
BY MADINA TOURE
 
St. Albans residents who grew 

up with the late Phife Dawg, a 
member of renowned hip-hop 
group A Tribe Called Quest, 

braved the rain to show their re-
spect for him at a public memo-
rial hosted by the group at St. 
Albans Memorial Park Monday 
morning.

Despite the rainy weather, 

nearly 200 fans trekked to St. Al-
bans from all over the borough 
and the city, with some fans even 
coming from out of state.

Malik Taylor, known by his 
stage name Phife Dawg, died 

March 22 in California at the age 
of 45 due to complications from 
diabetes. He was raised in St. Al-
bans.

St. Albans resident Carleene 
Cannon, 48, had known Phife 
Dawg since he was around 9 years 
old. She also knew honorary 
group member Jarobi White.

She has fond memories of 
Phife, recalling that he had a big 
crush on her cousin.

“As we got older and as A Tribe 
Called Quest became more of an 
entity, with everybody just groov-
ing to the music, he would come 
off the road and I would go visit 
him at his grandmother’s house...
He gave me my copy of ‘Low End 
Theory’ (the group’s second al-
bum) and leaked it,” Cannon said. 
“And my son’s name is Jaden Ma-
lik Lake.”

Steve McDaniel, 41, also of St. 
Albans, said he and Phife spent a 
lot of time playing basketball and 
football in St. Albans Park.

“When they (his friends and 
Phife) were in high school—I was 
younger than them, I was in ju-
nior high school—I would meet 
them in the colosseum on Jamai-
ca Avenue and we would go down 
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Fencers  join the crowd of students, teachers and parents at the long-awaited opening of a new sports com-
plex at the Queens High School for Teaching, Liberal Arts and Sciences in Glen Oaks.  See story on Page 9. 

Michael Shain 

TOUCHÈ

BY BILL PARRY

City Comptroller Scott String-
er took a walking tour of small 
businesses in Jackson Heights 
and Elmhurst with the 82nd 
Street Partnership, community 
leaders and advocates after re-
leasing the findings of his Red 
Tape Commission. 

Over the last year, the com-
mission held hearings in each 
of the boroughs and conducted 
an online survey of 300 business 
owners to better understand the 
challenges they faced in the city.

“Queens’ 45,000 small busi-
nesses are the economic back-
bone of this borough, employing 
182,500 New Yorkers, but as my 
Red Tape Commission found, too 
often government has been an 
obstacle rather than a partner to 
success,” Stringer said March 31. 
“Small business owners deserve 
better than this. We put forward 
60 recommendations that will 
break through the bureaucracy, 
hold agencies accountable, and 
cut the red tape that is holding 
businesses in our city back.”

BY MADINA TOURE

Members of Community Board 7 voiced con-
cerns last week about the city’s plan to develop 
Flushing West, with a debate about whether 
cranes involved in the project would potentially 
interfere with airspace. 

Flushing’s CB 7 board 
cool to waterfront plan

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Residents of Jamaica 
and the Rockaways who 
commute to work have lon-
ger average traveling times 
than the residents of any 
neighborhood in the five 
boroughs, according to a 
new report from the Center 

for an Urban Future.
The report, which was 

released March 31, found 
that the average commute 
to work from the Rock-
aways was 53 minutes, with 
Jamaica a close second at 51 
minutes. These commutes 
far exceed the national av-
erage commute of 26 min-

utes, the report said.
“Average commutes 

range from 53 minutes in 
the Rockaways to 26 min-
utes in the Financial Dis-
trict and Greenwich Vil-
lage,” the report stated. 
“In other words, over the 
course of a five-day work 

Queens commuters in Jamaica and the 
Rockaways have longer average travel-
ing times to work than commuters in any 
other neighborhood, according to a new 
report. Photo by Christina Santucci

Stringer takes 
aim at red tape 
for Queens biz

St. Albans salutes Phife Dawg
Residents brave rain to say farewell at public memorial for late musician

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

It’s a long, long ride to work
Continued on Page 10
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INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

ADMISSION

For Sponsorship and Booth Opportunities 
contact Townsquare Expos: ph: (203) 900-5000
email: exhibits@townsquaremedia.com

FREE with Pre-Registration.
To sign up visit TradeBKLYN.com!

