aircraft have 
had the ability to go direct from 
point to point for many years 

via the use of Inertial Navi-
gation Systems, OMEGA and 
more recently, GPS. The prob-
lem comes in terminal areas, 
where the aircraft still need 
to be spaced. During times of 
heavy use, aircraft must still 
be slowed and/or radar vec-
tored to fit into the landing 
patterns and NextGen does not 
resolve this dilemma. Airline 
deregulation has increased 
this problem because you can 
only stuff a certain amount of 
aircraft into a limited amount 
of airspace and still maintain 
a safe operation—with the key 
word being “safe.”

 
George Jehn

Pilot for Eastern Airlines 
and US  Airways for over 30 

years, flying in and out of all 
three New York area airports.

For myself and many oth-
ers in Queens, LaGuardia Air-
port was always just a thing 
you saw from the upper deck 
of the old Shea Stadium. No 
one ever thought much about 
it. Departures over Flushing 
and Jackson Heights were un-
heard of. The airport’s flight 
patterns utilized Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
the East River. The neighbor-
hoods that surrounded it were 
considered desirable places to 
live and superb areas to raise 
children. The school districts 
in northeast Queens, Jackson 
Heights and Woodside were 
among the best in the city. For 
residents and travelers alike, 
LaGuardia only seemed to 
elicit indifference.

But that’s all over now.
To increase efficiency and 

fast-track the NextGen ini-
tiative, the FAA condensed 

the region’s airspace in 2012. 
Departure paths which were 
once seldom used or scrupu-
lously avoided were rerouted 
over highly populated areas. 
Without warning, communi-
ties were ambushed with re-
lentless pollution. Residents 
who once regarded noise as 
a trivial nuisance quickly 
learned that they could not 
thrive under these changed 
circumstances. Now, genera-
tional families are divesting 
their properties and quietly 
leaving. What had once been 
a flourishing and resilient 
cluster of neighborhoods is 
becoming a limp appendage of 
LaGuardia Airport.

This kind of haphazard ur-
ban planning is not emblemat-
ic of an advanced society, and 
it has to change.

We must begin to challenge 
the view that the economic 

benefits of aviation industry 
growth automatically out-
weigh the consequences of a 
large scale alteration of our 
human environment. We must 
also challenge the percep-
tion that aviation growth is a 
natural inevitability. When 
an airport begins to consume 
the very city it was built to 
serve—as was demonstrated 
in Kai Tak, China—it is time 
to question our wonted reli-
ance on aviation.

And wouldn’t you know 
it, even after all the NextGen 
flight track changes, LaGuar-
dia is still one of the most de-
layed airports in the nation.

Brian F. Will
Vice President, 

QueensQuietSkies.org
Member, Kissena Park 

Civic Association

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Sharon Pinkerton (“Keep 
noise down, efficiency up at 
Queens airports,” March 4) 
says, “NextGen reduces noise 
overall.” Doesn’t that sound 
wonderful?

Tragically, this is not true 
if you happen to live under a 
NextGen flight pattern. If so, 
expect your life to be turned 
upside down, without warn-
ing, without notification to 
elected officials, without pub-
lic hearings, and without en-
vironmental studies.

Ms. Pinkerton, do you 
know what it’s like to be blast-
ed out of bed and your home 
that’s listed on the National 
and New York State Register of 
Historic Places, when it shakes 
and vibrates every 30 seconds 
for hours by planes departing 
LaGuardia Airport? Do you 
like being outdoors, breathing 
fresh air, holding a conversa-
tion or watching television in 
your home? That disappears 
if you live under a NextGen 
flight pattern.

Ms. Pinkerton, you should 
re-assess your position as 
chief cheerleader for Airlines 
for America until you spend 
time in my neighborhood. 
Your time is better spent ac-
knowledging that excessive 
airplane noise is detrimental 
to your health. 

Why isn’t your organiza-
tion encouraging airlines 
to refit planes with new jet 
engines developed by Pratt 
& Whitney, GEAviation and 
others? Why does the airline 
industry get a free pass when 
it comes to greenhouse-gas 
emissions? Why does it take a 
lifetime for the airline indus-
try to catch up to new techno-
logical advances in jet engine 
and airplane design?

In the meantime, stop say-
ing that NextGen reduces 
noise overall—you are insult-
ing everyone coping with ex-
cessive airplane noise.

Maria Becce
Broadway-Flushing

An unwelcome blast Incredibly shrinking airspace

Airport noise problems are on the rise 
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T
he New York Conser-
vative Party was first 
formed in 1962 and since 
that time has played an 

important role in our state 
election process.

State Conservative Party 
Chairman Michael Long has 
guided the party for over 25 
years. Most of that time, can-
didates received the endorse-
ments of the Conservative 
Party and it increased their 
chances of being elected.

In a recent interview with 
Long, he gave his views on 

various aspects of the 2016 
presidential race. He indicat-
ed that he, as chairman of the 
Conservative Party, as well as 
the Conservative Party itself, 
will not endorse a candidate 
for president at this time, but 
may do so in the future.

If Donald Trump is the 
Republican candidate, Long 
wants to see who his vice 
presidential candidate will 
be. He noted that there seems 
to be more enthusiasm this 
year among the Republican 
electorate than there has 
been in previous presidential 
elections. He said that on the 
Democratic side, he believes 
that Bernie Sanders has a lot 
of enthusiasm due to opposi-
tion to Hillary Clinton. Long 
believes this year’s presiden-
tial race is different from the 
standpoint that the policies of 

President Obama have result-
ed in the country having less 
national prestige that it had 
before, which has affected the 
electorate. 

Long sees a Republican-
Conservative alliance in the 
fall election. He mentions that 
the two most important issues 
in this election are national 
leadership and the economy, 
especially jobs. The amount 
of anger that has affected the 
electorate has been directed 
towards our present govern-
ment. 

However, Long thinks that 
anger should not be the rea-
son for political decisions. He 
is hopeful that conservative 
values will strongly influence 
the 2016 presidential election. 
The Conservative Party has 
helped many Republicans and 
some Democrats in various 

elections, both federal and 
state.

As indicated, Michael Long 
intends for the Conservative 
Party to play an important 
role in this year’s elections. 
As we look back at Super 
Tuesday, Donald Trump won 
seven primaries. Some politi-
cal observers believe that this 
probably gives the nomination 
to Trump. However, Marco 
Rubio and Ted Cruz say that 
they will continue battling for 
the nomination. So the Repub-
lican campaign can go all the 
way to the convention and we 
could have a brokered conven-
tion. It is interesting that we 
started out with 17 candidates 
in the Republican primaries, 
and now we are down to four. 
This is certainly unusual, to 
say the least.

Looking at the overall situ-

ation. Trump seems to have a 
strong following but he does 
not yet have a full majority. 
It is beginning to look more 
and more like the presidential 
race will be between two New 
York candidates, Trump and 
Clinton. In terms of the two 
candidates, we will see one of 
the biggest political fights in 
American presidential his-
tory.

Many young people are 
 getting involved in politics 
this year. That is especially 
true in the case of Trump and 
Sanders.

Thus, 2016 promises to be a 
critical year in American his-
tory as it progresses towards 
Election Day. When the re-
sults are in, it will be inter-
esting to see who is finally 
victorious.

O
ne hundred years ago 
in Brownsville, Brook-
lyn, our modern era 
began. In a squat build-

ing that no longer exists, a 
pretty and soft-spoken mom 
named Margaret opened an 
office where women could get 
something they’d never been 
allowed to obtain before.

Birth control.
The place wasn’t called 

Planned Parenthood in 1916. 
“It didn’t really have a 

name,” says Sabrina Jones, au-
thor of an upcoming graphic 
novel, “Our Lady of Birth Con-
trol: A Cartoonist’s Encounter 
with Margaret Sanger.” 

Back then, the idea of pre-
venting unwanted pregnan-
cies was so new and controver-
sial, even Sanger herself didn’t 
expect to provide family plan-
ning to anyone other than… 
families. 

At the time, Brownsville’s 
population was predominantly 

Eastern European and Italian, 
so Sanger made her fliers in 
Italian, Yiddish, and English. 

“She assumed the clients 
would be mothers married 
with lots of children. Publicly, 
she never offered birth control 
to unmarried people—that 
was too far,” says Jones.

Sanger didn’t even seem 
like a revolutionary. Delicate 
and poised, she had three chil-
dren of her own and had, for a 
while, been living a quiet sub-
urban life up in Hastings. Her 
husband, a draftsman, worked 
for the architect Stanford 
White. He’d urged young Mar-
garet Higgins to marry him 
while she was still in nursing 
school, because he was afraid 
that she’d fall in love with a 
doctor.

Sanger complied, but soon 
grew restless. As Jones put it, 
“She wanted a wider world.” 
Wilder, too. 

So in 1911 she moved to the 
Village and was soon mingling 
(and more) with the socialists 
and revolutionaries she met. 
Her new comrade, anarchist 
Emma Goldman, was proba-
bly the person who introduced 
her to birth control, and did so 
with an economic argument: 
Why is it that poor people, who 
can’t afford more children, al-

ways have more of them, while 
the upper classes don’t?

The wealthy had something 
the poor did not, and that some-
thing was contraception. Back 
then, family planning was still 
dicey and pricey. 

“Condoms were very ex-
pensive,” says Jones. They 
were made out of sheep gut. 
“People washed them and re-
used them.” 

Poor women rarely even 
knew about these. For them, 
the only birth control was 
abortion. Sanger worked as 
a nurse in the slums, where 
desperate women begged her 
to tell them the secret: How 
could they avoid having kids 
they couldn’t feed, or the abor-
tions they despised? 

Legally, she wasn’t allowed 
to tell them. Nobody was. 
Discussing birth control was 
against the law, as was dis-
pensing it. When she finally 
decided to open her clinic, it 
was “an act of civil disobedi-
ence,” Jones says. Sanger went 
a step further and actually 
alerted the district attorney to 
her deed, because she wanted 
to go to court and get those 
laws thrown out. 

The road to that goal was 
fraught with protest, prison, 
and a nearly lethal hunger 

strike on the part of Sanger’s 
sister. But in the end, the law 
cracked, and finally doctors 
were legally allowed to tell 
their clients about condoms.

Jones’ graphic novel tells 
that whole story along with 
the reason she felt compelled 
to write it. She woke up one 
morning, turned on the ra-
dio, “and I heard the story of 
a young woman testifying be-
fore Congress about the need 
for contraceptive coverage in 
student health plans.” 

That woman, Georgetown 
law student Sandra Fluke, was 
immediately lambasted by 
Conservative Rush Limbaugh, 
who called her a slut and a 
prostitute. 

“She wants to be paid to 
have sex!” Limbaugh told his 
listeners. “She’s having so 
much sex she can’t afford the 
contraception!”

“I was horrified that in 2012 
a woman could still be shamed 
for advocating birth control,” 
says Jones. “When I came of 
age, birth control was a done 
deal that had achieved near 
universal acceptance. All the 
battles were about abortion.” 

Realizing Sanger’s crusade 
was back in the crosshairs, 
Jones reached for her draw-
ing board—literally. Creating 

“social justice comics” is her 
standard M.O. 

Her topics range from army 
recruitment wiles to Walt Whit-
man. My favorite is her book 
about mass incarceration—a 
graphic novel version of Marc 
Mauer’s “Race to Incarcerate,” 
which tells the story of how 
America came to imprison a 
bigger chunk of its population 
than any other country, includ-
ing China and Iran. It is stun-
ning in its clarity. Reading it 
feels like a punch in the gut. 

Graphic novels have a way 
of making problems present in 
a way that simple paragraphs 
(like these!) cannot. Margaret 
Sanger had her clinic, Jones 
has her paintbrush, but they 
share the same mission: Free-
dom to live and to love.

COLUMNS

Conservative Party plays a large, powerful role 

Singing the praises of Margaret Sanger
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an act of civil 
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Wanted

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

U
nited States Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin 
Gregory Scalia was 
born in Trenton, N.J. 

on March 11, 1936 and grew 
up on O’Connell Court in the 
Elmhurst section of Queens. 
Appointed by President Ronald 
Reagan to the nation’s highest 
court in 1986, Justice Scalia 
became known in his 30-year 
career on the Supreme Court 
for his religious, political and 
social conservatism, perhaps 
best illustrated by his origi-
nalist interpretation of the 

Constitution. Never one to shy 
away from controversy, the 
great jurist from Queens often 
expressed emotional, scathing 
dissenting opinions on key is-
sues ranging from affirmative 
action and homosexuality to 
detainee rights in the War on 
Terror.

The only child of Sicilian 
immigrant Salvatore Scalia, a 
college professor, and Italian-
American mother Catherine, a 
schoolteacher, the future legal 
scholar and jurist was raised 
in a devout Catholic family. He 
attended Xavier High School 
in Manhattan, where he 
was class valedictorian, and 
Georgetown University, where 
he was a champion debater 
and again graduated at the top 

of his class. He then finished 
Harvard Law School in 1960, 
after serving as an editor of 
the Harvard Law Review. 

