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BY MADINA TOURE

Three Whitestone resi-
dents, one Bayside resident and 
one Oakland Gardens resident 
are among 18 individuals from 
the Genovese organized crime 
family who have been indicted 
on racketeering offenses, in-
cluding conspiracy to commit 
murder  and illegal gambling, 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara 
announced last week.

Of the 18 defendants 
charged, 17 are in custody, 
including 13 defendants who 
were arrested May 13 as part 
of a collaborative effort by the 
FBI, NYPD and Nassau Coun-
ty Police Department, accord-
ing to Bharara. 

The 17 defendants in cus-
tody—who hail from Queens, 
Staten Island, the Bronx, 
Brooklyn and Long Island—
were scheduled to be appear 
May 13 before U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Ronald Ellis in Man-
hattan federal court, Bharara 
said. 

“With today’s charges, 
we strike an important blow 
against the Genovese crime 
family,” he said. “Whether 
you are an old school made 
member of the mob or a young 
street criminal looking to join 
it, the message today is clear: 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The five Democratic can-
didates in the race to succeed 
retiring U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) gathered for a civ-
il debate in Great Neck Tues-
day on issues that touched the 
part of the district that lies in 
Queens.

 The event, which was mod-
erated by former Newsday col-
umnist Larry Levy, brought 
former Nassau County Execu-
tive Tom Suozzi, North Hemp-
stead Town Councilwoman 
Anna Kaplan, attorney Jona-
than Clarke, former North 
Hempstead Town Supervi-
sor Jon Kaiman and Suffolk 
County Legislator Steve Stern 
together to discuss campaign 
financing, turmoil in the Mid-
dle East and procuring federal 
dollars for state projects.  

The debate was sponsored 
by the Great Neck Democrat-
ic Club, which held a straw 
poll of club members in good 
standing at the conclusion of 
the event, asking which can-
didate won the debate. Accord-
ing to the official count of 62 
total votes, Kaiman handily 
won the debate with 49 votes. 
Suozzi was in second place 
with six votes.

Clarke was the only can-
didate to express unfettered 
support for President Barack 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park), the only Republi-
can lawmaker in Queens, is 
exploring a possible mayoral 
run to unseat Mayor Bill de 
Blasio in 2017.

Ulrich, 31, filed paperwork 

last Friday with the state 
Board of Elections to estab-
lish an exploratory commit-
tee, “Ulrich 2017.” He did not 
specify which office he might 
run for when he filed the pa-
perwork, which means that for 
the time being Ulrich can raise 
funds for a potential mayoral 

campaign or can later decide 
to turn his attention towards 
a 2017 re-election campaign 
for his seat in the council. His 
District 32 includes parts of 
Belle Harbor, Breezy Point, 
Ozone Park, Rockaway Beach 
and Woodhaven.

Continued on Page 46

Her name is Coffee and, for five seasons now, the pit bull mix has been greeting fans getting off the 
No. 7 train on outside Citi Field. Winning baseball has been very, very good to Coffee. Since the Mets 
became contenders in the National League last year, her nightly take from posing for pictures has 
nearly doubled, her owner says.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Genovese clan
charged with
racketeering

Eric Ulrich considers mayoral run  

Dems debate for Israel seat
Five candidates discuss issues in northeast Queens congressional race

BASEBALL AND A HOT DOG
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BY MADINA TOURE 
 
The search for a Whites-

tone woman who has been 
missing since September 2015 
has been reignited. 

The NYPD re-released an 
alert \May 5 for Maria Bra-
bazon, 55, who was last seen 
Sept. 5., On that day, a neigh-
bor’s home surveillance cam-
era recorded her walking on 
14th Avenue toward the inter-
section with 152nd Street in 
Whitestone.

About a month later, Beau 
Dietl & Associates, a private 
investigation company in 
Manhattan, announced at a 
news conference in Bayside 
that the 109th Precinct Detec-
tive Squad and the NYPD’s 
Missing Persons Unit had 
launched a search for Braba-
zon in collaboration with the 
firm. 

Peter Brabazon, Maria’s 
husband, said Detective San-
tos of the Missing Persons 
Unit has been working on the 
case.   But no new informa-
tion has yet emerged.

“The NYPD has shown a 
renewed interest and Detec-
tive Santos has been doing 
additional things,” he said. 
“They did aerial searches 
in New York City and other 
things. He said the case is 
very active and they are look-
ing very hard.”

Brabazon said the family 
plans to add more informa-
tion about the case to the 
National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System, 
a missing persons database, 
to which Maria was added. 

He said the status of the 
investigation has remained 
the same. “It’s been over 
eight months since we’ve 
seen Maria,” he said.

The family also has a 
website, www.mariabraba-
zon.com, with her photo, a 
description and contact in-
formation for Beau Dietl and 

the Missing Persons Hotline. 
Mark Pucci, executive vice 

president of Beau Dietl & As-
sociates and the lead investi-
gator in the case, previously 
said the firm had performed 
standard investigative proto-
col, which entails reviewing 
the initial response from the 
NYPD, interviewing fam-
ily members and neighbors, 
searching for video cameras 
in the area and canvassing 
stores in the Whitestone 
Shopping Center. 

Pucci could not be reached 
for comment.

In early November, Pucci 
said the firm used three 
separate dog teams as part of 
the search. The firm put out 
National Crime Information 
Center alerts and got help 
from police in the Nassau 
County and Massapequa-
Amityville area. 

The firm  also searched 
the public and park areas 
in the vicinity of the Throgs 
Neck Bridge, including Little 
Bay Park, Clear Bay Park 
Golf Course and open areas 
near Fort Totten.

At the time, the firm re-
ceived an alert about a wom-
an who looked like Maria at 
a store in the Amityville-
Massapequa area, where she 
shopped frequently at thrift 
stores and antique shops. But 
it turned out to be a Polish 
woman. Maria has a Bavar-
ian accent.
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
 After serving for two years 

as commanding officer of the 
109th Precinct, Capt. Thomas 
Conforti has been transferred 
to the Crime Prevention Divi-
sion where he will serve as 
commanding officer. 

He will be replaced by 
Deputy Inspector Judith Har-
rison, who previously served 
at the 112th Precinct, accord-
ing to Vanna Partridge, the 
precinct community council’s 
president. Harrison will be at 
the council’s June meeting. 

In his new position, Con-
forti is currently a deputy in-
spector and will eventually 
become an inspector. 

In a May 13 farewell  mes-
sage on the Precinct Commu-
nity Council’s Facebook page, 
Conforti said the precinct had 
the lowest number of robbers 
“in modern times” in 2014 and 
the lowest number of stolen 
autos and burglaries in 2015 
since the 1960s.  

He cited the NYPD’s Idea-
Scale website, which started in 
the 109th Precinct, as a major 
achievement under his leader-
ship. IdeaScale is a web-based 
platform where residents post 
their quality of life concerns .

“Community-wise, the 
strength of the community/
police partnership has nev-
er been stronger,” Conforti 
wrote. “The dedication that 
each civic association dem-
onstrates is incomparable. It 
shows the great pride and con-
cern that each of you have for 
your community.”

He also touted a new com-
munity policing program in 
which the precinct’s cover-
age area was divided into six 
areas—College Point, Whit-
estone, Flushing, Bay Ter-
race, downtown Flushing and 
Auburndale—each with 10 of-
ficers who would be dedicated 
exclusively to one area.

“In just over one month, 
the results are phenomenal 
and, more importantly, there 
are more police officers on the 
streets of Whitestone, College 
Point, Flushing and (addition-
ally in) Kissena Park  now than 
have been there in the past 20 
years,” he added.

Partridge shot down a 
rumor that Conforti was be-
ing reassigned in light of the 
ongoing investigation into 
two police officers who were 
charged with taking bribes 
from karaoke club owners in 
exchange for protection from 
police raids. She said com-
manding officers are usually 
transferred every two to three 
years.

“This is also due to the fact 
that he worked closely with 
IAB (NYPD’s Internal Affairs 
Bureau) to help bring this to 
light,” Partridge said. “So this 
transfer is giving him more 
responsibility and leading to a 
promotion path.”

Conforti’s ties to the pre-

cinct are deep. He recalls vis-
iting the arcade at Adventures 
Inn on Linden Place and 28th 
Avenue in his early years; 
buying his first Walkman 
on Main Street; working at 
Stern’s Department Store on 
Roosevelt Avenue, where he 
met his wife, and going to Fort 
Totten for the annual summer 
carnival and fireworks.

He resided in the 109th Pre-
cinct area from 1997 to 1999 
while he was working as a 
sergeant in the Bronx, and he 
has been assigned to the pre-
cinct for seven years, serving 
as both detective commander 
and commanding officer.

Partridge said his last-
ing legacy was that he always 
sought to interact directly 
with residents. 

“He embraced social me-
dia and he was able to connect 
with the community, through 
IdeaScale especially, and 
through that he was able to 
help them with their issues,” 
Partridge said. 

MARIA BRABAZON
 Photo courtesy NYPD

Capt. Thomas Conforti will now serve as the commanding officer of the 
NYPD's Crime Prevention Division. Photo by Michael Shain 

Missing woman case 
in Whitestone active

109th Pct. boss leaves
Capt. Conforti to head up Crime Prevention Division
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BY MADINA TOURE

A new stroke center has 
opened at The Grand at Queens 
nursing home in Whitestone, 
coinciding with May’s Ameri-
can Stroke Month. The center 
is intended to meet a growing 
demand for dedicated stroke 
rehabilitation centers. Some 
800,000 people suffer a stroke 
each year, according to the 
Grand.

The Walter Strauss Stroke 
Center, housed in the 179-bed 
facility at 157-15 19th Ave., 
offers health care services, 
which include education, neu-
rology, recreation, social ser-
vices, occupational therapy, 
orthopedic, physical therapy, 
nutrition, psychiatry and sup-
port groups. 

The center is a dedicated 
12-bed wing for individuals re-
covering from strokes. It has a 
nursing staff that has received 
specialized training in stroke 
rehabilitation and recovery as 
well as a gym with the latest 
stroke rehabilitation equip-

ment.
Dan Muskin, regional ad-

ministrator for The Grand; 
Jake Walden, vice president 
of business development; and 
Andrew Weissman of Guil-
derland Center Rehabilitation 
gave TimesLedger a tour of 
the facility before the ribbon-
cutting ceremony May 12. 

More than 150 people at-
tended the ceremony, includ-
ing community leaders, local 
dignitaries and representa-
tives from regional hospitals.

Muskin said the dedicated 
rooms for stroke patients are 
unique in that each patient 
gets a flat-screen TV with pil-
low speakers, so that room-
mates can watch what they 
want to watch.

In addition to being provid-
ed with concierge service, each 
patient receives a The Grand 
sweatsuit, which Muskin says 
makes patients feel more “dig-
nified” than wearing a hospi-
tal gown does.

“You’re immediately of-
fered a shower and you’re 

offered a sweatsuit because 
everybody feels 1,000 times 
better after they take a shower 
and putting on a fresh, clean 
pair of clothes makes you feel 
like a million bucks,” Muskin 

said. “We want your first night 
with us to really be the start of 
a beautiful relationship.”

Walden said the extras The 
Grand offers are a big part of 
its efforts to help patients con-

centrate on getting better.
“All the concierge-style 

amenities are something that 
you don’t want to be worried 
about when you’re worried 

The Walter Strauss Stroke Center at The Grand at Queens has dedicated rooms for stroke patients. 
Photo by Madina Toure

New stroke rehab center opens in Whitestone
Nursing facility at The Grand in Queens offers comprehensive rehabilitation to patients

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Students who live in north-
eastern Queens graduate from 
high school on-time after four 
years more than in almost any 
other area in the city, a new 
report found. In parts of south-
eastern Queens, however, the 
situation is more fraught.

The new information 
comes from an analysis by 
Measure for America, a re-
search initiative of the Social 
Science Research Council. 
The report, released May 11, 
analyzes high school gradua-
tion rate data from 2014 in all 
of the New York City’s 59 com-
munity board districts. The 
data set enabled Measure for 
America to analyze the gradu-
ation rates of students based on 
where they lived, as opposed to 
where they went to school.

The districts with the third 

and fourth highest on-time 
graduation rates were both in 
Queens. Community Board 
11, which includes Bayside, 
Douglaston and Little Neck, 
had a graduation rate of 92.2 
percent, while 91 percent of 
students in Community Board 

6 graduated on time. CB 6 in-
cludes Forest Hills and Rego 
Park.

The report concluded 
that Manhattan Community 
Boards 1 and 2, which include 
Battery Park City, Soho and 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he will not par-
ticipate in another New York 
Aviation Community Round-
table meeting until the Port 
Authority hires a facilitator to 
oversee the roundtable meet-
ings. A roundtable meeting 
was on the calendar for May 
19 but was postponed due to 
scheduling issues.

In a letter dated May 4 to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo  and 
other officials, Avella called 
on the PA to hire an impar-
tial facilitator to monitor the 
completion of the roundtable’s 
official bylaws as well as assist 
with the roundtable’s opera-
tions moving forward. 

 I’m not going to participate 
in this political/ego nonsense 
that’s going on at these round-
table meetings,” he said. “Un-
fortunately, it’s just a handful 
of people who seem to be more 
interested in their own opin-
ion and their own ego than re-
solving this and making sure 
this roundtable moves ahead 
and is effective.”

The letter was also sent to 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz; Carmine Gallo, the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s 
Eastern Region regional ad-
ministrator; and Patrick Foye, 
the PA’s executive director.

 The PA could not be 
reached for comment. Katz’s 
office declined to comment. 

In the letter, Avella not-
ed that the structure of one 
roundtable and two commit-
tees—one for LaGuardia Air-
port and the other for John F. 

Kennedy Airport—was voted 
on during an April 7, 2015 
meeting and that the decision 
was confirmed through votes 
at the September 2015 meet-
ing.

But he said Barbara Brown, 
chairwoman of the Interim 
Coordinating Committee, re-
visited the issue at the March 
10 meeting. 

He also expressed concern 
about the fact that Brown, who 
he said has identified herself 

as the chairwoman of the JFK 
committee, proposed to sched-
ule a JFK committee meeting 
even though the roundtable 
has no bylaws. 

Avella said she went ahead 
and held the meeting April 6 
and that she made inappropri-
ate comments. He also claimed 
that proponents of a single 
roundtable tried to thwart the 
committee meeting, saying the 
committee does not exist.

Brown, who had not seen 

Avella’s letter, said the coor-
dinating committee has not 
deemed a facilitator necessary 
and questioned Avella’s mo-
tives. 

She said the current round-
table structure was decided 
upon and that the committees 
were formed from the very be-
ginning.

She also noted that the 
Newark Airport aviation 
roundtable has been function-
ing without bylaws.

“Those committees legally 
can meet. No organization 
waits until it has bylaws in 
place to discuss substance,” 
she said. “If bylaws take a year, 
that doesn’t mean that the en-
tity as a whole, that doesn’t 
mean that the organization 
doesn’t function because they 
don’t have bylaws.”

She added that breakout 
sessions into smaller groups 
were supposed to take place 
for each committee at the 
roundtable meetings and that 
no one objected to them.

Warren Schreiber, vice 
chairman of the Interim Co-
ordinating Committee, would 

More students graduate from high school on time in New York City now as 
opposed to 10 years ago, according to a new analysis from a research firm. 
However, disparities exist between different neighborhoods. AP

State Sen. Tony Avella is asking the Port Authority to hire a facilitator to oversee the aviation roundtable. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Pol wants aviation roundtable leader
Avella contends he will not attend another meeting until Port Authority hires facilitator

On-time boro HS grad rates  
based on where students live 
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BY BILL PARRY

Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton stood atop a 
platform waiving a checkered 
flag calling forth a pair of 
bulldozers that crushed near-
ly 80 illegal motorcycles, dirt 
bikes and all-terrain vehicles 
in a demonstration that last-
ed less than two minutes. The 
event in Red Hook, Brooklyn, 
which was streamed live on 
Facebook, had been promised 
by the commissioner several 
weeks ago to let riders know 
“bike wilding” on city streets 
will no longer be tolerated.

“We want to send out a 
very strong message to the 
nitwits and knuckleheads 
who insist on operating these 
illegal vehicles on the streets, 
sidewalks, parks and hous-
ing developments of the city 
of New York,” Bratton said. 
““They are illegal, they can-

not be registered to be used 
anywhere in the city of New 
York and thus they are now 
in the junk heap.”

Chief of Patrol Carlos 
Gomez said 679 of the vehicles 
have been confiscated off the 
streets as part of an NYPD 
offensive. A total of 64 have 
been seized on the streets of 
Queens so far this year, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

“We will crush them, we 
have crushed them, and we 
will continue to crush them 
as we gather more of them,” 
Bratton said. “They’re just a 
plague on the city and you see 
a tremendous amount of calls 
about these things.”

Bratton warned weeks ago 
that operations would inten-
sify each weekend as warmer 
weather approached, bring-
ing more packs of riders on to 
the streets. An episode of bik-

Continued on Page 45

NYPD destroys bikes 
to curtail city wilding
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BY MADINA TOURE

The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation an-
nounced that clean-up action 
is set to begin at an existing 
brownfield at the Waterpointe 
site in Whitestone. 

The clean-up activity for the 
18-acre site at 151-45 6th Road 
where 52 single-family homes 
will be built is designed to ex-
cavate and remove contami-
nated soil. It was added to the 
site and will then be disposed 
of at off-site disposal facilities 
or at a beneficial reuse facility 
for the recycling of dangerous 
waste, according to a fact sheet 
prepared by the DEC. 

Edgestone Group LLC, the 
site’s owner, will perform the 
cleanup activities with DEC 
oversight. 

In 2008, the Bayrock Group 
bought the site for $25 mil-
lion. The company was fined 
$150,000 by the DEC because it 
was filling the contaminated 
soil at the site with newly con-
taminated soil. 

