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Elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and traffic safety 
advocates are calling on the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation to re-explore ways to 
reduce accidents at the   inter-
section of Blossom Avenue and 
Main Street in Flushing. 

At a news conference held 
Monday morning at the inter-
section near the Public Health 
Solutions’ WIC Center, state 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) said she 
wrote a letter to DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia in October 2015 asking 
for traffic calming measures 
to be installed at the intersec-
tion.  These measures are de-
signed to slow down or reduce 
traffic and increase safety for 
pedestrians. 

In the letter, Rozic referred 
to an accident that took place 
that month in which a young 
couple was struck as they were 
trying to cross the street, She 
also cited the high volume of 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic 
in the area. 

She said the DOT told her 
that although the intersection 
falls into a designation of traf-
fic space in which the area is 
too busy for a stop sign, it is 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
The U.S. Senate passed a 

long-term Federal Aviation 
Administration bill Tuesday 
that may require the Port 
Authority and the FAA to re-
examine LaGuardia Airport’s 
flight paths and the NextGen 
satellite navigation system. 

The bill, which the Sen-
ate passed by a vote of 95-3, 
requires the FAA to review 
certain decisions to exclude an 
environmental impact study 
for Next Generation flight pro-
cedures and to get advice from 
the airports where the proce-
dures will be implemented.

The bill, which now goes to 
the House of Representatives 
for debate, reauthorizes FAA 
programs through the end of 
fiscal year 2017. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), a member 
of the Queens Quiet Skies 

Caucus, said  the House needs 
to act now that the Senate has 
passed the bill. 

“Ultimately, we need a bill 
that gives the FAA a firmer 
ground on which to stand and 
that protects the flying public 
as well as addresses the bur-
densome, excessive aircraft 
noise pollution that is plagu-
ing our communities,” Crow-
ley said. 

An FAA spokesman said 
the agency does not comment 
on proposed legislation. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), another member of 
the Queens Quiet Skies Cau-
cus, said she has repeatedly 
called on the FAA to combat 
aircraft noise over Queens and 
to further involve the commu-
nity in the process, saying 
residents need relief.

“I will continue to support 
and advocate for legislation 

Continued on Page 48

Pahela Baishakh—or Bengali New Year—is an occasion for 
serious dressing up and partying. In Queens, the celebration 
starts in Diversity Plaza and spreads west into the streets 
 after dark. This young lady is wondering when the fun starts, 
we guess.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Senate paves
way for FAA 
look at LGA  

Leaders want plane noise tackled

Pol asks DOT 
to re-examine  
Blossom Ave.

Fifth Avenue @ 45th street
New York City see pg.7 for details
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BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing Senior Housing 
Month, a series of rent-freeze 
registration events for eligi-
ble senior citizens and people 
with disabilities, will take 
place in May.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), along with 
elected officials and represen-
tatives from the city Finance 
Department and community 
groups, announced the event 
April 14 on the steps of Flush-
ing Library.

Starting May 5, the Fi-
nance Department will staff 
locations around Flushing 
with case workers who will 
help residents apply for Se-
nior Citizen Rent Increase Ex-
emptions, known as SCRIE, 
and Disability Rent Increase 
Exemptions, called DRIE.

The programs are man-
aged by the Finance Depart-
ment to provide eligible vul-
nerable populations living 
in rent-controlled and rent-
stabilized apartments with a 
rent freeze. 

In 2014, the city raised the 
income eligibility require-
ments for both of these pro-
grams to $50,000, according 
to Koo. 

The councilman said se-
nior citizens and people with 
disabilities in Flushing are 

vastly underserved by the 
programs. 

“Flushing Senior Housing 
Month is a targeted effort to 
educate and enroll eligible 
residents in these important 
cost-saving, rent freeze pro-
grams,” he said. “We need to 
get the word out to people in 
every language that you may 
be qualified to have your rent 
frozen.”

Flushing has one of the 
highest numbers of non-par-
ticipating eligible households 
for SCRIE in all of New York 
City, with 1,434 enrolled and 
2,305 eligible households not 
enrolled, Koo said. 

He also said disparities 
stem from cultural factors 
such as language barriers, 
lack of communication from 
government and media and a 
negative perception of receiv-
ing government support.

The events will be held at 
the following locations:

• SelfHelp Benjamin 
Rosenthal Senior Center at 
45-25 Kissena Blvd., May 5 
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
RSVP at (718) 559-4468.

• Chinese Planning Coun-
cil Nanshan Senior Center 
at 136-18 39th Ave., 6th Floor, 
May 12 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
RSVP at (718) 358-3030. 

• Minkwon Center for 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Participatory budgeting is 

catching on as a way for com-
munities in Queens to have a 
direct say in what projects get 
funded within their districts. 

When City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) an-
nounced this year’s winning 
projects Monday, he said that 
almost twice as many votes 
were cast during the participa-
tory budget process this year as 
were cast last year. Vallone also 
announced he would be allocat-
ing an additional $2.25 million 
for the winning projects.

A total of 4,500 votes were 
cast by residents in order to de-
cide how Vallone would spend 
$1 million of his discretionary 
funding. This turnout places 
Bayside’s council office at No. 
1 for Queens County and third 
in the city.

Bayside High School’s Mu-
sic Education Complex project 
pulled in the highest number 
of votes at 1,144. This will fund 
the completion of a state-of-
the-art music studio for the 
350 students enrolled in the 

school’s “Career and Tech-
nical Education” music pro-
gram. The project will receive 
$450,000. The JHS 194 Audito-
rium Upgrade came in second 
with 1,085 votes. This project 
will get $550,000 to fully reno-
vate the auditorium, which is 
used for school and commu-
nity events.

An auditorium upgrade 
will also be funded for PS 193 
($500,000) with 1,059 votes and 
a gymnasium upgrade for PS 
79 ($200,000) with 1,025 votes. 

The Harvey Park Pedestri-
an Safety Sidewalk and Guard-
rail project also received fund-
ing, with 987 votes. The project 
will provide a concrete walk-
way along the northbound 
Whitestone Expressway Ser-
vice Road between 20th Av-
enue and 14th Avenue. 

“It’s a hazard to walk to 
14th Avenue. I think this will 
benefit the members of the 
community for years to come,” 
said Frank Mezzanotte, one of 
the leaders of the project and a 
coach for the Dwarf Giraffes 
baseball team.

Vallone spoke about the 

success of participatory bud-
geting in his district, saying  
“4,500 votes shows you when a 
community comes out and gets 
involved, spends their nights 
and their time, this process is 
very worth it.”

 He added, “It also teaches 
our youth, because this is the 
only process where you can be 
16 years old and vote. That’s 
why you see so much activ-
ity from the schools. In a time 
when we’re looking at why 
people aren’t voting, you have 
a participatory budgeting pro-
cess where we as  the New York 
City Council embrace and say 
get your youth involved... and 
they got involved!”

New York City has one of 
the lowest voter turnouts in 
the nation with only 58 percent 
of those registered showing up 
at the polls. Participatory bud-
geting gets people involved in 
the democratic process on a 
grassroots level.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued on Page 48

Flushing Senior Housing Month aims to educate senior citizens and 
people with disabilities about rent freeze programs for which they 
are eligible. Photo courtesy Councilman Koo's Office

Council Member Paul Vallone holds a press conference to announce the winners of this year's participatory 
budgeting vote. Photo by Mark Hallum

Senior Housing Month 
to kick off in Flushing

Voters make the call 
Vallone says his district is No. 1 in participatory budget votes
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Students from Middle 
School 74 in Oakland Gardens 
are poised to compete at the 
championships of an interna-
tional intellectual competition 
and are trying to raise funds 
to pay for the journey.

The group of seven students 
are participating in Odyssey of 
the Mind, a creative problem-
solving competition. Students 
from kindergarten through 
college compete every year. 
Founded in 1978, the compe-
tition now attracts students 
from around the country and 
the globe.

Richard Getzel, a math 
teacher at MS 74, has coached 
the Odyssey of the Mind team 
for the past three years. Get-
zel’s team won second place at 
the competition’s state finals 
in Binghamton April 2. In do-
ing so, they secured a slot at 
Odyssey’s world finals at Iowa 
State University in Ames, 
IA, May 25 through May 28. 
Teams from all 50 states and 

from 70 countries around the 
world will be competing.

It would only be the second 
time in the history of the com-
petition that Queens would 
be represented at the world 
finals, according to Getzel. A 
team of students from Public 
School 213 competed in 2013, 
and some of those students are 
now on the MS 74 team. Getzel 
said the students had worked 
hard to achieve their success.

“The kids stay after school 
twice a week for about five 
hours a week. They’ve come 
to school three hours every 
Saturday since the beginning 
of the year. It’s an incredible 
time commitment,” he said. 
“It’s helped them become fear-
less in terms of public speak-
ing. It’s fostered creativity and 
given them a chance to work 
creatively with other people.”

The competition is split 
into several different cat-
egories incorporating the 
sciences and the humanities, 
and Getzel’s team is trying its 
hand at the “Furs, Fins, Feath-

ers and Friends” problem. The 
team must “create and present 
a humorous performance de-
picting problem solving from 
the perspective of three dif-
ferent animals. The animals 
will help a stranger, help each 
other, and solve a problem that 
threatens the survival of all 
animals,” according to Odys-

sey’s website.
Getzel said the perfor-

mance was created entirely by 
the students, including set de-
sign and dance choreography. 
Getzel also noted that Odyssey 
of the Mind was relatively un-
known in New York City.

“It is huge in upstate New 
York and in many other parts 

of the country. There isn’t as 
much fanfare here surround-
ing it,” he said.

Getzel speculated that 
funding issues may impede 
city students from competing 
more often.

The MS 74 team is current-
ly facing a shortfall in funding 
its trip to the finals. Getzel 
said the school had been sup-
portive of the team’s endeav-
ors, but MS 74 had no funds 
for a trip to Iowa for Getzel, 
the students or their chaper-
ones. Getzel and the parents 
started a GoFundMe page to 
raise approximately $10,000 
to cover the airfare, food and 
accommodations. Despite the 
gap, Getzel felt confident that 
the students would make it to 
Ames.

“We’re very hopeful and 
we’ll work our best to make 
sure we can go,” he said. “This 
is something they’ve worked 
towards for three years and 
for it to not be realized...it’s 
just not in the cards.”

The Odyssey of the Mind team at MS 74 celebrates its second place 
finish at the state finals in Binghamton. Pictured are team members 
Jarett Glickman (l-r), Joie Ning, Coach Richard Getzel, Nicole Kardum, 
Kristin Cheng, Haley Sim, Kristen Morgenstern and Alyssa Chau. 

Courtesy of Richard Getzel

Middle-school students raise money for Iowa trip
Team secures spot to compete in intellectual tournament but needs funds for travel

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

Queens voters, enthusias-
tic about being relevant at the 
polls once again, cast their 
votes in large numbers for 
Democrat Hillary Clinton and 
Republican Donald Trump in 
the most contested presiden-
tial primary in decades.

Based on a spot check of 
polling sites across the bor-
ough by TimesLedger News-
papers, voting was heavy in 
Sunnyside, Hollis and Astoria 
Tuesday as a steady stream of 
voters circled their ballots in 
Bayside and Jamaica. 

At the polling site at Hill-
crest Jewish Center in Fresh 
Meadows, Annam Malik said 
it had been busier than in oth-
er primaries.

  “The youth vote—I heard 
about it on the news,” she said. 
“But now I’m actually seeing 
it.”

When final numbers on 
turnout are calculated, Clin-
ton was expected to have 
drawn about 61 percent of the 
Democratic vote in Queens vs. 
nearly 40 percent for Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, with sup-
port topping 75 percent for the 
former New York senator in 
southeast Queens. Sanders 
scored in the Rockaways, As-
toria and Ridgewood.

 On the GOP side, Queens 
native Trump swept an esti-

mated 68 percent of the bor-
ough’s vote, raising questions 
about the political futures of 
both Texas Sen. Ted Cruz (18 
percent) and Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich (14 percent) as the pri-
mary battle wears on.

Up for grabs in New York 
state were 247 Democratic del-
egates and 95 Republican del-
egates.

There were some glitches 
at the Queens polls, but ma-
jor irregularities in the other 
boroughs prompted Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer to announce 
he would audit the city Board 
of Elections.  Some 125,000 

registered Democratic were 
inexplicably dropped from the 
rolls in Brooklyn between No-
vember and Primary Day.

“The people of New York 
City have lost 
c o n f i d e n c e 
that the Board 
of Elections 
can effectively 
a d m i n i s t e r 
elections and 
we intend to find out why the 
Board of Elections is so con-
sistently disorganized, chaotic 
and inefficient,” Stringer said 
in a statement. 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The borough’s Ecuadorean 

community, still reeling from 
Saturday’s 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake that claimed at 
least 400 people and injured 
more than 2,500 in their home 
country, gathered for a candle-
light vigil at St. Leo’s Church 
in Corona Wednesday as plans 
to aid relief efforts gained 
strength. 

State Sen, Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) are hosting 
the “Queens for Ecuador” 
benefit concert to raise funds 
to provide aid to the victims 
and their families. Musicians 
from Ecuador, Colombia, Mex-

ico, Peru and the Dominican 
Republic were scheduled to 
perform at La Boom at 56-15 
Northern Blvd. in Woodside 
Sunday from 1 to 7 p.m.

All proceeds of the event 

will go to UNICEF, which is 
the international organization 
working with the Consulate 
General of Ecuador in New 
York.

BY BILL PARRY

After Bernie Sanders 
drew huge crowds for rallies 
in Manhattan’s Washing-
ton Square and Brooklyn’s 
Prospect Park last week, 
expectations were high for 
his primary eve rally Mon-
day in Hunters Point South 
Park. But a crowd of less than 
5,000 turned out for the Sand-
ers stump speech and most 
of them seemed to be from 
Brooklyn and Manhattan.

“Yeah, that was a bit of 
a surprise,” Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy Presi-
dent Rob Basch said. “But 
anytime you have a lot of 
newcomers seeing this park 
for the first time it’s a good 
thing. It’s a great opportunity 
for people to see Long Island 
City and get an idea of what 
they’re missing.”

Amy Coady, a resident of 
the Powerhouse, looked at the 
crowd and shrugged.

“The size 
of the crowd 
is what you 
see in this 
park every 
Sunday af-
t e r n o o n , 

but they picked a really nice 
place to hold this,” she said. 
“It’s fantastic. The people that 
use this park are very proud 
of the attention this park is 
getting. Everyone who sees it 
wants to comeback.”

The two-year-old water-
front park got tremendous ex-
posure last summer when the 
Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks 

shifted back to the East River. 
The national broadcast was 
based inside the park using 
the Manhattan skyline and 
the East River as a backdrop.

“And we just found out the 
fireworks are coming back 
here this year,” Basch said 
smiling broadly. “The fire-
works were an amazing event 
last year even if they closed 
the park to residents. Gantry 
Plaza State Park was packed 
and it was a great night for 
local business and we expect 
the same this year.”

While City Hall would not 
comment on the fireworks 
coming back to the East 
River, a Macy’s spokesman 
said “the barges for the show 
will continue to be set on the 
waterway in the same exact 
locations as last year on the 
East River.”

The conservancy’s mis-
sion is to enrich the quality 
of life in Hunters Point by 
preserving and enhancing its 
parks, green spaces and wa-
terfront with the community.

“This park has the diver-
sity of cultures. You might 
find 75 percent of the bor-
ough’s cultures coming out 
here on a great day,” Basch 
said. “The amount of young 
families that use it are a good 
indication of what a thriving 
community this is and how it 
all works together. An event 
like this rally shows you 
what is possible in this park 
and it gives us new ideas for 
future events to go along with 
our outdoor cinema, our live 

Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders speaks at a rally 
held at Hunters Point South Park Monday night.  Photo by Bill Parry

HILLARY CLINTON
 AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Boro wasn’t feeling
the Bern this week

Electeds plan concert for Ecuador

Queens casts votes
Trump, Clinton dominate polls after solid turnout

DONALD TRUMP
 AP Photo/Mel Evans

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Assemblyman Francisco Moya (l-r), state Sen. Jose Peralta and 
Assemblyman Michael DenDekker at the vigil in St. Leo’s Church in 
Corona.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials and rep-
resentatives from the city’s 
Commission on Human 
Rights detailed the protec-
tions available to city resi-
dents during a discussion at 
SUNY’s Queens Educational 
Opportunity Center in Ja-
maica. 

The April 14 event was 
geared to inform members of 
the neighborhood’s Muslim 
and Arab communities.

“At this present time, 
there’s a dark cloud over the 
nation... and people are being 
stigmatized and criminalized 
for their faith, because of who 
they are,” Imam Ayub Abdul 
Baki of the Islamic Cultural 
Center of New York said dur-
ing the meeting’s opening. 
“We need to be empowered 
with information that will 
help us to combat this.”

Attendees at the event also 
included City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-Jamaica), 
Human Rights Commissioner 
Carmelyn Malalis and Derek 
Slaughter, a director in the 
agency who gave attendees 
a presentation on the rights 
and protections available to 
New Yorkers.

“Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions,” he said, “because 
as you all know knowledge is 
power.”

Slaughter spoke about the 
Fair Chance Act, which be-
came effective Oct. 27. The act 
makes it illegal for employers 
to ask potential employees 
about criminal background 
histories until a job offer has 
been made. 

He also mentioned the 
new “caregiver” protections 
enacted by the City Council 
Jan. 5. In the New York City 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The legacy of one of the 

borough’s foremost cultural 
figures was celebrated Sunday 
with a special tribute perfor-
mance by the Queens Sympho-
ny Orchestra. Maestro David 
Katz, who founded the QSO in 
1953, was remembered before 
a sold-out crowd at the LeFrak 
Concert Hall, part of the Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts at 
Queens College.

“This is a world-class arts 
organization and I hope some-
where David Katz is taking a 
bow for what he accomplished 
here,”  said Edmond Coller, a 
member of the QSO board of 
directors. “Creating this or-
chestra in 1953 as amateurs 
and nurturing it into a pro-
fessional outfit was a most 
extraordinary gift to Queens. 
I watched him do it with his 

talent and with his standards 
and with his enthusiasm and 
we are committed to expand-

ing his vision and his legacy.”
Katz’s daughter Melinda, 

the current borough president, 
figured prominently at the 
start of the program, which 
included a world premiere by 
two-time Pulitzer Prize nomi-
nated composer Avrohom Le-
ichtling and a performance 
of Mozart’s “Sinfonia Concer-
tante” by Alexander Mish-
naevski and Mark Peskanov.

Arias from Mozart, Rossini 
and Verdi, including selec-
tions from “Rigoletto,” were 
presented as well as a perfor-
mance by former celebrity 
cantor Avi Albrecht. But first, 
Melinda Katz remembered her 
father, who died of cancer at 
62 at his Forest Hills home in 
1987, and her mother Jeanne, 
who served as the orchestra’s 
executive director until she 
died in 1969.

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara told a roomful of Queens 
civic leaders that his crusade 
against crooked politicians 
will make news “in the next 
couple of weeks” days after he 
vowed to root out corruption 
at all levels of government, in-
cluding the mayor’s and gover-
nor’s offices. 

In a speech to the Queens 
Civic Congress, Bharara said 
his office is the “best cor-
ruption fighting team in the 
business” after successfully 
prosecuting former Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver and 
Senate Majority Dean Ske-
los on corruption charges last 
year.

“There are so many good 
people in government and 
elected office who do great 
things and are honorable and 
have integrity and loyalty to 
the law and want to do good 
things the right way,” Bharara 
said. “What ruins it for them 
is the bad ones that my office 
has sent to jail in the last few 
years.”

He did not mention Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo or Mayor Bill 
de Blasio during his speech 
Sunday at Antun’s in Queens 
Village nor did he speak of 
any current investigations. 
Last week during his keynote 
speech at Common Cause New 
York’s annual gala, he said the 
executive branches of the state 
and city government “are far 
from immune from the creep-
ing show-me-the-money cul-
ture” that pervades New York 
politics.

“The problem is there’s 
too much corruption going on 
and Queens is not immune,” 
Bharara told the Queens Civic 
Congress, an organization 
formed in 1997 to represent 
more than 100 civic and com-
munity groups. He was warm-
ly received and interrupted 
often by applause, and even 
laughter after mentioning 
disgraced former City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran, who is 
currently serving a ten-year 
prison term for his role in a 
bribery scheme.

“He said in his own words 
money is what greases the 
wheels, good, bad or indiffer-
ent,” Bharara said. The pros-

ecutor started off his speech 
on a light note.

“I left all of my subpoenas 
in Manhattan today so every-
one can relax and enjoy their 
lunch,” he said. Born in Pun-

jab, India in 1968, Bharara and 
his family came through JFK 
Airport when he emigrated to 
the United States as a young 
man.

“I am foreign-born like so 

many of the people in this bor-
ough,” he said, pointing out 
“48 percent of people living 
in Queens are foreign born. 
It’s great to be in what we cel-
ebrate in America as the most 
diverse county in the country, 
the most diverse county in the 
world.”

Bharara spoke of the rights 
of the disabled and those liv-
ing in public housing “who 
deserve a clean and safe envi-
ronment.” He warned of the 
dangers of painkiller abuse 
saying, “these pills are get-
ting so expensive people are 
turning to heroin (and) pre-
scription painkillers are now 
a gateway drug to heroin.”

He said the rule of law is a 
cornerstone of democracy and 
members of the Queens Civic 
Congress play an important 
role.

“We will pursue every cor-
rupt official we can, but you 
can’t prosecute your way out,” 
Bharara said. “It will take the 
press, the politicians them-
selves, and it will take the pub-
lic through organizations like 
this one that hold the politi-
cians feet to the fire.”

Borough President Melinda Katz 
performs as part of a Queens 
Symphony Orchestra concert 
honoring her late father. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, speaks 
at a luncheon held by the Queens Civic Congress.  Photo by Bill Parry

Too much corruption going on: Preet
US attorney tells Queens Civic Congress ‘we will make news in the next couple of weeks’

Queens Symphony Orchestra
pays tribute to Katz’s father

City promotes rights 
of Muslims in boro

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Democratic and Republi-

can lawmakers from Queens, 
upstate New York and Long 
Island came together for a pri-
vate historic meeting in down-
town Flushing last week.

