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BY BILL PARRY

The Pepsi-Cola sign that 
stands on the East River wa-
terfront at the north end of 
Gantry Plaza State Park is 
now a city landmark. The sign 
had been under consideration 
by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission since 1988 
years and Tuesday it was des-
ignated by a unanimous vote.

The LPC called the sign 
“one of the most iconic fea-
tures of the New York City wa-
terfront, and an irreplaceable 
piece of the urban landscape, 
representing commercial 
advertising and American 
industry.” The decision had 
been expected since February 
when the LPC held hearings 
on 100 properties citywide 
that had been calendared for 
decades.

“It’s one of the most notable 
icons in Queens, and although 
it enjoys many protections, it 

is really most appropriate that 
it also becomes a New York 
City Landmark,” LPC Com-
missioner Diana Chapin said. 
“This will celebrate its pres-
ence as an important piece, 
not only of New York City, but 
of national, corporate and in-
dividual history.”

Changes in the zoning code 
in the latter half of the 20th 
century and early 21st century 
have contributed to a reduc-
tion in the number of large, 
illuminated signs, which once 
crowned the factories and 
warehouses of many of Long 
Island City’s most prominent 
companies.

“I’m pleased and proud that 
the LPC has listened to our 
community’s requests and rec-
ognized the Pepsi-Cola sign as 
the New York City landmark 
that it is,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Plans to co-locate a new 

charter high school in a 
Queens Village building al-
ready housing a public middle 
school is facing sharp criti-
cism from parents and elected 
officials as the city’s Panel for 
Educational Policy prepares 
to vote on the proposal.

Janice Berry, the PTA 
president for Intermediate 
School 109 in Queens Village, 
was joined at a news confer-
ence April 7 at the school by 
City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) to protest a co-lo-
cation with Humanities IV, a 
new charter school developed 
by New Visions for Public 
Schools. 

“Our main concern first 
and foremost is the safety of 
the younger children mixing 
with the high school,” Berry 
said in a telephone interview 
after the conference. “We’re 
concerned this is going to hurt 
enrollment in September.”

Co-location is when the 
DOE places two or more 
schools together in a single 
facility or campus. Often the 
city intends to fill underuti-
lized space in schools or offer 
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MOSEY UP TO THE BARRE
One Saturday a year, the School of American Ballet holds open 
auditions for children in Queens — and the other boroughs — 
looking for dancers with the right stuff for the New York City 
Ballet. Some 90 youngsters tackled the barre at the Frank 
Sinatra High School in Astoria.  Photo by Michael Shain

Pepsi sign is
fi nally named
city landmark

Parents rally
to stop plans  
for charter

Fifth Avenue @ 45th street
New York City

see pg.7 for details
-FREE GIFT-

Van Bramer hails decision on icon
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A group of about 40 people 
learned about self-defense 
tactics at an event held to 
help educate the community 
about the dangers of sexual 
assault. The evening was part 
of Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month.

The event was organized 
and sponsored by state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-Rochdale 
Village) and took place 
April 5 at Praise Tabernacle 
Church in Jamaica. The eve-
ning included presentations 
by an officer from the NYPD 
Special Victims Division, a 
social worker from the NYC 
Alliance Against Sexual As-
sault and the president of 
Recoveries R Us, a program 
located in Inwood. 

At the event, Sanders 
stressed that sexual assault 
incidents were both extraor-
dinarily damaging  and too 
frequent.

“Sexual assault is a seri-
ous crime that affects the 
physical and emotional well-

being of survivors long after 
the attack is over,” Sanders 
said. “We are here today to 
raise awareness of this type 
of violence and do our part 
to educate as many people as 
we can in an effort to prevent 
future incidents from occur-
ring and to encourage those 
who have been victimized to 
seek help.”

Avi Avramcheyiv, the 
founder of the NY Self-De-
fense Academy, previously 
worked as an instructor in 
hand-to-hand combat in the 
Israeli Defense Force. His 
experiential tutorial showed 
the audience that they might 
be able to fight off an attacker 
who is wielding a knife or a 
gun, even if they do not have 
a weapon themselves.

“It’s very simple to defend 
yourself,” he said during the 
presentation. “All you need 
are a pair of hands, a pair of 
legs, fingernails, teeth and 
you’re fine.”

Other speakers spoke 
about the medical and legal 
rights that individuals have 
if they are the victims of sex-
ual assault. 

Melissa Saravia, a regis-
tered physician assistant at 
Jamaica Hospital, told the 
audience that sexual assault 
victims would have private 
areas in the emergency room 
to ensure confidentiality and 
Kirlyn Joseph, an attorney 
at Queens Law Associates, 
said a public statement from 
a victim at a trial could have 
a seismic impact on the court 
proceedings.

“Some of the most compel-
ling words can come from the 
survivor if they are able to 
speak to the court and share 
with the court the trauma 
they have endured, and that 
will greatly affect the sen-
tence,” he said. “It’s even im-
pactful in cases that end in a 
plea.” 
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BY BILL PARRY

Speed cameras have been 
critiqued and criticized as a 
cash grab for the city, accord-
ing to state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst). But he says 
they work and he wants more 
of them to save children from 
injury and counter the city’s 
epidemic of hit-and-run colli-
sions.

“Our children need and 
deserve safer streets,” Peralta 
said. “We must ensure we put 
all the mechanisms in place to 
make sure people drive at safe 
speeds, at slower speeds.”

Peralta and state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker 
(D-East Elmhurst) unveiled 
three pieces of legislation last 
week that would crack down 
on speeding drivers in an ef-
fort to reduce traffic injuries 
and fatalities ciywide.

The proposals would 
eliminate time restrictions 
on school speed cameras, ex-
pand the program to all school 
zones in the city and suspend 
the registration of a vehicle 
after five traffic camera viola-
tions. The use of these speed 
monitoring devices currently 
is limited to one hour before 
school starts to an hour after 
the school day ends.

“Clearly, installing speed 
cameras in school zones has 
been a successful initiative 
and to make it even more effec-
tive we should do away with 
these senseless restrictions 
on times of operation and the 
nuber of cameras that may be 
in use,” Peralta said. “Acci-
dents, especially preventable 
accidents, can occur at any 
time of the day, any day of the 
week. Speeding is one of the 
leading factors in many fatal 
and serious accidents, so let’s 
make sure we do everything 
we can to deter drivers from 
speeding, especially in school 
areas. This new legislation 

would make streets safer for 
our kids and all pedestrians in 
general.”

Since 140 speed cameras 
were installed in school zones 
beginning in 2014, 945,000 
speed violation tickets were 
issued by September 2015. City 
Department of Transportation 
statistics show that at first 
each speed camera issued an 
average of 192 violations per 
day. By September 2015 the 
number decreased to an aver-
age of 69 summonses per day, 
or a 60 percent drop.

“Just by looking at the num-
ber of tickets issued, we can 
see that drivers are speeding 
less and less in areas where 
cameras are installed,” Per-
alta said. When the state Leg-
islature authorized the use of 
speed cameras in 2013, it es-
tablished a 2018 end date to the 
pilot program. Under Peralta 
and DenDekker’s measures, 
the program to improve pe-
destrian safety would be made 
permanent.

In a separate bill sponsored 
by DenDekker, if a vehicle has 
five traffic violations in one 
year, the owner of the vehicle 
will have its registration sus-
pended for six months. When 
a speed camera issues a sum-

mons, the owner of the vehicle 
receives a $50 ticket in the 
mail.

“The speed cameras are 
working, but nobody is held 
accountable because the cam-
era can’t tell who was driving 
that car,” DenDekker said. “If 
you allow someone to drive 
your car dangerously, then 
we’ll take your car away for 
six months if that car has five 
traffic camera violations in 
one year.”

Peralta hopes all three bills 
will pass by the end of the leg-
islative session June 16. Cris-
tina Furlong, co-founder of 
Make Queens Safer, supports 
each measure and wants the 
program expanded citywide.

“Speeding is the leading 
cause of traffic deaths in New 
York, and if we have a way to 
deter people from speeding in 
our neighborhood, it must be 
enacted,” she said. “Traffic 
safety cameras have reduced 
speeding by 60 percent in 
school zones where they have 
been installed, but 93 percent 
of schools in the city still lack 
them. Every child deserves 
the protection that these cam-
eras provide for a safer trip to 
school.”

Instructors offer tips 
in self-defense moves 

Speed cameras work
Peralta, DenDekker call for expansion of program

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c) and Assemblyman Michael DenDekker unveil 
legislation to crack down on safe driving calling for more speed cameras 
in school zones. Photo by Bill Parry

Sharice Richards of South Ozone 
Park (l) learns more self-defense 
tactics from Avramcheyiv. 

Photo courtesy Sen. James Sanders
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BY BILL PARRY
 
After receiving increased 

complaints from constituents 
in recent weeks about broken 
beer bottles, drug parapher-
nalia and used condoms found 
each morning at an Astoria 
playground, City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) is planning to draft legis-
lation that would require the 
Parks Department to secure 
playgrounds at night. 

He said the issue of illegal 
and inappropriate activities is 
an ongoing problem at Sean’s 
Place, a gated playground on 
38th Street between Broadway 
and 31st Street. 

“It is a consistent problem 
at night with young adults 
entering the playground after 
hours,” Constantinides said. 
“Playgrounds are for children 
and parents have the right to 
know their children can play 
safely each morning. It’s sim-
ply not feasible to expect the 
Park Department to get out 
there and clean it each morn-

ing before 8 a.m. The 114th Pre-
cinct has been trying to do pa-
trols more often but you can’t 
expect patrols at each park for 
12 hours every night.”

The solution, he believes, is 
to have the department’s Park 
Enforcement Officers lock the 
gate to the playground each 
night at 9 p.m. 

“It’s a whole lot harder to 
climb a fence than it is to walk 
through an open front door,” 
Constantinides said. “You 
can’t climb a pointed fence 
while holding a beer. It’s not 
just for Sean’s Place but every 
children’s playground city-
wide as a matter of policy.”

He hopes to introduce the 
bill in the near future and 
stressed that it is only aimed 
at children’s playgrounds and 
not parks.

Meanwhile, City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) joined Queens 
Parks Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski Tuesday to an-
nounce $4.5 million in capi-
tal funding to upgrade Dutch 

Kills Playground located at 
36th Avenue between Crescent 
and 28th streets. The space is 
adjacent to PS 112 and used by 
students of IS 204 and the Bac-
calaureate School as well.

“This park is a hub of the 

Dutch Kills community,” Van 
Bramer said. “Our children 
come to this playground ev-
ery day, and they deserve a 
modern, up-to-date park to use 
during recess, gym class, and 
with their families and neigh-

bors on the weekends. Our 
parks and public spaces are 
an integral part of the fabric of 
our communities.”

The park’s first renovation 
in 20 years will include a re-
construction of the playground 
and comfort station. The infu-
sion of funding will make the 
community hub a more mod-
ern and inviting public space, 
Van Bramer said.

“Dutch Kills Playground is 
a popular recreation space for 
students and families alike,” 
Queens Borough Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski said. “We look forward 
to hosting a community vision-
ing session next week, where 
participants will be able to 
re-imagine this neighborhood 
amenity and provide input on 
the upcoming renovations.”

The meeting to gather 
ideas on the park’s redesign 
will take place Monday night 
at PS 112 beginning at 6 p.m. 
The school is located at 25-05 
37th Ave.

Councilman Costa Constantinides is proposing a new law to require 
the Parks Department to lock up vulnerable playgrounds at night. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Costa wants playgrounds locked every night
Van Bramer allocates $4.5 million in funding for reconstruction of park in Dutch Kills
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BY MADINA TOURE

Former President Bill 
Clinton and Queens elected 
officials described his wife, 
Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton, as a 
strong advocate for minori-
ties at an organizing event in 
downtown Flushing Tuesday 
morning. 

Clinton, along with Hil-
lary for New York, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Is-
landers for Hillary and U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) hosted the event at Mu-
dan Banquet Hall at 136-17 
39th Ave. 

Clinton said that when 
he was president, there were 
$800 billion in small business 
loans available in the United 
States through the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act and 
that women and minorities 
were given more loans. 

“We doubled the number 
of small business loans to 
women and to minorities...
that’s what Hillary wants to 
do again,” he said.

Meng, who introduced 
Clinton, praised Hillary for 
her work in the international 
community and her commit-
ment to both human rights 
and women’s rights.

“As a mom, as former first 
lady, as senator from this 
great state of New York, as 
secretary of state and as a 
lawyer and activist, Hillary 
Clinton has always fought for 
the rights and interests of ev-
ery person in this room,” she 
said. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) described 
Clinton as the best advocate 
for the Asian-American com-
munity, which he said has 
suffered from stereotypes 

BY MADINA TOURE

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(D-Vt.) stressed his strong 
New York roots and expressed 
confidence about the strength 
of his campaign at a rally in 
Long Island City last week-
end. 

Speaking before support-
ers from the five boroughs at 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege’s Performing Arts Center 
at 31-10 Thomson Ave. on April 
9, Sanders joked that Queens 
residents “see Brooklyn as a 
foreign nation” but stressed 
his personal connection to the 
city.

“I think we have a person-
al advantage here,” Sanders 
said. “I was born and raised in 
Brooklyn.” 

 He claimed to lead Republi-
can presidential front-runner 
Donald Trump, citing his edge 

as a sign of his campaign’s 
uniqueness. 

“We are making a whole 
lot of progress and I think 
the reason is that we’re doing 
something pretty unusual in 

a campaign,” he said. “No. 1 
we are telling the American 
people the truth and No. 2, as 
part of the truth, we are rais-
ing issues that are not always 
pleasant but have to be dealt 
with.”

He contended Clinton’s sup-
porters are becoming anxious 
because he has won seven out 
of the last eight Democratic 
primaries and was ahead in 
Wyoming. He has since won 
the Wyoming caucus. 

“What has been happening 
in this campaign is that we 
began, according to the media 
and the experts, as a fringe 
candidacy and it had a lot to do 
with the views we were bring-
ing forth and a lot of experts 
said, ‘Who in America would 
agree with Bernie Sanders 
that we need a political revo-
lution?’” he said. “Well, it 

BY BILL PARRY

Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton vis-
ited the Jackson Diner in Jack-
son Heights Monday to discuss 
diversity and discrimination 
with residents and elected of-
ficials.

After walking through the 
oldest Indian restaurant in the 
neighborhood, shaking hands 
and posing for photos, Clinton 
hammered Republican front-
runner Donald Trump for 
“potentially undermining the 
safety of our people” with his 
dangerous and divisive lan-
guage towards Muslims. 

“People around the world, 
as well as our country, are 
hearing this and they’re won-
dering what’s happening in 
America?” she said. “When 
you run for president, the en-
tire world hears you.”

Clinton also took Trump 
to task for his degrading com-
ments about women and mi-
norities. The former secretary 
of state sat alongside U.S. Rep. 

Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who spoke of the 
diverse crowd representing 
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, 
Afghanistan, Indonesia and 
Nepal.

“Folks here know what 
it’s like to be discriminated 
against,” he said. Clinton then 
remarked that the borough is 
the most diverse county in the 
world, but that Queens native 
Trump does not seem to re-
spect diversity.

“I have been speaking 
out against Trump and I will 
continue to speak out against 
him,” Clinton said, turning 
her attention to Democratic 
rival Bernie Sanders, her op-
ponent in Tuesday’s New York 
primary.

“Under the bright lights 
and scrutiny here in New 
York, Sen. Sanders has had 
trouble answering questions” 
on how he would deal with 
the banks and how he would 
approach foreign policy. She 
later said she has the best poli-
cies to keep “Wall Street from 

wrecking Main Street” again.
Asked about her focus on 

both Trump and Sanders, 
Clinton said, “I think I can 
walk and chew gum at the 
same time.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz, City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Assembly-
man Michael DenDekker (D-
East Elmhurst) were among 

the Queens officials who met 
with the candidate.

“It was wonderful to have 
our future president in the dis-
trict, carefully listening to the 
issues that matter to the com-
munity,” state Sen. Jose Peral-
ta (D-East Elmhurst) said after 
the meeting. “Hillary Clinton 
was very attentive to what our 
constituents told her. She was 
preoccupied with issues affect-
ing small businesses, immi-
grants, the Dream Act, which 
she expressed support for.”

Katz said if Clinton want-
ed to showcase diversity, she 
came to the right neighbor-
hood. There are 167 languages 
spoken in Jackson Heights.

“The community welcomed 
her with open arms,” Katz 
said. “She’s been here before 
as a candidate for the Senate 
and as first lady, so in a sense 
it’s as if she came home.”

Crowley hosted Clinton at 
the Jackson Diner during her 
Senate campaign in 1999.

“Secretary Clinton is some

Bernie Sanders (c) with his 
wife Jane enter the LaGuardia 
Performing Arts Center to speak 
to supporters Saturday.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Clinton campaign visits Jax Hgts
Ex-secretary of state discusses diversity with South Asians while taking shots at Trump

Bernie touts his progress 
at Long Island City rally 

Bill Clinton campaigns 
for Hillary in Flushing 

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26 Continued on Page 26

At the Jackson Diner neighborhood landmark in Jackson Heights, 
Hillary Clinton meets supporters with U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley. 

Photo by Seth Wenig/AP

ELECTIONS 2016
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The average New York 

City police precinct covers a 
population of about 100,000. 
The 105th, however, is spread 
far too thin with more than 
188,000 residents. 

The precinct, which runs 
from Glen Oaks and North 
Shore Towers in the north 
to Kennedy Airport through 
Queens Village and Laurelton, 
is known to have the slowest 
911 response times in com-
parison to its neighboring pre-
cincts in eastern Queens. 

