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BY BILL PARRY

For nearly two decades, stu-
dents at LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island City have 
been lining up for affordable 

meals of chicken and gyro over 
rice at the Halal Guys food cart 
on Thomson Avenue. Last week, 
the street-food vendors celebrated 
their phenomenal growth in the 
last few years with a $30,000 gift 

to the school’s scholarship fund.
Three immigrants from Egypt 

opened a Midtown Manhattan hot 
dog cart in 1990 and switched to 
Middle Eastern halal food to feed 
Muslim cab drivers. They have 

grown to five carts and two res-
taurants in the city and 10 fran-
chise restaurants nationwide 
with plans to open 335 franchise 
locations around the world.

A friendship between a faculty 
member and Hesham Hegazy, the 
Halal Guys’ director of business 
and brand development, spurred 
their support of the college with 
a gift of $6,000 in 2013. Last year, 
Halal Guys upped its donation to 
$7,000 to the LaGuardia Commu-
nity College Fund.

“When my friend, engineering 
professor Yasser Hassebo, told me 
about the students in his classes 
who were working very hard 
to excel in their studies, while 
struggling to make ends meet and 
also balancing work with family 
obligations, I was moved to help 
out,” Hegazy said. “LaGuardia 
Community College students, fac-
ulty and staff have been loyal sup-
porters of our food cart  on their 
campus, and so it felt right to give 
back by establishing the Halal 
Guys Scholarship Fund.”

LaGuardia Community Col-
lege has one of the most ethni-
cally diverse campuses in the 
nation with more than 50,000 stu-
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Markers in MacNeil Park commemorate the 136 College Point citizens who were lost to war since World War I. The 
Memorial Day Parade along College Point Boulevard ends at the park.  Photo by Jessica Bal

REMEMBERING FALLEN HEROES

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A bill co-sponsored by state 
Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park) will place stron-
ger regulations on abandoned 
“zombie” properties. The bill was 
passed in the state Assembly last 
week by a vote of 116-22, and he is 
calling on the state Senate to also 
pass the legislation.

“Zombie properties” are 
blighted properties that have 
been abandoned by their prior 
residents, often after a bank or 
lender has placed a foreclosure on 
the house. State Attorney Gener-
al Eric Schneiderman estimated 
last year that there were more 
than 16,700 foreclosed homes 
throughout the state. According 
to Goldfeder, the issue became 
worse for Queens residents in the 
aftermath of Superstorm Sandy 
as homes were abandoned due to 
damage.

“Zombie properties are a 
plague on our community that 
drives down property values, 
threatens public health and un-
dermines the character of our 
neighborhoods,” he said. “For 

BY BILL PARRY

The speed-camera expansion movement is 
gaining momentum. 

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) introduced a resolution supporting the 
Every School Speed Safety Camera Act, legisla-

Boro demand grows 
for speed cameras

BY MARK HALLUM

Carol Brock, a Douglas-
ton resident, received an 
honorary doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters from SUNY 
Cobleskill for her work 
as founder of Les Dames 
d’Escoffier, an organization 
designed to break down the 

barriers for women in cu-
linary fields. In her many 
years, she has also achieved 
the status of accomplished 
journalist, philanthropist 
and mentor.

Brock began her career 
in journalism with Good 
Housekeeping Magazine in 
1944 where she worked for 

the next 23 years as host-
ess editor, a position that 
was created for her. She 
would move on to the posi-
tion of food editor for Par-
ents Magazine, followed by 
15 years as a food reporter 
for the Daily News. After 
leaving the Daily News, she 

Les Dames d’Escoffier founder Carol Broak 
received an honorary Doctorate SUNY 
Cobleskill. SUNY Cobleskill

Zombie house 
bill approved
 by Assembly

Halal Guys give back to students
Street vendors donate $30K to LaGuardia Community Collete scholarship fund

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 14

Doug culinary icon lauded
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Daily - 3-7pm
Happy 
Hour

