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BY GABRIEL ROM

GOP presidential candi-
date and Ohio Gov. John Ka-
sich is struggling in the polls, 
but as primary season moves 
eastward, he made his case 
Wednesday afternoon to New 
York voters at a MSNBC town 
hall event at St. Helen Catholic 
Academy in Howard Beach.

When Kasich prepared to 
walk on stage, an onlooker 
shook his head in disbelief.

“I can’t remember the last 
time I saw a presidential can-
didate in Queens,” the man 
said to no one in particular. 

Kasich lags behind both Re-
publican rivals Ted Cruz and 
Donald Trump in the polls, but 
now on what he has called his 
home turf, Kasich presented 
himself as a more moderate al-
ternative to the brashness of his 
two competitors. “For the first 
time in this campaign, people 
are finally starting to hear my 
message,” Kasich said.

Referring to Queens resi-
dents as “god-fearing” people 
who “have common sense,” 
Kasich appealed to middle-
class values, his reform brand 
of conservatism and his elect-
ability vs. Democrats. 

Pushing a message of “com-
passionate conservatism,” Ka-

BY BILL PARRY

The Phagwah Parade made 
its triumphant return to Rich-
mond Hill Saturday following 
a one-year hiatus. Last year 
the Hindu celebration mark-
ing the beginning of spring 
was canceled for the first time 
since 1988 because of political 
disputes within the organiz-
ing committee.

The future of the Indo-
Caribbean spectacle was in 
question when two rival fac-
tions, the Hindu Parades and 
Festivals Committee and the 
Federation of Hindu Mandirs, 
both applied for permits to run 
the parade. The competing re-
quests forced the NYPD to re-
voke the permit, thus cancel-
ing the parade.

The dispute landed in front 
of Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Allan Weiss, who ruled 
the two factions would put on a 
“joint parade under joint spon-
sorship.”

At the staging area at Lib-
erty Avenue and 133rd Street, 
the dispute seemed forgotten as 
hundreds of people crammed 
onto floats representing dif-
ferent temples. The pulsating 
beats of Chowtal folk songs 
blasted from speakers and per-
cussionists added to the sonic 
intensity.

Phagwah, also called Holi, 
Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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The Hindu spring feast of Holi, sometimes called Phagwa, is a day-long celebration of dance, 
music and play. In Smokey Oval Park in Richmond Hill, the good times rolled for nearly 10,000 
revelers, young and old. More photos on Page 20. Photo by Michael Shain

GOP hopeful 
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Holi back in Richmond Hill
Festival of color returns after one-year hiatus following court battle
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BY BILL PARRY

A group of lawmakers and 
community leaders from Co-
rona are calling on the state 
to pay for a top-to-bottom ren-
ovation of the 110th Precinct 
and construction of a satellite 
station in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) wrote a 
letter to Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio urg-
ing them to support funding 
for the two “vital projects” 
that would go toward meet-
ing the public safety needs of 
their constituents.

“For far too long, our com-
munity’s police officers have 
been working in subpar con-
ditions at the 110th Precinct’s 
dilapidated station house,” 
the letter said. “We must act 
to support these profession-
als with the proper facilities 
that they need in order to best 
carry out their duties.”

At a rally outside the sta-
tion house, Peralta called the 
issue a matter of public safe-
ty. The 110th Precinct was 
opened at 94-41 43rd Ave. in 
1940 and has not had any ma-
jor renovations since.

“Fiorello LaGuardia was 

the mayor of New York when 
the current 110th Police Pre-
cinct was inaugurated,” Per-
alta said. “The actual struc-
ture is in a state of blatant 
disrepair, as it hasn’t had a 
substantial renovation since. 
More than 75 years passed 
by, so the need for a complete 
face-lift, a radical makeover, 
is obvious. As the popula-
tion continues to increase in 
Corona and its surrounding 
neighborhoods, we need addi-
tional resources to ensure we 
address all public safety con-
cerns, in all areas of the 110th 
Precinct’s jurisdiction.”

A complete renovation 
would cost $70 million. Per-
alta said the problems facing 
the station house are similar 
to the ones that plagued the 
Central Park Police Precinct, 
which recently underwent a 
$61 million renovation.

“We owe it to the men and 
women we entrust to keep us 
safe, to provide them with the 
proper resources to effective-
ly carry out their jobs,” Crow-
ley said. “For the officers of 
the NYPD’s 110th Precinct 
in Corona, that means being 
able to work out of a facility 
that’s up to standards as well 
as from a strategically placed 
substation to better fight 
crime within their jurisdic-
tion.” 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Students at the Al-Iman 
School in Jamaica presented 
handmade projects illustrat-
ing the diversity of countries 
with significant Muslim popu-
lations as part of the school’s 
annual Heritage Day event 
last week. 

This year’s theme was 
“Muslims in the United 
States,” stressing that being 
Muslim and being American 
do not have to be separate. 

The countries represented 
at the event, held at the school 
at 89-89 Van Wyck Express-
way, included Iraq, Yemen, 
Lebanon, Guyana, Palestine, 
India, Bangladesh, Iran, Tan-
zania, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Turkey, Morocco, Egypt and 
Albania. 

Students from all grades 
were broken up into four 
groups of seven to 12 individu-
als. Each group was asked to 
come up with projects that 
were as authentic as possible . 

Although many teachers 
were involved in assisting 
the students, the heads of the 
social studies and English de-
partments oversaw the effort.

The students worked on the 
projects after school and even 
on some Saturdays, according 
to Nassir Ali Akber, principal 
of Al-Iman School.

One project, a large display 
titled “American Muslims,” 
featured a 3-D bar graph de-
signed in the shape of the U.S. 
map  highlighting the Muslim 
population of each state, a 
poster tracking the history of 
Muslims in the United States 
and a book featuring stories 
from the Quran, among other 
items. 

“We were even taken aback 
by them when they decided 
to find out information in 
each state, how many Mus-
lims are there,” Akber said. 
“They wanted to be included. 

They said, ‘We are American 
as much as any other Ameri-
cans.’” 

Drawing on the fact many 
notable figures in U.S. and 
world history have been Mus-
lims, the event was an op-
portunity to recognize those 
people, as well as to learn from 
their accomplishments. 

Akber, who has been the 
school’s principal since 1995, 
said he started the event, 
which was called the “Multi-
cultural Bonanza,” during his 
second year as principal.

He left to work in the pri-
vate sector in April 2013, and 
returned to resume his job as 
principal at Al-Iman in April 
2015. While he was away, the 
new principal changed the 
event’s name to “Heritage 
Day.”

“The idea was mostly first 
to empower my students, to 
feel proud of their culture, to 
feel proud of their tradition,” 
Akber said. 

Seham Tajeddin, 13, one 
member of the group working 
on a project focused on Yemen, 
hails from the country herself. 
She said she enjoyed educating 
people about her country.

“I like to give all the infor-

mation to people,” Tajeddin 
said.

Usman Qidwai, 18, also in 
the Yemen group, said he ap-
preciated the opportunity to 
learn about a different coun-
try.

“It’s like going back home,” 
Qidwai said.

Another group member, 
Muhammad Ali Mirza, 12, 
said he liked putting the proj-
ect together.

“It’s actually really fun to 
us,” Mirza said. “We actually 
get dirty.”

Elmont businessman Ali 
Mirza, who is challenging U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) for his congressional seat, 
said his daughter attended Al-
Iman School and that he has 
been at the event many times.

“I see the same diversity in 
my district,” Mirza said.

Mohammad Mohsin, the 
school’s social studies teacher, 
said the goal of the event is 
to bring people together and 
“eliminate as much misunder-
standing as possible.”

“Muslim Americans who 
were here on Sept. 11 or were 
born after Sept. 11 are just as 
American as anyone else,” 
Mohsin said. 

Continued on Page 48

The 110th Precinct in Corona is in dire need of a renovation, which it 
has not had since it opened in 1940, elected officials say. 

Photo by Bill Parry

A group of students worked on a project highlighting the culture and 
history of Yemen. Photo by Madina Toure

Electeds pressure state
to upgrade 110th Pct.

Diversity celebrated
Al-Iman School promotes Muslim-American identity  
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BY VINCE DIMICELI

This sign has pop.
The Mets rolled out a new, 

neon-style Coca-Cola sign 
down CitiField’s right-field 
line Wednesday afternoon, 
replacing a Pepsi sign and 
rechristening an area of the 
ballpark formerly known the 
“Pepsi Porch” the “Coca-Cola 
Corner.”

The 26-foot-tall by 84-foot-
wide sign has a retro-look, 
but is actually lit by high-tech 
light-emitting diodes that will 
allow it to change color — and 
put on its own show — in be-
tween innings and during ex-
citing points during the game.

“It’s an interactive sign 
that can do video,” said Mets 
Vice President Lou DePaoli. 
“And it’s the biggest in Major 
League Baseball.”

The sign was still not work-
ing, but is scheduled to be up 
and running in time for Open-
ing Day at CitiField on Friday, 
April 8, at 1:10 p.m.

Since CitiField opened in 
2009, the right-field corner of 

the ballpark had been known 
as the “Pepsi Porch,” and 
 cola-war competitor  Pepsi’s 
products were the only ones 
available in the park. Now that 
designation goes to Coke.

The Mets also announced 
plans to honor the team’s Hall 
of Fame catcher Mike Piazza 
during the weekend of July 30 
against the Colorado Rockies, 
culminating with the retiring 
of his number, 31.

The 2015 National League 
Champions will also celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of its last 
World Series Championship 
during the weekend of May 
29 during games agains the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. All the 
players from the 1986 squad, 
which included flame-thrower 
Dwight Gooden, slick-fielding 
first baseman Keith Hernan-
dez, slugging right-fielder 
Darryl Strawberry as well as 

third baseman Ray Knight 
and fan-favorites Lenny Dyk-
stra and Mookie Wilson, have 
been invited to attend the cel-
ebration along with manager 
Davey Johnson and his coach-
ing staff.

The Mets have appeared in 
two World Series since then, 
losing to the hated New York 
Yankees in 2000 and to the 
Kansas City Royals last year.

Other promotions this sea-
son include Fireworks Nights 
on April 9, July 2, and Sept. 3; 
Fedora Night on July 9, Noah 
Syndargaard-en Gnome night 
on April 30 and, of course, a 
concert by the rock band Styx 
after the game on Aug. 13.

There was also a preview of 
the new season’s food parade.

An afternoon at the ball-
park used to mean forcing 
down some red hots backed up 
by peanuts and a box of Crack-
er Jack, but this year the Mets 
and CitiField are rolling out 
something more akin to up-
scale eateries than a hot-dog 
stand.

So instead of only having 

to suck down cotton candy, 
Mets fans can gobble up the 
high-end delights from chefs 
at popular New York City res-
taurateurs including Rao’s, 
Momofuku, Milk Bar, Union 
Square Cafe.

The provisions were on 
hand Wednesday at a tasting 
held in the stadium’s Delta 
Club.

There, the management 
team of the 2015 National 
League Champions doled out 
three types of pizza from Papa 
Rosso, Crispy Chicken Pop-
pers from Box Frites, the new 
“Smoke Shack” from Shake 
Shake, and, of course, bacon 
on a stick from Pig Guy NYC.

Giant bone-in tomahawk 
Rib Chops are also on the 
menu at Pat LaFrieda’s Chop 
House, as is the red wine 
braised short rib sandwich 
from Tribeca Grill.

Of course, it wouldn’t be a 
ball game without some form 
of ice cream, and that’s where 
the Mister Softee shake came 
in very handy.

A video on the center field screen shows how the lights in the sign can 
change color. Photo by Vince DiMiceli

Mets sign mixes new technology and retro fl air
‘Coca-Cola Corner’ will give fans at Citi Field a dose of cutting-edge entertainment 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The reconstruction of La-

Guardia Airport will begin 
later this year after the Port 
Authority’s board of commis-
sioners unanimously voted to 
advance the $4 billion modern-
ization project last week. The 
board approved a lease with 
LaGuardia Gateway Partners 
to design, build, finance, oper-
ate and maintain a new state-
of-the-art Terminal B. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo made 
the comprehensive redesign of 
the airport a priority at a press 
event in July with Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, who had lik-
ened the dilapidated airport to 
one “in a third-world country” 
the previous year.

“This vote marks a criti-
cal step forward in our effort 
to overhaul LaGuardia Air-
port,” Cuomo said. “Our plan 
will fundamentally trans-
form LaGuardia—replacing 
what is now an outdated and 
poorly designed complex with 
the world-class airport New 
York has always deserved. 
This represents a major mile-
stone for the project—the first 
of many—and I look forward 
to seeing construction begin 
later this year.”

The lease also includes the 
construction of a new Central 
Hall and connecting concourse 
that will turn the airport into 

a single, unified main termi-
nal, a key recommendation of 
Cuomo’s airport advisory pan-
el. The terminal will be moved 
600 feet closer to the Grand 
Central Parkway, allowing for 
more  taxiways that will reduce 
airport ground delays.

LaGuardia Gateway Part-
ners will also construct new 
roads, utilities and runway 
improvements as well as a 
West Parking Garage and 
other supporting infrastruc-
ture. Under the public-private 
partnership, two-thirds of the 
$4 billion design and construc-
tion cost will be paid for by 
private financing and existing 
passenger fees.

The risk of cost overruns 
or schedule delays in the La-
Guardia project will be trans-
ferred from the Port Authority 
to LGP, a private airport devel-
oper selected and approved in 
May 2015 by the Port Author-
ity board after a competitive 
bidding process.

“Approval of the lease with 
LGP is both the first major step 
toward Gov. Cuomo’s modern-
ization of LaGuardia Airport 
and the largest public-private 
partnership for new transpor-
tation infrastructure in U.S. 
history,” Port Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Patrick Foye 
said. “The transaction brings 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The students in a kinder-
garten class at Public School 
229 in Woodside listened as 
Kirsten Kammermeyer, the 
class’ teacher-artist, held up 
a tiny face mask. She told the 
children that they could turn 
the blank paper into the face 
of a mountain lion by glu-
ing strips of orange and yel-
low construction paper to the 
mask, a type of crafting called 
decoupage.

“With the mountain lion, 
we also need to use our arms 
and claws,” Kammermeyer 
told the class.

“Big claws!” one student 
replied.

The project was part of 
“Bridges,” a 15-week program 
created by ArtsConnection, 

one of the nation’s largest arts 
educational organizations. 
The program, a professional 
development process for 75 ear-
ly childhood teachers working 
in grades K-2 in five different 
city schools, utilizes puppetry 
as a way to strengthen literacy 

in students. According to the 
teachers in the PS 229 class, 
the gains the students made 
transcended literacy improve-
ments.

“We had kids coming in 
who couldn’t express their 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Representatives from 

the city’s School Construc-
tion Authority presented the 
2016 proposed amendments 
to its’ five-year capital plan 
to Queens parents, students 
and educators at a Parent Ad-
visory Board meeting Mon-
day, but were met with tough 
questions about the availabil-
ity of classroom space and 
the continued use of trailers 
in the place of permanent 
classrooms.

The meeting at Queens 
Borough Hall detailed the 
amended 2015-2019 capital 
plan for the SCA, which has 
allocated $14.9 billion for an 
assorted list of new construc-
tion and repairs, up from the 
original $13.6 billion. The 
increase is based upon a re-
adjusted seat need from the 
June 2015 release of the origi-
nal capital plan. 

The SCA now believes 
83,000 new seats are needed 
for students  in New York 
City an increase of more 
than 33,000 seats from the 
projection a year before. The 
new funding would create 
44,348 seats, an increase of 
11,719 from the original 2015 
budget. 

Michael Mirisola, the 
SCA’s director of external 
affairs, said New York City’s 
population boom led to the 
increase in seat need.

“The need is really be-
cause of the people coming to 
the city and the tightness of 
our real estate,” he said. 

He also told the audience, 
which filled the room, that 
the additional funding would 
lead to the creation of 7,600 
new pre-K seats and help 
fund the eventual removal of 
all transportable classroom 
units.  TCU is the alternate 
name for the trailers parked 

on school grounds that are of-
ten used as classrooms when 
schools become too over-
crowded or do not have avail-
able space.

During the time for ques-
tions after Mirisola’s presenta-
tion, several parents, teachers 
and principals from a number 
of schools spoke about the 
continued presence of TCUs 
and asked for clarification on 
when they might be removed. 
According to Mirisola and 
the SCA’s capital budget, the 
amendment has allocated 
funding for the removal of 
every TCU, though not every 
trailer has been scheduled yet 
for removal. Mirisola stressed 
that the needs of the city’s pub-
lic schools were great.

“Everything we do is 
needs-based,” he said. “We 
can usually only address the 
most severe things.”

The SCA has already re-
moved 70 TCUs throughout 
the city, according to the cap-
ital budget, and 100 of the re-
maining 285 TCUs have been 
identified for removal, but 
the removal of the additional 
units requires the Depart-
ment of Education to find ad-
equate space for the students 
currently learning in those 
classrooms.

One speaker described 
the situation at Public School 
151 in Woodside, which has 
had TCUs on its property 
for about 118 children in the 
schoolyard for years. Mir-
isola acknowledged that the 
trailers had been sitting in 
schoolyards far beyond their 
original intended usage.

“Everyone’s had TCUs for 
12, 13 or 15 years,” he said, 
but he also noted there was 
one significant difference 
from years past that could 
make the removal of all TCUs 
a possibility. “We have the 
funds now.”

