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BY VINCE DIMICELI

This sign has pop.
The Mets rolled out a new, ne-

on-style Coca-Cola sign down Citi-

Field’s right-field line Wednesday 
afternoon, replacing a Pepsi sign 
and rechristening an area of the 
ballpark formerly known the 
“Pepsi Porch” the “Coca-Cola 

Corner.”
The 26-foot-tall by 84-foot-wide 

sign has a retro-look, but is actu-
ally lit by high-tech light-emitting 
diodes that will allow it to change 

color — and put on its own show 
— in between innings and during 
exciting points during the game.

“It’s an interactive sign that 
can do video,” said Mets Vice 
President Lou DePaoli. “And it’s 
the biggest in Major League Base-
ball.”

The sign was still not work-
ing, but is scheduled to be up and 
running in time for Opening Day 
at CitiField on Friday, April 8, at 
1:10 p.m.

Since CitiField opened in 2009, 
the right-field corner of the ball-
park had been known as the “Pep-
si Porch,” and  cola-war competi-
tor  Pepsi’s products were the only 
ones available in the park. Now 
that designation goes to Coke.

The Mets also announced 
plans to honor the team’s Hall of 
Fame catcher Mike Piazza during 
the weekend of July 30 against the 
Colorado Rockies, culminating 
with the retiring of his number, 
31.

The 2015 National League 
Champions will also celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of its last 
World Series Championship dur-
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SEASONAL HUES

BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst man who per-
ished in a house fire last week 
should be buried with full mili-
tary honors, according to U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing). 
Martin Devereux, 71, was one of 
three men killed March 21 after a 
discarded cigarette caused a rag-
ing two-alarm fire at 42-28 Ithaca 
St.

The victim’s cousin contacted 
Meng’s office Monday to seek 
the honors saying that Devereux 
served in the U.S. Navy from 
1963 to 1967 and that documents 
related to his service were likely 
destroyed in the blaze. Meng con-
tacted the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the National 
Personnel Records Center to ob-
tain Devereux’s military service 
record and confirm his eligibility 
for full military honors.

Meng obtained a copy of his 
service record Tuesday and 
sent it to the funeral director at 
Neufeld Funeral Home in Flush-
ing, where Devereux’s funeral 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Flushing) is 
calling out Gov. Andrew Cuomo for not appoint-
ing an Asian-American to his newly formed 
Council on Diversity and Inclusion. 

On March 18, Cuomo announced he was cre-

Gov’s diversity panel
has no Asians: Kim 

BY BILL PARRY

An East Elmhurst Laun-
dromat provided free laun-
dry services to more than 
75 families living at The 
Landing homeless shelter 
near LaGuardia Airport 
this week. 

Samuel Van De Cruze, 
the owner of Mr. Bubbles 
Laundromat at 94-23 Asto-
ria Blvd., began picking up 
laundry Monday night and 
he and his staff worked all 
night long to wash, dry, fold 
and return the clean loads 
of laundry to the shelter by 

7 a.m. each morning -- giv-
ing families plenty of time 
to dress in fresh clothes for 
school, job training or job- 
and house-hunting.

“These kind of heartfelt 
and thoughtful gestures 
are why we are so grate-
ful for the warm welcome 

Samuel Van De Cruze offers free service 
at his East Elmhurst Laundromat for resi-
dents at The Landing homeless shelter. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Meng pushes 
military honor 
for fi re victim

Mets rechristen part of outfi eld
‘Coca-Cola Corner’ will give fans at Citi Field dose of cutting-edge entertainment 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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Laundromat washes away costs

Two sisters celebrate Phagwah, the Indo-Caribbean celebration of spring, known as the festival of colors because of 
the dye powders that fill the air. See story Page 3.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Phagwah festival returns to Queens
Richmond Hill parade full of colorful sights and sounds celebrates the season for Hindu community

BY BILL PARRY

The Phagwah Parade 
made its triumphant re-
turn to Richmond Hill Sat-
urday following a one-year 
hiatus. Last year the Hindu 
celebration marking the 
beginning of spring was 
canceled for the first time 
since 1988 because of politi-
cal disputes within the or-
ganizing committee.

