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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council voted deci-
sively in favor of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s plan to rezone areas of 
the city to create more affordable 

housing Tuesday. His landmark 
legislation will link approval for 
increased development with the 
creation of more affordable units 
and dramatically slow the tide of 
residents being priced out of the 

longtime neighborhoods.
The Mandatory Inclusion-

ary Housing Plan that mandates 
affordable housing in newly re-
zoned areas passed by a vote of 
42-5 and will take effect shortly. 

Zoning for Quality and Afford-
ability that changes height and 
parking requirements passed by 
a vote of 40-6 with one abstention 
as protesters objected from the 
balcony of the council chamber.

“New York City is not the only 
city struggling with an affordable 
housing crisis, but it is the only 
one to pass a plan that will benefit 
half a million low-to-moderate in-
come people, build and preserve 
over 200,000 affordable housing 
apartments, and require develop-
ers to build affordable housing,” 
de Blasio said. “Years from now, 
when working-class families and 
seniors are living soundly in 
their homes without fear of being 
priced out, we will look back on 
this as a pivotal moment when we 
turned the tide to keep our city a 
place for all New Yorkers.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
called the passage of MIH and 
ZQA a “phenomenal accomplish-
ment” for the mayor.

“It’s a campaign promise kept 
and I was proud to be able to sup-
port it,” Dromm said. “While it’s 
not 100 percent perfect, for in-
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At the Boys Club in Flushing, Team Abbe is the winner for the second time in the Junior Battle Chefs competition with 
an Asian-inspired Szechuan shrimp hot-pot that had the judges asking for more.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

HOT STUFF

BY GABRIEL ROM

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway Park) 
announced last week that the 
2016-2017 state Assembly’s budget 
includes a proposal to fund a fea-
sibility study for the Long Island 
Rail Road’s old Rockaway Beach 
Rail Line.

The proposal, if adopted by 
the state Senate, would constitute 
the first guaranteed funding to 
go toward evaluating the much-
discussed rail line.

Goldfeder touted the funding 
as a “huge step” in the fight to re-
activate the line.

He said the proposal directs 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority to conduct a compre-
hensive feasibility study of the re-
activation of the Rockaway Beach 
Rail Line. 

The study requires that the 
MTA complete a comprehensive 
feasibility study and submit it to 
the governor and the leaders in 
both houses of the Legislature no 
later than March 1, 2017. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Two members of Congress’ Quiet Skies Cau-
cus from Queens say they are disappointed that 
a short-term Federal Aviation Administration 
bill passed by the House does not include aircraft 
noise provisions.

Pols want FAA bill 
to target plane noise

BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City 
arts and culture scene is 
about to add another insti-
tution. 

Jessica Lang Dance has 
chosen the neighborhood 
for its permanent home, 

joining the likes of the 
Chocolate Factory Theater, 
MoMA PS1, the Noguchi 
Museum, Socrates Sculp-
ture Park and the Secret 
Theatre.

Lang and her husband, 
Alvin Ailey dancer Kanji 
Segawa, moved into Long 

Island City in 2008 and no-
ticed that a dance venue 
was missing from the com-
munity’s cultural land-
scape.

“It’s something we’ve 
been talking about for a 
long time,” Lang said. “We 

Artists from the Jessica Lang Dance 
Center give their interpretation of 
a ground-breaking ceremony at the 
troupe's new Long Island City home. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Goldfeder asks 
Albany to fund
rail line study 

 Council approves rezoning plan
Changes called ‘most aggressive’ in country to deal with affordable housing
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Dance studio steps into LIC
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NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

To enter go to cnglocal.com/kathy  

Win a VIP Package* to see Kathy Griffi n Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffi n Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
for the

Performing Arts

Sunday, April 10
at 6 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy of Kathy Griffi n’s 
book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi n.” Contest entrants subject to Contest 
Rules & Conditions. For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win
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3Bayside HS celebrates its 80th birthday
Elected offi cials, alumni commemorate one of New York City’s oldest public high schools

BY GABRIEL ROM

Bayside High School 
began an early celebration 
of its 80th anniversary, 
making it one of the oldest 
public schools in the five 
boroughs.

At a ceremony Satur-
day, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
gathered with students, 
staff and alumni of the 
storied school to mark the 
occasion. The lawmakers 
presented proclamations 
declaring the importance 
of the school and the signif-
icance of the anniversary. 