The office of state Assem-
blyman Ron Kim (D-Flushing), 
who participated in the meet-
ing, initially sent out a media 
advisory about the event, held 
at Mudan Banquet Hall at 136-
17 39th Ave. April 14, the day 
before the event. 

But the morning of the 
event, his office said the meet-
ing would no longer be open to 
the public or to the media. 

“I think people were just 
a little bit hesitant to publicly 
talk about some of the issues 
and they felt more comfort-
able openly talking about it in 
a private setting,” Kim said. 
“People tend to be less honest 
about some of the issues when 
they know it’s being recorded 
so we ultimately decided it was 
best to have them come in, talk 

to some of our local constitu-
ents.”

Participants who were 
scheduled to attend included 
state Assemblymen Brian 
Kolb, the Republican Party’s 
minority leader; Marcos Cres-
pos, chairman of the Hispanic 
and Puerto Rican Task Force; 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona), 
speaker pro tem; and Francis-
co Moya (D-Jackson Heights), 
chairman of the Commission 
on Science and Technology. 

Other  Republican members 
from upstate New York and 
Long Island; Peter Tu, execu-
tive director of the Flushing 
Chinese Business Associa-
tion; and Minsum Kim of the 
Korean American Association 
of Greater New York were also 
scheduled to participate.

Crespos and Aubry were 
not able to attend the meeting, 
according to Kim.

The assemblyman said 
the participants first went 
to a public school in Jackson 
Heights to meet with students 
who were immigrants and 

learn about the struggles they 
faced. The group then went to 
Citi Field for a tour of the sta-
dium. The group also visited 
parts of the Bronx. 

One topic discussed at the 
Flushing meeting were the 
challenges that small business 
owners face, especially mom-
and-pop stores, and how they 

are being priced out of New 
York City.

Other areas of concern in-
cluded former Police Officer 
Peter Liang, who was recently 
sentenced to five years of pro-
bation in the fatal shooting 
of Akai Gurley. Kim said he 
spoke about the need for the 
criminal justice system to be 

reformed and that the African-
American and Asian commu-
nities have been pitted against 
one another. 

Kim said that in New York 
City, advancing the Dream Act 
legislation allowing undocu-
mented students who gradu-
ated from high schools here to 
apply for college financial aid 
has been a big priority and in 
upstate New York the hard-
ships farmers face has been an 
issue. He believes lawmakers 
meeting regularly to discuss 
problems and visit one anoth-
er’s communities would help 
everyone understand what is 
happening in other areas.

“I think these discus-
sions will lead to incremental 
change in the way that people 
understand each other,” Kim 
said. “I don’t expect any im-
mediate change overnight but 
we will take a series of these 
events and meetings. As Dem-
ocrats in New York City, we 
also plan on going upstate and 
visiting their communities as 
well.”

State Assemblyman Ron Kim says Republican and Democratic lawmak-
ers gathered for a rare bipartisan meeting to discuss problems affecting 
their constituents. 

Kim hosts bipartisan meet in downtown Flushing
Queens leaders tour with lawmakers from outside city to understand communities’ challenges

Bell Boulevard 
Sport & Health Fest

��esented 	y

MEET
& GREET!

FUN 
FOR THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY!

FUN 
FOR THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY!

CLIMB
RUN

PLAY!

SUNDAY
MAY 15 

NOON-4 PM

Join your local businesses on Bell Boulevard to enjoy a great day 
of family friendly activities. All activities are free of charge.

GROOMING SALON INC.

718-460-LOLA (5652)
20-28 College Point Blvd., College Point, NY 11356

www.LolasGroomingSalon.com

LOLA’S GROOMING SALON GRAND OPENING! 

Schedule Your Pet’s Grooming Today! 
Includes Bathing        Nail Trimming        Ear Cleaning

Teeth Brushing        Anal Gland Expression.

Over 20 years of grooming experience.
Your furry friends will be in good hands at Lola’s Grooming Salon!

The likelihood of you pooping on the 
hairdresser is pretty slim.
You don’t bite or scratch your hairdresser.
Your hairdresser only washes and cuts the 
hair on your head, not your entire body.
Your haircut doesn’t include a manicure   
or pedicure.
You sit still for your hairdresser.

1.

2.

3.
 
4. 

5.

The Top Five Reasons Why Pet 
Haircuts Cost More Than Yours!
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5th Avenue & 
45th Street
New York City

Monday, April 25-Friday, April 29
12:00-4:00pm
 Live DJ with trivia and prizes

 Photos with the Larry O’Brien NBA Championship Trophy

 Pop-a-Shot tournaments

Tuesday, April 26 & Thursday, April 28
12:00-4:00pm
 NBA Fashion Tattoo Bar

Friday, April 29
1:00-2:00pm
 Appearance by NBA legend John Starks 
 & the Knick City Dancers**

*Appearance, event dates and times subject to change. **NBA Store fans who purchase $10 or more of NBA Store merchandise will receive an autograph 
pass to meet John Starks. Limited quantity, while supplies last. No outside merchandise.
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Best Wishes
for

a Joyous Passover

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Christ the King High School honored the following students as 
Students of the Month for their grades.  They were recognized for 
their hard work and dedication to their education. 

 
         Joined by Principal Peter Mannarino are (from left):  Kasey 

Collado, Juan Casanova, Jr., Lorenza Taormina, Faith Jones, Gabriella 
Cam, Kordian Von Cyga, Wehzhe Guo (Jeff), and Najee Hunt.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students Honored 
as Students of the Month

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor   

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 

Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, 
Bronzes, Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & 

Marble Top Furniture, Fine Porcelain, 
Entire Contents of Estates.

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The opt-out movement 

has generated headlines and 
protests in recent weeks as 
students across the city and 
state sat for their state stan-
dardized exams that were 
held on April 5-7 and April 
12-13. . Official numbers will 
not be released for several 
months, but advocates said 
the pattern would likely re-
main steady from the year 
before.

“New York City is kind 
of a small picture of the rest 
of the state,” Loy Gross, co-
founder of United to Coun-
ter the Core, said. “Overall, 
there are very few opt-outs in 
Queens.”

About 2 percent of New 
York City students boycotted 
the tests in 2015, in compari-
son to a statewide average of 
approximately 20 percent. 
Gross theorized that New 
York City rates were lower 
because parents were wor-
ried that if students did not 
take the exams, it would hurt 
their chances to be admitted 
to the middle or high school 
of their choice.

“In the city, we have par-
ents who say that there are no 
consequences, that there are 
alternate ways to be used” to 
gain admittance into schools, 
she said. “But that informa-
tion doesn’t seem to be spread 
very widely.”

Inquiries to Queens 
school districts were referred 
to a Department of Education 
spokeswoman who said that 
the department would not 
release any opt-out numbers 
until the state released test 
scores in August. 

At a meeting earlier this 
month, after the first week of 
testing was complete, Super-

intendent Mabel Munez-Sar-
duy of District 28 said only 
275 students out of 15,000 had 
opted-out of the 2016 English 
exams. District 28 includes 
parts of the neighborhoods of 
Rego Park, Kew Gardens and 
Jamaica. Anecdotal evidence 
from other areas in Queens 
supports the assertion that 
the opt-out rate was low in 
comparison to some other ar-
eas of the state.

Supporters of the state 
tests, including pro-Common 
Core advocacy organiza-
tion High Achievement New 
York, said the steady rates 
of opt-outers indicated that 
the movement was unlikely 
to grow beyond the current 
percentages.

“The vast majority of New 
Yorkers have their children 
say yes to these necessary 
tests,” the leaders of the orga-
nization said in a statement. 
“Our goal is for the minority 
of suburban areas currently 
opting out to join them.” 

The organization’s pre-
liminary findings indicated 
that only Long Island saw a 
sizable boost in opt-outers. 
According to High Achieve-
ment, Long Island students 
opted out at a rate of more 
than 50 percent, with both 
the English Language Arts 
and math tests seeing an in-
crease.

Gross said the numbers 
for this year would still easily 
exceed the threshold of 5 per-
cent of students opting out. 
Federal legislation demands 
that 95 percent of students in 
a district must take state ex-
ams to ensure accountability 
for the district, and in theory, 
districts that do not reach 
that goal may be penalized 
by the withholding of federal 

BY BILL PARRY

The city has developed a 
plan of action for the Zika vi-
rus. 

Less than a week after the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced 
there is enough evidence to de-
clare Zika the cause of a birth 
defect called microcephaly as 
well as other brain abnormali-
ties during pregnancies, May-
or Bill de Blasio announced 
a three-year plan to protect 
New Yorkers and prevent the 
spread of the mosquito-borne 
virus.

“We are doing all we can to 
target the mosquito that could 
transmit Zika here in the city, 
and building the capacity 
to respond to every possible 
scenario, no matter how un-
likely,” de Blasio said Monday, 
marking the start of mosquito 
season. “We will spare no ef-
fort to protect pregnant New 
Yorkers from the devastating 
consequences of Zika, and we 
ask New Yorkers to help us 
by taking simple steps to get 
rid of standing water where 
mosquitoes can breed. We also 
ask pregnant women who may 
have been exposed to Zika to 
talk to their doctors about get-
ting tested.”

Building on the city Health 
Department’s West Nile virus 
mosquito control program, the 

mayor’s plan expands mosqui-
to surveillance and control to 
identify and target mosquitoes 
that could potentially trans-
mit the Zika virus, creates a 
capacity to meet a growing 
need for testing pregnant New 
Yorkers and local mosquitoes 
for the virus, and launches a 
comprehensive campaign to 
disseminate prevention and 
testing information through-
out the city. The plan will add 
51 new positions, including 
inspectors, exterminators and 
lab analysts, and it will double 
the number of mosquito traps 
placed around the city.

“There are a lot of un-
knowns around the Zika virus, 
but New York City is prepared 
to confront all possible scenar-
ios, including the dramatic in-
crease in imported cases over 
the summer and the potential 
for local transmission,” Dep-
uty Mayor for Health and Hu-
man Services Dr. Herminia 
Palacio said. “We already have 
one of the most robust mos-
quito-control infrastructures 
in place to manage West Nile 
virus, and we are building on 
that to reduce the chance of a 
local outbreak.”

The city’s plan focuses on 
clinical services, mosquito 
control and public awareness. 
Zika investment totals $21 mil-
lion over a three-year period, 
including matching funds 

from New York State.
A $1.2 million citywide 

awareness campaign was 
launched Monday, remind-
ing residents of the steps they 
can take to reduce and prevent 
mosquito bites. New Yorkers 
can protect themselves from 
mosquito bites by wearing 
protective clothing, using 
mosquito repellent and elimi-
nating standing water in bird 
baths, cans, flower pots and 
any place where water could 
gather and mosquitoes could 
lay eggs.

“The city’s Health Depart-
ment has successfully helped 
limit mosquito-borne diseases 
for more than 15 years, when 
the West Nile virus emerged,” 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Mary T. Bassett said. “New 
Yorkers’ best defense against 
Zika is to avoid traveling to af-
fected areas.”

The outbreak of Zika vi-
rus began last year in Brazil 
before spreading throughout 
South and Central America 
and the Caribbean. There is no 
vaccine, but the World Health 
Organization said it would 
take at least 18 months to start 
large-scale clinical trials of 
potential preventative shots.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Students hold up signs calling for parents to let their students opt 
out of state tests at the William Street School in Lancaster. The stu-
dents protested during a visit to the school by New York Education 
Commissioner MaryEllen Elia.  Photo by Carolyn Thompson/AP

Mayor Bill de Blasio has announced a new line of attack against the mosquitoes that carry the Zika virus.

City rolls out Zika plan
Defense includes mosquito traps, awareness campaign

Opt-out rates steady 
among city students

Continued on Page 48
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POLICE 

Blotter

LINDEN HILL—Police were look-
ing for three suspects who assaulted 
and stole the car of an Uber driver in 
Linden Hill. 

At about 5:15 a.m. April 10, the sus-
pects requested an Uber cab to pick 
them up in front of 30-05 Whitestone 
Expressway, according to the police. 

Once the 53-year-old driver arrived, 
one suspect punched the driver in the 
chest and pulled him out of the car and 
sat in the driver’s seat, police said. The 
other two suspects also sat inside the 
car.

The suspects drove away and the 

car was then found partially sub-
merged in a lake inside Brookville 
Park in Rosedale, officials said. 

The two male were both described 
by police as between the ages of 25 and 
30, 5-foot-11 and weighing 180 pounds. 

The first suspect was last seen wear-
ing a black jacket and white shirt while 
the other suspect was last seen wear-
ing a black baseball cap, a gray-hooded 
sweater, black jeans and black shoes. 

A third suspect, a black woman, 
was described as being between the 
ages of 25 and 30, 5-foot-9 and weighing 
180 pounds.

CORONA — A 29-year-old police of-
ficer was arrested and charged with 
criminal mischief after he allegedly 
knocked down mannequins at a cloth-
ing shop last weekend, the NYPD said. 

At about 12:10 a.m. Sunday, the of-
ficer, identified by police as Joshua 
Castro, went into the Medellin Colom-
bia Fashion shop in Corona, knocked 

down some mannequins and ended up 
breaking one of them, according to a 
police spokesman.

Castro was issued a desk appear-
ance ticket by the NYPD and was ex-
pected in court on June 17, according 
to a spokeswoman for Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

BEECHHURST — Police were 
looking for a man who allegedly hit a 
77-year-old woman with a tire in the 
driveway of her Beechhurst home. 

At about 10:20 a.m. April 15, the vic-
tim parked the vehicle in the driveway 
in the area of Cryders Lane and 157th 
Street and the suspect then approached 
her, knocking on her window asking if 
she saw his lost pet, according to a po-
lice spokesman.

He snatched her wallet from her 
hands and struck her in the face with a 
tire iron and she was taken to an area 
hospital for stitches, the spokesman 
said. 

The suspect took $100 and her wal-
let and fled the scene, the official said.

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing, the spokes-
man said.

Elderly woman hit by man with tire iron: NYPD

Officer topples mannequins in Corona: cops

Police seek suspects in theft of Uber car

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Police released these images of two men suspected in the robbery of an Uber driver on the 
Whitestone Expressway.  NYPD
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?
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We

NOW HAVE

COLD LASER

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a

“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies

may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL 

SYNDROME 
OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

•PAIN •NUMBNESS
•TINGLING •WEAKNESS
•DIFFICULTY HANDLING 

SMALL OBJECTS
•WAKING UP AT NIGHT

WITH PAIN

FLEX
RETIN
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The New York City Council 
recently voted overwhelmingly 
to approve Mayor deBlasio’s two 
zoning proposals aimed at in-
creasing the amount of affordable 
and senior housing units in our 
city. The bills are the Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing and Zon-
ing for Quality and Affordability 
text amendments.

Almost everyone recognizes 
the need for housing units that 
working New Yorkers and our se-
nior citizens can afford. However, 
the mayor’s proposals attack the 
rezonings that so many of us have 
worked so hard to achieve in or-
der to maintain the character of 
our communities and to stem the 
tide of overdevelopment and inap-
propriate development. 

The mayor’s proposals ap-

proach zoning on the basis of a 
one-size-fits-all mentality. But 
in reality, what would be accept-
able in one part of our city may be 
totally unacceptable in another 
part. That’s why it took years to 
accomplish the contextual rezon-
ings that civic and community 
groups worked on and lobbied for 
in all parts of the city. Each com-
munity was examined individu-
ally and rezoned based on the 
housing stock already in place. 

With MIH and ZQA, that did 
not happen. The measures were 
rushed through in one year’s 
time. Both measures received 
strong support from the real es-
tate industry. Some modifications 
were made to both the MIH and 
the ZQA after the City Planning 
Commission and City Council 

hearings. But the overall impact 
to our communities will be the 
same. More dense development 
and less parking requirements in 
many areas will be the norm.

Why weren’t the changes 
brought back to the residents 
for their consideration? Remem-
ber that 50 out of 59 community 
boards across the city rejected 
these proposals as they were 
originally written as well as the 
majority of the borough presi-
dents. All of these people repre-
sent us, the taxpayers! We should 
be thankful to the City Council 
members who voted against these 
measures.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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It’s springtime and our thoughts turn to balmy 
days in the borough’s parks, which are a mecca 
for family outings, bike riding and sporting events 
such as soccer matches.  But criminals—some bare-
ly out of elementary school and others with long 
rap sheets—see vast opportunities for mischief in 
Queens’ green spaces.

City Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), whose district covers half of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, is rightfully outraged because Queens 
is only getting eight new Parks Enforcement Patrol 
officers to police the entire borough. 

The mayor recently announced that the latest 
city budget includes funds for 67 new PEP officers 
throughout the city, a welcome move.  But after the 
additional PEP staff are parceled out, Queens will be 
left holding the bag with the fewest on patrol.

In fact, Lancman pointed out the new unarmed 
PEP recruits will give Manhattan about 21 officers 
per 1,000 acres of parkland, Brooklyn 15 and Queens 
less than five.

Particularly troubling is the rising crime rate in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, which straddles 
two police precincts but has only sporadic NYPD 
coverage. Like Central Park, the most dangerous in 
the city based on police stats, Flushing Meadows is 
spread over many acres and has a number of isolated 
spots that are difficult to patrol. But Central Park 
has its own police precinct.

Without dedicated PEP officers to enforce the law, 
Queens’ biggest park can become a playground for 
young gang members, armed criminals, truants and 
drug dealers. They share the space with the US Open 
in the summer, but somehow the tennis lovers and 
the law breakers tend to stick to their own turf.

Even though Flushing Meadows is No. 2 on the 
dangerous park list, it still is relatively safe. The 
Parks Department has stressed that crime is very 
low when measured across all Queens’ parks, which 
account for 14 percent of the city’s land.

Nevertheless, Queens lawmakers and parents 
worry about the safety of neighborhood playgrounds, 
especially at night. City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) is drawing up a bill that would 
require PEP officers to lock playgrounds at 9 p.m. 
Sean’s Park, a playground in his district, is littered 
with broken beer bottles, drug paraphernalia and 
used condoms every morning.

The councilman was emphatic that his bill would 
not involve parks.

Both Lancman and Constantindes are on the 
mark. Queens needs better protection for people us-
ing its parks and stronger support from City Hall.

SAFER GREEN SPACES

Say no to one-size-fi ts-all zoning
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36-HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT

SINCE 1995

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens Available for Adoption!on!

Special Guests
EDIE FALCO & KATHRYN ERBE

Proud Adopters & Loyal Supporters, Found a Friend for Life!

COME EARLY!
SATURDAY, APRIL 30*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR THE FIRST 100 APPROVED ADOPTERS

SUNDAY, MAY 1*
THE FIRST 50 ADOPTIONS FREE,  

BEGINNING AT 12:01 AM, FOR APPROVED ADOPTERS

Kathryn Erbe 
Actress 

Adopted Lilah  
in 2008 &  

Tallulah in 2010

Edie Falco 
Actress  

Adopted Niko 
 in 2015

Presenting Sponsor: 25 Davis Ave, Port Washington, NY 
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

#PetAdoptathon
Photos By Lori Cannava & Jacqueline Mia Foster*Adoption subject to approval, must be 21 years of age or older to adopt.

9AM SATURDAY, APRIL 30
thru 9PM SUNDAY, MAY 1

SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

(877) 786-6560 · myNYCB.com

PASSOVER

WISHING YOU A
JOYOUS
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A
s we move closer to the 
political party national 
conventions, there has 
been increased discus-

sion about open conventions in 
which there are several candi-
dates running for their party’s 
presidential nomination.

This is especially true in 
the Republican Party where 
Donald Trump, Ted Cruz and 
John Kasich are locked in a 
battle for the nomination. As 
we look back at what happened 
during the 20th century, there 
were three times when po-
litical battles happened in the 
Republican Party.

The most recent one oc-
curred in 1976, when Ronald 
Reagan challenged the incum-
bent president Gerald Ford. 
The final votes gave Ford a 
win and Ronald Reagan en-
dorsed him and supported his 
campaign.

This type of situation also 
happened in 1952 when Dwight 
Eisenhower challenged U.S. 
Sen. Robert Taft for the Re-
publican nomination. Eisen-
hower was successful. Taft, 
like Reagan, endorsed Eisen-
hower and supported him 
during the presidential cam-
paign.

The other Republican con-
vention battle occurred in 
1912 when former president 
Theodore Roosevelt chal-
lenged incumbent William 
Howard Taft, who was the 
father of Robert Taft. In this 
case it was a far more inten-
sive struggle. The Republican 

establishment had given sup-
port at the convention to Wil-
liam Howard Taft and they 
were able to deliver the nomi-
nation to Taft.

In this situation Roosevelt 
did not endorse Taft. Instead 
he and his supporters walked 
out of the convention hall and 
then held their own conven-
tion in which they nominated 
Roosevelt for president. He 
would then run as a third-
party candidate.

As it turned out, Roosevelt 
got more votes in the general 
election than Taft did. How-
ever the winner of the presi-
dency was Democrat Wood-
row Wilson, who would serve 
as president for eight years. 
The question is whether a 
similar situation will happen 
this year in the battle going 
on between Trump, Cruz and 
Kasich. If it does come out to 
a similar situation, we will 

see a Democrat elected with 
the Republicans split and not 
united.

As for the Democratic Par-
ty, there is also a chance of a 
serious party split between 
Hillary Clinton and Bernie 
Sanders. We will see how this 
develops.

During the twentieth cen-
tury there have been two 
major splits during Demo-
cratic conventions. The first 
occurred in 1924 during the 
convention that was held in 
Madison Square Garden. Two 
candidates were locked in a 
fierce battle that year that 
lasted for 102 ballots. The 
two candidates were Gov. Al 
Smith of New York and Wil-
liam McAdoo, former secre-
tary of the treasury, and son-
in-law of former President 
Woodrow Wilson.

Finally after 102 ballots the 
two candidates withdrew and 

on the 103rd ballot John Davis 
of West Virginia was nomi-
nated. He was defeated by Re-
publican Calvin Coolidge.

The next convention battle 
took place in 1948. The Demo-
cratic Party split into three 
parties with three candidates. 
Incumbent President Harry 
Truman won the nomination. 
There were also two indepen-
dent candidates, Progressive 
Party candidate Henry Wal-
lace and South Carolina Gov. 
Strom Thurmond of the States 
Rights Party.

In one of the biggest upsets 
in American presidential pol-
itics, Harry Truman won the 
1948 battle, defeating the two 
independent Democrat candi-
dates and Gov. Tom Dewey of 
New York, who was the Repub-
lican candidate.  It is of great 
interest as to how the 2016 
conventions will play out.

