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BY BILL PARRY

Frustrated residents and com-
munity leaders in Sunnyside and 
Woodside joined City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-

side) Tuesday as he called on the 
MTA to “stay true to its promise” 
to provide noise barriers along 
the Long Island Rail Road tracks 
as part of the massive East Side 
Access project. They say the MTA 

promised Community Board 2 in 
2007 it  would build a barrier simi-
lar to those alongside the Long 
Island Expressway and other 
highways.

The agency later reneged on 

that promise, saying it would 
look into a permeable plant-based 
sound barrier instead. Last fall 
the MTA told CB 2 that a plant 
barrier was not feasible and in-
stead suggested bike racks and 
CityBenches as noise dampen-
ing measures, according to Van 
Bramer.

Yet again, the MTA has failed 
to keep its promises,” he said. 
“Given the engineering chal-
lenges the MTA has faced in the 
East Side Access project, it’s dif-
ficult to believe they can’t build a 
simple noise barrier. This is just 
another example of mismanage-
ment and poor communication 
by the MTA. The agency needs to 
step up to the plate and make good 
on its word by building the sound 
barrier now.”

Van Bramer called the noise 
from constant construction and 
the thundering sound of the 
trains “intolerable,” plaguing res-
idents for more than a decade as 
the MTA works to bring the LIRR 
to Grand Central Terminal. The 
$10.8 billion project has faced cost 
overruns and delays and it will 
not be completed until 2022.
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In the Punjabi region of India, the Vaisakhi holiday is the equivalent of Thanksgiving here. To celebrate the Sikh 
community in New York gathers for a 5K race in Forest Park in Woodhaven. More than 700 people ran this year.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

RUN IN THE PARK

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Dogs, cats and other animals 
of all shapes, sizes and stripes 
will soon have a new city shelter 
in Queens—the first of its kind in 
the borough.

In the release of his new  fiscal 
year 2017 budget Tuesday, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced that 
more than $10 million in capital 
funding would be allocated for 
two new animal shelters—one 
in Queens and one in the Bronx. 
The funding marked the largest 
investment in the animal-shelter 
system since the city government 
first took over operations of the 
shelters more than 20 years ago, 
according to the mayor’s office.

The city contracts with Ani-
mal Care Centers of NYC to run 
the shelters. ACC operates three 
full-service animal shelters in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn and Staten 
Island, and has two animal ad-
mission centers in Queens and 
the Bronx. 

With a new Queens shelter, 
animals could be medically treat-

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 277,500 private homeowners in Queens 
will receive a $183 tax credit this summer as May-
or Bill de Blasio decided to no longer request a 
rental payment from the city Water Board, saving 
$244 million next year and $268 million in fiscal 

Queens homeowners get 
credit for high water bills

RANDY JAMES

Mayor proposes 
borough’s fi rst 
animal shelter Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer tells MTA: You promised us sound barriers

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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 Beloved Franny Lew coach dies
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Longtime Francis Lewis 
boys’ basketball and base-
ball coach Randy James 
died of leukemia April 25 
in Charlotte, N.C., accord-
ing to his former players. 
He was 68.

His death came as a 
shock and out of the blue 
to those who knew him 
back in New York. Former 
players such as Howard 
Ringer, who was on James’ 
first basketball team, said 
they wished they had had a 
chance to be by his side and 

say goodbye. James was 
under hospice care when 
he died. 

“We never got a chance 
to say bye to him,” Ringer 
said. “It’s a tough loss.”

James coached both 
teams for more than 20 

Continued on Page 8

Raising a racket to quell noise
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O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &

Celebrate 
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Experience the 
culinary expertise  
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116th Pct. coming to SE Queens
Sprawling 105th, which  runs from North Shore Towers to JFK, will now be split in two parts

BY MARK HALLUM
 
When Mayor Bill de Bla-

sio unveiled his executive 
budget this week, it includ-
ed a major victory for Coun-
cilmen Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) and Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens)—$70 million al-
located to fund a new police 
precinct to relieve the over-
burdened 105th Precinct.

