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BY MADINA TOURE

When Ed Schauder, president 
of the Free Synagogue in Flush-
ing, was nominated by a close 

friend for the 2016 Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor, he did not think 
too much of it. 

“I honestly thought I was just 
appeasing (Dr.) Paul (Jhin),” 

Schauder said. “Let me fill out a 
couple paragraphs for him. I nev-
er thought in my wildest dreams I 
would win the award.”

Dr. Kyo “Paul” Jhin, CEO of 

3KSoftware USA and executive 
director of Reborn Veterans Job 
Initiative, received the medal last 
year. He has served as an adviser 
under former Presidents George 
W. Bush, George H.W. Bush and 
Gerald Ford. 

The Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor, sponsored by the National 
Ethnic Coalition of Organiza-
tions, recognizes the contribu-
tions made by immigrants and 
their children to the United 
States. Schauder’s mother, Shir-
ley Schauder, who is in her 80s, 
escaped from Nazi Germany in 
the 1940s.

She was taken to Sweden af-
ter World War II ended in 1945. 
She came to the United States in 
January 1949 and was taken to 
Ellis Island, where she had to be 
escorted by guards and screened 
for illnesses.

She changed her name from 
"Ivy” to “Shirley” to become more 
Americanized.

“I came from a beautiful coun-
try, Sweden, and I couldn’t under-
stand why they take me to this 
place and Ellis Island was like 
prison,” Shirley said. 
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St. Michael's Cemetery in East Elmhurst holds an idyllic, outdoor concert every year for Scott Joplin, the king of 
ragtime and America's first pop composer, who is buried there. This year Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks per-
formed. Photo by Michael Shain

RAGTIME

BY BILL PARRY

The grand marshals for next 
Sunday’s Queens Pride parade 
and festival in Jackson Heights 
were announced Tuesday. Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Cope-
land (D-East Elmhurst), OutRight 
Action International Executive 
Director Jessica Stern and the 
AIDS Center of Queens County 
 will lead the 24th annual march 
when it steps off at noon.

“Queens Pride is very lucky 
to have three diverse grand mar-
shals that personify our 2016 
theme, ‘El Orgullo Nos Une/
Pride Unites Us,’” Queens Pride 
Co-Chairman Alan Reiff said. 
“ACQC with their broad and di-
verse outreach to help the Queens 
community with health and life 
issues; Council Member Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland for represent-
ing the 21st Council District with 
equality and fairness and for be-
ing the first Latina elected to po-
litical office in Queens; and Jes-
sica Stern, the executive director 
of OutRight Action International, 
for her courageous leadership in 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica’s opportunities in business and tran-
sit are vast, according to a presentation made by 
the New York director of the Regional Plan Asso-
ciation to the directors and members of the Great-
er Jamaica Development Corporation.

Regional planners see 
options for Jamaica

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) inducted 
Andrew Jackson into the 
New York State Veterans’ 
Hall of Fame Tuesday. The 
Hall of Fame pays tribute 
to New Yorkers whose gal-

lantry in the U.S. Armed 
Forces is complemented 
by their service to their 
community. Jackson, also 
known as Sekou Molefi 
Baako, served in the U.S. 
Air Force between 1964 
and 1968 and was assigned 
to the 4th Air Commando 

Squadron at Nha Trang Air 
Base in Vietnam.

Jackson was selected as 
First Term Airman of the 
Year. He also received the 
Bronze Star Medal and Dis-
tinguished Unit Citation, 
and received an honorable 

State Sen. Jose Peralta inducts East 
Elmhurst's Andrew Jackson into the New 
York State Veterans' Hall of Fame. 

Photo courtesy Peralta's office

Grand marshals 
announced for 
Queens Pride

Flushing man gets Ellis medal
Free Synagogue president presents award to his Holocaust survivor mother

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8
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E. Elmhurst vet earns honor



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 2

9,
 2

01
6

2

W E E K L Y  L I N E  U P

Daily - 3-7pm
Happy 
Hour

–
Friday 
Live 

Music

Sat. & Sun. 
Brunch

11-3PM

–OR–
2 Hours 

Unlimited Drinks 
with Brunch

7 Days a Week - 11-6pm

Senior 
Citizen 
Menu

Monday & Thursday

Wing Night
Wings &
Drink 
Specials50¢

Wednesday - 5pm

Lobster 
Night

Friday & 
Saturday - 5pm

Prime Rib 
Night

1/4 Chicken, 1 1/4 Lobster,
Salad, Potato & Vegetable

Salad, Queens Cut 
Prime Rib, loaded, 
Potato, Vegetable

Includes soup or 
salad, entree, 

dessert, coffee or tea

2495

1350

2495

1395

2995

Tuesday 

Ladies 
Night

9PM -11PM

Tues2for

Tuesday - 5pm

Build Your 
Own Burger

Wednesday Night - 10pm

Karoake
with Johnny Rambo

Includes 1 FREE topping & fries. 
Add a domestic draft $3.00

$8

& Complimentary 
Shiproast

O’Neills
M A S P E T H

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
Catering for all occasions  >> Rooms available for up to 150 people