THE BROOKLYN

TradeBKLYN.com 

� Interact with over 200 Exhibitors on the 

 Trade Show Floor
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Elected officials whose 

districts include College 
Point are speaking out 
against a possible plan by 
the de Blasio administra-
tion to put a new jail in the 
neighborhood, although the 
administration says noth-
ing is set in stone.

DNAinfo reported last 
week that the city is consid-
ering a $7 billion plan that 
would transfer inmates out 
of Rikers Island and into 
renovated detention cen-
ters and two new jails in lo-
cations throughout the five 
boroughs.

One of the locations that 
the city is allegedly con-
sidering for a new jail is 
the space next to the Police 
Academy in College Point, 
DNAinfo said. The other 
site being explored is land 
in the Hunts Point section 
of the South Bronx, next 
to a jail barge known as 

the Vernon C. Bain Center, 
which would allegedly be 
closed under the plan.

The de Blasio adminis-
tration said that when it is 
looking at how to improve 
the jail system, a range 
of locations are provided 

to show the challenges in 
identifying realistic sites, 
insisting that just because 
a location has been men-
tioned, that does not neces-
sarily mean it is a possible 
spot for a jail.

“Creating a culture of 

safety in our jails is our top 
priority—today, not a year 
from now,” Monica Klein, 
deputy press secretary 
for the de Blasio adminis-
tration, said. “While the 
city continues to examine 
whether Rikers Island’s 
closure is feasible, our fo-
cus today remains on re-
form of the correctional 
system that will make our 
jails safer now and into the 
future—whether at Rikers 
or elsewhere.”

In February, City Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
proposed a plan that would 
involve a commission that 
would look into ways to 
reduce the population at 
Rikers Island with the end 
goal of shutting down the 
complex. Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio has said it would be lo-
gistically difficult to close 
Rikers Island and he wants 
to focus on reforming the 
corrections system.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said he has no 
further details about the 
plan other than what has 
already been reported.

“I don’t know what sort 
of twisted logic the mayor’s 
implying to put these neigh-
borhood jails throughout 
the entire city in various 
neighborhoods, but I would 
imagine that every single 
neighborhood is going to 
fight this tooth and nail,” 
Avella said. “The simple 
logistics of having up to 
2,000 detainees in each one 
of these locations plus the 
financial cost of building 
facilities and the trans-
porting back and forth just 
makes this proposal ab-
surd.”

He said he received a 
couple of emails from his 
constituents about the jail, 
but he expects the com-
plaints to increase as the 
news begins to sink in.

“I’m sure the outcry 

against the proposal will 
increase exponentially as 
time goes on...The rest of 
us consider this a joke but 
he may be serious,” he said. 
“This is the type of propos-
al that makes people say 
‘one-term mayor.’”

State Assemblyman 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing) said given that 
College Point is landlocked 
and congested, the proposal 
is “ludricous.”

“It’s been growing by 
leaps and bounds over the 
last number of years and 
the (College Point) Corpo-
rate Park specifically has 
become a convenient dump-
ing ground for new devel-
opment and relocation of 
Willets Point businesses,” 
Simanowitz said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The new transit chief 
and several of her top staff 
took part in a town hall 
meeting in Sunnyside Tues-
day night to discuss years 
of weekend shutdowns and 
frequent service disrup-
tions on the No. 7 subway 
line. 

Shortly after she was 
named president of New 
York City Transit, Vero-
nique Hakim received 
an invitation from City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) to 
come to Queens and hear 
the straphangers’ frustra-
tions with constant delays, 
overcrowding and sub-par 
service. She arrived at the 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices center on 39th Street 
to find a civil audience of 
200 commuters. 

“The service we are 
getting is just not good 
enough,” said Van Bram-
er, who hosed the event 
with Melissa Orlando, the 
founder of Access Queens, 
a transit advocacy group. 

“ People are moving out of 
this neighborhood because 
of the No. 7 and that’s unac-
ceptable.”

Hakim, in her first pub-
lic meeting, began with a 
slide show presentation 
describing the task of mod-
ernizing the 100-year-old 
system: a $1 billion project 
replacing the outdated sig-
nal system, replacing the 
aging track panels and re-
pairing damage from Hur-

ricane Sandy in the Stein-
way Tube that runs under 
the East River.