The 105th is the fourth 
largest precinct in the city, 
with 188,000 people living 
within its boundaries. It 
stretches from Glen Oaks 
and North Shore Towers 
in the north to Kennedy 
Airport through Queens 
Village and Laurelton. It 
is also known to have the 
slowest 911 response times 
in comparison to its neigh-
boring precincts  in eastern 
Queens.

A 24-hour satellite of the 
105th was established in 

2007 at 242-40 North Con-
duit Ave. to alleviate these 
issues, and it received an 
expansion in March. But 
the need for a fully ser-
viced, stand-alone 116th 
Precinct has nott escaped 
the attention of the Queens 

lawmakers.
“For nearly four de-

cades, residents of Lau-
relton, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens have 
been calling for the 116th 
Precinct and the city has 
finally delivered in 2016,” 

Richards said. “Since I be-
came the Council member 
for District 31 in 2013, the 
creation of a new precinct 
has been one of the loftiest 
goals I have set my sights 
on. This $70 million in-
vestment is a tremendous 

victory for eastern Queens 
communities, as well as the 
dedicated officers of the 
105th Precinct.”

According to Jennifer 
Greer, a spokeswoman for 
Barry Grodenchik, there 
is no location for the new 
precinct yet. A statement 
from the mayor indicates 
that Laurelton, Rosedale, 
Brookville and Springfield 
Gardens will be the geo-
graphic focus of the 116th.

“We will work with the 
community and the NYPD 
to find the ideal location for 
the new precinct as soon as 
possible,” de Blasio said.

“The creation of the new 
116th Precinct is a water-
shed moment,” Grodenchik 
said. “This new precinct is 
the culmination of 40 years 
of community and political 
activism. I also congratu-
late my colleague Donovan 
Richards, who fought for 
this new precinct from his 

first day in office. Working 
together, Council member 
Richards and I have se-
cured an enormous victory 
for our constituents.” 

 $1.5 million will be 
allocated to improve in-
frastructure throughout 
Queens as per a statement 
issued by Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz.

“The mayor’s invest-
ment toward the creation 
of a new 116th Precinct is 
especially welcome news,” 
Katz said. “The size of the 
existing 105th Precinct, 
which covers nearly 13 
square miles and has its 
stationhouse on the north-
ern end of the vertically 
long territory, has posed 
significant geographical 
challenges that make it dif-
ficult to fully serve neigh-
borhoods in the southern 
half of its jurisdiction.”

Borough’s primary voters refl ect area’s demographics
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

 
The preferences of Queens vot-

ers mirrored city and statewide 
trends in the April 19 New York 
presidential primaries, with Hil-
lary Clinton and Donald Trump 
claiming dominant victories 
throughout most of the borough.

Donald Trump handily bested 
his Republican rivals, according 
to an analysis from the Center 
for Urban Research at the CUNY 
Graduate Center that was based 
on unofficial city Board of Elec-
tion returns from the night of the 
election. Trump won overwhelm-
ingly in Middle Village, Howard 
Beach and throughout much of 
northeastern Queens.

Michael Krasner, a professor 
of political science at Queens Col-
lege and the co-director of the Taft 
Institute for Government, said 
the Republican results were ex-
pected in the context of Trump’s 
appeal with white working-class 
Republicans who desire a “strong 
leader” and who view illegal im-

migration and shifting social 
changes with trepidation.

“They want someone who is 
going to cut through red tape and 
procedure and just get things 
done,” he said. “And that’s what 
Trump promises to do.”

Krasner also speculated that 
Queens native Trump enjoyed a 

hometown advantage from being 
so closely associated with the city, 
and said U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-
Texas)likely damaged his chanc-
es in New York when he criticized 
“New York values” during a Jan. 
14 presidential debate.

Krasner said the Democratic 
contest also reflected national 

trends. U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, an Independent running as 
a Democrat, won in areas like 
Ridgewood, Astoria and Middle 
Village, which have large con-
centrations of white, younger 
working-class voters. Clinton pre-
vailed in northeastern Queens 
neighborhoods with sizable per-
centages of older voters, as well 
as in areas like Jamaica, St. Al-
bans and Queens Village that had 
higher rates of African-American 
voters.