FREE Delivery 7 Days a Week starting at 11am >> FREE Valet parking
64-21 53RD DRIVE >> MASPETH, NY 11378 >> (718) 672-9696

OVER 
65 TV’s 

NBA, NHL, MLB 
SOCCER & MORE 

AVAILABLE
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3Boro lends support to farm workers
Dozens pass through Queens on their long march to state capital to fi ght for rights

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly two dozen farm 
workers, activists and al-
lies currently  marching 
over 200 miles from Long 
Island to Albany to demand 
equal protection under 
state labor laws, stopped 
into the Ridgewood Demo-
cratic Club for lunch last 
Friday. State Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Long Island City), lead 
sponsor of the Farm work-
ers Fair Labor Practices 
Act, hosted the “March 
for Farm worker Justice” 
along with several elected 
officials and civic leaders.

“Farm workers deserve 
the same labor protections 
that every other work cur-
rently receives,” Nolan 
said. “It is an injustice to 
think that in 2016, farm 
workers are still fighting 
for basic equality under the 
law. My bill would begin to 
correct many of these injus-
tices and help bring dignity 
to these workers that have 

been forgotten for so long.”
The Fair Labor Practic-

es Act has passed the state 
assembly many times over 
the last decade and would 
establish an eight-hour 
workday, a day of rest, ex-
tend eligibility for workers’ 
compensation, unemploy-
ment insurance and would 
give farm workers the right 
to collectively bargain. 

Farm workers are excluded 
from basic right and pro-
tections that are afforded 
workers in almost every 
industry, an exclusion that 
Southern lawmakers de-
manded before agreeing to 
pass Franklin Roosevelt’s 
National Labor Relations 
Act in 1935 and the Fair La-
bor Standards Act in 1938.

“It’s a vestige of the Jim 

Crow era where farm work-
ers were excluded because 
Southern senators couldn’t 
abide the notion that most-
ly African-American farm-
ers would be entitled to the 
same rights as whites,” City 
Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) said. 
“Thousands and thousands 
of people work on farms to 
put food on our tables and 

the way they are treated in 
New York state is appall-
ing. They are not treated 
like second-class workers 
but more like third-class 
workers.”

Lancman was with the 
farm workers May 19 when 
they stayed overnight at the 
Grace Episcopal Church 
in Jamaica and he joined 
them again last Friday at 
the Ridgewood Democratic 
Club, where 80-year-old 
member Gerard Tate subsi-
dized the buffet lunch. Tate 
got involved in farm work-
ers’ rights more than 40 
years ago, marching with 
Caesar Chavez during the 
California grape boycotts. 

“I blame those silly 
farmers upstate,” Tate told 
Rebecca and Annie Nash, 
two sisters from Texas who 
were marching in solidar-
ity. The two are members 
of the Rural and Migrant 
Ministry that spearheaded 
the 18-day march for farm 
worker justice.

“Actually a lot of farm-

ers support the bill because 
they want to treat their 
workers fairly but they 
can’t because of competi-
tion from other farms,” 
Rebecca said. There are 
nearly 35,500 farms in the 
state generating $5.4 bil-
lion, according to a 2012 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture census.

New York state is ranked 
No. 1 in onion production 
nationwide and No. 3 in ap-
ples, according to Nolan.

U.S. Rep. Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Brooklyn), who 
represents parts of Ridge-
wood, Maspeth, Woodhaven 
and Ozone Park, arrived as 
the farm workers were fin-
ishing their meal.

“To have to fight for bar-
gaining rights and labor pro-
tection in 2016 is shameful 
— we’re better than that.” 
she said. “We have to protect 
everyone in this country 
who puts food on our table. 
We have to make a better 
tomorrow for our children 
and for all children.”

 Long Island City architects design to heal mentally ill
BY MARK HALLUM

Over the past six years, 
the Long Island City Arts 
Open has created an atmo-
sphere of creative commu-
nity in Queens. The Amie 
Gross Gallery hosted an 
event last Friday night in 
which the talents of artists 
and architects were en-
listed to design the future 
facility for Transitional 
Services for New York. 

TSINY is a Queens-
based non-profit with head-
quarters in Flushing that 
serves patients suffering 
from mental illness. The 
goal of the program is to 
completely rehabilitate 
individuals coping with a 
range of disorders. Its new 
facility in Jamaica will 
be a seven-story design 
by Amie Gross Architects 
that incorporates the work 

of glass artist Ellen Man-
delbaum and painter Laini 
Nemett. 

Artists and designers 
at the open house, located 
in the Amie Gross studio 

in Long Island City, spoke 
about the work they have 
been engaged in and the 
way they see individual 
pieces interacting with 
each other to influence 

the recovery of future resi-
dents of the building. What 
will differentiate the facil-
ity from every other health 
center is that it is designed 
to interact with every 
mood.