–
Friday 
Live 

Music

Sat. & Sun. 
Brunch

11-3PM

–OR–
2 Hours 

Unlimited Drinks 
with Brunch

7 Days a Week - 11-6pm

Senior 
Citizen 
Menu

Monday & Thursday

Wing Night
Wings &
Drink 
Specials50¢

Wednesday - 5pm

Lobster 
Night

Friday & 
Saturday - 5pm

Prime Rib 
Night

1/4 Chicken, 1 1/4 Lobster,
Salad, Potato & Vegetable

Salad, Queens Cut 
Prime Rib, loaded, 
Potato, Vegetable

Includes soup or 
salad, entree, 

dessert, coffee or tea

2495

1350

2495

1395

2995

Tuesday 

Ladies 
Night

9PM -11PM

Tues2for

Tuesday - 5pm

Build Your 
Own Burger

Wednesday Night - 10pm

Karoake
with Johnny Rambo

Includes 1 FREE topping & fries. 
Add a domestic draft $3.00

$8

& Complimentary 
Shiproast

O’Neills
M A S P E T H

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
Catering for all occasions  >> Rooms available for up to 150 people

FREE Delivery 7 Days a Week starting at 11am >> FREE Valet parking
64-21 53RD DRIVE >> MASPETH, NY 11378 >> (718) 672-9696

OVER 
65 TV’s 

NBA, NHL, MLB 
SOCCER & MORE 

AVAILABLE

OOOOO EERR
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BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and 
community leaders said it 
was a combination of nu-
merous issues affecting 
Flushing that ultimately 
caused the city to put its 
plan to rezone Flushing 
West on hold. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
proposal sought to clean up 
and rezone 60 acres on the 
Flushing waterfront and 
form a planned community 
with waterfront access for 
its housing and commer-
cial space.

The 32-acre study area 
runs from Prince Street 
to Flushing Creek on the 
west, Roosevelt Avenue on 
the south and Northern 
Boulevard on the north. 
The proposal would have 
created 1,600 units of hous-
ing in the area. 

The mayor decided to 
temporarily halt the pro-
posal just days after Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) wrote a letter to City 
Planning Chairman Carl 

Weisbrod asking for the 
project to be withdrawn.

 De Blasio’s plan aims to 
create and preserve 200,000 
units of affordable housing 
in the five boroughs over 
the next decade. 

Austin Finan, a spokes-
man for de Blasio, said the 
city plans to refine the pro-
posal.

“We are continuing to 
work with the community 
to address the important 
quality-of-life and planning 
issues that are unique to 
Flushing,” Finan said. 

In a letter dated May 27 
to Koo, Weisbrod said the 
councilman had raised 
some important quality-
of-life and planning issues 
unique to Flushing and 
that the city would focus on 
planning efforts in other 
neighborhoods. 

“We agree that it would 
not be prudent to move for-
ward with a neighborhood 
planning strategy that 
cannot adequately achieve 
these goals,” Weisbrod 
wrote. “We will continue to 

work with you and commu-
nity stakeholders to deter-
mine if solutions to these 
issues are plausible.” 

A City Planning spokes-
man said the city could re-
visit Flushing West if the 
underlying challenges—
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration flight paths 
and remediation in Flush-
ing Creek—are resolved. 

In his letter, also dated 
May 27, Koo asked Weis-
brod to withdraw the plan 
and said he submitted scop-
ing comments in Decem-
ber 2015 in response to the 
draft environmental im-
pact statement for Flushing 
West.

 Koo’s main concerns 
centered on environmental 
issues, including air qual-
ity, noise and the need to 
remediate Flushing Creek 
where new residents would 
live as well as rerouting 
the pre-2012 LaGuardia 
Airport flight path over 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park instead of downtown 
Flushing. 

“From day one, I’ve said 
that before we attempt to 
rezone this community, we 
need to have commitments 
to infrastructure, afford-
able housing, transit and 
traffic improvements,” Koo 
said.

