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BY MARK HALLUM

Neir’s Tavern held a 
rally with Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) Saturday 
to create awareness of the 
need for the Landmark 
Preservation Committee to 
approve its application. 

Loycent Gordon, the 

owner of Neir’s Tavern 
at 87-48 78th St. in Wood-
haven  , put in an applica-
tion to have the building 
landmarked in August 2015 
and there has yet to be ap-
proval from the LPC.

“The purpose of today is 
to raise awareness for land-
mark status for Neir’s Tav-
ern,” Gordon told the 50 or 

so people at the rally. “Eliz-
abeth Crowley has been a 
driving force in terms of 
her political connection to 
try to push this forward. 
Another organization that 
is coming together today is 
the Historic Districts Coun-
cil of New York City.  They 
advocate for landmark sta-

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) said Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s announcement that only 
143 out of 5,000 nail salons are 

guilty of wage violations indicates 
that he has been unfairly demon-
izing Asian nail salon owners. 
Most of the salons are in Queens 
and Brooklyn.

 Cuomo said Monday the New 

York State Nail Salon Industry 
Enforcement Task Force has 
directed 143 nail salons to pay 
$2 million in unpaid wages and 
damages to 652 employees. 

“New York state is cracking 

down like never before on the un-
scrupulous individuals that take 
advantage of the hardworking 
people they employ,” Cuomo said. 
“A fair day’s wage for a fair day’s 
work is a principle that this state 
was built upon and this adminis-
tration is committed to stopping 
employers who exploit workers 
and deny them what they are 
rightfully owed.”

Kim said the announcement 
lacked transparency because 
Cuomo has not indicated how the 
figures were obtained, including 
comprehensive data for all the 
business owners inspected. 

He also said that when the 
$2 million amount is divided up 
among the 600 employees, “it’s 
like roughly $2 to $3 a day for each 
employee.” 

“Those workers that are get-
ting the back wages, even if 
there’s one store, those workers 
deserve (it)...I’m not trying to 
downplay any of the bad operators 
and what they’re guilty of,” Kim 
said. “What I am questioning, 
though, is the one year of selec-
tive enforcement and the outcome 
that the governor produced. Does 
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Since the 1800s, the task of raising the Big Top has not changed much. In Cunningham Park, a small crowd gath-
ers to watch a crew from the Big Apple Circus put up the tent for its month-long engagement, starting Sunday, in 
Queens.  Photo by Michael Shain 

CIRCUS, CIRCUS

BY MADINA TOURE

Although Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and others praised 
the passage of a bill instituting a 
minimum 5-cent grocery bag fee, 
some maintain it will adversely 
affect low- and middle-income in-
dividuals and families.

The City Council passed the 
bill, which advocates contend 
will reduce plastic-bag waste in 
New York City, by a vote of 28-20. 
The legislation will go into effect 
in October 2016. 

The mayor said his adminis-
tration has committed to sending 
zero waste to landfills by 2030 in 
the OneNYC plan and that the 
city is partnering with the Food 
Industry Alliance and the New 
York Metropolitan Retail Associ-
ation to distribute reusable bags 
to New Yorkers.

“The Department of Sanita-
tion projects that this 5-cent fee 
could reduce plastic and paper 
bag waste by approximately 60 
percent, based on the experiences 

BY BILL PARRY

For too many years he has watched car deal-
erships and auto body shops along Northern 
Boulevard parking vehicles on public sidewalks 
and now City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) is doing something about it. Last 

 Sidewalk parkers draw 
fi re from Van Bramer

Patrons and politicians rally for Neir's 
Tavern to receive landmark status. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

City Council 
rings up new 
grocery bag fee

Nail  s alons  owe  $2M  to  workers
Ron Kim says only 143 of 5,000 establishments ordered to pay back employees
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Historic rally for Neir’s Tavern
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451
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Spa Castle reopens 
after near drowning

BY MADINA TOURE

Although the Spa Castle 
in College Point has re-
opened following an inci-
dent in which a girl nearly 
drowned in one of its pools, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) is renewing pres-
sure on the city to create a 
task force that would assess 
and monitor such establish-
ments.

On its Facebook page, 
Spa Castle, located at 131-10 
11th Ave., announced April 
22 all its pools would be re-
opening the next day and 
supervised by lifeguards. 

Spa Castle could not be 
reached for comment.

In March, the city Health 
Department ordered the 
spa to close all of its pools 
after a 6-year-old girl al-
most drowned in February. 