“The No. 7 is one of our 
busiest lines in terms of 
frequency with 622 one-way 
train trips each day with 
525,000 daily riders,”she 
said. “When you have that 
kind of frequency, when 
there is a problem, there’s 
a series of cascading effects 
that affect thousands of 
people because of one prob-

lem on a train.”
Hakim moved on to 

some crowd-pleasing infor-
mation, that repairs to the 
Steinway Tube will be com-
pleted the weekend of April 
23 and that 94 percent of 
the track panels have been 
replaced. She got a burst 
of applause when she an-
nounced that starting this 
fall there will be two ad-
ditional trains during the 
evening rush hour.

A question-and-answer 
session followed with com-
plaints about the condition 
of the elevated section from 
61st Street to 108th Street 
“where paint is peeling and 
the dust affects people’s 
lives.” Hakim said a con-
tract would be awarded 
next year for repairs.  

Several riders from 
Flushing and Jackson 
Heights complained of 
booth attendants lacking 
foreign language skills. A 
senior said there was a lack 
of benches to sit on after 
climbing 40 steps at 82nd 
Street.  

Orlando suggested that 
service notices should be 
posted at ground level so 
seniors would not make 
the climb only to find there 
is no train. Brent O’Leary, 
the president of the Hunt-
ers Point Civic Association, 
said the meeting to address 
a larger issue that is facing 
his members.

“A few more cars are 
nice but it avoids the real 
problem of the population 
explosion (in LIC),” he said. 

“It’s a band-aid on a hemor-
rhage. We need a structural 
fix to handle the new and 
coming ridership brought 
by the development.”

Astoria attorney James 
Iñiguez echoed O’Leary 
when he complained that 
four of his firm’s employees 
are 7 train riders.

“I’m sick and tired of 
them being late all the 
time, they can’t get on the 
trains,” he said. “What are 
we going to do with all of 
the people that are coming 
with all of this new develop-
ment?”

Access Queens’ Orlando, 
who also started the 1,700- 
member Facebook group 7 
Train Blues last year, said 
she was very pleased with 
the event.

“I appreciated there 
transparency and their 
willingness to listen to 
our frustrations,” she said. 
“It was really a discussion 
that establishes a new tone 
for our relationship going 
forward.”

Transit boss hears No. 7 complaints

Newly appointed transit chief Veronique Hakim takes questions from dozens of frustrated No. 7 sub-
way riders at a town hall meeting in Sunnyside. Photo by Bill Parry

Elected officials are up in arms over a possible city plan to create 
a jail near the Police Academy in College Point. Google Maps 

Electeds oppose possible jail site in College Pt.
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY MARK HALLUM

The Rockaway Beach 
Rail Line has sat defunct 
since 1962. Declining use 
led to the ultimate aban-
donment of the elevated 
LIRR tracks by the MTA, 
but the rusting steel with 
overgrown weeds has been 
the center of debate since 
demand for public transpor-
tation to the Rockaways has 
grown. 

The issue has divided the 
Woodhaven and Ozone Park 
community over whether 
the rail line should be re-
vived, transformed into 
a park and  or passed up 
altogether in favor of a an 
express bus line and ferry 
service. 

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D -Ozone Park) 
announced the MTA decid-
ed last week to do a feasibil-
ity study on the Queens Rail 
line. He has long pressed 
the MTA to conduct a study 
to determine whether or not 
the rail line can be revived 
without extreme cost. The 
agreement came out of in-
tense negotiations in the 
state Legislature leading up 
to the recently passed state 
budget.

“For tens of thousands 
of Queens families forced to 
endure some of the longest 
commutes in the city, this 
announcement by the MTA 
is real progress,” Goldfeder 
said. “A comprehensive 
study of the Queens Rail 
will give voice to our transit 
concerns and bring Queens 
one step closer to having the 
transportation infrastruc-
ture we need and deserve.”

