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Elected officials and commu-
nity leaders said it was a com-
bination of numerous issues af-
fecting Flushing that ultimately 
caused the city to put its plan to 
rezone Flushing West on hold. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s propos-
al sought to clean up and rezone 
60 acres on the Flushing water-
front and form a planned com-
munity with waterfront access 
for its housing and commercial 
space.

The 32-acre study area runs 
from Prince Street to Flushing 
Creek on the west, Roosevelt Av-
enue on the south and Northern 
Boulevard on the north. The pro-
posal would have created 1,600 
units of housing in the area. 

The mayor decided to tempo-
rarily halt the proposal just days 
after Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) wrote a letter to City 
Planning Chairman Carl Weis-
brod asking for the project to be 
withdrawn.

 De Blasio’s plan aims to cre-
ate and preserve 200,000 units 
of affordable housing in the five 
boroughs over the next decade. 

Austin Finan, a spokesman 
for de Blasio, said the city plans 
to refine the proposal.

“We are continuing to work 
with the community to address 
the important quality-of-life 
and planning issues that are 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Thousands of Queens resi-

dents and elected officials 
came out to support veterans 
and active armed service mem-
bers as a military band played 
at the 89th annual Little Neck/
Douglaston Memorial Day Pa-
rade, billed as the largest in 
the country. 

The parade, which started 
at Jayson Avenue and North-
ern Boulevard, featured deco-
rated war veterans, public 
servants and civic leaders as 
marshals and honorees. The 
opening and closing ceremo-
nies took place at the Divine 
Wisdom/St. Anastasia school 
at 45-11 245th St. in Douglas-
ton. 

Retired Lt. General Rich-
ard Mills, USMC, who has 
served in Italy, Kosovo, Bos-
nia, Somalia and Iraq, served 
as the grand marshal. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo marched dur-
ing the parade. The parade 
also featured local high school 
marching bands, wreath-lay-
ing ceremonies and military 
organizations. 

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said he has been at-
tending the parade every year 
since he became comptroller. 

He said the parades around 
the city are an important re-
minder that people who make 
sacrifices to better the coun-
try should “never, ever be for-
gotten.” He also stressed that 
the city needs to take care of 
its veterans. 

“It’s equally important that 
the city government recog-
nizes we have an obligation to 
900,000 people who come home 
that are veterans and have 
such trials and tribulations 
regarding housing and job de-
velopment,” Stringer said fol-
lowing the parade. “I hope this 
is not a one-day event but we 
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This little guy gets to ride in "Little Joe," one of the vintage cars that is pride and joy of the Whitestone 
Memorial Day Parade. See parade coverage on Pages 28, 29. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Alley Pond Golf Center in 

Douglaston has unveiled a 
$3 million renovation to the 
facility that is designed to 
draw golfing enthusiasts of 
every stripe.

The upgrades feature an 
expanded clubhouse with a 
bar and grill, temperature-
controlled driving stations 
with roofs, a face-lift for the 
mini-golf course, an indoor 
PGA simulator and an im-
proved parking lot.

Queens Borough Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski and state Assem-
blyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) attended the 
grand opening and ribbon-
cutting ceremony that took 
place Friday on the patio of 
the clubhouse.

“The exciting thing is 
having a new facility where 
you can eat and drink and 
recreate with your family. 
In the back there is a party 
room with a simulator where 
you can play any golf course 
that’s in the United States,” 
Lewandowski said. 

“My colleague to the west, 
Assemblyman Ron Kim, and 
I, we like to come here and in-
vite our colleagues from the 

city,” Braunstein said. “We 
usually hit a few golf balls 
and go someplace else for din-
ner. But now we can stay here 
and see what executive Chef 
Marcos  has to offer. So I look 
forward to getting together 
with Ron and my colleagues 
and experiencing everything 
this great facility has to of-
fer.”

Lewandowski, Braunstein 
and  Spencer An took part in 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
with An holding the scissors.

Dale Spina, PGA certi-
fied pro for Alley Pond Golf 
Center, demonstrated how 
guests will be able to play in-
door golf at the new facility 
by shooting a double bogey 
at a simulated version of Au-
gusta National Golf Course. 
Other courses the simulator 
features are Pebble Beach, 
Firestone Country Club, and 
Doral’s Blue Monster. Alley 
Pond offers private lessons 
from licensed profession-
als as well as a summer golf 
camp.

The outdoor driving range 
has a total of 72 golf stations 
that are temperature con-
trolled.

The Alley Pond Sports Bar 
and Grill has a clean, modern 
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said he has 
introduced legislation that 
would require anyone hosting 
minors to register with the 
state of New York following the 
arrest of two suspects in  the 
brutal slashing of a 16-year-
old Chinese female exchange 
student in Whitestone. 

Oakland Gardens resident 
Wilson Lai, 25, and Devon 
Berkley, 36, of Allentown, Pa. 
were charged in a 19-count 
indictment with assault, con-
spiracy, endangering the wel-
fare of a child and criminal 
possession of a weapon, ac-
cording to District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 

Lai is also charged with 
rape, criminal sexual act, 
endangering the welfare of a 
child, criminal mischief, and 
harassment in connection 
with an alleged sexual rela-
tionship he had with a 14-year-
old girl who was allegedly the 
target of the slashing conspir-
acy, Brown said. 

If convicted, Berkley faces 
up to 25 years in prison and 
Lai faces up to 32 years in pris-
on, Brown continued. 

In an alleged case of mis-
taken identity, Berkley is ac-
cused of running  up to JiaJia  
Liang, who happened to be the 
same age and living with the 
same host family as the in-
tended victim, as she walked 
to school and slashing her 
twice in the face before flee-
ing, Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. The inci-
dent took place in Whitestone 
Dec. 16. 

As a result of the attack, 
Liang now has two scars that 
run up the left side of her face, 
the DA said. 

Lai had a one-year sexual 
relationship with the intended 
victim starting in June 2013 
when she was 14 years old and 

conspired with Berkley in De-
cember 2015 to assault the girl, 
according to Brown. 

Kim said his legislation 
would require entities such as 
not-for-profits, businesses or 
families hosting minors or tu-
toring or teaching children to 
register with the state. 

“A part of the long-term 
legislation and solution that 
we’re looking to advance is to 
have better oversight of these 
host families,” he said. 

The assemblyman said Jia-
Jia has left the host family in 
Whitestone for new housing, is 
back at school and her mother 
has returned to China.

Although the family is 
aware that the suspects have 
been arrested, JiaJia does not 
want to speak out at the mo-
ment without her mother at 
her side.

“She also wants her priva-
cy,” he said. “She’s a teenager 
and she feels uncomfortable 
issuing anything without her 
mother being present.”

He also said a special fund 

he helped set up with the law 
firm of Gary Park to cover ex-
penses such as traveling costs 
and surgery has raised at least 
$10,000.

A police spokesman and 
Kim confirmed that the in-
tended target, Lai’s ex-girl-
friend, and Liang were living 
at the same residence but are 
not related.

Lai was led out of the pre-
cinct during a perp walk a 
little before 2 p.m. May 26. 

At a news conference at 
the precinct’s headquarters in 
downtown Flushing, Lt. Timo-
thy Thompson of the 109th Pre-
cinct said the two men were 
arrested within 30 minutes of 
each other. 

“It happened to go down 
that way,” Thompson said. “We 
were trying to make it happen 
that way.”

Deputy Inspector Judith 
Harrison, the precinct’s new 
commanding officer, praised 
the work done to catch the sus-
pects.

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Queens Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski, Spencer An, and 
Assemblyman Edward Braunstein at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the grand opening of Alley Pond Golf Center's renovated facility. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Oakland Gardens resident Wilson Lai, who was arrested in connection 
with the December 2015 slashing in Whitestone, being taken away during 
a perp walk at the 109th Precinct. Photo courtesy 109th Precinct

Alley Pond Golf Center 
shows off fresh facility

Two busted in slashing
Man hired accomplice who attacked wrong girl: DA
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BY MARK HALLUM

Carol Brock, a Douglaston 
resident, received an honor-
ary doctorate of Humane Let-
ters from SUNY Cobleskill 
for her work as founder of Les 
Dames d’Escoffier, an organi-
zation designed to break down 
the barriers for women in culi-
nary fields. In her many years, 
she has also achieved the sta-
tus of accomplished journalist, 
philanthropist and mentor.

Brock began her career in 
journalism with Good House-
keeping Magazine in 1944 
where she worked for the next 
23 years as hostess editor, a 
position that was created for 
her. She would move on to the 
position of food editor for Par-
ents Magazine, followed by 15 
years as a food reporter for the 
Daily News. After leaving the 
Daily News, she went would 
become a food critic for  the 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

She currently holds the 
title of Grande Dame for Les 
Dames d’Escoffier and talked 

about the challenges to women 
working in the culinary arts 
and journalism.

“After 23 years, my hus-
band said to me, ‘you’re not 
making enough money.’ Well, 
it was true. The food editor got 
me a $10 raise. All my raises 
were $10 and they weren’t very 
often,” Brock said in an inter-
view. “I thought it over, and, 
yes, I would leave Good House-
keeping. I left Hearst with the 
lowest salaries and wound up 
at Parents Magazine with the 
second lowest.”

She would leave Parents 
Magazine after only two 
years.

Brock was a food reporter 
at the Daily News for 15 years 
and even posed for a photo that 
would end up on the cover.

In 1973, Brock decided to 
switch gears and look to bring-
ing women into a prevalent 
role in the cooking world. 
The culinary field at the 
time was dominated by men, 
but Brock worked with Les 
Dames d’Escoffier and SUNY 

Cobleskill to set a new prec-
edent as a mentor to talented 
young women entering the 
profession.

“Carol Brock’s vision and 
support of our college and our 
culinary programs have had 
and will continue to have a 

tremendous positive impact 
on our students and the indus-
tries that they enter,”  SUNY 
Cobleskill President Marion 
Terenzio said. 

“Our culinary programs 
are an essential link in our 
broader point of view. As part 
of their education and future 
role as stewards of sustain-
ability, students at SUNY 
Cobleskill have an opportu-
nity to learn every step of food 
systems from seed to plate, and 
even beyond, from food waste 
back to energy.”

Brock’s passion for home-
style cooking, journalism and 
empowering women in the 
work place have earned her a 
seat among the greats through-
out her long, lively career. At 
92, she currently serves as the 
culinary arts coordinator for 
Great Neck Adult Education 
programming.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Former food reporter and Les Dames d’Escoffier founder was awarded 
with an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from SUNY Cobleskill at 
commencement on May 14. SUNY Cobleskill

Honorary doctorate goes to Queens Grande Dame
SUNY Cobleskill recognizes Carol Brock for a lifetime of culinary journalism and mentorship

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Queens Parent Advi-
sory Board welcomed United 
Federation for Teachers Presi-
dent Michael Mulgrew to Bor-
ough Hall Tuesday for a wide-
ranging discussion of school 
overcrowding, the Common 
Core and punishment for abu-
sive teachers.

“We really are at a cross-
roads at this moment,” he said, 
standing behind a podium be-
fore a capacity crowd packed 
primarily with parents and 
teachers. 

He criticized what he con-
sidered to be the federal gov-
ernment’s top-down approach 
in the passage of nationwide 
education legislation like No 
Child Left Behind, and he crit-
icized the impact that Com-
mon Core State Standards had 
on students. 

“There was too much inter-
ference from above,” he said. 
“You may have had a good in-
tention, but when it goes down 
through all the bureaucracies, 
there’s unintended conse-
quences.”

Mulgrew said new federal 
legislation would offer seven 
states the opportunity to use 
project-based assessments, 
which ask students to com-
plete more detailed projects 
and problems, in lieu of stan-
dardized testing. The state 

would have to fund new as-
sessments, but Mulgrew said it 
was worthwhile for New York 
to vie for a spot.

“We get to do so much more 
with children when we do it in 
a holistic manner,” he said.

Mulgrew noted that Queens 
is the most overcrowded bor-
ough in terms of its schools, 
and he criticized the approach 
the city takes to determining 
school capacity. The city makes 
those decisions based on its 
annual Enrollment, Capacity 
and Utilization Report, which 

critics contend artificially in-
flates enrollment capacity. He 
said the city needed to consid-
er more construction.

“You go to a district and 
look at K through three,” he 
said. “If they’re overcrowded, 
build middle schools. It’s not 
that difficult.”

Soumaly King, a member 
of District 28’s Community 
Education Council, asked 
Mulgrew how the UFT could 
work with the Department of 
Education to remove teachers 

BY BILL PARRY

The speed-camera expan-
sion movement is gaining mo-
mentum. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) in-
troduced a resolution support-
ing the Every School Speed 
Safety Camera Act, legisla-
tion in the state Assembly that 
would allow the city to deploy 
more speed cameras and use 
them 24 hours a day. The state 
currently only allows speed 
cameras at 140 schools, leav-
ing students at the remaining 
1,800 schools unprotected. 

Since the 140 cameras were 
installed in city school zones 
in 2014, 945,000 speed violation 
tickets were issued by Sep-
tember 2015. City Department 
of Transportation statistics 

show that at first each camera 
issued an average of 192 viola-
tions per day. By September 
2015 the number decreased to 

an average of 69 summonses 
per day, or a 60 percent drop.

“Speed cameras are a sim-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A bill co-sponsored by 

state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
will place stronger regula-
tions on abandoned “zom-
bie” properties. The bill was 
passed in the state Assembly 
last week by a vote of 116-22, 
and he is calling on the state 
Senate to also pass the legis-
lation.

“Zombie properties” are 
blighted properties that have 
been abandoned by their 
prior residents, often after 
a bank or lender has placed 
a foreclosure on the house. 
State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman estimated last 
year that there were more 
than 16,700 foreclosed homes 
throughout the state. Accord-
ing to Goldfeder, the issue 
became worse for Queens 
residents in the aftermath of 
Superstorm Sandy as homes 
were abandoned due to dam-
age.

“Zombie properties are a 
plague on our community that 
drives down property values, 
threatens public health and 
undermines the character of 
our neighborhoods,” he said. 
“For families still struggling 
to recover from Sandy, they 
are also a constant, painful 
reminder of everything we 
lost in the disaster.” 

Goldfeder was one of sev-
eral co-sponsors of the “New 
York State Abandoned Prop-
erty Relief Act of 2016,” which 
was developed in partnership 
with Schneiderman’s office. 
The bill would make mort-
gage lenders responsible for 
“pre-foreclosure” properties, 
in addition to properties in 
foreclosure. The bill would 
also require inspections that 
would help determine if prop-

erties with a delinquent mort-
gage have been abandoned by 
owners. 

Additionally, the bill 
would establish a registry 
listing all abandoned residen-
tial properties in the state. It 
would be supervised by the 
office of the state Attorney 
General. There would also be 
a hotline for people to call if 
they saw zombie properties.

After the bill’s passage, it 
was referred to the Senate’s 
Housing, Construction and 
Community Development 
committee.

 In June 2015, Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) introduced legislation 
to the New York City Council 
that would allocate funds re-
ceived from settlements with 
lenders to go towards com-
munities like southeastern 
Queens that were hard hit 
by the foreclosure crisis. The 
legislation was referred to 
the Committee of Economic 
Development in March.

Foreclosure rates fluc-
tuate wildly throughout 
Queens. According to Real-
tyTrac, the top Queens neigh-
borhoods for foreclosed prop-
erties were Cambria Heights, 
with one in every 340 prop-
erties foreclosed, and South 
Ozone Park, where one in 427 
properties is foreclosed. In 
Far Rockaway, one in 1,149 
properties is foreclosed. Re-
altyTrac, a real estate infor-
mation website,  said 10 per-
cent fewer homes received a 
foreclosure rating in April 
compared to the same period 
last year.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is calling for speed cameras at every 
school in the city because they reduce speeding by 60 percent. 

Photo courtesy Van Bramer's office

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder is co-sponsoring legislation that would 
place more of the burden of abandoned, zombie properties on lend-
ers. The bill passed the state Assembly and has been referred to the 
state Senate. Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

United Federation of Teachers President Michael Mulgrew (l-r), Queens 
Director of Education Monica Gutierrez and Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz address a Parent Advisory Board meeting at Queens 
Borough Hall. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Zombie property bill 
passed by Assembly

Demand grows for speed cams

UFT head talks shop
Mulgrew joins Katz at Parent Advisory Board meeting

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) has rolled out a 
new initiative to make Flush-
ing cleaner. 

The three-point plan, 
which Stavisky unveiled at a 
news conference last Friday, 
is centered on education, san-
itation and communication.

The educational com-
ponent of the plan calls for 
educating residents and busi-
ness owners about the rules 
and regulations for garbage 
disposal by handing out fli-
ers in English, Chinese and 
Korean.

The sanitation part of the 
plan would establish a third 
sanitation inspector who 
oversees areas within the 
11354-355 zip codes. Commu-
nity Board 7 currently has 
two sanitation inspectors.

Lastly, the plan’s commu-

nication component requests 
the creation of a roundtable 
with stakeholders so that 
small business owners can 
share their concerns, ideas 
and questions.

“Through programs such 
as graffiti removal, power 
washing and the founding of 
the Flushing BID, this area 
has seen improvement over 
the years, but trash continues 
to be problematic,” Stavisky 
said. “We cannot solve the 
issue merely by handing out 
citations to small business 
owners, but rather by using a 
multi-pronged approach.”

As a state senator, Stavisky 
was a founding member of the 
Downtown Flushing Transit 
Hub Business Improvement 
District.

She has also allocated 
funds for graffiti removal 
and sponsored power-wash-

BY MADINA TOURE

Some 40 southeast Queens 
residents learned about every-
thing from the history of vot-
ing rights to voting trends in 
the borough at a voter educa-
tion forum sponsored by state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park).

The forum, held at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Jamaica 
May 26, featured presentations 
and a panel discussion with 
Steven Romalewski, director 
of CUNY Mapping Service; 
Carmen Dixon, educator and 
organizer for the New York 
City Chapter of Black Lives 
Matter; Michael Higgins, Jr., 
organizer for Families Unit-
ed for Racial and Economic 
Equality; and Lurie Daniel 
Favors, general counsel for 
the Center for Law and Social 
Justice. 

In an interview with 
TimesLedger, Sanders said he 
wants his district, which in-
cludes Richmond Hill, South 
Ozone Park, Jamaica and 
Cambria Heights, to be the 
starting point of a national 
conversation about getting 
people more involved in the 
democratic process. 

“Let this district become 
known as the most thought-
provoking thinking district 
that we have in New York 
City,” he said. “I’m prepared to 
accept a challenge, of course, 
that no one is fully worth of,  
of standing up for democracy. 
And I believe this will re-en-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Former Nassau County Ex-

ecutive Tom Suozzi says he is 
ready to come back from pri-
vate law practice and enter the 
political arena again to run 
for the congressional seat cur-
rently held by Steve Israel.

The Democratic contender 
told TimesLedger in a visit 
to the newspaper’s office that 
he wants to be the candidate 
who puts the highest impor-
tance on the Queens portion 
of the district, which stretches 
through Nassau into Suffolk 
County. 

 Suozzi is one of five Long 
Island residents running in 
the June 28 Democratic pri-
mary for the district, covering 
the neighborhoods of Whites-
tone, Bay Terrace, Douglas-
ton, North Shore Towers, Glen 
Oaks, Floral Park and Little 
Neck.

 He was the youngest may-
or of Glen Cove, then became 
the first Democrat to win the 
county executive seat in 30 
years in 2001. He served in that 
position for eight years, then 
lost the Democratic primary 

for governor to Eliot Spitzer in 
2006 and was defeated twice in 
bids to recapture the county 
executive post.

  The issues that matter to 
Suozzi are immigration re-

form, helping people suffering 
from mental health disorders 
and substance abuse, and 

creating jobs by integrating 
green technology and energy 
sources.

As the son of an Italian im-
migrant, Suozzi said he does 
not see how deporting undocu-

mented workers will solve any 
problems. 