After Bayrock went bank-
rupt, the Edgestone Group pur-
chased the site in 2011 for $11.3 
million and applied to build 52 
homes and a public waterfront 
park on the site. 

Joe Sweeney, chairman of 
Community Board 7’s land use 
committee for the Waterpointe 
site, said Edgestone will have 

to notify the community, in-
cluding the schools in the area, 
of the route the trucks carry-
ing the existing contaminated 
soil will be using.

He commended the DEC for 
following up on the brownfield 
cleanup at the site.

“It’s the state regulation, 
it’s state-monitored to some 
extent,” Sweeney said. “Be-
cause of the previous owner’s 
prior history, we’re going to 
ask them to monitor the site 
more efficiently.”

Joseph Sultana, an archi-
tect representing Edgestone, 
said all details on the brown-
field cleanup program are 
available at the Whitestone 
branch of the Queens Library 

at 151-10 14th Road.
Once the trucks are 

cleaned, they will drive along 
6th Road to the intersection of 
Clintonville Street, then take 
the Cross Island Service Road 
and head onto the Whitestone 
Bridge after which the materi-
als would be delivered to sites 
in New Jersey, he said. 

The remediation work plan 
includes dust control and en-
suring groundwater does not 
spread from the property into 
adjacent properties or the wa-
ter.

“As part of the protocol 
from DEC...all the records and 
all of the information is made 
public and it’s all being record-

BY MADINA TOURE

Borough elected officials, 
the city Department of Trans-
portation and the 107th Pre-
cinct kicked off the third an-
nual Vision Zero Education 
Week to inform drivers, bik-
ers and pedestrians of street 
safety practices. The city De-
partment of Transportation 
and the NYPD launched the 
third year of the Vision Zero 
Street Team collaborations in 
which DOT safety personnel 
team up with local precincts 
throughout New York City on 
a rotating basis to caution peo-
ple against dangerous driving, 
including failing to yield to pe-
destrians. 

Locations are chosen based 
on crash history and rates 
of pedestrians and motorists 

identified by the DOT and the 
NYPD.

“As part of our Vision Zero 
efforts that helped make last 
year the safest ever on city 

streets, motorists in Fresh 
Meadows are being reminded 
this week—by both our street 
teams and a great group of 
state and local elected offi-
cials—to drive more careful-
ly,” DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg said.

One of those locations is 
the corner of Union Turnpike 
and Utopia Parkway in Hill-
crest, where City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
the 107th Precinct and the 
DOT held a news conference 
May 12.

According to Lancman, 
nine crashes took place at that 
intersection in 2014 and six in 
2015.

Every year, roughly 4,000 
New Yorkers are injured in 
traffic crashes, Lancman said.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Three men have been ar-

raigned in a robbery attempt 
that ended with a gun being 
fire inside a dormitory room 
at St. John’s University, the 
Queens district attorney’s of-
fice said. 

They were arrested by po-
lice shortly after last week’s 
incident, only one block from 
the university grounds.

The public safety unit at 
St. John’s said there was no 
ongoing threat to the school 
and pledged to continue work-
ing with the police to ensure 
school safety.

On May 11 at about 1:25 
p.m., Anthony Gusthas, 18; 
Mustafa Godbolt, 21; and 
Tyrell Sutton, 17, entered 
Room 510 in Hollis Hall, ac-
cording to police. Hollis Hall 
is a residential dormitory for 
students. Five men were in 
the room at the time. 

One of the men recognized 
Gusthas as a  former student 
at the college, according to po-
lice. Godbolt allegedly pulled 
a .38 caliber Smith and Wes-
son revolver and asked where 
the money was, according to 
the DA. One of the men in the 
room said he had no money, 
and Godbolt allegedly fired 
one round, which hit the 
wall, the DA’s office said. No 
one in the room was injured, 
the university’s public safety 
unit said.

Godbolt searched through 
a bedroom and the three sus-

pects then fled the campus, 
according to the DA. They 
were apprehended by officers 
in the NYPD School Safety 
Unit at about 1:49 p.m., near 
the corner of 167th Street and 
Grand Central Parkway, ac-
cording to police. 

According to the DA’s of-
fice,  the three defendants 
were charged with burglary, 
attempted robbery, criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance. The DA 
said that the police had al-
legedly recovered 150 Xanax 
pills during the arrest, in ad-
dition to the gun.

A spokesman for the uni-
versity confirmed that the 
NYPD had concluded its in-
vestigation into the incident, 
and reiterated that St. John’s 
is committed to determining 
“best practices and safety 
measures moving forward.”

The public safety unit ini-
tially responded to the inci-
dent by issuing a safety alert 
on the St. John’s website after 
the incident, and also sent out 
a text message to the school 
community concerning the 
alert.

Gusthas and Sutton both 
had bail set at $300,000. God-
bolt had bail set at $400,000, 
 The next court date for all 
three defendants is May 26.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Rory Lancman talking 
to a motorist about Vision Zero.
 Photo courtesy Councilman 

Lancman's Office

A man attempted to rob a St. John's University student and fired 
a gun during the incident, according to the Queens DA. Three men 
have been arrested and charged in the robbery attempt. 

The state Department of Environmental Action said cleanup activity of a 
brownfield at the Waterpointe site in Whitestone is going to start.

Three men charged  
in SJU rob attempt 

Vision Zero week kicks off

Waterpointe soil to go  
DEC says brownfi eld cleanup of contamination to start

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45
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BY MARK HALLUM

Taste of Bayside and Beyond deliv-
ered Tuesday night. Restaurants from 
across the neighborhood gathered un-
der a tent in the parking lot of Vivaldi 
Ristorante on Cross Island Parkway to 
showcase their best dishes.

Among the establishments par-
ticipating were D’Aquila Pastry Shop, 
Agra, Monahan & Fitzgerald, Bayside 
Milk Farm, Big Green Apple Market, 
Bourbon Street, Maggie May’s, Pa-
pazzio, Sabor Guarani, Krave It, Tequi-
la Sunrise and Harry’s Habana Hut.

A popular stand for attendees was 
the one from D’Aquila Pastry Shop. 
Laura and Claudio D’Aquila carry on 
the 40-year tradition of making quality 
European confections, a skill that they 
picked up from their grandfather, who 
migrated from Sicily to Venezuela, and 
then to Astoria before the shop moved 
to its current location at 33-31 Francis 
Lewis Blvd. in Bayside. The cannolis 
are a customer favorite, according to 
Claudio D’Aquila, and attendees con-
centrated around the pastry shop’s dis-

play table for much of the night. 
Sabor Guarani had a table where 

samples of Paraguayan empanadas 
were handed out, Papazzio owner 
Dominick Bruccoleri was showing 
off his signature dish. Rigatoni Mess-
enise, and Agra was dishing out chick-
en tandoori. A raffle was held in which 
items such as a variety pack of fine ci-
gars from Harry’s Habana Hut went to 
one lucky winner.

Taste of Bayside is an annual event 
sponsored by the Bayside Business As-
sociation. Every year the association 
decides upon a non-profit organization 
to donate the proceeds to. This year 
Transitional Services for New York  
was chosen. TSINY provides in-patient 
and out-patient assistance for people 
struggling with mental health con-
cerns. The Queens-based organization 
provides full recovery programs that 
lead to many patients overcoming the 
obstacles in their lives and becoming 
more independent.

According to the non-profit’s direc-
tor of public affairs, Ave McCracken, 

Laura and Claudio D'Aquila from D'Aquila Pastry Shop showcase their family tradition of 
baked goods at Taste of Bayside and Beyond.  Photo by Mark Hallum

Bayside restaurants 
offer culinary tastes

Koeppel Subaru
4201 Northern Blvd. • Long Island City, NY 
SUN MAY 22 • 12 PM – 5 PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Adopt A Pet

ADOPTAPALOOZA &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

Photo By Ellen Dunn
NYYNNY
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FOLLOW US ON

GROOMING SALON INC.

718-460-LOLA (5652)
20-28 College Point Blvd., College Point, NY 11356

www.LolasGroomingSalon.com

LOLA’S GROOMING SALON GRAND OPENING! 

Schedule Your Pet’s Grooming Today! 
Includes Bathing        Nail Trimming        Ear Cleaning

Teeth Brushing        Anal Gland Expression.

Over 20 years of grooming experience.
Your furry friends will be in good hands at Lola’s Grooming Salon!

The likelihood of you pooping on the 
hairdresser is pretty slim.
You don’t bite or scratch your hairdresser.
Your hairdresser only washes and cuts the 
hair on your head, not your entire body.
Your haircut doesn’t include a manicure   
or pedicure.
You sit still for your hairdresser.

1.

2.

3.
 
4. 

5.

The Top Five Reasons Why Pet 
Haircuts Cost More Than Yours!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Continued on Page 18
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On 3/7/16 this subject caused 

a major auto accident at the 

intersection of 263rd Street and 

81st Ave. He caused physical 

injury AND a significant amount 

of property damage AND fled 

the scene.

If anyone has ANY information 

pertaining to this subject they 

are urged to please contact

Private Investigator  
BOB NYGAARD at  

(561) 596-3449  
bobnygaard@gmail.com 

All calls will be kept 

CONFIDENTIAL

CASH  RE WARD

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.

• Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
• Leg, Low Back Weakness
• Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
• Diffi culty Walking
• Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
• Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
• Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Acupuncture• 
Physical Therapy• 
Chiropractic• 
Occupational Therapy• 
Diagnostic Testing• 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome• 
Hydromassage• 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300
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Holy Cross High 
School’s 2011 

alumnus, Devon Cajuste, 
recently attended the 
2016 National Football 
League’s (NFL) Scouting 
Combine in Indianapolis. 
The talented Cajuste, 
a Seaford, Long Island 
native, had his dreams 
become a reality when 
he was invited to this 
year’s Combine and then 
once again when he was 
pickedup by the San 
Francisco 49ers post-NFL 
draft.
 Recent interviews 
with the 6-foot-4, 234 lb. 
Stanford wide receiver 
proclaim Cajuste’s 
excitement and relentless 
goal to play in the NFL. 
He had a lot of success at 
the Combine and, due to 
his large, athletic build, 
he certainly appealed 
to many teams as a 
prospective pro-player 
during the recent draft.
   Previously, Cajuste 
was one of 332 undrafted 
football players selected 
to attend the Combine. He 
did well in highlighting 
how his form and strategy 
have their benefits on the 
field. At the Combine, he 
performed the best 3-cone 

drill. “It’s the fifth-best 
mark a wide receiver has 
posted at the combine in 
a decade, and is absurd 
considering Cajuste’s 
size. The 3-cone drill 
is a quickness test that 
generally favors shorter, 
agile receivers. The fact 
that a tall target like 
Cajuste moves like that in 
the drill shows he has a 
unique level of quickness” 
(O’Malley, 2016, para. 3). 
His 40-yard dash results 
totaled 4.62. He completed 
a total of a dozen 225 lb. 
weight bench repetitions, 
has a vertical  jump of 
36-inches, a broad jump 
of 10-feet-3-inches, and 
finally a 20-yard shuttle 
of 4.20 (NFLDraftScout.
com, 2016, pg. 1).

   Shortly after this year’s 
NFL Draft (April 28-
30, Auditorium Theatre 
in Chicago, IL) ended, 
Cajuste’s exceptional, 
boundless talents 
forwarded him to Chip 
Kelly, Head Coach for 
the San Francisco 

49ers. Cajuste is now an 
undrafted free agent with 
the San Francisco 49ers 
and joins Holy Cross’ 2010 
alumnus and current 
safety for the Carolina 
Panthers, Dean Marlowe, 
in the NFL.
       If San Francisco and
Carolina compete against 
one another, you can be 
sure that Holy Cross will 
be cheering aloud for both 
teams! Congratulations, 
Devon, we wish you a 
successful career with 
the National Football 
League. 
       Visit us on the web at  
www.HolyCrossHS.org.

     Authored by:
 Dr. Teresa Augustyniak

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358
718-886-7250 Ext. 558 
www.holycrosshs.org PAID ADVERTISMENT

HOLY CROSS ALUMNUS PICKED-UP BY NATIONAL
FOOTBALL LEAGUE’S SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS
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BY BILL PARRY

The Hollywood-style gate 
at the Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios will open to the public 
Sunday for a daylong, family-
friendly street fair on the stu-
dio’s back lot and surround-
ing streets. 

“New York On Location” 
drew more than 10,000 visi-
tors last year, as movie and 
television fans were able to 
tour more than 20 working 
movie trailers and trucks, 
straight from production 
shootings on the streets of 
the city, and speak directly 
with movie professionals 
about what they do on set.

As in past years, the event 
will feature stunt performers 
demonstrating street fight-
ing, high falls, and stunt driv-
ing; makeup and hair demos; 
and weather effects like snow 
and rain. Food will be avail-
able from actual movie cater-
ing trucks and treat trucks.

“I think it’s awesome, a 
great opportunity for aver-
age people to see what goes 
into the magic of film,” Kauf-
man Astoria Studios Vice 
President Tracy Capune 
said. Built in 1920, Kauf-
man Astoria Studios was the 
original home of Paramount 
Pictures, and more than 100 
silent films were made on its 
sound stages. Today, top Hol-

lywood film, television, and 
digital on-demand series are 
made at the studio, including 
the Netflix hit “Orange is the 
New Black.” “Sesame Street” 
has filmed at KAS since 1992.

The event is co-sponsored 
by I.A.T.S.E Local 52 and The-
atrical Teamsters 817.

“We are proud to be an in-
tegral part of all the film and 
TV productions shooting on 
location,” Theatrical Team-
sters Local 817 President Tom 
O’Donnell said. “This event 
allows our members and 
those of other motion picture 
unions and guilds to come 
out from behind the screen 
to talk to New Yorkers about 
what we do.”

The galleries at the Mu-
seum of the Moving Image 
will be open and “Behind 
the Screen,” an interactive 
exhibition about how motion 
pictures and TV shows are 
made, marketed and exhib-
ited, will be presented. MoMI 
will also present “Arcade 
Classic: Video Games from 
the Collection,” an exhibition 
featuring more than 30 play-
able video arcade games.

“The film and television 
industry employs thousands 
of New Yorkers every year, 
from electricians and car-
penters to makeup artists, 
and while we love seeing the 

BY MADINA TOURE

The National Transporta-
tion Safety Board announced 
Tuesday that Amtrak engineer 
Brandon Bostian, who lives in 
Forest Hills, was distracted by 
radio dispatches from another 
train when the train he was 
at the controls of crashed in 
Philadelphia last year.

Bostian, 32, was the engi-
neer of Northeast Regional 
Train 188, which was traveling 
at 106 miles per hour—more 
than twice the speed limit of 50 
miles per hour—as it entered 
a curve and derailed in Phila-
delphia May 12, 2015. 

Eight passengers, including 
two from Queens, were killed 
and more than 180 others were 
sent to nearby hospitals, some 
with critical injuries.

Bostian’s lawyer, Robert 
Goggin, could not be reached 
for comment.  Bostian’s cur-
rent status as an Amtrak em-
ployee was not known.

In interviews, Bostian said 
he was worried about a com-
muter train engineer, whose 
engine had just been struck by 
an object, which caused glass 
from the windshield to hit the 
engineer, according to NTSB.

Bostian was participating 
in and listening to the radio 
communications about that 
emergency, which lasted six 

minutes and occurred less 
than one minute before the 
crash , the board said.

“It’s widely understood that 
every person, no matter how 
conscientious and skilled, is 
fallible, which is why technol-
ogy was developed to backstop 
human vulnerabilities,” NTSB 
Chairman Christopher A. 
Hart said. “Had positive train 
control been in place on that 
stretch of track, this entirely 
preventable tragedy would not 
have happened.”

Investigators concluded 
that Bostian became distract-
ed by the emergency involv-
ing the commuter train and 
lost situational awareness as 
to where his train was in rela-
tion to the curve, which has a 
50 mph speed limit.  

The train’s 106 mph speed 
was consistent with the be-
lief that his train already had 
passed the curve into an area 
with a 110 mph speed limit, the 
board said.

It was also determined that 
some of the windows blew open 
and that if they had not, some 
passengers would have likely 
remained inside the train and 
survived.

Investigators said Bostian 
was “very cooperative” and 
that at the time of the accident, 
he was not impaired by any 
substance and was not using 

his cell phone, the board add-
ed. There was no evidence that 
he was fatigued or suffered 
from any pre-existing medical 
condition while operating the 
train. 

The passengers killed in-
cluding Far Rockaway resi-
dent Justin Zemser, 20, who 
was returning to Queens from 
his studies at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Maryland, and 
Manhattan resident Laura 
Finamore, 47, an executive at 
Cushman & Wakefield who 
grew up in Douglaston. 

The complete report will 
be available on the National 
Transportation Safety Board’s 
website in several weeks.

The board issued 11 safety 
recommendations in the re-
port, five of which were di-
rected to the Federal Railroad 
Administration. Amtrak also 
received safety recommenda-
tions.

Since 1970, the NTSB has 
been recommending that tech-
nology that could prevent col-
lisions, overspeed accidents 
and protect track workers be 
implemented on the nation’s 
railroads. Positive train con-
trol has been implemented on 
the Northeast Corridor serve 
since the end of the year when 
the the final stretch between 
New York and Philadelphia 
got the new technology.

Stuntmen prepare to demonstrate high falls as well as street fighting 
during an all-day open house at Kaufman Astoria Studios Sunday. 

Photo courtesy KAS

Emergency personnel helping a passenger during the Amtrak train crash in Philadelphia in May 2015. 
Photo by Joseph Kaczmarek/AP

Amtrak crash probed
Forest Hills engineer was distracted by radio: NTSB

Astoria fi lm studio
to host open house

Continued on Page 46
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POLICE 

Blotter
WHITESTONE — Police were 

searching for a Whitestone woman who 
went missing in her neighborhood.

