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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Elected officials whose dis-

tricts include College Point 
are speaking out against a pos-
sible plan by the de Blasio ad-
ministration to put a new jail 
in the neighborhood, although 
the administration says noth-
ing is set in stone.

DNAinfo reported last 
week that the city is consider-
ing a $7 billion plan that would 
transfer inmates out of Rikers 
Island and into renovated de-
tention centers and two new 
jails in locations throughout 
the five boroughs.

One of the locations that 
the city is allegedly consider-
ing for a new jail is the space 
next to the Police Academy in 
College Point, DNAinfo said. 
The other site being explored 
is land in the Hunts Point sec-
tion of the South Bronx, next 
to a jail barge known as the 
Vernon C. Bain Center, which 
would allegedly be closed un-
der the plan.

The de Blasio administra-
tion said that when it is look-
ing at how to improve the jail 
system, a range of locations 
are provided to show the chal-
lenges in identifying realistic 
sites, insisting that just be-
cause a location has been men-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A ribbon-cutting event to 
celebrate the opening of a new 
sports complex at the Frank A. 
Padavan Campus in Glen Oaks 
was moved inside Saturday 
morning due to downpours, 
but the spirits of the students, 
teachers and parents in the au-
ditorium were not dampened.

“No matter whether it 
rains, sleets or snows, it’s a 
beautiful day,” said Jae Hyun 
Cho, the principal of Queens 
High School for Teaching, 
Liberal Arts and the Scienc-
es. “After 13 years, we have a 
home field.”

The grounds include a new 
football field, a 400m track 
and a baseball diamond, and 
the opening of the new com-
plex marked the culmination 
of long negotiations between 
city and state government, the 
city’s School Construction Au-
thority, community members 
and elected officials to build 
the fields for the campus, 
which includes three schools. 
Students and parents of PS/IS 
208, PS/IS 266 and the Queens 
High School of Teaching, 
along with teachers, adminis-
trators, and current and for-
mer elected officials crowded 
the auditorium for an array of 
speakers and performances.

Former state Sen. Frank 
Continued on Page 26Continued on Page 26
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Members of Community 
Board 11 expressed frustra-
tion that a longtime board 
member’s appointment was 
not renewed by the Queens 
borough president’s office at 
the board’s monthly meeting 

Monday.
Board Chairwoman Chris-

tine Haider made the an-
nouncement during the meet-
ing, held at Middle School 158 
at 46-35 Oceania St., that Mel-
vyn Meer’s appointment had 
not been renewed. 

Meer had been a member of 

the board since 2000, accord-
ing to CB 11 District Manager 
Susan Seinfeld. She said it 
was fairly unusual for a board 
member’s application not to be 
renewed, to the best of her rec-
ollection.

No explanation was given 
Continued on Page 26

Christina Farrell, a deputy commissioner for the New York City Office of 
Emergency Management, addresses CB 11 Chairwoman Christine Haider 
and board members. Photo by Patrick Donachie

At the Queens High School for Teaching in Glen Oaks, student-athletes tried out the the new sports complex 
— aided with a $200,000 gift from the New York Jets — for the first time, including fencing-club members 
Jadon and Elijah.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Possible plan 
to put jail in 
College Pt.

CB11 member loses spot on board 

Students welcome new fi elds
Parents, teachers salute overdue sports complex at Glen Oaks campus
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BY MADINA TOURE

Members of Community 
Board 7 voiced concerns last 
week about the city’s plan to 
develop Flushing West, with 
a debate about whether cranes 
involved in the project would 
potentially interfere with air-
space. 

The Flushing West plan 
would clean up and rezone 60 
acres on the Flushing water-
front and establish a planned 
community with waterfront 
access, housing and commer-
cial space. 

The 32-acre study area runs 
from Prince Street on the east 
to Flushing Creek on the west, 
and from Roosevelt Avenue on 
the south to Northern Boule-
vard on the north. 

At the land use commit-
tee’s March 29 meeting, held 
at Union Care Plaza Center in 
downtown Flushing, Warren 
Schreiber, chairman of CB7’s 
aviation committee, asked 
about the decision-making 
process involved when the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion determines whether to 
grant a project a determina-
tion of no hazard. 

Chris Shoulders, a man-
ager from the FAA’s obstruc-
tion evaluation group, said the 
agency issues its approval if it 
finds the height of the build-
ing will not interfere with the 
airspace.

“Organizations such as this 
(CB7) and permitting offices, 
those are the ones who give ap-
proval,” Shoulders said. 

But members said there is 
the potential for cranes to go 
higher than the maximum al-
lowed height, especially when 
developers build to the abso-
lute limit. 

“When you deal with law—
and I deal with people on the 
day-to-day basis in the Fire De-
partment — it’s either you can 
do it or you cannot do it,” CB7 

Chairman Gene Kelty said. 
Enrique Sanabria, senior 

airport manager at the Port 
Authority, said the agency is 
working on reforming the pro-
cess but that it depends heav-
ily on developers approaching 
the PA as the airport operator.

“What we would do is if a 
developer approached us is we 
would proactively evaluate the 
proposal and recommend spe-
cific heights not only for the 
building but also for tempo-
rary construction equipment,” 
Sanabria said.

John Young, director of 
City Planning’s Queens office, 
said the plan’s environmental 
impact statement is not done 
yet but the community engage-
ment process will continue.

“We’re trying to do plan-
ning here, not just letting EIS 
(environmental impact state-
ment)  drive decision-making,” 
Young said.

Joe Sweeney, the land use 
committee’s chairman, said 

the board and the communi-
ty’s concerns needed to be ad-
dressed.

“For this to come to the 
full board, we need answers,” 
Sweeney said. 

Other topics discussed at 
the meeting included whether 
banks will issue loans to de-
velopers concerning the Man-
datory Inclusionary Housing, 
which mandates affordable 
housing in newly rezoned ar-
eas, the brownfield program 
for the proposal’s area and 
school capacity. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
have asked Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and City Planning Chair-
man Carl Weisbrod to imme-
diately withdraw the rezoning 
plan.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Several Bayside residents 
testified at a land use hear-
ing last week to express their 
displeasure about an auto 
dealership being proposed for 
Northern Boulevard. They 
also decried the overabun-
dance of shops and stores 
dealing with automobiles in 
the neighborhood.

The Land Use Public 
Hearing, which took place at 
Queens Borough Hall March 
31, was presided over by Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz. 
The meeting included details 
on two items that had been 
considered by Community 
Board 11 at its monthly meet-
ing in early March. 

Helms Bros. Inc. applied to 
extend and amend the terms 
of its variance, which would 
let the company turn its auto 
repair shop at 207-22 North-
ern Blvd. into an automobile 
dealership. In addition, the 
owners of the Staples build-
ing at 209-30 Northern Blvd. 
wanted to make changes to the 
property’s parking lot. Both 
variances were approved by 
the community board with 
conditions, although 11 board 
members voted against the 
Helms Bros. variance.

A representative for Roth-
krug & Spector, LLP, who 
submitted the application 
on behalf of Helms Bros., 
said that after the proposed 
changes, test drives from the 
dealership would leave the 
store straight onto Northern 
Boulevard, as opposed to exit-
ing from the rear of the store, 
which is backed against a 
residential street. He also 
contended that the activity 
at the store would be dimin-
ished if it was no longer used 
as a space for repairs.  He 
pointed out that dealerships 
attract a more limited num-
ber of customers and a lack 
of parking on Northern Bou-

levard would dissuade po-
tential customers driving by 
the store from entering on an 
impulse. He said auto repairs 
would now be completed at a 
different location, but he did 
not know the address.

Community residents 
Henry Euler and Mandingo 
Tshaka spoke in opposition 
to the change in the variance. 
Euler and Tshaka both testi-
fied that the immediate area 
was already overwhelmed 
with auto-related businesses, 
and Euler said the auto repair 
work currently done on the 
property had a low impact on 
the surrounding residential 
area. He was worried that 
an auto dealership would be 
far more burdensome on the 
neighborhood.

The Staples building 
changes had passed the com-
munity board unanimously, 
and the representative for the 
property owners pledged to 
work to meet to the board’s 
conditions, including a no-
left-turn sign for the entrance 
to Northern Boulevard from 
Oceania Street.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

A rendering of the proposed Flushing West plan. 
NYC Planning Department

Baysiders slam new 
auto dealership plan

Flushing West debated
CB7 committee criticizes plan to redevelop waterfront
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pair shop an auto dealership, but 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
A young man from Fresh 

Meadows who is embarking on 
a musical career influenced 
by a variety of genres says re-
ligion is what has inspired his 
path. 

Gabriel Trejo, 20, an aspir-
ing singer, rapper, songwriter 
and producer known by his 
stage named “Juni,” is work-
ing on his first EP, which will 
consist of seven songs. The 
first single, “Final Flight,” 
came out in September 2015 
and the other single, “Hold on 
to Me,” came out in March. He 
will release a music video for 
one of his singles in May and 
another video in June. 

He has performed at shows 
mostly at bars around Man-
hattan, Brooklyn and Queens. 
His next performance is at 
Left Field bar at 87 Ludlow St. 
in Manhattan May 5. 

His genre is pop, hip-hop 
and jazz. He produces his mu-
sic in his studio in his bed-
room at his home on Parsons 

Boulevard and 158th Street, 
with samples and music plu-
gins—audio tools used to ma-
nipulate sounds— incorporat-
ing the piano, the guitar and 
the drums.

His songs touch on the di-
chotomy of the relationship 
between a man and a woman 
and God and mankind but are 
not “church-y or religious.”

“I like to shed light on the 
problems of our society, espe-
cially America,” Trejo said. “I 
like to write about things that 
hit the soul, emotional things 
people can relate to.”

Since September 2015, he 
has been modeling for Human 
Element Square, a Brooklyn-
based clothing designer and 
has modeled for Fashion Hub 
Wheels. He also edits videos of 
fashion shows and models for 
YMfashion Magazine. 

He was also featured in the 
“Legendary Fashion Week” 
show 

Trejo was born in Fresh 
Meadows  to a mother of Croa-
tian and Mexican descent and 

a Colombian father. He moved 
to Florida with his mother at 
the age of 4. While he was in 
Florida, his mother explored 
different religions that he 
practiced as well, including 
Scientology and Hare Krish-
na, a branch of Hinduism. 

Between the ages of 12 and 
14, he went through rock and 
hip-hop phases, listening to 
artists such as pianist and 
singer-songwriter Billy Joel, 
Norwegian rock band A-ha, 
late rappers Notorious B.I.G. 
and Tupac Shakur and hip-
hop trios A Tribe Called Quest 
and Digable Planets.

When he moved back to 
New York City at the age of 
14, he found his way to Chris-
tianity, taking an interest in 
Christian music.

He attended Urban Acad-
emy HS in Midtown Man-
hattan. In 2013, he attended 
Queensborough Community 
College for a year but decided 
to take time off and plans to 
return.

When he visited his mother 
and two half-sisters in Florida 
in March 2014, he considered 
moving there permanently 
but his heart stayed with New 
York.

“Something inside me just 
knew that that was not what I 
needed to do, that God sent me 

to New York for a purpose,” 
he said. “Then something just 
told me, ‘Call your dad and get 
him to buy you a ticket to come 
back here.’” 

In April 2014, a friend in-
troduced him to the Dominion 
City Church in Fresh Mead-
ows where he met the church’s 
pastor, Nigerian native God’s 
Gift Achiuwa and others at the 
church.

He went right back to work 
on his music, which shifted 
toward pop, citing singer and 
rapper Pharrell Williams as 
an influence. 

His father, David Trejo, 
used to be a famous breakdanc-
er under the moniker “Kid 
Swift.” He danced for a crew 
called Finesse Express and 
was also part of Bone Break-
ers, a Colombian hip-hop and 
breakdancing group. 

Although his father, an 
experienced music engineer, 
helps him with getting his mu-
sic to sound professional, he 
did not influence his decision 
to go into music. 

GABRIEL “JUNI” TREJO

Fresh Meadows singer galvanized by religion
Rapper, songwriter produces music he believes refl ect problems of everyday life

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY BILL PARRY

The new transit chief and 
several of her top staff took 
part in a town hall meeting 
in Sunnyside Tuesday night 
to discuss years of weekend 
shutdowns and frequent ser-
vice disruptions on the No. 7 
subway line. 

Shortly after she was 
named president of New York 
City Transit, Veronique Ha-
kim received an invitation 
from City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) to 
come to Queens and hear the 
straphangers’ frustrations 
with constant delays, over-
crowding and sub-par service. 
She arrived at the Sunnyside 
Community Services center 
on 39th Street to find a civil 
audience of 200 commuters. 

“The service we are getting 
is just not good enough,” said 
Van Bramer, who hosed the 
event with Melissa Orlando, 
the founder of Access Queens, 
a transit advocacy group. “ 
People are moving out of this 
neighborhood because of the 
No. 7 and that’s unaccept-
able.”

Hakim, in her first public 
meeting, began with a slide 
show presentation describing 
the task of modernizing the 
100-year-old system: a $1 bil-
lion project replacing the out-
dated signal system, replacing 

the aging track panels and 
repairing damage from Hur-
ricane Sandy in the Steinway 
Tube that runs under the East 
River.

“The No. 7 is one of our 
busiest lines in terms of fre-
quency with 622 one-way train 
trips each day with 525,000 
daily riders,”she said. “When 
you have that kind of frequen-
cy, when there is a problem, 
there’s a series of cascading 

effects that affect thousands of 
people because of one problem 
on a train.”

Hakim moved on to some 
crowd-pleasing information, 
that repairs to the Steinway 
Tube will be completed the 
weekend of April 23 and that 
94 percent of the track panels 
have been replaced. She got a 
burst of applause when she an-
nounced that starting this fall 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Winston Moseley, 81, the 
South Ozone Park business 
machine operator by day and 
murderous prowler by night 
whose savage slaying of Kitty 
Genovese led to an exagger-
ated reputaton of city dwellers 
as reluctant to help a neighbor 
in distress, died March 28 af-
ter after 52 years in prison.

Moseley died at Clinton 
Correctional Facility at Dan-
nemora, N.Y., according to 
Patrick Bailey, a spokesman 
for the New York State Depart-
ment of Corrections and Com-
munity Supervision.

 Moseley was originally 
sentenced to death, but when 
New York state abolished the 
death penalty, he faced life im-
prisonment.

It will never be known 
whether Catherine “Kitty” 
Genovese, 29, noticed the 

white Chevrolet Corvair that 
followed her five miles from 
her job as manager of Ev’s 11th 
Hour Club in Hollis that chilly 
March 13 morning in 1964.

Genovese arrived home at 
3:20 a.m. at at 82-62 Austin St., 
faux Tudor apartment house in 
Kew Gardens next to the Long 
Island Rail  Road station. The 
Corvair stopped, a 29-year-old 
man got out, chased Genovese 
down and began stabbing her.

The crime triggered head-
lines throughout America and 
abroad that heavily contribut-
ed to the concept that citizens 
of urban environments are not 
their brother’s keeper.

An early New York Times 
report from the police inves-
tigation indicated as many 
as 38 of Genovese’s neighbor 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city Department 
of Education should alert 
parents about their right to 
refuse to let their students 
take the high-stakes tests 
that have inspired the opt-
out movement, Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) last Sunday.

He issued the appeal at 
a news conference just days  
before New York State Eng-
lish Language Arts and math 
exams began. ELA exams 
started in the city Tuesday 
and math exams will be-
gin Wednesday. The tests 
have generated controversy 
among parents, teachers and 
critics of the Common Core 
standards, who argue that 
the state relies on standard-
ized testing results to the det-
riment of students’ education 
and well-being.

“The Department of Edu-
cation has not done an ad-
equate job of informing par-
ents of their rights despite the 
City Council passing a reso-
lution last year calling on the 
DOE to do just that,” Dromm 
said at the conference.

The City Council ap-
proved a resolution on March 
31, 2015, requesting that the 
DOE amend the Parents’ Bill 
of Rights and Responsibili-
ties to include information 
about how parents can opt 
their children out of testing. 
In a phone interview, Dromm, 
who was previously a public 
school teacher for 25 years, 
said the DOE had not done 
enough to make the resolu-
tion a reality and elaborated 
on why some parents resisted 
the tests.

“It’s been used to define 
the whole child, and they 
think that’s wrong,” he said, 
noting the state’s emphasis 
on testing had caused rami-
fications throughout the sys-
tem. “It comes from the state, 
to the superintendent, to the 
principal, to the teacher.”

Devora Kaye, a spokes-
woman for the DOE, said the 
tests were changed since the 
previous year in response to 
parents’ concerns, with fewer 
questions, no time limits for 
students, and no impact on 
teacher evaluations. She also 
said the DOE had incorporat-
ed new tools to better judge 
students’ progress in a holis-
tic manner.

“Results from these as-

sessments give families, 
teachers, principals and the 
DOE important information 
to hold ourselves account-
able to improve instruction 
and ensure students have the 
skills they need to succeed,” 
she said. “We will continue 
to listen to and work closely 
with families, educators and 
elected officials on this im-
portant issue.”

Loy Gross, the co-found-
er of United to Counter the 
Core, said that many of those 
reforms enacted by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s administra-
tion were merely “lip ser-
vice” and that real reform 
would have to happen in the 
state Legislature.

“In a nutshell, bureaucrats 
are driving education deci-
sions,” she said. “We want 
to bring that control back to 
people who have degrees and 
experience in education.”

Gross said Tuesday it was 
too early to tell what percent-
age of students would opt 
out, but she felt certain that 
New York City would exceed 
last year’s opt-out rate of 2 
percent. She said the high-
stakes tests were hindering 
students’ progress.

“We know what the prob-
lems are,” she said. “And 
measuring those problems 
every year doesn’t do any-
thing to solve them.”

In recent months, promi-
nent education officials have 
offered mixed signals about 
their support for the state’s 
opt-out movement. State Edu-
cation Commissioner Mary 
Ellen Elia cautioned against 
trying to reform the test too 
quickly, but Betty Rosa, the 
newly elected chancellor of 
the Board of Regents, told 
reporters in March that if 
she were a parent, she would 
likely opt her child out of test-
ing.

