
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A crowd of NYPD officers clad 
in dress blues gathered at the cor-
ner of 212th Street and 104th Road 

to remember Detective Brian 
Moore, who was shot and killed at 
the intersection one year earlier. 

They were joined Wednesday 
by Commissioner Bill Bratton 

and members of the Moore fam-
ily.

A tent covered some of the 
mourners from the drizzling rain 
as Bratton fondly remembered 

Moore. He said the memorial was 
“fulfilling the promise we always 
make to the families of our fallen 
heroes” to never forget. 

On May 2, 2015, Moore, a 
25-year-old officer with the 105th 
Precinct’s Anti-Crime Unit, was 
patrolling near 212-11 104th Road 
at about 6:15 p.m. with his part-
ner, Officer Erik Jansen. The 
two were in an unmarked police 
car, and approached Demetrius 
Blackwell, who they suspected of 
having a weapon. 

According to police, Blackwell 
pulled a gun from his waistband 
and fired at both Moore and his 
partner.

Moore was struck in the head, 
and was transported to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was kept in 
a medically induced coma after 
surgery. He died two days later. 

Blackwell was taken into cus-
tody approximately 90 minutes af-
ter the shooting, and pleaded not 
guilty to the charge of murder in 
June 2015. 

Bratton told the audience at 
the memorial how Moore had 
come from a family of police of-
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Under gray skies, the inaugural run of the Queens Marathon is off — more than 200 runners going four times around 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Michael Shain 

WEEKEND RUN

BY MADINA TOURE

St. Luke’s Church in Whites-
tone sold a portion of the parish 
property located across from its 
school, St. Luke’s School, to pay 
off its $3 million debt. 

In the April 24 bulletin of the 
church, located at 16-34 Clinton-
ville St., Rev. Monsignor John 
Tosi said that a number of months 
ago, he announced at all the Sun-
day Masses the decision to sell 
property that constitutes a little 
more than half of the parking lot. 

The church declined to com-
ment further on the decision.

The property has been sold for 
the construction of one- and two-
family homes compatible with al-
ready existing homes in the sur-
rounding area. As of Thursday, 
the closing date, the parish will 
no longer be able to use the land. 
The remaining part will continue 
to be used as a parking lot.

The selling price for the prop-
erty will enable the church to pay 
off its debt, complete necessary 
repairs to parish buildings and 

BY MARK HALLUM

Udalls Cove Preservation Committee is offer-
ing a reward for information about the burning of 
an osprey’s nest in the park. 

On Sunday, April 24, a group of three youths 
entered the osprey habitat and set fire to the nest, 

Osprey nest torched 
at Udalls Cove Park

BY BILL PARRY

Members of the bor-
ough’s LGBT community 
are upset that Chick-fil-A 
will open its first restau-
rant in Queens this fall. 
The Atlanta-based chain 
with a history of anti-LGBT 

activism will open a loca-
tion in the food court of 
Queens Center mall at 90-15 
Queens Blvd.

“Chick-fil-A is anti-
LGBT,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “I am deeply 
disturbed that Chick-fil-A 

continues to give 25 percent 
of their charitable contri-
butions to anti-LGBT orga-
nizations, including over $1 
million to the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. This 
group imparts a strong 
anti-LGBT message by forc-

Chick-fil-A is opening a restaruant at the 
Queens Center Mall and is getting push-
back from the borough’s LGBT commu-
nity.

St. Luke’s 
sells land to 
pay its debt

Memorial honors fallen offi cer
NYPD remembers Brian Moore one year after his murder in Queens Village

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Political baggage follows chain
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451
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Halloran appeal bid 
earns court rejection

BY MARK HALLUM

Former Bayside City 
Councilman Dan Halloran, 
serving time for corruption 
charges, lost an appeal to 
have his sentence reduced 
on April 28.   

Halloran was indicted 
in 2013 and found guilty in 
2014 of wire fraud, violating 
the Travel Act and conspir-
acy to commit both offens-
es. He is serving up to ten 
years in prison, according 
to the United States Court 
of Appeals.

During his time as a 
member of the New York 
City Council, Halloran was 
accused of accepting bribes 
in exchange for allowing 
payers access to city funds 
and arranging bribes to 
be paid to the Republican 
Party for a Wilson-Pakula 
authorization of Democrat 
Malcolm Smith to run for 
mayor of New York City as 
a Republican.

The court upheld the 
original sentence, which 
was found to have suffi-
cient evidence to determine 
Halloran was guilty of both 
corruption schemes. 

According to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals, Halloran 
was convicted after the FBI 
was able to record conver-
sations between him and 
an agent who went by the 
name Raj during the course 
of an undercover investiga-
tion. The agent posed as a 
real estate developer from 
out of state and found a 
partner in an individual 
by the name of Moses Stern 
 with ties to the Orthodox 
Jewish community. To-
gether they were able to 
get information from the 
former Republican council 
member that would form 
the basis of the trial.