Facing repeated calls from 
the communities it serves for 
quicker response times, City 
Councilmen Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) have introduced a 

resolution to create a new pre-
cinct called the 116th within 
the area.

The battle to open a new 
precinct along the border of 
eastern Queens is nothing 
new. The communities served 
by the 105th have been push-
ing for better law enforcement 
across their neighborhoods 
since 1977. The new resolu-
tion by council members is in 

keeping with Richards’ State 
of the District address Feb. 11, 
in which he outlined the long-
time need for the creation of 
the 116th Precinct.

“One of the biggest issues 
our community faces is public 
safety. Every year it is an im-
portant issue for my office, but 
this year we have made seeing 
the 116th Precinct coming to 
fruition our No. 1 priority,” he 
said in his address. “This is 
unfair to our communities and 
it is unfair to the officers who 
are tasked with protecting our 
communities... We hear talk of 
the large capital expense this 
would put on the city, but we 
have seen additional precincts 
created in places like Staten 
Island and I believe southeast 
Queens deserves the same 

BY BILL PARRY

When the president of 
MTA New York City Transit 
took part in a town hall meet-
ing on the beleaguered No. 
7 subway line in Sunnyside 
last week, she came armed 
with some statistics on strap-
hanger wait times. Vero-
nique Hakim said during the 
evening rush there is a No. 7 
train every 2.2 minutes.

“We hit that schedule 
about 75 percent of the time,” 
she said.

The very next day, state 
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli released an audit that 
accused the MTA of using 
“questionable math” to cal-
culate wait assessments that 
measures the train’s ability 
to meet goals for the length 
time between trains. Subway 
wait times are longer despite 
the transit system saying oth-
erwise, the audit concludes.

“The MTA is very clear 
that it considers its wait time 
assessment to be its most im-
portant measurement of the 
reliability of subway service 
and riders’ experience,” Di-
Napoli said. “It turns out the 
way Transit calculates this 
measurement obscures the 
reality of straphangers’ wait 
times. New York’s subway 
riders deserve better.”

The comptroller said the 
MTA’s measurement may 
make subway performance 
appear better than it is in 
reality because the agency’s 
wait time score gives effi-
cient shuttle train lines    the 
same value as a bigger line. 
Not only has service deterio-
rated on three quarters of the 
MTA’s 21 major lines, includ-
ing the 7, A, J, Z, M, N and Q 
lines in Queens, but just five 
lines showed improvement, 

according to the comptroller.
The MTA released a 

statement saying the comp-
troller’s audit includes 
misunderstandings, misin-
terpretations and outright 
misrepresentations of how 
the agency is meeting the 
challenges of carrying more 
than 6 million customers on 
its busiest days. The audit is 
also “bereft of any substan-
tive suggestions to make life 
better” for subway custom-
ers, the agency said.

“Contrary to the au-
dit’s claims, the MTA has 
launched robust efforts to 
analyze and attack the root 
causes of delays, from in-
creasing preventative track 
surveys and maintenance 
and deploying rapid response 
teams and additional staff on 
platforms,” the MTA said.

With subway ridership 
setting modern records al-
most every month, the MTA’s 
2015 to 2019 Capital Program 
provides a critical resource 
to improve wait assessment 
by reducing disruptions, im-
proving infrastructure and 
increasing the number of 
subway trains with the in-
stallation of a modern signal 
system which allows trains 
to run more closely together. 

The agency said new R211 
subway cars with its “next-
generation” technology,  the 
replacement of older tracks, 
switches, signals and other 
equipment will also help 
reduce the number of equip-
ment failures.

“The MTA is committed 
to improving subway service 
for our growing ridership,” 
the MTA said. “The comp-
troller’s audit does nothing to 
help this effort.”

The 105th Police Precinct serves 
a population of up to 188,000 
 people. 

A state comptroller’s report is questioning the methods the MTA uses 
to gauge on-time performance. Photo courtesy Paul Lozito  

MTA slams DiNapoli
on wait time critique

Move to split 105th explored

Get out of jail free?
City expands bail alternative program at Rikers

Continued on Page 41

BY BILL PARRY

The city rolled out a $17.8 million expansion 
of the supervised release program for low-risk 
offenders last Friday which allows them to stay 
at home and continue working as they await 
trial. The supervisory program, which has 
been operating in Queens since 2009, enables 
judges to offer an alternative to cash bail and 
reduce the prison population on Rikers Island.

“No one should be in jail simply because 
they are unable to pay bail,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. “We are taking steps to ensure that 
people who can safely be supervised in the 
community are able to stay there, regardless of 
the size of their bank accounts.”

The citywide program will supervise 3,000 
defendants who don’t pose a public safety risk. 
Each individual will receive phone calls or text 
message court reminders and be closely moni-
tored by supervision providers such as The 

Criminal Justice Agency in Queens.
State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 

introduced similar legislation in Albany in 
October that would reform the monetary bail 
system.

“Our bail system is broken and in desper-
ate need of reform to make it fair for everyone, 
regardless of economic status,” Gianaris said. 
“The expansion of a citywide supervised re-
lease program is a good step in the right direc-
tion.”

City Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest), the chairman of the Council’s Courts & 
Legal Services Committee, also called it a step 
in the right direction.

“Supervised release recognizes that poor 
defendants accused of low-level crimes do not 
need to be held in jail awaiting trial just be-
cause they can’t afford bail,” he said. “It’s good 
to see this available now to defendants in every 
borough.”

Mayor de Blasio launches a new way to cut down on unnecessary jail time with reform to the current bail sys-
tem. Yelp
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BY MARK HALLUM

TimesLedger Newspapers received 
recognition at the New York Press As-
sociation 2015 Better Newspaper Con-
test last weekend for best newspaper, 
editorial page, sports coverage and 
feature story. 

The trade association for weekly 
newspapers and small dailies from 
across New York state received 2,836 
entries from 177 newpapers for the con-
test.

From profiling community figures 
to extensive coverage of terrorist cases 
in Queens, the TimesLedger and Bay-
side Times made an impression on the 
judges, who decided the awards that 
were handed out at the spring conven-
tion in Saratoga Springs. 

The TimesLedger earned second 
place for best newspaper in the Past 
Presidents’ Award for General Excel-
lence for editorial, cartoon, and letters 
as well as photo captions in the largest 
circulation division. The Mets story 
package stood out to judges as well 
as the arts section. Strong headlines, 
newswriting, and community connec-
tion were cited. Ads also drew kudos 
from the judges.

Editor Roz Liston and Copy/Produc-
tion Editor Steven Barnes won third 
place for the Bayside Times for Best 
Editorial Page. Topics included the 
arrests of elected officials for misuse 
of taxpayer money and a “respectful 
homage” to longtime community activ-
ist Frank Skala and TimesLedger col-
umnist Ken Kowald, who had recently 
died. Some of the judges’ commentary 
read, “Hard-hitting editorials, no 
punches pulled here... Good variety of 
intelligent columns.”

For Sports Coverage, honorable 
mention went to Sports Editor Joe 

Staszewski for the Bayside Times. His 
stories about the St. John’s University 
baseball team’s championship game 
and the Bayside girls’ softball team 
coach Steve Piorkowski were narrowly 
edged out by the competition.

Reporter Bill Parry received hon-
orable mention for his feature story 
on Cadillac Man, Queens’ best known 
homeless veterans. Cadillac Man had 
moved from the streets to his first one- 
bedroom apartment in 21 years. The 
judges wrote that it was a “nice profile 
of an interesting character, to say the 
least. Telling quotes, good anecdotes, 
solid story structure.”

The TimesLedger is part of Com-
munity News Group, which owns a 
large chain of weekly newspapers in 
Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan and the 
Bronx. 

The TimesLedger takes second place in its 
division for the New York Press Association's 
Past Presidents' Award.

TimesLedger earns 
NY Press awards

FIRST 
    PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
 IN JAMAICA

354 YEARS BY FAITH  

Celebrate Worship....Sunday 8:00 am | Worship...10:00 am
Prayer Service....Tuesday 7:00 pm 

Refuel Worship Service...Wednesday 12:00 noon

89-60 164th St.  Jamaica, NY 11432 | (718) 526-4775
http://www.firstchurchjamaica.org

“Our calling & legacy is to welcome all 
God’s children & transform lives.”

Reaching others for Christ. Developing believers in Christ.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A few months ago, Wendy 
Phaff, the assistant director 
of development at the Queens 
Center for Progress in Ja-
maica, became interested in 
helping someone at the center 
train to participate in a New 
York City marathon. The cen-
ter assists people with devel-
opmental disabilities, so she 
called Achilles International, 
which helps individuals with 
disabilities to prepare for run-
ning events. 

She hoped to learn more 
about Achilles workouts in 
Queens, but discovered that 
there was not a Queens chap-
ter of the organization. She 
decided to work on changing 
that.

“I feel like Queens is a big 
borough,” she said about her 
role as co-president of Achilles 
International’s first Queens 
chapter, which held its first 
workout March 6. “And there’s 
a lot of people with disabilities 
who can benefit.”

The Achilles Track Club 
began in 1983. Dick Traum, 
the first amputee to complete 
the New York City Marathon, 
founded the organization and 
its first international chapter 
began two years later in New 
Zealand. There are two week-

ly workouts in Central Park, 
one in Washington Square 
Park in Manhattan and one 
in Prospect Park in Brooklyn, 
but there were no workouts in 
Queens until the new chapter 
was established.

Though Phaff said that 
starting the chapter was a 
significant commitment, she 
nonetheless found it worth-
while in light of how running 
benefitted her. She recalled 

that she started running as a 
means to raise money, and it 
gradually became a more im-
portant part of her life.

“It starts out, when you’re 
running a fund-raiser, you’re 
running for people who can’t,” 
she said. “Now I want to make 
sure that people who can’t run, 
can.”

With the new chapter es-
tablished, Phaff and the other 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A representative for an or-
ganization supportive of char-
ter schools addressed District 
28’s Community Education 
Council  last week about the 
spate of violence and guns in 
the city’s public schools. 

The meeting came hours af-

ter 11 city families filed a law-
suit against the Department of 
Education, alleging that the 
city failed to protect students 
from violence and bullying.

“We’re not in a battle. We’re 
trying to figure out what to 
do in our schools,” Shamona 
Kirkland, the lead organizer at 
Families for Excellent Schools, 

said during the CEC’s monthly 
meeting at 90-27 Sutphin Blvd. 
in Jamaica. “Teachers can’t 
teach in a chaotic environ-
ment and students can’t learn 
in a violent environment.”

 District 28 covers schools 
in Jamaica, Forest Hills and 
Richmond Hill.

The suit was announced 

during a Families for Excel-
lent Schools rally held at City 
Hall April 7. The organiza-
tion alleged that the DOE in-
accurately reports decreases 
in school violence. State data 
indicates violent incidents in 
public schools are on the rise.

Last month, two students 
brought guns to District 28 

schools in Jamaica in separate 
incidents. On March 14, a stu-
dent smuggled a loaded 9mm 
pistol into Public School 40, 
and three days later, a student 
brought a loaded handgun into 
York Early College Academy. 
There were no injuries in ei-
ther incident.

BY MADINA TOURE

The city is planning to de-
molish a block of auto repair 
shops in Willets Point as part 
of the $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan.

The shops along 126th 
Street between Willets Point 
Boulevard and 38th Avenue 
are now behind a fence that 
went up last week, according 
to a spokesman for the city 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. 

No work is imminent, but 
the shops have since relocat-
ed to make way for the demo-
lition, the spokesman said. 

In 2015, the New York 
State Court of Appeals said it 
would hear an appeal by the 
developer, Queens Develop-
ment Group, after an appel-
late court ruled in July that 

the proposal could not pro-
ceed without legislative ap-
proval, since it was proposed 
that a megamall be built on 
parkland.

In December, the City 
Council voted 46-2 to pass a 
resolution allowing the Coun-
cil to issue an amicus brief in 
favor of the developer in the 
pending case. City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) and City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) vot-
ed against the resolution.

In 2013, the City Council 
had voted to approve the over-
all project by a vote of 42-3. 

The Willets West mall is 
part of the redevelopment 
of Willets Point into a new 
neighborhood with commer-
cial, retail and residential 
space.

The city will be demolishing shops that once inhabited 126th 
Street between Willets Point Boulevard and 38th Avenue.  

Photo by Madina Toure

The group of athletes and volunteers participating in the Achilles Queens 
chapter meet each Sunday in Flushing Meadows Corona Park for their 
workout. Photo courtesy of Achilles

Empty Willets shops 
to be torn down: city

District 28 parents concerned with school violence

Achilles opens chapter
Group helps disabled runners to train for marathons
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
At the second annual 

Black Lives Matter Summit 
at LaGuardia Community 
College, Rev. Al Sharpton and 
civil rights leader and anti-vi-
olence activist Tamika Mal-
lory shared their thoughts on 
the movement and race rela-
tions in the United States.

The daylong summit, held 
in the Mainstage Theater of 
the college at 31-10 Thomson 
Ave., touched on inequality 
faced by minorities in con-
temporary society. Discus-
sions centered on race, educa-
tion, police brutality, health 
and wellness.

Sharpton, founder and 
president of civil rights orga-
nization National Action Net-
work, reminded attendees of 
the Poor People’s Campaign, 
a national movement Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. started 
in 1968 that sought economic 
justice for poor individuals 
in the United States. 

As King was building the 
campaign, a labor strike took 
place in Memphis and he was 
able to attend and demon-
strate the parallel between 
the Poor People’s Campaign 
and the labor strike to get 
support for his campaign, 
Sharpton said.

But some younger, more 
radical attendees who at-
tacked him for being a non-
violent advocate started 
breaking windows and some-
one ended up getting killed, 
which prompted some people 
to accuse MLK of leading a 
riot, Sharpton continued. 
MLK went back to Memphis 
to prove that he could be the 
nonviolent advocate but he 
was assassinated there April 
4, 1968.

“I start with that story 
because 48 years later, we’re 
still dealing with the issue of 
economic failure, poor people 
not getting a fair share,” he 
said. “We’re still arguing 
about who’s the most mili-
tant, who’s the most radical 
and who’s not and still not fo-
cused on (the fact that) we can 
all have different tactics.”

“It doesn’t matter what 
route you choose if we’re all 
headed to the same place,” 
he continued. “In the middle 
of all of that arguing about 
whether King was a sellout...
they killed King.”

Sharpton also said al-
though he believes that all 
lives matter, not all lives have 
been treated the same way 
and that ahead of the April 19 
New York state primary, vot-
ers should focus on the candi-
date who is on the side of the 
black community.

“The only counsel I will 
give is decide what your 
goals are and agendas (are) 
and see who speaks to that 
agenda,” he said. “They keep 
asking me who am I going to 
endorse. I’m more concerned 
with who’s going to endorse 
us.”

Mallory, former executive 
director of the National Ac-
tion Network, gave the key-
note address. She said young 
activists should not be under-
estimated.

“There are lots of millen-
nial activists who are orga-
nizing, who are really sort of 
coming up and are really tak-
ing on the reins in the leader-
ship and so please do not let 
people tell you that we are not 
making major change across 
this nation and we will con-
tinue to do so,” she said.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced a comprehensive 
plan to deal with the city’s 
homeless crisis that will con-
solidate two agencies, a move 
that is expected to save $38 
million, according to Human 
Resources Administration 
Commissioner Steven Banks, 
who will lead the combined de-
partments. 

The savings were designed 
to go to streamlined services 
that would get the homeless off 
the street  and improve condi-
tions and safety at shelters.

Banks will be in charge of 
the agency, which integrates 
the Department of Homeless 
Services into the Human Re-
sources Administration. The 
implementation of the plan 
comes on the heels of a 90-day 
review of how the city deals 
with the nearly 58,000 men, 
women and children current-
ly in shelters and as many as 
4,000 chronic homeless indi-
viduals living on the streets.

“It’s time to bring new ap-
proaches and resources to 
keep vulnerable New Yorkers 
in their homes and help those 
in shelter find new permanent 
homes,” de Blasio said. “As a 
result of our 90-day review, 
we now have a comprehen-
sive plan, including signifi-
cant policy changes and both 
programmatic and structural 
reforms that will enable us to 
do just that. I urge the state, 
the providers, the advocates 
and homeless New Yorkers to 
join us in a new partnership 
to bring the homeless situa-
tion that has built up over the 
years under control.”

There are four key elements 
to the new plan — prevention, 
rehousing, street homeless-
ness outreach and improving 
shelter conditions — and a to-
tal of 46 individual systemic 
reforms. The administration’s 
commitment to provide decent 
living conditions, high-quality 
social services and enhanced 
security at shelters drew the 
support of one Queens’ law-
maker.

“Having the Pan American 
shelter in my district, I have 
seen the conditions families 
are forced to live in,” state Sen. 
Toby Ann Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) said. “These are people 
who are working hard to get 
back on their feet, but the ris-
ing rent costs and low pay have 

prevented them from doing so. 
But those living in shelters are 
not the only ones affected. The 
surrounding community is 
also impacted, a fact that can-
not be ignored. I have worked 
hard to ensure the residents 
and surrounding community 
needs are addressed and have 
long said changes at DHS are 
overdue.”

Stavisky said she was 
pleased to see prevention and 
greater access to affordable 
housing at the center of the 
plan as well as a stronger  line 
of communication between 
shelters and the NYPD.

The mayor unveiled the 
city’s plan at a press event in 
the Bronx Monday that got 
sidetracked when reporters 
put the focus on his defunct 
Campaign for One New York. 
The non-profit the mayor used 
to advance his political goals 
took hundreds of thousands 
in donations from developers 
that “were supporting pro-
gressive change” versus those 

aligned against his universal 
pre-K and affordable housing 
rezoning plan.    “Everything 
was very carefully and scrupu-
lously checked for consistency 
with city, state, and federal 
law for absolute consistency 
with any other standards that 
had to be held,” de Blasio said, 
The mayor went on to say that 
he would no longer respond to 
questions about U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara’s reported in-
vestigation into the matter nor 
had he heard from federal of-
ficials on the matter.