Other issues were cre-
ating new school capacity 
and addressing streetscape 
infrastructure, road re-
pair, bus terminals and the 
capacity of the No. 7 train.

The Greater Flushing 

Chamber of Commerce, for 
its part, was disappointed 
by the announcement.

“We are a diverse com-
munity of hard working en-
trepreneurs, immigrants, 
and visionaries,” Simon 
Gerson, the chamber’s 
president, said. “In that 
respect, this unfortunate 
decision shows that the city 
never really made an effort 
to understand who we are.”

Joe Sweeney, chair-
man of Community Board 

7’s land use committee 
for Flushing West, said he 
agreed with state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) when they an-
nounced their opposition, 
but Koo’s announcement 
has more weight given that 
such a plan would go to City 
Council upon approval.  

“He (Koo) listened and 
he listened and listened,” 
he continued. “This wasn’t 
just a decision that he made 
overnight.”

Avella, the first elected 
official to call for the plan 
to be withdrawn, said put-
ting an additional develop-
ment next to the already 
overburdened 7 subway 
line was a bad move.

“I’m glad that City Plan-
ning finally came to realize 
that this was an awful plan 
and I don’t blame them,” he 
said. “This was the mayor’s 
proposal, so I’m glad that 
City Planning finally con-
vinced the mayor that this 
was just insane.” 

BY BILL PARRY
 
On the eve of Memo-

rial Day weekend, Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
announced that the long-
awaited Queens Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial project, 
the first boroughwide me-
morial to honor all Queens 
residents who died while 
serving in the southeast 
Asian conflict is now fully 
funded and ready to pro-
ceed. The memorial will 
be constructed where the 
iconic Elmhurst gas tanks 
once stood.

Katz’s recent $1.5 mil-
lion allocation from her 
fiscal year 2017 discretion-
ary capital funds comes on 
top of the $500,000 in fund-
ing first secured when she 
was a city councilwoman 
back in 2008. Katz made 
the announcement during 
the annual Memorial Day 

Observance Ceremony last 
Thursday at Borough Hall.

“This latest allocation is 
a step towards fulfillment 
of a promise made years 
ago,” Katz said. “More vet-
erans call Queens home 
than any other borough, 

and the Queens Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial will be 
a fitting and dignified trib-
ute to those who served. 
The vision for a physical, 
boroughwide memorial 
was first forged by our own 
veterans who wanted to 

memorialize the sacri-
fices made by hundreds of 
Queens residents and their 
families during what was a 
tumultuous period in our 
nation’s history. Freedom 
is not free, and with the 
memorial, their service 
will be appropriately recog-
nized and remembered for 
generations to come.”

With the necessary capi-
tal now in place, work can 
begin on the design and 
construction of the $2 mil-
lion project, which will be 
located in the northwest 
corner of Elmhurst Park, 
a 6.22 acre former brown-
field turned greenspace on 
79th Street between Grand 
Avenue and 57th Avenue in 
Elmhurst. In the late 1990, 
the Keyspan Company re-
moved the tanks and in 
2001, it began remediation 
of the site before selling 
the land to the city for $1 in 

2014.
“The members of our 

country’s Armed Forces 
who served in the Vietnam 
War sacrificed so much on 
behalf of their country, yet 
at the time they were not 
given appropriate recogni-
tion,” said  John Rowan, 
the Vietnam Veterans of 
America president and 
an Elmhurst native. “The 
Queens Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial will help address 
that historical wrong by 
honoring all Queens resi-
dents who gave their lives 
in that conflict.”

A total of 420 Queens 
residents lost their lives 
while serving in the Viet-
nam War, according to the 
Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica Chapter 32, which rep-
resents Vietnam War veter-
ans of Queens. The late Pat 
Toro, the former president 
of Chapter 32 and a Marine 

Corps Vietnam veteran, 
was a vocal and persistent 
supporter of the conflict be-
fore he died from an Agent 
Orange-related illness in 
2014.