Kindergartners at PS 229 show off the masks they made. 
Photo by Patrick Donachie

Michael Mirisola, the School Construction Authority's director of ex-
ternal affairs, addresses a Parent Advisory Board during a Queens 
Borough Hall meeting. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Plans for the new main terminal at LaGuardia Airport are approved by 
the Port Authority with construction set to begin later this year. 

Rendering courtesy Neoscape

Parents want more 
schools, less trailers

Youngsters learn with puppets

LaGuardia deal OK’d
Port Authority board votes for $4B renovation plan

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 48
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Four female elected of-
ficials encouraged members 
of the Queens County Young 
Democrats to consider poli-
tics and public service as a 
career during a recent panel 
discussion, offering stories 
and guidance to the assem-
bled crowd on the challenges 
of being a woman in politics 
in New York City.

“Our panelists are all 
women winning in Queens,” 
Stacy Eliuk, the Queens 
County Young Democrats’ 
president, said in her in-
troductory remarks. Eliuk 
noted that the percentage of 
female representation in the 
country left much to be de-
sired.  According to a Rutgers 
analysis, only 19.4 percent of 
congressional legislators are 
women. 

In the New York City 

Council, Eliuk said, only 14 of 
51 representatives were wom-
en. Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills), who 
was on the panel, later re-
marked that there had been 
21 female members when she 
entered the council in 1991.

“Right now, we’re coming 
into a tough election, a scary 
one,” Koslowitz said, refer-
ring to the presidential pri-
mary contests. “We have to 
be vigilant to make sure the 
right people get in.”

The panelists for the 
event, which was held March 
24 at the Rego Center Com-
munity Room in Rego Park, 
also included Congresswom-
an Grace Meng (D-Queens), 
and state Assembly members 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and Alicia L. Hyndman (D-
Laurelton). All the panelists 
said they had not initially 

BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst man who per-

ished in a house fire last week 
should be buried with full mil-
itary honors, according to U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing). 
Martin Devereux, 71, was one 
of three men killed March 21 
after a discarded cigarette 
caused a raging two-alarm 
fire at 42-28 Ithaca St.

The victim’s cousin con-
tacted Meng’s office Monday 
to seek the honors saying that 
Devereux served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1963 to 1967 and 
that documents related to his 
service were likely destroyed 
in the blaze. Meng contacted 
the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs and the National 
Personnel Records Center to 
obtain Devereux’s military 
service record and confirm 
his eligibility for full military 

honors.
Meng obtained a copy of his 

service record Tuesday and 
sent it to the funeral director 
at Neufeld Funeral Home in 
Flushing, where Devereux’s 
funeral service was scheduled 
for this Thursday. Only fu-

neral directors can make the 
formal request for military 
honors.

“The fire that took the life 
of Martin Devereux was a ter-
rible tragedy,” Meng said. “He 
bravely served our country 
and deserves this military 
honor for his service. I’m just 
glad we were able to get the 
process started and obtain the 
records in time for the request 
to be made.”

Military honors for funeral 
include an honor guard ser-
vice and an American flag is 
draped over the deceased’s cof-
fin. Craig Lott, 53, and a third 
unidentified man died in the 
housefire.

Another fire broke out in 
East Elmhurst early Tuesday 
morning that tore through 
two homes and three garages. 
It took more than 100 firefight-

BY BILL PARRY

When Mayor Bill de Blasio 
took office, he made fixing the 
culture of brutality on Rikers 
Island a priority of his new 
administration. He turned 
to 67-year-old Joseph Ponte, 
who had spent the previous 
three years remaking Maine’s 
prison system, and appointed 
him commissioner of the De-
partment of Correction, put-
ting him in charge of the city’s 
prison system and the nation’s 
second-largest jail.

“When I came through the 
door in April 2014, there was 
no overall plan ever,” Ponte 
said. “I had a picture that it 
would tax everything I had 
learned in my 40-plus years 
and that’s proven to be abso-
lutely true. I’ve used every 
skill I’ve acquired over time. 
We’ve got an awful lot of stuff 
to fix in a short while.”

Two years later, Ponte, now 
69, told the TimesLedger edito-
rial board last week that he is 
“having fun” now that many 
of his reforms are taking hold. 
He said his 14-point plan to re-
duce violence and support the 

culture change at the DOC has 
had tangible results.

The use of force with seri-
ous injury dropped 23 percent 
department-wide in 2015 from 
2014 as a result of better officer 
training and greater emphasis 
on conflict de-escalation while 
inmate assaults on uniformed 
staff with serious injury has 
dropped 11 percent in the same 
time span.

“The mayor said ‘I’m going 
to fix this’ and made it his pri-
ority,” Ponte said. “With this 
mayor and the City Council 
funding and support, we have 
the opportunity to do things 
and now a lot of people are en-
gaged.”

The city has made a $72.5 
million investment in equip-
ment and gear to improve of-
ficer safety and another $23.5 
million for training uniformed 
staff in new initiatives to re-
duce violence and improve 
leadership development and 
culture. The city has also al-
located $51 million for the hir-
ing of new Correction officers, 
with almost 1,000 currently in 
an 18-week training program 
at the DOC’s academy.  

“I wouldn’t call that a re-
form. I’d call it a necessity. 
Twenty years ago the city had 
a hiring freeze and now were 
coming up on that 20-year-

peak,” Ponte said. The turn-
over in personnel could have 
an added benefit in that new 
trainees learn about the Ponte 
reforms.

“Out with the old school 
and in with the new school and 
that’s healthy,” he said.

If the commissioner had 
limitless funds he would like 
better, more efficient jails 
with better sight lines, where 
officers could see everything 
unlike the current facilities. 
Ponte said 66 percent of the  
city’s jails “are past their life-
times.”

“We haven’t done some 
basic maintenance,” Ponte 
said. “In one facility the lock-
ing system hasn’t worked in 
more than 15 years. Instead 
of an electronic lock they use 
a metal lever. That’s a safety 
hazard.”

Two weeks ago Ponte was 
quoted as saying he was open 
to shutting Rikers Island af-
ter Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
proposed such a plan in Febru-
ary.

“I was asked would I be 
interested in discussing the 
speaker’s proposal and I said 
I was open to having a discus-
sion,” he said. “It’s a good dis-

An early morning fire in Elmhurst 
claims the lives of three men and 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng wants one 
to be buried with military honors. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Department of Correction Commissioner Joseph Ponte fields questions 
about reforms at Rikers Island from the TimesLedger Newspapers edito-
rial board. Photo by Bill Parry

Ponte explains reforms on Rikers
Great strides made with prison’s adolescent population, which drives most of the violence

Meng wants military honors
for Elmhurst house fi re victim

Queens’ female pols 
motivate Young Dems

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

An East Elmhurst Laundromat pro-
vided free laundry services to more 
than 75 families living at The Landing 
homeless shelter near LaGuardia Air-
port this week. 

Samuel Van De Cruze, the owner 
of Mr. Bubbles Laundromat at 94-23 
Astoria Blvd., began picking up laun-
dry Monday night and he and his staff 
worked all night long to wash, dry, fold 
and return the clean loads of laundry 
to the shelter by 7 a.m. each morning -- 
giving families plenty of time to dress 
in fresh clothes for school, job training 
or job- and house-hunting.

“These kind of heartfelt and 
thoughtful gestures are why we are so 
grateful for the warm welcome we’ve 
received from the East Elmhurst com-
munity,” said Elizabeth Abdur-Ra-
heem, senior program manager at The 
Landing. 

Catina B., who lives at The Landing 
with her toddler and spends more than 
a quarter of her income on laundry, 
was grateful for Van De Cuze’s gener-
osity.

“Normally I spend almost $30 on 
laundry weekly, which has to come 
from my Public Assistance income,” 
she said. “This (donation from Mr. 
Bubbles) means that this week both 
she and I won’t have to go through that 
-- and I will be able to save this $30 for 
something else.”

Van De Cruze planned to launder 
1,000 pounds of laundry each night, es-
timating that his gift to The Landing 
families, with delivery and pick-up, 
will save them a total of nearly $5,000. 

But in an interview at his Laundro-
mat Tuesday, the owner admitted he 
was not as altruistic as it might seem.

“Look, I’m a businessman,” Van De 
Cruze said. “You ever drive around 
this neighborhood? There’s Laundro-
mats everywhere and I had to figure 
out where I could get more business. I 
saw the shelter and found out they had 

no laundry facilities so I offered my 
services.”

Van De Cruze started by leaving fli-
ers on the shelter’s front desk advertis-
ing his services plus free pick-up and 
delivery.

“I got a call for a pick-up about two 
weeks ago,” he said. “I picked up four 
bags of laundry and it was pretty clear 
it hadn’t been laundered in months. 
The clothes were in really bad shape 
and I had to launder them several 
times before they were fresh. It got me 
thinking what’s going on over there.”

The Rosedale resident, who was 
a social worker for a year during the 
Dinkins administration before decid-
ing it was too difficult, was motivated 
to do something to help the resident of 
The Landing.

“Clean clothes and bedding are 
necessities -- almost as important as 
food and shelter,” he said. “People 
need clean clothes to function and be 
healthy. It’s a basic need.  What good is 
it if the clothing’s not clean? How else 
can you be presentable or sociable and 
go to work and school?”

He decided to offer the free service 
for the week in the spirit of Easter but 
did not want it to appear there was any-
thing religious behind his motives.

Samuel Van De Cruze offers free service at 
his East Elmhurst Laundromat for residents 
at The Landing homeless shelter. 

Photo by Bill Parry

E. Elmhurst Laundromat
gives shelter free service

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

FIRST 
    PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
 IN JAMAICA

354 YEARS BY FAITH  

13th Annual Free Prostate Cancer Screening 
Event and Health Fair - Saturday April 2, 2016 | 8am-1pm

Celebrate Worship....Sunday 8:00 am | Worship...10:00 am
Prayer Service....Tuesday 7:00 pm 

Refuel Worship Service...Wednesday 12:00 noon

89-60 164th St.  Jamaica, NY 11432 | (718) 526-4775
http://www.firstchurchjamaica.org

“Our calling & legacy is to welcome all 
God’s children & transform lives.”

Reaching others for Christ. Developing believers in Christ.
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THE ULTIMATE NBA  
SHOPPING DESTINATION

Now Open at
Fifth Avenue @ 45th street

FREE GIFT with purchase of $30 or more!
-SPECIAL OFFER-

*Present this ad at any register.  Associate scan CNG.  While gift supplies last.

@NBASTORE @NBASTORENBA STORE NYC NBA.COM/NYCSTORE
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St. Agnes Academic High School

718-353-6276    13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

SUMMER CAMPS

Girls & Boys Grades 
6th - 8th         $80
9:30am - 11:00am

Girls & Boys 
Entering 8th Grade    $250

9:00am - 11:00am

Girls grades 1st-5th     
$80

9:00am - 11:00am

TACHS Course

August  8th - 11th

Science Camp

Cheer Camp

Dance Camp
July 11th - 14th

Girls Grades 5th-8th   
$80

9:00am - 11:00am

Acrylic 
Painting

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 
Boys & Girls 

Grades 6th - 8th      $160
11:30am - 1:00pm 

Girls & Boys Grades 3rd - 5th 
9:30 am -11:00 am       $160

Grades 6th - 8th  
11:30am - 1:00pm       $160

DIY  Arts & Crafts
August 1st - 4th and August 8th -11th 

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

Girls & Boys Grades 
6th- 8th          $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Graphic 
Design

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 

August  1st - 4th

August  8th - 11th

College Point,  College Bound

Prospective Student 
Information Session

April 7th
5:00pm - 7:00pm

•100% Graduation rate
•100% College acceptance rate
•AP & College credit classes
•Honors Program
•New physics lab

•Classes integrated with iPads 
    and Google Classroom
•Performing Arts Program
•Partnership with St. John’s University,    
    SUNY Albany, and Molloy College

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor   

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 

Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, 
Bronzes, Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & 

Marble Top Furniture, Fine Porcelain, 
Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The company that opened 

the borough’s first medical 
marijuana dispensary, the 
Queens Patient Center in 
Elmhurst, in January is bat-
tling Google over the corpo-
rate giant’s refusal to carry 
its advertisements because 
it used the words “medical 
marijuana” or “medical can-
nabis.” 

Vireo Health of New York 
at 89-55 Queens Blvd. sent a 
letter to the Internet search 
company last week urging it 
to change its policy and ac-
cept its submissions.

“It is hard to understand 
where they are coming 
from,” Vireo Health of New 
York CEO Ari Huffnung said. 
“Google’s policy is that they 
will not accept ads that pro-
mote recreational drugs.”

After the letter was re-
ceived, Google rejected two 
advertisements that had been 
accepted because they did not 
include the terms ‘medical 
marijuana’ or ‘medical can-
nabis.’ 

“We are shocked and dis-
mayed that Google chose to 
retaliate instead of engaging 
in a constructive dialogue,” 
Hoffnung said. “We continue 
to call on Google to stay true 
to their ‘do no evil’ corporate 
values and lift those restric-
tions preventing us from 
freely communicating with 
New Yorkers suffering from 
life-threatening and debili-
tating conditions like cancer, 
ALS and HIV/AIDS.”

In his letter to Google Co-
founders Sergey Brin and 
Larry Page, Hoffnung wrote 
that Vireo’s products are sold 
strictly and exclusively for 
medicinal purposes and in 
conformance with New York 

law and that the products le-
gally cannot be, sold or used 
for recreational purposes.

“We are talking about one 
of the most powerful compa-
nies on Planet Earth setting 
policies that impact the lives 
of millions of people,” Hoff-
nung said. “When you have 
that level of power, it comes 
with a special degree of re-
sponsibility. It is incumbent 
on Google to develop more 
thoughtful and nuanced ad-
vertising policy.”

He said the service pro-
vided by Google AdWords in 
which Vireo’s advertisement 
would show up in certain key-
word searches, is more valu-
able than traditional print 
advertising. Vireo plans on 
resubmitting its advertise-
ment again

“Look, 60 to 70 percent of 
online searches go through 
Google,” Hoffnung said. “To 
be barred from that platform 
makes it very difficult for 
us.”

He has not heard back 
from Brin, Page or anyone 
else from Google.

“Their reason doesn’t 
make any sense and it is baf-
fling and disappointing that 
we don’t have a response from 
them yet,” Hoffnung said.

Dr. Kyle Kingsley, CEO of 
Vireo Health, the parent com-
pany of Vireo Health of New 
York, took Google to task.

“As a physician, it’s hard 
to understand why Google 
willingly accepts ads that 
promote highly addictive 
painkillers, like OxyContin, 
that are responsible for thou-
sands of deaths each year, but 
knowingly rejects medical 
cannabis ads that could, in 
many cases, be a significant-
ly safer therapeutic option for 
patients,” he said.

BY MADINA TOURE

Two major efforts are un-
derway to honor legendary 
hip-hop group A Tribe Called 
Quest and one of its members, 
Queens-raised Phife Dawg, 
who recently died.

Malik Taylor, known by his 
stage name Phife Dawg and 
his nickname “The Five-Foot 
Assassin,” died March 22 in 
California at the age of 45 due 
to complications from diabe-
tes, according to his manager, 
Dion Liverpool, known as DJ 
Rasta Root.

He was diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes—when the 
body does not produce insu-
lin—in May 1990, according 
to his profile on the website of 
dLife, or the Diabetes Health 
Company. 

One petition, addressed to 
City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Mahattan), 
calls for Linden Boulevard be-
tween 192nd and 193rd streets 
to be co-named “A Tribe Called 
Quest Boulevard.”

The video for the group’s 
single “Check the Rhime,” the 
first single from their second 
album, “The Low End Theo-
ry,” releaded in 1991, was shot 
on that boulevard.

Brooklyn resident Leroy 
McCarthy, who has also been 
pushing for street renamings 
for hip-hop figures in the oth-
er boroughs, started the mo-
tion for the street renaming 
and Brooklyn native Tee Smif, 
a TV producer, started the pe-
tition, which has 5,359 of the 
7,500 signatures needed. 

“I have spoken with the 
management for Phife Dawg 
and shared with him my con-
dolences and asked them if 
they would be receptive to this 
idea,” he said. “They said they 
are.”

Liverpool said he and the 
family are interested in the 
petition but are still recover-
ing from their loss. 

“Based on our conversa-
tions with him (McCarthy), we 
felt like it is an honor,” he said. 
“I think whether Phife had 
passed away or not, I think 
that should have been in play 
just based on what the group 
has done for culture.” 

A spokesman for Mark-Viv-
erito said she is interested in 
the proposal.

“We’re happy to review the 

petition,” he said.
Miller said Phife Dawg’s 

death is a loss for St. Albans 
and the entire hip-hop indus-
try. 

“I look forward to support-
ing the introduction of this 
legislation and this tribute to 
these musical pioneers,” he 
said in a statement.

Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams said the board is wait-
ing to receive the appropriate 
forms from McCarthy.

“If it’s what the community 
wants, then it what’s the com-
munity should have,” Adams 
said.

Taylor, who was raised 
in St. Albans, is one of three 
members of A Tribe Called 
Quest, which he formed in 
1985 along with fellow Queens 
native Q-Tip and Brooklyn na-
tive Ali Shaheed Muhammad. 
The fourth member, Jarobi 
White, who also helped found 
the group, left in 1991 but re-
mained as an honorary mem-
ber.

The group’s first album, 
“People’s Instinctive Travels 
and the Paths of Rhythm,” was 
released in 1990. The group 
broke up in 1998 but has re-
united several times.

Phife Dawg released his 
solo album, “Ventilation: Da 
LP,” in 2000.

Another petition, started 
by Noelle Ross, calls for St. Al-
bans Park to be renamed “Ma-
lik ‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor Park.” 
The petition has received 5,002 
of 6,000 needed signatures. 

