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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The average New York City po-

lice precinct covers a population 
of about 100,000. The 105th, how-

ever, is spread far too thin with 
more than 188,000 residents. 

The precinct, which runs 
from Glen Oaks and North Shore 
Towers in the north to Kennedy 

Airport through Queens Village 
and Laurelton, is known to have 
the slowest 911 response times in 
comparison to its neighboring 
precincts in eastern Queens. 

Facing repeated calls from the 
communities it serves for quicker 
response times, City Councilmen 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) have introduced 
a resolution to create a new pre-
cinct called the 116th within the 
area.

The battle to open a new pre-
cinct along the border of east-
ern Queens is nothing new. The 
communities served by the 105th 
have been pushing for better law 
enforcement across their neigh-
borhoods since 1977. The new 
resolution by council members is 
in keeping with Richards’ State 
of the District address Feb. 11, in 
which he outlined the longtime 
need for the creation of the 116th 
Precinct.

“One of the biggest issues our 
community faces is public safety. 
Every year it is an important is-
sue for my office, but this year we 
have made seeing the 116th Pre-
cinct coming to fruition our No. 
1 priority,” he said in his address. 
“This is unfair to our communi-
ties and it is unfair to the officers 
who are tasked with protecting 
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Waiting for the call, more than Queens 90 kids line up at open auditions for the School of American Ballet. Teachers 
take only a few young hopefuls every year for the school of the New York City Ballet.   Photo by Michael Shain

TINY DANCER

BY BILL PARRY

After receiving increased 
complaints from constituents in 
recent weeks about broken beer 
bottles, drug paraphernalia and 
used condoms found each morn-
ing at an Astoria playground, 
City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) is planning 
to draft legislation that would 
require the Parks Department to 
secure playgrounds at night. 

He said the issue of illegal and 
inappropriate activities is an on-
going problem at Sean’s Place, a 
gated playground on 38th Street 
between Broadway and 31st 
Street. 

“It is a consistent problem at 
night with young adults entering 
the playground after hours,” Con-
stantinides said. “Playgrounds 
are for children and parents have 
the right to know their children 
can play safely each morning. It’s 
simply not feasible to expect the 
Park Department to get out there 
and clean it each morning before 
8 a.m. The 114th Precinct has been 

BY BILL PARRY

When the president of MTA New York City 
Transit took part in a town hall meeting on the 
beleaguered No. 7 subway line in Sunnyside last 
week, she came armed with some statistics on 
straphanger wait times. Veronique Hakim said 
during the evening rush there is a No. 7 train ev-
ery 2.2 minutes.

“We hit that schedule about 75 percent of the 

MTA slams DiNapoli
BY BILL PARRY

The city rolled out a $17.8 
million expansion of the su-
pervised release program 
for low-risk offenders last 
Friday which allows them 
to stay at home and contin-
ue working as they await 

trial. The supervisory pro-
gram, which has been oper-
ating in Queens since 2009, 
enables judges to offer an 
alternative to cash bail and 
reduce the prison popula-
tion on Rikers Island.

“No one should be in jail 
simply because they are 

unable to pay bail,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “We are 
taking steps to ensure that 
people who can safely be su-
pervised in the community 
are able to stay there, re-
gardless of the size of their 
bank accounts.”

Mayor de Blasio launches a new way to 
cut down on unnecessary jail time with 
reform to the current bail system. 

Yelp

Costa wants 
playgrounds 

locked at night

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8
Continued on Page 8

Can you get out of jail free?

Residents push for new precinct
Movement afoot to carve out new police patrol area separate from the 105th
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MAY 15TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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BY MARK HALLUM

The legacy of Frank 
Skala is still a powerful 
force in Bayside despite his 
death in August 2015. 