 “Resolving an issue that 
is as controversial as this, we 
need to rely on basic Ameri-
can principles. No. 1, all men 
and women are created equal. 
Not all men and women with a 
green card are created equal 
or all men and women with a 
passport are created equal. 
This cannot be an excuse for 
racism. We have to treat peo-
ple with human respect. The 
second American principle, 
all men and women are equal 
under the eyes of the law,” he 
said conversely, arguing that 
immigrants have to be expect-
ed to follow the law. 

“There is a human aspect 
certainly. But then the coun-
try could be making so much 
money if we legalized people, 
gave them a pathway to citi-
zenship. They’ll be paying So-
cial Security and income taxes 
in the future.”

The 3rd Congressional Dis-
trict has a large immigrant 
population, and Queens is 
ranked as the most diverse 
county in the nation. 

Southeast Queens residents listen as panelists discuss voting at a forum 
sponsored by State Senator James Sanders. Photo by Madina Toure

A Democratic candidate for the 3rd Congressional District, Tom Suozzi is running to build a healthier govern-
ment based on compromise between warring parties and a political system that better serves vets and those 
suffering from mental health issues. Photo by Michael Shain

Suozzi discusses Queens priorities 
Former Nassau executive explains issues that matter in upcoming congressional race

SE Queens residents taught 
about voting rights at forum

Stavisky unveils plan  
to clean up Flushing

Continued on Page 26 Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY MADINA TOURE

Although she is only a few weeks 
into the job, the new commanding of-
ficer of the 109th Precinct says she is 
building on her predecessor’s legacy, 
which includes a recently created com-
munity policing program and online 
crowdsourcing platform for residents 
to share problems in the area.

Deputy Inspector Judith Harrison 
started in the position May 16. Her pre-
decessor, Deputy Inspector Thomas 
Conforti, is now the commanding of-
ficer of the NYPD’s Crime Prevention 
Division.

Harrison, who has already been to 
a few civic meetings, said she inher-
ited the community policing program 
launched by Conforti. The program, 
which started April 4, breaks up the 
precinct’s coverage area into six sec-
tions: College Point, Whitestone, Flush-
ing, Bay Terrace, downtown Flushing 
and Auburndale. 

“People already have positive feed-
back on it. They’re starting to see a lot 
more police officers,” Harrison said. 
“We’re not so much reactive as we used 
to be where (in) certain neighborhoods, 
you wouldn’t see us unless you really 
called for us because we were busy in 
the busier part of the precinct.”

The new commanding officer is also 
an active tweeter and plans to continue 
building upon the NYPD’s IdeaScale 
website, a web-based platform kicked 
off in the precinct, where residents 
post quality-of-life concerns. 

Most recently, she tweeted a photo 
of the perp walk of an Oakland Gar-
dens man arrested and indicted in con-
nection with the slashing of a 16-year-
old female Chinese exchange student 
in December 2015. 

“If I get that information out and 
I’ve got a little over 6,000 followers, 
if each one of my followers re-tweets 
that, you see how many people you can 
touch?” she said.

Harrison, who joined the NYPD in 
April 1997, first started in the 102nd 
Precinct, where she worked for five 
years before she was promoted to ser-
geant in 2002. She also worked for the 
104th Precinct for a year and at the Po-
lice Academy for a few years. 

Upon her promotion to lieutenant, 
she was assigned to the 109th Precinct, 
where she worked for about a year. She 
then worked in Queens Borough North 
for six years until she was promoted to 
captain, after which she was assigned 

to the 115th Precinct.
In July 2014, she became the com-

manding officer of the 112th Precinct 
and then finally became commanding 
officer of the 109th Precinct. She grew 
up in Queens Village.

“You can see that most of my ca-
reer has been in Queens,” she said. “I 
reside in Queens. I have family here 
in Queens and I’ve worked here pri-
marily. Queens is near and dear to my 
heart.” 

The most prevalent crimes in the 
precinct, which she said is property-
crime driven, are grand larcenies, in-
cluding identity theft as well as auto 
theft.

She also said her traffic unit and 
her executive officer, who oversees her 
traffic program, have been determin-
ing where most accidents occur as well 
as problematic locations. 

Harrison said she has noticed new 
developments and once-empty parking 
lots replaced by homes and businesses 
in Flushing.

“The crowding is a good thing be-
cause it brings people here and there’s 
a reason why they come here,” she 
said. “They come here to shop, they 
come here to patronize local business-
es, they come here to eat so it’s great to 
see that they come here.”

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Judith Harrison Photo by Madina Toure

New 109th Pct. head
follows same course

GROOMING SALON INC.

718-460-LOLA (5652)
20-28 College Point Blvd., College Point, NY 11356

www.LolasGroomingSalon.com

LOLA’S GROOMING SALON GRAND OPENING! 

Schedule Your Pet’s Grooming Today! 
Includes Bathing        Nail Trimming        Ear Cleaning

Teeth Brushing        Anal Gland Expression.

Over 20 years of grooming experience.
Your furry friends will be in good hands at Lola’s Grooming Salon!

The likelihood of you pooping on the 
hairdresser is pretty slim.
You don’t bite or scratch your hairdresser.
Your hairdresser only washes and cuts the 
hair on your head, not your entire body.
Your haircut doesn’t include a manicure   
or pedicure.
You sit still for your hairdresser.

1.

2.

3.
 
4. 

5.

The Top Five Reasons Why Pet 
Haircuts Cost More Than Yours!

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO
Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens 

by writing a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or 
comments to timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY BILL PARRY
 
On the eve of Memorial 

Day weekend, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz announced 
that the long-awaited Queens 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
project, the first boroughwide 
memorial to honor all Queens 
residents who died while serv-
ing in the southeast Asian 
conflict is now fully funded 
and ready to proceed. The 
memorial will be constructed 
where the iconic Elmhurst gas 
tanks once stood.

Katz’s recent $1.5 mil-
lion allocation from her fis-
cal year 2017 discretionary 
capital funds comes on top of 
the $500,000 in funding first 
secured when she was a city 
councilwoman back in 2008. 
Katz made the announcement 
during the annual Memorial 
Day Observance Ceremony 
last Thursday at Borough 
Hall.

“This latest allocation is 
a step towards fulfillment of 
a promise made years ago,” 

Katz said. “More veterans call 
Queens home than any other 
borough, and the Queens 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
will be a fitting and dignified 
tribute to those who served. 
The vision for a physical, bor-
oughwide memorial was first 
forged by our own veterans 
who wanted to memorialize 
the sacrifices made by hun-
dreds of Queens residents and 
their families during what 
was a tumultuous period in 
our nation’s history. Freedom 
is not free, and with the me-
morial, their service will be 
appropriately recognized and 
remembered for generations 
to come.”

With the necessary capital 
now in place, work can begin 
on the design and construc-
tion of the $2 million project, 
which will be located in the 
northwest corner of Elmhurst 
Park, a 6.22 acre former 
brownfield turned greenspace 
on 79th Street between Grand 
Avenue and 57th Avenue in 
Elmhurst. In the late 1990, the 

Keyspan Company removed 
the tanks and in 2001, it began 
remediation of the site before 
selling the land to the city for 
$1 in 2014.

“The members of our 
country’s Armed Forces who 
served in the Vietnam War 
sacrificed so much on behalf 
of their country, yet at the 
time they were not given ap-
propriate recognition,” said  

John Rowan, the Vietnam 
Veterans of America president 
and an Elmhurst native. “The 
Queens Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial will help address that 
historical wrong by honoring 
all Queens residents who gave 
their lives in that conflict.”

A total of 420 Queens resi-
dents lost their lives while 
serving in the Vietnam War, 
according to the Vietnam 

Veterans of America Chapter 
32, which represents Vietnam 
War veterans of Queens. The 
late Pat Toro, the former presi-
dent of Chapter 32 and a Ma-
rine Corps Vietnam veteran, 
was a vocal and persistent sup-
porter of the conflict before he 
died from an Agent Orange-
related illness in 2014.

“Pat Toro fought hard for 
this before he died of blood 
cancer from Agent Orange, it’s 
killing all of us,” current VVA 
Chapter 32 President Michael 
O’Kane, of Glendale, said. “I 
haven’t met anyone I served 
with who isn’t sick from Agent 
Orange. We’re losing 750 veter-
ans a day, in fact, I heard just a 
few weeks ago that we passed a 
milestone that more veterans 
have died after the war than 
during the war. That’s why I 
want this memorial to go up 
soon. I hope to see it in my life-
time.” 

There is no timetable set 
for when the memorial will be 
constructed.

Vietnam veterans are pleased with Borough President Melinda Katz's an-
nouncement that a long-awaited borough-wide memorial will be built in 
Elmhurst. Courtesy of Borough President's office

Vietnam vets will fi nally get a memorial: Katz
Funding allocated for Elmhurst Park site where giant fuel tanks used to mark skyline
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Rehab AssociatesRehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021
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If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
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BY MADINA TOURE

 A series of shootings, a 
fatal collision and a subway 
suicide marred the Memorial 
Day weekend in Queens, but 
as of mid-week no arrests had 
been made in the criminal 
cases. 

At 11:10 p.m. Sunday, a 
21-year-old was shot in the 
chest and a 27-year-old was 
shot in his right calf at 91-66 
110th St. in Richmond Hill, 
according to the police. 

Witnesses said there was 
a dispute and a man dressed 
in black fired two shots and 
fled northbound and that as 
he was fleeing, additional 
gunshots could be heard, po-
lice said.

The 21-year-old man was 
in critical condition but sta-
ble condition, while the other 
victim was in stable condi-
tion, a police spokesman 
said. 

At about 10:40 p.m., police 
received numerous 911 calls 
about shots fired at a large 
block party at 154-02 118th 
Ave. in Jamaica, according to 
the police. 

A 29-year-old woman, a 
33-year-old woman and a 
36-year-old man were shot 
during the party, police said. 

The victims were taken 
to Jamaica Hospital by EMS 
and the detectives were in-
terviewing them, police con-
tinued.

The 29-year-old woman 
observed a light-skinned 
man wearing a white T-shirt 
and jeans coming from 155th 
Street and shooting with a 
black pistol, officials said.

Police said she ran to try to 
escape the gunfire but ended 
up receiving a graze wound 
to the right buttocks.

Three unoccupied vehi-

cles were also struck by the 
gunfire, officials said.

The police spokesman 
said the 36-year-old man had 
a graze wound to the lower 
back and was in stable con-
dition while the 33-year-old 
woman had a gunshot wound 
to her left upper thigh and 
was in stable condition.

The spokesman added 
that the 29-year-old woman 
was also in stable condition 
and that no arrests had been 
made by late Wednesday. 

Just 53 minutes earlier, 
another shooting occurred 
in Jamaica Houses at 89-00 
Van Wyck Expressway, po-
lice said.

At 9:55 p.m., a man was 
taken into surgery to be 
treated for a gunshot wound 
that entered his lower right 
back, police continued.

The police spokesman 
said the victim was in stable 
condition, but uncooperative 
with police and giving mul-
tiple inconsistent statements.

At 2:17 p.m., officers re-
sponded to an accident in the 
area of 34th Avenue and 91st 
Street.

A 2005 Toyota Corolla, 
driven by an 86-year-old man 
with Jackson Heights resi-
dent Amy Huang, 83, the front 
passenger, was traveling 
westbound on 34th Avenue 
approaching the intersection 
of 91st Street when it struck 
an unoccupied 2016 Chevro-
let parked on the north side 
of the roadway, police said.

The collision forced the 
Chevrolet onto the sidewalk 
where it then collided with 
scaffolding before coming to 
a rest.

The driver was treated for 
lacerations to his arm and 
Huang was pronounced dead 

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
shot down a controversial plan 
by Phipps Houses to build The 
Barnett, a ten-story, 209-unit 
residential building with 100 
percent mixed-income afford-
able housing before Commu-
nity Board 2 was scheduled 
to vote on the development 
this week. Phipps, a non-profit 
developer, needed a zoning 
change to build on a parking 
lot it owns at 50-25 Barnett 
Ave.

The lot, on the northern 
edge of Sunnyside Gardens 
between the Long Island Rail 
Road and the Phipps Gardens 
Apartments, is currently 
zoned for manufacturing.

“I’ve been very clear from 
the start. I have very serious 
concerns about this project 
that I’ve shared with everyone 
involved,” Van Bramer said. 
“While I’ve had serious con-
cerns for a long time, I wanted 
to give Phipps the opportunity 
to build support and amend 
their project after hearing 
feedback from the community. 
However, Phipps has not, in 
any meaningful way, attempt-
ed to negotiate or amend the 
plan to address community 
concerns. Phipps has not built 
local or community support 
for the project. They haven’t 
seriously addressed concerns 
about height, income levels, 
community facilities or ame-
nities”

Van Bramer’s decision may 
doom the project since City 
Council protocol follows the 
recommendation of the local 
representative. The de Blasio 
administration, caught in an 
affordable housing crisis, is 

not ready to give up on The 
Barnett.

“Phipps Houses is early in 
their public approval process,” 
de Blasio spokesman Austin 
Finan said. “We expect they 
will continue conversations 
with all local stakeholders 
as the project moves through 
ULURP.”

Van Bramer believes it’s 
fair to say the mayor and Com-
missioner Vicki Been of the 
city’s Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment would like to see the proj-
ect proceed.

“I fully believe we need 
more affordable housing and 
have demonstrated this sup-
port many times, but this does 
not mean that every project is 
the right one or in the right lo-
cation,” Van Bramer said. “In 
the face of opposition, Phipps 
has been unwilling to make 
any meaningful changes.”

A Sunnyside Gardens resi-
dent himself, Van Bramer said 
he got more feedback from res-
idents and neighbors than any 
other issue in his  6 1/2 years 
on the City Council.

“I had intended to allow the 
land use process to unfold, and 
to allow the community board 
the opportunity to weigh in be-
fore I voiced my opinion,” Van 
Bramer said. “At the land use 
committee meeting, however, 
CB 2 Chair Pat O’Brien and 
members of the committee 
intimated that it was impor-
tant for them to know where I 
stood as part of their decision-
making process. When I heard 
that, I realized that it was time 
for me to make my position 
clear. Given all these concerns, 
I cannot support this proposed 
project.”

Phipps Houses President 

and CEO Adam Weinstein re-
sponded.

“We firmly believe that the 
land-use review process works 
best in its entirety, as it’s spe-
cifically designed to do,” Wein-
stein said. “Toward the end of 
that process, we’ll take stock 
of what we’ve heard and as-
sess what changes we can re-
alistically make. While we’re 
disappointed to see the Coun-
cil member’s most recent com-
ments, we remain hopeful that 
we can work together to take 
advantage of this opportunity: 
to develop a 100 percent af-
fordable building in the heart 
of Sunnyside geared toward 
middle-income residents, and 
to address the genuine afford-
ability crisis faced by so many 
in the community.”

Van Bramer had a parting 
shot for the developer.

“In November, I co-hosted 
a town hall meeting with 
Community Board 2, at which 
residents voiced serious ap-
prehensions about the proj-
ect,” he said. “Phipps already 
manages the Phipps Gardens 
Apartments across the street 
from the proposed site of the 
Barnett and have not always 
done right by their tenants. 
While I was aware of some is-
sues with their management, 
I was dismayed by how many 
complaints existing tenants 
registered against Phipps, 
both at this town hall and sub-
sequent town halls. Before we 
allow Phipps to build more 
rental units in the neighbor-
hood, they need to get right 
with the people who pay them 
rent today.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

A series of shootings and a collision plagued the borough during 
Memorial Day Weekend. Wikimedia Commons

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is blocking the Phipps Houses proposal to build a 10-story development on 
Barnett Avenue in Sunnyside. Courtesy of Phipps Houses

Van Bramer says nope
Councilman pans Phipps’ plan to build 209 affordable units

Boro ripped by crime 
over holiday weekend

Coninued on Page 18



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 3-9, 201610    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING—Police were searching 

for an elderly Flushing man who went 
missing in his neighborhood during 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Agakhan Hafiz, 70, was last seen 
at his residence Sunday at about 12 
p.m., according to the police. He was 
last seen wearing glasses, blue jeans, a 
gray shirt and glasses.

A police spokesman said Hafiz is in 
good mental health but has numerous 
medical ailments and has to take medi-
cine daily.

The investigation was ongoing, the 
spokesman said.

RIDGEWOOD—The NYPD was 
seeking the public’s assistance iden-
tifying individuals with ties to a bur-
glary pattern in Ridgewood.

The first incident occurred on Feb. 
27 at about 5:30 a.m., when two men cut 
the lock on a roll down metal gate to a 
business at 466 Woodward Ave. Once 
inside they, broke into an ATM, took 40 
cartons of cigarettes and $600 from the 
cash register, police said.

The second incident March 23, oc-
curred at 3 a.m. when the same indi-
viduals pried open the back door at 803 
Cypress Ave. and stole $17,380 out of the 
ATM. They also damaged the surveil-
lance camera and removed the tape.

On April 10 at an undetermined 
time in the night, the lock on a metal 
door to a building at 2042 Grove St. was 
cut. The ATM machine was broken 
into and $17,840 was removed.

On April 18, between 11 p.m. and 
6:05 a.m., unknown individuals en-
tered through the basement access 
at the address of 62-86 60th Place and 
stole $170 from the ATM.

Finally, on April 26 between the 

hours of 11:25 a.m. and April 27 at 
noon, the ATM at 853 Wyckoff Ave. was 
broken into and $15,760 was removed.

If there is any information pertain-
ing to the individuals in surveillance 
photo attached, contact NYPD.

JAMAICA—A man was sentenced 
to six years in prison on May 26 after 
he was convicted of calling 911 more 
than 50 times to report non-existent 
emergencies, according to the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

According to DA Richard Brown, 
Ronald DeShields, 42, of Jamaica, made 
52 calls to 911 between Jan. 20 and Feb. 
10 in 2014. During the call, he said there 
was an emergency at 89th Avenue and 
161st Street, as well as other locations. 
The fabricated emergencies ran the 
gamut from police-involved shootings, 
officers in need of assistance or fires 

in apartments. Emergency personnel 
were sent to the stated location each 
time.

DeShields was later arrested, ac-
cording to the Queens DA. Brown said 
that DeShields was in possession of the 
phone he used to make the calls at the 
time of his arrest.

In April, DeShields was convicted  
of falsely reporting an incident and 
reckless endangerment, according to 
the DA. His six-year stint in prison will 
be followed by five years of post-release 
supervision, according to Brown.

The NYPD released this image of two men 
suspected in a string of burglaries in the 
104th Precinct.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Jamaica man sentenced for bogus 911 calls

String of burglaries target Ridgewood

Police search for missing Flushing man

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2016 
JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY 
PARADE: 12 Noon 
37th Ave from 89th to 75th Streets

FESTIVAL: 12 Noon to 6pm 
37th Road from 74th to 77th Streets

FEATURED GUEST ON THE QUEENS PRIDE STAGE:  
Top selling recording artist Crystal Waters  
(“Gypsy Woman (She’s Homeless)”,  “100% Pure Love”)

2016 QUEENS PRIDE  
PARADE & FESTIVAL

¡El Orgullo Nos Une! 
Pride Unites Us!

queenspride.org

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender

Our Sponsors

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Agakhan Hafiz  Photo courtesy NYPD
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718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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State Assemblywoman Marge Markey refuses to 
give up. For a decade she has pushed the state Leg-
islature in Albany to pass the Child Victims Act, 
which would remove the statute of limitations on un-
derage sexual abuse cases.

Her bill made it through the Assembly this session 
for the fourth time, but it never has been brought up 
for a vote in the state Senate.

This time looked like it might be different. The 
Maspeth Democrat took her fight to the Legislature 
as “Spotlight” won the Oscar for Best Picture for its 
accurate portrayal of the Boston Globe’s investigation 
into the Catholic Church’s coverup of priests molest-
ing children. The film aired the scandals that have 
plagued the church to an appalled national audience.

In May, the Democratic minority failed in its bid 
to force the state Senate to vote on the measure, which 
may mean that it’s moribund with only two weeks 
left in the current session. GOP senators blocked the 
bill, co-sponsored by Sen. Brad Hoylman, a Manhat-
tan Democrat, on the grounds it would unleash a 
flood of unverified claims of sex abuse.

