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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The opt-out movement has gen-

erated headlines and protests in 
recent weeks as students across 

the city and state sat for their 
state standardized exams that 
were held on April 5-7 and April 
12-13. . Official numbers will not 
be released for several months, 

but advocates said the pattern 
would likely remain steady from 
the year before.

“New York City is kind of a 
small picture of the rest of the 

state,” Loy Gross, co-founder of 
United to Counter the Core, said. 
“Overall, there are very few opt-
outs in Queens.”

About 2 percent of New York 
City students boycotted the tests 
in 2015, in comparison to a state-
wide average of approximately 
20 percent. Gross theorized that 
New York City rates were lower 
because parents were worried 
that if students did not take the 
exams, it would hurt their chanc-
es to be admitted to the middle or 
high school of their choice.

“In the city, we have parents 
who say that there are no conse-
quences, that there are alternate 
ways to be used” to gain admit-
tance into schools, she said. “But 
that information doesn’t seem to 
be spread very widely.”

Inquiries to Queens school dis-
tricts were referred to a Depart-
ment of Education spokeswoman 
who said that the department 
would not release any opt-out 
numbers until the state released 
test scores in August. 

At a meeting earlier this month, 
after the first week of testing was 
complete, Superintendent Mabel 
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New York's new professional tennis team is making the famed West Side Tennis Club in Forest Hills its home court. 
With Patrick McEnroe as coach and Christina McHale (c), winner of more than $2 million in purses, as the team's No. 
1 player, the NY Empire previewed its new season with a kids’ clinic last week.   Photo by Michael Shain

TENNIS ANYONE?

BY BILL PARRY

A Queens lawmaker is object-
ing to a proposed  4-1/2-year, $39 
million permanent contract for 
the shelter for homeless women 
in Dutch Kills. The city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services and 
the service provider Acacia sub-
mitted the bid to operate Pam’s 
Place at the Verve Hotel with City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, who 
has 30 days to approve or reject 
the contract.

“First I object to the 4-1/2-year 
term,” state Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Island 
City) said. “I am opposed to any 
term greater than one year. This 
is lengthy especially in light of 
the history of the provider at this 
location.”

Nolan said there were more 
than 400, 911 calls during a six-
week period after the shelter 
opened last year and last month 
security was upgraded after com-
plaints of violent incidents from 
the 114th Precinct.

“Acacia mismanaged this 

BY MADINA TOURE

Inspired by a similar program in Detroit, the 
Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce kicked 
off a micro-granting effort at a crowd-funded com-
munity dinner last week that supported projects 
to help the neighborhood . 

SOUP raises money 
for Flushing residents

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said the delayed opening of 
a portion of the Rockaway 
Boardwalk will be a blow 
to the surrounding com-
munity after the city post-

poned the work because of 
the crane collapse in Man-
hattan.

 The city pushed back 
the completion date from 
Memorial Day to July be-
cause of high winds dis-
rupting work.  Until then, 
business owners and beach-

goers alike will have to deal 
with an incomplete section 
of walkable space between 
the 108th Street and 124th 
Street beaches, the residue 
of the devastating damage 
inflicted on the Rockaway 
peninsula by Hurricane 

Reconstruction of the Rockaway 
Boardwalk has been underway since 
Hurricane Sandy struck in 2012. 

Photo by Michael Shain

City proposes 
contract for 
Verve shelter

NYC opt-out rates remain steady
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Boardwalk repairs delayed

Critic of state exams says few students in Queens decide to skip taking tests
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Kennedy airport BID prepares for takeoff
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Queens Borough 
Board unanimously ap-
proved the creation of a 
new industrial business 
improvement district for 
an area neighboring John 
F. Kennedy Airport at its 
monthly meeting at Bor-
ough Hall Monday.

The area includes many 
cargo and trucking indus-
tries that service the air-
port, and supporters said 
the new BID would bring 
clout and advocacy to a 
neighborhood they assert-
ed was unlike any other in 
New York City.