The future of the Indo-
Caribbean spectacle was 
in question when two rival 
factions, the Hindu Pa-
rades and Festivals Com-
mittee and the Federation 
of Hindu Mandirs, both 
applied for permits to run 
the parade. The competing 
requests forced the NYPD 
to revoke the permit, thus 
canceling the parade.

The dispute landed in 
front of Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Allan Weiss, 
who ruled the two factions 
would put on a “joint pa-
rade under joint sponsor-
ship.”

At the staging area at 
Liberty Avenue and 133rd 
Street, the dispute seemed 
forgotten as hundreds of 
people crammed onto floats 
representing different tem-
ples. The pulsating beats of 
Chowtal folk songs blasted 
from speakers and percus-

sionists added to the sonic 
intensity.

Phagwah, also called 
Holi, is known around the 
world as the festival of col-
or, in which participants 
and spectators celebrate 
the triumph of good over 
evil by flinging red dye, 

colored powders, water 
and flowers at each other. 
Thousands stood behind 
police barricades along the 
Liberty Avenue business 
district and cheered as the 
floats went by.

Many of the storefronts 
were selling supplies of the 

colored powders and can-
isters of baby powder for 
those who ran out of sup-
plies. At one point, an over-
zealous participant threw 
a large amount of green 
powder directly in the face 
of a middle-aged woman 
who swung her pocketbook 
in retaliation, missing the 
mark as the celebrant scur-
ried back to her float.

As the parade turned 
north onto 125th Street, 
residents were out in force 
watching from porches, 
rooftops and windows. At 
101-18 125th St., a woman 
named Dianna danced with 
her little dog Louie.

“We have him out here 
every year,” she said. “But 
last year he was so sad 
there was no parade.”

Mike Rhodes was sitting 
on a front stoop of a nearby 
home belonging to his son. 
He made the trip from his 
home in Northport, L.I.

“This parade is phenom-
enal with all of the sounds 
and the color, I’ve never 

seen anything like it,” Rho-
des said. “Yeah, we don’t 
have anything like this in 
Northport. It gives you an 
indication of just how great 
this neighborhood is.”

The parade ended at Phil 
“Scooter” Rizzuto Park at 
125th Street and Atlantic 
Avenue, where members 
of the Caribbean Equal-
ity Project, an LGBT group 
that marched for the first 
time, greeted fellow march-
ers as everyone streamed 
onto the ball fields for an 
afternoon of music and 
dancing. Young people 
bombarded each other with 
the powders, taking a break 
occasionally to text on cell 
phones inside Ziploc bags. 

Hollis resident Pearl 
Parasram has been com-
ing to Richmond Hill to 
celebrate Phagwah for 15 
years.

“It’s something you ex-
pect every year and look 
forward to every year,” she 
s a i d . 

A cloud of powder hangs over Smokey Oval Park where thousands of revelers gathered after the pa-
rade for music and dancing.  Photo by Bill Parry

Abandoned sloop left in bay sinks in waters off Fort Totten
BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
For months, a forest-

green sailboat sat moored 
in the harbor of Little Neck 
Bay with a jetski attached 
by rope to its back. The boat 
has since sunk into the har-
bor with only a small part 
still showing, but some 
community members re-
main interested in how it 
came to rest in the bay in 
the first place. 

Arthur “Tip” Sempliner, 
a cartoonist for the Bayside 
Times, first noticed the 
boat in October, although 
others he spoke to believed 
that it had been moored for 
nearly a year by that point.

“There was this boat that 
was in the wrong place,” he 
said. “It was in Fort Totten, 
in the kind of place that you 
would just drop anchor and 
spend a night.”

Its name was “Celebra-

tion,”  the bold, white letters 
clearly visible on the boat’s 
side when it was afloat.