The Health Department 
found the facility was out of 
compliance with its safety 
plan and there was exces-
sive suction by a water-
return feature that was 
enough to draw the victim 
toward it and keep her un-
derwater.

In December 2014, For-
est Hills resident Hock Ma, 
80, died of natural causes 
after he was discovered un-
conscious in a jacuzzi at the 
spa. 

A Health Department 
spokesman said Spa Castle 

was given permission to re-
open April 22 after meeting 
certain conditions.

“Since the Health De-
partment closed the pools at 
Spa Castle in February, the 
establishment has under-
gone a rigorous process to 
correct violations and has 
met our requirement to im-
plement a new safety plan,” 
the spokesman said. “The 
Health Department has 
also required Spa Castle to 
sign an agreement that will 
allow us to intervene swift-
ly, if the establishment fails 
to comply with our safety 
requirements.”

To reopen Spa Castle 
had to submit a revised and 
updated safety plan, cor-
rect its violations, provide 
a proof of certification and 
train staff in the new safety 
plan, demonstrate suffi-
cient staffing levels, pass a 
full inspection and adhere 
to Health Code engineering 
requirements, the spokes-
man said. 

The spokesman also 
said the spa’s Manhattan 
location is open and that no 
violations were found dur-
ing the most recent inspec-
tion conducted Jan. 25.

Avella said the task 
force would be made up of 
relevant city agencies.

“The Health Depart-
ment did shut them down, 
has come up with proto-

cols, which is nice, but we 
cannot trust Spa Castle to 
self-monitor itself because 
they’ve been shown to con-
sistently violate the regula-
tions,” he said.

The senator said he has 
been asking for the task 
force to be created for the 
past two years but has yet 
to receive a response from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

“It just boggles the mind 
that Mayor de Blasio doesn’t 
seem to care,” Avella said.

In March, Spa Castle 
CEO Steve Chon wrote a let-
ter to the spa’s guests not-
ing that the spa was insti-
tuting a series of improved 
policies and procedures, in-
cluding adjusting opening 
hours to 8 a.m. from 6 a.m., 
strengthening enforce-
ment of the zero-tolerance 
policy on intoxication and 
increasing surveillance 
of the spa pool areas with 
more staffing. 

He also said the spa was 
making a handful of up-
grades to the facility’s in-
frastructure and that most 
of the facility would be 
complete and ready to open 
by March 16.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

The Spa Castle reopened at the end of April after a girl nearly drowned in one of its pools at the end 
of February. Google Earth
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Blaz to DOT: Forget CB4’s bike lane vote
Queens Boulevard project sparks showdown between politicians, residents over scope of proposal

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio told 
officials at the city DOT 
Wednesday to ignore Com-
munity Board 4 and to in-
clude bike lanes when the 
$100 million reconstruction 
project for Queens Boule-
vard begins Phase Two  in 
July. On Tuesday night, 
CB4 Chairman Louis Walk-
er pushed a motion to vote 
on the plan without includ-
ing the bike lanes and it 
passed by a 31-1 vote.

Following a DOT pre-
sentation of the plan, board 
members questioned the 
loss of 88 parking spots 
along the commercial to 
make way for the bike 
lanes, one questioned if 
there had been enough out-
reach to Elmhurst’s large 
immigrant community, and 
District Manager Christian 
Cassagnol pointed out that 
there had been “zero bicy-
cle death” on the boulevard 
from 74th Strret to Eliot Av-

enue where Phase Two will 
be implemented.

That’s when Walker 
dropped his bombshell.

“I don’t think Queens 
Boulevard is necessarily 
the place for a bike lane. 
Put it on Woodside Avenue 

or Grand Avenue” he said. 
“This is not a park, this is a 
heavily traveled vehicular 
roadway.”

That set off a chaotic 
scene inside the ballroom of 
Italian Charities of Ameri-
ca where the vote was held. 

Cycling and street safety 
advocates, who had been 
shouted down by board 
members all evening, 
erupted in anger as several 
members of the board who 
supported the bikes lane 
stormed out of the meeting. 

Some didn’t notice the vote 
taking place. 

Less than a day later, the 
mayor put his foot down.

“I respect those who 
disagree with us, but in 
the end, the safety of our 
neighbors and our children 
is the most fundamental 
responsibility we have in 
this work,” de Blasio said. 
“Today, I have instructed 
the Department of Trans-
portation to move forward 
on the next phase of safety 
enhancements to Queens 
Boulevard, including a 
protected lane for cyclists. 
Achieving Vision Zero 
means protecting the lives 
of everyone on our streets, 
whether they are walking, 
in a wheelchair, in a car 
or a bike. We are commit-
ted to ending the senseless 
loss of life on our streets, 
and there is no more potent 
symbol of that transforma-
tion than Queens Boule-
vard. Working together, 
we will close the book on 

the Boulevard of Death and 
make this roadway a Boule-
vard of Life.”