“No one really under-
stands this district — how 
a piece of cheese gets from 
northern Italy to your din-
ner table,” Barbara Cohen, 
a consultant for the IBID, 
said during the meeting. 
“It’s a district that has been 
overlooked and misunder-

stood, and it’s found its 
voice.”

The Greater JFK Indus-
trial Business Improvement 
District was first proposed 
in October 2012. There are 

526 different properties 
in the IBID  area, which 
stretches along Rockaway 
Boulevard on the north 
end of JFK Airport from 
Baisley Boulevard to the 

western edge of Idlewild 
Park. The area includes 199 
commercial properties, as 
well as 154 residential prop-
erties. Many of the busi-
nesses provide  service air-
port operations, including 
customs brokers, freight 
forwarders, truckers and 
delivery services.

Cohen said the projected 
first-year budget would be 
$500,000, which would be 
raised through funds from 
area industrial and com-
mercial property openers, 
with a symbolic $1 charge 
towards residential prop-
erty owners. Non-profits 
would be exempt from 
payment. Cohen said busi-
nesses would likely not 
pay more than $500 a year 
because of a larger  tenant 
pool.

According to a BID fact 
sheet, the funds would go 
toward district marketing 
and networking, coordi-

nating with the NYPD on 
public safety, coordinat-
ing with the Department 
of Sanitation on snow re-
moval and maintenance, 
assorted technical services 
and BID advocacy.

Cohen said she was 
hopeful Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio would approve the IBID 
by the end of 2016, and it 
could be established next 
year. Voters approving 
the IBID at the Borough 
Board included the chairs 
of Community Boards 12 
and 13, where the proposed 
district is located, as well 
as Council members Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans), Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village).

The board also heard 
from former Schools Chan-
cellor Dennis Walcott, who 

was named the president 
and CEO of Queens Library 
March 1, a library system 
that he called “the most di-
verse in the country.”

“What you hear here 
is a library system on the 
move,” he said during his 
presentation. “We’re not 
sitting dormant.”

He also detailed some 
of the capital projects that 
were planned for the sys-
tem, including a new li-
brary in Hunters Point, 
which had an estimated 
cost of $21.2 million. Some 
Council members, includ-
ing Koslowitz and Crowley, 
said the areas they repre-
sented also needed new or 
refurbished facilities.

“I’d like to see a library 
in Rego Park,” Koslowitz 
said, noting that construc-
tion and property costs 
were unlikely to decrease. 
“The longer we wait, the 
more it’s going to cost.” 

U.S. Senate paves way for FAA look at LaGuardia 
BY MADINA TOURE

 
The U.S. Senate passed a 

long-term Federal Aviation 
Administration bill Tues-
day that may require the 
Port Authority and the FAA 
to re-examine LaGuardia 
Airport’s flight paths and 
the NextGen satellite navi-
gation system. 

The bill, which the Sen-
ate passed by a vote of 95-3, 
requires the FAA to review 
certain decisions to exclude 
an environmental impact 
study for Next Generation 
flight procedures and to get 
advice from the airports 
where the procedures will 
be implemented.

The bill, which now goes 
to the House of Representa-
tives for debate, reauthoriz-
es FAA programs through 
the end of fiscal year 2017. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 

a member of the Queens 
Quiet Skies Caucus, said  
the House needs to act now 
that the Senate has passed 
the bill. 

“Ultimately, we need a 
bill that gives the FAA a 
firmer ground on which to 
stand and that protects the 

flying public as well as ad-
dresses the burdensome, 
excessive aircraft noise 
pollution that is plaguing 
our communities,” Crowley 
said. 

An FAA spokesman said 
the agency does not com-
ment on proposed legisla-

tion. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing), another member 
of the Queens Quiet Skies 
Caucus, said she has re-
peatedly called on the FAA 
to combat aircraft noise 
over Queens and to further 
involve the community in 
the process, saying resi-
dents need relief.