Sempliner and others 
soon learned that the 40-
foot, one-ton sloop had be-
longed to the Norwalk Sea 

Scouts Ship Six, an educa-
tional sailing program for 
teenagers that is based in 
Connecticut and sails out of 
the Norwalk Cove Marina.

The Sea Scouts Ship 
Six continue to train and 

sail today with a new boat, 
christened as ‘Celebration 
II.’ According to Kai Hor-
an, the ship’s skipper, the 
original “Celebration” was 
donated to the Sea Scouts 
for use in 1995 by someone 
whose name is forgotten 
at this point and was used 
by the group until a newer 
boat was procured in 2010. 

“Every once in awhile, 
I’ll hear that someone raced 
on the boat back in the day. 
It was a terrific platform 
for kids who were learning 
to sail,” she said. “We were 
very lucky to get our hands 
on the next boat, which we 
named Celebration in hon-
or of the first boat.”

The Norwalk Sea Scouts 
Ship Six sailed its first boat 
in 1957, and it is a co-ed 
program open to teenagers 
from 14 to 21 that is part of 
the ‘Venturing’ division of 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

Horan recalled that she had 
heard that the original Cel-
ebration even competed in 
the Block Island Race Week 
at a time when it was un-
usual for teenagers to race 
in such an event.

“It’s obviously disap-
pointing to see what’s been 
happening to the boat,” she 
said, referring to its rest-
ing place in Little Neck 
Bay. She also was unsure 
of what happened to the 
boat after its time with 
the Sea Scouts. “The only 
thing I really know is that 
we let go of it in 2010. After 
that, my understanding is 
it changed hands several 
times, and I don’t know if 
anybody had the experi-
ence to handle it.”

The story of the boat 
between its sale by the Sea 
Scouts and its eventual end 
continues to be cloudy, and 
Celebration is now mostly 

submerged. No records 
could be found of its subse-
quent owner or owners. 

A representative for the 
U.S. Coast Guard wrote via 
e-mail that since the boat is 
not an environmental haz-
ard and does not impede a 
federal waterway, the Coast 
Guard has no cause for ju-
risdiction. 

From his home further 
down the length of the bay, 
Sempliner has witnessed 
the boat’s gradual sink-
ing. He expressed surprise 
about Celebration’s bizarre 
end in the waters off of Fort 
Totten.

“It’s a mystery,” he said. 
“It’s just a strange story.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

"Celebration" was originally used as an educational tool for a 
Connecticut sailing club, but it ended up in Little Neck Bay. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Correction head talks 
about Rikers’ reforms

BY BILL PARRY

When Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio took office, he made fix-
ing the culture of brutality 
on Rikers Island a priority 
of his new administration. 
He turned to 67-year-old Jo-
seph Ponte, who had spent 
the previous three years 
remaking Maine’s prison 
system, and appointed him 
commissioner of the De-
partment of Correction, 
putting him in charge of 
the city’s prison system and 
the nation’s second-largest 
jail.

“When I came through 
the door in April 2014, there 
was no overall plan ever,” 
Ponte said. “I had a picture 
that it would tax everything 
I had learned in my 40-plus 
years and that’s proven 
to be absolutely true. I’ve 
used every skill I’ve ac-
quired over time. We’ve got 
an awful lot of stuff to fix in 
a short while.”

Two years later, Ponte, 
now 69, told the TimesLedg-
er editorial board last week 
that he is “having fun” now 
that many of his reforms 
are taking hold. He said his 
14-point plan to reduce vio-
lence and support the cul-
ture change at the DOC has 
had tangible results.

The use of force with 
serious injury dropped 23 
percent department-wide 
in 2015 from 2014 as a re-
sult of better officer train-
ing and greater emphasis 
on conflict de-escalation 
while inmate assaults on 
uniformed staff with seri-
ous injury has dropped 11 
percent in the same time 
span.

“The mayor said ‘I’m 
going to fix this’ and made 
it his priority,” Ponte said. 
“With this mayor and the 
City Council funding and 
support, we have the op-
portunity to do things and 
now a lot of people are en-
gaged.”