“There’s a difference be-
tween the art in a museum 
and the art in a building 
that people live in,” Amie 
Gross said. “It’s very differ-
ent because you’re seeing 
that work every day and in 
a different frame of mind.”

Mandelbaum, who has a 
studio in Sunnyside, show-
cased pieces that fit the 
criteria of what will go in 
the TSINY facility. Man-
delbaum is a stained glass 
artist whose work reflects 
features found in nature. 
In one work, she indicates 
the shadow of a mountain. 
Strands of grass can be 
seen in the foreground, a 

dimensional appearance 
that is produced by putting 
the glass plate into the fire 
multiple times. The colors 
are complex, overlapping 
and change deeply with the 
lighting.

Nemett is a painter who 
takes photographs of build-
ings under construction or 
in disrepair. Nemett uses 
photographs from several 
different buildings, then 
pieces them together by 
cutting them apart and 
reconstructing them in a 
3D model. She then paints 
an image of the model that 
shows off the diagonal lines 
in the cross-sections of the 
structure, an approach to 
depth similar to that of 
Mandelbaum. Nemett plans 
to be present during the 
construction of the TSINY 
building to paint wall-
hangers for the soon-to-be 

center for mental health. 
“The finished large-

scale paintings will com-
bine imagery from the 
different stages of this 
building’s construction, El-
len’s stained glass, and the 
completed building, so that 
anyone standing in the lob-
by will feel as if they are in-
side the artwork,” Nemett 
said. “Hopefully, this sense 
of artistic immersion will 
be one of the many thera-
peutic features of the build-
ing for its residents and any 
other visitors.”

According to Ave Mc-
Cracken, director of Public 
Affairs for TSINY, the goal 
of the organization is to re-
duce the stigma directed 
toward mental illness as 
well as develop in patients 
the abilities needed to live 
independently.

Farmworkers take a break from their march from Long Island to Albany at the Ridgewood Democratic 
Club. Photo by Bill Parry

At the LIC Arts Open artists and architects showcased their work, 
which will contribute to the new Transitional Services of New York 
building set for construction in Jamaica.  Photo by Laini Nemett
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BY MADINA TOURE

At a news conference 
announcing that the barg-
es in Flushing Bay have 
been removed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said his 
office is offering a $10,000 
reward for anyone who can 
locate the perpetrators who 
abandoned boats in Flush-
ing Creek that polluted the 
water.

The operation was com-
pleted by 5 a.m. Monday, ac-
cording to an Army Corps 
spokesman. A hydrograph-
ic sweep survey of the loca-
tions was then undertaken 
to confirm no underwater 
hazards remained in the 
area where the barges were 
removed, the spokesman 
said.

Speaking at the World’s 
Fair Marina Monday morn-
ing, Crowley had asked the 
Army Corps to work on 
removing the barges in De-
cember and called for an in-
vestigation to identify the 
bad actors responsible for 
leaving the boats.

“The U.S. Treasury was 
robbed of almost a million 
dollars to remove this de-
bris and that’s criminal,” 
Crowley said.

Before starting the op-
eration, the Army Corps 
conducted an extensive 
search to figure out who 
left the barges, but the own-
ers could not be identified. 
The Army Corps then got 
approval to do the work.

Over the last few months, 
the barges released Styro-
foam blocks and other ma-
terials into the water, pol-
luting the bay and nearby 
shores.

The barges arrived in 
the bay in the summer of 
2011. Styrofoam is put into 
empty holes in barges to 
keep them afloat. When 
barges are abandoned, the 
metal rots and Styrofoam 
bursts out of the holes

The complete removal 
was expected to take be-
tween 14 and 21 calendar 
days, pending suitable 
weather conditions. It was 

performed at night when 
LaGuardia Airport’s opera-
tions were reduced so the 
equipment being used to lift 
the barges out of the water 
did not affect aircraft using 
the airport. 

The overall cost of se-
curing and removing the 
barges was estimated to be 
between $850,000 and $1.1 
million.

The Army Corps’ New 
York District will continue 
routine dredging of the 
channels within the Flush-
ing Bay and Creek Federal 
Navigation Project as con-
ditions warrant and fund-
ing allows, the Army Corps 
spokesman said.  

Col. David Caldwell, the 
Army Corp’s New York Dis-
trict commander who led 
the dredging project, said 
the barges slipped into the 
Federal Navigation Chan-
nel. 

The barges are a navi-
gational hazard for the 
channel and also pose envi-
ronmental and visual chal-
lenges for the surrounding 
communities, he said. 

“Following the storm 
(January snowstorm), we 
were able to secure the au-
thorization to remove the 
barges,” Caldwell said. 

During a media boat 
tour, individuals were 

shown the DonJon Tug Sar-
ah Ann, which was used 
to move the crane barge 
Michigan and deck barge 
Barnegat Bay around to 
work sites to complete the 
removal operations. 

Crowley met with 
Friends of Flushing Creek, 
a nonprofit organization 
that wants the creek to be 
restored, in August 2015 
and with Riverkeeper, a 
watchdog organization that 
works to protect the Hud-
son River and its tributar-
ies, in September 2015.