A report by the NYU Ru-
din Center for Transporta-
tion ranked many commu-
nities in Goldfeder’s district 
to be among the most poorly 
served citywide for access to 
job opportunities via public 
transportation. A student-
led survey by Queens Col-
lege Urban Studies Depart-
ment in 2014 indicated that 
the revival of the Rockaway 
Line could generate half a 

million trips per day. The 
survey also concluded that 
a majority of local busi-
ness owners are in support 
of bringing back service to 
the line, which runs from 
Forest Hills to Ozone Park, 
where it could be reconnect-
ed to the Rockaways.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
has taken a dimmer view of 
reviving the line in recent 
months, however. In Octo-
ber, he told the TimesLedg-
er that he believed the 
Rockaway line would be too 
pricey considering the fact 
that the city and state were 
still arguing over the MTA’s 
capital budget. 

“They have no intention 
of doing a Rockaway line–it 
just won’t happen,” he said 
then. 

 The MTA must complete 
the study by June 30, 2017 
and submit it to state As-
sembly Speaker Carl Heast-
ie (D-Bronx).

A ferry service is in 
works with the Economic 
Development Corporation 
and the de Blasio adminis-
tration and will be known 
as Citywide Ferry Service. 
The EDC will renovate 
six old ferry landings and 
add 10 new ones to provide 

service to Astoria, South 
Brooklyn, and Rockaway by 
2017, with service to South-
view and Lower East Side 
routes following in 2018.  
The cost for a one-way ride 
on this these ferries will be 
$2.75, the same as a one-way 
Metrocard.

The Rockaway ferry that 
was introduced after Hurri-
cane Sandy devastated the 
Rockaways was shut down 
in October 2015 because of 
costs.

 The question is whether 
or not the Rockaway Beach 
Rail Line will be neces-
sary if the Citywide Ferry 
Service is launched in the 
beginning of the same year. 
The new ferry service to 
Rockaway will be taking 
commuters to Brooklyn 
Army Terminal and Wall 
Street/Pier 11.

Addabbo still believes 
commuters should focus 
their hopes on more attain-
able options rather than the 
Rockaway line revival.

“Even if the study is ap-
proved, the MTA would 
have to decide whether to 
move forward,” he said this 
week. “For now, let’s work 
on things that are more im-
mediate, like the ferry, like 
the buses.”

PHIL GOLDFEDER

MTA agrees to do study
on Rockaway line revival

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, VISIT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

BY MARK HALLUM
 
In recent years, New 

York City election laws 
have been shown to have 
a negative effect on voter 
turnout. In fact, New York 
City has one of the lowest 
voter turnouts in the nation 
with only 58 percent of reg-
istered voters showing up 
at the polls in 2012.A study, 
put together by City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer and a 
coalition of elected officials 
and community leaders, 
shows a gradual decline in 
voter participation, with 
the 2014 midterm general 
election only seeing one in 
four registered voters show-
ing up at ballot boxes. 

The report, titled “Barri-
ers to the Ballot,” utilizes 60 
years of data and presents 
16 proposals in whichvoter 
turnout can be brough back 
from its downward trend. 
The coalition’s plan in-

cludes improvement in the 
areas of voter registration, 
access to polls, Election Day 
operations, and election ad-
ministration.

“As New Yorkers head 
to the polls to elect our next 
president, it’s important to 

remember that voting is not 
only a fundamental right – 
it is the most important tool 
we have to ensure account-
ability in our democracy,” 
Stringer said. “Turnout in 
recent elections in  New York 
has been abysmal and yet 

our laws often prevent rather 
than encourage people from 
participating. We need to 
make it easier for every New 
Yorker to register to vote.”

 Voter registration 
throught these proposals 
will be increased by allow-

ing pre-registration for 16- 
and 17-year olds which will 
become active once they 
turn 18, allowing same-day 
registration and expanding 
registration through exist-
ing state and city databases, 
such as the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, the comp-
troller said. Eleven other 
states already allow same-
day registration for voters 
and New York is looking to 
these examples to improve 
the outlook for 2016.

Access to polls could 
be improved by enacting 
no-excuse absentee voting . 
This would allow voters to 
request an absentee ballot 
for any reason, ensuring 
that voters would have ac-
cess to absentee ballots. Ear-
ly in-person voting seven 
days prior to Election Day 
and including weekends 
would mean  that people 
would have plenty of time to 
make it to the polls. Mail-in 

ballots have been adopted 
by Oregon, Colorado, and 
Washington, and are some-
thing that New York City 
officials are interested in 
exploring. New Yorkers con-
victed of felonies and recent-
ly released from corrections 
facilities would be informed 
of their ability to re-register 
to vote while on parole. 