The first stop in Justice 
Scalia’s legal career was a six-
year stint at the old white shoe 
law firm Jones Day, followed 
by another four years teaching 
law at the University of Vir-
ginia. He first entered public 
service during the Nixon Ad-
ministration, where he served 
in several appointed positions, 
culminating in assistant at-
torney general for the Office of 
Legal Counsel. He also served 
under President Ford, before 
returning to academia to teach 
at the University of Chicago. 

It was during the Reagan 
administration that Antonin 
Scalia’s star truly began to 
rise. In 1982, the president ap-
pointed him as a judge on the 
United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia 
Circuit, and in 1986 nomi-
nated him to the Supreme 
Court. During the nomination 

process, he was asked few dif-
ficult questions by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and was 
unanimously confirmed 98-0. 
Scalia thus became the first 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice of 
Italian ancestry. 

Justice Scalia quickly 
staked out a position as one of 
the more conservative judges. 
His originalist beliefs dic-
tated that his opinions were 
based on the original intent 
of the framers of the Constitu-
tion. He also believed in strict 
and clear lines of separation 
among the legislative, execu-
tive and judicial branches of 
the government and felt that 
no branch should exercise 
powers granted to another.

While he claimed that his 
conservative religious beliefs 
did not inform his decisions 
on the court, he found himself 
among the dissenters as the 
gay rights movement gained 
legal ground in the early years 
of the new century. Scalia 
was also among the minority 

in Grutter v Bollinger, a 2003 
landmark case upholding af-
firmative action in the admis-
sions policy at the University 
of Michigan Law School. He 
was one of only two dissenting 
members in the 2004 Hamdi v. 
Rumsfeld case, which upheld 
the Fifth Amendment rights of 
a U.S. citizen held as an enemy 
combatant in the War on Ter-
ror to contest his detention.

Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia died peacefully in 
his sleep in February 2016 at 
the age of 79, while on vacation 
in Texas. The chair where he 
sat hearing cases for nearly 30 
years will be draped in black 
and flags will be flown at half-
staff for 30 days. President Ba-
rack Obama has yet to nomi-
nate a successor.

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

COLUMNS

A son of Queens leaves unique legal legacy
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

When Stacy Eliuk decided to run for 
president of the Queens County Young 
Democrats, she knew she wanted to 
emphasize the power Queens gains 
from the diversity of its residents.

“I ran on a platform of unity, of uni-
fying our borough. I brought in young 
leaders from all over Queens,” she said 
in an interview. “We ran as this united 
slate of America.”

On Feb. 24 at the Anoroc Democrat-
ic Club in Sunnyside, Eliuk was elected 
president of the QCYD after serving for 
two years as the organization’s trea-
surer.  She is the first female president 
in the group’s 10-year history. 

Eliuk attended Queens College and 
earned a master’s degree in political 
science from Columbia University.  
Her interest in public service and 
Democratic politics increased after she 
worked on several campaigns in 2013. 

As the newly elected QCYD presi-
dent and a lifelong Queens resident, 
Eliuk said she wants to draw attention 
to what she sees as a lack of resources 
and attention paid to the borough.

“We are the second largest borough 
in terms of population  and the first in 
geography,” she said. “And we don’t al-
ways see our fair share.”

Eliuk, who works as a program 
manager at the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter in Manhattan, said that her elec-
tion as QCYD’s first female president 
emphasized the group’s strengths.

“It’s not a departure from the un-
derlying goals of the organization,” she 
said. “I think it adds to the perception 
that when you see a young woman lead-

er, it will encourage people to become 
more active.”

Eliuk and the QCYD also have orga-
nized an upcoming event to highlight 
the stories of several female elected 
officials.  “Who Run the World?: Wom-
en Winning in Queens” will be held 
March 24 at the Rego Center Communi-
ty Room in Rego Park, where several fe-
male lawmakers will discuss why they 
decided to run for office and the chal-
lenges they encountered along the way. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) are among the elected 
officials attending the event. 

Eliuk said the evening could il-
lustrate the steps that still need to be 
taken toward equal representation in a 
city where only 14 of the 51 City Coun-
cil members are women.

The QCYD is also turning its at-
tention to state Assemblyman Todd 
Kaminsky’s bid to fill the state Senate 
seat in Nassau left vacant by former 
Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, a 
Republican, who was convicted of cor-
ruption charges in December. Eliuk 
hopes a win in the race for Kaminsky 
can help Democrats regain control of 
the state Senate. 

As for her own career in public ser-
vice, Eliuk said that she might consid-
er running for office in the future.

“What I thought of as a possibility 
five years ago is slim in comparison 
to what I see now,” she said. “I’m keep-
ing an open mind, because one’s own 
sense of potential grows as one does 
more with one’s life. The more I do, 
the more possible something like that 
could look.”

Stacy A. Eliuk (center) celebrates her election as the president of the Queens County Young 
Democrats at the Anoroc Democratic Club in Sunnyside on Feb. 24. She is the organization's 
first female president. Courtesy of Queens County Young Democrats

Queens Young Dems 
pick a new president
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RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK EXPANDS 
SURCHARGE-FREE ATM AVAILABILITY FOR 
CUSTOMERS THROUGH ALLPOINT NETWORK

Ridgewood Savings Bank announces membership in Allpoint, 
America’s largest surcharge-free ATM network.

Ridgewood Savings Bank is proud to announce that they have partnered with 
Allpoint Network, which means Ridgewood Savings Bank customers now 
have access with their Debit MasterCard® to America’s largest surcharge-
free ATM network, with some 55,000 surcharge-free ATMs worldwide.

In addition to Ridgewood Savings Bank’s branch locations and ATMs, with 
Allpoint Network, Ridgewood Savings Bank customers will never be far 
away from access to their cash. Allpoint offers 2,730 ATMs across the state 
of New York as part of 43,000 cash machines, coast-to-coast in the United 
States, found in places they’re already visiting as part of their daily routine. 
Conveniently located in destination retail outlets such as 7-Eleven, CVS, Tar-
get, Costco and other national retailers, convenience, grocery and pharmacy 
stores, Allpoint Network ATMs save customers of Ridgewood Savings Bank 
time as well as ATM fees.

“By becoming an Allpoint Network member fi nancial institution, in an in-
stant Ridgewood Savings Bank grows its surcharge-free ATM footprint to 
more than double that of even America’s largest bank,” said Peter M. Boger, 
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Offi cer. “People want a fi nancial 
services provider that delivers the most convenient account access and man-
agement options, and that includes cash access. With Allpoint Network sur-
charge-free ATMs, Ridgewood Savings Bank can meet our customers’ cash 
access needs in a way that works best for them - in the conveniently located 
stores that are already part of their lives.”

Ridgewood Savings Bank customers can use the 
ATM locater on ridgewoodbank.com or on the 
Ridgewood Savings Bank Mobile Banking app to 
locate an ATM. And once at the store hosting an 
Allpoint ATM, look for the green Allpoint logo. 

About Allpoint 
Allpoint Network is the largest surcharge-free ATM network with more than 
55,000 ATMs in leading national and regional merchant locations across the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, United Kingdom and Australia.  Allpoint 
provides greater access, convenience and savings to customers of fi nancial 
institutions while providing institutions the tools to compete more effectively 
for customers. For more information or to fi nd the nearest Allpoint surcharge-
free ATM, please visit www.AllpointNetwork.com, like us on Facebook and 
follow @Allpoint on Twitter. Allpoint Network is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Cardtronics, Inc. (NASDAQ: CATM). 

About Ridgewood Savings Bank 
Founded in 1921, Ridgewood Savings Bank is the largest mutual savings 
bank in New York State, with over $5 billion dollars in assets. With 34 
branches in the New York area, Ridgewood Savings Bank continues to serve 
its community as it did in 1921, with their continued focus always on their 
customers.

FACEBOOK: RidgewoodBank
LINKEDIN: ridgewood-savings-bank

YOUTUBE: RidgewoodBank

71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Woodside shopkeeper who was 

brutally beaten with a metal rod Sat-
urday morning has died from his inju-
ries, according to the NYPD. 

Martin Quiej, a 34-year-old mar-
ried father of two, died at Elmhurst 
Hospital Center Wednesday morning, 
four days after he tried to break up a 
verbal altercation outside his Tauros 
Party Supplies store on 54th Street 
near Roosevelt Avenue around 1:45 
a.m. Saturday. He was attacked and 
beaten multiple times on the head with 
a metal rod, which caused severe dam-
age to his skull and bleeding on his 
brain, the criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attorney’s office 
said.  He had no brain stem function 
after the assault.

Victor Mendoza, a 21-year-old Wood-
side resident, was arrested Saturday 
and charged Monday with attempted 
murder, assault and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, according to the com-
plaint. Upgraded charges were pend-
ing, according to the Queens district 
attorney’s office. 

The metal rod was recovered and 
one suspect was arrested at the scene, 
but he was not charged and released, 
according to a police sourc e.  How-

ever, the NYPD was searching for yet 
another suspect in the attack. He is 
described as a Hispanic man wearing 
jeans, black shoes and a gray jacket.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

BY BILL PARRY

Police from the 115th Precinct were 
looking for a man who pushed a teen-
age girl onto subway tracks in front of 
an oncoming No. 7 train Saturday eve-
ning. 

The NYPD said a man in his 20s 
shoved the 17-year-old victim off the 
Manhattan-bound platform at 103rd 
Street in Corona around 8:30 p.m.

As the suspect fled the scene, the 
train’s motorman spotted the girl and 
slammed on the brakes, as the teenag-

er positioned herself between the plat-
form and the wheels of the subway car, 
police said. 

The victim was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center with only minor inju-
ries, according to the NYPD.

The suspect was caught on surveil-
lance video. Police said he is a His-
panic man in his mid-to-late 20s, about 
5-foot-5.

He was last seen wearing a black 
jacket, white T-shirt, gray pants and 
white sneakers. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Bob Dylan is returning to where 

his career almost went off the rails 51 
years ago

Dylan and his band, along with 
guest opener Mavis Staples, will play 
at Forest Hills Stadium July 8. Tickets 
go on sale March 19.

On Aug. 28, 1965, weeks after his 
first-ever concert in which he played 
amplified instruments, Dylan played 
a mixed set in Forest Hills and got a 
mixed reaction—both cheers and rot-
ten tomatoes—but one that was forma-
tive in his early days.

After a controversial performance 
at the Newport Folk Festival where 
Dylan cut his set short after 17 minutes 
of boos and jeers, he came to Forest 
Hills.

Dylan did something he had never 
done before and split his show in half, 
performing both acoustically as was 
expected of him and with amplifica-
tion. It was a new phase to the legend-
ary singer-songwriter’s career and it 
began in Queens. 

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Blood stains mark the spot on the side-
walk where Woodside shopkeeper Martin 
Quiej was beaten and later died. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Bob Dylan to play in Forest Hills

Teen pushed onto No. 7 

Shopkeeper diesDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
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Aviator Sports and Events Center 3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

New for 2016:
• Air Conditioned buses
• Activities and Games
• Educational Trips
• Healthier Menus

Aviator Summer Camp
is all the RAVE!

What parents are saying:

“My 9-year-old loves coming to Aviator for skating and soccer. 
He’s so excited for this summer to come. Love meeting your staff!”
-Andrea S., Marine Park

“Our 11-year-old son came out of his shell this year at camp. 
We’re happy about the upcoming summer and all the new 
programs.”
-Zachary B., Bay Ridge

Your kids will thank you!

Open House March 12th 12-4pm
Come and see what we’re all about!

Register between now and open house and be entered
to win one of these great prizes:

$200 Camp Discount, $100 Camp Discount
or $75 towards a birthday party!Summer

Day Camp

To take a virtual tour of our facility, visit: AviatorSports.com/virtual-tour

Call Jason at (718) 758-7510 or visit AviatorCamps.com to register or to learn more!

This is an IRS Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) program, 
particularly for those who are age 50 and older.

FREE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX COUNSELING 
FOR LO��INCOME OLDER ADULTS

Presented by AARP – American Association of Retired Persons

Counselors trained by the IRS will help you complete your 2015 
personal income tax return at the following library branches:
•  Auburndale
•  Bellerose
•  Briarwood
•  Fresh Meadows

•  Glen Oaks
•  Hillcrest
•  Howard Beach
•  Jackson Heights

•  Laurelton
•  North Forest Park
•  Pomonok
•  Whitestone •  Windsor Park

For complete details, including address 
and schedule, visit queenslib.org/freetaxhelp14 
or call 718-340-3470



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 11–17, 201620    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY BILL PARRY

The Big Apple’s private jobs 
sector is on an historic run, ac-
cording to the New York City 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. 

The agency announced 
Monday the total number of 
jobs in the city has reached an 
all-time high—4.29 million—
after an analysis of seasonally 
adjusted job numbers for Janu-
ary provided by the New York 
State Department of Labor.

“The incredible growth 
we’re seeing shows we can 
make our economy stronger 
and more fair at the same 
time,” Deputy Mayor for Hous-
ing and Economic Develop-
ment Alicia Glen said. “We’re 
making strategic investments 
in fast-growing fields with 
good paying jobs and real ca-
reer pathways for New York-
ers.”

The average number of jobs 
added since Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio took office in January 2014 
through December 2015 was 
249,000—the largest two-year 
job gain in New York City his-
tory, according to the EDC. 

