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BY BILL PARRY

The first of 75 new state-of-the-
art buses rolled out on the bor-
ough’s streets Tuesday, according 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo. The fleet 

of new city buses are equipped 
with Wi-Fi and USB charging 
ports.

The remaining buses will be 
delivered at a rate of four to five 
per day, with all 75 arriving by 

this summer and operating in 
Richmond Hill, South Jamaica, 
South Ozone Park, Springfield 
Gardens, Rosedale and Far Rock-
away.

“Today, we are reimagining 

the MTA for the 21st century and 
creating a transit system that will 
meet the needs of the next genera-
tion of New Yorkers,” Cuomo said. 
“With our unprecedented MTA 
capital plan, we are building for 
the future with major initiatives 
that will improve the commute of 
millions of New Yorkers, reduce 
overcrowding and bring new 
technology to our subways, buses 
and railroads. New York is invest-
ing in the MTA like never before, 
and together we are capturing the 
boldness and ambition that made 
this the Empire State in the first 
place.”

This year the state dedicated 
$8.3 billion in funding for the 
MTA’s $27 billion capital plan, the 
largest and most ambitious spend-
ing plan in state history, accord-
ing to officials. Cuomo also an-
nounced the success of a field test 
for MTA eTix, a free app that will 
allow Long Island Rail Road and 
Metro-North riders to purchase 
train tickets anytime, anywhere 
on their mobile devices instead of 
using paper tickets. “We see the 
debut of these new buses and the 
rollout of the MTA eTix field test 
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READY ON THE FIRING LINE! 

 
Volunteers dressed in authentic uniforms for Revoluntionary War re-enactment in the Maple Grove 
Cemetery in Kew Gardens. It gave them a chance to fire their muskets in a salute to America's war dead.  

Photo by Michael Shaion 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said he will not participate 
in another New York Aviation 
Community Roundtable meeting 
until the Port Authority hires a 
facilitator to oversee the round-
table meetings. A roundtable 
meeting was on the calendar for 
May 19 but was postponed due to 
scheduling issues.

In a letter dated May 4 to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo  and other of-
ficials, Avella called on the PA 
to hire an impartial facilitator 
to monitor the completion of the 
roundtable’s official bylaws as 
well as assist with the roundta-
ble’s operations moving forward. 

 I’m not going to participate in 
this political/ego nonsense that’s 
going on at these roundtable meet-
ings,” he said. “Unfortunately, it’s 
just a handful of people who seem 
to be more interested in their own 
opinion and their own ego than 
resolving this and making sure 
this roundtable moves ahead and 
is effective.”

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio called his decision to go 
ahead with bike lanes on Queens Boulevard de-
spite the objection of Community Board 4, a “no-
brainer” during a radio interview last Friday, but 
Borough President Melinda Katz is siding with 
the embattled board.. 

Katz defends CB4 vote 
on Queens Blvd. bikes BY MADINA TOURE

Business owners at 
the intersection of Prince 
Street and 37th Avenue in 
downtown Flushing and 
the city Department of San-
itation are working toward 
a solution to address the 
trash problem at the inter-

section.
Business owners said 

they were being fined by 
city inspectors for trash ac-
cumulating at the intersec-
tion and that they were un-
able to get a response from 
the Sanitation Department. 
Business leaders launched 
the “Keep Flushing Beauti-

ful” community sanitation 
program at a news confer-
ence May 13. 

Crown Container Com-
pany, a member of the 
Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce, donated 
three industrial-strength 

The city asked the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce to remove trash 
bins at the Prince Street triangle donated 
by the Crown Container Company. 

Photo courtesy John Choe

Outside party 
for roundtable 
needed: Avella

Gov announces new buses in boro 
 SBS route planned for LaGuardia while city debuts safer and greener vehicles

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8
Continued on Page 8

Flushing works to tackle trash
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY MADINA TOURE

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
announced Tuesday that 
Amtrak engineer Brandon 
Bostian, who lives in For-
est Hills, was distracted 
by radio dispatches from 
another train when the 
train he was at the controls 
of crashed in Philadelphia 
last year.

Bostian, 32, was the en-
gineer of Northeast Region-
al Train 188, which was 
traveling at 106 miles per 
hour—more than twice the 
speed limit of 50 miles per 
hour—as it entered a curve 
and derailed in Philadel-
phia May 12, 2015. 

Eight passengers, in-
cluding two from Queens, 
were killed and more than 
180 others were sent to 
nearby hospitals, some 
with critical injuries.

Bostian’s lawyer, Rob-
ert Goggin, could not be 
reached for comment.  Bos-
tian’s current status as an 
Amtrak employee was not 
known.