“I will continue to sup-
port and advocate for leg-
islation that accomplishes 
these goals, and I look 
forward to reviewing this 
particular provision when 
it comes before the House,” 
Meng said.

The bill includes an 
amendment introduced by 
Arizona Republican Sens. 
Jeff Flake and  John Mc-
Cain requiring the FAA to 
establish an airspace man-
agement advisory commit-
tee to review and report to 
Congress on the agency’s 

process for developing pro-
posals that affect airspace 
changes. 

The committee would 
examine how the FAA co-
ordinates both internally 
within the agency and ex-
ternally with stakeholders 
on the proposals.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said the 
bill is “a step in the right 
direction” in that it at least 
seems to require the FAA 
to consider the impact of 
low-flying airplanes over 
downtown Flushing, but it 
will not stop it.

“It remains to be seen 
whether this (advisory) 
committee, which notably 
lacks community represen-
tation in favor of airline, 
airport and aviation offi-
cials, will actually take our 
best interests into consider-
ation,” Koo said. 

Susan Carroll, a Flush-

ing community advocate, 
said she is disappointed 
that the bill has no provi-
sion for lowering the noise 
metric from a day-night 
average sound level of 65 
decibels—established by 
the FAA in 1981 as the level 
at which federal funding 
could be provided for noise 
mitigation strategies—to 
55 DNL, the standard most 
countries use. 

But she praised McCain 
and Flake for getting their 
amendment into the bill, 
saying that New York’s 
two Democratic senators, 
Kirsten Gillibrand and 
Charles Schumer, have not 
done enough work to advo-
cate against airplane noise. 

She said she hopes the 
bill will at least lead to an 
evaluation of the TNNIS 
Climb, a departure path 
that stretches over north-
east Queens, and NextGen. 

Proponents are advocating for a new business improvement dis-
trict along Rockaway Boulevard on the northern end of the John F. 
Kennedy Airport, pictured here Wikimdedia.com

The U.S. Senate passed a Federal Aviation Administration reautho-
rization bill Tuesday.  Photo by Michael Shain 

JFK Industrial Business Improvement District earns unanimous approval from Borough Board
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SAMPLE SALE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
12:00PM - 8:00PM

DOORS CLOSE AT 7:30PM!

DRESSES FROM $999
ACCESSORIES FROM $59

KLEINFELD
110 WEST 20TH STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
MORE INFO: kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-sale

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Pols urge DOT to make  
Blossom Avenue safer
BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials, com-
munity leaders and traffic 
safety advocates are calling 
on the city Department of 
Transportation to re-explore 
ways to reduce accidents at 
the   intersection of Blossom 
Avenue and Main Street in 
Flushing. 

At a news conference 
held Monday morning at the 
intersection near the Public 
Health Solutions’ WIC Cen-
ter, state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said she wrote a letter to 
DOT Queens Borough Com-
missioner Nicole Garcia 
in October 2015 asking for 
traffic calming measures to 
be installed at the intersec-
tion.  These measures are 
designed to slow down or 
reduce traffic and increase 
safety for pedestrians. 

In the letter, Rozic re-
ferred to an accident that 
took place that month in 
which a young couple was 
struck as they were trying 
to cross the street, She also 
cited the high volume of pe-
destrian and vehicle traffic 
in the area. 

She said the DOT told her 
that although the intersec-
tion falls into a designation 
of traffic space in which the 
area is too busy for a stop 
sign, it is not busy enough 
for a traffic signal. 

“That is not an appropri-
ate response,” Rozic said. 
“That is not the response 
that community members in 
Flushing deserve, so we’re 
here again to call on the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to revisit the study and 
say enough is enough.” 

A DOT spokesman said 
the agency’s fall 2015 study 
of the intersection found 
that it did not meet the fed-
eral criteria for a traffic sig-
nal. 