“As advocates and users, 
we can scream all we want 
but it was Congressman 
Crowley that took our fight 
to Washington and to the 
Army Corps and worked 
with them,” said Alex Rosa 
of Flushing Willets Corona 
Local Development Cor-
poration and Friends of 
Flushing Creek. 

Former City Council-
man James Gennaro, dep-
uty commissioner for New 
York City sustainability 
and resiliency at the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, and 
Joshua Kogan, coordinator 
for the Trash Free Waters 
Program for Region 2 at the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, were also in 
attendance.

Derelict barges taken 
from bay in Flushing

The DonJon Tug Sarah Ann was used to move Michigan, the crane 
barge, and Barnegat Bay, the deck barge, around work sites to 
complete the barge removal operations. Photo by Madina Toure
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

Notice: All seafood prices are dictated by weather conditions and are subject to change without notice.

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 lbs

$2499 $1499

FRIED CALAMARI
16 oz PLATTER

$1299

FISH & CHIPS 
FRIED or BROILED

$1999

SHRIMP PLATTER
FRIED or BROILED

+TAX +TAX +TAX+TAX

3  $39F
O
R

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE LOBSTERS

1 1/4 LB. EACH

99¢

GENUINE STATE O’ 
MAINE MUSSELS

LB.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS:

FREE
PARKING

ZAGAT 
RATED 
EXCELLENT
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

0
y, 

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios, a film and television 
production studio located 
at 34-12 36th St. in Astoria, 
welcomed the public behind 
the scenes for an open house 
on Sunday, as thousands 
of visitors witnessed how 
stunts are created, how spe-
cial effects are formed and 
how and where the stars 
live when they are working 
on location.

“New York on Loca-
tion” was produced in tan-
dem with the Museum of 
the Moving Image, which 
neighbors the studio, and 
Theatrical Teamsters Lo-
cal 817. According to Tracy 
Capune, the studio’s vice 
president, between 12,000 
and 15,000 people attended 
the event. She said the open 
house would not have been 
possible without the work 
of the studio’s crew, many 

of whom volunteered their 
time.

“I think they love to talk 
about what they do for a liv-
ing. They’re proud of what 
they do for a living, and they 

should be.”” she said. 
A street that typically 

served as the studio’s back-
lot was open to the public 
during the event. At one 
end stunt performers dem-

onstrated how to safely fall 
onto an airbag from 30 feet 
in the air. In another area 
“rain” poured on frolicking 
children from pipes placed 
high above the street, while 

a large fan blew artificial 
snow on passersby.

In a nearby lot, a crowd 
gathered to watch a stunt 
team demonstrate how 
someone is lit on fire. Some 
of the performers dressed 
in bulky protective equip-
ment and wielded large fire 
extinguishers. Tony Guida, 
a stunt performer for nearly 
thirty years, was to be the 
demonstrator.

One member of the team 
spoke to the audience, de-
tailing the many safety 
procedures and safeguards, 
while Guida donned lay-
ers of clothing coated in a 
translucent gel. Assistants 
scooped handfuls of the ma-
terial from orange barrels 
that were labeled “thick 
fire gel.” 

“We are covering him in 
a flame retardant gel,” the 
master of ceremonies said. 
“This is not something you 
can buy in a store.”

One of the assistants 
asked someone in the audi-
ence for a cigarette, which 
they lit and delivered to Gui-
da. After miming a drag, he 
proceeded to light himself 
on fire to the amazement of 
the crowd.

After the fire was put out 
and the crowd dispersed, 
Guida spoke about his pas-
sion for stunt work, which 
began when he saw a tele-
vision program with famed 
stuntman Hal Needham. 

“This is a manifestation 
of a dream I had,” he said. 
He credited the success of 
the open house event to the 
hard work of the Teamsters 
and the studio, as well as to 
the film going public that 
was interested in taking a 
peek behind the curtain.

“We want them to keep 
coming out to the movies,” 
he said.

A stuntman feels the heat in front of an amazed crowd during a demonstration at "New York on 
Location" at the Kaufman Astoria Studios.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Kaufman Astoria offers a look behind the scenes 
Open house at famed movie studio includes stunt demonstrations for thousands of attendees
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BY BILL PARRY

One of the borough’s 
leading providers of care-
giver support services has 
launched a new initiative 
to provide comprehensive 
services for caregivers of in-
dividuals with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias. 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices will receive $7.5 million 
over five years as part of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s $67.5 mil-
lion Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Initiative to alleviate 
the emotional and financial 
burdens that are placed upon 
those who care for loved ones 
living with Alzheimer’s.

“Alzheimer’s disease af-
fects thousands of New York-
ers each year and takes a dev-
astating toll on both patients 
and the caregivers,” Cuomo 
said. “This investment will 
provide a wide range of sup-
port and respite services for 
caregivers of individuals 
with Alzheimer’s and similar 

diseases.”
According to the gover-

nor’s office, the number of 
cases in New York state is 
expected to increase from 
380,000 to 460,000 by 2025. 
There are nearly 40,000 in-
dividuals 65 or older living 
with Alzheimer’s disease in 
Queens and SCS is provid-
ing services through its Care 
NYC program with its part-
ner organization, Queens 
Community House.