In interviews, Bostian 
said he was worried about 
a commuter train engineer, 
whose engine had just been 
struck by an object, which 
caused glass from the wind-
shield to hit the engineer, 

according to NTSB.
Bostian was participat-

ing in and listening to the 
radio communications 
about that emergency, 
which lasted six minutes 
and occurred less than one 
minute before the crash , 
the board said.

“It’s widely understood 
that every person, no mat-
ter how conscientious and 
skilled, is fallible, which 
is why technology was de-
veloped to backstop human 
vulnerabilities,” NTSB 
Chairman Christopher A. 
Hart said. “Had positive 
train control been in place 
on that stretch of track, 
this entirely preventable 
tragedy would not have 
happened.”

Investigators concluded 
that Bostian became dis-
tracted by the emergency 
involving the commuter 
train and lost situational 
awareness as to where his 
train was in relation to the 
curve, which has a 50 mph 
speed limit.  

The train’s 106 mph 
speed was consistent with 
the belief that his train al-
ready had passed the curve 
into an area with a 110 mph 
speed limit, the board said.

It was also determined 
that some of the windows 
blew open and that if they 

had not, some passengers 
would have likely remained 
inside the train and sur-
vived.

Investigators said Bos-
tian was “very coopera-
tive” and that at the time 
of the accident, he was not 
impaired by any substance 
and was not using his cell 
phone, the board added. 
There was no evidence that 
he was fatigued or suffered 
from any pre-existing med-
ical condition while operat-
ing the train. 

The passengers killed 
including Far Rockaway 
resident Justin Zemser, 
20, who was returning to 
Queens from his studies at 
the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Maryland, and Manhattan 
resident Laura Finamore, 
47, an executive at Cush-
man & Wakefield who grew 
up in Douglaston. 

The complete report will 
be available on the Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board’s website in several 
weeks.

The board issued 11 
safety recommendations 
in the report, five of which 
were directed to the Fed-
eral Railroad Administra-
tion. Amtrak also received 
safety recommendations.

Emergency personnel helping a passenger during the Amtrak train crash in Philadelphia in May 2015. 
Photo by Joseph Kaczmarek/AP

Boro engineer at fault
in deadly Amtrak crash
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Waterpointe site’s soil will be removed
DEC says brownfi eld cleanup of contamination in Whitestone about ready to get underway

BY MADINA TOURE

The state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion announced that clean-
up action is set to begin 
at an existing brownfield 
at the Waterpointe site in 
Whitestone. 

The clean-up activity 
for the 18-acre site at 151-45 
6th Road where 52 single-
family homes will be built 
is designed to excavate and 
remove contaminated soil. 
It was added to the site and 
will then be disposed of at 
off-site disposal facilities or 
at a beneficial reuse facility 
for the recycling of danger-
ous waste, according to a 
fact sheet prepared by the 
DEC. 

Edgestone Group LLC, 
the site’s owner, will per-
form the cleanup activities 
with DEC oversight. 

In 2008, the Bayrock 
Group bought the site for 
$25 million. The company 
was fined $150,000 by the 
DEC because it was filling 
the contaminated soil at 
the site with newly contam-

inated soil. 
After Bayrock went 

bankrupt, the Edgestone 
Group purchased the site 
in 2011 for $11.3 million and 
applied to build 52 homes 
and a public waterfront 
park on the site. 

Joe Sweeney, chairman 
of Community Board 7’s 
land use committee for the 
Waterpointe site, said Edg-
estone will have to notify 

the community, including 
the schools in the area, of 
the route the trucks carry-
ing the existing contami-
nated soil will be using.

He commended the DEC 
for following up on the 
brownfield cleanup at the 
site.

“It’s the state regula-
tion, it’s state-monitored 
to some extent,” Sweeney 
said. “Because of the previ-

ous owner’s prior history, 
we’re going to ask them to 
monitor the site more effi-
ciently.”

Joseph Sultana, an ar-
chitect representing Edg-
estone, said all details on 
the brownfield cleanup pro-
gram are available at the 
Whitestone branch of the 
Queens Library at 151-10 
14th Road.

Once the trucks are 

cleaned, they will drive 
along 6th Road to the in-
tersection of Clintonville 
Street, then take the Cross 
Island Service Road and 
head onto the Whitestone 
Bridge after which the ma-
terials would be delivered 
to sites in New Jersey, he 
said. 

The remediation work 
plan includes dust control 
and ensuring groundwa-
ter does not spread from 
the property into adjacent 
properties or the water.

“As part of the protocol 
from DEC...all the records 
and all of the information 
is made public and it’s all 
being recorded at the Whit-
estone Library,” Sultana 
said. “It’s public knowledge. 
Anybody can go read it.”