CB4 had no further com-
ment following the mayor’s 
action. Cycling advocates 
were thrilled with the may-
or’s decree. 

Transportation Alterna-
tives, which points to DOT 
figures that show cycling 
in the city has increased 
320 percent since 1990, had 
dozens of members in the 
ballroom.

“Mayor de Blasio has 
shown true Vision Zero 
leadership by restating his 
strong commitment to pro-
tected bike lanes on Queens 
Boulevard and clarifying 
that the DOT will move 
forward despite efforts by 
some community board 
members to undermine the 
safety project,” TA Execu-
tive Director Paul Steely 
White said, calling into 
question CB4’s logic in leav-
ing the bike lanes out of the 
second phase. 

Safe streets advocate Lizi Rahman is relieved that Mayor de Blasio overruled CB4's rejection of a bike 
lane while Councilman Daniel Dromm called it an essential component to providing a safer Queens 
Boulevard.  Photo by Bill Parry

Kitty Genovese’s infamous death revisited with book by professor
BY MADINA TOURE

A University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas professor who 
wrote a book exploring the 
circumstances surround-
ing the death of 29-year-
old Kew Gardens resident 
Kitty Genovese, an Italian-
American woman stabbed 
to death in 1964, attacked 
and outlined the media cov-
erage of the crime at a dis-
cussion at Queens College 
Monday afternoon. 

Marcia Gallo, associ-
ate professor of history at 
the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, published “‘No 
One Helped’: Kitty Geno-
vese, New York City and 
the Myth of Urban Apathy” 
in 2015, which explores the 
story of Catherine “Kitty” 
Genovese, whose rape and 
murder in Kew Gardens 
shaped the narrative of by-
standers who failed to help 

their neighbors.
Gallo said she wanted 

her book to focus more on 
the life of Genovese, which 
she said “was basically 
erased from the story.” Gen-
ovese was raised in Brook-
lyn but spent more than 

half of her life in Queens.
But she could not find 

sources, especially in Gen-
ovese’s own words.

“I had to try to under-
stand the story and as I 
became more and more 
fascinated by the story and 

the way it was constructed, 
I realized there was a story 
behind the story as there of-
ten is and that I had to start 
with the contradictions in 
the narrative,” Gallo said. 

Genovese, the manager 
of a Hollis bar, arrived home 
at 3:20 a.m. at 82-62 Austin 
St., an apartment house in 
Kew Gardens next to the 
LIRR station on March 13, 
1964 . Winston Moseley, 
then 29 and a South Ozone 
Park business machine op-
erator, who recently died 
after 52 years in prison, 
was driving a Covair, got 
out, chased after Genovese 
and stabbed her.

A New York Times story 
written by Martin Gansberg 
under the direction of A.M. 
Rosenthal, the metro editor 
at the time, in March 1964 
claimed that “38 respect-
able, law-abiding citizens 
in Queens watched a killer 

stalk and stab a woman in 
three separate attacks in 
Kew Gardens.” The story 
was headlined “37 Who 
Saw Murder Didn’t Call the 
Police.” 

Gallo said the fact that 
Genovese was a lesbian 
and had a lover, Mary Ann 
Zielonko, with whom she 
shared her apartment, 
was not included in stories 
about the crime. 

She also said there was 
little attention given to Mo-
seley’s other victims, also 
Queens residents. 

After Moseley was ar-
rested on March 19, 1964, he 
confessed to killing Geno-
vese as well as South Ozone 
Park resident Annie Mae 
Johnson, 24, an African-
American woman, in Feb-
ruary 1964, and Springfield 
Gardens resident Barbara 
Kralik, 15, in July 1963.

She noted that at the 

time there was a lot of civ-
il rights activism, which 
was reflected in New York 
Times headlines at the 
time. 

Changing white liberal 
attitudes about race and the 
silences surrounding Mose-
ley’s other victims shaped 
the Genovese narrative, 
she said, which Rosenthal 
reflected on in his book, 
“Thirty-Eight Witnesses: 
The Kitty Genovese Case.” 

“In his writings, Rosen-
thal is  equating anti-racist 
activism with ‘impersonal 
social action’ and charging 
both black and white New 
Yorkers who were involved 
in the integration fight 
with insensitivity and in-
difference,” she said.