Raj and Stern were able 
to bribe Halloran  in re-
turn for between $40,000 
and $80,000 in money from 
his district’s discretionary 
funds . Halloran, Raj and 
Stern came to a conclu-
sion that in order to chan-
nel the government funds, 

normally reserved for non-
profits, the city would need 
to purchase the YMCA on 
35th Avenue in Bayside. Raj 
would be paid by acting as 
a management company or 
consultant. Court records 
said that Halloran also met 
with Raj outside of a pastry 
shop in Flushing and deliv-
ered $10,000 in cash.

Raj and Stern were also 
building relationships with 
former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith, who was interested 
in running for mayor as a 
Republican, according to 
the case documentation. 
Authorization from the ap-
propriate committee would 
be needed to allow a politi-
cian from one party to re-
ceive a nomination within a 
different party, also known 
as a Wilson-Pakula. Smith 

enlisted the help of Raj 
and Stern to influence im-
portant players within the 
Republican Party to vote 
in favor of his nomination. 
Bribes were also arranged 
by Raj with two other Re-
publicans, Joseph Savino 
and Queens Executive Vice 
Chair Vincent Tabone, who 
accepted.

Halloran, Smith, Tab-
one and Savino were all 
arrested on April 2, 2013 
when Manhattan chair Dan 
Isaacs reported the scheme 
to law enforcement.

The court found Hal-
loran’s argument for appeal 
to be “without merit.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Ex-councilman Dan Halloran will be serving the full extent of his 
sentence for corruption charges after the court denied his ap-
peal. 
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DOT opens bikeway on Pulaski Bridge
BY BILL PARRY

It took the city’s De-
partment of Transporta-
tion nearly four years but 
they completed the Pulaski 
Bridge Bikeway in time for 
the Five BoroBike Tour 
Sunday. More than 32,000 
cyclists rode the dedicated 
and fully protected two-
way bike path on the 0.6 
mile span across Newtown 
Creek connecting Long Is-
land City and Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn,

For years, cyclists and 
pedestrians had to share 
an 8.5-foot  path that be-
came more congested as 
both neighborhoods grew. 
The bikeway opened to the 
public last Friday. 

“We are thrilled to be 
opening a new Pulaski 
Bridge bikeway worthy 
of Long Island City and 
Greenpoint, two of our 
city’s greatest and  quickly 
growing neighborhoods,” 
DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg said. “With 

creativity and teamwork, 
DOT’s Transportation Plan-
ning and Bridges teams 
have given New York City’s 
1,000-mile bicycle network 
one great new mile.”

The $4.9 million proj-
ect, which was funded by 
the city with support from 
the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, took longer 
than expected to complete 

due to unique engineering 
problems on the moveable 
bascule bridge that opened 
in 1954. The Pulaski Bridge 
opens nearly 500 times a 
year for marine traffic on 
the waterway below.

“It’s a moveable bridge 
and that adds to the com-
plexity here,” Deputy 
Commissioner for Trans-
portation Planning & Man-
agement Ryan Russo said. 
“It was a complex problem. 
It wasn’t exactly putting a 
man on the moon, but it was 
still a complex engineering 
challenge.”

Russo led a group of 
elected officials, DOT staff 
and transportation advo-
cates on an inaugural ride 
across the bridge from 
Long Island City.  Cyclists 
say the dedicated path, 
with its separate pedestri-
an walkway, is a dramatic 
improvement.

“I’ve biked on this 
bridge for many years,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 

said. “Newtown Creek is re-
ally something. I love New-
town Creek, but that doesn’t 
mean I want to swim in it 
anytime soon and there 
were plenty of times across 
the bridge where you just 
didn’t feel safe.”

The latest DOT counts 
show that 1,500 cyclists 
 use the bridge during peak 
weekday hours. In the pe-
riod between 2009 and 2013, 
cyclist volume on the bridge 
grew by 106 percent, while 
pedestrian use increased 47 
percent.

“The opening of this 
protected bikeway is going 
to encourage even more 
people to walk and bike 
between Brooklyn and 
Queens,” City Councilman 
Stephen Levin (D-Brook-
lyn) said. “The best was  to 
get people outside and ac-
tive t to make them feel safe 
and comfortable, and this 
project does just that.”

Denise Kearns, the 
Chairwoman of Commu-
nity Board 2’s Transporta-

tion Committee, said the 
new bikeway will bring 
more visitors to Long Is-
land City’s five waterfront 
parks, its 30 cultural arts 
and cultural institutions 
and venues and its 150 res-
taurants, bars and cafes.

“Everyone knows it’s 
tough to find parking in 
Long Island City,” she said. 
“And now people from 
Brooklyn can cycle in and 
that’s good for business. In 
Sunnyside and Woodside 
too.”

Van Bramer agreed that 
parking is an issue.

“Not having more cars 
is a good thing ” he said. 
“But this is all about safety. 
Now it’s easier and safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists to 
travel between Brooklyn 
and Queens. For the last 
four years, I have advocat-
ed for this project that is 
vital to the neighborhoods 
of Greenpoint and Long Is-
land City, and today, I’m so 
glad to see it completed.”