 In November 2015, CB7 
recommended that the site 
be downzoned specifically 
for residential homes and 
said the developer did not 
provide a deed restriction 
ensuring only homes are 
built at the site. At the time, 
Sultana said they provided 
the deed restriction but 

were told the deed restric-
tion was not good enough.

In June 2010, the DEC 
approved a remedial work 
plan for the site and the re-
mediation was done. 

In 2012, the DEC and 
EBI Consulting, the court-
appointed receiver, entered 
into a consent order to in-
vestigate, remove and prop-
erly dispose of unapproved 
materials brought to the 
site as well as any pre-ex-
isting materials that were 
mixed and combined with 
the unapproved materials.

Once Edgestone com-
pletes the cleanup activities, 
it will prepare a final engi-
neering report and submit 
to the DEC. The report will 
outline the cleanup activi-
ties completed and certify 
that cleanup requirements 
have been completed or 
will be completed. 

When the DEC deter-
mines that cleanup require-
ments have been fulfilled 
or will be accomplished, it 
will approve the report and 
issue a completion certifi-
cate to Edgestone. 

The state Department of Environmental Action said cleanup activity of a brownfield at the Waterpointe 
site in Whitestone is going to start.

Deadly 2011 Woodhaven party beating plea earns 18 years
BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A Queens Supreme 

Court judge sentenced a 
Bronx man to 18 years in 
prison for his role in the 
2011 fatal beating of a teen 
he perceived to be gay out-
side a party in an aban-
doned house in Woodhaven , 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. 

On April 20, Alex Velez, 
21, of the Bronx, pleaded 
guilty to first-degree man-
slaughter and was sen-
tenced on May 11 in the 
death of Anthony Collao, 
18, of Long Island.

“Violence has no place 
in a civilized society and 
will be not be tolerated in 
Queens County, which is 
proudly known as the most 
diverse urban area in the 

United States,” Brown said. 
“When it does occur, those 
responsible will be brought 
to justice to answer for 
their actions.”

According to the DA, 
Velez was one of six indi-

viduals who followed Col-
lao after he left a party at 
87-19 90th St. in the early 
hours of March 12, 2011.  

The six teens arrived 
at the party and refused 
to pay the cover charge, 

and then  made derogatory 
remarks about the victim. 
Afterwards, they chased 
Collao, who arrived at the 
party with his girlfriend, 
and another individual to 
90th Street between 88th 
and 89th avenues, the DA 
said.

Three of the assailants 
carried what appeared to 
be a stick, pipe and a cane, 
according to the DA.

They threw Collao to 
the ground and severely 
beat him, also stealing his 
Atlanta Braves baseball 
cap and sneakers in the 
process, the DA said. Col-
lao died two days later at 
Jamaica Hospital as a re-
sult of his injuries.

Minutes after the at-
tack, police apprehended 
five of the six defendants 

around the intersection of 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Jamaica Avenue. The sixth 
defendant was arrested 
three months later. 

Police also found a met-
al pipe with blood on it near 
Collao, as well as a piece of 
fencing that was used in 
the attack.

The six originally were 
charged with a hate crime. 
In the case of Velez, he 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of gang assault.   

Brown commended the 
sentencing in a statement, 
and noted that Velez would 
have five years of post-re-
lease supervision in addi-
tion to his imprisonment. 

In addition to Velez, 
three men previously 
pleaded guilty to charges 
stemming from the attack 

on Collao, including Cal-
vin Pietri and Christopher 
Lozada, both 22, and both 
from Woodhaven and Luis 
Tabales, 21, of Richmond 
Hill. All three pleaded to 
gang assault and received 
sentences of between four 
and 16 years in prison. 

The trials for Nolis 
Ogando, 23, of Ridgewood 
and Jonathan Echevarria, 
21, of Brooklyn were still 
pending.

Collao’s death spurred 
outpourings of anger and 
grief from community 
members, advocacy orga-
nizations and elected offi-
cials, with many decrying 
the brutality of the attack 
and the maliciousness of 
the motive.

Anthony Collao's father John (c.) is surrounded by friends and rel-
atives at a memorial for his son (inset) in 2011 after the teen was 
murdered at a Woodhaven house party. 
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HEY, NEIGHBOR! WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood  ��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest  ��Hollis
��Jamaica  ��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills  ��Ozone Park
��Pomonok  ��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill ��South Jamaica
��St. Albans  ��Woodhaven 
��South Ozone Park

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens than ever before. So 
you can enjoy all the perks of banking with a local credit union, where our members 
���������	��
	���.

BY BILL PARRY

Concern about a rise in gang 
violence in Jackson Heights has 
led two elected officials to ar-
range for an emergency town hall 
meeting next week which will 
bring together representatives of 
the 115th Precinct, the Mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice, the 
city Parks Department and the 
city Department of Education’s 
Gang Prevention Unit.