Opened in 1936, and 
built during the Great De-
pression, Bayside High 
School was the first in the 
city to be constructed with 
federal funds from the New 
Deal-era Public Works Ad-
ministration. The school 
cost $2.5 million.

Gregg Sullivan, chair-
man of the Friends of 
Bayside High School, ran 

through many of the great 
historical events the school 
had borne witness to.

“This school takes us 
through a number of great 
human events,” he said. 

“The Great Depression, 
World War II, the Korean 
and Vietnam wars and the 
J.F.K. assassination.

The historical signifi-
cance of the school, and its 

80 years as a single entity, 
were themes each speaker 
touched on.

“You have to love what 
Bayside has been and is 
for the community,” Avel-

la said. “It is a historic 
school.”

Principal Michael Athy, 
speaking about his vision 
of the school—past, pres-
ent and future—said the 
success of Bayside is due to 
its legacy as one of the most 
rigorous and community-
oriented schools in the city.

“We are an intensely 
popular school,” Athy said, 
noting that in the past year 
13,000 applicants competed 
for 600 seats.“And to our 
alumni: We stand on your 
shoulders, and for that we 
are eternally grateful.”

Athy mentioned that 
more than 60 members of 
the school’s staff are alum-
ni, including Mindy Karten 
Bornemann.

K a r t en-B or nem a n n , 
class of ’75 and now a teach-
er at the school, said she 
remembers her time as a 
Baysider vividly.

“It’s a family—one of the 
few high schools that have 
stayed together over all this 
time. There is a real local 
group of people who come 
back, including me.”

Tony D’Aguanno, class 
of ’80, spoke of the school 
as one of the few respites 
during the city’s racially 
charged 1970s. 

“We existed in this little 
bubble where the racial 
tensions of the city and the 
history of the 1970s was all 
around us, yet we didn’t 
feel it in the school. It was 
almost surreal. There was 
lots of racial tension at oth-
er high schools, and none at 
ours.”

“This school is a living 
legend,” said Lester Speis-
er, a former principal of the 
school from 1973 to 1985.

“I see a building that 
has risen to the needs of 
this community and of this 
city.”

D’Aguanno now in his 
40s, approached him.

“Hi, Principal. I was a 
student of yours and This 
school was an anomaly for 
us,” D’Aguanno said.

Speiser clasped 
D’Aguanno’s hand.

“I’m so happy I could see 
you,” he said.

DHS responds to pressure after violent incidents at Verve shelter
BY BILL PARRY

After pressure from 
the 114th Precinct, elected 
officials and Community 
Board 1, the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
has upgraded security on 
Pam’s Place, the shelter for 
homeless women at the for-
mer Verve Hotel in Dutch 
Kills. 

Capt. Peter Fortune, the 
commanding officer of the 
114th Precinct, told a CB 1 
meeting in February that 
there had been two violent 
incidents at the shelter dur-
ing which his officers were 
injured, as well as several 
harassment complaints 
from area store owners.

That led to a series of 
meetings between the com-
mander and officials from 

DHS. At a Feb. 26 meeting 
with the Dutch Kills Civic 

Association, Fortune said 
his officers had responded 

to more than 300 911 calls 
concerning the shelter. He 
has had several more meet-
ings with DHD since.

“We have been working 
very closely with DHS to 
make Pam’s Place as safe as 
possible for the clients and 
the community,” Fortune 
said.

DHS said several mea-
sures have been implement-
ed in recent days at the shel-
ter, located at 40-03 29th St., 
starting with the transfer 
of 22 clients who were not 
complying with the Good 
Neighbor Policy. The policy 
continues, according to an 
agency spokeswoman.

Sera Security, which 
provides security at the 
shelter, has two marked ve-
hicles surveying the prem-
ises and conducting roving 

auto patrols from 8 a.m. 
to midnights and foot pa-
trols on a five-block radius 
around the shelter from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m.

There are currently 16 
security guards on duty at 
the shelter, according to 
DHS. They work in shifts 
with eight officers on duty 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., eight 
officers on duty from 3 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. and six officers on 
duty from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Acacia Network, the ser-
vice provider that operates 
the shelter, has an on-site 
care coordinator to coor-
dinate health and mental 
health services for clients 
and DHS has social work-
ers there to provide support 
with Client Independent 
Living Plans, training, 
technical assistance and 

client engagement.
Of the 200 women living 

at the shelter, 64 residents 
are participating in com-
munity day programs while 
50 clients are currently em-
ployed, according to DHS.