“The SCS Care NYC pro-
gram empowers caregiv-
ers to learn best practices, 
access benefits, connect to 
supportive services, and live 
without the fear, isolation, 
the hopelessness that can of-
ten occur in such situations,” 
SCS Executive Director Judy 
Zangwill said. “As a caregiv-
er myself, it’s gratifying to 
see the transformative power 
our programs have on a care-
giver and their family.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Students, faculty and 

parents at York Early 
College Academy have 
battled bureaucracy for 
the past several years in 
an attempt to have gates 
installed in the school’s 
yard to help ensure stu-
dent safety, Now, the 
gates may be built due to 
allocated funding from 
the office of the Queens 
borough president.

“I see our kids show 
up every day. And not 
just that, but they’re pro-
ducing incredible work,” 
Noah Angeles, the prin-
cipal of the school, said. 
“Because they’re here all 
the time, we want them 
to have a safe environ-
ment.”

York Early College 
Academy is co-located in 
the same school campus 
as Junior High School 8 
and the Emerson School at 
108-35 167th St. in Jamai-
ca. The school includes 
students from 6th to 12th 
grade and it enrolls more 
than 600 students with a 96 
percent daily attendance 
rate. The school partners 
with York College to offer 
the high school students 
college courses.

Joanne Franco, the 
parent of a student at 
York Early College Acad-
emy, said she first noted 
the need for gates in the 
school yard about three 
years ago. Teachers would 

often find broken bottles 
and at one point a bulldog 
ran into the yard while 
students were at recess. 
No one was injured, but 
Franco worried that an 
animal might hurt a stu-
dent.  

“The teachers were 
standing at the gate, mak-
ing sure no one was ap-
proaching the children,” 
Franco said. “Not hav-
ing those gates made our 
teachers become body-
guards.”

A spokeswoman for 
Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said 
the borough president had 

allocated $350,000 of her 
FY17 discretionary capi-
tal funds to the DOE and 
School Construction Au-
thority to cover the “full 
projected costs of fencing 
to enclose the schoolyard 
of the building” that in-
cludes the three schools. 

The yard at York Early 
College Academy has two 
direct exits to the street, 
along with several exits 
onto fenced-off handball 
and basketball courts as 
well as a separate exit 
into Latimer Playground, 
a public park that has its 
own exit to the street. 
Franco wanted additional 

gates for the exits to the 
street as well as a gate that 
would separate the play-
ground from the school. 
Members of the student 
government even made 
a video describing the 
need for gates that they 
presented at a District 28 
Community Education 
Council meeting in April.

“We saw the dangers 
of the open environment,” 
Ayush Negi, a tenth grad-
er, said about the gates. 
“There could be animals 
going through.”

The Department of Ed-
ucation recently installed 
gates 

Parents, students and faculty at York Early College Academy have been calling for addition-
al gates and fences in the school yard to help protect students. Joanne Franco (l-r), Dean 
Michael Gross, Erin Lee Franco, Gurjot Chand, Ayush Negi, Elena Mahabir, Ashminie Ramjit, 
Samaiya Seemeen, Ume Kalsoom and Erik Ranjatton were among those requesting the fence. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Sunnyside to get $5.7M
for Alzheimer’s support

School calls for fences
Boro president will fund gate installation for Jamaica campus

Gov. Andrew Cuomo funds an initiative that will help a Sunnyside 
non-profit expand its support for caregivers of those living with 
Alzheimer's disease. Photo courtesy SCS
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Business leaders and 
representatives for elected 
officials attended the pro-
gram at the Harvest Room 
in Jamaica Market at 90-40 
160th St. May 18 to learn 
more about the RPA’s histo-
ry and mission. The organi-
zation began as a collection 
of business leaders in the 
tri-state metropolitan area 
in 1922 to create “regional 
plans” that would chart the 
long-term future for New 
York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut.

The RPA has produced 
three such plans in its his-
tory, with a fourth sched-
uled for release in 2017. 
RPA New York Director 
Pierina Ana Sanchez was 
on hand at the meeting to 
detail Jamaica’s projected 
role in that plan.

“Since the 1960s, when 
we proposed there would be 
a lot more growth in Jamai-
ca, we actually haven’t seen 
that growth, that promise,” 
she said.  Sanchez cau-
tioned, however, that many 
disagreed with the premise 
that Jamaica had not capi-
talized on opportunities.

Sanchez said the RPA 
conducted a market study 
in collaboration with 
Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corporation and 
found several areas of un-

tapped opportunity. Since 
office rents were lower in 
Jamaica compared to other 
areas, she said businesses 
might consider utilizing 
the second floors of office 
spaces along main streets 
like Jamaica Avenue and 
Sutphin Boulevard as co-
working spaces for people 
who do not work out of an 
office.