The woman, identified as Drita 
Handanovic, 39, was last seen between 
1 a.m. and 7 a.m. Monday inside of her 
home on 163rd Street and Willets Point 
Boulevard, according to the police.

Police described the woman as 
white, 5-foot-tall with brown eyes and 
blond hair, and weighing 140 pounds. 
She was last seen wearing a black jack-
et, black pants, a black knit cap and 
pink sneakers.

The investigation was ongoing, ac-
cording to a police spokeswoman.

BRIARWOOD — The NYPD is re-
newing efforts to find the suspect re-
sponsible for the shooting death of Far 
Rockaway-raised rapper Chinx in Bri-
arwood in May 2015. 

At about 4:04 a.m. on May 17, 2015, 
police responded to a 911 call of a male, 
identified as Lionel Pickens, 31, of 
Ozone Park known as Chinx, shot at 
the corner of Queens Boulevard and 
84th Drive, according to the police.

Upon arrival, police observed two 
victims with multiple gunshot wounds 
to the torso, police said. 

Pickens, who had multiple gunshot 
wounds to the torso, was taken by EMS 
to Jamaica Medical Center, where he 
was pronounced dead, officials said. 

The second victim, a 27-year-old 
man and Pickens’ friend, who had 
gunshot wounds to his back, was also 
taken to Jamaica Medical Center 
where he was in critical condition, 
police said. He made a full recovery. A 
police spokeswoman said there is no 
new information and that the NYPD 
re-released the case because it was still 
under investigation.

DRITA HANDANOVIC

Man pulls gun on cops in Queens Village: NYPD

Rockaway rapper’s shooter still at large: cops

Police search for missing Whitestone woman

FRANCIS LEWIS HIGH SCHOOL 

HOMECOMING
Saturday, May 21, 2016

Francis Lewis High School
58-20 Utopia Pkwy
Fresh Meadows, NY

12:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Please join us as we 
celebrate a legacy of 
educational progress 

& friendship

Enjoy BBQ, student performances, 
live music, and more. Families welcome!

R.S.V.P. & Donate
http://francislewishighschoolreunion2016.evenbrite.com

Visit: Francislewishs.org for more information
Early admission $20.00 before May 20th

Reunion 
2016

Honoring the class of 
1966, 1991 & 2006

All Alumni Welcome!

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police shot 
a Hempstead man after he allegedly 
pulled a gun on officers during a traf-
fic stop, according to the NYPD.

On May 11 at about 10:54 p.m., three 
officers from the 105 Precinct’s Anti-
Crime Unit tried to stop a silver Mer-
cedes Benz that had allegedly commit-
ted a traffic violation, police said. The 
officers tried to stop the car at the cor-
ner of Hollis Avenue and 214th Street, 
but Ramell Lockwood, 34, refused to 
park, police said. The sergeant entered 
the vehicle through the passenger 
side’s door, but Lockwood sped off with 
the sergeant still in the car, according 
to the NYPD. Police in pursuit stopped 

the car at 217th Street. Lockwood exited 
the car and pulled a.40 caliber Glock 26 
semi-automatic handgun, police said.

The sergeant shot Lockwood in the 
right leg, and Lockwood was taken into 
custody and transported to Queens 
Hospital, police said.

Five officers were taken to Long 
Island Jewish Hospital for evaluation 
and one was treated for a bite wound on 
his left arm. According to police, Lock-
wood bit the officer during the arrest.

Lockwood was charged with crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, menac-
ing, reckless endangerment and with 
resisting arrest, a police spokesman 
said.

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Brought to you by the caregivers of 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East.

Call St. Mary’s CEO Dr. Edwin Simpser 

(718) 281-8500
Tell him quality care for our kids depends on healthy caregivers!

are placing care in jeopardy 
for the most vulnerable children.
The young patients of St. Mary’s Hospital for Children in Queens depend on the staff to provide compassionate, 
knowledgeable and consistent care. But this care is being threatened because hospital executives refuse to 
provide dedicated employees with the benefits we deserve. 

The 1199SEIU healthcare members at St. Mary’s provide invaluable care and service to severely disabled and challenged children.                    
We are registered nurses and licensed practical nurses; pharmacists; respiratory, physical and occupational therapists; and clerical, 
service and maintenance employees. That means we contribute to almost all aspects of a child’s stay, from providing highly skilled care 
and medicines, to helping families with the bills, to ensuring cleanliness and safety. 

We have been negotiating with St. Mary’s since last August, but they refuse to provide quality health benefits. The benefits available 
through the 1199SEIU Benefit and Pension Funds are some of the best and most affordable in the nation, with access to extensive 
doctors. But St. Mary’s is making us pay huge out-of-pocket medical costs, with extra costs for vision and dental care, for an expensive and 
restrictive plan.

As healthcare workers who struggle with long hours and physically and mentally-challenging jobs, we need and deserve the standard 
health coverage that virtually all members of 1199SEIU have in New York City. We love taking care of our patients, but we also 
need to take care of our health, and the health of our families. The last thing the St. Mary’s kids need is conflict, but that’s exactly 
what St. Mary’s management is encouraging when they refuse to budge on this very reasonable proposal. 

St. Mary’s Hospital 
Executives
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

More weapons are being 
brought into our city public 
schools by students, and it is re-
ally a very bad and increasingly 
dangerous situation. How are 
all of these weapons getting past 
security guards who are in the 
schools? What penalties, if any, 
are in place to deal with those 
students who are bringing guns, 
knives and other dangerous weap-

ons into the school buildings?
It is high time for some seri-

ous action to be taken by Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña, and 
our galavanting Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. The NYPD needs to be able 
to confiscate these weapons, and 
the offending students need to be 
suspended from class, or possibly 
even expelled  and arrested if the 
situation warrants it.

There are no consequences 
for students who are disruptive, 
disrespectful, or who break the 
law—just a note home from the 
school! Outrageous and unac-
ceptable to the taxpaying citizens 
of this city!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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The City Council’s narrow vote to charge the city’s 
grocery shoppers for carrying home their foodstuffs 
in plastic and paper is a mixed bag.

Plastic bags are part of every New Yorker’s DNA.  
The emotional and cultural attachment to the petro-
leum product led to a slim 28-20 victory for the anti-
plastic camp in the Council, where the Queens del-
egation was divided over the 5-cent fee.

The intent of the measure is beyond reproach:  
The city must become environmentally responsible 
by weaning itself off plastic bags and reduce the 
$12.5 million annual bill for hauling plastic and pa-
per bags to landfills.

But New York City is not Washington or Califor-
nia, which have similar laws.

Many New Yorkers, including residents of the 
more urban areas of Queens, walk to the grocery 
store and live their lives transporting their stuff in 
plastic bags. This is a city dominated by the pedes-
trian culture, which means wrapping wet umbrellas 
in plastic bags, lugging textbooks in plastic bags, 
hauling groceries in five smaller plastic bags to bal-
ance the load and disposing of the family pets’ call-
ing cards on the sidewalk in plastic bags.

The homeless woman with her shopping cart 
filled with belongings tied up in plastic bags is an ex-
treme symbol of how New Yorkers operate:  We move 
our treasures from A to B in plastic bags as we roam 
the city on foot.

The nickel fee should motivate some shoppers to 
opt for free reusable bags, which will cut down on 
waste, but the key for consumers is to remember to 
bring them to the store in the first place. Adding 
more items to the urban equivalent of the backpack 
that many New Yorkers schlepp to work everyday on 
the subway and bus is a problem.

It will be a pleasure come October to find fewer 
white bags dangling from trees among the autumn 
leaves. And we hope the city’s projections of slashing 
bag waste by at least 60 percent are correct.

But the burden of this well-meaning measure is 
expected to fall on lower- and middle-income resi-
dents as well as senior citizens, who often shop daily.  
There are exemptions for families on food stamps.  
Yet what about the struggling family of four who 
has to shell out an extra $2 a week for plastic bags or 
rely on washing out reusable bags, which may pose 
a health risk?

Perhaps most troubling, the minimum 5-cent fee 
can be raised by the grocery store owner, who is not 
required to recycle any portion back to the city.  

The plastic bag tax is a fine idea, but there are 
winners and losers.  Let’s see if it works.

HOLES IN THE BAG FEE

Keep guns out of public schools

One of the oldest civilian patrols in New York City, the Glendale Civilian Observation Patrol celebrated its 40th 
anniversary last week with a dinner-dance at Gotscheer Hall in Ridgewood. Assemblyman Mike Miller (far right) 
started his political career there, while U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (next to him) was so impressed with the group when 
she was a state legislator that she got permission to start a version in Flushing. Lining up for proclamations 
are (l-r) state Sen. Joe Addabbo, GCOP 2nd Vice President John Wilczynski, 1st Vice President Jon Kablack and 
President Mark Pearson.  Photo by Michael Shain 

KEEPING THEIR EYES OPEN



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 20–26, 2016 13  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

READERS WRITE

No one can disagree that 
our streets are far more dan-
gerous than they need to be. 
People are killed or seriously 
injured every day in this city.  
Virtually everyone professes 
a desire to increase safety, but 
many either feel helpless to 
find a solution or ultimately 
are not willing to make rea-
sonable sacrifices to do what is 
necessary to make a difference 
on our streets. There is no one 
miraculous solution, but there 
are several things that clearly 
need to be done. One of these 
is to adopt the Move NY Fair 
plan.

The Move NY Fair plan has 
numerous advantages. It ratio-
nalizes tolls across the East 
River by lowering tolls at the 
Midtown Tunnel and the RFK/
Triborough Bridge, while im-
posing reasonable tolls (little 
more than a roundtrip subway 

ride) at the other bridge cross-
ings. It does this electronically 
so traffic is not stopped at toll 
plazas, includes daily caps for 
commercial drivers so that 
they are not unduly harmed 
by the new tolls, and raises 
funds to improve and expand 
mass transit and maintain 
our roadways. In the process it 
will also change the calculus 
of drivers who choose to bring 
their vehicles into Manhat-
tan for mere convenience, and 
shift large trucks and many 
cars back on to the highways 
where they belong.

That last point is, in my 
mind, critical to improving the 
safety of everyone in the neigh-
borhoods around the East Riv-
er bridge crossings and along 
the streets leading to them. 
A case in point is the area in 
Long Island City approaching 
the Queensboro/59th Street 

Bridge. Today large 18-wheel 
tractor trailers, box trucks, 
and thousands of car driv-
ers divert off the Long Island 
Expressway or travel down 
Queens Boulevard in order to 
reach the free bridge crossing.  
In doing so, they create an in-
credible amount of congestion 
and a life-threatening hazard 
to those who live, work and go 
to school in these areas.

LaGuardia Community 
College sits in the middle of 
this chaos. The campus be-
gins at the intersection of Van 
Dam Street and Thompson 
Avenue. An incredible amount 
of traffic diverts down Van 
Dam from the LIE to reach the 
bridge, bringing their vehicles 
into the midst of over 50,000 
students, faculty and admin-
istrators at LaGuardia and 
the five public high schools 
adjacent to, and intermingled 

with, the campus. 
There have been several 

people seriously injured and 
one high school boy killed in 
recent years. Likewise, thou-
sands of vehicles divert from 
the Brooklyn Queens Express-
way in Woodside, and more 
come from points further East, 
to travel down Queens Blvd. 
through Sunnyside to reach 
the Bridge. Queens Boulevard 
becomes a raceway through 
Sunnyside’s busiest commer-
cial area and its largest trans-
portation hub putting lives at 
risk. This stretch of the boule-
vard alone has seen hundreds 
of pedestrian injuries and sev-
eral people have been killed in 
just the last 10 years.

It is not reasonable to put 
tens of thousands of lives at 
risk because a few drivers 
do not want to pay a toll to 
help maintain the roads and 

increase the capacity and 
functionality of mass transit. 
Enacting the Move NY Fair 
plan will put an end to this toll 
shopping (especially among 
truck drivers) and change the 
calculus for some drivers so 
that they will leave their cars 
at home in favor of mass tran-
sit or other alternative modes 
of transportation. 

Not only will we benefit 
from a fairer toll system, de-
creased congestion, decreased 
pollution and increased rev-
enues to maintain, modernize 
and expand our transporta-
tion system, but our streets 
will become much safer. This 
is the rational and reason-
able thing to do and I urge our 
elected officials to support the 
proposal.

Peter W. Beadle
Rego Park

Apparently the folks at 
Community Board 4 like the 
idea of protecting the lives 
and safety of motorists and 
pedestrians on Queens Bou-
levard, but cyclists’ lives re-
ally don’t matter.

The resolution pushed 
through by Chair Louis 
Walker to support the DOT 
proposal minus the bike lane 
was a calculated, orchestrat-
ed piece of legislative leger-
demain. The discussion was 
about a simple up or down 
vote—his last-minute revi-
sion was never discussed or 
debated.

As for the bike lane it-
self—cyclists will use Queens 
Boulevard whether or not the 
bike lane is installed, simply 
because there is no reason-
able alternative. Chairman 
Walker’s suggestion that cy-
clists use Grand Avenue or 
Woodside Avenue instead 
makes no sense—there is no 
parallel route. Imagine, as a 
motorist, trying to drive from 
Forest Hills to Sunnyside if 

Queens Boulevard didn’t ex-
ist. Cyclists are faced with 
the same dilemma.

If the board members ac-
tually wanted to evaluate the 
proposal on its merits, they 
only had to venture a few 
blocks west, to CB2, where 
DOT has installed the first 
phase of the redesign. They 
would see that the redesign, 
including bike lanes, is work-
ing fairly well, without the 
cyclist-pedestrian mayhem 
they fear. If they want to ven-
ture a little further afield, 
they can go to Eastern Park-
way in Brooklyn, which was 
redesigned several years ago 
and would be a prototype 
for the finished product for 
Queens Boulevard, and yes, it 
has bike lanes. And, in anoth-
er part of Brooklyn, pedestri-
ans and cyclists have shared 
a median in Ocean Parkway 
successfully since 1897.

Steve Scofield
Astoria

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Mayor de Blasio has once 
again shown his total lack 
of regard and respect for the 
people of Queens, Community 
Board 4 and the residents of 
Elmhurst.

On May 11, the community 
board voted unanimously for 
the Queens Boulevard safety 
measures except bicycle lanes. 
Representatives from the De-
partment of Transportation 
were asked if the mayor in-
tended to push through the 
bike lanes regardless of the 
vote and refused to answer. 
Rather, they danced around 
the question. Well, we got our 
answer.

Queens Boulevard is the 
major thoroughfare in Queens. 
It was never intended to be a 
park. It’s not a playground.

Bike lanes will not make 
Queens Boulevard safer for 
pedestrians. When a DOT rep-
resentative was asked how a 
biker would make a turn off of 
Queens Boulevard, he replied 

that they could obey the traffic 
light and cross with the cars or 
they could pedal through the 
pedestrian crosswalk with the 
pedestrians. How is that mak-
ing it safer for pedestrians?

By eliminating one lane of 
traffic on each side what will 
happen if a car stalls in front 
of a bus? The bus will have no-
where to go except sit behind 
the car until it is towed away. 
What if it’s an ambulance or 
police car or fire engine? Won’t 
slowing traffic have a huge im-
pact on emergency vehicles?

The bike lane will elimi-
nate 88 parking spaces in a 
short span of blocks. But the 
administration is allowing 
high rises to be built all along 
this stretch of Queens Boule-
vard (and the side streets) with 
no parking garages or drive-
ways required. Our commu-
nity has blocks of row houses 
with no garages or driveways 
and street parking is our only 
choice. We have shops along 

Queens Boulevard and some 
side streets. Where will cus-
tomers park their cars?

But, of course, this is not 
the Mayor’s concern. His agen-
da must go through regardless 
of the cost to the residents, not 
to mention the enormous cost 
in dollars to the taxpayer.

It was unfortunate that 
our own Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
chose to be accompanied to 
the meeting by a group of bi-
cyclists, many of whom do not 
live in the immediate area, and 
many of whom were disrup-
tive, rude and disrespectful.

We, as a community, feel 
that this is an egregious 
wrong inflicted upon us by the 
mayor and the elected officials 
who are supposed to be “by the 
people and for the people.” It is 
glaringly apparent that they 
do not subscribe to this tenet.

Anna Orjuela
Member of Elmhurst United

Give bikers a fair deal Bike lanes don’t help pedestrians

Making streets safer must be a priority

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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B
arring a radical change 
in present circum-
stances, the major 
presidential candidates 

will be Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton. Both of them 
have huge name recognition 
throughout the United States.

Trump has been a success-
ful businessman, especially 
in real estate development. 
Clinton, as an attorney, has 
been active in politics all of 

her adult life, beginning in 
Arkansas, going to the federal 
level, and also successfully be-
ing elected twice to the U.S. 
Senate.

It is interesting to note that 
both candidates are from New 
York, which which could bring 
some political attention to the 
state in the fall of 2016. 

Both candidates have ad-
vantages and disadvantages 
as they prepare for what is to 
be one of the hardest fought 
campaigns in American his-
tory.

Clinton has a well-orga-
nized field operation with the 
experienced workers from 
previous campaigns. She has 
been able to raise large sums 
of money. She has consider-

able knowledge about political 
contests which will be helpful 
in this coming campaign. As 
for Donald Trump, he has had 
many dealings with the state 
and federal government orga-
nizations. He also will have 
large sums of money for the 
campaign. 

Both candidates are articu-
late and express themselves 
well. Both have indicated a de-
sire to debate the other.

When we look at the general 
outlook for the issues from both 
sides, there is a wide difference 
as to how the candidates re-
gard such issues as taxes, gun 
control, immigration, abor-
tion, and foreign policy.

Both political parties have 
been considered different in 

how they view government pol-
icies. It should be mentioned 
that the Supreme Court’s new 
members will be chosen to a 
large extent by the president.