“Clinton has had from the be-
ginning a substantial advantage 
in African-American communi-
ties,” Krasner said, and noted that 
her prominence on the national 
stage worked to her advantage 
with older voters. “She’s a more 
familiar candidate than Bernie. 
It’s been hard for him to make a 
dent with people who have a long 
acquaintance with Clinton.” 

Krasner said while New York 
state’s closed primary system 
likely hurt Sanders’ chances be-
cause independents were unable 

to vote for him, he had still ex-
pected Sanders to capture liberal 
enclaves throughout the city that 
eventually went to Clinton, includ-
ing the West Village and the Upper 
West Side in Manhattan. He specu-
lated that Sanders’ stances on gun 
control may have hurt him with 
city liberals.

Registered Democrats in 
Queens vastly outnumber other 
parties, according to state Board 
of Elections data. According to 
the BOE, Queens had 722,740 reg-
istered Democrats as of April 1, 
as opposed to 123,479 registered 
Republicans and 27,796 registered 
Independents. 

In 2016, 28,549 votes were cast 
in the Republican presidential 
primary in Queens, according 
to unofficial vote tallies from 
the BOE. In the 2012 Republican 
presidential primary, only 7,217 
votes were cast, according to 
certified BOE data.  President 
Barack Obama ran unopposed on 
the Democratic line in 2012.

The 105th Precinct, one of the largest geographically in the city, will be split into two parts.  

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, the respective frontrunners of the Democratic 
and Republican presidential races, won decisive victories in Queens during the 
New York presidential primaries.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Flushing family wants 
a community garden 

BY MADINA TOURE

A Flushing family pas-
sionate about gardening 
and healthy eating is hop-
ing to turn an unused city-
owned lot into a community 
garden.

Alishia West, 31, an 
administrative assistant 
for LSL Construction; her 
husband, Zach Turk, 32, 
a horticultural therapist; 
and their daughter, Alyssa 
West, 12, who live on 164th 
Street between the Long 
Island Expressway and 
the Grand Central Park-
way, shared their proposal 
at Community Board 7’s 
monthly board meeting 
earlier this month. 

The community garden 
would be in a lot owned 
by the city Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
Services on 63rd Road off 
136th Street in Flushing. 

“The soil is good for 
growing,” West said. “It’s 
flat, it’s a kind of quiet area. 
It’s on a dead-end street. No-
body even knows it’s there. 
It’s prime real estate for 
this thing.” 

West is in contact with 
Administrative Services 
and the city Parks Depart-
ment’s GreenThumb, which 
provides programming and 
support to more than 600 

community gardens in New 
York City. 

“We look forward to 
working through this 
process over the com-
ing months to determine 
whether the site is suitable 
for community gardening,” 
a Parks spokeswoman said.

Some ideas being consid-
ered for the garden include 
a solar-powered rainwater 
harvesting system and a 
bicycle-powered compost 
trommel to appeal to kids. 

West said the idea to 
start the garden came from 
her husband’s stories about 
his days working on Rik-
ers Island and the positive 
effect of the garden on in-
mates there as well as her 
desire to get her daughter to 
eat healthy, organic food. 

“I’ve done some vol-
unteering in the past but 
nothing really specifically 
related to gardening,” she 
said. “I support my family. 
I try to get my neighbors to 
eat as clean and healthy as 
they can.”

West said they are cur-
rently setting up a meeting 
with CB 7’s Parks Commit-
tee to discuss the proposal. 

Nearly 40 people in the 
family’s community have 
signed a petition in favor of 
the garden.

The Queens School of In-

quiry, at 158-40 76th Road, 
which West’s daughter at-
tends, sent a letter of sup-
port to GreenThumb for the 
project, and along with the 
Hydroponic Garden Cen-
ter at 146-47 Horace Hard-
ing Expressway, agreed to 
sponsor the garden.

West is also in contact 
with another horticultural 
therapist who wants to of-
fer workshop classes at the 
garden.

Paula Segal, founder of 
596 Acres, which catalogs 
vacant lots that could be 
turned into community re-
sources, donated the signs 
for the lot. 

“We kind of oversee it 
for now until we get more 
people solidly signed on, 
but the idea is to have a 
community involvement, a 
large community involve-
ment,” she said.

People became interest-
ed in getting involved with 
the garden when they real-
ized they could contribute 
in a variety of ways.