He said the agency is cur-
rently taking another look 
at the location to see what 
potential safety measures 
can be implemented.

The spokesman also said 
that from Jan. 1, 2010 to Dec. 

31, 2014, the intersection saw 
a total of four motor vehicle 
occupant injuries.

No pedestrian injuries, 
severe injuries or fatalities 
were reported at the loca-
tion during that time, the 
spokesman said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said that that 
along Main Street, there 
were 15 injuries and one 
death last year. 

During the first two 
months of 2016, there were 
four injuries between Maple 
and Blossom avenues and 
at the intersection in ques-
tion, there have been three 
injuries since October 2015, 
Stavisky said. 

“It is unfortunate that 
we have to come out and 
not demonstrate but have a 
press conference,” Stavisky 
said. “The city should be 
doing this voluntarily and 
willingly.”

Scott Sieber, spokesman 
for City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), said the 
DOT needs to take the com-
munity’s concerns into con-
sideration. 

“The DOT has to come 
out,” Sieber said. “They 

have to do their analysis. It 
has to be done scientifically, 
but we think that they also 
need to listen to the commu-
nity.”

The intersection is just a 
block away from the north-
east corner of Cherry Ave-
nue and Main Street, where 
3-year-old Allison Liao was 
hit by a driver in October 
2013 while crossing at the 
intersection with her grand-
mother. The intersection 
has since been renamed “Al-
lison Hope Liao Way.”

“We’re really baffled by 
why just a few feet away, 
DOT can’t look at the street 
and do some traffic calming 
measures,” Allison’s moth-
er, Amy Tam-Liao, a found-
ing member of Families for 
Safe Streets, said. Peter Tu, 
executive director of the 
Flushing Chinese Business 
Association; Susan Lacerte, 
executive director of Queens 
Botanical Garden; and Ari-
elle Burlett, Neighborhood 
WIC Program Manager at 
Public Health Solutions, 
thanked the elected officials 
for their work and asked the 
DOT to consider the com-
munity’s needs. 

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic is asking the city Department 
of Transportation to pay attention to traffic safety issues 
at the intersection of Blossom Avenue and Main Street. 

Photo by Madina Toure
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

Sanders calls for probe of NYPD shooting
Senator believes questions remain about why cops killed out-of-state man in South Ozone Park

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Queens lawmaker has 
asked Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to appoint a special pros-
ecutor to investigate the 
death of a man who was 
shot by NYPD officers last 
weekend, saying that an ex-
ternal investigation could 
help ensure objectivity.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-Rochdale Village) 
asked the governor’s office 
to appoint the prosecutor to 
probe the death of George 
Tillman, 32, who was shot 
by police at the intersection 
of 135th Street and 116th Av-
enue in South Ozone Park 
at about 1:30 a.m. Sunday.

“They have a wealth of 
experience and resources 
to bring to bear,” Sanders 
said in a phone interview, 
referring to state Attorney 
General Eric Scheider-

man’s office. “And by being 
impartial, they have the 
ability to be far more objec-
tive.”

Police said that on the 
evening of the shooting, 
two plainclothes officers 
from the 106th Precinct’s 

Special Conditions Unit ap-
proached Tillman in an un-
marked car after they saw 
him leaning against the 
outside of a double-parked 
SUV holding an open con-
tainer of alcohol.  The po-
lice said the officers were 
able to make out the butt of 
a .40-caliber Hi-Point pistol 
in his waistband. Two offi-
cers approached Tillman, 
according to police, who 
then fled the scene on foot 
with the officers in pur-
suit. 