There are a number of 
details about her neigh-
bors’ actions that are now 
known, Gallo said. 

University of Nevada—Las Vegas professor Marcia Gallo said Kitty 
Genovese's neighbors were vilified by the news media.  

Photo by Madina Toure
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
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All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

Two streets co-named to honor civic leaders
BY BILL PARRY

An Astoria street was 
co-named in honor of the 
late community leader 
Demetris Kastanas last 
Saturday. Family mem-
bers and community lead-
ers joined City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) and state As-
semblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) at the 
intersection of 31st Avenue 
and Steinway Street where 
“Demetris Kastanas Way” 
was unveiled.

Kastanas founded the 
National Greek Channel 
 program in 1975 and ex-
panded the program into 
its own channel in 1987. He 
also founded Eseis Maga-
zine, a biweekly publica-
tion that focused on issues 
affecting the Greek-Ameri-
can community as a whole.

Through these forms of 
media, he created an oppor-
tunity for the Greek-Amer-
ican community, many of 

whom were not native Eng-
lish speakers, to directly 
engage with news and cur-
rent events.

“Demetris Kastanas 
helped promote Hellenism 
and democratic values 
throughout his life,” Con-
stantinides said. “We honor 
him because he served as a 
great example of civic en-

gagement. As the founder 
of the first Greek-language 
channel, he made news and 
entertainment accessible to 
Greek Americans through-
out our city and our coun-
try.”

Kastanas also spread 
awareness of charitable 
causes and helped raise 
donations for worthy orga-

nizations such as the Greek 
Children’s Cancer Fund.

“Kastanas was a tele-
vision pioneer whose 
hard work and dedication 
touched and bettered the 
lives of so many Greek im-
migrants and Greek Amer-
icans,” Simotas said. “I 
have such fond memories of 
my time visiting his station 

to express my best wishes 
to his listeners for the holi-
days and special occasions, 
both as a young student 
and in my current role rep-
resenting our Astoria com-
munity.”

Kastanas died in 2013 
at the age of 70 due to com-
plications following open 
heart surgery.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said there 
is not a single Greek Ameri-
can in New York whose life 
was not touched by Kasta-
nas.

“I have fond memories 
of watching his Saturday 
afternoon television show 
with my grandmother when 
I was a child, as it was the 
center of the Greek commu-
nity at the time,” he said. “It 
is an honor to continue his 
legacy through the addition 
of ‘Demetris Kastanas Way’ 
right here in Astoria.”

Meanwhile, 104th Street 
and 48th Avenue in Corona 
was co-named for the late 

Edward Guida Satuday. 
Guida, born and raised in 
Corona, was a longtime  
city marshal who had a dif-
ficult job evicting people 
from their businesses and 
apartments, but would 
slow his jobs down for 
holidays, according to City 
Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copelend (D-East 
Elmhurst).

He was also a funeral di-
rector at the family-owned 
Guida Funeral Home and 
was active in the communi-
ty, working with the Coro-
na Lions Club and donating 
to charities. Guida diedin 
May, 2014 after a sudden ill-
ness.

Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) called Guida a 
champion of the neighbor-
hood and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said not only was Guida 
well liked in the commu-
nity, he was also very well 
respected.

The family of Demetris Kastana holds his street sign alongside Councilman Costa Constantinides and 
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas. Photo courtesy Constantinides' office
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From May 16-18, the 26th 
Annual Legislative Student 
Exhibit sponsored by the 
New York State Art Teachers 
Association (NYSATA), with 
the support of the New York 
State United Teachers (NY-
SUT), presents the selected 
work of seniors, Joseph Affa-
tato, Nicholas Aguilar, Rocco 
Odell, and William Onofre.

The exhibit, which fea-
tures over 300 pieces of work 
from grades K-12, will be 
displayed from Monday to 
Wednesday, May 16-18 from 
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. with 
the exception of Wednesday, 
May 18, when the time is 9:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. The open-
ing reception is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 18 from 
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. on the 
third floor terrace of the leg-
islative office building lobby 
located at: 198 State Street, 
Albany, New York 12248. 

A special thanks to art 
teachers, Joanna Del Giu-
dice and Angela Liotta for 
their consistent dedication 
to art education. Congratu-
lations to our four students 
on their invitation to this 
wonderful event! 

For more information, 
please visit: www.nysata.org/
legislative-exhibit

Eight-years ago, Peter 
Martin, former football 
coach at both Cardinal 
Hayes and Cardinal Spell-
man High Schools, began 
the Big East Blast – a cel-
ebration which recognizes 
the eight original schools 
that formed what is known 
today as the Catholic High 
School Football League 
(CHSFL). 