“When I break it down 
to people like that, people 
get excited,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Alishia West (r) and her husband Zack Turck hold  up signs for the proposed community garden. 
Photo courtesy of Alishia West

YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

East Elmhurst bus stop sign moved by store
BY BILL PARRY

An elected official is 
crying foul on her neighbor-
hood supermarket after an 
MTA bus stop was moved to 
allow customers to park in 
a vacant lot. 

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhust) was 
outraged to discover that 
workers from the Trade 
Fair at 99-10 Astoria Blvd. 
broke into the ground and 
dug up the Q19 and Q49 bus 
stop sign at 100th Street, 
moving it six feet away and 
creating their own curb cut 
without permission from 
the Department of Trans-
portation or the Depart-
ment of Buildings.

“This is not only bla-
tant disregard for the city’s 
planning and transporta-
tion system, but it is illegal 
and dangerous,” Ferreras-
Copeland said. “We cannot 
have cars stopping and pil-

ing up to turn in the middle 
of a street like Astoria Bou-
levard, particularly where 
a bus stop and the Elmcor 
Senior Center are located. 
This is beyond unaccept-
able, and I will see that it is 
immediately corrected and 
all the proper fines are is-
sued.”

A spokesman for the 
Trade Fair chain refused to 
comment. 

The Department of 
Buildings said the owner 
did not apply for a curb cut 
at the property and the De-
partment of Transportation 
sent work crews to restore 
its bus stop.

“DOT has inspected the 
removal, and unauthorized 
alignment, of the bus stop 
at this location,” an agency 
spokesman said. “We are 
relocating the bus stop to 
its original location as well 
as issuing violations for de-
facements.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 

(D-East Elmhurst), who has 
held public office for more 
than 13 years, has never 
seen a stunt like this one.

“It is unreal, to say the 
least, that a business de-
cided unilaterally to move 
a bus sign for its own ad-
vantage,” he said. “This 
is public property, and for 
a supermarket to act like 
this goes beyond any logi-
cal reasoning. I am glad the 
community came together 
and brought this to the at-
tention of the proper City 
agencies.”

Meanwhile, Ferreras-
Copeland wants her con-
stituents to be watchful.

“If you see danger-
ous traffic conditions in 
our district, let my office 
know,” she said. “It is my 
job to inform the Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
work with them to keep our 
streets safe.”

The Department of Transportation replaces an East Elmhurst bus stop sign that was moved by work-
ers from the Trade Fair supermarket on Astoria Boulevard. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Transportation will install 
a pedestrian island at the in-
tersection of 138th Street and 
31st Road in Mitchell-Linden 
at the request of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Avella had previously 
blasted the DOT for denying 
a request for an all-way stop 
at the intersection. 

He held a news conference  
Sept. 25,  with Arlene Fleish-
man, president of the Mitch-
ell-Linden Civic Association 
and members of the North 
Flushing Senior Center to 
highlight the need for more 
traffic safety. 

During the news confer-
ence, cars would frequently 
speed past the intersection as 
children held hands to cross 
the long crosswalk to travel 
to and from the nearby PS 
214, according to Avella. 

“It was absolutely vital for 
DOT to address the safety is-
sues at 138th Street and 31st 
Road where cars frequently 
travel at dangerous speeds,” he 
said. “I’m glad that they have 

finally listened to the com-
munity’s concerns and have 
chosen to construct a concrete 
pedestrian triangle along the 
very long crosswalk.” 

This week, the DOT re-
leased its study of the inter-
section.

The report, presented by 
Pedestrian Projects Group 
Jan. 21 to Community Board 
7’s Transportation Commit-
tee, defined its project area as 
the residential area with PS 
214, PS 242 and playground 
as well as access to Q34, Q43, 
QM20 and QM2 buses. 

Between 2010 and 2014, 
the intersection has had four 
pedestrian injuries, one bi-
cyclist injury classified as 
severe and two motor vehicle 
occupant injuries, according 
to data presented by the DOT. 
There were no fatalities at 
the intersection.

Current conditions at 
the intersection include un-
marked crosswalks, long 
crossing distances, one un-
controlled marked school 
crosswalk and wide travel 
lanes encouraging speeding, 
according to the report.  