The national election has 
been referred to by some vot-
ers as the most important pres-
idential election ever held, for 
it will determine how our na-
tion will be governed for a long 
time to come. There seems to 
be a call for change. However, 
there is disagreement how this 
should be carried out. The in-
terest we have seen develop in 
the election process has differ-
ent results. The more interest 
we have in the battle is good 
for the democratic process.

But sometimes excessive 
involvement in democracy 

can bring us discord and hos-
tility. It happened in the 1968 
Democratic presidential con-
vention.

In past years, our system 
has for the most part worked 
well, but there is always possi-
bility of increased discord. 

Our form of government 
has worked well since it began. 
Hopefully, this constitutional 
government will continue into 
the future.

Our government has con-
tributed to giving us a great 
nation. As I indicated, the 
presidential race between 
Trump and Clinton will be a 
great battle. When the 2016 
presidential race is over, hope-
fully our nation can unite and 
move forward.

When he was 19, Richard 
Slavin, a nice Jewish boy from 
the suburbs of Chicago, went 
backpacking in Europe for two 
months. 

“Hey,” I told him. “I have 
a son about to do the same 
thing.”

“But,” Slavin added with a 
twinkle, “I never came back!”

With that he gave a hearty 
laugh—as jolly a sound as the 
ice cream man’s bell. Pure joy. 
He could laugh now—in a con-
ference room in Midtown, in 
town for a book tour—because 
at 60-something and bald, he is 
no longer the wandering hippie 
of 1970. In fact, he is no longer 
even Richard Slavin. Today he 
is Radhanhath Swami, one of 
the most prominent leaders of 
the Hare Krishnas.

The swami was dressed in 
coral-colored robes, as well 
as a coral sweatshirt that he 
took off in the warm corporate 
office. His assistant jumped 
up to fold it for him, but the 
swami—spiritual leader to 

millions—nonchalantly did it 
himself. This is not a guy who 
lives a Kardashian life. He’s a 
monk. He sleeps on the floor. 
He rises at four every morning 
for chanting and meditation—
and breakfast isn’t until nine!

So how does a suburban 
American kid end up living 
in India, leading a congrega-

tion that feeds 300,000 impov-
erished children a day, along 
with running a hospital, an 
orphanage, a handful of eco-
villages, and about a dozen 
schools for the very poor? The 
swami smiled and raised his 
eyebrows as I asked. He looked 
as surprised as me.

And by the way, in between 
all these India duties, the swa-
mi travels the world to lecture 
at campuses across the states, 
including Google’s and Har-
vard’s, talking about things 
like spirituality and stress.

“I have to admit to them 
that swamis have as much 
stress as them,” he chuckled. 
“It’s just a matter of how you 
deal with it.”

The trek from footloose 
teen to spiritual leader is what 
his first book, “The Journey 
Home: Autobiography of an 
American Swami” was about. 
A bestseller. His latest book, 
“The Journey Within: Ex-
ploring the Path of Bhakti,” 
is about the spiritual lessons 

learned along the way. 
The lessons did not come 

easily. After he landed in Eu-
rope, Slavin hitchhiked across 
the continent in search of 
truth. 

“I was going to cathedrals 
and synagogues to study, be-
cause I really believed in the 
unity of all religions,” he re-
calls. 

He studied Islam in Turkey 
and Iran. By the time he got 
to India to study the religions 
there, “I became a very seri-
ous ascetic. I would never sleep 
inside any building, because I 
considered that too luxurious. 
So I slept under trees, or in 
caves.”

Now, readers, here I must 
confess something: This man 
grew up one suburb way from 
mine. He went to my rival 
high school and is just about 
10 years older. When we dis-

cussed our favorite childhood 
haunts, he gleefully recalled 
the local pancake house and 
summers on Lake Michigan, 
though, “as a swami, I can’t tell 
you what we used to do when 
we’d sneak onto the beach.” 
Another laugh. The point is, 
he comes from a background 
very familiar to me. But… 
most of us did not go off and 
sleep in caves. How on earth 
did his parents react? 

When he finally returned 
to America for the first time, 
he said, “It was a culture shock 
for me and a culture shock for 
them. My father and brother 
came to meet me at the airport. 
The only luggage I had was 
a begging bowl. They didn’t 
know what to think. But we ad-
justed to each other in a very 
sweet and wonderful way.”

That’s probably because the 
swami was not the caricature 

that many of us had or even 
still have of the Hare Krish-
nas—lost souls in loose robes 
chanting in the streets and of-
fering flowers. Cult members. 

“In every religion there’s 
wacky people,” the swami said 
matter-of-factly. Because the 
Hare Krishna religion was 
first established in America 
in 1966, right around the time 
of the counter-culture, the 
two got entwined in the public 
mind. Lost souls did join. So 
what?

Hare Krishna is not an 
American fad. It’s an ancient 
Indian religion that says we 
are all one—humans, animals, 
all of us who seek sustenance 
here on earth. And when we 
chant the name of Krisha—
God—we get closer and closer 
to realizing that connected-
ness. 

That doesn’t sound any 
dippier than going to church 
or temple. And if it makes 
people ready to build schools, 
respect nature, and provide 
for the very poor, more power 
to it—and the former Richard 
Slavin. 

(But if my son is reading 
this, please note: Do not stay 
away for 40 years!)

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids

COLUMNS

The presidential contest is turning into a great race

A spiritual path that started in Chicago
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How does a suburban American kid end 
up living in India, leading a congregation 
that feeds 300,000 impoverished children 

a day, along with running a hospital, 
an orphanage, a handful of eco-villages 

and about a dozen schools?
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS

The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York 
Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

Call Robert Salant at (347) 532-3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

 
 

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney, 
will speak about the five 
essential documents every 
senior should have.  Learn 

the importance of living trusts, wills, power of 
attorney, health care proxies, plus living wills.  
Understand why these documents are essential 
parts of any estate, elder law and financial 
plan.  Learn how a Medicaid Asset Protection 
Trust can protect your assets and your home.

 
 

Maria Alvarez, 
Executive Director, 
New York StateWide 
Senior Action Council, 
and Eric Hausman, 

Independent Medicare Consultant, will 
give the 3rd seminar.  Alvarez  will update 
Patient’s Rights Issues for NY seniors.  
Hausman will discuss Medicare and related 
insurance, i.e., Medicare Part A & B, 
Medigap/Medicare Supplement Insurance, 
Medicare Advantage/ Medicare Health 
Plans, Medicare Part D & EPIC, etc.

 

Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, Esq.,  
Elder Law Attorney, 
will discuss protecting 
one’s home against 

long term care claims while retaining 
control over it, as well as how to use a trust 
to protect assets and qualify for Medicaid 
home care one month later.  In addition, 
she will discuss the role of Spousal Refusal 
to protect a family’s assets.

FREE HANDOUTS, REFRESHMENTS  
FOR ALL ATTENDEES

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

In the world of Major League 
baseball in 1961, the health 
of Mickey Mantle seemed to 
be on everyone’s mind. When 
Star Journal sports reporter 
Jack Lang raised the ques-
tion to the future baseball leg-
end, Mantle modestly replied, 
“Who knows?  The only thing I 
can say is that I feel better than 
I have since I started playing 
for the Yankees. There isn’t 
anything that bothers me. No 
pain in my knee or my shoul-
der. When I’m feeling good like 

this, things just seem to hap-
pen naturally.”  

Yet a more skeptical Lang 
commented, “…It is unlikely 
he can go through a full sea-
son without some physical ail-
ment because it’s never hap-
pened before in the 10 years 
he’s been with the Yankees.” 
In hindsight, such prescience 
is haunting: This was the year 
Mantle and teammate Roger 
Maris vied to break Babe 
Ruth’s single season home run 
record. Mantle yielded late in 
the season because of hip ab-
scesses he had incurred.

The Star Journal ran an ed-
itorial longed for by the area’s 
beleaguered National League 
fans. Owners of the future ball 

club that was slated to play 
in Flushing Meadows settled 
on a name: “the Mets… not 
the Metropolitans, please, but 
just ‘The Mets’.”  At the same 
time, the editors seemed to 
be aware of the informal role 
fandom would play in mold-
ing the team’s moniker: “Un-
doubtedly, our… fans will take 
care of the matter of finding a 
suitable name as the seasons 
roll by… a name based on the 
brand of ball the players give 
us. Let’s hope it’s good.” 

While Alan Shepherd’s 
intrepid space flight ushered 
America into the Space Age, 
few today realize that a local 
firm helped chronicle the his-
toric event. The camera that 
recorded Shepherd’s “most 
beautiful sight” was actually 
manufactured by J.A. Mauer 
Inc. of 37-01 31st St.  Daniel R. 
Ehrlich headed the Long Is-
land City based company, then 
a well-known manufacturer of 
photo reconnaissance systems 
for both military and civilian 

aircraft. 
As the Cold War intensi-

fied, the Queens College His-
torical Society (a student or-
ganization) invited the first 
secretary of the Russian Mis-
sion to the United Nations, 
Nicholai Bourov, to discuss 
what university education was 
like in his country, though not 

without controversy. (Bourov 
created a local furor two years 
before when he accepted an 
invitation to speak before the 
PTA of PS 193 in Whitestone.)  
But it turned out that the sec-
retary spoke to a largely emp-
ty audience. According to the 
Star Journal, “students stayed 
away in droves, filling fewer 
than 50 of the 268 seats” in the 
lecture hall. Yet to be perfectly 
fair, this was finals week and 
“final exams won.”  

As city officials studied 
plans to convert Welfare Island 
to an “ultra modern“ commu-
nity (what would become the 
Roosevelt Island we know and 
love today), the Star Journal 
commented on the “grandiose 
plan” to get rid of Welfare Is-
land’s buildings—save one—
to construct a $500 million, 
70,000-resident housing devel-
opment financed largely with 
public credit. To the editors, 
the details signaled a bright 
future for what later became 
Roosevelt Island.  

COLUMNS

Putting baseballs and astronauts in orbit

n

Roger Maris (l) and Mickey Mantle 
in 1961. AP
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BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) allocated $25,000 to 
the Colonial Farmhouse Res-
toration Society of Bellerose to 
support its agricultural educa-
tion program, which special-
izes in sustainable farming, 
at the Queens County Farm 
Museum . 

Dating to 1697, the Queens 
County Farm Museum, which 
is operated  by the Colonial 
Farmhouse Restoration Soci-
ety,  is one of the longest con-
tinually cultivated sites in 
New York state and spans 47 
acres, according to the web-
site. The museum offers at-
tractions such as livestock, a 
greenhouse complex, planting 
fields, orchards and an herb 
garden.

“The Queens County Farm 
Museum captures a piece of 
Queens’ past that has long 
since passed, throughout the 
rest of the borough. You sim-
ply won’t find anything like 
it within the city of New York. 

Rather than have them travel 
large distances, the farm-
house provides students an ed-
ucational experience on how 
sustainable agriculture and 
livestock are maintained right 
here in Queens,” Avella said.  
“I’m happy to have secured 
the funding that will help the 
Queens County Farm Museum 
continue its educational and 
agricultural programs, which 
connect us to the history of 
our borough and environmen-
tal preservation,” Avella said.

The Queens Country 
Farm Museum  is owned by 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation and is regis-
tered with the Historic House 
Trust of New York City. Jim 
Trent, president of the Colo-
nial Farmhouse Restoration 
Society, accepted the check, 
which will go toward feed for 
livestock, seeds for field crops 
and supplies for the sustain-
able agriculture education 
program.

Amy Boncardo is the exec-
utive director of the Colonial 

Farmhouse Restoration So-
ciety of Bellerose, which has 
educational programs for both 
students and adults.

“This funding will benefit 
thousands of area school stu-
dents and individuals who take 
part in our workshops, tours, 
and training programs,” Bon-
cardo said.

The Adriance family were 
the original owners of the 
property and much of the 
youth and adult education 
programs center on the lives 
of this colonial family by pro-
viding period examples of how 
these farming methods were 
employed . Some sustainable 
techniques practiced at the 
farm are crop rotation, timed 
planting, and companion 
planting. These methods are 
employed to retain the fertil-
ity of the soil and to reduce the 
need for pesticides. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella presented a $25,000 check to Jim Trent, President 
of the Colonial Farmhouse Restoration Society of Bellerose. 

Courtesy of State Sen. Avella

Avella presents $25K to Queens County Farm
Floral Park museum plans to use funds to shore up its educational programming
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YOU’RE INVITED

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY JUNE 28TH

Endorsed by 

Borough President 

Melinda Katz 

and Councilman 

Paul Vallone

MONDAY, MAY 23RD | 7:00 PM

American Legion
10-20 Clintonville St., Whitestone, NY 11357

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25TH | 7:00 PM

Samuel Field Y
58-20 Little Neck Pkwy, Little Neck, NY 11362

TOWN HALLS
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it was fitting that TSINY was chosen 
to receive the proceeds from the event 
since May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month. 

“This event is huge for us,” Mc-
Cracken said. “We’re out there trying 
to reduce the stigma against mental 
health. One in four adults, and one in 
five children have some kind of mental 
health issue.” 

Patients may start in a residential 
program and work toward living apart 
from TSINY’s facilities to working in 
the book shop owned by the organiza-
tion. Turn the Page Again on Bell Bou-
levard in Bayside is operated by clients 
who have moved up through the TSINY 

programs. McCracken is working on 
two videos for Queens public television 
that will offer information to viewers 
recovering from mental illness.

“This is a major resource for the 
people of Queens and it is so exciting to 
be acknowledged by the Bayside Busi-
ness Association for the great work we 
do. Any funds that we receive will go 
directly to supplement the items that 
the consumers need on a day-to-day 
basis such as furniture, medication, 
transportation, anything that will help 
the quality of their lives. The Bayside 
community has now stepped up to the 
plate to do this and we are very grate-
ful,” TSINY CEO Larry Grubler said.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz and Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) have announced funding for 
renovations to the Queens Library in 
Bay Terrace.

Katz said the allocation of $1.4 mil-
lion would go toward funding the reno-
vation. That amount is in addition to 
the $1.48 million provided by Vallone. 
With plans for a new roof, upgraded 
technology and a self-service check-in 
and check-out feature, the entire reno-
vation is expected to cost $4 million, 
with no current timeline for comple-
tion.

“These are substantial investments 
for not only the long-awaited renova-
tions at the Queens Library at Bay Ter-
race, but also for the families of Bay 
Terrace,” Katz said. “These necessary 
funds will allow for the completion of 
the capital upgrades and ensure the 
library remains up-to-date as a com-
munity hub of learning, literacy and 
culture.”

Katz, Vallone and Queens Library 

President and CEO Dennis Walcott 
made the announcement May 12 at the 
Bay Terrace Library  and recognized 
the importance of libraries as essential 
educational aspects of a community.

“Northeast Queens’ libraries have 
faced a lack of financial support for 
years, but that has now changed. The 
Queens borough president’s and my 
funding will go a long way to improve 
and modernize the Bay Terrace Li-
brary so that the community can enjoy 
it for years to come,” Vallone said. “Our 
libraries provide us with an invaluable 
service and this project reflects my 
commitment to support our libraries, 
which is an investment for our entire 
community.”

“Bay Terrace Community Library 
is on its way toward becoming an up-
to-date library that will serve the edu-
cational and informational needs of 
this community for many decades,” 
said Walcott.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Councilman Paul Vallone, CEO of Queens Library Dennis Walcott and Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz announce funding for the renovation of the Bay Terrace Public 
Library.

 Library redo funded

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.
($995 Society’s Service Fee)

For more info, please email us at stoneycreekcremation@gmail.com 
or mail  coupon to our address:

  Name_________________ Address__________________________  

  Tel:____________________Email____________________________

YES, please send me more information on Stoney Creek!

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Thursday at 4:45 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Taste of Bayside
Continued from Page 6
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Huishen (Jason) Lu
May 2016 
Student of Distincion
Francis Lewis High School
Fresh Meadows, New York 

Jason transferred to Francis Lewis High 
School last year, his third high school in three 
years.  While his transition seemed effortless, 
Jason had to adapt to an entirely different school 
system.  He capitalized on every opportunity to 
get involved, advance himself and earn the re-
spect of teachers and administrators.  In a school 
of over 4,000 students, Jason is known by many.  
He has previously taken and is currently taking 
some of the most challenging courses offered 
at Francis Lewish HS, and he is excelling in all 
subjects.  With a cumulative average of 103.9, 
Jason will graduate at the top of his class with 
an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors 
Endorsement and Mastery in Math Designation.

Jason’s extracurricular activities are not that of 
a typical teenager.  He most recently spent the 
past summer at LeanGap, an innovative entre-
preneurship program for high school students.  
Through this program Jason was able to formu-
late a business model, construct his idea into 
a real product and learned how to present his 
product to a panel of investors. By networking 
with medical professionals from Beth Israel Hos-
pital, Boston Children’s Hospital, Northeastern 
University and Simmons College, Jason became 
Chief Financial Offi cer of PillDrops, a pharma-
ceutical device startup that was recognized by 
the Boston Globe.  PillDrop requires a one-time 
set up that includes dates and times and quantity 
of medication to manage a person’s medica-
tions on a weekly basis. After gaining business 
acumen with PillDrop, Jason has taken his busi-
ness expertise to the next level as co-founder of 
Lemona, a website development startup built and 
run entirely by high school students.

Jason describes himself as being “deeply 
passionate about the intersection of entrepre-
neurship and social responsibility.”  He has a 

genuine interest in the common good and seeks 
to use his business expertise to help others.  In 
2014 he cofounded LyfeCycle, a nonprofi t orga-
nization aimed at distributing bicycles to children 
in third world countries.  Jason learned how to 
navigate the complexities of a startup organiza-
tion and was able to secure partnerships with 
Kirkland and Ellis and Brooklyn Law School. The 
group’s vision came to fruition when over 20 bi-
cycles were transported to the children last year.  
LyfeCycle is still actively fundraising and seeking 
to expand their network and the areas served in 
these impoverished countries.