The killer of Kitty Genovese, 
Winston Mosley, died in jail this 
week after serving more than 50 
years for the infamous murder 
in Kew Gardens of the young bar 
manager.  AP

Newly appointed transit chief Veronique Hakim takes questions from 
dozens of frustrated No. 7 subway riders at a town hall meeting in 
Sunnyside. Photo by Bill Parry

Dromm supportive 
of parents opting out

Kitty Genovese’s killer dies

MTA hears 7 woes
Transit chief delivers good news to riders at town hall

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 26

DANIEL DROMM
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Residents of Jamaica and 
the Rockaways who commute 
to work have longer average 
traveling times than the resi-
dents of any neighborhood in 
the five boroughs, according 
to a new report from the Cen-
ter for an Urban Future.

The report, which was re-
leased March 31, found that 
the average commute to work 
from the Rockaways was 53 
minutes, with Jamaica a close 
second at 51 minutes. These 
commutes far exceed the na-
tional average commute of 26 
minutes, the report said.

“Average commutes range 
from 53 minutes in the Rock-
aways to 26 minutes in the Fi-
nancial District and Green-
wich Village,” the report 
stated. “In other words, over 
the course of a five-day work 
week, Rockaway residents 

will spend four hours and 29 
minutes more time commut-
ing than those who live in 
Downtown Manhattan.”

Workers commuting from 
Bellerose/Rosedale have the 
third-longest average com-
mute of Queens residents at 
47 minutes. 

Although Manhattan re-
mains the commuting cen-
ter for many New Yorkers, 
most employees who live in 
the city work in the borough 
in which they reside. This 
includes Queens residents, 
where 41 percent of Queens 
commuters traveling to a job 
in the borough. The number 
of Queens residents who also 
work in the borough jumped 
28 percent from 2000 to 2014. 
Queens residents are also 
more likely than the workers 
of any other borough to trav-
el to a job outside of the city 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Standing behind a coun-
ter full of baked goods with 
a tray of cannolis close at 
hand, City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) endorsed 
former Nassau County Ex-
ecutive Tom Suozzi in the 
Democratic primary for the 
congressional seat currently 
held by U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-New York). 

Vallone called Suozzi a can-
didate who could get northeast 
Queens “a seat at the table,” 
and could help bring needed 
resources back from Washing-
ton to the district.

“We proudly endorse some-
one who has been our friend 
for many, many years,” Val-
lone said while standing 
alongside Suozzi behind the 
counter of the Cascon Bakery 
in Whitestone. 

Israel’s 3rd Congressional 
District stretches from Suf-
folk through Nassau coun-

ties and incorporates a small 
part of northeast Queens, 
including Oakland Gardens, 
Little Neck and Whitestone.
 The two were joined by James 
Lisa, the president of the New 
York Italian-American Po-
litical Action Committee, who 
was on hand to endorse Suozzi 
on behalf of the group.

“Most ethnic groups have 
a big voice; the Italian-Ameri-
can community doesn’t,” Lisa 
said, noting that there was 
still significant discrimina-
tion toward the Italian com-
munity.

Suozzi said he was proud 
to accept the endorsements as 
a first-generation Italian and 
remarked that he wanted to be 
known as the “Queens candi-
date” for the election. 

“We are a huge net donor 
to the federal government,” 

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed legislation enacting a 
statewide $15 minimum wage 
plan and a 12-week paid family 
leave policy Monday morning 
before appearing at a celebra-
tory rally of more than 1,000 
workers, labor leaders, advo-
cates and elected officials at 
the Javits Center.

As Cuomo took the stage, 
accompanied by presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton, 
who called the signing “a 
great day for our state,” the 
governor proceeded to deliver 
a progressive victory speech 
that evoked memories of his 
father Mario’s demand for eco-
nomic justice.

“Productivity has gone up 
70 percent. Workers’ wages 
have only gone up 9 percent,” 
Cuomo said. “Top 1 percent 
has gone up 138 percent at the 
same time. That’s not right, 
it’s not fair and we won’t let 
it stand in the state of New 
York.”

The law gradually raises 
the minimum wage to $15 in 
New York City by the end of 

2018. Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
did not attend the governor’s 
rally, issued a statement after 
the state budget agreement 
was announced Friday.

“Progressive policies we’ve 

championed and implemented 
in New York City for our work-
force, like paid leave and a 
higher minimum wage, will 
now take hold on a statewide 
scale,” de Blasio said. “And I 

congratulate Gov. Cuomo and 
the Legislature for their great 
commitment to these changes, 
which will pull hundreds of 
thousands of New Yorkers into 
greater economic security.”

The mayor heaped praise on 
Council Speaker Carl Heastie 
(D-Bronx) and the state Assem-
bly Democratic Conference for 
“doggedly defending the peo-
ple of New York City” during 
months of negotiations.

“Critically, New York City 
will not face the damaging 
cuts and cost shifts proposed 
earlier this winter,” de Bla-
sio said. “Because proposals 
to put hundreds of millions 
of dollars of state liabilities 
for CUNY and Medicaid on 
the city were averted, we can 
maintain vital programs and 
protect the city against future 
economic turmoil.”

The budget increases 
school aid by nearly $1.5 bil-
lion; supports improvements 
to mass transportation with 
a $27 billion investment in 
the MTA’s capital plan; en-
sures state support for New 
York City’s Medicaid costs; 
maintains support for Natu-
rally Occurring Retirement 
Communities, which allow 
seniors to stay in their homes 
as they age; and provides a tax 
exemption for a clean energy 

Vying to fill the seat left vacant 
by retiring Rep. Steve Israel, for-
mer Nassau County Executive 
Tom Suozzi samples the canoli at 
Cascon bakery in Whitestone.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signs the minimum wage increase and 12-week paid family leave program into law before 
rallying with union workers at the Javists Center. Courtesy of Governor's office

Cuomo signs minimum wage increase
Gov calls pay boost, 12-week paid family leave program ‘revolutionary’ at celebratory rally

Vallone backs Suozzi in race 
for Israel’s seat in Congress

Jamaica, Rockaway   
log longest commutes 

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 26 Continued on Page 34
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BY MADINA TOURE

The New York Mart supermarket in 
downtown Flushing is expanding its 
inventory to meet the diverse needs of 
area residents. 

After the Met Food Market in the 
neighborhood closed, residents of the 
Holly Civic Association contacted the 
office of City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) to find a convenient al-
ternative to their traditional grocery 
store that would sell similar products. 

Koo reached out to Deng Long, New 
York Mart’s CEO, requesting that the 
store expand its inventory to include a 
wider range of products, including as-
sorted cheeses, deli meats, pastas and 
frozen foods, in addition to its standard 
Asian groceries.

At a news conference at the super-
market, Francis Zhou, assistant to the 
president of New York Mart, gave Koo 
and other attendees a tour of the super-
market. Members of the Holly Civic 
Association were also in attendance. 

“When I explained the situation, 
Deng immediately agreed to expand 
his inventory,” Koo said. 

New York Mart markets itself as 
a Chinese grocery store that seeks to 
bridge the Chinese and American mar-
kets. The supermarket has also added 
a customer service desk in addition to 
enlarging its inventory. 

Zhou said the store has already 
stocked two shelves with traditional 
Western food.

“We understood that this neighbor-
hood area is mixed cultures,” he said. 

Long said the store is committed 
to providing quality groceries to resi-
dents and looks for opportunities to in-

teract directly with its shoppers. 
“Our stores pride themselves on be-

ing a good neighbor, and we are happy 
to expand our shelves and to provide 
products that reflect the diversity of 
residents here in Flushing,” he said. 

Joyce Huang, store assistant, said 
she is available to address shoppers’ 
concerns. 

“I’m always here,” Huang said. “I 
take all suggestions.” 

Denise Winters, president of the 
Holly Civic Association, said the up-
dated inventory will help senior citi-
zens in the area.

“Our seniors need to walk and be 
able to buy different groceries,” Win-
ters said. 

Flushing resident Mary Robin-
son, 68, who lives three blocks away 
from the supermarket, praised the 
announcement but suggested that fli-
ers outside the supermarket be avail-
able in English. She also said the store 
should lower its prices.

“We’re willing to give it a shot,” 
Robinson said.

Miguelina Roman-Acosta, another 
Flushing resident, said she was happy 
to learn of the changes to the invento-
ry but that she would like to see more 
press covering issues that directly af-
fect residents and more representation 
of minorities, particularly blacks and 
Hispanics.

“We don’t even know how many 
Hispanics are in the area,” Roman-
Acosta said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Francis Zhou, assistant to the president of New York Market (l), gives City Councilman 
Peter Koo (r) along with residents and civic leaders a tour of the supermarket.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing supermarket 
updates store inventory

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Whitestone man who fled 
to Virginia after fatally stab-
bing his Queens Village girl-
friend and hiding her body has 
pleaded guilty to manslaugh-
ter, according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown. 

Luis Zambrano, 30, pleaded 
guilty March 30 to manslaugh-
ter and attempted burglary on 
an unrelated matter, accord-
ing to Brown. 

Zambrano will be sen-
tenced April 19 to a determi-
nate term of 25 years in prison 
on the manslaughter charge 
and a consecutive term of up to 
three years on the attempted 
burglary charge, Brown said. 

Zambrano admitted he 
planned to injure the victim, 
Angie Escobar, 28, which led 
to her death, the DA said. 

Escobar was repeatedly 
stabbed on or about Sept. 6 and 
was last seen Sept. 4, Brown 
said. 

Her family reported her 

missing four days later and 
her decomposing body was 
found Sept. 10 in the trunk 
of her 2004 Nissan Maxima, 
which had been abandoned 
near 22nd Avenue and Murray 
Street in Whitestone, Brown 

continued. 
Zambrano was arrested 

in Daleville, Va. Sept. 18 and 
waived extradition to New 
York, according to the DA. 

When pleading guilty to the 
attempted burglary charge, 
Zambrano admitted that he 
broke into the Paradise Alley 
Bar at 41-09 150th St. in Flush-
ing at about 11:15 a.m. on Oct. 
2, 2013 and stole about $100 in 
cash and three bottles of alco-
hol, Brown said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
A Brooklyn man was ar-

rested and charged after he 
fatally struck a 57-year-old 
man in Flushing Tuesday 
morning, according to the 
NYPD.

Ramon Ortiz, 55, was ar-
rested and charged with fail-
ure to yield right of way and 
failure to exercise due cau-
tion, according to a spokes-
woman for Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Ortiz was issued a desk 
appearance ticket so he will 
not be in arraignment court, 
the spokeswoman said.  

At about 8:57 a.m., police 
responded to a 911 call for a 
pedestrian struck at the in-
tersection of 35th Avenue and 
Prince Street, police said. 

Upon arrival, officers 
discovered a man lying on 
the pavement with severe 
trauma to the body, policed 
continued. 

EMS arrived and trans-
ported the victim to NewY-

ork-Presbyterian/Queens, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, officials said. 

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that Ortiz, who 
was driving a 2009 Ford Sub-
urban, was traveling south-
bound on Prince Street and 
made a left turn onto 35th 
Avenue when he struck the 
pedestrian in the crosswalk 
traveling northbound on 
Prince Street crossing 35th 
Avenue south to north, police 
said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

LUIS ZAMBRANO

Bklyn man charged 
in pedestrian fatality

Whitestone man pleads guilty 
to stabbing woman to death

1 Rate information as of 03/28/16. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming 
Fixed Rate Loan at 3.750% and 80% loan-to-value (LTV) is $926.23 with zero points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.816%. Payment does 
not include private mortgage insurance, taxes, insurance premiums or additional loan-
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closing costs are paid  out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family 
home; debt-to-income ratio is less than 30%; and credit score of 700 or greater, and an 
escrow account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for  your 
rate is 60 days. All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are 
subject to change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated 
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New York Commercial Bank. 

The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time.
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Call Amy DeLeon at 2*/03�*���004/ and ask about other loan options  
that require little or no personal funds for a down payment, or to apply. 
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Amy DeLeon, Mortgage Loan Consultant (NMLS #7982),  
nycbmortgagedirect.com

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send 

your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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After 30 Years Serving the Bayside Community, 
We Have Lost Our Lease.

Nor-Bell Service Station 
will be closing its bays 
at Bell and Northern.
It will be our privilege to take care of all 

your future car service needs at Nor-Topia 

(718) 939-4599
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
St. Albans residents who 

grew up with the late Phife 
Dawg, a member of renowned 
hip-hop group A Tribe Called 
Quest, braved the rain to 
show their respect for him at 
a public memorial hosted by 
the group at St. Albans Me-
morial Park Monday morn-
ing.

Despite the rainy weather, 
nearly 200 fans trekked to St. 
Albans from all over the bor-
ough and the city, with some 
fans even coming from out of 
state.

Malik Taylor, known by 
his stage name Phife Dawg, 
died March 22 in California 
at the age of 45 due to compli-
cations from diabetes. He was 
raised in St. Albans.

St. Albans resident Car-
leene Cannon, 48, had known 
Phife Dawg since he was 
around 9 years old. She also 
knew honorary group mem-
ber Jarobi White.

She has fond memories of 
Phife, recalling that he had a 
big crush on her cousin.

“As we got older and as A 
Tribe Called Quest became 
more of an entity, with ev-
erybody just grooving to the 
music, he would come off the 
road and I would go visit him 
at his grandmother’s house...
He gave me my copy of ‘Low 
End Theory’ (the group’s sec-
ond album) and leaked it,” 
Cannon said. “And my son’s 
name is Jaden Malik Lake.”

Steve McDaniel, 41, also of 
St. Albans, said he and Phife 
spent a lot of time playing 

basketball and football in St. 
Albans Park.

“When they (his friends 
and Phife) were in high 
school—I was younger than 
them, I was in junior high 
school—I would meet them 
in the colosseum on Jamai-
ca Avenue and we would go 
down to the food court and sit 
there and bug out with a lot 
of the kids we grew up with 
from back here on Sayres Av-
enue,” McDaniel said. 

Another friend of Phife’s, 
Norman Bennett, 37, who 
lives next door to McDaniel, 
referred to him as his “little 
big bro” because Bennett 
was younger but taller. They 
bonded over their common 
heritage: Bennett’s father 
is from Trinidad and so is 
Phife’s family. 

“Everyone would beat 
on the (picnic) table, kick 
rhymes, something crazy was 
going on... we played football, 
baseball, kickball,” Bennett 
said.

St. Albans resident Keith 
Taylor, 42, also a friend of 
Phife’s, echoed similar senti-
ments.

“Malik was a good dude,” 
Taylor said. “We all grew up 
together so we all seem simi-
lar. He loved sports and he got 
into the music thing and kind 
of went off on his way.”

The first 200 fans who 
arrived at the memorial re-
ceived a Phife Dawg T-shirt 
as well as a ticket to attend an 
invite-only tribute concert 
for the musician at the Apollo 
Theatre in Harlem Tuesday. 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
In recent years, New York 

City election laws have been 
shown to have a negative ef-
fect on voter turnout. In fact, 
New York City has one of the 
lowest voter turnouts in the 
nation with only 58 percent of 
registered voters showing up 
at the polls in 2012.A study, put 
together by City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer and a coalition 
of elected officials and commu-
nity leaders, shows a gradual 
decline in voter participation, 
with the 2014 midterm general 
election only seeing one in 
four registered voters showing 
up at ballot boxes. 

The report, titled “Barriers 
to the Ballot,” utilizes 60 years 
of data and presents 16 propos-
als in whichvoter turnout can 
be brough back from its down-
ward trend. The coalition’s 
plan includes improvement 
in the areas of voter registra-
tion, access to polls, Election 
Day operations, and election 
administration.

“As New Yorkers head 
to the polls to elect our next 
president, it’s important to re-
member that voting is not only 
a fundamental right – it is the 
most important tool we have 
to ensure accountability in 
our democracy,” Stringer said. 
“Turnout in recent elections 
in  New York has been abysmal 
and yet our laws often prevent 
rather than encourage people 
from participating. We need to 
make it easier for every New 

Yorker to register to vote.”
 Voter registration throught 

these proposals will be in-
creased by allowing pre-regis-
tration for 16- and 17-year olds 
which will become active once 
they turn 18, allowing same-
day registration and expand-
ing registration through exist-
ing state and city databases, 
such as the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, the comptrol-
ler said. Eleven other states al-
ready allow same-day registra-
tion for voters and New York is 
looking to these examples to 
improve the outlook for 2016.

Access to polls could be im-
proved by enacting no-excuse 
absentee voting . This would 
allow voters to request an ab-
sentee ballot for any reason, 
ensuring that voters would 
have access to absentee ballots. 
Early in-person voting seven 
days prior to Election Day and 
including weekends would 
mean  that people would have 
plenty of time to make it to 
the polls. Mail-in ballots have 
been adopted by Oregon, Colo-
rado, and Washington, and 
are something that New York 
City officials are interested in 
exploring. New Yorkers con-
victed of felonies and recently 
released from corrections fa-
cilities would be informed of 
their ability to re-register to 
vote while on parole. 

 It is proposed that the city 
Board of Elections will be 
instructed to increase and 
switch to more modern meth-
ods of communication, includ-

ing email and text messaging. 
Training, recruitment, and 
improved compensation will 
be included for poll workers. 
Ensuring that polls are in 
compliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and 
surveying voters about their 
experiences will expose weak 
points that prevent many from 
making it to the polls. 

The coalition also plans to 
pass the Voter Friendly Bal-
lot Act, which would make the 
wording on ballots easier to 
understand and be beneficial 
for voters unfamiliar with po-
litical phrasing. 

In terms of election admin-
istration, improvements will 
be aimed at saving money and 
streamlining processes. 

 Among other recommen-
dations are ballots in a wider 
range of languages and in-
stant runoff voting two weeks 
after the primaries based on 
the ranking of candidates by 
voters at the start.

“Technology is here to stay, 
and what better way to in-
crease voter registration and 
access to the polls than using 
high tech models that get rid 
of our antiquated system” said 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).

 Steven Choi, executive di-
rector of the New York Immi-
grant Coalition, welcomed the 
report as “an essential frame-
work to reduce barriers for 
voting.”