As a teacher of 33 years 
and the founder of the East 
Bayside Homeowner’s 
Association, Skala had a 
reputation as an outspoken 
defender of the neighbor-
hood’s conscience. Protect-
ing the value of Bayside 
homes was at the forefront 
of his activism, a voice 
which his daughter, Bonnie 
Skala Kiladitis, is keeping 
alive.

“Bayside is my home 
and I’d like to preserve it 
like my dad wanted,” she 
told the TimesLedger. 

She has no intention of 
selling the house where her 
father lived on 40th Avenue 
for seven decades, and the 
signs out front reinforce 
her belief that certain as-
pects of the neighborhood 
need to be preserved.

Five signs outside the 

Skalas’ brick house warn: 
“Buyers & Prospective 
Renters: Be Aware that the 
Home Owners Association 
Will Legally Enforce One 
Family zoning and Single 
Family occupancy.” Signed: 
East Bayside Homeowners 
Assoc. Inc. 

The signs are directed 
at the house just across 
the street formerly owned 
by federal Judge Nicholas 
Garaufis and now under 
major renovation by a new 
owner. The top floor has 
been taken off and the in-
side is entirely gutted, a 

disconcerting sight to hom-
eowners in the area.

The signs were left over 
from when Skala was still 
with us. 

His daughter under-
stands that neighborhoods 
evolve and that identities 
tend to shift, but she insist-

ed that the most important 
thing to her is to keep Bay-
side a good area to live and 
raise a family away from 
the population density of 
the city. 

“It’s a shame when old 
houses are knocked down,” 
she said, referring to the 
large white house formerly 
inhabited by Garaufis. “Not 
only was the house very old, 
it was beautiful.” 

The stately home was 
purchased for $1.5 million 
by a real estate agent who 
identified herself as Lisa 
and said it will be occupied 
only by her family.

“There’s a lot of new 
construction in Bayside. I 
don’t why there’s concern 
over our house,” she said,  
referring to other projects 
in her neighborhood.

The new owner felt 
lucky to have acquired the 
home since her family had 
been looking to relocate 
from New Jersey for quite 
some time. The property 
has been divided, but she 

said there are no plans as 
to whether the land will be 
used to build a new struc-
ture, sold or kept for family 
use. She said any apprehen-
sion about her intentions is 
misplaced. 

But there is still concern 
over the historical value of 
the house itself.

Paul Graziano is the 
treasurer of the Bayside 
Historical Society, an activ-
ist and historical preserva-
tion consultant. According 
to the building permit and 
Graziano, the construction 
at the property was granted 
an ALT-1 permit by the city 
Department of Buildings. 
Under this permit, any al-
terations to the building 
must retain 50 percent or 
more of the original struc-
ture. The approved zon-
ing plan and diagram only 
show that the front of the 
building has been approved 
for add-ons. However, the 
entire house, which was 
three stories, is now re-
duced to the ground level.

Pepsi sign the real thing after city landmarks LIC icon
BY BILL PARRY

The Pepsi-Cola sign that 
stands on the East River 
waterfront at the north end 
of Gantry Plaza State Park 
is now a city landmark. The 
sign had been under consid-
eration by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
since 1988 years and Tues-
day it was designated by a 
unanimous vote.

The LPC called the sign 
“one of the most iconic 
features of the New York 
City waterfront, and an 
irreplaceable piece of the 
urban landscape, repre-
senting commercial ad-
vertising and American 
industry.” The decision had 
been expected since Feb-
ruary when the LPC held 
hearings on 100 properties 
citywide that had been cal-
endared for decades.

“It’s one of the most no-
table icons in Queens, and 
although it enjoys many 
protections, it is really 
most appropriate that it 
also becomes a New York 

City Landmark,” LPC Com-
missioner Diana Chapin 
said. “This will celebrate 
its presence as an impor-
tant piece, not only of New 
York City, but of national, 

corporate and individual 
history.”

Changes in the zoning 
code in the latter half of the 
20th century and early 21st 
century have contributed 
to a reduction in the num-
ber of large, illuminated 
signs, which once crowned 
the factories and ware-
houses of many of Long Is-
land City’s most prominent 
companies.