The city Department of Transportation will be putting a pedestrian 
triangle at the intersection of 138th Street and 31st Road to appease 
community concerns about traffic safety. Google Earth

Pedestrian island set 
for Flushing corner 

City revokes work permit
Owners of former Judge Garaufi s’ home to answer for violation

BY MARK HALLUM

The Bayside home 
that formerly belonged 
to federal Judge Nicho-
las Garaufis has been 
nearly demolished in vi-
olation of the work per-
mits issued by the city 
Department of Build-
ings. 

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said last 
week the DOB had given 
the owners a “notice to 
revoke” on the ALT-1 
work permit, which al-
lows for no less than 50 
percent of the structure 
being retained. 

The property was 
purchased by Jia Hua 
Realty, a limited liabili-
ty company based in Bay-
side that was formed in 
March 2014, according to 
city records.  The owner  
identified herself as Lisa 
and said she had lived 
in New Jersey with her 
parents, husband and one 
child when she spoke to 
a TimesLedger staff two 
weeks ago.

According to the DOB 
website, the property was 
inspected April 15 with 
no violations found, but 
this was before Vallone 
said the work permit had 
been revoked.

The structure that 
once stood at three stories 
is now reduced to ground 
level.

The work on the his-
toric property caught the 
attention of Bonnie Skala 

Kiladitis, daughter of  
late activist Frank Skala, 
when she complained to  
Vallone, who sent a for-
mal letter to the city De-
partment of Buildings for 
the breach of its permit.

After hearing from 
Vallone, the DOB issued a 
notice to revoke the build-
ing permit, pending the 
owner’s answer to the ob-
jections. 

“Our community will 
not stand idly on the side-
lines when homeowners 
and developers come into 
our neighborhoods and 
deceitfully try to circum-
vent building codes. This 
type of blatant disregard 
of building permit re-
quirements and deliber-
ate over-development 
will never be accepted in 

our community,” Vallone 
told the TimesLedger. “I 
want to thank the DOB 
for working hand-in-hand 
with our office to immedi-
ately address this issue.”

The large, stately 
house located on 218-15 
40th Ave. is believed to 
have been built circa 1890 
and was the one of the 
personal residences of the 
Lawrence family, influen-
tial members of the early 
Bayside community. A 
study conducted by his-
toric preservation consul-
tant Paul Graziano found 
the Lawrence Estate is 
eligible for the National 
and State Register of His-
toric Places, a recognition 
that carries no protection 
from demolition or altera-
tion. 

The building plans for 
the renovation show that 
only the front of the house 
was to be build upon. But 
neighbors watched in 
despair as the roof was 
peeled away and the in-
side gutted, according to 
Kiladitis, who grew up 
in the Skala house across 
the street. 

Vallone is pushing for 
the Department of Build-
ings to levy the maximum 
fines and penalties in or-
der to set an example to 
homeowners, contractors 
and architects. Accord-
ing to a spokesman for 
Vallone, a quick response 
from the DOB is critical 
to ensure that houses 
are not torn down and re-
built before action can be 
taken. 

What little remains of the historic Garaufis house peeks above the construction fence. 
Photo by Michael Shain
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Markey pushes passage of Child Victims rights
BY BILL PARRY

In her push to eliminate 
the statute of limitations 
for child sex abuse crimes, 
state Assemblywoman Mar-
garet Markey (D-Maspeth) 
and supporters of the Child 
Victims Act will lobby the 
Legislature in Albany for 
passage of the reform bill. 
The CVA has been adopted 
in the Assembly four times 
in various forms since 2006, 
but has never made it to the 
floor of the Senate.

“New York is among the 
very worst states in Ameri-
ca for how it treats victims 
of childhood sexual abuse,” 
Markey said. “We rank 
right at the very bottom 
among the 50 states along 
with Alabama and Mis-
sissippi. This is the year 
to change that deplorable 
situation. Now the CVA has 
more than 60 co-sponsors 
in the Assembly and visi-
tors are coming to tell leg-

islators in both houses they 
want to see the law changed 
this year.”