Fans look on as the processional passes by St. Albans Memorial Park. 
Photo by Madina Toure

Voter turnout in the city continues to drop because of "arcane" election laws, says a study by Comptroller 
Scott Stringer.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Where are the voters?
Comptroller calls for action on poor turnout at polls

Phife Dawg’s friends 
salute late musician

Continued on Page 18
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OZONE PARK—The NYPD was 
looking for Brandon Ford in connec-
tion with a March 11 shooting, police 
officals said.

Ford, 20, is the suspected shooter of 
a 19-year-old man who was shot once in 
the neck from behind on Yates Avenue, 
police said.

The suspect fled the scene down 
Yates Avenue and was not apprehend-
ed, police said. 

Police said the shooting occurred 
around 9:18 p.m. 

Officers from the 103rd Precinct 
responded to the scene and the victim 
was rushed Jamaica hospital in criti-
cal condition, police said.

The last known residence of Ford 
was 107-13 150th St. 

POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING—The NYPD is 

searching for a man involved in 
a commercial burglary in Flush-
ing. 

At about 4:30 a.m. March 21, 
an individual entered a law of-
fice at 163-07 Depot Road through 
the rear window and removed 
miscellaneous papers and docu-
ments and fled the location on 
foot, according to the police. 

The person of interest was 
described by police as an Asian 
man who was last seen wearing 
a baseball hat and a black hood-
ed sweatshirt, police said. 

No arrests have been made 
and the investigation was going, 
according to a police spokes-
man.

Police released this video image of a suspect want-
ed in connection to the burglary of a Flushing law 
office.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Police looking for Ozone park shooter 

Ridgewood robbers seen attacking man: cops

Suspect sought in Flushing burglary: NYPD

 
718.428.4578

APRIL  
SPECIAL!
Buy 1 Small or  

Medium or Large 

GET 1  
FREE!
Monday through Wednesday

ITALIAN ICE, THE WAY  
IT’S MEANT TO BE

No Preservatives! No Stabilizers! No Fillers!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Police released this image of Brandon Ford, 
who is suspected in an assault on Yates 
Road in mid-March.  Photo courtesy NYPD

RIDGEWOOD — Police were asking 
for the public’s assistance on informa-
tion concerning the identities of four 
people who were seen in video footage 
beating and robbing a 52-year-old man 
before 10 p.m. March 31. 

The victim was punched and kicked 
multiple times in the head and then had 
his property stolen by the assailants 
who later went throuugh his pockets, 
police said. Police said the victim was 
moved to Elmhurst General Hospital 
in critical but stable condition.

The first individual is a 20- to 
25-year-old Hispanic man about 5-foot-
8. He had a tattoo on his right forearm 
and was last seen wearing a light col-
ored hooded jacket, light colored pants, 

and a light colored T-shirt.
The next is a Hispanic woman, 

about 20 to 25 years old. She has a tat-
too on her left forearm and stands 
about 5-foot-5. She was last seen wear-
ing a dark dress and wite jacket.

The third person is a Hispanic man, 
20 to 25 years old. He was last seen 
wearing a black baseball cap, a black 
hooded sweater, and beige pants with 
dark sneakers.

The fourth individual is a Hispanic 
man 20  to 25 years-old. He was last 
seen with long blond hair, black knit 
cap, black jacket, black shirt, black 
sweatpants, with black and white 
sneakers. 
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Center for the Women 
of New York, a non-profit orga-
nization founded by Ann Ju-
liano Jawin in 1987, is dedicat-
ed to empowering the women 
of Queens through workshops 
and events that give them the 
skills they need to improve 
their lives, both professionally 
and economically. The organi-
zation is also a leader in advo-
cating for womens’s rights in 
the courtroom, and helping 
women who have been victims 
of domenstic abuse. 

In honor of their 29th an-
niversary, the CWNY is hold-
ing a celebration April 16 at 
Douglaston Manor to recog-
nize “Women of Distinction,” 
who fill leadership roles in 
the community, and “Good 
Guys,” men who make a differ-
ence in a woman’s world, will 
receive official recognition. 
Among the honorees are New 
York State Assemblywoman 
Maritza Davila (D-Brooklyn), 
Director of Social Justice for 

Universalist Unitarian Con-
gregation Universalist Unitar-
ian Congregation  Claire Dero-
che, Director of Public Safety 
for Queens College  Nancy Fal-
con, Deputy Chief of the Uni-
formed Fire Officers Associa-
tion Richard Alles, Director 
of the Public School Athletic 
League Donald Douglas, and 
State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing).

The celebration will be 
centered around a cocktail 
networking reception, lunch, 
awards ceremony, silent auc-
tion and raffles, as well as mu-
sic by Bill Gati. Tickets for the 
event are $125, with the pro-
ceeds going to help fund the 
organization. 

Jawin, who has a back-
ground as an career advance-
ment specialist, saw the need 
for an organization to address 
the specific problems of wom-
en in Queens, and founded 
CWNY as a result. From the 
start, Jawin saw the need for 
career and money manage-
ment training as critical in 

helping women living in an 
abusive relationship. Accord-
ing to Jawin, the fact that abu-
sive partners often provide 
financial support and stability 
for the victim is a major factor 
in the relationship continuing 
 . Not only are these services 
provided to help end domestic 
abuse situations, they are key 
to strengthening the roles of 
women as leaders in our com-
munitiy  .

The Center for the Wom-
en of New York’s temporary 
main office is located at 120-
55 Queens Blvd. in Kew Gar-
dens, until the renovation of 
their new office at Fort Totten 
is complete. Among the ser-
vices they offer are weekly job 
readiness workshops, career 
counseling, legal assistance, 
support groups and a help 
line. Monthly meetings at the 
center cover topics ranging 
from economic conditions of 
women, sex bias in the work-
place, education, health, educ-
tion and legislative issues. Center for the Women of New York Chairwoman of the Board of Directors 

Ann Jawin (r) with former President Rhoda Plotkin. 

Center for Women of NY celebrates 29 years
Non-profi t organization honors borough leaders at anniversary awards luncheon

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300
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REMAKING RIKERS

Condos need to exercise transparency

He’s a reformer but not a New Yorker.
Joseph Ponte, the city’s Correction Department 

commissioner, is a tough ex-Marine with 40-plus 
years of experience working in the nation’s jail and 
prison systems, with a no-nonsense approach to the 
criminals who occupy those cells. But he also un-
derstands what has driven many of these inmates 
to the underside and has instituted changes to pre-
pare them to re-enter society with a better chance of 
avoiding more jail time.

A New Englander with a heavy Downeast accent, 
Ponte took the challenge two years ago when Mayor 
Bill de Blasio offered him the job to remake Rikers 
Island, known as the largest penal colony in the 
world, and five other city jails.

 Ponte is now tracking the reforms he has cham-
pioned at Rikers, where the population ranges from 
8,500 to 10,000 inmates awaiting trial or other legal 
action.  His 14-point plan to reduce the violence that 
has plagued the complex and ranked it as of the 10 
worst prison system in the United States is working.

Serious incidents involving officers using force 
dropped significantly in 2015 as well as the number 
of serious injuries suffered by uniformed officers at 
the hands of inmates, Ponte told the TimesLedger ed-
itorial board last month.  He attributed the decline in 
violence to better officer training, overhauling the 
way younger inmates are handled and using many 
different clinical therapies.

Rikers operated for years with no overall plan and 
was a mill where prisoners were locked up, then let 
out in an unending cycle.  In the city-owned system, 
66 percent of the jails are now past their lifetimes. 

But Rikers’ problems went far beyond the aging 
physical plant. Ponte was surprised to find New York 
is one of just two states to treat 16- and 17-year-olds as 
adults. Before he arrived, Rikers had not adopted any 
of the federal programs recommended for juveniles.

 In December 2014 he ended solitary confinement 
for juveniles as an ineffective tool and will halt this 
punishment for 18- to 21-year-olds in July.  The young 
adults, who account for about 30 percent of the vio-
lence at Rikers, are his prime focus. About 400 are 
housed in 11 separate units where they attend school 
and work together as a team to earn incentives.

The results speak for themselves: zero stabbings 
and slashings.  Tensions have also been reduced 
among the high security inmates who have been giv-
en FM receivers to choose their own TV programs.

It’s taken a 69-year-old outsider to rewrite the cul-
ture of Rikers in just two years against all odds and 
to begin to reverse years of neglect with long-over-
due, humane reforms. 

An open letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman:

I attach a letter from my condo 
board (informing condo owners 
at the Baybridge Condominiums 
of assessments they must pay to 
fund repairs).

Please note the following:
• There has been no election or 

meeting of the condo board since 
2005:

• We do not even have the 
names of the memebers of the 
board;

• Written insuiries to the 
board are never answered;

• The attorney of the condo 
has stated that he is the attorney 
for the board and that individual 
homeowners have no right to 
send him inquiries;

• The attorney has stated that 
homeowners may not look at the 
books and the board has no legal 
requirement to answer inquiries;

• The board in the past has 
misappropriated funds, spent 
our money on lavish dinners and 

Christmas parties and never told 
us of this;

• We shoud have a right to 
know what the board intends to 
do with roughly $500,000 in spe-
cial assessments and who the 
members of the board are, given 
their dubious past history.

Kindly respond.

George Silberman
Bayside
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READERS WRITE

North Carolina’s so-called 
“bathroom bill” is causing 
quite a stir—pitting defenders 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender communities 
against folks who think only 
ladies should be allowed in the 
Ladies’ Room and only men 
should be allowed in the Men’s 
Room.

The law supposedly violates 
the rights of individuals with 
alternative sexual preferences, 
particularly anatomically cor-
rect men who see themselves 
as women and women who 
wish they were men. But what 
about the rights of the rest of 
us? Americans overwhelm-
ingly seek a modicum of pri-
vacy when we need to use the 
toilet or take a shower or use 

the locker room to change into 
gym clothes. The way a person 
thinks of himself or herself 
sexually is not an issue. Their 
thoughts are theirs alone—as 
are the thoughts of tradition-
alists who find it intrusive and 
offensive to be forced to use 
communal bathrooms, shower 
rooms and locker rooms.

It was sad to see the amuse-
ment with which the issue was 
greeted when New York Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo banned 
state travel to North Carolina 
in protest of the bathroom bill. 
Challenging an individual’s 
right to privacy when using a 
bathroom, as Mr. Cuomo is do-
ing, is no laughing matter.

North Carolina Governor 
Pat McCrory insists that the 

law is not discriminatory. It 
does not take away or infringe 
on anyone’s rights, he said.  
However, he added: “Would 
you want a man to walk into 
your daughter’s shower, and 
legally be able to do that? I hap-
pen to disagree with that.”

Meanwhile, McCrory’s of-
fice distributed a fact sheet 
pointing out, among other 
things, that the law does pro-
hibit private sector companies 
from adopting their own  bath-
room rules. Nor does it leave 
the LGBT community without 
protections. In addition, pri-
vate businesses have the right 
to allow mixed-use bathroom, 
shower and locker facilities.

“Them versus us” politics 
is behind the fuss. After all, 

why have the CEOs of major 
companies doing business in 
North Carolina banded to-
gether to challenge the law? In 
fact, 80 companies including 
Charlotte, NC-based Bank of 
America, Apple, Google, Fa-
cebook and PayPal signed a 
somewhat threatening letter 
hoping to put economic pres-
sure on the state. Why would 
they take such a high-profile 
stance since the law does not 
impose any new rules on their 
businesses? They are free to 
set their own bathroom poli-
cies as they see fit.

So, why was the law passed 
in the first place? According 
to the governor’s fact sheet: 
“The bill was passed after the 
Charlotte City Council voted to 

impose a regulation requiring 
businesses to allow a man into 
a women’s restroom, shower, 
or locker room if they choose. 
This ordinance would have 
eliminated the basic expecta-
tions of privacy people have 
when using the restroom by 
allowing people to use the rest-
room of their choice. This new 
local regulation brought up 
serious privacy concerns by 
parents, businesses and others 
across the state, as well as safe-
ty concerns that this new local 
rule could be used by people 
who would take advantage of 
this to do harm to others.”

 
The Association of 

Mature American Citizens
Washington, D.C.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Controversy surrounds ‘bathroom bill’
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

A
s baseball’s Opening 
Day approached in 
Spring 1964, the new-
papers stated that Shea 

Stadium was ready to host the 
Mets but there wasn’t a moment 
to spare to get the $25 million 
facility into shape.  As work-
ers were placing the finishing 
touches on Queens’ new field 
of dreams, hundreds of fans 
roamed its grounds to get a feel 
for the place. It was so filled 

that the players themselves 
couldn’t work out.  While the 
infield was deemed complete 
and in good shape, sod was 
still being laid into place at the 
extremities of the outfield.

The Star Journal was quick 
to observe, “the various col-
ored seats and the vastness of 
the park make for quite a spec-
tacle.” But in a prescient take 
on the luckless Metropolitans 
it also asserted, “Maybe the 
Mets won’t be worth the price 
of admission for a few years but 
the park certainly will be.”

After a scheduled parade 
through Flushing and Ja-
maica and a Chamber of Com-

merce luncheon at the Whit-
man Hotel, the Mets were to 
go to Hofstra University to get 
some practice in. The Journal 
reported that Casey Stengel 
took 19-year-old Jerry Hinsley 
under his wing. The mighty 
Casey also looked toward Ed 
Kranepool to provide the pow-
er of his bat.    

On April 14, 1964, standing 
beside local officials and the 
members of the upper Mets 
management, the Old Perfess-
er took center stage at a press 
conference at Flushing’s St. 
George’s Episcopal Church.  
Here, he gave all in attendance 
“a blast of ‘Stengelese’” while 
describing his players.  In typi-
cal rambling fashion he de-
picted them “[as] a collection 
of beautiful dolls… running 
fools… real fine young men… 
the true youth of America.”  

But he was also careful to 
stress that he’d do whatever it 

took to forge a winning team: 
“No team in baseball offers a 
young man the opportunity 
as the Mets… We’re building a 
fighting Mets team.”  Acknowl-
edging those fans watching the 
games from their homes, he 
joked, “Our games will be in 
color this year on television, so 
I’ll be using a new makeup.”  

He was presented with a 
key to Flushing.

When asked about his new 
home at Shea, Stengel was ef-
fusive in his homespun praise: 
“Never anything like it before.  
They even have escalators so 
the folks… can get to their seats 
when they get into the ball-
park on a pass.  Nobody will 
have to watch a high pop-up, 
like it is in other parks where 
it’s mighty hard on a man like 
me.  I’m 73, you know.”

The Star Journal observed 
that he had the rapt attention 
of everyone: “No matter what 

Casey said, the fans ate it up.”
The excitement generated 

by Casey and his Mets wasn’t 
lost to Queens Borough Presi-
dent Mario J. Cariello, who on 
behalf of the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce bestowed upon 
the organization a lifetime 
membership. To everyone’s 
laughter, he quipped that 
Casey and his Stengelese alone 
is worth the $25 million spent 
on Shea. But in a nod to the 
fans, Cariello asserted: “We 
have two million of the stron-
gest, fiercest provincialists 
in the world in Queens, and 
we can assure you that there 
won’t be an empty seat at the 
stadium. Welcome to Queens… 
and let’s win!” 

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

I
n ancient times—say, the 
1950s, or ’60s, or ’70s or 
maybe even the ’80s—
children were expected to 

waste a good deal of their time 
riding their bikes to nowhere, 
making up basketball moves, 
or drawing with chalk.

Their parents didn’t worry 
that this meant they were go-
ing to end up drug addicts, 
or at least at a second-tier 
college. In fact, most parents 
were eager to shoo kids out of 
the house. But that was before 
something began taking over 
all waking hours of the day.

School.
When we think about 

how different childhood is 
today—structured, super-
vised, stressful—we tend to 
blame helicopter parents, or 
the culture of fear that has 
made stepping outside with-
out mom or dad into an activ-

ity mentally accompanied by 
scary organ music. After all, 
every parent’s worst night-
mare could be just around the 
corner!

But Peter Gray, author of 
the basic psychology textbook 
used in colleges across the 
country (including Harvard), 
says that while “increased 

fears from the media” are 
partly to blame for this new, 
constricted childhood, there’s 
another force at play.

Or, rather, not at play. 
“Part of it that we don’t 

give enough weight to is the 
increasing amount of influ-
ence of schooling.”

Think about how school 
dominates the lives of kids to-
day. When Gray, now a white-
haired professor, was grow-
ing up, the school year was 
five weeks shorter. I remem-
ber that, too—a three-month 
summer vacation. Bliss! No 
one was freaking out about 
the “summer slide”—kids 
forgetting the lessons they 
left behind in May. Summer 
was seen as the charger kids 
needed, not a drain.

As for what happened dur-
ing the school year itself, 
there was little or no home-

work in the lower grades, un-
less the kids had to do some-
thing like gather leaves for a 
project. No nightly homework 
sheets. No nightly reading 
log, the bane of my existence 
as a mom. (Forcing your kids 
to read a certain amount each 
day turns out to be the perfect 
way to make them hate read-
ing. Try it!)

Gray, who is at Clemson 
University this week to give 
a talk at the Rebooting Play 
Conference, as am I, says that 
those logs are just one hint 
of how parents are now sup-
posed to continue the school 
day at home. They are ex-
pected to review their kids’ 
homework and often to sign 
it. They’re also expected to 
volunteer at the school as 
reading buddies or running 
the book sale. It’s as if school 
has become the biggest force 
in our lives, inescapable from 
morning to night. Parents are 
told that this is how it has to 
be if they want their kids to 
succeed.

Once parents are taught 
to be “school partners,” says 
Gray, “all of society develops 
the view that children grow 
best when carefully moni-

tored and guided. And it used 
to be children grow by them-
selves.”

This is not to say that kids 
learn algebra by climbing 
trees. But they do learn how 
to gauge risk, and handle fear. 
Playing a game of catch, even 
against a wall, they learn 
how to do something over and 
over to get it right. (Think 
how much easier it is to learn 
that lesson on the playground 
than in the classroom.) Play-
ing with friends, they learn 
how to control their impulses, 
share, throw it a little easier 
to the youngest kid—a trait 
also known as empathy—all 
the arts of being human.