Queens shows off its good Taste at food festival
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

About 60 restaurants, 
breweries and businesses 
set up shop at the 14th an-
nual Queens Taste event 
held at the New York Hall of 
Science in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Wednes-
day evening. Hundreds of 
attendees sampled bites 
and beverages offered by 
eateries from throughout 
the borough.

Elena Ioannidis, 29, a 
manager at the Astoria 
restaurant Zenon Taverna, 
worked the grill as pass-
ersby tried the food. She 
said the restaurant had 
been family-owned and op-
erated for 28 years, and she 
thought that the interest 
in Queens as a restaurant 
destination was spurred 
by Lonely Planet’s 2014 des-
ignation of the borough as 

the best place in the U.S. to 
visit.

“The craziest part is that 
it’s always been like this,” 
she said, speaking about 
the caliber of restaurants 
in Queens. “But now they 
say, ‘Oh, we don’t have to go 

to New York City, there’s so 
many options in Queens.’”

Robert M. Kaskel, 52, 
the chief executive man-
ager of ThaiRock Restau-
rant in Rockaway Beach, 
agreed that interest in the 
borough had been piqued 

in recent years. As the 
ThaiRock booth served rice 
crepes filled with peanuts 
and turnips, he said that 
the Rockaways had become 
more of a place to travel to, 
even during the winter off-
season.

“There’s got to be hun-
dreds of restaurants be-
tween me and wherever 
anyone’s coming from,” 
he said, so the big crowds 
heading to the Rockaways 
suggested it had become a 
destination for foodies. He 
said that the restaurant was 
participating in A Taste of 
Rockaway Beach, which 
would be held on May 7; 
Kaskel expected thousands 
of attendees.

Shortly after the event’s 
start time of 6 p.m., the 
place was packed. Attend-
ees sipped on cocktails and 
wine and chugged craft beer 

from Astoria Distilling and 
the Wine Room of Forest 
Hills. The event was pre-
sented by the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration and the Queens 
Tourism Council, and pro-
ceeds would support the 
Queens EDC’s attempts to 
encourage job growth and 
entrepreneurial develop-
ment in the borough.

Annette Runcie, 47, co-
owns Pa-Nash Restaurant 
in Rosedale with Titus, her 
husband. She said that she 
had concocted a new type of 
cuisine called “eurosoul” 
that combined Mediterra-
nean Moroccan food with 
Southern and Caribbean 
recipes. According to her, 
Queens Taste presented a 
unique opportunity for a 
restaurant that specialized 
in a new cuisine. 

“The unique dishes re-

ally stand out in something 
like this,” she said, as at-
tendees sampled slices of 
pita bread topped with car-
amelized onions, hummus 
and figs. Runcie recalled 
that restaurants were a leg-
acy in her family, and said 
she had left a well-paying 
job at Proctor & Gamble 
to take a risk on opening a 
new restaurant. 

“It’s a labor of love,” she 
said. “It’s my baby, so I’m 
excited to see people enjoy-
ing the food.”

During the event, mem-
bers of the Queens EDC said 
that they had signed a lease 
that day for “MadeInQns,” 
a pop-up shop that is set to 
open in approximately one 
month at One Queens Plaza 
in Long Island City. The 
store would exclusively sell 
products made in the bor-
ough.

DOT Deputy Commissioner Ryan Russo leads the inaugural ride on 
the new Pulaski Bridge Bikeway which opened to the public last 
Friday. Photo by Bill Parry

A vendor at the booth for F. Ottomanelli prepares sample 
burgers for people to try at the Queens Taste 2016 event. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor     

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
All 

Tiffany Items 
Wanted

First-class pet relief facility opens at JFK
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Service animals that 
travel through John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
can now breathe a sigh of 
relief should they need to 
relieve themselves.

The airport opened its 
first post-security animal 
relief area April 27 in re-
sponse to a new regulation 
requiring large airports to 
have them.

“We recognize the grow-
ing presence of animals 
in our terminal, and the 
significant increase in 
passengers traveling with 
pets,” Gert-Jan de Graaff, 
the president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of JFKIAT, 
the management company 
that operates the terminal, 
said about the new facility.

The area, located inside 
the airport’s Terminal 4, 
spans 70 square feet and 
includes space for pets to 
relieve themselves as well 
as a facsimile of a fire hy-

drant for dogs who are ac-
customed to using them to 
do their business.

The new space will make 
it so that  travelers will not 
need to bring their ani-

mals outside the terminal 
to relieve themselves and 
will save animal owners 
an extra trip through secu-
rity. The space was created 
in collaboration with the 

Guide Dog Foundation, a 
service-animal training 
school in Smithtown, N.Y.

“By working collabora-
tively, we are ensuring that 
people who travel with as-

sistance dogs have a more 
enjoyable and less stressful 
travel experience,” Wells 
Jones, the chief executive 
officer of the Guide Dog 
Foundation, said.