The city has made a 
$72.5 million investment 
in equipment and gear to 
improve officer safety and 

another $23.5 million for 
training uniformed staff 
in new initiatives to reduce 
violence and improve lead-
ership development and 
culture. The city has also 
allocated $51 million for 
the hiring of new Correc-
tion officers, with almost 
1,000 currently in an 18-
week training program at 
the DOC’s academy.  

“I wouldn’t call that a 
reform. I’d call it a neces-
sity. Twenty years ago the 
city had a hiring freeze and 
now were coming up on that 
20-year-peak,” Ponte said. 
The turnover in personnel 
could have an added benefit 
in that new trainees learn 
about the Ponte reforms.

“Out with the old school 
and in with the new school 
and that’s healthy,” he 
said.

If the commissioner had 
limitless funds he would 
like better, more efficient 
jails with better sight lines, 
where officers could see 
everything unlike the cur-
rent facilities. Ponte said 
66 percent of the  city’s jails 
“are past their lifetimes.”

“We haven’t done some 
basic maintenance,” Ponte 
said. “In one facility the 
locking system hasn’t 

worked in more than 15 
years. Instead of an elec-
tronic lock they use a metal 
lever. That’s a safety haz-
ard.”

Two weeks ago Ponte 
was quoted as saying he was 
open to shutting Rikers Is-
land after Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) proposed such 
a plan in February.

“I was asked would I be 
interested in discussing 
the speaker’s proposal and 
I said I was open to hav-
ing a discussion,” he said. 
“It’s a good discussion and 
I think we have to have it. 
That would be the mayor’s 
decision to make and right 
now he’s dealing with the 
affordable housing crisis.”

So Ponte is working with 
what he has and trying to 
change the culture at the 
prison, especially among 
the adolescent population.

“We’ve put a focus on 
18- to 21-year-olds because 
they’re driving most of the 
violence at 30 percent,” Pon-
te said. “We’ve retrained of-
ficers and screened youth-
ful inmates and let them 
live in a clean environment. 
Everybody’s buying into it, 
the inmates and the staff.”

Department of Correction Commissioner Joseph Ponte fields 
questions about reforms at Rikers Island from the TimesLedger 
Newspapers editorial board. Photo by Bill Parry
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LaGuardia deal cleared for takeoff
Port Authority board votes to approve $4 billion renovation upgrades for E. Elmhurst airport

BY BILL PARRY
 
The reconstruction of 

LaGuardia Airport will 
begin later this year after 
the Port Authority’s board 
of commissioners unani-
mously voted to advance 
the $4 billion moderniza-
tion project last week. The 
board approved a lease 
with LaGuardia Gateway 
Partners to design, build, 
finance, operate and main-
tain a new state-of-the-art 
Terminal B. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
made the comprehensive 
redesign of the airport a 
priority at a press event in 
July with Vice President 
Joe Biden, who had likened 
the dilapidated airport to 
one “in a third-world coun-
try” the previous year.

“This vote marks a criti-
cal step forward in our ef-
fort to overhaul LaGuardia 

Airport,” Cuomo said. “Our 
plan will fundamentally 
transform LaGuardia—re-
placing what is now an out-
dated and poorly designed 
complex with the world-
class airport New York has 
always deserved. This rep-
resents a major milestone 

for the project—the first of 
many—and I look forward 
to seeing construction be-
gin later this year.”

The lease also includes 
the construction of a new 
Central Hall and connect-
ing concourse that will 
turn the airport into a sin-

gle, unified main terminal, 
a key recommendation of 
Cuomo’s airport advisory 
panel. The terminal will be 
moved 600 feet closer to the 
Grand Central Parkway, al-
lowing for more  taxiways 
that will reduce airport 
ground delays.

LaGuardia Gateway 
Partners will also construct 
new roads, utilities and 
runway improvements as 
well as a West Parking Ga-
rage and other supporting 
infrastructure. Under the 
public-private partnership, 
two-thirds of the $4 billion 
design and construction 
cost will be paid for by pri-
vate financing and existing 
passenger fees.