These activities don’t stunt 
intellectual development, 
they make young minds curi-
ous and creative.

In an essay titled, “Be Glad 
of Our Failure to Catch Up 
with China in Education,” 
Gray compares our educa-
tion system to China’s, where 
grammar school kids spend 
nearly 10 hours a day study-
ing, and by high school they 
face a 12½-hour school day.

Kids are forced to endure 
this “to get a high score on 
the ‘gaokao,’ the national ex-

amination that is the sole cri-
terion for admitting students 
to college,” writes Gray.

What happens to those 
high-scoring winners? 

“A common term used in 
China now to refer to the gen-
eral results of their education-
al system is ‘gaofen dineng,’ 
which means, literally, ‘high 
scores, but low ability.’ Be-
cause students spend nearly 
all of their time studying, 
they have little chance to do 
anything else,” like develop 
interests, physical stamina, 
or social skills.

That’s a “success” America 
would do well to avoid.

To raise the kind of en-
gaged and eager kids who 
grow into entrepreneurs and 
simply happy citizens, we 
need to stop school from seep-
ing into every hour and activ-
ity of the day.

Fooling around turns 
out to be the best schooling 
around.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.
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Is too much school a bad thing for kids?
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A
s the primary season 
progresses, the term 
“early primary” has 
increasingly come into 

use. The primary election for-
mat has changed in various 
states.

Mostly in Western states, 
there is a trend toward early 
voting before Election Day. 
These votes are counted on 
election night. The voter who 
does that will not vote on Elec-
tion Day. There are some prob-
lems with this kind of system. 

Some voters may vote 
three weeks before the pri-
mary election for a candidate 

and the voter may change his 
mind on Election Day, want-
ing to support another candi-
date. It can happen and proba-
bly has happened. A primary 
candidate may be addressing 
a crowd on the day before the 
election and it turns out that 
a majority of the people at 
this rally have already voted. 
It is also possible that one of 
the candidates will find out 
what the early voting trends 
are and so therefore receive 
an advantage over his oppo-
nent who does not have this 
vital information.

In many states including 
New York, there are absentee 
ballots. Voters can use these 
ballots and then not show up 
on Election Day. Absentee bal-
lots are counted after the elec-
tion, and the count may not 
be finished for days or weeks 
after election day. 

Another change in voting 

procedures is that voters oth-
er than members of a political 
party can vote in a party elec-
tion. For instance, during the 
last several months, we have 
seen Republicans voting in 
Democratic Party primaries, 
and Democrats voting in Re-
publican primaries. Indepen-
dents can also vote in these 
party primaries. These are 
known as “open primaries.” 
This type of situation causes 
political party primaries to 
really not be party primaries 
since a large segment of the 
people voting are not mem-
bers of that party. 

The question can be asked 
if it is fair to the registered 
members of a political party 
who support their party fi-
nancially, and also work to 
build the party and campaign 
for its candidates, to allow 
people who do not work for 
the party and have little or 

no interest in the party struc-
ture to vote in a primary.

I am sure that the public of-
ficials in these states that have 
early voting and open voting 
in other political parties prob-
ably believe that they were im-
proving the system in terms 
of encouraging more people to 
participate in democracy and 
making it easier for citizens 
to vote.

However these types of vot-
ing raise many questions. We 
want as many of our citizens 
to vote as possible, but there 
has to be an easy way to do 
this.

Here in New York only 
members of a political party 
may vote in that party’s pri-
mary. Hopefully, that system 
will stay in effect. There is no 
early voting in New York out-
side of absentee ballots. The 
system has worked well over 
the years, since only Republi-

cans can vote in Republican 
primaries, and only Demo-
crats can vote in Democratic 
primaries.

It is hoped that early voting 
will not continue to grow. We 
want this system to work well 
with as little difficulty as pos-
sible.

Election Day voting has 
served us well over the years. 
It can continue to serve us well 
in the future.

R
egrettably, it is not 
an understatement to 
point out that passage 
of the Fair Chance Act 

by the New York City Coun-
cil has put families living in 
co-op and other residential 
housing communities at risk. 
Our progressive Council, 
that just voted themselves a 
35 percent increase in a year 
in which  seniors saw a zero 
percent increase in their So-
cial Security payments, are 
moving full speed ahead in a 
dangerously wrong direction 
with this law.

Civic leaders and co-op 
presidents like myself rank 
safety at the top of our list of 
concerns. At Glen Oaks Vil-
lage and so many other resi-
dential housing communities, 
the hardworking maintenance 
departments keep buildings 
and infrastructure running 
smoothly and in good repair. 

These maintenance workers 
often must enter apartments, 
at times unsupervised, to 
check faulty plumbing, fix a 
cabinet, nail down a squeaky 
floorboard, or repair a mal-
functioning window.

As a result of this access, 
maintenance employees are 
usually subject to criminal 
background checks prior to 
employment. Co-op boards 
see this as part of their due 
diligence and obligation to 
keep their communities safe. 
Ensuring that an individual 
with a criminal background 
will not have unsupervised ac-
cess to your home or access to 
homes with small children or 
disabled elderly is something 
most people outside the Coun-
cil would agree makes sense 
and is the right thing to do. 

That has all changed now 
that the City Council has 
banned employers—including 
those that run and manage 
housing cooperatives and 
condominiums—from asking 
maintenance-worker appli-
cants whether they have been 
convicted of a crime.  Mak-
ing such an inquiry prior to 
extending an offer of employ-
ment, or even questioning a 

prospective applicant who 
makes an unsolicited disclo-
sure of a previous arrest re-
cord, is now a violation of the 
city’s Human Rights Law. Try-
ing to protect communities by 
questioning prospective em-
ployees who are ex-felons and 
who will have access to homes 
is now off-limits.  Law enforce-
ment agencies are mercifully 
exempt from the Fair Chance 
Act, which is an obvious ac-
knowledgement that the City 
Council realizes there is a rea-
son for conducting a criminal 
background check—just not 
for ordinary folks, like us.

Under the FCA, an em-
ployer can only inquire about 
past criminal behavior and 
incarceration after an offer 
of employment is made. If the 
criminal background check 
comes back positive and the 
employer rescinds the job of-
fer, the applicant can sue by 
going directly to the New York 
City Human Rights Commis-
sion. Under the law, the bur-
den of proof shifts to the em-
ployer who must show that its 
actions to rescind the job offer 
were “justified”—a legal bar 
that is almost impossible to 
reach and a field day for law-

yers. Employers must hold the 
position open and provide the 
applicant with at least three 
days or more to respond. If 
the applicant disagrees with 
the employer’s decision, the 
Human Rights Commission 
will take legal action against 
the employer. Once again, we 
have a law that is a nightmare 
for co-ops and other housing 
units that are simply seeking 
to keep their communities and 
families safe.

The absurd level of micro-
management injected by the 
FCA into the employment 
process is stunning: Using an 
application form that allows a 
prospective employee to grant 
permission for a background 
check is a violation of the law, 
as is an application form con-
taining a disclaimer that the 
applicant does not have to an-
swer specific questions about 
prior criminal conduct. The 
law even prohibits employ-
ers who have learned about 
an applicant’s past criminal 
history from altering the du-
ties and responsibilities of the 
position. An employer would 
be in violation of the law if 
the duties of the position were 
altered to prohibit this indi-

vidual from unsupervised 
home entry. This law has put 
law-abiding citizens at risk. 
It creates a new protected 
class of criminals and creates 
criminals out of job-creating 
employers.

And to make matters worse, 
in a companion bill the City 
Council enacted, employers 
are prohibited from using con-
sumer credit history reports 
in the employment process. 
Employers often rely upon 
credit checks, FICO scores, 
payment histories, bankrupt-
cies or judgments as a tool to 
assess a potential employee’s 
trustworthiness, honesty and 
good judgment. All of these 
checks are no longer permit-
ted by law.   

The Credit Check Law 
and Fair Chance Act elimi-
nates any “Fair Chance” for 
employers and families wor-
ried about safety in a danger-
ous world. Once again, social 
engineering has supplanted 
common sense and has put us 
all at risk.  Fair Chance?  Fat 
Chance.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village and a 
civic leader.

COLUMNS

Early primaries are changing the electoral scene

The Fair Chance Act is unfair to employers
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On Point

We want as many 
of our citizens to 
vote as possible, 

but there has to be 
an easy way to do 

this.
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BY BILL PARRY

Members of the 108th Precinct De-
tective Squad, the Queens North Homi-
cide Squad and the Queens district at-
torney “worked tirelessly since August 
of 2015” to solve a crime that stunned 
Long Island City and Sunnyside last 
year, according to Capt. John Trava-
glia, the commanding officer of the 
108th.

A former accountant at a Skillman 
Avenue non-profit and two others are 
accused of embezzling tens of thou-
sands of dollars and conspiring to 
throw acid on the organization’s execu-
tive director to cover up their scam, ac-
cording to the DA’s office.

“This was a complicated and com-
plex case that was often frustrating, 
but the perseverance of the investiga-
tive team knew no bounds,” Travaglia 
said. “Evil of this nature will never be 
tolerated.”

DA Richard Brown and Police Com-
missioner William Bratton announced 
Tuesday that a grand jury had indicted 
three people, including a former em-
ployee at the non-profit, and variously 
charged them with embezzling more 
than $750,000 and then attacking the 
organization’s executive director with 
a caustic liquid substance in an effort 
to conceal the alleged theft.

Kim Williams, 47, of the Bronx, 
who formerly worked as an accoun-
tant at Hospital Audiences, Inc. at 33-
02 Skillman Ave.; Pia Louallen, 41, of 
the Bronx; and Jerry Mohammed, 32, 
of Rensselaer County, have all been in-
dicted for their suspected roles in the 
embezzlement and/or the assault, ac-
cording to the DA. 

Williams and Mohammed were 
charged with throwing the caustic 
liquid in the woman’s face outside the 
non-profit’s offices in the attack on 
Aug. 19, Brown said.

“The case is troubling on so many 
different levels,” he said. “In an atmo-
sphere of such giving, it is disheart-
ening to see an individual allegedly 
use her position of fiduciary trust to 
siphon off tens of thousands in funds 
for the personal use of herself and an-
other. More disturbing, perhaps, is the 
same individual allegedly conspiring 
with another individual to intentional-
ly seriously injure an innocent victim 
as part of a cover-up. The three defen-
dants now face serious charges.”

According to the charges, Williams 
stole more than $600,000 from Hospi-
tal Audiences, Inc., the non-profit that 

provides access to the various arts to 
students and the less fortunate, be-
tween 2012 and 2015, and provided 
Louallen, a close friend, with an addi-
tional $150,000 of the illegal proceeds 
between 2013 and 2015. In an attempt to 
allegedly conceal her theft, Williams 
conspired with Mohammed to commit 
an assault and on the evening of Aug. 
19, Mohammed waited for the execu-
tive director, Rev. D. Alexandra Dyer, 
to leave work, the DA said.

As Dyer approached her vehicle on 
Skillman Avenue, Mohammed threw 
a caustic substance at her, causing se-
vere burns to her face and other por-
tions of the body, which required mul-
tiple surgeries.

Louallen and Mohammed were ar-
raigned Tuesday by Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Gregory Lasak while 
Williams was arrested by New Jersey 
State troopers at a rest stop Monday 
night. He is awaiting an extradition 
hearing.

“As alleged, the investigation re-
vealed the defendants embezzled and 
then severely injured the victim in 
an elaborate cover-up scheme,” NYPD 
Commissioner William Bratton said. 
“Today, three find themselves under 
arrest for this brazen crime.”

Together, the three defendants face 
a 65-count indictment. If convicted, 
Louallen faces up to 15 years in prison, 
Williams faces up to 25 years in prison, 
and Mohammed faces up to 25 years to 
life in prison, according to the DA.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The NYPD solves a "complicated and com-
plex case" in which a woman was assaulted 
in a violent acid attack outside her office on 
Skillman Avenue. Photo by Bill Parry

Three accused in LIC
of acid attack, theft

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. These rates are available 
to well-qualified borrowers who purchase through the MCU Car Buying Service 
from a certified TRUECar® dealer. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates 
as determined by their creditworthiness. For model years 2016-2015 vehicles 
purchased using the MCU Car Buying Service from a certified TRUECar® dealer, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.09 on each $1,000 borrowed 
at 0.99% APR. For well qualified applicants purchasing model years 2016 -2015 
vehicles without using the MCU Car Buying Service, your payments will consist of 60 
monthly payments of $17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. These rates 
are available when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of 
repayment. Annual percentage rates are .50% higher if payroll deduction or direct 
deposit is not chosen as a method of repayment. Annual percentage will increase 
by .50% after consummation if automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit is 
cancelled. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Offer valid 
from 3/14/2016-4/10/2016. Some restrictions may apply. Rates and terms are 
subject to change without notice. Late Payment Fee: $25.00. Membership required. 

March 14-April 10
RATES AS LOW AS

0.99%
APR*

Rates apply when purchased through  

the MCU Car Buying Service
Powered By

SPRING AUTO 
LOAN SALE

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/30/16 – 4/11/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you pur-
chase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against 
card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Make the smart choice today. 
Save energy year-round.

JANUARY 30—APRIL 11, 2016

$100 REBATE* 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

4 Solera® Soft Shades
(PLUS $25 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

DUETTE® ARCHITELLA® HONEYCOMB SHADES
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heard her dying screams but “did not  
want to get involved.” Later reports in-
dicated that few in her building knew 
the screams were from a dying woman 
and  several dismissed them as com-
ing from drunken patrons of a ground 
floor bar.

 One of her neighbors said he shout-
ed out a window “let that girl go!.”

 Several times when light went on 
in nearby apartments, Moseley slipped 
into shadows or dark doorway only to 
renew his barbaric knifing of Genove-

se, who died on the way to Queens Gen-
eral Hosital, after her killer had gone.

 Five days later police arrested Mo-
seley in East Elmhurst.  The married 
father of two confessed to several bur-
glaries and rapes, finally admitting 
that he followed Genovese and killed 
her.

In recent years the Times story of 
the apathetic neighbors has been large-
ly discrediited as a new generation of 
reporters and writers have dug deeply 
into the case. The Times’ flawed cover-
age of the Genovese murder was over-
seen by A.M. Rosenthal, the city editor, 
who went on to become editor in chief 
of the newspaper.

BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Donald Trump’s front-running 
presidential campaign is set to name 
two political hopefuls -- one from Ja-
maica, the other from Maspeth -- to 
head his campaign in Queens.

Tony Nunziato, the owner of a flo-
rist shop and a longtime Republican 
activist in Maspeth, and Bernadette 
Semple, a retired Navy officer and a 
Democrat who challenged former state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith two years ago, 
will be appointed later this week, ac-
cording to campaign sources.  At that 
time the Trump campaign is expected 
to release the names of local campaign 
leaders statewide in preparation for the 
New York primaries two weeks away.

In years past,  Congressional Dis-

trict Campaign Leaders, as they are 
called, played largely ceremonial roles 
in the New York state primaries since 
the elections in the past were too late to 
help decide the race or were a foregone 
conclusion for one candidate.

But this year the campaigns on both 
the Republican and Democratic sides 
are expected to be hard fought.

Nunziato tried twice without suc-
cess to unseat Democratic Assembly-

woman Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) in 
the district that covers Maspeth, Mid-
dle Village and several other neighbor-
hods  in central Queens. 

Semple had little good to say two 
years ago when the Democratic Party 
leadership in Queens tried to have her 
thrown off the ballot in the chaotic 
election following Smith’s indictment 
on corruption charges. 

“The machine has consistently op-
posed candidates that they can’t con-
trol using every corrupt weapon in 
their arsenal,” she told one newspaper 
at the time. 

Smith was later convicted and Le-
roy Comrie eventually won the seat.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Queens political-insurgent Tony Nunziato, 
who was named one of two county leaders 
for Donald Trump this week, in in his store 
in Maspeth, the Enchanged Florist.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

Trump camp picks
boro leaders in race

…Where every child is our Most Valuable
Middle Village Preparatory to Conduct Fourth Admissions Lottery
 Middle Village Preparatory Charter School (MVP) will conduct its fourth annual lottery 
for the 2016-17 sixth grade class on Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at 7:00 PM, in the Hugh P. 
Kirwan Auditorium at the Christ the King Campus.

 MVP’s lottery is the admissions process required by New York State when there are 
more student applicants than seats available.  Students are randomly selected from all 
applications submitted, with preference given to students residing in School District #24. 
Students who are not selected will be placed on a waiting list.

 “We are excited for our fourth admissions lottery,” said MVP Principal, Ron Rivera.  “This 
year MVP is graduating our inaugural class. They, along with the rest of the school have 
flourished academically through our vigorous curriculum, which includes an emphasis of 
math, reading, science, social studies and the study of the Latin language. 

 “We are also proud to announce that all of this year’s graduating students have been 
accepted into their top choice high schools.  We are very proud of them and wish them 
continuous success in high school,” concluded Principal Rivera.

WHO: Middle Village Preparatory Charter School
WHAT: Fourth Annual Charter School Admissions Lottery

WHEN: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 TIME: 7:00 PM
WHERE: Hugh P. Kirwan Auditorium at Christ the King Campus  

 All meetings of the Trustees and all committees and subcommittees are conducted 
with the New York Open Meetings Law (N.Y. Public Officers Law §§ 100-111).

MIDDLE VILLAGE  
PREPARATORY  

CHARTER SCHOOL

 

Andres Titus, known by his stage 
name Dres, is one-half of Black Sheep, 
a hip-hop duo from Queens that started 
in the 1990s. He had known Phife Dawg 
since 1989, describing him as a “dope 
(cool) person” who “had a moral com-
pass.”

The processional for Phife Dawg’s 
funeral drove by the park along Sayres 

Avenue and 172nd Street. Jarobi White 
waved at fans from a car

There are currently two efforts 
underway to honor the singer and the 
group. One calls for Linden Boulevard 
between 192nd and 193rd streets to be 
co-named A Tribe Called Quest Bou-
levard—where the video for the first 
single from the group’s second album 
was shot—while the other calls for St. 
Albans Park to be renamed “Malik 
‘Phife Dawg’ Taylor Park.”