The new facility was 
built after a new regulation 
from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation issued 
in August 2015 mandated 
that any air terminal that 
services more than 10,000 
passengers per day must 
have a pet relief area post-
security. The affected air-
ports must comply with the 
mandate by August 4 of this 
year. 

William Krol, commu-
nications manager for the 
Guide Dog Foundation, 
said the organization had 
offered its guidance to 
other area airports to help 
them build spaces that will 
satisfy the federal require-
ments.

“We worked with the 
airport operators in terms 
of finding locations that 

would be conducive to add-
ing a pet relief area,” he 
said, noting that the pet 
relief area at Terminal 4 
was located between two 
bathrooms with water and 
ventilation already avail-
able. Fewer structural al-
terations, he said, made it 
easier for airports to com-
ply with the regulation.

“If you’re traveling with 
a guide or service dog and 
you have a connecting 
flight, you can do this and 
not go through security 
again,” he said. “It’s great 
for assistance owners as 
well as pet owners.”

The regulation required 
that airports consult with 
“animal service organiza-
tions” like Guide Dog when 
designing their animal re-
lief areas. According to the 
site Pet Friendly Travel, 
JFK joins 14 other airports 
throughout the country 
that have pet relief areas 
inside the terminal after 
the security check station.

Susana Cunha (l-r); William Krol; Karen Greis; Gert-Jan de Graaff, president and CEO of JFKIAT; Shawn 
Makinen and Kim Stasheff cut the ribbon to open the first pet relief area at JFK. Courtesy JFKIAT
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HEY, NEIGHBOR! WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood  ��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest  ��Hollis
��Jamaica  ��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills  ��Ozone Park
��Pomonok  ��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill ��South Jamaica
��St. Albans  ��Woodhaven 
��South Ozone Park

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens than ever before. So 
you can enjoy all the perks of banking with a local credit union, where our members 
���������	��
	���.

Black residents talk 2016 primary 
SE Queens community weigh in on candidates’ strategies at Jamaica panel discussion 
BY MADINA TOURE

Southeast Queens resi-
dents, community leaders 
and activists weighed in 
on how the two Democratic 
presidential candidates 
courted the black vote at an 
event hosted by state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) last weekend.

The event was held at 
the Black Spectrum The-
atre in Jamaica on April 
30. The moderator, A.U. Ho-
gan, associate director of 
StudentsFirstNY, a group 
that supports public school 
students, and president of 
the Baisley Park Houses in 
South Jamaica, asked pan-
elists and attendees about 
pandering, whether Presi-
dent Barack Obama has 
been neutral throughout 
the process and whether 
New York should have an 
open primary. Hogan said 
that he had voted for Hil-
lary Clinton in the New 

York primary.
Community advocate 

Sabine French, a candidate 
for the Assembly District 33 
seat, praised James Sand-
ers’ call for a black agenda 
but wondered who would be 
setting it.

French said she and Hil-

lary are both women but 
have different issues. For 
French, a major concern 
is the problem parents face 
in finding a good school for 
their kids. 

“I had to go through tri-
al and error before I found 
a school where I was com-

fortable, and then I had to 
be further educated that I 
have to get myself inside of 
the system to advocate for 
my child because my check-
book didn’t do the talking,” 
French said. 

Laurelton resident Da-
vid Freeman, 22, a Bernie 

supporter, said mainstream 
media outlets like CNN and 
MSNBC are “extremely bi-
ased.” 

“She (my mom) used to 
watch CNN, MSNBC for her 
news and that’s what she 
grew up with and that’s the 
trust she put inside of the 
institution,” Freeman said. 
“If it wasn’t for me being an 
online person and showing 
her alternative sources of 
media, she would still be 
under the guise of that re-
ally biased tilt.”

Democratic District 
Leader Archie Spigner 
questioned Bernie’s record. 

“Bernie Sanders was in 
the Senate for 30 years,” 
Spigner said. “I don’t know 
or ever heard of any legisla-
tion or any program that he 
was associated with... if he 
was involved in the March 
on Washington... he was 
just another white face in 
the crowd.”

Rev. Charles Norris, Sr. 

bishop/pastor emeritus of 
Bethesda Missionary Bap-
tist Church, said Bernie 
left Brooklyn and moved 
to Vermont and expressed 
concern about his status as 
an Independent running as 
a Democrat.  

“What has Mr. Sanders 
done for black people be-
fore he got into the position 
to want to become the presi-
dent?” Norris said. 

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-South Ozone Park) 
said Bernie had the “best 
platform that we may see in 
my lifetime,” crediting him 
with embracing the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

But he said it was “fool-
ish” for the candidate to 
visit the Vatican four days 
before the New York pri-
mary, rather than coming 
to southeast Queens, where 
Clinton captured more than 
70 percent of the vote.

Residents, community leaders and activists of southeast Queens listen as one attendee makes a 
comment during the panel.  Photo by Madina Toure
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BY BILL PARRY

The NYPD’s Hate 
Crimes unit is investigat-
ing a possible bias attack 
that occurred in Astoria 
last Wednesday. 