The summit will take place 
Thursday, May 26, at the Jewish 
Center of Jackson Heights, locat-
ed at 37-06 77th Street, beginning 
at 6 p.m. State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) set up the meeting,  
alarmed by the third gang-related 
stabbing since March.

In the latest incident, an 
18-year-old man was attacked by 
as many as 10 men just after 8 p.m. 
May 9, inside the park on 34th 
Avenue between 77th and 78th 
streets, according to the NYPD. 
The victim was playing basket-
ball when he was approached by 

the group of men dressed in all 
black. 

One asked if he was a member 
of a neighborhood gang A.B.K., 
and when he said he was not, a few 
individuals began to assault him, 
a police spokesman said.

The victim started to run away 
when one of the suspects stabbed 
him in the back with an unknown 
weapon, which is believed to be 
a knife, the spokesman said. The 
victim was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center in stable condi-
tion with non-life threatening in-
juries.

“We are deeply concerned by re-
ports of a teenager who fell victim 
to a gang-related crime in Jackson 
Heights (last week),” Peralta and 
Dromm said in a joint statement. 
“We urge anyone with informa-
tion on the suspect’s whereabouts 
to call the police immediately. “

“The city recently added 1,300 
additional police officers to the 
force in order to further reduce 
crime in our neighborhoods,” 
they said.  “We will continue to do 
all we can to put an end to gang-
related violence. We are working 

closely with the NYPD to bring 
these culprits to justice.”

There have been no arrests and 
the investigation was continuing. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

In other possible gang-related 
attacks in Jackson Heights, a 
16-year-old was walking his dog 
at the intersection of Northern 
Boulevard and 80th Street back 
on March 12, when he was stopped 
by two men and asked if he was 
“down with A.B.K.” before he was 
stabbed in the stomach and his 
dog was stabbed in the back.

Hours later, a 23-year-old man 
was stabbed in the back by a man 
with a sharp object near 80-03 
Northern Blvd., according to the 
NYPD. The suspect referred to 
A.B.K, which stands for Always 
Banging Kings, according to the 
NYPD.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.Councilman Daniel Dromm and state Sen. Jose Peralta are planning an emer-

gency town hall meeting after a teen was stabbed in Travers Park last week. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Pols plan meeting on Jax Hts gang stabbing
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Holy Cross High School’s 
2011 alumnus, Devon 

Cajuste, recently attended 
the 2016 National Football 
League’s (NFL) Scouting 
Combine in Indianapolis. The 
talented Cajuste, a Seaford, 
Long Island native, had his 
dreams become a reality when 
he was invited to this year’s 
Combine and then once again 
when he was pickedup by the 
San Francisco 49ers post-NFL 
draft.
   Recent interviews with the 
6-foot-4, 234 lb. Stanford wide 
receiver proclaim Cajuste’s 
excitement and relentless goal 
to play in the NFL. He had a lot 
of success at the Combine and, 
due to his large, athletic build, 
he certainly appealed to many 
teams as a prospective pro-
player during the recent draft.
   Previously, Cajuste was 
one of 332 undrafted football 
players selected to attend 
the Combine. He did well in 
highlighting how his form 
and strategy have their 
benefits on the field. At the 
Combine, he performed 
the best 3-cone drill. “It’s 
the fifth-best mark a wide 
receiver has posted at the 
combine in a decade, and 
is absurd considering 
Cajuste’s size. The 3-cone 

drill is a quickness test 
that generally favors 
shorter, agile receivers. 
The fact that a tall target 
like Cajuste moves like that 
in the drill shows he has a 
unique level of quickness” 
(O’Malley, 2016, para. 3). His 
40-yard dash results totaled 
4.62. He completed a total of 
a dozen 225 lb. weight bench 
repetitions, has a vertical  
jump of 36-inches, a broad 
jump of 10-feet-3-inches, and 
finally a 20-yard shuttle of 
4.20 (NFLDraftScout.com, 
2016, pg. 1).
   Shortly after this year’s 
NFL Draft (April 28-30, 
Auditorium Theatre in 
Chicago, IL) ended, Cajuste’s 

exceptional, boundless 
talents forwarded him to 
Chip Kelly, Head Coach for 
the San Francisco 49ers. 

Cajuste is now an undrafted 
free agent with the San 
Francisco 49ers and joins 
Holy Cross’ 2010 alumnus 
and current safety for the 
Carolina Panthers, Dean 
Marlowe, in the NFL.
   If San Francisco and
Carolina compete against 
one another, you can be 
sure that Holy Cross will 
be cheering aloud for both 
teams! Congratulations, 
Devon, we wish you a 
successful career with the 
National Football League. 
   Visit us on the web at 
 www.HolyCrossHS.org.