O
n Saturday night at 
Cinema Village on East 
12th Street in Manhat-
tan, I met Marine Sgt. 

Aaron Rasheed. He was up 
from Virginia with his wife 
and three young children, in-
cluding baby Elijah, who cried 
part-way through the new 
documentary we were there to 
watch: “The Syndrome.”

I can’t blame him. 
The movie is about Shaken 

Baby Syndrome—a heinous 
crime we’ve all heard of. Back 
in the fall, when Elijah was 3 
weeks old, he suffered a sei-
zure. Sgt. Rasheed and his 
wife rushed him to the hospi-
tal. The baby had two hema-
tomas—blood on the brain (or 
at least it looked like that at 
the time). How had he gotten 
them? The desperate parents 
had no idea. 

Tsk, tsk. They must be hid-
ing something. Child Protec-

tive Services swooped in and 
accused Rasheed of shaking 
the baby. Rasheed was floored. 
He loved his son! He’d never do 
that! 

“But I think because I 
had served in Afghanistan,” 
Rasheed said, the authorities 
assumed he must be suffering 
from Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder, and further as-
sumed he must be taking it out 
on his baby. All three children 
were placed in a relative’s cus-
tody and Rasheed faced trial. 
Frantic, he went online and 
tried to find any information 
he could about Shaken Baby 
Syndrome.

That’s where he found Su-
san Goldsmith, the researcher 
behind “The Syndrome.” 

A journalist for more than 
20 years, specializing in child 
abuse, her investigative re-
porting resulted in two new 
laws protecting children in 
foster care. She was especially 
revolted by the idea of anyone 
who’d shake a baby. I guess 
we all are. But the more she 
looked into this crime, the 
more surprised she became.

It turns out that the constel-
lation of three symptoms that 
“prove” a baby was shaken (a 
type of brain swelling, brain 

bleeding, and bleeding in 
back of the eyes) can actually 
be caused by all sorts of other 
problems, including genetic 
issues, birth trauma—even a 
fall off a couch. 

And yet, over and over, dis-
traught parents and caregiv-
ers with no history of anything 
other than loving their babies 
have been accused of shaking 
their kids to death, simply be-
cause their children presented 
these symptoms—or other 
unexplained symptoms. To 
this day, about 250 parents and 
caregivers are prosecuted for 
this crime every year.

“The Syndrome” tells the 
tale of how this new category 
of crime appeared seemingly 
out of nowhere in the mid-
1990s. Goldsmith found that 
some of the doctors who had 
actively promoted the Satanic 
Panic of the early ’90s, accus-
ing daycare workers of things 
like sacrificing animals in the 
classroom and raping the tots 
in Satanic rites, abandoned 
that narrative when people 
started doubting its plausibil-
ity. 

In its wake, those doctors 
found a new horror to focus on: 
Shaken Baby. As Goldsmith 
puts it, “They medicalized Sa-

tan.” Attention, donations, and 
research money flooded in.

But after Goldsmith’s film 
interviews parent after par-
ent who brought their ailing 
babies to the hospital only to 
find themselves accused of 
the sickest, saddest crime pos-
sible, it turns to the heroes: 
doctors who gradually started 
to question the syndrome. 

Consider the case of 
Natasha Richardson, says one 
of them, neurosurgeon Ronald 
Uscinski: The actress hit her 
head in a skiing accident and 
even joked about it afterward. 
No big deal! Two days later she 
was dead.

This happens to children, 
too, he says. Toddlers toddle. 
Sometimes they fall. Usually 
it’s fine, but sometimes it’s 
tragic. It may be diagnosed 
as the fallout from a shaking, 
but here’s the sticking point: If 
someone shook a baby so hard 
that its head went flopping 
back and forth, the neck would 
show signs of whiplash, right? 
And yet, the film notes: none of 
the hundreds of “shaken” baby 
cases Goldsmith reviewed 
showed serious neck damage.

Not one.
Deborah Tuerkheimer, a 

Northwestern law professor 

interviewed in the film, esti-
mates there are 1,000 people 
in prison today for a shaken 
baby crime they did not com-
mit. Rasheed was almost one 
of them, but he was found not 
guilty.

The idea that the shaken 
baby diagnosis may be as un-
founded as the Satanic Panic 
does not sit well with the 
medical establishment. The 
American Academy of Pediat-
rics issued a 14-page document 
criticizing “The Syndrome.” 
Three different film festivals 
were threatened with lawsuits 
simply for screening it. 

But the show goes on. 
“The Syndrome” is available 
on demand through iTunes, 
Amazon, Time Warner Ca-
ble—almost everywhere. And 
Rasheed is hosting a screen-
ing back home in Virginia. 
He knows firsthand how easy 
it is to end up in the medical 
establishment or child pro-
tective services prosecutor’s 
crosshairs.

It’s enough to leave anyone 
shaken.

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

B
orn on April 27, 1953 in 
Fayetteville, N.C. as El-
len Louise Shulman, 
medical doctor and re-

tired NASA astronaut Ellen 
Baker was raised in Queens. 
She became an astronaut 
in 1985 and participated in 
three space shuttle missions. 
Her mother, Claire Shulman, 
was the borough president 
of Queens from 1986 to 2002, 
and her brother Lawrence is 

a renowned oncologist at the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
in Boston. Dr. Baker and her 
husband, Kenneth, have two 
daughters.

Following graduation from 
Bayside High School in 1970, 
the future astronaut complet-
ed her undergraduate studies 
at SUNY-Buffalo in 1974 and 
earned her medical degree 
from Cornell University four 
years later. Dr. Baker’s career 
took off after she joined NASA 
in 1981, following her medical 
residency in San Antonio.

The aspiring doctor from 
Queens began her service with 
the space agency as a physi-

cian at the Johnson Space Cen-
ter before her official selection 
as an astronaut in 1984.  Fol-
lowing completion of training 
in 1985, the still-earthbound 
astronaut worked on a variety 
of programs at NASA, includ-
ing space station development. 
While in service, she was Lead 
Astronaut for Medical Issues 
at the Johnson Space Center.

The Bayside High gradu-
ate’s first space flight was 
STS-34 Atlantis in October 
1989. Orbiting the Earth 79 
times and logging 1.8 million 
miles of flight, Dr. Baker and 
her crewmates deployed the 
Galileo probe to explore Jupi-
ter and conducted medical and 
scientific experiments, includ-
ing mapping the ozone gases 
in the atmosphere. On her 
first mission, the proud New 
Yorker flew into space with 
the Queens flag, which was 
later put on display at Borough 

Hall in Kew Gardens. 
Baker’s second sojourn into 

space was her most lengthy. 
On STS-50 in 1992, she spent 
331 hours on the space shuttle 
Columbia and orbited Earth 
221 times. STS-71 in 1995 was 
her final NASA mission.  

Traveling some 4.1 million 
miles in orbit, Dr. Baker and 
her fellow astronauts on the 
Atlantis achieved the first 
space shuttle docking with the 
Russian space station Mir and 
conducted many biological ex-
periments. Her third trip was 
the 100th human space launch 
from the Cape.

In her three missions, El-
len Baker logged a total of 686 
hours (nearly a month in space 
over three missions), 453 earth 
orbits and over 11 million 
miles of space shuttle travel 
and exploration.

After her final return from 
space, the accomplished doc-

tor and space explorer served 
as chief of education and medi-
cine for NASA’s Astronaut Of-
fice. Dr. Baker retired from 
NASA in 2011 to pursue other 
career interests. 

Looking back on her 30 
years of service to the nation 
and the pursuit of scientific 
inquiry, on her retirement the 
space agency commented that 
“Ellen’s career has contrib-
uted significantly in many ar-
eas of NASA’s medical, science 
and countermeasure develop-
ment. Her creative ideas and 
dedication to NASA will be 
sorely missed.”

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

A daughter of Queens makes her mark in space

I
n the midst of the world’s 
largest refugee crisis since 
World War II, much is made 
of the fact that among the 

arrivals in Europe are not 
only Iraqis and Syrians, but 
refugees from as far off as Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh. 
Though typically dismissed 
as “economic migrants” at-
tempting to use the crisis to 
subvert typical immigration 
controls, many claim political 
or religious persecution.

The United States has been 
largely absent from the refu-
gee question. While efforts 
are being made to reform the 
onerous screening process, 
refugees who attempt to take 
matters into their own hands 
find themselves subject to an 
immigration detention system 
that activists have long de-
cried as inhuman. For South 
Asian asylum seekers who vol-
untarily present themselves 
to authorities at the southern 

border, their journey is likely 
to have involved a number of 
Central American countries.

On April 3, acting on a 
February agreement be-
tween the United States and 
Bangladeshi governments to 
deport 159 asylum seekers, 
Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement oversaw the re-
patriation of 85 Bangladeshis, 
Indians and Nepalis, charter-
ing a plane to return them to 
South Asia. Specifically, the 
detainees included Bangla-
deshis that claim persecu-
tion from the ruling political 
party and Punjabi Sikhs who 
claim religious and political 
persecution by the Indian 
government.

The detainees rose to na-
tional prominence after near-
ly a hundred declared a hun-
ger strike on Thanksgiving 
Day last year. The “Freedom-
giving” strikes had started in 
October, with 54 asylum seek-
ers at the El Paso Detention 
Center in Texas, and spread 
to approximately 200 partici-
pants, across nine other de-
tention sites by the end of the 
year. Allegations of retalia-
tion by ICE against the strik-
ers, including coercive use of 
solitary confinement, were 

denied by the agency, citing 
detainee policy. Per ICE poli-
cy, a detainee is considered on 
a hunger strike after refusing 
nine consecutive meals.

One group, Desis Ris-
ing Up and Moving, based 
in Jackson Heights, took 
the lead on advocating for 
these detainees, sharing the 
hashtags, #FreedomGiving 
and #Deported2Death on so-
cial media, highlighting the 
danger in repatriating asy-
lum seekers. Strikers who 
were released from ICE cus-
tody joined up with the group, 
sharing harrowing stories of 
their detention.

In December, the group 
pushed and received re-
sponses on the status of the 
strikers from the three ma-
jor Democratic candidates 
for President at the time. 
Former Maryland Gov. Mar-
tin O’Malley, who met with 
some of the strikers that had 
been released, criticized the 
immigration detention sys-
tem and called for greater 
due process for the detained. 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
criticized the use of private 
prisons to house asylum seek-
ers and pushed alternatives to 
detention, including allowing 

detainees to remain with fam-
ily while awaiting their day in 
court. A spokesman for Hil-
lary Clinton said she was also 
opposed to both private deten-
tion centers and family deten-
tion for parents and children 
who arrive in this country in 
desperate situations. 

In a letter to Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Jeh Johnson 
and Secretary of State John 
Kerry, Congressman Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
called for a halt to the depor-
tations, questioning whether 
detainee cases were given ad-
equate consideration for the se-
verity of the danger they might 
face, as well as concern over 
the public release of the names 

of some asylum seekers.
The group has blamed di-

visive campaign rhetoric, but 
also the current administra-
tion’s policies for the deporta-
tions and has contended that 
the asylum seekers and their 
families are in grave danger, 
as the deportation agreement 
is with the government from 
which they sought protection. 
On  April 8, DRUM held a com-
munity funeral for the deport-
ees in Jackson Heights. ICE 
defended the deportations, 
noting through a spokesman, 
that all asylum seekers had 
been given the opportunity to 
make their case in court be-
fore the issuance of an order 
of removal.

COLUMNS

Refugees deserve to be treated humanely

New Voices

n

While efforts are being made 
to reform the onerous screening 
process, refugees who attempt to 

take matters into their own hands fi nd 
themselves subject to an immigration 
detention system that activists have

long decried as inhuman.
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Inspired by a similar program in 

Detroit, the Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce kicked off a micro-grant-
ing effort at a crowd-funded commu-
nity dinner last week that supported 
projects to help the neighborhood . 

Held at the Flushing Meetinghouse 
at 137-16 Northern Blvd. April 15, the 
SOUP community dinner was based on 
a grassroots model created in Detroit 
after the city went bankrupt in 2013. 

SOUP events have been taking 
place throughout the country to help 
neighborhoods fund new ideas to ben-
efit their communities. 

“The people in Detroit started to or-
ganize and develop these soups where 
people would share a meal and groups 
would come in and present their pro-
posals for helping the community and 
whoever got the most votes would get 
the money that was raised that night,” 
John Choe, the chamber’s executive di-
rector, said. 

Choe said the program was success-
ful in Flushing.

“We were able to do a soup and raise 
more than $800 for our local commu-
nity service initiative,” he said. 

For a $5 donation, attendees re-
ceived a ballot and shared a potluck 
community meal, with contributions 
from Dosa Hut, Phil & Sons Pizzeria 
and Restaurant, New Asian Food, 
Queens Natural Meats, Starbucks, 
Leaf Bar & Lounge and Green Earth 
Urban Gardens. 

Four community groups pitched 
their plans to improve Flushing. At-
tendees then voted for their favorite 
initiative and the project with the most 
votes won all the money raised. 

The winning project was the Earth 
Citizens Club of Flushing’s Adopt-A-
Block project, a seven-day pilot on 

Roosevelt Avenue between Union and 
Main streets that would include clean-
ing streets and sidewalks and create 
positive signage sponsored by resi-
dents and businesses. The project was 
awarded $832.

Of that total, $382 was raised at the 
dinner and a combined $450 came from 
sponsors Green Earth Urban Gardens, 
Susten Corp. and Alice Lee. The proj-
ect will be coming to downtown Flush-
ing next month.

The Korean Americans for Political 
Advancement’s project, Community 
Organizing Language Forums, would 
teach civically engaged Korean and 
Mandarin speakers how to communi-
cate policy issues to neighbors in these 
languages. 

Another project, Bee Aware Mu-
ral Initiative, by the RFK Community 
High School’s Ganeinu Early Learning 
Center, is a mural located at the center 
painted by RFK students highlighting 
the diminishing bee population. The 
final project was Guardians of Flush-
ing Bay’s kickoff event, Community 
Gathering to Clean Flushing Bay!

Community groups pitched their plans to 
improve Flushing at the crowdfunded com-
munity dinner. Photo courtesy John Choe

Flushing SOUP raises 
money for community

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org
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BAN to hold Park Day
BY MADINA TOURE

Briarwood Action Network will be 
hosting It’s My Park Day! next month. 

The event will take place on Sat-
urday, May 7, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
Hoover Park on Manton Street. BAN 
members will paint, rake, clean and do 
general cleanup to prepare the park for 
the spring and summer. Participants 
are asked to dress appropriately for 
cleaning and painting.

There will be activities for kids, live 
jazz music and refreshments for volun-
teer workers. The ASPCA will also be 
on hand with information as well as 
animals available for adoption. Briarwood Action Network will be holding its 

annual It’s My Park Day! event. Facebook
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Passover !
From your friends at Cord Meyer and Bay Terrace Shopping Center.  

Cord Meyer Development LLC

111-15 Queens Blvd.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

718 268-2500

26th Avenue & Bell Boulevard,

Bayside, NY 11360
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Schools and libraries ended up the 
big winners in Council District 23’s 
participatory budgeting cycle for 2016, 
according to an announcement from 
Councilman Barry S. Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens).

For residents of the eastern Queens 
district $1.5 million was on hand for 
the fifth annual cycle of the process 
in which they were able to vote on how 
best to allocate the funds. Residents 
voted for a number of technological 
upgrades to area schools and allocated 
more than half a million dollars to Hol-
lis and Queens Village libraries.

“Participatory budgeting is a great 
way to engage and include the com-
munity in our budget process and it 
strengthens our democracy,” Groden-
chik said. “I am incredibly grateful for 
the hard work that volunteers put into 
making this year’s participatory bud-
geting a success.”

The winning projects were $548,000 

for laptop carts and smart boards for 
PS 33Q, IS109Q, Queens High School of 
Teaching, Business Technology Early 
College High School, PS/IS266Q and 
PS 224Q at PS 205Q.

A total of $375,000 was allocated 
for audiovisual and other items for PS 
18Q, 26Q, 33Q, 186Q and IS 109Q.

The $550,000 allocated to the librar-
ies was for “facility upgrades, tech-
nology installations and new library 
materials,” according to Grodenchik. 
District 23 residents chose to delegate 
the funds to these choices over such 
projects as resurfacing the Vanderbilt 
Motor Parkway and a new gym floor 
for Martin Van Buren High School.

District 23 includes parts of Oak-
land Gardens, Glen Oaks, Fresh Mead-
ows, Terrace Heights and Queens Vil-
lage.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates are limited.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

Lancman fi ghts big cuts
in city summer programs

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) is asking for funding for 
middle-school summer programs to be 
fully restored. 

Speaking to more than 50 students, 
parents and community organiza-
tions at Parsons Community School 
in Flushing last week, Lancman said 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s preliminary 
budget eliminated funding for 31,000 
slots citywide, including spots in Lanc-
man’s district. He is asking the mayor 
to put back the funding in the execu-
tive budget, which comes out in May. 

Lancman’s district includes Kew 
Gardens Hills, Pomonok, Electchester, 
Fresh Meadows, Hillcrest, Jamaica Es-
tates and Briarwood. 

In his district alone, eight different 
community organizations are facing 
cuts of between 60 and 100 students. 
Two students from Parsons Communi-
ty School are affected by the cuts, the 
councilman said.

“Have school summer programs 
replaced libraries and firehouses as 
the new pawns in an updated version 
of the budget dance?” he said. “The 
Council is ready to tango again—we 
didn’t accept these cuts last year and 
we won’t this year either. But why does 
the mayor put our kids and parents in 
this position? The funding must be re-

stored.”
Lancman noted that kids partici-

pate in numerous educational activi-
ties, including literacy and STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts 
and math) as well as structured sports 
and service learning. 

He also said they receive breakfast 
and lunch and that many programs in-
clude field trips to places such as coun-
ty fairs on Long Island, Mets games 
and the local library.

Ben Thomases, executive director 
of the Queens Community House, said 
the organization offers comprehensive 
summer camp programs that enrich 
kids’ lives.

“Every year, we see lines around 
the block for our summer camp reg-
istrations and the city provides slots 
for only a fraction of those families,” 
Thomases said. “We urge the mayor to 
restore these summer camp slots as a 
critical support for working families 
and investment in our children’s fu-
ture.”

The Child Center of New York, Cam-
paign for Children, the New York Ju-
nior Tennis League and the YMCA of 
Greater NY/Jamaica Branch were also 
in attendance. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Grodenchik’s schools win
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Wed. May 25, 2016 • 6:30pm–9:30pm

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

Join us at the Join us at the Douglaston ManorDouglaston Manor
 for our spectacular Mother’s Day Dinner for our spectacular Mother’s Day Dinner

Sunday, May 8, 2016 • Seating start at 1 pm & 3:30 pm

MOTHER’S DAY MENU
TUSCAN TABLE

Prosciutto, Salami, Mortadella, Pepperoni, Soppressata, Fire Roasted 

Peppers, Pepperoncino, Fresh Mozzarella & Vine Ripe Tomatoes, 

Parmigiano Reggiano, Fontina Swiss & Cheddar, Mediterranean 

Olives Medley, Marinated Artichokes, Seasonal Grilled Vegetables 

with Tomato Bruschetta, & Pasta salad.

CARVING STATION
Oven Roasted Turkey • Honey Glazed Ham

Sauteed Vegetable • Oven Roasted Nu Red Potatoes

HOT BUFFET
Penne A La Vodka With Light Cream & Tomato Sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Stuffed with Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce 

Tortellini Filled with Cheese with Pesto Cream Sauce

Chicken Francese with Lemon White Wine Sauce 

& Seabass Oreganata with Lemon Butter Sauce

FABULOUS DESSERT TABLE
Assorted Cakes • Ice Cream Bar

Douglaston Manor
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. 

Douglaston, NY 11363

Adults-$55.00 Per Person Plus Tax, 
Kids $25.00 Per Person Plus Tax 

(10 Years Old & Under)

Call For Reservations: 
718-224-8787
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BY GRACIANO CLAUSE 

York College’s journalism 
program welcomed 2014 grad-
uate Bimina Ranjit and her 
award-winning Nepal docu-
mentary. 

Ranjit, a Nepal-born jour-
nalist, presented the docu-
mentary “Reviving Nepal 
Bhasa” alongside producer 
Sam Shakya, also from Nepal, 
last week in Room 2A04.

The 30-minute documenta-
ry is a story about the impact of 
an indigenous group of people 
from Nepal called Newars. The 
Newar people are the original 
settlers of Kathmandu Valley. 
Many of the ancient wonders 
like the art and architecture 
seen in the documentary were 
contributed by them. In pres-
ent times the Newar culture 
and language are slowly van-
ishing, however. Nepal also 
suffered from a catastrophic 
earthquake in April 2015, 
which destroyed many of its 
cultural treasures. In hopes 
of preserving the Newar cul-

ture, “Reviving Nepal Bhasa” 
raises awareness about all lan-
guages and cultures around 
the world.

As immigrants, Shakya 
and Ranjit collaborated with 
a sense of identity crisis about 
their homeland. Ranjit, who 
graduated from York two 
years ago, could have followed 
a journalism-related path here 
in America, but she  did not.

“I told myself I’m going to 
graduate with my degree here 
at York in journalism,  but I 
wasn’t familiar with the New 
York City area, so I said I’m 
going to build a branch for my-
self,” said Ranjit. 

She did just that when she 
and Shakya decided to make 
an example of Newar culture 
by spreading the message 
about its near extinction due 
to globalization. There are 473 
indigenous languages around 
the world that are identified 
as endangered, according to 
The United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. When Shakya 

and Ranjit were working on 
producing footage and find-
ing a specific narrative for the 
film, they said it was difficult 
because there were languages 
that they could not translate. 

The two managed to fi-
nance the project out of their 
own pockets, which included 
travel expenses, equipment 
rentals, editing and produc-
tion expenses. Even though it 

was quite a struggle for them, 
they said that was not the big-
gest obstacle. 

“Balancing the history was 
difficult because Nepal is po-
litically unstable and you don’t 
want to give out the wrong 
message because you covered 
a certain aspect of Nepal and 
not the rest,” said Shakya. 

The film tracked the im-
pact of modernization and 

globalization, saving an intan-
gible tradition for the youth 
that is starting to become out 
of reach. 