A 19-year-old man of 
Indo-Caribbean origin 
was walking along 10th 
Street when three teenag-
ers approached him from 
behind, police said.

One suspect called him 
an Arab and punched the 
victim twice in the face 
with a closed fist, the po-
lice said. A second suspect 
pulled out a pipe yelling 
“ISIS-ISIS” while a third 

had a baseball bat in his 
hands, according to the 
NYPD.

The three suspects fled 
when they realized a by-
stander was watching the 
incident, police said.

The victim sustained 
minor injuries and re-
fused medical attention.

“It’s awful and we’ve 
made the point that 
there’s no place for that 
kind of intolerance in a 
neighborhood as diverse 
as Astoria,” Assembly-
woman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) said. “Any 
crime is egregious, but 
hate crimes have no place 

here. We’ll find the perpe-
trators and keep this com-
munity safe.”

Police say the three 
suspect are in their late 
teens. 

One is described as a 
5-foot-9 white man with 
a chin strap beard and 
short black hair, and was 
last seen wearing a black 
jacket, black T-shirt, dark 
colored blue jeans, black 
pants and black sneakers.

Police describe the 
second suspect as a white 
or Hispanic man with 
short black hair, 5-foot-6 
last seen wearing a dark 
colored two tone sweater 

with vertical lines, black 
pants and black sneak-
ers. The third suspect 
is described by police as 
a black-Hispanic man, 
5-foot-9 with black hair 
and a beard seen wearing 
a black hooded sweat jack-
et with white horizontal 
stripes, black jeans, grey 
T-shirt and grey sneakers, 
according to the NYPD.

There have been no 
arrests and the investiga-
tion continues. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-
577-TIPS.

BY BILL PARRY

For years residents on 
38th Street in Astoria have 
been complaining of unsafe 
conditions at Sean’s Place 
playground due to broken 
bottles, drug paraphernalia 
and used condoms left by 
overnight trespassers. After 
“intense discussions” with 
elected officials, the Parks 
Department has begun lock-
ing the gate each night at 9 
p.m. and returning to open 
the playground before 6 a.m.

“As early as 2012, this 
place has been a nightime 
hangout where needles, beer 
bottles, condoms and other 
remnants were left behind 
for children to find in the 
morning,” City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) said. “Locking the 
gates will alleviate many of 
these safety concerns. This 
policy will greatly improve 
the park-going experience 
for families and benefit our 
neighborhood’s vital green 
space.”

Brian McCoy has been 
bringing his two children to 
the playground for the last 
six years and has seen one 
child recently pick up a crack 
pipe.

“Children like to explore 
nooks and crannies and if 
they see a pipe, they’ll put it 
in their mouth,” he said. “If 
they see a condom, they think 
it’s a balloon and put it in 
their mouth. Now the Parks 
Department is giving parents 
piece of mind and their chil-
dren have a safe environment 
to play.”

Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) said the 
locked gates will make the 
playground safer for children 
and the surrounding neigh-
borhood.

“If our parks are allowed 
to become overnight spots for 
illegal drug use and drink-
ing, law-abiding residents 
and their children are faced 
with ugly detritus of those ac-
tivities in the morning,” she 
said.

Pressure from Councilman Costa Constantinides and Astoria com-
munity leaders forces the Parks Department to lock a troubled play-
ground each night. Photo by Bill Parry

The NYPD's Hate Crimes Investigation Unit is searching for three suspects in an alleged anti-Muslim attack in Astoria. 
NYPD

Parks puts the locks
on Sean’s Place gate

Astoria bias attack
Three sought by NYPD’s Hate Crimes Unit for beating
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BASKETBALL CAMP
The goal of the Holy Cross Basketball Camp is to develop a complete 
basketball player. This is achieved by teaching proper fundaments of the 
game in a positive, encouraging environment. Sportsmanship, teamwork, 
confidence and individual drive are the keys to enjoying success both on 
and off the basketball court. These qualities will be emphasized in safe, 
supervised and enjoyable surroundings at Holy Cross.

CAMP PHILOSOPHY

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL
26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358

www.holycrosshs.org

SESSION I
Monday 6/27 – Friday 7/1
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION II
Tuesday 7/5 – Friday 7/8
9:00 am – 4:30 pm

SESSION III
Monday 7/11 – Friday 7/15

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION IV

Monday 7/18 – Friday 7/22
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

ESTABLISHED IN  1986

Anniversary

For more than 60 years, Holy Cross High 
School, a Catholic secondary school for 
young men, has dedicated itself to nurtur-
ing and developing the minds and hearts 
of it’s student. Since its founding in 1955, 
more than 15,000 students have walked 
through its doors.
Chartered by the Board of Regents of 
the University of the State of New York 
and accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
schools, Holy Cross offers a full college-
preparatory curriculum. Holy Cross High 
School is sponsored by the Congregation 
of Holy Cross.

BY MADINA TOURE

About 50 southeast 
Queens fans paid tribute 
to pop legend Prince at an 
intimate celebration hosted 
by state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) over 
the weekend.