 It is proposed that the 
city Board of Elections will 
be instructed to increase 
and switch to more modern 
methods of communica-
tion, including email and 
text messaging. Training, 
recruitment, and improved 
compensation will be in-
cluded for poll workers. 
Ensuring that polls are in 
compliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
and surveying voters about 
their experiences will ex-
pose weak points that pre-
vent many from making it 
to the polls. 

Voter turnout in the city continues to drop because of "arcane" election laws, says a study by 
Comptroller Scott Stringer.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Where are the voters in New York state?
City comptroller calls for action to reverse poor turnout at polls as presidential race approaches
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A charter school net-
work that operates 34 
schools throughout the city 
is planning to open two 
new elementary schools in 
southeastern Queens.

Success Academy, head-
ed by former City Council-
woman Eva Moskowitz, 
announced plans to open 
seven new schools in New 
York City in a March 17 re-
lease.

The list of new schools 
includes one in Far Rock-
away at 10-45 Nameoke 
St. and another in South 
Jamaica at 120-27 141 St., 
the former site of the John 
Adams High School Jump-
start Academy. Three more 
elementary schools and two 
middle schools will be built 
in Brooklyn. Success Acad-
emy currently operates two 
schools in Queens; one is 
in Springfield Gardens at 
132-55 Ridgedale St. and the 
other is at 147-65 249 St. in 

Rosedale.
The five new elementary 

schools will supply 750 new 
seats for children in kinder-
garten and first grade, and 
the schools will admit stu-
dents with a random lottery 
selection. Success Academy 
submitted charter applica-
tions to SUNY (Success’ 
authorizers) because of de-
mand from parents in the 
area, according to Chapin 
Fay, a vice president at Mer-
cury LLC, which is a public 
relations firm that started 
representing Success Acad-
emy in February.

“Success Academy so-
licits community feedback 
in many ways, including 
by canvassing the streets 
and holding informational 
events,” he wrote in an e-
mail. “Canvassers provide 
information and collect in-
put while visiting commu-
nity centers, parks, local 
businesses, day cares, and 
other locations.”

BY MARK HALLUM

An arrest has been 
made in the case of the 
robbery and shooting of 
New York Knicks forward 
Cleanthony Early in late 
December. 

As Early was leaving 
CityScapes Gentlemen’s 
Club in Maspeth, multiple 
assailants held up the Uber 
car hired for him and his 
companion. Items includ-
ing his cell phones and 
jewelry were taken, and 
Early sustained a single 
gunshot wound in the leg. 
At the time, police said the 
victims were not familiar 
with the men who robbed 
them, and no arrests were 
made. 

Devlon Dowling, 22, of 
Brooklyn was arrested on 
unrelated charges at his 

home last Friday, the U.S. 
attorney’s office in Brook-
lyn said in a criminal 
complaint.  After waiving 
his Miranda rights, he con-
fessed to his involvement 
in the robbery of Early. 
 Known as Bam Bam on 
the street, according to the 
complaint, 

Dowling claims that the 
group responsible for the 
crime planned the assault 
in advance and carried it 
out using three vehicles in 
a coordinated effort. So far, 
Dowling is the only arrest 
in the case. 

 As Early left the Queens 
club in the early morning 
hours of Dec. 30, multiple 
vehicles surrounded the 
car, according to police re-
ports. The assailants then 
ordered the victims out of 
the Toyota Camry at gun-

point. The robbery crew 
took two cellular phones as 
well as several necklaces 
and a gold cap from Early’s 
teeth, police said.  Early’s 
companion was not harmed 
and nothing was taken 
from her. The Uber driver, 
however, had several items 
stolen from the car includ-
ing his driver’s license, the 
authorities said.

 Early was shot in the 
right leg at some point dur-
ing the incident and was 
rushed to Elmhurst hospi-
tal by EMS after seeking 
help at a nearby stranger’s 
house. He was listed in sta-
ble condition upon admis-
sion, and has since made a 
full recovery and returned 
to the team. 

Dowling is to remain 
in custody without bail, 
federal prosecutors said. 