“You’ll see that the young 
generation now are so good in 
English because of the urban 
foreign culture, which has re-
ally influenced them to be cool 
like Americans with the latest 
trend whether it be hip-hop or 
something else,” Ranjit said.

Ranjit said English has be-
come the trend, Nepali is spo-
ken less, and Nepal Bhasa is 
barely spoken at all. Newars 
speak Nepal Bhasa, which is 
a different language than that 
of the rest of the national lan-
guage of Nepali. 

Not only did Shakya and 
Ranjit travel Kathmandu val-
ley, but they also visited Newar 
communities in Oregon and 
New York. They do not plan 
to stop spreading awareness 
after this project, as they plan 
to produce more series to help 
inform the world about the 
consequences of losing a lan-
guage.

At York College, a special film on Nepal is presented by Bimina Ranjit (l) 
and Sam Shakya.  Photo by Graciano Clause

York alum shows documentary about Nepal
Story of indigenous people’s culture part of project tracking modernization’s impact 

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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Call your child’s
doctor today!
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Fidelis Care is working to
keep our members and
the community healthy.

?Shots
Are your child's immunizations up to date?

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

•  Whooping Cough •  Flu
•  Polio •  Measles
•  Hepatitis  •  Chickenpox
•  Rotavirus •  Tetanus
•  Mumps and more...
•  Diphtheria

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)  |  TTY: 1-800-421-1220

fideliscare.org
Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 

death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

Are you living with plaque  

psoriasis or psoriatic arthritis?

You’re invited! Whether you are being proactive about 
your own health or you are caring for someone else, 
you can learn from others. Light fare will be served and 
guests are welcome!

VISIT PsoriaticDiseaseEvents.com or 

CALL 1-855-585-6609 TO REGISTER.

© 2016 Celgene Corporation     03/16 USII-APR140225d(1)
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Masbia Soup Kitchen 
in Rego Park got some help 
from a realty firm last week. 

According to Alexander 
Rapaport, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Masbia 
network of kosher soup kitch-
ens and food pantries, Stanley 
Schuckman of Schuckman Re-
alty held a coorporate volun-
teer day at the all-kosher facil-
ity. Not only did he provide the 
labor for the meal that night, 
he also distributed cash for 
everybody who dined in the 
kitchen that day. 

The Masbia Soup Kitchen 
specializes in supplying kosher 
goods to homeless residents 
across Queens and Brooklyn. 
Their kitchens serve hot meals 
five days a week and provides 
a pantry program during 
Passover. This consists of nine 
meals for the eight days of the 
Jewish holiday during which 
Masbia does not operate.

“Our mission is to feed 

everyone,” Rapaport told the 
TimesLedger in 2014. “We hap-
pen to be kosher, but our mis-
sion is to feed all of New York’s 
hungry.” 

When Schuckman held his 
corporate volunteer day April 
14, donations of labor, goods 
and cash were made. 

Stanley began handing out 
$10 bills to all the people who 
showed up, according to Ra-
paport. “And when he ran out 
of money, he went to the ATM 
and got more.”

Rapaport estimated that 
around 400 people were fed 
during the meal.

“That’s in addition to a 
four-figure check they left to 
help out with the Passover dis-
tribution known as the Charo-
set Drive.”

The Schuckmans making 
generous donations is nothing 
new, according to Rapaport. 
They have a history of donating 
hundreds of cans of tuna to the 
predominantly Bukharian Jew-
ish non-profit organization.

The Masbia Soup Kitchen is 
located at 98-08 Queens Blvd.  
Schuckman Realty is based in 
Lake Success.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

BY MADINA TOURE

A Whitestone man who 
stabbed his estranged girl-
friend to death and then hid 
her body in the trunk of her 
car in September 2015 has 
been sentenced to up to 28 
years in prison, according to 
the Queens district attorney.

Luis Zambrano, 31, plead-
ed guilty to manslaughter on 
March 31 as well as attempt-
ed burglary on an unrelated 
matter before Queens Su-
preme Court Judge Kenneth 
Holder, District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
Tuesday. 

“A young woman—the 
mother of two small chil-
dren—had her life senseless-
ly and violently cut short,” 
Brown said. “The defendant, 
who professed to love her, 
repeatedly plunged a knife 
into her body and to hide his 
cowardly actions stuffed her 
bloody remains in the trunk 
of her own car. And then this 
killer fled the state hoping to 

escape justice.”
Holder sentenced Zambra-

no to 25 years in prison on the 
manslaughter charge and 1½ 
to three years in prison on the 
attempted burglary charge 
and the sentences are to run 
consecutively, Brown said. 

Zambrano admitted to 
murdering the victim, An-
gie Escobar, 28, of Queens 
Village, whom he repeatedly 
stabbed on or about Sept. 6, 
2015, Brown continued.

Escobar’s family last 
spoke to her on Sept. 5, 2015 
and reported her missing 
four days later as she had 
missed her sons’ first day of 
school, the DA said.

Her decomposing body 
was found late on Sept. 10, 
2015 in the trunk of her 2004 
Nissan Maxima, which had 
been abandoned near 22nd 
Avenue and Murray Street in 
Whitestone, Brown said. 

Zambrano was arrested 
in Daleville, Va. on Sept. 18, 
2015 and waived extradition 
to New York, Brown added. 

Masbia Soup Kitchen in Rego Park 
and some of its clients recently 
received a donation from Stanley 
Schuckman from Schuckman 
Realty.

Man faces sentence 
in girlfriend’s death

Rego Park food bank 
receives generous donations

Compassionate Care for Four Generations
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s personal and religious preferences

Michael & Debbie Resnick 
to be honored by UJA-Federation

Sinai Chapels President Michael Resnick and his wife Debbie Resnick will be honored at the Shelter Rock Jewish Center 
Dessert Reception on behalf of UJA-Federation of New York. The reception will be held on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, or to register, please contact Adam Wolfthal 
at 516.762.5857 or wolfthala@ujafedny.org

Sinai Chapels
162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | 718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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This NHL season, Ridgewood Savings Bank 

sponsored a program called “Save with Ridge-

wood” to support Gateway Youth Outreach and 

IMPACCT Brooklyn with every save made by New 

York Islanders goalies.

Ridgewood Savings Bank teamed up with the 

New York Islanders to benefit two local charities by 

donating $10 for every save made by an Island-

ers goalie during the 2015-16 season. After 2,241 

saves, the program, called “Save with Ridgewood,” 

netted checks of $12,695 each to Gateway Youth 

Outreach and IMPACCT Brooklyn, two charities 

selected by Ridgewood to help in their missions 

and good works throughout Brooklyn & Nassau 

County.

“We work with many worthy causes in the 

communities we serve, however these particular 

charities were chosen specifically for their im-

pact in each of the areas they serve in Nassau 

and Brooklyn” said Christopher F. Smith, Ridge-

wood Savings Bank’s Vice President & CRA Of-

ficer. Gateway Youth Outreach (GYO) is based in 

Elmont, NY serving the needs of Nassau county 

communities that help young people and families 

with counseling, summer programs, and after 

school homework assistance programs. IMPACCT 

Brooklyn creates and preserves affordable hous-

ing, and prevents displacement to enhance the 

economic, racial and cultural diversity of Central 

Brooklyn. “Additionally each charity promotes fi-

nancial literacy,” said Smith, “an endeavor that we 

promote in all our communities.” 

Pat Boyle, GYO Executive Director, stated, “We 

could not be more pleased with this opportunity 

to share and promote our cause of helping kids 

and families while being associated with a caring 

bank like Ridgewood Savings Bank as well as the 

New York Islanders. Having Ridgewood Savings 

Bank recognize the importance of housing in our 

communities says that what we are doing is mean-

ingful. We are very excited to receive the support 

and recognition of Ridgewood Savings Bank as we 

work to advance our mission in the communities 

we serve.” said Deborah Howard, Executive Direc-

tor, IMPACCT Brooklyn.

Throughout the year, the  Islanders’ website 

(www.newyorkislanders.com/RSBsave) tracked 

the number of saves made and translated it into 

dollars pledged so that fans could track the do-

nation as the season progressed. Leonard Stekol, 

Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, 

Ridgewood Savings Bank commented, “This was 

an exciting program for our bank and the commu-

nities we serve. We were able to donate $22,410 

to these charities through goals saved, along with 

an additional $2,980 that the Islanders raised 

through tickets sales.” At the end of the post-sea-

son, additional funds will be donated based on the 

final amount of saves made by the Islanders.

ABOUT RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK 
Founded in 1921, Ridgewood Savings Bank 

is the largest mutual savings bank in New York 

State, with over $5 billion dollars in assets. With 

35 branches in the New York area, Ridgewood 

Savings Bank continues to serve its community as 

it did in 1921, with their continued focus always on 

their customers. 

ABOUT IMPACCT BROOKLYN
Now in its 52nd year, IMPACCT Brooklyn (for-

merly Pratt Area Community Council) is one of 

Brooklyn’s premier community development cor-

porations serving Central Brooklyn. The organiza-

tion works hand-in-hand with low and moderate-

income community members and stakeholders to 

preserve, develop and market affordable housing. 

They aim to create homeownership opportunities, 

protect tenant rights, combat predatory lending 

practices and prevent home-loss. In addition, 

they focus on promoting commercial revitalization, 

strengthening small local businesses and improv-

ing the financial wellbeing of community residents 

through education and counseling.

ABOUT GYO
Gateway Youth Outreach Inc. (GYO) is a non-

profit, voluntary and community-based organiza-

tion that provides many services to the youth in the 

Sewanhaka Central High School District and the 

communities around it. GYO enhances the com-

munity’s efforts to provide an environment where 

adolescents can develop self-awareness while en-

gaged in productive and healthy pursuits. Caring 

professionals provide services and counseling to 

help implement GYO’s youth development goals.

���

Facebook: RidgewoodBank  |  Linkedin: ridgewood-savings-bank
YouTube: RidgewoodBank 

71-02 Forest Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK AND THE NEW YORK
ISLANDERS DONATE MORE THAN $25,000 TO TWO LOCAL 

CHARITIES THROUGH “SAVE WITH RIDGEWOOD” PROGRAM

Pictured from Left to right: Christopher F. Smith, Ridgewood Savings Bank’s Vice President & CRA Officer, Pat 
Boyle, GYO Executive Director, Leonard Stekol, Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer Deb Howard, 
Executive Director, IMPACCT Brooklyn, Matt Schettino, Director of Marketing, Ridgewood Savings Bank

As a demonstration, DOT will close Wyckoff Ave between Myrtle and Gates Aves for a day to create 
a pedestrian plaza. There will be seating and programming. Come spend time in the plaza and see 
how it affects the area. DOT staff will be available to answer questions and to take comments.  
Community Boards 4 Brooklyn and 5 Queens will review the plaza proposal later this spring.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Honoring Queens women and their allies

At the Center for the Women of New York’s 29th Anniversary Luncheon 
Saturday, seven “Women in Leadership” and five “Good Guys” were rec-
ognized for their work to support equal rights for women. CWNY Founder 
& Chair Ann Juliano Jawin (r) presents Nancy Falcon, assistant director 
of public safety at Queens College, with her award.

Assemblywoman Maritza Davila with Ann Juliano Jawin

TimesLedger Editor Roz Liston (l) shares a laugh with Jawin 

“Good Guy” Richard Alles, Deputy Chief, Uniformed Fire Officers (l) with City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (r), the Guest 
of Honor, at Douglaston Manor

Laura Rebell Gross, director of Girls Education, The 
Young Women’s Leadership Network

Dr. Kushalata Jayakar, Domestic Harmony Foundation

Frank McCann, director of Organizing, Transport 
Workers Union Local 100

Assemblyman Ron Kim, one of the “Good Guys”

Claire Deroche, director of Social Justice, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, Shelter Rock

Lorraine Guest, Political Action Committee Chair, DC 
1707

Donald Douglas, executive director of the PSAL (l) 
with Jawin

Photos by Nat Valentine
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

3

21

64

5 At the Relay for Life fund-raiser at St. John’s University, frat brothers sing for Linda Fratello (c) from Garden City, a 
cancer survivor. She is the aunt of one of the brothers.  Photo by Naesha Rose

Lucas, Sophia and Sienna, all from Little Neck,  take a 
break from cleaning up the winter debris in the park 
on Long Island Sound. Photo by Julie Weissman

Sorority sisters at St. John’s get a sympathetic hair cut with the help of Karissa Dunwell (background) from Salone 
Di Capelli in Garden City.  Photo by Naesha Rose

Bengali New Year’s revelers in Jackson Heights make sure they have a record of the 
event with a group selfie. Photo by Michael Shain

Scarves and saris of every color were selling well at a couple of booths set up in the 
plaza on Broadway and Roosevelt Avenue. Photo by Michael Shain

Conservation Committee President Walter Mugdan 
speaks at the annual Udall Cove clean-up in Little 
Neck.  Photo by Julie Weissman
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 



When drafting a to-do list for home improvements 
that can increase home value and appeal, sev-
eral renovations may be atop homeowners’ 

lists. Kitchen or bathroom remodels may be popular 
renovations, but homeowners also should consider 
outdoor lighting schemes that can make homes safer 
and more alluring.

Outdoor lighting serves various purposes. Such 
lighting can draw attention to more impressive parts 

of a property. In addition, it can improve security and 
deter criminals.

To get started, homeowners should fi rst examine 
the exteriors of their homes and make note of exist-
ing lighting and where improvements can be made. 
If you’re not sure where to begin, speak with an elec-
trician or a landscape designer, each of whom can of-
fer suggestions on lighting and which options are the 
best fi t for your particular property.

Next, you’ll want to consider effi ciency and func-
tion. The United States Department of Energy sug-
gests incorporating energy-effi cient lighting, includ-
ing energy-saving bulbs or fl uorescent lights, into 
your plans. Timers and other automatic controls can 
prevent waste by turning lights on only when they 
are needed. Solar lights can be used as accent lights, 
further saving energy.

Beauty
When addressing aesthetics, think about the ap-

peal of an accented landscape. Include lights to frame 
the front door and call attention to certain elements, 
such as decorative trees or water features. 

Use lights to light up deck stairways or to accent 

I N S I D E  &  O U T

your

BRIGHTEN YOUR HOME WITH

Exterior Lighting

Continued on page 38
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T iny houses are a recent phenome-
non and have spurred many busi-
nesses — from builders to deco-

rating experts — looking to connect 
with consumers who want to go small. 
The small house movement advocates 
for living simply in small homes, some 
of which can be as small as 100 square 
feet or less. 

Although living in a tiny house is 
not for everyone, many people prefer 
small-space living to living in larger, 
more spacious homes and apartments. 
For those looking to make the most 
of their small living spaces, there are 
ways to make such living arrange-
ments feel larger:

Light is your friend. Establish ad-
equate lighting in a room that includes 
at least three working lights. Varied 
light sources from different angles 
will eliminate dark corners and shad-
ows that can make a space feel smaller. 
Lighting also can draw the eye where 
you want it and distract attention from 
the room’s fl aws.

Make use of vertical space. 
Homes where space is at a premium 
may have limited storage areas. An of-
ten-overlooked storage option is verti-
cal space. Space above doors, shelving, 
and areas above cabinetry are ideal 
places to store items. Use hooks on 
walls to keep belongings off the fl oor. 

Choose light-colored paint. 
Choose lighter hues for your home fur-
nishings and wall colors. You do not 
have to limit this to white (unless land-
lords require white walls). Pale colors 
will help refl ect light and can make 
the room seem larger than it really is. 
Using a dark color on the fl ooring can 
make other lighter shades really pop 
in contrast.

Conceal the clutter. If you cannot 
keep personal belongings to the utmost 
minimum in a home, experiment with 
clever ways to keep items out of sight. 
Furniture that serves dual purposes 
can help with this task. Storage otto-
mans will conceal small toys or lin-

ens and also provide seating options 
in a room when guests come over. A 
dresser can be used as a dining room 
buffet piece, and the numerous draw-
ers can hold knickknacks or silver-
ware. Furniture with built-in, hidden 
storage is well worth the investment 
when living spaces are limited.

Create dual-purpose rooms. 
Lack of space means getting creative 
with the space you do have. A nook in 
your bedroom can be devoted to a min-
iature home offi ce. Perhaps you can es-
tablish a crafting center in a portion of 
your laundry room. Garages have long 
served as catch-all spaces in homes. 

You can make the most of 

small spaces

Continued on page 38
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience 
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Experts in the hardwood fl ooring industry are 
seeing a major shift in the way consumers are 
now choosing their fl oors, as color is no lon-

ger king. Texture has emerged as the new “color” 
when it comes to the driving force behind wood 
fl ooring selections.  

“For years, color was always the top consider-
ation for people looking for a hardwood fl oor. But 
over the last few years, texture has overtaken color 
as the new driver. The reason behind this move-
ment is that texture stimulates our senses with 

both tactile and visual elements,” explained Mi-
chel Collin, marketing director of Mercier Wood 
Flooring, one of North America’s leading hard-
wood fl ooring manufacturers.   

The latest handscraped and distressed hard-
wood fl oors are good examples of how popular tex-
tures have become with discerning wood fl ooring 
consumers. According to Collin, there is a big de-
mand for textured wood fl oors across North Amer-
ica, where homeowners are looking to feature the 
distressed look of barn wood, prominent knots 

or the natural sculptural and undulating lines of 
boards planed the old fashioned way.

“The texture trend is very hot with homeown-
ers today and we have a feeling it’s here to stay,” 
added designer Marie Francois of Dolce Interieur 
in Montreal.  

To keep up with the demand for this growing 
texture trend in hardwood fl oors, manufacturers 
such as Mercier have developed new hardwood se-
ries featuring these sought-after tactile and visual 
elements.  

Hardwood fl oors
ARE ALL 
ABOUT texture
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This year Mercier’s Nature collection is offer-
ing even more textures than in years past, as its 
new “Pub Series” features hardwood fl oors that 
perfectly capture the essence of a well-worn fl oor. 
With names like Courvoisier, Spirits, Stout and 
Malt, the series replicates the unique charm of an 
Irish pub where its fl oors have seen it all and lived 
to tell the tale. 

Mercier’s “Handscraped” series features a 
hand-sanded feel that gives the fl oor deep charac-
ter. A traditional effect shines though in the beau-
tiful knots, a deeply distinctive touch that ties any 
room together effortlessly.

“When it comes to fl ooring texture treatments, 
such as handscraping, they should be considered 
as art forms, timeless, unique works of art tailored 
to your home,” added Collin.    

Design tip: A rustic scrape will result in a more 
“distressed” look and is an ideal choice for an ac-
tive family. A more sculpted fl oor with minor sur-
face interruption is considered “classic” and fi ts 
perfectly in a contemporary decor.  

A fter a few months of chilly 
temperatures, come spring, 
many homeowners are ea-

ger to throw open their windows 
and doors and breathe new life into 
their homes. Simple changes made 
now — even before the weather be-
gins to warm up — can improve 
interior spaces and brighten the 
atmosphere of a home.

Go plant shopping. Re-
search from NASA suggests add-
ing at least one plant in your 
home per 100 square feet is effi -
cient enough to clean air. Fresh 
foliage also makes a home feel 
warm and inviting. Watering 
and misting plants introduces 
moisture into indoor air, which 
can make rooms overcome with 
dry air from heating systems feel 
comfortable. Just be sure to avoid 
overwatering plants, which can 
lead to mold growth. 

Swap out throw pillows. Ac-
cent pillows on beds and sofas are 
quick and inexpensive ways to 
add new bursts of color to rooms. 
You may be able to make over a 
room’s entire color scheme with 
new pillows. Invest in pillows 
that you can switch with each 
season so your decor will never 
look tired or dull.

Clean existing light fi x-

tures. Another way to brighten 
the mood in a home is to periodi-
cally clean light fi xtures to make 
sure they are working effectively. 
Spend time dusting them and 
cleaning off any accumulated 
debris. If need be, switch out old 
lamp shades for newer ones that 
let more light shine through. If 
inadequate lighting is a problem 

no matter how many lamps you 
have, consult with an electrician 
about installing more overhead 
and accent lighting.

Give rugs and fl oors a deep 

cleaning. Recirculated air may 
be full of dust and other micro-
scopic particles that end up blow-
ing throughout your home. Also, 
it’s easy to track in dirt and other 
materials on your shoes that be-
come imbedded in carpeting. At 
least once a year, rent or enlist the 
services of carpet and upholstery 
cleaners to give fl oors a thorough 
cleaning. You may be surprised at 
how clean and fresh a home looks 
and smells once rugs and carpets 
are deep-cleaned. You also can 
make a dry carpet cleaner using 
baking soda, corn starch, and de-
sired fresh herbs for fragrance. 
Sprinkle and then vacuum up af-
ter a few hours.

Color-coordinate book-

shelves. Group all books with 
similarly colored covers together 
for an instant and eye-appealing 
look.

Simmer some homemade 

home deodorizer. In a large 
pot, boil water and some scented 
herbs, such as rosemary, citrus 
rinds, vanilla, or lavender. The 
aroma will waft through the 
home, creating a pleasing scent.

Invest in new window treat-

ments. Lightweight draperies or 
new blinds or shades can trans-
form the look of a room. Be sure 
to keep curtains and blinds open 
during the day to maximize the 
hours of sunlight.

Homeowners can make some 
simple changes while they’re 
stuck indoors and reap the ben-
efi ts when the weather warms up 
again. 

C hanging paint colors is one 
of the easiest and least ex-
pensive ways to add a fresh 

new look to the interior or exte-
rior of a home. 

Both exterior and interior 
paint can be used to protect 
homes and make strong impres-
sions. Painting projects are fun 
and can be easy, but not all proj-
ects are so simple. Homeowners 
may need to exercise patience 
and devote an ample amount of 
time to get the job done right. 
One errant drip is all it takes to 
turn a perfect paint job into a 
colorful mess.

Paints are much safer now 
than in years past, but they still 
need to be handled with caution 
and disposed of with care after 

the job is done. Painting can be a 
tricky project because the fumes 
and chemicals found in many 
paints make these products 
more diffi cult to dispose of. 

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency says homeowners 
in the United State throw out 
64 million gallons of paint per 
year. While latex paints are not 
considered hazardous waste, 
they should be recycled. Oil-
based paints, however, are con-
sidered hazardous household 
waste and must be disposed of 
properly.