The current law gives child sex abuse victims 
up until age 23 to file a lawsuit. The Markey/Hoyl-
man bills would create a one-year window for people 
claiming to be victims to sue over incidents that hap-
pened decades ago. 

“Our current statute of limitations protects the 
wrong people,” Markey said.  “It gives a free pass to 
predators and those who hide them, but most often 
denies justice to their victims.”

In her 10-year campaign, Markey has faced a pow-
erful opponent, the Catholic Church, which fears the 
one-year window would encourage so many suits 
that it could be driven into bankruptcy.

The Daily News reported the Catholic Church 
had spent $2.1 million on influential lobbying firms 
to stop passage of legislation with easier timeline re-
strictions on child sex abuse cases. The church backs 
extending the statute of limitations to 10 years and 
opposes an open window.

The church wants to settle these cases in private 
far from public scrutiny, but errant priests have 
been the predators and the church should not be able 
to withhold justice from the victims.

This is morally unacceptable.
Markey is determined to end barriers to child sex 

abuse cases. It’s the right time and the right thing 
for GOP senators to support her efforts now that the 
Assembly has acted responsibly yet again.  The new 
law would hold the individuals and institutions ac-
countable for the damage that has been inflicted on 
the most vulnerable members of our society.

A FIGHT FOR JUSTICE

Help save someone’s life: Give blood
How would you like to save 

someone’s life? Life is such a 
precious commodity and I think 
some of us wonder if there is 
something we can do to help 
someone in need. 

I have a suggestion. St. An-
astasia Knights of Columbus 
Council # 5911 is hosting a blood 
drive at St. Anastasia Parish in 
Douglaston. It will take place 
on June 5 between the hours of 
8:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. in Father 

Smith Hall. The address is 45-14 
245th St. 

This is a great opportunity for 
many to truly give the gift of life 
by donating blood. There is no 
substitute for human blood. One 
in three people will need blood 
sometime during their lives. 
Blood lasts only 42 days. Your 
donation now is critically impor-
tant. Close to 2,000 men, women 
and children in our communi-
ties, including cancer, transplant 

and surgery patients, trauma vic-
tims, newborn babies and many 
others need blood transfusions 
each day. 

For more information or to 
places closer to your homes go 
to the New York Blood Center at 
www.nybloodcenter.org. Please 
give the gift of life.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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READERS WRITE

The Access-A-Ride program 
is a daily lifeline for thousands 
of people with disabilities, se-
niors and other New Yorkers 
who cannot get around the city 
with mass transit. Each year, it 
provides millions of paratran-
sit rides to workplaces, doc-
tor visits, movie theaters and 
grocery stores across the five 
boroughs, but too often those 
rides are late or do not show 
up at all. Every New Yorker 
deserves access to safe, timely 
and reliable public transporta-
tion, but a new audit by my of-
fice found that Access-A-Ride 
customers have been left at the 
curb and the MTA’s misman-
agement is to blame.

We found a veritable laun-
dry list of failure, indiffer-
ence and neglect by the MTA. 
Despite spending over $321 
million on bus, van and car 
service providers for trans-
portation services last year, 
auditors uncovered serious 
breakdowns in operations that 
the MTA simply ignored.

The findings speak for 
themselves:

• In 2015, more than 31,000 

people booked Access-A-Ride 
vehicles that never showed 
up and failed to provide ser-
vice, yet the MTA did practi-
cally nothing to discipline 
companies that were respon-
sible. One contractor, GVC II, 
reported more than 10,000 of 
these no-shows—and blamed 
customers for more than 7,500 
of them. But a sample review 
found that the contractor, not 
the customers, was respon-
sible for 40 percent of these no-
shows.

• The MTA assessed just 
$12,000 in penalties last year 
for inaccurate reporting of 
no-shows. That’s .004 percent 
of the $294 million paid by the 
MTA to providers of bus and 
van services for the year.

• Although the MTA re-
quires GPS devices in Access-
A-Ride vehicles to transmit 
its location, it has routinely 
failed to ensure these devices 
are actually used. A sample of 
150 rides showed that nearly 
three-quarters of the time, 
Access-A-Ride bus and car 
providers misrepresented GPS 
data, or had none to confirm 

when customers were actually 
picked up.

• In a review of 9.3 million 
recorded pick-ups and drop-
offs, providers may have ma-
nipulated more than 2.5 mil-
lion trip records to improve 
their on-time performance for 
billing purposes. Once again, 
the MTA failed to crack down 
on such abuses.

• Finally, because the MTA 

essentially relies on the honor 
system to record trips made 
by car services, they can’t be 
assured that rides they were 
billed for were made. As a re-
sult, auditors uncovered that 
taxpayers may have paid for 
more than 4,185 car trips—
worth $130,000—that never 
happened.

Our audit made a series of 
recommendations to improve 

Access-A-Ride, including ask-
ing the MTA to ensure that all 
vehicles have functioning GPS 
devices, directing companies 
to stop using driver-reported 
pick-up times, except when the 
GPS fails, and cracking down 
on providers that misrepre-
sent trip and vehicle data.

Here’s the bottom line: in 
a city that prides itself on its 
diversity, accessibility and tol-
erance, we have an obligation 
to provide safe and reliable 
transportation to every New 
Yorker. When it works, Access-
A-Ride provides a vital link to 
family, to work and to daily ac-
tivities that allow people with 
disabilities and seniors to lead 
full and productive lives.

Unfortunately, this ser-
vice fails far too often, leav-
ing thousands of New Yorkers 
in the lurch. It’s time for the 
MTA to take responsibility 
for this program once and for 
all, and make it operate at the 
high standard that its custom-
ers deserve.

Scott M. Stringer
New York City Comptroller

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Few remember that in 
1998, as part of the proposed 
MTA LIRR East Side Access 
project, construction of a pas-
senger station was considered 
for Sunnyside Yard. It would 
provide access to the growing 
Long Island City business and 
residential district. 

Fast forward eighteen years 
to today.  The MTA proudly 
announced several months 
ago that they have awarded 
the last East Side Access con-
struction contract. Since no 
contract has ever been award-
ed for the new Sunnyside Yard 
LIRR Station (that was to be 
built at Queens Boulevard and 
Skillman Avenue), you have 
to wonder if this was deleted 

from the project scope.  
One trick used by transit 

managers to complete any 
project within budget, is to 
drop a portion of the original 
work. This saves the neces-
sary dollars which were not 
available to deliver 100 percent 
of what was originally prom-
ised. Is this an attempt reduce 
the overall project cost by $400 
million?

Since 2001, the total di-
rect cost for MTA LIRR East 
Side Access to Grand Central 
Terminal has continually 
grown—from $3.5 billion to 
$4.3 billion in 2003, $6.3 bil-
lion in 2006, $8.4 billion in 
2012 and $10.8 billion in 2014. 
Don’t be surprised when they 

announce that it has grown to 
$11 or $12 billion. They should 
have included sufficient fund-
ing for both remedial envi-
ronmental activities and con-
struction of the Sunnyside 
Yards Station.

The original Full Funding 
Grant Agreement between 
the United States Department 
of Transportation, Federal 
Transit Administration and 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority was approved in 
December 2006. The $2.63 bil-
lion of federal grant funding 
remains unchanged (virtu-
ally all of which has already 
been spent), with the MTA as 
local sponsor having to cover 
the $6 billion in cost overruns. 

The $2.5 billion that has been 
programmed in the proposed 
MTA 2015-2019 Five Year Capi-
tal Plan (which still needs 
approval by the State Capital 
Program Review Board) is to 
cover a portion of these cost 
overruns.  Additional funding 
from $1 billion or more will 
be needed in the next 2020 - 
2024 Five Year Capital Plan 
to cover the balance of fund-
ing necessary to complete this 
project. The FFGA will have to 
be amended ten years later in 
2016 to reflect the current true 
cost and schedule.

There has been incredible 
residential and commercial 
growth in neighborhoods 
adjacent to Sunnyside Yard. 

Imagine the benefits to both 
residents and commuters if 
this station is built. The same 
would be true for noise bar-
riers. Consider the possible 
travel options if a Metro North 
connection from the New Ha-
ven line via the Bronx and Hell 
Gate Bridge to Grand Central 
Terminal reached beneficial 
use, along with LIRR Eastside 
Access in 2023, and both pro-
vided service to a Sunnyside 
Yard station. There are still 
eight more years for the MTA 
to get this right.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Will a Sunnyside Yard LIRR station ever be a reality?

Access-a-Ride leaves riders at the curb
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W
ith most of the nation-
al political attention 
being focused on the 
presidential race, in-

terest in the mayor’s race next 
year is starting to materialize. 
The incumbent Democratic 
Mayor Bill de Blasio is very 
likely to face Democratic pri-
mary challenges before next 
year’s city fall election. If he 
should be defeated in a prima-
ry election, it will be the end of 
his career as New York City’s 
mayor.

On the Republican side 
there seems to be considerable 

interest in running Repub-
lican City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich for mayor. Ulrich is the 
only Republican officeholder 
in Queens. He represents 
a councilmanic district in 
southwest Queens. He is now 
completing his second four-
year term in office. His elected 
office is term-limited after two 
terms. Therefore he will not be 
eligible to run for a third term 
as city councilman.

Ulrich seems to have sup-
port among various Republi-
can Party leaders. He is a good 
public speaker and after eight 
years in the City Council he 
is knowledgeable about issues 
affecting New York City. The 
question is, if he runs will he 
be able to raise the necessary 
campaign funds for the impor-
tant citywide race for mayor? 
Ulrich did run for a New York 
State Senate seat, but was un-

successful. He has had plenty 
of experience in running for 
public office as well as work-
ing on other races besides his 
own.

Ulrich may be facing a Re-
publican primary if he runs. 
There may be other Republi-
can candidates interested in 
running including a clergy-
man from upper Manhattan, 
Michael Faulkner, who has 
been campaigning during the 
past year.

The results of the 2016 elec-
tion will have a profound ef-
fect on election 2017 in terms of 

whoever wins the presidency 
is able to carry state and local 
candidates into office includ-
ing U.S. Senate, U.S. Congress, 
state Senate, state Assembly, 
governors, and city councils.

In the United States we have 
a large number of elections 
at all levels of government. 
Voters are constantly being 
called upon to render election 
judgments. This year seems to 
have brought out more people 
to vote than in recent years.

There seems to be an an-
gry mood among the people. 
This is causing an increasing 

interest in the election, espe-
cially the presidential elec-
tion. Years ago we did not have 
the amount of independent 
voters that we have now, es-
pecially in the Western states. 
Most people years ago joined 
one of the major political par-
ties. Voting seems to have in-
creased in recent years due to 
early voting, absentee voting, 
and changing party affiliation 
before voting.

Hopefully, voting this year 
will be widespread and a ma-
jority of citizens will choose to 
vote.

We want our officials who 
are elected to office to feel that 
they have the strong support of 
our people. In terms of people 
voting, 2016 should improve 
the electoral process.

I
t’s, like, so much fun get-
ting ready for the summer. 
Here’s my to-do list:
• Get new bathing suit.
• Come on. Who am I kid-

ding? Get out old bathing suit. 
Ignore the fact it predates the 
Bush era.

• The W. Bush era, that is. 
It’s not like I never get a new 
bathing suit.

• It would just be nice if 
someday they invented an 
elastic that stayed elastic in-
stead of getting crunchy after 
a decade or two.

• Also, if someone made 

bathing suits that don’t go out 
of style every two (in glacial 
terms) seconds.

• Quit obsessing about age 
of bathing suit!

• Quit obsessing about age! 
“Only as old as you feel.” 

• Or is it “Only as young as 
you feel”?

• Positive affirmation: I feel 
younger than springtime!

• Of course, springtime 
has been with us for a while. 
Ever since the Earth started 
spinning on its axis, right? 
Or at least since the evolution 
of plants? I do, for sure, feel 
younger than that.

• Just not in my bathing 
suit.

• Anyway: Buy sunscreen!
• Choose: White glop no one 

in the family ever will use be-
cause it’s like slathering on 
blue cheese dressing and pre-
tending that that’s a normal 
way to walk around? The Buf-

falo wing look?
• Or the clear spray-on stuff 

that costs more per ounce than 
Chanel No. 5?

• Buy both. Mere pres-
ence of gloppy white stuff in 
medicine cabinet will protect 
family from skin cancer by 
appeasing angry Coppertone 
god. Can stay there for years. 
In fact, has. 

• Ignore whole article 
glimpsed yesterday that said 
a responsible family would go 
through a whole bottle of sun-
screen in a day at the beach, 
reapplying after each swim.

• I suppose this is the same 
family that cleans the coils 
behind its refrigerator on a 
monthly basis, as the manu-
facturer suggests, to “boost 
cooling efficiency.” As if it is 
so easy to move a fridge every 
month.

• Or ever.
• Which could explain our 

electricity bills.
• Quit thinking about things 

you didn’t do in the middle of 
“to do” list!

• To do: Get son’s health 
form. 

• Also to do: Stay on hold for 
45 minutes waiting for pedia-
trician’s office to remember 
you are alive, on the phone, 
and had cheerfully responded, 
“Sure!” to “Can you please 
hold?” hoping that your chip-
per sympathy for their “crazy 
day!” would get you better 
service. So much for that. You 
want a crazy day? Try calling 
the doctor and, after the first 
10 minutes on hold, realizing 
you really have to go to the 
bathroom.

• Quit drifting off topic! 
Summer! Coming! Soon! Start 
exercising!

• Start exercising God-given 
right to enjoy life without jog-
ging, stretching, crunching.

• If I want crunch, I’ve got 
the elastic in my bathing 
suit.

• Get ready for guests: paper 
plates, napkins, tablecloths.

• Feel guilty about using too 
much paper.

• Feel guilty about not in-
viting people about not to be 
invited (but at least you’ll be 
using less paper).

• Make guest list for festive 
(if small) barbecue and swim 
party!

• SWIM? 
• In what?
• To do: Buy bathing suit.
• Or not.
Happy summer!

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

COLUMNS

A look ahead to next year’s race for City Hall

Ready for summer? Here’s our checklist
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

The results of the 2016 presdential 
election will have a profound effect on 

the race for mayor in 2017.

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by writing a letter to the editor. 
Send your opinions or comments to  timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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M
ay was National Asian 
Pacific Islander Histo-
ry Month, and against 
that backdrop, Asian 

Americans, both nationally 
and in the borough, are taking 
steps to hold the U.S. govern-
ment accountable for histori-
cal missteps and current ra-
cial discrimination.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) introduced a bill to 
Congress calling for the re-
moval of the term “oriental” 
from federal law. As a result of 
these efforts, H.R. 4238, which 
aims “to modernize terms 
relating to minorities” by 
removing dated and defunct 
terms such as “oriental” and 
“negro” in federal law, passed 

Congress in a rare showing 
of bipartisan support, receiv-
ing 76 co-sponsors, including 
two Republicans. The bill was 
signed into law by President 
Obama, last Friday. 

Specifically, the law revises 
the definition of “minority” in 
federal law “to mean any U.S. 
citizen who is an Asian Ameri-
can, Native Hawaiian, Pacific 
Islander, African American, 
Hispanic, Puerto Rican, Native 
American, or Alaska Native.” 
The important distinction for 
Asian Americans was to dele-
gitimize the use of “oriental” 
as a description, particularly 
due to its historical connota-
tions of excluding and other-
ing Asian immigrant commu-
nities in the United States.

Adding to efforts to seek 
historical redress, a group 
of New York-based Chinese 
Americans created a travel-
ing exhibition, “Remembering 
1882” to commemorate mi-
grant Chinese railroad work-
ers and discuss the impact of 

the Chinese Exclusion Act. The 
exhibition opened two weeks 
ago in Chinatown. Organizers 
circulated a White House peti-
tion on social media, calling 
on the federal government to 
apologize for the categorical 
exclusion and “singling” out 
of Chinese immigrants over 
the 19th and 20th centuries.

Though both efforts are 
meant to redress historical 
grievances, some activists say 
the attitudes that formulated 
the creation of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act persist today, 
allegedly in the highest offices 
of federal agencies.

Wary of a growing cyber, 
trade and espionage conflict 
between the United States and 
People’s Republic of China, 
federal agencies have stepped 
up efforts to combat leaks of 
confidential information and 
punish those suspected of 
leaking “trade secrets.” No 
doubt, intelligence leaks and 
personal information of fed-
eral employees have put pres-

sure on these agencies to give 
the impression of diligence in 
prosecuting agents of indus-
trial espionage. 

However, Asian American 
civil rights groups allege that 
the government has engaged 
in malicious prosecution in 
their arrest and prosecution 
of up to five Chinese Ameri-
can scientists and research-
ers, all arrested and released 
without charges within the 
last 18 months. Though no 
wrongdoing was found, some 
of the arrested were fired from 
academic positions and found 
their reputations in shambles. 
In many cases, investigators 
either misconstrued the na-
ture of the work the scientists 
had done, or flagged innocu-
ous personal correspondence 
as “suspicious.” 

These cases drew parallels 
to the botched case against 
Chinese American scientist 
Wen Ho Lee, who was accused 
of leaking nuclear secrets to 
China in the ’90s, only to be 

exonerated. Like Lee, many of 
these suspects were preemp-
tively labeled in the media as 
“spies,” to their personal and 
professional detriment. The 
FBI is widely known to have 
engaged in spying on Chinese 
Americans during the Cold 
War, suspecting the commu-
nity of disloyalty.

Joyce Xi, daughter of one of 
the scientists, in conjunction 
with the Asian American civil 
rights group Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice (AAAJ), 
started a petition to call on At-
torney General Loretta Lynch 
and the Obama administra-
tion to examine possible racial 
biases within the Department 
of Justice, as well as apologize 
to Chinese Americans that had 
been accused and subsequent-
ly cleared of wrongdoing.

Persons interested in the 
petition can access it at the 
following url: https://www.
credomobilize.com/petitions/
obama-doj-stop-reckless-pros-
ecutions-based-on-race/

COLUMNS

The government should redress past missteps

New Voices
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Foods and decorations from a vast 
array of cultures were on display at 
Public School/Intermediate School 
266’s “Multicultural Day” held all 
day Friday. Elementary and middle-
school students danced, cooked food 
and learned about many diverse back-
grounds during the event.

“The school is a melting pot of dif-
ferent cultures,” said Stu Raphael, 
who was a dean at the school and the 
multicultural director. PS/IS 266 is lo-
cated on the Frank Padavan Campus 
in Glen Oaks.

According to Raphael, planning 
for the event began at the beginning 
of school year. Raphael said that he 
organized the first multicultural day 
during the first year of the school’s ex-
istence in 2003.

The festival started at 8:30 a.m. 
with a parade conducted by the nine 
different middle-school homerooms. 
Raphael said that each homeroom was 
assigned a country to study, and they 
built tents in the school’s yard for the 
younger students to visit. Kelly Parra, 
the school’s music teacher, said the 
theme of the festival was animated 
movies. The middle-school students 
based the themes of their tents on Dis-
ney movies that were set in different 
countries.

“They look forward to it all year,” 

she said about the students. “They’re 
proud of each other’s cultures.”

The festival was a culmination of 
months of classes and a partnership 
between the school and Lotus Music 
and Dance, a Manhattan-based studio 
that provided instructors to teach stu-
dents choreography emblematic of the 
various cultures and countries they 
studied.

At the French tent, students offered 
crepes and “fromage pies,” (cheese 
pie) while in the Mexico tent middle 
schoolers showed off clay sculptures 
they created. Brian, an eighth grader, 
said that he had enjoyed the new foods 
he had been exposed to, but he also 
expressed his appreciation for the 
school’s multicultural approach. 

“There’s not a lot of schools that do 
this,” he said.

For Raphael, this festival would be 
his last as an school instructor: After 
32 years as a teacher and 13 years at 
PS/IS 266, he was retiring. He said he 
looked back on the festivals through-
out the year with great fondness.