The mayor changed course 
telling reporters Wednesday 
that he asked a lawyer for his 
2013 campaign reach out to 
Bharara’s office and offer any 
assistance and “let them know 
we’re happy to work with them 
in any way that would be help-
ful.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Rev. Al Sharpton spoke about race relations in the 21st century 
during the second annual Black Lives Matter Summit at LaGuardia 
Community College Thursday.  Photo by Madina Toure

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky hopes the Mayor’s new homeless plan 
can improve conditions for residents at the Pan American hotel.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

De Blasio’s new plan
Consolidates two agencies to battle homeless crisis

Civil rights leaders 
talk race at summit
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POLICE 

Blotter

QUEENS VILLAGE — The police were searching for an individual in con-
nection with a spree of burglaries in Queens Village and Bellerose that have 
numbered more than 16 since late January.

The NYPD was asking for the public’s assistance in trying to identify the indi-
vidual responsible for the burglaries, along with a vehicle driven by the person. 

The police released a surveillance photo captured from the first incident, 
which took place Jan. 25. The suspect may be working alone or with others, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

On Jan. 25, at about 5:30 p.m., the suspect or suspects entered a home on 268th 
Street through a window, taking jewelry before fleeing. They repeated the pro-
cess almost a month later, on the afternoon of Feb. 20. In that incident, a house 
on 254th Street was entered through the rear window, and jewelry and money 
were removed. Another house on 265th Street was broken into later that eve-
ning. Five days later, the suspects entered a home on 266th Street but did not 
steal anything.

Five more incidents occurred between March 12 and March 18. Each time, 
the suspects entered through doors or windows and stole jewelry, watches, and 
in one instance, a camera.

In April, the spree has continued, with seven incidents reported so far this 
month. On one occasion that occurred some time between April 6 and April 11, 
the suspect or suspects entered a side window of a house on 256th Street and took 
money, jewelry, an IBM Thinkpad, a Samsung Tablet and a 37-inch Samsung 
television. In other instances, the thieves took handbags, iPads, laptops, pass-
ports and pocketbooks, as well as cash and jewelry.

The police asked anyone with information about the incidents, or the indi-
vidual and vehicle in question, to call the Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 (800)-577-
TIPS. Tips can also be submitted online at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

OZONE PARK — Two officers from 
the 113th Police Precinct were among 
five injured when their squad car col-
lided with a food delivery vehicle load-
ed with Little Debbie cupcakes. The 
roof had to be removed by emergency 
responders who transported the in-
jured to Jamaica Hospital. 

The collision happened Monday af-
ternoon in Ozone Park at 130th Avenue 

and Inwood Street.
The squad car sustained heavy 

damage to the front end. The delivery 
truck crashed into a parked car, send-
ing cupcakes all over the scene.

NYPD said that the police officers 
were in stable condition, but declined 
to comment any further on the event. 
The other three patients were also in 
stable condition. 

Cruiser hits bakery truck in Ozone Pk: NYPD

Cops seek suspect in eastern Queens rob spree
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Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event
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15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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943 Coney Island Ave.
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THIS WEEK – APRIL 18

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce BROOKLYN PAPER 
RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New 
York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntz man 
every Monday at 4:30 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

The NYPD is seeking more information about the individual pictured in connection with a 
string of burglaries that have plagued Queens residents this year.  NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

How would you feel if your 
child was not able to attend the el-
ementary school in his/her own 
neighborhood but instead had 
to be bused to an overcrowded 
school in another area?

For years, this has been the 
situation for the children living 
within walking distance of PS 
130, located on 42nd Avenue at 
Francis Lewis Blvd. on the Au-
burndale/Bayside border. The 
children are bused instead to 
three overcrowded elementary 
schools in District 26.

PS 130, in District 26, is pre-
dominantly used by District 25 
students, grades K to 3, most of 
whom are bused or transported 
to the school from distances far 
away. The school is a special one 
for science and technology. There 

is also a school on the first floor 
for special needs children.

The residents living around 
PS 130 have been advocating for 
years to have the school returned 
to the local community. The Au-
burndale Improvement Associa-
tion has been leading the fight, 
along with local residents, to 
return PS 130 to use by neighbor-
hood children.

A new elementary school is 
under construction on the former 
Keil property on 48th Avenue and 
211th Street. The decision to build 
a school there, right near PS 31 
and MS 158, was a very unpopu-
lar one. Despite community op-
position, the School Construction 
Authority and the Department of 
Education went ahead with the 
new building.  

On April 20, at 7 p.m., the Com-
munity District Education Coun-
cil 26 will hold a public hearing 
at MS 74, located at 61-15 Oceania 
St., Bayside. The purpose of the 
hearing is to get public reaction 
to the proposed new boundaries  
being set up to accommodate the 
new school  under construction.

The Auburndale Improvement 
Association feels that this is the 
perfect time to advocate for the 
return of PS 130 to the local com-
munity. Now is the moment for 
movement on this longstanding 
community issue.

Terri Pouymari, President
Henry Euler, First 

Vice  President 
Auburndale Improvement 

 Association, Inc.
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For the first time in years Queens matters in the 
presidential primaries.

In recent memory, New York City had been a 
foregone conclusion every four years when the big 
races rolled around. The favored Democrat blitzed 
the challengers and the Republicans’ small Queens 
numbers were barely a blip in the overall results.

But 2016 has ushered in a new era, thanks to the 
maverick candidacies of U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
and businessman Donald Trump, as more Queens 
residents tune into the unorthodox presidential poli-
tics. And the candidates have been compelled to drop 
in on Queens as the April 18 primary approaches.

Last Saturday Bernie—a Brooklyn native by way 
of Vermont—rolled into LaGuardia Community Col-
lege in Long Island City and joked that “Queens resi-
dents see Brooklyn as a foreign nation.”  He said his 
Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton, was becom-
ing nervous because he had just piled up an impres-
sive string of primary victories.

  As for Hillary, she visited Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral in Jamaica Sunday—a cordially required 
stop for Democratic White House hopefuls years—as 
her husband Bill stumped for her at the New York 
Hall of Science, touting her pro-immigration record.

 The next day she met supporters at the Jack-
son Diner in Jackson Heights, where she criticized 
Trump for “potentially undermining the safety of 
our people” with his divisive attacks on Muslims.

 As for Trump, he waxed poetic about his Queens 
roots despite not having held a campaign event—yet 
—in the borough. He told a Sunday rally in Bethpage, 
L.I. (across the border), “Driving over here I passed 
through Queens.  I love Queens, I grew up in Queens.”

 Last week he named two Queens Republicans to 
run his borough campaign, but the focus was on John 
Haggerty. A GOP operative who went to  jail for steal-
ing $750,000 from former Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
to buy his father’s house in Forest Hills, Haggerty 
was hired by Carl Paladino, the former gubernato-
rial candidate who is heading up Trump’s operation 
in the state. His role is not known.

 Haggerty and Trump were no-shows at the 
Queens County GOP’s annual dinner at Terrace on 
the Park Monday night, where Republican contender 
Ted Cruz’s wife Heidi appeared—without Ted.

  Of course, John Kasich made his mark in How-
ard Beach by eating pizza with a knife and fork—a de 
Blasio gaffe—before the parade of other contenders 
followed him to the borough.

 Queens is happy to be on the must-call list. Weigh 
your choices and get out to the polls next Tuesday 
where your primary vote will count for a change.

QUEENS’ VOTES COUNT

Students need schools close to home
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READERS WRITE

The average Democrat 
takes a progressive agenda 
for granted when living in 
New York. We’re not Tex-
as, where lawmakers have 
passed legislation dramati-
cally restricting access to 
abortion clinics across the 
state. We’re not Wisconsin, 
whose highest court upheld 
a law ending most collective-
bargaining rights for govern-
ment employees. We’re not 
even our neighbor, Pennsyl-
vania, where no law exists 
on the books protecting the 
rights of the LGBTQ commu-
nity from discrimination in 
the workplace. However, ev-
ery New York Democrat who 
has interacted with state poli-
tics knows how dangerous 
that assumption can be. 

Despite outnumbering Re-
publicans by nearly three mil-
lion registered voters state-
wide, New York’s state Senate 
had been solidly Republican 
until 2008—the same year Ba-
rack Obama turned out New 
York Democrats to vote in the 
presidential election. Since 
then, it has been competitively 

controlled between the two 
parties.

Time and again, the Repub-
lican-controlled state Senate 
road-blocked legislation that 
would have made life better 
for many New Yorkers. Despite 
the many advantages of youth 
investment, Senate Republi-
cans have consistently voted 
against the Dream Act, deny-
ing affordable higher educa-
tion to the immigrant children 
who make New York stronger. 
They diverted more than $130 
million from the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative, an 
effort to promote a clean-en-
ergy future with lower green-
house gas emissions. They 
voted down Governor Cuomo’s 
Women’s Equality Act and re-
fused to codify into law the 
1973 Supreme Court decision 
Roe v. Wade protecting a wom-
an’s right to choose. And most 
recently, despite major upheav-
als in legislative leadership, 
they still continue to ignore 
the need for ethics reform.

Over the years, Democrats 
closed the gap, seat by seat 
winning districts historically 

under Republican control in 
the Upper East Side, south-
west and northeast Queens 
and Westchester. During two 
terms of Democratic control 
of the Senate, Democrats were 
able to repeal the Rockefeller 
drug laws, giving judges the 
authority to rehabilitate in-
stead of incarcerate. They 
passed meaningful ethics 
legislation, strengthening 
campaign finance laws and 
disclosure requirements of 
legislators’ outside income. 
And in 2011, we codified mar-
riage as a legal right for all 
New Yorkers.

Today, Republicans again 
hold the Senate by a slim ma-
jority. With excitement over 
the New York Democratic 
presidential primary in full 
swing, now is the time to capi-
talize on that momentum and 
energize voters about down-
ticket Democrats. Regardless 
of whether Democrats sport 
Clinton stickers or Sanders 
swag, one thing we can all get 
behind is the need for a Demo-
cratic State Senate.

In the last few weeks, 

Democrats of all backgrounds 
have come out to support Todd 
Kaminsky, state Assembly 
member and Democratic can-
didate for the state Senate in 
a special election to replace 
former Republican Senate 
Majority Leader Dean Ske-
los. Despite being a common-
sense candidate who served as 
a federal prosecutor and state 
legislator, Kaminsky’s race is 
still too close to call. Between 
now and Election Day, Demo-
crats need to take advantage 
of national momentum to de-
liver one more seat to the state 
Senate Chamber.

Looking beyond April’s 
election, equally critical is the 
need for us as Democrats to 
keep the trust of our elector-
ate by building a philosophi-
cal tent large enough for all 
members of our party to act 
under its umbrella. It is no se-
cret that Democratic members 
of the Senate have not always 
been united. Yet when the op-
portunity arises and expected 
Democratic turnout is high in 
November, whether members 
are mainstream conference, 

Independent Democratic Con-
ference or simply a Democrat 
aligned with neither, the time 
has come to roll up our sleeves 
and work together to the ben-
efit of the people of New York.

There’s much to do, but as 
the newly elected president 
of the Queens County Young 
Democrats, I’m proud to work 
with people who believe that 
their actions matter: whether 
it’s having conversations at 
the door, on the phone, or with 
your friends and neighbors 
about the causes and candi-
dates that will determine our 
future. City, state or national, 
we can make New York wel-
coming to all, but we’ll have to 
bring everyone together if we 
want to see that happen: work-
ing with people from different 
backgrounds, with different 
skills and stories, whose par-
ents come from all places, rac-
es and tax brackets, to steadi-
ly continue to curve the moral 
arc of history toward justice.

Stacey A. Eliuk
President, Queens County 

Young Democrats

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

This week is National 
Crime Victims’ Rights Week. 
Crime victims have the hard-
est role in our criminal justice 
system. Many feel victimized 
not only by the initial criminal 
act, but by our court process. 
Victims are forced to come 
to court over and over again, 
without seeing any progress 
in their case, because of our 
trial delays. 

Many victims have im-
portant paperwork stolen, in-
cluding Social Security cards 
and driver’s licenses, as a 
result of the crime and then 
find themselves faced with 
an uncaring government bu-
reaucracy that forces them 
to jump through hoops just to 

resume their normal life.
National Crime Victims’ 

Rights Week is an important 
time to put a spotlight on vic-
tims and how we can help 
them. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
taken a crucial step toward 
helping victims of domestic 
abuse by creating an enroll-
ment exemption for health 
insurance under Obamacare, 
so they can leave their abuser 
and remain insured. 

The City Council is also 
working to help victims. 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito announced in her State of 
the City address that the Coun-
cil will establish the position 
of Crime Victims’ Service Co-
ordinator in city government, 

which will be a centralized re-
source for victims to turn to for 
assistance and services. The 
coordinator will work with ex-
isting programs and will also 
identify gaps in services and 
the bureaucracy so that every 
victim receives the help they 
need. The Council has been 
at the forefront of helping the 
victims of sex trafficking, one 
of the most horrific crimes, 
by increasing funding for Hu-
man Trafficking Intervention 
Courts.

At a hearing led by Council 
member Carlos Menchaca and 
myself in October, we found 
that the NYPD often fails to 
certify visas for immigrant 
crime victims. Fortunately, 

Gov. Cuomo has announced 
that the state’s Division of 
Human Rights and the State 
Police will begin working 
with victims on these visas. 
The city’s Office of Human 
Rights will also certify the vi-
sas, making it much easier for 
victims who report crimes to 
access this important protec-
tion.

We are also working on 
court reforms that would 
make it easier for victims to 
see their case through to trial. 
The Courts & Legal Services 
Committee, which I chair, re-
cently held a hearing on the 
absence of speedy trials in 
our criminal courts. We are 
working to get more judges 

in Queens so that cases move 
faster and victims don’t have 
to take time off from work to 
go to court only for the case to 
be adjourned to a later date.

It takes courage and 
strength to report a crime, 
and to see it through the jus-
tice system. At the City Coun-
cil, we’re working not just this 
week, but every day, to honor 
that and create a criminal 
justice system that works for 
victims.

Council Member Rory I. 
Lancman chairs the Courts & 
Legal Services Committee and 
represents the 24th District in 

the City Council.

Make the criminal justice system do its duty for victims

Democrats must start working together
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A 
recent issue of Retiree, 
the newsletter of the 
United Federation 
of Teachers’ Retired 

Teachers Chapter, had two 
very interesting stories. One 
noted that Aug. 26, 2015 was the 
80th anniversary of the found-
ing of Social Security. Workers 
and their employees each pay 
a payroll tax toward the pro-
gram, somewhat like an insur-
ance premium. It provides ben-
efits to retirees as well as to 
those on disability and minor 
children of deceased members. 
About 40 percent of the recipi-
ents have no other source of 
income. Social Security has a 
$2.8 trillion surplus.

The UFT Retired Teach-
ers newsletter also stated that 
Medicare had its 50th anniver-
sary on Aug. 6, 2015. There are 
more than 40 million Medicare 
enrollees with 32 million 65 or 
older and 8 million who re-
ceive coverage for disabilities 
or specific debilitating dis-
eases. Neither Medicare nor 
Social Security is an “entitle-
ment,” which means they are 
not free. Like Social Security, 
every Medicare member pays 
a payroll tax for their health 
benefits, like an insurance 
premium, spreading the risk 
among all payers. These are 
two programs administered 
by the federal government and 
paid for by the users.

The newsletter of the 
Rosedale Civic Association 
Inc. told of Councilman Dono-
van Richards’ Tri-Community 
Task Force meeting with the 
Rosedale Civic Association 
and the Rosedale 243rd Street 
Merchants. They are select-

ing representatives for the 
2016 Organizing Committee of 
the Rosedale Weekend Walks 
Pedestrian Mall and Street 
Festival, which will take place 
July 23. The NYPD 105th Pre-
cinct Community Affairs Unit 
advised the merchants on low-
cost (when bought in bulk), 
very effective wired and wire-
less inside-store and outside-
store security cameras. Other 
areas are using such cameras 
to prevent crime or identifica-
tion of criminals so police can 
arrest and prosecute them.

The Kissena Park Civic As-
sociation Inc. December 2015 
newsletter told of their oppo-
sition to several variances to 
the zoning regulations by a 
mosque which wants to con-
struct a building on the corner 
of Parsons Boulevard and 46th 
Avenue. This is a very small 
plot of land, so the house of 
worship needs several vari-
ances to build what they want. 
The community feels that the 

size of the building they are 
planning will have a severe 
negative impact on their quali-
ty of life. There is no provision 
for parking on the property. 
The issue went to a five-per-
son body called the BSA, or 
Bureau of Standards and Ap-
peals, which has the right to 
override the zoning of a prop-
erty and permit an owner to 
build. The issue is ongoing.

The Feb. 25 newsletter of 
the Fresh Meadows Homeown-
ers Civic Association, Inc. 
gave an explanation of what 
constitutes a dangerous illegal 
apartment: If it is in a cellar 
which is an area with at least 
half of its height underground, 
if it is an attic, if it gets elec-
tricity from an extension cord, 
if the door is locked with a pad-
lock, or if there is no kitchen 
and cooking is done on a hot 
plate, with heat coming from a 
space heater. Illegal rooms or 
apartments are dangerous be-
cause they usually do not have 

a separate door to leave the 
building, so if there is a fire 
there is no way to leave the 
building. For decades there 
have been such rooms in the 
houses just west of St. Johns 
University. It is a wonder any 
have not burned down.