Homeowners should check 
with their trash and recycling 
collection centers regarding the 
proper way to dispose of paints, 
stains, and varnishes. 

Paint and renovate correctly

Freshen up your home for 
spring with a new look

Fresh fl owers, new throw pillows, and lightweight draperies are some easy ways 
to transform a home in time for spring’s arrival.

Both exterior and interior paint can 
be used to protect homes and make 
strong impressions.



34    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, APRIL 22-28, 2016 BT FT TL

SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

FREE 
in Home

Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or MASONRY

ROOFING

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES, FOR 28 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE • TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES, FOR 28 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS ADSALE PRICES VALID APRIL 1 - APRIL 30, 2016

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

PATIO
DOORS

REG.

ON SALE
$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(888) 631-2131
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

GARAGE DOOR
• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$39900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP MOULDING 
AND DEBRIS REMOVAL REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

$995As Low As

Fully Installed

CUSTOM PAINTED AND STAINED
STEEL AND FIBERGLASS DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED CUSTOM SIZED

Features:
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
  Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Many Styles, Colors and
   Finishes to Choose From

COUPON

ASK US ABOUT OUR
  NEW

INTERIOR DOOR PROGRAM!

CALL FOR
SHOWROOM

HOURS

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

HEMPSTEAD HUNTINGTON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

www.uwds.com

COUPON

$24400

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

• Uniweld Model
• Full Capping
• Full Caulking
• Garbage Removal
• Low E and Argon Gas

FULLY INSTALLED
No Minimum Required

FULLY CAPPED

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

STORM
DOORS
•Tempered Glass
•Screen
•Custom Hardware
•Custom Hinges
•White Only

REG.

ON SALE
$38900

$59900

FULLY
INSTALLED

TOP
QUALITY!

Other Models
Available

ANY SIZE

NO TAX
4 Models to
choose from

COUPON
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Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

UNIFIED

How does a company achieve a 99.6% satisfaction rating? Hard work is the answer to that question. Most business 
owners find it challenging to make every customer happy, especially if they service many customers. At Unified each job 
is an installation involving construction with multiple men, multiple crews and multiple products. Completing 
approximately 20 jobs per day 6 days a week we successfully install 6,000 jobs per year. There is no other company in 
our industry that completes as much work.  
   We are extremely proud of our 99.6% satisfaction rating. It 
takes hard work and a special commitment from our entire staff 
to achieve such results. At Unified we are open 7 days a week 
and employ over 30 office staff members, 8 managers and 3 
partners all working together to make each and every job go as 
smoothly as possible. Our staff can always be reached by 
telephone or email and all 5 locations are always open to the 
public. We know all too well that most issues start with some 
sort of communication problem. 
   Supplying and installing windows, doors, siding and roofing 
for almost 30 years and more recently insulation and stonework 
Unified has proved itself as the leading home improvement 
company in the tristate area.

 The ultimate secret to the company’s success 
revolves around the top quality products sold for the 
absolute lowest prices. Manufacturers such as Owens 
Corning, CertainTeed, Andersen and Pella have 
partnered with Unified to bring the best installation 
practices directly to the homeowner.
    For a free in home estimate or a free in home energy 
audit please call Unified at (888) 631-2131, email us 
at Unified@unifiedwindows.com or visit one of our 5 
showrooms to see full size displays and get exact 
prices. 

How Does a Company Achieve a 99.6% Satisfaction Rating?
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Curb appeal can set your home apart from others, and improving curb appeal doesn’t have to be expensive.

C urb appeal can help a home get 
noticed in a bustling real estate 
market. Curb appeal also can 

contribute to the aesthetics of a neigh-
borhood for residents who plan to stay 
put, and many homeowners feel an at-
tractive exterior is just as important 
as a comfortable interior.

Homeowners do not have to spend 
a fortune to improve the curb appeal 
of their homes. With these strategies, 
anyone’s home can take on a more ap-
pealing look:

Clean up
A messy, untamed front yard can 

detract from a perfectly acceptable 
home. Cleaning up your yard and 
home’s exterior is one of the easiest 
and most cost-effective ways to give 
the place a makeover. 

Cut back overgrown shrubs, plants 
and trees. Make sure the front door is 
clearly visible and that any walkways 
are edged and accessible. Store garbage 
pails behind a barrier and keep trash 

out of sight. Store children’s toys in the 
backyard rather than strewn across 
the front lawn. These simple steps can 
improve curb appeal instantly.

Spruce up the lawn
A well-manicured lawn can go a 

long way to making a home more ap-
pealing. If your thumb is anything but 
green, hire a professional lawn and 
garden service to help you establish a 
lush, green lawn. 

Dress to impress
The entryway to a home is the fi rst 

thing visitors will see. Be sure the 
front door and entryway are in good 
repair. A pop of color can’t hurt, either. 
If you do not like the idea of painting 
the door a vivid hue, dress it up with a 
colorful wreath or another decorative 
accent. 

Carry your interior design style to 
the outdoors as well. Welcoming ac-
cents, such as cushioned chairs or 
potted plants, also add curb appeal. 

Consider painting house numbers on 
a terra-cotta pot and fi lling it with 
plants. The pot will be decorative and 
functional.

Rely on symmetry
Symmetry is pleasing to the eye 

and easy to arrange. Use it to frame 
your entryway and throughout your 
property. Symmetrical use of lighting 
fi xtures, plants, trees, and decorative 
items really can have an impact.

Don’t forget lighting
Outdoor lighting adds appeal and 

safety to a property. Use lighting to 
accent a special landscaping feature 
or to illuminate a walkway. Few peo-
ple enjoy approaching a dark home, 
and outdoor lighting can ensure your 
property always is well-lit. Remember, 
curb appeal is applicable both day and 
night.

Improving on curb appeal can 
make a difference in how others view 
your home.  

BUDGET-FRIENDLY WAYS TO ADD 

curb appeal

W hen renovating a home, 
many homeowners look to 
increase the home’s curb 

appeal. “Curb appeal” is a term 
used to describe how the home’s 
exterior appears to buyers the 
moment they pull up to the curb. 
A home that impresses prospec-
tive buyers before they even go in-
side is said to have a strong curb 
appeal, and that curb appeal can 
add signifi cant value to a home.

Homeowners looking to im-
prove the curb appeal of their 
home can do so in a variety of 
ways. One often overlooked yet 
effective way to make a home’s 
exterior more appealing is to re-
vamp the driveway. Driveways 
may not be high on a homeown-
er’s renovation totem pole, but 
a cracked or unsightly drive-
way can give prospective buyers 
the impression that a home has 
not been properly taken care of. 
When addressing a driveway, ho-
meowners have a host of paving 
materials at their disposal:

Asphalt
Asphalt is an affordable pav-

ing material, which likely plays 
a role in its popularity among ho-
meowners. Asphalt is also easy to 
install and requires little main-
tenance, two additional benefi ts 
to homeowners who don’t have 
much time to install or look after 
their driveway. 

Asphalt is made from a combi-
nation of concrete, gravel, and tar, 
and though it’s easy and afford-
able to install, asphalt, as any kid 
can tell you, can get awfully hot 
under the summer sun. Asphalt 
can also crack rather easily, so 
homeowners must weigh its im-
mediate affordability against the 
likelihood that perhaps it will 
need to be replaced sooner than 
other materials.

Brick
Brick is among the more ex-

pensive paving materials, as 
brick is a labor-intensive mate-
rial to install. But brick allows 
homeowners to create distinc-
tive patterns that can add quite a 
bit to a home’s curb appeal. 

Materials 
that can be 

used to pave 
a driveway
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to 

repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND
OVER 250,000 HOMEOWNERS CAN’T BE WRONG!
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

PVC Custom Wood
FREE 

“AT HOME”
ESTIMATES ON

NEW PROJECTS†

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

EARLY
INSTALLATION

AVAILABLETwo -Tone
Residential & CommercialResidential & CommercialReReessididedeentttiialal & CCoommemeerrcciiaal

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The Western Suffolk Area  (631) 760-9791

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Serving The New Hyde Park Area  (516) 488-8200
Serving The Baldwin Area  (516) 223-9556

M any homeowners dream of giv-
ing their kitchens a full-scale 
remodel. Though such a proj-

ect can give a kitchen an entirely new 
look, that look does not come cheap. 
According to Remodeling magazine’s 
2013 “Cost vs. Value Report,” home-
owners can expect to spend more than 
$53,000 on a major kitchen remodel 

and recoup just below 70 percent of 
that cost at resale. So while the idea of 
a full-scale kitchen remodel might be a 
dream project, the cost of such an un-
dertaking is beyond many homeown-
ers’ budgets.

But homeowners who cannot afford 
a full remodel can still give their kitch-
ens a new look and can do so for rela-

tively little money. Painting kitchen 
cabinets a new color or simply giving 
fading cabinets a fresh coat of paint 
can instantly add life to a kitchen. The 
following are a few tips:

Assess existing cabinets 
Some materials, including wood 

and metal, can be repainted without 
much of a fuss. But other materials, 
including plastic laminate, are not so 
amenable to repainting, and will likely 
require specialty paints. 

Homeowners with plastic laminate 
cabinets should fi rst paint a spot or 
two with a sample paint, being care-
ful to choose a spot that’s concealed. 
If the paint bonds well to the plastic 
laminate, then you can go forward and 
buy enough paint to redo all of the cab-
inets. If the paint does not take, con-
sult a professional to fi nd a paint that’s 
likely to be a better fi t. 

Plan for ornate cabinets 
to take a little longer 

Painting projects will go faster 
when cabinets have fl at fronts, but 
they can take considerably longer 

when cabinets are unique and more 
detailed. 

Remove doors and 
hardware

When painting cabinets, it’s best to 
essentially disassemble them, remov-
ing the doors, handles, knobs, latches, 
and any additional hardware. When re-
moving hardware, be sure to set them 
aside in clearly marked plastic bags so 
it’s easier to reassemble the cabinets 
once the fresh coat of paint has dried. 

As doors are removed, number 
each door and its corresponding loca-
tion, much like products that require 
assembly are numbered at the factory. 
This makes it easier to reassemble and 
ensures the cabinets and their hinges 
will align properly.

Don’t paint dirty surfaces 
Cabinet surfaces have likely col-

lected their share of dirt, grease, and 
grime over the years, so you want to 
clean these surfaces thoroughly be-
fore painting. Once surfaces have been 
cleaned, rinse them off and give them 
ample time to dry.

I N S I D E  &  O U T
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Add fresh color to kitchen cabinets

Freshly painted cabinets can give a kitchen an entirely new and fresh look at a fraction of 
the cost of a full-scale kitchen remodel.
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planters. Speak with a lighting 
professional about how to position 
lights to cover the most territory in 
the most attractive way possible.

Safety
Safety is an important consid-

eration when improving a home. 
Lighting can help illuminate po-
tential hazards or draw attention 
to borders or property boundar-
ies. Navigating in the dark can be 
treacherous, so put lights along 
pathways and near pools or spas. 

Be sure that lights will clearly 
mark other walkways around your 
home, such as those leading from 
doors to the yard or from the garage 
to where trash and recycling pails 
are kept. If a design element such 
as a bridge over a water feature or 
a particular ornamental tree or 
shrub is diffi cult to navigate in the 
dark, use lights to improve visibil-
ity.

Security
Added security is another rea-

son to install more exterior light-
ing. Dark homes are attractive to 
burglars. Eliminate dark corners 
by lighting up areas where thieves 
may be able to gain access to your 
home. This includes areas near 
doorways and ground-level win-
dows. Install motion-sensor lights 
in such areas so you are not wast-
ing energy. 

Lighting may not only deter 
human intruders, but also it can 
scare away animals. A raccoon, 
skunk or opossum may think twice 
about hanging around your home 
when your property is bathed in a 
spotlight.

Continued from page 29

Continued from page 38

LIGHTING

SMALL

Don’t be surprised to notice a resurgence of metallic shades and metals incorporated into home designs in the year ahead.

T rends in home remodeling and 
decor tend to come and go. Some-
thing that is popular for a little 

while can fall out of favor when the 
next new idea comes along. New trends 
are always on the horizon, and 2016 
may encourage homeowners to try 
something new:

Metallics and metals are back. 
Although stainless steel accents in the 
kitchen have long been popular, the 
glistening look of metal and metallic 
shades are back in a big way. Inspired 
by the 1950s and 1970s, brass, gold, and 
metallic fi nishes are popular right 
now. 

Texture: Texture is a big compo-
nent of interior design. Furniture and 
accessories featuring faux fur and 
natural fi bers are becoming popu-
lar. Pieces adorned with cozy materi-
als can seem more inviting. Organic 

shapes, such as tables looking like the 
tree trunk they were cut from, also are 
expected to become more popular.

Artisanal touches in accesso-

ries: It’s all about getting back to ba-
sics, with homeowners desiring pieces 
that are one-of-a-kind and handmade 
rather than mass-produced. Expect to 
see more accessories that are made by 
hand or in small batches, like pottery 
or handwoven textiles, as homeowners 
are increasingly turning to indepen-
dent artists and artisans when deco-
rating their homes. Homeowners can 
even support independent artists when 
choosing art for their homes. 

Fabric on the walls: Walls also 
will be covered in texture and pattern. 
Textiles will increasingly turn up on 
walls and in places they haven’t tradi-
tionally been seen. Patterns may lean 
toward fl oral, tropical and indigenous 

artisan weaving designs.
Pinks and blues: Expect to see pale 

pink and blue in various design appli-
cations. The Pantone Color Institute 
released a blending of two colors, Rose 
Quartz and Serenity, as its 2016 Color 
of the Year. This has impacted color 
trends through all areas of design — 
including home touches. These colors 
pair well with mid-tones, like browns 
and greens, as well as the increasingly 
popular metallics.

Smart homes: Technology is 
changing the way people look at their 
homes. Water-resistant music systems 
for the bathroom, wirelessly operated 
Bluetooth devices that turn on lights 
or appliances from a smartphone, and 
even fi xtures that use technology to 
self-clean are turning up more and 
more.

Exciting home 
trends for 2016 Apart from storage, they can be 

subdivided for home gyms or even 
a place to gather and watch a ball-
game.

Hang mirrors to “expand” 

rooms. Mirrors can trick the eye 
into believing there is more space 
in a room. Mirrors melt away room 
borders and can accelerate the fl ow 
of light. Hanging them throughout 
your home can make spaces seem 
larger. 

Think about built-in furni-

ture. Traditional furniture may 
not be practical for small spaces 
and can waste a lot of room. Cus-
tom-built furniture is often the 
way to go to maximize the area you 
do have. Employ a little do-it-your-
self initiative as well, customizing 
items for the perfect fi t. 

Work with a designer. If 
you’re having diffi culty making a 
small space work for you, consult 
with an interior designer or a con-
tractor for some ideas.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T

your
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I N S I D E  &  O U T

your

T is the season for making changes in and around 
the home. The arrival of warmer weather renews 
homeowners’ vigor for various home improve-

ment projects, and many have grand plans for inte-
rior and exterior renovations as they prep their living 
spaces for comfort, beauty and entertaining opportu-
nities. Adding outdoor lighting to a home can help in-
crease its value and make the home safer and more at-
tractive in the evening hours. 

According to the American Lighting Association, 
with a few updates to outside lighting, families can 
make even better use of their homes at night. Adding 
outdoor lighting is easier and less expensive than many 
homeowners may know, allowing them to transform 
an existing patio, deck, or pool area into an enjoyable 
nighttime retreat. Pool parties, dinners on the patio, or 
barbecues with neighbors become even more memora-

ble when outdoor lighting is added or improved. But ho-
meowners who want to install or upgrade their outdoor 
lighting should consider the following tips:

Improve navigation. Lighting is typically layered 
into a room or outdoor space in three ways: overhead, 
task, and ambient. Even outdoors, where there are no 
typical boundaries and borders, those three layers are 
necessary. Outdoor overhead lighting should improve 
visibility on steps, paths, and walking surfaces, espe-
cially where there’s a bend or an intersection. Task 
lighting can be used around cooking or gardening ar-
eas. Ambient light will cast a comforting glow around 
any outdoor space.

Enhance security. To improve visibility and secu-
rity, combine a motion detector with a sconce to illumi-
nate dark corners or entryways. 

LIGHTING SETS STAGE FOR 

outdoor fun

The trend of using decorative glass to 
create dramatic entryways contin-
ues to grow as homeowners choose 

to stay in their homes longer and remodel 
for extended personal enjoyment. Adding 
a “touch of glass” with a new front entry 
door can be one of the most effective and 
economical ways to enhance a home’s 
curb appeal.

Beyond aesthetics, a new entry with 
decorative glass can add value to the 
home. According to a national home valu-
ation study conducted by Therma-Tru(R) 
and TNS, an independent research orga-
nization, simply installing a new entry-
way door has been shown to increase the 
perceived value of a home by more than 
$24,000 on average.  

Manufacturers offer a wide array of 
choices for entryways incorporating dec-
orative glass doorlites, sidelites, and tran-
soms. These choices allow homeowners to 
create a custom look for the home while 
making a statement about their personal 
sense of style.

Entryway systems that incorporate 
decorative glass also offer the added ben-
efi t of allowing more sunlight into the 
home without energy loss, making for a 
more attractive, more energy-effi cient in-
terior.  Some of the most stunning designs 
are available in impact-rated versions that 
provide added home security and protec-
tion from severe weather conditions, such 
as high winds and heavy rain. Other dec-
orative glass options include vented side-
lites to allow both air and natural ventila-
tion into the home.  

A touch 
of glass

BY SCOTT MCGILLIVRAY

Americans continue to fuel re-
modeling spending across the 
country, driven by upward 

growth in real estate prices and the 
rising cost to trade up to a larger 
home. Basement renovations are ex-
pected to be a hot trend in 2016, as 
buyers look to maximize available 
living space rather than move, and 
as young buyers look to offset the cost 

of homeownership with potential in-
come suites.

Finishing a basement can be a 
great alternative to moving — espe-
cially if you love your neighborhood  
— but there are some challenges ho-
meowners must be aware of when 
tackling below-grade living spaces. 
Choosing the right products is vital 
to the comfort, safety, and function of 
your new living area. 

Here are the top points to consider 
to ensure a successful basement ren-
ovation:

Waterproof it 
Check the interior foundation and 

fl oors to make sure there are no exist-
ing moisture issues, water damage, or 
mold problems. Address any primary 
moisture issues before fi nishing the 
space. Examine grading to ensure wa-

ter runs away from your foundation. 

Insulation is key 
Insulation plays a critical role in 

making your basement feel comfort-
able while keeping it safe and dry. For 
the best results, install a rigid board 
insulation, like Roxul ComfortBoard 
IS, against the concrete foundation be-
fore you stud the wall. 

Outdoor lighting can play up the more decorative features of a yard, including fl ower beds.

Ensuring a successful basement remodel
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Selection
at Major World
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On Monday, May 2, 
2016, Debbie and Michael 
Resnick, owners of Sinai 
Chapels in Fresh Mead-
ows, Queens, will be hon-
ored at UJA-Federation 
of New York reception at 
Shelter Rock Jewish Cen-
ter in Roslyn. Debbie and 
Michael will be honored for 
their contribution to Jew-
ish philanthropy and their 
extensive community ser-
vice.  For four generations 
the Resnick family and Si-
nai Chapels has provided 
compassionate care to New 
York’s Jewish community 
at their time of need.

Michael was honored 
for his community service 
by the Parker Jewish In-
stitute for Health Care and 
Rehabilitation as a recipi-
ent of a Parker Platinum 
Professionals award.  He 
was  honored by the Jew-
ish Studies Program at 

Queens College for his 
steadfast support of their 
annual special Kristall-
nacht commemoration, 
recommitting to combat-
ting anti-Semitism and 
hatred.  Michael was also 
honored as a Queens busi-
ness leader who has pro-
vided meaningful support 
to The Harriet and Ken-
neth Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center and Ar-
chives at Queens Commu-
nity College.

Michael majored in 
Business at the University 
of Miami, Florida and grad-
uated from the American 
Academy McAllister Insti-
tute of Funeral Service in 
1980. Michael has three de-
cades of experience in the 
funeral business. He is a 
member of The Jewish Fu-
neral Directors of America 
and KAVOD — The Inde-
pendent Jewish Funeral 

Chapels. Michael has 
served twice as Chancellor 
Commander of Sam Harris 
Renaissance Lodge of the 
Knights of Pythias. He is a 
member and former officer 
of the Brandeis Lodge (Ma-
sonic Order) and serves as 
an active member of nu-
merous fraternal organi-
zations. Michael and Deb-
bie are members of Shelter 
Rock Jewish Center.

Debbie Resnick s a li-
censed RN who at the age of 
25 attained the position of 
head nurse of orthopedics 
at Memorial Sloan Ketter-
ing where she continued to 
work for a few more years 
before having children 
and deciding to be a stay at 
home mom.  Debbie is cur-
rently Co-President of the 
Shelter Rock Jewish Cen-
ter Sisterhood. 

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 
will be speaking at the 

event. Rabbi Potasnik cur-
rently serves as the execu-
tive vice president of the 
New York Board of Rabbis, 
and is the Rabbi Emeritus 
of Congregation Mt. Sinai 
in Brooklyn. Rabbi Po-
tasnik has also served as 
a chaplain for the FDNY 
and Fraternal Order of Po-
lice.  Rabbi Potasnik also 
co-hosts Religion on the 
Line on WABC (AM) ra-
dio, ABC’s longest running 
talk show. He is also a re-
ligious commentator for 
WINS (AM) radio.

For more information 
on the event or to regis-
ter, please contact Adam 
Wolfthal at UJA-Feder-
ation at (516) 762-5857 or 
wolfthala@ujafedny.org.

For nearly 100 years, 
UJA-Federation has in-
spired New Yorkers to act 
on their values and invest 
in our community for the 

biggest impact. Through 
UJA-Federation, more 
than 50,000 donors address 
issues that matter most 
to them, pooling their re-
sources to care for New 
Yorkers of all backgrounds 
and Jews everywhere, to 
connect people to their 
Jewish communities, and 
to respond to crises close to 
home and around the globe. 
Working with nearly 100 
beneficiary agencies, syna-
gogues, and other Jewish 
organizations, UJA-Fed-
eration is the world’s larg-
est local philanthropy; 
our reach spans from New 
York to Israel to more than 
70 other countries around 
the world, touching 4.5 mil-
lion people each year. 