“I’m pleased and proud 
that the LPC has listened to 
our community’s requests 
and recognized the Pepsi-
Cola sign as the New York 
City landmark that it is,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “The Pepsi-Cola sign 
has been an iconic part 
of the Long Island City 
landscape since 1936. This 
staggering piece of pop art 
brings character to our 

neighborhood and reminds 
residents of Queens’ his-
tory as an industrial pow-
erhouse.”

Built in 1936, the 80-year-
old neon sign, which stands 
60 feet tall and 120-feet-
long, is a nod to Long Is-
land City’s industrial past 
having stood atop a mas-
sive Pepsi bottling plant 
since 1940. The plant was 
closed in 1999 and demol-
ished to make way for the 
21-acre Queens West Devel-
opment Corporation. When 
TF Cornerstone bought the 
site from Pepsico, it agreed 
to display the sign on the 
property and when the de-
veloper constructed the last 
of six luxury high rises, it 
had architect firm Aquitec-
tonica design the building 
to wrap around the sign. 
The facade facing the sign 
is set back for the first eight 

floors and juts out from the 
ninth floor up to frame the 
sign.

“During its public hear-
ing there was widespread 
support for the designa-
tion of the Pepsi sign,” LPC 
Chair Meenakshi Srinivas-
san said. “Its prominent 
siting and its frequent ap-
pearances in pop culture 
have made it one of our 
most endearing and recog-
nizable icons on the Queens 
waterfront.”

The sign came up for 
landmarking in the 1980s 
but was calendered in 1988. 
By 1993 it had experienced 
significant deterioration 
accelerated by damage 
from a winter storm. The 
original creator, Artkraftat 
Strauss Sign Corporation, 
was brought in to restore 
and replicate the sign. 

 Voice of Frank Skala still heard
Late Bayside activist warned against extensive renovations to sites like judge’s former home

The renovation has left Judge Nicholas Garaufis’s house, dating to end of the 19th century, reduced to 
just the first floor. Photo by Michael Shain

The Pepsi-Cola sign in Long Island City has been named a land-
mark by the city. 
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Agencies consolidated 
to battle homeless crisis

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced a comprehensive 
plan to deal with the city’s 
homeless crisis that will 
consolidate two agencies, 
a move that is expected to 
save $38 million, accord-
ing to Human Resources 
Administration Commis-
sioner Steven Banks, who 
will lead the combined de-
partments. 

The savings were de-
signed to go to streamlined 
services that would get the 
homeless off the street  and 
improve conditions and 
safety at shelters.

Banks will be in charge 
of the agency, which inte-
grates the Department of 
Homeless Services into the 
Human Resources Admin-
istration. The implementa-
tion of the plan comes on 
the heels of a 90-day review 
of how the city deals with 
the nearly 58,000 men, wom-
en and children currently 
in shelters and as many 
as 4,000 chronic homeless 
individuals living on the 
streets.

“It’s time to bring new 
approaches and resources 
to keep vulnerable New 
Yorkers in their homes and 
help those in shelter find 
new permanent homes,” de 
Blasio said. “As a result of 
our 90-day review, we now 
have a comprehensive plan, 
including significant pol-
icy changes and both pro-
grammatic and structural 
reforms that will enable us 
to do just that. I urge the 
state, the providers, the ad-
vocates and homeless New 
Yorkers to join us in a new 
partnership to bring the 
homeless situation that has 
built up over the years un-
der control.”

There are four key el-
ements to the new plan 
— prevention, rehousing, 
street homelessness out-
reach and improving shel-
ter conditions — and a total 
of 46 individual systemic 
reforms. The administra-
tion’s commitment to pro-
vide decent living condi-

tions, high-quality social 
services and enhanced 
security at shelters drew 
the support of one Queens’ 
lawmaker.