Three additional police 
officers joined the chase. 
Police said Tillman reached 
for his weapon when he was 
confronted by the officers,   
Four of the officers fired, 
hitting Tillman several 
times, and he was later pro-
nounced dead at Jamaica 
Hospital.  According to po-
lice, the weapon Tillman 

had was found at the scene.
Sanders said he decided 

to make the request after be-
ing shown videos from two 
different sources that cap-
tured the moments leading 
up to Tillman’s death. The 
lawmaker did not disclose 
the contents of the videos, 
but said they were from 
surveillance cameras, not 
cell phone videos. He also 
said neighbors were wor-
ried about police intimida-
tion after police officers al-
legedly entered the homes 
of residents near the scene 
of the shooting on the night 
it happened.

In addition to Sanders’ 
request for an inquiry, Le-
roy Gadsden, the president 
of the Jamaica branch of 
the NAACP, also called on 
Scheiderman to appoint a 
prosecutor to investigate 
the shooting. 

“Our investigation re-
veals that at the time of the 
initial encounter with the 
police, Mr. Tillman was not 
in the process of commit-
ting any crime nor was the 
community in any stage 
of aggression, hostility, or 
criminal or unusual behav-
ior,” Gadsden wrote in a let-
ter to Scheiderman. “There-
fore, we are concerned as to 
how what appeared to be 
a possible open container 
violation charge escalated 
into a police killing.”

Sanders said he expect-
ed a “positive outcome” 
from the governor’s office 
to his request for a special 
prosecutor. 

Calls for comment from 
the NYPD, the governor’s 
office and the office of the 
attorney general were un-
answered as of presstime.

JAMES SANDERS
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BY MARK HALLUM

The stretch of Rockaway 
Beach Rail line extending 
through Rego Park has been 
rusting for decades, neglect-
ed by the city since service 
was shut down in the early 
1960s. 

The debate over whether 
to revive the old Long Island 
Rail Road branch has not 
distracted state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Park) 
from the immediate public 
safety hazard posed by the 
disrepair in the line’s struc-
tures. 

At a news conference in 
December, Addabbo called 
on the MTA to repair a stan-
chion on the high line rail 
east of the intersection of 
Yellowstone Boulevard and 
Alderton Street at the Forest 
Hills-Rego Park border. The 
stanchion had a hole at the 
base large enough for the sen-
ator to put his hand through. 

At another news confer-

ence April 14, Addabbo an-
nounced the stanchion in 
question had been success-
fully repaired by the MTA. 

“The disrepair these 
structures were in just a few 
months ago posed a serious 
hazard to the community,” 
said Addabbo. “This rail line 
may be abandoned, but the 
structure still stands over an 
active roadway and pedestri-
an underpass, putting thou-
sands of people in danger as 
the rust-covered stanchions 
that support it were crum-
bling more and more each 
day.”

The issue of putting the 
inoperative rail line back 
into service has been compli-
cated by questions of cost and 
necessity. The Rockaways 
are notoriously underserved 
by public transportation and 
many officials such as Add-
abbo have advised commut-
ers to look to more immediate 
options. 

A feasibility study has 
been launched to explore 
the need for a fully serviced 
rail line. It is expected to 
be completed by mid-2017 
and will take into account 
the new forms of transpor-
tation available by that 
time, such as a bus line or 
the CityWide Ferry Service 
scheduled to launch at the 
beginning of next year. 

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
not only believes that the 
public should focus on non-
rail options, but released a 
statement which made the 
argu

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A gun buyback pro-
gram held in southeast 
Queens Saturday took a 
total of 89 weapons out 
of circulation and off 
the streets, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

“The Queens Gun Buy-
back initiative is another 
example of the partner-
ship that exists in this 
city between police, pros-
ecutors and the communi-
ties that we serve to im-
prove the quality of life of 
our residents and to lower 
the level of violence in the 
city,” Brown said.

The buyback program 
took place from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Evangel 
Temple, located at 227-10 
Merrick Blvd. in Lau-
relton. According to the 
DA’s office, police recov-
ered 46 revolvers, 21 semi-
automatic pistols, assault 
weapons, rifles, shotguns 
and BB guns as a result of 
the buyback. 