The city added 35,400 private 
sector jobs in January 2016, 
with the largest growth dem-
onstrated in the Educational 
Services field.

During the previous 12 
months ending in January 
2016, the city gained 107,000 
jobs, an increase of 3 percent, 
compared to a national growth 
rate of 2.2 percent. The stron-
gest employment gains since 
December 2013 are in Health 
Care and Social Assistance, 
and Professional, Scientific 
and Technical Services.

“These numbers reflect 
what we’re seeing on the 
ground. More businesses 
launching and growing here 
in New York City. More New 
Yorkers finding good jobs in all 
five boroughs,” NYCEDC Pres-
ident Maria Torres-Springer 
said. “And with the de Blasio 
administration making ma-
jor investments in industries 
like technology, design, and 
advanced manufacturing, 
we’re primed for even greater 
job growth in neighborhoods 
throughout the city.”

The city’s unemployment 
rate has fallen nearly three 

percentage points since de Bla-
sio took office, the EDC said. 
So are potholes on city streets.

 The mayor joined a Depart-
ment of Transportation work 
crew Monday and filled in the 
one millionth pothole of his ad-
ministration. It was a symbolic 
gesture, because the DOT has 
actually filled in even more 
during that time—more than 
1.02 million potholes, 297,352 
of them here in Queens.

“As the weather begins to 
warm even slightly as we head 
into spring, we should expect 
some potholes, but New York-
ers should know DOT crews 
are out there fixing them 
seven days a week,” de Blasio 
said. “As with our commit-
ment to Vision Zero, today’s 
milestone illustrates how hard 
we are working to keep ahead 
of potentially dangerous con-
ditions that can do damage to 

a car’s axle—or even worse.”
In 2015, the mayor an-

nounced a $1.6 billion commit-
ment to resurface roads across 
the city over the next decade. 
In December, he announced 
that 1,100 miles had already 
been completed — on-time and 
on-budget.

“Our crews deserve enor-
mous credit for their hard 
work keeping our roadways 
smoothly paved and safe,” 
Trottenberg said. “Mayor de 
Blasio’s wise investment in 
resurfacing has been instru-
mental to their success, as 
repaving actually prevents 
potholes.”

The troubling craters are 
caused by water seeping into 
asphalt pavement and are 
worsened in winter by high 
traffic, ice, snow and other 
precipitation. During pothole 
season, which generally runs 
from December through June, 
anywhere from 25 to 75 sepa-
rate DOT pothole crews are 
dispatched daily.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The city Economic Development Corp. says jobs hit an  all-time high in 
January, a barometer of the strong urban economy. Photo by Alan Diaz/AP

City announces record job growth in boros

Download the RFP: www.nycedc.com/LICWaterfrontRFP

NYCEDC seeks proposals to bring a catalytic, mixed-use development to two City-owned 

sites totaling over 1.2M SF of buildable space in Long Island City, Queens.

Unprecedented 
LIC waterfront 
opportunity

SEEKING DEVELOPERS
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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Getting a head start on St. Patrick’s Day

Mayor de Blasio gets some help adjusting his sash for the Queens County 
Parade in Rockaway, the first of the St. Pat's Day marches culminating in 
the Fifth Avenue parade March 17.  Photo by Michael Shain 

From an apartment window along the parade route in Rockaway, the par-
rty stopped long enough to take cell phone pictures of the  marchers.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians march with all of Ireland's county flags—and Old Glory out front.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

The girls carrying the banner for Mrs. Elaines School of Dance had to fight the gusty March 
winds.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The Woodside Parade is known as the city's first inclusive St. Pat's Parade because it was 
organized by gay groups.  Photo by Bill Parry

In the Woodside parade, the FDNY's Fire Family Transport Foundation 
shows off one of its vintage trucks, often used for the funerals of retired 
firefighters.   Photo by Bill Parry

A bagpiper from the Deptartment 
of Sanitation band cuts a stern 
 figure.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract 
execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit 
to qualify. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer 
with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party 
lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to 
credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders 
interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: 
H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/
Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks 
where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers  
that’s not really limited; we’re only offering  
this discount and SmartSun™ glass upgrade 
for 31 days.1

There are limited appointments available, 
and you must book yours before 

March 31st…

Renewal by Andersen is the replacement 
window division of Andersen; there isn’t a 
more trusted window company in the country.  

Interest 
NO NO NO

Money Down Payments

for 1 year1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

SAVE $300 

on every window1 
SAVE $825 

on every patio door1 

window &  
patio door

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST!

sale
31 DAY 

1-800-400-0807
Call now to book your FREE Window Diagnosis

BONUS! 
Includes upgrade to  

our SmartSunTM Glass 
to help keep your home even more comfortable
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BY GABRIEL ROM

A troubled corner of Woodhaven 
again erupted in violence last week, 
when a 24-year-old man was stabbed in 
the neck by a group of unknown men, 
police said. A police source said the as-
sault might have been gang-related.

The victim remained in stable but 
critical condition as of Wednesday 
night at an area hospital, police said.

He was found bleeding in front of 
Scaturro’s Food Market at 84-39 Ja-
maica Ave. March 2, but police said the 
stabbing occurred in front of a bodega 
on 84th Street and Jamaica Avenue. Po-
lice said five to six males approached 
the victim, conversed with him, then 
stabbed him twice in the neck.

According to Inspector Deodat Ur-
prasad of the 102nd Precinct, fast re-
sponding officers were able to save the 
man’s life.

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing.

The incident comes only 12 days 
after a 39-year-old man and a 32-year-
old woman were shot inside the Rico 
Chimi hamburger restaurant located 
at 80-01 Atlantic Ave. 

Lt. Estrella of the 102nd Precinct 
said police were looking for an indi-
vidual who came from Brooklyn and 
that the restaurant shooting was likely 
related to gang activity or a personal 
dispute.

“This was premeditat ed,” he said 
at the February Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association meeting. “The sus-
pect went after a specific person.”

In 2010, directly above the scene of 
the  latest crime, Dario Paiva was fatal-
ly stabbed on an elevated subway plat-
form at the 85th Street-Forest Parkway 
station on the J line.

Three years later, Natasha Marti-
nez was stabbed on 85th Street in a sus-
pected gang attack.

Both incidents occurred within a 
one-block radius of the March 2 attack.

Estrella said the precinct has had 

recent success in combating gang ac-
tivity within Woodhaven. There are 
two active gangs in the area known to 
police, he said, and both of them have 
large numbers of members who have 
recently been incarcerated.

“All my units day and night know 
who the guys are that are a part of this 
problem,” he said

As for other petty crime problems, 
including graffiti and harassment 
around Jamaica Avenue and the over-
pass at Atlantic Avenue, Estrella said 
the cause is mostly young kids.

“The only way we can prevent that 
is from the home. The parents have to 
be more in their children’s lives. It’s 
the only way to get them off the street, 
because they get influenced by the 
wrong kids on the street.”

In an effort to combat crime and 
target graffiti the 102nd Precinct re-
quested 12 Argus cameras from the 
city, two of which would be placed 
along Jamaica and Atlantic Avenues, 
Woodhaven’s main graffiti locations. 
The funding for the cameras, however, 
is not guaranteed. 

“They’re cutting budgets every-
where,” Estrella said. “We requested 
it, we’re just hoping that we get it.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

A police source says the stabbing, 
which occurred near 84th Street and 
Jamaica Avenue, may be gang-related. 

Project Woodhaven

Man stabbed in neck 
on Woodhaven cornerANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 11–17, 2016 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Right now, the New York City Council has the opportunity to support a 
commonsense affordable housing plan that will help more aging adults 
live independently in their homes in the city they love.  

Taking action on Mayor de Blasio’s Affordable Housing plan will create 
200,000 affordable housing units over the next 10 years for low- and 
moderate-income residents, including seniors and people of all ages. 
Today, there are 200,000 seniors on waiting lists for affordable housing 
in our city.  

This sensible plan will help right this wrong and give all New Yorkers 
struggling to make ends meet a chance to live and thrive in the city we 
all call home.

Pass the Mayor’s affordable housing plan.

To see how our members are getting involved,  
go to aarp.org/nyc New Yorkers 

need affordable 
housing now.

facebook.com/AARPNY 
@AARPNY

aarp.org/nyc

Paid for by AARP

546076
DOUGLASTONMANOR
4C 6 x 5.68

$53.95 Per Person Plus Tax For Adults   |   $25 Per Person Plus Tax for Kids (10 yrs old & younger)

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  MARCH 27,  2016   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM,  3PM & 5PM 

Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, Soppressata,  
Fire Roasted Peppers, Pepperoncino, Fresh Mozzarella & Vine 

Ripe Tomatoes, Parmigiano Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, 
Mediterranean Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes,  

Seasonal Grilled Vegetables W/Tomato Bruschetta, & Pasta salad.

Rosemary Roasted Leg Of Lamb W/ Mint Balsamic Glaze,  
Smoked Ham W/ Pineapple Chutney 

Chicken Florentine Breaded Chicken Breast Stuffed W/ Spinach  
& Boursin Herb Cheese & Demi Glaze, Fried Calamari W/ Marinara 

Sauce, Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta, Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro 
Sauce, Stuffed Seabass W/Crabmeat Stuffing & Lemon Bur Blanc 

Sauce, Eggplant Rollatini In Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce,  
Mashed Potato Bar W/Sour Cream, Cheese, Bacon Bits, Roasted 

Corn, & Onion Straws, Roasted Spring Vegetables & Salad Bar

CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor  

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363
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Commissioner shows his shutterbug side

A message painted on a park bench that had to be captured The Silent Disco at LIC Landing last fall

On the boardwalk in Alley Pond Park

Black-eyed Susans along a path in Highland Park just off the Jackie Robinson Parkway

City Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver rarely leaves home without a 
camera. A shutterbug for as long as he can remember, he spends at 
least three weekends a month taking pictures in city parks, documenting 
their conditions as well as their natural beauty, he says. He maintains an 
Instagram account (@silverplanning) with his pictures. His portfolio con-
tains thousands of park photos, he says. Here are some shots he's taken 
in Queens parks since 2014, when he was named commissioner.  

The New York State Pavillion in Flushing Meadows Corona Park View of the 59th Street bridge from Astoria Park
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Queens Locations
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37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

ADVERTORIAL

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
������	�����	��
����
���	�������
�
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
�����	��
	����
�����������
�
���
�����������������������
���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
����������
�������	���������


Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
������	
������
�������
���
	�����������
�����������
• Home Health Aid
���!"�#�$%���
�
��
����'���
����
���*����������+��
�����
• Experienced instructors
��,
���������	����
�����

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

Many budding retirees plan 
to travel, relax and enjoy the com-
pany of their spouses when they 
officially stop working. But such 
plans only are possible if men and 
women take steps to secure their 
financial futures in retirement.

According to a recent survey 
by the personal finance education 
site MoneyTips.com, roughly one-
third of Baby Boomers have no re-
tirement plan. The reason some 
may have no plan is they have 
misconceptions about how much 
money they will need in retire-
ment. Successful retirees under-

stand the steps to take and how to 
live on a budget.

simply fail to plan for retirement. 
Even men and women who invest 
in an employer-sponsored retire-
ment program, such as a 401(k), 
should not make that the only re-
tirement planning they do. Speak 
with a financial advisor who can 
help you develop a plan that en-
sures you don’t outlive your as-
sets.

-
ment nest eggs do not need to be 
enormous. Many retirees have a 

net worth of less than $1 million, 
and many people live comfort-
ably on less than $100,000 annu-
ally. When planning for retire-
ment, don’t be dissuaded because 
you won’t be buying a vineyard 
or villa in Europe. Set reasonable 
goals for your retirement and 
make sure you meet those goals.

wealth-building plan. Saving 
comes down to formulating a plan 
specific to your goals, resources, 
abilities, and skills. Make saving 
a priority and take advantage of 
employer-sponsored retirement 

programs if they are offered.
-

ing. You will need money in re-
tirement, and it’s best that you 
don’t underestimate just how 
much you’re going to need. No one 
wants to be stuck at home during 
retirement, when people typi-
cally want to enjoy themselves 
and the freedom that comes with 
retirement. Speak to a financial 
planner to develop a reasonable 
estimate of your living expenses 
when you plan to retire.

big risk. Try to eliminate all of 
your debts before you retire and, 
once you have, focus your energy
on growing your investments
and/or saving money for retire-
ment. 

-
ing. It’s never too early to begin
saving for retirement. Although
few twenty-somethings are think-
ing about retirement, the earlier
you begin to invest the more time 
you have to grow your money. En-
roll in a retirement plan now so
you have a larger nest egg when 
you reach retirement age.

Successful ways to stretch retirement savings
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BY GABRIEL ROM

New Yorkers are used to daily nui-
sances like busted street lights and 
public graffiti, but the Woodhaven 
Residents Block Association is encour-
aging residents to pick up the phone 
and act. 

311 Weekend—this Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday—is an annual initia-
tive organized by the civic group that 
asks citizens to call the city and report 
issues like illegal curb cuts, broken 
streetlights, graffiti-covered walls, il-
legal signs and illegal conversions.