For more information 
on how to donate or volun-
teer, please visit the UJA-
Federation website at www.
ujafedny.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

UJA-Federation of New York Honors
Debbie & Michael Resnick of Sinai Chapels

In Astoria at PS 85, veter-
an precinct coordinator Lo-
retta Csikortos found herself 
swamped when more than 
1,100 voters showed up before 
11 a.m. She was shorthanded 
because 14 poll workers had 
failed to report for duty.

  “If it’s like this on Elec-
tion Day, they just better shut 
this one down,” she said. 
“We’re really juggling here.”

  Astoria voter Chris Es-
candon, 24, works around the 
corner from PS 85 and was 
hoping he could vote by af-
fidavit.  But he was told his 
vote might not be counted.

 “I’d rather vote at home 
and make sure it counts be-
cause this is such a pivotal 
moment for the country,” he 
said. “We have no idea where 
we are headed.”

  A Flushing woman could 
not find her name in the 
book at one polling site even 
though her family had not 
moved.  She was directed to 
fill out an affidavit, which al-
lowed her to vote.

 Many voters in Queens 
were looking for change as 
they marked their ballots 
for Trump or Sanders, while 

others said they voted for 
Hillary and sometimes Ka-
sich because of their proven 
track records.  Wall Street, 
money, the economy, middle 
class struggles and illegal 
immigration were recurring 
themes. 

 Confusion reigned at 
some polling spots in Queens 
when independent voters 
tried to cast their ballots and 
others wanted to switch their 
party affiliations just to vote 
in Tuesday’s primary.  Un-
der New York election law, 
only people registered with a 
party can vote in that party’s 
primary, which leaves inde-
pendents without a vote. To 
change parties a voter had 
to have registered by Oct. 9, 
2015.

  The Board of Elections 
did not mail out the standard 
voter cards about polling 
sites and voting hours for the 
primary, annoying some vot-
ers. But after filling out their 
ballots, voters were issued 
little stickies to indicate they 
had done their civic duty and 
a flurry of paper circles be-
gan appearing on Facebook 
pages. 

---Patrick Donachie, Mark 
Hallum, Bill Parry and Ma-
dina Toure contributed to this 
report 

Meanwhile, Moya  has 
turned his office into a com-
mand center this week, where 
he has coordinated with civic 
organizations and the Ecua-
dorean consulate in Manhat-
tan.

“On Saturday when I heard 
of the devastating earthquake 
that stuck Ecuador, my heart 
sank,” he said. “Like many 
Ecuadoreans living in New 
York my first thought was to 
reach my family and friends 
still living in Ecuador to know 
they were safe. Since then I 
have been working closely 
with members of the commu-
nity and representatives from 
the government of Ecuador to 
connect families and organize 
relief efforts.”

Moya, the first Ecuadorean 

American lawmaker in the 
United States, said his office 
would remain available to help 
those affected connect with re-
sources. The phone number is 
718-458-5367.

Peralta, whose district has 
a population of 46,000 Ecua-
doreans, vowed to do every-
thing possible to help.

“Words cannot express 
how devastated I was when I 
heard the news about the di-
saster,” he said. “Ecuadoreans 
here in New York are also feel-
ing the aftershocks, especially 
the ones trying to get in touch 
with their family members 
and haven’t been successful. 
As Ecuador recovers, we will 
cooperate in any way we can to 
assist them in relief efforts.”

Ecuadorean President Ra-
fael Correa said billions of 
dollars will be needed to help 
his country rebuild. In Wash-
ington,  Crowley introduced 

a resolution in support of the 
people of Ecuador Tuesday 
after the nation requested as-
sistance.

“The road to recovery will 
be long and difficult for the 
people of Ecuador, and I’m 
pleased that the U.S. govern-
ment has pledged assistance,” 
Crowley said. “Our resolution 
is a signal to the people of Ec-
uador that the U.S. Congress 
also stands with them in the 
wake of this tragedy.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio as-
sured the city’s 140,000 Ecua-
dorians that his administra-
tion is prepared to help.

“Our Community Affairs 
Unit is already on the ground 
working with the community 
organizations and leaders to 
best channel any support we 
can offer as Ecuadoreans pri-
oritize rescue efforts and be-
gin to rebuild their cities,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 4 

Ecuador
Continued from Page 4 

Election

music events and our first-ev-
er 5K run on June 4.”

All proceeds from the race 
will go to the conservancy 
so they can stage even more 
events in the park. 

Meanwhile, the conser-
vancy’s vice president, Mark 
Christie, who also serves as 
the president of Friends of 
Hunters Point Library that is 
currently under construction 
nearby, was keeping an eye on 
the Sanders rally.

“I was just thinking, it was 
just over a year ago when Hil-

lary Clinton announced her 
candidacy right over there 
on Roosevelt Island,” he said. 
“You could hear her  voice 
echoing off all of these build-
ings and now we have Bernie 
Sanders here a year later and 
in the background you can see 
Donald Trump’s building in 
the skyline. How ironic.”

Continued from Page 4 

Sanders
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SUMMERFEST

St. Agnes Academic High School

www.stagneshs.org

SUMMER CAMPS

TACHS Course

August  8th - 11th

Science Camp

Cheer Camp

Dance Camp
July 11th - 14th

Acrylic 
Painting

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 

DIY  Arts & Crafts
August 1st - 4th and August 8th -11th 

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

Graphic 
Design

August 1st - 4th
August 8th -11th 

August  1st - 4th

August  8th - 11th

C o l l e g e  P o i n t ,  C o l l e g e  B o u n d

SUPPLEMENT

Call your representative or ask for Brian

718-260-4537 

 

Publication Date:
Friday, May 20th, 2016

Ad Deadline: Tuesday at Noon May 17th, 2016

Featuring
What To Do 

& 
Where To Go 

This 
Summer
Including 

a Special Calendar 
of Events Covering 

the Entire 
Summer Season.

Featuring 
Special Sections 

On
  Travel
  Summer Camp
  Outdoor Dining
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SUMMERFEST

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MAY 15TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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SUMMERFEST

Summer Performing Arts Camp
Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 29th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or 4 week enrollment available
7 years old to Teens / Novice to Advance

Full Day -or- Half Day
*FREE T-shirt for all camp students

Tuesday through Thursday 

July 5th through July 28th from 4pm to 9pm

Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 29th
Professional training program only for intermediate to

advanced dancers who are looking to challenge themselves 
technically, physically, emotionally and artistically by daily 

master level instructors in a wide range of styles preparing 
for auditions and the professional dance world.

SUMMER REGISTRATION BEGINS MAY 2ND

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

M-F 4pm to 8pm & Sat 10am to 2:30pm
Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary ~ Musical Theater

 Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics
Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility ~ Improvisation 

Mommy & Me ~ Combo Classes ~ All Boys Classes 
Adult Classes ~ Drama & Vocal Classes ~ Private Lessons

Voted #1 

Dance Studio 

Since 2011

Summer Evening Dance Classes

Summer Dance Intensive

Registration Hours

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
Auditions held in early June (contact the studio for further info)
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SUMMERFEST
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SUMMERFEST

GET MORE FOR LESS THIS 
SUMMER AT WINDSOR PARK

Registration Dates:  May 3rd (6:00pm - 9:00pm) May 5th (1:30pm - 4:30pm)   
 May 7th (9:00am - 12:00pm)

Join the Windsor Park Swim & Tennis Club

OPEN MEMORIAL DAY THRU LABOR DAY

*After May 7, 2016, rates increase.  Register in the Windsor Park Community Room, located at the side entrance 
of 212-04 75th Ave, Bayside, NY 11364.  Applications are available at THE WINDSOR PARK MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE, 213-05 75th Avenue, Suite 1-M, Bayside, NY 11364. For more information, please call (718) 776-8300.

•  Patio Grill / Snack Bar •  Kidz Time Activities •  Weekly Entertainment •  Kiddie Pool  
•  Olympic Size Pool   •  Children’s Sand Park •  Water Aerobics •  Platform Tennis 
•  Basketball Courts •  Shaded Sitting Areas •  Ping Pong •  Tennis  

NON RESIDENT SPECIAL RATES*
ADULT (18 years & over) $495
TEEN (14 to 17 years) $395
CHILDREN (3 to 13 years) $260
INFANTS (under 3 years) Free

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
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Community Action at 136-19 
41st Ave., #3, May 19 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. RSVP at (718) 
460-5600 ext. 306.

• South Asian Council for 
Social Services at 143-06 45th 
Ave., May 26 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. RSVP at (718) 321-7929. 

• Koo’s office at 135-27 38th 
Ave. June 2 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. RSVP at (718) 888-8747.

To qualify, applicants 
must be renting an apart-
ment that is rent-controlled, 
rent-stabilized or is part of a 
Mitchell-Lama development; 
have a total annual household 
income of $50,000 or less; and 
pay more than one-third of the 
household’s total monthly in-
come for rent.

For SCRIE, the applicant 
must be at least 62 years old. 
For DRIE, the applicant must 
be at least 18 years old and 
receive one of four federal dis-

ability benefits: Federal Sup-
plemental Security Income, 
Federal Social Security Dis-
ability Insurance, U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
disability pension or compen-
sation, which must be mili-
tary-service related disability 
pension; or  disability-related 
Medicaid, if the applicant has 
received either SSI or SSDI in 
the past.

Public housing units run 
by the New York City Housing 
Authority are ineligible.

“I am excited at the great 
lengths this orchestra has 
gone and I thank you all for be-
ing here,” Katz said. “Queens 
is popping, moving and shak-
ing and people want to live 
here, people want to make 
money here. My parents be-
lieved that for the borough to 
thrive you wouldn’t have to go 
over a bridge or through a tun-
nel to be exposed to the arts, to 
access a world-class orchestra, 

the finest concerts and classi-
cal education.”

Under the direction of 
guest Maestro Elli Jaffe, the 
music director of the Jerusa-
lem Symphony Orchestra and 
the honorary foreign conduc-
tor of the Prague Symphony 
Orchestra, the QSO performed 
two songs with the borough 
president singing, including 
“On my Own” from Les Mis-
erables. 

“There is a reason I asked to 
go first,” Katz told the crowd. 
“You don’t ever want to follow 
great artists.”

After her segment had end-

ed and the rest of the program 
began, Katz admitted back-
stage that she had felt some 
butterflies performing.

“The minute you don’t feel 
nervous is when you should 
give up,” she said. “This was 
great. It’s like home for me 
having grown up here, so it 
was very nice. My parents 
started these great cultural 
institutions and as an advo-
cate for the arts I want to keep 
their legacy going.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Human Rights Law, there are 
17 different protected classes, 
which Slaughter said were 
the most in the nation. The 
new bill made “caregiver” 
one of those protected status-
es, which was defined as hav-
ing “caregiving and familial 
responsibilities that include 
assisting with the care of 
children, parents, spouses 
and other family members.”

The new status will go 
into effect May 4, according 
to Slaughter. 

After the discussion, 
the group was split into two 
workshops to further dis-
cusses the protections avail-
able under the Fair Housing 
Act and Fair Chance Act.

The panel came at a 
fraught time for Muslims in 
the United States. Accord-
ing to a Pew Research poll 
released in February, ap-
proximately half of Ameri-
cans think “some” Muslims 

harbor anti-American views 
and 76 percent of Americans 
believe that anti-Muslim dis-
crimination was on the rise. 

At the panel, Malalis in-
troduced herself to the groups 
settled throughout the confer-
ence room before giving her 
introductory remarks. She 
said the transparency these 
panels encouraged was all 
the more important in light 
of the current national dia-
logue about discrimination.

“The mission is making 
sure you know this is your 
city,” she said. “When there 
are so many derogatory re-
marks in the national con-
versation, we want New York 
to be a model of what equality 
looks like.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

tion that accomplishes these 
goals, and I look forward to 
reviewing this particular 
provision when it comes be-
fore the House,” Meng said.

The bill includes an 
amendment introduced by 
Arizona Republican Sens. 
Jeff Flake and  John McCain 
requiring the FAA to estab-
lish an airspace management 
advisory committee to review 
and report to Congress on the 
agency’s process for develop-
ing proposals that affect air-
space changes. 

The committee would ex-
amine how the FAA coordi-
nates both internally within 
the agency and externally 
with stakeholders on the pro-
posals.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said the bill 
is “a step in the right direc-
tion” in that it at least seems 
to require the FAA to con-
sider the impact of low-flying 
airplanes over downtown 
Flushing, but it will not stop 
it.

“It remains to be seen 
whether this (advisory) com-
mittee, which notably lacks 
community representation in 
favor of airline, airport and 
aviation officials, will actual-
ly take our best interests into 
consideration,” Koo said. 

Susan Carroll, a Flushing 
community advocate, said 

she is disappointed that the 
bill has no provision for low-
ering the noise metric from a 
day-night average sound level 
of 65 decibels—established by 
the FAA in 1981 as the level at 
which federal funding could 
be provided for noise mitiga-
tion strategies—to 55 DNL, 
the standard most countries 
use. 

But she praised McCain 
and Flake for getting their 
amendment into the bill, say-
ing that New York’s two Demo-
cratic senators, Kirsten Gilli-
brand and Charles Schumer, 
have not done enough work 
to advocate against airplane 
noise. 

She said she hopes the bill 
will at least lead to an evalu-
ation of the TNNIS Climb, a 
departure path that stretches 
over northeast Queens, and 
NextGen. 

Carroll also expressed 
concerns that without a re-
duction in the noise metric, 
the FAA could review the 
flight paths again and say 
that there is not a significant 
effect.

“I would hope that there 
is political pressure put on 
the Port Authority to request 
that review, “ Carroll said. 
“That’s the very least that 
can be done at this point.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

not busy enough for a traffic 
signal. 

“That is not an appropriate 
response,” Rozic said. “That 
is not the response that com-
munity members in Flushing 
deserve, so we’re here again 
to call on the city Department 
of Transportation to revisit 
the study and say enough is 
enough.” 

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency’s fall 2015 study of the 
intersection found that it did 
not meet the federal criteria 
for a traffic signal. 

He said the agency is cur-
rently taking another look at 
the location to see what poten-
tial safety measures can be 
implemented.

The spokesman also said 
that from Jan. 1, 2010 to Dec. 
31, 2014, the intersection saw a 
total of four motor vehicle oc-
cupant injuries.

No pedestrian injuries, se-

vere injuries or fatalities were 
reported at the location during 
that time, the spokesman said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said that that 
along Main Street, there were 
15 injuries and one death last 
year. 

During the first two months 
of 2016, there were four inju-
ries between Maple and Blos-
som avenues and at the inter-
section in question, there have 
been three injuries since Octo-
ber 2015, Stavisky said. 

“It is unfortunate that we 
have to come out and not dem-
onstrate but have a press con-
ference,” Stavisky said. “The 
city should be doing this vol-
untarily and willingly.”

Scott Sieber, spokesman for 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), said the DOT 
needs to take the community’s 
concerns into consideration. 

“The DOT has to come 
out,” Sieber said. “They have 
to do their analysis. It has to 
be done scientifically, but we 
think that they also need to 

listen to the community.”
The intersection is just a 

block away from the northeast 
corner of Cherry Avenue and 
Main Street, where 3-year-
old Allison Liao was hit by a 
driver in October 2013 while 
crossing at the intersection 
with her grandmother. The 
intersection has since been 
renamed “Allison Hope Liao 
Way.”

“We’re really baffled by 
why just a few feet away, DOT 
can’t look at the street and do 
some traffic calming mea-
sures,” Allison’s mother, Amy 
Tam-Liao, a founding member 
of Families for Safe Streets, 
said. Peter Tu, executive di-
rector of the Flushing Chinese 
Business Association; Susan 
Lacerte, executive director 
of Queens Botanical Garden; 
and Arielle Burlett, Neighbor-
hood WIC Program Manager 
at Public Health Solutions, 
thanked the elected officials 
for their work and asked the 
DOT to consider the commu-
nity’s needs. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Katz

funds, though this did not oc-
cur in New York last year. 

Gross said he believed the 
steady numbers indicated a 

floor that the numbers were 
unlikely to fall below until 
parents’ issues were addressed 
and he reiterated that the chal-
lenge for opt-out supporters 
was to make the initial inroads 
with communities throughout 
the state. 

“The hardest part is getting 

your foot in the door,” he said. 
“Once we start talking about 
what the options are, opt-out 
tends to spread like wildfire.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 9 

Opt-outs
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Through remarkable acts 
of kindness and the healing 
power of music, a Forest Hills-
based nonprofit called Songs 
of Love Foundation has been 
bringing smiles to the faces 
of thousands of ailing kids 
all across the country and the 
world. 

And this year, it is celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary.

“I was walking down the 
street in January 1996 and I 
had a sudden epiphany to cre-
ate a national charity that 
would provide personalized 
songs for seriously ill children 
and teens, free of charge. The 
name came to me instantly,” 
Founder and President John 
Beltzer said. 

The longtime Queens 
resident said his brainchild 
was named after a tune titled 
“Songs of Love” that his fra-
ternal twin brother, Julio, 
wrote and recorded just two 
months before he died on April 
12, 1984, at just 24. He commit-
ted suicide.

Now, 20 years after the 
organization’s humble begin-

nings in Beltzer’s parents’ 
basement, nearly 27,000 uplift-
ing songs of love have been 
created for as many children 
everywhere. 

Lyrics containing the 
youngster’s name and refer-
ences to all of a child’s favorite 

people, activities, pets, and 
things fill each professionally 
produced CD, and talented pro-
fessionals write and perform 
the songs in the musical style 
that the child likes best.  

“The songs have proven to 
be powerful therapeutic tools 

to help children cope with seri-
ous illness and lifetime physi-
cal or emotional disabilities,” 
Beltzer said.  

It’s all about the medicine 
of music. And everyone agrees 
that the kids’ reactions when 
they receive their musical 

gifts is priceless. 
“Songs of Love is such an 

invaluable gift for our chil-
dren and families that coun-
teracts and comforts any of 
the fear, anger or grief that an 
illness or injury brings,” Siri 

Continued on Page 55

Songs of Love founder John Beltzer (l) presents young patient Victor Rugerio with one of his original songs at a ceremony with U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (c) and Elmhurst Hospital interim CEO Wayne Zimmerman. Photo courtesy Anis Arafat

Forest Hills-based 
Songs of Love 

celebrates 20 years 
creating personal 
songs for sick kids
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PRODUCTIONS

“Disney’s The Little Mermaid” —  Take a 
dip under the sea with the Andrean Players 
as they present the musical adaptation 
of the hit Disney animated fi lm about a 
mermaid who just wants to be part of our 
world. 
When: May 13 - May 22
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 158th St., 
Flushing
Contact: theandreanplayers@gmail.com
Website: www.andreanplayers

“The Dining Room” —   A. R. Gurney’s 
comedy of manners takes the stage at 
the Douglas Community Theatre. The play 
revolves various families who, at different 
times, own the same dining room furniture 
set. 
When: May 6 - May 21
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street and Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students 
with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” — The Astoria Performing Arts Center 
presents the recent Broadway musical about 

a group of sixth graders competing to be 
crowned top speller. 
When: May 5 - May 28
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“The Wind in the Willows” — Kenneth 
Grahame’s classic children’s story adapted 
into a stage play by A. A. Milne, with music by 
H. Fraser Simson, follows the adventures of 
Mole, Rat, Badger and Toad of Toad Hall.
When: Through April 24
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

“Troll” —  The Rushline Co. presents a new 
play by Ken Greller about the cost of free 
speech in the age of the internet. 
When: Through April 24
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
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www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

Answers in Sports
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mark Podwal is a Queens-
based dermatologist, who has 
worked as an artist for the 
New York Times Op-Ed page 
and has served on the faculty 
of the New York University 
School of Medicine as a clini-
cal associate professor of der-
matology. 

He is also an alumnus of 
Queens College, and for the next 
two months his work will be 
featured at the school’s Godwin-
Ternbach Museum in a new 
exhibition that investigates the 
insidious presence of anti-Sem-
itism in Europe’s past.

“The Terezin Portfolio” 
details moments and periods 
of anti-Semitism in European 
history prior to the horrors of 
the Holocaust. 

According to Queens Col-
lege’s statement announc-
ing the exhibition, the port-
folio prints resemble pages 
in a book, and Podwal pairs 
each image with a selection 
of a verse from the Book of 
Psalms. 

In addition to Podwal’s 
prints, the exhibition will 

include images, letters and 
documents from moments in 
history like the Inquisition 
and the Holocaust. The pieces 
are from the collections of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
Library and the Godwin-Tern-
bach.

Works from the portfolio 
first appeared at the Terezin 
Ghetto Museum in the Czech 
Republic in 2014, and the exhi-

bition will also include a docu-
mentary film about Podwal’s 
creative process, according to 
the Queens College statement. 

“The humiliations, per-
secutions, and massacres of 
Jews by Nazi Germany all had 
their precedence in the Middle 
Ages, including ghettos, dis-
tinct clothing, slaughters, and 
exiles in Europe, “ Podwal said 
in the statement. “In compari-

son with the magnitude of the 
Holocaust, these earlier suffer-
ings tend to be forgotten.”

Podwal is currently in Eu-
rope, but he noted the differ-
ences between when “The Ter-
ezin Portfolio” was presented 
in America vs. international 
venues.

“What is unique for this 
exhibition in New York com-
pared to its European audienc-

es is that although we fought 
and defeated Nazi Germany 
our land was not a World War 
II battlefield,” he wrote in an 
e-mail. “What amazes me is 
how little the current Ameri-
can generation knows about 
the Second World War, which 
ended only 71 years ago.”

“The Terezin Portfolio” 
will be featured at the museum 
through June 4, and the school 
has also scheduled several 
events and screenings in con-
junction with the exhibition.

On May 2, the museum will 
be screening Oren Jacoby’s 
“My Italian Secret: The For-
gotten Heroes” detailing the 
stories of Italians who risked 
their lives to protect Jewish 
citizens after the Nazis occu-
pied Italy in 1943. 

On May 5, Naila al Atrash, 
a Syrian film and theater di-
rector, will speak about the 
current Syrian refugee crisis. 

The talk will be followed 
by an “artistic recitation” of 
work penned by Syrian refu-
gees that will be performed by 
Queens College students.

BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

Theater groups across the 
city can apply for grants rang-
ing from $50,000 up to $250,000 
being offered to organizations 
to promote new works and de-
velop new audiences. 