The Department of Build-
ings can immediately vacate 
unsafe illegal apartments or 
rooms. Landlords can be fined 
up to $25,000 and face other 
penalties. Call your commu-
nity board or 311 to report 
these illegal conversions. The 
only problem is that the DOB 
often cannot gain entrance un-
less the owner or a tenant lets 
them in and there is no way 
to collect any fines imposed. 
Actually there are millions of 
dollars in uncollected fines all 
over the city. After the DOB 
tries to enter a building twice, 
it lists the issue as “solved.” 
One must then file a new com-
plaint.

COLUMNS

Civic organizations shed light on important topics 

T
his will sound strange, 
but it only gets stranger: 
A man in the Yukon who 
lives in a hut and has a 

team of 30 mush dogs got inter-
ested in the topic of female sex 
offenders.

Go fi gure.
The man, Darrell Otto, 

may trod the frozen tundra, 
but like everyone else, he has 
Internet access, and somehow 
he stumbled upon an odd case: 
Four Texas lesbians convicted, 
when they were in their very 
early 20s, of raping two young 
girls in a tequila-soaked orgy. 
By the time Otto was read-
ing about them, the women 
had been in prison four or fi ve 
years, but they had at least an-
other decade to go—and one 
had 30 years to go.

That’s a long sentence.  
The more he read about the 

case, the more Otto wanted 
someone to dig deeper. At last 
he got the National Center for 
Reason and Justice, which 
identifi es false allegations of 
harm to children, to agree 
to investigate. Here’s what it 
found.

The girls, 7 and 9, had 
been staying with their aunt, 

20-year-old Elizabeth Ramirez, 
for a week. Two months later, 
they told their grandmother 
they’d been raped by Ramirez 
and her friends.

The facts of the story were 
confounding, at best. First of 
all, the girls said all four of 
the women raped them, even 
though two of the women’s 
work schedules made that al-
most impossible. Then, their 
details differed widely on re-
tellings: Sometimes the girls 
said they were together during 
the attacks, other times apart. 
Sometimes they said they were 
threatened with a knife, other 
times a gun. 

But most damning of all: 
the same girls had told a strik-
ingly similar story two years 
earlier. That time, it was about 
their mom. This was when 
their dad, Javier Limon, was 

engaged in a bitter custody 
battle with her.   

Javier Limon fi gured large 
in this case, too. He had been 
in love with Ramirez and out-
raged when she turned him 
down. He vowed vengeance 
on her and her family. Slate 
reports that Ramirez had love 
letters from Limon.

She was not allowed to en-
ter them in her defense.

Instead, the trial was about 
four gay women, in a conserva-
tive Texas town, right on the 
heels of the “Satanic Panic.” 
That’s when Americans across 
the country became convinced 
that day care workers were dis-
membering babies, drinking 
blood and ritually raping pre-
schoolers. It sounds outrageous 
now, but people went to prison, 
sometimes for decades, for os-
tensibly making toddlers dig up 
bodies in the graveyard, or fl y-
ing them down to Mexico to be 
raped by the army—and back 
by circle time. (See the case of 
Frances and Dan Keller).

In the end, the fate of the 
San Antonio Four was sealed 
when a doctor testifi ed that 
the lines she saw on one of the 
girl’s hymens were irrefutable 

proof of rape. The women en-
tered prison reviled as child 
molesters—and lesbians. 

“Many of these cases were 
fueled by homophobia,” says 
Debbie Nathan, the Brooklyn-
based author of “Satan’s Si-
lence: Ritual Abuse and the 
Making of a Modern American 
Witch Hunt.” Nathan is on the 
board of the Center for Reason 
and Justice. Back then, she 
says, many people assumed 
that every gay person was also 
a child predator.

Nathan urged one of her 
proteges, Deborah Esquenazi, 
to keep digging, even as she 
convinced the Texas Innocence 
Project to do the same. 

A gay woman herself, Es-
quenazi met the women in 
prison and was shocked to fi nd 
they were no longer angry. 
They just wanted to tell their 
story. 

So she brought along a video 
camera, and bore witness over 
the next few years to an ex-
traordinary turn of events.

First, the doctor who had 
insisted the physical evidence 
“proved” rape admitted she’d 
been wrong. It turns out that 
hymen lines are a normal vari-

ation.
Second, a new Texas bill 

that allows people to appeal if 
their convictions were based 
on “junk science” brought the 
case back to court. 

Finally: one of the victims, 
now in her 20s, recanted her 
testimony. 

Then, after more than a 
decade in prison, the women 
were released—but not exon-
erated. They’re in legal limbo, 
working factory jobs as they 
await what happens next.

Which is the red carpet.
This week, Esquenazi’s doc-

umentary, “Southwest of Sa-
lem,” premieres at the Tribeca 
Film Festival. The San Anto-
nio Four will be there, their 
fi rst time in New York. 

It should be sweet, but not 
as sweet as justice.  

“Southwest of Salem: The 
Story of the San Antonio Four” 
dates: World premiere: April 15 
at 4:30 p.m.. Then:  April 17 at 
7:30 p.m., April 18 at 3:30 p.m., 
April 20 at 8:30 p.m. The four 
women will be interviewed by 
Kelly Michaels at Bluestock-
ings Bookstore, 172 Allen St, 
Manhattan, Wednesday night, 
April 13, at 7 p.m.. 

Undoing an injustice fueled by prejudice
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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Traffi c Commander. 
Father.

“I work to keep NYC’s streets safe.”

Look out for him in work zones.

It is the underpinning of 
all knowledge and behavior, 
yet no one teaches ethics any-
more. For the last fi ve decades, 
we have seen the waning of civ-
ics classes in high schools and 
ethics classes in colleges. In 
the corporate world, learning 
ethics has become an anachro-
nistic notion.

Worse, in government 
around the country,  political 
ethics has become an oxymo-
ron, a punch line to an erst-
while joke.

State governments in all 
50 states were recently given 
grades by a good-government 
group based on ethical behav-
ior: the highest grade was a “C” 
for California. Everyone else 

received a “D” or lower. In New 
York State, two of the three 
most powerful leaders for the 
last decade are about to be mea-
sured for prison jumpsuits.

But again there is a deafen-
ing silence from the governor 
and the Legislature in Albany 
about ethics reform. We are 
in the midst of a “Watergate 
Moment,” and our leaders are 
again snatching defeat from 
the jaws of victory.

They say the defi nition of in-
sanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and expect-
ing a different result. Are our 
elected leaders going insane? 
Certainly seems like it.

There has been an endless 
torrent of commentary and 
prognostication on this seem-
ingly interminable presiden-
tial campaign. But throughout, 
the voters have been reacting 
to the “honesty” and “authen-
ticity” of the candidates. Ironi-
cally, the two leading candi-
dates—Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump—register very 

low in surveys asking voters 
whether they are “honest” or 
“trustworthy.” Donald Trump, 
in a case of the pot calling the 
kettle black, calls his main op-
ponent “Lyin’ Ted Cruz.”

When will this insan-
ity end? Hasn’t this country 
learned from Watergate, the 
crushing corruption scandal 
that brought down a president 
more than four decades ago? 
What about the lessons of the 
inappropriate sexual relation-
ship between a president and 
a White House intern that de-
railed the Clinton presidency? 
Or the Bush administration’s 
lying to the public about non-
existent weapons of mass de-
struction in Iraq that led to a 
disastrous and very costly war 
in the Middle East?

And now in New York, in 
the wake of the Sheldon Silver 
and Dean Skelos “pay-to-play” 
scandals, come reports that 
Mayor de Blasio and top police 
brass are being investigated on 
a number of fronts. Large cam-

paign donors reportedly re-
ceived special treatment from 
some leaders of the NYPD. A 
nursing home on the Lower 
East Side was sold to a devel-
oper for a tremendous profi t af-
ter the city government waived 
a restriction that was meant to 
keep this facility a non-profi t 
health care option.

The mind reels from this 
endless cascade of mind-numb-
ing malfeasance.

So where do we go from 
here?  I am a fi rm believer that 
mandatory ethics classes for 
all professions are one smart 
route. All those involved in 
government—from staffers 
to lobbyists to consultants to 
elected leaders—need to take 
continuing ethical education 
each year. Lawyers and doctors 
must do ongoing training to 
keep their licenses, so why not 
those in the political world?

This year, we have reached 
a tipping point in the public’s 
utter disdain with our elected 
leaders. Congress members 

are held in contempt by the 
public; some surveys show that 
less than 10 percent of the pop-
ulation respects the legislative 
body that makes decisions that 
govern our lives.

The unfavorable survey re-
sults for both Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump outpace 
their favorable ratings. And yet 
the choice for our next leader, 
it appears, will come down to 
the lesser of two evils.

It’s time for ethics classes 
for our leaders.

And for our children, isn’t 
it time to resurrect the ethics 
classes that had been taught 
since ancient Greece? Pre-K 
would be a good place to start, 
so we can ensure the next gen-
eration behaves better than 
this one.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

Our political system needs to bring back ethics
COLUMNS

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY MARK HALLUM

When the Udalls Cove Preservation 
Committee held its first cleanup on 
Earth Day in 1970, the area was cleared 
of massive amounts of garbage such as 
abandoned automobiles, appliances, 
everyday garbage, and “floatables”—
refuse that washes ashore from boats 
and storm drains.

Now, the committee is planning 
to hold its 47th annual meeting and 
cleanup Saturday. As one of Queens’ 
oldest conservation groups, the UCPC 
has committed itself to improving the 
mile-long park located between Doug-
laston and Little Neck. Cleanup efforts 
will be centered on the areas of Udalls 
Cove Park and Preserve known as the 
Ravine, Aurora Pond, Virginia Point 
and the Osprey Landing. The meeting 
will report on three major improve-
ment projects funded in part by a 
$20,000 New York state grant secured 
in 2014 by state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside).

The improvement projects are a 
gravel footpath installed along the east 
and north side of Sandhill Road, known 
locally as “the Back Road”; a guardrail 
erected along the Osprey Landing sec-
tion; and an effort still underway to re-
move debris from a commercial boat-
yard. The debris, which has littered the 
area for almost half a century, consists 
of two derelict boats partially buried 
in mud, an empty metal tank and the 
steel frame of a boat carrier. 

At the meeting, there will also be a 
report on several restoration projects 

undertaken by local Boy Scout troops 
in the past year. Among the partici-
pants in those projects are Max La-
coma from Scout Troop 10, and Mike 
Campese and Clifford Lew from Troop 
153.

Udalls Cove Park has long been an 
important symbol for the community. 
Aurora Pond is named for the late Au-
rora Gareiss, one of Queens’ most re-
spected conservationists. The Osprey 
Landing provides bird-watching op-
portunities and is a sanctuary for the 
migratory birds that return season-
ally to nests they left behind the year 
before. Virginia Point, at the eastern 
edge of Little Neck Bay, is also a haven 
for a great variety of birds, amphib-
ians, and mammals.

Everyone is invited to attend the 
meeting and participate in the cleanup, 
which the UCPC said will give people 
the chance to “Think Globaly, Act Lo-
cally.” Avella, state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) and senior rep-
resentatives of the city Parks Depart-
ment are expected to attend the meet-
ing taking place Saturday at 10 a.m. 
on Sandhill Road between Douglaston 
and Little Neck, west of the Little Neck 
railroad station, on the north side of 
the tracks.  Gloves and trash collection 
bags will be supplied and sturdy shoes 
and long pants are recommended. Par-
ticipants are also invited to a picnic at 
Memorial Field in Douglaston shortly 
past noon. 

For more information, contact Wal-
ter Mugdan, president of the UCPC, at 
718-224-7256.

Anna Dulberg and her father Matthew haul away garbage from the park. 

Join volunteer cleanup 
at Udalls Cove projectSTOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Sun 11am-3pm

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible 

for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

FREE 
“AT HOME”

ESTIMATES ON
NEW PROJECTS†

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

EARLY
INSTALLATION

AVAILABLE

Oklahoma with Open Spindle
One of 35 different styles and colors available

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Residential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving The Western Suffolk Area 
(631) 760-9791

Serving The New Hyde Park Area  
(516) 488-8200

Serving The Baldwin Area  
(516) 223-9556

                             Servicing, Saving, and Satifying 
                      Long Islanders For         

Amendolas.
55 Years

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor   

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 

Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, 
Bronzes, Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & 

Marble Top Furniture, Fine Porcelain, 
Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted
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Man killed on 21st St.CENTER FOR THE WOMEN 

OF NEW YORK, INC.
Serving woman to achieve equality since 1987, 

a 501(c)(3) organization
Anna Juliano Jawin, Founder

www.cwny.org

YOU ARE INVITED!
Please joins us to celebrate our 

29th year Anniversary
Saturday, April 16th, 2016

Douglaston Manor - 
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, 

Douglaston, New York
@ Noon

Guest of Honor: 

Honorable Melissa Marks Viverito, 
New York City Council Speaker

RSVP to: T: (929) 276-CWNY - (718) 793-0672  

F: (718)793-0020 - E: centerwny@yahoo.com

Individual Ticket Price $125.00

CWNY Conference Center: 207 Totten Avenue, 

Fort Totten, New York (Under Construction - Opening in 2017)

Main Office: 120-55 Queens Blvd Suite 325, 

Kew Garden, NY 11424

T: (929) 276 CWNY or (718) 793 0672  

F:(718)793 0020 - E: centerwny@yahoo.com

BY BILL PARRY

Police and stakeholders in the com-
munity were still searching for the 
driver of a silver four-door sedan that 
killed a 45-year-old man in Astoria last 
week, the NYPD said

Surveillance video shows the man, 
whose name has not been released, 
crossing 21st Street just north of 30th 
Avenue when the collision occurred 
April 6. The driver sped away south-
bound on 21st Street. First responders 
arrived on the scene and discovered 
the victim lying in the roadway with 
severe trauma to the body. He was 
rushed to Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
where he was pronounced dead, au-
thorities said.

Last Friday, elected officials and 
community activists in Astoria gath-
ered at the intersection and asked for 
the public’s help in finding the driver. 

“There is video of the incident, but 
the 114th Precinct has no license plate 
and no identity,” Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) said. “Any-
one who saw something, we’re asking 
them to please, please come forward. 
Give information anonymously and 
make sure this killer is brought to jus-
tice and make our streets safer.” 

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside), who represents part 
of 21st Street, joined Constantinides 
and state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) in calling on the Department 
of Transportation to review safety con-
cerns at the intersection.

“I just crossed 21st Street coming 
here and it feels dangerous every time 
I do,” Van Bramer said. “The DOT 
needs to do something about this right 

away.”
NYPD data shows that the intersec-

tion was the scene of 10 crashes in 2015, 
one of which left a pedestrian injured 
and one that left a cyclist injured. 
There is no crosswalk or stop sign at 
the intersection on a thoroughfare that 
carries 1,000 vehicles an hour, accord-
ing to the Department of Transporta-
tion, many of them racing between the 
RFK and Queensboro bridges.

Constantinides has been request-
ing traffic-calming measures at the 
intersection since he took office in 2014 
because of the proximity of schools, 
housing, and the Variety Boys & Girls 
club.

“We advise all of our children to 
avoid this intersection,” Variety Boys 
& Girls Club Executive Director Mat-
thew Troy said. “In addition to the lat-
est incident, we are aware of multiple 
serious car accidents that occurred at 
this same location within the past six 
months. On behalf of the hundreds of 
children and their families that attend 
the Variety Boys & Girls Club each day, 
we urge the city to immediately install 
a crosswalk and traffic signal.”

A DOT spokesman said the agency 
studied the location for a traffic light 
in the past and decided against install-
ing one.

“Although it did not meet the crite-
ria at the time, we are taking another 
look at the intersection for potential 
safety enhancement,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Vendors wanted in LIC
BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp. is looking for a few good 
vendors. The agency will be opening a 
boutique pop-up shop and tourism cen-
ter in Long Island City in June dubbed 
“MiQ” as an abbreviation for “Madein-
Queens.”

The new 900-square-foot retail 
store, located at 27-24 Queens Plaza 
South, will offer handmade crafts, 
housewares, small batch artisan prod-
ucts and packaged food items while 
providing information on tourism, en-
tertainment and restaurant options in 
the borough. Long Island City resident 
Michael Darouiche, a native of Leba-
non who makes customized, hand-
made jewelry through his company De 
Dandy, has agreed to participate.

Other vendors will include an arti-
san leather crafter, a T-shirt designer, 

and various food and beverage makers 
from the Entrepreneur Space, the com-
mercial kitchen that QEDC operates in 
Long Island City.

“In our constant efforts to gener-
ate economic development, we have 
noticed that many entrepreneurs sim-
ply need a place to sell their products,” 
QEDC Executive Director Seth Born-
stein said. “MiQ solves this problem, 
and since it’s located in a booming 
neighborhood, we hope to get a steady 
stream of foot traffic.”

Vendors would pay $600 rent for two 
weeks or $1,000 for four weeks. For now, 
only New York state-based companies 
can participate and Queens manufac-
turers get priority consideration.

LiQ will rotate vendors monthly 
through spring 2017.  For more infor-
mation contact QEDC Director of Busi-
ness Services Sante Antonelli at (718) 
263-0546.
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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Citi Field greets the 2016 Mets season
Photos by Steven Schnibbe

Mr. Met gets the crowd going for the home team against the Phillies for the home opener at Citi Field. Curtis Granderson puts his bat on the ball against the Phillies.

East Elmhurt native Antonio Goodman is on deck in 
Mets gear.

The Mets line up for the National Anthem before the game.

Mets pitcher Jacob deGrom picked up the win on Opening Day. Mets Captain David Wright watches a hit against the Phillies.
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Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, 
Soppressata, Fire Roasted Peppers, Pepperoncino, 
Fresh Mozzarella & Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Parmigiano 
Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, Mediterranean 

Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes, Seasonal 
Grilled Vegetables W/Tomato Bruschetta, 

& Pasta salad.