People with legal or il-
legal guns were allowed to 
trade in each weapon for 
a $200 American Express 
gift card, and all transac-
tions were to be kept com-
pletely anonymous, with 
no questions asked. Prior 
to the buyback, the DA 
released a statement ask-
ing people interested in 
exchanging the weapons 
to bring them in a paper, 
plastic bag, or shoe box 

when they took them to 
the location. The NYPD 
also mandated that if 
the weapons were being 
brought to the location by 
car, they had to be stored 
in the trunk.

People were able to 
hand in as many firearms 
as they wanted, but there 
was a maximum allotment 
of three pre-paid cards. In 
addition to the DA’s office 
and the NYPD office, the 
event was co-sponsored 
and co-funded by Council-
man Donovan Richards 

(D-Laurelton), who lauded 
the high success rate of 
the buyback program.

“Bringing the gun buy-
back to District 31 was a 
success, once again tak-
ing dozens of weapons off 
the street to make Queens 
a more secure place to live 
for residents and police of-
ficers,” he said. “I look for-
ward to partnering with 
District Attorney Brown 
and the NYPD on the next 
one.”

The 89 weapons recov-
ered were a boon for the 

NYPD and marked an in-
crease in successful buy-
back transactions from 
last year. A Daily News 
investigation in Decem-
ber found that there were 
only 88 successful gun 
buybacks throughout all 
of 2015.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Sen. Joseph Addabbo holds a press 
conference thanking the MTA for 
repairing a rusted I-beam support-
ing the abandoned LIRR tracks.

Members of the 105th Precinct and elected officials celebrate the successful buyback of 89 
weapons during a Gun Buyback event held in Laurelton. 105 Pct. Twitter

MTA fi xes stanchion 
along old Rock line

NYPD buys back guns
105 Pct. cops gather 89 weapons at Laurelton event
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

Queens Symphony Orchestra pays tribute to founder

BY BILL PARRY
 
The legacy of one of the 

borough’s foremost cultur-
al figures was celebrated 
Sunday with a special trib-
ute performance by the 
Queens Symphony Orches-
tra. Maestro David Katz, 
who founded the QSO in 
1953, was remembered be-
fore a sold-out crowd at the 
LeFrak Concert Hall, part 
of the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts at Queens Col-
lege.

“This is a world-class 
arts organization and I 
hope somewhere David 
Katz is taking a bow for 
what he accomplished 
here,”  said Edmond Coller, 
a member of the QSO board 
of directors. “Creating this 
orchestra in 1953 as ama-
teurs and nurturing it into 
a professional outfit was a 
most extraordinary gift to 

Queens. I watched him do it 
with his talent and with his 
standards and with his en-

thusiasm and we are com-
mitted to expanding his vi-
sion and his legacy.”

Katz’s daughter Melinda, 
the current borough presi-
dent, figured prominently 

at the start of the program, 
which included a world pre-
miere by two-time Pulitzer 
Prize nominated composer 
Avrohom Leichtling and a 
performance of Mozart’s 
“Sinfonia Concertante” by 
Alexander Mishnaevski 
and Mark Peskanov.

Arias from Mozart, 
Rossini and Verdi, includ-
ing selections from “Rigo-
letto,” were presented as 
well as a performance by 
former celebrity cantor Avi 
Albrecht. But first, Melin-
da Katz remembered her fa-
ther, who died of cancer at 
62 at his Forest Hills home 
in 1987, and her mother 
Jeanne, who served as the 
orchestra’s executive direc-
tor until she died in 1969.

“I am excited at the great 
lengths this orchestra has 
gone and I thank you all 
for being here,” Katz said. 
“Queens is popping, mov-

ing and shaking and people 
want to live here, people 
want to make money here. 
My parents believed that for 
the borough to thrive you 
wouldn’t have to go over a 
bridge or through a tunnel 
to be exposed to the arts, to 
access a world-class orches-
tra, the finest concerts and 
classical education.”