Prince, whose musical 
style spanned funk, R&B, 
soul and rock, died in Chan-
hassen, Minn. April 21 at 
the age of 57.

At the celebration in the 
gym of Catherine & Count 
Basie Middle School in Ja-
maica Saturday, attendees 
wore purple outfits and 
purple glow-in-the-dark 
necklaces to commemorate 
the singer’s popular song 
“Purple Rain.” The tribute 
took place in the dark so the 
purple of people’s outfits 
and the lights on their neck-
laces could be more visible. 

The film “Purple Rain” 
was also screened as the 
event’s DJ, Springfield Gar-

dens-based DJ Tam Jams, 
played some of the singer’s 
hits.

Songs played during the 
event included “Let’s Go 
Crazy” by Prince and The 
Revolution; Vanity 6’s “Nas-

ty Girl,” which was written 
and composed by Prince; 
and Prince’s “When Doves 
Cry.” A prize was awarded 
to the best-dressed Prince. 

Sitting at the top level of 
the bleachers with a white-

and-purple patterned 
bowtie and a handkerchief 
in the pocket of his gray 
blazer with the same pat-
tern, Sanders was seen 
mingling with attendees.

He said Prince’s appeal 
was that his music was in-
tergenerational and that 
he was not afraid to be dif-
ferent or push boundaries. 

“Every one of his songs 
was either a prayer or fore-
play and I would argue 
some of both,” Sanders 
said, noting that he had a 
“personality that could fill 
a room.” 

Sanders’ office had 
hosted a tribute for the late 
pop legend Michael Jack-
son and decided to do some-
thing similar for Prince. 

Sanders said singers 
such as singer Little Rich-
ard and the late rock guitar-
ist Jimi Hendrix pioneered 
the androgynous and sen-
sual styles but that Prince 
was the one who really took 

it further. 
He also said Prince took 

up causes affecting the 
black community, citing 
songs such as “Mr. Man” 
and “Together.” 

“Prince also was very 
political, very, very politi-
cal,” he added.

One of Sanders’ aides, 
Lisa George, a Far Rock-
away resident, said she 
cleared her busy schedule 
when she learned the sena-
tor was hosting the event. 

George, who is in her late 
30s, appreciated Prince’s 
musical style, which she de-
scribed as “spiritual” and 
speaking of God.

“He was so ahead of his 
time,” she said. “His music 
was different from every-
one during that time, dur-
ing that era.” 

Rochdale Village resi-
dent Marilyn Bell, 61, has 
been listening to Prince’s 
music “for a very long time.” 
She said “Purple Rain” is 

her favorite song.
“He’s fantastic and he 

was just awesome,” Bell 
said. “He was just out there. 
Look at him. He had it going 
on.” 

Daphne Brewster, 52, of 
Springfield Gardens, has 
been a Prince fan since 
1979. She saw him perform 
live for his Purple Rain and 
Sign of the Times tours as 
well as his New Power Soul 
tour with bass guitar player 
Larry Graham and R&B and 
funk singer Chaka Khan at 
Madison Square Garden. 

“It was nice to come out 
here to Queens and to do 
something for Prince be-
cause Queens has a lot of 
Prince fans, too,” Brewster 
said. “It was nice of the sen-
ator to organize that.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Southeast Queens residents and State Senator James Sanders 
(r.) hang out in the gym of a Jamaica middle school and celebrate 
their love for Prince. Photo by Madina Toure

Prince fans in SE Queens celebrate his legacy
Senator Sanders hosts informal gathering at Jamaica middle school to honor late pop legend
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which may have contained 
up to three eggs, according 
to UCPC President Walter 
Mugdal. 

Contributors have 
raised the reward for infor-
mation about the fire from 
$500 to $4,000.

According to Mugdal, 
witnesses claimed to have 
seen  two boys and a girl 
in their early teens fleeing 
from the scene. Another 
person saw a gray Dodge 
van parked at a likely point 
for someone to enter, near 
the osprey habitat.

Dane Hamilton was 
walking with his wife when 
they noticed the teenag-
ers making their getaway 
on foot, and then saw the 
blaze.

“It was really heart-
wrenching to see these 
birds flying around trying 
to get to their nest,” he said. 
“It’s hard to get your head 
around what these kids 

were thinking to just burn 
down a nest that is likely to 
have baby birds in it. I just 
don’t get it.”

Udalls Cove has long 
nurtured wildlife in the 
park and accommodated 
rare species. 

In 1997, the UCPC in-
stalled a 40-foot platform 
on which the ospreys could 
build their nests. It was 
only a matter of weeks 
before a pair took up resi-
dence there. The two birds 
would later be moved to a 
low concrete structure that 
was installed closer to the 
water to suit their fish-only 
diet.

“We have reports that 
the osprey pair may have 
taken up residence on an 
older nest, built atop a nest-
ing platform that UCPC 
erected in 2004, located a 
short distance from the 
concrete structure on 
which the burned-out nest 
had been located,” Mugdal 
said. “We hope the female 
will lay another clutch of 
eggs and raise young this 
year without further dis-

turbance. It is still early 
enough in the season that 
this could happen.”