Penne A La Vodka W/ Light Cream & Tomato Sauce
Eggplant Rollatini Stuffed W/ Fresh Ricotta &

 Tomato Sauce 
Tortellini Filled W/ Cheese W/ Pesto Cream Sauce
Chicken Francese W/ Lemon White Wine Sauce 
& Seabass Oreganata W/ Lemon Butter Sauce

Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

Adults-$55.00 Per Person Plus Tax, 
Kids $25.00 Per Person Plus Tax 

(10 Years Old & Under)

The Mansion
AT DOUGL ASTON MANOR

Not your typical catering facility.
Come visit the luxurious, spacious and grand ballrooms within  

“The Mansion.” The Mansion at the Douglaston Manor provides an 

elegant and unforgettable setting for your wedding.  Indoor and outdoor 

space is available, with a beautiful view of the Manhattan skyline.  

Our newly renovated wrap-around patio is truly impressive. Visit us and 

see how we can make your dreams come true. Ceremony, cocktail hour 

and reception all in one spacious “Historic Mansion.” 

Also specializing in Corporate, Holiday & Family Functions. From Sweet 
16’s to Anniversaries and Retirements, Douglaston Manor covers it all !

“Let us simplify your dreams”  
Let The Douglaston Manor take control leading you down the aisle 

to the next chapter of your life.

Go to www.DouglastonManor.com to see our
$68.00 WEDDING EXTRAVAGANZA PACKAGE
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Kristina Pena’s attire for 
Mets games hasn’t changed—
but the expectations that she 
and the rest of the club’s fans 
have for the 2016 season cer-
tainly have.

“I am like quivering in an-
ticipation,” said the Glen Oaks 
resident prior to the team’s 
home opening April 8. “I am 
beyond excited.”

Pena has been showing up 
at Citi Field in blue tights and 
an orange skirt, as well as 
sporting some orange hair to 
go along with her Mets gear, 
since the start of last season, 
when she bet some Yankees 
fans that she could wear more 
team colors than they could. 
She kept that attire through-
out the Mets’ unexpected run 
to the National League pen-
nant, and is wearing it again 
in hopes of even greater excite-
ment in 2016. 

Getting to the World Se-
ries is no longer good enough 
for the Flushing faithful, who 
are now fully thirsting for the 
Mets’ first championship in 30 
years. 

“New season, new start, 
new expectations and this 
year anything less than a 
World Series is almost a fail-
ure,” said Bellrose resident Al 
Weinman.

The sellout crowd of 
44,099—the largest ever for a 
regular-season game at Citi 
Field—saw the Mets beat 
up on the Phillies 7-2. They 
also got one last reminder of 
2015 when former Mets John 
Franco, Rusty Staub and Ed-
gardo Alfonzo raised the NL 
pennant in the new Coca-Cola 
Corner in right field. It is what 
drew Bayside native John Car-
roll, at the game with his two 
sons, back for his 10th straight 
opener.

“Can’t wait,” he said. 
“That’s why we are here.” 

The club itself saw the rais-
ing of the pennant as a way to 
celebrate and turn the page at 
the same time. 

“You could feel the energy 
from the fans,” said outfielder 
Michael Conforto. “They’re 
very excited to have baseball 
back in Citi Field… It’s cool 
to see the flag go up. You get 
chills a little bit. You have 

those feelings come back. It’s 
also motivation to get the ulti-
mate, the trophy and the World 
Series banner.”

After winning 90 games 
last season, fans see the team’s 
vaunted pitching rotation as 
the biggest reason that even 

more games should go their 
way this year. Matt Harvey, 
Jacob deGrom, Noah Syn-
dergaard, Steven Matz and 
Bartolo Colon give the team a 
potential “ace” every time out. 
It was the veteran Colon who 
received one of the biggest 
hands during pre-game intro-
ductions 

“It’s like Mount Rush-
more,” said East Elmhurst na-
tive Antonio Goodman. “Now 
on any given day you can see a 
top-gun pitcher, which is awe-
some.”

DeGrom, who was expect-
ing the birth of his first child, 
allowed one run on two hits 
over six innings of work, while 
striking out six. He brought 
home the first run with a 
fielder’s choice in the second. 
Conforto matched a career-
high with three RBI and Neil 
Walker drove in two.

They helped Mets fans 
leave Citi Field happy, with 
dreams of a World Series and 
tickertape parade fresh on 
their minds. 

“God, I hope so,” Flushing 
native David Lerner said. “I’m 
rooting for that. I’ll be there.”

Glen Oaks resident Kristina Pena (l), standing with her friend Nichole 
Gardner, dresses up in plenty of team color for every game she attends.  

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Fans have amazing expectations for Mets

Compassionate Care for Four Generations
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s personal and religious preferences

Michael & Debbie Resnick 
to be honored by UJA-Federation

Sinai Chapels President Michael Resnick and his wife Debbie Resnick will be honored at the Shelter Rock Jewish Center 
Dessert Reception on behalf of UJA-Federation of New York. The reception will be held on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, or to register, please contact Adam Wolfthal 
at 516.762.5857 or wolfthala@ujafedny.org

Sinai Chapels
162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | 718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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Arbor Fest 2016
Sunday,  April 24, 11am to 6pm

Celebrate 

Earth Week with 

activities for all ages!

Petting zoo, arts

 and crafts, live music, 

bouncy houses, 

storytelling, face painting, 

compost demonstrations,  

garden tours, 

beer garden,

and more!

43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355 | queensbotanical.org | 718.886.3800

Special thanks to Assemblymember David I. Weprin.

Tickets: $10 Adults & Seniors; $8 Children; Free for Members.
Admission includes all attractions; food and beverage not included. 
Visit queensbotanical.org for complete information.

Bubble Tea

Christ the King High School welcomed home its first graduating class 
last month.  In attendance were 140 members of the Class of 1966 who 
came from all over the country to celebrate the 50th  Anniversary of 
their graduation.  They came from as far as Puerto Rico and Hawaii.  
The evening began with a prayer service in the Chapel followed by a 
cocktail hour in the CK Library and dinner in the CK Royals Café.  A 
good time was had by all. The evening was full of laughter, memories 
and rekindling old friendships.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King High School 
Celebrates a Golden Jubilee
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Call your child’s
doctor today!

	������������������
�����"����#���
���
��������������
���$������������������������!�%  ���&
������'�����(
����������� ��� ��
����������������������
��������)�

Fidelis Care is working to
keep our members and
the community healthy.

?Shots
Are your child's immunizations up to date?

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

•  Whooping Cough •  Flu
•  Polio •  Measles
•  Hepatitis  •  Chickenpox
•  Rotavirus •  Tetanus
•  Mumps and more...
•  Diphtheria

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)  |  TTY: 1-800-421-1220

fideliscare.org
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Campaign trail runs through Queens

Heidi Cruz, wife of U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, pinch hit for the candidate at the Queens County GOP din-
ner at Terrace on the Park. Talk-radio host Curtis Sliwa (r) was the emcee for the sold-out sup-
per. He tore into Gov. Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio in characteristic fashion, to the delight of the 
400-or-so guests.   Photo by Michael Shain

At a diner in Jackson Heights, Hillary Clinton meets with Borough President Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley, state Sen. Jose Peralta, Assemblyman Michael DenDekker, 
Councilman Daniel Dromm and others.

In Corona, Bill Clinton waded into the crowd after a rally—without 
Hillary—to talk to her supporters and pose for selfies at the New York 
Hall of Science.  Photo by Michael Shain 

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders and his wife Jane walk on stage to a packed house at the LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center in Long Island City. The hall was so crowded, fire marshals cut off entrance an hour before the speech.   

Photo by Mary Altaffer/AP

At a noisy rally in downtown Flushing, Bill Clinton told stories about Hillary's early days out of college as a civil 
rights lawyer in the South.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Hillary Clinton was embraced by Rev. Floyd Flake at the Allen AME 
Church in Jamaica.  Photo by Nat Valentine

CORONA

CORONA LONG ISLAND CITY

FLUSHING JAMAICA

JACKSON HEIGHTS
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 RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

 OVER 
 200

 MERCHANTS & 
 VENDORS

 Children’s Rides

 INTERNATIONAL 
 FOODS

 &
 ENTERTAINMENT

 Sun., April  1 7 ht  Sun., April  1 7 ht 

                     1 2 pm - 6pm                     1 2 pm - 6pm

 Vintage Buses

 

 In Cooperation  w ith 
 MTA/NYTC

 12  p m - 6  p m

 SHOP 
 MYRTLE 
 AVENUE

 Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

MYRTLE AVENUEMYRTLE AVENUE MYRTLE AVENUE
FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUEFOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489 CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY” “QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

 Visit the new Ridgewood website:   moc.YN-doowegdiR.www 

SPONSORS:  

Queens’ Largest Weekly Community Newspaper Group

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Vintage Buses
Transit Museum
In Cooperation with

MTA/NYTC
12 pm -  6 pm

 INTERNATIONAL 
 FOODS

 &
 ENTERTAINMENT
 Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

Joe Fuoco’s 
Music Center

12-5 pm 
at 71st Ave Plaza
(just off Myrtle & Forest Aves)



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 15–21, 201626    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

turned out that many millions 
of people actually did agree 
with us.”

Actor Kal Penn introduced 
Sanders, praising the senator 
for being the only candidate 
who has refused to accept mon-
ey from lobbyists.  “I’m excited 
because he’s been pushing 
hard his whole life for us and 
his candidacy, I think, allows 
us to build on the last eight 
years of progress and I think 
that’s fantastic,” Penn said. 

Sanders will be holding an-
other rally at Hunter’s Point 
South Park on April 18 at 5 
p.m. featuring actors Danny 
Glover and Fisher Stevens as 
special guests. 

Supporters chanted “We 
love you Bernie!” as he left 
the venue following the rally, 
holding up signs with the can-
didate’s name.

Brooklyn resident Nick 
Farrow, 45, a graphic artist 
from England, designs Bernie 
Sanders T-shirts.

He said about 200 people 
who were not able to get into 
the auditorium were sent to 
an overspill room. But they 
were surprised when Sand-
ers walked in and gave them 
a shortened version of his 
speech.

“So we’re standing in this 
really small room with about 
200 people and who walks out? 
Bernie Sanders, to talk to us to 
say, ‘Listen, I apologize that we 
couldn’t get you all in,” Far-
row said. “They put you in this 
room, but I’m going to speak 
to you guys first and do you a 
condensed speech, which is a 
really cool thing to do.”

Brooklyn resident Zeshawn 
Ali, 25, and his brother, Man-
hattan resident, Aman Ali, 
31, who are Muslim, said they 
are impressed with the candi-
date’s ability to resonate with 

New Yorkers and the Muslim 
community.

“Not only has he reached 
to Muslims but (he) takes the 
time to listen,” Aman Ali said.

The candidate also spoke 
about campaign finance re-
form, minimum wage, how he 
plans to come up with funding 
for his proposal for free college 
tuition and the need for longer 
maternity leave, among other 
issues.

He criticized the Supreme 
Court’s 2010 decision in the 
Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission case. 

“Six years ago, (the) United 
States Supreme Court made 
one of the worst decisions in 
the history of this country in 
Citizens United and what they 
said is that, ‘OK billionaires, 
you already own much of the 
nation, now we’re going to give 
you the opportunity to buy the 
United States government and 
that is what they are trying to 
do as we speak,” he said.

one who will bring our nation 
together, not divide us—and in 
many ways Jackson Heights, 
one of the most culturally di-
verse neighborhoods in the 

country, was a fitting stop for 
her to make,” Crowley said. “It 
was a wonderful opportunity 
for members from our South 
Asian communities and lead-
ers from various faiths to hear 
Secretary Clinton’s vision for 
our country and how she will 
protect our homeland and our 

interests abroad without com-
promising the very values we 
hold dear. 

“She’s someone who under-
stands that our nation stands 
for religious freedom and 
inclusion, and that we are at 
our strongest when we come 
together.”

Continued from Page 4 

Hillary

Continued from Page 4 

Bernie

WE’RE FOR THE

“I CONTROL MY

OWN SUCCESS”

TYPE OF PEOPLE

almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562) 
13 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY

DISCOVER THE BANK THAT KNOWS  

YOUR NAME AND YOUR NEEDS. 

Your business deserves personalized care and 

banking options that fit you best. From tailored 

checking and cash management services to the 

latest in digital options, our Business Relationship 

Managers take care of your business needs first. 

and discrimination for a long 
time.

“For as long as I have 
known and observed Hillary, 
she has consistently been 
inclusive of all communities 
and embraced people from 
all backgrounds,” he said. 
“She embodies the word ‘em-
pathy.’”

Several other Queens law-
makers attended the event.

Clinton reminded the 
audience that after his wife 
graduated from Yale Law 
School, she helped register 
Mexican-American voters 
and worked for the Children’s 
Defense Fund.

She also taught and led le-
gal clinics representing dis-
enfranchised individuals in 
Arkansas, he said.

“The reason Hillary ought 
to be president is that she’s a 
world-class change maker,” 
he said. “She may not be 
the best talker — although I 
think she’s pretty good — but 
I know this.”

He touted her role in the 
creation of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram in 1997, a program run 
by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 

that she supported when he 
was president. 

He also cited her vote for 
the comprehensive immigra-
tion reform bill sponsored 
by the late  U.S. Sens. Ted 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) in 2007 
while she was a U.S. senator 
and her support of the Safe 
Schools Improvement Act in-
troduced in 2015.

Clinton added that Hillary 
and her Democratic primary 
opponent, U.S. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (D-Vt.), have had “a 
very elevated and fierce de-
bate about the issues facing 
America” compared to the 
Republican presidential can-
didates.

But he rejected the notion 
that only Hillary is part of the 
Washington establishment, 
saying that “they (Hillary 
and Bernie) voted together 93 
percent of the time.”

Reshma Saujani, founder 
and CEO of Girls Who Code 
and two-time Olympic medal-
ist Michelle Kwan, a former 
figure skater who now works 
for Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign, also spoke in support 
of the candidate. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Bill
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= Our New York Metro Customers

All of these homeowners chose our replacement 
windows and patio doors –maybe you should too.

No pressure.  During your Free Window Diagnosis, we’ll give 
you an exact, down-to-the-penny price that’s good for an 
entire year.

112 years of window expertise.  We’re the replacement 
division of Andersen, the window and door brand that your 

dad told you to trust.

No middleman to deal with.  There’s no runaround 
between the installer and the manufacturer 

because we handle it all, from custom-building 
to installing to warranting all our products.

We won’t sell you vinyl.  We’ve replaced 
thousands of poor-quality vinyl windows 
and patio doors, so we made our window’s 
Fibrex® composite material two times 

stronger than vinyl.

Make an 
appointment 
and get a 
price that’s 
good for an 
entire year!

1-800-400-0807
Call for your FREE Window  
and Patio Door Diagnosis

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum 
purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject 

to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. 
Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided 
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. 
Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 
13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County 

License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by 
Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 

for 1 year1

plus

SAVE 20% 
on patio doors1

SAVE 20% 
on windows1

SAVE 20% 
on installation1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or 
more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by 
third parties and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the 
promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in 

full within 12 months.

Must call before April 30th!

interest 
NONO

payments
NO

money down

Why have 26,733 New York Metro homeowners 
chosen us to replace their windows?

t 
Tax Day Special!$250 off your entire order
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

DON’T GIVE UP
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/15/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/15/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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Gabba-gabba-hey! Ramones come home 
Photos by Michael Shain

A family photo to remember outside the exhibit hall. 

The Ramones drew a crowd of the generation that grew up with them and, like Gabriel Jaffe of 
Bayside, are getting to appreciate them through things like this bank of music videos.

Ramones memorabilia like this wall of trademark leather jackets, instruments and loud speakers are drawing 
the biggest crowds to the museum since its Andy Warhol exhibit two years ago. 

Fans waited for up to half an hour to get a look at the exhibit of Ramones 
artifacts that covers three galleries on the Queens Museum's main floor.

Some fans dressed like the Ramones, in all black and a 
lot of leather, to see the the show on opening day.

Before they had a recording contract, the punk-rock band recorded its first tracks, then 
mailed the tape and song lyrics to themselves in this enevelope—an early form of do-
it-yourself copyright.
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Bronx Locations
���������	
������

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

�

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

HIGHER RATES

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield, effective as of February 8, 2016. To qualify for the promotions, $1,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $500,000 maximum. Other restrictions 

apply. Early withdrawal fees may apply. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or contact 718-931-9000.

2.36% APY*

5 Year IRA CD

1.85% APY*

5 Year CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 15–21, 201632    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 6, 2016!
Deadline April 29, 2016

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander

Maria Blacque Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine Feeney
Erica Ford

Anne Forde
Sonia Goode-LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo
Pastor Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & Josephine 

Wendell

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than April 29, 2016

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 12th, 2016
6pm–10pm

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Back in 1953, the bor-
ough was culturally deprived 
when David Katz founded the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra, 
which he served as its first 
conductor. 

Now in its 63rd season, the 
borough’s only professional 
orchestra and Queens’ oldest 
and largest professional arts 
organization has been present-
ing 35 to 40 concerts per year.  

Patrons come from every 
age, income level and race to 

experience QSO’s enriching 
and educational programs free 
of charge. Local families and 
individuals can appreciate the 
universal value and necessity 
of orchestral music, thanks to 
QSO’s live performances, edu-
cational programs and free 
access to instruments and in-
struction.

In 1980, the Queens Sym-
phony made its Carnegie Hall 
debut under Katz’s direction. 
The father of Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz con-
ducted his last concert with 

his beloved orchestra on April 
26, 1987.  That May, he died of 
cancer at age 62 at his home in 
Forest Hills.