“For me, it’s bittersweet. It wasn’t 
my expertise, and we just grew this 
into something great,” he said. “It’s 
something I’m proud of, and I’m grate-
ful we had the opportunity.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Students set up tents celebrating different cultures and backgrounds at PS/IS 266's an-
nual "Multicultural Day," held on the school grounds at the Frank Padavan Campus in Glen 
Oaks. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Diverse cultures marked 
at IS 266 in Glen Oaks

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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WINDSOR PARK

STREET FAIR
To Benefit P.S. 205

Sunday, June 12, 2016
11am - 4pm

75th Ave between Bell Blvd and 210th Street

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE WP MANAGEMENT OFFICE:  718.776.8300
RAIN DATE: SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016

RIDES CARNIVAL GAMES ARTS & CRAFTS

FOOD & REFRESHMENTS ENTERTAINMENT



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 3-9, 201618    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

at 4:28 p.m. after sustaining serious 
head and body trauma, police said.

Police said the first vehicle had the 
green light.

No arrests were made and no sum-
monses were issued, according to the 
police spokesman.

At about 2:05 a.m., an unidentified 
man jumped in between train cars 
from a moving southbound F train ap-
proximately 400 feet from the Sutphin 
Boulevard station heading toward 
the Briarwood station and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, according 
to the police spokesman.

On Saturday, a motorcyclist alleg-
edly opened fire on a car driven by his 
ex-girlfriend’s boyfriend while the ex-
girlfriend and her 18-month-old baby 
were inside the car, police said.

At about 10:55 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a call of a man shot on the 
eastbound Long Island Expressway in 
the vicinity of Exit 21, police contin-
ued.

They found a 25-year-old man with 
three gunshot wounds to his left arm 
and he was taken to New York Presby-
terian Queens in stable condition, of-
ficials said.

The man, along with his girlfriend, 

a 25-year-old woman and her 18-month-
old baby, were approached by the wom-
an’s ex-boyfriend at 37th Avenue in 
Jackson Heights, police said.

Her ex-boyfriend verbally threat-
ened her boyfriend, prompting them to 
leave, police continued.

Officials said he then followed them 
on a motorcycle when they got onto the 
Long Island Expressway.

He allegedly fired at her boyfriend’s 
vehicle with a .40 caliber firearm, 
which then struck the motorcycle, the 
police added.

The motorcycle was recovered but 
the firearm was not recovered and no 
one was in custody, they said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The much anticipated reconstruc-
tion of LaGuardia Airport got under-
way Wednesday with the closure of the 
long-term parking Lot P3. Travelers 
can continue to park in lots P2, P4 and 
P5, which provide easy access to Ter-
minals B, C and D. However, P2 will 
close July 8, according to the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey.

A new long-term Lot P10 will be 
opening this summer.

LaGuardia Airport staff will seek 
to manage parking demand during the 
$4.2 billion construction project that 
will replace the main Terminal B with 
a central hall and concourse that will, 
for the first time, create a unified air-
port. Travelers are encouraged to al-
low extra travel time or consider using 
public transportation.

That work is scheduled to be par-
tially completed and open to passen-
gers in 2019, with full completion 18 

months later.
Meanwhile, LaGuardia Gateway 

Partners together with the Port Au-
thority, have signed a lease agreement 
and achieved financing for the public-
private partnership redevelopment of 
Terminal B. The lease began Wednes-
day and continues through 2050.

“We are committed to delivering 
this project on time and within budget, 
while keeping communities engaged 
and informed,” LaGuardia Gateway 
Partners CEO Stewart Steeves said. 
“Our focus on delivering a great cus-
tomer experience is rooted in knowing 
that an airport terminal is the first 
and last experience a passenger may 
have when visiting a city and region. 
We will build and operate a facility 
that New Yorkers can be proud of.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

LGA project underway 
THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Thursday at 4:45 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Crimes
Continued from Page 9

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens 
by writing a letter to the editor. 

Send your opinions or comments to
 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 
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Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
FOR THE FAIREST PRICES ON LONG ISLAND
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Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

“My Bill embraced life with a cheerful spirit that we will never forget. He loved 
skiing, boating, hiking, and traveling to new places with a joie de vivre that touched 
everyone he met. When he began to suffer with a terminal illness, we knew that in 
his final days, he deserved a place that would allow him to continue to ‘celebrate 
life’. As far as we were concerned, there was only one place that can do that: 
Calvary Hospital. He was at Calvary’s Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning 
Walsh Home in Manhattan. It was incredibly convenient for his family and friends 
to visit his room… and stay till all hours… reminiscing, laughing, and doing what 
Bill would have always wanted - enjoying life. Believe me, being a nurse for 48 
years, this just doesn’t happen at other hospitals. The Calvary staff had a genuine 
care and compassion for Bill - and for us - that made his last moments on earth 
meaningful and loving. Calvary is indeed the place where life continues.”

- Mary Lou Farrell, RN

“Bill lived life with heart and endless passion.
We knew Calvary was the place for him to spend his fi nal days.”

For more information about Calvary Hospice & Homecare, 
including The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in NYC, 

please call 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)
The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in NYC • Brooklyn Satellite at NYU Lutheran
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
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BY MADINA TOURE

A new type of school fair 
is seeking to encourage both 
healthy living and reading in 
Asian and Hispanic communi-
ties in Flushing that face a dis-
proportionate concentration 
of health challenges.

Advocate Community Pro-
viders and Get Focused, two 
local organizations that are 
working to improve health 
throughout Queens, hosted 
the fair at PS 244, The Active 
Learning Elementary School 
at 137-20 Franklin Ave. The 
goal of the fair was to promote 
healthy minds and bodies 
through reading, exercise and 
healthy eating.

The joint campaign, dubbed 
“Get Focused on Reading,” is 
part of a series of community 
book fairs throughout New 
York’s public school system 
that seek to empower students 
by letting them “buy” their 
favorite books when they com-
plete fitness challenges guided 
by certified trainers. 

Moisés Pérez-Martínez, 
Advocate Community Pro-
viders’ director of workforce, 
community and government 
relations, said diabetes and 
obesity are serious illnesses 
that disproportionately affect 
underserved communities.

“At a time when the city is 
working to transform health 
care delivery to achieve im-
proved care, better health 
outcomes and reduced costs, 
innovative initiatives and 
partnerships such as this are 
critical to our collective suc-
cess,” Pérez-Martínez said.

At the event, students can 
shop from a selection of over 
1,000 donated books, while 
parents can speak directly 
with local ACP network physi-
cians about any health-related 
questions.

ACP brings together 2,000 
individual, independent phy-
sicians with 950 hospital part-
ners and community-based 
organizations that focus on 
health, wellness and social 
services in lower-income, un-

derserved Hispanic, Asian 
and African-American com-
munities throughout New 
York City. 

Its network of physicians 
is responsible for the health 
of more than 200,000 Medicaid 
recipients in Queens, largely 

concentrated in Asian com-
munities. 

ACP and Get Focused are 
directing their efforts toward 
neighborhoods with the high-
est concentrations of severe 
health conditions as a way of 
addresssing the racial and 

ethnic disparities that afflict 
low-income and minority com-
munities. 

Goldin Martinez, founder 
of Get Focused, an organiza-
tion founded in Washington 
Heights that offers free pro-
grams in fitness, education 
and community service, said 
the program seeks to dem-
onstrate the importance of 
reading, exercise and commu-
nity service to youth as well as 
catalyzing a movement in New 
York’s most unhealthy neigh-
borhoods.

“Since our establishment 
in 2009, Get Focused has com-
pleted over two dozen free pro-
grams and events, impacting 
nearly 50,000 youth and we are 
excited to further our impact 
with the support of Advocate 
Community Providers,” Mar-
tinez said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A new type of school fair is trying to encourage more reading and 
healthy eating in youth. Photo courtesy Advocate Community Providers

School book fair promotes healthy eating in youth
Borough organizations use reading to encourage exercise in lower-income communities

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU
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Siara Maldonado
Student of Distinction
June 2016
Cathedral High School
Astoria, NY

Our June Student of Distinction, Siara, comes 
with accolades from teachers, business profes-
sionals, medical professionals, and the Principal 
of Cathedral High School. Each recommendation 
makes note of Siara’s leadership abilities, team-
work, intelligence, diligence and dedication, and 
kindness. Siara attends Cathedral High School on 
a full scholarship. Prior to attending high school, 
Siara was Valedictorian of her graduating class at 
Immaculate Conception School. This distinguished 
designation was a result of superior academic 
achievement, demonstrated leadership, and com-
munity service. 

Among the honors she has earned is induction 
in the National Honor Society (NHS). As an NHS 
member, Siara became eligible for membership and 
selection into Cathedral Scholars Club, which focus-
es on exploring programs to enrich the knowledge 
of those who excel academically. Siara has retained 
a 99.44 GPA and ranks second in her class. She 
also earned inclusion on the Principal’s List since 
October 2013, for which one must maintain a 95 or 
higher grade average, with no grade less than 90.

Her development during her attendance at 
Cathedral High School has been noted by Principal 
Maria Spagnuolo. Ms Spagnuolo reflects, “She is 
mature beyond her years, with a natural intellec- 
tual capacity that allows her to excel in whatever 
endeavor she undertakes. She earned the respect 
of her fellow students, as well as the respect of her 
teachers and school administration. She has con- 
sistently achieved honor roll status and has strong 
personal qualities and interpersonal skills.”

Siara’s enthusiasm for learning earned her the 
opportunity to explore careers in STEM-related sub-
jects – science, technology, engineering, mathemat-
ics – through Fordham University’s STEP program. 

STEP’s academic enrichment program offers college 
and career preparation in the aforementioned sub-
jects as well as introduction to the licensed profes-
sions, including medicine and law. 

Additionally, Siara participated in Health Profes-
sionals Recruitment and Exposure Program (HPREP) 
through Cornell University. HPREP is a nationwide 
high school science enrichment program intent on 
recruiting under-represented high school students 
into careers in the sciences and health professions. 
HPREP consists of 10 sessions, January through 
March. Students attend physician-led lectures at The 
Joan and Sanford I. Weill Cornell Medical College. 
Program participants also attend small group work-
shops led by Weill Cornell medical students.

Another health-oriented program Siara engages 
in is Cathedral High School’s Gateways to Health. 
Gateways’ members are required to take yearly 
health classes, maintain an 80% average and 
complete volunteer work. 

During her enrollment in the program, Siara was 
an intern at Jared Shore DMD, where she aided in 
dental office organization and observed the daily 
routine of a dentist. Julia Cardoso, Office Manager, 
found that “In all my years experience, some indi-

viduals stand out: Siara is one of those people. She 
is remarkable for her work ethic, positive attitude, 
and leadership. In fact, she is the ‘go-to’ person.”

Siara also had an internship at Sutton Place 
Physical Therapy (PT), where she observed different 
PT methods.Language is also a study in which Siara 
excels, attests Leonor Scacalossi, Language Teacher. 
“After only two years of Spanish,” Ms Scacalossi ob-
serves, “Siara was invited to join AP Spanish due to 
her mastery of the intermediate level. She completes 
all class activities in a manner that demonstrates 
academic passion.”

Being a person who is giving of her time and 
knowledge, Siara finds joy in participating in school 
activities that promote the betterment of fellow 
students. For example, she is a member of the 
student council. Her position permits her to improve 
the school environment for others. Relationships with 
other students are further fostered through volunteer 
tutoring. 

On the court, Siara brings a high level of skill 
and determination as a member of the Varsity 
Volleyball team. Anna Pipchinski, Varsity Volleyball 
Coach, Physical Education Teacher is proud of 
Siara’s commitment and reliability. She states “Siara 
has done so well in many areas that I asked her to 
join my sports camp for children with visual impair-
ments. She will also captain the Varsity Volleyball 
team during her senior year.”

In past summers Siara volunteered for Immaculate 
Conception School’s summer program. Ms Lisette 
Leston, Special Education Coordinator, says, “As a 
youth activity coordinator, Siara was responsible 
for groups of 15-20 children on a daily basis. She 
was never absent nor tardy. Her enthusiasm, smile 
and eagerness set her apart from other teenagers. 
She has worked hard in all aspects of her life – from 
school to work to extra-curricular activites – and is 
prepared for the next challenges ahead. I cannot 
wait to see where her next journey takes her!”

We also cannot wait. Our sincere congratula-
tions to Siara Maldonado on her achievements thus 
far and best wishes for continued success In all her 
future endeavors.
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Siara Maldonado
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◊ Simona M. Abraham
†◊   Christina Alvarez
      Brittany N. Amann
◊ Erica Christine Arundel
◊ Kimberly Ascona
†◊ Alicia Sarah Badea
       Joalys Baez
      Anjuleek Kaur Bains
†◊   Alyssa Ann Balkarran
†◊ Alexandria Marie Bay
◊ Eve Benedetti
      Kimberly Rose Benitez
      Renata Bortot Bilello
†◊ Selene Victoria Braham
*†◊ Valerie Bresier
†◊ Cassidy Marie Brodersen
†◊  Allison Rose Brody
      Jasmine Nicole Brunson
◊ Francesca Latorre Burridge
◊ Kimberly Anne Cabral
◊ Maleka Castro
◊ Daniella Grace Cattabiani
      Janai Chandler
◊ Pamela Jewel Chauca
◊ Caroline May Collins
◊ Nathalie Rachelle Cornejo
◊ Kaitlin Courtney
      Rory Creighton-Kirk
      Chelsea Ana Cruz
†◊ Ana Cuenca
*†◊ Elizabeth Anne D’Angelo
*†◊ Melissa Grace D’Angelo
†◊ Christina Rose DeGianni
†◊ Denisha Deepa Deonarine
†◊  Jessica Rose Diaz
†◊ Solangie Teresa Diaz
◊ Danielle Taylor DiFiore
◊ Loriana Nicole Donovan
◊ Amanda Lyn Doscher

◊ Caitlin Patricia Drury
      Luyanda Dube
*†◊ Isabelle Dudek
       Rebecca G. Dupoux
◊ Sharee Stephanie Eccles
†◊  Jeanmarie Egan
       Jessica Lynn Elcik
†◊  Lauren Celine Eng
◊    Collette R. Fagan
†◊  Nerlyne Fandal
      Amanda Farrell
◊    Leila Stefani Feliz
◊    Vanessa Florence Ficalora
†◊  Melissa K. Flambert
◊    Danielle J. Forlenza
◊    Sarah Grace Gallagher
†◊  Kelsi Jenna Garcia
◊    Dominique Nicole Gay
◊    Tamille Christine Gerson
      Gienna Marie Giallanzo
◊    Gabriella Ann Giannopoulos
      Raquel Sofia M. Goncalves
◊    N’iejah Destyni Gonsalves
      Kirstin Michelle Gonzalez
      Serena A. Govindeisami
      Gianella Lucila Grados
      Flores
      Shannon Christie Green
*†◊ Daria Paige Gregory
◊    Kristina T. Gulab
◊    Kailey Marie Halpin
◊    Cecilia Brittany Hanson
◊    Briana Nalini Harricharan
◊    Áine Margaret Higgins
†◊  Kailey Hill
†◊  Caitlin Rose Hillebrand
*†◊ Claire Nicole Hourihane
◊    Vaniah Devonne Howell
†◊  Emilie Eve Hryszko

*◊   Tishara Olesia Jarvis
◊    Petrucia Ahn Sandra
      Jean-Baptiste
†◊  Shannon Marie Jones
      Alexandra Isabelle Kally
*†◊ Imaya V. Karunanayake
†◊  Emily C. Keil
      Kelly Lee Kern
†◊  Caitlin Nicole Kessel
      Jessica Marie Kinsky
◊    Morgan Koenig
†◊  Olivia Marie Kuster
†◊  Joanna Latek
      Bianca Georgie Marie-Louise
      Leconte
†◊  Michele Yejin Lee
      Yi Li
†◊  Yuka Lin
◊    Julia Norina Ljubicich
†◊  Alexandra Catherina Lombino
◊    Elizabeth Nicole Lopez
*◊   Jennifer Michelle Luizzi
†◊  Emily K. Lundin
†◊  Abigail Rose Macaluso
◊    Nicole Fatima S. Magpantay
*†◊Tara Marie Maloney
◊    Gabrielle Kiara Mantuano
      Gina Marie Manzione
†◊  Lisa Marchelska
†◊  Amatul H. Marium
†◊  Michailah J. Marshall
◊    Erica Ashley Martinez
†◊  Jenna Nicole McCann
*†◊Mary Elizabeth McLoughlin
◊    Alexis V. McNeill
      Pauline Medina
*†◊Olivia Lynn Merseburg
      Hannah Ann Meyer
◊    Taylor Nicole Milata

†◊  Fabiola Milord Exume
      Christal Misripersaud
◊    Diana Marie Montalvo
      Tiffany Montell
◊    Celeste N. Moran
      Sophia C. Moreno
†◊  Emma Frances Mrakovcic
◊    Samantha Mulvey
      Gracemary Muñoz
◊     Deanna Murphy
*†◊Meagan Elizabeth Murray
◊    Afra Nawar
†◊  Dejanee Christa Nisbitt
†◊  Natasha Maria Ocasio
◊    Shannon Faith O’Hanlon
◊    Cherise Olivier
†◊  Tara Marie O’Sullivan
*†◊Maame-Esi B. Otoo
†◊  Lauren Elizabeth Pallini
†◊  Zoe Madison Palminteri
†◊  Lilybeth Catherine Panora
◊    Lindsay Marie Papalardo
†◊  Jinhee Park
*†◊Elaina Pascarella
◊    Roma M. Patel
      Victoria Patterson-Barnes
      Brittney Pattino
◊    Daniella Pepa
†◊  Bethany Louise V. Perez
†◊  Alyssa A. Poley
◊    Erica Lynn Posio
†◊  Abigail Floro Rafael
†◊  Cara Rafferty
      Gabriella Alana Ragone
      Megan Leigh Rajkumar
      Katina Kathy Ramdeen
◊    Tricia Ramgadoo
      Careline Amor Ramirez
◊    Amanda Raposo

†◊  Karen Bernedette Rayappa
      Rebekah Dianna Remy
*†◊Alexa Diana Roberto
◊    Chantal Marie Rodriguez
      Samantha Jane-Annie
      Rodriguez
      Sarah Elizabeth Rodriguez
◊    Lucia Viola Ruggiero
      Sara M. Russo
†◊  Melissa Rose Samide
◊    Fatoumata E. Sanogo
*†◊Isabel Anna Santos
†◊  Nia Michele Sawney
◊    Nicole Ashley Scaparro
◊    Ketsia Seide
       Jessica Morgan Seitz
◊     Jacqueline Siano
◊     Skylar Kranjac Singer
†◊  Asha Dahoma Ann Smith
†◊   Elisa Clare Sorgini
*†◊ Isabella Serena Spallino
◊     Milada Gabriela Suchanek
†◊   Kaveeta Sukhdeo
       Keira Marie Sullivan
†◊   Raquel M. Tejelo
       Andrea Jolie Telemaque
◊     Keana Ariel Tomlinson
*†◊ Ashley Mei Bo Torrenti
◊     Blondine Elisabeth-Sarah
       Toussaint
◊     Emmanuelle Grace
       Toussaint 
†     Kelsey Elizabeth Trudden
◊     Ariana Destinee Ureña
◊     Elena Marie Vecchio
◊     Jasmine Vera Velasquez
◊     Brianna Vetere
◊     Alexa Kate Villanueva
†◊   Bianca Vita

◊     Natalie Rebecca Vivar
◊     Brilanda Volaj
*†◊ Marie Warren
       Barbara Wilczewski
◊     Déja Alexandria Williams
◊     Gabrielle Williams
       Eve Alexandra Yanakis
◊     Ruyun Ye
◊     Sakeena Zarah Zaidi
◊     Victoria Zezula
†◊   Yuetong Zhou

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2016
† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

CLAIRE NICOLE HOURIHANE –VALEDICTORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

American University (Scholars Program), Binghamton University (Scholars Program), Carnegie Mellon University, 
College of William and Mary, Fordham University, Santa Clara University, Saint Joseph’s University (Honors Program)

St. John’s University (Honors Program)

MEAGAN ELIZABETH MURRAY– SALUTATORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

Adelphi University (Honors College), Binghamton University, (Scholars Program),Boston College (Honors Program),
Catholic University of America (University Honors Program), City College of New York

CUNY Baruch College,CUNY Lehman College,CUNY Macaulay Honors College (Hunter),CUNY Queens College
Emmanuel College (Honors Program),Fordham University (Honors Program),Loyola University Maryland (Honors 

Program),Providence College (Liberal Arts Honors Program),Stonehill College (Moreau Honors Program)
SUNY Geneseo,University of Notre Dame,University of Scranton,Villanova University (Honors Program)

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY. Chartered by the New York State Board  
of Regents. Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

CLASS OF 2016
100% earned a New York State 
Regents Diploma With 80% Receiving 
the Highest Diploma Awarded by the 
State of New York, the Regents 
Diploma with Advanced Designation

merit-based academic scholarships

80% receiving the highest diploma 
awarded by the State of New York, 
the Regents Diploma with Advanced 
Designation.