According to Mugdal, 
the osprey spend six to sev-
en months in Udalls Cove 
before venturing south in 
the winter, returning at the 
end of March.

The osprey is currently 
recovering from near ex-
tinction after a 1971 ban 
on  an insecticide that was 
causing eggshell thinning 
and reducing the reproduc-
tive output of the species 
across North America. 
Long Island hosts an esti-
mated 250 nests according 
to the New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation, and Udalls 
Cove is one of them. The 
rare predator birds have 
been inhabiting the nest 
that went up in flames for 
the past three seasons.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

ing their employees and 
volunteers to adhere to a 
policy that prohibits same-
sex love.”

In 2012, Chick-fil-A 
president Dan Cathy said 
his company was “guilty as 
charged” of opposing same-
sex marriage and in 2014 
the company’s charitable 
foundation distributed 
nearly $4.3 million to non-
profit organizations. Nearly 
a quarter of the donations 
went to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, which 
encourages individuals to 
reject “impure” lifestyles.

“Our intent is not to 
support groups with po-
litical agendas,” Chick-fil-
A spokeswoman Desiree’ 
Fulton said. “The Chick-
fil-A Foundation partners 
with the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes specifi-
cally to provide free sum-
mer sports camps for hun-
dreds of young students 
in urban environments 
throughout the nation.”
Dromm isn’t buying it.

“I hope that the Queens 

Center mall will recon-
sider giving a company so 
deeply involved in anti-gay 
discrimination a lease on 
their property,” he said.

A spokesman for Queens 
Center mall declined com-
ment.

Astoria gay activist 
Brendan Fay, co-founder 
of the all-inclusive St. Pat’s 
for All Parade in Sunny-
side, was surprised to learn 
Chick-fil-A would set up 
shop less than two miles 
from his march’s finish 
line in Woodside.

“Anti-LGBT discrimina-
tion is not good for business 
and New Yorkers need to 
send a strong message that 
prejudice and exclusion has 
no place in New York City 
or in the profits from where 
we eat and shop,” Fay said. 
“Not many are aware of the 
anti-gay views of corporate 
executive Dan Cathy who 
said that Chick-fil-A sup-
ports ‘the biblical defini-
tion of the family unit’ and 
that gay marriage invites 
‘God’s judgment on our na-
tion.’”

Fay says people have 
a freedom of choice as 
to where they choose to 
shop and spend and the 

LGBT community should 
think twice before cross-
ing Chick-fil-A’s threshold 
when it opens at the Queens 
Center mall this fall.

“The LGBT community 
has a history of thinking 
before we shop and where 
we eat,” he said. “Resi-
dents of Queens need to 
think twice before entering 
Chick-fil-A, whose profits 
from purchases go to fund 
anti-LGBT equality Family 
Research Council and Exo-
dus International which 
promotes ex-gay therapy.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
he understands why mem-
bers of the Queens LGBT 
community are upset.

“But, this is a country in 
which people have a right to 
open a business,” he said. “I 
think what the ownership 
of Chick-fil-A has said is 
wrong. I’m certainly not go-
ing to patronize them and 
I wouldn’t urge any other 
New Yorker to patronize 
them. But they do have a 
legal right.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Chicken

Continued from Page 1 

Osprey
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Buckley’s-Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run
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�� Live music provided by Head Over Heels 
�� Entertainment by DJ Suds 

The picnic is FREE for all registered runners
and children 12 and younger
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$10.00 - Food and Beverages     $15.00 - Food, Beverages and T-Shirt

Children 12 and under are FREE
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www.heartshare.org/run

www.buckleyscaterers.com
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Army Reserve Center, located on Rockaway Point Blvd/State Road between Barret 

Road and Hero Road in Breezy Poin, NY
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3:00 - 8:00pm
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3:00 - 8:00pm
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10:00am - 8:00pm
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4:00 - 7:00pm

 A5=89� �89 �3
4:00 - 7:00pm

�82/A=89� �89 �C
1:00 - 5:00pm

BY MARK HALLUM

Politicians and members 
of the northeast Queens 
community  gathered for the 
unveiling of a mural span-
ning the length of a pedes-
trian tunnel at 88th Road 
and Cross Island Parkway. 

Department of Trans-
portation Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), artist 
Joel  Bergner, and students 
from St. Gregory the Great 
School were present to cel-
ebrate the beautification 
effort.

The mural, titled “Our 
Treasures Are Within,” 
was an effort that included 
 students who use the tun-
nel on a regular basis in the 
production. The painting 
features imagery from the 
lives of both the students 
and the artist himself. On 
one end of the tunnel is a 
depiction of Bergner’s wife 

and in other sections phras-
es from the student’s lives 
can be read.

“We had workshops be-
fore any paint was put on the 
wall to decide on the theme, 
to decide on the imagery 
and they actually came up 
with everything that you 
see,” Bergner said. 