The Department of City 
Planning’s Theatre Subdis-
trict Council will award up 
to $2 million to programs that 
help increase development for 
diverse demographics among 
the city’s five boroughs. 

At the Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning, Execu-
tive Director Cathy Hung wel-
comed the chance to apply.

“We will take part in the 
new city grants to finance in-
ternships and training,” said 
Hung. 

She added that this is a 
great opportunity to bring 
equality into the community 
for Jamaica. The grant is not 
your typical outlet for oppor-
tunities since it will provide 
professional training for those 

who want to get their feet wet 
in business. 

“This means resources and 
with the literary and art edu-
cation given, it will bring in 
the next generation of manag-
ers to the table,” Hung said.

For seven years TSC has 

provided growth to create di-
versity. Since TSC’s first fund-
ing cycle in 2009, more than 
$5.7 million in grants have 
been awarded through four 
funding cycles up to 2014, ac-
cording to a report from City 
Planning. 

With TSC’s fifth grant an-
nounced for 2016, its goals are 
to spark more participation 
for theater groups that are un-
derrepresented. 

Ryan Max, director of ex-
ternal affairs for the city De-
partment of Cultural Affairs, 
believes the grants are a way 
to encourage participation in 
the professional theater com-
munity.

“We are confident that 
the theater community will 
bring their best ideas for 
these proposals, resulting in 
meaningful and impactful 
programs that will provide 
new pathways into this vital 
workforce,” Max said. “The 
guidelines state that programs 
must provide paid fellowships, 
apprenticeships or training 
positions, which are intended 
to result in actual employment 
as well as critical experience, 
training, and access to net-
works that will increase the 
chances of success for under-
represented populations.”

This year’s grant cycle will 
appeal to diverse participants 
by focusing on the develop-
ment and training of non-per-
forming theater professionals. 

“There is incredible enthu-
siasm from the entire cultural 
community – including the-
ater – to create a more inclu-
sive sector that’s truly open 
to all New Yorkers, and this 
administration is proud to 
support this important work,” 
Max said. “These grants will 
support solid solutions for 
building more diverse, vi-
brant theater organizations 
that are poised to engage our 
city’s audiences for genera-
tions to come.” 

In order for organizations 
to be eligible to apply they 
must produce professional 
theater within the five bor-
oughs, have provided cultural 
services for at least two years, 
and have an operating income 
of $250,000 or more. 

The deadline to apply is 
May 11.

Late playwright August Wilson’s (l)  Pultizer Prize-winning play “Fences” 
was produced this past winter at the Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning, where it was directed by Arthur French. 

Mark Podwal’s “Prayer,” from “All This Has Come Upon Us...,” 2014, is part of a show at the Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College.  
 Photo courtesy Mark Podwal

City to award grants for theater group diversity

Ages of anti-Semitism exposed
Mark Podwal’s exhibit at QC’s Godwin-Ternbach explores dark part of European history
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EVENTS

Sakura Matsuri “Cherry 
Blossom Festival” — Sakura 
Matsuri is the annual festival 

to celebrate the blossoming 
of the cherry trees in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. The event includes 
live drum performances, 
Japanese folk dance 

demonstrations, a Japanese 
chorus and tea ceremony. 
When: Saturday, April 23, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Pavilion and Astral 
Fountain, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Arbor Fest —  The event 
includes a petting zoo, live 

music, arts and crafts, food, 
a beer tent and more. 
When: Sunday, April 24, from 
11 am - 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $10/adults and 
seniors, $8/children, Free/
QBG members, admission 
includes all attractions, 
food and beverages have 
additional costs
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

And the Beat Goes On: 
Music Making on Film 
— In conjunction with 
its exhibition about the 
Ramones, the Queens 
Museum has planned a nine-
week fi lm series exploring 
the evolution of musical 
performers on celluloid. On 
April 27, the movie is “The 
Idolmaker,” with Ray Sharkey 
as an ambitious promoter 
who creates a new teen 
singer star in the 1960s. 
When: April 27 at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 
suggested
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

TALK

Maria Lisella — Queens 
Poet Laureate discusses 
poetry and her works and 
the signifi cance of poetry in 
everyday life. 
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By Ed Canty

Hit or Miss
Across
1. Explorer of kiddie TV
5. Grouch's 
expression
10. "Moby-Dick" 
captain
14. Guinness and 
others
15. Drink served with
marshmallows
16. Italian money
17. Evangelist
19. Monthly pmt.
20. Eye site
21. Chryslers 
named after a
Spanish explorer
23. Himalayan 
legends
26. Deep cut
27. Very angry
30. Stadium cheer
33. Mideast ruler
34. Pressure
36. Govt. agency 
that has your
number
37. Oodles
38. Suffix with 
president
39. 1920's chief 
justice
40. Legendary Giant
41. "___ can help it"
44. Some TV's
45. Fix, as leftovers
47. Destination in 
Mali
49. Way out
50. Entrap
51. Delta follower

54. Group of geese
58. A little night 
music
59. Claire 
McCaskill, for one
62. Gait faster than 
a walk
63. Dress style
64. Brief beliefs
65. Dines
66. Peter and the 
Wolfe?
67. Biblical pronoun

Down
1. Like many a 
cellar
2. Assortment
3. Sabbath activity
4. Alloy analysts
5. Went quickly
6. Swindle

7. Andean stew 
vegetable
8. Microsoft product
9. What hens do?
10. Nearly
11. Go to bed
12. Jason's ship
13. Spelling contests
18. News bit
22. Francisco and 
Paulo
24. Yukon native
25. Gibraltar and 
Dover
27. Bronze Star's 
significance
28. Overact
29. Satisfied, as a 
meal
31. ___ as a pig
32. Island in the 
East

China Sea
35. Spritelike
39. John Wayne 
classic
41. Hammer's 
target
42. Armchair 
partner
43. Mature insects
46. Has life
48. Meister ___ 
(beer brand)
51. Luncheon end
52. Prefix with legal
53. Cairo's river
55. Actress Lillian
56. Like some 
excuses
57. First word of 
Mass. motto
60. "Yes, ___!"
61. ___-Cone

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUT OF LUCK
A C I D E W E R R A S E

T H O U S A V E D E L A Y

O U T O F T H E P I C T U R E

M B A A E O N L L A M A S

O R E O S L I M

S L A L O M S L I V E R E D

M O T I F L O A N U P A

O U T O F C O M M I S S I O N

C P A R O M S T E N D S

K E R O S E N E B U N G E E

W E D S T O D D

S C E N E I M A G I P H I

O U T I N T H E B O O N I E S

L E T N O A L O T E T A L

D R U G S T O A T A L E

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

CHERRY ON THE TOP
Don’t fret if you missed last weekend’s Cherry Blossom Parade in Washington, Queens 
has its own celebration of the pinkish buds, including traditional Japanese dance and 
music performances, Saturday in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. See listing un-
der Events for details. 

Continued on Page 54



53  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, APR. 22–28, 2016TL

R
ehearsals are underway 
for “You Can’t Take It 
With You,” the Parkside 
Players’ spring produc-

tion.  
We’re just about at the half-

way point — all the scenes have 
been blocked, but scripts are 
still in hand, reluctant as we 
are to part with our security 
blanket.

It is a large cast, 17 in all, 
typical of plays of its era.  Tick-
et prices then were mainly in 
the single digits, whereas today 
a Benjamin will seldom get you 
the best seat.  

That is the professional the-
ater where they have to cover 
their expenses and hopefully 
make a profit, but in commu-
nity theater less than $20 will 
get you in the door and up close 
to the action.

Blocking, for the uniniti-
ated, is how the director moves 
the actors around the stage, so 
that they can be seen, heard 
and understood.  In the movies, 
the camera does the work, but 
theater is more demanding.  

Most playwrights include 
stage directions in their texts 
– the most famous being “Exit, 
pursued by a bear” in William 

Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s 
Tale” — but the sets for a lo-
cal production often require 
changes in blocking from the 
original.  Sad to say, no bears 
in this performance. But we do 
have actors.  

Representing a couple of 
Russian characters who came 
to America in the wake of the 
Russian Revolution are Jim 

Haines as Kolenkhov and 
Faith Elliott as the Grand 
Duchess.  

Haines, a freelance artist 
and graphic designer, grew 
up in Valley Stream and now 
lives in Queens Village.  Ac-

tive in community theater 
for 30 years, he is grateful for 
the unique friendships he has 
made and for the “exercise his 
brain gets while memorizing 
lines.” His personal best was 

as Juror No. 10 in “12 Angry 
Men.”

Elliott was born in Manhat-
tan, grew up in Bayside and 
then made a move to Nyack. 
She has acted and modeled 

professionally, had several ra-
dio shows, and interviewed a 
number of notables on radio, 
TV and in print.  A woman of 
many interests, favorite roles 

JIM HAINES

Meet the cast of ‘You Can’t Take it With You’

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Continued on Page 54

FAITH ELLIOTT

TimesLedger’s man on the aisle steps onto the stage in Parkside Players’ next production

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through April 30, 2016

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP
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When: Sunday, April 24, at 
2:30 pm
Where: Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/QHS members, 
seniors and students; $8/
general admission
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Daymond John — The hip-
hop personality, author and 
TV star will discuss his latest 
book, “The Power of Broke,” 
as well as his experiences 
of growing up in Queens. 
The program is part of the 
Queens Library’s “Hip Hop 
Thursdays” series. 
When: Thursday, April 27, 
at 6 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 
Archer Avenue and Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard, Jamaica. 
Cost: Free, but reserved 
seating tickets are available 
at daymondjohninterview.
eventbrite.com.
Contact: (718) 990-0704
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Storytime and Craft —  
Listen to nature stories then 
take part in a related nature-
theme craft activity. 
When: Sunday, April 24, at 
2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free with garden 
admission, $4/adults, $3/
seniors, $2/students and 
children 3 and up
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Spring Recess Field Day—  
Spend part of spring break 
playing sports and games. 
When: Monday, April 25, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week Queens: Birding 
Bonanza —  School is 
out this week, so head to 
the parks for a variety of 
activities, including this 
Urban Rangers-led bird 
watching event. 
When: Monday, April 25, 
from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Bubble Fun —  All ages are 
welcome to come out and 
make bubbles of all sizes. 
When: Tuesday, April 26, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week Queens: Native 
American Games —  School 
is out this week, so head 
to the parks for a variety 
of activities, including an 
afternoon of games honing 
your fi ve senses and testing 
your skills. Appropriate for 
ages 12 and under. 
When: Tuesday, April 26, 
from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Rose and Oak 
avenues in Kissena Park, 
Flushing

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week Queens: 
Wilderness Survival Skills 
—  School is out this week, 
so head to the parks for 
a variety of activities, 
including this Urban 
Rangers-led afternoon of 
wilderness survival and 
emergency preparedness. 
Recommended for ages 8 
and up.
When: Wednesday, April 27, 
from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Visitor Center, Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week Queens: Insect 
Exploration —  School is 
out this week, so head to 
the parks for a variety of 
activities, including an 
afternoon of getting your 
hands dirty as you look for 
all types of insects and learn 
everything they do. 
When: Thursday, April 28, 

from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week Queens: Urban 
Wildlife —  School is out 
this week, so head to the 

parks for a variety of 
activities, including this 
Urban Rangers-led program 
using activities and games 
to teach kids about all the 
different types of wildlife in 
the city. 
When: Friday, April 29, from 1 
pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

“Leslie Hewitt: Collective 
Stories”— The exhibition 
includes two fi lm installations 
inspired by the archive of civil 
rights-era photographs from 
the Menil Collection in Houston, 
sculptures and lithographs. 
When: May 1 - Aug. 1, Opening 
reception April 20, from 6 
pm - 8 pm
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/adults suggested, $3/
students suggested, Free/LIC 
residents
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

“April Flowers” — This 
celebration of spring 
includes fl oral-themed 
paintings and sculptures by 
22 artists. 
When: Through April 29
Where: Queens College Art 
Center, Rosenthal Library, 
Sixth Floor, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing

include Major Barbara and 
Eliza Doolittle in works of 
George Bernard Shaw, as 
well as some well-known la-
dies in Shakespeare.  True to 
her character, she claims to 
be a descendant of the Rus-
sian Royal Family.

Making his community 
theater debut is Forest Hills 
resident Steven Biscotti as 
a G-Man.  An entertainment 
correspondent for a few dif-
ferent publications, and get-
ting to meet some talented 
people, gave him “the itch” 
to try out theater.  He and 

a writing partner have just 
launched a blog about clas-
sic monsters, appropriately 
called UniversalMonster-

sUniverse.com.
The prize for longest le-

gal name goes to Phoenix 

Michael Christopher Tai-

Quayn Ramirez-Gray, 
which can be shortened to 
fit on a marquee. Playing 
Donald, he hopes to pursue 
a career in the arts, while 
working for FedEx in the 
meantime.  Born in Geor-
gia and raised in Flushing, 
he came in contact with the 
Jewish and Asian communi-
ties, so much so that he’s now 
a cuisine expert in kugel and 
pork dumplings.  

His favorite credit so far: 

Seaweed in “Hairspray.”
Most plays need a love 

interest, and here we have 
Lori Feren as Alice Syca-
more.  Originally from Coral 
Springs, Fla., she now calls 
Forest Hills home.  “I love 
being part of community 
theater in Queens,”  she said, 
“because it fulfills my pas-
sion for performing and I get 
to meet lots of other artistic 
individuals.”  

Little Sally in “Urine-
town” was one of the roles 
she enjoyed. During the day 
she’s employed at the Rubin 
Museum of Art in Chelsea.

More next time….

Contact Ron Hellman at 
rbhofc@gmail.com.

Continued from Page 53 

Hellman

CURTAIN SPEECH
Borough President Melinda Katz speaks to the crowd at Monday night’s 
annual gala at the Queens Theatre in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.  

Photo courtesy Joseph Rossi

Continued from Page 52 

Art

POETRY IN MOTION
Queens Poet Laureate Maria Lisella reads from her 
work and talks about the importance of poetry in ev-
eryday life at the Kingsland Homestead in Flushing 
Sunday. See listing under Talk for details. 

POWER IMAGE

Leslie Hewitt’s “The Power 
Plant,” now on display in 
Toronto, will be part of 
her upcoming exhibition 
“Leslie Hewitt: Collective 
Stance,” which opens May 
1 at the SculptureCenter. 
See listing under 
Galleries & Exhibits 
for more informa-
tion.  

Photo courtesy 
Toni Hafkenscheid
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Bream, child life specialist at 
Richmond, Va.’s Children’s 
Hospital said.  “The healing 
power of music is huge, but the 
power of feeling validated, of 
being honored, of being impor-
tant enough to have a song that 
is entirely all about you, gives 
our patients a sense of belong-
ing in this world, a sense of 
hope, a renewed purpose and 
determination to live.”

During a recent song fest, 
1,500 college students joined 
voices at a conference in In-
diana, and in so doing made 
5-year-old leukemia patient 
Christian Parchman’s day 
brighter with a special ser-
enade, while he was being 
treated at the Peyton Manning 
Children’s Hospital. 

“Christian loves rap music, 
so we made the song into a rap 
style song and the students 
added their voices right over 
the chorus,” Beltzer said.

Beltzer hopes to bring the 
experience to many more com-
panies and schools.

Back in January, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) presented his special 
song to a happy recipient.

“I believe in the power of 

music and the positive impact 
it can have on people’s lives. 
That’s why I was especially 
proud to partner with an or-
ganization that uses music to 
uplift children during such 
difficult and challenging 
times,” Crowley said. “It was 
a thrill to record an original 
song through the Songs of 

Love Foundation and an even 
bigger thrill to be able to per-
sonally share it with young 
Victor Rugerio at Elmhurst 
Hospital.” 

Another event took place at 
Webster Hall in the East Vil-
lage when Songs of Love held 
its sold-out 6th Annual Ben-
efit Concert featuring JRAD, a 

Grateful Dead cover band and 
the audience recorded a heal-
ing “song of love” for 14-year-
old Justin Silver, a child with 
autism.  

And heart transplant pa-
tient Paris Burris, 11, was all 
smiles when she heard her 
name on a tune that featured 
the voices of over 200 Ameri-
can Legion war veterans. 
Paris and family were present 
at that event which took place 
at a recent convention in Char-
lotte, N.C.

Manhattan-based song-
writer Carl Allocco is a 
Queens native, who has been 
working with Songs of Love 
since he answered an ad that 
Beltzer placed in the Village 
Voice back in 1997. 

“Since then, I’ve written 
over 3,500 songs for the orga-
nization and it has been a won-
derful, rewarding experience,” 
Allocco said. “I’ve been to 
many events where the songs 
were personally delivered to 
a child, and the expression of 
joy on their faces when they 
receive it is beyond words. I 
feel humbled and honored to 
be able to use my talents this 
way: to put a smile on the face 
of a child going through a 
tough time.”

For the most part, song-
writers can create the entire 
song by themselves, but some-

times they work with singers. 
Celebrity singers like Billy 
Joel, David Lee Roth, and Mi-
chael Bolton have teamed up 
with Songs of Love and donat-
ed their talents. 

At Songs of Love, it seems 
that great karma abounds. 
Lucky youngsters benefit by 
receiving a memorable gift; 
the song becomes an everlast-
ing keepsake for the child and 
family, bringing hope and lift-
ing spirits.  

Meanwhile, song contribu-
tors undoubtedly experience 
powerful feelings of purpose, 
knowing that they’re bring-
ing happiness to a deserving 
youngster battling a serious 
illness. It’s a win-win for ev-
eryone.

To request a song, you can 
go to: www.songsoflove.org/re-
quest/ or call 1-800-960-SONG 
(7664).

Continued from Page 49 
SONGS

Bob McGrath (l) one of the original stars of “Sesame Street,” vis-
its with St. Mary’s Children Hospital patient Ronald Sterling be-
fore the young boy’s untimely death from a degenerative disease.  

Photo courtesy Anis Arafat

JOHN BELTZER

Restaurant Week 
GREAT NECK PLAZA’s SPRING 2016

Sunday, April 24
through 

Sunday, May 1

$27.95
Prix Fixe

ShopGreatNeck.com for restaurants 
and Restaurant Week menus.

April 24 - May 1
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Pricing excludes tax, title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expire 5/2/16.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�

N O  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT     

INCLUDED WITH 
EVERY NEW AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE

3 Day/100 Mile 
Vehicle Exchange

$7 Lube, Oil & 
Filter Changes
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional

$250 Referral 
Rewards

Annual New York 
State Inspections

Members-Only Parts 
& Service Pricing

Priority Service 
Scheduling

Service Loaner 
Vehicles

Towing Protection

Drop-Off Valet 
Service

Shuttle ServiceShuttle ServiceS

2016 CHEVROLET

MALIBU LS
Stk# 161335s, Reference# 46930, Auto, 1.5L Turbo, Rear Camera, 

Push Button Start, 4G LTE, Bluetooth. 1 Available! MSRP $23,995

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $139 or $99 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,010 Factory Rebate and $1,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,336

$139 $99
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

Stk# 161335 R f

ALL NEWALL NEW 2016 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX AWD LT

$159 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161274, Reference# 37700, Auto, 2.4L V4, Bluetooth, 
Rear Camera, AM/FM, Airbags, ABS. 1 Available! MSRP $29,295

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 
miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $159 or $89 1st payment, 
$1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. Includes 
$2,289 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,816

2016 CHEVROLET2016 CHEVROLET

CRUZE

$129 $89
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 16466, Reference# 37702, Auto, 1.4L V4, 4 Cyl 
Turbo, Bluetooth, 4G LTE. 1 Available! MSRP $21,995

24 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $129 or $89 1st 
payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $1,750 Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $3,096

Stk# 161171, Reference# 37696, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, Heated Front 
Seats, Bed Liner Steps, Remote Start, Rear Camera. 1 Available! MSRP $44,290

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $299 or $229 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $3,640 Factory Rebate and $500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $11,661

$299 $229
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

SILVERADO
Stk# 161177, Reference# 37697, Auto, 5.3L V8, Leather, Navigation, 

A/C, 4G LTE, Roof Rack, Cross Rails. 1 Available! MSRP $59,420

2016 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT 4X4

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $549 or $499 1st 
payment, $3,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,500 Factory Rebate and $2,000 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $21,411

$549 $499
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $2,000 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

Stk# 161174, Reference# 37698, Auto, 3.6L V6, 7 Passenger, Heated Front 
Seats, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, OnStar. 1 Available! MSRP $37,645

39 month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1+ and Tier 1 approved credit. 
10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $207 or $169 1st 
payment, 2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and fees. 
Includes $2,850 Factory Rebate and $1,500 Conquest Rebate. Total Lease Payments: $8,091

$207 $169
/MONTH LEASE /MONTH LEASE

with $1,500 
Conquest Rebate.

OR

2016 CHEVROLET

TRAVERSE AWD LT

EA
15% OFF

MSRP
CASH BACK

ON ALL REMAINING 2015 CHEVY 

VEHICLES
727727222227272772222 T!TTNTNTNTNNNVEVVEVEVEVR ERRRRRUUUOUOUOUHOHOHOHHHOOOOOOURURUUUU ENTENTENENVENVENVEVEVEVEVVEVEVEEURURURURHOHOHH ENUO R ENVH NOOU T!T!T!T!T!T!TT!!

ALL ENDS SUNDAY AT 5PM!
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Sports

BY BRANDON MAUK

After Anthony Romero 
lost his shot at a no-hitter, his 
team also saw their lead van-
ish. Their opponent’s victory 
followed. 

Archbishop Molloy’s soph-
omore pitcher was two outs 
from completing a no-no, but 
St. Raymond’s rallied for sev-
en runs in the top of the sev-
enth for an unlikely 8-2 come-
back win in CHSAA baseball 
April 15 in Briarwood.  

Six errors on the game 
doomed Romero and the Stan-
ners, as three in the final in-
ning opened the door for St. 
Ray’s to rally for the win.

“Whenever you get ahead, 
you always have confidence 
moving on,” Romero said. 

“We weren’t ourselves today, 
and I know we’ll come back 
stronger.” 

Romero gave up just two 
earned runs and struck out 
nine batters. He got his sup-
port from his teammates in 
the fourth on RBI singles 
from Billy Hatzinikolaou and 
Daniel Hoff, giving the Stan-
ners a 2-0 lead.

St. Ray’s starter Jeancar-
los Bonilla had matched zeros 
with Romero from that point 
on. He struck out five batters 
and allowed just six hits.