DRIVE THROUGH WINDOW

The Fire Department and NYPD responded to a call in which a car 
drove through the front entrance of the Chase Bank in Bay Terrace 
shopping center Tuesday. The driver had only minor injuries after 
jumping the curb, and, according to police, was charged with DWI.

The Fire Department said there were three minor injuries in to-
tal. Two victims were taken to Northwell Hospital, formerly North 
Shore-LIJ, in Manhasset and a third person refused medical care.

The incident occurred at around 11:53 a.m., and NYPD used a tow 
truck to pull the car out of the bank. The mid-size sedan sustained 
heavy damage to the front end.   —Mark Hallum

 Photo by Nat Valentine

BY MADINA TOURE

U.S. Sen Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) is calling on the Port 
Authority to accelerate the 
completion of airplane noise 
studies in communities sur-
rounding John F. Kennedy 
and LaGuardia airports. 

Once they are completed, 
the Part 150 studies, which 
assess the effects of aircraft 
noise, will propose measures 
to reduce excessive noise. 
Schumer said he has been 
a longtime supporter of the 
studies. 

“While there is no sil-
ver bullet when it comes to 
addressing noise pollution 
around airports, the comple-

tion of the Part 150 studies can 
help play an important role in 
providing relief to communi-
ties,” he said. “These impor-
tant studies will finally evalu-
ate the best ways to address 
noise impacts in communities 
surrounding JFK and LaGuar-
dia Airport.”

The Part 150 study, also 
known as the Airport Noise 
Compatibility Planning, is 
part of a program that con-
sists of a meticulous approach 
for airport operators, airlines, 
pilots, neighboring communi-
ties and the FAA to use as they 
work together to decrease the 
number of people who live in 
high-noise areas. 

The study mandates that 

members of the public can di-
rectly participate in the pro-
cess through public hearings 
and meetings. 

Through the study, airport 
operators can consider differ-
ent methods of lowering the 
noise, including changing op-
erational procedures such as 
takeoffs and landings, routing 
flight paths over less noise-
sensitive areas or providing 
sound insulation for homes, 
schools and other buildings 
near airports. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Schumer wants  PANYNJ 
to speed up noise studies  

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens
by writing a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or comments

 to timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Mark your calendar for NYFAC Foundation’s Smoke on 
the Water BBQ Competition event because we’d love to 
have you join us.

THIS EVENT IS HOSTED BY:
The Thrivent Community - Tri-state & NYFAC Foundation.  

NYFAC - New York Families for Autistic Children.

Live Music by Loss 4 Words Productions, Food, Giveaways,  

Carnival Games, Raffle Prizes, Family Fun!

BBQ COMPETITORS WANTED!
$25.00 ENTRY FEE PER 2 PERSON TEAM!
For info and rules go to: NYFACFOUNDATION.ORG

If you can’t join us, please contact our office at 718-478-3960 to see how you can  
contribute to NYFAC Foundation!

EVENT DETAILS

VFW POST 260

705 SHAD CREEK

BROAD CHANNEL, NY 11693

NYFAC Foundation is not affiliated with or endorsed by Thrivent Financial. No products will be sold at this event.  
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures

along with

THRIVENT COMMUNITY - TRISTATE

Marie Rampino, FIC

6600 Queens Midtown Expy

Suite 306
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Prom celebrates a rainbow of pride

A couple of prom-goers kick up their heels as part of the 
celebration.

Posing with props for photos in front of a green screen, prom-goers 
could choose their backgrounds from Paris to fireworks. 

Photos by Michael Shain

Lady Quesadilla, a former teacher from the Bronx, is the MC 
of the party, sponsored by Council member Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland and Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito. 

City Council member Daniel Dromm, who is openly gay, 
cracks up Julissa Ferraras-Copeland, a fellow Council mem-
ber, while retelling the story of a misguided prom date.

Balloons suggesting a peacock's feather array got a lot of attention at the Pride Prom, a dance at the Queens 
Museum for gay and trangender youth who could not go to their official high school proms.

The balconies at the Queens Museum offered some dramatic sets for 
performers at Pride Prom.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Flushing, New York, 
May 2, 2016 - As in prior 
years, Flushing House has 
scheduled three “Elder Law 
Seminars” for Spring 2016. 
These seminars will focus on 
how changes brought about 
by the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) and Medicaid Re-De-
sign/Expansion in New York 
State, are impacting health 
care and home care ser-
vices for seniors.  Medicare 
changes arising from the 
ACA will also be explored, as 
well as asset protection trusts 
and estate planning. 

Ann-Margaret Carrozza, 
Esq., the noted elder law at-
torney, will give the fi rst 
seminar on Saturday, June 
4, 2016. Carrozza will discuss 
protecting one’s home against 
long term care claims while 
retaining control over it, as 
well as how to use a trust to 
protect assets and qualify 
for Medicaid home care one 
month later. In addition, she 
will discuss the role of Spou-
sal Refusal to protect a fam-
ily’s assets.           

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
the noted elder law attorney, 
will give the second seminar 
on Saturday, June 11, 2016. 
Fatoullah will speak about 
the fi ve essential documents 
every senior should have. 
Learn the importance of liv-
ing trusts, wills, powers of 

attorney, health care proxies, 
plus living wills. Understand 
why these documents are es-
sential parts of any estate, 
elder law and fi nancial plan. 
Learn how a Medicaid Asset 
Protection Trust can protect 
your assets and your home. 

Maria Alvarez, Execu-

tive Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council, and 
Eric Hausman, Independent 
Medicare Consultant, will 
give the third seminar on Sat-
urday, June 18, 2016. Alvarez 
will update Patient’s Rights 
Issues for NY seniors. Haus-
man will discuss Medicare 

and related insurance, i.e., 
Medicare Part A & B, Medi-
gap/Medicare Supplemental 
Insurance, Medicare Advan-
tage/Medicare Health Plans, 
Medicare Part D & EPIC, etc.

All three seminars will 
be from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. in 
the Flushing House large 
game room; there will be re-
freshments available and free 
handouts from the speakers. 
The seminars are open to the 
public -- admission is free. If 
you wish to attend, RSVP to 
(347) 532-3025 or to rsalant@
uam.org. 

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is the largest nonprofi t 
retirement community in 
New York State, and one of the 
fi rst to offer older adults “In-
dependent Living” along with 
supportive services on prem-
ises. The address of Flushing 
House is: 38-20 Bowne Street, 
Flushing, NY 11354. Please go 
to www.fl ushinghouse.com 
for more information.

Contact: Robert F. Salant, 
347-532-3025, rsalant@uam.
org.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Elder Law Seminars Hosted By Flushing House

 13-20 124 Street  
College Point, NY 11356  

718-353-6276
www.stagneshs.org

Congratulations to the Class of 2016

CO L L E G E B O U N D
P O I N TAugust  8th - 11th  Girls grades 1st-5th     $80

9:00am - 11:00am
Cheer Camp

August 1st - 4th and August 8th -11th $160
Girls & Boys Grades 3rd - 5th  9:30 am -11:00 am 
Grades 6th - 8th  11:30am - 1:00pm   

DIY  Arts & Crafts

August 1st - 4th August 8th -11th 
Girls & Boys Entering 8th Grade    $250
9:00am - 11:00am

TACHS Course

August  8th - 11th  Girls grades 1st-5th     $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Cheer Camp

August 1st - 4th and August 8th -11th $160
Girls & Boys Grades 3rd - 5th  9:30 am -11:00 am
Grades 6th - 8th  11:30am - 1:00pm  

DIY  Arts & Crafts

August 1st - 4th August 8th -11th
Girls & Boys Entering 8th Grade    $250
9:00am - 11:00am

TACHS Course
Summer Camps

Bethelehem Hailu, Valedictorian

Maria Savva, Valedictorian
Maria is a scholar athlete who was an active member of the softball 
team and captain of the basketball and soccer teams. She also 
participated in National Honor Society, student council, dance club, 
science research, and the yearbook club. She will be attending 
St. John’s University’s Honors Program to study Mathematics 
Education.

Bethelehem thrived academically and was an active member in the 
historical film club and UNICEF. She also participated in National 
Honor Society, Girls Who Code, Latin language club, and the school 
newspaper. She will be attending Hunter College Yalow Scholars 
Program to study Biological Sciences.  
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gage the people.”
His chief of staff, Chiedu 

Uzoigwe, who led and rep-
resented him at the forum, 
echoed similar sentiments.

“We want to re-engage the 
subject of voting and why it 
is so important and why we 
are not doing enough to make 
sure that everyone is given the 
equal right to vote,” Uzoigwe 
said.

Romalewski, who showed 
maps featuring voter pat-
terns, said most New Yorkers 
are Democrats and noted that 
registered Republicans are 
mainly concentrated in Staten 
Island, southern Brooklyn and 
parts of Queens, though not in 
southeast Queens.

“Registration patterns and 
voting patterns also  to always 
follow predominantly race and 

ethnicity patterns,” he said. 
Dixon emphasized the im-

portance of other types of civic 
engagement, arguing that not 
everyone who votes is part of 
the democratic process. 

“We are not in a democ-
racy,” she said. “We are in an 
oligarchy.”

Favors said that in the 200 
years before African-Amer-
ican people gained the right 
to vote, the system has been 
crafted in a way that excludes 
them.

“It was intentionally de-
signed so we would never get 
the right to vote,” she said. 

Higgins chronicled the his-
tory of voting rights, includ-
ing the colonial era when only 
Caucasian men who owned 
property, including slaves, 
could vote, the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 and present-day is-
sues, such as voter suppression 
laws throughout the South.

Guest panelist Onida Cow-

ard Mayers, director of voter 
assistance with NYC Votes, a 
program of the city Campaign 
Finance Board, discussed the 
agency’s Voter Day program 
where they take members of 
the public to Albany to speak 
to legislators.

Rosedale resident Dr. Lin-
da Guillebeaux, 50, yelled dur-
ing the Q&A session about the 
126,000 voters taken off the 
rolls in the April 19 New York 
primary. 

“I’m appalled,” Guille-
beaux exclaimed. “That was 
criminal.” 

St. Albans resident Saman-
tha Brown Menjivar, 40, whose 
5-year-old son attends PS 360, 
said students should be learn-
ing about voting and civic en-
gagement in school. 

“In my opinion, it’s a matter 
of us as a community to build 
those grassroots from (the age 
of) 5 and 6,” Menjivar said. 

ple, effective way to save lives 
and make our streets safer,” 
Van Bramer said. “We’re 
calling on Albany to step up 
and do the right thing. By 
allowing New York City to 
install speed cameras at ev-
ery school, we can slow cars 
down and keep our children 
safe.”

The proposed speed cam-
eras would be installed out-
side of city schools and would 
operate 24 hours per day. If 
a camera detects a car driv-
ing more than 10 miles per 
hour over the speed limit, it 
will take a photo of the car’s 
license plate and the driver 
will receive a $50 ticket.

“Now that we have proof 
that this key Vision Zero tool 
is saving lives, it’s time for 
state lawmakers to lift the re-
strictions on our automated 
enforcement program and 
protect city schools,” Fami-
lies for Safe Streets founder 
Sofia Russo said. 

In using measures from 
New York and other U.S. 
cities, Transportation Al-
ternatives estimates that 
expanding the speed camera 
program could prevent 2,500 
crashes per year, saving up 

to 100 lives and preventing 
nearly 1,400 serious injuries. 
Research also shows that 
the cameras cause drivers to 
speed less over time, leading 
to fewer tickets and less rev-
enue.

“Majority Leader Van 
Bramer is once again show-
ing true Vision Zero leader-
ship by sending a powerful 
message to Albany lawmak-
ers, that now is the time to 
act on this life-saving legis-
lation,” Transportation Al-
ternative Executive Direc-
tor Paul Steely White said. 
“We have more than a mil-
lion public school students 
across the five boroughs, 
but right now we only have 
140 speed cameras to protect 
them. And those cameras are 
only allowed to be turned on 
during school hours, even 
though many of the crashes 
that kill and injure people 
happen during evening and 
weekend hours, when many 
young people use school play-
grounds and ball fields.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

accused of abuse or violence 
from the classroom.

Mulgrew said the UFT had 
pushed for mandatory termi-
nation for abusive teachers 
and that the union hoped to 

strike a balance between the 
dual needs for due process and 
safety in classrooms.

“We want a fast and fair 
process,” he said. “That’s all 
we ask for.”

After the meeting, King 
asserted that it was difficult 
for districts to get abusive 
teachers out of the classroom, 

saying that the onus was on 
districts to both prove the al-
legations and offer rehabilita-
tion before a teacher could be 
removed. She said parents had 
little voice in the process.

“We have no recourse with-
in the system,” she said.

Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 4 

Voter ed

Mulgrew

Continued from Page 4 

Speed cams

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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NYTIMES.COM/THEATERPICKS

MAY 15 –JUNE 12  |
CUNNINGHAM PARK

Q U E E N S, N Y

TICKETS AT BIGAPPLECIRCUS.ORG OR CALL 888-541-3750
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The Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade, 89 years young, is underway.  Photo by Michael Shain 

In Queens, honoring America’s fallen

LAURELTON

LITTLE NECK

Members of the Masons lodge in Jamaica wear their aprons, a tradition 
that goes back nearly two centuries.   Photo by Nat Valentine

Heading for the parade, a vet is pushed by a fel-
low VFW member.  Photo by Nat Valentine

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (2nd from left) with some parade-
 goers flashes a salutation.   Photo by Nat Valentine

The Junior ROTC unit from Francis Lewis High School on the 
parade route in Douglaston.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Captain America—the Sikh edition—at the Little
Neck-Douglaston parade. Photo by Michael Shain 

This pup got a saddle's eye view from his spot
with the Rough Riders unit.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Parade Marshal Jay Cutler landed at Omaha Beach on D-Day and was 
one of the first to enter liberated Paris.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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heroes is a source of neighborhood pride 

COLLEGE POINT

From the U.S. Navy ships docked in New York for Fleet Week, a unit from several different crews 
joins the line of march in College Point.  Photo by Jessica Bal

Best seat in the house for the Çollege Point parade.  Photo by Jessica Bal

WHITESTONE

MASPETH

ROSEDALE

At the Whitestone parade, an onlooker shows her apprecia-
tion. Photo by Michael Shain

Waiting for the parade to begin on 149th Street in 
Whitestone.   Photo by Michael Shain

Thank you for your service. A handshake and a smile at the Whitestone 
parade for this VFW Post 4787 senior.  Photo by Michael Shain

At Francis Lewis Boulevard and Sunrise Highway, 
the band steps off the parade route and into 
the park for a memorial service.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Taps is heard at the ceremony in Veteran's Square in Rosedale.  
Photo by Nat Valentine

Before the march begins down 243rd Street, the civic asso-
ciation in Rosedale brings out the banner.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Some retired artillery from the Fighting 
69th Infantry.  Photo by Michael Shain

In Maspeth, this former WWII Naval officer's dress whites still fit.  
Photo by Michael Shain

The Maspeth Bank every year sponsors this costumed unit dressed as 
soldiers from the Revolutionary War era.  Photo by Michael Shain



CNG, June 3-9, 201630    

CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 6/03/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/03/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

Selection
at Major World
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Graduates accepted to highly selective colleges including: 
Amherst
Barnard
Baylor
Boston College 
Boston University
Carnegie Mellon
Clemson
Cornell
George Washington

Harvard
Lehigh
NYU
Northeastern
Notre Dame
Purdue
Stevens Institute
Tufts
US Naval Academy 

Congratulations
Class of 2016

UCLA
University of Edinburgh (Scotland)
University of North Carolina
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Virginia
Vassar College
Villanova
Williams College
Yale

Over $100 million in college scholarships awarded!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm

www.molloyhs.org
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has been in the store fi ve times to-

day — for milk.

As the President and CEO of  Car-
ingKind , New York City’s leading ex-
perts in Alzheimer’s and dementia 
care, I am proud to introduce you to 
my new column: Care Chronicle. Ev-
ery month, we will explore issues — 
like the two above — confronted by 
people living with dementia and those 
who care for them. 

Because of my personal experience, 
caring for my mom and dad, both of 
whom had dementia, I’ll deal with the 
disease head on.  

Let’s get started with the basics.  
 Alzheimer’s disease  is a progres-

sive brain disorder that gradually de-
stroys a person’s memory and abil-
ity to learn, reason, make judgments, 
communicate, and carry out daily ac-
tivities like eating, bathing, and driv-
ing. It is not a normal part of aging. 

Often thought of as an old person’s 

disease, 10 percent of people with Al-
zheimer’s are under the age of 60.   

How do you know if you someone is 
just being forgetful, or  if the problem 
is more serious?  In the early stage of 
the disease, routine tasks become dif-
fi cult. 

For instance, after a lifetime of 
cooking, your dad may forget how to 
use the oven. Language problems can 
develop. People with Alzheimer’s may 
forget a word and substitute it with 
something else, like calling the toaster 
a “bread cooker.” Speech or writing 
may also become vague or disjointed.  

Behaviors change. For instance, 

my father would write checks to chari-
ties we’d never heard of — charities 
that, under other circumstances, he 
wouldn’t support. Sometimes, a person 
with Alzheimer’s will get lost walking 
home from church, or dress inappro-
priately — wearing a down parka on a 
warm summer day.  

As the disease progresses, motor 
functioning might change. Your fam-
ily member or friend may start to re-
peat herself. Sometimes people in this 
middle stage experience a loss of im-
pulse control — they become sloppy, 
have trouble dressing, or refuse to 
bathe. 

They may become paranoid, irrita-
ble, weepy, silly, restless, or see or hear 
things that aren’t there.  

An increase in memory loss, confu-
sion, and problems recognizing loved 
ones may also occur. In the mid-stage 
of her dementia, my mom, a suburban 
Jewish housewife, re-introduced her-
self to me as a retired Protestant at-
torney with a professional career as a 
big band vocalist. Of course, she was 
neither.

The late stage is the most diffi cult 
when people with dementia cannot 
care for themselves. T

his fatal disease will steal a per-
son’s speech, the ability to eat, to rec-
ognize himself and others, and eventu-
ally his life.  

CaringKind provides an unprec-
edented platform of  free programs  for 
New York’s entire Alzheimer’s com-
munity. From that fi rst call to our 24-
hour helpline, our trained profession-
als offer the guidance you need, when 
you need it. Call us any time. 

I hope you’ll join me next month 
on the next leg of our Alzheimer’s and 
caregiving journey. 

CaringKind [360 Lexington Ave. 
between E. 40th and E. 41st streets in 
Murray Hill, (646) 744–2900, www.car-
ingkindnyc.org].

Care 

Chronicle
by Lou-Ellen Barkan

Exploring Alzheimer’s disease
The late stage is the most 

difficult when people 
with dementia cannot 

care for themselves. This 
fatal disease will steal 
a person’s speech, the 

ability to eat, to recognize 
himself and others, and 

eventually his life.  

The family has gathered for Dad’s 75th birthday celebration. Mom says, 

“Be a dear and get us some more ice.” So, you head to the kitchen, open the 

freezer, and there, you fi nd a pair of your father’s shoes. 

You’re on your way home from work when your wife calls and asks 

you to stop at the local grocery store to pick up some milk. The owner, 

who’s known you for years, looks puzzled. He confi des that your wife 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 
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V arious insurance plans 
protect individuals from 
fi nancial calamity. In-

surance works by requiring 
policy holders to pay a pre-
mium. In the event of an acci-
dent or incident, a claim can 
be fi led and the insurance 
company will reimburse the 
person for expenses, minus 
the deductible.