“The incidents at the 
Verve shelter are deeply 
concerning, and I’ve been 
working actively on this is-
sue with my fellow elected 
officials and other commu-
nity leaders,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “I’m 
glad that the Department of 
Homeless Services has in-
vested in upgrading secu-
rity at Pam’s Place, to keep 
residents and community 
members safe, but more 
needs to be done, and we 
will continue that work.”

David Solano, Michael Athy, Grace Meng and Gregg Sullivan (l-r) presenting a proclamation commem-
orating Bayside High School's 80th anniversary. Photo by Gabriel Rom 

The shelter for homeless women at the Verve hotel is getting 
more security after incidents of violence occurred last month. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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HARRY’S HABANA HUT

   CIGAR  LOUNGE
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Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services
1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com
55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

Man pleads guilty 
to animal abuse: DA
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Jamaica resident who 
pleaded guilty to abusing 
a puppy and will not be al-
lowed to own an animal for 
five years, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said..

As a condition of the plea 
arrangement on animal 
cruelty announced March 
17, Eric Ranger, 26, must 
also register with the city 
Department of Health as an 
animal abuser. The regis-
tration would mean Ranger 
could not buy or adopt a pet 
from city shelters, rescue 
groups or pet stores.

Between Nov. 17 and 
Dec. 23, 2015, Ranger was 
seen punching, choking 
and kicking the abused dog 
by two different eyewitness-
es, according to Queens DA 
Richard A. Brown. One 
of the eyewitnesses later 
heard the dog crying inside 
the stairwell of Ranger’s 
home. Police also obtained 
a video of Ranger punch-
ing and kicking the dog, ac-
cording to the DA. Ranger 
defended his actions to a 
neighbor by saying he was 
attempting to set the dog 
straight, Brown said.

On Dec. 23, the district 
attorney said, the NYPD 
carried out a search war-
rant and found the dog in-
side a milk crate that had 
been turned upside down. 
The crate was held in place 
by two cases of soda.

“The defendant had 

admitted to brutalizing a 
tiny puppy so much that 
people who observed the 
defendant walking the dog 
in the neighborhood called 
authorities to report the 
abuse,” Brown said in a 
statement. “As a result, the 
defendant will be banned 
from possessing any ani-
mal in the foreseeable fu-
ture and the little dog is 
now safe and protected.”

The puppy was brought 
to the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals and received an 
examination. The ASPCA 
found that despite the treat-

ment the dog was not in-
jured.. He was subsequent-
ly adopted and is doing well 
with his new family.

According to the Hu-
mane Society of the United 
States, it is difficult to as-
certain accurate statistics 
about the prevalence of ani-
mal cruelty in the country, 
as many acts of cruelty are 
never reported to authori-
ties.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The abused dog was described by the district attorney's of-
fice as a "small, dark pitbull mix" like the dog in the pho-
to. The dog was adopted by a family and is doing fine. 

Courtesy of dogbreedinfo.com
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

CB 7 rejects housing proposal for Muni Lot 3
BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 
voted against approving a 
proposal seeking to build 
affordable housing at  Mu-
nicipal Lot 3 in Flushing 
because a portion of the 
units would also be allo-
cated to residents living in 
the coverage areas of Com-
munity Boards 3 and 4. 

The project, known as 
One Flushing, consists of 
231 affordable apartments 
and a superintendent’s unit 
at the lot at 133-45 41st Ave. , 
which would include 66 
units of low-income senior 
housing.

The project would also 
provide up to 229 parking 
spaces, which would be 73 
more than the current 156 
spaces at the lot. 

In April, HPD Commis-
sioner Vicki Been chose 
Asian Americans for 
Equality, HANAC Inc. and 
Monadnock Development 
for the project’s develop-

ment team.
The city Department of 

Housing Preservation & 
Development’s affordable 
housing lottery rules man-
date that current and eli-

gible residents of the local 
community board receive 
preference for 50 percent of 
the units. 

But an HPD spokes-
woman said it is not guar-

anteed and that half of CB 
7’s allocation was granted 
to residents under Com-
munity Boards 3 and 4 after 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) asked the city 
to locate a public site near 
Willets Point for affordable 
housing.