     Authored by:
     Dr. Teresa Augustyniak

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358
718-886-7250 Ext. 558 
www.holycrosshs.org PAID ADVERTISMENT

HOLY CROSS ALUMNUS PICKED-UP BY NATIONAL
FOOTBALL LEAGUE’S SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
 After serving for two 

years as commanding of-
ficer of the 109th Precinct, 
Capt. Thomas Conforti 
has been transferred to 
the Crime Prevention Di-
vision where he will serve 
as commanding officer. 

He will be replaced by 
Deputy Inspector Judith 
Harrison, who previously 
served at the 112th Pre-
cinct, according to Vanna 
Partridge, the precinct 
community council’s 
president. Harrison will 
be at the council’s June 
meeting. 

In his new position, 
Conforti is currently a 
deputy inspector and will 
eventually become an in-
spector. 

In a May 13 farewell 
 message on the Precinct 
Community Council’s Fa-
cebook page, Conforti said 
the precinct had the low-
est number of robbers “in 
modern times” in 2014 and 
the lowest number of sto-
len autos and burglaries 
in 2015 since the 1960s.  

He cited the NYPD’s 
IdeaScale website, which 
started in the 109th Pre-
cinct, as a major achieve-
ment under his leadership. 
IdeaScale is a web-based 
platform where residents 
post their quality of life 
concerns .

“Community-wise, the 
strength of the commu-
nity/police partnership 

has never been stronger,” 
Conforti wrote. “The dedi-
cation that each civic asso-
ciation demonstrates is in-
comparable. It shows the 
great pride and concern 
that each of you have for 
your community.”

He also touted a new 
community policing pro-
gram in which the pre-
cinct’s coverage area was 
divided into six areas—
College Point, Whitestone, 
Flushing, Bay Terrace, 
downtown Flushing and 
Auburndale—each with 
10 officers who would be 
dedicated exclusively to 
one area.

“In just over one 

month, the results are 
phenomenal and, more 
importantly, there are 
more police officers on the 
streets of Whitestone, Col-
lege Point, Flushing and 
(additionally in) Kissena 
Park  now than have been 
there in the past 20 years,” 
he added.

Partridge shot down a 
rumor that Conforti was 
being reassigned in light 
of the ongoing investiga-
tion into two police of-
ficers who were charged 
with taking bribes from 
karaoke club owners in 
exchange for protection 
from police raids. She said 
commanding officers are 

usually transferred every 
two to three years.

“This is also due to the 
fact that he worked close-
ly with IAB (NYPD’s In-
ternal Affairs Bureau) to 
help bring this to light,” 
Partridge said. “So this 
transfer is giving him 
more responsibility and 
leading to a promotion 
path.”

Conforti’s ties to the 
precinct are deep. He re-
calls visiting the arcade 
at Adventures Inn on Lin-
den Place and 28th Avenue 
in his early years; buying 
his first Walkman on 
Main Street; working at 
Stern’s Department Store 
on Roosevelt Avenue, 
where he met his wife, 
and going to Fort Totten 
for the annual summer 
carnival and fireworks.

He resided in the 109th 
Precinct area from 1997 to 
1999 while he was working 
as a sergeant in the Bronx, 
and he has been assigned 
to the precinct for seven 
years, serving as both de-
tective commander and 
commanding officer.

Partridge said his last-
ing legacy was that he 
always sought to interact 
directly with residents. 

“He embraced social 
media and he was able to 
connect with the commu-
nity, through IdeaScale 
especially, and through 
that he was able to help 
them with their issues,” 
Partridge said. 

BY MADINA TOURE 
 
The search for a Whites-

tone woman who has been 
missing since September 2015 
has been reignited. 

The NYPD re-released an 
alert \May 5 for Maria Bra-
bazon, 55, who was last seen 
Sept. 5., On that day, a neigh-
bor’s home surveillance cam-
era recorded her walking on 
14th Avenue toward the inter-
section with 152nd Street in 
Whitestone.

About a month later, Beau 
Dietl & Associates, a private 
investigation company in 
Manhattan, announced at a 
news conference in Bayside 
that the 109th Precinct Detec-
tive Squad and the NYPD’s 
Missing Persons Unit had 
launched a search for Braba-
zon in collaboration with the 
firm. 

Peter Brabazon, Maria’s 
husband, said Detective San-
tos of the Missing Persons 
Unit has been working on the 
case.   But no new informa-
tion has yet emerged.

“The NYPD has shown a 
renewed interest and Detec-
tive Santos has been doing 
additional things,” he said. 
“They did aerial searches 
in New York City and other 
things. He said the case is 
very active and they are 
looking very hard.”

Brabazon said the family 
plans to add more informa-
tion about the case to the 
National Missing and Un-
identified Persons System, a 
missing persons database, to 
which Maria was added. 