“Having the Pan Ameri-
can shelter in my district, 
I have seen the conditions 
families are forced to live 
in,” state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said. 
“These are people who are 
working hard to get back 
on their feet, but the rising 
rent costs and low pay have 
prevented them from doing 
so. But those living in shel-
ters are not the only ones 
affected. The surrounding 
community is also impact-
ed, a fact that cannot be ig-
nored. I have worked hard 
to ensure the residents and 
surrounding community 
needs are addressed and 
have long said changes at 
DHS are overdue.”

Stavisky said she was 
pleased to see prevention 
and greater access to af-
fordable housing at the 
center of the plan as well as 
a stronger  line of commu-
nication between shelters 

and the NYPD.
The mayor unveiled the 

city’s plan at a press event 
in the Bronx Monday that 
got sidetracked when re-
porters put the focus on his 
defunct Campaign for One 
New York. The non-profit 
the mayor used to advance 
his political goals took 
hundreds of thousands in 
donations from developers 
that “were supporting pro-
gressive change” versus 
those aligned against his 
universal pre-K and afford-
able housing rezoning plan.    
“Everything was very 
carefully and scrupulously 
checked for consistency 
with city, state, and federal 
law for absolute consistency 
with any other standards 
that had to be held,” de Bla-
sio said, The mayor went 
on to say that he would no 
longer respond to questions 
about U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara’s reported inves-
tigation into the matter nor 
had he heard from federal 
officials on the matter.

Mayor Bill de Blasio is reshuffling the city agencies that handle 
the homeless who live in shelters like the former Pan Am Hotel on 
Queens Boulevard. Photo by Michael Shain

SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The overhead lights of the au-
ditorium in Bayside’s Selfhelp 
Clearview Senior Center had been 
dimmed to strike the mood for the 
senior prom. Nat King Cole’s “L-
O-V-E” faded in over the speakers 
as students from Bayside High 
School slow danced with senior 
citizen community members. 
Erin Brennan, the senior center’s 
program director, beamed as a 
student and a senior shuffled to-
gether on the dance floor.

“It’s like it was meant to be,” 
she said.

Brennan was referring to the 
fact that Bayside High School and 
the senior center both reached 
their 80th anniversaries this year. 
In November, students from the 
school approached Brennan about 
collaborating on a celebration of 
the dual milestones, and the idea 
of throwing a prom for both the 
students and the center’s senior 
visitors took root.

James Pen, one of the prom’s 

attendees, came clad for the oc-
casion in a sharp tuxedo. He said 
he had lived in Douglaston for de-
cades and worked in the jewelry 
business before he retired. Now, 

he helps to lead the center’s ball-
room dancing classes.

“I think when the seniors mix 
with the juniors,” he said, “you 
feel even younger.” 

It took a day for the students to 
prepare the auditorium, as they 
set up arrays of decorations and 
blew up balloons that they tied 
to the centerpieces of each table. 
Servers clad in black shirts and 
ties brought multiple courses of 
food for the guests, and there was 
a photo booth in the corner of the 
room with an assortment of silly 
glasses and hats for people to pose 
with during pictures.

The dozens of students on hand 
filled other roles during the party. 
Some took photos and video of the 
festivities, while others helped 
to serve beverages, take coats 
and find dance partners. Saud, a 
freshman at Bayside High, was as-
signed to making sure the guests 
had whatever they needed, and he 
was impressed by the dance skills 
on display from both the students 
and the seniors.

“There are some really great 
dancers,” he said. “They really 
came prepared.”

The music ran the gamut of de-
cades and styles, from “Shout” by 

the Isley Brothers to “Watch Me 
(Whip/Nae Nae)” from Silentó, and 
several of the senior guests stayed 
out for the latter song to learn the 
moves. After dinner and dessert, 
the party ended with some trivia 
of classic films and music as well 
as the inevitable crowning of the 
prom’s king and queen, Chine Lee 
and Tina Chan.