According to the criminal 
complaint filede by the 
Brooklyn U.S. attorney, 
Dowling planned the rob-
bery with his co-conspir-
ators in Brooklyn, then 
waited in the parking lot 
of the strip club for Early 
to leave. The defendant did 
not confess to being one of 
the gunmen and claims to 
have never left one of the 
getaway cars, prosecutors 
said. 

Dowling claimed not 
to have known how many 
of his companions were 
armed. Once the robbery 
was complete, the group 
then went back to Brooklyn 
to share in the proceeds of 
the theft, according to the 
court documents. The com-
plaint said the cell phones 
were later sold by the de-
fendant for $40 each.

Success Academy will open one of two new schools in south-
eastern Queens at 120-27 141 St., in South Jamaica for the 2016-17 
school year. Google Earth 

A Brooklyn man has been arrested in the robbery and shooting of New York Knicks player Cleanthony Early in December outside the 
Cityscapes strip club in Maspeth. Photo by Michael Shain

Charter group plans 
new Queens schools

Man busted in Early attack
Knicks forward shot leaving Maspeth strip club in December
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
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 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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The Flushing West plan 
would clean up and rezone 
60 acres on the Flushing 
waterfront and establish a 
planned community with 
waterfront access, housing 
and commercial space. 

The 32-acre study area 
runs from Prince Street on 
the east to Flushing Creek 
on the west, and from 
Roosevelt Avenue on the 
south to Northern Boule-
vard on the north. 

At the land use commit-
tee’s March 29 meeting, 
held at Union Care Plaza 
Center in downtown Flush-
ing, Warren Schreiber, 
chairman of CB7’s aviation 
committee, asked about the 
decision-making process 
involved when the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
determines whether to 
grant a project a determi-
nation of no hazard. 

Chris Shoulders, a 
manager from the FAA’s 
obstruction evaluation 
group, said the agency is-
sues its approval if it finds 
the height of the building 
will not interfere with the 
airspace.

“Organizations such as 
this (CB7) and permitting 
offices, those are the ones 
who give approval,” Shoul-
ders said. 

But members said there 
is the potential for cranes 
to go higher than the maxi-
mum allowed height, es-
pecially when developers 
build to the absolute limit. 

“When you deal with 
law—and I deal with people 
on the day-to-day basis in 

the Fire Department — it’s 
either you can do it or you 
cannot do it,” CB7 Chair-
man Gene Kelty said. 

Enrique Sanabria, se-
nior airport manager at 
the Port Authority, said 
the agency is working on 
reforming the process but 
that it depends heavily on 
developers approaching the 
PA as the airport operator.

“What we would do is 
if a developer approached 
us is we would proactive-
ly evaluate the proposal 
and recommend specific 
heights not only for the 
building but also for tem-
porary construction equip-
ment,” Sanabria said.

John Young, director 
of City Planning’s Queens 
office, said the plan’s en-
vironmental impact state-
ment is not done yet but the 
community engagement 
process will continue.

“We’re trying to do plan-
ning here, not just letting 
EIS (environmental impact 
statement)  drive decision-
making,” Young said.

Joe Sweeney, the land 
use committee’s chairman, 
said the board and the com-
munity’s concerns needed 
to be addressed.

“For this to come to 
the full board, we need an-
swers,” Sweeney said. 

Other topics discussed 
at the meeting included 
whether banks will issue 
loans to developers con-
cerning the Mandatory In-
clusionary Housing, which 
mandates affordable hous-
ing in newly rezoned areas, 
the brownfield program 
for the proposal’s area and 
school capacity. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) have asked May-
or Bill de Blasio and City 
Planning Chairman Carl 
Weisbrod to immediately 
withdraw the rezoning 
plan.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

week, Rockaway residents 
will spend four hours and 
29 minutes more time com-
muting than those who live 
in Downtown Manhattan.”

Workers commuting 
from Bellerose/Rosedale 
have the third-longest av-
erage commute of Queens 
residents at 47 minutes. 

Although Manhattan re-
mains the commuting cen-
ter for many New Yorkers, 
most employees who live 
in the city work in the bor-
ough in which they reside. 

This includes Queens resi-
dents, where 41 percent of 
Queens commuters travel-
ing to a job in the borough. 
The number of Queens resi-
dents who also work in the 
borough jumped 28 percent 
from 2000 to 2014. Queens 
residents are also more 
likely than the workers of 
any other borough to travel 
to a job outside of the city 
with 13 percent commuting 
to points beyond the city.