Health insurance is one 
type of insurance that people 
have to manage their health 
and well-being. There’s also 
another, perhaps lesser-
known insurance that can 
prove invaluable. It is called 
long-term care insurance.

Long-term care insur-
ance is an insurance prod-
uct that is found primarily 
in the United States, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom. It 
generally covers assisted liv-
ing needs, home care, hos-
pice care, adult daycare, and 
other requirements of senior 
living or health management. 
People who invest in this are 
planning ahead for the times 
when they may no longer be 

able to care for themselves 
without assistance. It will help 
offset the ever-rising costs as-
sociated with specialized se-
nior housing and nursing fa-
cilities.

Traditional healthcare 
insurance and government-
sponsored plans (i.e., Medi-
care in the United States) will 
not pay for daily, extended 
care services. The AARP 
notes that these other plans 
may only cover a short stay in 
a sub-acute rehabilitation cen-
ter or nursing home, or pay for 
a limited amount of at-home 

care. Long-term care insur-
ance can help families fi nance 
the cost of medical care when 
all other options will not. 

Long-term care insurance 
should be looked into early 
in life, as policies often cost 
less if purchased when one is 
younger and in good health. 
People in poor health or al-
ready receiving long-term 
care services may not qualify 
for it outright. But there are 
some workarounds, includ-
ing buying a limited amount 
of coverage or coverage at a 
higher “nonstandard” rate. 
Some policies do not require 
medical underwriting, and 
these may be advantageous to 
people with preexisting health 
conditions.

When shopping for policies, 
look into how long the insur-
ance will pay. Some policies 
include limits on how long or 
how much providers will pay 
for care, with some plans max-
ing out at two to fi ve years. 
Other policies may not imple-
ment a term limit. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

The basics on long-term care insurance

Long-term care 
insurance is an 

insurance product 
that covers assisted 
living needs, home 
care, hospice care, 
adult daycare, and 

other requirements of 
senior living or health 

management.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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ELDERCARE

Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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The Mets mark a diamond anniversary

Pitcher Ron Darling walks the red carpet from center field to the cheers 
of a sold-out Citi Field at the 30th reunion of the Mets’ improbable World 
Series chamionship. 

Longtime Mets fan Glenn Close, who was a lucky charm for the team dur-
ing the '86 season, sings the national anthem.   

Re-enacting the final out of the '86 series, D.J. Carter, son of the late, great Mets catcher Gary Carter, leaps 
into the arms of pitcher Jesse Orosco. 

At the close of the celebration, the ex-teammates head off the field. The names on their jersey read 
like a who's who of Mets history. 

The Mets of 1986 pose for a class photo around the World Series trophy they won in seven unforgettable 
games.

In the midst of a banner season, the Mets painted the baselines with the year of 
their last World Series win.  

Replicas of the 1986 World Series 
ring are given out as gifts.   

Courtesy of the Mets

Photos by Michael Shain
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STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL

Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions un-
safe. Rain can fall any time of 
year, but tends to be most prob-
lematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause of 
weather-related vehicle crash-
es. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion notes that, between 2004 
and 2013, rain caused 573,784 
crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-
tions.

-
ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a ma-
jor contributor to wet-weather 
accidents. Drivers’ views may 
be hampered by falling pre-
cipitation and glare from wet 
roadways. Cloudy conditions 
and fog also compromise vis-
ibility. When using windshield 
wipers, turn on your head-
lights as well. This makes your 
vehicle more visible to other 
motorists and improves your 
own ability to see the road and 

pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accumu-
late oil and engine fluids that 
can float in rainwater, creating 
slippery road surfaces. This is 
usually a problem during the 
first few hours of a rainstorm 
or in areas that receive little 
precipitation and then are 
subjected to downpours. These 
fluids make rain-soaked roads 
even more slippery. Slow down, 
leave more room between ve-
hicles and try driving in the 
tracks left by vehicles ahead.

-
motive group AAA says hydro-
planing, when the tires rise up 
on a film of water, can occur 
with as little as 1 ⁄12 inch of wa-

ter on the road. The group goes 
on to say that tires have to dis-
place a gallon of water per sec-
ond to keep the rubber meet-
ing the road. Drivers should 
reduce their speeds to corre-
spond to the amount of water 
on the roadway. New tires can 
still lose some contact with the 
roadway, even at a speed as low 
as 35 mph. Therefore, reducing 
speed and avoiding hard brak-
ing and turning sharply can 
help keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 
Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you want 
to go and slowly ease up on the 
accelerator. 

important to maintain control 
over the vehicle in rainy con-
ditions, so avoid using cruise 
control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 
Washington’s head, start 

shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

-
ardous during good road con-
ditions and even more danger-
ous when visibility and other 
factors are compromised. 
Switch phones and other de-
vices off so you can fully focus 
on the road and other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible.
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BY BILL PARRY

A drab manufacturing 
building next to the elevated 
No. 7 subway line in Woodside 
has been transformed into a 
lively and colorful two-story 
gymnasium. 

Blink Fitness, a chain that 
bills itself as the cleanest and 
friendliest affordable gym in 
North America, has opened its 
fifth location in the borough.

“We are excited to open our 
doors and welcome the Wood-
side community,” Manager 
Michael Fisher said. “We’re 
sure that Blink will become a 
healthy, happy hub of activity 
in the neighborhood.”

The state-of-the-art fit-
ness center, located at 56-02 
Roosevelt Ave., was festooned 
with balloons and banners 
outside for its grand opening 
last week. 

Inside, visitors and pro-
spective clients will find more 
than 70 cardio machines, more 
than 60 strength machines and 
free weights and many other 
machines that cover upper 
body, lower body and core.

Like the other locations in 
Astoria, Jackson Heights, Ja-
maica and Ozone Park, Blink 
Fitness franchises bring what 
they call a feel good experi-
ence to its gyms with plenty 
of brightly lit open spaces and 

paint that they say is scientifi-
cally proven to enhance your 
workout and have an uplift-
ing effect on your mood. Even 
the music is curated with beat 

and level in mind to keep you 
motivated throughout your 
workout the company’s web-
site says.

Staff members are called 

Mood Lifters, and they are 
trained to greet customers 
with enthusiasm and respect. 
All staff is responsible for 
keeping the locker rooms and 

workout areas spotless.
Certified personal trainers 

are available for those mem-
bers who wish to create a cus-
tom workout tailored to their 
goals. 

Memberships are available  
for as low as $15 per month 
with a free start-up personal 
training session.

In honor of the grand open-
ing celebration at the Wood-
side facility, Blink Fitness 
donated 50 one-year member-
ships, worth over $10,000, to 
The Child Center of New York, 
an organization dedicated to 
strengthening children and 
families with skills, opportu-
nities, and emotional support 
to build healthy successful 
lives.

“As an agency committed 
to underserved communities 
and to promoting health and 
wellness on every level, we 
share a lot of common ground 
with Blink,” The Child Center 
of New York CEO and Execu-
tive Director Traci Donnelly 
said. “We are glad to welcome 
the club to the neighborhood 
and look forward to future op-
portunities for collaboration.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  
A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Cost: Members and first-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffice.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 

Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classification 
or specialty to join a chapter. 
BNI provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. 
Contact chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside

Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefits the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of 
Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New 
Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffice.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffice.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Woodside’s new place to shape up

Blink Fitness recently opened its fifth Queens location on Roosevelt Avenue in Woodside.  
Photo by Bill Parry

Send news
Let TimesLedger knew 

about the latest happen-
ings at your company. 

E-mail event notices, 
personnel promotions and 
other business-related 
information to the news 
editor at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com

Blink Fitness gymnasium opens fi fth boro franchise in old factory on Roosevelt Avenue
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 Christ the King High School        

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY & STAFF WOULD LIKE TO 
CONGRATULATE THE CLASS OF 2016 UPON ITS COMMENCEMENT 

 GRADUATES HAVE BEEN AWARDED OVER $19.2 MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Acosta 
Michael Adon 
Christopher Agun 
Edwin Archer 
Joseph Arlistico 
Ashley Avila* 
Steven Bacchus 
Jonelle Baitoon 
Samantha Barrientos 
Heriberto Bautista-Parache 
Raveena M. Beharry* 
Brenden Berger 
Brittany Blue 
Hailey Borrero 
Veronica Buffamante 
Tiffany Caba 
Louis Cadena 
Donatto Cado-Manica* 
Nicolas Calle 
Tyara Campo 
Amanda Capobianco* 
Andrea Cardozo      
Juan Carlos Casanova, Jr. 
Nia Daniella Case 
Luke Chinnaya 
Tracy Cleckley Jr. 
Tyrone R. Cohen, Jr.* 
David Cole 

    Derald Coleman 
    Christopher Collado 
    Alfonso Crane* 
    David Crane 
    Nicholas Cruz 
    Daniela D'Arrigo 
    Dajour Davis* 
    Nicholas Davis 
    Dren Dedushaj 
    Sophia DeLaCruz* 
    Michael Delaney 
    Imara Depunt 
    Christopher DeSimone* 
    Katherine Detres 
    Sead Djelosevic 
    Giovanni Downie 
    Anthony Drago* 
    Joshua Duncan 
    Stephen Eddy* 
    Matthew Espinal 
    Kevin Estevez 
    Malyk Eugene 
    Gabriella Felipe* 
    Justin Felix 
    Zoralis Felix 
    Ahmad Fernandez 
    Joseph Ferrara 
    Karol Gajewski* 
    Linxiang Gao* 
    Zachary Garces 
    Justine Gerace* 
    Jacqueline Gerardi 
    Jaskirat Singh Ghotra 
    Dan Golban 
    Melvin Gonzalez 
    YaShawn Gonzalez-Bright 
    Jahada-Heaven Graham* 
    Chyna Grant-Williams 
    Matthew Grizzle 
    Wenyi Guo* 
    Jaynee Guzman 

Garfield E. Hall, Jr. 
Israel Hernandez 
Lauren Herrera 
Dacine Vanessa Hocine* 
Ashlie Howell 
Najee Dejon Hunt* 
Lukasz Janik* 
Lourdes Maria Jaquez* 
Ronald Jefferson 
Christopher Jordan 
Jakub Kasza* 
Jasmin Kaur 
Peter Keane 
Kaisha Khadu 
Kaela Kinder 
Bernardo Kirkland 
Michael Kowlessar* 
Victoria Kulynycz 
Santiago Lara  
Melissa Lent* 
Kwok Yin Leung 
Joseph Light 
Nicholas Lume* 
Mingwei Ma 
Emariah Martinez 
Olivia Martinez 
Christopher Masullo* 
Irisa Mavriqi 
Kayla McMahon 
Suhayle Medina 
Jennifer Medna* 
Jessica Rashel Mejia* 
Alex Miranda 
Miranda Morales 
Isaias Moran, Jr.* 
Moses Morris 
Kardish Mounie 
Medina Mulic 
David Navas 
James Niedzialek 
Joseph Nieves 

Sarah Nolan* 
Victoria Terese Norman* 
Jayson Nunez 
Jonathan Obando 
Matthew Olskey 
Ifeoluwa Olusoga 
Emily Ortiz 
Jason Ortiz 
Erenada Pantazi* 
Cassandra Pantelidis* 
Eric Paredes 
Cesar Paz 
Joseph C. Pennolino* 
David Perez 
Krisza Phanartzis* 
Ariana Prashad* 
Kaitlin Premosch 
Brent Priester, II* 
Mateusz Pyryt 
Michelle Queirolo 
Randy Ramones 
Marco Remi 
Jared Rivers 
Danielle Rodrigo 
Andrew Rodriguez 
Deven Rodriguez* 
Kimberly Rodriguez 
Nicholas Rodriguez 
Valerie Rosu 
Krystle Salvati* 
Juan Sandoval* 
Richard Savino 
Luigi Gabriel Scalici* 
Matthew Schneider* 
Jennifer Sedler 
Raymond Videsh Seelochan* 
Terry Severe 
Suad Samir Shahein* 
Emilyann Shergalis* 
Angela Siano 
Jasbir Singh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robinson Sosa     
Jacqueline Stronge 
Kaithleen Suarez 
Isaiah Swan 
Melissa Tirelli 
Sheila Tlatelpa 
Dominique Toussaint 
Matthew Trudden 
Julyan Urena 
Matthew J.  Varela 
Kevin Vasquez 
Dana Velazquez 
Josiah Vera 
Rafael Veras 
Antonio Vidal 
Maxwell Wharton 
Tariq A.  Wiggins 
Kinmel Williams* 
Paul Wisotsky 
Daniqua Shasá Woods* 
Lorenzo Worrell 
Hao Wu 
Ke Wu* 
Michael A. Yournet, Jr. 
Sydney Zambrotta 
Donato Zevallos 
 
 *National Honor Society 

 

 

Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman  Michael W. Michel, President  Peter  J. Mannarino, Principal 
(718)366-7400  68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379  www.ctkny.org 

CK CLASS OF 2016 GRADUATES HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED TO: 
Adelphi • ADMA College and Conservatory of the Performing Arts • Arizona State • Bentley • Boston University • Carnegie Mellon • Columbia • CUNY  

C.W. Post • Drexel • Duke • Fairfield • Fairleigh Dickenson • Florida State • Fordham • Georgetown • Hofstra • Howard • Iona • Johnson & Wales   
Lehigh • LIU • Macaulay Honors College • Manhattanville • Marist • MIT • New York Institute of Technology • New York University • Northeastern     
Notre Dame • Pace • Purdue • Quinnipiac • Rutgers • Sacred Heart • Seton Hall • Siena • St. Bonaventure • St. Francis • St. John's • St. Joseph’s           

St. Thomas Aquinas • SUNY • Syracuse • U Conn • University of Pennsylvania • University of South Carolina • Utica • Wake Forest • Wells College   
USMA at West Point • Washington University • West Virginia State • Yale  

MELSSA LENT 
VALEDICTORIAN 

KRYSTLE SALVATI 
SALUTATORIAN  
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For this third season of Queens 
Kudos awards, which recognizes the 
best in the borough’s theater scene,  
the TimesLedger decided to shake 
things up a bit. 

Rather than simply focus on the 
professional productions, the paper 
opted to include the numerous shows 

staged each year by the borough’s 
large stable of community theater 
companies. 

This past winter nominations 
were sought and readers voted on the 
first Community Theater Queens 
Kudos, which awarded prizes to the 
JC Players for “Seussical: The Musi-
cal” and to the Parkside Players’ pro-
duction of “Vanities.”

So now it is time to turn our at-
tention back to the Actors Equity-
approved showcases and acknowl-
edge those actors and actresses who 
delivered memorable performances 
in musicals and straight plays that 
ran in the borough between January 
2015 and last month. 

Here are the 2016 Off-Off-Broad-
way Queens Kudos winners:

Supporting Actress in a Musi-

cal: LilyAnn Carlson, “Merrily 

We Roll Along,” Astoria Perform-

ing Arts Center 

One of Stephen Sondheim’s few 
missteps and quite possibly the big-
gest flop ever to open on Broadway, 

“Merrily We Roll Along” is the story 
of three friends and how they change 
over time — here told in a story that 
unfolds in reverse. 

Carlson brings an impeccable 
sense of comic timing and a gorgeous 
singing voice to the part of Gussie 
Carnegie. 

At one point Carlson utters a toss-
away line that sums up Gussie per-
fectly. 

“I never change,” she said. “I just 
change those around me.”

Funny, sexy, smart and vindic-
tive, Carlson turns in one of the best 
performances of the past year. 

Off-Off-Broadway Queens Kudos awarded to 
best of borough’s professional theater scene

AND THE 
WINNERWINNER IS...

“A Chorus Line” at The Secret Theatre earned Off-Off-
Broadway Queens Kudos for Best Musical, Director of a 
Musical, Tom Rowan, and Actress in a Musical, Jennifer Knox, 
for the 2015-2016 season. Photo courtesy David Krochalis. 

Sudoku 42 
Crossword Puzzle 44 

Arts & Entertainment 44 

Continued on Page 45
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PRODUCTIONS

“Apartment for Sale: Tenant Included” 
— The bilingual American premiere of 
Juan Carlos Rubio’s comedy about human 
relations, living spaces and quality time. 
When: June 3 to June 26, Fridays at 8 pm 
and Saturdays at 3 pm in English, Saturdays 
at 8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm in Spanish
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“Follies” — Stephen Sondheim and James 
Goldman’s classic musical revolves around a 
reunion of performers from the Weismann’s 
Follies—a not so subtle nod to the Ziegfeld 
Follies — as they gather in their old 
crumbling theater. 
When: June 3 to June 19
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Side by Side by Sondheim” — Royal Star 
Theatre presents this revue of songs written 
for the stage and screen by legendary 
composer Stephen Sondheim. 
When: June 4 to June 11
Where: Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Academy School Auditorium, 179-14 Dalny 

Road, Jamaica Estates
Cost: $18/adults advance, $15/seniors and 
children advance, $20/adults at door, $17/
seniors and children at door
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.royalstartheatre.org

“You Can’t Take it With You” — Kaufman and 
Hart’s Pulitzer Prize-winning comedy centers 
on an eccentric clan and the seemingly normal 
daughter’s romance with a straight-laced suitor. 
When: Through June 4
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 71st Road 
and Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $17/general, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

AUDITIONS

“My Fair Lady” — Theatre by the Bay is 
holding auditions for its November musical 
production of Lerner and Loewe’s Broadway 
classic. All roles except that of Eliza Doolittle 
are available. Prepare a song and bring 
sheet music. Be prepared to read from the 
script and dance. 
When: Monday, June 20, and Tuesday, June 
21, from 7 pm - 10:30 pm; Callbacks will take 
place June 30
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee YYYYYoYoouurr tyyy
DDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFooooooooooooddddddDDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeee ddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaaeeee ddddeeee IIIIIIIIttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaa ooooooddddddoooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

Answers in Sports
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BY MERLE EXIT

Queens’ community the-
atre is offering a summer of 
well-known plays, such as “You 
Can’t Take It With You,” “And 
Then There Were None,” “Side 
By Side By Sondheim,” “Fol-
lies” and “Guys and Dolls.” 

But this summer’s theatri-
cal offerings also include aless-
er known piece , “Timeless, the 
Mystery of the Dark Water,” 
which will be performed at 
The Black Spectrum Theatre. 
It was  by the company’s found-
er, Carl Clay, and is having a 
comeback following last year’s 
successful run.

This thought-provoking 
drama centers around a homi-
cide and the subject of being 
reincarnated, so life becomes 
continual .

As the play opens, Kyle 
(Reginald L. Barnes) being 
questioned by Detectives Po 
(Douglas Wade) and Johnson 
(Sean C. Turner) about the 
murder of a woman named 
Mya (Claudia Rodriguez). Kyle 

is in turmoil from recurring 
nightmares, and the detec-
tives bring in a psychologist, 
Mrs. Bridges (Edythe Jason) 
to question him. 

While Kyle tells his story, 
we view that story through 
flashbacks, with the first be-
ing at a bar Kyle frequents. 

That bar is where he meets 
Mya, a psychologist interested 
in exploring past lives. She is 
alone. We then meet the hefty 
bartender (David F. French), 
as well as Kyle’s longtime best 
friend, Mel (Jonathan Du-
rant). 

Kyle and Mya hit it off and 
go to Mya’s apartment with the 
understanding that Kyle will 
allow her to do past-life regres-
sions on him.

The more that Mya learns, 
the more she becomes afraid 
as she recognizes that in a 
past life she was killed, and 
even killed again. She has an 
idea of who will kill her (in the 
flashback). 

The problem with reincar-
nation is that you come back 

as a completely different per-
son, and even someone of the 
opposite sex.  

Aside from an excellent 
cast, kudos must be given first 
to the director, Bette Howard. 

Music, which added much 
to the effects, is provided by 
Onage Allan Grumbs. Throw 

in the special visuals, set con-
struction,   and some addition-
al music from Derek Galloway. 
All of these make it much 
easier to follow this somewhat 
confusing whodunit.

House Manager Bonnie 
I. Davis introduces the show 
as well as coming out during 

intermission to poll the audi-
ence on who they think is the 
killer.