During one of the few songs 
when he could not be found on the 
dance floor, Pen said he was im-
pressed by the work the students 
had done. He thought the size and 
scale of the event was beyond the 
usual, even for the senior center. 

“In my memory, this is the 
first time there’s been anything 
like this,” he said, surveying the 
crowd of revelers. “They mingle 
together, the young and the old. I 
love it.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donach-
ie by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Two revelers slow dance during the senior prom held to celebrate the 80th an-
niversary of Bayside High School and the Selfhelp Clearview Senior Center. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Bayside students throw prom for senior center
Attendees of all ages dance to music from decades past in celebration of anniversaries
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials, his-
torical preservationists 
and community members 
celebrated the unanimous 
decision by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
on Tuesday to approve a 
historical Bayside house 
for landmarking status. 
The vote all but assures 
that the property will at-
tain the designation.  

The LPC agreed to con-
sider landmarking the Lyd-
ia Ann Bell and William J. 
Ahles House at 39-26 213th 
St. at a meeting in Febru-
ary. Now that the com-
mission has approved the 
property for landmarking, 
the next and final step will 
be a vote by the New York 
City Council, which should 
take place in the next two 
to four months.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
the vote was a long time 
coming and he did not ex-
pect any opposition in the 
Council to the approval.

Though the LPC does 
not need the blessing of the 
Council to designate land-
marks, the Council will 
vote on whether it wants 
to change the LPC’s desig-
nation. However, on land-
marking votes like this, 
the Council tends to uni-
formly vote in step with 
the Council member who 
represents the area where 
the potential landmarked 
building is, according to 

Lionel Morales, Vallone’s 
director of communica-
tions. 

Vallone represents 
the area that includes the 
Bell and Ahles House and 
joined with Community 
Board 11 to support the 
landmarking, which likely 
assures its passage in the 
Council.

“It was good to see the 
commissioner took our 
recommendations, and it’s 
good to see the community 
board’s wishes being up-
held” he said. “To preserve 
a piece of our own Bayside 
history is a great win for 
the whole community.”

The house was built by 
Robert Bell as a gift for 
his daughter Lydia and 
her husband William in 
1873, according to the His-
toric District Council’s 
informational page on the 
house. It is considered to 
be one of the oldest homes 
still standing in the Bay-
side area. The house first 
became considered for 
landmarking in 2009 af-
ter a seven-year push by 
former City Councilman 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and community preserva-
tionists to advocate for the 
designation. Avella, now 
a state senator represent-

ing the area, released a 
statement shortly after the 
news lauding the decision.

“I personally submitted 
the designation request for 
the Ahles House during 
my tenure in the New York 
City Council to preserve 
the beautiful 19th century 
home,” he said. “The prop-
erty is one of the oldest re-
maining homes in Bayside 
and links the community 
to its rich past.“

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 an-
nounced the MTA is consid-
ering making changes to the 
Q65 bus route, which travels 
from College Point to Jamai-
ca, at its monthly board meet-
ing Monday night. 

Warren Schreiber, chair-
man of CB7’s aviation and 
transit committees, said the 
Transit Committee met Feb. 
18 to discuss the MTA’s pro-
posed changes to the Q65 bus 
route. The changes will go 
into effect in June. 

The Q65 route starts at 
the terminal on 110th Street 
and 14th Avenue in College 
Point and ends at Sutphin 
Boulevard and 94th Avenue 
under the Jamaica terminal 
for the LIRR station and the 
Airtrain JFK. 

Schreiber said the MTA 
wants to use 14th Avenue 
instead of 14th Road because 
14th Avenue is wider and 
would eliminate two bus 
turns, improve reliability 
and decrease the need for de-
tours. He also said that in 
Flushing, the Q65 will be 
rerouted from Bowne Street 
to Parsons Boulevard, a rec-
ommendation that came out 
of the Northeast Queens Bus 
Study funded by state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

“The MTA said that they 
only make recommenda-
tions to DOT and they’re 
hopeful that DOT will fol-
low their recommendation 
and restore parking (on 14th 
Road),” Schreiber said.  