“The economy is chang-
ing,” she said. “Folks don’t 
have the same 9-to-5 jobs 
they may have had a gen-
eration ago.”

In the market study, the 
RPA also proposed finding 

ways to better use space on 
the grounds of John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
by moving cargo transpor-
tation businesses onto the 
airport property. Sanchez 
noted that the RPA had not 
yet completed its research 
of the area but wanted to 
present a snapshot of the 
organization’s progress.

“This is a midpoint re-
port, our research is far 
from complete,” she said. 
“But we wanted to bring it 
to you to ask are we going 
in the right direction? Are 
we asking the right ques-
tions?”

discharge with the rank of 
Staff Sergeant (E-5).

“It’s an honor to rec-
ognize the brave men and 
women who served our 
great nation and protected 
our freedom,” Peralta said. 
“The Senate Veterans’ Hall 
of Fame pays tribute to all 
those who serve, but sin-
gles out special recognition 
of those whose sacrifices 
and service have helped 
make our communities bet-
ter places to live, and Mr. 
Jackson is a clear example 
of that.”

Jackson has served as 
the executive director of 
the Queens Library Langs-
ton Hughes Community Li-
brary and Cultural Center 
in Corona since 1980. The 

East Elmhurst product is 
set to retire in July.

For the past decade 
he has been an adjunct 
instructor at the Queens 
College Graduate School 
of Library and Informa-
tion Studies and has been 
teaching Black Studies and 
Cultural Diversity at York 
College since 2001. Jack-
son serves as chairman of 
the Queens Borough Presi-
dent’s African American 
Planning Committee.

He is a founding mem-
ber of the Corona-East 
Elmhurst Historic Preser-
vation Society and is also 
a member of the York Col-
lege President’s Advisory 
Council. He earned his 
master of library science 
from Queens College and 
his bachelor of science in 
business administration 
from York College.

Jackson is an award-

winning author and pro-
lific essayist. He also wrote 
the foreward of the ninth 
and tenth editions of the Af-
rican American Almanac.

“Over the years, I’ve 
received numerous awards 
and honors. My military 
service has pretty much 
been ignored, so to be se-
lected for induction has 
deep significance for me,” 
Jackson said. “Vietnam vet-
erans still feel the pain for 
how we were received when 
we returned home from 
the war. I accept this high 
honor for all my brothers-
in-arms who never came 
home, as well as those of us 
who left part of ourselves 
somewhere in Vietnam. 
None of us came home un-
scathed. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.”

Continued from Page 1 

Jackson
Continued from Page 1 

JamaicaEx-SEAL talks PTSD 
at Northwell luncheon

BY MARK HALLUM

Kevin Lacz, a former 
Navy SEAL who served 
with the famous Chris 
Kyle and played himself in 
the film of Kyle’s autobiog-
raphy, “American Sniper,” 
made an appearance at 
Northwell Health in honor 
of Memorial Day and to 
promote PTSD awareness. 

Sgt. First-Class Clint 
Castro, a client of North-
well being treated for post-
traumatic stress, met with 
Lacz and discussed how 
PTSD has affected his life 
and how he has benefitted 
from treatment. 

Lacz was part of SEAL 
Team Three and deployed 
twice to Iraq, where  his 
life intersected with Chris 
Kyle, a Navy SEAL sniper 
who was awarded a Silver 
Star and several Bronze 
Stars for his service in 
that country. Kyle, who did 
charitable work for veter-
ans following his military 
service,  was killed in 2013 
by a former soldier he was 
helping to rehabilitate.

“He was a mentor to 
myself and other new guys 
in the platoon which be-
came pretty important 
when we deployed in 2006 
in Ramadi where sniper 
over-watches were pretty 
much the staple of our 
repertoire,” Lacz said of 
his time with Chris Kyle. 
“So learning from Chris 
helped me get over a learn-
ing curve that a lot of snip-
ers have but aren’t afford-
ed time.” 

Since leaving the Navy, 
Lacz has started a career 
in the health care field 
and written a book, “The 
Last Punisher: A SEAL 
Team THREE Sniper’s 
True Account of the Battle 
of Ramadi,” set for release 
in July. 

“It’s important to focus 
on PTSD, what we need to 
do our due diligence and 
flush it out as much as 
we can. There’s a lot of re-
sources available, family 
members need to be just 
as accommodating. But it 
also falls on a lot of veter-
ans to reach out. Help is 

available, communication 
is important. The more 
we facilitate that environ-
ment and make it easy 
for veterans to reach out, 
I think we’ll have better 
success with PTSD.”

Castro is on active duty 
with the U.S. Army and 
currently lives in Fresh 
Meadows and is receiv-
ing treatment for PTSD at 
Northwell. While serving 
in Iraq, Castro said he was 
in charge of a team of med-
ical responders who dealt 
with “immediate contact” 
while deployed. After com-
ing home, his wife began 
noticing uncharacteris-
tic behavior in Castro. 
In 2014, they sought help 
which eventually brought 
them to Northwell. 