Phife Dawg

Genovese

Continued from Page 9

Continued from Page 9

ELECTIONS
2016
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor   

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 

Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, 
Bronzes, Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & 

Marble Top Furniture, Fine Porcelain, 
Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

14367-3/16_Timesledger

A TALK WITH DAYMOND JOHN
QUEENS LIBRARY SPECIAL EVENT

Star of ABC’s 
SHARK TANK

s
K

This event is made available 
through the generous 

support of York College 
Student Development. 

Hosted by  
Ralph McDaniels 

April 28, 2016
6:00 p.m.

Milton G. Bassin
Performing Arts Center 

at York College
95-45 Guy R Brewer Boulevard

Jamaica, NY 11451

Free Tickets  
Limited Quantities Available  
queenslib.org/daymondjohn3
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Queens HS unveils new sports complex
Photos by Michael Shain

The members of the QHST baseball team are excited—even though some of them may not look it—to finally 
walk on the infield of their new field.  

A break-away run stoked a pick-up game of touch  football.

Two girls flag football teams from the high school 
warm-up. 

Two stars of the track team, Dajah Plummer (l) and Jessica Johnson, 
took on all comers in a number of impromptu races on the school’s new 
track.  

A steady drizzle did not keep hundreds of students and their families from the opening cermonies of the huge 
new sports complex—complete with baseball and football fields, a track and several pratice fields—on the 
campus of the Queens High School for Teaching and two elementary/middle schools. 
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Green Girls is an after-school and summer program organized by the City Parks Foundation connecting 
girls in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades with STEM, photography, video and NYC’s great outdoors. Participants 

experience and enjoy science learning, service projects, adventures, and taking action in the community.  
In this episode, the girls learn about drinking water education in New York City, including watersheds, 

the way water is used, and the way we treat water once it is used. The students are working on a project 
outlining everything they have learned about watersheds during the course of the after-school program. 

Watch Episode 2 now on qptv.org or on our channels during the month of April.

The STEM Girls is a program that features schools, organizations, programs, 
and facilities that work on increasing the STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) opportunities for young girls. This QPTV series 
helps educate, motivate and inspire young girls in pursuing those careers.
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Brooklyn man was ar-
rested and charged after he 
was hit by a Queens-bound F 
train south of the 65th Street 
station in Woodside Tuesday 
morning when he fled from a 
subway car after allegedly try-
ing to steal a boy’s cell phone, 
the police said. The incident 
snarled travel on the E, F, M 
and R lines.

Louis Berthony, 33, was 
charged with robbery, assault, 
criminal possession of stolen 
property and criminal tres-
passing, according to a police 
spokesman. 

An MTA spokeswoman 
said Berthony was sideswiped 
by an F train and that regular 
service had resumed on all 
lines affected earlier in the 
morning. 

At about 8:05 a.m., police 
officers received a call about 
an assault in progress on the 
southbound M train between 
the 65th Street and Northern 
Boulevard stations, according 
to the police. 

When they arrived at the 
Northern Boulevard station, 

officers discovered Berthony 
had fled onto the northbound 
express track of the Queens-
bound F train and was struck 
by the M train on the strack, 
police said. 

He suffered scratches and 
bruises and was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital in stable 
condition, officials said. 

The police spokesman said 
doctors were trying to help 
him but he was uncooperative, 
not letting them examine him. 

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the man had 
attempted to take a 13-year-old 
boy’s cell phone and assaulted 
a Good Samaritan who tried 
to intervene, the spokesman 
said. 

As the Berthony was 
struck, at least 70 people were 
waiting for the Manhattan-
bound F train at the Roosevelt 
Island station Tuesday morn-
ing while a Queens-bound F 
train with riders remained 
sitting at the platform with 
the doors open. A Roosevelt 
Island resident getting coffee 
at Starbucks said there was a 
long line outside the tram sta-
tion as well. 

But Anthony Dienda, 33, of 
Howard Beach, who was wait-
ing for the R train at the 34th 
Street station in Manhattan, 
said his friend was on the F 
train at the Queens Plaza sta-
tion.

His friend told him that a 

man was hit by the train and 
that riders were not allowed to 
leave the train because police 
officers did not want them to 
see the body. 

“They didn’t let anybody 
off the train,” Dienda said. 

But as of 9:43 a.m., the 

Queens Plaza station just 
had straphangers waiting for 
trains, with no police officers 
or yellow tape in sight. 

Another rider, Gina Lucia, 
62, from the Sunset Park sec-
tion of Brooklyn was supposed 
to take the Queens-bound 
E train to the Queens Plaza 
station but ended up at 34th 
Street.

She said she heard the E, 
N and M trains were either 
not running or running with 
delays. 

“I don’t understand,” Lucia 
said. 

The Long Island Rail Road 
in Woodside announced it was 
honoring subway MetroCards 
for straphangers facing sus-
pensions of the lines running 
between Forest Hills and Penn 
Station. Big crowds of people 
heading for Manhattan waited 
inside the station to escape the 
cold outside.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

    

Straphangers waited for trains along the Queens Boulevard line in the 
aftermath of a suspected mugger being hit by a train when he tried to 
flee along the tracks. Photo by Sara Cutcher/Instagram

Suspected phone thief struck by F train 

Compassionate Care for Four Generations
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s personal and religious preferences

Michael & Debbie Resnick 
to be honored by the UJA Federation

Sinai Chapels President Michael Resnick and his wife Debbie Resnick will be honored at the Shelter Rock Jewish Center 
Dessert Reception on behalf of UJA-Federation of New York. The reception will be held on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, or to register, please contact Adam Wolfthal 
at 516.762.5857 or wolfthala@ujafedny.org.

Sinai Chapels
162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | 718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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GET MORE FOR LESS THIS 
SUMMER AT WINDSOR PARK

Registration Dates:  May 3rd (6:00pm - 9:00pm) May 5th (1:30pm - 4:30pm)   
 May 7th (9:00am - 12:00pm)

Join the Windsor Park Swim & Tennis Club

OPEN MEMORIAL DAY THRU LABOR DAY

*After May 7, 2016, rates increase.  Register in the Windsor Park Community Room, located at the side entrance 
of 212-04 75th Ave, Bayside, NY 11364.  Applications are available at THE WINDSOR PARK MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE, 213-05 75th Avenue, Suite 1-M, Bayside, NY 11364. For more information, please call (718) 776-8300.

•  Patio Grill / Snack Bar •  Kidz Time Activities •  Weekly Entertainment •  Kiddie Pool  
•  Olympic Size Pool   •  Children’s Sand Park •  Water Aerobics •  Platform Tennis 
•  Basketball Courts •  Shaded Sitting Areas •  Ping Pong •  Tennis  

NON RESIDENT SPECIAL RATES*
ADULT (18 years & over) $495
TEEN (14 to 17 years) $395
CHILDREN (3 to 13 years) $260
INFANTS (under 3 years) Free

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

From tap dancing to land-
scape painting, a wide variety 
of events devoted to artistic 
and historic topics will take 
place at the Evergreens Cem-
etery in Glendale this spring.

First created in 1849 as a 
“rural cemetery,” the Ever-
greens Cemetery was con-
ceived as both a place for 
burial and a public center— 
“a museum, arboretum, bird 
sanctuary, park, historical 
archive and landmark,” ac-
cording to cemetery histori-
ans Blanche Linden-Ward and 
David C. Sloane.

Danny Daddario, the cem-
etery’s current historian, sees 
the resurgence of cultural 
events at the cemetery as a tes-
tament to its history.

“When my mother was 
a little girl in the 1930s, she 
would see people here rehears-
ing plays, musicians playing 
banjos, people just strolling 
along.” Daddario said.

“I want to bring this place 

back to its original glory, to re-
inspire life here,” he added.

On April 16 the Amateur 
Astronomers Association 
will hold a stargazing session 
at the cemetery. The event is 
free and open to the public. 
On May 22, the American Tap 
Dance Foundation will give a 
special performance in honor 
of Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, 
a world-renowned tap dancer 
and actor who is buried at the 
cemetery.

“The only challenge is that 

people think we’re tap-danc-
ing on people’s graves,” said 
Tony Waag, artistic executive 
director of the American Tap 
Dance Foundation. “And we’re 
not. We’re dancing on a lawn, 
people will be bringing their 
picnic lunches.”

“It’s outdoors, which is tre-
mendous fun. Who knows, this 
might end up being an annual 
event,” he added.

Painter Joseph Perez, a 
teacher at the Rockaway Art 
Alliance, will be leading art 

classes April 16, May 21 and 
June 18.

“Utilizing the beautiful 
space was intriguing,” he said. 
“Everything is just nice about 
an old cemetery. I’m just using 
the cemetery for things other 
than what you’d normally use 
it for.”

Spaces for the classes are 
limited and cost $25 per class.  

Anne Zuerner, a 29-year-old 
choreographer, will stage a se-
ries of dances inside the cem-
etery, also beginning April 16.

“This is a location preg-
nant with meaning,” Zuerner 
told the TimesLedger in Sep-
tember.

“The place is so full of in-
formation and so visually 
stunning that there are many 
ways to use the space as a 
frame and I realized I had to 
use it for something.”

More information for all 
of the events can be found at 
http://www.theevergreen-
scemetery.com/

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

Cemeteries like Evergreen are planning more public events that go beyond their role as final resting places.  Courtesy of Evergreen Cemetary

Evergreen Cemetery becomes cultural center
Astronomers, artists and tap dancers schedule spring events at Glendale graveyard
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WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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Suozzi said, referring to fed-
eral tax revenue generated 
by northeastern Queens. “We 
give more than we get back.”

In addition to a four-year 
stint as Nassau’s county exec-
utive from 2005-2009, Suozzi 
also ran unsuccessfully for 
governor in 2009 in the Dem-
ocratic primary against Eliot 
Spitzer.

Israel announced he 
would not seek re-election 
to Congress in January, and 
Suozzi announced his in-

tent to seek the seat in early 
March. His Democratic op-
ponents include North Hemp-
stead Town Councilwoman 
Anna Kaplan, former North 
Hempstead Town Supervisor 
Jon Kaiman, Suffolk County 
Legislator Steve Stern and 
Jonathan Clarke. 

The primary election is 
scheduled for June 28.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

for Meer’s removal from the 
board.

At the meeting, some com-
munity board members thought 
that they should draft a letter to 
the borough president’s office 
expressing their displeasure 
about the decision.

Board members are re-
newed to their respective 
community boards every 
two years, according to Sha-
ron Lee, a spokeswoman for 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz.

“Appointments and reap-
pointments are made at the 
discretion of the borough 
president, pursuant with the 
city charter, half of which are 

in consultation with the City 
Council members,” she said. 

Council members can of-
fer guidance about board ap-
pointments, depending on how 
many people in the board live 
in that council member’s dis-
trict. 

Meer, a retired attorney 
who was interested in educa-
tion issues during his stint on 
the board, said he had not yet 
received official notification 
from the borough president’s 
office about the decision. He 
said Haider called him to alert 
him to the news.

“When this happens, you do 
wonder what’s on their minds, 
and I really don’t know,” he 
said in a telephone interview. 
“I’m an active member, but I’m 
not particularly controver-
sial.”

The meeting also included 
a presentation by Christina 
Farrell, a deputy commission-
er at the city’s Office of Emer-
gency Management, to detail 
the rules and procedures the 
city follows during emergency 
situations. 

A representative from state 
Sen. Tony Avella’s (D-Bayside) 
office also announced the 
New York State Department 
of State would hold a hear-
ing about whether or not the 
state should re-adopt “Cease 
and Desist” zoning laws that 
would make it illegal for real 
estate brokers to solicit indi-
viduals about their property. 
The meeting will be held at 
Bayside High School April 28 
at 6 p.m.

there will be two additional 
trains during the evening 
rush hour.

A question-and-answer 
session followed with com-
plaints about the condition of 
the elevated section from 61st 
Street to 108th Street “where 
paint is peeling and the dust 
affects people’s lives.” Ha-
kim said a contract would 
be awarded next year for re-
pairs.  

Several riders from Flush-
ing and Jackson Heights com-
plained of booth attendants 
lacking foreign language 
skills. A senior said there 
was a lack of benches to sit 
on after climbing 40 steps at 
82nd Street.  

Orlando suggested that 
service notices should be post-
ed at ground level so seniors 
would not make the climb 
only to find there is no train. 
Brent O’Leary, the president 
of the Hunters Point Civic As-
sociation, said the meeting to 
address a larger issue that is 
facing his members.

“A few more cars are nice 
but it avoids the real prob-

lem of the population explo-
sion (in LIC),” he said. “It’s 
a band-aid on a hemorrhage. 
We need a structural fix to 
handle the new and coming 
ridership brought by the de-
velopment.”

Astoria attorney James 
Iñiguez echoed O’Leary 
when he complained that 
four of his firm’s employees 
are 7 train riders.

“I’m sick and tired of them 
being late all the time, they 
can’t get on the trains,” he 
said. “What are we going to 
do with all of the people that 
are coming with all of this 
new development?”

Access Queens’ Orlando, 
who also started the 1,700- 
member Facebook group 7 
Train Blues last year, said 
she was very pleased with 
the event.

“I appreciated there trans-
parency and their willing-
ness to listen to our frustra-
tions,” she said. “It was really 
a discussion that establishes 
a new tone for our relation-
ship going forward.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

tioned, that does not necessar-
ily mean it is a possible spot 
for a jail.

“Creating a culture of 
safety in our jails is our top 
priority—today, not a year 
from now,” Monica Klein, dep-
uty press secretary for the de 
Blasio administration, said. 
“While the city continues to 
examine whether Rikers Is-
land’s closure is feasible, our 
focus today remains on reform 

of the correctional system that 
will make our jails safer now 
and into the future—whether 
at Rikers or elsewhere.”

In February, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito (D-Manhattan) proposed a 
plan that would involve a com-
mission that would look into 
ways to reduce the popula-
tion at Rikers Island with the 
end goal of shutting down the 
complex. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has said it would be logisti-
cally difficult to close Rikers 
Island and he wants to focus 
on reforming the corrections 
system.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he has no fur-
ther details about the plan 
other than what has already 
been reported.

“I don’t know what sort 
of twisted logic the mayor’s 
implying to put these neigh-
borhood jails throughout the 
entire city in various neigh-
borhoods, but I would imagine 
that every single neighborhood 
is going to fight this tooth and 
nail,” Avella said. “The simple 
logistics of having up to 2,000 
detainees in each one of these 
locations plus the financial 
cost of building facilities and 

the transporting back and 
forth just makes this proposal 
absurd.”

He said he received a couple 
of emails from his constituents 
about the jail, but he expects 
the complaints to increase as 
the news begins to sink in.

“I’m sure the outcry against 
the proposal will increase ex-
ponentially as time goes on...
The rest of us consider this a 
joke but he may be serious,” he 
said. “This is the type of pro-
posal that makes people say 
‘one-term mayor.’”

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flushing) 

said given that College Point is 
landlocked and congested, the 
proposal is “ludricous.”

“It’s been growing by leaps 
and bounds over the last num-
ber of years and the (College 
Point) Corporate Park specifi-
cally has become a convenient 
dumping ground for new de-
velopment and relocation of 
Willets Point businesses,” Si-
manowitz said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Padavan recalled the many 
negotiations that led to the 
initial construction of the 
campus, and remembered a 
meeting in 1998 about a new 
facility for the three schools 
with Queens Borough Presi-
dent Claire Shulman and 
Mark Weprin, who was the 
area’s city councilman at the 
time. The facility itself opened 
six years later, though it took 
until 2016 to open the sports 
fields. “Certainly in the city of 
New York, there’s nothing like 
it,” Padavan said, “and prob-
ably the state.”

The ceremony also included 
remarks from state Assembly-
woman Alicia Hyndman (D-
Laurelton), City Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), and former New 
York Jets fullback Tony Rich-
ardson, who helped to present 
a check to the DOE and Public 
School Youth Football Pro-
grams for $200,000 on behalf of 
the Jets’ philanthropic founda-
tion. He said he had marveled 

at the size and grandeur of the 
grounds when he had entered 
that morning.

“Is this a hospital or a col-
lege?” he recalled saying to 
himself. “No, this is a high 
school, and you guys should be 
proud of that.”

After the official ribbon-
cutting ceremony, students, 
parents and audience mem-
bers were invited to see the 
new sports complex for them-
selves. By the time the crowds 
reached the fields, the storm 
had downgraded to a drizzle.

Excited students rushed 
the newly opened grounds as 
soon as the gates were opened. 
Students took off in sprints 
around the track and tossed 
footballs to each other. Even 
a fencing team from Queens 
High School of Teaching 
brought their equipment to the 
opening for several jousts.

Robert Alberti, the parent 
of a child who attends PS/IS 
208, recalled that the neigh-
boring Creedmoor Psychiatric 
Hospital still owned several 
small buildings that had stood 
on the grounds of the new field 
as late as 2007. After they were 

razed, the construction of the 
complex occurred in less than 
two years’ time.

“This is kind of unheard of 
in Queens,” he said.

Marie Slaughter, whose 
child Antoinette isin fifth 
grade at PS/IS 208, spoke en-
couragingly about how the 
new fields would strengthen 
the bonds between the schools 
sharing the campus.

“This will be an opportuni-
ty for physical empowerment,” 
she said. “All the schools on 
this campus will get to share.”

Cho arrived at the fields 
minutes after they first 
opened, and proudly surveyed 
the scene. He said that the best 
result to the long and pains-
taking process of opening the 
complex was to see students 
enjoying them for the very 
first time.

“In my mind, this is what I 
envisioned,” he said. “That vi-
sion has become a reality.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Richmond Hill man was arrested 
and charged Monday night with arson 
and a slew of other charges after he al-
legedly set an ex-girlfriend’s Toronto 
home on fire last weekend, according 
to the Toronto Police Service.

Ali Moshir, 43, was arrested at 6:30 
p.m. in Buffalo and charged with crim-
inal harassment, breaking and enter-
ing, uttering threats, unlawfully being 
in a dwelling and arson with disregard 
for human life, according to Detective 
Jason Bartlett.

At about 10:27 a.m. April 3, officers 
responded to a call about a fire in the 
Warden Avenue and Sheppard Avenue 
East area, according to the Toronto Po-
lice Service. 