A pair of errors, one by 
Hatzinikolaou on a missed 
catch at first with two outs in 
the fifth, allowed St. Ray’s to 
get within a run, but the no-
hitter was still preserved, as 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Shamorie Ponds gave his 
future St. John’s teammates 
one last preview of the help 
that is on the way.

The Jefferson guard calmly 
went about scoring 17 points, 
dishing out two assists and 
collecting two steals in a los-
ing effort in the Jordan Brand 
Classic boys’ basketball all-
star game at Barclays Center 
April 15, with four current Red 
Storm players in attendance. 
Marcus LoVett Jr., Federico 
Mussini, Kassoum Yakwe 
and Yankuba Sima were just 
repaying the loyalty Ponds 
showed all season.

“It shows that we respect 
each other,” Ponds said. “I 
pretty much went to every 
home game they had, pretty 
much kicked it in the locker 
room. We are just trying to get 
there. It’s a bond.”

St. John’s is coming off an 
8-24 season but, like Ponds, 
expects things to turn around 
with the infusion of the next 
recruiting class, of which he is 
the face.

“I’m pretty confident,” he 
said. “I feel we have a shot 
to do well next year with the 
chemistry we’ve got.”

Ponds would have liked 
to put on a better show in his 
hometown as he shot 7-for-15 
with just one three-pointer 
made. He dropped in 15 of his 
points in the second half once 
he began seizing opportuni-
ties. Ponds scored a quick 
seven points, including a long 
trey to pull his team within 
88-85 with 10:55 to play in the 
game. He is the first player 
from a New York City high 
school to play in the All-Amer-
ican game since Rice’s Durand 
Scott in 2009. 

“I just tried to stay more 
aggressive,” Ponds said. “The 
first half I was shying away 
from the ball. I had to get more 
aggressive.”

The crowd certainly was 
aggressive when it came to 

Ponds. The hometown fan gave 
him a nice ovation during in-
troductions. It is a moment 
that will stick with him as his 
games shift to Queens.  

“It means a lot for a home-
town guy,” Ponds said. “I’m 
just trying to put on a show.” 

Queens stars shine in re-
gional game: Former Christ 
the King standout Travis At-
son also shook off early nerves 
playing in an all-star game in 
front of plenty of family and 
friends. The Notre Dame Prep 

standout and Tulsa-bound 
wing scored 21 of his 25 points 
in the second half and grabbed 
four rebounds to help the New 
York All-Stars beat their East 
counterparts 148-128 in the 
Jordan Brand Regional game. 

“I was a little nervous com-
ing out,” Atson said. “I missed 
my first three or four shots. I 
calmed down. Second half, I 
just shot the ball how I always 
do.”

He put his full game on dis-
Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 60

Thomas Jefferson guard Shamorie Ponds, a St. John's recruit, scored 17 
points in the Jordan Brand Classic April 15.  Photo by Yaowei Lu

Molloy starter Anthony Romero tossed 6 1/3 scoreless innings against 
St. Raymond.  Photo by Gina Palermo

SJU sees its future
Shamorie Ponds shows off skills in all-star appearance

Nearing a no-hitter, 
Molloy drops game
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For a second, Dominique 
Toussaint pondered taking a 
much different career path, 
one that might not have in-
cluded a scholarship to play at 
Virginia, Miss New York State 
basketball honors and a spot 
in the Jordan Brand Classic. 

The Christ the King senior, 
who lives in Staten Island, 
did not enter high school with 
much fanfare. She worked her 
way up to that elite level after 
choosing not to take an easier 
route following her sophomore 
year in Middle Village. 

Royals coach Bob Mackey 
told her that she had to either 
raise the level of her game or 
transfer. Toussaint’s parents 
Kirstie and Richard agreed. 
They offered to keep her closer 
to home at Curtis instead if 
she wasn’t up to the challenge. 

“They gave me an ultima-
tum: You either work your 
butt off and do well or you are 
out of there,” Toussaint said. 
“We are not going to waste our 

money, do two hours [commut-
ing to school].”

She considered the alterna-
tive—briefly. 

“There was a brief moment 
where I was like, ‘I’ll go to Cur-
tis and do great there,’” Tous-
saint said. “I’ll score every sin-

gle point, but again, you want 
to be successful and Christ the 
King was the best place for me 
to go for that and I just stuck 
with it.”

She did and reaped all the 
rewards.

Already a top-flight de-

fender, Toussaint became a 
better shooter, a better pass-
ing point guard and the Roy-
als’ leader during a breakout 
junior season in which the 
Royals reached the state Fed-
eration Class AA final for the 
first time since 2010. As a se-
nior, she averaged 19.7 points, 
6.8 rebounds and 3.5 assists 
per game and was named the 
TimesLedger Newspapers All-
Queens girls basketball player 
of the year. 

“She was told, ‘If you are 
not going to step up and really 
do it, then don’t waste every-
body’s time,’” Mackey said. 
“Boy did she. She had a great 
junior year and terrific senior 
year and I think it paid off and 
it shows.”

In order to make it all 
work, Toussaint had to leave 
her house every morning 
around 6:15 a.m, get driven to 
the Staten Island Ferry and 
then take three trains to ar-
rive at Christ the King. Out 
of season she would be home 
around 4:30 p.m. During hoops 
season it could be three hours 
later than that. 

“She doesn’t turn off,” 
Mackey said. “She is always 
on. She’s got a positive person-
ality and always a positive out-
look on things.”

All of that earned her the 

chance to play in the Jordan 
Brand Classic All-American 
game April 15 at Barclays 
Center, as well as earning an 
invite to try out for the U.S.A. 
U18 National Team on May 15 
at Barclays Center. In the Jor-
dan Brand Classic, Toussaint 
scored six points and grabbed 
seven rebounds. She added 
a highlight-reel play with a 
behind-the-head pass to Lind-
sey Corsaro for a bucket in the 
first quarter. 

“I just made the funny play 
behind my head,” Toussaint 
said. “I’m glad that she caught 
it.”

She said she enjoyed every 
bit of the experience at the 
Jordan Brand Classic. It was a 
small preparation for college, 
where she will have to play 
with an entire team of elite 
players. 

But what she has earned 
will never be as special for 
Toussaint as how she got 
there.

“Everything I do is hard 
work,” she said. “It’s more 
pride when you do it that way. 
You are not relying on anybody 
else. You know you did it your-
self. When everybody asks me 
how I got here, I just tell them 
hard work and being focused 
on what you want to do.”

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Archbishop Molloy gave 
Fontbonne Hall a taste of its 
own medicine. 

Just four days after the 
Bonnies pulled off a come-
from-behind win against 
Mary Louis, the Stanners 
rallied from a four-run late-
inning deficit for a 7-5 win 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball at Cunningham Park 
Tuesday. 

Molloy scored three runs 
in both the fifth and six in-
nings to pull away for the vic-
tory, as their offense eventu-
ally got to Fontbonne starter 
Bianca Marletta in the late 
innings. The victory moves 
the defending champions into 
first place.

“We’ve battled through ev-
ery game so far this season,” 
Molloy coach Maureen Rosen-
baum said. “They stayed to-
gether, and they played as a 
team and we came back.”

Molloy got itself back in 

the game in the bottom of the 
fifth. Giovanna Bonilla led 
off with a single and Jamie 
Durso then followed with 
a two-run inside-the-park 
home run to right center. Mol-
loy scratched across one more 
run in the inning to cut the 
lead down to one, 5-4. 

“Honestly, I wasn’t really 
hitting well, so I knew that 
I just needed to hit the ball,” 
Durso said. “I didn’t care how 
big it was, I just wanted a lit-
tle hit.”

The Stanners continued, 
and eventually completed, 
their comeback in the sixth. 
Stephanie Leyden got the 
rally started with a leadoff 
single, and MollyRose McMa-
hon, Bonilla and Durso all 
reached base safely to follow 
and continue the momentum. 

Those three would each 
come across to score on wild 
pitches later in the inning as 
Marletta began to overthrow 
and lost all of her control. 

“I was trying to get mad 

and throw as hard as I could,” 
Marletta said. “When I don’t 
have my full motion going 
on… I’ll go wild.” 

Marletta and the Bonnies 
had clear control of the game 
for the first four innings, 
however. 

Fontbonne (2-1) jumped on 
the board right away in the 
top of the first after a two-out 
rally in which five straight 
batters reached base. Four 
straight singles from Mar-
letta, Natalie Lacognata, Gab-
by Casagrande and Abigail 
Fogliano, along with a pair 
of outfield errors from Mol-
loy (3-1), helped the Bonnies 
go ahead 3-0 in the opening 
frame.

Molloy tried to answer 
quickly, but left runners on 
second and third to end the 
bottom half of the inning. 
Fontbonne then added one 
more run in the top of the 
second after a Lacognata 
groundout with the bases 
loaded made it 4-0. 

The Stanners got a run 
back in the bottom of the third 
after Bonilla singled and lat-

er came around to score on a 
wild pitch, but Molloy again 
left runners stranded on 
second and third the follow-
ing inning to keep the score 
at 4-1 after four. In the top of 
the fifth, Fontbonne pushed 
across a run to extend its lead 
to 5-1, but left the bases load-
ed and could not score much 
needed insurance runs. 

“Against a very good team, 
once you have them on the 
ropes, you have to continue 
to tack on runs,” Fontbonne 
manager Frank Marinello 
said. “Today we didn’t con-
tinue to tack on runs.”

Molloy starter Camille 
Sears, who returned to the 
circle this season, battled for 
a complete game victory after 
being touched up early. She 
allowed five runs on 10 hits 
with six strikeouts. 

“She had a tough start to-
day,” Rosenbaum said. “She 
battled through it, she got 
stronger as the game went 
on.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Molloy's Camille Sears, seen here 
batting, battles through a rough 
start to pick up the win in the cir-
cle for against Fontbonne. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

One decison put Christ the King's Dominique Toussaint on the path to her 
fantastic final two seasons in Middle Village. Photo by William Thomas

Stanners stage come-from-behind win to take fi rst

Tireless Toussaint reaps major rewards
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aliyyah Handford and Da-
naejah Grant added one final 
accomplishment to the long 
list they accumulated together 
at St. John’s.

The backcourt duo, who led 
the Red Storm women’s basket-
ball team to its first Big East 
Tournament title since 1988, 
both added the title of WNBA 
draftees to their resumes. 
Handford was drafted by the 
Connecticut Sun with the 
third pick of the third round 
(27th overall) and Grant was 
picked seventh in the round 
(31st overall) by the Washing-
ton Mystics. The two were on 
FaceTime for a half-hour once 
their names were called.

“I can’t even describe it,” 
Grant said. “When you first 
start playing, this is some-
thing you dream of but you 
don’t know how you are going 
to feel until it happens and last 
night it was an overwhelming 
feeling.”

She and Grant are the sec-
ond set of SJU guards taken in 
the WNBA Draft together. Na-
dirah McKenith and Shennei-
ka Smith were both selected 
in 2013 as McKenith was taken 
17th overall by the Mystics and 
Smith was chosen eight picks 
later by the New York Liberty. 

“[I] texted them both before 
the draft letting them know 
I was proud of both of them,” 
Red Storm coach Joe Tarta-
mella said of Handford and 
Grant. “Being through it a 
couple of years ago helped me, 
watching Nadirah and Shen-

neika go made me understand 
the process and what to expect. 
Seeing their names come up is 
something I will never forget 
as a head coach.”

Handford’s name is all 
over the program’s history. 
She leaves as its all-time lead-

ing scorer (2,058) and the first 
female player in school his-
tory to surpass the 2,000-point 
mark. Handford became the 
first player in program his-
tory to earn a spot on the 
conference’s top team three 
separate times. She was also 

the 2016 Big East Tournament 
Most Outstanding Player. She 
quickly asked her good friend 
McKenith for advance to han-
dle all that comes next.

“Right after I got drafted, 
I texted her and asked her 

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Soccer superstar and cur-
rent New York City Football 
Club Captain David Villa will 
be participating in a pair of 
soccer camps at Queens Col-
lege this summer.

Villa will be bringing his 
DV7 Soccer Academy camps, 
which first opened in Puer-
to Rico this January, to the 
school in July and August. He 
announced the partnership 
during a press conference at 
the school April 13. 

The camps, which will 
teach the Spanish soccer 
methods used at the Academy, 
will be directed by DV7 Acad-
emy Director Josep Gombau 
Balaguer, former director of 
the Football Club Barcelona 
Escola. Villa will participate 
in a training session with 
each group of children, ages 
8-16, observing their play and 
providing feedback.

Joining Villa at the press 
conference were Queens Col-

lege President Felix V. Matos 
Rodriguez, State Assembly 
member Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) and Gom-
boa Balaguer. All four men 
expressed their excitement in 
expanding soccer’s presence in 
the New York City area.

Villa’s DV7 Soccer Acad-
emy will participate in the 
Queens College summer soc-
cer camps running July 25-29 
and Aug. 1-5.

“We are honored, we are 
happy, we are excited, we are 
ecstatic to have David Villa’s 
DV7 Soccer Academy seeing 
the value of partnering with 
Queens College and with our 
soccer camp,” Rodriguez said.

Moya, a fan of one of Villa’s 
former teams (FC Barcelona), 
was instrumental in bringing 
the DV7 Academy to the bor-
ough over the past few months. 
He predicted a bright future for 
the academy at Queens College.

“It’s a great thing that he 
[Villa] has decided to make 
Queens his home. Queens Col-

lege couldn’t be a better place 
to have it…we’re going to make 
the David Villa Academy home 
right here in Queens College,” 
he said.

Villa’s participation at the 
camp over the summer is just 
part of the rising profile of soc-
cer and the MLS in Queens and 

around New York City. The su-
perstar became NYCFC’s first 
player when he signed with 
the team in June 2014, and he 
came to the United States with 
an already impressive soccer 
resume. NYCFC plays its home 
games at Yankee Stadium.

In addition to FC Barce-

lona, Villa has played for such 
soccer giants as Valencia CF 
and Atletico Madrid in his 
club career, and he has been 
an integral part of Spain’s suc-
cess internationally over the 
past few years.

He is the Spanish National 
Team’s all-time international 
leading goal scorer, and he 
has won tournaments such as 
the Euro Cup in 2008 and the 
World Cup in 2010 throughout 
his international career.

Villa, who speaks Spanish 
as his first language, spoke 
only briefly in English at the 
press conference, but did say 
in a statement what he envi-
sions for the camps.

“In this camp I want to 
teach the children the con-
cepts and the values that I 
have learned throughout my 
soccer career,” he said. “It is 
an unparalleled and special 
opportunity to be able to begin 
this project in such a diverse 
and soccer-passionate commu-
nity as Queens.”

Queens College President Felix V. Matos Rodriguez (l-r), state 
Assembly member Francisco Moya, NYCFC Capt. David Villa, 
and DV7 Academy Director Josep Gomboa Balaguer celebrate 
a partnership between the academy and the school.  

Photo courtesy of Queens College/Simone Caprifogli

St. John's guard Aliyyah Handford was drafted by the Conneticut Sun in 
the third round of the NBA Draft.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Red Storm senior Danaejah Grant was drafted by the Washington Mystics 
in the third round of the NBA Draft.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Villa bringing soccer camp to Queens College

Red Storm duo signed in WNBA draft

Continued on Page 60
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questions,” Handford said. “I 
have talked to her all day to-
day and she is giving me her 
point of view.”

Grant finished her three 
seasons at St. John’s with the 
best of her career. She aver-
aged 19.6 points per game, 
scored 20 or more points 17 
times and turned in a team-
best five double-doubles. 
Grant, ninth on the program’s 
all-time scoring list with 1,498 
points, was also an All-Big 
East First Team selection. 

Still, nothing beat the emo-
tion of watching herself get 
drafted, and being with her 
family while it happened.

“I looked up and just 
dropped to my knees and 
started praying, thank-
ing God,” Grant said. “We 
were in the living room just 
screaming for 15 minutes and 
embracing the moment.”

It was likely the final mo-
ment she and Handford will 
create together.

“I saw it and didn’t know 
how to feel,” Handford said. 
“It didn’t hit me that I was 
drafted until today and it’s a 
dream come true.”

play, knocking down three 
threes, attacking the basket 
and hitting the backboards. 
It was the way Atson hoped 
to go out before heading to 
Tulsa. He played in the five 
boroughs just three times 
since leaving Christ the King 
for prep school after his ju-
nior year.

“That’s the best thing,” 
Atson said. “I’m so happy I 
went out playing great.” 

That is exactly what East 

Elmhurt native Mamadou 
Diarra, who attends Putnam 
Science Academy (Conn.), 
did, playing in front of his en-
tire family for the first time 
in more than four years. The 
UConn-bound forward gave 
them plenty to cheer about 
by scoring 19 points on 9-of-10 
shooting from the field. 

“It’s been actually been 
since the eighth grade that 
my parents haven’t seen 
me play basketball.  It was 
great,” Diarra said. “It was 
nice to have them all come 
and support me and I had a 
lot of fun.” 

Romero retired the next four 
batters to keep the lead as 
well.

Molloy tried to get the run 
back in the sixth following a 
walk, a stolen base, and a bunt, 
but St. Ray’s Rony Gutierrez 
kept the game within a run by 
gunning the runner down at 
the plate with a superb throw 
from right.

Even with the errors, 
Romero held St. Ray’s hitless 
until the last inning. With one 
out in the seventh, a pair of er-

rors on some routine ground-
balls allowed Keury Abreu to 
score, knotting up the score 
at 2-2, after the third baseman 
threw high to home on a field-
er’s choice.

“Unfortunately, we’re go-
ing to have to be able to field 
the ball. [Romero] can’t strike 
out 21 guys,” Molloy coach 
Brad Lyons said. “Right now 
we’re terrible.”

After Romero exited the 
game, Samuel Delacruz final-
ly got St. Ray’s first hit, a go-
ahead single. Josh Colon fol-
lowed two batters later with a 
two-run triple and scored on a 
single by John Rodriguez. Je-

mal Betances capped the scor-
ing with a two-run homer to 
put the game out of reach.

 On just four hits, St. Ray’s 
scored seven runs in the fi-
nal inning. Once they finally 
broke through, they broke it 
open.

“All we needed was just 
one guy to get on to get the ty-
ing run on, and we did that,” 
St. Ray’s coach Marc DeLuca 
said. “That’s what started the 
rally, a walk. We hit at the 
right time. That shows the 
character of the team—until 
the game is over, we’ve still got 
work to do.”

Ponds

SJU duo

Molloy
Continued from Page 57
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As part of its ongoing ef-
forts to help consumers avoid 
falling victim to identity theft, 
AARP New York is joining 
with New York State Attorney 
General Eric T. Schneiderman 
to sponsor “Shred Fest 2016” – 
a series of events to provide 
free shredding of personal fi-
nancial documents and other 
sensitive records. 

The Shred Fest will launch 
statewide on Tuesday, April 
26 at Manhattan Plaza, lo-
cated on West 43rd Street, be-
tween 9th and 10th Avenues.  
Shredding service begins at 
11:00 AM and will continue 
until 2:00 PM., or until the on-
site shredding service trucks 
reach full capacity.

“Identity thieves are con-
stantly coming up with new 
and creative ways to target 
and take advantage of victims 
– especially seniors,” said At-
torney General Eric T. Sch-
neiderman. “Shred Fest is an 
excellent opportunity to keep 

these scammers from getting 
ahold of your sensitive per-
sonal information.”

In 2015 New York State res-
idents registered over 100,000 
complaints about fraud with 
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.

“Identity thieves routinely 
search through dumpsters 
and trash cans, looking to find 
confidential information.  Our 
Shred Fest 2016 events will al-
low consumers to discard this 
paperwork in a safe and se-
cure manner,” said Beth Fin-
kel, State Director of AARP 
New York. “Financial fraud 
causes millions of dollars in 
losses each year. With the tax-
filing season behind us, we’re 
encouraging taxpayers to do a 
spring cleaning of their old fi-
nancial documents and other 
records.”  

Additional Shred Fest 
events in New York City 
are taking place in Harlem, 
Queens, and Staten Island:

-
copal Church, 1333 Bay St., 
Staten Island, NY; 12:00 – 3:00 
PM or until truck is full;

Powell State Office, 163 West 
125th Street, NY, 11:00 – 2:00 
PM or until truck is full;

-
ing, NY; 12:00 – 3:00 PM or un-
til truck is full;

-

or until truck is full;

Church, 100-10 Astoria Blvd, 
East Elmhurst, NY 10:00 – 1:00 
PM or until truck is full.

The New York City events 
are part of a series of Shred 
Fest 2016 events scheduled 
for communities across New 
York State and the nation dur-
ing Money Smart Week® April 
23-30, with support from the 
AARP Fraud Watch Network 
and the AARP Foundation.  

A full list of events in New 
York State can be found on 
the AARP New York web site: 
states.aarp.org/shred-fest-
2016-protect-identity-theft/.

To avoid having your sen-
sitive information compro-
mised, security experts rec-
ommend shredding of the 
following types of materials:

that carry your Social Secu-
rity number, birth date, signa-
ture, account numbers, pass-
words or PIN numbers. 

unused checks.  Shred deposit 
slips and ATM and credit card 
receipts, once you receive 
your monthly statements. 

-
proved credit card applica-
tions and incentive/gift checks 
from credit card companies.

-
cal bills.

account statements.
-

pired driver’s licenses, medi-
cal insurance cards and pass-
ports.

Shred Fest 2016 events are 
being held in 12 locations in 

other states next week.  Resi-
dents of other communities 
who wish to take advantage of 
a Shred Fest event may refer 
to online schedule. 

And for those consumers 
who use a home shredder, ex-
perts also recommend the use 
of a micro-cut model.  Tests 
have shown that the scraps of 
paper from a straight or cross-
cut shredder can be reassem-
bled by identity thieves.  With 
a micro-cut shredder, the pa-
per is rendered into impossi-
ble-to-reassemble debris.

More information on how 
to keep yourself safe from iden-
tity theft fraud, and alerts re-
garding other types of scams, 
is available from the Fraud 
Watch Network at www.aarp.
org/FraudWatchNetwork.

‘Shred Fest 2016’ Helps New York City Consumers  
Avoid Risk of Identity Theft

Local Event One of Dozens Scheduled in NY State and Nationwide to Provide Secure Document Destruction
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