But this coming Sunday, he 
will likely be present in spirit 
at a star-studded, sold-out con-
cert and tribute performance 
honoring his lasting memory. 

Classical music lovers can 
get their fix and will have the 
opportunity to hear their bor-
ough president sing, when she 
makes a special guest appear-
ance.

Melinda Katz’s mother 

Jeanne, who served as QSO’s 
executive director until her 
death in 1969, created the 
Queens Council on the Arts 
in 1966 with the help of the 
Queens Symphony and the 
borough’s other leading orga-
nizations. 

David Katz and his wife 
were movers and shakers on 
a mission: to bring the arts to 
Queens. 

Their contributions trans-
formed the borough into a cul-
tural hub.  

“My parents were such 

unwavering believers in the 
potential of this great bor-
ough we get to call home,” Me-
linda Katz said. “Perhaps it’s 
because they both lived and 
breathed the international 
language: music and the arts. 
They were both able to see that 
even with all of our borough’s 
trademark diversity, we still 
have that much more in com-
mon than we do different.” 

Under the direction of 
guest Maestro Elli Jaffe, the 
music director of the Jeru-

Queens Symphony Orchestra holds weekend concert to honor late founder David Katz

Continued on Page 39

The MUSIC Man
Founder of the Queens Symphony Orchestra David Katz, seen here conducting, will be honored this weekend with a special QSO concert at Kupferberg Center for the Arts. Katz (inset) is 
shown with his daughter, Borough President Melinda Katz, at her graduation from Hillcrest High School. Photos courtesy Melinda Katz
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PRODUCTIONS

“Disney’s The Little Mermaid” —  Take a 
dip under the sea with the Andrean Players 
as they present the musical adaptation 
of the hit Disney animated fi lm about a 
mermaid who just wants to be part of our 
world. 
When: May 13 - May 22
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 158th St., 
Flushing
Contact: theandreanplayers@gmail.com
Website: www.andreanplayers

“420: the Musical” —  Uptight stoner Jerry 
takes a toke on his favorite holiday and ends 
up in the Land of 420, where he must fi nd 
the Mighty High in order to get back home. 
When: Wednesday, April 20, at 7 pm and 9:30 
pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $30/adults, $25/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: 420themusical.com

“The Dining Room” —   A. R. Gurney’s 
comedy of manners takes the stage at 
the Douglas Community Theatre. The play 
revolves various families who, at different 
times, own the same dining room furniture 

set. 
When: May 6 - May 21
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street and Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students 
with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” — The Astoria Performing Arts Center 
presents the recent Broadway musical about 
a group of sixth graders competing to be 
crowned top speller. 
When: May 5 - May 28
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“The Wind in the Willows” — Kenneth 
Grahame’s classic children’s story adapted 
into a stage play by A. A. Milne, with music by 
H. Fraser Simson, follows the adventures of 
Mole, Rat, Badger and Toad of Toad Hall.
When: April 16 - April 24
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills

Continued on Page 38

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttytyyy
DDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFooooooooooooddddddDDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIIIIIttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFFooooooooooooddddddFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

When we heard Chef Roc-
co Sacramone, of Trattoria 
L’Incontro, had partnered 
with Tommy Demaraso, owner 
of Cavo restaurant and lounge 
in Astoria, for a new venture 
in Long Island City, we were 
really excited.  

Ask any hardcore Queens 
foodie where to find the best 
Italian fare in the borough, 
and there is a fair to middlin’ 
chance that the name Tratto-
ria L’Incontro will trip off her/
his tongue.  

The problem, for us, has al-
ways been that the Trattoria’s 
ambience did not live up to the 
high quality of the cuisine.  
The tables are close together, 
and the volume of ambient 
noise all but precludes earnest 
conversation.  We were opti-
mistic that this new endeavor 
would boast a dining room 
that was worthy of the prow-

ess of the kitchen.
We drove to Long Island 

City, secure in the knowledge 
that Maiella’s valet parking 

would relieve us of the burden 
of finding a spot in that con-
gested vicinity.  Buzz kill was 
finding out that the valet park-

ing was $7, paid in advance.  Is 
this a trend?  Hope not. 

Maiella occupies a 
7,800-square-foot space with 

a 2,200-square-foot outdoor 
terrace on the ground floor of 
a spanking new luxury high 
rise.  

The dining room overlooks 
the back of the landmarked 
Pepsi sign, superimposed on 
a panorama of Manhattan.  It 
is light and airy, done up with 
just a touch of repurposed chic 
created by its reclaimed wood 
ceiling, as perhaps a nod to the 
nabe’s industrial roots.  

Maiella’s menu touches 
upon a broad swath of Italian 
cuisine.  You can order a full 
traditional dinner with an an-
tipasto, a pasta course, a main 
and dessert or opt instead for a 
platter of salumi and formaggi 
with some wine or zero in on 
pizza.  

The menu does not demand 
obedience to a particular din-
ing style or appetite level. Pack 
it away or nibble—your choice.  
They even throw in an Italian 
preferiti category of favorites 
like chicken, eggplant or veal 
parmigiana for the intractably 
old school.

The dining room at Maiella includes views of the landmarked Pepsi sign and the Manhattan skyline.  
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Chef travels from Astoria to LIC

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 39

Trattoria L’Incontro head cook teams with Cavo’s owner to open Italian restaurant Maiella

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from 

any bottle on our list

PIZZERIA

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza 

with the purchase of an entree
Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 

Cannot be combined with other offers.

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

Open Tues. through Sat, Noon to 10pm, Sun, Noon to 9pm

We Now Have a Party Room 
for All Your Parties and Events
Please Call to Book Your Occasion Today!

Two large Pizzas
$20 

Pick up and delivery only
Available Tuesdays - Thursdays

Expiration date of 3/31/2016
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GALA 
2016

April 18, 2016 at 6pm 

For tickets and more information:

Visit www.queenstheatre.org
Call our Box Office:  
718.760.0064

A Benefit for  
Queens Theatre honoring  
Kevin Cummings 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Investors Bank

Frances A.  
Resheske

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 

For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, 
check TimesLedger’s website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

It’s My Park Day— Volunteer to clean up at 
various parks throughout the borough. 
When: Saturday, April 16, from 9 am - 2pm
Where: Udall’s Cove Preserve, Little Neck; 
Powell’s Cove, Flushing; Bell Boulevard Malls, 
Bayside Hills
Contact: binfeng.zheng@parks.nyc.gov
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Poetry: Queens Writers Read in the 
Garden — Celebrate National Poetry Month 
with a nature-themed poetry reading led by 
Queens Poet Laureate Maria Lisella. You can 
also sign up for a haiku workshop scheduled 
for 1 pm. Pre-registration is required at 
qbgpoetry.eventbrite.com.
When: Sunday, April 17, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main 
St., Flushing
Cost: Free with garden admission, $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students with ID and children 
over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

Sakura Matsuri “Cherry Blossom 
Festival” — Sakura Matsuri is the annual 
festival to celebrate the blossoming of 
the cherry trees in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. The event includes live 
drum performances, Japanese folk dance 
demonstrations, a Japanese chorus and tea 
ceremony. 
When: Saturday, April 23, from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Pavilion and Astral Fountain, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Website: www.nycgovparks.org

FILM

Sidney Poitier Retrospective — The 
Museum of the Moving Image opens an eight-
day program focused on Hollywood’s fi rst 
African-American leading man. Titles include 
“In the Heat of the Night,” “A Raisin in the 
Sun” and “Uptown Saturday Night.” 
When: Through April 17
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15/adults, $11/seniors and students 
with valid ID, $7/children ages 3 -17
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

United Shades of America with W. Kamau 
Bell — This screening from CNN’s original 
screening about the state of race relations 
in America features the episode “The New 
KKK.” That will be followed by a discussion 
with Bell, NY 1’s Errol Louis and John Avlon, 
from The Daily Beast. 
When: Wednesday, April 20, at 7 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free, reservation is required
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

And the Beat Goes On: Music Making on 
Film — In conjunction with its exhibition 
about the Ramones, the Queens Museum has 
planned a nine-week fi lm series exploring 
the evolution of musical performers on 
celluloid. On April 27, the movie is “The 
Idolmaker,” with Ray Sharkey as an ambitious 

COLOR BLIND
W. Kamau Bell speaks with Klan members in an episode of CNN’s “United Shades of 
America.” A screening of the program will be followed by a discussion, which will in-
clude Bell, at the Museum of the Moving Image. See listing under Film for 
more information.  Photo courtesy CNN/Museum of the Moving Image 

Continued on Page 38



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 15-21, 2016 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Not long ago, trolling was a 
fishing term used to describe 
the practice of dragging a bait-
ed line behind a boat. 

But a quick look at Urban 
Dictionary redefines it as a 
“deliberately offensive or pro-
vocative online posting with 
the aim of upsetting someone 
or eliciting an angry response 
from them.”

Since the Internet lets a 
troll publish comments anony-
mously, the poster can toss out 
racist, anti-Semitic, xenopho-
bic and hateful speech, then 
hide in the shadows to relish 
in the ensuing chaos.

In Ken Greller’s play 
“Troll,” produced by The 
Rushline Co. at the Secret 
Theatre through April 24, the 
playwright asks whether troll-
ing is a harmless amusement 
or a destructive force. 

As a jumping-off point, 
Greller uses the real case of 
a troller who posted non-por-
nographic images of under-
age girls on a thread labeled 

“Jailbait” on the social news 
networking site Reddit. 

In mid-October 2012, Gawk-
er published a piece which 
revealed the identity of the 

“Jailbait” poster. A few days 
later, the poster was fired from 
his job at a financial office in 
Texas. 

On stage, Ari, played by 

Brian Drummy, spends his 
days in Manhattan toiling for 
Gawker, publishing pieces on 
his sexual dalliances using 
the gay hookup app Grindr, 
and struggling with his desire 
to do something that matters. 

He believes he has found it 
by uncovering the identity of 
the “Jailbait” poster, and he 
plans to publish all of the post-
er’s personal information—a 
practice known in web par-
lance as doxing. 

But just because you can do 
something does not necessar-
ily mean you should do it—an 
ethical dilemma Ari does not 
seem to grasp. 

Not that he doesn’t hear 
from the other side—from his 
friend, frat-boy Tim; former 
boyfriend turned heterosexu-
al Ben; and even the “Jailbait” 
poster himself, Arnold. 

Each of the actors in the 
three supporting roles deliv-
ers an honest, funny perfor-
mance. 

As Tim, Andrew Block, 
who we first see at a Hallow-
een party dressed as Paul 
Ryan from the Time magazine 
photo shoot of the congress-
man working out in the gym, 
only seems interested in get-
ting drunk, hooking up with 
women, and prolonging the 
college experience as long as 
he can. 

Reggie D. White as Ben 
gives the production’s most 
skillful performance. 

Ben must deal with his ex-
boyfriend while trying to move 
on with his life. Yes, as Ari 
says at one point, Ben may be 
crawling back into the closet 
with his desire to date women, 
but it is clear that Ben is strug-

Play searches for answers in online realities

Continued from Page 37 

Ken Greller’s ‘Troll’ at The Secret Theatre poses tough questions about Internet behavior

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through April 30, 2016

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP

IF YOU GO
“Troll”

When: Through April 24
Where: Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Brian Drummy (l) and Jeffrey Delano Davis appear in a scene from 
"Troll," a world premiere now at The Secret Theatre in Long Island City.  

Photo courtesy The Rushline Co.
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JAZZ HANDS

Members of Queens 
Jazz OverGround, 
Amanda Monaco (l-r), 
Josh Deutsch and Brian 
Woodruff will perform 
as part of the annual 
jazz festival at Flushing 
Town Hall this weekend. 
See listing under 
Music for more 
information.  

Photo courtesy 
Jesse Winter

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Apr. 15-21, 2016

By Ed Canty

Out of Luck
Across
1. Litmus reddener
5. Pitcher
9. Level, in London
13. Biblical pronoun
14. Computer 
command
15. Hold up
16. Like a bad 
photographer's 
subject?
19. C.E.O.'s degree
20. Long time
21. Andean animals
22. Popular cookie
23. Lanky
24. Lindsey Vonn 
event
27. Like almonds in 
many recipes
31. Recurring theme
32. Student aid
33. ___ tree (in 
trouble)
34. Not in service
38. Fin. adviser
39. CD followers
40. Looks after
41. Camper's supply
44. Type of cord
45. Marries
46. Mrs. Lincoln's 
maiden name
47. Broadway 
opening
50. Crèche trio
51. Fraternity letter
54. "In the middle of 
no where"
57. "...___ man put 

asunder"
58. "Thanks ___!"
59. List-ending 
abbr.
60. Part of DEA
61. Greek portico
62. Narrative
Down
1. Minute bit
2. Fat-sounding fish
3. Speck
4. Pair
5. Respect
6. "Yippee!"
7. Fifty-fifty
8. Gym unit
9. Domesticate 
again
10. Many a 
homecoming 
attendee

11. ___ Lee 
Corporation
12. Storm centers
15. VI x CIX
17. Distant
18. Big Ten 
football's Fighting 
___
22. Medley
23. Big bridge bids
24. Artist's coverall
25. Jeweler's 
magnifier
26. Fragrant oil
27. English Channel 
feeder
28. Showing regret
29. Lyrical work
30. Saint-Saens's 
"___ Macabre"
32. Birds on 

Canadian dollars
35. College unit
36. Artist's 
workplace
37. Fax or FedEx
42. Having
43. "___ Evil" (Mia 
Farrow film)
44. Colombia's 
capital
46. Forbidden
47. Auctioneer's last 
word
48. Stage coach
49. "___, Brute!"
50. Tuna ___
51. Hummus holder
52. Get better
53. Capri, e.g.
55. Possesses
56. Fishing aid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

THE BIG APPLE
P E N D C C L I C A R B S
S T O W R O I L A L E R T
S U R E O N E I M A N I A
T I M E S S Q U A R E O E R

B A B U D I R T
A P C D Y E S C A U S E S
S A R A H R A C K B E S T
S T A T U E O F L I B E R T Y
A S T R A R E A A R I E L
D Y E I N G S M O G F E E

A U R A O R E O
C B S C E N T R A L P A R K
H O T E L T H I N E L E E
A N O D E R U N G R A V E
P E P S I E D G E A S S N

promoter who creates a new teen singer star 
in the 1960s. 
When: April 27 at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, New York City 
Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free with museum admission, $8/
adults suggested, $4/seniors suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

MUSIC

Queens Jazz OverGround — The annual day 
celebrating jazz returns to Flushing Town 
Hall with performances by students and 
professionals, educational workshops and 
master classes. 
When: Saturday, April 16, from noon - 10 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Music Reginae Productions 15th 
Anniversary Celebration — To mark Music 
Reginae’s 15th year, String octet featuring 
Momenta and The Daedalus String Quartet 
come together to perform two rarely heard 
works, “Enescu Octet” and “Mendelssohn 
Octet.”
When: Saturday, April 16, at 7:30 pm
Where: The Church in the Gardens, 50 Ascan 
Ave., Forest Hills
Cost: $22/adults, $17/students, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 894-2178
Website: www.musicreginae.org

Boz Scaggs — Scaggs, who hit it big when he 
was the lead singer of the Steve Miller Band in 

the late ’60s, and later went on to a successful 
solo career brings his show to Flushing. 
Singer Jeff LeBlanc opens. 
When: Saturday, April 16, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

Queensboro Symphony Orchestra — The 
orchestra will perform music from the 
Romantic period, including Schubert’s 
“Unfi nished Symphony” and Brahms’ 
“Variations on a Theme by Haydn.”
When: Sunday, April 17, at 7 pm
Where: Mary’s Nativity Church, 46-02 
Parsons Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free-will offering
Contact: (718) 359-5996

Taikoza Concert in the Park — Taikoza pays 
tribute to Japanese traditional music with 
the large Taiko drums and bamboo fl utes. 
When: Saturday, April 23, at 2 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation Center, 131-40 
Fowler Ave., Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

DANCE

Take Root— The monthly series provides 
choreographers the chance to present 
a paired evening of work. In April, Janet 
Aisawa and Kyle Marshall Choreography 
perform. 
When: Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April 16, 
at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.org

SHOW LIGHTS UP STAGE
Elliott Litherland (clockwise from l), Shannon 
Whalen, Emily Jo Haenny and Bethany Mitchell 
portray a group of fairies in "420: The Musical," 
which plays next week at the Secret Theatre. See 
listing under Productions for more 
information.  Photo courtesy Plum Stab

Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.
org

“Troll” —  The Rushline Co. 
presents a new play by Ken Greller 
about the cost of free speech in 
the age of the internet. 
When: Through April 24
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 
pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck

Theater
Continued from Page 34 

Arts
Continued from Page 36 
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gling and could use support. 
He, too, tries to persuade 

Ari to drop the “Jailbait” re-
veal. 

“Just because you’re mis-
erable and [expletive deleted] 
up doesn’t mean you get to do 
whatever you want,” Ben says. 

And in his one scene as 

Arnold, Jeffrey Delano Da-
vis runs through Elizabeth 
Kübler-Ross’ five stages of 
death—denial, anger, bargain-
ing, depression and accep-
tance—when confronted by 
Ari.

Arnold trolls to amuse him-
self in his otherwise sad exis-
tence. None of it really means 
anything or is actually illegal. 
He is just looking for a little re-
lief from reality. 

“Not everybody gets to 

be happy,” Arnold says, “but 
not everybody has to be sad.”
While Drummy at times seems 
less able to deliver than his 
co-stars, he still gives a fine 
performance as Ari. He also 
earns respect for the brave act 
of completely disrobing at one 
point. 

Ultimately, Ari must decide 
if destroying Arnold will help 
save his own life. 