The WRBA is also asking residents 

to make pledges for each call to 311. 
The money will be donated to WORKS 
Little League for their Challenger di-
vision, which is dedicated to children 
with special needs and learning dis-
abilities. 

“We’ve all been guilty of it—we see 
a problem in the neighborhood, but we 
drag our feet on doing something about 
it,” said WRBA Director of Communi-
cations Alex Blenkinsopp.  “311 Week-
end is the perfect chance finally to take 
action.  You will get our city agencies 
on the case while raising money for 
children who have special needs and 
learning disabilities.”

BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

The York College Association of 
Black Journalists partnered with 
black voices in the media last week to 
inform the Jamaica community about 
the crisis in black media.

 The jam-packed panel discussion 
held in York’s faculty dining room 
brought out many students, Queens 
residents, activists, and community 
groups. The event included NY1 news 
anchor Cheryl Wills, New York Amster-
dam News columnist Herb Boyd, radio 
broadcaster Gary Byrd, Contributing 
Editor of the Queens Tribune Marcia 
Moxam Comrie, and Co-founder of the 
Millions March NYC Synead Nichols. 

The event was held not only to mark 
Black History Month but to create 
awareness about the endless realities 
blacks are faced with globally. 

 Wills, who moderated the Feb. 24 
panel, said there  is no reason to ad-
here to the negative content bringing 
black people down in the media. Years 
of racially degrading portrayals of 
blacks in pop culture and the media 
have done their damage, she said. Not 
only does society feed negative stereo-
types to allow oppression to continue, 
but children incorporate these stereo-
types by believing them due to the lack 
of positive images put out. 

Wills along with the panelists said 
blacks need to have a greater represen-
tation in the media to make the world 
a better place now and for the genera-
tions to come. 

Boyd noted the importance of sup-
porting black business. 

“You got to go beyond saying you 
support a representation of you in the 
media,” Boyd said. “You have to buy 
the paper, educate yourself on what is 

happening, and share it on these social 
media. Communication is made easier 
now, so we have to use it.”

He mentioned how WWRL, New 
York’s last black-owned radio station, 
is not black owned anymore. 

“There is no diversity in the edu-
cational realm,” Boyd said, referring 
to black state’s role as a tool for edu-
cation. He stressed how black-owned 
media organizations can survive 
through online subscriptions. Geomet-
ric growth can be achieved by network 
marketing.

“We have a new opportunity for 
communicating and having an inde-
pendence in the media if we do this 
simple thing called the seven keys,” 
he said. Unity, self-determination, col-
lective work and responsibility, coop-
erative economics, purpose, creativ-
ity, and faith. With those key issues 
addressed, Boyd believes an immedi-
ate power base can be established to 
promote a positive media outlet for 
blacks.

“Instead of uplifting each other, we 

An exlcusive club, the York College 
Association of Black Journalists, meet at the 
college to talk shop.  Photo by Graciano Clause

311 Weekend encourages 
citizens to complain to city

York College discussion 
promotes media diversity

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 6, 2016!
Deadline April 29, 2016

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander

Maria Blacque Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine Feeney
Erica Ford

Anne Forde
Sonia Goode-LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo
Pastor Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & Josephine 

Wendell

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than April 29, 2016

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 12th, 2016
6pm–10pm

Continued on Page 48
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Party Planning Event

FREE!

Visit MitzvahMarket.com �������	s�
���s�i�	���

Register now at 
CelebrateShowcase.com 

and enter to 

Celebrate!
Party Showcase

Exclusive Event
Discounts

March 20
Long Island Marriott

101 James Doolittle Boulevard

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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E 
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/11/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995 $19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/11/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$33,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$28,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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This summer, the NYU 
School of Professional Studies 
(NYUSPS), a leader in profes-
sionally focused education, 
will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide in-
dividuals who have earned a 
high school degree with the 
opportunity to acquire indus-
try focused skills that will 
prepare them for jobs in fields 
with growing levels of employ-
ment. New Diplomas, offered 
through NYUSPS Professional 
Pathways, are designed as im-
mersive programs of study 
that can be completed in as 
little as one semester. During 
Summer 2016, six Diplomas 
will be offered. They include:

The one-semester Diploma 
in Basic Project Manage-
ment, which prepares you for 
a career in this growing field 
by gaining a hands-on under-
standing of the essential ter-
minology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, 
and practices required to be-
come an effective and con-

tributing member of a project 
team.

The Diploma in Book-
keeping, a one-semester, 
blended program, which im-
parts the knowledge and skill 
sets to perform functions 
within the bookkeeping cycle, 
manually and with Quick-
Books and Xero. Ground your-
self in accounting ethics and 
best practices, while exploring 
basic concepts including debits, 
credits, “T-accounts,” journal 
accounting, GAAP concepts, 
accrual and double-entry re-
cord keeping, and more.

The Diploma in Con-
struction Administration 
is a one-semester, blended pro-
gram that provides the skills 
to secure an entry-level posi-
tion within the commercial or 
residential building sectors of 
the real estate industry. Learn 
about the construction pro-
cess and document adminis-
tration. Gain an introduction 
to construction methods and 
materials, building systems, 

drawings, estimating, and 
scheduling.

The one-semester Diploma 
in Introduction to Program-
ming with Python provides 
students with the knowledge 
and the applied skills needed 
to pursue careers as junior 
software engineers or devel-
opers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand 
languages in the industry. 
The Diploma equips students 
with the basics of Python for 
web development (front- and 
back-end). It explores Py-
thon’s standard library, ad-
vanced features, and power-
ful coding techniques, which 
include procedural, object-
oriented, and functional pro-
gramming. 

The one-semester Di-
ploma in Restaurant Opera-
tions and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a com-
prehensive understanding 
of front-of-house and back-of-
house restaurant operations, 
and what it takes to succeed in 

the food and beverage indus-
try. Benefit from site visits to 
NYC restaurants and from the 
invaluable experiences of sea-
soned industry veterans.

The one-semester Diploma 
in Retail Operations Man-
agement trains nonretail as-
sociates, retail associates, and 
retail department managers 
with the enhanced knowledge, 
expertise, insights, and skills 
required to become a retail 
buyer, a retail merchandiser, 
or a retail operations manage-
ment trainee. From reading fi-
nancial statements, to building 
efficient teams, to exploring 
in-store and online merchan-
dising techniques, students 
will gain the skills necessary 
to excel in this growing field.

All Diplomas will provide 
industry specific career mod-
ules presented online in a self-
paced format, which help stu-
dents to better understand the 
job market. Upon completion 
of your diploma, you also will 
have access to an online portal 

featuring job postings and a 
resource library. Annual net-
working events will provide 
opportunities to meet with 
peers and employers in the 
field. Each program of study 
provides students with a tan-
gible take-away project that 
can be added to their résumé 
and presented to prospective 
employers.

Attend an in-person in-
formation session on Mon-
day, March 21 at 6 p.m. or 
an online session on Tues-
day, March 22 at 10 a.m. to 
learn more about our sum-
mer diploma offerings. Visit  
sps.nyu.edu/ce/events03 
for further details and to reg-
ister.

For more information about 
NYUSPS Diploma Programs, 
visit sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7068.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

High School Graduates, Build Skills in Fields That are Hiring 
Through Affordable, Short-Format NYUSPS Diploma Programs

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Help children learn how to love reading
Children are energetic 

learners, trying to make sense 
of the world around them. One 
of the most important activi-
ties to help a child stretch his 
mind, especially in the early 
years, is reading. From birth 
to age 5, development in all ar-
eas of the brain is rapid, so it 
is especially important during 
this time that parents make an 
intentional effort to integrate 
reading into a child’s daily 
routine. This practice helps 
mold your child into an ac-
tive reader and establishes the 
foundational literacy skills 
he needs for future success in 
school and life.

“The first five years of 
life offer a critical window 
for brain development and 
learning,” said Anne-Marie 
Fitzgerald, executive Director 
of Reach Out and Read, a na-
tional nonprofit whose pedia-
tricians promote early literacy 
and school readiness to 4 mil-
lion children nationwide. “By 
reading aloud and talking to 

their children from birth, par-
ents can play a key role in help-
ing their little ones develop es-
sential foundational language 
skills and eventually, arrive 
at kindergarten ready to read, 
learn and succeed. Learning 

does not begin on the first day 
of school, it begins in the home 
with engaged parents who 
take the time to share stories, 
words and a love of reading 
with their children.”

The economic impact of lit-
eracy

While picking up a book 
and reading to your child may 
seem like a simple act, many 
children miss this benefit. A 
3-year-old child’s vocabulary 

should span about 600 words 
with 80 percent intelligibility. 
This means that a person who 
has not previously heard this 
child speak can understand 
eight out of 10 words. Provid-
ing children with a solid foun-
dation in literacy skills not 
only equips them to thrive in 
the 21st century, it also affects 
our country’s ability to com-
pete in the global workplace.

“The future of our children 
and our country depend on 
coordinated community ef-
forts to prepare all students 
in the U.S. to excel in a dy-
namic, global society,” says Jo 
Kirchner, president and CEO 
of Primrose Schools, a group 
of more than 270 private pre-
schools across the country. 
“Together we have a respon-
sibility to step up to the chal-
lenge by pooling our knowl-
edge, time, expertise and ideas 
to improve early literacy and 
education outcomes.”
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HAVE YOU FOUND 
THE YOU IN YOU?

New York University is an affi rmative action/equal opportunity institution. 
©2016 NYU School of Professional Studies.

You’ve earned a high school degree, but you need more to 
take that fi rst step forward. Find your niche and move ahead 
through NYUSPS Professional Pathways. Earn a Diploma 
that is specifi cally designed to provide you with in-demand 
skills in a growing fi eld. Learn from industry professionals, 
and in as little as one semester, gain the competitive edge 
through online career development modules that prepare 
you for the job market. It’s the fastest, smartest way to reach 
your full potential. 

Apply today at sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 
or call 212-998-7068.

Attend an Information Session: 
In-Person March 21, 6 p.m. or Online March 22, 10 a.m. 
— Register at sps.nyu.edu/ce/events03

Basic Project Management • Bookkeeping • Construction Administration 
Introduction to Programming with Python • Restaurant Operations and 
Guest Service • Retail Operations Management

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

How to ensure debt  
is not your burden

With each passing year, student 
loan debt is digging a deeper hole for 
more young Americans. Over a nine-
year period, the average student loan 
balance among 25-year-olds  grew 
91 percent, from $10,649 in 2003 to 
$20,326 in 2012. More than 38 million 
Americans have outstanding debt 
amounting to nearly $1 trillion. This 
figure has nearly quadrupled over 
the last four years, surpassing both 
credit cards and auto loans as a lead-
ing source of personal debt, according 
to Pew Research and the Federal Re-
serve Bank of New York.

While the statistics are startling, 
some of today’s young people are pre-
pared to take on the financial chal-
lenge. Younger generations (those in 
their mid-20s to early-30s) are show-
ing signs of taking their finances seri-
ously, according to a MassMutual 2013 
State of the American Family Study. 
Nearly two-thirds want to be actively 
involved in all decisions regarding 
their finances, and almost half are 
actively seeking ways to educate them-
selves about personal finance, a rate 
significantly higher than older gen-
erations. For young people looking to 
take control of their future, there are 
ways to ease the strain of student debt. 
MassMutual offers the following tips 
to help graduates manage their loans:

Seek out scholarships

College is expensive, and taking out 
student loans is often inevitable. If you 
are still in college or considering get-
ting your degree, be sure to research 
and apply for a range of scholarships to 
help lower your education costs. 

“One of the most powerful steps 
young people can take to mitigate edu-
cational debt is to aggressively seek out 
scholarships to help fund college,” Mi-
chael Fanning, an executive vice presi-
dent with MassMutual, said. “Gradu-
ating from college with less debt can 
help take the financial worry out of the 
equation when making ‘grown up’ de-
cisions like home ownership, starting 
a family and saving for retirement.”

Make a budget that includes all 

expenses

Expenses fall into three categories: 
fixed, flexible and discretionary. Sit 
down and review all of your monthly 
costs, from meals to rent payments, 
and identify which category they fall 
in. From there, you can allocate funds 
to each area. It’s critical that you have 
a full understanding of all expenses, 
debt and assets in order to not only 
stay on top of fixed expenses — like 
your student loans — but also build a 

realistic financial plan.
Borrow or swap

Before making a purchase, ask a 
friend or relative if you can borrow 
or swap for a similar item. This espe-
cially holds true for items you may use 
only once or very few times. Going on 
a backpacking trip abroad? See if you 
can borrow a friend’s backpack rather 
than buying a new one. Looking to 
update your wardrobe? Ask a friend 
to swap outfits, doubling each other’s 
ardrobes instantly. Buying something 
with your money isn’t the only way to 
get it.

Keep living at home

Rent is a huge expense. If you’re 
moving away from your hometown to 
work, it’s unavoidable. But if your first 
job is close to home, consider asking 
if you can move in with your parents 
for the first year or two to save on ex-
penses. Use the money you’re able to 
save during that time to make larger 
payments toward your student loans to 
pay them down quicker. That will also 
allow you to bolster your savings for 
when you do move into a place of your 
own.