CB7 covers Flushing, 
while CB 3 covers Jackson 
Heights and CB 4 covers 
Corona.

The agreement stemmed 
from concerns that afford-
able housing in the Willets 
Point Development Plan 
would not be completed in a 
timely manner, the spokes-
woman said. 

Ferreras could not be 
reached for comment.

CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty said he was willing to 
concede a small percentage 
of CB 7’s share but not half 
of it.

“I said I would give a 
small percentage, such as 5 
percent or 10 percent, but I 

would never give half of my 
allocation away as chair of 
the board,” Kelty said, not-
ing that residents in his 
district could benefit from 
affordable housing. 

John Kaiteris, HANAC’s 
executive director, said the 
preference selections were 
decided before his organi-
zation joined the develop-
ment team.

“They (CB 7) had no ob-
jection to the project, but 
they wanted to send a mes-
sage to the city about the 
preference,” Kaiteris said. 

Once the units set aside 
for people with disabilities 
are filled and the commu-
nity board and municipal 
employee preferences are 
implemented, the remain-
der of the units are open to 
any applicant, specifically 
for the other boroughs, the 
spokeswoman said.

But she stressed that 
all of the affordable apart-
ments are subject to the 
randomized housing lottery 

and that the shared com-
munity board preference 
was outlined in the Wil-
lets Point agreement made 
between City Hall and the 
City Council in 2013.

There are few public 
sites  in the area and Mu-
nicipal Lot 3 was one of two 
sites identified, the spokes-
woman said.

A second-floor commu-
nity facility area will offer 
a range of care services to 
support senior wellness, 
managed by AAFECare 
Flushing and HANAC 
in partnership with the 
Parker Jewish Institute for 
Healthcare and Rehabili-
tation. Building residents 
and seniors in the area can 
use the services. 

HANAC will also oper-
ate its Weatherization As-
sistance Program from the 
community facility area, 
which seeks to reduce heat-
ing and electrical costs and 
improve energy efficiency 
of residents’ homes. 

This is a rendering of a proposal to build affordable housing at the 
Municipal Lot 3 in Flushing. Photo courtesy HPD
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BY GABRIEL ROM

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks’s 
(D-Jamaica) path to re-
election just became much 
clearer. 

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) 
announced last week that 
he would be ending his cam-
paign for Congress and in-
stead focus his efforts on de-
fending his seat in the 10th 
District this fall. 

“As many are aware, I had 
recently explored a run for 
Congress because of the dire 
need I feel we have in over-
turning the current estab-
lishment overseeing south-
eastern Queens,” Sanders 
said in a press release.

“I wanted to rid the com-
placency, mediocrity and eth-
ical lapses from yet another 
elected seat that has been pre-
venting real improvements 
from being enacted in our 
neighborhoods,” he added. 
“But now that a Democratic 
majority is within our grasp 
in the statehouse we have the 

opportunity to do the good 
work that we’ve been striv-
ing to accomplish for so long, 
devoid of Republican obstruc-
tionism.”

State Sen. Dean Skelos (R-
Nassau), who wielded great 
power as the Senate majority 
leader,  was found guilty of 
federal corruption charges in 
January and is awaiting sen-
tencing. A battle for control of 
the Senate is being waged by 
both Republicans and Demo-
crats at this point.

Both Meeks and Sand-
ers Jr. have been involved in 
southeastern Queens politics 
for years.

Sanders represents the 
10th Senatorial District, 
which includes the neigh-
borhoods of Richmond Hill, 
South Ozone Park, Jamaica, 
Rochdale Village, Rosedale 
and parts of Far Rockaway.

He previously served in 
the City Council and spear-
headed legislation down-
zoning homes in Cambria 
Heights so that the neighbor-
hood would always retain its 
quality-of-life standards.

BY GABRIEL ROM

Two LeFrak City secu-
rity guards were honored 
by the 104th Precinct last 
week for solving the case 
of a missing man that had 
dogged police for more 
than a week in Decem-
ber.

Raymond Sosa and St. 
Aubyn Duncan received 
an Award of Recognition 
from 104th Capt. Mark 
Wachter at a monthly Pre-
cinct Community Council 
meeting.

“Usually on a missing 
persons case, we solve 
it in a day or two. Some-
times they’re runaways, 
sometimes they maybe 
locate to another state,” 
Wachter said. 