The report also included 
suggestions about how to al-
leviate burdensome travel 
times for city commuters, 
including alterations to 
how the Long Island Rail-
road operates.

“While the MTA oper-
ates over 20 LIRR stations in 
the five boroughs, few New 
Yorkers use the service be-
cause of its high fares and 
its poor integration with 
the subway Metrocard,” the 
report stated. “Reducing 
fares and integrating pay-
ment and transfers within 
the city could dramatically 
reduce commutes in transit 
deserts like northeast and 
southeast Queens.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Commute

Continued from Page 1 

Flushing

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

A rendering of the proposed Flushing West plan. 
NYC Planning Department
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A ribbon-cutting event 
to celebrate the opening of 
a new sports complex at the 
Frank A. Padavan Campus 
in Glen Oaks was moved in-
side Saturday morning due 
to downpours, but the spir-
its of the students, teachers 
and parents in the audito-
rium were not dampened.

“No matter whether it 
rains, sleets or snows, it’s 
a beautiful day,” said Jae 
Hyun Cho, the principal 
of Queens High School for 
Teaching, Liberal Arts 
and the Sciences. “After 
13 years, we have a home 
field.”

The grounds include a 
new football field, a 400m 
track and a baseball dia-
mond, and the opening of 
the new complex marked 
the culmination of long 
negotiations between city 
and state government, the 
city’s School Construction 

Authority, community 
members and elected offi-
cials to build the fields for 
the campus, which includes 
three schools. Students and 
parents of PS/IS 208, PS/IS 
266 and the Queens High 
School of Teaching, along 
with teachers, adminis-
trators, and current and 
former elected officials 
crowded the auditorium for 
an array of speakers and 
performances.

Former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan recalled the many 
negotiations that led to the 
initial construction of the 
campus, and remembered a 
meeting in 1998 about a new 
facility for the three schools 
with Queens Borough Pres-
ident Claire Shulman and 
Mark Weprin, who was 
the area’s city councilman 
at the time. The facility it-
self opened six years later, 
though it took until 2016 
to open the sports fields. 
“Certainly in the city of 

New York, there’s nothing 
like it,” Padavan said, “and 
probably the state.”

The ceremony also in-
cluded remarks from state 
Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman (D-Laurelton), 
City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), and former New 
York Jets fullback Tony 
Richardson, who helped 
to present a check to the 
DOE and Public School 
Youth Football Programs 
for $200,000 on behalf of 
the Jets’ philanthropic 
foundation. He said he had 
marveled at the size and 
grandeur of the grounds 
when he had entered that 
morning.

“Is this a hospital or a 
college?” he recalled say-
ing to himself. “No, this is 
a high school, and you guys 
should be proud of that.”

After the official ribbon-
cutting ceremony, students, 
parents and audience mem-

bers were invited to see 
the new sports complex for 
themselves. By the time the 
crowds reached the fields, 
the storm had downgraded 
to a drizzle.

Excited students rushed 
the newly opened grounds 
as soon as the gates were 
opened. Students took off 
in sprints around the track 
and tossed footballs to each 
other. Even a fencing team 
from Queens High School 
of Teaching brought their 
equipment to the opening 
for several jousts.

Robert Alberti, the par-
ent of a child who attends 
PS/IS 208, recalled that the 
neighboring Creedmoor 
Psychiatric Hospital still 
owned several small build-
ings that had stood on the 
grounds of the new field as 
late as 2007. After they were 
razed, the construction of 
the complex occurred in 
less than two years’ time.

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Students welcome new  high school fi elds
Parents, teachers on hand for opening of overdue sports complex at Glen Oaks campus

At the Queens High School for Teaching in Glen Oaks, student-ath-
letes tried out the the new sports complex — aided with a $200,000 
gift from the New York Jets — for the first time, including fencing-
club members Jadon and Elijah.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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to the food court and sit 
there and bug out with a lot 
of the kids we grew up with 
from back here on Sayres 
Avenue,” McDaniel said. 