As the show winds down 
with Hurricane Sandy kick-

ing up outside, it is not clear 
what, if anything, Ari has ac-
complished.

Director Jason Modica 
keeps the action moving along 
at a nice clip in this one-act, 
approximately 90-minute pro-
duction. Cheers also to scenic 
and projection designer Bryce 
Cutler, who effectively uses 
more than 150 cardboard ship-
ping boxes that encircle the 
Secret’s stage area.

salem Symphony Orchestra, 
the tribute performance will 
include the world premiere by 
two-time Pulitzer Prize-nomi-
nated composer Avrohom Le-
ichtling.   

Also on the bill are Mo-
zart’s “Sinfonia concertante,” 
for violin and viola performed 
by Alexander Mishnaevski 
and Mark Peskanov.

Arias from Mozart, Rossini 
and Verdi, including selec-
tions from “Rigoletto,” will 
also be presented. These will 
be performed by former local 
celebrity cantor Avi Albrecht. 
Other performers include Can-
tor Yoni Rose and Bill Riley.

Made up of professional, 
union musicians, who also 
perform on Broadway with 
the New York City Ballet and 
other freelance orchestras, 
Queens Symphony is the sec-
ond largest orchestra in New 
York City.

“My father firmly believed 
that one should not have to 
cross a bridge or a tunnel to 
access a world class orches-
tra, the finest concerts and 
classical education,” Melinda 
Katz said. “Thank you to the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra 
and board member Elsie Levy 
for spearheading the effort to 
honor my father’s dream and 
legacy.”

Former QSO Executive Di-
rector Andrew Frank helped 
organize the concert on behalf 

of Levy. 
“The QSO preceded the 

New York Philharmonic, 
which is amazing,” he said. “It 
is really a symbol of how deep 
the Katz family’s commitment 
to culture in Queens is, which 
is rare and special.”  

After a 1965 concert at Car-
negie Hall, a reviewer for The 
New York Times praised Katz’s 
conducting for its ‘’warmth 
and naturalness.’’  And when 
he died, an obituary quoted 
then-Borough President Claire 
Shulman. 

“David Katz contributed 
greatly to the cultural life 
and vitality of the borough,” 
Shulman. “We will miss him 
dearly.’’

One of the hallmarks of 
Trattoria L’Incontro is the 
way the wait staff always 
rattles off a mind-boggling 
recitation of specials.  That 
tradition is preserved here.  
We have no idea how diners 
or servers can keep track, but 
we did manage to snag a ter-
rific salad from the oration.  
The salad in question, Finoc-
chioni and Fig, combined the 
flavors of Tuscan fennel in-
fused finocchiona salami and 
grilled figs with arugula and 
baby spinach festooned with 
a strip of Parmesano.

We dug into Melanzane 
Ripene, blanketed in chunky 
tomato sauce. It was a cut 
above the typical eggplant 
rollatine with the addition 
of spinach to the mozzarella 
filling.  

For our pasta course 
we chose Papardelle con 
Coniglio.  At $29, it was a 
pricey bowl of noodles.  

The papardelle were won-
derful ribbons of chewiness.  
The rabbit ragu was lush and 
toothsome, but stingy with 
the bunny.

There was nary a misstep 
when it came to our entrées.  
Acting on a tip from our 
server, we order the Costola 
Corta (braised short ribs) 
over mushroom risotto in-
stead of the polenta that was 
on the menu.  The short ribs 
were satisfying, but the ri-
sotto was the star.  The por-
cini mushrooms gave it its 
fragrance, but the combined 
mascarpone, fontina, parmi-
giano and gorgonzola gave 
it its decadent elastic cheesi-
ness and flavor.

Anatra was the Italian 
answer to duck l’orange.  The 
rosy pan seared duck breast 
nestled sweetly over plump 
gooseberries in a moscato 
sauce.  Sweet, but not cloy-
ing.

The Merluzzo al Pistac-
chio (pan seared cod with 

pistachio puree) was sweet 
fleshed and lush, but the fla-
vor of the pistachio puree 
was not as pronounced as 
we had hoped, rendering the 
dish somewhat bland.

Desserts lingered in Ital-
ian crowd pleaser terrain.  
We sampled Maiella’s Semi-
freddo — almond-f lavored 
frozen custard topped with 
zambaglione.  What could 
possibly be not to like?

The Bottom Line
The food at Maiella is 

excellent if a bit pricey for 
Queens.  The ambiance is 
stylish with its Manhattan 
view.  The downside is that 
although it is spacious and 
comfortable, due to its popu-
larity, by the time we left it 
seemed as noisy as the old 
Trattoria L’.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eating 
Like Queens: A Guide to Eth-
nic Dining in America’s Melt-
ing Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can 
be reached by e-mail at qns-
foodie@aol.com.

Maiella
46-10 Center Blvd.

Long Island City
(718) 606-1770

maiellalic.com/contact-
page/

Price Range: Appetizers: $9-18; 
Entrées: $26- 44; Pizza: $13-19

Cuisine: Central Italian
Setting: Spacious stylish 
dining room with a view of 

Manhattan
Service: Professional

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday: 
5pm-11pm Sunday 5pm – 10pm
Reservations: Recommended.  

Phone or OpenTable
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Valet

Dress: Casual to dressy
Children:  Welcome 

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Continued from Page 33 

KATZ

Continued from Page 35 

Dining

David Katz, founder of the Queens Symphony Orchestra, acknowledges applause after an early performance 
of the group.  Photo courtesy Melinda Katz

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

Continued from Page 37 

‘Troll’
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 

OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  

IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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nyside) said. “The Pepsi-Cola 
sign has been an iconic part 
of the Long Island City land-
scape since 1936. This stag-
gering piece of pop art brings 
character to our neighbor-
hood and reminds residents 
of Queens’ history as an in-
dustrial powerhouse.”

Built in 1936, the 80-year-
old neon sign, which stands 
60 feet tall and 120-feet-long, 
is a nod to Long Island City’s 
industrial past having stood 
atop a massive Pepsi bottling 
plant since 1940. The plant 
was closed in 1999 and de-
molished to make way for the 
21-acre Queens West Devel-
opment Corporation. When 
TF Cornerstone bought the 
site from Pepsico, it agreed to 
display the sign on the prop-
erty and when the developer 
constructed the last of six 
luxury high rises, it had ar-
chitect firm Aquitectonica 
design the building to wrap 
around the sign. The facade 
facing the sign is set back for 
the first eight floors and juts 
out from the ninth floor up to 
frame the sign.

“During its public hear-
ing there was widespread 
support for the designation 
of the Pepsi sign,” LPC Chair 
Meenakshi Srinivassan said. 
“Its prominent siting and 
its frequent appearances in 
pop culture have made it one 
of our most endearing and 
recognizable icons on the 
Queens waterfront.”

The sign came up for land-
marking in the 1980s but was 
calendered in 1988. By 1993 it 
had experienced significant 
deterioration accelerated by 
damage from a winter storm. 
The original creator, Artkraf-
tat Strauss Sign Corporation, 
was brought in to restore and 
replicate the sign. 

“That sign is our glowing 
beacon to Manhattan and 
to everyone coming to Long 
Island City,” Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy President 
Rob Basch said. “It’s great 
news that this iconic struc-
ture isn’t going anywhere. 
Besides, we just planted a 
whole lot of tulip and daffodil 
bulbs around the base of the 
sign. ”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

treatment.”
In 2007, in order to lower re-

sponse times in Rosedale and 
South Springfield Gardens 
neighborhoods, the 105th cre-
ated a satellite location at 242-
40 North Conduit Ave. with 40 
personnel on staff. But Gro-
denchik and Richards are call-
ing upon Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and NYPD Commissioner Bill 
Bratton to go the rest of the 
way in supplying a full staff 
with the resources to deliver 
adequate coverage to areas in 
need. 

In March, the satellite pre-
cinct was expanded to have 

24-hour coverage with an ad-
ditional 18 officers and two 
sergeants. But even with the 
expansion, Grodenchik was 
still vocal about his desire to 
establish a precinct indepen-
dent of the 105th.

“We are pleased that the 
precinct has received these 
much-needed resources, and 
I have submitted a resolution 
at the Council calling on the 
police commissioner to create 
a new precinct by dividing the 
105th Police Precinct in to two 
separate precincts,” Groden-
chik  said back in March.”  

Richards acknowledges the 
effort on the part of de Blasio 
and Bratton to extend the cov-
erage of the 105th Precinct, but 
said adequate law enforcement 
is still not reaching these com-

munities. 
“I’d like to thank Mayor 

de Blasio and Commissioner 
Bratton for granting addi-
tional resources to the 105th 
Precinct Satellite, but we are 
still in need of a fully serviced 
 precinct in the Laurelton, 
Rosedale and Springfield Gar-
dens communities.”

According to DCPI, there 
is no way to speculate on how 
the 105th Precinct would be di-
vided or where the 116th would 
possibly be located.

The 105th is currently the 
fourth-largest police precinct 
in the city after the 120th, 
122nd, and 123rd precincts of 
Staten Island. It covers 12.7 
square miles of ground and 
354 miles of roadways, accord-
ing to the NYPD. .

a neighborhood more opportu-
nities for school options. 

According to an Education-
al Impact Statement drafted 
by the DOE about the proposed 
co-location, IS 109 enrolled 
some 972 students in the most 
recent school year, utilizing 
73 percent of its full space ca-
pability.  The DOE claims the 
facility can support 1,334 stu-
dents. 

The impact statement proj-
ects that New Visions’ new 
charter school will serve be-
tween 105 and 115 students in its 
first year, during which time it 
will only enroll ninth graders. 
By the 2019-2020 school year, 
Humanities IV will have a 
full high school, serving about 
420-460 students. Coupled with 
IS 109’s enrollment, this will 
push the facility’s rate to 105-
110 percent enrollment. Berry 
and Grodenchik contended 
that the school already seems 
at capacity.

“I toured after the co-loca-
tion announcement,  It didn’t 
look 27 percent empty,” Gro-
denchik said, and also noted 
that some of the school’s cur-

rent facilities left much to be 
desired. “The science lab looks 
like it comes from the ‘50s. It’s 
not usable.”

Timothy Farrell, the vice 
president for external affairs 
at New Visions, said he be-
lieved the co-location could be 
a boon to both schools and said 
New Visions welcomed the op-
portunity to meet with the 
families of students at IS 109.

“We are committed to 
building a positive and inclu-
sive culture,” he said. “We 
want to create an environ-
ment in which older students 
understand and act upon their 
responsibility to the younger 
students, many of whom may 
be neighbors, cousins and sib-
lings.”

Comrie said he was fun-
damentally opposed to co-
locations and was frustrated 
because he thought that IS 109 
lacked necessary resources to 
adequately teach students.

“There’s a large contingent 
of the community that wants 
to see these schools given the 
full resources they need,” the 
lawmaker said, and he wor-
ried that the students in IS 109 
might be negatively affected 
by a new high school in the 
same facility. “The students 
that will be ‘left’ in 109 will 

feel disenfranchised.”
He also said he had submit-

ted an alternate site for the 
charter at 207Jamaica Ave.to 
the DOE, but the city rejected 
the proposed new location. 
Comrie said he believed, how-
ever, that there was no short-
age of alternative sites.

Berry has started a petition 
against the co-location with 
more than 800 signatures, 
and there is a public hearing 
scheduled for April 14 at 6 p.m. 
at IS 109. 

The Panel for Educational 
Policy will vote on the propos-
al at a 6 p.m. meeting at Mid-
dle School 131 located at 100 
Hester St. in Manhattan. If it 
is approved, the lottery draw-
ing for the new high school 
will be April 22 at 7 p.m. at 
the Jamaica Arts Performing 
Center at 153-10 Jamaica Ave. 
Grodenchik said he hoped the 
panel vote was more than a 
mere “formality” prior to ap-
proval.

“A more cynical person 
might say that,” he said. “But 
I’m taking the DOE at their 
word.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Charter
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Pepsi
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105 Pct.
Families for Excellent 

Schools is a prominent pro-
ponent of charter schools and 
a frequent critic of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s education policies. 
Kirkland admitted the orga-
nization had political aims, 
but hoped it could partner 
with district school parents 
and teachers to reduce vio-
lence.

“We’re the biggest school 
system in the world,” she 
said, referring to New York’s 
public education system. “If 
we get it right, we affect the 
nation.”

District 28 Superintendent 
Mable Muniz-Sarduy also up-
dated the council on issues in 

the district and spoke about 
the state English Language 
Arts tests students in the dis-
trict had completed that day. 

Though many parents 
across the state were pulling 
their children out of partici-
pating in the exams, Muniz-
Sarduy said only 275 students 
in District 28 schools had 
opted-out, compared to the  
15,000 total number of stu-
dents in the district. Muniz-
Sarduy said she believed the 
tests were an important, if 
not total, barometer of stu-
dents’ progress.

“In every walk of life, 
we’re evaluated, and we’re 
evaluated in many ways,” she 
said. “One exam does not dic-
tate promotion and does not 
dictate what a year of prog-
ress means.”

District 28
Continued from Page 8 

members hope to attract more 
volunteers and athletes like 
Bill Reilly, who already attends 
the Sunday morning practices. 
Nicknamed “Backwards Bill,” 
Reilly has participated in more 
than 30 marathons by pushing 
his wheelchair backwards with 
one leg. Phaff hopes that more 

athletes follow Reilly’s example 
and decide to join the chapter.

“The emphasis is on recruit-
ing and letting people with dis-
abilities know that they can do 
this,” she said. “We just want 
to make sure there’s nothing 
preventing people from doing 
what they want to do.”

The chapter’s members are 
also training for the Achilles 
Hope and Possibility Race, a 
four-mile race scheduled for 

June 26 at 10 a.m. in Central 
Park. The Queens chapter 
meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside the Al Oerter Rec-
reation Center in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Phaff 
encouraged interested athletes 
to check www.achillesqueens.
org for more information, in-
cluding possible cancellations 
on practices. More informa-
tion can be found by calling 
(646) 801-8786.

Achilles
Continued from Page 8 

The District 28 Community Education Council calls its April meeting to 
order in Jamaica. Photo by Patrick Donachie
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LEARN HOW TO FIND, TRAIN AND CULTIVATE
A GREAT POOL OF UNTAPPED TALENT.

TO FIND A GREAT CANDIDATE, 
GIVE TRADITIONAL HIRING 
PRACTICES THE DAY OFF.
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Sports

BY TROY MAURIELLO

The St. John’s baseball 
team battled through a 
plethora of errors and base-
running miscues to pull out 
a 5-4 win over Georgetown in 
the deciding game of its first 
Big East Conference series of 
the season Sunday at Kaiser 
Stadium.

The Red Storm outhit the 
Hoyas 12-3, but four errors 
and a few base-running mis-
takes in the seventh inning 
left them deadlocked at 4-4 
heading into the bottom of 
the eighth.

There, St. John’s used 
some small ball and hustle to 
take the lead for good. After 
a Josh Shaw single led off the 
inning, shortstop Jesse Be-
rardi advanced the runner 
with a sacrifice bunt.

A passed ball then al-
lowed Shaw to advance to 
third with one out. However, 

designated hitter Mark Ven-
ice was unable to get the go-
ahead run in with a ground 
out to first. The Red Storm’s 
fate came down to first 
baseman Gui Gingras, who 
would deliver with the big-
gest of his three hits on the 
afternoon.

Gingras barely beat out a 
slow-roller to second base for 
an infield single that scored 
Shaw and gave the Red Storm 
a 5-4 lead that it would not re-
linquish.

“I saw the first baseman 
go for the ball a little bit, and 
then I thought ‘I got a shot at 
it,’ so I tried to get there as 
quick as I could,” Gingras 
said.

The bang-bang play and 
resulting safe call did not go 
over well with the George-
town bench, as Hoyas manag-
er Pete Wilk was ejected for 
arguing the call. St. John’s 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Queens’ top programs were 
again major trophy contenders 
this season, and Monsignor 
McClancy officially put itself 
on the map.

Christ the King was again 
the best team in New York 
City, but fell short of winning 
its first state Federation Class 
AA crown since 2010. The 
Brooklyn/Queens champion 
was upset by St. Anthony in 
the CHSAA state semifinals. 

Francis Lewis couldn’t give 
its seniors a storybook ending 
either after reaching the PSAL 
“AA” title game for the second 
time in three years, falling 
to South Shore at Madison 
Square Garden. Bayside saw 
its championship hopes and an 
unbeaten league season ended 
by Lehman in the PSAL “A” 
championship game.

While other teams came up 
a bit short, McClancy finally 
got over the hump. The senior-
laden Crusaders won their first 
Division II diocesan title and 
CHSAA Class B state crown, 
before a heart-breaking loss in 
the Federation semifinal.

All that success comes from 
having a talented crop of play-
ers. Here are the best of the 
best from the borough:  

All-Queens Girls Basket-

ball Player of the Year: 

Dominique Toussaint, Christ 
the King 

The Virginia-bound guard 
has come a long way in her ca-
reer, culminating with a great 
senior season. She was named 
New York State’s Miss Basket-
ball and Gatorade state player 
of the year. Toussaint aver-
aged 19.7 points, 6.8 rebounds 
and 3.5 assists per game, while 
also being her team’s best 
defender. CK remained the 
dominant team in Brooklyn/
Queens. 

All-Queens Girls Basket-

ball Coach of the Year: 
Dewey Hopkins, Monsignor 
McClancy

Hopkins saw the fruits of 

his labor come to fruition af-
ter starting the program four 
years ago. The Crusaders de-
veloped into the top program 
in Brooklyn/Queens Division 
II, winning both the regular-
season and playoff crowns. Mc-
Clancy then cruised through 
CHSAA Class B tournament. 
Hopkins’s high expectations 
and belief in his players fed 
their growth.  