He said the status of the 

investigation has remained 
the same. “It’s been over eight 
months since we’ve seen Ma-
ria,” he said.

The family also has a web-
site, www.mariabrabazon.
com, with her photo, a de-
scription and contact infor-
mation for Beau Dietl and the 
Missing Persons Hotline. 

Mark Pucci, executive vice 
president of Beau Dietl & As-
sociates and the lead investi-
gator in the case, previously 
said the firm had performed 
standard investigative proto-
col, which entails reviewing 
the initial response from the 
NYPD, interviewing fam-
ily members and neighbors, 
searching for video cameras 
in the area and canvassing 
stores in the Whitestone 
Shopping Center. 

Pucci could not be reached 
for comment.

In early November, Pucci 
said the firm used three 
separate dog teams as part of 
the search. The firm put out 
National Crime Information 
Center alerts and got help 
from police in the Nassau 
County and Massapequa-
Amityville area. 

MARIA BRABAZON
 Photo courtesy NYPD

Capt. Thomas Conforti will now serve as the commanding of-
ficer of the NYPD's Crime Prevention Division. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Missing woman case 
in Whitestone active

109th Precinct boss leaves
Capt. Conforti to head up NYPD’s Crime Prevention Division
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YOUR SOURCE  
FOR BACKYARD 
MAKEOVERS  
AND MORE

  Pavingstone System
 Natural Stone Choices
  Kitchens, Grill Modules,  
Pizza Ovens & Bars,  
Fireolaces & Fire Pits  
for Outdoor Rooms

  Poolside-Compatible  
Copings & Steps

  Professional Grade Wall  
System & Stairs

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above 
were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010).

www.CambridgPavers.com

With ArmorTec®

Without ArmorTec®

718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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 Following a DOT pre-
sentation on plans for 
Phase 2 of the $100 million 
reconstruction project May 
9, Chairman Louis Walker 
put forth a motion to vote 
on the safety plans, from 
74th Street to Eliot Avenue, 
that left out the bike lanes.

 Board members com-
plained the plan would 
cost 88 parking spaces in 
Elmhurst’s business cor-
ridor and there was not 
enough outreach to the 
neighborhood’s large im-
migrant community, while 
some said there was not 
enough time to digest the 
information in the presen-
tation before voting. The 
motion passed 31-1 and the 
following day the mayor 
ordered the DOT  to move 
ahead and ignore CB4, say-
ing the bike lanes are a key 
part of his Vision Zero ini-
tiative.

“Community boards 
have an advisory role to 
play. They get their input,” 
de Blasio told public radio 
host Brian Lehrer. “We try 

and listen to it carefully. 
But when it comes to safety, 
the most important thing is 
the safety of our people.”

His decision drew a re-
buke from Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, who 
says she made repeated 
requests to the DOT for a 
borough-wide perspective 
on bike lanes. The agency 
would not accommodate 
her request, claiming bike 
lanes are community-driv-
en and community-generat-
ed, she said.

“The community board’s 
vote contradicts the asser-
tion that this plan is driven 
and generated by the com-
munity,” Katz said. “At the 
very least it indicates fail-
ure on the part of the agen-
cy to adequately address 
the board’s concerns on the 
proposed plan.”

She suggested “instead 
of approaching bike lanes 
in a vacuum and in a piece-
meal, segmented fashion, 
the plan should be post-
poned for now” until the 
DOT could develop a plan 
for borough-wide bike 
paths.

Reaction from safe 
street cycling activists was 

mixed. 
Cristina Furlong and 

James McIntyre of Queens 
Bike Initiative supported 
Katz’ call for a borough-
wide plan, but they were 
disappointed that “the bor-
ough president’s office and 
many members of Commu-
nity Board 4 did not par-
ticipate or did not find suf-
ficient the DOT’s extensive 
efforts at garnering com-
munity feedback on this 
proposal, despite outreach 
to more than 3,000 residents 
on the proposed stretch, 
several workshops, a mul-
tilingual online portal for 
feedback and making the 
plan publicly available for 
review month’s before the 
presentation.”

Transportation Alter-
natives Executive Director 
Paul Steely White accused 
Katz of using “a fundamen-
tally unserious stalling 
tactic aimed at preventing 
bike lanes from being built 
at all.” He called the rede-
sign of Queens Boulevard a 
matter of life and death.

garbage bins for the in-
tersection—each costing 
more than $600—and com-
mitted to maintaining and 
emptying the bins daily as 
a free service. 

But after Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
met with the Sanitation 
Department, the depart-
ment forced the Flushing 
Chamber to remove the 
bins. 