“It was a safety hazard 
for the kids, the people go-
ing to church. So I got DOT 
to come out and said we 
have to do something here.” 
Avella said of the tunnel, 
which was formerly dirty 
and neglected with no in-
terior lighting. “And then 
they came up with the idea 
for this art program, work-
ing with the students from 
the school to do this mural. 
You had to have seen what 
this looked like before.”

The DOT budget for the 
tunnel project was $25,000, 
while Bergner donated his 
time to the students and the 
labor that went into the mu-

ral.
Bergnerwas selected by 

the DOT Art Program be-
cause he was ranked highly 
 in an open call, according to 
DOT art director Emily Co-
lasacco. 

“He was really excited 
because of the collaboration 
with the school, it fit really 
well because he’s an educa-
tor as well as an artist,” Co-
lasacco said. 

“This tunnel has trans-
formed into something so 
much more than a conven-
tional pedestrian under-
pass,” Nicole Garcia said, 
who added that DOT fund-
ing goes to support artists 
for projects across the city 
that incorporate art into 
department-owned struc-
tures.

“I would like to com-
mend Senator Avella for 
having the vision to know 
that we should have some 
beauty in the public space. I 
definitely want to thank the 

DOT for having the money 
to put forth this initiative, 
and most importantly the 
students who had the vi-
sion to come up with some-
thing,” District Manager for 
Community Board 13 Mark 
McMillan said.

“I had an amazing expe-
rience working with the stu-
dents of St. Gregory School 
in Queens over these last 
two weeks. Together, we 
came up with the themes 
and design of the artwork 
in workshops, and then 
painted a giant mural that 
explored the struggle be-
tween negative and positive 
influences in their commu-
nity, as well as celebrating 
the importance of education 
and creativity. Thanks to 
everyone involved for mak-
ing this an unforgettable 
project!” Bergner said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com. 

Artist Joe Bergner worked with students from St. Gregory the 
Great to complete the DOT funded mural project for the 88th 
Street pedestrian tunnel. Photo by Mark Hallum

Bellerose pedestrian tunnel receives artful overhaul
Artist works with students from St. Gregory the Great school on beautifi cation project



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 8

, 2
01

6
10

ficers, including his fa-
ther Raymond, who was a 
retired sergeant with the 
NYPD. Moore had been 
an officer for nearly five 
years, and Bratton said 
that he had “the gift of the 
eye,” instinctively heading 
towards danger to protect 
the community he served. 

Bratton, who posthu-
mously promoted Moore to 
the rank of detective at his 
funeral May 9, 2015, said 
that he would be traveling 
next week to Washington, 
D.C., when Moore’s name 
would be enshrined on the 
National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial.

Irene Moore, the fallen 
officer’s mother, also spoke 
at the memorial. She im-
plored the audience to keep 
her son’s memory alive 
with warm thoughts of his 
friendship and humor.

“Remember a memory 
of him that made us hap-
py,” she said. “He lit up the 
room every time he walked 
into the room.”

The memorial conclud-
ed as officers positioned 
a wreath at the site of the 
shooting, accompanied by 
the sound of bagpipes.

The city had previously 
honored Moore by co-nam-
ing 222nd Street, outside of 
the 105th Precinct, in his 

honor on Dec. 11.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Moore
set aside funds for future 
needs. 

“Change is never easy 
so I am sure that there 
will be a necessary period 
of transition,” Tosi wrote 
in the bulletin. “I will be 
working closely with Mrs. 
Reiter and Sister Kather-
ine to prepare new pro-
cedures for the arrival 
and dismissal of students 
from both the school and 
Religious Education Pro-
gram.”

He said the decision fol-
lowed consultation with 
the Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil, the Parish Trustees 
and the Parish Finance 
Council.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the zon-
ing allows for one- and two-
family homes to be built on 
the property but that if the 
restriction is not stated in 
the deed, a developer can 
still go to the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
for a variance for greater 
density. 

“I’m trying to find out 
from the church whether 
or not they put something 
in the deed,” Avella said. 
“They may have thought 
that the zoning is enough 
given developments in 
the areas in the city these 
days. It’s not.”

Alfred Centola, presi-
dent of the We Love Whit-
estone Civic Association, 
said that around three 
years ago, the church held 
a pledge drive to raise 

funds for renovations but 
that some of the pledges 
fell through. 

“I’ve got to say, St. 
Luke’s is very involved in 
the community. I can’t see 
them selling to a non-re-
sponsible developer that’s 
going to turn around and 
just overbuild,” Centola 
said. “I really don’t know 
much other than I have 
every confidence that they 
sold it to someone who’s go-
ing to do the right thing.”

Continued from Page 1 

Church

On the first anniversary of the murder of NYPD Officer Brian 
Moore, Deputy Inspector Jeffrey Schiff (third from r) leads a de-
tatchment from his precinct, the 105th in Queens Village, marking 
the solemn day.  Photo by Patrick Donachie

St. Luke's Church in Whitestone said it will work with its school to 
make sure that the selling of the property does not adversely af-
fect arrival and dismissal of students.
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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