Ali Moshir, 43, allegedly broke into 
the home, belonging to a woman whom 
he used to date nearly two decades ago, 
dousing the home with gas, setting it 
on fire and then fled, destroying the 
home, Bartlett said.

“They had a brief dating relation-
ship where they dated for a period of 
three months over 15 years ago,” he 

said. 
Moshir was also being sought on 

charges of criminal entering, breaking 
and entering and unlawfully being in 
a dwelling for breaking into her home 
and harassing her in January.

Before his arrest officials described 
him as violent and dangerous, urging 
people not to approach if they located 
him and call 911 immediately.

ALI MOSHIR

Queens man torched
 Toronto home: Cops STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/08/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/08/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Maurice A. Fitzgerald School in Sunnyside, the kids 
work out—and seem to be having fun doing it—in the Road 
to Greatness fitness program.   Courtesy of PS 199Q/Twitter

The NYPD's Lieutenants Benevolent and Captain's Endowment Associations present Jamaica Hospital Medical Center’s 
Trauma Division with a plaque for its work treating and saving the lives of city cops. (l-r) Charles Neacy, Dir. Of Security, 
JHMC; Dr. Shi Wen Lee; William Lynch, COO, JHMC; Bruce J. Flanz, president, JHMC; Louis Turco, president, LBA; Stephen 
Birbiglia, 1st VP, LBA; John Beattie, 2nd VP, LBA; Dr. Jeffrey Chan; Beverly Brown, RN; Angelo Canedo, VP of Rehabilitation 
JHMC. Courtesy of Jamaica Hospital

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown and Det. Steven 
McDonald, who was paralyzed by gunshot wounds in the line 
of duty 30 years ago, headline Far Rockaway’s annual “Say 
No To Violence Week” at the Frederick Douglass Academy VI 
High School. Courtesy of DA

Korean American Civic Empowerment, MinKwon Center for Community Action and Asian 
Americans for Equality are organizing a voter registration drive ahead of the April 19 
 presidential primary in New York. Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (l} and Comptroller Scott 
Stringer (c) joined the kick-off at City Hall.  Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic 

Borough President Melinda Katz (l) recognized the staff of the New York City Family Justice 
Center, including Executive Director Susan Jacob (c), Deputy Director Saluda Baida (second 
from r), and Director of Programs and Training Marissa Beckett (second from l). Cecile Noel, 
commissioner of the Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, is at right.  

Courtesy of Borough President 

Put up your dukes and take off your shirt for the FDNY boxing team vs. the best of the Irish police departments. This was 
the weigh-in outside O'Neil's Restaurant in Maspeth.  Photo by Michael Shain
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37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
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BY BILL PARRY

Lockwood, the Astoria-
based lifestyle store, will open 
its third location Sunday at 
the Queens Museum. 

Mackenzi Farquer, Lock-
wood’s owner, said museum 
officials approached her with 
the idea as they looked to re-
place their gift shop.

“I always say it’s like a 
bucket list item that wasn’t on 
my bucket list,” she said.

Farquer, a co-creator of the 
popular neighborhood blog 
“We Heart Astoria,” opened 
her first location at 32-15 33rd 
St. in Astoria in September 
2013. She opened a second bou-
tique in Jackson Heights at 77-
13 37th Ave. last August.

Both shops offer house-
wares, clothing and children’s 
items as well as T-shirts, mugs, 
trinkets and other objects that 
pay homage to the borough.

“The museum’s deputy 
director, David Strauss, ap-
proached me to carry out their 
vision,” Farquer said. “And 
they’re very Queens-centric.”

Lockwood Queens Museum 
will feature items from local 
artisans and designers, many 
with a World’s Fair and Uni-
sphere theme as well as Queens 
Museum branded goods. 

Farquer is also going to sell 
a specially designed Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park tote 
bag, a curated selection of New 
York City tourism enamel pins 

as well as gift shop-style T-
shirts, postcards and mugs.

The store’s debut coincides 

with the museum’s Queens In-
ternational, a biannual exhibit 
that will include a retrospec-

tive on The Ramones, the leg-
endary punk-rock band from 
Forest Hills. 

The exhibit, “Hey! Ho! Let’s 
Go: Ramones and the Birth of 
Punk” will be on view at the 
museum from April 10 through 
July 31.

It will track the band’s roots 
in Queens and show their in-
fluence on music, fashion, fine 
art, comics and film. 

“We will sell a selection of 
merchandise related to The 
Ramones and the New York 
City punk scene,” Farquer 
said.

Lockwood Queens Muse-
um will be open during mu-
seum hours, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday.

“We are excited to be part-
nering with Lockwood, a kin-
dred spirit when it comes to 
celebrating all that the bor-
ough of Queens embodies,” 
Strauss said. “This collabo-
ration allows as to introduce 
some of Queens’ most talented 
artisans to new communities, 
augment the visitor experi-
ence with a memorable retail 
destination, and help one of 
Queens’ favorite small busi-
nesses expand their reach.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Center for the Women of New York 
— The organization celebrates its 29th 
anniversary with this luncheon honoring 
a dozen individuals whose work 
promotes the achievements of women. 
The program includes a networking 
reception, awards ceremony, silent 
auctions and raffl es and entertainment. 
When: Saturday, April 16, at noon
Where: Douglaston Manor, 63-20 
Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $125
Contact: (718) 793-0672
Website: www.cwny.org

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.

When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 

Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

Flushing House 100th Anniversary 
— Celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the Older Adult Ministry, which 
created Flushing House in April 1916. 
Cocktail reception begins at 6 p.m., 
and the evening includes dinner, 
entertainment and an auction. The 
event is black tie optional.
When: Thursday, April 21, at 6 pm
Where: The Garden City Hotel, 45 7th 
St., Garden City
Cost: $150/per person
Contact: (347) 532-3025 
Website: www.

Heart & Stroke Ball —  The Long 
Island Chapter of the American 
Heart Association holds its 53rd 
annual event, which will include 
the presentation of the Corporate 
Leadership Award to Monte N. Redman, 
president and CEO of Astoria Bank. 
When: Thursday, May 5, at 6 pm
Where: Oheka Castle, 135 W. Gate Drive, 
Huntington
Cost: $500/per person
Contact: (516) 962-0802
Website: nassaucountyheartball.heart.
org

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Queens Museum adds new retailer
Lockwood to open its third outlet inside Flushing Meadows Corona Park art institution

Lockwood is opening its third location in the borough Sunday taking over the gift shop space at the Queens 
Museum. Photo courtesy Queens Museum

SEND BUSINESS NEWS TO 
KZIMMERMAN@CNGLOCAL.COM
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander
Maria Blacque 

Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine 
Feeney

Erica Ford
Anne Forde

Sonia Goode-
LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo

Pastor 
Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & 

Josephine Wendell

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 12th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Borough President Melinda Katz

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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with 13 percent commuting to points 
beyond the city.

The report also included sugges-
tions about how to alleviate burden-
some travel times for city commuters, 
including alterations to how the Long 
Island Railroad operates.

“While the MTA operates over 20 
LIRR stations in the five boroughs, few 
New Yorkers use the service because 
of its high fares and its poor integra-
tion with the subway Metrocard,” the 
report stated. “Reducing fares and 
integrating payment and transfers 
within the city could dramatically re-
duce commutes in transit deserts like 
northeast and southeast Queens.”

source—fuel cells—which was first 
proposed in a bill by Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria).

“This is an historic budget that puts 
funding right where it needs to be—
helping working families who struggle 
to achieve brighter futures and good 
education for their children,” Simo-
tas said. “This budget uses tax dollars 
wisely, compassionately, and compre-
hensively by increasing the minimum 
wage, providing paid family leave and 
investing more in education.”

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Long Island City) first introduced a 
bill on paid family leave in 1997. Since 
then the Assembly has passed various 
versions of this legislation eight times.

“Families are the foundation of our 
society,” Nolan said. “After having 
sponsored and passed similar versions 
of this legislation for over 15 years in 
the Assembly, I am thrilled that we 

were able to make it a reality.”
The final budget also includes $1 

billion in tax relief for households 
and individual filers earning between 
$26,000 to $300,000 that will make New 
York more affordable for the middle 
class.

“Middle-class people, working fam-
ily people are angry and it’s not a feel-
ing, it’s the facts,” Cuomo said. “They 
should be angry because the truth is 
in this economy, they have been going 
backwards for decades and this new 
economy is not a fair economy for the 
working families and the middle class 
of this country.”

Cuomo praised Democrats and Re-
publicans, the Assembly and Senate, 
labor and management for a new plan 
for the state of New York that is revo-
lutionary.

“Mario Cuomo is looking down on 
us today and he is smiling today be-
cause he is proud of the example this 
state has set, for the people of this state 
and the people of this nation,” he said. 

Continued from Page 5 

State budget

Continued from Page 5 

Long commutesHonor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 6, 2016!
Deadline April 29, 2016
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Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)
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Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________
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Signature_____________________________ Date________________
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Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 12th, 2016
6pm–10pm

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY DENNIS LYNCH

She’s coming for Queens.
No holds-barred comedian Kathy 

Griffin will bring her unadulterated 
act to the Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts April 9 — and the borough will 

definitely be a target. 
The self-proclaimed “good and bit-

ter 55-year-old” is known for skewering 
celebrities and vacuous pop culture in 
her Grammy-winning stand-up albums 
and on her Emmy-winning series “My 
Life on the D-list.” Griffin’s last tour 

sold out Carnegie Hall in November, 
but she promised an entirely new act 
for her Queens show.

“I have to come back because I have 
even more brand new material,” she 
said. “It doesn’t matter if you saw me 
in November a year ago or five years 
ago, I’m always hanging up my materi-
al and I cannot keep up with the crazy 
things happening in the world — it’s a 
great time to be in comedy.”

During a rapid-fire conversation, 
this reporter attracted Griffin’s with-

ering wit several times. Her threats 
to hang up seemed most real when 
she extracted a confession that her in-
terviewer prefers organized athletics 
to the Lifetime network. Griffin, who 
believes that no human should ever 
waste time on professional sports, was 
not amused.

“I’ll hang up on you right now, Den-
nis,” she threatened.

Enticed to stay on the line, Griffin 
shared a few details about her upcoming 

Comic Kathy Griffin promises an “unfor-
gettable, unforgivable night of laugh-
ter” at the Kupferberg Center for the Arts 
at Queens College Saturday night. 

Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

Continued on Page 40

LOOK OUT QUEENS
KATHY GRIFFIN brings her unique style 
of comedy to Kupferberg Center for the Arts
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PRODUCTIONS

“Cosi fan tutte” —  Queens College drama 
and music students present an updated 
version of Mozart’s opera set at Coney Island 
during the 1920s.
When: Through April 10
Where: Goldstein Theatre at Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors, $10/Queens 
College students, faculty and staff
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“Disney’s The Little Mermaid” —  Take a 
dip under the sea with the Andrean Players 
as they present the musical adaptation 
of the hit Disney animated fi lm about a 
mermaid who just wants to be part of our 
world. 
When: May 13 - May 22
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 158th St., 
Flushing
Contact: theandreanplayers@gmail.com
Website: www.andreanplayers

“Julius Caesar” —  Titan Theatre Co. ends 
its season with Shakespeare’s drama about 
politics, power and ambition. 
When: Through April 10
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 

Ave., South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“The Dining Room” —   A. R. Gurney’s 
comedy of manners takes the stage at 
the Douglas Community Theatre. The play 
revolves various families who, at different 
times, own the same dining room furniture 
set. 
When: May 6 - May 21
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street and Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students 
with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“The Sunshine Boys” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
about a old-time vaudevillian comic duo 
attempting to make a comeback gets a new 
staging by the Rockaway Theatre Co. 
When: Through April 10
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Continued on Page 39

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY ALLISON PLITT

In the world of art, Wood-
side resident Karen Fitzgerald 
is something of an anomaly. 
Most painters prefer to work 
on rectangular canvases, but 
Fitzgerald feels more comfort-
able working with the tondo, 
an Italian Renaissance term 
for “round panel.”

And while, like many art-
ists, she swathes her canvases 
in paints, Fitzgerald also adds 
a touch of gilding, in materials 
such as silver leaf, to her piec-
es. Because of their distinct 
shape and materials, her “oeu-
vres,” as she calls them, tend 
to stand out in a room of other 
artworks.

Born and raised on a dairy 
farm in Wisconsin, Fitzgerald 
grew up with an appreciation 
for rural life. “This connection 
with the natural world comes 
from my years of growing up 
surrounded by and exploring 
woods, fields, creeks, trails, 
gravel roads, gardens, our big 
barn, riding my pony and wit-

nessing amazing things,” she 
recalls.

Fitzgerald has been in-
terested in art since she was 
a child. When she was just 6 
years old, she painted a still 
life of fruits and vegetables 
in a basket. And even though 
she lived in a remote area of 
Wisconsin, her high school 
teachers there helped her ex-
pand her horizons, laying the 
ground for her current career 
as an artist.

“In high school I had a hand-
ful of really terrific teachers, 
who enabled me to consider 
going to college to study art,” 
she remembers. “I was given 
a small studio space in the art 
room and several times a week 
I would go there to work.”

After receiving her BFA 
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee, she headed to 
New York at the age of 25, go-
ing on to receive an MFA from 
Hunter College and a master’s 
degree in education from the 

Woodside artist Karen Fitzgerald creates oil paintings on gold panels.  Photo courtesy Katherine Bourbeau

Artist displays her golden touch

Continued on Page 39

Woodside’s Karen Fitzgerald paints in Italian Renaissance style atop 18-karat leaf panels

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through April 30, 2016

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP
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EVENTS

Bird Walk with New York 
City Audubon — Register 
for one or all of fi ve walks 
through Queens Botanical 
Garden led by NYC Audubon, 
which will help point out and 
identify the birds. 
When: Saturday, April 9, at 
9 am
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Included in price of 
garden admission. $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students with 
ID and children 3 and over
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Birding: Spring Migration 
— Join the Urban Rangers as 
they lead the group to the 
best spots to view wildlife 
throughout the city. 
When: Saturday, April 9, at 
9 am
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Alley Pond 

Park, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Hike the Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway  — Join the Urban 
Rangers as they lead the 
group on a moderate hike of 
America’s fi rst all-elevated 
roadway built specifi cally 
for cars. 
When: Sunday, April 10, at 
11 am
Where: 73rd Avenue and 
Hollis Hills Terrace, 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

Sidney Poitier 
Retrospective — The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
opens an eight-day program 
focused on Hollywood’s fi rst 
African-American leading 
man. Titles include “In the 

Heat of the Night,” “A Raisin 
in the Sun” and “Uptown 
Saturday Night.” 
When: April 9 - April 17
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15/adults, $11/seniors 
and students with valid ID, 
$7/children ages 3 -17
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.
us

And the Beat Goes On: 
Music Making on Film 
— In conjunction with 
its exhibition about the 
Ramones, the Queens 
Museum has planned a 
nine-week fi lm series 
exploring the evolution 
of musical performers on 
celluloid. This week’s fi lm is 
“A Late Quartet,” starring 
Christopher Walken, Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, Catherine 
Keener and Mark Ivanir as 
a world-renowned string 
quartet on the verge of 
breaking up. 
When: April 13, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 
suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MUSIC

The Crooked Road on 
Tour — Take a trip to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains for a 
celebration of SW Virginia’s 
bluegrass, banjo and fi ddle 
music. Attend a fl atfooting, 
a percussive style of 
dancing from Appalachia 
accompanied by the fi ddle, 
at 7 pm
When: Saturday, April 9, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing

Cost: $16/adults, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Sinatra Century— 
Performers Billy Stritch and 
Jim Caruso celebrate the 
music of Frank Sinatra with a 
concert of classics from Ol’ 
Blue Eyes.  
When: Sunday, April 10, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Music Reginae Productions 
15th Anniversary 
Celebration— To mark Music 
Reginae’s 15th year, String 
octet featuring Momenta 
and The Daedalus String 
Quartet come together to 
perform two rarely heard 
works, “Enescu Octet” and 
“Mendelssohn Octet.”
When: Saturday, April 16, at 
7:30 pm
Where: The Church in the 
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $22/adults, $17/
students, Free/children 
under 12

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Continued on Page 41

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

The Big Apple
Across
1. Remain unsettled
5. 20% of MCCLV
9. Atkins diet no-nos
14. Pack away
15. Muddy up
16. Ready for anything
17. "No problem"
18. "The ___ Love" 
(Al Jolson tune)
19. Craze
20. Busy area of 
Manhattan
23. It precedes "the 
land of the free"
24. Hindu Mr.
25. Scuttlebutt
27. GI's cureall pill
30. Stains
32. Marchers' beliefs
36. Vaughan of jazz
38. 15-ball cluster
40. Numero uno
41. Big Apple tourist 
attraction
44. NASA subj.
45. Calculus 
calculation
46. The Little Mermaid
47. Batik artist's skill
49. E.P.A. concern
51. Doctor's charge
52. Glow
54. Something often 
twisted apart
56. "60 Minutes" airer
59. Big Apple 
landmark
64. Monopoly 
purchase

66. Like a good loser?
67. Civil War's Robt. 
___
68. Battery terminal
69. It helps you get 
a leg up
70. Great review
71. Pop choice
72. Fringe
73. PGA part

Down
1. Attention-getter
2. Case for tweezers 
and such
3. Standard
4. Hardly Mr. Cool
5. Singing Bing
6. Vanquisher
7. In ___ of 
(replacing)

8. Trojan War epic
9. Cell phone feature
10. Miss. neighbor
11. Attorney General 
Janet
12. French cheese
13. Christmas tree 
topper
21. Hindu holy man
22. Talk show host 
Lake
26. Potato, e.g
27. Syrian president
28. Easy mark
29. Orange container
31. Hotel amenities
33. Printing flourish
34. First name in 
perfume
35. Newspaper 
section

37. Skylit lobbies
39. A loud and 
persistent noise
42. Tidal bore
43. Bread boiled 
and baked
48. Cores
50. Creamsicle color
53. Cavern, in poetry
55. Met offering
56. Crack from 
dryness
57. Shade of white
58. VCR button
60. Impact sound
61. "Poor me!"
62. Tach units
63. Sharp
65. Asner and 
Begley

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL CAPP'S WORLD
S A A B A B O D E S I D E
A L D O L U R E R A N N E
F E A R L E S S F O S D I C K
E X P A T R I O T C A T
C I T R T E N A T I O N
O S S E R A D A R A D O

R U S D I S A S T E R
D A I S Y M A E A B N E R

T I G E R R A G L S U
O R R O U T E R B A S S
M E E T U P O C T C P A

E A T S E C R E T A R Y
S A D I E H A W K I N S D A Y
I D O L I D E E S P I N E
T A N S T E S T S S A G S



39  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, APR. 8–14, 2016TL

P L AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.
MUST BE 18  YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 

PLAY RESPONSIBLY.  24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE:  1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369) .