“We proposed numer-
ous avenues of coopera-
tion that were met with 
repeated reiterations of 
city laws,” Simon Gerson, 
the chamber’s president, 
said. “Fortunately, we 
came away with a personal 
commitment from Ignazio 
Terranova, representing 
the commissioner of Sani-
tation, to discuss a way to 
place city trash receptacles 
on the Prince Street Trian-
gle this week, and we are 
quite optimistic that a so-
lution can be agreed on.” 

Belinda Mager, a Sani-
tation spokeswoman, said 
the department’s local dis-

trict has been monitoring 
the location daily and that 
it is cleaned regularly.

The Enforcement Divi-
sion has issued violation 
notices to businesses lack-
ing private carter service 
as well as for littering and 
throw out conditions at the 
triangle. 

“The department has 
long worked with business 
owners and residents to 
help rectify the problem, 
which we believe stems 
from those business own-
ers who do not have private 
carters and some nearby 
landlords who are not 
providing residents with 
proper garbage and recy-
cling facilities,” Mager 
said. “Both are required 
by law.”

Mager said the depart-
ment will be meeting with 
Koo and the chamber 
again next week to discuss 
further solutions.

She said the depart-
ment has proposed that 
local businesses join the 
department’s Adopt-A-
Basket program, which 
would entail placing litter 
baskets on nearby corners 
that may not already have 

a basket. The local busi-
ness would be responsible 
for emptying the basket 
when it is full. 

John Choe, the cham-
ber’s executive director, 
said the Sanitation Depart-
ment was not responsive 
initially.

“As far as I know, when 
the business owners com-
plained about it more than 
two years ago, nobody 
responded to their com-
plaints and when I tried 
to follow up and called the 
Department of Sanitation 
directly, very little infor-
mation was forthcoming,” 
he said. 

Kim has also played 
a role in helping to make 
Flushing cleaner, he add-
ed, noting that about two 
years ago, Kim got volun-
teers to power wash some 
sidewalks. 

Another local business 
and member of the Flush-
ing chamber, GW Print-
ing, designed and printed 
labels asking community 
members to “Keep Flush-
ing Beautiful” in English 
and in Chinese.

Continued from Page 1 

Trash
Continued from Page 1 

Bike lanes

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

0
y, 

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted
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ALL CHARDONNAY  & PINOT NOIR15% OFF  

ALL CHAMPAGNE 

& SPARKLING WINE 

15% OFF

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT.  ALL PRICES SUBJECT  TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

JIM BEAM 
BOURBON

$25.99

CUPCAKE
ALL TYPES 

$8.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

$5.99

ROBERT MONDAVI
PRIVATE SELECTION

ALL TYPE

$7.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

FRANCIS COPPOLA
ALL TYPES  

15% off

JOHNNIE WALKER 
GREEN LABEL

$49.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

ROBERT MONDAVI
NAPA CABERNET

$19.99

MENAGE A TROIS
ALL BLENDS

7.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

WOLFER ESTATE
SUMMER IN A BOTTLE ROSE

$14.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

NOW THROUGH MAY 31st, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH MAY 31st, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

ABSOLUT 
VODKA 80
$28.99

CONCHA Y TORO
FRONTERA 
ALL TYPES

$6.99

BABICH
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$9.99

LAMARCA 
PROSECCO
$49.99

750 ml

750 ml

1.5 L

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

1.75l

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
ALL TYPES

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$27.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR 

$15.99 750 ml 750 ml

o

5% DISCOUNT TO ALL OUR
NATION’S VETER ANS*

*DOES NOT INCLUDE SALE ITEMS

Franny Le w 
Wine & Liquor
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as important steps forward 
as we continue to renew, ex-
pand the transit system and 
create an enhanced experi-
ence for our customers,” 
MTA Chairman and CEO 
Thomas Prendergast said. 

Meanwhile, the city’s 
Department of Transpor-
tation will launch faster 
bus service from Jackson 
Heights to LaGuardia Air-
port this fall. The new “La-
Guardia Limited,” a select 
bus service route, will use a 
dedicated lane, promising a 
faster ride for the Q70.

“Right now, a trip on the 
E or F from Midtown with a 
transfer to the existing Q70 
can get riders from Mid-
town to LaGuardia Airport 
in over half an hour, one of 
the best-kept secrets in New 
York travel,” a DOT spokes-
man said. “Working with 
the MTA, we are going to 
make the Q70 a Select Bus 
Route, which will speed 
service even further with 
off-board fare collection. 
At the same time, DOT and 

MTA will make Q70 buses 
more visible, with a new 
brand and more signage. 
With SBS in place on the 
Q70, we are confident that 
even more NewYorkers -- 
air travelers and airport 
employees alike -- will get to 
know and start to use this 
fast, affordable and high-
quality transit option.”