Over 200 former and 
present football coaches 
and players are involved in 
the Big East Blast event and 
arrive from over 13 states 
across the nation. These 
men include many origi-

nals who have dedicated 
themselves to the game that 
comprises their very soul – 
football. 

Formed in the 1950s, the 
CHSFL’s foundation was 
built as a result of many 
public high schools com-
peting against one another, 
but not the Catholic insti-
tutions. At its beginning, 
the original eight schools 
were Archbishop Stepi-
nac High School, Cardinal 
Hayes High School, Cardi-
nal Spellman High School, 
Chaminade High School, 
Holy Cross High School, 
Iona Preparatory School, 

Mount Saint Michael Acad-
emy, and St. Francis Prepa-
ratory School. Now, decades 
later, the CHSFL is made up 
of more than 20 local high 
schools. 

This year’s Big East Blast 
marked the highest turn-
out for the group. Everyone 
from original head coaches 
from Holy Cross’ first grad-
uating class in 1959 showed 
to 2006 alumnus and for-
mer Giants wide-receiver 
for the National Football 
League (NFL), Kevin Ogle-
tree. Coaches and alumni 
had a wonderful time remi-
niscing with lots of laughs at 

the 2016 Big East Blast. The 
football fanatics spoke of the 
glory days on the field and 
how their love of the game 
is truly embedded in what 
makes them who they were 
and who they have become. 

We thank these men for 
their long-standing com-
mitment to Holy Cross High 
School and all schools. Addi-
tionally, we thank them for 
expending much of their lives 
to playing many great games 
and forming thousands of 
amazing football players. 
Well done, gentlemen!

Authored by Dr. Teresa 
Augustyniak

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Holy Cross is Invited to the 26th Annual  
Legislative Student Exhibit in Albany

Holy Cross’ 2016 Big East Blast Football Reunion
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BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 
turned down an applica-
tion seeking to construct 
a three-story, two-family 
home in Flushing at its 
monthly board meeting 
Monday night. Board 
members were confused 
about the number of bed-
rooms due to a lack of vi-
sual rendering of the proj-
ect. 

At the meeting at 
Union Care Plaza Center 
in downtown Flushing, 
board members expressed 
concern about the missing 
official letters signing off 
on the proposal from two 
out of three city agencies 
and confusion over the 
number of bedrooms.

The attorney represent-
ing the developer, Michael 
Nacmias, seemed to be 
mixing up numbers and 
kept flipping through his 
notes throughout the pre-
sentation as multiple mem-
bers spoke out at once. 

“We don’t have the of-
ficial forms that we were 
required to have, the DOT 
letter and the Fire Depart-
ment letter,” CB 7 Chair-
man Gene Kelty said. “On 
the other side, we’ll send 
out a letter to BSA ...  say-
ing why we disapprove 
with this use, how this 
should be re-evaluated.”

The proposal seeks to 
build a three-story family 
dwelling at 42-29/31 149th 
Street. The first and sec-

ond floor are one apart-
ment duplex. 

The first floor has two 
bedrooms, the second floor 
has four bedrooms and 
the third floor has three 
bedrooms. There is also a 
boiler room in the cellar. 
The number of bathrooms 
is unknown. 

John Tsavalos, a mem-
ber of the board’s Zoning 
and Land Use Committee, 
said Nacmias presented 
the proposal to the com-
mittee April 6.

Tsavalos said the com-

mittee asked him to pro-
vide letters from the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation and the Fire Depart-
ment but only got a letter 
from the city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion.

He also said Nacmias 
told him he could not sup-
ply a rendering because it 
costs $1,000 and that the 
statement of facts dated 
Nov. 4, 2015 indicated that 
the proposed development 
is for two, three-story two-
family homes.

“The applicant must 
provide clarification as 
to whether the proposal 
is for a single or multiple 
residential building and 
the total number of resi-
dential units,” Tsavalos 
said.

Nacmias did not bring 
any visual board or ren-
dering showing the pro-
posal, which made it more 
difficult for board mem-
bers to understand the 
proposal. 

BY BILL PARRY

The city pitched its Brook-
lyn-Queens Connector street-
car proposal in its first public 
visioning session Monday in 
Astoria. Many in the crowd 
of 75 at the Variety Boys & 
Girls Club were skeptical of 
the cost-benefit of the $2.5 bil-
lion project that would con-
nect 16 miles of East River 
waterfront from Astoria to 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn.