“Pat Toro fought hard 
for this before he died of 
blood cancer from Agent 
Orange, it’s killing all of 
us,” current VVA Chap-
ter 32 President Michael 
O’Kane, of Glendale, said. 
“I haven’t met anyone I 
served with who isn’t sick 
from Agent Orange. We’re 
losing 750 veterans a day, 
in fact, I heard just a few 
weeks ago that we passed a 
milestone that more veter-
ans have died after the war 
than during the war. That’s 
why I want this memorial 
to go up soon. I hope to see 
it in my lifetime.” 

There is no timetable set 
for when the memorial will 
be constructed.

Vietnam veterans in Queens to fi nally get war memorial

City dumps its plans to build Flushing West
Mayor’s proposal to clean up Flushing waterfront nixed after quality-of-life issues raised

The city has withdrawn its plan to rezone Flushing West for af-
fordable housing after mounting community opposition. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Vietnam veterans are pleased with Borough President Melinda 
Katz's announcement that a long-awaited borough-wide memorial 
will be built in Elmhurst. Courtesy of Borough President's office
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Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

BY BILL PARRY

The city has begun con-
struction of 321 curbside 
rain gardens in Sunnyside, 
Maspeth and Ridgewood 
that will beautify neigh-
borhoods, help clean the 
air and reduce pollution 
in Newtown Creek. When 
construction is completed 
later this year, officials say 
each rain garden will have 
the capacity to collect and 
absorb up to 2,500 gallons of 
stormwater when it rains.

Modeling shows that 
the 321 rain gardens, also 
known as bioswales, will 
capture an estimated 38 
million gallons of storm-
water each year, thereby 
reducing sewer overflows 
into Newtown Creek and 
improving the health of the 
waterway. In addition to the 
curbside rain gardens, six 
stormwater green streets 
will be built to utilize un-

derused roadway areas to 
absorb stormwater. 

Newtown Creek, which 
separates Queens and 
Brooklyn, is one of the na-
tion’s most polluted water-
ways due to heavy indus-
trial development along the 
banks of its 3.5-mile length. 
More than 50 oil refineries 
leaked an estimated 30 mil-
lion gallons of spilled oil 
along with toxins from pet-
rochemical plants, fertil-
izer and glue factories, and 
other industries beginning 
in the early 1800s .

It received Superfund 
designation in 2010 by the 
federal EPA.

“Cleaning up Newtown 
Creek is a priority for DEP 
and we are excited that 
shovels are in the ground 
to build rain gardens in 
the surrounding communi-
ties,” DEP Acting Commis-
sioner Steven Lawitts said. 
“Not only will this $7.3 

million investment green 
the streets and sidewalks 
of Maspeth, Sunnyside and 
Ridgewood, but by captur-
ing the stormwater that 
would otherwise drain into 
the sewer system, we will 
reduce the amount of pol-
lution that ends up in New-
town Creek.”

The DEP is funding the 
project and the construc-
tion is being managed by 
the city’s Department of 
Design and Construction. 
The rain gardens are built 
in city sidewalks and do 
not result in the loss of any 
parking spaces. They re-
semble standard street tree 
pits, except they vary in 
size and have curb cuts that 
allow stormwater to enter 
and overflow if it becomes 
saturated. During con-
struction, the rain gardens 
are excavated to a depth of 
five feet and are then back-
filled with layers of stone 

and engineered soil.
The layers contain void 

spaces that store the storm-
water. To date, nearly 1,000 
rain gardens have been 
built in the city, with 1,500 
currently under construc-
tion and thousands more 
planned for the next sev-
eral years.

DEP conducted exten-
sive outreach in the New-
town Creek watershed area 
including meeting with 
City Council members, 
Community Boards 2 and 
5, the Newtown Creek Al-
liance and numerous other 
neighborhood and environ-
mental organizations.