The two-day lobby ef-
fort will include a round-
table forum Tuesday, May 
3, which will be moderated 

by Benjamin Cardozo Law 
Professor Marci Hamilton, 
a national advocate for stat-
ute-of-limitations reform. 
Participants will include 
Olympic speedskater Bridie 
Farrell, who has accused 

speedskater Andy Gabel of 
molesting her in 1997, when 
she was just 15. Farrell was 
unable to pursue criminal 
prosecution or a civil law-
suit against Gabel because 
New York’s statute of limi-
tations bars victims from 
proceeding with cases after 
their 23rd birthday. 

Abuse victims are often 
very slow to come to grips 
with what happened to 
them, some not until mid-
dle age or even later in life, 
according to Markey.

Documentary filmmak-
er Chris Gavagan, whose 
film “Coached into Silence” 
explores sex abuse at all lev-
els of youth sports while de-
tailing his own experience 
at the hands of a hockey 
coach, will take part in the 

roundtable. Advocate Peter 
Brooks of the Horace Mann 
Action Coalition; attorney 
Kevin Mulhearn, who has 
represented survivors from 
Poly Prep and Yeshiva Uni-

versity High School; and 
survivor Ronald Savage, 
author of a recent personal 
memoir accusing a hip hop 
legend of abuse, will also 
take part.

A second roundtable, 
hosted by Markey and 
state Sen. Brad Hoylman 
(D-Manhattan), sponsor of 
the CVA in the Senate, will 
be held the following day.  
It will focus on chronic 
violations in the Catholic 
Church as reflected in the 
Academy Award-winning 
film “Spotlight,” which 
tells the story of the Boston 
Globe’s investigation into 
sexual abuse by priests. 
The program will include 
Oscar-winning screenwrit-
er Josh Singer and survi-
vor Phillip Saviano, a key 
figure in unmasking the 
Boston scandal, and actor 
Neal Huff, who portrays Sa-
viano in the film.

The second roundtable 
will be followed by a screen-

ing of the film itself for sur-
vivors and legislators at a 
restaurant inside the Capi-
tol complex. Markey’s re-
quest to present the film in 
a legislative hearing room 
was denied by Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie (D-
Bronx).

“Our current statute 
of limitations protects the 
wrong people,” Markey 
said. “It gives a free pass 
to predators and those who 
hide them, but most often 
denies justice to their vic-
tims. It victimizes both 
victims and all of society. 
Reforming these statutes 
will help expose predators 
who remain hidden and 
continue to abuse new gen-
erations of children.”

Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said 
last week his office has 
long been supportive of ex-
tending the criminal stat-
ute of limitations for young 
victims of sexual abuse.

MARGARET MARKEY

SATURDAY MAY 7 | 1:00 PM 
Celebrating Cinco de Mayo with the lively music of 
the Mariachi Band followed by a Piñata Workshop and 
refreshments |  ADMISSION FREE

SATURDAY MAY 14 | 7:00 PM 
Harp and Tango Candlelight Cafe Night
with Ellen Urevich-Adams and Downey Zhu
Admission: $25 pre event  | $30 day of the event
Ticket price includes snacks, desserts and beverages

Music Program
AT POPPENHUSEN INSTITUTE | 114-04 14TH RD.

Funded in part by the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.
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years. He took over the 
Lewis basketball program 
in 1980 after it changed 
coaches each of the previ-
ous two seasons, accord-
ing to Ringer. His impact 
was immediate and lasting. 
He stayed on the bench for 
23 years before retiring 
in 2004. James won the 
school’s only boys’ bas-
ketball city title in 1995, a 
Class B crown, in a game 
played at Madison Square 
Garden. 

“Just a great dude,” 
Ringer said. “You don’t get 
many good coaches in your 
lifetime. It was a blessing to 
have him.”

James, a graduate of 
East New York HS and 
Brooklyn College, also led 
the Patriots baseball team 
for 20 seasons before step-
ping down in 2007 to move 
to North Carolina and 
spend time with his family.   

“To do it for that long 
and that many straight 
months showed the dedica-
tion that he had, because he 
starts in October and goes 
to June,” Francis Lewis 
Athletic Director Arnie 
Rosenbaum said. “For all 
those years he gave up a lot 
to do that, but that was just 
him. He just loved to do it.”