The risk of cost overruns 
or schedule delays in the 
LaGuardia project will be 
transferred from the Port 
Authority to LGP, a private 
airport developer selected 

and approved in May 2015 
by the Port Authority board 
after a competitive bidding 
process.

“Approval of the lease 
with LGP is both the first 
major step toward Gov. 
Cuomo’s modernization of 
LaGuardia Airport and the 
largest public-private part-
nership for new transporta-
tion infrastructure in U.S. 
history,” Port Authority 
Executive Director Patrick 
Foye said. “The transac-
tion brings private capital 
and expertise to an airport 
in desperate need of invest-
ment, and shifts the risks 
of complex construction in 
an operating airport envi-
ronment from the Port Au-
thority to well-capitalized 
private parties.”

State officials contend 
LaGuardia’s modernization 
will be a major economic 
boon for the region, gener-

ating $1.3 billion in wages 
and $5.2 billion in regional 
economic activity. Cuomo 
said construction will be-
gin “shortly,” with signifi-
cant completion of portions 
of the airport opening 39 
months after the start of 
construction.

“Modernizing our aging 
airport terminals demon-
strates the Port Authority’s 
commitment to focusing 
on the region’s transpor-
tation infrastructure,” 
PA Vice Chairman Scott 
Rechler said.   “To achieve 
operating efficiencies, of-
fer our customers the best 
in world-class service and 
meet the anticipated rise 
in passenger demand, it is 
imperative that the agency 
continues to make these in-
vestments in our airports.”

The entire project is ex-
pected to be completed by 
2 0 2 1 . 

Plans for the new main terminal at LaGuardia Airport are ap-
proved by the Port Authority with construction set to begin later 
this year. Rendering courtesy Port Authority
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BY BILL PARRY

A group of lawmakers and 
community leaders from Co-
rona are calling on the state 
to pay for a top-to-bottom ren-
ovation of the 110th Precinct 
and construction of a satellite 
station in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) wrote a 
letter to Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio urg-
ing them to support funding 
for the two “vital projects” 
that would go toward meet-
ing the public safety needs of 
their constituents.

“For far too long, our com-
munity’s police officers have 
been working in subpar con-
ditions at the 110th Precinct’s 
dilapidated station house,” 
the letter said. “We must act 
to support these profession-
als with the proper facilities 
that they need in order to best 
carry out their duties.”

At a rally outside the sta-

tion house, Peralta called the 
issue a matter of public safe-
ty. The 110th Precinct was 
opened at 94-41 43rd Ave. in 
1940 and has not had any ma-
jor renovations since.

“Fiorello LaGuardia was 
the mayor of New York when 
the current 110th Police Pre-
cinct was inaugurated,” Per-
alta said. “The actual struc-
ture is in a state of blatant 
disrepair, as it hasn’t had a 
substantial renovation since. 
More than 75 years passed 
by, so the need for a complete 
face-lift, a radical makeover, 
is obvious. As the popula-
tion continues to increase in 
Corona and its surrounding 
neighborhoods, we need addi-
tional resources to ensure we 
address all public safety con-
cerns, in all areas of the 110th 
Precinct’s jurisdiction.”

A complete renovation 
would cost $70 million. Per-
alta said the problems facing 
the station house are similar 
to the ones that plagued the 
Central Park Police Precinct, 
which recently underwent a 
$61 million renovation.

BY MADINA TOURE

Students at the Al-Iman 
School in Jamaica pre-
sented handmade projects 
illustrating the diversity 
of countries with signifi-
cant Muslim populations 
as part of the school’s an-
nual Heritage Day event 
last week. 

This year’s theme was 
“Muslims in the United 
States,” stressing that 
being Muslim and being 
American do not have to 
be separate. 

The countries repre-
sented at the event, held 
at the school at 89-89 Van 
Wyck Expressway, includ-
ed Iraq, Yemen, Lebanon, 
Guyana, Palestine, India, 
Bangladesh, Iran, Tan-
zania, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, Turkey, Morocco, 
Egypt and Albania. 