He said the MTA will do 

whatever it believes is neces-
sary and that the agency only 
approached CB7 because it is 
a requirement to do so.

“They came to us because 
they have to,” he said. 

An MTA spokeswoman 
said the agency agreed to 
modify the travel path of the 
Q65 in Flushing to provide 
more reliable all-day ser-
vice on Parsons Boulevard 
alongside the part-time Q26 
in response to the findings of 
Avella’s bus study.

The spokeswoman said 
the changes are not finalized 
at this time and that the agen-
cy is in the planning process 
and will continue to work 
with community members. 

A map highlighting the Q65 bus 
route.  Queens Bus Schedules

The Lydia Ann Bell and William J. Ahles House in Bayside is virtually assured to get land-
marking status after a positive decision by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

MTA weighs changes 
to reroute Q65 busline 

City landmarks home
Vote ensures Bayside’s Bell House will be preserved

A map highlighting the Q65 bus 
route.  Queens Bus Schedules
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L & M Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruises
Want to go on a cruise? 
We can book you on voyages offered by all cruise lines.

Vacation Packages
We sell domestic and international air & land packages.

Group Discounts & Free Transfers
Travel Insurance    Gift Certificate

Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!
Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises & Vacation Package

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 6
Come See The USA & Canada With Us

5% off

 Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
 Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

Buy 5 
Get 1 FREE 
on selected 
day trips
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time,” she said.
The very next day, state 

Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli released an audit 
that accused the MTA of us-
ing “questionable math” to 
calculate wait assessments 
that measures the train’s 
ability to meet goals for the 
length time between trains. 
Subway wait times are lon-
ger despite the transit sys-
tem saying otherwise, the 
audit concludes.

“The MTA is very clear 
that it considers its wait 
time assessment to be its 
most important measure-
ment of the reliability of 
subway service and riders’ 
experience,” DiNapoli said. 
“It turns out the way Tran-
sit calculates this measure-
ment obscures the reality of 
straphangers’ wait times. 
New York’s subway riders 
deserve better.”

The comptroller said the 
MTA’s measurement may 
make subway performance 
appear better than it is in 
reality because the agen-
cy’s wait time score gives 
efficient shuttle train lines    
the same value as a bigger 
line. Not only has service 
deteriorated on three quar-
ters of the MTA’s 21 major 
lines, including the 7, A, 
J, Z, M, N and Q lines in 
Queens, but just five lines 
showed improvement, ac-
cording to the comptroller.

The MTA released a 
statement saying the comp-
troller’s audit includes 
misunderstandings, misin-
terpretations and outright 
misrepresentations of how 

the agency is meeting the 
challenges of carrying 
more than 6 million cus-
tomers on its busiest days. 
The audit is also “bereft 
of any substantive sugges-
tions to make life better” 
for subway customers, the 
agency said.

“Contrary to the au-
dit’s claims, the MTA has 
launched robust efforts 
to analyze and attack the 
root causes of delays, from 
increasing preventative 
track surveys and mainte-
nance and deploying rapid 
response teams and addi-
tional staff on platforms,” 
the MTA said.

With subway ridership 
setting modern records 
almost every month, the 
MTA’s 2015 to 2019 Capital 
Program provides a criti-
cal resource to improve 
wait assessment by reduc-

ing disruptions, improving 
infrastructure and increas-
ing the number of subway 
trains with the installation 
of a modern signal system 
which allows trains to run 
more closely together. 

The agency said new 
R211 subway cars with its 
“next-generation” technol-
ogy,  the replacement of old-
er tracks, switches, signals 
and other equipment will 
also help reduce the num-
ber of equipment failures.