Stand-out performances 
came from the two leads, 
Barnes and Rodriguez. Barnes 
has a long list of professional 
credits, and Rodriguez, whose 
resumé is not as lengthy, 
makes up for it in talent. 

The two detectives also add 
some much needed comic re-
lief to the proceedings. 

Cast members Reginald L. Barnes (l) and Claudia Rodriguez take a bow 
after a performance of “Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark Water” at the 
Black Spectrum Theatre in Jamaica. Photo by Merle Exit

Black Spectrum Theatre takes a look back
‘Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark Water’ explores past lives during second production

IF YOU GO
“Timeless, the Mystery of 
the Dark Water”

When: Through June 12, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, Roy Wilkins Park, 
177th Street and Baisley 
Boulevard, Jamaica
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com

Free Dockage  
For Boats
LUNCH  DINNER  
SUNDAY BRUNCH  
OPEN SEVEN DAYS

516.944.7900
www.LaMottas.net

10 Matinecock Ave  
Port Washington, NY

located waterfront at the  
Manhasset Bay Marina
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EVENTS
 
“Father’s Day Soiree: 
It’s an All White Jazzy 
Affair” — Major Music 
International Corporation 
brings its annual scholarship 
fund-raiser to Queens 
Village with entertainment 
from Riffz, Nadia Torres and 
showcases from scholarship 
competition winners. RSVP 

by Friday, June 10. 
When: Friday, June 17, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfi eld Blvd., Queens Village
Cost: $60
Contact: (718) 454-3036

MUSIC

Art Lillard Trio — Metis 
Concert Series ends it 

season with a program of 
jazz standards and original 
compositions from the 
renowned composer and 
drummer. 
When: Saturday, June 11, at 
7 pm
Where: Community Church 
Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $15-$30
Contact: (718) 229-2534
Website: www.
facebook.com/
metisconcertseriesqueens

DANCE

Swing Dancing — Drop by 

Continued on Page 47

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Let's be Seasonal
Across
1. Mrs. Bush
6. Donkey's uncle?
9. More despicable
14. Strong point
15. Big parking place
16. Critical
17. Ezio Pinza, e.g.
18. Exist
19. Disney uncle
20. Rocker known 
as "The Boss"
23. Cambridge sch.
24. Knight's title
25. Affirm
27. Felix Unger's trait
32. Pitcher
33. Christian sch. 
in Tulsa
34. Scrawny
36. Procrastinator's 
word
39. Computer 
command
41. Hiker's path
43. "Newsweek" 
alternative
44. In good shape
46. End, to Yves
48. Prefix with night 
or day
49. Jazzman 
Saunders
51. Young hares
53. Tropical fruits
56. Memphis-to-
Nashville dir.
57. Immigrant's 
course: Abbr.

58. Aptly named 
Florida city
64. Conga 
components
66. Itinerary abbr.
67. Martini garnish
68. Don't fly into one
69. Sally Field's 
"Norma ___"
70. Add a year to 
your Life?
71. Couch potatoes' 
hangouts
72. Printers' widths
73. Don't exist

Down
1. Places for 
experiments
2. P.D.Q.
3. Old UN member

4. Just say no
5. Making amends
6. "Poor me!"
7. Separate
8. Pricey
9. Nocturnal 
predator
10. High card
11. "Porgy and 
Bess" song
12. Sewing cases
13. Takes five
21. "Super!"
22. Shortly before?
26. Heroic deed
27. Yule drinks
28. Suffix with 
switch or sock
29. Colorful foilage
30. Get on board?
31. Slow mover
35. Pitchfork part

37. Give out
38. Cincinnati team
40. Earth's pull, 
briefly
42. Pâté ingredient
45. Nods off
47. Lady of Brazil
50. Hilo garland
52. More authentic
53. High flat areas
54. Houston player
55. Trap
59. Way around 
London, once
60. "___ Tu" (1974 
hit song)
61. Hollywood crosser
62. Level
63. Former Speaker 
Gingrich
65. Org. for drivers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73
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Supporting Actor in 

a Musical: Billy Low-

rimore, “The 25th An-

nual Putnam County 

Spelling Bee,” Astoria 

Performing Arts Cen-

ter

APAC’s Artistic Di-
rector Dev Bondarin 
certainly knows her way 
around a musical and 
how to wring top-notch 
performances from her 
casts. 

As comfort counselor 
Mitch Mahoney—who 
is performing the com-
munity-service element 
of his parole at “The 
25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee 
—Lowrimore possesses 
one of the most mag-
nificent singing voices 
heard on a Queens stage 
in quite some time.

And, while it would 
be easy to play Mitch as a 
cartoon thug, Lowrimore 
grounds this man in real-
ity and mines the humor 
of his situation. 

Supporting Actress 

in a Play: Angela Ian-

none, “The Importance 

of Being Earnest,” Ti-

tan Theatre Co. 

Oscar Wilde’s smart-
ly written and extremely 
funny play tends to fa-
vor Lady Bracknell with 
some of the best lines. 

Upon hearing that 
the lead character was 
orphaned as a child, she 
responds, “To lose one 
parent, Mr. Worthing, 
may be regarded as a 
misfortune. To lose both 
looks like carelessness.”

Lady Bracknell could 
easily come off as dither-
ing old fool and even a 
self-parody. 

But with a canon of 
subtle glances and vol-
umes of stinging prose, 
Iannone pulls off some-
thing wonderful. She 
creates a likeable and 
funny persona out of a 
character who is actu-
ally neither. 

Supporting Actor in 

a Play: Kyle Kirkpat-

rick, “The Pillowman,” 

The Chain Theatre

In the darkly funny 
and equally disturbing 
play, “The Pillowman,” 
Kirkpatrick scores with 
an outstanding perfor-
mance as the mentally 
challenged brother of the 
lead character. 

Kirkpatrick beauti-
fully captures the nuanc-

es of a person with brain 
damage, without slipping 
into a caricature. 

He makes his charac-
ter  Michal, a real person 
with dreams and fears. 

But what really con-
vinced us of his skill was 
his next performance as 
part of The Chain’s Usual 
Rejects  comedy show. 

Kirkpatrick so totally 
disappeared into Michal 
that when we saw him 
again it was like watch-
ing an entirely different 
person. 

Actress in a Musi-

cal: Jennifer Knox, “A 

Chorus Line,” The Se-

cret Theatre 

For the 40th anniver-
sary of the landmark, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
musical, The Secret The-
atre brought us more 
than just one singular 
sensation in its “A Cho-
rus Line” earlier this 

year. 
Although many of the 

talented cast members 
earned praise and Kudos 
nominations, this show 
belonged to Knox and her 
performance as Cassie. 
Throughout Knox does 
not make one false step 
as she runs the gamut 
of feelings that spring 
forth, from ex-lover to 
mother figure to desper-
ate chorus girl. 

But it is her six-min-
ute solo performance 
in “The Music and the 
Mirror,” where she alter-
nates gliding across the 
floor like a prima bal-
lerina with the gyrating 
movements of a Vegas 
showgirl, that seals the 
deal. 

“God, I’m a dancer. 
A dancer dances,” Knox 
sings. 

As if anyone could 
stop her. 

Actor in a Musi-

cal: Torrey Wigfield, 

“Hair,” The Secret 

Theatre

As Claude, the leader 
of the Tribe, the young 
people who preach peace 
and love, Wigfield turns 
in a mesmerizing perfor-
mance. 

He beautifully por-
trays Claude as a bohe-
mian bon vivant, whose 
life revolves around sex, 
drugs and rock ’n’ roll. 
Clause is self-assured, 
sexy and a natural lead-
er. 

But then Claude has a 
moral crisis — his anti-
war stance is conflicting 
with a sense of duty when 
his draft notice arrives. 

Wigfield makes this 
struggle real and cap-
tures the confusion and 
fear Claude experiences. 

He also possesses a 
terrific singing voice that 

shines in his numbers 
“Manchester, England” 
and “The Flesh Failure 
(Let the Sunshine In)” at 
the finale.  

Actress in a Play: 

Leigh Anne West, “One 

Flew Over the Cuck-

oo’s Nest,” The Chain 

Theatre

The history of Ameri-
can literature’s great-
est villains begins with 
Simon Legree in “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,” moves on 
to Mr. Hyde in “Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde” and, of course, 
stops by Nurse Ratched 
from “One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.”

Nurse Ratched looks 
prim and proper and 
even a little mousey, but 
it quickly becomes clear 
she is an angry, dis-
turbed individual who 
thrives on the power she 
wields over her charges. 

West owns this pro-
duction. 

Without once raising 
her voice or getting a hair 
out of place, she makes it 
quite clear nothing is go-
ing to happen if Nurse 
Ratched has not signed 
off on it. 

West speaks vol-
umes with an unsettling 
glance or quick turn of 
her head, which keeps 
everyone off kilter and 
herself unchallenged as 
the ultimate ruler of the 
ward.

Actor in a Play:  

Kirk Gostkowski, 

“The Pillowman,” The 

Chain Theatre

In Martin McDon-
agh’s disturbing yet 
funny play, “The Pillow-
man,” Gostkowski plays 
Katurian, a writer of 
gruesome tales in an un-
named police state trying 

Continued from Page 41 

Kudos

Continued on Page 46

Supoorting Actress in a Musical: 
LilyAnn Carlson in “Merrily We Roll 
Along.”

Supporting Actor in a Musical: Billy 
Lowrimore in “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee”

Supporting Actress in a Play: 
Angela Iannone in “The Importance 
of Being Earnest”

Supporting Actor in a Play: Kyle 
KIrkpatrick in “The Pillowman”

Actress in a Musical: Jennifer Knox 
in “A Chorus Line”

Actor in a Musical: Torrey Wigfield 
in “Hair”

Actress in a Play: Leigh Anne West in 
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”

Actor in a Play: Kirk Gostkowski in 
“The Pillowman”
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to survive a run-in with 
detectives and attempt-
ing to keep his mentally-
ill brother safe. 

It is a lot to put on one 
actor, but Gostkowski 
delivered his best perfor-
mance to date. 

He balances the fear 
of not knowing what is 
going on with the anger 
his character feels at the 
police’s threat to burn 
the copies of his stories. 

Gostkowski expertly 
manages an extraordi-
nary wide ranges of emo-
tions when it comes to 
his brother, from protec-
tor to accuser to savoir-
of-sort. 

Director of a Musi-

cal: Tom Rowan, “A 

Chorus Line,” The Se-

cret Theatre

Rowan takes a 40-year-
old show and makes it 
seem fresh and relevant. 

He expertly mixes the 
bittersweet moments, 
like “What I Did For 
Love” and “At the Bal-
let,” with the light num-
bers, “Sing!” and “I Can 
Do That.”

As a director, Rowan 
also elicits phenomenal 
performances from his 
cast nearly across the 
board. 

Director of a Play: 

Greg Cicchino, “The 

Pillowman,” The 

Chain Theatre

As one of the found-
ing members of The 
Chain Theatre, Cicchino 
has expertly helmed 
numerous productions 
ranging from dramas to 

comedies. 
But with “The Pillow-

man,” he accomplishes 
something unique. 

This is a serious 
drama with gruesome 
aspects that arrives at its 
humor quite naturally. 

Cicchino manages to 
keep the audience in a 
constant state of uncer-
tainty with no idea of 
what is coming next. 

Will it be another hor-
rifying scene or a bit of 

absurdity that leaves you 
laughing and horrified at 
yourself for laughing?

Musical: “A Chorus 

Line,” The Secret The-

atre

Quite possibly the 
best show to play in 
Queens during the last 
three years. 

“A Chorus Line” is the 
reason people go to the 
theater. It tells a compel-
ling story that everyone 
can relate to in some way 

and does so in a tuneful 
and visually appealing 
manner. 

Director Tom Rowan 
captures the fear, frus-
tration, angry and joy 
that comes from wanting 
to be a performer while 
remaining true to your-
self. 

Simply put, this show 
delivered singular sensa-
tions all night long. 

Play: “The Pillow-

man,” The Chain The-

atre

When a play attempts 
to walk the pencil-thin 
line between funny and 
grotesque way too often, 
it fails to accomplish ei-
ther. 

The Chain Theatre 
and its production of 
Martin McDonagh’s 
“The Pillowman” pulls 
off this tremendous feat 
with aplomb to spare. 

The play, which re-
volves around a writer 
who pens short stories 
about children who suf-
fer the most violent of 
demises, is disturbing, at 
times sickening and also 
extremely funny. 

Google McDonagh 
and “The Little Jesus” 
—the title of one of the 
writer’s stories— to see 
for yourself. What is 
more horrifying? The 
story or your reaction?

It is a brilliant piece of 
theater delivered by four 
incredible actors that 
will stay with you long 
after the curtain falls. 

Reach News Editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 45 

Kudos

“The Pillowman” at The Chain Theatre won Best Play; Director of a Play, Greg Cicchino; Actor in a Play, Kirk Gostkowski 
(seated l); and Supporting Actor in a Play, Kyle Kirkpatrick, in the 2015-2016 Off-Off-Broadway Queens Kudos. 

Photo courtesy Matt Wells

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through June 19, 2016 

Not valid Friday-Saturday  

Not valid Mother’s Day

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP
20% DISCOUNT CASH ONLY 
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for weekly lessons from a 
swing dance teacher.  
When: Mondays from 6 pm - 
7:30 pm through July 11
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

“Minions” — Gru’s sidekicks 
step out of under his shadow 
to star in their own animated 
fi lm in their search for the 
perfect master to serve. 
When: Friday, June 3, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Norm of the North” — Rob 
Schneider provides the voice 
of Norm the polar bear, who 
heads to New York City to try 
and stop a developer from 
building condos in the Arctic. 

When: Friday, June 3, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park, Tudor Park, 
Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Kirikou and the Wild 
Beasts” — This animated 
fi lm from France follows the 
adventures of Kirikou — from 
the earlier movie “Kirikou and 
Sorceress” — as the young 
boy interacts with different 
animals as he tries to save his 
village from an evil witch. 
When: Friday, June 3, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Brookville Park, 
Brookville Boulevard and 
144th Avenue, Rosedale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“The Incredibles” — A family 
of retired superheroes are 
called back to action in this 
animated hit movie starring 
the voices of Holly Hunter, 
Jason Lee and Craig T. Nelson. 
When: Saturday, June 4, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Electric Playground, 
65-40 164th St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Inside Out” — When Riley’s 
parents announce they’re 
moving to San Francisco, 
the pre-teen girl’s emotions 
—Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear 
and Disgust — try to help her 
adjust to leaving everything 
behind in this recent hit 
animated fi lm. Come an hour 
early for a kids’ craft activity. 
When: Friday, June 10, at 
8 pm
Where: Across from Golden 
Pond, Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshops — These 
workshops for children ages 
5 to 13 and their families 
provide a chance to work with 
a different artist each week 
on a variety of projects. 
When: Saturdays, from noon 
- 3 pm, through Sept. 24
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Broadway at Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Continued from Page 44 

Arts

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 
 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com 

 

OVER 300 SEATS 
WITH LIVE-GAME FEEL! 

ELECTRONIC BLACKJACK  

Get Rated for Every Bet! No Bad-Luck 
Dealers! Game Does the Math for You! 

PLAY.  DINE .  UNWIND.

$5 TABLE 
ALWAYS 
OPEN!

JAZZ AROUND THE CLOCK

Metis Concert Series ends its season with a performance by the Art Lillard Trio 
next weekend in Little Neck. See listing under Music for more information.  

Photo courrtesy Art Lillard
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look, with wooden, vertical 
beams lining the walls to cre-
ate an interior that is shady 
but doesn’t block out the sun-
light entirely. The clubhouse, 
which has tripled in size to 
7,000 square feet, offers cui-
sine from a four-star chef.

Alley Pond Golf Center 
is part of Alley Pond Park, 
which is the second largest 

park in Queens, according 
to city Parks and Recreation. 
Operation of the golf center 
is managed by Alley Park 
Driving Range. The center 
is located at 232-01 Northern 
Blvd. and is open between the 
hours of 6 a.m. and midnight 
seven days a week. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

“It was an extensive in-
vestigation, it was a lot of leg 
work that went into bringing 
these people to justice and 
they stayed the course with 
it,” Harrison said. 

Lai and two unindicted 
co-conspirators allegedly 

worked together to damage 
a vehicle Jan. 4 belonging to 
the intended target’s family 
by puncturing the tires and 
causing body damage to the 
vehicle, the DA said. 

During the incident, a 
note was allegedly left on the 
vehicle saying the wrong girl 
was attacked and the intend-
ed target was next, Brown 
said. 

Suozzi said he would like 
to combat drug, alcohol and 
mental health issues destroy-
ing the lives of people in his 
district through civic action. 
Veterans and those living in 
poverty could benefit from a 
program he set up in Nassau 
known as  “No Wrong Door,” 
which enables people with be-
havior or addiction problems 
to go to one location for a so-
lution. This is a pet issue for 
Suozzi , who said  the preva-
lence of heroin is a major con-
cern.

“As a congressman, I 
would advocate very strongly 
for changing the way we allo-
cate money. That you would 
give money to programs 
that are designed for this 
preventative role, instead of 
this horse-is-out-of-the-barn 
method that we have now.”

Suozzi would like to cre-
ate jobs by  rebuilding roads 
and bridges as well as mak-

ing it more lucrative for cor-
porations to operate within 
the United States. 

“There are millions of dol-
lars overseas that they won’t 
bring back to America be-
cause the corporate tax rates 
are so high. President Obama 
and the Republicans both 
agree that we should pro-
vide a program to bring that 
money back into America,” 
Suozzi said.

. He mentioned that weld-
ers often make six figures 
salaries, yet there are not 
enough welders, and provid-
ing job training for these 
types of jobs is paramount 
to giving people the best pos-
sible opportunity to succeed. 

“I’ve got a big focus on the 
idea of creating jobs for peo-
ple so that the middle class 
can come back in America,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

ing programs with the BID.
Last year, she worked 

with the state Department of 
Agriculture and Markets to 
combat supermarkets’ illegal 
storing of food deliveries on 
the street. 

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), who endorsed 
Stavisky’s re-election cam-
paign at the news conference, 
said Flushing needs a sena-

tor who is familiar with the 
problems of everyday New 
Yorkers. 

“Senator Stavisky has 
done great work in our com-
munity to make sure  our 
streets are clean and our 
quality of life gets the right 
attention and resources from 
the state of New York,” Koo 
said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

are unique to Flushing,” Fi-
nan said. 

In a letter dated May 27 
to Koo, Weisbrod said the 
councilman had raised some 
important quality-of-life and 
planning issues unique to 
Flushing and that the city 
would focus on planning ef-
forts in other neighborhoods. 

“We agree that it would not 
be prudent to move forward 
with a neighborhood planning 
strategy that cannot adequate-
ly achieve these goals,” Weis-
brod wrote. “We will continue 
to work with you and commu-
nity stakeholders to determine 
if solutions to these issues are 
plausible.” 

A City Planning spokes-
man said the city could re-
visit Flushing West if the 
underlying challenges—the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion flight paths and remedia-
tion in Flushing Creek—are 
resolved. 

In his letter, also dated 
May 27, Koo asked Weisbrod to 
withdraw the plan and said he 
submitted scoping comments 
in December 2015 in response 
to the draft environmental 
impact statement for Flushing 
West.

 Koo’s main concerns cen-
tered on environmental is-

sues, including air quality, 
noise and the need to remedi-
ate Flushing Creek where new 
residents would live as well 
as rerouting the pre-2012 La-
Guardia Airport flight path 
over Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park instead of downtown 
Flushing. 

“From day one, I’ve said 
that before we attempt to re-
zone this community, we need 
to have commitments to infra-
structure, affordable housing, 
transit and traffic improve-
ments,” Koo said.

Other issues were creat-
ing new school capacity and 
addressing streetscape infra-
structure, road repair, bus ter-
minals and the capacity of the 
No. 7 train.

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, for its 
part, was disappointed by the 
announcement.

“We are a diverse commu-
nity of hard working entre-
preneurs, immigrants, and vi-
sionaries,” Simon Gerson, the 
chamber’s president, said. “In 
that respect, this unfortunate 
decision shows that the city 
never really made an effort to 
understand who we are.”