Avoid credit card debt

Post-graduation is a crucial point 
that will help determine your cred-
it-score for years to come. Younger 
generations have close to $5,000 in 
credit card debt, according to MassMu-
tual’s study. To keep credit card debt in 
check, only use one or two cards at a 
time with limits that aren’t high, and 
pay your balance in full each month 
to avoid interest. Missteps could affect 
the rate you pay on big purchases down 
the road, like a car or home loan.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Voyages Preparatory High School in Elmhurst,  Sukiana 
Sanchez (r), program director, and principal Nicholas Merchant-Bleiberg opened a new ca-
reer center at the alternative high school that specializes in getting older, unemployed stu-
dent ready for work.  Courtesy of Voyages Prep HS

Nail salon owners flock to Albany for a rally sponsored by Flushing Assemblyman Ron Kim 
to persuade state officials to halt a Labor Department crackdown on the small businesses 
accused of underpaying employees.   Courtesy of Assemblyman Kim

A new U.S. Postal stamp commemorating Richard Allen, the Revolutionary War minister who 
helped found the African American branch of the Methodist church, is unveiled at the church 
in Jamaica named for him. Rev. Floyd Flake (right of the poster) and Manny Kaufman (next 
to him), chairman of the stamp committee, did the honors.    Photo by Nat Valentine 

At the annual Southern Queens Park Association Art Festival in Roy Wilkins Park, mo-
saic artist Bett Cox (r) is the featured artist with U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

At the Ridgewood Night Market at Gottscheer Hall, Melly Figueroa shows off the sweets 
she bought from baker/vendor Jackie Reyes, a Queensborough Community College student 
who uses Puerto Rican and Dominican ingredients in her food.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

In Albany, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r) gets a briefing from Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg (far l) on the road and public transit projects in her Fresh 
Meadows district.  Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic
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ferent today is the response, 
and this is a big change. 
When Julio was murdered 
in 1990, there was no public 
response. Zero. Not from the 
police, not from the politi-
cians, not from the media. 
It took months of constant 
pressure to get the police to 
run a serious investigation. 
After Julio, whether you are 
talking about Edgar Garzon 
or the more recent cases of at-
tacks on transgender women, 
the community now rallies in 
support on every level.”

The suspect wanted in 
the    trangender attack was 
tracked down by the NYPD 
in Knoxville, Tenn. He 
was arrested and returned 
to Queens, where he was 
charged with two counts of 
assault last month.

“One of the things I aimed 
for the film to show is the 
work -- the level of commit-
ment and sacrifice -- that is 
needed to change things for 
the better,” Shpuntoff said. 
“And I don’t think this is any 
different today, even with so-
cial media, because you can 
post as much as you want on 
the Internet, but ultimately 
it is about getting people to 
come out on the streets and 
make their demands.”

The world premiere of 
“Julio of Jackson Heights” is 
part of the 6th annual Queens 
World Film Festival which 
kicks off Tuesday at the Mu-
seum of Moving Image and 
three other venues where 143 
films from 23 countries will 
be screened over six days. 
This year 29 of the filmmak-
ers are from Queens.

For more information 
or to purchase tickets visit 
www.queensworldfilmfesti-
val.com

es would make their debut in 
the second and third quarters 
of this year in Queens. Over 
the next two years, another 70 
buses will begin operating in 
Brooklyn, 209 in the Bronx and 
18 in Manhattan. The remain-
ing new buses will be assigned 
to various routes throughout 
the five bureaus. The new 
buses will replace about 40 
percent of the MTA fleet.

The MTA said it was in the 
process of upgrading exist-
ing buses with Wi-Fi and USB 
charging ports.

“By the end of 2017 all ex-
press buses will be refitted 
with Wi-Fi and USB charging 
ports,” the MTA said                        

“Wireless connectivity is 
prevalent in the lives of our 
customers,” Prendergast said. 
“More and more people are 
using Wi-Fi enabled devices 

such as smart phones, laptops 
and e-book readers on a daily 
basis and the MTA can accom-
modate this growing trend by 
introducing high-speed con-
nectivity and charging ports 
on board MTA buses,” Pren-
dergast said.

The MTA said that digital 
information screens on buses 
would provide passengers 
with travel information to re-
duce anxiety about missing 
stops and better enable them 
to plan and arrive at destina-
tions on time.

“Today’s world demands 
connectivity and we’re meet-
ing that challenge with state-
of-the-art buses and a major 
overhaul of the MTA’s fleet,” 
Cuomo said. “This upgrade 
will create a stronger, more 
convenient and more con-
nected mass transit system for 
years to come.”

The state of New York is 
contributing $8.3 billion to 
help fund the MTA’s $26.1 bil-

lion Capital Program for 2015-
2019.

Two members of the state 
Assembly called for more ex-
press bus service in their leg-
islative districts.

“When your neighborhood 
is only served by buses, it is 
critically important that ser-
vice is reliable,” said Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows).

Assemblyman Michael Cu-
sick (D-Staten Island) said, “I 
look forward to working with 
Assemblywoman Rozic and 
MTA Chairman Prendergast 
to find answers for the tens of 
thousands of our neighbors re-
liant on express bus service on 
a daily basis.”

The two lawmakers are 
also requesting that the MTA 
revisit the idea of dedicated 
park-and-ride facilities for cer-
tain express routes.

Continued from Page 4 

Ultrabuses
Continued from Page 9 

Julio movie

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander
Maria Blacque 

Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine 
Feeney

Erica Ford
Anne Forde

Sonia Goode-
LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo

Pastor 
Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & 

Josephine Wendell

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 12th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Borough President Melinda Katz

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Every year as spring nears 
trees seem to know that it’s 
time to turn green. 

Ask arborist-turned-tree-
artist Frank Buddingh’ and 
fine-art digitographer Carol 

Reid, and they’ll tell you that 
trees have a soul—and will 
“speak” to you if you listen 
closely.

Buddingh’ reminds people 
that “the grandest of plants to 
pepper our earth enable life to 
exist.” Purifying the air, trees 

also afford protected habitats 
to wildlife and safeguard our 
land from erosion and flood-
ing. “Eliminate trees and 
life becomes impossible,” he 
warned.

The life-long bond the art-
ists have formed with these 

majestic giants is quietly, yet 
intensely expressed through 
creations that echo the en-
vironmental wisdom and 
spirituality of the American 
Indians, with their ages-old 
appreciation of nature’s beau-
ty and widespread belief in a 
Great Spirit who created the 
earth.

You can sense that energy 
in Reid’s abstract tree photos 
as well as in Buddingh’s organ-
ic sculptures, both of which 
are on view through May 1 in 
Queens Botanical Garden’s 
“Portraits of Tall Friends” 
exhibit. And what better place 
to celebrate Earth Week next 
month than during the Gar-
den’s annual Arbor Fest on 
April 24, when visitors will be 
able to take a stroll through 
the Garden with the artists?

“We thank Frank and 
Carol for bringing the beauty 
of trees indoors to our gallery 
space,” QBG Executive Direc-

tor Susan Lacerte said.
Reid’s exhibit features pho-

tographs that reveal the beau-
ty of trees’ long and generous 
life, “captured after they called 
me to their side and we shared 
quality time in conversation,” 
she quipped. The artist uses 
Photoshop to “discover and 
release the abstract inner es-
sence of their spirit.”

Buddingh’ takes a differ-
ent approach. “With my Tree-
Art, I arrange found parts of 
trees as sculptures and col-
lages,” he explained.

Buddingh’ grew up in a 
Dutch village, and since a 
world without trees was a 
concept he couldn’t bear, he 
made them the central focus 
of his work. In his role as 
arborist/tree consultant, he 
has met, saved and nurtured 
thousands of trees. That la-
bor of love evolved into an 
art form. 

Continued on Page 44

RootExhibit 
takes

Queens Botanical Garden celebrates everything 

about trees in ‘Portraits of Tall Friends’ show

Frank Buddingh’s “Bark Mountain” is an ar-
rangement of bark comprised of American 
Sycamore, Pignut Hickory and Swan Plant. 

Photo courtesy Frank Buddingh’
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PRODUCTIONS

“Hairspray” — Welcome to the ’60s as 
Theatre by the Bay presents the musical 
version of John Water’s subversive comedy 
about a plus-size girl who attempts to 
integrate a TV dance show in Baltimore.  
When: Through March 20
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
1300 209th St., Bay Terrace
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 13
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“Julius Caesar” —  Titan Theatre Co. ends 
its season with Shakespeare’s drama about 
politics, power and ambition. 
When: March 25 - April 10
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Lend Me a Tenor” — Maggie’s Little 
Theater presents Ken Ludwig’s comical 
play of misunderstandings surrounding a 
drugged opera star, his cheating wife and a 
slew of theater folks in 1934 Cleveland. 
When: Through March 13
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 79th 

Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” — Aquila 
Theatre presents a witty, fast-paced production 
of the Sherlock Holmes story with one huge twist: 
Holmes will be played by a woman. 
When: April 1 - April 3
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25-$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Sunshine Boys” — Neil Simon’s 
comedy about a old-time vaudevillian comic 
duo attempting to make a comeback gets a 
new staging by the Rockaway Theatre Co. 
When: April 1 - April 10
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee”  —  The recent Broadway musical comedy 
follows six over-achieving youngsters — played 
by adult actors who take on other roles in the 

Continued on Page 43

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY MERLE EXIT

About five years ago, film-
maker Dan Hendrick was 
jammed into Broad Channel’s 
American Legion Hall with 
hundreds of residents, and 
could not believe what he was 
hearing. 

At that meeting Hendrick, 
who is married to City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Brammer 
(D-Sunnyside), listened to 
community leaders discuss a 
proposal to add more runways 
to JFK Airport by expanding 
into Jamaica Bay. 

“The residents were furi-
ous,” Hendrick said. “Who 
in their right mind would ex-
pand an airport into a wildlife 
refuge? Why are we always the 
last to know? Why can’t they 
just leave the bay alone?”

So Hendrick, armed with 
indignation and a small crew 
of filmmakers set out to tell Ja-
maica Bay’s story. 

On March 17, “Saving 
Jamaica Bay” will have its 
premiere as part of the sixth 
annual Queens World Film 
Festival. The screening will 
take place at the Museum of 
the Moving Image in Astoria. 

“I suppose this film means 
to stand up for Jamaica Bay,” 
Hendrick said. “Jamaica Bay 
has no place in the pantheon 

of great national parks. It has 
been dumped on, filled in, ex-
ploited and benignly neglected 
for decades. The bay is clean-

er than it has been in gen-
erations, but there is so much 
more to do.”

Roughly the size of Man-

hattan, 18,000 acres, Jamaica 
Bay includes islands, meadow-
lands and even two freshwater 
ponds. Protected from the At-
lantic Ocean by the Rockaway 
Peninsula, Jamaica Bay  is 
home to more than 325 species 
of birds, 50 species of butter-
flies and 100 species of finfish. 

Not long after that meeting 
in Broad Channel, Hendrick 
and director David Sigal be-
gan working on the film. 

“We began filming in 2011 
and finished all post-produc-
tion in January 2016 — so 
about five years,” Hendrick 
said. “I keep joking with ev-
eryone that finishing this film 
was like getting a college de-
gree. It took as long and it cost 
as much.”

Back when Hendrick 
worked as a newspaper report-
er covering the area, he fell in 
love with Jamaica Bay and the 
people living on the water.  

He was so enamored of the 
place that in 2006 he published 
“Jamaica Bay,” an Images of 
America book, detailing the 
history and people of the area. 

“So many people stepped 
up and helped us make this 

BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

The stage of York College’s 
theater is about to bring the 
sights and sounds of a city’s 
streets in turmoil to life.

“Twilight: Los Angeles, 
1992” a play by Anna Deavere 
Smith, an Obie Award win-
ner and the recipient of a 1996 
MacArthur Foundation “ge-
nius grant,” will be performed 
at the college later this month.

The play centers around 
the mayhem that was set off 
in Los Angeles following the 
beating of Rodney King by 
LAPD officers in 1992. Smith 
constructed the play as a one-
woman show from the inter-
views she conducted after the 
event, exploring its causes 
and ramifications through the 
words of people of many eth-
nicities and ages. 

Directed by Theatre Arts 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
Jonathan Horvath, the York 
College production will take 
a different approach from 

Smith’s original staging of the 
play.

“We have an ensemble of 
11 York students,” Horvath 
said. In many cases, they will 
be portraying characters that 
are different from themselves, 
both in terms of gender and 
ethnic identity. Those charac-
ters range from gang members 
to a defense attorney to Rodney 
King’s aunt, along with other 
witnesses and participants. The 
words they speak are taken ver-

Igor, a great egret, keeps watch at Don Riepe’s Broad Channel home in the documentary “Saving Jamaica 
Bay.” Photo courtesy Don Riepe

York actors take on racial strife in production

Film focuses on boro’s wildlife
Documentary ‘Saving Jamaica Bay’ will have its premiere at Queens World Film Festival

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 43

IF YOU GO
“Twilight: Los Angeles, 
1992”

When: March 18 -24
Where: Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center at 
York College, 94-45, Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $10/general, $7/York 
College students
Contact: (718) 262-2840
Website: www.yctheatre.com

York College actors Isaac Lama (l-r), Catherine Genao and Alexis Haynie listen to director Jonathan 
Horvath during a rehearsal of “Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992,” which is running next week at the school.  