A Parks spokesman said 
parks are named by the Parks 
commissioner or through lo-
cal law, but the agency has not 
received any official proposals 
for the renaming of the park. 

“NYC Parks, too, is sad-
dened by the sudden death of 
Queens’ own Phife Dawg,” the 
spokesman said.

On his Facebook page, 
White called for Sayres Av-
enue from 180th Street to Mer-
rick Boulevard to be renamed 
“Malik ‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor 
Avenue” and for St. Albans 
Park to be renamed. McCarthy 
said White expressed support 
for the Linden Boulevard pe-
tition and that they support 
the St. Albans Park petition, 
which Smif also signed.

“It’s not competing peti-
tions,” Smif said. “It’s just love 
across the board. Different 
people want to show their love 
in different ways.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Vireo Health of New York is shocked Google has rejected all of its ad-
vertising because of its language. Photo by Bill Parry

Phife Dawg, a member of the hip-hop group A Tribe Called Quest, died 
last week due to complications from diabetes. Photo by Brian Ach/AP

Tribute to Phife Dawg
Efforts underway to honor St. Albans-raised musician 

Vireo Health takes on
Google over ad policy
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POLICE 

Blotter
RIDGEWOOD — Police were look-

ing for a suspect wanted in connection 
with two robbery and forcible touching 
incidents in Ridgewood.

Police said that on Saturday, 
March 19, around 1 a.m., the suspect 
approached a 20-year-old female and 
pushed her to the ground. He then 
grabbed the victim’s genitals under 
her clothing and fled the location, po-
lice said.

Minutes later, the suspect ap-
proached a 25-year-old woman near 
Harman Street and put his arms 
around her neck and tried to get into 
her pants, police said. The victim man-
aged to get away, but not before the sus-
pect had emptied her pockets.

Police described the suspect as a 
Hispanic man. 

HOWARD BEACH — Police were 
seeking information on an individual 
who was wanted in connection with a 
robbery that occurred Monday at the 
New York Community Bank located at 
156-39 Cross Bay Blvd. 

The incident took place at approxi-
mately 1 p.m. when a man entered 
the bank and passed a note to a teller 
demanding money, according to the 
NYPD.

The teller gave the suspect approxi-
mately $2,200 and then fled the bank, 
police said.

The suspect was described as a 
white man, approximately 25 to 35 
years old and about 5-foot-6. He was 
wearing a red sweater with a hood, 
dark-tinted glasses and gloves. The 
police released a photograph of the 
suspect, and anyone with information 
can call the police department’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS or at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

JAMAICA — Police were looking for a missing boy, last 
seen inside his Jamaica home Saturday. 

Qwane Mitchel, 15, from 150-49 119 Road, was last seen 
wearing a gray sweater, blue sweatpants with stars on the 
side, blue sneakers and carrying a black bookbag.

Police describe him as 6-foot-1 and weighing 164 pounds, 
with a thin build, medium complexion, black hair and 
brown eyes. He also has a chipped front tooth, police said.

Police released this sketch of a suspect 
wanted in connection with robbery and 
forcible touching incidents in the 104th 
Precinct.  Image courtesy NYPD

Jamaica teen reported missing: Police

NYPD seek Howard Beach bank robber

Ridgewood groper/robber sought: NYPD

Police were searching for this man suspect-
ed in a bank robbery on Cross Bay Boulevard 
Monday.  Photo courtesy NYPD

QWANE MITCHEL
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Dental  
Implants

don’t have to  
be expensive

to be  
the best!

 
 

Complete Tooth  
Replacement

Implant, Post, & Crown

$1,499*
NOT VALID FOR WORK PREVIOUSLY STARTED
* Full payment due upon commencing treatment. Implant, post and 
crown must be completed in our office to qualify for promotional 
fees. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must bring ad in 
at time of free consultation. VALID April 1 THRU APRIL 11, 2016.

FINAL DAYS  
OF SPECIAL

Invisalign®

Complete Case  
Only $3,999

CONTEMPORARY
DENTAL IMPL ANT CENTRE ®

www.cdic.com

BROOKLYN
1800 Ocean Pkwy

Brooklyn, NY  
11223

NEW YORK CITY
295 Madison Ave

28th Floor
NY, NY 10017

VALLEY STREAM
260 W. Sunrise Hwy, 

Suite 201  
Valley Stream, NY 11581

SCARSDALE
1075 Central Park Ave. 

Suite 402
Scarsdale, NY 10583
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The recent survey that the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent Association 
membership took indicates that 
96 percent of the membership 
disapproves of Mayor de Blasio’s 
performance, while 97 percent 
disapproves of the City Council’s 
performance.

These indications are very se-
rious ones, and there needs to be 
much better and smoother com-
munication between the PBA, 

the mayor and the City Council. 
Our police officers are the best, 
and they put their lives on the 
line each and every day to pro-
tect the citizens of our great city. 
They need 100 percent support 
from both the mayor and the City 
Council.

It is important that the police 
get that support because they 
have a very hard job as it is al-
ready. We don’t need the mayor 

or the City Council undermin-
ing the efforts of the police to do 
their jobs. Enough is enough. 
Get behind our brave men and 
women in blue and give your full 
support—now.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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As the April 1 deadline neared for the next state 
budget, it appeared Gov. Andrew Cuomo had backed 
down on his threat to slash nearly $400 million from 
CUNY in a move to force the city university system 
to become more efficient.

The governor changed lanes after CUNY employ-
ees, students and supporters mounted a protest out-
side his Manhattan office last month to decry the cut.

Angry activists pointed out that Cuomo was sev-
ering a critical resource for CUNY while at the same 
time backing a $15-an-hour minimum wage and 
pushing paid family leave. The dissonant approach 
mystified some political observers.

For many New Yorkers, particularly poor fami-
lies and immigrants, CUNY is a way out of poverty 
and into the economic mainstream of the city.

The leaders of CUNY College foundations got into 
the act, taking out ads in city newspapers to urge 
the governor and the state Legislature to maintain 
their investment in the system. The full-page ad said 
late Intel CEO Andy Grove called his alma mater the 
“American Dream Machine.”

CUNY is a steal in today’s tuition free-for-all that 
has seen costs skyrocket to $60,000 a year at the most 
competitive private colleges.

Tuition at CUNY’s four-year colleges such as 
Queens College—known as the “jewel in the crown” 
of the system—is $5,430 a year.  The Flushing institu-
tion frequently appears among the best values in the 
college-rankings lists.

At CUNY’s community colleges the annual tab is 
$3,900. LaGuardia Community College in Long Is-
land City bills itself the “world’s community college” 
based on its diverse student body from 160 different 
countries. It has been voted one of the top three large 
community colleges in the United States. 

The academics at many CUNY colleges are chal-
lenging and prepare graduates to excel in a number 
of fields. CUNY has produced its share of Rhodes 
scholars and two Nobel laureates so far this decade.

After announcing his plans to require the city 
to pick up $465 million in state funding for CUNY, 
Cuomo faced outrage from many quarters. 

Perhaps the governor realized he had overplayed 
his hand. Bowing to pressure, he said last week he 
would keep CUNY’s $1.6 billion budget untouched 
and his director of operations told The New York 
Times that the governor’s threat had been a negotiat-
ing tactic to force the system to streamline its spend-
ing. An overseer will monitor CUNY spending.

CUNY is one of Queens’ and the city’s most pre-
cious resources. Its mission is too important to be used 
as a bargaining chip in Albany’s budget hijinks.

HANDS OFF CUNY

City politicians should support police
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READERS WRITE

When it comes to public 
transportation, (“The Transit 
Dance,” March 25 issue), New 
York City Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s recent speech on his pro-
posed $82.1 billion 2016-2017 
fiscal year budget beginning 
on July 1, sounded great but 
provided little substance. He 
failed to give any specifics of 
how he will come up with $2.5 
billion promised to meet the 
shortfall in the proposed $28 
billion 2015-2019 MTA Five 
Year Capital Plan. The mayor 
is kicking the can down the 
road. He hasn’t given any spe-
cific information on how the 
MTA and New York City will 
come up with funding to im-
plement any of the following 
transportation projects advo-
cated by many other elected 
officials, constituents and 
transit advocates.

The list includes, but is not 
limited to, the following proj-
ects or proposals. Where does 
de Blasio stand on these ideas? 
Many City Council members 
are supporting the Commuter 
Rail Fare Equalization Pro-
posal. This would allow NYC 
residents to pay the same $2.75 
fare on the Long Island Rail 
Road or Metro North Rail 
Road as riding the subway 
and provide a free transfer to 
the subway. How will the city 
provide the MTA with $200 
million to cover the cost?

$6 billion will be needed 
to construct Phase 2 of the 
Second Avenue Subway. What 
about finding $500 million to 
build the new No. 7 subway 
station at 10th Avenue and 
41st Street? This was dropped 
from the original scope of 
work for the Hudson Yards ex-

tension as a means to keep the 
project within a baseline $2.1 
billon budget. In the end, the 
cost was $2.4 billion without 
this station.

The LaGuardia Airport 
Train to the Plane baseline 
budget of $450 million will re-
quire up to an additional $550 
million in the years to come, 
bringing the final cost close to 
$1 billion.

The $3 billion new Penn 
Station will end up needing 
far more than $300 million in 
combined assistance from the 
MTA, New Jersey Transit and 
Amtrak, along with Port Au-
thority of New York and New 
Jersey. Does anyone really be-
lieve that potential developers 
will spend $2.7 billion of their 
own funding to pay for this?

Queens residents will be 
looking for $200 million to-

ward the $400 million Wood-
haven Boulevard Select Bus 
Service. These dollars may be 
necessary if NYCDOT is un-
able to secure $200 million in 
U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation Federal Transit Admin-
istration New Starts funding.

Others will continue to lob-
by for $100 million to construct 
light rail between Glendale 
and Long Island City on the 
old Montauk LIRR branch;

A full $1 billion for resto-
ration of LIRR service on the 
old Rockaway LIRR branch; $2 
billion for the Triboro X Sub-
way Express (a new subway 
line connecting the Bronx, 
Queens and Brooklyn); $100 
million for the Main Street 
Flushing Intermodal Bus Ter-
minal; $40 million to reopen 
the Woodhaven Boulevard At-
lantic Branch LIRR Station; 

and, most recently, $2.5 billion 
for the Brooklyn-Queens Wa-
terfront Street Car Connector, 
which would connect various 
neighborhoods along the wa-
terfront from Sunset Park, 
Brooklyn to Astoria.

Where does de Blasio think 
the MTA will find the cash for 
all these projects? The Fed-
eral Transit Administration 
and the State may be possible 
funding sources for some of 
these projects, but clearly the 
city will have to contribute 
some significant funding if 
many of these projects are to 
ever see the light of day.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

This Easter my wife and 
myself spent the holiday with 
our friends Dave and Marion 
in Bellerose.

Dave and I have known 
each other for over 50 years—
since we were 13 years old 
and lived in Queens Village 
in the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. Our 
conversation centered on our 
memories of the past living in 
Queens Village.

As for myself I lived on 
213th Street and 102nd Avenue. 
The house I had lived in was 
bought by my grandfather in 
1924 whose name was Freder-
ick Williams. As I was told by 
my father, Frederick Bedell Sr., 
a large part of Queens Village 
at that time was farmland.

I remember my father tak-

ing me down to 99th Avenue, 
where there was a chicken 
farm. Now on that same av-
enue there were two junk 
yards where I would take used 
newspapers and collect extra 
money for my trouble.

There was, a few blocks 
over on 212th Street, a deli 
known as Yugo’s, which I 
thought made the best food and 
sandwiches in Queens Village. 
And right next store was a sta-
tionery store where you could 
get candy for a penny and pick 
newspapers up for anywhere 
between five and 10 cents. 
I also remember a diner on 
212th Street, where my father 
would take me on Saturdays 
so my mother could clean the 
house without interruptions, 

and which later became a car 
wash. What a shame because 
they made the best pancakes. 

Let me also point out we 
had three bowling alleys. One 
was on 213th Street and you 
had to walk down a flight of 
stairs to where it was located. 
We also had two movie the-
aters, one of which was called 
the Century Queens Theater 
where I served as an usher. 
The other was called the Com-
munity Theater, where you 
could watch two movies and a 
cartoon for 35 cents.

We also had a clothing store 
called Wilson’s, where my 
friends and myself would buy 
clothes, and also our Boy Scout 
uniforms. I had attended with 
my parents Grace Lutheran 

Church on 100th Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard, which 
this year will be 100 years old. 
I also sang in the choir and at-
tended Grace Lutheran Day 
school for eight years with my 
good friend Harry Weymer 
who I reconnected with after 
50 years.

Queens Village had a lot 
to offer the youth of that day 
with parks where you could 
play baseball. I even belonged 
to the YMCA, where we took 
trips–including one to Alley 
Pond Park where we learn to 
respect and love nature.

We had many different 
stores, one of which was a hard-
ware store, Megans. This was 
a place with wooden floors, an 
old-fashioned hardware store 

where if you needed screws or 
nails, you didn’t have to buy a 
box and the clerk would open 
these and sell you just what 
you actually needed.

Well, my friend Dave said 
to me, “You can never go home 
again.” I said that is so true, 
but maybe you can in your 
mind where you can travel 
back to where the memories 
can be relived. To all those 
who had lived in Queens Vil-
lage in those days, I hope I had 
brought back some memories.

Frederick R.Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Remembering the way things were in Queens Village

Who will pay for the city’s transit plans?



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 1–7, 201614    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

N
o doubt many across 
our borough have 
watched the events in 
Brussels with anxi-

ety, perhaps wondering if the 
events at Zaventem Airport 
could happen at La Guardia 
or JFK. We wonder if we’ll be 
safe in the subway—a system 
so large we could never hope 
to perfectly secure it. We spent 
most of last week going about 
our lives alongside police dogs 
and heavily armed police and 
to a certain extent, we’ve ac-
cepted it as the new normal.

By now, we know the plat-
itude—in that the Western 
world cares only about the vic-

tims of terrorism when it hap-
pens in the West. While there 
is certainly some truth to this, 
it’s easy to see how Queens 
residents could identify with 
their European counterparts, 
as opposed to anonymous faces 
on the other side of the world. 
The attacks come at a time of 
exceptional violence, as this 
month has seen deadly attacks 
in Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan and 
the Ivory Coast.

While we are all prone to 
be selective in our outrage and 
mourning, it seems especially 
pertinent, after a week of excep-
tional violence, to remember 
that extremist violence affects 
innocents all over the world.  
When our leaders speak only 
about Belgium, it distorts the 
true nature of suffering around 
the world. Even the Easter Sun-
day attack in Lahore, Pakistan, 
an attack meant to terrorize 
religious minorities, killed 
Muslims and Christians alike. 

The March 13 attack on Grand 
Bassam, a tourist destination 
in the Ivory Coast, victimized a 
country where equal numbers 
of Muslims and Christians live 
in harmony.

When people search for 
answers or rationale in the 
actions of madmen, there is a 
propensity to find scapegoats, 
including refugees fleeing vio-
lence from the same non-state 
actors that attacked Brussels, 
or Muslim communities in the 
United States. In ignoring that 
the primary victims of ISIS 
or the Taliban are other Mus-
lims, we lapse into believing 

our Muslim neighbors, with 
whom we have lived peaceably 
with, for decades, tacitly sup-
port these attacks, or would 
seek to harm us.  

Unlike France and Bel-
gium, the Muslim-American 
community is well-integrated 
and not prone to radicaliza-
tion. Aside from isolated in-
cidents, fears of mass radical-
ization that arose in wake of 
the 9/11 attacks failed to ma-
terialize. In response to Brus-
sels and citing the threat of 
radicalization, Sen. Ted Cruz 
(R-Texas) suggested special po-
lice patrols of Muslim neigh-

borhoods. John Miller, the 
NYPD’s Deputy Commission-
er of Intelligence and Coun-
terterrorism, slammed this 
proposition, citing the number 
of Muslim officers on the force 
and comparing the idea to 
other violations of civil liber-
ties, including the internment 
of Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II. Indeed, even 
Cruz admits that the vast ma-
jority of Muslims in the United 
States are “law-abiding.”

I’m not going to discourage 
mourning the victims of terror 
in Brussels, but know that in 
Queens especially, your neigh-
bors from Turkey or Pakistan 
are also in mourning and feel-
ing uneasy for themselves and 
their relatives abroad.  Our 
country is at its worst when it 
reacts out of fear and we are 
best served by recognizing all 
victims of terror, not just the 
ones with whom we can easily 
relate.

W
hy do grandparents 
and their grandchil-
dren get along so 
well?

They share a common en-
emy.

Okay. Old joke. But the truth 
is, they share another common 
enemy that is not a relative. It 
is risk. When it comes to kids 
and seniors alike, society’s 
goal seems to be creating a 
zero-risk existence. This is as 
pointless and insulting for the 
older generation as it is for the 
younger. 

“Surplus safety” is what 
Bill Thomas calls the cosset-
ing that goes beyond being 
helpful and actually dampens 
the joy of human existence. 
Thomas is a Harvard-trained 
doctor who has always been 
shocked by the way we treat 
elders (a term he much prefers 
to “seniors”). So he’s the guy 

behind the Eden Alternative, 
which, among deeper changes, 
also brings plants and animals 
into nursing homes so there’s 
something for folks to care for 
that grows and changes. He is 
also the author of “What are 
Old People For? How Elders 
Will Save the World.” And 
he founded the Green House 

Project—a kind of confusing 
name, since it has nothing to 
do with greenhouses. 