“It’s not a little amount of 
money and you have to won-
der why can’t you just send a 
bus along the route,” retired 
construction worker Pete 
Trivias asked. “Why do all 
this cost now when you could 
provide the buses and you’re 
done?”

According to 2014 census 
data presented at the meet-
ing, 58 percent of residents 
living along the route do not 
own cars and 67 percent use 
public transit to get to work, 

but many of the commuters 
live more than a half mile 
away from a subway stop and 
could use a more efficient way 
to travel between boroughs.

“The MTA can be a pain 
sometimes,” Astoria resident 
Andre Stithe said. “Trains 
are hard. Buses are hard. You 
know it gives you a faster way 
of moving around and for me 
it will be good.”

Officials from the city’s 
Economic Development Cor-
poration and Department of 
Transportation made a pre-
sentation to the crowd.

“The mode of transit, in 
part, needs to be responsive 
to density,” Deputy Commis-
sioner Ryan Russo said. “We 
have to think hard about 
the best way over the long 
term to serve what is an exit-
ing amount of development, 
change and job generation so 
that’s where the vision comes 
from.”

Astoria residents question the Brooklyn-Queens Connector proj-
ect during a visioning session with city officials Monday. 

Photo courtesy Constantinides' office

Community Board 7 First Vice Chairman Chuck Apelian (l-r), Chairman Gene Kelty and attorney 
Michael Nacmias listen as board members weigh in on the proposal.  Photo by Madina Toure

Astorians fi rst to have
BQX street car session

Ash Avenue plan rejected 
CB 7 blasts incomplete proposal for two-family home
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 
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MAY 15TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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tus and they’ve partnered 
up with us.” 

The 180-year-old estab-
lishment has been a hang-
out for Woodhaven resi-
dents since the days when 
the Union Course Horse 
Racing Track was situated 
along 78th Street, and the 
aesthetic appeal of the inte-
rior has drawn the likes of 
Martin Scorsese and other 
filmmakers. 

The tavern, known to 
many as the oldest continu-
ously operating bar in New 
York City, also serves as a 
unique location for the film 
industry. The mafia classic 
“Goodfellas” had scenes 
that were filmed in Neir’s, 
according to the tavern’s 
website, and the Emmy 
Award-winning show “New 
York Originals” also shot 

scenes at the bar.
“I’m a firefighter and 

a business owner who’s 
trying to make things 
happen,”Gordon said. “ I’ve 
been waiting to do this for 
several years, and now we 
have a concerted effort to 
push that agenda forward.”

Maria Thomson is the 
executive director of the 
Woodhaven Business Im-
provement District and an 
advocate for Neir’s achiev-
ing landmark status. Ac-
cording to Thomson, the 
other attempts to achieve 
this goal have been fruit-
less, but she believes the 
work that Gordon and 
Crowley are doing are part 
of a different, more effec-
tive approach.

A renovation took place 
once Gordon purchased  the 
business in 2009, Thomson 
said, but most of the fea-
tures are original. The en-
tire building is clad in an-

cient cedar, the inside has 
pressed tin ceilings and 
walls and the front door 
dog-ears the corner of the 
building.

“Neir’s is already a 
landmark in the eyes of 
countless people, and is 
really like no other place 
in the city. It has lasted 
through generations upon 
generations of patrons and 
is a staple in Woodhaven,” 
Crowley said. “It is the 
feeling of familiarity, fam-
ily and community that 
makes Neir’s more than 
just a bar—it is home, it is 
part of our lives. The LPC 
should more often look to-
wards our borough of rich, 
historic treasures... During 
a time when development 
is on the rise in our city, so 
many mom-and-pop stores 
and small businesses lose 
out to bigger companies. We 
cannot risk that happening 
to Neir’s Tavern.”

week he introduced two 
bills cracking down on 
businesses citywide that 
park cars on sidewalks, 
creating a hazard for pe-
destrians who are forced to 
walk on the street. 

Sidewalk parking by 
business is not only partic-
ularly dangerous for people 
with disabilities or parents 
with young children, it 
causes structural damage 
to sidewalks, which are not 
designed to hold the weight 
of parked cars. While it is 
currently illegal to park 
on a city sidewalk, the law 
is under-enforced and for 
many businesses, the $115 
ticket is not a deterrent. 

Majority Leader Van 
Bramer’s bills will hit busi-
nesses where it hurts by 
increasing fines and allow-
ing the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs to revoke the 
business licenses of repeat 
offenders.