As President of the Francis Lewis High School 
Red Cross Club, Jason has worked tirelessly 
to fundraise and increase awareness of the 
need for measles vaccinations. He oversees all 
projects directed at disaster relief and charitable 
work. He is also a Petitioner/Appellant for the 
Francis Lewis High School Moot Court Team and 
has trained with attorneys from Proskauer Rose 
LLP on constitutional law. In his previous high 
school, Homestead High School, Jason was a 
Student Council Representative and a member of 
the Debate Team.  He was a Finalist in the 2013 
SCU Philatelic Debate Tournament and awarded 
3rd Place 2013 CLTAC Chinese Speech Contest 

Finalist.  He was also a 2014 FBLA State Leader-
ship Conference Participant and competed in 
the 2015 National High School Moot Court 
Competition.  

 Jason spends his free time volunteering 
with other high school students at a local soup 
kitchen and serving those less fortunate.  Jason 
is not afraid to have his voice heard and speak 
out against injustice.  As an Intern Reporter for 
the Epoch Times, Jason has published articles 
for this international media organization that 
focuses on human rights issues both in New York 
and abroad. Through this organization he pub-
lished articles on the real estate climate of New 
York and interviewed real estate fi rms including 
the Corcoran Group. He also conducted investi-
gative journalism into allegations of unfair fees 
imposed by the New York City Department of 
Health and the exodus of traditional restaurants 
in New York City.

 No stranger to adversity, Jason has had 
to acclimate to several new situations.  He has 
lived in two countries, three different states, and 
transferred schools 11 times in the U.S.  Born 
in China, Jason lived there until around 2006 
before moving to New York. From New York, he 
moved to Atlanta, Suwannee, and Alpharetta, 
Georgia. In seventh grade, he moved to Mil-
pitas, California before moving to Palo Alto, 
California. In his junior year, he returned to New 
York, where he lived in Harlem by himself for a 
month before fi nally settling down in Queens. 
He brokered the apartment his family lives in 
while his parents were still in California.

After graduation Jason will attend Yale 
University commencing Fall 2016.  He hopes to 
continue building his entrepreneurial skills and 
corporate connections while remaining steadfast 
in his moral character and obligations. As Jason 
explains, “In this era of technical innovation, the 
application of skill, knowledge, and talent must 
be guided through philosophical understanding 
to provide value.” His aptitude for business net-
working combined with his superior intelligence 
and generous nature will no doubt enable him to 
make many positive changes in the future.
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Jason Lu
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) said the Sec-
ond Avenue subway is more 
than 94 percent completed and 
on schedule to start running  
in December, but she recom-
mended “guarded optimism 
since there is very little room 
for error” in the final months 
of construction.

The project could fall be-
hind “if milestones are not 
met,” said Maloney, who is-
sued a report card on the proj-
ect that awarded an A-minus 
overall to the MTA for its per-
formance.

When the new line opens, 
the Q line will run from 96th 
Street to 63rd Street on the Up-
per East Side, alleviating the 
daily crush on the Lexington 
Avenue line. The MTA has 
proposed bringing back the W 
line this fall to pave the way 
for the Q line to begin serving 
Manhattan riders.

“The project is 94.4 percent 
completed, all track and most 
of the third rail has been in-
stalled,  station entrances and 
ancillary buildings are being 

completed and the MTA is 
starting to restore streets that 
have been under construction 
for years,”  Maloney told a 
news conference at 82nd Street 
and Second Avenue Monday.

There are three new sta-
tions at 96th Street, 86th Street 
and 72nd Street that will bring 
passengers to the 63rd Street 
station, which is also served 
by the F train.

The MTA broke ground for 
the Second Avenue subway in 
April 2007. The new subway 
line is expected to carry at 
least 200,000 straphangers a 
day and reduce crowding on 
the Lexington Avenue line, 
which now carries more than 
40 percent of all subway riders 
in New York City. 

Maloney praised the MTA, 
which she said “has been ad-
mirably open in its outreach 
to the community.”

On her report card, she 
gave the MTA an overall grade 
of A-minus on the project, a B-
plus to the on-time record and 
a C to its efforts to mitigate the 
effects on the neighborhoods.

“The MTA has demonstrat-
ed that it is aware that it needs 

to do more than merely solve 
engineering problems: It needs 
to work proactively to reduce 
impacts on residents and busi-
nesses,” Maloney said. “More 
frequent meetings with com-
munity members and build-
ing representatives have en-
hanced dialogue and allowed 
the MTA to take action quickly 
to resolve problems.”

The MTA 2015-2019 plan in-
cludes $1.5 billion for Phase 2 
of the new subway, which will 
include stations at 106th, 116th, 
and 125th streets.

Maloney has promoted and 
shepherderd the Second Av-
enue subway for 20 years.

Denise Richardson, execu-
tive director of the General 
Contractors Association of 
New York, said, “Carolyn Ma-
loney is truly the mother of the 
Second Avenue subway.”

The project is a vital part 
of the East Side Access, which 
will bring Long Island Rail 
Road trains into Grand Cen-
tral by 2022 where passengers 
will be able to get on the ex-
tended Second Avenue subway 
as well as the Lexington Av-
enue line.

The Second Avenue subway is more than 90 percent done and on track 
for now to open in December, U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney reports. 

Photo by Phil Newman

2nd Ave subway is on schedule: Maloney

Western Queens Waterfront: Roadmap for the 21st Century
Saturday May 21st, 2016

Please RSVP, Spaces are Limited
Bob Singleton, 
Executive Director, Greater Astoria Historical Society
astorialic@gmail.com | (718) 278-0700

Hosted By                                                  Co-Sponsors

Location: Greater Astoria Historical Society Lecture Hall, Quinn Building, 4th Floor, 35-20 Broadway, Astoria, Queens

Where have we been?  Where are we now?  Where are we going?
Please join us in this all day presentation and discussion on the history, the present status, and the future 
of Western Queens and its waterfront. Each panel will be composed and facilitated by Long Island City 

educators, community leaders, artists, advocates, and elected offi cials.

Agenda
Doors Open; Light Breakfast  8:00 am
Opening Remarks  9:00 am
Panel #1: Overview: Western Queens Waterfront and the East River  10:20 am - 11:20 am
Panel #2: Environmental Challenges to the Western Queens Waterfront & the River  11:25 am - 12:25 pm
Panel #3: Population Pressures on the Western Queens Waterfront  12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Lunch Break: Lunch will not be provided  1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Panel #4: Hopeful Future for the Western Queens Waterfront  2:30 pm - 3:40 pm
Q&A and General Summation  3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Greater Astoria Historical Society
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NYTIMES.COM/THEATERPICKS

MAY 15 –JUNE 12  |
CUNNINGHAM PARK

Q U E E N S, N Y

TICKETS AT BIGAPPLECIRCUS.ORG OR CALL 888-541-3750
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BY BILL PARRY

The first of 75 new state-of-
the-art buses rolled out on the 
borough’s streets Tuesday, ac-
cording to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo. The fleet of new city buses 
are equipped with Wi-Fi and 
USB charging ports.

The remaining buses will 
be delivered at a rate of four to 
five per day, with all 75 arriv-
ing by this summer and oper-
ating in Richmond Hill, South 
Jamaica, South Ozone Park, 
Springfield Gardens, Rosedale 
and Far Rockaway.

“Today, we are reimagining 
the MTA for the 21st century 
and creating a transit system 
that will meet the needs of the 
next generation of New York-
ers,” Cuomo said. “With our 
unprecedented MTA capital 
plan, we are building for the 
future with major initiatives 
that will improve the com-
mute of millions of New York-
ers, reduce overcrowding and 
bring new technology to our 
subways, buses and railroads. 

New York is investing in the 
MTA like never before, and 
together we are capturing the 
boldness and ambition that 
made this the Empire State in 
the first place.”

This year the state dedi-
cated $8.3 billion in funding 
for the MTA’s $27 billion capi-
tal plan, the largest and most 
ambitious spending plan in 
state history, according to of-
ficials. Cuomo also announced 
the success of a field test for 
MTA eTix, a free app that will 
allow Long Island Rail Road 
and Metro-North riders to pur-
chase train tickets anytime, 
anywhere on their mobile de-
vices instead of using paper 
tickets. “We see the debut of 
these new buses and the roll-
out of the MTA eTix field test 
as important steps forward as 
we continue to renew, expand 
the transit system and create 
an enhanced experience for 
our customers,” MTA Chair-
man and CEO Thomas Pren-
dergast said. 

Meanwhile, the city’s De-

partment of Transportation 
will launch faster bus service 
from Jackson Heights to La-
Guardia Airport this fall. The 

new “LaGuardia Limited,” a 
select bus service route, will 
use a dedicated lane, promis-
ing a faster ride for the Q70.

“Right now, a trip on the 
E or F from Midtown with a 
transfer to the existing Q70 
can get riders from Midtown 
to LaGuardia Airport in over 
half an hour, one of the best-
kept secrets in New York trav-
el,” a DOT spokesman said. 
“Working with the MTA, we 
are going to make the Q70 a 
Select Bus Route, which will 
speed service even further 
with off-board fare collection. 
At the same time, DOT and 
MTA will make Q70 buses 
more visible, with a new brand 
and more signage. With SBS in 
place on the Q70, we are confi-
dent that even more NewYork-
ers -- air travelers and airport 
employees alike -- will get to 
know and start to use this fast, 
affordable and high-quality 
transit option.”

The city also showed off 
new prototypes of safer and 
sustainable vehicles for the 
city’s fleet in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park last week. 
Cutting-edge measures in-

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces the arrival of 75 new 
state-of-the-art buses for several routes in the borough. 

Courtesy of Governor's office/Kevin P. Coughlin

Gov announces arrival of new buses in boro 
DOT plans SBS route for Q70 to LaGuardia while city debuts safer and greener vehicles

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

Continued on Page 46
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Participants dressed in a variety of uniforms, from several state  militia, 
the Continental Army and, on the far right, German Hessians, at a 
Revolutionary War Encampment at Maple Grove Cemetery. 

America’s Revolution comes back to life

With cast iron pots over a campfire, she gets the evening meal started. 

Tents are set up on one of the 141-year-old 
cemetery's few open patches. 

Soldiers from the Living History Encampment swap stories. Who says the Revolutionary War was not all 
fun and games? 

Photos by Michael Shain
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LUMINETTE® PRIVACY SHEERS

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(PLUS $100 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

$100 REBATE*
APRIL 12—JUNE 27, 2016

From glare to glow.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/12/16 – 6/27/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the 
product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a 
collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable 
law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and 
rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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TimesLedger pays tribute to the people 
Volunteerism and true community service are rare qualities.  The TimesLedger’s Queens Impact Awards were created three years ago to recognize the heroes among us who give their 
time and their hearts to helping others. This year’s class of Impact honorees were celebrated with a special night at Douglaston Manor and included a Rikers Island guard, a nurse, a 
long-distance runner, a die-hard Mets fan, a pediatrician and 20 other Queens angels. Photos by Michael Shain 

Queens Impact awards ready to go

Rev. Joseph Mantovani of St. Jacobus 
Evangelical Lutheran in Woodside with CNG 
VP of Advertising Ralph D'Onofrio

Marie Slaughter, a Department of Correction 
officer and volunteer at several charita-
ble agencies, gives some shout-outs to co-
workers and family. 

Queens Theatre Managing Director Taryn 
Sacramone and TimesLedger Editor Roz 
Liston

Founder of the Queens Marathon, Kevin 
Montalvo, grabs a selfie with Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz

Brendan Fay, director of the St. Pat’s for All 
Parade

Lester Lin, homeless shelter volunteer, with 
Ralph D'Onofrio

Dr. Jose Prince, a pediatrician, talks with 
family and friends before the dinner. 

Queens County Farm Museum founder and 
President James Trent (l) with TimesLedger 
Publisher Brian Rice

CNG President Jennifer Goodstein (l) with Melinda Katz
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who have made a real impact on Queens

Not pictured are four Impact honorees who could not attend the awards dinner: Erica Ford, founder, LIFE Camp; John Kane, senior VP for behavioral health services, 
Northwell Health; Gail Mellow, president, LaGuardia Community College; and Dan Mundy, president, Broad Channel Civic Association. 

The Woodhaven crowd: Sister Catherine Feeney (l) with Ed and Josephine Wendell. All three 
were honorees from the same neighborhood. 

Mets Cowbell Man Eddie Boison leads a sta-
dium chant. 

City Comptroller Scott Stringer greets 
friends at a table. 

Table 1: (l-r) CNG CEO Les Goodstein, Melinda Katz, Roz Liston and former Queens Borough 
President Claire Shulman, who was also an honoree

Sonia Goode-LeMelle, Elite Performing Arts 
Academy founder, with Ralph D’Onofrio

Animal rescuer Kathleen Thelian with Roz 
Liston

Oratorio Society of Queens Musical 
Director David Close

Manashe Khaimov, coordinator of the Bukharian Teen 
Lounge in Rego Park, and Les Goodstein

Restaurateur Danny Lye with Les Goodstein

Refugee advocate Maria Blacque-
Belair with Ralph D'Onofrio

Mohamed William, a former Army soldier who runs a free bootcamp for 
kids, with Les Goodstein

Anne Forde, chairman of the Math Department at St. 
Agnes High School, with Roz Liston 

The Snyders Violin Quartet entertain. 
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

W
E 

AR
E 

SU
RE

 T
O 

HA
VE

 A
 C

AR
 T

O 
FI

T 
YO

UR
 B

UD
GE

T 
 •

 E
AS

Y 
FI

NA
NC

IN
G!

 B
ES

T 
CH

AN
CE

 T
O 

GE
T 

AP
PR

OV
ED

 IS
 H

ER
E!

 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 5/20/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 
CARS TO 
CHOOSE 
FROM ON 
OUR LOT!

START NOW AT START NOW AT 
MEMORIAL DAMEMORIAL DA
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 05/20/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

MAJOR WORLDMAJOR WORLD

CARS STARTINGAS LOW AS$3995 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

AY SAVINGSAY SAVINGS
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BY MADINA TOURE

Business owners at the 
intersection of Prince Street 
and 37th Avenue in downtown 
Flushing and the city Depart-
ment of Sanitation are work-
ing toward a solution to ad-
dress the trash problem at the 
intersection.

Business owners said they 
were being fined by city in-
spectors for trash accumulat-
ing at the intersection and 
that they were unable to get a 
response from the Sanitation 
Department. Business leaders 
launched the “Keep Flushing 
Beautiful” community sanita-
tion program at a news confer-
ence May 13. 

Crown Container Compa-
ny, a member of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce, donated three indus-
trial-strength garbage bins for 
the intersection—each costing 
more than $600—and commit-
ted to maintaining and emp-
tying the bins daily as a free 
service. 

But after Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) met with the 
Sanitation Department, the de-
partment forced the Flushing 
Chamber to remove the bins. 

“We proposed numerous av-
enues of cooperation that were 
met with repeated reiterations 
of city laws,” Simon Gerson, 
the chamber’s president, said. 
“Fortunately, we came away 
with a personal commitment 
from Ignazio Terranova, rep-
resenting the commissioner 
of Sanitation, to discuss a way 
to place city trash receptacles 
on the Prince Street Triangle 
this week, and we are quite op-
timistic that a solution can be 
agreed on.” 

Belinda Mager, a Sanita-
tion spokeswoman, said the 
department’s local district has 
been monitoring the location 
daily and that it is cleaned 
regularly.

The Enforcement Division 
has issued violation notices 
to businesses lacking private 
carter service as well as for 
littering and throw out condi-

tions at the triangle. 
“The department has long 

worked with business owners 
and residents to help rectify 
the problem, which we believe 
stems from those business 
owners who do not have pri-
vate carters and some nearby 
landlords who are not pro-
viding residents with proper 
garbage and recycling facili-

ties,” Mager said. “Both are 
required by law.”

Mager said the department 
will be meeting with Koo and 
the chamber again next week 
to discuss further solutions.

She said the department has 
proposed that local businesses 
join the department’s Adopt-A-
Basket program, which would 
entail placing litter baskets on 

nearby corners that may not 
already have a basket. The lo-
cal business would be respon-
sible for emptying the basket 
when it is full. 

John Choe, the chamber’s 
executive director, said the 
Sanitation Department was 
not responsive initially.

“As far as I know, when the 
business owners complained 
about it more than two years 
ago, nobody responded to their 
complaints and when I tried 
to follow up and called the De-
partment of Sanitation direct-
ly, very little information was 
forthcoming,” he said. 

Kim has also played a role 
in helping to make Flushing 
cleaner, he added, noting that 
about two years ago, Kim got 
volunteers to power wash 
some sidewalks. 

Another local business and 
member of the Flushing cham-
ber, GW Printing, designed 
and printed labels asking com-
munity members to “Keep 
Flushing Beautiful” in Eng-
lish and in Chinese.

The city asked the Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce to remove 
trash bins at the Prince Street triangle donated by the Crown Container 
Company. Photo courtesy John Choe

Flushing biz owners working with city to tackle trash 
Sanitation Department forces removal of donated garbage bins from Prince Street triangle

For more information visit www.queenschamber.org

Complimentary Admission and Parking - CALL 718.898.8500

...Where every child is our Most Valuable Person
NYS Department of Education Recognizes  

Middle Village Preparatory School as a Reward School

 NYS Education Commissioner Mary Ellen Elia recently identified Middle Village 
Preparatory School as one of 220 high achieving and high progress schools in the 
State. MVP is one of 11 statewide charter schools listed as a Reward School.

 Reward Schools are schools that either have high academic achievement or 
have made the most progress in the State and do not have significant gaps in 
student achievement between subgroups.  To be identified as a Reward School, a 
school must:

arts (ELA) and math performance for both the 2013-14 and 2014-15 school years 
or be among the top ten percent of schools in terms of gains in ELA and math 
performance in the 2014-15 school year.

for all groups of students on all measures for which the school is accountable, 

English language arts and mathematics assessments.