“You have to live 
through PTSD to know 
what the environment can 
do for you,” Castro said. 
“I, being a soldier, would 
always tell a civilian, ‘I 
don’t need your help, what 
can you do for me?’ In this 

case, the tables have been 
turned. I do need their 
help and there’s a lot they 
can do for me.”

According to Lacz, the 
most important message 
conveyed in “American 
Sniper” about veterans 
was that it brought atten-
tion to the fact that war 
stories don’t end. Soldiers 
often spend their entire 
lives grappling with their 
experiences.

Lacz also mentioned 
that although 22 former 
servicemen and women 
commit suicide each day, 
only about a quarter of 
combatveterans have 
PTSD, contradicting the 
misconception that all 
veterans come away with 
scars,  which is telling 
about how poorly under-
stood the condition is.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Former Navy SEAL Kevin Lacz met with veterans at Northwell 
Health to discuss his role in the “American Sniper” 
film and raise PTSD awareness in honor of Memorial Day. 

Courtesy of Northwell Health

Downtown Jamaica could be an even more robust hub for tran-
sit and retail opportunities, according to the New York director of 
the Regional Plan Association. The organization has envisioned 
long-term possibilities for the community for decades. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Ed Schauder gave the 
medal to his mother May 8, 
a day before Mother’s Day. 

“It wasn’t easy being 
raised by her because 
as a Holocaust survivor, 
she went through a lot of 
post-traumatic stress syn-
drome,” he said. “She’s very 
nervous, she’s very anxious 
but proud. This was my way 
of acknowledging her.”

Schauder, a Brooklyn 
native who lives in Flush-
ing, has been practicing 
law for nearly 30 years.

He has negotiated spon-
sorship and endorsement 
agreements in transactions 
involving iconic athletes, 
entertainers and brands 
such as the 1969 New York 
Mets, Tiger Woods, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, the 1980 
U.S. Olympic Hockey Team 
and the 1994 New York 
Rangers.  He also co-found-
ed and served as general 
counsel for the not-for-prof-
it Negro League Baseball 
Players Association and to 
the 2011 World Police and 
Fire Games.

As president of the Free 
Synagogue, he said he has 
helped revive the house of 
worship that almost closed 
down ahead of its 100th an-
niversary.

“I volunteered to put 
together a bond offering 
to keep it afloat,” he said. 
“Now we’re about to close 
a real estate transaction 

that will make us one of the 
wealthiest synagogues in 
the country.”  

 His father was born in 
Germany but escaped Nazi 
Germany and went to Chi-
na. He joined the Merchant 
Marines and became a U.S. 
citizen. 

Edward’s father, who 
died in 1996, was a taxi 
driver and his mother was 
a bookkeeper and also 
worked at a senior center. 

He said his mother is 
committed to leaving a 
strong legacy for him and 
his 50-year-old brother. 
He and his wife Nicole, 54, 
have three children: An-
drew, 18; Matthew, 15; and 
Naomi, 13. 

But his mother’s owner-
ship of the award was short-
lived. Shirley conspired 
with his wife, Nicole, 54, to 
give it back to him under 
the belief that no one visits 
her place, which she said 
is filled with more than 
enough memorabilia. 

“I’m very proud and 
I’m honored and I’m very 
moved that he wanted me 
to have it and I still feel, I’m 
convinced that he deserves 
it,” she said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Medal

bringing equality and free-
dom to our diverse LGBT 
community around the 
world, who just happens to 
be from Queens.

“Each is a role model 
and we are proud to have 
them as 2016 grand mar-
shals,” Reif said.

The parade was origi-
nally conceived in 1993 as a 
response to homophobic at-
tacks on the borough’s les-
bian and gay communities 
made by School Board 24 
President Mary Cummins. 
Now-City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) was an award-win-
ning public school teacher 
at PS 199, who turned ac-
tivist when he founded the 
parade.

“The Queens Pride Pa-
rade continues to spread 
the empowering message 
that we in the LGBT com-
munity are your fam-
ily, friends and neighbors,” 
Dromm said. “For 24 years, 
this parade has opened 
the hearts and minds of 

Queens residents and has 
made the historic gains the 
LGBT community has seen 
over the past several years 
possible.”

Dromm recalls the first 
year when 10,000 spectators 
turned out and witnessed a 
huge presence by the NYPD 
because “no one knew what 
to expect.” Now it is the 
second largest Pride cel-
ebration in New York City, 
drawing crowds of 40,000 
spectators each year.

“As a Council member 
representing a growing 
trans-Latina community 
in Queens, it is my pleasure 
and my honor to serve as a 
grand marshal and be an 
up-stander against violence 
and discrimination target-
ing the LGBTQ commu-
nity,” Ferreras-Copeland 
said. “The Queens Pride pa-
rade is a celebration of our 
human rights, it represents 
our unity as a community 
and sends a clear message 

that every lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender in-
dividual has a place to live 
and love here.”