Students from all 
grades were broken up 
into four groups of seven 
to 12 individuals. Each 
group was asked to come 
up with projects that were 
as authentic as possible . 

Although many teach-
ers were involved in as-
sisting the students, the 
heads of the social studies 
and English departments 
oversaw the effort.

The students worked 
on the projects after school 
and even on some Satur-
days, according to Nassir 
Ali Akber, principal of Al-
Iman School.

One project, a large 

display titled “American 
Muslims,” featured a 3-D 
bar graph designed in 
the shape of the U.S. map 
 highlighting the Muslim 
population of each state, 
a poster tracking the his-
tory of Muslims in the 
United States and a book 
featuring stories from 
the Quran, among other 
items. 

“We were even taken 
aback by them when they 
decided to find out infor-
mation in each state, how 
many Muslims are there,” 
Akber said. “They wanted 
to be included. They said, 
‘We are American as much 
as any other Americans.’” 

Drawing on the fact 
many notable figures in 

U.S. and world history 
have been Muslims, the 
event was an opportunity 
to recognize those people, 
as well as to learn from 
their accomplishments. 

Akber, who has been 
the school’s principal 
since 1995, said he start-
ed the event, which was 
called the “Multicultural 
Bonanza,” during his sec-
ond year as principal.

He left to work in the 
private sector in April 
2013, and returned to re-
sume his job as principal 
at Al-Iman in April 2015. 
While he was away, the 
new principal changed the 
event’s name to “Heritage 
Day.”

“The idea was mostly 

first to empower my stu-
dents, to feel proud of their 
culture, to feel proud of 
their tradition,” Akber 
said. 

Seham Tajeddin, 13, 
one member of the group 
working on a project fo-
cused on Yemen, hails 
from the country herself. 
She said she enjoyed edu-
cating people about her 
country.

“I like to give all the 
information to people,” 
Tajeddin said.

Usman Qidwai, 18, also 
in the Yemen group, said 
he appreciated the oppor-
tunity to learn about a dif-
ferent country.

“It’s like going back 
home,” Qidwai said.

The 110th Precinct in Corona is in dire need of a renovation, which it 
has not had since it opened in 1940, elected officials say. 

Photo by Bill Parry

A group of students worked on a project highlighting the culture and history of Yemen. 
Photo by Madina Toure

Electeds pressure state
to upgrade 110th Pct.Diversity celebrated

Al-Iman School promotes students’ Muslim-American identity  
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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ating the council to bring 
about more hiring of mi-
nority candidates for posi-
tions in the state govern-
ment workforce.  

The council will be 
tasked with evaluating rel-
evant data and best practic-
es in the public and private 
sectors, determining obsta-
cles and opportunities and 
working with state agen-
cies to develop a Five-Year 
Strategic Plan for Statewide 
Diversity and Inclusion.

Secretary of State Nomi-
nee Rossana Rosado will 
serve as chairwoman of the 
council. The other members 
are state Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo, chairman 
of the Somos el Futuro Con-
ference; state Assembly-
man Nick Perry, chairman 
of the NYS Black, Puerto 
Rican, Hispanic and Asian 
Legislative Caucus; Chief 
Diversity Officer Roger 
Rodriguez; Commissioner 
of Civil Service Lola Brab-
ham; and Deputy Secretary 
for Labor Elizabeth de Leon 
Barghava. 

“By excluding Asian 
Americans in his efforts to 
be inclusive, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo is sending a strong 
message to Asian Ameri-
cans across the state that 
when it comes to diversity, 
Asians are still not part 
of the conversation,” Kim 
said. “In fact, he might as 
well call this initiative the 
‘New York Asian Exclusion 
Act.’”

This is not the first time 
Kim has been at odds with 
the governor on issues af-
fecting Asian Americans. 

In July, Cuomo signed 
into law a bill, introduced 
by Kim, that would close 
unlicensed nail salons and 
give trainee status to unli-
censed workers after a May 
2015 Times report about 
abuse in the nail salon in-
dustry. 