 “When businesses use 
sidewalks as parking lots, 
it puts communities in dan-
ger,” Van Bramer said. “Too 
often, these establishments 
figure in the occasional 
parking ticket as just a cost 
of doing business. We need 
to hit them where it hurts. 
My bills, introduced with 

Council member Espinal, 
will increase fines and al-
low the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs to suspend 
or revoke the business li-
censes of repeat violators. 
By punishing businesses 
in a real and tangible way, 
we can get cars off the side-
walks and keep communi-
ties safe.”

The first bill, Intro 
1179-2016, makes parking 
vehicles in a sidewalk or 
crosswalk a violation for 
the following types of DCA-
licensed businesses: used 
car dealers, parking garag-
es and lots, tow companies, 
and car washes. The bill 
states the commissioner 
will suspend or revoke the 
license of businesses found 
to be in violation more 

than twice in one year. The 
second bill, Intro 1180-2016, 
directs the commissioner 
of Finance to implement 
increasing penalties for re-
peat violators.

“It is absolutely unac-
ceptable for car dealerships 
to use the pedestrian side-
walk as an extra parking 
lot for their vehicle inven-
tory,” Make Queens Safer 
Co-founder Laura Newman 
said. “Cars on the sidewalk 
force pedestrians into traf-
fic. Car dealerships tend 
to be on heavily trafficked 
roadways where pedestri-
ans are placed at great risk 
stepping off the curb and 
into oncoming traffic. The 
sidewalk is the pedestrian 
safe zone.” 

Continued from Page 1 

Sidewalk

Continued from Page 1 

Neir’s

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer introduces legislation that would 
punish businesses that park cars on public sidewalks.
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BASKETBALL CAMP
The goal of the Holy Cross Basketball Camp is to develop a complete 
basketball player. This is achieved by teaching proper fundaments of the 
game in a positive, encouraging environment. Sportsmanship, teamwork, 
confidence and individual drive are the keys to enjoying success both on 
and off the basketball court. These qualities will be emphasized in safe, 
supervised and enjoyable surroundings at Holy Cross.

CAMP PHILOSOPHY

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL
26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358

www.holycrosshs.org

SESSION I
Monday 6/27 – Friday 7/1
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION II
Tuesday 7/5 – Friday 7/8
9:00 am – 4:30 pm

SESSION III
Monday 7/11 – Friday 7/15

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION IV

Monday 7/18 – Friday 7/22
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

ESTABLISHED IN  1986

Anniversary

For more than 60 years, Holy Cross High 
School, a Catholic secondary school for 
young men, has dedicated itself to nurtur-
ing and developing the minds and hearts 
of it’s student. Since its founding in 1955, 
more than 15,000 students have walked 
through its doors.
Chartered by the Board of Regents of 
the University of the State of New York 
and accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
schools, Holy Cross offers a full college-
preparatory curriculum. Holy Cross High 
School is sponsored by the Congregation 
of Holy Cross.

BY MARK HALLUM

The PAL Eddie Byrne 
Center in Jamaica hosted 
this year’s Prom Impact, a 
donation service in which 
underprivileged high 
school students could find 
formal wear for their proms 
free of charge. 

Thanks to the efforts 
of coordinators and do-
nors, students from across 
Queens were able to find 
dresses and suits to both 
impress their peers on the 
big night and be worn for 
years to come. 

Detective Tanya 
Duheney from the 113th Po-
lice Precinct’s Community 
Affairs unit has organized 
the event for the past four 
years. Giving back to the 
community is an important 
part of her life. According 
to Duheney and her part-
ner, Dorrin Ferguson, do-
nations and turnout went far beyond expectations. “Our goal was 100, but we wound up with 400 dress-

es and about 300 pairs of 
shoes,” Duheney said. “The 
teenagers here aren’t able 
to go to their proms because 
they couldn’t afford to buy 
prom dresses. When I men-
tioned it to them during our 
mentor program, they loved 
it.”

The detective recalled 
her own experience prepar-
ing for the prom.

“I wasn’t able to buy a 
$400 dress for my prom, my 
dress was made,” she said, 
“So for me to bring this to 
these girls, it’s a thrill for 
me. I’m so happy.”

One by one, girls came 
out of the dressing room 
with a dress that was just 
right for them.

Mercedes Delbrune, 18, 
attends the Academy of 
Medical Technology in Far 
Rockaway and was able to 
find a dress to her liking 
after one of the volunteers 
made a recommendation for 

her. 
“I love it. It’s a halter, it 

has rhinestones on it. Its 
black and flowing. It’s per-
fect,” Mercedes said. “Prom 
means everything is open, 
we’re going to have to grow 
up, pay bills. We just want 
to have fun.  It’s going to be 
our last time being out to-
gether.”