“DDC is proud to part-
ner with DEP to provide a 
stormwater management 
system that reduces the 
risk of sewer overflows and 
beautifies neighborhoods 
by funneling water to street 
gardens,” DDC Commis-
sioner Feniosky Peña-Mora 

said. “In keeping with May-
or de Blasio’s vision for a re-
silient and sustainable city, 
this project is certainly one 
that Queens residents and 
all New Yorkers can take 

pride in.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City begins construction of rain gardens
321 planned for Ridgewood, Maspeth and Sunnyside to reduce pollution in Newtown Creek

City agencies begin building rain gardens in Maspeth, Ridgewood 
and Sunnyside to improve the health of Newtown Creek. 

 NYC DEP
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YOUR SOURCE  
FOR BACKYARD 
MAKEOVERS  
AND MORE

  Pavingstone System
 Natural Stone Choices
  Kitchens, Grill Modules,  
Pizza Ovens & Bars,  
Fireolaces & Fire Pits  
for Outdoor Rooms

  Poolside-Compatible  
Copings & Steps

  Professional Grade Wall  
System & Stairs

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above 
were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010).

www.CambridgPavers.com

With ArmorTec®

Without ArmorTec®

718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Concerned Jackson 

Heights residents gath-
ered at the Jewish Center 
of Jackson Heights last 
week for a town hall about 
gang violence and neigh-
borhood safety that was 
organized by Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst).

The meeting was called 
after a recent incident in 
Travers Park, at the cor-
ner of 77th Street and 34th 
Avenue. An 18-year old 
was playing basketball in 
the northeast corner of the 
park at about 8:10 p.m. May 
9 when he was approached 
by seven to 10 men and was 
stabbed by one of them. He 
was transported to a hospi-
tal in stable condition, ac-
cording to police. The per-
petrator has not yet been 
arrested.

“Travers Park is the 
only park around here, and 
there’s no reason we should 
lose this park to gangs or 
anyone who wants to hurt 
our kids,” Peralta said. “We 
want to ensure these stab-
bings do not become the 
norm.”

The heavily attended 
meeting also included 
representatives from the 
Queens District Attor-
ney’s Gang Violence and 
Hate Crimes Unit and the 
Mayor’s Office of Criminal 
Justice, as well as officials 
from the Department of Ed-

ucation’s Gang Prevention 
and Intervention Unit and 
the Parks Department.

Capt. Nicola Ventre, 
the executive officer of 
the 115th Precinct, which 
patrols Jackson Heights, 
said community members 
needed to report suspected 
incidents of crime or gang 
activity. He said that most 
of the gang activity in the 
area involved street nar-
cotics, robberies and larce-
nies,

After each speaker in-
troduced himself or herself, 
audience members asked 
questions. Representatives 
from the Parks Department 
said Travers Park did have 
a 9 p.m. curfew, while Ven-
tre said the NYPD had put 
more plainclothes officers 
into the parks in the eve-
nings.

Peralta and Dromm 
both spoke about the need 
for a community center for 

youth in the area. Peralta 
said he had been in com-
munication with the Boys 
and Girls Club, but that the 
organization would need a 
space of 25,000 square feet 
or greater to build an en-
tirely new center.

Dromm stressed that 
community members could 
help to volunteer in mul-
tiple ways, including work-
ing at the Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters office on 82-11 37th 
Ave., which he said was 
“desperate for volunteers.”

“Where we really need 
to intervene to prevent this 
kind of thing from happen-
ing is at the lower grade 
levels,” he said, noting that 
kids were sometimes be-
ing recruited for gangs as 
young as in third or fourth 
grade. “Those are kids 
looking for someone to take 
care of them, to fill a void. 
We need more programs to 
fill that void.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
A homeless Jamaica 

man was arrested and 
charged in the shooting 
death of an aide to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo last year 
before the West Indian Pa-
rade in Brooklyn, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

Police said Micah Al-
leyne was arrested by of-
ficers in the 71st Precinct 
for the murder of Carey W. 
Gabay, who was the first 
deputy counsel for the Em-
pire State Development 
Corporation and a top aide 
to the governor.