First piloted in Tupelo, 
Miss., but now coming to Man-
hattan, the project replaces 
nursing homes with comfy, 
shared houses. The residents 
all live on one floor, with a big, 
country kitchen in the cen-
ter. The day revolves around 
making dinner, with everyone 
pitching in any way they can, 
and then eating the meal to-
gether, staff and residents. Ev-
eryone has a purpose, the day 
has meaning. It’s so simple, it 
makes me ill to think of elders 
wheeled into institutional caf-
eterias with no one asking any-
thing of them, because they’re 
not people anymore. They’re 
more like packages. 

Which brings us back to 
surplus safety—the kind that 
treats old people like antiques 

to be preserved in climate-con-
trolled comfort where nothing 
ever changes. Maybe that does 
lengthen one’s days on earth. 
But old people remain humans, 
and humans crave novelty.

Even if it involves a little 
risk. 

“Risk is just the probability 
that things will turn out differ-
ently than expected,” Thomas 
explained over breakfast near 
Grand Central the other day, 
when he was down from his 
home in Ithaca. “Now we use 
it mainly to mean downside 
risk—your car might burst 
into flames.” But the upside of 
risk is that even when some-
thing bad happens (maybe not 
quite as bad as your car burst-
ing into flames),  you are now 
faced with something new that 
you have to adjust to. For in-
stance: You got lost? Now you 
have to find your way home. 
To do this, you may have to 
steel yourself to ask a strang-
er for directions. Once you do, 
you realize, “Hey—that wasn’t 
so hard!”

For kids as well as elders, 
said Thomas, “You need to be 
exposed to risk to grow. You 
have to be put in a situation 
where things can turn out 

differently than you expect. 
When we make a fetish of the 
downside of risk, we also get 
rid of the upside of risk.” 

Helicopter parents try to 
remove all risk from their 
kids’ lives, because “What if?” 
looms so large: “What if my 
child gets abducted on the two-
block walk to school?” Less 
recognized is the way we do 
the same thing to our elders, 
denying them the joy still left 
in life, because… what if? 
“Don’t go to Europe, dad. What 
if you get sick and you’re away 
from your doctor?”

It isn’t that we deliberately 
want to stunt our elders. It is 
that we don’t realize how vital 
novelty is to the soul at any age. 
“From a neurological point 
of view, the nervous system 
craves novelty,” said Thomas. 
“It needs novelty. Without nov-
elty, the nervous system can’t 
make new connections.” 

So how can we give novelty 
back to our elders, if only to 
make sure that when we grow 
old no one is saving us from 
new experiences? The answer 
is simple: We have to start be-
lieving in our elders, the same 
way helicopter parents have to 
start believing in their kids. 

We have to trust our loved ones 
to roll with some punches.

These days Thomas travels 
around the country hosting 
a multi-media extravaganza 
called “The Age of Disrup-
tion Tour.” On stage singing 
(a skill he only mastered a few 
years ago) and playing guitar 
(ditto), and sometimes striding 
on stilts (major ditto), Thomas 
asks audiences to see growing 
into elderhood as just another 
stage of life, not that differ-
ent from when they grew into 
adulthood from adolescence. 
It can be a time of growth, but 
it’s not without risk.

Or at least, it shouldn’t be. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker author and founder of 
the book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

COLUMNS

Fighting terror requires solutions, not scapegoats

Variety is the spice of life at every age
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices

Old people 
remain human, 

and humans 
crave novelty

It seems especially pertinent, after 
a week of exceptional violence, to 
remember that extremist violence 

affects innocents all over the world.
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T
here are warnings on 
TV, in the newspapers 
and even in the February 
2016 Fresh Meadows Ho-

meowners Civic Association 
newsletter about criminals 
who try to get money from you 
claiming you owe money to the 
IRS. These criminals use this 
scam around this time of the 
year.

They call and claim you 
owe money to the IRS. They 
sometimes threaten you with 
all kinds of punishments, 
sometimes acting very tough 
on the phone and even threat-
en to arrest you. If this ever 
happens just hang up. The IRS 

does not call people asking for 
back taxes or penalties. The 
criminals try to intimidate 
senior citizens into sending 
them money. Sometimes “IRS” 
shows up on caller ID or even a 
fake badge number.

Sometimes the scam artist 
says the IRS owes you money 
and asks for your bank ac-
count number or other per-
sonal information so they can 
send you the money. Hang up, 
it is a scam. If you have any 
doubts, then call the IRS di-
rectly at 800-829-1040.

Another scam is the tech 
support one. Unsolicited calls 
from someone claiming to be 
from Microsoft or Windows 
tech support says that viruses 
have been detected on your 
computer. It is a scam. Hang 
up.They want you to call up a 
certain website and follow the 
directions. A dummy screen 
may appear showing viruses 
being detected and eliminat-

ed, but in reality malware is 
being installed that allows the 
scammer to steal your user-
names and passwords. That is 
why one should just hang up. 
Also, don’t click any links in 
unsolicited emails from “Mi-
crosoft” or in any pop-up ads 
promising to speed up your 
computer if you did not call 
asking for this information.

It seems that often the 
phone rings and no one is on 
the line. This may be an au-
tomated computer dialing 
system making thousands 
of calls. If you have caller ID 
screen your calls, and don’t 
pick up any number you do not 
know. If you pick up the phone 
then say hello once or twice 
or three times in quick suc-
cession, and if there is no re-
sponse then hang up quickly. 
In any case, don’t call back any 
unknown number.

Sometimes criminals ob-
tain some information about 

you such as your first name 
and use this information to 
gain your confidence so you 
will give them passwords or 
bank account numbers or the 
name of your bank. Criminals 
try to gain your confidence so 
they can get you to wire them 
money with the promise that 
they will send you a lot more 
money in the future.

Also be aware that crimi-
nals work with each other. If 
a criminal does trick you and 
gets money from you they may 
tell a friend who then contacts 
you saying that if you give 
them some money they will get 
the original money back. This 
is a scam. The scam artist will 
usually only ask for a few dol-
lars on the theory that you 
would more readily give them 
a small amount of money than 
several thousand dollars. 

Try to outthink the crimi-
nal. Just hang up, even if they 
call back. They are fishing for 

information so they can rob 
you.  If a situation seems too 
good or unrealistic, then it is 
a scam. Hang up.

State Senator Leroy Comre 
printed a nice booklet, “Pro-
tect Yourself from Identity 
Theft.” It was given out at the 
last Community Board 8 meet-
ing.  There is too much infor-
mation for me to print it all so 
if you want a copy call his dis-
trict office at (718) 454-0162.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK: In response to 
too many city workers putting 
in many hours of overtime in 
their last years before retiring 
and getting huge pensions, the 
city decided to set up a com-
puter system in 1998 to track 
large overtime payments. Re-
gretfully crooks overbilled for 
the project.

The scam was called City-
Time. Today we still have no 
way to stop expanded pensions 
for retirees.

W
hen I was a college 
student at Cornell 
University more than 
three decades ago I 

decided to major in history 
because I felt it would allow 
me to understand the roots of 
so many 20th-century riddles 
that plagued me.

How did the Holocaust hap-
pen? Couldn’t America have 
prevented it if it intervened 
earlier? Why did we care so 
much about a small Commu-
nist country in Southeast 
Asia that we were willing to 
send tens of thousands of our 
young men to die in those 
killing fi elds? Why didn’t 
the countries of Europe deci-
mated by World War I learn 
from their tragic mistake just 
two decades earlier before 
they rushed headlong into an-
other period of bloodshed and 
devastation?

Studying history would 

at least allow me to dive into 
these troubling questions, 
particularly the fi rst two that 
affected me directly as the son 
of Holocaust survivors. When 
it came time to choose a con-
centration of study in the his-
tory department, I opted for 
American foreign policy. I 
thought it would be an inter-
esting prism through which 
to study world events and also 
because of Professor Walter 
LaFeber, whose scholarship 
and teaching about the Cold 
War and the history of Ameri-
can foreign policy made him a 
legend on the Cornell campus.

But then one day at dinner, 
a cynical graduate student I 
lived with mocked my major 
decision. 

“There is no history of 
American foreign policy,” he 
proclaimed to my horror. “It 
changes every four or eight 
years when there is a new pres-
ident who changes course.”

I’ve been thinking a lot 
about that conversation as 
this year’s presidential prima-
ries confront chaotic and ever-
changing global issues. Our 
next president will need to 
tackle very complicated prob-
lems and must learn from the 

mistakes of the past.
In addition to recalling my 

college studies on foreign pol-
icy, I have also been remem-
bering another period: When 
I was 11 years old, my family 
moved to Munich, Germany 
from the Upper West Side. 
It was 1973, and the world 
seemed as chaotic as it is now. 
But then the perceived enemy 
was Russia, not radical Is-
lamic terrorism, which only 
hit our shores in 2001.

I attended the American 
Military School, which was 
situated on a large military 
base, one of many that Amer-
ica placed all around Ger-
many in the wake of World 
War II. I remember traveling 
to other military bases to play 
basketball against other pre-
teen American ex-pats whose 
fathers were in the military. 
It was a fascinating subcul-
ture—Americans who moved 
around the world from mili-
tary base to military base in 
order to keep the peace. 

I’ll never forget one omi-
nous day in October 1973, when 
my best friend Scott, whose fa-
ther was head of American 
military intelligence in Ger-
many, told me that American 

troops had been put on “alert.” 
This meant, he whispered to 
me, there might be another 
World War brewing in the af-
termath of the tense “Octo-
ber War” in the Middle East. 
America and Russia rattled 
sabers in this confl ict and the 
American troops in Germany 
and throughout Europe pro-
vided a bulwark against any 
further Soviet aggression in 
the region or in the Middle 
East.

Today, more than four de-
cades later, America has very 
few military outposts in Eu-
rope, and virtually none in 
Germany. In a few weeks, I 
will be visiting some relatives 
there, and I am curious what 
became of that military base 
that really stood for America’s 
“soft power” in the world.

As Hillary Clinton, Ber-
nie Sanders, Donald Trump 
and Ted Cruz talk tough about 
ISIS, I wonder whether it is 
time for America to try to 
wield this kind of “soft power” 
again. America’s presence in 
Europe in the second half of 
the 20th century not only as-
sured Germans would not 
militarize again, it also con-
tained the Soviets and allowed 

America to be powerful with-
out ever going to war.

In the post-Vietnam era—
with the exception of George 
W. Bush’s tragically misguided 
military intervention in Iraq, 
the costly confl agration in Af-
ghanistan, and the failed mis-
sion in Libya a few years ago—
America has had a peaceful 
50-year period. One major 
factor is because America as-
serted its position in the world 
through its omnipresence, not 
its military escapades.

As we enter a post-Obama 
foreign policy world in the 
next year, I would like to hear 
a candidate who echoes Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s famous slo-
gan about American power: 
“Walk softly and carry a big 
stick.”

In this extremely loud and 
sometimes embarrassing pri-
mary season, a candidate who 
does so will be a welcome addi-
tion to the political scene.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Tax time has become prime season for scammers

Tough talk should give way to ‘soft power’

Bob
Harris
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Police from the 102nd Pre-
cinct have made an arrest 
in connection with a March 
2 group-assault that left a 
24-year-old man in critical 
condition.

A  15-year-old boy was tak-
en into police custody March 
15, the NYPD said, close to two 
weeks after the assault on the 
corner of 85th Street and Ja-
maica Avenue. 

The teen faces several 
charges, including attempted 
murder, gang assault and 
criminal possession of a weap-
on, according to police. He is 
being held on $300,000 bond or 
$150,000 cash bail, police said.

“I don’t foresee that per-
son coming out to the streets 
anytime soon,” Jose Severino, 
community affairs officer for 
the 102nd Precinct, told the 
audience March 19 during a 
meeting of the Woodhaven 
Residents’ Block Association.

The victim was found bleed-

ing in front of Scaturro’s Food 
Market at 84-39 Jamaica Ave., 
but police said the stabbing 
occurred in front of a bodega 
on 84th Street and Jamaica 
Avenue. 

Police said five to six males 
approached the victim, con-
versed with him, then stabbed 
him twice in the neck.

According to Inspector 
Deodat Urprasad of the 102nd 
Precinct, fast responding of-
ficers were able to save the 

man’s life.
The stabbing came only 12 

days after a 39-year-old man 
and a 32-year-old woman were 
shot inside the Rico Chimi 
hamburger restaurant located 
at 80-01 Atlantic Ave.

Lt. Estrella of the 102nd 
Precinct said police were 
looking for an individual who 
came from Brooklyn and that 
the restaurant shooting was 
likely related to gang activity 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Police said a serial robber 
who preys on the elderly has 
struck in both Queens and 
Brooklyn.

After the most recent in-
cident this past Saturday, po-
lice said the crook has struck 
at least five times.

On Jan. 20, he followed 
a 76-year-old woman to her 
home by Myrtle Avenue and 
Weirfield Street in Ridge-
wood. When she reached her 
door, he wrapped his hands 
over her mouth, pushed her 
inside and robbed her at 
knifepoint.

The suspect then pointed a 
gun at an 87-year-old man in-
side the home and demanded 
more money, police said.

Police have connected the 
suspect to three more robber-
ies in Park Slope, Brooklyn. 

The past Saturday the 
suspect followed his victim 
to her apartment near Ocean 
Parkway and Beverly Road 
in Kensington at 4:40 p.m. 

Saturday, then knocked on 
her door, cops said. When 
she answered, he struck her 
in the face with a hard object 
and then fled without taking 
anything.

Emergency units took the 
woman to Maimonides Hos-
pital in stable condition, po-
lice said.

On Feb. 11, in Park Slope, 
he followed a 71-year-old 
woman home, tried to tie 
her up, showed a gun and 
assaulted her in. He then 
robbed the victim, leaving 
her with an abrasion to her 
lip, police said. On March 2, 
he put a 91-year-old woman 
in a chokehold in her Ninth 
Street home in Park Slope, 
cops said. 

Ridgewood has seen a 
slight increase in crime in 
recent months.

On March. 14, a suspect 
wanted in connection with 
the shooting of two men at 
a Ridgewood deli was found 
dead a short time later, 

A police source said the stabbing which occurred near 84th Street and 
Jamaica Avenue, may be gang related. Project Woodhaven

Crook who robs the old 
strikes in Queens: Cops

Police arrest 15-year-old boy  
in Woodhaven gang assault 
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Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Buy Now And Save!
Let’s Make A Deal

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

REPAIRS
WELCOME!

FREE 
AT-HOME

ESTIMATES

“My husband, Dr. Vincent Pacella, worked his entire career in Brooklyn – caring for 
his patients with exceptional compassion and warmth. This was the place he loved 
the most. So it was only fitting that he spend the final days of his life with your 
remarkable staff at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn. We knew that this was the only 
place that could repay him with all the love he deserved. The moment he arrived, you 
relieved his anguish and pain. There was an instant calmness and warmth that we all 
felt. And you took care of every detail – keeping him free of pain and comfortable. 
You even provided a special bed for my six-foot-six Vinny. Being devout Catholics, your 
priests embraced our faith and never let go of our hands throughout his final journey, 
surrounding us with peace and comfort. We had heard about Calvary from our doctor 
friends, but never imagined how special your staff of angels really are.”

– Dorothy Pacella

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at NYU Lutheran • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  
The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

“After caring for his patients his entire life,
all the kindness was returned to my husband at the very end…at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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BY BILL PARRY

A 22-year-old Corona man was sen-
tenced to 14 years to life in prison for 
the strangulation murder of a young 
woman he met on the street, followed 
home and then killed with his bare 
hands in July 2009, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

Jose Martinez was just 15 years 
old and riding his bicycle in Astoria 
on July 12, 2009 when he encountered 
Carmen Saldana, a 23-year-old fashion 
student. He followed her to the home 
she shared with her mother.

With Martinez right behind her, 
Saldana rushed inside her apartment 
and locked the door, but Martinez 
kicked it open and entered. She argued 
with the teen and a physical alterca-
tion ensued.

Martinez put his hands around the 
young woman’s neck and choked her to 
death.

“This was a senseless and brutal 
crime -- made all the more unfathom-
able because the defendant was just 
15 years old at the time,” DA Richard 
Brown said. “A young woman’s life was 
tragically cut short and the defendant, 
now an adult, will spend a lengthy term 
behind bars to protect society.”

In December 2015, Martinez pleaded 
guilty to second-degree murder before 
Queens Supreme Court Justice Grego-
ry Lasak, who sentenced Martinez to 
14 years to life.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria) brought her re-election campaign 
to the Museum of the Moving Image in 
Astoria last week. 

Surrounded by family and friends, 
the congresswoman listed many of 
the projects she has funded in west-
ern Queens since she first went to the 
House of Representatives in 1992, in-
cluding billions to improve infrastruc-
ture in the area.

“When I first ran for Congress, I did 
it because I wanted to improve the lives 
of my constituents,” Maloney said. 
“Your well-being has always been my 
priority. That is why I worked with the 
EPA to have Newtown Creek declared 
a superfund site. That is why I have 
worked to improve the infrastructure 

in this area. Infrastructure is in my 
DNA. It is one of my biggest priorities 
across the district.”

She also introduced more than 70 
measures, including landmark leg-
islation such as the James Zadroga 
9/11 Health and Compensation Act; 
the Credit Card Bill of Rights, saving 
consumers up to $20 billion a year; and 
the Debbie Smith Act to speed up the 
processing of DNA rape kits.

Earlier in the day, Maloney an-
nounced a $325,000 federal grant for 
The Floating Hospital in Long Island 
City that will improve its substance 
abuse program. Then she was back in 
Astoria to celebrate Women’s History 
Month with Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) at a noon luncheon 
at the Astor Room.