“The MTA is committed 
to improving subway ser-
vice for our growing rider-
ship,” the MTA said. “The 
comptroller’s audit does 
nothing to help this effort.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The citywide program 
will supervise 3,000 de-
fendants who don’t pose a 
public safety risk. Each in-
dividual will receive phone 
calls or text message court 
reminders and be closely 
monitored by supervi-
sion providers such as The 
Criminal Justice Agency 
in Queens.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) intro-

duced similar legislation 
in Albany in October that 
would reform the monetary 
bail system.

“Our bail system is bro-
ken and in desperate need 
of reform to make it fair 
for everyone, regardless of 
economic status,” Gianaris 
said. “The expansion of a 
citywide supervised release 
program is a good step in 
the right direction.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the Council’s 
Courts & Legal Services 
Committee, also called it a 

step in the right direction.
“Supervised release 

recognizes that poor defen-
dants accused of low-level 
crimes do not need to be 
held in jail awaiting trial 
just because they can’t af-
ford bail,” he said. “It’s 
good to see this available 
now to defendants in every 
borough.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Continued from Page 1 

MTA

A state comptroller’s report is questioning the methods the MTA 
uses to gauge on-time performance. 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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9NBA star scores at leadership clinic in Corona 
BY MADINA TOURE

At a basketball clinic in 
Corona last weekend, two-
time NBA all-star Allan 
Houston spoke to students 
and parents about the im-
portance of believing in 
themselves as well as the 
fundamentals of the game.

The FISLL Leadership 
Development Workshop 
and Basketball Clinic, host-
ed by the Houston’s Legacy 
Foundation and the New 
York Knicks, was held at 
the Louis Armstrong Rec-
reational Center at Elmcor 
Youth & Adult Activities on 
108th Street and Northern 
Boulevard. The clinic was 
for youth between the ages 
of 10 and 18, as well as their 
mentors.

The program, created 
by Houston, centers on the 
core values of faith, integri-
ty, sacrifice, leadership and 
legacy, known collectively 
as FISLL. The workshop/
clinic focused on character 
building, goal setting, de-

veloping healthy mentor/
mentee relationships and 
the basics of basketball. 

Houston is currently 

the assistant general man-
ager for the New York 
Knicks and the general 
manager for the Knicks’ 

NBA Development Team, 
the Westchester Knicks. He 
was named “Father of the 
Year” by the National Fa-

therhood Initiative in 2007. 
“We have to try to send 

a different message to the 
youth we work with now,” 
he said. 

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz praised 
both the basketball play-
ers in attendance and the 
FISLL program. 

“It really shows that the 
kids today are the leaders 
of the future,” Katz said. 

State Assemblyman Jef-
frion Aubry (D-Corona) 
also made an appearance 
at the event. Felipe López, 
retired NBA player and for-
mer star for the St. John’s 
University Red Storm; pro-
ducer and rapper Kurtis 
Blow; and Queens native 
and New York Knicks for-
ward Kyle O’Quinn were 
also present. 

Houston asked mentors 
and mentees to participate 
in exercises that demon-
strated how to undertake 
different basketball shots 
as well as showing the im-
portance of teamwork. Dur-

ing the clinic, participants 
were broken up into groups 
and took part in exercises 
at different stations. 

There was one activity 
in which students and men-
tors were broken up in two 
groups and each team was 
asked to line up in order 
of smallest shoe size to the 
biggest shoe size without 
speaking to one another. 

South Jamaica resident 
Steve Leland, 48, who is a 
mentor to his son, James, 
13, said he wanted his son to 
experience the basketball 
clinic so that he can learn 
about core values such as 
sacrifice and integrity.

“We were basically just 
talking about this this 
morning,” Steve Leland 
said. 

James said the clinic 
taught him some important 
life skills. 

“I learned not just about 
becoming a better basket-
ball player but a better hu-
man being,” he said.