 Principal Ronald Garcia stated, “MVP is proud to be recognized as one of NY 
State’s Reward Schools. The progress our students have made is a testament to the 
dedication and hard work of our teachers and administrators.  We look forward to 
our continued success in providing MVP students with a vigorous and challenging 
academic education.”

MIDDLE VILLAGE  
PREPARATORY  

CHARTER SCHOOL
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BY MARK HALLUM

A teen was assaulted as 
he was walking home from 
Forest Hills High School last 
week, NYPD said. 

The 17-year-old victim was 
on his way home when he no-
ticed a large group of individu-
als fighting. The victim told 
police that he was trying to 
avoid the fight when four oth-
er males broke away from the 
rest of the group and began to 
attack him.

The assailants were about 
the same age as the victim and 
beat him to the ground before 
breaking a bottle over the back 
of his head. 

The fight took place on 
the northeast corner of 110th 
Street and 66th Avenue around 
1 p.m. May 10.

The victim was “conscious 
and alert” when he was taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the Po-
lice Department.

Toya Holness, a spokes-

woman from the city Depart-
ment of Education, said the 
incident occurred off school 
property.

“The safety and security 
of students and staff is our top 
priority. EMS responded to a 
non-school related incident in-

volving a student from Forest 
Hills High School,” Holness 
said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Outside Forest Hills High School, a student is hit on the back of the head 
with a bottle while trying to avoid a fight among other students. 

Student at Forest Hills High
hit with bottle outside school

As part of Earth Week,  Phillip Schlesinger (in red at right), a 
Life Scout with Boy Scout Troop 106 in Middle Village, orga-
nized his troop to rescue and recycle gently used toys in part-
nership with Second Chance Toys. In all, the scouts sent more 
650 toys to the International Children’s School in Corona 

Courtesy of Dawn Schlesinger

A SECOND CHANCE FOR CITY KIDS
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY GRACIANO CLAUSE

After runs at the Public Theater in 
Lower Manhattan and on Broadway, 
as well as a film adaptation directed by 
Spike Lee, the satiric comedy-drama 
rock musical “Passing Strange” has 
made its way to the LaGuardia Per-
forming Arts Center in Long Island 
City.

Written by singer-songwriter and 
playwright Mark Stewart, who goes by 

the name “Stew,” “Passing Strange” 
tells the story of a young African-
American artist from Los Angeles. 

Over the course of the play, Youth 
(Jehan Havé), a character based on 
Stew himself, goes on a artistic jour-
ney of self-discovery through Europe. 

When it was produced on Broadway 
in 2008, “Passing Strange” racked up 
seven Tony nominations, including 
one for Best Musical. It took home the 
trophy for Best Book of a Musical.

Stefanie Sertich is directing the 
play and is also the show’s choreog-
rapher. Her approach to directing the 
show required finding theater ma-
jors who would be hooked education-
ally, spiritually and artistically to the 
show.

“My concept is different than the 
original one in terms of the narrator’s 
role,” Sertich said. 

In the original production of the 
play, Stew performed the role of Youth. 

“How can someone else ever be the es-
sence of the writer, storyteller?” Ser-
tich asked herself before reaching the 
conclusion that since the play’s themes 
are universal, “this is relatable to ev-
eryone.” 

Act I begins on a Sunday morn-
ing in South Central Los Angeles in 
1976. This is where Youth, leading a 
comfortable middle-class life with his 
mother (Aliayah Murchison), begins 

Continued on Page 41

JOURNEY to selfto self

LaGuardia Performing Arts Center brings ‘Passing Strange’ to life in Long Island City

Jehan Havé (c) and the cast of “Passing 
Strange” continue performances of the 
recent Broadway musical by “Stew” 
through this weekend at the LaGuardia 
Performing Arts Center. 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia Performing Arts Center
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PRODUCTIONS

“Disney’s The Little Mermaid” —  Take a 
dip under the sea with the Andrean Players 
as they present the musical adaptation 
of the hit Disney animated fi lm about a 
mermaid who just wants to be part of our 
world. 
When: Through May 22
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 158th St., 
Flushing
Website: www.andreanplayers

“Going Mental: Stopping Stigma One Story 
at a Time” — Members of Citiview Connections 
Clubhouse, the Long Island City-based clubhouse 
for adults with psychiatric disabilities, present 
stories about their day-to-day experiences. 
When: Friday, May 20, at 7:30 pm; Saturday, 
May 21, at 2 pm and 7:30 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 361-7030
Website: www.goodwillnynj.org

“Passing Strange” — This autobiographical 
musical, written by Stew, tells the story of a 
young African-American artist traveling through 
Europe on a journey of self-discovery. 
When: Through May 21

Where: Little Theatre, LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lpac.nyc

“The Dining Room” —   A. R. Gurney’s 
comedy of manners takes the stage at 
the Douglas Community Theatre. The play 
revolves various families who, at different 
times, own the same dining room furniture 
set. 
When: Through May 21
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street and Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors and students 
with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” — The Astoria Performing Arts Center 
presents the recent Broadway musical about a 
group of sixth graders competing to be crowned 
top speller. 
When: Through May 28
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/students and seniors

Continued on Page 41

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooooddddddDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFddddeeee IIIIIIIItttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

Answers in Sports
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BY BILL PARRY

The 6th annual LIC Arts 
Open started Wednesday and 
continues through the week-
end with more than 250 art-
ists opening their studios to 
the public between noon and 
6 p.m. throughout the Court 
Square and Hunters Point dis-
tricts. 

The founder of the bor-
ough’s largest arts festival, 
Richard Mazda, is hoping 
for large crowds that send a 
“gentle message” to develop-
ers that the arts community 
is the heart and soul of the 
neighborhood, which should 
not get lost in the ongoing real 
estate boom.

“It’s remarkable how much 
artists have contributed to 
Long Island City over the last 
several decades and in the 
midst of all this development 
the artists can be forgotten,” 
Mazda said. “We want the 
public to come out in large 
numbers and show us the love 
and maybe some of these for-

ward thinking developers will 
take note. Instead of thinking 
I’ve got to get these people out 
of their studio space to create 
more residential, they’ll real-
ize that the arts community 
was here long before the gold 
rush.”

Mazda, who owns the Se-
cret Theatre on 23rd Street, 
cited plans filed last Friday by 
Stawski Partners for a 66-sto-
ry tower at 43-30 24th St., that 
will include 921 rental units 
with 17,000-square-feet of first 
floor retail space.

“Maybe those developers 
will notice the arts commu-
nity can be useful for them 
and maybe some of that retail 
space can be used as artist 
space with a sweetheart deal 
on the rent,” he said. “I’m 
not anti-business, not by any 
means, I just think that poten-
tially it could be very good for 
them.”

Visitors to the free festival 
can take in the work of more 
than 500 artists at 65 venues 

Artist Gabriele stands beside his work on display at a street fair during the LIC Arts Open event. 

Long Island City celebrates its artistic vibe
Sixth annual LIC Arts Open allows visitors access to studios across the neighborhood

Continued on Page 40

Free Dockage  
For Boats
LUNCH  DINNER  
SUNDAY BRUNCH  
OPEN SEVEN DAYS

516.944.7900
www.LaMottas.net

10 Matinecock Ave  
Port Washington, NY

located waterfront at the  
Manhasset Bay Marina
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EVENTS
 
Celebrate Astoria! 
International Cultural 
Festival — The second 
annual International Cultural 
Festival includes music 
and dance performances 
by groups from Argentina, 
Ireland, Ecuador, Korea, 

Greece, India and other 
countries where Astoria 
residents hail from. 
When: Saturday, May 21, 
from 1:30 pm - 5 pm
Where: Great Lawn in 
Astoria Park, Shore 
Boulevard between the Hell 
Gate Bridge and playground, 
Astoria
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.
centralastoria.nyc

New York on Location 
Street Fair — Get a behind-
the-scenes look at how 
movies are made at this 
day-long street fair featuring 
stunt, special-effects and 
makeup demonstrations. 
Visitors can also check out 
about two dozen movie 
trailers and trucks. The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
will also be open without 
admission all day. 
When: Sunday, May 22, from 
11 am - 5 pm

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 20-26, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Show the Way
Across
1. Masquerades
6. Arabia's Gulf of ___
10. Topic of FX's The 
Americans
14. "March comes in 
like ___ …"
15. Aesop's also-ran
16. "Pet" plant
17. ___ dive (throw 
a fight)
18. What lies in the 
Seine
19. Tiara features
20. Army college 
student
23. Actors' dialogue: 
Abbr.
24. Bit of saltwater?
25. Big inits. in 
camping
28. Goddess queen
31. Pressure
35. Best movie in 2012
37. Rockers ___ N' 
Roses
39. Clash
40. Tennis ace?
43. Prepare baby 
food, perhaps
44. Cabby's passenger
45. "___ Yellow 
Ribbon..."
46. After a long wait
48. It may be 
presidential
50. Aut. opposite
51. Platelet goal
53. Crude dude
55. Follows the 
touchdown signal
62. Sautéing acronym, 
à la Rachael Ray

63. Tepee shape
64. Letters on a 
screen?
66. Grande and de 
Janeiro
67. "-- boy!"
68. U. S. Grant's foe
69. Stays on the 
bench
70. Norse god
71. Sudden outburst

Down
1. Belfry resident?
2. ___ unto itself
3. Enjoy
4. Loam deposit.
5. Seize before it passes
6. 2004 battleground 
state
7. Timbuktu's place
8. ___ you done yet?

9. Like Russian dolls
10. Lead role in 
"Hawaii Five-O"
11. Expressed surprise
12. Lawn care product
13. It's right in your 
atlas
21. Competitor of 
Ragú
22. Effect's mate
25. Phi Beta ___
26. "In ___ -- make 
up your mind!"
27. "I Kissed ___": 
Katy Perry hit
29. Dennis' dog
30. Kournikova and 
others
32. Needle boxes
33. Penicillin treats it
34. 1 Down has this
36. First clue
38. Like bad losers

41. Coil inventor 
Nikola
42. Slam on the 
brakes, e.g.
47. Officer Dibble's 
nemesis
49. Kobe's squad
52. Gear part
54. ___ dozen 
(abundant)
55. Plural suffix with 
mountain
56. 1983 Super Bowl 
designation
57. Blow
58. Take ___ account
59. About to arrive
60. Don't raise
61. Chicken ___
6 5. "Dr. Hug" 
Buscaglia
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14 15 16
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40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54
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LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

RITTERS AND OTHERS
A S A P S L I T S M A G I
G A L L T A R O T C L E M
A T E E A M O U R D U M P
T E X A S R A N G E R M I O
H E I D I S H A Y I N S
A N S L O B M E A N I E

R E V E R T B U S S
T E X A S H O L D E M

S C A N T O W A R D
T A T T O O S P A A R C
O P T A P E S B A N A L
U T E T E X T M E S S A G E
T I R E R U R A L I L I A
E V E N A L A C K D O N T
R E D S S T Y E S E G G S

Continued on Page 42

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY MARK HALLUM

Cuban jazz pianist 
Dayramir Gonzales 
brought a little bit of 
Havana to the Queens 
Library in Jamaica Mon-
day night. 

Inside the building’s 
small auditorium, the au-
dience was enamored by 
the skill and knowledge 
Gonzales brings to his 
art. He gave an intimate 
glimpse into his life in 
Cuba and the passion that 
carried him to the United 
States, brings to his art. 

As a graduate of the 
prestigious Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston 
and apprentice to the leg-
endary Chucho Valdez, 
Gonzales and his band 
delivered an impressive 
show filled with anima-
tion, improv and interac-
tion. 

Gonzales chose to 
play music that detailed 
his journey as an artist, 
from his upbringing in 

Cuba through the his-
tory of the genre he has 
devoted his life to, up to 
his current success.

Gonzales opened 
the show with the song 
titled “Situaciones en 
12/8.” He then moved on 

to “Mabel’s Cha” from 
his first album and the 
song that earned him an 
audition with Berklee. 

The piano virtuoso also 
featured songs from his 
latest album, “Grand 
Concourse,” and brought 

singer Jadele McPherson 
to the stage to accompa-
ny the band. 

The audience was able 
to get a taste of the style 
that led to the birth of 
Cuban jazz with a piece 
by Gonzales called “Sen-
cillo.” 

This composition was 
written in the style of 
musicians who learned 
classical music abroad 
and returned to Cuba to 
apply those lessons to the 
music they were raised 
with. The result was a 
carefree melody and ca-
dence that would seem 
uncharacteristic of the 
formal nature of music 
prior to the turn of the 
century.

Valdez was an influ-
ence on Gonzales’ style 
long before he had the 
opportunity to be taught 
by the award-winning 
musician. 

The percussion, bass 
and drums accompany-

Performers Jadele McPherson (l-r), Dayramir Gonzales, Alex Ayala, Keisel Jiminez and Marcos Lopes gather for a group 
photo after their performance at the Queens Library in Jamaica.  Photo by Mark Hallum

A little Havana night music in Jamaica

Continued on Page 40

Cuban pianist Dayramir Gonzales performs with his band at Queens Library’s main branch

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through May 31, 2016 
Not valid Friday-Saturday  

Not valid Mother’s Day

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP
20% DISCOUNT CASH ONLY 
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ing the piano were some-
thing that Gonzales mod-
eled his own style after.

“He told me, if you 
try to feel comfortable 
and if your mind is free, 
the music will follow the 
way you want. So never 
pretend,” Gonzales said. 
“One of the things I loved 
the most in him is that ev-
ery time he’s on the stage, 
he is very relaxed. He is 
a great entertainer. The 
most important things I 
learned from him was en-

tertainment and his way 
of storytelling.”

There is also a strong 
statement of Cuban pride 
in the music of Gonzales. 

“For me, my music has 
always been a great way 
of expression. Through 
my music and through 
my concerts, you can see 
that I am always talking 
to the audience and en-
couraging people to go 
to Cuba and experience 
Cuba firsthand,” he said. 
“For me, the media in the 
United States is very bi-
ased and what they want 
is to kind of destroy the 
face of what is Cuba. So 
in my concerts I always 

tell people, ‘you need to 
go to Cuba, don’t let any-
one tell you how it is.’”

Gonzales is the found-
er of the Art School of 
Contemporary Perfor-
mance and Creativity, 
and in 2012 was invited 
to play at Carnegie Hall 
with Chucho Valdez and 
other Latin musicians. 

Among his band mem-
bers are Marcos Lopez, 
Keisel Jiminez and Alex 
Ayala, who are all from 
Cuba. 

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

and spaces, including the The Falchi 
and The Factory LIC buildings on 47th 
Avenue behind LaGuardia Commu-
nity College. Over 100 artists will be on 
display in six spaces in the two com-
mercial buildings.

“Those buildings are fascinating 
revivals of giant furniture warehous-
es,” Mazda said. “There are other exhi-
bitions at Resobox Gallery, The Paper 
Factory hotel, Flux Factory and many 
other locations.”

He said many of the open studios 
during the weekend are concentrated 
in the Court Square area, and the roof-
top deck at the Diego Salazar Art Stu-
dios at 43-32 22nd St. makes a good base 
of operations.

“We’ll have live jazz and other per-
formances on this gorgeous roof deck 
right at the center of all that is happen-
ing,” Mazda said. 

For more information a 36-page 
publication is available on line at li-
cartsopen.org.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 37 

Arts Open

Continued from Page 39 

Music

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 
 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com 

 

PLAY …  Over 5,500 Games! 

DINE …  Sandwiches & Steaks!

UNWIND … Free Entertainment!
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Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 

known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

his journey. After deciding that 
he can’t withstand the constant 
battles with his mother, who is 
continually bringing down his 
dreams as an artist, Youth’s life 
takes on a nomadic approach. He 
leaves for Amsterdam to find his 
role in life. From here on out, the 
play keeps returning to the theme 
of leaving home. 

In putting together the pro-
duction, Sertich says she tapped 
into her excitement for both the 
audience and for Queens itself. 

“I am lucky enough that I get 
to pick the shows I want to direct 
at LaGuardia,” Sertich said. “The 
students deserve something they 
can really dig their heels into 
and I hope it will make lasting 
impressions on them!”

In the second act, which brings 
a more free, vibrant, welcom-
ing tone, Youth has “broken the 
chains” and escaped from his past 
life, where he felt like a stranger 
in his own skin. In Amsterdam, 
he meets Renata (Ewa Koziol), 
an abstract artist and cafe wait-
ress, along with a few other casu-
ally enlightened individuals. At 
this point in the play, the music 
becomes looser and more power-
ful, with songs like “We Just Had 
Sex” sung by the whole cast in a 
romantic setting. The search for 

the “real” while performing for 
European audiences who have a 
stereotypical view of a black man 
takes place alongside his quest for 
love. Amsterdam plays an ironic 
role because it is said to be a place 

where people want to be free with 
people in search of a high time—
figuratively and literally due to 
the cannabis smoking, which is 
legal there. 

The rest of Act II brings in the 
sounds of heavy metal music, as 
Youth heads to West Berlin dur-
ing the years when the east and 
west sides of the city were still 
separated by the Berlin Wall. 
There, he meets artists who are 
plotting to bring down main-
stream media. 

This play about music and life 
uses its personal, autobiographi-
cal story to take the audience on 
a musical exploration of identity 
crisis, youth angst, and the per-
vasive effects of stereotypes.