“But this was a unique 
case where we really 
didn’t know where this 
person went. He was gone 
for eight days and that’s 
quite unusual.”

The missing man 
knew no English and had 
been wandering the city’s 
streets for over a week. 

On their way to work, 
the two guards saw a 
missing persons poster 
at the Woodhaven Bou-
levard subway station. 
When they arrived at 
LeFrak City, Sosa saw a 
man, seemingly confused 
and distressed, who fit 
the poster’s description. 
He sprinted back to the 
subway station to make 
sure it was the same man, 

while his partner, Dun-
can, engaged the missing 
man in conversation. Sosa 
promptly returned, con-
firmed the man’s identity 
and the two guards alert-
ed police.

Wachter said that be-
cause of the quick action 
of the two guards, the 
man was reunited with 
his family and a tragedy 
was avoided.

“We want to say thank 
you and we want to give 
an award of recognition to 
these two security guards 
who basically saw some-
thing, remembered it, 

took action and reunited 
a missing person from an-
other country with their 
family,” Wachter said. 
“We see a lot of tragedies 
and we don’t know where 
this person could have 
wound up in another day 
or two.”

Sosa is a resident of the 
Bronx; he currently works 
at the Department of En-
vironmental Security as a 
security guard, stationed 
at LeFrak City. He is the 
assistant coach of a high 
school basketball team.

Before working at Le-
Frak City, Duncan was a 

member of the New York 
State National Guard, sta-
tioned in Fort Hamilton. 
He is an Army masonry 
specialist , licensed securi-
ty guard and also works at 
DEP as a security guard. 

His personal motto, 
which Wachter said he 
greatly admired, was 
“hard work, dedication 
and daughter.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564. U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (l) will not face a challenge for his seat from 

state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 

Security guards (l-r) Raymond Sosa and St. Aubyn Duncan received an appreciation award from 
the 104th Precinct for helping find a missing man. Gabriel Rom

Sanders leaves race 
 for Rep. Meeks’ seat104th honors guards

Security offi cers who found missing resident receive award
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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On March 14, the House 
approved the Airport and 
Airway Extension Act, 
which extends the operat-
ing authority of the FAA 
through mid-Jul, according 
to U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), one of the cau-
cus members. The FAA’s 
current operating author-
ity expires on March 31 and 
the last short-term exten-
sion began on Oct. 1, 2015.

Since 2012, the amount 
of airplane noise over 
Queens has increased sub-
stantially due to the FAA’s 
use of new flight patterns 
over the borough, Meng 
said, noting that this is the 
second time in five months 
that the House has passed a 
short-term measure with-
out anti-noise provisions. 

“Relief can’t come soon 
enough for Queens resi-
dents,” Meng said. “Some-
thing must be done to miti-
gate the barrage of airplane 
noise over our communi-
ties.” 

This past summer, Meng 
and the two other members 
of the caucus, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and U.S. Rep. Steve 
Israel (D-Melville), sent a 

letter to U.S. Rep. Bill Shus-
ter (R-Pa.), the Transporta-
tion Committee chairman, 
and U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio 
(D-Ore.), the ranking mem-
ber, calling for noise miti-
gation to be included in the 
FAA bill. 

One recommendation 
was a community engage-
ment process—including 
pre-decision public hear-
ings—for new flight paths 
or procedures or changes 
to existing flight paths and 
procedures.

Another mandates that 
the FAA use other noise 
metrics when evaluating 
the effect of aviation noise 
and reduce the acceptable 
noise threshold for homes 
and businesses in the flight 

paths. 
Other recommendations 

include clarifying that air-
port operators are legally 
allowed to carry out and 
should strongly consider 
noise relief options in com-
munities that experience 
aircraft noise levels below 
the current threshold, en-
abling the FAA to short-
circuit the environmental 
review process when imple-
menting new flight paths 
and requiring independent 
research on the health ef-
fects of aviation noise.  

Crowley said the flying 
public deserves a long-term, 
full reauthorization pack-
age that both stabilizes the 
FAA and addresses noise 
pollution. 

figured this was time to 
do something big and after 
seeing the changes over 
the years with all the de-
velopment, we knew this 
is where we wanted to put 
down roots.”

The Jessica Lang Dance 
Center will open in Septem-
ber after renovations to a 
6,100-square-foot space in 
a Plaxall warehouse at 5-39 
46th St. It will serve as the 
base for her dance company 
with performance and re-
hearsal studios.