BY BILL PARRY

Newly appointed MTA Transit 
President Veronique “Ronnie” Hakim 
will appear with members of her staff 
at a town hall meeting in Sunnyside 
Tuesday and answer questions about 
the No. 7 subway line. The event takes 
place at the Sunnyside Community 
Services center at 43-31 39th St. begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting comes two months 
after City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) joined members 
of the advocacy group Access Queens 
at a rally beneath the 40th Street rail-
ing against years of service shutdowns 
and unreliable service during the last 
several years. MTA officials last met 

with frustrated 7 train riders in April 
2014.

“I’m extremely proud to host this 
town hall with Access Queens and to 
bring MTA President Ronnie Hakim 
directly to 7 train riders,” Van Bram-
er said. “All too often, the 7 train is 
overcrowded and unreliable, and the 
MTA has been unresponsive to our 
complaints. This town hall will give 
riders a chance to share our concerns 
with the MTA and to get the answers 
we deserve.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

No. 7 train town hall scheduled

Maloney stops in Astoria

Corona killer sentenced

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance 
Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract 
renewal with Medicare. AARP isn’t an insurer, doesn’t 
recommend products, and encourages you to evaluate 
your needs. AARP does not employ or endorse agents, 
producers or brokers.

Y0066_140908_172800_FINAL_
61F04D85 Accepted
SPRJ18219
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Jada George

Student of Distinction

April 2016

Mathematics, Science 

Research & Technology 

High School 

Cambria Heights, New York 

It was clear from freshman year that Ozone 
Park native Jada George would be a student of 
note. Her academic achievement throughout the 
ensuring years merited her selection as Class 2016 
Valedictorian, Mathematics, Science Research & 
Technology High School (MAST HS). Among her 
achievements is maintaining a 95+ average from 
9th through 12th grade. This enviable GPA earned 
her consistent placement on the Principal’s Honor 
Roll and membership in the National Honors Soci-
ety. This year, Jada was selected to be MAST HS’s 
Honor Society chapter president.

During freshman year Jada signed up for activi-
ties that would impact her education as well as the 
educational environment. Among these activities 
was participation in an anti-bullying program, 
STEP, and A World of Difference program. A 
World of Difference peer program, created and 
run by the Anti-Defamation League, is designed to 
combat prejudice. Program participants learn to 
recognize bias and its harm, learn about the value 
and benefi ts of diversity, and, lastly, confront rac-
ism, anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry.

A speech given by Assistant Principal John 
Recio during Jada’s fi rst year at MAST HS inspired 
her to join STEP, NYU’s Science & Technology 
Entry Program. STEP is a pre-college enrichment 
program for talented and motivated under-repre-
sented minority groups to encourage and increase 
interest in pursuing Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing or Math fi elds. 

AP Recio states, “Jada signed on to NYU STEP 
immediately. I knew then that she would succeed 
during her high school education.”

All STEP participants attend Saturday classes 
at NYU throughout the academic year and then 

attend a 4-week summer course. Jada stepped 
up to the program’s challenges and emerged with 
treasures: She received an award for outstanding 
achievement in PSAT Math during 10th grade and 
received an award for outstanding achievement in 
Trigonometry during 11th grade.

STEP also provides participants the opportunity 
to participate in instructor-guided group research. 
Last summer, Jada performed research at NYU on 
Genetics And How it Affects ALS. Her results were 
presented at NYU’s Annual Diversity Conference. 
She is currently Lab Assistant at New York Univer-
sity’s Chemistry Department, which she considers 
her second home.

Science teacher Claudia Rico comments, “In 
class, Jada bestows leadership qualities in her 
work habits and presentation. She continually 
poses questions and justifi es fi ndings in a collegial 
manner. I had the pleasure of being her AP Biol-
ogy teacher. She demonstrates leadership roles by 
taking incentive in inquiry-based investigation. Her 
research is outstanding and her reports are of a 
high caliber.”

Due to her stellar STEP performance, NYU 
program leaders selected Jada as a Posse Scholar. 
Posse Scholars receive a four-year, full-tuition schol-
arship to attend a Posse partner college. Jada has 
selected and been accepted to Brandeis University.

Posse Scholars meet weekly with staff trainers 
and their Posse peers for two-hour workshops from 
January to August of senior year. Jada’s group 
meets every Thursday, at which time they receive 
instruction in topics necessary for successfully 
achieving their college goals.

 Training includes teambuilding, group support, 
cross-cultural communication, leadership, and 
becoming an active agent of change. All students 
are eligible for Posse scholarships; fi nancial need 
or minority status are not criteria.

According to Ms Rico, Jada has learned to bal-
ance her academic career with her philanthropic 
endeavors. These endeavors are manifold and 
include: volunteering at High School Fairs; joining 
the 92nd Street Ys park cleaning program; helping 
in a soup kitchen; serving on Student Council; 
assisting as a Library Aide; participating at school 
Bake Sales; food drives for the homeless on 
Thanksgiving; and helping at Jamaica Hospital dur-
ing Christmas. Jada also took part in AIDS walks. 

 Peers at MAST HS enjoy the benefi ts of Jada’s 
time, knowledge and leadership skills, too. She 
tutors peers for the SAT’s, English, Math and Sci-
ence. 

Althea Porter, National Honor Society Coordi-
nator, says “Over the period I have known Jada, 
I have seen her undergo many positive improve-
ments as she matured into the outstanding young 
woman that she is today. She is an attribute in the 
furtherance of a positive image for our school.” 
Not surprisingly, Jada was presented with the 
Bronze Medal for outstanding work in community 
service.

Jada is an advocate for the wealth of op-
portunities both her family and her school have 
provided. She enthuses, “I thank my teachers and 
administrators for helping me toward my goals. I 
also would like to thank my mother for exemplify-
ing what a strong, intelligent, inspiring woman is 
like.”  

Jada is well on her way toward becoming just 
such an admirable person herself. She will major 
in Bio Chemistry and minor in Math at Brandeis 
University. We wish her many triumphs ahead!
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Holi rings in the season in living colors

Old and young, grandmother and granddaughter, take part in the tu-
mult and freedom of Holi, the ancient Hindu celebration of the coming of 
spring. The pink and blue powders wash off when they get home.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Akash Ghai (l) and Leah Persaud make a handsome couple, even under the colors.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

The Phagwa tradition of pelting passers-by with powder in many colors 
is intended to make all the celebrants look the same, wiping out distinc-
tions of class and status, at least for the day.  Photo by Michael Shain

The red-hot Republican presidential campaign made 
an appearance—in costume—at the usually non-par-
tisan spring holiday parade.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Not even the cops are spared the baptism by colored 
powder at the annual Holi parade in Richmond Hill.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

A cloud of powder hangs over Smokey Oval Park where thousands of revelers gathered after the parade for 
music and dancing.  Photo by Bill Parry
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/30/16 – 4/11/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you pur-
chase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against 
card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Make the smart choice today. 
Save energy year-round.

JANUARY 30—APRIL 11, 2016

$100 REBATE* 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

4 Solera® Soft Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

DUETTE® ARCHITELLA® HONEYCOMB SHADES
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

2

3

1

5 6

4 Angelo Giraldo of Floral Park, a Republican, says he'd 
cross party lines to vote against candidates who support 
another casino at Belmont Park.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Floral Park Mayor Tom Tweedy (with Council member Barry Grodenchik behind him) op-
poses the idea of using gambling profits to fund government as well as the creation of a 
new casino so close to an existing one at Aqueduct race track.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Tammy Williams, an organizer of the No Belmont Casino protest, says it was intended 
as a warning shot to local to legislators.  “We voted you in, we can vote you out,” she 
says.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

The Queens Distance Runners staged the Queens 30K Saturday. The race is a 30-kilometer tune-up for the inaugural 
running of the Queens Marathon on April 30 in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.   Photo by Nicole Lewis

Top three: (l-r) second-place finisher Stephen Kress, winner Eric Englebrecht, and Bobby Asher in third. Some 300 
 runners signed up for the prep race, but the marathon is expected to draw so many it will be run in two shifts.  

Photo by Nicole Lewis

Under the Unisphere, the first finisher wins the Queens 
30K by a mile.  Photo by Nicole Lewis
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Aviator Sports and Events Center 3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

New for 2016:
• Air Conditioned buses
• Activities and Games
• Educational Trips
• Healthier Menus

Aviator Summer Camp
is all the RAVE!

What parents are saying:

“My 9-year-old loves coming to Aviator for skating and soccer. 
He’s so excited for this summer to come. Love meeting your staff!”
-Andrea S., Marine Park

“Our 11-year-old son came out of his shell this year at camp. 
We’re happy about the upcoming summer and all the new 
programs.”
-Zachary B., Bay Ridge

Your kids will thank you!

Schedule a private tour!
Come and see what we’re all about!

Summer
Day Camp

To take a virtual tour of our facility, visit: AviatorSports.com/virtual-tour

Call Jason at (718) 758-7510 or visit AviatorCamps.com to register or to learn more!

•
•

WE’RE FOR THE

“I CREATE MY OWN

OPPORTUNITIES”

TYPE OF PEOPLE

almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562) 
13 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY

KEEP YOUR BUSINESS MOVING WITH  

ALMA BUSINESS LENDING SOLUTIONS.

Last year ALMA Bank originated $187 million  

in new business lending through Business Loans, 

Lines of Credit, Expansion Loans and Real Estate 

Lending. ALMA gets you the capital you need  

with the local advantage your business deserves. 
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

A ccording to the American Dia-
betes Association, as men and 
women age, their risk for type 2 

diabetes increases. 
Diabetes develops when the amount 

of sugar in a person’s blood is too high. 
When a person has type 2 diabetes, 
his or her body does not respond to 
insulin, a hormone that regulates the 
amount of glucose, a type of sugar, in 
the blood. Aging makes the body less 
accepting of sugars, thereby making 
aging men and women more suscepti-
ble to type 2 diabetes. 

But just because aging is an uncon-
trollable risk factor for type 2 diabetes 
does not mean men and women over 50 
cannot take steps to reduce their risk. 
The Association advises that routine 
exercise and a healthy diet that is low 
in saturated and trans fat and moder-

ate in salt and sugar can help seniors 
stay healthy and lower their risk for 
type 2 diabetes. 

A healthy meal plan should include 
lean protein, non-starchy vegetables, 
whole grains, healthy fats, and fruit. 
In addition, those young and old who 
want to decrease their risk for type 2 
diabetes should avoid sugar-sweetened 
beverages such as soda, sports drinks, 
sweet tea, and fruit punch.  

Effectively reducing your risk for diabetes

Aging makes the body 
less accepting of sugars, 

thereby making aging 
men and women more 
susceptible to type 2 

diabetes. 
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MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 

• Physical therapy
• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
• DOT Physical
• Immigration Physical
• X-Ray

• School/College Physical
• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

New High School option coming to Queens Village! 

At NVCHS 
you will gain the tools 
to succeed 
in college and careers. 

Our schools offer 
core courses:
• Math
• Science
• English
• Art
• Physical Education
and Advanced Placement
& College Level Courses

Apply Today! 
www.newvisions.org/apply or 

call us at 646-470-0375

*co-location pending Panel for Educational Policy approval

New Visions Charter High School for the Humanities IV* coming to IS 109
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/01/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/01/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Horace Greeley Middle School in Astoria, Omar Perez shows off his prize-winning 
work in this year's Morgan Book Project Competition, a contest to teach students about the 
craft of illuminated manuscripts.  Courtesy of IS 10

At the Panera restuarant in Long Island City, a check for $13,167 is presented to the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation, money raised during October’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
with proceeds from the sale of the chain’s Pink Ribbon Bagel. Courtesy of Panera

At Zucker Hillside Hospital , the mental health facility of Northwell Health located in Glen 
Oaks, a new, first-in-the-state psychiatric unit to treat women with maternal depres-
sion is opened by first lady of New York, Chirlane McCray (c), and Council member Barry 
Grodenchik (to her right).  Courtesy of Northwell Health

Bishop Charles Norris, Sr. of the Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church speaks at the Downtown 
Committee of the Greater Jamaica Development Corporation at the Jamaica Market during 
a meeting called “Doing Business With JFK Airport.” Photo bt Walter Karling

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic offers encouragement at PS 46’s Writer’s Night in Oakland 
Gardens, organized to show off student work and encourage writing as a career. 

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

A satellite office of the Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs is officially opened in-
side Queens Borough Hall with Borough President Melinda Katz (c), state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. (r) and Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (in between) among others. 

Courtesy of Borough President's office
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

As a demonstration, DOT will close Wyckoff Ave between Myrtle and Gates Aves for a day to create 
a pedestrian plaza. There will be seating and programming. Come spend time in the plaza and see 
how it affects the area. DOT staff will be available to answer questions and to take comments.  
Community Boards 4 Brooklyn and 5 Queens will review the plaza proposal later this spring.

“Our commitment to you will always remain 
the same - personalization, unquestioned integrity,

compassionate guidance and fair prices.”

 Caring Staff who are sensitive to 
    emotional and fi nancial concerns

 Free Pre-Arrangement counseling

 Specializing in both foreign and 
    domestic transfers

 Dignifi ed cremation services 

 Minutes from JFK International
    airport and all other public
    transportation 

 Ample parking available

O’Reilly Funeral Home, Inc.
137-40 Brookville Boulevard, Rosedale, NY 11422

1–(718)–528–6969
(Call Us 24 Hours a Day/ 7 Days a Week)

“Serving Families of All Faiths since 1929”

Peter J. O’Reilly
Owner/Director

Email: OReillyFH@aol.com
www.OReillyFuneralHome.com

Family Owned and
Operated With Pride
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Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR  
and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

Buy Tickets Online or at the Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

FOR SECURITY PURPOSES, NO BACKPACKS ALLOWED.  

RANDOM SECURITY AND BAG CHECKS.  

AN ACTIVITY OF THE GREATER NEW YORK  

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION.

MON-SAT 10AM-10PM  SUN 10AM-7PM

JAVITS CENTER     AUTOSHOWNY.COM
MAR 25 - APR 3, 2016

BY MADINA TOURE

A Briarwood man was ar-
rested and charged with mak-
ing terrorist threats after he 
allegedly called 911 dozens of 
times to report false emergen-
cies, Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. Accord-
ing to a complaint filed by the 
DA’s office, the man claimed 
he made the calls because the 
sound of sirens responding to 
those calls calmed his verbal-
ly abusive uncle down. 

Kenneth Campbell, 47, 
was arraigned March 24 on 
charges of making a terrorist 
threat and falsely reporting an 
incident at his home, a 36-unit 
apartment building in which 
he has lived for more than 15 
years, according to Brown. 

Campbell was held on 
$20,000 bail and ordered to re-
turn to court April 7, Brown 
said, noting that he faces up 
to seven years in prison if con-
victed. 

“In more than 30 instances, 
emergency responders rushed 
to the defendant’s apartment 
building, resulting in both a 
waste of time and resources,” 

he said. “The false calls could 
have also put lives at risk by 
preventing firefighters and 
other rescuers from respond-
ing to real emergencies.”

Between Feb. 12 and March 
16, there were at least 20 calls 
made to 911 reporting various 
emergencies or impending 
emergencies at the location, 
including odors of gas and 
smoke as well as electrical 
emergencies, according to a 
complaint filed by Brown.

At least nine calls between 
March 1 and March 16 report-
ed elderly individuals falling 
and suffering head injuries or 
not being able to get back up, as 
well as individuals suffering 
heart attacks and one going 
into labor, the complaint said.

FDNY personnel respond-
ed to the location and each 
incident was determined to be 
a malicious false alarm, the 
complaint continued. 

On March 9, five 911 calls 
were made reporting bombs in 
the building, a bomb strapped 
to the 911 caller’s body and a 
threat to throw bombs on the 
police and on the building’s 
fire chief, the court papers 

said. NYPD personnel were 
then dispatched to the loca-
tion.

During one of the March 
1 calls, the caller gave the 911 
operator a phone number that 
ended up being matched to 
Campbell vis-à-vis the LexisN-
exis Accurint for Law Enforce-
ment database, according to 
the complaint. 

Campbell allegedly said he 
made the calls because his un-
cle is verbally abusive to him 
and becomes more relaxed 
when he hears sirens, the com-
plaint said.

He allegedly used his old 
iPhone and his girlfriend’s old 
phone to make the 911 calls, 
neither of which had SIM 
cards, making it difficult to 
trace the calls, the complaint 
added.

He changed the sound of his 
vice when making the calls, 
also from a payphone location,   
the court papers said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A Briarwood man was charged with making terrorist threats after he 
called 911 and reported false emergencies, the Queens district attorney 
said. Google Earth

Briarwood man made phony 911 calls: DA 



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 1–7, 2016 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Queens Locations
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37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
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• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
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���Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
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Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
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�����������
• Home Health Aid
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�
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• Experienced instructors
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54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

OUR LEGAL TEAM
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slumped over his steering wheel in an 
apparent suicide, police said.

At around 1:50 a.m., the suspect en-
tered Mike’s Deli Grocery, located at 
20-60 Gates Ave., and shot two of the 
deli’s employees after getting into a 
verbal dispute with them, police said.

Two weeks before the Myrtle Av-
enue assault, three men were arrested 
for allegedly attacking a 21-year-old 

man with a machete on St. Nicholas 
Avenue early New Year’s Day, police 
said.