ALL-QUEENS

FIRST TEAM

G Taliyah Brisco, Francis 
Lewis

The senior point guard had 
her best season in a Patriots’ 
uniform and became the club’s 
vocal leader. Brisco averaged 
a career-best 11.5 points per 
game, 4.5 assists and three re-
bounds per contest. Her tough-
ness willed Francis Lewis to a 
number of key wins and a trip 
to the title game.

G Jasmine Brunson, Mary 
Louis

The Minnesota-bound guard 
was one of the most explosive 
players in the city. Brunson 
made TMLA go on both ends 
of the floor with her speed and 
smarts and ability to take over 
games. She averaged 18 points, 
six rebounds, five assists and 
three steals per contest. Her 
best performance was 28 points 
in a win against Loughlin.
C Ashlie Howell, Christ the 
King

The 6-foot-3 Howell built off 
of her strong finish last season 
to become a consistent domi-
nant force in the paint for the 
Royals this season. The St. Pe-
ter’s-bound forward, regularly 
posted a double-and-double to 
power CK during its stretch 
run to a diocesan title. Howell 
averaged 9.5 points and 7.8 re-
bounds a contest.

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 488

Christ the King's Dominique Toussaint is the All-Queens girls' basketball 
Player of the Year.  Photo by William Thomas 

St. John's close Thomas Hackimer has allowed just one run in 28.1 in-
nings this season. St. John's Athletic Communications/Steven Branscombe

These girls got game
TimesLedger picks the best in Queens girls’ hoops 

Despite sloppy play, 
Storm clips Hoyas
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SPORTS

EVERY MAKE! E
SUPERC

www.StarHyundai.com
718-445-2525

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 4/19/16. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

HYUNDAI

WE HAVE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
1.9%

EVERY MAKE! E

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

17K MILES #23108T

$12,995

2009 HONDA
CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
55K MILES #23235T

$11,995

2016 TOYOTA
RAV4 LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
400 MILES #23229T

$31,995

2009 TOYOTA
COROLLA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
104K MILES #23281T

$8,995

2012 NISSAN SENTRA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23110T

$9,995
2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

48K MILES #23186T

$22,995
2012 NISSAN QUEST

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
92K MILES #23132T

$14,995
2010 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

74K MILES #23161T

$21,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #23146T

$27,995
2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER XLE 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

18K MILES #23216T

CALL
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
30K MILES #23193

$24,995
2012 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
20K MILES #23129

$16,995
2008 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
91K MILES #23176T

$10,995

2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE PLUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

227 MILES #22793

$16,995
2014 SUBARU FORESTER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22873

$25,995
2014 SCION TC

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
12K MILES #22845T

$13,995
2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #22883T

$15,995
2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
101K MILES #22893T

$12,995

NICE

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

CLEAN CERTIFIED

SUPER 
CLEANCERTIFIED

NICE

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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EVERY MODEL!
CENTER

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525
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BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE
...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED

CALL LIZ @ 
718-445-2525

EVERY MODEL!

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SPORT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #22606T

$12,995
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
#22675T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA VENZA XLE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
28K MILES #22703T

$19,995

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2013 SUBARU FORESTER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #23191T

$18,995

2013 TOYOTA
AVALON 
LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
34K MILES #23219 T

$26,995

2011 TOYOTA
AVALON 
LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
50K MILES #23234T

$15,995

2009 TOYOTA 
CAMRY LE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, 
PW, PDL, CC, TILT, 

AM/FM, CD, 
39K MILES #23212T

$14,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #23041

$16,995
2011 TOYOTA VENZA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
35K MILES #23162T

$18,995
2013 TOYOTA AVALON LTD HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

6K MILES #21562T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22039T

$24,995
2012 HONDA ODYSSEY EXL

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
69K MILES #22146T

$15,995
2011 HONDA CRV

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
50K MILES #22502T

$16,995
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
33K MILES #22396

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
34K MILES #22550T

$11,995

2012 TOYOTA SEQUOIA PLATINUM
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

61K MILES #21573T

$39,995

SUPER
NICE

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

NAVIGATION

LOADED LOADED

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

52K MILES #22711T

$9,995
2013 HONDA CIVIC COUPE

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
32K MILES #22747T

$9,995

CERTIFIED NICE
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F Danielle Patterson, Mary 
Louis

Patterson, a highly recruit-
ed junior, made an immediate 
impact after transferring from 
Medgar Evers. She averaged 
a career-high 22 points and 
added eight rebounds and two 
steals per contest to help push 
the Hilltoppers back into the 
upper echelon of programs in 
New York City  
G Sydney Zambrotta, Christ 
the King

The sharp-shooting senior 
was a key cog in Christ the 
King’s run to another CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens title, aver-
aging 21.2 points per game. 
Zambrotta, who is headed to 
Louisville, dropped in a sea-
son-high 21 points in a 96-71 
victory over Bishop Loughlin 
in the diocesan title game. 

SECOND TEAM

G Sierra Green, Francis Lewis
Green put a subpar junior 

year behind her to help earn 
her team another trip to the 
city title game. The senior, 
who was often the focus of op-
ponents’ defenses, averaged 
17.7 points per game during 
the regular season. 
F Kaela Kinder, Christ the 
King

Kinder missed time early 
in the season with a broken 
foot, but came back with a 
vengeance. The Virginia Tech-
bound wing, who averaged 13 
points, returned to score 16 
points and grab 11 rebounds in 
a win over Bishop Loughlin. 
F Sofia Recupero, St. Francis 
Prep

The senior forward was a 
major force in the Terriers’ 

continuing progress as a pro-
gram by averaging 11.3 points 
and 7.3 rebounds. She scored 
a team-high 16 points to help 
beat Narareth in a Class A 
state playing-in game and 15 
points in the CHSAA state 
semifinals defeat.
G Kathryn Gibson, Archbishop 
Molloy 

Gibson came back from a 
torn ACL to return to the up-
per echelon of the borough’s 
players, averaging 14 points 
and four assists per game. The 
Molloy College-bound guard’s 
smarts and sizzling shooting 
could change games quickly 
and made each of her team-
mates better. 
G Jenna Mastellone, 
 Archbishop Molloy

The junior enjoyed a break-
out season for the Stanners. 
She was a consistent double-
digit scorer, who could do it in-
side and out. Mastellone, who 
has a bright future ahead, was 
also an excellent rebounder. 

HONORABLE MENTION 

G Taylor Aybar, Monsignor 
McClancy 
G Danielle DeGuia, Thomas 
Edison 
F Kenia Garcia, Monsignor 
McClancy 
F Emily Johnson, Archbishop 
Molloy
G Dorothy Matinale, St. 
 Francis Prep
G Courtney McCool, Mary 
Louis
G Nykiesha Paul, Far 
 Rockaway 
G Ashley Quiles, William C. 
Bryant 
F Kendra Sanchez, Bayside
F Dominique Williams, 
 Francis Lewis 

Tops in girls’ hoops DEWEY HOPKINS
Monsignor McClancy

All-Queens 
Coach of the Year

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Photo by William ThomasPhoto by William Thomas Photo by Robert Cole

Photo by Robert ColePhoto by William Thomas

JASMINE BRUNSON
Mary Louis

SYDNEY ZAMBROTTA
Christ the King

TALIYAH BRISCO
Francis Lewis

ASHLIE HOWELL
Christ the King

DANIELLE 
PATTERSON
Mary  Louis

Continued from Page 43
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Mets fans can all rattle off 
the special years in franchise 
history: 1969, ’73, ’86, ’88, 2000, 
2006 and now 2015. What’s 
missing is an Amazin’ era.

The Mets have made the 
playoffs in consecutive sea-
sons just once—in 1999 and 
2000—and have never won 
back-to-back division crowns. 
It was supposed to happen so 
many other times, most re-
cently in 2007 when the team 
historically collapsed in Sep-
tember. Instead, the Phillies 
won the World Series and be-
came the dominant team in 
the NL East. The Mets would 
post six straight losing years 
before putting it all together 
in 2015.

It is the history, as much 
as opposing teams, that the 
current group is competing 
against. 

It is why manager Terry 
Collins wanted the club’s home 

opener, a 7-2 win against the 
Phillies April 8, to be over as 
quickly as possible. He wanted 
to officially move past 2015, 
so the team could get on with 
finishing the job and not end-
ing up like so many other Mets 
teams that had similar expec-
tations. 

“2015 is over,” Collins said. 
“With what we accomplished 
last year there is a lot of ex-
citement, but we have to get 
focused on the remaining 159 
games now. I’m glad we won, 
glad our fans got to see us win, 
and are excited. We plan on 

winning a lot more. Right now 
it is time to focus on 2016.”

What could make this group 
different from the others is its 
pitching and the young core of 
Lucas Duda, Michael Conforto 
and Travis d’Arnaud to go 
along with Wilmer Flores and 
Juan Lagaras. It leaves the 
Mets a much larger window 
for success than was the case 
with the teams of the past, 
each of whose rosters took a 
step back the year after mak-
ing the World Series or NLCS.

The pitching. Oh, pitching 
is still the reason for every-
one’s optimism that the Mets 
can not only win the World Se-
ries this season, but contend 
for one for years to come. 

“What emerged from our 
system was some outstanding 
pitching,” said general man-
ager Sandy Alderson. “What 
became apparent was our 
goals was to hold on to it, hold 
on to the talent, hold on to the 
pitching.”

Finances will decide that, 
but for now Matt Harvey, Jacob 
deGrom, Noah Syndergaard, 
Steven Matz and even Bartolo 
Colon give you a chance to win 
and control the game every 
time out. They don’t even have 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Monsignor McClancy of-
fered Xaverian numerous 
chances to get back into their 
contest, with walks and fielder 
errors, but it took seven in-
nings for the Clippers to final-
ly cash in.

Xaverian scored all four of 
its runs in the bottom of the 
seventh inning to hand the 
Crusaders a gut-wrenching 4-3 
defeat in both teams’ CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens baseball 
opener in Bay Ridge April 7. 

The Clippers loaded the 
bases with two outs against re-
liever Ryan Neuwiler, thanks 
to two walks and a bloop in-
field single by Domenic Ra-
phael. An error on a routine 
ground ball resulted in a score 
from Joseph Scaramuzzino 
and brought cleanup hitter 
Xavier Vargas to the plate. The 
first baseman lined a fastball 
down the middle for a two-run 
single to right to tie the score 
at 3-3.

Pinch runner Ralph Flick 

stole third and the catcher’s 
throw sailed into left field, 
allowing the winning run to 
score.

“We had mistakes made in 
the field,” ace Charlie Neuwil-
er said. “Xaverian capitalized 
on the mistakes, tied the game 

up and eventually got the win-
ning run off that.”

Charlie Neuweiler kept 
Xaverian at back for 5-2/3 in-

nings. The Long Island Uni-
versity commit allowed just 
one hit, struck out six and 
walked four.

“That kid pitched a hell of 
a game out there,” Clippers 
coach Frank Del George said. 
“He deserved a better out-
come.”

 Xaverian made him work 
with long at-bats and deep 
counts. Neuweiler was taken 
out with his pitch count near-
ing 100.

“A couple of batters had me 
throwing some extra pitches I 
didn’t want to throw,” he said. 

McClancy itself was being 
one-hit through four innings 
by Xaverian ace Alex Passare-
lla, before finally breaking 
through for three runs in the 
fifth.

Justin Mateo singled on 
a mistake off-speed pitch to 
put two on with one out. The 
Crusaders, who reached the 
Intersectional semifinals last 
season, eventually got an RBI 
single from pinch hitter Dan-

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 488

Continued on Page 488

McClancy ace Charlie Neuwiler did not allow a run on one hit over 5-2/3 inning of work. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Mets Captain David Wright would love to see his team string togeth-
er playoffs appearances after it failed to do so in 2007. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Xaverian rallies in seventh to stun McClancy

Mets are still in pursuit of an Amazin’ era

Pitching is 
the reason for 

everyone’s 
optimism that 

the Mets can win 
the World Series 
this season and 

contend for years 
to come.
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to be at their best. 
“The nights they don’t 

have their best stuff they 
still compete,” Collins said. 
“They just don’t throw their 
hands up and say ‘Woe is me, 
I don’t have it tonight.’ They 
get through it and they com-
pete.”

It’s exactly what deGrom 
did over six innings, with his 
velocity down a bit, before 
leaving as a precautionary 
measure with a tight lat. He 
allowed one run, struck out 
six, scattered five hits and did 

not walk a batter. He had—
though not smartly—consid-
ered continuing to pitch. 

“I was going to go out 
there for the seventh and 
then thought twice about it,” 
deGrom said. 

It is an understanding that 
is about more than one game 
and more than one year. The 
challenge for his group is sus-
taining success, so that 2015 
is not the only season the cur-
rent group of Mets will get to 
celebrate. 

An amazing year is no lon-
ger good enough, but the real 
goal should be the sustained 
success that has eluded the 
Mets so far.

assistant coach Mike Hampton 
credited Gingras’ hustle. Head 
coach Ed Blankmeyer missed 
the game for medical reasons.

“He ran down there hard, 
and the umpire called him 
safe.” Hampton said. “So all 
I can say is that he competes, 
and he’s always trying to do 
his best just like any of the 
other guys out here.”

St. John’s jumped out to a 
1-0 lead right away in the bot-
tom of the first after a single 
from catcher Troy Dixon plated 
center fielder Jamie Galazin. 
Georgetown tied things up at 
1-1 in the top of the third.

The Red Storm added two 
more in the bottom half of the 
frame, thanks to Dixon and 
left fielder Michael Donadio. 
An Alex Caruso single gave 
the Red Storm a 4-1 lead in the 
bottom of the fourth, but St. 
John’s left the bases loaded.

SJU starter Kevin Magee 
pitched well in what was only 
his fourth start of the season. 
He allowed just three hits and 
one earned run with five strike-
outs, but he walked five and 
threw just four innings.

Georgetown tied things up 
with three runs in the top of 
the fifth after Magee allowed 
the first three batters of the in-
ning to reach base. From that 
point on the St. John’s bullpen 
was lights out.

Kevin Torres tossed 3 1/3 
hitless innings and picked up 
the win. Closer Thomas Hac-
kimer entered in the ninth to 
shut the door. Hackimer has 
allowed just one run in 28.1 in-
nings this season.

“I thought our pitching did 
pretty dang good today, they 
threw strikes, they competed,” 
Hampton said.

The win is SJU’s ninth in 
its last 11 games, and it will 
now enter the bulk of Big East 
play trying to repeat as confer-
ence champions.

“We’ll look at the other 
teams, how they did,” Gingras 
said. “We’re going to analyze 
and keep working on the good 
things we saw in that series 
today.”

iel Rafferty and a two-run 
single from Ronald Clinton to 
take a 3-0 lead. 

The Crusaders failed to 
add a tack-on run when a 
double play cleared first and 
second bases with one out. 
That opened the door for the 
Xaverian comeback and an 
early loss that could have big 

ramifications. McClancy and 
the Clippers are expected to 
be in contention for a divi-
sion title. 

“It’s the first game of the 
season, but it is always good 
to come out with a winning 
record in the next game and 
the game after that,” Neu-
weiler said. “We will definite-
ly learn from our mistakes 
from this game and do better 
next game.”

Block shots

McClancy

SJU
Continued from Page 47

Continued from Page 47

Continued from Page 43

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Cheril Alexander
Maria Blacque 

Belair
Eddie Boison
David Close
Brendan Fay

Sister Catherine 
Feeney

Erica Ford
Anne Forde

Sonia Goode-
LeMelle

John Kane, M.D.
Manashe Khaimov

Lester Lin
Danny Lye

Gail Mellow
Mohamed William

Kevin Montalvo

Pastor 
Joseph Mantovani

Dan Mundy
Jose Prince, M.D.
Taryn Sacramone

Claire Shulman
Marie Slaughter
Kathleen Thelian

James Trent
Edward & 

Josephine Wendell

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 12th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Borough President Melinda Katz
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Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 5/2/16.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�
N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT     

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & 
Filter Changes
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York 
State Inspections

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle ServiceShuttle ServiceS

2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LS
Stk# 161335s, Reference# 46930, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 

Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $23,995

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $139 or $99 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,010 Factory Rebate and $1,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,336

$139 $99
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

Stk# 161335 R f

ALL NEWALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT

$159 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161274, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $29,295

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $159 or $89 1st payment, 
$1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$2,289 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,816

2016 CHEVROLET2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE

$129 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 16466, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cyl 
Turbo, Bluetooth, 4G LTE. 1 Available! MSRP $21,995

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $89 1st 
payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $1,750 Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096

Stk# 161171, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, Heated Front 
Seats, Bed Liner Steps, Remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available! MSRP $44,290

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $299 or $229 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $3,640 Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $11,661

$299 $229
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

SILVERADO
Stk# 161177, Reference# 37697, Auto, 5.3L V8, Leather, Navigation, 

A/C, 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $549 or $499 1st 
payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,500 Factory Rebate and $2,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $21,411

$549 $499
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161174, Reference# 37698, Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger, Heated Front 
Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,645

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $207 or $169 1st 
payment, 2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,850 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $8,091

$207 $169
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE AWD LT

EA
15% OFF

MSRP
CASH BACK

ON MOST REMAINING 2015 CHEVY 

VEHICLES PLUS 2016 CRUZE LIMITED 

& MALIBU LIMITED

727727222227272772222 T!TTNTNTNTNNNVEVVEVEVEVR ERRRRRUUUOUOUOUHOHOHOHHHOOOOOOURURUUUU ENTENTENENVENVENVEVEVEVEVVEVEVEEURURURURHOHOHH ENUO R ENVH NOOU T!T!T!T!T!T!TT!!
ALL ENDS SUNDAY AT 5PM!
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MAY 15TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!