Under the direction of 
guest Maestro Elli Jaffe, 
the music director of the 
Jerusalem Symphony Or-
chestra and the honorary 
foreign conductor of the 
Prague Symphony Orches-
tra, the QSO performed 
two songs with the borough 
president singing, includ-
ing “On my Own” from Les 
Miserables. 

“There is a reason I 
asked to go first,” Katz told 
the crowd. “You don’t ever 
want to follow great art-
ists.”

Borough President Melinda Katz performs as part of a Queens Symphony Orchestra concert honoring 
her late father, David, who founded the musical group in 1953. Photo by Bill Parry

Borough President Melinda Katz performs at opening of concert honoring her late father David
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Munez-Sarduy of District 
28 said only 275 students 
out of 15,000 had opted-out 
of the 2016 English exams. 
District 28 includes parts of 
the neighborhoods of Rego 
Park, Kew Gardens and Ja-
maica. Anecdotal evidence 
from other areas in Queens 
supports the assertion that 
the opt-out rate was low in 
comparison to some other 
areas of the state.

Supporters of the state 
tests, including pro-Com-
mon Core advocacy orga-
nization High Achievement 
New York, said the steady 
rates of opt-outers indicat-
ed that the movement was 
unlikely to grow beyond 
the current percentages.

“The vast majority of 
New Yorkers have their 
children say yes to these 
necessary tests,” the lead-
ers of the organization said 
in a statement. “Our goal is 
for the minority of subur-
ban areas currently opting 
out to join them.” 

The organization’s pre-
liminary findings indicated 
that only Long Island saw a 
sizable boost in opt-outers. 
According to High Achieve-
ment, Long Island students 
opted out at a rate of more 
than 50 percent, with both 
the English Language Arts 
and math tests seeing an 
increase.

Gross said the numbers 
for this year would still eas-
ily exceed the threshold of 

5 percent of students opt-
ing out. Federal legislation 
demands that 95 percent 
of students in a district 
must take state exams to 
ensure accountability for 
the district, and in theory, 
districts that do not reach 
that goal may be penalized 
by the withholding of fed-
eral funds, though this did 
not occur in New York last 
year. 

Gross said he believed 
the steady numbers indi-
cated a floor that the num-
bers were unlikely to fall 
below until parents’ issues 

were addressed and he re-
iterated that the challenge 
for opt-out supporters was 
to make the initial inroads 
with communities through-
out the state. 

“The hardest part is get-
ting your foot in the door,” 
he said. “Once we start 
talking about what the op-
tions are, opt-out tends to 
spread like wildfire.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

shelter, clearly showing 
an inability to handle the 
200 residents,” Nolan said.  
“The neighborhood was 
negatively impacted since 
the shelter opened in Oc-
tober 2015. Although the 
situation has improved, I 
remain deeply concerned 
for the welfare of the resi-
dents and with the opera-
tors ability to properly as-
sist them.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Verve

Continued from Page 1 

Opt Out

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

The city has proposed a long-term contract for the Verve Hotel in 
Dutch Kills to remain a homeless shelter for women. 

Students hold up signs calling for parents to let their students opt 
out of state tests at the William Street School in Lancaster. The stu-
dents protested during a visit to the school by New York Education 
Commissioner MaryEllen Elia.  Photo by Carolyn Thompson/AP
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Held at the Flushing 
Meetinghouse at 137-16 
Northern Blvd. April 15, 
the SOUP community din-
ner was based on a grass-
roots model created in 
Detroit after the city went 
bankrupt in 2013. 

SOUP events have been 
taking place throughout 
the country to help neigh-
borhoods fund new ideas 
to benefit their communi-
ties. 