Retired NBA player Allan Houston playing with students during an exercise. 
Office of Borough President Melinda Katz/Clark Jones
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our communities... We hear 
talk of the large capital ex-
pense this would put on the 
city, but we have seen ad-
ditional precincts created 
in places like Staten Island 
and I believe southeast 
Queens deserves the same 
treatment.”

In 2007, in order to lower 
response times in Rosedale 
and South Springfield Gar-
dens neighborhoods, the 
105th created a satellite lo-
cation at 242-40 North Con-
duit Ave. with 40 personnel 
on staff. But Grodenchik 
and Richards are calling 
upon Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton to go the rest of 
the way in supplying a full 
staff with the resources to 
deliver adequate coverage 
to areas in need. 

In March, the satellite 
precinct was expanded 
to have 24-hour coverage 
with an additional 18 offi-
cers and two sergeants. But 
even with the expansion, 
Grodenchik was still vocal 

about his desire to estab-
lish a precinct independent 
of the 105th.

“We are pleased that the 
precinct has received these 
much-needed resources, 
and I have submitted a 
resolution at the Council 
calling on the police com-
missioner to create a new 
precinct by dividing the 
105th Police Precinct in to 
two separate precincts,” 
Grodenchik  said back in 
March.”  

Richards acknowledges 
the effort on the part of de 
Blasio and Bratton to ex-
tend the coverage of the 
105th Precinct, but said 
adequate law enforcement 
is still not reaching these 
communities. 

“I’d like to thank Mayor 
de Blasio and Commis-
sioner Bratton for granting 
additional resources to the 
105th Precinct Satellite, but 
we are still in need of a ful-
ly serviced  precinct in the 
Laurelton, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens com-
munities.”

Continued from Page 1 

Precinct
trying to do patrols more 
often but you can’t expect 
patrols at each park for 12 
hours every night.”

The solution, he be-
lieves, is to have the de-
partment’s Park Enforce-
ment Officers lock the 
gate to the playground 
each night at 9 p.m. 

“It’s a whole lot harder 
to climb a fence than it is 
to walk through an open 
front door,” Constan-
tinides said. “You can’t 
climb a pointed fence 
while holding a beer. It’s 
not just for Sean’s Place 
but every children’s play-
ground citywide as a mat-
ter of policy.”

He hopes to introduce 
the bill in the near future 
and stressed that it is only 
aimed at children’s play-
grounds and not parks.

Meanwhile, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski Tuesday to 

announce $4.5 million in 
capital funding to upgrade 
Dutch Kills Playground 
located at 36th Avenue be-
tween Crescent and 28th 
streets. The space is adja-
cent to PS 112 and used by 
students of IS 204 and the 
Baccalaureate School as 
well.

“This park is a hub of 
the Dutch Kills commu-
nity,” Van Bramer said. 
“Our children come to 
this playground every 
day, and they deserve a 
modern, up-to-date park 
to use during recess, gym 
class, and with their fami-
lies and neighbors on the 
weekends. Our parks and 
public spaces are an inte-
gral part of the fabric of 
our communities.”

The park’s first reno-
vation in 20 years will in-
clude a reconstruction of 
the playground and com-
fort station. The infusion 
of funding will make the 
community hub a more 
modern and inviting pub-
lic space, Van Bramer 
said.

“Dutch Kills Play-
ground is a popular 
recreation space for stu-

dents and families alike,” 
Queens Borough Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski said. “We 
look forward to hosting 
a community visioning 
session next week, where 
participants will be able 
to re-imagine this neigh-
borhood amenity and pro-
vide input on the upcom-
ing renovations.”

The meeting to gather 

ideas on the park’s rede-
sign will take place Mon-
day night at PS 112 begin-
ning at 6 p.m. The school is 
located at 25-05 37th Ave.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Parks

Councilman Costa Constantinides is prosposing a new law to re-
quire the Parks Department to lock up vulnerable playgrounds 
at night. 
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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