Continued from Page 35 

‘Strange’
Continued from Page 36 

Theater

Student actors rehearse a scene of “Passing Strange” at the LaGuardia 
Community College. Photo courtesy LaGuardia Performing Arts Center

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

MINDFUL THEATER

Cast members Holland Hamilton (front row, l-r), 
Tina Maria Revelo, Shai Rosenfeld, along with Carol 
Lustgarten (back row l-r), Lilly Hayes and Laura Anne 
Walker rehearse a scene from "Going Mental: Stopping 
Stigma One Story at a Time," which plays this weekend 
at the Queens Theatre. See listing under Productions 
for details.  Photo courtesy Goodwill NYNJ

IF YOU GO

“Passing Strange”
When: Through May 21
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10/general, $8/students
Contact: (718) 482-7206
Website: www.lpac.nyc



42    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAY 20-26, 2016 TL

Where: Kaufman Astoria 
Studios, 36th Street between 
34th and 35th avenues, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.
us

¡Oye Corona! Celebration 
of Culture at Corona 
Plaza — The Queens Museum 
returns with its monthly 
event offering music, dance, 
art making and stories. 
When: Saturday, May 28, 
from 1 pm - 6:30 pm
Where: Corona Plaza, 103rd 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue, 
Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MUSIC

Tribute to Scott Joplin — 
Vince Giordano and His Night 
Hawks present a special 
concert tribute to legendary 
composer Scott Joplin at his 
fi nal resting spot. A free BBQ 
will also take place. 
When: Saturday, May 21, at 
2 pm
Where: St. Michael’s 
Cemetery, 72-02 Astoria 
Blvd., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free, but donations of 
canned food will be accepted
Contact: (718) 278-3240
Website: www.
stmichaelscemetery.com

Queens College Choral 
Society — To celebrate the 
end of its 75th season, the 
QCCS teams up with the 
Queens College Choir and 
Orchestra to present Verdi’s 
“Requiem.”

When: Saturday, May 21, at 
8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $20/general, $5/with 
valid QCard
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Concert and Lawn Tea — 
Pianist Christine Smith and 
Cellist James Acampora 
present an afternoon 
of Latin and jazz music 
accompanied by Victorian-
inspired tea. 
When: Sunday, May 22, at 
2 pm
Where: Voelker Orth 
Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $20/general, $16/
members
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.
org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— For its annual spring 
concert, the Oratorio Society 

of Queens presents Fauré’s 
“Requiem” and “Cantique de 
Jean Racine.”
When: Sunday, May 22, at 
4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35/general, $30/
senior and student, $10/child
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Queens Symphony 
Orchestra — To mark 
Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center’s 50th 
anniversary, the QSO 
presents “Music of the 
Knights,” a program of works 
by Elton John, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Paul McCartney. 
When: Sunday, May 29, at 
3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40/requested 
donation
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

Continued from Page 38 

Arts

LEADING LADY
Conductor Victoria Bond makes her Queens Symphony 
Orchestra debut with a program of works by Elton 
John, Andrew Lloyd Webber and Paul McCartney. See 
listing under Music for more informa-
tion.  Photo courtesy Queens Symphony Orchestra

LIGHTS, CAMERAS, ACTION
Movie trucks and trailers at the "New York on Location" street fair and celebration 
of filmmaking in New York, presented by Museum of the Moving Image, Theatrical 
Teamsters Local 817, and Kaufman Astoria Studios. See listing under Events 
for more information.  Photo courtesy Rene Carson for Museum of the Moving Image
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY MARK HALLUM

Bart Troiano, a third-
generation Italian American, 
opened Boardwalk Pizzeria & 
Restaurant in April 2013 after 
having left his father’s busi-
ness, an Italian restaurant on 
Long Island. 

Just down Beach 67th Street 
under the A train in Rockaway, 
Troiano’s pizza parlor draws a 
crowd that ranges from beach 
bums to weekenders whenever 
the weather gets warm.

“I love Rockaway. It’s very 
unique and a great spot,” 
Troiano said. 

Although Hurricane Sandy 
took its toll on the pizzeria 
early on, Troiano and his part-
ners didn’t back down.

“We were under construc-
tion when Sandy hit and it set 
us back,” he said. “We ended 
up opening in April the year 
after the hurricane.”

Troiano’s perseverance has 
paid off. Since Boardwalk’s 
belated opening, it has gained 
a vocal following. Along with 
many local residents, Yelp 
reviewers have made their 
positive opinions of the spot 
known.

According to manager Mel 
Treminio, the neighborhood of 
Arverne has changed tremen-
dously since the restaurant 
opened. Large, white vacation 
homes have sprung up along 
the beach and contribute to 
seasonal surges in the cus-

tomer base for the pizzeria. 
Treminio says that the most 
popular choices for customers 
are the Buffalo chicken and the 
baked ziti pizzas. The ziti is a 
round pizza with pasta baked 
into the crust and topped with 
mozzarella and ricotta cheese. 

This is just the beginning 
of the creativity at Boardwalk. 
Their full menu consists al-
most entirely of standard Ital-
ian dishes, but in the form of 
pizza.

Troiano cites several sourc-
es for Boardwalk’s success.

“My father has an Italian 
restaurant in Long Island. 
What I know about business, 
I learned from my father and 
what I learned about the pizza 
business, I learned from my 
partners,” Troiano said.

Located at 68-20 Rockaway 
Beach Blvd., the restaurant is 
close enough to the ocean to 
let patrons wander from their 
beach towels to its outdoor 
seating area, where they can 
enjoy a slice with little inter-
ruption of summer activities. 

Boardwalk’s options go way 
beyond the standard slice with 
cheese, including such healthy 
options as a battered eggplant 
hero, sauteed assorted vegeta-
bles and seafood favorites like 
calamari, or mussels in red or 
white sauce. There is even an 
entire section on the menu re-
served for veal, giving further 
proof that Boardwalk Pizzeria 
& Restaurant is far more that 
just pizza.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 

that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows

Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Cohen Children’s Medical 
Center in New Hyde Park has 
announced a trio of new ad-
ministrative appointments. 

Dr. Charles Schleien has 
been named the new execu-
tive director of Cohen Chil-
dren’s Medical Center. 

Carolyn Quinn, RN, will 

now serve as the hospital’s 
deputy executive director 
overseeing the operations of 
Cohen. 

Jonathan Scheidt has 
also been tapped as deputy 
executive director. He will be 
responsible for the hospital’s 
finances. 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARPEOPLE

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Boardwalk Pizzeria & Restaurant in Arverne recently celebrated its third anniversary.  
Photo by Mark Hallum

Slice of summer in Rockaways

Dr. Charles Schleien (l-r), Carolyn Quinn and Jonathan 
Scheidt have new roles at Cohen Children's Medical Center.  

Photos courtesy Northwell Health

Boardwalk Pizzeria & Restaurant marks its third anniversary at Arverne location
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During the Education Week, a Vi-
sion Zero Street Team of DOT safety 
personnel and the 107th Precinct have 
been handing out fliers and speaking 
with people at the intersection.

From Jan. 1, 2015 to March 1, 2016, 
there were two traffic fatalities in the 
107th Precinct area as well as 723 in-
juries, the councilman said. 

He said streetscapes have been 
redesigned, new laws have been im-
posed and there are lowered speed 
limits. 

“Vision Zero has been very suc-
cessful in reducing fatalities citywide, 
including at that corner (Hillcrest 
intersection), which is an extremely 
busy corner,” Lancman said. 

Other attendees were state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-Hollis); state As-
semblyman Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing); U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing); Kim Wiley-Schwartz, 
DOT’s assistant commissioner of ed-
ucation and outreach; Queens DOT 
Deputy Borough Commissioner Al-
bert Silvestri; the DOT street team; 
and representatives from the NYPD 
and the 107th Precinct.

not comment on whether a facilitator 
is necessary, but said the roundtable 
is close to ratifying the bylaws.

“As far as Senator Avella, he’s 
been a really important part of this,” 
Schreiber said. “He’s been part of 
this from the very beginning. I really 
hope he will continue to attend the 
meetings whether there is a facilita-
tor or not.”

Although he would not comment 
on Brown’s decision to hold a JFK 
committee meeting, Schreiber said 
he felt uncomfortable about holding 
an LGA committee meeting. 

“I didn’t feel that I had the author-

ity to do that without bylaws being in 
place,” he said. 

Susan Carroll, a roundtable rep-
resentative, said she will continue 
attending meetings but agreed a fa-
cilitator could help. 

“It’s (the chasm) deepening over 
time... If they can bring in somebody 
who can restore order, then I’m all for 
it,” Carroll said. 

But she was conflicted over 
Brown’s decision to hold the JFK 
committee meeting.

“On the one hand, I think it’s good 
that the JFK committee met and dis-
cussed issues pertinent to them, but 
at the same time there’s no real or-
ganization so I don’t know what the 
end result of that is going to be,” she 
said.

Greenwich Village, have the highest 
graduation rates in the city, with more 
than 95 percent of students graduating 
in four years. The Bronx’s Commu-
nity Board 5, which includes Morris 
Heights, Fordham South and Mount 
Hope, had the lowest rate, with only 
61 percent of students graduating in a 
four-year time span.

Overall, on-time graduation rates 
increased to 71 percent in 2015 from 47 
percent in 2005, according to data from 
the Department of Education that was 
analyzed in the report.

Based on the analysis, the Queens 
district with the lowest on-time gradu-
ation rate was Community Board 14, 
which includes Far Rockaway, Breezy 
Point and Broad Channel. Students liv-

ing in the district graduated on time 
67.7 percent of the time.  It ranked 49th 
out of the total 59 districts in the city.

The report concluded that a child’s 
neighborhood or community district 
is a pertinent barometer for on-time 
graduation performance, despite the 
increasing availability of school choice 
as an option for students and parents.

“The city’s school choice program 
does provide benefits to some chil-
dren,” said Karen Lewis, the co-direc-
tor of Measure for America. “But it 
rests on the assumption that all kids 
have adults in their lives with the 
time, language skills, social networks, 
and financial resources required to 
navigate this bewildering process. Un-
fortunately, many don’t.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 
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Vision Zero

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

er-wilding took place in August when 
officers from the 107th Precinct in 
Flushing discovered a large group of 
dirt bike and ATV riders driving reck-
lessly in the north and southbound 
lanes of the Van Wyck Expressway.

One rider aboard an ATV sped along 
Park Drive East right into oncoming 
traffic. Two people were arrested and 
two ATVs and a dirt bike were seized 
in that incident.

The NYPD’s new efforts are part of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero acci-
dent reduction campaign. Bratton said 
the operation is showing results with 
seizures up 96 percent compared with 
this time last year.

“Last year we had five deaths relat-
ed to ATV’s, minibikes and these off-
the-road type vehicles,” he said. “This 

year we’ve had zero.”
Bratton said the NYPD would carry 

out operations every weekend in an 
effort to “get these characters” and 
asked the public to report such packs 
of riders by calling 311 or 911.

“Nothing is more dangerous than 
the manner in which some of these 
individuals choose to operate their 
motorcycles, ATVs and dirt bikes,” 
Deputy Commissioner Robert Marti-
nez said. “It projects a sense of reck-
lessness, a sense of lawlessness in our 
city.”

Martinez said the crushed vehicles 
would be sold as scrap metal at 2 cents 
a pound.

“I hope we make a few bucks with 
it,” Bratton said. “You’re not going to 
get rich.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

ed at the Whitestone Library,” Sultana 
said. “It’s public knowledge. Anybody 
can go read it.”

 In November 2015, CB7 recommend-
ed that the site be downzoned specifi-
cally for residential homes and said 
the developer did not provide a deed 
restriction ensuring only homes are 
built at the site. At the time, Sultana 
said they provided the deed restriction 
but were told the deed restriction was 
not good enough.

In June 2010, the DEC approved a 
remedial work plan for the site and the 
remediation was done. 

In 2012, the DEC and EBI Consult-
ing, the court-appointed receiver, en-
tered into a consent order to investi-

gate, remove and properly dispose of 
unapproved materials brought to the 
site as well as any pre-existing mate-
rials that were mixed and combined 
with the unapproved materials.

Once Edgestone completes the 
cleanup activities, it will prepare a fi-
nal engineering report and submit to 
the DEC. The report will outline the 
cleanup activities completed and cer-
tify that cleanup requirements have 
been completed or will be completed. 

When the DEC determines that 
cleanup requirements have been ful-
filled or will be accomplished, it will 
approve the report and issue a comple-
tion certificate to Edgestone. At that 
point, Edgestone can redevelop the 
site. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.
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about recovery for your life,” 
Walden said. “So if we focus 
on doing all those things and 
making you just get better 
with the proper care and we 
make all the small things 
come to you on a silver plat-
ter, it’ll make your life a lot 
easier.”

To further help patients 
with speech and communi-
cation rehabilitation, the 
center uses the Iowa Oral 
Performance Instrument, 
a measuring device that as-
sesses muscle weakness and 
motor control. 

Weissman said the direc-
tor of the rehab center is a 
speech language patholo-
gist, noting that it is rare for 
speech pathologists to take 
on such an extreme intensive 
rehab specifically for stroke 
patients. 

Some of the stroke patients 
have also had unrelated hip 
and knee surgeries and need 
to regain their lower and up-
per body strength, he said. 

“For those type of patients, 
they really have to deal with 
the struggles of things like 
dysphasia or eating prob-
lems, speaking, cognition is-
sues,” Weissman said. “But 
as Claudia (Giammarino)  is 
the speech language patholo-
gist, she has a real, great pull 
on what it takes for somebody 
who has suffered a traumatic 
brain injury or a stroke to get 
back to that level of function-
ing.”

Laverne Pryce, nurse 
manager for The Grand’s 
first floor, which includes the 
stroke unit, has been work-
ing at The Grand for eight 
years. 

“It’s (the center) going to 
benefit families, it’s going 
to benefit residents,” Pryce 
said.

“It allows him to continue 
exploring a run for mayor in 
a more concrete fashion,” a 
spokesman for Ulrich said. 
He noted that Ulrich had no 
specific timeline as to when he 
would reach a decision about 
pursuing a run for mayor. 

If Ulrich decides to run, the 
contribution limits for indi-
viduals to his campaign would 
be $4,950, according to the 
Campaign Finance Board’s 
website. For a City Council 
race, the limit is $2,750. While 
Ulrich can currently raise as 
much as $4,950 with the ex-
ploratory committee, he would 
have to refund the remainder 
of any contribution greater 
than $2,750 if he decides to 
forgo a mayoral run and con-

centrate on the race for the 
council seat.

The New York Post report-
ed in February that leading 
GOP voices in the city and 
state were encouraging Ulrich 
to challenge de Blasio in the 
2017 general election, includ-
ing Queens Republican Party 
Chairman Bob Turner and 
Joe Lhota, who ran unsuccess-
fully against de Blasio in the 
mayoral general election of 
2013.

Turner said Ulrich would 
be a formidable candidate and 
hoped he would consider run-
ning for mayor. He said he had 
known Ulrich since Turner 
bested David Weprin in a spe-
cial election to replace U.S. 
Rep. Anthony Weiner, who 
represented the  9th Congres-
sional District, in 2011.

“I think his record on vot-
ing for fiscal responsibility 

in the city, and responding to 
some of the excesses of the de 
Blasio administration in edu-
cation and other areas proba-
bly put him in good stead with 
a large swath of the middle 
class,” Turner said about Ul-
rich. “He’s tough to pigeon-
hole.”

Ulrich is one of only three 
Republicans in the City Coun-
cil. He was elected to represent 
District 32 in a special election 
in February 2009. He won in a 
general election campaign in 
November 2009 and won re-
election in November 2013. He 
is currently the Council’s Vet-
erans’ Committee chairman.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

clude installing life-saving 
truck side guards, which pro-
tect pedestrians from falling 
under rear wheels, on 370 city 
trucks  and 185 new electric 
cars that will reduce munici-
pal fleet emissions 50 percent 
by 2025.

The city will also bar the 
use of hands-free phone de-

vices by city fleet operators, 
except for emergency respond-
ers. The NYPD will double its 
use of biodiesel from 5 to 10 
percent biodoesel blends.

“The new electric cars set 
to be used in our city’s fleet 
will help make the municipal-
ity with the largest electric 
vehicle fleet in the nation and 
will make our city more sus-
tainable,” City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) said. “Expanding our use 

of biodiesel in NYPD vehicles 
will also reduce pollution and 
improve our air quality. These 
sustainable habits will bring 
us closer toward our goal of 
reducing carbon emissions 80 
percent by 2050 and continue 
to make our city a leader in 
green energy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

magic that appears on screen, 
few people outside the indus-
try can really appreciate all 
of the work that goes into 
creating that magic,” KAS 
President Hal Rosenbluth 
said. “New York on Location” 
is a wonderful way for fami-
lies and anyone interested in 
movies and TV shows to ex-

perience what goes on behind 
the scenes and meet people 
who work in the industry

Admission is free to “New 
York on Location” and the 
museum from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The studio gate is lo-
cated at 36th Street and 35th 
Avenue.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The life of a mobster is a 
dead-end street that ends no-
where good.” 

Robert Debello, 74, of 
Whitestone, known as “Old 
Man,” “Bobby” and “Grand-
pa”; Steven Pastore, 56, of 
Staten Island; Ryan Ellis, 34, 
of Bayside, known as “Joseph 
Princi,” “Baldy,” “Lazy Eye” 
and “Zeus”; and Salvatore 
Delligatti, 40, of Oakland 
Gardens, known as “Jay” and 
“Fat Sal,” were members or 
 associates of the organized 
crime family, according to 
the indictment. 

Debello was a soldier, re-
porting directly to a captain 
in the Genovese family, often 
at a social club in Lower Man-
hattan, the indictment said.

From about 2008 to around 
May 2016, Debello, Pastore, 
Ellis and Delligatti took part 
in the criminal affairs of the 
Genovese family through a 
pattern of racketeering ac-
tivity, the indictment contin-

ued. 
Debello, Ellis and Delli-

gatti conspired to commit a 
murder in 2014, an attempted 
murder, extortion and partic-
ipate in an illegal gambling 
business as well as carry-
ing out firearm offenses, the 
court documents said. 

Pastore was also involved 
in the operation of an illegal 
gambling business, the in-
dictment said.