“The people in Detroit 
started to organize and 
develop these soups where 
people would share a meal 
and groups would come in 
and present their propos-
als for helping the com-
munity and whoever got 
the most votes would get 
the money that was raised 
that night,” John Choe, the 
chamber’s executive direc-
tor, said. 

Choe said the program 
was successful in Flush-
ing.

“We were able to do a 
soup and raise more than 
$800 for our local commu-

nity service initiative,” he 
said. 

For a $5 donation, at-
tendees received a ballot 
and shared a potluck com-
munity meal, with contri-
butions from Dosa Hut, 
Phil & Sons Pizzeria and 
Restaurant, New Asian 
Food, Queens Natural 
Meats, Starbucks, Leaf 
Bar & Lounge and Green 
Earth Urban Gardens. 

Four community 
groups pitched their plans 

to improve Flushing. At-
tendees then voted for their 
favorite initiative and the 
project with the most votes 
won all the money raised. 

The winning project 
was the Earth Citizens 
Club of Flushing’s Adopt-A-
Block project, a seven-day 
pilot on Roosevelt Avenue 
between Union and Main 
streets that would include 
cleaning streets and side-
walks and create positive 
signage sponsored by resi-

dents and businesses. The 
project was awarded $832.

Of that total, $382 was 
raised at the dinner and a 
combined $450 came from 
sponsors Green Earth 
Urban Gardens, Susten 
Corp. and Alice Lee. The 
project will be coming to 
downtown Flushing next 
month.

The Korean Americans 
for Political Advance-
ment’s project, Commu-
nity Organizing Language 
Forums, would teach civi-
cally engaged Korean and 
Mandarin speakers how 
to communicate policy is-
sues to neighbors in these 
languages. 

Another project, Bee 
Aware Mural Initiative, by 
the RFK Community High 
School’s Ganeinu Early 
Learning Center, is a mu-
ral located at the center 
painted by RFK students 
highlighting the diminish-
ing bee population. The fi-
nal project was Guardians 
of Flushing Bay’s kickoff 
event, Community Gather-
ing to Clean Flushing Bay!

Sandy.
“While I am frustrated 

and disappointed that the 
repairs will not be finished 
by then as originally prom-
ised, I intend to work close-
ly with the Department 
of Parks and Recreation, 
appropriate city agencies 
and related companies to 
ensure that the remaining 
work to complete this and 
other sections of the inevi-
table boardwalk opening 
will be done in a timely, 
professional and careful 
manner,” Addabbo said. 

The postponement 
comes following new safety 
procedures put in place af-
ter the crane collapse that 
took place in Lower Man-
hattan in February, killing 
one person. The regulations 
dictate that cranes must 
operate in a “safe mode” 
whenever winds reach a 
speed of 20 mph, in order to 
protect workers and pedes-
trians.   

According to the city, 80 
percent of the boardwalk 
will be open to the public by 

Memorial Day, and 100 per-
cent will be open by July. 

Other criticism for the 
delay comes from City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park).

“Everyone knows the 
reconstruction of the 
boardwalk has been a boon-
doggle since day one... This 
administration has failed 
to deliver on its promise to 
help Hurricane Sandy vic-
tims time and time again,” 
Urlich said.

The boardwalk from 
Beach 86th Street to 107th 
Street was supposed to be 
finished ahead of schedule 
in February, and the eco-
nomic effects from the de-
lay for the businesses along 
the unfinished section 
will be sorely felt. Accord-
ing to the city Department 
of Parks and Recreation, 
4.2 million people visited 
Rockaway beaches in 2014. 
The revenue to be gener-
ated from foot traffic on the 
Rockaway Boardwalk dur-
ing Memorial Day weekend, 
which  means that estab-
lishments without access to 
reconstructed portions of 
walkway could be missing 
out on profits. 

Continued from Page 1 

Boardwalk
Continued from Page 1

Flushing

Community groups pitched their plans to improve 
Flushing at the crowdfunded community dinner. 

Photo courtesy John Choe
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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