According to a criminal complaint 
from the Queens district attorney’s 
office, the three identified suspects 
punched the male victim and threw 
him to the ground. Soon after the sus-
pects along with seven unidentified 
suspects attacked the victim with a 
machete, causing lacerations to the 
victim’s face, shoulder, back and chest, 
police said,

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 6, 2016!
Deadline April 29, 2016

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander

Maria Blacque Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine Feeney
Erica Ford

Anne Forde
Sonia Goode-LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo
Pastor Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & Josephine 

Wendell

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than April 29, 2016

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 12th, 2016
6pm–10pm

brings private capital and expertise to 
an airport in desperate need of invest-
ment, and shifts the risks of complex 
construction in an operating airport 
environment from the Port Authority 
to well-capitalized private parties.”

State officials contend LaGuardia’s 
modernization will be a major econom-
ic boon for the region, generating $1.3 
billion in wages and $5.2 billion in re-
gional economic activity. Cuomo said 
construction will begin “shortly,” with 
significant completion of portions of 
the airport opening 39 months after 

the start of construction.
“Modernizing our aging airport ter-

minals demonstrates the Port Author-
ity’s commitment to focusing on the re-
gion’s transportation infrastructure,” 
PA Vice Chairman Scott Rechler said.   
“To achieve operating efficiencies, of-
fer our customers the best in world-
class service and meet the anticipated 
rise in passenger demand, it is impera-
tive that the agency continues to make 
these investments in our airports.”

The entire project is expected to be 
completed by 2021. The airport will 
remain in operation throughout the 
reconstruction, according to the Port 
Authority.

change the culture at the prison, es-
pecially among the adolescent popula-
tion.

“We’ve put a focus on 18- to 21-year-
olds because they’re driving most of 
the violence at 30 percent,” Ponte said. 
“We’ve retrained officers and screened 
youthful inmates and let them live in 
a clean environment. Everybody’s buy-
ing into it, the inmates and the staff.”

Nearly 400 inmates  are housed sep-
arately in Accelerated Program Units, 
where his 14-point plan is applied. Ev-
eryone works together and if the unit 
does well, each week they are reward-
ed with better programming.

“That’s the incentive and we’ve 
had great results in every measurable 
way,” Ponte said. There have been zero 
stabbings and slashings and “very few 
force incidents” since they opened.

Ponte knew when he first arrived 

two years ago that the approach to ado-
lescent inmates had to be changed im-
mediately.

“One thing I didn’t know is that in 
New York 16- and 17-year-olds are rou-
tinely incarcerated as adults.” he said. 
“New York is one of only two states in 
the nation that does that with 16-year-
olds. These are kids. They’re tough 
kids but they are still kids.”

Ponte has instituted reforms to help 
mentally ill inmates, programs to help 
inmates re-enter society and lower 
recidivism and punitive segregation 
reforms. Ponte ended such solitary 
confinement for 16- and 17-year-olds in 
December 2014 and he will end puni-
tive segregation for 18- to 21-year-olds 
in July.

When reminded of the June suicide 
of Kalief Browder, who was sent to Rik-
ers Island at the age of 16 and spent 
800 days in solitary confinement over 
three years, Ponte said, “He would not 
have been in punitive segregation” if 
his reforms had been in place.

LaGuardia

Joseph Ponte

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

or a personal dispute.
“This was premeditat ed,”  Estrella 

had told the February Woodhaven 
Residents Block Association meeting. 
“The suspect went after a specific per-
son.”

Estrella said the investigation was 
ongoing, but that the main aggressor 
in the Rico Chimi shooting had been 
arrested.

In 2010, directly above the scene of 
the March stabbing crime, Dario Paiva 
was fatally stabbed on an elevated sub-

way platform at the 85th Street-Forest 
Parkway station on the J line.

Three years later, Natasha Marti-
nez was stabbed on 85th Street in a sus-
pected gang attack.

Both incidents occurred within 
a one-block radius of the March 2 at-
tack.

Estrella said in February the pre-
cinct had enjoyed recent success in 
combating gang activity within Wood-
haven. 

There are two active gangs in the 
area known to police, he said, and both 
of them have large numbers of mem-
bers who have recently been incarcer-
ated.

Woodhaven
Continued from Page 16

Robber
Continued from Page 16
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

To experience the cult of personal-
ity today, one need only stream the 
political drama “House of Cards,” or 
catch Republican presidential front 
runner Donald Trump expounding on 

whatever issue is getting traction with 
his followers that day. 

But charismatic leaders, who un-
derstand the power of whipping up 
a crowd to a frenzy with their words, 
have been around since long before the 
invention of mass communications. 

William Shakespeare even wrote 
about it back in 1599 with his tragic play 
“Julius Caesar,” now on stage in a new 
production by the Titan Theatre Co. 
through April 10 at the Queens Theatre.

With this sleek, loud and flashy ver-
sion, Titan once again proves its mettle 
as the borough’s top theater company. 

Granted there were a few mis-
steps—some of the supporting players 
got director Jack Young’s note on being 
louder and unfortunately took it to the 

extreme every time they opened their 
mouths—but for the most part, Titan’s 
troupe along with a slate of guest ac-
tors delivered a stirring evening of po-
litical drama.

Young, who helms the Houston 
Shakespeare Festival and University 
of Houston’s professional actor train-
ing program, brings the action very 
much to today while keeping it rooted 
in its historical time. 

John Taylor Phillips, as Brutus, 
attempts to calm the crowd in 
a scene from "Julius Caesar." 

Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

Continued on Page 40
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THE ART OF POLITICS

Titan Theatre Co. ends its season with dark tale 
of ambition, power in Shakespeare’s ‘Julius Caesar’

Sudoku 36 
Crossword Puzzle 38 

Arts & Entertainment 38 
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PRODUCTIONS

“Cosi fan tutte” —  Queens College drama 
and music students present an updated 
version of Mozart’s opera set at Coney Island 
during the 1920s.
When: April 7 - April 10
Where: Goldstein Theatre at Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors, $10/Queens 
College students, faculty and staff
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“Julius Caesar” —  Titan Theatre Co. ends 
its season with Shakespeare’s drama about 
politics, power and ambition. 
When: Through April 10
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” — Aquila 
Theatre presents a witty, fast-paced production 
of the Sherlock Holmes story with one huge twist: 
Holmes will be played by a woman. 
When: April 1 - April 3
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave., 
South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25-$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Sunshine Boys” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
about a old-time vaudevillian comic duo 
attempting to make a comeback gets a new 
staging by the Rockaway Theatre Co. 
When: Through April 10
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Wind in the Willows” — Kenneth 
Grahame’s classic children’s story adapted 
into a stage play by A. A. Milne, with music by 
H. Fraser Simson, follows the adventures of 
Mole, Rat, Badger and Toad of Toad Hall.
When: April 16 - April 24
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

AUDITIONS

“Guys and Dolls” — Maggie’s Little Theater 
will hold auditions for its July musical 
production. Prepare a showtune, preferably 
from “Guys and Dolls,” and be ready to dance 
and read a short scene.
When: Sunday, April 3, from 3 pm - 6 pm

Continued on Page 42

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Answers in Sports
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BY MERLE EXIT

If Lucy Liu can play Dr. 
Watson on the TV show “El-
ementary,” then what is stop-
ping someone from casting a 
woman to play Sherlock?

Apparently nothing. 
The Aquila Theatre brings 

its production of “The Adven-
tures of Sherlock Holmes” to 
Queens Theatre this weekend 
with actress Jackie Schram 
playing the titular role.

“This is the first time that 
I have played the role of Sher-
lock Holmes,” Schram said. 
“I don’t know that any female 
has ever played that part.  The 
concept came from Aquila 
Theatre’s Artistic Director 
Desiree Sanchez.”  

Sanchez had been watch-
ing a version of Sherlock Hol-
mes on television with her two 
daughters, when one asked if 
the great detective could ever 
be a woman, Schram said. 

So Sanchez thought about 
it and decided that indeed Hol-
mes could be a lady.

Jackie Schram, as Sherlock, and Peter Groom rehearse a scene from "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes," which plays this weekend at the Queens 
Theatre.  Photo courtesy Richard Termine 

Queens Theatre presents Ms. Sherlock Holmes

York College is in on the joke

Continued on Page 42

BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

Something funny is going 
on in the Milton G. Bassin Per-
forming Arts Center at York 
College. 

Well, event organizers 
hope audiences will be laugh-
ing when the 2016 LaffaHol-
ics April Fool’s Comedy Show 
rolls into Jamaica Saturday 
night. 

On tap for the show are 
some of New York City’s finest 
comics like Brooklyn Mike, 
Jon Laster, Marshall Brandon 
and more, said Bassin’s Inter-
im Director Kwame Clarke.

LaffaHolics will include a 
live band, multiple DJs and co-
medians working in tandem.

“We’re doing this show in 
a way that we want people to 
come back as an annual come-
dy event,” Clarke said. “This is 
a full experience and not just 
comedic, but live music and 
comedy that I believe the audi-
ence will really appreciate.”

Ray DeJon, who is the pro-
moter, will be presenting Laf-
faHolics to York for the first 

time. 
DeJon is known for work-

ing with artists like Kevin 
Hart, Mike Epps, Tracy Mor-
gan and Bill Bellamy. Despite 
this being his first show at 
York, DeJon expects an inti-
mate environment that will be 
fueled with the audience’s at-
tentiveness. 

“A lot of people don’t know 

York College for its perfor-
mances because they do stuff 
internally,” he said.  “Regard-
less people can still expect to 
laugh whether they are famil-
iar with it or not.” 

The entertainment promot-
er said this event will be non-
stop, high-pace comedy. 

“Everyone is a headliner, 
each person is going to go 

harder than the next,” DeJon 
said.

The 10 comedians who will 
perform each have their own 
set of jokes and style that they 
bring to the table. 

Meme Simpson, who is the 
only woman performing in the 
show, talks about sex from a 
female’s perspective. Damon 
Rozier is in a wheelchair and 

makes a lot of jokes about be-
ing in one. Hispanic comedian 
Imagine jokes about things in 
his unique Latino New Yorker 
way. 

“Having a different per-
spective from different people 
is important,” DeJon said. “If 
you have a lot of comedians 
that all focus on one theme, 
then the event won’t be as good 
because you will have a lot of 
clashing and many of the jokes 
will the same.”

Emcees Ray Dejon (front row, l-r) and TK Kirkland host comedians Brooklyn Mike (back row l-r), Damon Rozier, 
Smokey Suarez, Jason Andors, Meme Simpson, Jon Laster, Marshall Brandon and Drew Fraser at the April 
Fools Comedy Show at York College Saturday.  Images courtesy Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center

IF YOU GO
LaffaHolics April Fool’s 
Comedy Show

When: Saturday, April 2, at 
7 pm
Where: Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center at 
York College, 94-45 Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20 - $75
Contact: (718) 262-3750
Website: www.york.cuny.
edu/centers-institutes/
performing-arts

Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center hosts 2016 LaffaHolics April Fool’s Comedy Show
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EVENTS

Historic New York: Native 
Americans — The Urban 
Rangers will guide the group 
through historic sites once 
inhabited by the Matinecock 
Indians around Fort Totten. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 
1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Lainie Kazan with Dick 
Capri— Film, TV and stage star 
Lainie Kazan returns to her 
singing roots with a concert 
of standards. Comedian Dick 
Capri opens the show. 
When: Sunday, April 3, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $42 - $48
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Community Input Meeting: 
Playground Thirty-Five 
— Share your ideas for 
reinventing Playground 
Thirty-Five, which is located 
on 35th Avenue near 
Steinway Street in Astoria.
When: Wednesday, April 6, 
at 6 pm
Where: Museum of the 

Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free, but register at 
nycgovparks.org
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Glass Bottle Art — Spend 
the afternoon socializing 
and making art at this 
adult workshop. No artistic 
experience is necessary, and 
all supplies will be provided.
When: Thursday, April 7, at 
1:30 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Bird Walk with New York 
City Audubon — Register 
for one or all of fi ve walks 
through Queens Botanical 
Garden led by NYC Audubon, 
which will help point out and 
identify the birds. 
When: Saturday, April 9, at 
9 am
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Included in price of 
garden admission. $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students with 
ID and children 3 and over
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Kathy Griffi n — Take a trip to 
the D-List with comedian, TV 
personality and author Kathy 
Griffi n as she brings her 
stand-up act to Queens. 
When: Saturday, April 9, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $39 - $74
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

FILM

And the Beat Goes On: 
Music Making on Film 
— In conjunction with 
its exhibition about the 
Ramones, the Queens 
Museum has planned a nine-
week fi lm series exploring 
the evolution of musical 
performers on celluloid. 
This week’s fi lm is 1988’s 
“Liberace,” from director 
William Hale and starring 
Andrew Robinson. 
When: April 6, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 
suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MUSIC

Ian Kay: A Musical Journey 
From Doo Wop to Jazz — 
Explore the music of the 20th 
century with performances 
by Ian Kay and the OKs, the 
New York Belles, Low Key 

Acappella and Leon Petruzzi 
with the NY Little Big Band. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 8 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $40
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Junko Ueno Garrett — 
Garrett, who was born in 
Japan, brings an evening of 
“Tango, Soul & Passion: Piano 
Music from Japan and the 
Americas,” to Flushing Town 
Hall.
When: Thursday, April 7, at 7 pm

Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Crooked Road on 
Tour — Take a trip to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains for a 
celebration of SW Virginia’s 
bluegrass, banjo and fi ddle 
music. Attend a fl atfooting, 
a percussive style of 
dancing from Appalachia 
accompanied by the fi ddle, 
at 7 pm
When: Saturday, April 9, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town 

Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Sinatra Century— 
Performers Billy Stritch and 
Jim Caruso celebrate the 
music of Frank Sinatra with a 
concert of classics from Ol’ 
Blue Eyes.  
When: Sunday, April 10, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40

TAKE ME HOME COUNTRY ROADS
The Crooked Road celebrates the bluegrass music of southwestern Virginia and is roll-
ing into Flushing Town Hall for a concert April 9. See Music listings for for informa-
tion.  Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Al Capp's World
Across
1. Volvo rival
5. Home
10. Pro or con
14. Actor Ray
15. Fisherman, at 
times
16. Frank or Francis
17. Al Capp parody 
of Dick Tracy
20. Steve Grogan, 
for one
21. Mouse catcher
22. Op. ___ 
(footnote abbr.)
23. Numbered hwy.
24. One with a flag
27. Bone: Pref.
29. "M*A*S*H" role
32. Hubbub
33. Ukr. neighbor
36. Major flop
38. Al Capp character 
(nee Scragg)
41. Old Dixieland 
classic
42. Baton Rouge inst
43. Bobby of the 
Bruins
44. _____ Banks
46. Bigmouth, for one
50. Get together
52. Halloween mo.
55. Balancing pro
56. Have something
57. Head of State, 
e.g.
60. Capp's yearly 
event in Dogpatch

63. Object of worship
64. French thoughts
65. Yearn
66. Catches some 
rays
67. Exams
68. Droops

Down
1. Seattle's ___ 
Field
2. Smith of "Dallas"
3. Responds to 
change
4. When doubled, 
island near Tahiti
5. Watchful
6. Having less free 
time
7. Guesstimate 
words

8. Skillful
9. Ranch addition
10. 1978 Peace 
co-Nobelist
11. Launch
12. Certain party org.
13. Startled cry
18. Env. contents
19. Jewelry beetles
24. Kind of spray
25. Brandenburg's 
river
26. Neither's partner
28. Old railroad name
30. Saying
31. It's spotted in 
casinos
34. 1 running from 
Maine
to Florida
35. Pancake topper

37. Give the cold 
shoulder
38. In ___ straits
39. Saw eye to eye
40. "Welcome" site
41. Actor Arnold
45. Atlas, for one
47. Maine's ___ 
National Park
48. Arose
49. Agree
51. Flip response?
53. ___-cross
54. Half a score
57. Marquis de ___
58. Lady bighorns
59. Dosage amts.
60. Canine 
command
61. Oklahoma town
62. Big success

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

DON'T GET ANGRY
S H O W N V O I C E R E M
A U D I O A B O U T O V A
C R O S S S T I T C H Y E T
S T R E E T T A K E P A R T

S L A T O R E L S E
M A L T E S E C R O S S
I V Y S H A L E T Y K E
T E R M S S A N H O O H A
T R E E E S T E E G A S

C R O S S E X A M I N E
S N O C A T R I D E
P A G A N I N I L A T V I A
L I D D O U B L E C R O S S
A V E O S T I A H O W E S
T E N M E S S Y E S S E N

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 41
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D
o you want to be a star? Or per-
haps more modestly, do you 
simply want to strut your stuff 
in community theater?

After taking a long break from act-
ing to work as the producer of 50 plays 
for The Outrageous Fortune Company, 
I have been cast in my most significant 
role in more than two decades. So, it 
occurs to me that readers may appre-
ciate an insight into a community 
theater production. My story, told in a 
few columns, may inspire you to join 
the ranks of community-theater actors 
yourselves.

The play is “You Can’t Take It With 
You,” the hit Broadway comedy of 1936 
by George S. Kaufman and Moss 

Hart, which won a Pulitzer Prize and 
two years later was turned a movie, 
directed by Frank Capra, that won a 
Best Picture Academy Award.  

Not a bad resumé—and it’s still a 
meaningful and funny entertainment 
today.

The company is The Parkside Play-
ers, one of Queens’ longest running 
groups, founded in 1971. They put on 
three shows a year in their home at the 
Grace Lutheran Church in Forest Hills.  

Their longevity may be due to a 

number of factors: a friendly relation-
ship with their landlord; a comfortable 
space that they can call their own; a 
core group headed by their president, 
Glenn Rivano; a requirement that 
members work on productions that 
they are not acting in; a different pro-
duction team in charge of each show; 
and a reputation for quality.