Kim has accused Cuomo 
of extending his state of 
emergency three times to 
unilaterally take punitive 
measures against nail sa-
lon workers and owners.

The assemblyman said 
he is not surprised by the 
governor’s “disdain for 
Asian Americans,” be-
cause he has not appointed 
a single Asian American 

to his cabinet or to a com-
missioner-level position in 
New York.

“Consequently, his uni-
laterally imposed state 
regulations have led to 
rampant scapegoating and 
demonization of Asian-
American small business 
owners this year, which 
has led to hundreds of dis-
placed minority workers,” 
he continued. “Rather than 
just showing up at Asian-
American events to cut 
ribbons, I encourage this 
governor to put forth ini-
tiatives that truly embrace 
diversity in this state.”

Cuomo said the state’s 
diversity “has always been 
its greatest strength.”

“Our MWBE (minor-
ity and women-owned busi-
nesses) program has be-
come a national model, and 
we are going to do the same 
with our hiring practices 
so that the state’s workforce 
reflects the strength of our 
communities,” he said in a 
statement.

In 2015, minorities rep-
resented 25.7 percent of the 
state government work-
force, up from 24.2 percent 
in 2010 and 23.3 percent in 
2005, according to Cuomo. 

we’ve received from the 
East Elmhurst communi-
ty,” said Elizabeth Abdur-
Raheem, senior program 
manager at The Landing. 

Catina B., who lives at 
The Landing with her tod-
dler and spends more than 
a quarter of her income on 
laundry, was grateful for 
Van De Cuze’s generosity.

“Normally I spend al-
most $30 on laundry week-
ly, which has to come from 
my Public Assistance in-
come,” she said. “This (do-
nation from Mr. Bubbles) 
means that this week both 
she and I won’t have to go 
through that -- and I will 
be able to save this $30 for 
something else.”

Van De Cruze planned 
to launder 1,000 pounds of 
laundry each night, esti-
mating that his gift to The 
Landing families, with 
delivery and pick-up, will 
save them a total of nearly 
$5,000. 

But in an interview at 
his Laundromat Tuesday, 
the owner admitted he was 
not as altruistic as it might 
seem.

“Look, I’m a business-
man,” Van De Cruze said. 
“You ever drive around 
this neighborhood? There’s 
Laundromats everywhere 
and I had to figure out 
where I could get more 
business. I saw the shelter 
and found out they had no 
laundry facilities so I of-
fered my services.”

Van De Cruze started by 
leaving fliers on the shel-
ter’s front desk advertising 
his services plus free pick-
up and delivery.

“I got a call for a pick-
up about two weeks ago,” 
he said. “I picked up four 
bags of laundry and it was 
pretty clear it hadn’t been 
laundered in months. The 
clothes were in really bad 
shape and I had to launder 
them several times before 
they were fresh. It got me 
thinking what’s going on 
over there.”

The Rosedale resident, 
who was a social worker for 

a year during the Dinkins 
administration before de-
ciding it was too difficult, 
was motivated to do some-
thing to help the resident of 
The Landing.

“Clean clothes and 
bedding are necessities 
-- almost as important as 
food and shelter,” he said. 
“People need clean clothes 
to function and be healthy. 
It’s a basic need.  What good 
is it if the clothing’s not 
clean? How else can you be 
presentable or sociable and 
go to work and school?”

He decided to offer the 
free service for the week in 
the spirit of Easter but did 
not want it to appear there 
was anything religious be-
hind his motives.

“Look, I’m a Christian, 
and not one of those only 
on Sunday-mornings-go-
to-church Christians,” Van 
De Cruze said. “I try do 
good things and live like a 
Christian, but this was all 
about hoping they’d want 
to use my Laundromat in 
the future for the business. 
We do have free pick-up and 
delivery.”