Photo by Graciano Clause
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EVENTS

History of Commercial 
Brewing — Dr. Terry Foster 
will lead a discussion about 
the beer brewing process in 
England during the 18th and 
19th centuries. 
When: Saturday, March 12, 
at 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 

150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free, but pre-
registration is required
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Irish Comedy Tour 
— Derek Richards, Mike 
McCarthy, Damon Leibert 
and Derrick Kane present an 
evening of politically incorrect 

humor with Celtic tunes to 
celebrate the season. 
When: Sunday, March 13, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Arts, Culture & Fun: Make 
Your Mark — Take part in a 
landscape painting workshop 
using watercolor, inks and 
charcoal. 
When: Thursday, March 17, at 
1:30 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Mar. 11-17, 2016

By Ed Canty

Con Artists
Across
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Word in many 
business names
8. Smell
13. Surf sound
14. High point
15. Katmandu's land
16. Outstanding
17. Take off
18. "Ta-da!"
19. Weight lifters' 
gettogether?
22. Parking place
23. Pasture
24. Mystical
27. Decline
29. Zest
33. Santa in 
California
34. Ricochet
36. Feathery wrap
37. Pioneer carriers
40. Olympic chant
41. Macho guys
42. Al and Tipper
43. Depend
45. Tarnish
46. Like some pines
47. Sixth sense
49. Flower fanciers
50. Book part
58. Ticket category
59. Diving bird
60. Mark's 
replacement
61. Sticking point?
62. Creative

63. Like a sad sack
64. Old card game 
for three
65. "You betcha!"
66. Kind of club

Down
1. Links hazard
2. Crude dude
3. Sound
4. Kind of cooker
5. Hotfoot it
6. Neighbor of 
Saudi Arabia
7. Kid's ball material
8. Cavern, in poetry
9. Fix, as leftovers
10. Many a 
tournament
11. Cleopatra's love 
___ Antony

12. Sheltered from 
the wind
14. Ring around the 
collar?
20. "Cannn ball" 
sound?
21. Macaroni shape
24. Come to pass
25. Kind of call
26. Lock site
27. Raring to go
28. Stuff in a 
muffin
30. End early
31. Gutsy aerialist's 
request
32. Like a windbag
34. Deep sleep
35. Attractive 
refrigerator feature?
38. Beat

39. Zero, in sports 
slang
44. "Old ___," 
Disney film
46. Country singer 
Rogers
48. Davenport's kin
49. Fires
50. Mexican 
sandwich
51. One who  
raised Cain
52. Commuter's 
home, for short
53. Whip
54. Apple 
throwaway
55. Partner of void
56. In alignment
57. A portion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Saturday - March 12, 2016
Doors open at 6:30PM

Holy Trinity Catholic Academy
14-45 143 Street, 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Come Join us as we celebrate an enjoyable evening 
of great Irish fun and dancing for everyone and spe-
cial guest performances by the young dancers of the 

Fitzpatrick Academy of Irish Step Dance

We will be serving our classic corned beef and cab-
bage dinner, complete with all the trimmings, includ-

ing Irish soda bread dessert, soda pop and beer, 
with a cash bar available for wine. Raffles, 50/50 

chances and fun children’s activities and games will 
also be provided. And remember, all are welcome...

Céad Mile Fáilte!Fáilte!

Admission Tickets:
$45 - Adults
$15 - Children (Age 4 To 15)
Free - Children (Under Age 4)

For Tickets, Please Call:
Edward Weisenburger
(917) 667-2835
Ralph Cefalo
(917) 743-8592

Presents

The 6th Annual
Saint Patrick’s 
Dinner Party

Send Check/ Money Order To: 
Monsignor Dillon Knights of Columbus
P.O. Box 570092, Whitestone, NY 11357

Seating is limited 
Call early to reserve

Continued on Page 43
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film – they contributed 
their time, their money, 
their family photos and 
videos and their opin-
ions,” Hendrick said. 
“The reason we had such 
a helpful network of 
people is because of all 
the roots I put down as 
a reporter.  And doing a 
book on the bay helped 
understand how it has 
changed dramatically 
over time. That was the 
first local history book 
devoted to the bay, just 
as ‘Saving Jamaica Bay’ 
is the first full-length 
documentary about this 
very special place.”

Narrated by Susan 
Sarandon, the opening 
trailer of the movie be-
gins “Jamaica Bay. It’s 
a place you’ve probably 
never heard of.  For more 
than a century it’s where 
New Yorkers put the 
things they didn’t want.  
But make no mistake, Ja-
maica Bay is alive.” 

Hendrick, Sigal and 
members of the crew will 
be on hand for a post-
screening discussion at 

the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image. 

There Hendrick hopes 
to continue his mission 
to save Jamaica Bay. 

“It’d say it comes down 
to two words — educate 
and inspire. I can’t tell 
you how many people I’ve 
met in recent years who 
never heard of Jamaica 
Bay. And not only people 
living far away … people 
right here in New York 
City,” Hendrick said. “We 
want to show people what 
the bay is, who the people 
are and what challenges 
are ahead. And second, 
we want to inspire. Ja-

maica Bay faces so many 
challenges, especially 
after Hurricane Sandy. 
The more people who 
care about the bay, and 
are inspired by what they 
see, the better off the bay 
will be.”

For Sigal, the future 
of the bay comes down to 
one question. 

“Can the bay be 
saved?” Sigal asked. “It’s 
going to take a massive 
effort.”

 Tickets for the Queens 
World Film Festival can 
be purchased at www.
queensworldfilmfestival.
com.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Hillcrest High School ac-
tress Benne McCants has con-
quered the New York stage, 
and now is on her way to take 
on the rest of the country. 

Benne earned second place 
in LeAp’s NYC August Wilson 
Monologue Competition held 
at the MMAC Theater in Man-
hattan last week. 

She will now represent the 
city in the national finals slat-
ed to take place at Broadway’s 
August Wilson Theatre May 2. 

“I did this program last 
year as a junior, and I didn’t 
make it to the citywide, but 
this time, I worked, and I used 
everything, and I just gave it 
my all,” Benne said. “It’s such 
an honor, and it feels amaz-
ing.”

Benne performed a mono-
logue from the character Vera 
in Wilson’s 1995 play “Seven 
Guitars.” 

The play, one of Wilson’s 
10 works that make up his 
Pittsburgh Cycle detailing 
the African-American experi-
ence during the 20th century, 
is set in the 1940s and revolves 

around seven characters and a 
funeral. 

Two other students from 
Hillcrest, senior Raychel Dor-
mon and junior Alleah Ed-
wards, also participated in the 
competition. Both performed 
monologues from Wilson’s 
play “Fences.”

This was the eighth edi-
tion of Learning through an 
Expanded Arts Program’s Au-
gust Wilson monologue com-
petition.

As part of the year-long 
program, students examine 
Wilson’s life, influences and 
work as part of the process. 

“We are so proud of our stu-
dents who have fully embraced 
Wilson’s work and are sensi-
tively and beautifully inhabit-
ing his rich characters,” Alice 
Krieger, director of LeAp’s Au-
gust Wilson Program, said.

Yancy Perez, from Man-
hattan’s Repertory Company 
High School for Theatre Arts, 
earned first place. Sarah Ro-
driguez, of Brooklyn’s Edward 
R. Murrow High School, was 
chosen as an alternate. 

“This program has im-
pacted me in ways I couldn’t 

even imagine,” Benne said. 
“It never occurred to me how 
deeply something can hit you, 
how you can tell someone 
else’s story. I’ve learned that if 
I put my mind to it, that I can 

do anything.”

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 39 

Film Fest

Hillcrest High School student 
Benne McCants earned sec-
ond place for her performance 
of a monologue from August 
Wilson’s “Seven Guitars.” 

Photo courtesy LeAp

Hillcrest actresses shine in stage competition

Hillcrest High School students Raychel Dormon (l-r), Benne McCants 
and Alleah Edwards took part in the eighth annual New York City August 
Wilson Monologue Competition last week at the MMAC Theater in 
Manhattan.  Photo courtesy LeAp

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Director of photography David Sigal (l) and Dan Hendrick (r) 
speak with an advocate about Jamaica Bay during the early 
days of filming their documentary. 
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show — as they compete to 
be the best speller in Putnam 
County.
When: Through March 20
Where: Marathon Little 
Theater, 245-37 60th Ave., 
Douglaston

Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children under 12
Contact: (917) 647-7526
Website: www.marathonjcc.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 

Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, 
(718) 225-7382

Theater
Continued from Page 38 

At Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center

Serving Lunch & Dinner

“Enhance Your Steak Experience” 
with our 

SIGNATURE STEAKS
$12.99 & UP

Sun ~ Thur: 11am 10pm
Fri ~ Sat:    11am - 11pm

Visit our website: www.Outback.com

23 - 48 Bell Blvd., Bayside  
718-819-0908

Reasonably Priced Gift Certificates Available!

TAKE 15% OFFTTPerfect for sharing

BLOOMIN’ ONION

Neal Myers has returned to 
NYC after a three-year hiatus 
in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, where he was the 
Executive Chef at the Wentworth 
Hotel.

Chef Myers previously was the 
Executive Chef of some of the best steak houses in NYC such as 
Bobby Vans, The Palm Restaurant and Ben Benson’s where Bob 
Hope once exclaimed “There is a real chef in the kitchen.”

Neal was also the Executive Chef of George O’Neill’s on 50th Street. 
So now Neal has come full circle to be with the O’Neill Family again. 
“It has always been my dream to work with George O’Neill again” 
Chef Myers says.

Come to O’NEILL’S and experience mouth watering 
cuisine under the guidance of Chef Neal Myers. 

You’ll be glad you did.

O’Neill’s Restaurant and Catering  

HAPPENINGS at 

O’NEILL’S
NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers

Center, 131-Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

Queens World Film Festival 
— More than 140 movies 
representing 23 countries will 
be screened as part of the sixth 
annual fi lm festival held over six 
days throughout the borough. 
When: March 15 -20 
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, Secret 
Theatre, PS 69 and All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church
Cost: $12/per screening, $9/
seniors and students
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

MUSIC

Nataliya Medvedovskaya — 
The award-winning composer 
and pianist performs works 
by Mozart, Chopin, Ravel and 
herself as part of the Metis 
Concert Series.
When: Saturday, March 19, at 
7 pm

Where: Community Church 
of Little Neck, 46-16 Little 
Neck Parkway
Cost: $15-$30
Contact: (718) 229-2534
Website: www.
facebook.com/
metisconcertseriesqueens

DANCE

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Co. — 
Choreographer Nai-Ni Chen 
creates dances that combine 
modern American dance 
with elements of Asian art. 
When: Sunday, March 13, at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Boda Mexicana Wedding 
— Attend a south-of-the-
border wedding as Calpulli 
Mexican Dance Co. presents a 
celebration of love, music and 
dance. 
When: Through March 20, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40/adults, $37/
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 729-3880

Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Children’s Garden Open 
House— Get digging at this 
annual event with planting 
activities and garden 
crafts. Program is open for 
children ages 2 to 10. Junior 
Naturalists, for ages 11 to 14, 
has been added this year. 
When: Saturday, March 12, at 
1 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Continued from Page 40 

Arts
batim from interviews 
conducted in 1993. 

One thing Horvath 
said the audience should 
expect is to hear a range 
of different opinions. 

“I think in our cu-
rated Facebook feed of a 
world we live in now, we 
tend to become a bit of an 
echo chamber,” Horvath 
said. “We say one thing 
and listen to the people 
that agree with us.” 

In keeping with the 
goals of Smith’s original 
play, Horvath said he 
wants his production to 
make the audience more 
empathetic. 

“Hearing the voice 
of a South Central gang 

member coming out of 
an 18-year-old female 
English major might 
make you hear their 
story differently instead 
of dismissing it,” Hor-
vath said. He added that 
it’s all about listening to 
people we would normal-
ly think of as “other.”

Horvath, who has 
been a professional actor 
for 25 years, is directing 
his sixth production.

“This is my first time 
directing this play, and 
I was exposed to it back 
in college, but this is an 
experience for all of us,” 
he said. 

The play’s theme is 
extremely timely, al-
though it will soon be 
25 years since the vid-
eotaped police beating 
of King brought police 

brutality and racial in-
equality to the forefront 
of the public’s attention. 

With many of the 
social issues that rever-
berate today, Horvath 
gave his thoughts on the 
play’s relevance.

“I’m sorry to say I 
was optimistic enough 
that the news cycle 
would’ve shifted by the 
time the play was ac-
tually going to be per-
formed, and that people 
would be thinking about 
elections or something 
else,” Horvath said. 
“These incidents of po-
lice brutality being put 
on camera specifically 
because of the Rodney 
King beating was one of 
the very first times the 
media got a glimpse of 
this kind of beating.”

Continued from Page 39 

‘Twilight’
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Reid’s “Vine Danc-
ers” series evokes an 
otherworldly quality, 
while her Olana tree 
trunk images bring one 
friendly giant’s story to 
life. The Olana’s intri-
cate texture—crevices 
and lines, asymmetri-
cal planes, swirls, and 
earthy hues—particu-
larly caught her eye.  