Five of the other  defen-
dants, including Luigi Roma-
no, 38, of Whitestone, known 
as “Louie Sunoco,” conspired 
along with Delligatti,  one of 
the Genovese family associ-
ates, to commit a murder for 
hire and committed a related 
firearms offense, the indict-
ment continued.

The remaining nine de-
fendants were involved in the 
operation of the illegal gam-
bling business, the indict-
ment added.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Obama’s nuclear deal with 
Iran, noting that soft power 
must be better utilized in 
the region. Kaplan, who was 
forced to flee Iran as a child 
after the Iranian revolution, 
said the United States must be 
cautious.

“It is a regime not to be 
trusted, and it is a regime we 
should not give legitimacy to,” 
she said. “We need to keep on 
verifying.”

The debate was mostly cor-
dial, barring some sparring 
between Stern and Suozzi. 
Stern questioned why Suozzi 
had refused to return a $11,000 
donation he had received from 
Republican presidential front-
runner Donald Trump seven 
years ago. Suozzi responded 
that those types of attacks are 
“why people hate politics.”

Kaiman stressed caution 
concerning the tone of the 
back-and-forth between the 
candidates at the Great Neck 
House debate.

“I believe a lot of us need to 
be careful on how we criticize 
each other,” he said, pointing 

out that he was worried the 
fight in the general election 
campaign after the primary 
would be very difficult.

Clarke took several op-
portunities during the debate 
to decry what he alleged was 
the corrosive influence of big 
money in politics and said his 
outsider status was best suited 
to the times.

“I’m the only one who hasn’t 
held office,” he said. “And I 
think that’s a good thing.”

Levy asked the candidates 
to name an issue they could 
work on with Republicans, 
but said they should not chose 
easy topics like support for the 
Israeli government, proper 
medical care or assistance for 
first because they are non-con-
troversial.

Stern suggested support for 
veterans as a common cause, 
noting that Suffolk County has 
the largest population of veter-
ans in New York state. He also 
said he wanted to find Repub-
licans who would work with 
him on Alzheimer’s treatment 
and prevention.

“I refuse to believe we can-
not find Republicans we can 
work with to cure Alzheim-
er’s,” he said.

The candidates all ex-
pressed support for the state 
of Israel. Several candidates, 
including Suozzi, said peace 
between Israel and Palestine 
remained hard to envision for 
the moment.

“I believe in a two-state so-
lution,” he said. “But there is 
no partner for peace.”

The Democratic primary 
will be held June 28, and the 
winner of the contest will go 
on to face a Republican chal-
lenger in the general elec-
tion in November. Queens is-
sues were barely mentioned, 
though Kaiman briefly spoke 
about co-op housing reform 
and airplane noise as issues 
that concern the entirety of 
the district.

The 34rd Congressional 
District extends from Whites-
tone to Kings Park in Long Is-
land, and includes parts of the 
Queens communities of Bay 
Terrace, Bellerose Manor and 
Glen Oaks.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Dominique Toussaint un-
derstands her time as a star 
for Christ the King is fin-
ished. It leaves her with the 
need to prove herself all over 
again as she heads to the Uni-
versity of Virginia this fall 
and tries to earn a chance to 
represent her country in a 
month.

“I’m not the best any-
more,” Toussaint said. “I’m 
back at the bottom. I got to 
work my way back up.”

The senior point guard 
said she took only about a 
week off since the Royals’ sea-
son ended in March, thanks 
to the Jordan Brand Classic 
and now tryouts for the USA 
U18 team from May 27-31 in 
Colorado Springs. She had se-
nioritis for a moment, before 
brushing it aside. 

“Getting back into work-

outs was a little difficult,” 
Toussaint said. “My mindset 
was I am getting ready for 
college, but I already have my 
college so I don’t have to work 
hard. But I had to get the men-
tality again that I still have 
stuff I need to accomplish.” 

Toussaint, ranked the No. 
49 prospect in the country by 
ESPN, knows that earning 
a spot on Team USA won’t 
be easy, since she’ll be going 
against the best of the best 
from around the country. 
She just wants to make sure 
she solidifies the fact that she 
belongs. 

“It’s a big motivator,” 
Toussaint said. “It’s some-
thing I want to achieve, even 
just going there and showing 
out, even if I don’t make the 
team, I know I will have ac-
complished something. I did 
not want to go there and not 

BY LAURA AMATO

Quentin Holmes heard 
the ball crack off his bat. He 
watched it sail into deep right 
field. Then he put his head 
down and ran.

He won’t do that anymore.
Holmes was so focused on 

running, determined to drive 
in runs and maybe notch an 
inside-the-park home run, 
that the Monsignor McClancy 
junior didn’t realize that he 
was about to out-run someone 
else—his teammate.

Holmes sprinted by Ronald 
Clinton as he was rounding 
third base in a play that high-
lighted one of the strangest 
innings the Crusaders have 
played all season en route to a 
2-1 CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
victory over visiting Arch-
bishop Molloy on Sunday.

“I actually just saw that 
kind of play in the major 
leagues earlier this week,” Hol-
mes said. “I didn’t think in my 
mind he’d still be standing on 
the base, because it was clear 
the ball was going pretty far. I 
just put my head down. I see an 
open base and I go for it.”

McClancy had struggled 
at the plate early before John 
Lluvera singled into left field 
in the bottom of the fifth. Clin-
ton followed up with a walk 
and, suddenly, the Crusaders 
had two men on with Holmes 
up to bat.

Holmes, a Mississippi State 
commit, drilled his third hit 
of the day and that was when 
things got chaotic.

Lluvera crossed home eas-
ily, but Holmes couldn’t con-
trol his speed behind Clinton. 
The play negated an RBI triple 
for the center fielder and sent 
Clinton back to first base after 
Holmes was called out.

“I think we’ll have to dis-
cuss the communication. Hon-
estly, I don’t think it’s all the 
player’s fault,” said McClancy 
coach Nick Melito. “That’s the 
fastest guy in the city playing 
baseball. He knew he hit the 

ball well and he knew he had 
an inside-the-park home run. 
It happened.”

It would have been easy for 
McClancy (11-6) to shut down 
after the play. The team did 
the opposite.

Kyle Schaefer responded 
with an RBI double of his own, 
legitimately scoring Clinton 
and giving the Crusaders a 
lead they would never surren-
der.

“I think people forget that 
Schaefer’s just a sophomore,” 
Melito said. “He has tremen-
dous pressure on him. I think 
for him to come through, it’s 
going to give him a lot of con-
fidence.”

Holmes had to admit he was 
thankful to his teammates for 
stepping up after his mistake. 
It’s certainly one he doesn’t 
hope to repeat any time soon.

“It shows that we’re a 
strong enough team to do it,” 
Holmes said. “We’ll fall down 
one time, but we’ll definitely 
pick ourselves back up.”

The chaos of the fifth in-
ning also chased Molloy (10-

6) starter Billy Hatzinikolau 
from the mound after an oth-
erwise solid outing.

“It was only (Hatzinkolau’s) 
second start and I thought he 
did a great job,” Molloy coach 
Brad Lyons said. “He gave us a 
chance to win.”

While McClancy’s bats 
were inconsistent, the Crusad-
ers’ pitching was anything but 
as Charlie Neuweiler tossed a 
complete game, giving up four 
hits and striking out nine.

“It’s always a weight off 
your shoulders when you’re 
pitching and you have the 
lead,” Neuweiler said. “You 
have some room to breathe. It 
was crazy, but they got me the 
one-run lead I needed to feel 
comfortable on the mound and 
I could just do my thing.”

McClancy now holds its 
fate in its own hands, looking 
to jockey for position in the 
BQCHSAA standings before 
the postseason gets underway.  

“It’s a good win,” Melito 
said. “Every day, you’re play-
ing for life. It’s a game, but ev-
erybody can beat everybody.”Continued on Page 48

Monsignor McClancy junior center fielder Quentin Holmes collected 
three hits in a win over Molloy. Photo by Robert Cole

Christ the King's Dominique Toussaint dribbles the ball up the floor 
against Nazareth.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Crusaders keep cool 
McClancy recovers from missed cues to beat Molloy

Toussaint takes on 
some new challenges
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BY TROY MAURIELLO

On an eventful Senior Day 
for Mary Louis, it was a domi-
nant start and some clutch hit-
ting from a junior that helped 
the Hilltoppers make history.

Ace Elizabeth Hanover 
tossed a complete game shut-
out and added an RBI double 
to push Mary Louis past Font-
bonne Hall 4-0 May 12 at Cun-
ningham Park, giving the 
Hilltoppers their first outright 
Brooklyn/Queens regular-
season softball championship 
in program history.

“It feels so good because it 
hasn’t happened to Mary Lou-
is in so many years,” Hanover 
said. “With a great team, it’s 
just so great.”

Despite Hanover’s domi-
nance on the mound, TMLA’s 
offense struggled to put much 
together against Fontbonne 
starter Bianca Marletta. The 
senior struck out 10 and al-
lowed just five hits as she kept 
the Hilltoppers off balance for 
nearly the entire game.

However, TMLA (5-3) was 
able to break through against 
Marletta in the third with a 
two-out rally that provided all 
of its offense for the game. 

With a runner on first and 
two outs, Hanover stepped up 
to the plate with a chance to 
help her own cause, and she 
did just that with a clutch RBI 
double to the gap in right cen-
terfield.

After third baseman Kelsey 
Trudden walked to give TMLA 
runners on first and second 
with two out, her fellow senior 
Taylor Milata kept the train 
rolling with a two-RBI double 
to extend the lead to 3-0.

“I was nervous because to-
day was our Senior Day and I 
felt like I needed to step up for 
my team,” Milata said.

Centerfielder Sam Merino 
added a single of her own mo-
ments later to complete the 
four-run inning and give Ha-
nover a comfortable lead that 
she had no trouble hanging on 
to.

Fontbonne (3-5) threatened 

with runners on second and 
third with two outs in the top 
of the fourth. However, Ha-
nover got right fielder Nicole 
Fallon to line out softly to 
second base to end the inning. 
From that point, she allowed 
just two more hits over the fi-
nal three innings.

Hanover struck out just 
two batters in seven innings, 
but she pitched to contact and 
allowed her stellar defense to 
back her up.

Merino, left fielder Caitlin 
Hillebrand and right fielder 
Camryn Roy combined to play 
a lockdown defensive outfield. 
A spectacular running catch 
by Merino in the top of the fifth 
saved a run and preserved Ha-
nover’s shutout.

“When we play the way we 
did today, from the first play 
that was over the left fielder’s 
head that she ran down, to 
the second baseman running 
down pop ups, to the center 
fielder running down every-
thing…put the ball in play, 
we’ll catch it,” TMLA coach 
Rob Elkins said.

Aside from being a nice 
sendoff for the three TMLA se-
niors, Hillebrand, Milata and 
Trudden, the win also gave the 
Hilltoppers their first outright 
Brooklyn/Queens division 
title in program history and 
was their first division crown 
since 2005, when they played 
in a Queens-only division.

But Elkins made it clear 
after the win that he had no in-
tention of being content with 
his team’s division champion-
ship. The coach preached to 
his players that this was only 
“step one” of their journey this 
season.

“[The next step is] winning 
the conference in the playoffs, 
that gets us to the states, and 
then, in a perfect world, win-
ning the state championship,” 
Elkins said.

And it seems as though the 
TMLA players share that con-
fidence as well.

“I think we can [take the 
next step] if we all come and 
we’re ready to play,” Hannover 
said. “I think we can definitely 
take it.”

My watch has ended.
For the last eight years—

four of them here at the 
TimesLedger and another 
four at the New York Post—
I have had the privilege to 
be your eyes and ears, your 
evaluator and a watchdog in 
New York City’s local sports 
scene. It’s a role I dreamed 
about since my days of play-
ing high school basketball in 
the CHSAA, one I took seri-
ously and found so much joy 
in.

Nothing beats being at the 
big game, writing about the 
rising stars, uncovering the 
hidden gems and bringing 
to light instances where the 
kids or coaches weren’t get-
ting a fair shake.

That time for me has end-
ed.

This will be my last col-
umn, as my career has taken 
me to a new place and on a 
new path. You will all enjoy 
who is coming next to this pa-
per as Laura Amato, a rising 
star in the business, takes 
over my duties. 

I leave not just this medi-
um behind, but a community 
that welcomed me with open 
arms from day one as the new 
kid on the block, and never 
left me with a boring day.

My job never felt like 
one—outside of those 12-to-
14-hour playoff days or when 
news broke and my wedding 
date was yelling at me to put 
my phone down. My passion 
was fed by the enthusiasm, 
concern and love that came 
from the city’s players and 
coaches—who left me with 

too many amazing moments 
to list here.

One state-championship-
winning softball coach once 
told me I was part of the fam-
ily. I leave truly feeling that 
way and want to thank all the 
people who touched, changed 
and bettered my life along 
the way. My hope is I some-
how returned that favor back 
to you. 

I do exit saddened by the 
lack of coverage the current 
click-driven media reality has 
created for high school sports 
in New York City across the 
board and am thankful that 
this paper continues to see 
the value in it.

There are amazing sto-
ries to tell, incredible people 
to give their due. One story 
or one comment to a college 
coach can aid in bettering a 
player’s life, help them use 
athletics to move forward in 
the world. 

All I ever wanted to do 
was to produce stories good 
enough for the kids to frame, 
good enough to show to their 
grandma and grandpa and 
send to aunts and uncles out 
of state. A thank you from a 
player was worth more than 
any amount of money.

All of it—every typed 
word—was for the players 
and no one else. 

Just because I won’t be 
around every day to watch 
the next crop grow up, doesn’t 
mean I won’t take a moment 
here or there to check in on 
my family—to just talk to 
and congratulate them or 
magically appear at a gym or 
a field for a can’t-miss event. 

The scene is in my DNA 
and there is no going back. 

It is why I will not say 
goodbye, but see you soon. 
This business and New York 
City has a way of eventually 
bringing you back home. 

My watch has ended. My 
love for it all never will.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Mary Louis shortstop Taylor Milata takes a swing against Fontbonne 
Hall. Photo by William Thomas

Passing the torch 
for Queens sports

Mary Louis claims title

perform as well as I can.” 
It is why she is working 

three days a week with Christ 
the King trainer Anton Turk-
ovic to get in the best shape 
possible for U.S. tryouts and 
prepare for the thinner air in 
Colorado.

Toussaint, New York State’s 
Miss Basketball and Gatorade 
Player of the Year, makes the 
drive from Staten Island to 
meet him at an Astoria gym 
during the week and at Riis 
Park Beach on Sunday to run 
and train in the sands.

Turkovic has tried to vary 
her cardio so her body never 
gets comfortable. She will be 
on the elliptical, run, do spin 

class or even box during their 
sessions. The randomness is 
something Toussaint enjoys.

“He gives you a task to do 
that you have never done be-
fore,” she said of Turkovic. 
“You can’t get ready for it. You 
can never get comfortable do-
ing the workout.”

Those are in addition to 
her basketball workouts with 
shooting coach Anthony Pas-

salacqua on Staten Island and 
famed Long Island trainer Jer-
ry Powell. She is also playing 
in the Rose Classic fall league. 

As a senior, Toussaint aver-
aged 19.7 points, 6.8 rebounds 
and 3.5 assists per game and 
was named the TimesLedger 
Newspapers All-Queens girls 
basketball player of the year. 
She did so after coming to the 
Royals with little hype, before 

working her way up. 
If she needs extra moti-

vation to do it again in the 
next chapter of her career, all 
she needs to do it pick up her 
phone.

“The background on my 
phone is USA Basketball,” 
Toussaint said. “You have to 
always remind yourself why 
you are doing it.” 

Toussaint
Continued from Page 47
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s picked itself up 
off the mat, but still fell short 
of lifting a championship tro-
phy for a second straight year. 

The Red Storm softball 
team, which led by four runs 
after five frames, needed to 
score twice in the bottom of 
the seventh to send the Big 
East Championship game to 
extra innings. But Butler ul-

timately won the game at The 
Ballpark at Rosemont Satur-
day, by a score of 10-8. 

St. John’s led 6-2 going into 
the top of the sixth, in which 
Butler scored six runs on 
three hits to grab an 8-6 lead. 
The defending champion Red 
Storm (29-20) refused to let 
their season end there. 

Brittney Garcia drove in 
Yvonne Rericha with a double 
to center field. In the next at-

bat, Krystal Puga tied the score 
at 8-8 with an RBI ground out 
to plate Monique Landini and 
force extra innings. Butler 
didn’t wait long to reclaim the 
lead and the game. Brandyce 
Sallee’s two-run double put the 
Bulldogs, who walked twice in 
the frame, ahead for good in 
the eighth. 

St. John’s didn’t go down 
without a fight. It brought 
the winning run to plate in 
the bottom of the inning, but 
Butler reliever Kristin Gutier-
rez was able to get Puga to fly 
out to end the game. Gutierrez 

picked up the win after allow-
ing six runs on five hits on 
three innings of relief. 

Red Storm starter Grace 
Kramer struggled in defeat. 
She struck out seven, but sur-
rendered nine runs on eight 
hits and walked seven in eight 
innings of work.

The game looked like it 
was going to be a St. John’s 
rout early after it led 6-0 af-
ter just two innings, thanks 
to a five-run first. The frame 
was highlighted by Christina 
Melendez’s first career grand 
slam. A Monique Landini sac 

fly in the second made it 6-0, 
but the Red Storm would not 
score again until the seventh. 

Yvonne Rericha went 3-for-
4 with three runs scored and 
Savannah Warren added two 
hits for SJU, which was ap-
pearing in its third straight 
title game. Butler (28-22) put 
two runs on the board in the 
fifth before exploding an in-
ning later en route to claiming 
this year’s crown. St. John’s 
reached the final by shutting 
out Villanova 10-0 in the open-
ing round. 

Yvonne Rericha went 3-for-4 with two runs scored for St. John's in the 
Big East championship game. Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletics

SJU loses championship in extra innings
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