Joe Sweeney, chairman of 
Community Board 7’s land use 
committee for Flushing West, 
said he agreed with state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 
state Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) when they an-

nounced their opposition, but 
Koo’s announcement has more 
weight given that such a plan 
would go to City Council upon 
approval.  

“He (Koo) listened and 
he listened and listened,” he 
continued. “This wasn’t just 
a decision that he made over-
night.”

Avella, the first elected of-
ficial to call for the plan to be 
withdrawn, said putting an 
additional development next 
to the already overburdened 7 
subway line was a bad move.

“I’m glad that City Plan-
ning finally came to realize 
that this was an awful plan 
and I don’t blame them,” he 
said. “This was the mayor’s 
proposal, so I’m glad that City 
Planning finally convinced 
the mayor that this was just 
insane.” 

Kim said smart infrastruc-
ture development must pre-
cede additional housing. 

“When we have these types 
of rezoning opportunities, we 
have to make sure that city 
and state agencies are on the 
same page and I hope that we 
can go back and come up with 
a better long-term solution for 
the future of Flushing,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

think about this year round.”
Borough President Melinda 

Katz, who first came to the pa-
rade in 1998, said Queens has 
the most parades of any bor-
ough in the city. 

Whitestone, College Point, 
Laurelton, Rosedale, Forest 
Hills, Maspeth and Glendale/
Ridgewood also held parades. 

“We’re home to the most 
veterans in the city of New 
York and the communities 
come out to not only honor 
those that are fallen but also 
pay tribute to those that are 
serving,” Katz said. “And it’s 
just a great day for families.”

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said his dis-
trict is the only one that has 
three parades within 24 hours. 
This year marked his eighth 
time attending the parades of 
Little Neck/Douglaston, Col-
lege Point and Whitestone. 

“It truly shows that the 
communities here in north-
east Queens understand what 
our veterans have done for us 

and the sacrifices they have 
made,” Vallone said. 

Lorenzo Elleby, a staff ser-
geant for the U.S. Army, whose 
unit is Fort Totten, has been 
to the parade at least 20 times 
and has also attended other 
parades in the borough. 

“They’re all good,” Elleby 
said. “It just gets better and 
better over time.”

Three teenage girls from 
Francis Lewis HS who are 
part of the school’s ROTC pro-
gram also marched during the 
parade. 

Hollis resident Leandra 
Budhram, 18, a non-commis-
sioned master sergeant, said 
it was her last year marching 
in the parade because she is 
graduating from the program.

“It was nice to march for 
the veterans who work dearly 
for the United States and we 
thank them so much for their 
service,” Budhram said.

Her fellow ROTC mates ex-
pressed similar sentiments. 
Iris Yu, 17, of Fresh Meadows 
said she has more apprecia-
tion for what the parade rep-
resents.

“You get a sense of what 

people give up,” Yu said. 
Flushing resident Arthur 

Hagendorf, 64, attended the 
parade for the first time with 
his wife, Gigi, 64, who has 
been many times because she 
once taught in the area. 

“I think it symbolizes the 
greatness of this country and 
honors all the people’s lives 
who were defending it,” Ar-
thur Hagendorf said.

St. Albans resident Melvin 
Jefferson, 52, attended the pa-
rade for the first time with his 
wife because their 6-year-old 
daughter was marching in it 
as part of the Girl Scouts. He 
said he enjoyed the old cars on 
display during the parade.

“It’s a time to get together 
and reflect on what happened 
so far in the United States,” 
Jefferson said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Charlie Neuweiler is the 
older brother by one minute. 

He wants to make sure ev-
eryone knows that. After all, 
he reminds his brother of it 
often enough. 

Charlie and Ryan Neu-
weiler are twins. They’ve 
grown up together and, most 
importantly, they’ve played 
baseball together. In addition 
to being twins, Charlie and 
Ryan are teammates and, 
this spring, it’s that relation-
ship that has the Monsignor 
McClancy baseball team on 
the road to a CHSAA “AA” 
city championship. 

“When it comes down to 
the stuff that has to be done 
in the house, I’m always tell-
ing him I’m the older brother 
so he has to listen to me,” 
Charlie said. “But when we’re 
on the field, we’re teammates 
and we just kind of work as 
one.”

The Neuweilers, both LIU 
Brooklyn commits, have 
emerged as leaders for the 
Crusaders this season and 
they’ve found creative ways 
to do it. 

Charlie has been domi-
nant on the mound, taking 
on the role of McClancy’s 
top pitcher with a quiet mod-

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. Francis Prep soft-
ball team is not used to being 
surprised on the field. 

The Terriers pride them-
selves on their preparation and 
have built a season on making 
sure they know the ins and 
outs of every opponent they 
face off against. That changed 
Tuesday. 

St. Francis Prep fell 7-3 to 
Nardin Academy, out of the 
Diocese of Buffalo, in the New 
York State Class AA CHSAA 
softball semifinal at Preller 
Field, ending a successful sea-
son for the squad. In the end, it 
was the unfamiliarity between 
the two teams that made the 
difference. The Terriers, quite 
simply, didn’t know who they 
were playing against. 

“You think you know so 
many of the teams that are 
out there and when we heard 
who we were playing, I had to 
Google it,” Terriers coach Ann 
Marie Ditizio-Rich said. “That 
was an interesting thing, 
to completely not know the 
school you’re playing. It was a 
competitive game, good game, 
we just couldn’t put those hits 
together.”

St. Francis (10-5) got a run 
on the board first as the Terri-
ers put the top of their lineup 
to good use, but Nardin was 
quick to respond. The Gators 
started putting bat on ball in 
the bottom of the second in-
ning, plating three runs on 
four hits and effectively get-
ting under the skin of St. Fran-
cis ace Monica Zhivanaj. 

The senior had an unchar-
acteristically difficult day 
in the circle, giving up nine 
hits in the first six innings as 
Nardin’s batters settled into a 
rhythm against her. 

“I think it was just finding 
spots,” Zhivanaj said. “We’ve 
never played them before so 
I was just trying to find spots 
where they could or couldn’t 
hit or even just try to pitch 
around. It’s hard going up 

against a new team and not 
knowing what I need to throw 
or where to place the ball.”

The Terriers did their best 
to battle back and even cut 
into the Nardin lead when Al-
yssa Seiss blasted an RBI dou-
ble to deep left field in the fifth 
inning, but the usually potent 
St. Francis lineup couldn’t 
seem to come up with that 
game-changing hit. Through 
five innings, the squad left six 
runners on base. 

“It was very frustrating, 
especially when we left run-
ners in scoring position,” said 
Seiss, who finished 3-for-3 
with two RBI. “We could have 
gotten them home and that 
was tough.”

Nardin managed to keep 
the Terriers off-balance at the 
plate throughout the game, 
even switching up pitchers in 
the fifth when Julianne Men-
na took over for starter Rachel 

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 51

St. Francis Prep pitcher Monica Zhivanaj had a difficult day in the circle  
as the Terriers fell 7-3 to Nardin Academy in the New York CHSAA semi-
finals.  Photo by Robert Cole

Charlie Neuweiler has been McClancy's ace all season, but he's also 
gotten a bit of support from his brother. Photo by Robert Cole

Terriers fall in semis
Unfamiliar opponent gets best of St. Francis squad

Twin brothers spur 
McClancy’s success
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BY LAURA AMATO

John Mangieri wants his 
team to be aggressive. 

The Beach Channel base-
ball coach wants the Dolphins 
to swing for the metaphorical 
and literal fences. He wants 
them to attack on the base-
paths and lock in on defense. 

It’s an approach that has 
served the team well all sea-
son, but even Mangieri was 
surprised by just how strong 
his players looked last Friday. 

The Dolphins attacked from 
every angle, cruising to a 9-1 
victory over visiting Brooklyn 
Tech in the second round of 
the PSAL Class AA playoffs.

“That’s a key part of our 
game,” Mangieri said. “We 
have a lot of good, athletic kids 
here and we try to press the de-
fense. We want to force other 
teams to make mistakes.”

Beach Channel, the No. 2 
seed, looked a bit shaky ear-
ly, as Brooklyn Tech’s Lucas 
Hoye beat out a throw to first 
in the top of the third and then 
scored on an RBI double from 
John Sutera. 

It was a miscue the Dol-
phins (16-1) made sure they 
didn’t repeat and one that 
helped light a fire under star-
ing pitcher Antonio Moccio. 

The senior didn’t give up 
another run and was a picture 
of poise on the mound, giving 
up just one more hit and work-
ing his way out of a bases-load-
ed jam in the fourth inning. 

“I never lost faith in my 
team, I knew they would come 
back and hit for me,” Moccio 
said. “It definitely boosts us 
up, because we know we have 
hitters. As long as I’m doing 

my job on the mound, they’re 
going to do their job for me.”

The Dolphins responded 
to Brooklyn Tech’s (9-9) early 
score with two runs of their own 
in the ensuing at-bat, sparked 
by Emmanuel Gonzalez’s RBI 
double into deep left field. 

“I was just trying to square 
the ball up and he threw a 
good curveball,” Gonzalez 
said. “I was able to put it where 

I wanted it to go. That’s our 
game, putting the pressure on 
another team.”

Beach Channel’s bats 
weren’t satisfied with just two 
runs and the Dolphins were 
able to break the game open in 
the sixth. 

Gonzalez led the charge 
again, driving in two more 
runs and sparking a three-hit, 
six-run inning that wrapped 

up the victory. By the final 
pitch, every Dolphins batter 
had gotten on base. 

“We felt like we were right 
there the whole game, right 
where we could break it open,” 
said first baseman Tyler Pala-
dine, who finished 2-for-4. 
“Towards the end we started 
breaking them down and we 
started hitting the ball to 
where they weren’t.”

The Dolphins took advan-
tage of every opportunity 
given to them in the victory. 
The team was aware of every 
situation, certain of what to 
do in every single moment. It 
was that knowledge that led to 
six stolen bases and a pair of 
defensive put-outs by catcher 
Joseph Calandra. 

The victory is a major confi-
dence boost for a Beach Chan-
nel team that is looking for its 
first PSAL title since 2014. The 
Dolphins have their eyes on 
the prize and are ready to do 
whatever it takes to get there, 
even if that means playing 
with a little extra aggression. 

“This has been the plan 
since the beginning,” Mangi-
eri said. “A few of these kids 
have been there and they’re 
antsy to get back. At the begin-
ning, that was the big picture, 
to get back to the title.”

BY TREY RODRIGUEZ

There won’t be a repeat. St. 
John’s, the defending Big East 
champions, fell short of retain-
ing its title after a 4-3 10-inning 
loss to Creighton in Aberdeen, 
Md., Saturday.

St. John’s entered the tour-
nament coming off a win over 
Creighton in the regular sea-
son finale, but the Johnnies 
couldn’t make recent history 
repeat itself. The Red Storm 
lost after a late push in extra 
innings by Creighton, despite 
taking an early 3-0 lead. St. 
John’s opened up the Big East 
Tournament with a loss to 
Xavier before defeating Seton 
Hall 4-1 May 27. 

“That’s the way it’s been 
for us,” said Coach Ed Blank-
meyer. “We’ll score early and 
put pressure on a pitcher, then 
innings two, three and four 
the pitcher is just coasting on 
us, instead of [us] just finish-
ing them.”

Down 3-0 in the sixth in-
ning, Creighton fought back 

with two runs in the frame, ty-
ing the game up with an addi-
tional run in the seventh. Matt 
Gandy was 2-for-4 with two 
hits, two RBI and a run scored 
for the Blue Jays.

However, after a solo home 
run by sophomore Mark Ven-
ice in the fourth inning, St. 
John’s connected on just three 
more hits and left three run-
ners on base. The timely hits 
were not present in the latter 
half of the game, especially in 
the 10th inning with the Red 
Storm’s 3-4-5 hitters at the 
plate.

John Valente impressed 
despite the loss, going 2-for-4 
with two hits, one RBI and one 
run scored. Sophomore An-
thony Brocato also pushed in a 
run and walked while batting 
1-for-3.

“John [Valente] to me is 
the unsung hero of our team,” 
said Blankmeyer. “Not neces-
sarily in wins and losses, but 
he’s been outstanding for us on 
offense and accepted his role. 
These last two years when he’s 

gotten his opportunity, he’s re-
ally taken advantage.”

Throughout the season the 
memo for the Johnnies has 
been to get the ball to Thom-
as Hackimer with a lead and 
their odds are good. However, 

after 6 1/3 innings pitched by 
freshman Michael LoPresti, 
St. John’s went to the bullpen 
with the game tied in the sev-
enth. After brief stints by Da-
vid Moyer and Turner French, 
the Johnnies would finally 

turn to Hackimer in the eighth 
inning.

“If our starting pitchers 
can get us to the back end of a 
game, with Thomas Hackim-
er and Joe Napolitano,” said 
Blankmeyer, “We’re going to 
be alright.”

The senior put down the 
only batter he saw in the frame 
and then posted a 1-2-3 inning 
in the ninth. However, things 
took a different turn in the 
tenth after three consecutive 
singles allowed Creighton to 
bring home the go-ahead run 
and advance to the finals, ulti-
mately falling to Xavier.

Hackimer was named the 
Big East’s pitcher of the year, 
the first reliever to earn the 
honor since 2005. He was also 
unanimously selected to the 
Big East first team selection, 
alongside junior Michael 
Donadio. Shaw was named Big 
East Freshman of the Year and 
was a Big East second team se-
lection alongside junior Troy 
Dixon.

Michael Donadio connected on a double in St. John's season-ending loss 
to Creighton.  St. John's Athletics

Beach Channel pitcher Antonio Moccio struck out nine in a 9-1 victory over Brooklyn Tech on May 27. . 
Photo by Michael F McLaughlin

Red Storm comes up short in Big East tourney

Beach Channel scores playoff victory
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BY LAURA AMATO

The Francis Lewis softball 
team has battled all season.

The Lady Patriots have 
fought ups and downs, bounced 
back after losses and found a 
way to come together as a team 
despite some early-season mis-
cues.

On May 26, however, in 
the second round of the PSAL 
Class A playoffs, Francis Lew-
is came up just short in one 
final battle. The Lady Patriots 
couldn’t find a way to battle 
back, falling 9-4 to The High 
School of Telecommunication 
Arts and Technology at Leif 
Ericcson Park. 

“We just couldn’t get that 
momentum,” Francis Lewis 
coach Bryan Brown said. “I 
like the fact that no matter 
how much we had down pe-
riods, we were always able to 
battle back. We were all about 
the battle. We even showed 
some resolve today.”

It had been a back-and-forth 
game early, as the squads des-
perately looked to find some 
rhythm. That wasn’t always 
easy, however, particularly 
with Telecom (18-3) starter 
Thalia Santiago and Francis 
Lewis starter Diana Ferreira 
each holding their own in the 

circle. 
In the first four innings, 

the two pitchers combined for 
13 strikeouts. 

The Lady Patriots (16-4) 
thought they had, finally, 
seized control in the game in 
the top of the fourth inning as 
the squad put together a two-
out rally, plating three runs 
on three hits to jump out to a 
two-run lead. Felicia LoPilato 

led the charge, blasting a two-
run triple to deep right field to 
give Francis Lewis a renewed 
sense of confidence. 

“I thought when we got to 
that 4-2 lead we had broken it 
open,” Brown said. “I thought 
when the bottom of the lineup 
was able to get the lead for us, 
that was going to spark us 
because Diana was pitching 
and starting to get into the 

groove.”
Telecom, however, found a 

way to respond.
The Yellow Jackets staged 

their own rally in the bottom 
of the fifth, sparked by a two-
run inside-the-park homer by 
shortstop Kristen Gutekunst. 
The hit jump-started the Tele-
com lineup and the squad pad-
ded its lead with three more 
runs before Francis Lewis was 

able to get the final two outs.
“I think it was my place-

ment with the ball,” Ferreira 
said of what went wrong in 
the inning. “I was trying to get 
it more inside and it was just 
going over the middle of the 
plate.”

This time, unlike so many 
times before this season, there 
was no bounceback for Fran-
cis Lewis. 

Yellow Jackets pitcher 
Thalia Santiago struck out five 
of the last seven batters she 
faced, finishing the day with 
13 strikeouts. It was enough to 
shut down Francis Lewis and 
end the squad’s season. 

It’s a difficult loss for the 
Lady Patriots, a team that 
will graduate six seniors, but 
the obstacles this squad faced 
throughout the season have 
laid the building blocks for 
next spring. Francis Lewis 
may have lost the final battle, 
but the Lady Patriots can’t be 
too disappointed with how 
hard they fought. In the end, 
that’s what was most impor-
tant. 

“I liked that we showed that 
resolve all season,” Brown 
said. “It’s going to be tough 
losing six seniors. That’s go-
ing to be the hard part for our 
team.”

esty that has his teammates 
confident they’ll be victori-
ous when the ball is in his 
hand. The junior has racked 
up 85 strikeouts in 50 innings 
pitched, along with a perfect 
5-0 record and 0.85 ERA. Ryan, 
on the other hand, has stepped 
up in the batter’s box, forced 
into a pinch-hitting role when 
tendonitis in his shoulder kept 
him off the mound earlier this 
spring. He boasts a .375 aver-
age with 20 RBI. 

“They’re fun to watch and 
I’m finally getting to know 
who’s who instead of just yell-
ing ‘hey you,’” McClancy coach 
Nick Melito said. “They’re 
competitors. They really were 
raised right.”

Charlie and Ryan have 
been playing baseball for as 
long as they can remember 
and that experience has shown 
throughout their careers with 
the Crusaders. 

The game doesn’t end on 
the final out—at least not for 
the Neuweilers. It continues 
on the drive home and at the 

dinner table and, sometimes, 
late into the night. It continues 
with post-game discussion and 
analysis of every single pitch. 

“It’s honestly really good, 
because you always have some-
one to talk about the game,” 
Ryan said. “We talk about 
what happened and what we 
can do better in the future.”

The Neuweiler twins may 
spend a lot of time analyzing 
baseball, but they also spend 
a good amount of time play-
ing it. And that near-constant 
exposure to the game has cre-
ated a pair of players who are 
nothing short of competitive, 
particularly when it comes to 
each other. 

Of course, they want each 
other to succeed, but they also 
want to be the best. 

“My dad had us throwing 
out of the carriage when we 
were 3 years old,” Ryan said. 
“We’ve been working on this 
for a long time.”

McClancy heads into the 
city tournament as the No. 2 
seed, looking to build off of 
last year’s semifinal appear-
ance. The Neuweilers know 
they have their work cut out 
for them. A title run is never 

easy and the metaphorical 
bull’s eye on the Crusaders’ 
back is a bit heavy. 

The Neuweilers and their 
teammates don’t really care. 
They may be the only broth-
ers on this team, but as far as 
the Neuweilers are concerned 
this entire McClancy squad is 
a family and they’re ready to 
fight like one for a champion-
ship. 

“This year is something 
special,” Charlie said. “Last 
year we went pretty far, but 
this year is looking really spe-
cial for us and hopefully we 
can pull it out.”

Francis Lewis senior Diana Ferreira connects on a pitch against Telecom in the PSAL 'A' softball playoffs.  
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Neuweilers

Francis Lewis suffers season-ending loss

Continued from Page 49
Perelstein in the circle. The 
switch caught St. Francis by 
surprise and forced the line-
up to get used to a brand-new 
pitcher midway through the 
game. That, of course, was 
easier said than done. 

“It was a little bit slower 
and some different spots,” 
Seiss said of the new pitch-
ing. “I was very surprised 
that they switched pitchers.”

St. Francis Prep walked 
away from the field disap-

pointed with the way the 
season ended, but proud of 
everything the team accom-
plished this season. The Ter-
riers bounced back after last 
year’s disappointing finish to 
clinch the Brooklyn/Queens 
Diocese championship and 
while they’ll graduate eight 
seniors, the team is primed 
for another run next year. 

“I’m very proud of them,” 
Ditizio-Rich said. “It was a 
great season. One obstacle at 
a time and you do want it all, 
but it was nice to get that one 
that we always battled for in 
the end.”

St. Francis
Continued from Page 49
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