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. 
 Queens, NY 11420 
1-888-888-8801
 rwnewyork.com

See Genting Rewards for details.

EARN & GET 

ELECTRONIC

Now - April 30, 2016

INCLUDES CITIZEN WATCHES
& $10,000 IN CASH VOUCHERS 

“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” — The 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center presents the recent 
Broadway musical about 
a group of sixth graders 
competing to be crowned top 
speller. 
When: May 5 - May 28
Where: APAC, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“The Wind in the Willows” 
— Kenneth Grahame’s classic 
children’s story adapted 
into a stage play by A. A. 
Milne, with music by H. 
Fraser Simson, follows the 
adventures of Mole, Rat, 
Badger and Toad of Toad Hall.
When: April 16 - April 24
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 

Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

AUDITIONS

“Harvey” — First String Players 
announces auditions for its 

production of Mary Chase’s 
classic comedy “Harvey.”
When: April 24, from 1 pm - 3 
pm, and April 27, from 7 pm 
- 9 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish Hall, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Contact: fi rststringplayers@
gmail.com

Continued from Page 36 

Theater

LAST CALL
Titan Theatre Co.’s production of “Julius Caesar” wraps 
up its run this weekend at the Queens Theatre. See 
listing under Productions for details.  

Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

Teachers College at Co-
lumbia University.

Over the years, the 
materials and tech-
niques she employs have 
varied. “Two-dimension-
al work resonates most 
strongly with me,” she 
says. “I work primarily 
in oil paint. Since 2006, 
I also use a great deal 
of gilding—most of my 
panels and works on pa-
per are created by gild-
ing the ground with a 
precious metal such as 
23-karat gold, copper or 
palladium.”   

At Fitzgerald’s studio 
in Long Island City, she 
has a full-size etching 
press where she can cre-
ate prints, an activity 
that she says “acts like 
a drawing or discovery 
process for me.” She 
also teaches basic gild-
ing, printmaking and 
framing workshops at 
the studio, as well as 
working with students 
individually. Teaching 
is a natural talent for 
Fitzgerald, who also 
works as a teaching 
artist at a local public 
school in Queens.

When asked about her 
inspirations, she, unsur-
prisingly, discusses the 
natural world. Conse-
quently, she creates wa-

tercolors of landscapes 
done directly on site.

Fitzgerald also stud-
ied and wrote a lot of 
poetry in high school, 
winning a prize for some 
of her work. The artists 
who she says have had 
the most influence on 
her own artwork are po-
ets such as Mary Ruefle, 
Mary Oliver, Maxine 
Kumin, W.S. Merwin, 
and Gerard Manley Hop-
kins.

“As I matured, my 
work became more po-
etic, utilizing aspects of 
the abstract language 
system as well as the 
visual language of rep-
resentation,” Fitzger-
ald explains. “I found I 

needed both languages 
to express what I wanted 
to communicate.” 

Running her own art 
studio and creating her 
own artwork has given 
Fitzgerald an enhanced 
sense of independence, 
which she concedes is 
her favorite part of her 
job. “I value my inde-
pendence,” she says. “It’s 
very important to have 
a strong sense of that, to 
be grounded within it, as 
you develop and pursue 
your ‘voice.’”

For more information 
about Karen Fitzgerald, 
her artwork, workshops 
and upcoming exhibits, 
please visit her website 
www.fitzgeraldart.com.

Continued from Page 37 

Gold

Artist Karen Fitzgerald’s “The Cloud Hugs Sheila’s Dahlia,” 
is an oil painting on an 18-karat gold panel.  

Photo courtesy Karen Fitzgerald
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show, promising a bevy 
of personal stories about 
her run-ins with Repub-
lican frontrunner Donald 
Trump, the best friend of 
drug kingpins Sean Penn 
and recent Oscar-winner 
Leonardo DiCaprio.

The subjects may 
be well known, but her 
material is unique, she 
said.

“I’m not just making 
fun of [Donald Trump’s] 
orange face and crazy 
hair — I’ve had one-of-a-
kind run-ins with him,” 
she said. “This is stuff 
you can’t get from any-
one else.”

Everything Grif-
fin does is “grist for the 
mill” she said, so any-
thing that happens to 
her on the road could end 
up in the act on Saturday 
night. 

“Everyone gives me 
new material, including 
my 95-year-old alcoholic 
mother I caught watch-
ing the Fox channel last 
week. What am I gonna 
do with her?,” Griffin 

asked. “I tell you right 
now: I’m going to commit 
voter fraud. I just might 
have to get her drunk 
on Nov. 8 and go into the 
voting booth and dangle 
her chad for Hillary and 
just tell her she voted for 
Trump. Get ready for a 
Kathy Griffin mugshot.”
Politically, Griffin de-
scribes herself as a typi-
cal Clinton fan, but she 
also sees the appeal of 

Bernie Sanders. What 
does bother her, she said, 
is the Democrats are now 
acting like Republicans 
when it comes to vilify-
ing their opponents. 

“My Bernie fan friends 
are mad at me, because 
I’m not mad at them. I’m 
a 55-year-old woman: it’s 
harder and different, and 
when she was first lady 
and wrote a heath care 
bill, as a younger woman 

I had never seen a first 
lady like that,” Griffin 
said. “She was doing 
more than ‘Just say no to 
drugs,’ and then she be-
came a U.S. senator and 
then secretary of state. 
And I love that the Bern-
er is moving her more to 
the left. I also don’t want 
any fighting, because the 
possibility of President 
The Donald is terrify-
ing!”

When I wondered 
about Griffin’s feelings 
about the very judgy 
treatment she got from 
a rather prudish Bette 
Midler during one of her 
TV shows, set in Vegas, 
she shrugged. 

“That’s just because 
the legends are moody. 
They’re up! They’re 
down! They do it all! I 
just learned there’s a 
category of my friends –– 
Cher, Liza, Bette, Fonda 
–– the legends,” Griffin 
said. They get a legend 
pass, so when I’m lucky 
enough to be in their 
presence, that’s just the 
deal!” 

I also asked her about 
her short-lived replace-
ment of the late Joan 
Rivers on TV’s “Fashion 
Police.”  

“It just wasn’t the right 
show for me. They asked 
me to do it, told me I could 
do what I wanted with it. 
That didn’t happen,” she 
said. “Look, I was so close 
to Joan, and she danced 
that show in a way that 
was so perfect for her 
that I feel it came back too 
soon. I expressed that over 
and over, and I don’t even 
know what’s going on with 

the show now.”
She will perform in 

Brooklyn the night after 
her Queens show, so she 
may play up the borough 
rivalry for the crowd at 
the Brooklyn Center. Ei-
ther way, she promises to 
“let the fur fly.”

Even though she hits 
the Colden Auditorium 
stage at 8 p.m., some 
might believe that is still 
too early for the kind 
of inappropriate things 
Griffin tends to say. 

“But you know what,” 
Griffin said, “I’m going 
to do it anyways.”

Reporter David Noh 
contributed to this report. 

Continued from Page 35 
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Director Steven Spielberg (l) speaks  with Kathy Griffin at the 68th Directors Guild of 
America Awards in Los Angeles Feb. 6.  Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP

IF YOU GO
Kathy Griffi n

When: Saturday, April 
9, at 8 pm
Where: Colden 
Auditorium at the 
Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $39-$74
Contact: (718) 793-
8080
Website: 
kupferbergcenter.org

BY MERLE EXIT

While many Ameri-
can students spend their 
days dreaming of sum-
mer vacation and not 
going to school, plenty of 
young people around the 
world, particularly girls, 
struggle to receive an 
education. 

Late last month, the 
Briarwood Action Net-
work sponsored a screen-
ing of “Girl Rising,” a 
documentary depicting 
young women who had to 
overcome challenges to 
go to school, in honor of 
Women’s History Month. 

In the film, nine of 
these girls’ stories — each 
one written by a well-
known woman author 
from her country — are 
narrated by Hollywood 
A-listers, including Meryl 
Streep, Anne Hathaway 
and Liam Neeson. 

“Girl Rising” was re-
leased in 2013 and docu-
ments the sad state of ed-
ucational opportunities 
for young women around 
the globe. According to 

the film, there are 33 mil-
lion fewer girls than boys 
in primary school. 

One of those girls is 
Wadley, from Haiti, who 
in the aftermath of her 
country’s devastating 

earthquake in 2010, is de-
termined to attend class-
es despite the fact that 
her family cannot afford 
to pay the tuition. 

During the film, 
Wadley expresses her 

wish that some of the 
essays she was required 
to memorize and recite 
in front of the class had 
been written by women. 

It is a scene that reso-
nated with social studies 

teacher Melissa Aguirre, 
who works at JHS 217 in 
Briarwood.

“At our school we 
have novels where the 
protagonists are strong 
women who are not only 
leading their families, 
but seeking education 
rights,” Aguirre said. 

Other stories told in-
clude Senna’s, a Peruvian 
girl who writes poetry in 
tribute to her father, who 
made her attend school. 
In Nepal, Suma was able 
to free herself from a life 
of forced labor by learn-
ing to read and write. 

Amina, from Afghani-
stan, does not show her 
face for fear of her own 
safety.  When she was 11, 
Amina’s father sold her to 
a relative to be married.  
He used the money to pur-
chase a car for his son.  
Despite pregnancy at the 
age of 12, Amina wants to 
learn and stops at nothing 
to get her education. 

Mala Panday, is the 
principal of the Young 
Women’s Leadership 
School of Queens, part 

of a network of all-girls 
public secondary schools 
that aims to empower 
girls to fulfill their 
learning and leadership 
potential. 

“We are in the process 
of showing this movie to 
these young women at 
our school,” Panday said. 
“These themes, clips and 
movies are not a shock.  
We have heard speakers 
from all over the world 
talk about genital female 
mutilation and the effect 
it has on women across 
the world as well as the 
government’s control 
over our bodies.” 

Panday stressed the 
importance of girls hav-
ing a mentor. 

Both Aguirre and 
Panday commented that 
because a number of pub-
lic schools have children 
of immigrants, educators 
are finding that there is 
a lack of communication 
at home as these children 
need to understand the 
language of their parents 
in order to teach English 
to them. 

‘Girl Rising’ depicts struggles to get educated

Ruksana, 10, of Kolkata, India is also part of the documentary “Girl Rising.” 
Photo courtesy Dyu D’Cunha
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Contact: (718) 894-2178
Website: www.musicreginae.
org

Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra — The orchestra 
will perform music from the 
Romantic period, including 
Schubert’s “Unfi nished 
Symphony” and Brahms’ 
“Variations on a Theme by 
Haydn.”
When: Sunday, April 17, at 7 pm
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free-will offering
Contact: (718) 359-5996

DANCE

Take Root— The 
monthly series provides 
choreographers the chance 
to present a paired evening 
of work. In April, Janet 
Aisawa and Kyle Marshall 
Choreography perform. 
When: Friday, April 15 and 
Saturday, April 16, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — Green 
Space’s monthly program 
highlights emerging and 
established artists. In April, 
the show includes Beth 
Graczyk, Bryce Dance Co., 
Grain and Salt, Julia Meyer, 
Leah Smit and SM-Dance 
Arts.  
When: Sunday, April 17, at 
7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $14

Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Second Sundays for 
Families — Queens Museum 
offers a variety of art 
workshops including make 
your own album cover, re-
imagine the New York State 
Pavilion ideas competition 
and a folklore dance 
demonstration.  
When: Sunday, April 10, from 
1:30 - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $8/adults suggested, 
$4/seniors suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Storytime and Craft 
— Head to the Queens 
Botanical Garden for an 
afternoon of nature stories 
followed by a craft activity.  
When: Sunday, April 10, at 
2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Included in price of 
garden admission. $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students with 
ID and children 3 and over
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Marc Asnin’s “Uncle 
Charlie”— A show of 80 
photographs from renowned 
documentary photographer 
that explores his family and 
growing up in 1960s Brooklyn. 
When: Through April 10
Where: Queensborough 

Community College Art Gallery, 
222-05 56th Ave. Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 631-6396
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

“April Flowers”— This 
celebration of spring includes 
fl oral-themed paintings and 
sculptures by 22 artists. 
When: Through April 29, 
Opening reception, April 9, 
from 2 - 4 pm
Where: Queens College Art 
Center, Rosenthal Library, Sixth 
Floor, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-3771
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Art in the Garden: 
Portraits of Tall Friends 
— Frank Buddingh’ and 
Carol Reid’s exhibition of 
sculptures and photographs 
celebrate the abstract 
beauty of trees. 
When: Through May 1
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

“Essence of Queens” 
Photography by Carlos 
Esguerra— Queens-based 
photographer Esguerra’s 
work grew out of an article 
he saw last year titled, 
“Why Queens is the NYC 
Borough You Can No Longer 
Ignore.”
When: Through May 8
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $2/suggested 
donations
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

Continued from Page 38 
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CALL HIM MR. TIBBS
Sidney Poitier (l) and Rod Steiger appear in a scene from “In the Heat of the Night,” 
which is part of a retrospective of Poitier’s films at the Museum of the Moving Image. 
See listings under Film for details. Photo courtesy United Artists

GALA 
2016

April 18, 2016 at 6pm 

For tickets and more information:

Visit www.queenstheatre.org
Call our Box Office:  
718.760.0064

A Benefit for  
Queens Theatre honoring  
Kevin Cummings 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Investors Bank

Frances A.  
Resheske
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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Sports

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Just minutes prior to tipoff 
at the Mayor’s Cup all-star 
game, Benjamin Cardozo’s 
Tareq Coburn sat in street 
clothes on his team’s bench, 
watching the rest of the par-
ticipants warm up.

He was scheduled to play 
in the game, which pits some 
of the PSAL’s top boys’ bas-
ketball players against each 
other, but a misunderstand-
ing left him without a pair of 
basketball shoes to wear.

However, Coburn ended 
getting on the court and 
going to work, scoring 12 
points as he and his Bronx 
and Queens teammates took 
down a group of Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and Staten Island 

all-stars, 105-89, Sunday at 
Baruch College.

“They were getting really 
angry, because people were 
saying how this is important 
for me to play and show up… 
so I just had to just throw 
away my Jordans for this 
game,” Coburn said.

Aside from his scoring 
efforts, Coburn added a few 
highlight plays as well. He 
had a windmill dunk that 
sent the crowd into a frenzy 
as the game began to turn 
into more of a highlight con-
test as the second half went 
on.

“I enjoyed it for the most 
part,” Coburn said. “It’s kind 
of fun playing people you 
know from different teams.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The playoffs weren’t as fa-
vorable to Queens’ boys’ bas-
ketball squads as might have 
been expected, after some 
tremendous regular seasons 
from its power programs. 

Archbishop Molloy returns 
to the ranks of the elite behind 
a talented mix of youth and 
experience. The Stanners won 
the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
regular-season title, reached 
the diocesan championship 
game and earned an intersec-
tional semifinals berth for the 
first time in 14 years. Christ 
the King’s quest for a fourth 
straight city championship 
was ended by Bishop Loughlin 
in the semifinals. 

The Royals weren’t the only 
team denied history. An upset 
loss to George Westhinghouse 
in the quarterfinals denied 
Benjamin Cardozo’s Rashond 
Salnave, Tareq Coburn and 
Amir Tutt the chance to be-
come the school’s first players 
to win two city titles in their 
careers. However, Judges 
coach Ron Naclerio did move 
past Chuck Granby (Campus 
Magnet/Andrew Jackson) 
for first place on the all-time 

PSAL wins list.
Here are the players who 

made our list as the borough’s 
best:  

All-Queens Player of the 

Year: Jose Alvarado, Christ 
the King 

Like his team, the junior 
point guard kept getting bet-
ter as the season went on. 
Alvarado improved his play, 
leadership and ability to make 
his teammates better, pushing 
Christ the King to six straight 
league wins to close the sea-
son, and gain a berth in the 
CHSAA Intersectional semifi-
nals. The highly sought-after 
recruit averaged 18.1 points 
and six assists per game.

All-Queens Coach of the 

Year: Mike McCleary, Arch-
bishop Molloy

Meshing young stars with 
established veterans is not al-
ways an easy task for a coach, 
but McCleary made it look easy 
at times. He kept star freshman 
Cole Anthony grounded, nur-
tured sophomore Khalid Moore 
and leaned on senior Isaac 
Grant. It resulted in the Stan-
ners’ best season in more than 
a decade. Molloy went 22-6 and 
reached the diocesan final and 
intersectional semifinals.