Continued from Page 1 

Laundry

Continued from Page 1 

Diversity

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips
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ing the weekend of May 29 
during games agains the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. All 
the players from the 1986 
squad, which included 
flame-thrower Dwight 
Gooden, slick-fielding first 
baseman Keith Hernandez, 
slugging right-fielder Dar-
ryl Strawberry as well as 
third baseman Ray Knight 
and fan-favorites Lenny 
Dykstra and Mookie Wil-
son, have been invited 
to attend the celebration 
along with manager Davey 
Johnson and his coaching 
staff.

The Mets have ap-
peared in two World Series 
since then, losing to the 
hated New York Yankees 
in 2000 and to the Kansas 
City Royals last year.

Other promotions this 
season include Fireworks 
Nights on April 9, July 2, 
and Sept. 3; Fedora Night 
on July 9, Noah Syndar-
gaard-en Gnome night on 
April 30 and, of course, a 
concert by the rock band 
Styx after the game on 

Aug. 13.
There was also a pre-

view of the new season’s 
food parade.

An afternoon at the 
ballpark used to mean 
forcing down some red 
hots backed up by peanuts 
and a box of Cracker Jack, 
but this year the Mets and 
CitiField are rolling out 

something more akin to 
upscale eateries than a 
hot-dog stand.

So instead of only 
having to suck down cot-
ton candy, Mets fans can 
gobble up the high-end de-
lights from chefs at popu-
lar New York City restau-
rateurs including Rao’s, 
Momofuku, Milk Bar, 

Union Square Cafe.
The provisions were on 

hand Wednesday at a tast-
ing held in the stadium’s 
Delta Club.

There, the management 
team of the 2015 National 
League Champions doled 
out three types of pizza 
from Papa Rosso, Crispy 
Chicken Poppers from Box 
Frites, the new “Smoke 
Shack” from Shake Shake, 
and, of course, bacon on a 
stick from Pig Guy NYC.

Giant bone-in toma-
hawk Rib Chops are also 
on the menu at Pat LaF-
rieda’s Chop House, as is 
the red wine braised short 
rib sandwich from Tribeca 
Grill.

Of course, it wouldn’t 
be a ball game without 
some form of ice cream, 
and that’s where the Mis-
ter Softee shake came in 
very handy.

Those who absolutely 
need a hot dog can still en-
joy a Nathan’s frank, and 
the stadium will be offer-
ing a plethora of micro-
brews that, sadly, does not 
include Schaefer.

Continued from Page 1 

Citi Field
service was scheduled for 
this Thursday. Only funer-
al directors can make the 
formal request for military 
honors.

“The fire that took the 
life of Martin Devereux 
was a terrible tragedy,” 
Meng said. “He bravely 
served our country and de-
serves this military honor 
for his service. I’m just glad 
we were able to get the pro-
cess started and obtain the 
records in time for the re-
quest to be made.”

Military honors for 
funeral include an hon-
or guard service and an 
American flag is draped 
over the deceased’s coffin. 
Craig Lott, 53, and a third 
unidentified man died in 
the housefire.

Another fire broke out 
in East Elmhurst early 
Tuesday morning that tore 
through two homes and 
three garages. It took more 
than 100 firefighters from 
33 units over an hour to 
bring the three-alarm fire 
under control just after 

3:40 a.m., according to the 
FDNY. 

Six firefighters were in-
jured. Two refused medical 
attention, while four were 
taken to area hospitals 
where they were treated 
and released.

Investigators believe 
the fire began in a garage 
behind 23-41 91st St. just af-
ter 2 a.m. before spreading 
to the house and then to a 
neighboring home at 23-37 
91st. 

“Wind was a factor in its 
extension to the home next 
door,” an FDNY spokesman 
said. All of the residents 
made it out safely.

Luisa Tobone lived in 
the first home with her hus-
band and two children as 
well as her father.

“Firefighters told me 
it may have started with 
a short in the garage and 
then the wind just made 
it worse,” she said. “The 
inside of the house is com-
pletely destroyed.”

Tobone said they would 
move in with family in 
Woodhaven until they could 
“get back on our feet.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 

Continued from Page 1 

Fire victim

A video on the center field screen shows how the lights in the 
sign can change color. Photo by Vince DiMiceli
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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