Another friend of 
Phife’s, Norman Bennett, 
37, who lives next door to 
McDaniel, referred to him 
as his “little big bro” be-
cause Bennett was younger 
but taller. They bonded over 
their common heritage: 
Bennett’s father is from 
Trinidad and so is Phife’s 
family. 

“Everyone would beat 
on the (picnic) table, kick 
rhymes, something crazy 
was going on... we played 
football, baseball, kick-
ball,” Bennett said.

St. Albans resident Keith 
Taylor, 42, also a friend of 
Phife’s, echoed similar sen-
timents.

“Malik was a good 
dude,” Taylor said. “We 
all grew up together so we 
all seem similar. He loved 
sports and he got into the 
music thing and kind of 
went off on his way.”

The first 200 fans who 
arrived at the memorial re-
ceived a Phife Dawg T-shirt 
as well as a ticket to attend 
an invite-only tribute con-
cert for the musician at the 
Apollo Theatre in Harlem 
Tuesday. 

Andres Titus, known by 
his stage name Dres, is one-
half of Black Sheep, a hip-
hop duo from Queens that 
started in the 1990s. He had 
known Phife Dawg since 
1989, describing him as a 
“dope (cool) person” who 
“had a moral compass.”

The processional for 
Phife Dawg’s funeral drove 
by the park along Sayres 
Avenue and 172nd Street. 
Jarobi White waved at fans 
from a car

There are currently two 
efforts underway to honor 
the singer and the group. 
One calls for Linden Bou-
levard between 192nd and 
193rd streets to be co-named 
A Tribe Called Quest Bou-
levard—where the video 
for the first single from the 
group’s second album was 
shot—while the other calls 
for St. Albans Park to be re-
named “Malik ‘Phife Dawg’ 
Taylor Park.”

Continued from Page 1 

Memorial
During his visit, 

Stringer discussed many 
of the difficulties small 
businesses face, including 
the painfully slow approv-
al process and inadequate 
communication from city 
agencies. Nearly one-third 
of small business owners 
wait six months or longer 
for approvals they need 
from the city to open their 
business, and four in 10 
said they had to hire expe-
diters to navigate agency 
bureaucracy, a labyrinth 
that includes more than 
6,000 rules, 250 licenses 
and permits, and 15 agen-
cies.

“When it takes months 
on end to get permits and 
half of business owners 
don’t feel like they get a 
fair shake from the city, 
it’s time to take a sledge-
hammer to the bureaucra-
cy,” Stringer said.

He spoke with several 
shop owners about some 
of the recommendations in 
the commission’s 61-page 
report such as creating 

clear timelines for per-
mit approvals, improved 
services for owners with 
limited English profi-
ciency, and making bet-
ter use of technology for 
small businesses. Asked 
to identify their single 
greatest frustration with 
city government, fines and 
inspections were cited by 
20 percent of respondents 
as the most common com-

plaint, followed by agency 
response times at 18 per-
cent and high taxes and 
fees from 17 percent of the 
respondents.

 “If we want to expand 
economic opportunity and 
give every New Yorker a 
fair chance to make it in 
our city,” Stringer said, 
“we need to cut the red 
tape that is holding small 
businesses back.”

Stringer spoke at 
length with Ali Hussein, 
50, the owner of Brands & 
Co., a clothing store 37-57 
82nd St. Hussein is cur-
rently paying $14,500 for 
his 1,700-square-foot shop.

“I’ve had six stores 
since 1989,” He said. “In 
1990 I was paying $1,500 for 
a 1,000-square-foot store 
and everything was good.  
The rent would go up just 
5 percent every year. Now, 
when a lease expires, the 
landlords want to increase 
it by up to 50 percent to 
chase the small businesses 
out to make way for the 
bigger chains. Small busi-
nesses are slowly dying.”

Stringer agreed and 
said the de Blasio admin-
istration and City Coun-
cil are discussing several 
proposals that would help 
alleviate rent costs. Leslie 
Ramos, the executive di-
rector of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, pointed out 
that Hussein’s business 
was losing foot traffic af-
ter the MTA closed off an 
entrance for repairs at the 
No. 7 subway station on his 
side of the street, without 
any notice.

Continued from Page 1 

Stringer

Comptroller Scott Stringer (r.) visits with store owner Hussein Ali 
and other shopkeepers on 82nd Street in Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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