Her portfolio is also 
full of iridescent-looking 
florals: blue, teal and 
violet-hued garden close-
ups titled “Solar Star,” 
“Tulip Duet,” and “Calla 
Blue,” as well as amazing 
leaf captures, like “blue 
suede,” “study in satin,” 
and “study in velvet.”  

Employing a hand-held 
camera using available 
light to capture her sub-
jects, the self-taught artist 
works from her Manhat-
tan studio, where she cre-
ates and prints images. 
Reid’s trusty Epson 9880 
printer recently generated 
her show’s signature im-
age, “Vine Dancer 10.”  

“Every digital capture 

contains a broad range 
of color and light infor-
mation, most of which 
is ignored in creating a 

classic photograph,” she 
explained. 

Having spent her 
young adult years in For-

est Hills Gardens, Reid 
recalled the “giants” that 
still live there. “Back 
then, Ascan Avenue was 

shaded its full length 
by cathedral-arched 
branches of tall Dutch 
Elm trees,” she said.

Buddingh’ said he 
is honored to share ele-
ments of the trees which 
have existed on earth for 
millions of years with 
QBG visitors.

Reid added: “My pho-
tos are the voice of the 
trees I have had the plea-
sure to know. I will step 
back and let them speak 
in their own way.”

Visitors can meet the 
artists at two  events: 
Arbor Fest, Sunday, 
April 24, at 2 pm; Clos-
ing Reception, Sunday, 
May 1, from 2 pm - 4 
pm.

Continued from Page 37 
Trees

Frank Buddingh’ calls himself a Tree Art Creator, and made 
this collage for the marketing of the exhibtion at the 
Queens Botanical Garden.  Photo courtesy Frank Buddingh’

Carol Reid’s photograph “Vine Dancers” is being used as part 
of the marketing material for Portraits of Tall Friends, on 
display at the Queens Botancial Garden through May 1.  

Photo courtesy Carol Reid

IF YOU GO

“Portraits of 
Tall Friends”

When: Through May 1
Where: Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-
50 Main St., Flushing 
Cost: Free through 
March 31; After April 1 — 
$4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3.
Contact: (718) 886-
3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Superb Spanish
and Continental 
Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch & Dinner

All Major
Credit Cards 

Accepted

Please specify Regular Dining Room or Ballroom
when making reservations

Available for Private Parties & Catering
Private Facilities for Business Meetings & Personal Functions,

250 Person Maximum

Treat your Family to a 
Dining Experience for 

Easter Sunday

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

www.Marbella-restaurant.com

DINNER THEATRE MUSICAL
Encore Performance “Simply Me”

A Show About Everything (Almost)

Thursday April 7th at 6:30pm
Featuring Mitchell Robert with his musicians
John Bowen - Musical Director & Keyboard

David Shaich - Bass, Match Endick - Sax, Flute, Clarinet 
and Eric Redlefsen - Drums 

$49pp plus tax & gratuity includes superb Spanish Cuisine
Limited Seating Available.

Advanced Reservations Required

FOR RESERVATIONS p: 718-423-0100
f: 718-423-0102 • e: contact@MarbellaRestaurant.com

220-33 Northern Blvd. • Bayside, New York 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Pkwy)

FLAMENCO DINNER SHOW
Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 6:30pm

Featuring renowned Flamenco Guitarist Cristian Puig
With “Flamenco y Sol” www.fl amencoysol.com

$45pp plus tax & gratuity 
includes superb Spanish Cuisine

Limited Seating Available.
Advanced Reservations Required

RESTAURANT
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BY GABRIEL ROM

The Queens kosher pizza 
market is a crowded one. 

Especially in Kew Garden 
Hills, where there are at least 
five pizza joints within a one-
mile radius of Main Street. 

But The New Pizza Profes-
sor, which opened last month 
on 14-125 Jewel Ave., has some-
thing the others do not: name 
recognition.

The space has seen a num-
ber of kosher restaurants 
come and go. 

After poor management and 
legal issues, the former Pizza 
Professor, known throughout 
Queens, was forced to close in 
2012. 

Since then, a burger joint 
known as the Burger Profes-
sor and a Hibatchi steakhouse, 
came and went. 

But the new restaurant’s 
owners hope their venture is 
here to stay.

“We saw a space open and 
we took it,” said David Mirz, 
who co-owns the store along 
with Joseph Jakubov and Sal 
Isakov.

“We made it into the same 
pizzeria that it was, we kept 
the name, the ingredients, ev-
erything.”

The restaurant, which is 
under the strict supervision 
of the Vaad Harabonim of 
Queens, the borough’s rab-

binic council, offers signature 
pies that include the Flaming 
Professor, the Israeli Profes-
sor and the Smokey Professor. 
The restaurant’s more offbeat 
offerings include baked curly 
fries, a chocolate pie and a pea-

nut butter and jelly pie. More 
traditional pies, like cheese 
and jalapeño, are also offered.

The store has been open for 
a few weeks, and Mirz said the 
response from Queens and be-
yond has been tremendous.

On a recent Tuesday af-
ternoon, a line snaked out 
the door and onto the street 
while a harried delivery man 
seemed to be perpetually run-
ning to-go pies from the store 
and into his van.

Capitalizing on the recogni-
tion of the former restaurant, 
Mirz said he has customers 
from across Long Island, Five 
Towns and as far out as North 
New Jersey.

The space, cramped with 
minimal seating area, is best 
suited for delivery.

Nevertheless, the atmo-
sphere remains warm and 

welcoming. A visitor is im-
mediately struck by the sense 
that customers and workers 
all seem to know each other.

“It’s a family environment,” 
Mirz said. “Everyone from the 
neighborhood comes through 
here — family, friends, every-
body.”

Mirz has big plans and 
hopes to franchise the restau-
rant around the city.

“We’re just trying to keep 
our reputation up,” he said. 
“Out of everybody, kosher and 
non-kosher, we’ve got the best 
tasting pizza.”

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast

Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 

Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Kew Gardens gets schooled in pies
The New Pizza Professor on Jewel Avenue adds another kosher place to the mix

The New Pizza Professor serves kosher pies in Kew Garden Hills. 

David Mirz (l-r), Sal Isakov and Joseph Jakubov are co-owners of The 
New Pizza Professor in Kew Gardens Hills.

Send information 
on your organization’s 
networking meetings, 
special business confer-
ences, personnel promo-
tions and other corporate 
news by e-mail to: 

kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com

Business news 
from Queens 
is requested
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sunday afternoon as the 
NYPD flooded into the neigh-
borhood in a desperate search 
for Dillon. The attacks began 
at 11:20 a.m. when Dillon alleg-
edly slashed a woman, Berth 
Carpio, 39,  near 25-69 36th St., 
according to police. 

Dillon struck again just 
after 3 p.m. when he allegedly 
stabbed 55-year-old George 
Patouhas, a popular figure in 
the neighborhood, inside his 
liquor store at 38-18 Astoria 
Blvd., said Diane Pizzuti, the 
commander of Patrol Borough 
Queens North.  Then a 61-year-
old homeless  man was sprayed 
with an accelerant and lit on 
fire, Pizzuti said.

Patouhas was taken to 
Mount Sinai Hospital of 
Queens, where he was pro-
nounced dead while the victim 

who was set ablaze was taken 
to Cornell-Presbyterian Hos-
pital in Manhattan, where he 
was listed in stable condition, 
according to the NYPD. 

The manhunt was on and 
at one point the Grand Central 
Parkway was closed down for 
an evidence search by investi-
gators.

Just after 5 p.m., a woman 
called 911 and reported a bur-
glary in progress at 30-65 42nd 
St. The caller told dispatchers 
that a white man, believed to 
be the suspect, was fleeing 
down a fire escape.

The two officers from the 
Critical Response Team, an 
inspector and a lieutenant, en-
countered Dillon at 5:40 p.m. at 
25-38 36th St. They demanded 
he drop a knife and a Corona 
bottle containing caustic liq-
uid, police said.

When Dillon refused, he 
allegedly sprayed the two of-
ficers with the liquid, causing 

burns to their faces and hands, 
the NYPD said. The officers 
fired their weapons, shooting 
the suspect, according to Piz-
zuti.

“This has been a very un-
usual day here in Astoria,” 
she said.

The officers were taken to 
Cornell-Presbyterian Hospi-
tal, where they were treated 
and released. The suspect 
was transported to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where he was 
listed in critical condition.

As of Wednesday evening, 
Dillon remained hospitalized 
and his arraignment was pend-
ing, according to the Queens 
District Attorney’s office.

Meanwhile, the NYPD re-
futed a report in the New York 
Post that Dillon might have 
stabbed a man in Jackson 
Heights during his Sunday 
rampage.

cording to the spokesman.
“In my opinion, DOT’s plan 

for Woodhaven-Cross Bay Bou-
levard could wind up being 
nothing more than a careless 
and irresponsible use of city 
dollars and that should not be 
tolerated by residents who live 

and travel along this corridor 
every day,” Addabbo said. “For 
$400 million, I believe the city 
can do better.”

According to Capital Plan 
Highlights from DOT’s Report 
on the fiscal 2017 preliminary 
budget and the fiscal 2016 
preliminary mayor’s man-
agemen report, there will be 
an increase in planned com-
mitments of $123.2 million 

in fiscal 2018 to fast track the 
construction of the SBS route 
past the Rockaway Boulevard-
Liberty Avenue intersection 
and deep into the Rockaway 
peninsula.

That increase brings total 
planned commitment for the 
Woodhaven Select Bus route 
to $151.9 million in the fiscal 
2016-2019 plan.

lion on docks and capital costs 
for the ferries, in addition to 
subsidizing the service.

Addabbo also noted a prom-
ise made by de Blasio when 

announcing the resurrected 
ferry service. According to 
Addabbo, the mayor commit-
ted to choosing an operator 
that would provide newly con-
structed boats for this project, 
a promise which the senator 
said must be kept. He also be-
lieves the community, or at 
least the city, should be able to 

inspect the boats from a poten-
tial ferry operator prior to any 
final deal being signed.

Addabbo also said he also 
wants to explore the commu-
nity’s funding request, made 
through NY Rising, for rough-
ly $8 million to build a proper 
dock for these boats and their 
riders to use. 

The audience, mostly older 
and mostly Democrat, mur-
mured in quiet disapproval.

“Because of the impor-
tance of the ninth judge, the 
election is now not just about 
the president but the tenor 
of American law for the next 
two decades,” he said.

As the lecture continued, 
Hevesi goaded the audience 
to engage with him.

“You’re all I get since I’m 
retired,” he said.

The audience seemed 
more keen to argue with his 
political beliefs than with 
his political past as the only 
mention of Hevesi’s extensive 
legal problems came from 
Hevesi himself.

Hevesi said his political 
allegiance was with fellow 
Democrat Hillary Clinton,  
he believed she would ulti-
mately win the presidency 
in a landslide. Explaining 
his past with Clinton, Hevesi 
said that “when I got into my 
trouble, which no one has 
mentioned because you are 
all very polite, Hillary stood 
by me.” 

Hevesi resigned as state 
comptroller in December 
2006. A plea deal spared him 
time behind bars for having a 
state driver chauffeur his ail-
ing wife. Clinton was the U.S. 
senator from New York.

In October 2010, he plead-
ed guilty to investing $250 
million in pension funds with 
the private equity firm Mark-
stone Capital Partners in ex-

change for $1 million in gifts, 
campaign donations and paid 
trips to Italy and Israel.  

He went on to make a case 
for increased regulation of 
guns while he probed the au-
dience to consider their abor-
tion beliefs more carefully.

“He really shouldn’t be 
talking about this,” a woman 
muttered.

“What is he, a doctor?” an-
other said.

Hevesi contended that the 
point of having such uncom-
fortable discussions was to 
raise issues that weren’t be-
ing debated.

“I don’t know what better 
defines the complexity and 
intricacy of lawmaking more 
than the abortion question-
-and it’ll never go away,” 
Hevesi retorted.

Upbeat throughout, Heve-
si expressed confidence in 
the resiliency of the Ameri-
can political system.

“Understand that even 
with all this ugliness, on Jan-
uary 20, the new president is 
inaugurated, and the former 
president who controls the 
world’s strongest military 
will shake his hand and go 
off as a private citizen. Where 
else does that happen?”

When asked after the de-
bate whether he had any aspi-
rations to rejoin political life, 
Hevesi shook his head no.

“I’d rather hug my grand-
kids.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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Select Buses

be slated to begin as early as 
January 2017.

“So many of our schools 
have a laundry list of what 
needs improvement or down-
right replacement,” Avella 
said. “We can never do enough 
for our schools, but we can 

make sure that every year we 
chip a handful of things off 
that list. I’m always eager to 
fund projects that will give 
students the facilities and re-
sources that will encourage 
their interests and help their 
studies. Principal Michael 
Athy has recommended the 
perfect set of improvements to 
that end, and I’m glad to help 
restore the aging auditorium 

and athletic field house.”
Avella added that this type 

of discretionary funding from 
elected officials was especially 
important, as many schools in 
the area do not get Title I fund-
ing to cover students from 
lower-income neighborhoods, 
which is renewed yearly. Bay-
side is receiving Title I fund-
ing this year.