The city also showed 
off new prototypes of safer 
and sustainable vehicles 
for the city’s fleet in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
last week. Cutting-edge 
measures include install-
ing life-saving truck side 
guards, which protect pe-
destrians from falling un-
der rear wheels, on 370 city 
trucks  and 185 new electric 
cars that will reduce mu-
nicipal fleet emissions 50 
percent by 2025.

The city will also bar 
the use of hands-free phone 
devices by city fleet opera-
tors, except for emergency 
responders. The NYPD will 
double its use of biodiesel 
from 5 to 10 percent biodo-
esel blends.

“The new electric cars 
set to be used in our city’s 
fleet will help make the 

Continued from Page 1 

Buses
The letter was also sent 

to Borough President Me-
linda Katz; Carmine Gallo, 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s Eastern Re-
gion regional administra-
tor; and Patrick Foye, the 
PA’s executive director.

 The PA could not be 
reached for comment. 
Katz’s office declined to 
comment. 

In the letter, Avella not-
ed that the structure of one 
roundtable and two com-
mittees—one for LaGuar-
dia Airport and the other 
for John F. Kennedy Air-
port—was voted on during 
an April 7, 2015 meeting 
and that the decision was 
confirmed through votes 
at the September 2015 
meeting.

But he said Barbara 
Brown, chairwoman of 
the Interim Coordinating 
Committee, revisited the 
issue at the March 10 meet-
ing. 

He also expressed con-
cern about the fact that 

Brown, who he said has 
identified herself as the 
chairwoman of the JFK 
committee, proposed to 
schedule a JFK committee 
meeting even though the 
roundtable has no bylaws. 

Avella said she went 
ahead and held the meet-
ing April 6 and that she 
made inappropriate com-
ments. He also claimed 
that proponents of a single 
roundtable tried to thwart 
the committee meeting, 
saying the committee does 
not exist.

Brown, who had not 
seen Avella’s letter, said 
the coordinating commit-
tee has not deemed a facili-
tator necessary and ques-
tioned Avella’s motives. 

She said the current 
roundtable structure was 
decided upon and that the 
committees were formed 
from the very beginning.

She also noted that the 
Newark Airport aviation 
roundtable has been func-
tioning without bylaws.

“Those committees 
legally can meet. No orga-
nization waits until it has 
bylaws in place to discuss 
substance,” she said. “If 

bylaws take a year, that 
doesn’t mean that the en-
tity as a whole, that doesn’t 
mean that the organization 
doesn’t function because 
they don’t have bylaws.”

She added that break-
out sessions into smaller 
groups were supposed to 
take place for each com-
mittee at the roundtable 
meetings and that no one 
objected to them.

Warren Schreiber, vice 
chairman of the Interim 
Coordinating Commit-
tee, would not comment 
on whether a facilitator 
is necessary, but said the 
roundtable is close to rati-
fying the bylaws.

“As far as Senator 
Avella, he’s been a really 
important part of this,” 
Schreiber said. “He’s been 
part of this from the very 
beginning. I really hope he 
will continue to attend the 
meetings whether there is 
a facilitator or not.”

Although he would not 
comment on Brown’s de-
cision to hold a JFK com-
mittee meeting, Schreiber 
said he felt uncomfortable 
about holding an LGA 
committee meeting. 

“I didn’t feel that I had 
the authority to do that 
without bylaws being in 
place,” he said. 

Susan Carroll, a round-
table representative, said 
she will continue attend-
ing meetings but agreed a 
facilitator could help. 

“It’s (the chasm) deep-
ening over time... If they 
can bring in somebody 
who can restore order, 
then I’m all for it,” Carroll 
said. 

But she was conflicted 
over Brown’s decision to 
hold the JFK committee 
meeting.

“On the one hand, I 
think it’s good that the 
JFK committee met and 
discussed issues pertinent 
to them, but at the same 
time there’s no real orga-
nization so I don’t know 
what the end result of that 
is going to be,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Roundtable
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FIRST COURSE
Laugenbretzn

German Pretzel with Horseradish Dipping Sauce

SECOND COURSE
Our Famous Goulash Soup

THIRD COURSE
Any three of the following Sausages:

Bratwurst • Knockwurst • Weisswurst 
Saitenwurst • Bauernwurst • Krainerwurst

Weekly Wurst made fresh on premise at 
our Pork Store, ask your server!

Entrées served with German style 
Vinegar and Bacon Potato Salad & Sauerkraut.

Mondays & Tuesdays Prix Fix / $21.95
Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

Enjoy our three course meal including select 
appetizer, Schnitzel & dessert!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW

Wurstfest Now Available Fridays
PRIX FIX, ONLY $21.95

Dine-in only. No substitutions.

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR 
STAMMTISCH PORK STORE

Also Available... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSScccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssstttttttttttttt!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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