He was a father figure to 
many of his players, whom 
he treated like his own 
kids. James has two daugh-
ters but hundreds for sons. 
He made an immediate im-
pact in his first basketball 
season, both in wins and 
the players’ individual per-
formance, Ringer said. He 
gave them the freedom to 
bring out the best in their 
games. 

“He allowed us to be the 
players we were meant to 
be,” Ringer said. “He didn’t 
try to handcuff our game. 
He really allowed us to 
play.”

Fred Burton, a first 
team all-city selection as a 
senior who went on to play 

at Alabama and LIU, re-
members jumping from six 
points per game as a fresh-
man to 27 as a sophomore 
under James. 

“He’s one of the best 
coaches I’ve even had,” 
Burton said. 

He was more than just a 
coach at Lewis. James was 
also an English teacher, 
an assistant principal and 
dean in the school and 
part of its inaugural coach-
ing Hall of Fame class last 
June. He was academic ad-
viser at the famed ABCD 
basketball camps. 

“He enjoyed it,” Burton 
said. “He really got plea-
sure out of it, helping kids 
out. He was really strong 
on academics and all that 
stuff, too. He wasn’t all 
about sports.”

Memorial services will 
be held May 6 at 11 a.m. at 
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
in Charlotte. A memorial in 
New York is being planned 
for a later date, according to 
James’ Facebook account. 

year 2018. He announced 
Monday that the fees New 
Yorkers pay will be dedi-
cated solely to the opera-
tion, maintenance and ex-
pansion of the water and 
sewer system.

“For decades the city 
has been using the water 
bill as a cash cow for the 
general treasury,” de Blasio 
said. “That’s not right. The 
water bill should be for one 
thing and one thing only -- 
the cost of water. Our water 
is safe and pure but it costs 
to keep it that way. This 
credit will provide some re-
lief as we work to keep wa-
ter and sewer bills as low as 
possible.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) has 
aggressively advocated for 
the city to stop the water 
rate rental payment, said. 
“For years the city has 
stolen homeowners’ water 
taxes to pad the general 
fund through the guise of 
excessive ‘rental payments’ 
demanded of the Water 
Board for using the water 
and sewer infrastructure 
that keeps New York run-
ning, and today’s decision 

to abandon this swindle is 
good news.”

The mayor proposed 
the one-time credit be ap-
plied to all of the more than 
664,000 one- to three-family 
homes across the city. It 
was written into his $82.2 
billion Executive Budget 
for Fiscal Year 2017 pre-
sented Tuesday that has 
many items that will please 
Queens residents.

The budget includes $21 
million in capital funding 
for smaller, specialized 
snow removal equipment 
for the Department of Sani-
tation in response to Win-
ter Storm Jonas that para-
lyzed the borough with 
over 30 inches of snow in 
late January. More than 70 
snow plows became stuck 
on narrow streets.

“This new funding will 
make our streets safer for 
pedestrians and vehicles 
by purchasing smaller 
equipment that will help 
DSNY deftly navigate 
snowy streets and clear 
crosswalks and bus stops,” 
de Blasio said.

The Executive Budget 
includes an investment of 
almost $2 billion in New 
York Health + Hospitals to 
address a growing finan-
cial shortfall in the largest 
municipal health system 

in the nation The city will 
also make a $100 million 
investment in critical, new 
infrastructure shifting 
from inpatient care to am-
bulatory care and outpa-
tient services. 

“This multibillion-
dollar investment will 
stabilize and improve our 
city’s public healthcare 
system,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. Elmhurst 
Hospital, a public hospital 
in my district, serves thou-
sands of uninsured and un-
documented New Yorkers 
each month. These dollars 
will help ensure that facili-
ties like Elmhurst Hospital 
are adequately staffed and 
have the resources they 
need to care for all New 
Yorkers regardless of im-
migration status or income 
level.”

The mayor plans to tri-
ple the number of intensive-
care mental health units 
on Rikers Island with $8.7 
million in FY 2017, a $5 mil-
lion investment will add an 
additional 50 more ambu-
lance tours in Queens and 
the Bronx where response 
times are slowest. Queens 
and the Bronx will also di-
vide $10 million in capital 
funding for two new full-
service animal shelters.