ALL-QUEENS FIRST TEAM

G Cole Anthony, Archbishop 
Molloy

The freshman lived up to 
the hype of being the son of an 
NBA player, and was a leader 
despite his age. His late hero-
ics orchestrated a number of 
tight Stanners wins. Anthony 
led Molloy with 16.9 points 
and 6.9 assists per game, while 
making his teammates better 
as well.
C Isaac Grant, Archbishop 
Molloy 

Grant’s nickname is 
“Breeze,” but he was more like 
“Beast” for his senior season. 
He was the rock for the Stan-
ners on both sides of the ball. 
Grant was a dependable scorer 
and a furious defender. The 
1,000-point scorer averaged 
16.2 points and 8.7 rebounds 
per game. 
G Jared Rivers, Christ the 
King

Rivers built off a strong ju-
nior season and was Christ the 
King’s second-leading scorer, 
to the tune of 14.4 points per 
game and he dropped in 20 or 
more six times. The Royals 
were a much tougher team to 
beat with the senior raining 

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 48

Archbishop Molloy's Mike McCleary is the All-Queens Coach of the Year. Photo by Gina Palermo

Cardozo's Tareq Coburn, who recently committed to St. Bonaventure, 
drives the ball strong to the hoop during the Mayor's Cup game 
Sunday. Photo by William Thomas

Boro’s top hoopsters
TimesLedger picks best of big season in boys’ basketball for Queens

Dozo’s Coburn helms 
win in Mayor’s Cup 
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down threes, opening up the 
lane for his teammates.
G Rashond Salnave, Benjamin 
Cardozo

The Monmouth-bound 
guard was one of the best over-
all players in the city, after an 
up-and-down junior year. He 
sacrificed some scoring for the 
betterment of his team. Sal-
nave averaged 17.2 points, 8.8 
rebounds and 5.8 assists per 
contest for a Dozo team that 
won a Queens title.
G Aaron Walker, Benjamin 
Cardozo

Walker was the definition 
of a clutch player for the Judg-
es. The Manhattan-bound 
guard won two games at the 
buzzer for Cardozo and was 
masterful en route to a second 
straight SNY Invitation title. 
Walker averaged 19 points, 
6.6 rebounds and 4.5 assists 
per contest and is a superb de-
fender. 

ALL-QUEENS SECOND 

TEAM

F Tareq Coburn, Benjamin 
Cardozo 

Coburn lived up to the 
early-season expectations and 

talk of improved play. The St. 
Bonaventure commit proved 
he could score inside and out, 
and his added strength made 
him a better rebounder. He 
averaged 20.1 points and 7.2 
rebounds per contest for the 
Judges.
F Tyrone Cohen, Christ the 
King 

The Holy Cross-bound se-
nior was the ultimate glue guy 
for the Royals. Cohen did a bit 
of everything—rebound, score 
inside, hit the three and defend 
the opponent’s best player. He 
averaged 10.8 points per game, 
filling his role better as the 
year went on. 
F Christopher Kelly, Queens 
HS of Teaching

Kelly had a breakout junior 
season that propelled Queens 
HS of Teaching to  a third-place 
finish and a spot in the PSAL 
“AA” quarterfinals. He aver-
aged 17.5 points, 7.0 rebounds 
and 4.7 assists per contest. 
Kelly was instrumental in an 
early win over Jefferson.
G Wesley Nelson, Construction

The smooth-shooting se-
nior was one of the borough’s 
best all-around scorers. Nel-
son averaged 13.4 points, 5.4 

rebounds and 4.3 assists a 
contest to help the Red Hawks 
to a second-place finish in the 
division and trip to the quar-
terfinals. 
G Chaz Platt, Holy Cross

The senior wing picked up 
right where he left off. Platt 
was Holy Cross’ unquestioned 
leader and it top scorer at 11.7 
points per game. His athleti-
cism and aggressive nature 
helped power the Knights to 
the CHSAA Intersectional 
quarterfinals. 

HONORABLE MENTION

F Hegel Augustin, Springfield 
Gardens
G Kyle Beeson, St. Francis 
Prep
G Daniel Desol-Lowry. Queens 
HS of Teaching
G Jamel Horton. Holy Cross 
G Errol James, John Adams
F Jamel Kearney, Campus 
Magnet 
G Stephan McLeish, John 
Bowne
F Khalid Moore, Archbishop 
Molloy
F Alonzo Ortiz-Traylor, 
 Monsignor McClancy 
G Marcus St. Furcy, 
 Construction 

Best in boys’ basketball JOSE ALVARADO
Christ the King

All-Queens Player 
of the Year

Photo by William Thomas

Photo by William Thomas

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Photo by William Thomas

Photo by William Thomas

Photo by Louise Wateridge

AARON WALKER
Benjamin Cardozo

RASHOND SALNAVE
Benjamin Cardozo

COLE ANTHONY
Archbishop Molloy

ISAAC GRANT
Archbishop Molloy

JARED RIVERS
Christ the King

Continued from Page 43
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Red Hawks are green. 
The Construction softball 

team showed both its youth 
and its promise in an 8-3 loss 
to league power Tottenville 
in a PSAL Class A crossover 
game March 30 at Smokey 
Oval. The Red Hawks, which 
start four freshmen or sopho-
mores, dug itself into a 7-0 hole 
through four innings after al-
lowing three unearned runs 
in the top of the first. 

“The youth, it is going to 
happen,” sad Red Hawks coach 
Marco Migliaccio. “There are 
going to be growing pains.”

Despite the rocky start, 
Construction never let the 
game truly get away from it, 
thanks to the pitching of fresh-
man Claudia Migliaccio, the 
coach’s daughter. She moved 
the ball around the zone, al-
lowed just five hits, walked 
four and struck out four. Her 
lone big mistake, throwing to 
freshman catcher Jesssica Gi-
ardello, was a change-up that 
Danielle McGuire drove in for 
a two-run homer in the second 
inning. 

“I compliment her,” said 
start junior shortstop Lizul 
Portugal. “She did her thing.” 

Construction, which col-
lected seven hits, missed a 
chance to put some pressure 
back on the Pirates in the bot-
tom of the third, when it left 
the bases loaded with one out 
and the middle of the order 
up. 

The Red Hawks would get 
on the board in the fifth after 

they made some adjustments 
at the plate. Melissa Dharam-
paul, who walked, scored on 
an error, and junior shortstop 
Lizul Portugal drove in a two-
run double to right field to pull 
her team to within a 7-3 mar-
gin. She feels it is imperative 
for her to produce until the 
team’s younger players grow 

more comfortable.
 “I feel like I have to lead by 

example,” Portugal said. “If 
I can do something and help 
out my team, I’m trying to be 
a team player.”     

Senior second baseman 
Courtney Semper returns along 
with classmate Caitlin Vernon 
at first and Sharon Amaya-Va-

lencia. Junior Emily Hodgson 
takes over in centerfield. 

The team itself, which lost 
in the quarterfinals last year, 
is trying to live up to the suc-
cess the program has had in 
recent years, winning a city ti-
tle in 2013. It will need to clean 
up its play in the field for that 
to happen. Marco Migliaccio 
said he has streamlined his 
practices in order to focus on 
fundamentals. 

“It’s a fine line between 
frustration and something 
else because you know [the tal-
ent] is there,” Migliaccio said. 
“It’s just a matter of it coming 
out. We have every aspect of a 
softball team we could need.”

Part of that means believ-
ing they can compete with the 
other top programs, and its 
game with Tottenville was a 
step toward that. The players 
know reaching that point will 
meaning remaining upbeat 
through out the growing pains. 
The team is a loose bunch and 
was still chanting for each oth-
er in the dugout late in game 
against Tottenville. 

“We all know we’ve got 
the potential to do something 
great,” Claudia Migliaccio 
said. “I guess we just have to 
try to go with that.”  

The pain hasn’t gone away 
and the St. Francis Prep girls’ 
softball team doesn’t want it to 
until they can turn it into joy. 

The Terriers team hasn’t 
let itself forget the 8-7 walk-off 
loss in extra innings to Arch-
bishop Molloy in Game 3 of 
the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
championship series last May 
that closed its season short 
of consecutive crowns. That 
defeat, along with a 5-1 loss 
in Game 2 ended five hours of 
softball that day.

“I still think about it,” SFP 
coach Ann Marie Rich said. 
“It’s painful. It could have 
went either way.”

There is a slight feeling of 
“what if,” since ailing Terriers 

ace Monica Zhivanaj had to 
pitch for the first time in four 
weeks at less than 100 percent. 
But St. Francis Prep won’t 
dwell on that.

Senior shortstop Alyssa 
Seiss, who was on the team 
that won it all two years ago, 
said the disappointment of 
losing sticks with you longer 
than the excitement of victory. 
They aren’t trying to forget it, 
but embrace it. 

“That loss definitely hurt, 
but it only made us stronger” 
Seiss said. 

She, and plenty of her team-
mates, understand that well as 
St. Francis Prep returns seven 
starters from last year’s club—
including a fully healthy Zhi-
vanaj, who is arguably the 
league’s best pitcher. Sopho-
mores Jazmin Andrews and 
Alexa Ware and Julie Menna 
make up a deep rotation. 

“It feels really good to have 
her back full steam ahead,” 
Rich said of Zhivanaj, “No is-
sues with anything.”

She will have a veteran 

infield behind her with Seiss 
at short, Miranda Cintron at 
third and Rebecca Colak back 
at second base. Andrews takes 
over at first. Sophomore Sarah 
Williams can play short and 
second. Senior Taylor Russo, 
who has excellent range, is 
back in center. Menna and 
sophomore Madison Reichert 
will be at the corners. 

“I’m very confident with 
our defense,” Seiss said. “Even 
our new players, I know if that 
the ball is hit to them, they are 
going to get it.”

Brianna Baglino, who 
missed two key offensive op-
portunities because she exited 
the final game early due to in-
jury, replaces star Kelly Licul 
at catcher. The Terriers will 
miss the now-Rhode Island 
standout’s bat and ability to 
call games, but Rich has seen 
a strong chemistry between 
Baglino and Zhivanaj.  

There has been a very busi-
nesslike approach early on, 
and the talented sophomores 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Alyssa Seiss and St. Francis Prep are using the heartbreak of last season 
to fuel a run for a diocesan crown. Photo by William Thomas

Construction pitcher Claudia Migliaccio hits the ball during a game against Tottenville. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

Terriers hope to turn last season’s pain into gain

Young Construction team shows promise

Continued on Page 48
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MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 4/5/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2008 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER

SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
84K MILES #23058T

$13,995

2008 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
97K MILES #23072T

CALL

2008 GMC
ACADIA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
58K MILES #23195T

$12,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23186T

$22,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

74K MILES #23161T

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
70K MILES #23134T

$8,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA S

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #23130

$13,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
93K MILES #22779T

$6,995

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22675T

$16,995

2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995

2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22703T

$19,995

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

TOYOTA CERTIFIED SUPER

SUPER 
CLEAN CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN

CLEAN CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NICECERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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TRADE-IN BONUS CERTIFICATE
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2013 SUBARU FORESTER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #23191T

$18,995

2012 TOYOTA 
PRIUS 

PLUG IN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
75K MILES #22979T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA 
PRIUS

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
88K MILES #22994T

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA 
SIENNA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
117K MILES #23010T

$7,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2011 TOYOTA VENZA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
35K MILES #23162T

$18,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

R BUYS!

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

www.StarToyota.net
190-01 Northern Blvd. 

Flushing, NY 11358

Friday
April 8

Saturday
April 9

Monday 
April 11

Sunday 
April 10

Tuesday 
April 12

Wednesday 
April 13

Thursday 
April 14

Friday
 April 15

Saturday
 April 16

Sunday
 April 17
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The only thing that could 
stop the St. John’s baseball 
team heading into Big East 
play was 25 to 30 miles per 
hour winds and near freezing 
temperatures.

The poor weather kept the 
Red Storm’s winning streak at 
seven coming into this week 
as its series finale with NYIT 
was cancelled on Sunday. 
St. John’s won the first team 
games, including an 8-1 vic-
tory behind starting pitcher 
Ryan McAuliffe on the road on 
Saturday. 

The junior tossed six in-
nings of one-run ball and 
struck out six while getting 
plenty of run support. Troy 
Dixon went 3-for-3 with three 
RBI. Michael Donadio went 

2-for-3 with a solo home run 
and three runs scored and 
Jesse Berardi was 2-for-4 with 
a solo home run. 

NYIT’s only run came on a 
solo homer by Anthony Cara-
donna in the firth inning to 
cut the St. John’s lead to 5-1. 
The Johnnies jumped on top 
by scoring three times in the 
top of the first inning, thanks 
to a Dixon RBI single and two 
NYIT errors.

The Red Storm pushed the 
advantage to 5-0 by the top of 
the fifth with an RBI single 
by Dixon in the fourth. Be-
rardi led off the fifth with a 
solo homer. Dixon, Donadio 
and Gu Gingras each brought 
in runs over the final four 
innings. Joey Christopher, 
Turner French and Joe Kelly 
combined for three innings of 

scoreless relief.
St. John’s has not lost 

since a 5-1 defeat on the road 
at Nevada March 19 and still 
had to face Columbia, which 
reached the NCAA tourna-
ment last year, on Wednesday 
before opening its Big East 
slate with a three-game series 
against Georgetown starting 
Friday at Jack Kaiser Sta-
dium.  

During the streak, Red 
Storm coach Ed Blankmeyer 
picked up his 700th career win 
during a 9-5 victory against 
Wagner March 30. Blankmey-
er, who is in his 21st season 
with the Red Storm, reached 
the milestone in 1,134 games 
(700-430-4, .619) and is already 
the winningest coach in pro-
gram history.  

Alex Caruso and St. John's rode a seven-game winning streak into this week.  
Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

Storm surges in Big East

However, two of Coburn’s 
Cardozo teammates, Aaron 
Walker and Rashond Sal-
nave, didn’t participate in the 
event. Salnave had a previ-
ous commitment to play else-
where, while Walker decided 
not to attend.

Although Coburn, who 
averaged 20 points and seven 
rebounds, wasn’t able to play 
one final game with his Car-
dozo teammates, he did get 
one final chance to show off 
his skills as a high school 
athlete.    

Coburn will play next 
season at St. Bonaventure, 
where he’ll join a Bonnies 
team that nearly reached the 
NCAA Tournament before 
going to the NIT last month, 
an early exit in the NIT last 
month. He will play for coach 
Mark Schmidt, the Atlantic 
10 Coach of the Year. Coburn 
made the commitment offi-
cial early last week.   

“I’m really excited to play 
with a coach of the year, good 
players and hopefully we go 
to the tournament,” Coburn 
said.

Judges’ coach Ron Na-
clerio has high expectations 
for Coburn at the next level 
once he fully develops.          

“I actually think, he 
might not want to hear it, but 
I actually think he’s going to 
do for St. Bonaventure what 
he did for us,” Naclerio said. 
“Where it’s going to take him 
a year or two to adjust. You 
know St. Bonaventure is in 
the A-10, which is basically a 
high major conference.”

However long it may take 
Coburn to adjust to the col-
lege game, there’s no denying 
that he’ll help St. Bonaven-
ture in their efforts to reach 
to the NCAA Tournament.

“Once Tareq gets into 
that next level, he can really 
shoot the ball,” Naclerio said. 
“He’s got a lot of range, and 
his athleticism has really in-
creased.”

have fit in right away. Rich 
said silence in her office is 
how she knows her leaders 
are doing their job and there 
has been plenty of that in the 
early season. 

“If there is a ball on the 
floor, ‘OK, go pick it up,’” 
Seiss said. “If there is a buck-
et that needs to be moved, 
‘OK, go get it.’ It’s the small 
little things.”

The Terriers still have big 
goals and know that winning 
a diocesan title is always a 
tall task in their league, es-
pecially with Molloy return-
ing the majority of its core as 
well. The SFP seniors want 
their careers to end much dif-
ferently than last season did, 
knowing full well what it’s 
like to win it all. 

“I think it only make us 
want it more,” Seiss said. “We 
know how good it feels, and 
we want to feel that feeling.”     

Block shots

Coburn

Continued from Page 45

Continued from Page 45

For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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NOTHING
SCARES A 
NEW YORKER.
EXCEPT TAX
SEASON.

Trusted, professional filing

Don’t fear your taxes! If you earn $62,000 or less, you may qualify for FREE TAX PREP 
services, including online filing and in-person filing.

Tax Day is April 18, so don’t delay! Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/taxprep

Visit nyc.gov/taxprep for all available sites and the most up-to-date information.

ARVERNE
Urban Upbound - Arverne

348 Beach 71st Street, Arverne, NY 11692
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Sat: 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

CORONA
Community Tax Aid - Corona - Office of Assemblyman Jeff Aubry

98-09 Northern Boulevard, Corona, NY 11368
Hours: Sat: 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Food Bank For New York City - Public School 19

98-02 99th Street, Corona, NY 11368
Phone: (646) 981-6111 
Hours: Mon–Fri: 3:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.; Sat: 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

National Association of Black Accountants - 

Langston Hughes Library and Cultural Center

100-01 Northern Boulevard, Corona, NY 11368
Phone: (718) 651-5067
Hours: Sat: 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

EAST ELMHURST
Urban Upbound - East Elmhurst

32-33A Junction Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY 11369
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Fri: 12:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.

Urban Upbound - East Elmhurst Library

95-06 Astoria Boulevard, East Elmhurst, NY 11369
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Fri: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

FAR ROCKAWAY
Urban Upbound - Far Rockaway

1931 Mott Avenue, Suite 410, Far Rockaway, NY 11691
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Tue, Fri: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

FLUSHING
Community Tax Aid - Flushing YMCA

138-46 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354
Hours: Sat: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Food Bank For New York City - Affinity Health 

41-46 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
Phone: (646) 981-6111 
Hours: Mon–Thu: 12:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.; Sat: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Urban Upbound - Flushing

136-20 38th Avenue, #10A, Flushing, NY 11354
By appointment only. Call (718) 939-0195.
Hours: Tue–Thu, Sat: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Urban Upbound - Flushing Library

41-17 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Tue: 1:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.; Fri: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

JACKSON HEIGHTS
Food Bank For New York City 

35-59 82nd Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Phone: (646) 981-6111 
Hours: Mon–Thu: 10:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.; Fri: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.;
Sat: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

The Financial Clinic - Make The Road

92-10 Roosevelt Avenue, Ground Level, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
By appointment only. Call (212) 505-3482.
Hours: Fri: 5:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.; Sat: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

LAURELTON
Benevolent Tax Professional Services

134-32 232nd Street, Laurelton, NY 11413
Phone: (718) 217-6111
Hours: Mon: 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.; Thu: 2:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m.;
Sat: 11:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

LONG ISLAND CITY
Urban Upbound - Long Island City

12-15 40th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
By appointment only. Call (718) 784-0877.
Hours: Tue, Fri, Sat: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.; Wed, Thu: 11:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.

See below for some of the NYC Free Tax Prep sites located in Queens. Sites may have different eligibility 
requirements based on income and parental status. Check details at nyc.gov/taxprep or call the site.