Segawa will serve as the 
center’s director.

“The primary goal of my 
job is to provide happiness 
to the people in the com-
munity by offering acces-
sible dance classes to all,” 
he said. “After many years 
of my professional career 
as a dancer and teacher, I 
feel privileged to pursue 

my responsibility to share, 
inspire and contribute to 
the people. I also would 
like to make this center a 
bridge connecting people 
in the community to Jes-
sica’s beautiful work and 
company.”

It will also have commu-
nity space for dance lessons 
in creative dance, ballet 
and dance fundamentals 
for students beginning at 18 
months to adults. 

Borough President Me-
linda Katz attended the 
ground breaking ceremony 
Monday.

“Jessica Lang Dance has 
demonstrated commitment 
to education and commu-
nity engagement,” she said. 
“The arrival of the Jessica 
Lang Dance Center in Long 
Island City is an important 
addition to the borough’s 
cultural landscape of the 
arts.”

Since 1999, Lang has cre-
ated more than 92 works for 
commissions on companies 
worldwide, including the 

Birmingham Royal Ballet, 
The National Ballet of Ja-
pan and the Joffrey Ballet. 
American Ballet Theatre 
has presented her work at 
the Metropolitan Opera 
House.

“The creation of the Jes-
sica Lang Dance Center 
will provide a home for my 
work and company,” Lang 
said. “It is an incredibly 
special moment in my ca-
reer, and I am touched by 
the support I have had to 
make this tremendous en-
deavor possible. This cen-
ter will deepen my artistic 
experience while allowing 
me to connect to the com-
munity in which I live. My 
hope is that this center will 
be a place for anyone to con-
nect, imagine, move and be 
inspired.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Dance
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng and Joseph Crowley are again expressing 
disappointment over the absence of an aircraft noise provision in 
the Federal Aviation Administration bill. Photo by Michael Shain
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Holy Cross honors Judaism during Lenten 
season and helps build water wells in Africa

This Lenten season, Holy Cross’ 
Theology 10 Honors Seminar course 
has embarked on a journey of in-
depth study pertaining to the Gospels 
and life of Christ.  Students are cur-
rently engaged in seminar-style expe-
riences, which prompt them to apply 
their understanding of the develop-
ment of Christianity to the modern 
world.

Critical analyses of the Holocaust, 
as well as present day events that test 
our faith, are only two critical compo-
nents of the course.  In their pursuit 
of looking at Judaism during the Ho-
locaust and beyond, the Theology 10 
Honors Seminar course, following the 
Lenten theme of almsgiving, decided 
to make containers for tzedakah. 

Tzedakah is the Hebrew word 
for charity originating from the root 
word meaning righteousness, justice, 
or fairness.  A pushke, also known as 
a puszka, is a (traditionally tin can) 
container for collecting coins for the 
poor and is a popular item found in 
traditional Jewish homes.  Similarly, 
during Lent, the Catholic Church 
uses mite boxes for almsgiving. The 
historical content of the boxes allow 
students to identify altruistic tradi-
tions concerning the poor through the 

Jewish religion and by witnessing the 
caring for others within the Christian 
message of almsgiving as well. 

Through collaboration with the 
International Help of Missionaries 
Foundation, students utilized their 
handmade tzedakahs to collect do-

nations for the construction of water 
wells in under developed countries.  
The International Help of Missionar-
ies is an organization which directly 
aids villages in Africa to build water 
wells and provides people direct ac-
cess to clean water.  Holy Cross col-

lects for this organization, run by Don 
Magnotta each year, and will include 
the school’s generous contribution of 
approximately $2000.00 this April!  

To date, Holy Cross High School 
students have helped build three wa-
ter wells in Ghana!  Way to go, Theol-
ogy 10 Honors Seminar students as 
well as all who made this project pos-

sible!
For more information about the 

International Help of Missionaries 
Foundation, please visit www. ihmon-
line.org. 

Dr. Teresa Augustyniak Director 
of Communications and Marketing. 
Admissions: 718-886-7250, Ext. 558. 
Website: www.holycrosshs.org
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stance it doesn’t address 
those that are homeless 
right now, it is still a very 
good thing for New York 
City moving forward.”

After failing to win wide 
support from community 
boards and borough presi-
dents, the administration 
had to negotiate with a City 
Council in which many 
members wanted more 
units set aside for the city’s 
poorest residents. De Blasio 
agreed.