The parade kicks off at 
noon at 89th Street and 37th 
Avenue, and goes down 
37th Avenue, ending at 75th 
Street where it disperses 
into a street festival. The 
Multicultural Festival runs 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. from 
73rd Street to 77th Street.

“Dozens of community-
based organizations will 
be participating in our fes-
tival headlined by Crystal 
Waters,” Queens Pride Co-
Chair manAndrew Ronan 
said. “All of these partici-
pants stand with our grand 
marshals in support of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communi-
ties. There is still time to 
register for the parade and 
festival. Visit www.queen-
spride.org so you can be 
part of pride in Queens this 
year.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Pride

Ed Schauder, president of the 
Free Synagogue in Flushing, 
received an Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor and gave it to his 
mother Shirley, who escaped 
Nazi Germany and was de-
tained on Ellis Island. 

Photo courtesy Ed Schauder

 Developer defends plan 
for affordable housing

BY BILL PARRY

The controversial plan 
by Phipps Houses to build 
a ten-story, 209-unit resi-
dential building called 
The Barnett, with 100 
percent mixed-income af-
fordable housing, on the 
northern edge of Sunny-
side Gardens had its public 
hearing with Community 
Board 2 week. More than 
150 Sunnyside residents 
attended and complained 
the project would add 
stress to area infrastruc-
ture, add more students 
to overcrowded schools, 
worsen traffic and remove 
parking places.

“You know, we’ve done 
25 of these public hearing 
in the UULURP process 
and this was the first time 
we encountered a lot of 
angry resistance,” Phipps 
Houses Vice President 
Michael Wadman said. He 
and Adam Weinstein, the 
Phipps Houses president 
and CEO, sat down with 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers editorial board last 
Friday to review what oc-
curred at the hearing, the 
first step in the public pro-
cess.

“You could actually 
feel the tension between 
longtime residents and the 
new arrivals to the neigh-
borhood,” Weinstein said. 
“The younger folks want 
lower rents. They say they 
grew up in the neighbor-
hood and can’t afford to 
stay. The ones that didn’t 
want units were the older 
people.”

Weinstein said he un-
derstood what he called 
“legitimate concerns” 
about the infrastructure 
like overcrowding on the 
No. 7 subway line, but 
pointed out hey would all 
be examined in environ-
mental impact studies that 
will be made public. What 
he cannot understand is 
the commotion over the 
parking spaces.

The Barnett would be 
built on a 225-space park-
ing lot between the Phipps 
Gardens Apartments and 

the LIRR. Residents claim 
the loss of spaces would 
create a nightmare in the 
neighborhood.

But the project calls for 
200 spaces on a tended lot 
and people will move into 
the Barnett for its afford-
ability. 

“A car is a luxury,” 
Wadman said.

Weinstein said “for the 
most part people that park 
there will still be able to 
park there and they’ll get 
preference.”

Many residents com-
plained about the scale 
of the structure, saying 
it is too big for the neigh-
borhood. Weinstein said 
residents of Sunnyside 
Gardens would not even 
notice because it would 
be built behind the Phipps 
Gardens Apartments.

“If you’re standing at 
51st Street and 39th Av-
enue, you literally do not 
know this exists,” he said. 
“You could build a 30-sto-
ry building and given the 
vantage point of standing 
on the street, there’s no 
physical way of seeing the 
business.”

Weinstein and Wad-
man stressed that the 
project would be good for 
the area, which has been 
neglected over the years.

“Barnett Avenue 
doesn’t have a sidewalk 
and it’s poorly main-
tained,” Wadman said. 
“We’re going to put in a 
wide sidewalk with two 
rows of trees. You’re go-
ing to have a restored 

streetscape. It’s not a very 
secure street. One woman 
who grew up in the Phipps 
Gardens said Barnett 
is where you went to do 
naughty stuff because no 
one’s there and that won’t 
be the case with this build-
ing.”

Weinstein thought the 
hearing went well, despite 
the anger.  He said Phipps 
will listen to the critique 
and adjust the plan to 
make it more palatable to 
the community - within 
reason.

“There was a very large 
contingent, with an anti-
gentrification rant, com-
plaining that we were just 
developers out to make 
a buck,” he said. “If that 
were true, we’d just sell 
the land. What we are pro-
posing is an improvement 
to what’s there now. There 
are users that would buy 
this property for its mar-
ket value that would pro-
vide for something that’s 
worse than what’s there. 
It could be obnoxious, gen-
erate traffic, it wouldn’t 
bring the amenities we 
bring and it wouldn’t put 
eyes on Barnett Avenue 
and bring life. It could be 
pretty awful and that’s the 
reality.”

CB 2 will vote on the 
plan June 2. While its de-
cision is advisory as is the 
next stop in the process 
with the borough presi-
dent, the City Planning 
Commission and the City 
Council have the power to 
reject the plan.

Plans for a 10-story building with affordable apartments draws 
mixed reviews from Sunnyside residents at a public hearing. 

Courtesy of Phipps Houses
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