Brianna Cannon, 18, 
from Benjamin Cardozo 
High School in Bayside, 
talked about how she was 
able to score a dress that 
matched her personality. 

“I found this dress af-
ter looking through all the 
other dresses. I knew that 
it was going to work for me 
because it’s so sparkly,” Bri-
anna said. “I don’t have to 
worry about buying a dress. 
They can go up to $600, and 
people donated these. All I 
have to worry about is my 
ticket.”

Mercedes Delbrune, 18, found the perfect dress at Prom Impact hosted by NYPD. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Prom Impact brings joy to students across Queens
NYPD hosts dress-and-tuxedo giveaway at PAL center in Jamaica to help high schoolers in need



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 15

, 2
01

6
10

that warrant the decision 
making?”

After a New York Times 
investigative report in May 
on nail salon abuses of per-
sonnel, Cuomo launched 
a task force and imposed 
emergency regulations 
May 18 to crack down on 
violations. 

Kim has argued that 
Cuomo has extended his 
state of emergency three 
times to unilaterally take 
punitive measures against 
nail salon workers and 
owners.

The assemblyman and 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton 
(D-Brooklyn) are pushing 
for new legislation that 
would require the task 
force and other relevant 
state agencies to disclose 
more specific information 
about the sites probed.

Kim said Cuomo and his 

task force’s use of state re-
sources likely led to micro-
targeting of mostly Asian-
American small business 
owners. 

The Transparency in 
Enforcement Act would 
require state agencies to 
be more transparent in in-
spections by reporting on 
all closed or pending cases 
and making the region, gen-
der and race of the business 
owners public information.

In May 2015, Cuomo 
formed the Nail Salon In-
dustry Enforcement Task 
Force to tackle exploita-
tion and abuse of nail salon 
workers. 

The governor said the 
task force, which is led by 
the state Labor Depart-
ment, has opened investi-
gations into more than 450 
nail salon businesses and 
has completed 383 to date. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Salons
of other cities,” de Blasio 
said.

Queens Council mem-
bers who voted in favor of 
the bill include Council-
men Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side), Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and Julissa Ferre-
ras (D-East Elmhurst).

“The unsustainable sta-
tus quo must be addressed 
by finding ways to encour-
age sustainable habits,” 
Constantinides said. 

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
and Councilmen Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oak-
land Gardens) and Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) voted 
against the bill. Council-
man Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park) was not pres-
ent for the vote due to med-

ical reasons.
Koslowitz said a bet-

ter incentive would have 
been a 5-cent discount for 
customers who bring a bag 
with them to the grocery 
store.

She said there are 
people in her district who 
live on fixed incomes and 
she had received “so many 
phone calls” about the 
bill.

“Even now when I’m 
walking in the street, peo-
ple stop and say, ‘Thank 
you for voting against it,’” 
she said. 

Ahead of the vote, 

Grodenchik said the City 
Council is placing “yet an-
other burden” on working 
men, women and seniors.  

“If this intro passes 
and is signed into law and 
three-quarters of the bags 
are no longer dispensed, 
that would still leave us 
with 2,325,000,000 bags 
being dispensed annu-
ally,” Grodenchik said. 
“At a nickel a pop, that is 
$116,250,000 flowing di-
rectly out of the wallets of 
New Yorkers and into mer-
chants’ hands.”

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 

said the city has always 
worked toward the goal of 
being an environmentally 
responsible city.

“With this legislation, 
we can take a step toward 
a cleaner and sustainable 
city by incentivizing New 
Yorkers to not add to the 
billions of carry out bags 
currently being used each 
year,” Mark-Viverito said.

The city pays an es-
timated $12.5 million to 
transport 91,000 tons of 
plastic bags and paper 
carry-out bags to landfills 
in other states each year. 
New Yorkers use 9.37 bil-
lion carryout bags per 
year, the vast majority of 
which are not recycled.

The commissioner for 
the city Department of 
Sanitation will have to 
establish an outreach and 
education program aimed 
at educating residents and 
covered stores by increas-
ing the distribution of re-
usable carryout bags.

Residents in households 
with an annual income be-
low 200 percent of the fed-
eral poverty line will get 
priority

Continued from Page 1 

Bag fees

Council members are split over a new minimum 5-cent grocery 
bag fee. Photo by Richard Drew/AP

E-MAIL THE NEWSROOM AT
TIMESLEDGERNEWS@CNGLOCAL.COM
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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