On Sept. 7, 2015 at 
about 3:41 a.m. Gabay was 
walking north on Bedford 
Avenue, between Sullivan 
Place and Montgomery 
Street in the East Flat-
bush area of Brooklyn. He 
was walking home from 
the J’Ouvert festival, an 
annual event held prior to 
the West Indian Parade. 

Gunfire broke out near 
the outside of 1680 Bed-
ford Ave. and Gabay was 
struck in the head, police 
said. He was transported 
to Kings County Hospital, 
where he died of his inju-
ries Sept. 16.

Alleyne, who lives at 
the Lincoln Motor Inn 
in Jamaica, was charged 
with murder, criminal 
possession of a firearm 
and reckless endanger-
ment, according to police. 
He was indicted on the 
charge of murder in the 

second degree on Wednes-
day, according to the 
Brooklyn District Attor-
ney’s office. Alleyne “en-
gaged in mutual combat” 
with others that involved 
multiple handguns, and in 
doing so he fired the bullet 
that struck Gabay, accord-
ing to the DA’s criminal 
complaint. Alleyne lives 
at the Lincoln Motor Inn, 
located at 90-35 Van Wyck 
Blvd. in Jamaica, accord-
ing to police; it is used 
as a temporary homeless 
shelter.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
thanked investigators for 
their work and decried 
the loss of Gabay’s life in 
what he called “a sense-
less tragedy.”

“Today’s arrest is a 
major step forward in 
the pursuit of justice for 
Carey’s family and loved 
ones,” Cuomo said. “I 

commend the investiga-
tors and prosecutors for 
their tireless efforts to 
ensure those responsible 
for Carey’s death are held 
fully accountable for their 
actions.”

Police continued to 
seek several other individ-
uals in connection with 
Gabay’s murder. Police 
said investigators were 
continuing to search for 
two men and one woman. 
The NYPD previously an-
nounced a $22,500 reward 
that was offered for infor-
mation that would lead to 
an arrest and conviction 
in the murder. 

Brooklyn District At-
torney Ken Thompson said 
the investigation would 
continue until everyone 
involved in the murder 
was apprehended.

“As I have said from 
the beginning, we are de-
termined to get justice for 
Mr. Gabay and his fam-
ily,” he said. “And we will 
continue to press forward 
until we hold everyone re-
sponsible for his death ac-
countable.”

Anyone with knowl-
edge of the incident 
is asked to call NYPD 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 1 
(800)-577-TIPS,

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Gangs rile Jax Hts.
Pols hold town hall as residents call for safer parks

Jamaica man arrested 
in Cuomo aide’s murder

CAREY W. GABAY

State Sen. Jose Peralta speaks to attendees of a town hall con-
cerning neighborhood safety at the Jewish Center of Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Patrick Donachie
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Mark your calendar for NYFAC Foundation’s Smoke on the Water 
BBQ Competition event because we’d love to have you join us.

THIS EVENT IS HOSTED BY:
The Thrivent Community - Tri-state & NYFAC Foundation.  

NYFAC - New York Families for Autistic Children.

Live Music by Loss 4 Words Productions, Food, Giveaways, Carnival Games, Raffle Prizes, Family Fun!

BBQ COMPETITORS WANTED!
$25.00 ENTRY FEE PER 2 PERSON TEAM! For info and rules go to: NYFACFOUNDATION.ORG
If you can’t join us, please contact our office at 718-478-3960 to see how you can contribute to NYFAC Foundation!