“Over the course of 
council negotiations, sig-
nificant changes were made 
to MIH and ZQA to address 
and respond to concerns 
of residents of the 26th 
District, including issues 
brought up by Community 
Boards 1 and 2,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “These 
changes have made MIH 
and ZQA stronger pieces 
of legislation, and turned 
them into bills that will al-
low more affordable hous-
ing while maintaining ex-

isting communities.”
Van Bramer represents 

Long Island City, which 
is one of seven areas that 
have been identified for re-
zoning under the new rule. 
Parts of Flushing are also 
in the mix.

“This bill isn’t perfect,” 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said. “But it 
sets a standard that pro-
vides a good baseline for 
neighborhoods to begin 
considering plans for real 
affordable housing for a va-
riety of incomes.”

In Astoria, nearly 20,000 
seniors are on waiting lists 
for housing -- the highest 
number in they city and al-
most double the number in 
the second highest district 
-- according to City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria).

“This agreement will 
ensure more senior hous-
ing is built while stay-
ing contextual to current 
neighborhood zoning,” 
Constantinides said. “The 
two community boards in 
our district, CB1 and CB3, 
are the only two in Queens 
that approved the propos-
als last year. This agree-

ment addresses many of 
their concerns and builds 
on their meaningful input. 
The overall plan will bring 
us forward in our efforts 
to keep our city affordable 
for working families and 
seniors.”

In certain areas of the 
borough such as Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley’s 
25th District, covering Mid-
dle Village, Glendale and 
Ridewood, the housing and 
rezoning plan has little af-
fect because it is comprised 
mainly of one- and two-
family homes. Other areas 
like Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland’s 21st 
District, which includes 
Corona, East Elmhurst and 
parts of Jackson Heights, 
are densely populated and 
in need of affordable hous-
ing.

“The zoning changes the 
Council passed are the most 
aggressive in the country,” 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Rezoning
The Assembly and the 

Senate have until April 1to 
agree on their respective 
one-house budget propos-
als. With the study now 
included on the Assembly 
side, Goldfeder is urging 
colleagues in the Senate to 
ensure its inclusion in the 
state’s final budget. 

“This is a huge step 
forward for families in 
southern Queens and the 
entire city who deserve 
transit equity,” concluded 
Goldfeder. “For too long, 
we have let this valu-
able right-of-way remain 
unused and abandoned. 
This new MTA study will 
confirm that full restora-
tion of the line is the most 
cost- effective and envi-
ronmentally sound way 
to ease congestion on our 
roadways, connect Queens 
neighborhoods and im-
prove commutes for every 
New York City family.”

Last year, Goldfeder 
sent a letter to Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie (D-
Bronx) calling for the fea-

sibility study to be includ-
ed in the state budget. That 
letter was co-signed by a 
majority of the Queens As-
sembly delegation. 

At a Council hearing 
in November, Goldfeder  
made a similar argument 
in favor of reactivating the 
Rockaway Branch Line. 
He said that plan would 
cost almost $2.5 billion 
less than Phase One of the 
Second Avenue Subway 
and would provide more 
than twice the amount of 
track.

Goldfeder spoke wist-
fully of the days when the 
Rockaway Line provided a 
30-minute, single-seat ride 
to Midtown Manhattan. 

“To this day,” Goldfed-
er said, “many of my older 
constituents, when I see 
them at rallies, will come 
up to me and tell me sto-
ries of their childhood and 
how they remember utiliz-
ing that line.”

The Rockaway Line 
was fully decommissioned 
in 1962 and much of it has 
remained untouched for 
more than four decades.

U.S. Rep Jerrold Nadler 
(D-Manhattan), senior 
member of the House Com-
mittee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, also 
advocated for the line’s 
reactivation at the council 
hearing.

 “A major mistake was 

Continued from Page 1 

Rail study

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder announced last week a state bud-
get proposal to fund a feasibility study for the Rockaway Beach 
Rail Line. Courtesy of subwaynut.com





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 2
7, 

20
16

12

FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


	27.queens.p01
	27.queens.p02
	27.queens.p03
	27.queens.p04
	27.queens.p05
	27.queens.p06
	27.queens.p07
	27.queens.p08
	27.queens.p09
	27.queens.p10
	27.queens.p11
	27.queens.p12