Continued from Page 5 

Avella

number of households earn-
ing at least $100,000 more than 
doubled, from 8 to 17 percent, 
while the population in almost 
every other income bracket 

fell. In the southwest sections 
 of Elmhurst and Corona, 15 
percent were living in poverty 
while in the northeast part  the 
number was 23 percent, ac-
cording to the data. 

“I actually think they are 
just picking and choosing cen-
sus data and I think some of it 

is pulling at straws,” Chu said. 
“I think they should have come 
out and walked the neighbor-
hoods and interviewed resi-
dents and some of the civic 
organizations that are out 
here. I think that would have 
added some credibility to their 
study.”

Continued from Page 5 

Stavisky

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 11–17, 2016 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Rawle Alkins will not be 
returning home to play col-
lege basketball.

The former Christ the 
King star and Canarsie na-
tive passed on the chance to 
return to New York City and 
play at St. John’s when he 
verbally committed to Arizo-
na on ESPN Monday. Alkins 
picked Coach Sean Miller 
and the Wildcats over the 
Red Storm, North Carolina, 
N.C. State and UNLV. He let 
out an exhale after the words 
Arizona left his lips.

“It’s a relief, getting that 
stuff away,” Alkins said on 
the broadcast.

Arizona came on strong 
for the 6-foot-4 Alkins, who 
is currently playing at Word 
of God Academy (N.C.). The 
Wildcats were a late addition 

to the five-star recruit’s final 
list of suitors, but was the last 
team standing. He noted the 
importance of the relation-
ship he forged with Miller 
and assistant coach Emanuel 
“Book” Richardson.  Arizona 
is 24-7 and currently ranked 
No. 15 in the Associated Press 
Top 25.

“One thing when I took 
that college visit that really 
stuck with me was the fact 
that winning was the only op-
tion with them,” Alkins said. 
“Coach Miller just stresses 
winning.”

Alkins, sporting a gray 
suit and blue tie, which was 
revealed to have an Arizona 
logo, said he didn’t realize 
how far basketball could get 
him until he was a freshman 
at Christ the King guarding 
current Fordham guard Jon 

Continued on Page 553

Rawle Alkins, seen here playing for Word of God Academy (N.C.),  verbally 
committed to Arizona on March 7.  Photo by Robert Cole 

Ex CK star Alkins 
to play for Arizona

Chuck Granby leaves be-
hind a legacy of winning 
games and saving lives.

The legendary Campus 
Magnet (formerly Andrew 
Jackson) boys’ basketball 
coach, who died of natural 
causes at the age of 81 on March 
1, was the first PSAL coach to 
reach 700 victories, finishing 
with a then-PSAL record 722 
wins before he retired in 2014. 
That number may be the one 
he is most known for, but it’s 
not the most impactful one 
from his 45 years of coaching.

“I’m sure there are at least 
50 to 100 kids who would be 
dead or in jail if it wasn’t for 
him,” said Benjamin Cardozo 
coach Ron Naclerio, the cur-
rent PSAL wins leader. “He 
was in a tough school with a 

lot of tough kids, a lot of inner 
city kids. It was more than just 
winning basketball games.”

That was the code Granby 
built all of his on- and off-court 
teaching around, while win-
ning 24 division titles, seven 
Queens championship and the 
city crown in 1985. His teams 
did not lose a home game from 
1972 to 1985, but the college 
degrees and careers his play-
ers earned after they finished 
playing for him meant so much 
more. 

Basketball was a means to 
an end.

“To me, he was more of 
a life coach,” said Ken Vick-
ers, his assistant coach for 10 
years. “He taught life to the 
kids and directed them in the 
way they should go. When you 
were around Coach Granby—
even for myself—it was like go-
ing to school. He taught life.”

The linchpin for that edu-
cation was Granby’s famous” 
ugly life speech” that laid out 
how dismal and difficult your 
existence would be without a 
college education.

Granby’s program pro-

duced countless college basket-
ball standouts. Former players 
Boo Harvey, who starred at 
St. John’s, and current Knick 
Kyle O’Quinn both played in 
the NBA. But those weren’t 
the only people he propped up 
as role models. He would bring 
back former players who were 
sanitation workers and fire-
fighters to speak to his kids.

“He brought in people who 
have regular jobs, police offi-
cers, blue-collar people, hard-
working people,” said former 
player Haron Hargrave, who 
went on to play at Division I 
Sacramento State. “That is the 
real world.”

Granby practiced in his 
own life what he preached. He 
played basketball at national-
ly ranked Bradley University 
and was part of a NIT cham-
pionship team in 1960 with 
future Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame mem-
ber Chet Walker. When his ca-
reer ended, he took a job as a 
physical education teacher at 
Andrew Jackson before retir-
ing in 1996. He coached for 18 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Chuck Granby in his Jamaica apartment with his daughter Robyn Granby-Poole Photo by Christina Santucci

A legend’s life lessons
Campus Magnet coach Chuck Granby made big impact

Continued on Page 53
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2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2005 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
57K MILES #23093T

$11,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

41K MILES #23111T

$9,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #23128

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995
2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995
2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

WE HAVE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
1.9%

EVERY MAKE! E
SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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2007 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #23008T

$8,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LE AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #22887T

$22,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
#22675T

$16,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
52K MILES #22711T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
28K MILES #22703T

$19,995
2013 HONDA CIVIC COUPE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
32K MILES #22747T

$9,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE
...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED

CALL LIZ @ 
718-445-2525

EVERY MODEL!
CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED NICE

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED3RD ROW

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

SPORTS
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BY MERLE EXIT

The Knights are champi-
ons again.

The second-seeded Queens 
College women’s basketball 
team earned the ECC Champi-
onship for the second year in 
a row Sunday, this time with 
a win of 60-54 over fourth-
seeded Roberts Wesleyan at 
the UDC Sports Complex in 
Washington, D.C.

The three Rowland sis-
ters were rolling, as Madison 
led the Knights in scoring 
with 17 points and added 10 
rebounds. MacKenzie was 
relentless near the hoop, scor-
ing 16 points and grabbing a 
game-high 19 rebounds, while 
Merrick connected on three 
three-pointers on her way 
to scoring 13 points. Kristen 
Korzevinski, who scored 30 
points in an 82-56 win Satur-
day against District of Colum-
bia, chipped in eight points 

against Roberts Wesleyan.
“It’s an amazing feeling, 

but I couldn’t have done it 
without my team,” said MacK-
enzie Rowland, the game’s 

MVP. “Everyone put in all 
their effort this weekend.”

MacKenzie Rowland said 
that having her two sisters 
on the team made the games 

even more special, calling it 
“a family thing.”

The Knights never fell be-
hind, even in a slow first quar-
ter that ended with a score of 
just 12-6. The gap closed dur-
ing the second quarter, with 
Queens seizing the first dou-
ble-digit lead before Roberts 
Wesleyan rallied to an 18-16 
advantage.  A Mackenzie Row-
land jumper closed the first 
half and gave the Knights a 
20-16 lead at the break.

The second half saw all 
three Rowland sisters run-
ning rampant, with help 
from Korzevinski. With 15.6 
seconds to go in the game, 
the score was 57-52 and there 
was still some hope for Robert 
Wesleyan. But then, freshman 
guard Kaitlyn Mahon scored 
on three of four free throws 
to secure the Knights’ second 
straight championship.

“Everybody in the confer-
ence made it tough for us,” 

said Queens Coach Bet Nau-
movski.  “It was definitely an 
accomplishment to go back-to-
back and I’m proud of them…
We pushed the tempo a little 
bit more in the second half as 
I thought the offense was a lit-
tle stagnant, and was watch-
ing MacKenzie, in particu-
lar. A few offensive rebounds 
helped us along the way.”

After losing early last 
year in the NCAA Division II 
Women’s Basketball Champi-
onship, Naumovski believes 
her team can produce better 
results in this year’s tourna-
ment, which starts the first 
week in April.

“We are confident as we 
have already beaten the teams 
that are going into it,” Nau-
movski said.  “When you’re 
going into a [tournament] that 
you’ve only experienced one 
time, we know what to expect 
and we will be more ready.”

The Queens College women's basketball team celebrates its second 
straight ECC tournament title. Photo Courtesy of Queens College

Queens College nabs second straight ECC crown

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Coach Steve Tsai and star 
Sierra Green both emerged 
from the Francis Lewis locker 
room shaking their heads in 
disbelief. 

Their second-seeded Fran-
cis Lewis girls’ basketball 
team is heading back to the 
championship game for the 
second time in three years, 
but even they weren’t sure 
how. 

The Patriots rallied from 10 
points down in the third quar-
ter and seven in the fourth 
to eke out a win against No. 
3 Truman 48-47 in the PSAL 
Class AA girls’ basketball 
semifinals at CCNY Tuesday.

“I don’t even know how we 
won that game, but at least we 
were able to pull it through” 
Tsai said.

They did so with point 
guard and 1,000-point scorer 
Taliyah Brisco (11 points), cen-
ter Sabrina Clement fouling 
out in the fourth quarter and 
Truman dominating the re-
bounding battle on both ends. 
The Patriots scored as many 
points in the fourth quarter 
(24) as they didn’t in the first 
three quarters combined.

“It was an ugly win, we 
didn’t play how we were sup-
pose to,” Green said. 

Lewis (22-3) took the lead 

for good on a Rebecca Oxford 
layup off a steal by Green 
(eight points). Dominique Wil-
liams (nine points) split a pair 
of free throws to give her team 
a 48-45 lead with 35.1 seconds 
to go in the contest. Reserve 
guard Sabrina Vitale chipped 
in an all-important 10 points.

“Everybody pitched in a 
little bit, just to help us to even 
get close to Truman and then 
we finally took a lead,” Tsai 
said.

Closing it out was as dif-
ficult and wacky as the game 
itself. After two Aneisha Ly-
ons free throws, Truman (19-
8) had one more chance to go 
ahead with 11.9 seconds left. 
Lyons threw the ball in the 
backcourt after being trapped 
in the corner. Dyona Davis 
gave up on it, allowing Green 
to collect it. She missed the 
ensuing layup. Davis, who 
scored 19 points, grabbed the 
rebound, but kicked the ball 
away while trying to dribble 
up court before the final buzz-
er sounded.

“I guess I was too excited.” 
Green said of the layup.

There was little to be excit-
ed about for Lewis until Vitale 
provided a much-needed spark 
early in the fourth. She scored 
seven points in the first 3:48 
of the frame, including two 
3-pointers and her steal led to 

a Green hoop that put Lewis 
up 39-38 with 4:07 to play in the 
game. 

“I knew I had to keep mak-
ing shots in order to stay up 
and the rest of my team got 
confidence from it, too,” Vitale 
said. 

Tsai knows his team must 
play better if it is going to beat 
No. 1 South Shore in the title 
game 10 a.m. Saturday at the 
World’s Most Famous Arena. 
The Vikings, who Lewis beat 
for the title in 2014, won their 
regular season meeting 64-44 

back in early January. 
The task ahead is tough, 

but the Patriots’ four seniors—
who already own one title—
are hungry for more. 

“One last run,” Green said. 
“One last run. That’s all I can 
say.”

Francis Lewis wing Dominique Williams leaps in the air to make a pass against Truman in the semifinals. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Lewis takes down Truman to reach fi nals
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Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 3/31/16.
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let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�

N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT     

7277272222272722222 T!TTNTNTNTNNNVEVVEVEVEVR ERRRRRUUUOUOUOUHOHOHOHHHOOOOOOURURUU VEVEVVEVEVEEURURURURHOHOHH UO R VHOOU ENTENTENENVENVENVEVE T!T!T!T!T!T!TTEN !!N
ALL ENDS SUNDAY AT 5PM!

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & 
Filter Changes
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York 
State Inspections

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle ServiceShuttle ServiceS

2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LS
Stk# 161335S, Reference# 46930, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 

Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $23,995

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $79 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $3,625 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $5,031

$129 $79
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

Stk# 161335S Referen

ALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT

$149 $79
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161058, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $29,295

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $149 or $79 1st payment, 
$1995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,199 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,576

2016 CHEVROLET2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE LIMITED LT

$129 $59
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# T0614, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cylinder 
Turbo, Bluetooth, 4G LTE. 1 Available! MSRP $22,300

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $59 1st 
payment, $495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $5,014 Factory Rebates and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096

Stk# 161257, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, Heated Front 
Seats, Bed Liner, Steps, Remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available! MSRP $45,120

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4

Lease is for 39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $299 or $239 1st payment, 
$2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$3,000 Factory Rebates and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $11,661

$299 $239
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

SILVERADO
Stk# 16944, Reference# 37697, Auto, 5.3L V8, A/C, ABS, Leather, 

Navigation, 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $559 or $509 1st 
payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,000 Factory Rebate, $2,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $21,801

$559 $509
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161174, Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger Seating, Heated Front 
Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,645

39 months through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per 
year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $237 or $199 1st payment, $2,495 
down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes $2,850 
Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $8,871

$227 $189
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE AWD LT