The artistic leader of any produc-
tion is the director, who guides the ac-
tors to bring his (or her) vision of the 
play to life. For “You Can’t Take It With 
You,” the director is Mark Dunn, a 
transplant from Fort Wayne, Ind., to 
Astoria, where he lives with his wife 
Bridget and their 2-1/2-year-old son. 
Now employed at a financial company 
in Midtown Manhattan, for a while he 
was part of a popular and growing oc-
cupation, stay-at-home dad.

Dunn has been acting for most of his 

life, and when directing he says, “I like 
to work in a manner that I would ap-
preciate as an actor—trust and safety 
are big responsibilities of the director; 
communication and patience are the 
key.” In 2012, he directed Parkside’s 
production of another Kaufman and 
Hart play, “The Man Who Came To 
Dinner,” so he had the inside track for 
this one. He also dabbles in painting, 
drawing and playing music—check 
out the self-portrait in this column.  

Audition notices for this show went 
out online and by mail, and the audi-
tions took place on a Sunday afternoon 
and a Wednesday evening. Candidates 
filled out an audition sheet, indicat-
ing what roles they were interested in 
and what potential conflicts they had 
with the rehearsal schedule. Dunn was 
pleased with the turnout and the cast-
ing choices he was able to make, and a 
date was set for the “first read.”  

That’s when the actors sat around 
a table and went through the entire 
play.

So far so good. Next time, meet the 
actors.

Contact Ron Hellman at rbhofc@
gmail.com.

Director Mark Dunn’s self-portrait displays 
his artistic talents. Courtesy Mark Dunn

Columnist decides he can take it with him

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

After hiatus from stage, Hellman steps into Kaufman-Hart comedy for Parkside Players

Authentic Spanish and 
Continental Cuisine
Dietary Restrictions  
Accommodated

Open For Lunch and Dinner
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING

RESTAURANT

718-423-0100 · 220-33 Northern Blvd · Bayside, New York 11361
marbella-restaurant.com

Encore Performance

“Simply Me”
A Show About Everything (Almost)

Dinner Begins at 6:30pm  
Show 8:00pm

Featuring  
Mitchell Robert   
with his musicians

John Bowen, Musical Director  
& Keyboard

David Shaich, Bass
Mitch Endick, Sax, Flute, Clarinet 

Eric Redlefsen, Drums 

Act 1
Four Course Elegant  Dinner ~ 6:30pm  

 
Entree ~ Choice of Salmon, Veal Jerez,  

Chicken Madrid, Paella  
Dessert ~ Flan or Gelato

Act II 
Showtime ~ 8:00pm

Cozy Musical Exploring Life’s Adventures
“Simply Me” is Simply You! 

We will laugh and share a tear 
$49.00 pp plus tax and gratuity  

Select menu items available at an additional charge
Limited Seating

Advance Reservation Required
718-423-0100

Available for Private Parties  
& Catering

Private Facilities for Business 
Meetings & Personal Functions, 

250 Person Maximum

Elegant Spanish and Continental Cuisine

There is an 
advantage if you 

become somewhat 
famous a little later 
in life, no one can 

say,“Look how  
old he got.”
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The cast is in modern dress 
and barefooted throughout the 
proceedings. 

“Feet are a tell,” Young, 
who adapted this produc-
tion, said. “You can tell how 
much someone is telling the 
truth by watching their feet 
fidget.” 

Fidgeting may be miss-
ing, but the cast keeps their 
feet moving in choreographed 
fights as well as the glori-
ous scene in which Caesar 
is raised above the senators’ 
heads as each plunges an 
imaginary knife into his body, 
producing real stage blood in 
the process. 

As Caesar, Jonathan Smoots 

delivers a nuanced and under-
stated performance as a man 
destined for greatness, followed 
by a great fall.  In the few scenes 

in which he appears—as with all 
of Titan’s Shakespeare produc-
tions, this is a heavily edited, 
90-minute version—he com-

mands the audience’s full atten-
tion with his words and actions. 

Laura Frye, a Titan veteran, 
serves up another near-perfect 

performance as Portia. 
In her one scene with Bru-

tus, Frye convenes the urgen-
cy of a woman desperate to be 
a full-fledged partner to her 
husband. 

She pleads with him to con-
fide in her and allow her to share 
in the burden that weighs so 
heavily on his conscience. But 
Frye understands in order for 
Portia to be a real partner, she 
must keep her arguments clear 
and not slip into hysteria. It is a 
fine line that Portia must strad-
dle, and Frye executes it beauti-
fully. 

But the real standout proves 
to be Brendan Marshall-Rashid’s 
Marc Antony. 

Marshall-Rashid, who had 
a small role in Titan’s 2014 pro-
duction of “King Lear,” right-
fully takes his place center 
stage. 

Antony is the play’s showy 
part with most of the best 
lines—“Friends, Romans, 
countrymen...”—and it would 
be easy for an actor to slip into 
nothing more than simple rec-
itation. 

But Marshall-Rashid hon-
estly conveys Antony’s sad-
ness at the loss of his friend 
Casear. He also beautifully 
captures the perfect mix of 
anger, disgust and woefulness 
that is needed to stir the crowd 
to action against the murder-
ers. 

This Antony understands 
that real power comes from 
knowing how to massage the 
message to get what you want 
in the end. 

Continued from Page 35 

CAESAR

Brendan Marshall-Rashid, as Marc Antony, laments the death of Julius Caesar in a scene from Titan Theatre Co.’s “Julius Caesar.” 
Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

IF YOU GO
“Julius Caesar”

When: Through April 10
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave., South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

John Taylor Phillips and Laura Frye (above l) play Brutus and Porita in Titan Theatre Co.’s production of “Julius Caesar.” Jonathan Smoots (r) por-
trays the doomed Julius Caesar.  Photos courtesy Michael Dekker
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Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

TALK

Death Becomes Her: 
Fashionable Mourning 
from 1815 to 1915 — Jessica 
Glasscock, assistant curator 
at the Met’s Costume 
Institute, will discuss the 
evolution of American and 
European mourning attire 
from the 19th to the early 
20th century. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 
4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free, but registrations 
are required. E-mail 
programs@kingmanor.org
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingsmanor.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Hands-on-History: For the 
Birds — Join Literacy INC. 
for a story about birds, then 
make a bird feeder out of 
oranges for the feathered 
friends who live on the 

grounds at King Manor. 
When: Saturday, April 2, at 1 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingsmanor.
org

Kids Newspaper Cartoon— 
Children ages 5 -12, and 
their adult companions, are 
invited to this Drop-in Family 
Work Shop, inspired by the 
museum’s current exhibit, 
William Gropper’s “Bearing 

Witness.” Using newspaper 
headlines, participants will 
draw their own cartoons.  
When: Sunday, April 3, from 
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 
suggested, Free/children 18 
and younger
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Continued from Page 38 

Arts

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat, Noon to 10pm, Sun, Noon to 9pm

We Now Have a Party Room 
for All Your Parties and Events
Please Call to Book Your Occasion Today!

Two large Pizzas
$20 

Pick up and delivery only
Available Tuesdays - Thursdays

Expiration date of 3/31/2016

The Adventures  
of Sherlock Holmes

April 1 - 3, 2016 
Friday 2pm
Saturday 2pm, 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25

“Aquila’s productions 
are beautifully spoken, 
dramatically revealing 
and crystalline in effect”
- The New Yorker

Season  
Sponsors

www.queenstheatre.org

Box Office: 718.760.0064

Use 
Promo Code 
QTLEDGER 

for $5 off 
tickets! 

A New Stage Adaptation by Aquila Theatre

THE QUEEN OF QUEENS
Comic Kathy Griffin promises an “unforgettable, unfor-
giveable night of laughter” at the Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College Saturday, April 9. See listing 
under Events for more info. AP/ Chris Pizzello
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A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through April 30, 2016

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP

Where: Maggie’s Little 
Theater, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Contact: maggieslittletheater
@gmail.com

“Harvey” — First String Players 
announces auditions for its 
production of Mary Chase’s 
classic comedy “Harvey.”
When: April 24, from 1 pm - 3 
pm, and April 27, from 7 pm 
- 9 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish Hall, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Contact: fi rststringplayers@
gmail.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

“It has the same type 
of references that only 
‘Sherlockians’ will get,” 
Schram said. “What is 
interesting about how 
we adapted these stories 
to the stage is that the di-
rector wanted to be close 
to the text of Arthur Co-
nan Doyle’s words.” 

Schram’s bio in-
cludes her touring role 
in the fast-paced com-
edy “The 39 Steps.”

“The Adventures 
of Sherlock Holmes” is 
comprised of three sep-
arate stories — “Adven-
ture of Copper Beech-
es,” “Adventure of the 
Yellow Face” and “The 
Scandal in Bohemia.” 

“The formula of 
the stories is that they 
have someone coming 
into the apartment with 
their problem which 
Holmes and Watson 
solve,” Schram said.

The stage version 
differs in how the story 
is told. 

For example, in “Ad-
venture of the Copper 
Beeches,” one of the 

characters comes in talk-
ing about a strange inter-
view she had for a gov-
erness position. As she 
speaks, the stage springs 
to life with actors playing 
out the scene as Sherlock 
imagines it in his mind, 
Schram said. 

Schram said that al-
though there are men’s 
roles played by women, 
she never lets the audi-
ence forgets she is female. 

“My character is por-
trayed as a woman with 
femininity,” Schram said. 
“Sherlock says ‘he loathes 
every form of society with 
his whole Bohemian soul’ 
which is now heightened 
because you see a woman 
which, too, goes against 
social norms.”

Continued from Page 37 

Sherlock
Continued from Page 36 

Theater

OPERA FANS
Jennifer Russo (l) and Sean Moonsammy are dressed for their parts in Queens 
College’s upcoming production of “Cossi fan tutte,” which is set in 1916 Coney Island. 
For more details, see listing under Productions.  Photo courtesy Queens College

IF YOU GO
“The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes”

When: April 1 - April 3
Where:  Queens 
Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

“Repeat” is not a taboo 
word around the Archbishop 
Molloy softball team.

The Stanners aren’t shy 
about their desire to win con-
secutive CHSAA state soft-
ball titles for the first time 
in program history, but they 
understand it won’t be easy, 
even with a strong returning 
core. 

“We continually talked 
about the fact that we are 
state champions and ev-
eryone is always out to get 
us,” senior catcher Victoria 
Brown said. “But we are 
keeping the mindset, hungry 
yet humble.”

Molloy has plenty of rea-
sons to be confident, return-
ing five starters from last 
year’s team, including the 
veteran Brown behind the 
plate. The Stanners lost slug-
ger Alexandra Yule to gradu-

ation, but they still have a 
formidable offensive attack 
led by first baseman Camille 
Sears, who hit a whopping 
.524 with a team-leading 10 
home runs and 40 RBI last 
season. 

“I think I have a big job 
when I step up, especially 
batting cleanup,” Sears said. 
“I really hoped to get the job 
done. I do feel a lot of pressure 
coming on, but I think I can 
really help this team out. ”  

The Stanners have speed 
at the top and in the outfield 
with leadoff hitter and cen-
ter fielder Jamie Durso and 
right fielder Giovanna Bo-
nilla. Molloy coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum is hopeful for a 
breakout year from shortstop 
Jessica Hickey. Nicole DeMa-
ria returns at second base 
and will be a key cog in a ver-
satile order. 

“We have a little experi-

BY TROY MAURIELLO

The Monsignor McClancy 
baseball team is not going to 
let lofty expectations nega-
tively affect its quest for a city 
title.  

McClancy returns a major-
ity of its key players from its 
run to the CHSAA Class AA 
Intersectional semifinal last 
season, but head coach Nick 
Melito isn’t ready to crown his 
team pre-season favorites just 
yet. 

“We don’t have that expec-
tation,” he said. “Because if 
you put that expectation on 
them, it’s unfair to them. Ev-
ery year is different.”

Melito went on to note that 
although his team returns a 
great number of its starters 
from last season, they have 
also lost a lot of their leaders 
from 2015, or “character peo-
ple” as he called them.  

Tasked with carrying on 
that leadership role in 2016 
will be three juniors with a lot 
of potential. Captains Charlie 
Neuweiler, Ryan Neuweiler 

and Quentin Holmes, all of 
whom have already committed 
to NCAA Division I programs, 
will be expected to lead anoth-
er young McClancy team. 

“This team is building 
their new leaders,” Melito 
said. “The two Neuweilers and 
Quentin Holmes, they could be 
three of the best juniors in the 
city. That’s only three players, 
but their leadership is going to 
be tested now as juniors.” 

Whether or not the Neu-
weiler twins and Holmes can 
answer the bell as leaders for 
McClancy this season will 
be determined in the coming 
months. But if their play on 
the field carries over from last 
season, the Crusaders should 
be in good shape. 

Charlie Neuweiler, who is 
committed to LIU Brooklyn, 
will be relied upon to anchor 
the McClancy pitching staff 
this season. As a sophomore, 
he posted a 10-2 record with a 
1.28 ERA and 10 strikeouts per 
game. 

Neuweiler’s twin brother 
Ryan, who will join Charlie at 

LIU, is projected to be the No. 2 
starter on the McClancy staff. 
Following him will be senior 
Frank Albericco, who won 
both of his playoff starts for 
the Crusaders last season. 

Melito stressed the impor-
tance of Albericco and who-
ever else steps up as the fourth 
and fifth starters in the Mc-
Clancy rotation as the season 
gets going. 

“You know our league, you 
know how it goes, basically ev-
ery other day you’re playing,” 
he said. “I think he’s [Alberic-
co] very important, and some-
where down the line we have 
to cultivate a few more pitch-
ers, because it’s a long season 
in a short period of time.”

The Mississippi State-
bound Holmes should be the 
one to carry McClancy on the 
offensive side after his break-
out sophomore season. The 
athletic center fielder hit .350 
with four home runs last sea-
son, and he added 18 stolen 
bases as well. 

Melito had nothing but 
Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47

Pitcher Ryan Neuweiler is one of the key returnees for McClancy this season. Photo by Jason Speakman

Camille Sears will try to lead Archbishop Molloy to consecutive CHSAA 
state softball titles. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Crusaders stay sharp
McClancy keeps on top of championship expectations

Molloy sets its sights 
on another state title
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2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2008 GMC
ACADIA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
58K MILES #23195T

$12,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23186T

$22,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

74K MILES #23161T

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22675T

$16,995

2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995

2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22703T

$19,995

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

TOYOTA CERTIFIED SUPER

SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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2013 SUBARU FORESTER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #23191T

$18,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2011 TOYOTA VENZA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
35K MILES #23162T

$18,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

R BUYS!

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

www.StarToyota.net
190-01 Northern Blvd. 

Flushing, NY 11358

Thursday,
March 24

Wednesday,
March 30

Friday,
March 25

Thursday,
March 31

Saturday,
March 26

Friday,
April 1

Monday
March 28

Saturday,
April 2

Tuesday,
March 29

Monday,
April 4
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Steve Martinez needs to go 
a little further down Metro-
politan Avenue now to meet 
his team.

The Grand Street baseball 
assistant coach for 11 years 
and the head man for a season, 
Martinez had to remember to 
keep his foot on the gas ped-
dle as he passed Grand Street 
Campus on his way to his new 
home at Christ the King. 

“It is actually a short cut to 
go through Grand Street, the 
back roads,” Martinez said.  
“I’m always driving by it.”   

Martinez, who also spent 
three years as the Wolves’ ju-
nior-varsity head coach, left 
the Brooklyn school in Febru-
ary to become the head coach 
at his alma mater.

“I’ve always dreamed 
about one day taking over that 
program and trying to build it 
to where I know it was when I 
left,” said the 1998 graduate of 
Christ the King.

He takes over for Greg 
Modica, who left after three 
seasons to be an assistant at 
St. Francis Prep. Martinez’s 
fi rst practice with the Royals 
was actually at Grand Street, 
because of the effects of some 

bad weather on the fi elds at 
Juniper Valley Park. He hopes 
to play his old school and his 
brother Melvin Martinez, the 
Grand Street coach, later this 
season.

“That was awkward,” he 

said of his inaugural practice. 
“The [Grand Street] varsity 
team waiting for me to fi nish 
my practice.” 

The move back to Middle 
Village hasn’t been awkward 
at all, however. His familiar-

ity with the school, along with 
his resume as a coach and a 
middle-school teacher, was a 
big reason he was hired to try 
to breathe life back into the 
struggling program. He was 
really at ease walking in the 
building.

“Great combination,” said 
Christ the King athletic direc-
tor Bob Mackey. “He’s got expe-
rience, he’s coached at a very 
high level and he’s a teacher 
and he is a parent… This just 
kind of feels really good.”  

Martinez, who was told 
the job was open by a fel-
low alumnus, understands it 
will take time to get the Roy-
als back to the upper echelon 
of the CHSAA, where he also 
looks forward to competing 
against the man who coached 
him when he played at Christ 
the King, Nick Melito, who 
now coaches at Monsignor 
McClancy. He believes turn-
ing around the program could 
take getting that one special 
player, much like current Yan-
kees reliever Dellin Betances 
helped transform the program 
at Grand Street.  

“It would mean the world 
to me,” Martinez said. “That’s 
the main reason I took the job. 
I know I have to be patient.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo’s vet-
erans want to get back to the 
sweet thrill of victory after 
enduring a crushing playoff 
defeat. 

The sting of a 2-1 quarter-
final loss in nine innings to 
James Madison isn’t forgotten 
by the returning Judges, many 
of whom helped the school win 
the PSAL city baseball title 
two years ago.