Continued from Page 1 
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Come to O’Neill’s Maspeth
Open a NYRA Account

Use MoneyGram to deposit right into your account
Enjoy the action with all of the Top Tracks shown on our TVs

Make your Kentucky Derby reservations
Free valet parking

O’NEILL’S 
Maspeth
welcomes
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The MTA said bike 
racks and benches were not 
intended as noise reduction 
measures but amenities of-
fered to the community in 
lieu of barriers or fencing.

“We want to be good 
neighbors and provide 
maximum benefits to the 
community within the en-
velope of what is feasible 
from a technical perspec-
tive,” MTA spokesman 
Aaron Donovan said. “The 
construction of a barrier 
or vegetation on chain link 
fencing would not be effec-
tive in reducing noise in the 
area, would be potentially 
dangerous to yard workers, 
trains, and their passen-
gers and would create other 
adverse impacts, including 
graffiti, shadows and pub-
lic safety concerns.”

Donovan said the agen-
cy presented the findings 
of an Environment Impact 
Statement to a CB 2 in 
May 2008 and he produced 
minutes posted on CB 2’s 
website of an additional 
meeting in October 2008 in 

which then-Chairman Joe 
Conley “stated residents of 
the area do not want sound 
walls. There have been 
many meetings discussing 
this item. There were con-
cerns of graffiti.” 

Conley could not be 
reached for comment.

Current CB 2 Chairman 
Patrick O’Brien said, “This 
is a very serious quality of 
life issue for our residents, 
and we will not be denied 
on the dismissive basis 
that has characterized the 
MTA’s response to assur-
ances given to us years 
ago.”

Meanwhile, residents 
must cope with the inces-
sant noise that shakes the 
foundations of their 60- to 
90-year-old homes. 

“I live about 200 feet di-
rectly behind the tracks 
and I can’t keep my win-
dows open at night, haven’t 
been able to do so for the 
past couple of years,” Ste-
phen Cooper said. “The 
MTA knew they weren’t 
going to do this (construct 
noise barriers) a while ago. 
They said if they did it for 
us they’d have to build it all 
the way out to Montauk.”

Continued from Page 1 

Barriers
ed at the site, missing 
animals could be properly 
sheltered and people could 
directly adopt animals 
at the location. Animals 
found in Queens are cur-
rently transported from 
the admission center to 
another borough’s shelter 
for the full range of ser-
vices.

“Our animal shelters 
deliver services to up-
wards of 35,000  animals,” 
Mayor de Blasio said, 
referring to the number 
of animals taken in per 
year. “These two new 
shelters in Queens and in 
the Bronx—boroughs that 
combined see more than 
14,000 cats and dogs—will 
increase the city’s band-
width to ensure that all 
missing, homeless and 
abandoned animals with-
in the city receive the care 
they need.”

The mayor’s office 
said the city took in 9,328 
cats and 5,834 dogs from 
Queens and the Bronx in 

2014. The three shelters op-
erated by the ACC are not 
no-kill shelters, according 
to the website of animal 
advocacy group No Kill 
New York.

The plans for the fund-
ing include $2 million 

in FY 2017 to design the 
shelters followed by an 
additional $8 million in 
the following fiscal year 
to acquire land. Accord-
ing to a spokesman from 
the mayor’s office, a more 
concrete timeline on con-

struction and a proposed 
date for the opening of the 
facilities will be released 
once the city has selected 
and acquired the land.

In recent years, the 
mayor’s office allocated 
$3.5 million in capital 
funds for the Brooklyn 
shelter for renovations and 
$5 million for the Manhat-
tan ACC shelter to help 
transform a garage into a 
new adoption center. The 
heads of ACC and the AS-
PCA both lauded the fund-
ing the mayor’s office had 
allotted for the new shel-
ters.

“This money may fi-
nally bring full-service 
shelters to the Bronx and 
Queens, dramatically im-
proving the chances for 
local animals to get ad-
opted and find safe and 
loving homes,” said Matt 
Bershadker, president and 
chief executive officer of 
the ASPCA.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelters

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced funding for two new animal 
shelters in the Bronx and Queens. The Queens shelter will be 
the first of its kind in the borough.
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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