“We have that right in the 
back of our heads and we are 
looking forward to getting 
over that and going further 
this year,” said senior second 
baseman Noah Cabrera.

They will try to do so with 
a roster that is arguably deep-
er than the one that brought 
home the title and is bolstered 
by key additions. Senior Alvin 
Melendez, a St. Mary’s (L.I.) 
transfer, is going to be the 
Judges’ No. 1 starter and will 
play both shortstop and center 
field depending on who else is 
on the mound.

Cardozo coach Ron Gore-
cki wants to get Melendez as 
many at bats as he can and 
could hit him as high as sec-
ond in the batting order. His 
versatility makes him a per-
fect fit for a Judges team that 
has a plethora of interchange-
able parts.

“He is a big addition,” se-
nior Aldwin Corona said. “He 
can pitch. He can play the 
outfield, play the infield. It’s 
always great to get a guy like 
that. He is also a leader,  so it 
is a plus.”

Melendez joins Cabrera 
and Corona in a loaded Judges 
rotation that also includes Ma-
lik Miller, Jackson Heuer and 
Devin Haberstumpf. 

“Our pitching staff is really 
deep,” Corona said. “We have 
four or five solid starters.”

They will be throwing to 
two of the best catchers in the 
city in junior Michael Colletta, 
who has drawn interest from 
St. John’s and Seton Hall, and 
Isaiah Mirabel, who will play 
third and close when he is not 

behind the plate. 
“He has all the tools, pro-

fessional hands,” Gorecki said 
of Colletta.

The biggest surprise so far 
is sophomore transfer Chris 
Moreno, who can play the out-
field, pitch and will add speed 
to either the top or bottom of 
the order. Colletta will bat 
third and Haberstumpf, who 
led the city last season with 24 
RBI, will clean up.

“Our line up is as deep as 
it can get,” Cabrera said. “It’s 
probably the deepest that 
we’ve had. It’s probably deeper 
than the lineup we had in the 
championship game two years 
ago.”

Cardozo believes it has 
all the pieces for another run 
at a trip to Yankee Stadium. 
The seniors were sophomores 
when the team won and want a 
title to call their own.

“We are just trying to win 
another ring,” Corona said. “I 
want to lead this team to win 
another ring.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 47

Cardozo's Noah Cabrera is part of a core of returning players that has 
championship experience. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Back home: Former Grand Street coach Steve Martinez (l. to r.) and his coaches Eddie Espada and Gerry 
Gonzalez will try to turn around the Christ the King program. Photo courtesy of Steve Martinez

Cardozo gears up for a shot at the PSAL crown

Martinez enjoying homecoming at CK
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

The St. John’s baseball 
team had a season for the ages 
last year and is trying to pick 
up right where it left off.

The Red Storm won the Big 
East regular-season and tour-
nament titles. The Johnnies 
earned an appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament, reaching 
the regional final, in which 
they lost to Arkansas. St. 
John’s has been picked to fin-
ish first in the Big East in 2016. 
Despite the high preseason 
ranking, there are still some 
concerns as conference play 
begins in a week.

“We’re still trying to figure 
some things out,” coach Ed 
Blankmeyer said. 

The Red Storm lost most of 
last year’s pitching staff to the 
MLB draft. They are trying 
to replace the veterans with 
younger pitchers, who need 
time to get used to playing at 

the Division I level. 
“We have to find some time 

for the young pitchers to de-
velop to help us get stronger,” 
Blankmeyer said. 

St. John’s (11-9-1) returns 
reliever Thomas Hackimer, 
who was drafted in the 15th 
round by the Mets and was 
named the 2016 Preseason 
Big East Pitcher of the Year. 
Hackimer recorded a league-
high 15 saves last season. He 
also entered the season with 
the school record in saves and 
appearances. Junior Ryan 
McAulliffe and red-shirt se-
nior Joey Christopher have 
gotten the bulk of the starts in 
the preseason.

“We have a guy that is very 
good in the back,” Blankmeyer 
said of Hackimer. “I would like 
to be able to use him a little 
more.”

In the field, the Red Storm 
returns a veteran core, which 
includes Preseason All-Big-

East selections Michael Dona-
dio, Robbie Knightes, Troy 
Dixon and Big East Preseason 
Player of the Year Alex Caru-
so.

The play of the returnees 
is important to the team’s suc-
cess. 

“We have a bunch of guys 
back in the lineup and we have 
a bunch of new guys who are 
picking up the holes from last 
year,” Caruso said. “That will 
be a key.”

The return of the position 
players is also something the 
pitchers enjoy seeing. 

“It’s great to have the en-
tire lineup basically back from 
last year,” Hackimer said. “It’s 
reassuring we won’t have too 
much trouble putting up the 
runs we need to win games.”

St. John’s was tested early 
this season with 18 of its first 
19 games on the road. But the 
tough schedule was made to 
prepare them for the league 
play.

“When I put the schedule to-
gether, I knew it would be tough 
because of the travel we had to 
do,” Blankmeyer said. “Howev-
er, it makes you better down the 
stretch. Hopefully, we’ll start 
playing our better baseball.”

With the tough schedule 
almost over, the players are 
starting to feel equipped for 
Big East play. 

“We played a really diffi-
cult preseason schedule, it’s 
very helpful getting everybody 
ready,” Hackimer said. 

The Johnnies open Big East 
play April 8 at home against 
Georgetown. With non-con-
ference play coming to a close, 
Blankmeyer sees his team 
coming together, but there are 
also still some questions. 

“From the offensive stand-
point, we show signs,” he said. 
“From the defensive stand-
point, I think we are starting 
to solidify. But from the pitch-
ing standpoint, that is a con-
cern still.”

Red Storm closer Thomas Hackimer, who was drafted by the Mets last 
spring, is the leader of an inexperienced pitching staff.   

Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

SJU’s big Big East plans
ence, strength and speed,” 
Rosenbaum said.

Molloy is also excited to 
see what outfielder Nicole 
LeBris can do playing every 
day. Her teammates expect 
her early production and 
power to continue. Stephanie 
Layden, Molly Rose McMa-
hon and returning Victoria 
Perillo are also expected to 
contribute. 

“She has some power.” 
Sears said of LeBris. “When 
she makes contact, it can go.”

The Stanners know they 
won’t go anywhere without 
strong pitching. The team lost 
Yule and fellow ace Amanda 
Zeni, who were critical to last 
year’s title run. Brown’s expe-
rience, maturity and ability 
to call games will be instru-
mental as the team works to 
replace them. 

Molloy still has plenty of 
quality arms, starting with 
DiMaria, who just needs to 
get some experience. Rosen-
baum described her as a 
smart pitcher with excellent 
control.

One of the biggest keys to 
Molloy’s success will be the 
development of junior wind-
miller Cierra Word, who was 
the ace of the junior varsity 
last season. Sears could also 
see time in the circle.     

“We will see whatever 
combination works best,” 
Rosenbaum said. 

While there are still de-
tails to be worked out and 
playing time to win, thanks 
to the Stanners’ deep and ver-
satile roster, there is no ques-
tioning the goal.  

“We want to go back to 
back,” Brown said. “We want 
to get back there again. We 
are going to earn it every step 
of the way.” 

praise for Holmes, but he also 
made sure to note the impor-
tance of keeping things in 
perspective for his star cen-
ter fielder. 

“I think he just has to stay 
enjoying the game,” the coach 
said. “He’s got some pressure 
on him but the pressure is 
created by himself because 
he wants to get better.”

No matter the pressure 
that Holmes does or doesn’t 
have on him heading into 
the season, he’ll definitely 
have a good deal of help on 
offense. Both Neuweilers are 

expected to contribute, while 
left-handed sophomore catch-
er Kyle Schaefer and senior 
outfielder Jon Lluvera round 
out the projected top of the 
McClancy lineup. 

Through all of his humil-
ity, Melito made it clear that 
the goal for this year’s Mc-
Clancy team remains the 
same. 

“Every year, our goal is to 
win the city championship. 
If you don’t have that goal in 
mind, you really shouldn’t be 
playing… so that’s the goal,” 
Melito said. “I could tell you 
this, last year we were very 
disappointed… every year is 
‘Hey, we want to win the city 
championship.’”

He is excited about this 
year’s group and said it will 
be a challenging season, but 
he can see this group sur-
prising some people as the 
year goes on. Martinez is ex-
pecting a strong year from 
shortstop Julyan Urena, 
second baseman Matt Trud-
den and senior center fi elder 
Garfi eld Hall. 

For Martinez there were 
still mixed emotions when he 
fi rst made the jump, since he 
was leaving a familiar place 
at Grand Street, which he still 
passes every time he trav-
els to his new job. However, 
the joy of the opportunity 
quickly overtook that. Marti-
nez is happy to be home.

“I’m going back to my 
alma mater,” Martinez said. 
“It is going to be my pro-
gram, the way I want it to be 
run.”

Molloy

McClancy

Martinez

Continued from Page TK

Continued from Page TK

Continued from Page TK

Weigh in on the issues that matter to
Queens by writing a letter to the editor.

 Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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ers from 33 units over an hour 
to bring the three-alarm fire 
under control just after 3:40 
a.m., according to the FDNY. 

Six firefighters were in-
jured. Two refused medical at-
tention, while four were taken 
to area hospitals where they 

were treated and released.
Investigators believe the 

fire began in a garage behind 
23-41 91st St. just after 2 a.m. 
before spreading to the house 
and then to a neighboring 
home at 23-37 91st. 

“Wind was a factor in its 
extension to the home next 
door,” an FDNY spokesman 
said. All of the residents made 
it out safely.

Luisa Tobone lived in the 

first home with her husband 
and two children as well as 
her father.

“Firefighters told me it 
may have started with a short 
in the garage and then the 
wind just made it worse,” she 
said. “The inside of the house 
is completely destroyed.”

Tobone said they would 
move in with family in Wood-
haven until they could “get 
back on our feet.”

considered politics as their 
destined career, and several 
said they only considered it 
after they were approached 
by retiring elected officials 
who hoped they would take 
the reins. 

Simotas was an attorney 
prior to her political career, 
primarily representing cor-
porate clients. She said she 
increasingly gravitated to-
ward pro bono work and said 
those cases kept her inter-
ested in practicing law for 
several years. She eventually 
saw politics as a means to en-
act more change.

“I wanted to stop trying to 
empty the ocean with a tea-
spoon,” she said. “I wanted to 
change the tide.”

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz stopped by 
the panel and offered brief re-
marks, espousing encourage-
ment for young people who 

were interested in the po-
litical process. She also said 
Queens was gaining more 
attention on a national stage.  
She is the county’s third 
consecutive female borough 
president, following in the 
footsteps of Helen Marshall 
and Claire Shulman.

“We are the movers and 
the shakers now,” she said, 
noting increased tourism 
revenue that was coming 
into the borough. “Everyone 
wants to come to Queens.”

Meng, the first Asian 
American elected to Con-
gress from the New York 
state, told the audience that 
the slow progress in the na-
tion’s capital often made her 
fondly recall her prior work 
in the Assembly.

“The conversation for 
progressivism and women’s 
rights is so valuable,” she 
said, referring to the Assem-
bly. “Being in Washington 
makes me appreciate so much 
more what we have going on 
in New York.”

is known around the world as 
the festival of color, in which 
participants and spectators 
celebrate the triumph of good 
over evil by flinging red dye, 
colored powders, water and 
flowers at each other. Thou-
sands stood behind police 
barricades along the Liberty 
Avenue business district and 
cheered as the floats went by.

Many of the storefronts 
were selling supplies of the 
colored powders and canis-
ters of baby powder for those 
who ran out of supplies. At one 
point, an overzealous partici-
pant threw a large amount of 
green powder directly in the 
face of a middle-aged woman 
who swung her pocketbook 
in retaliation, missing the 
mark as the celebrant scur-
ried back to her float.

As the parade turned 
north onto 125th Street, resi-
dents were out in force watch-
ing from porches, rooftops 
and windows. At 101-18 125th 
St., a woman named Dianna 
danced with her little dog 
Louie.

“We have him out here ev-
ery year,” she said. “But last 
year he was so sad there was 
no parade.”

Mike Rhodes was sitting 
on a front stoop of a nearby 
home belonging to his son. 
He made the trip from his 
home in Northport, L.I.

“This parade is phenome-

nal with all of the sounds and 
the color, I’ve never seen any-
thing like it,” Rhodes said. 
“Yeah, we don’t have any-
thing like this in Northport. 
It gives you an indication of 
just how great this neighbor-
hood is.”

The parade ended at Phil 
“Scooter” Rizzuto Park at 
125th Street and Atlantic Av-
enue, where members of the 
Caribbean Equality Project, 
an LGBT group that marched 
for the first time, greeted fel-
low marchers as everyone 
streamed onto the ball fields 
for an afternoon of music 
and dancing. Young people 
bombarded each other with 
the powders, taking a break 
occasionally to text on cell 
phones inside Ziploc bags. 

Hollis resident Pearl 
Parasram has been coming 
to Richmond Hill to celebrate 
Phagwah for 15 years.

“It’s something you expect 
every year and look forward 
to every year,” she said. “We 
were so disappointed that it 
didn’t happen last year. This 
is all about friendship and 
unity. The unity of the tem-
ples that connect for the one 
time a year.” 

Herman Singh, the direc-
tor of the Hindu Parades and 
Festivals Committee, told the 
crowd they should thank God 
for the wonderful weather 
and an incident-free parade.

“We’re very happy to be 
back here for our 28th year,” 
he said. “This is an institu-
tion that will stay right here 
in Richmond Hill.”

sich focused on “giving lives 
back” to non-violent crimi-
nals, prison reform and voca-
tional school reform.

“I don’t hate the establish-
ment,” Kasich said. “But I can 
move the establishment.”

Chuck Todd, the event 
moderator, pushed Kasich on 
racial-inequality in his home 
state of Ohio.

“There are always politics 
behind statistics,” Kasich said, 

as he dodged the question.
He then offered a stat of his 

own, championing the fact that 
he won 26 percent of the black 
vote when he ran for governor 
in Ohio.

At least four times during 
the town hall, Kasich con-
trasted himself with Trump 
and presented himself as an 
optimist who did not win votes 
by scaring people.  He empha-
sized that he recognized popu-
lar frustrations and was able 
to show people a way out.

“Trump depresses people,” 
Kasich said, calling his rheto-
ric “all doom-and-gloom.”

Kasich, however, seemed 
reluctant to fully criticize the 
favorite for the GOP nominee.

“If you send someone (to 
Washington) who doesn’t 
know how the system works, 
we will drift,” he said.

When faced with a question 
from a Trump supporter, Ka-
sich quickly responded with 
his electability argument.

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), the only Queens 
Republican in the Council, 
said he supports Kasich be-
cause of his ability to unify 
disparate wings of the party.
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wants,” said Lauren Gioia-
Chamberlain, one of the teach-
ers in the class. She spoke of a 
student who had entered the 
class with significant motor 
and speech difficulties. “Now 
she’s speaking more and say-
ing what she needs.”

The teachers said the pro-
gram was a marked contrast to 
the core standards that needed 
to be met in the classroom. 
Gioia-Chamberlain found the 
ArtsConnection approach to 
be a respite that still fulfilled 
curriculum requirements.

“We’re teaching the curric-
ulum in a new way,” she said. 
“And it’s their own unique 
work. They own it.”

Maggie Fishman, ArtsCon-
nection’s director of practitio-

ner research, said using pup-
petry, crafts and performance 
could successfully impart 
the necessary lessons for stu-
dents.

“The kids don’t always 
understand how the stories 
have a sequence, but once they 
start acting them out, all those 
things they’re supposed to be 
learning about story, they take 
them in,” she said. “You can 
have literacy learning that is 
also fun.”

This is the first year of the 
program’s implementation, 
and the teachers will work 
with and learn from “teach-
er-artists” such as Kammer-
meyer throughout the process. 
Fishman said the teachers 
themselves would integrate 
the puppetry practices into 
their own teaching methods in 
years to come. “Bridges” has 
been funded with a four-year 

research grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education.

The class at PS 229 (one of 
five kindergarten classes in-
corporating the program in 
the school) was making the 
masks and puppets in prepara-
tion for their performance of 
“The Growing Rock,” a tradi-
tional Native American folk-
tale that Kammermeyer and 
the students have adopted to 
suit their own creative ideas.

Erin Phelan, the special ed-
ucation teacher for the class, 
said half of the students in the 
class had individualized edu-
cation programs, which is a 
summary of services required 
for special education students, 
and noted that special educa-
tion students had made partic-
ularly striking gains during 
the “Bridges” program.
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Flushing Meadows is the 
fourth-largest park in the city. 

“Allowing the 110th Pre-
cinct station house to fall fur-
ther into disrepair is not fair 
to them and it’s not fair to the 
people they are sworn to pro-
tect,” he said.

In their letter, the leaders 

pointed out the need for an 
increased police presence in 
the park, which drew 7 million 
visitors a year . According to 
the NYPD, there were 48 se-
rious crimes reported at the 
park last year, including eight 
felonies assaults and seven 
robberies.

Peralta said the funding for 
the two projects could come 
from the billions that state 
Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman has amassed in settle-

ments with banks and tobacco 
companies. Moya lives two 
blocks from the precinct and 
grew up in the neighborhood.

“The community has been 
demanding reforms to the sta-
tion house for decades, and 
although the police officers 
have done a wonderful job pro-
tecting us, we have to make 
sure we provide them with 
the proper facilities they need 
so they can keep us safe,” he 
said.
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