EVENT DETAILS

VFW POST 260

705 SHAD CREEK

BROAD CHANNEL, NY 11693

NYFAC Foundation is not affiliated with or endorsed by Thrivent Financial. No products will be sold at this event.  
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures

along with

THRIVENT COMMUNITY - TRISTATE

Marie Rampino, FIC

6600 Queens Midtown Expy

Suite 306
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◊ Simona M. Abraham
†◊   Christina Alvarez
      Brittany N. Amann
◊ Erica Christine Arundel
◊ Kimberly Ascona
†◊ Alicia Sarah Badea
       Joalys Baez
      Anjuleek Kaur Bains
†◊   Alyssa Ann Balkarran
†◊ Alexandria Marie Bay
◊ Eve Benedetti
      Kimberly Rose Benitez
      Renata Bortot Bilello
†◊ Selene Victoria Braham
*†◊ Valerie Bresier
†◊ Cassidy Marie Brodersen
†◊  Allison Rose Brody
      Jasmine Nicole Brunson
◊ Francesca Latorre Burridge
◊ Kimberly Anne Cabral
◊ Maleka Castro
◊ Daniella Grace Cattabiani
      Janai Chandler
◊ Pamela Jewel Chauca
◊ Caroline May Collins
◊ Nathalie Rachelle Cornejo
◊ Kaitlin Courtney
      Rory Creighton-Kirk
      Chelsea Ana Cruz
†◊ Ana Cuenca
*†◊ Elizabeth Anne D’Angelo
*†◊ Melissa Grace D’Angelo
†◊ Christina Rose DeGianni
†◊ Denisha Deepa Deonarine
†◊  Jessica Rose Diaz
†◊ Solangie Teresa Diaz
◊ Danielle Taylor DiFiore
◊ Loriana Nicole Donovan
◊ Amanda Lyn Doscher

◊ Caitlin Patricia Drury
      Luyanda Dube
*†◊ Isabelle Dudek
       Rebecca G. Dupoux
◊ Sharee Stephanie Eccles
†◊  Jeanmarie Egan
       Jessica Lynn Elcik
†◊  Lauren Celine Eng
◊    Collette R. Fagan
†◊  Nerlyne Fandal
      Amanda Farrell
◊    Leila Stefani Feliz
◊    Vanessa Florence Ficalora
†◊  Melissa K. Flambert
◊    Danielle J. Forlenza
◊    Sarah Grace Gallagher
†◊  Kelsi Jenna Garcia
◊    Dominique Nicole Gay
◊    Tamille Christine Gerson
      Gienna Marie Giallanzo
◊    Gabriella Ann Giannopoulos
      Raquel Sofia M. Goncalves
◊    N’iejah Destyni Gonsalves
      Kirstin Michelle Gonzalez
      Serena A. Govindeisami
      Gianella Lucila Grados
      Flores
      Shannon Christie Green
*†◊ Daria Paige Gregory
◊    Kristina T. Gulab
◊    Kailey Marie Halpin
◊    Cecilia Brittany Hanson
◊    Briana Nalini Harricharan
◊    Áine Margaret Higgins
†◊  Kailey Hill
†◊  Caitlin Rose Hillebrand
*†◊ Claire Nicole Hourihane
◊    Vaniah Devonne Howell
†◊  Emilie Eve Hryszko

*◊   Tishara Olesia Jarvis
◊    Petrucia Ahn Sandra
      Jean-Baptiste
†◊  Shannon Marie Jones
      Alexandra Isabelle Kally
*†◊ Imaya V. Karunanayake
†◊  Emily C. Keil
      Kelly Lee Kern
†◊  Caitlin Nicole Kessel
      Jessica Marie Kinsky
◊    Morgan Koenig
†◊  Olivia Marie Kuster
†◊  Joanna Latek
      Bianca Georgie Marie-Louise
      Leconte
†◊  Michele Yejin Lee
      Yi Li
†◊  Yuka Lin
◊    Julia Norina Ljubicich
†◊  Alexandra Catherina Lombino
◊    Elizabeth Nicole Lopez
*◊   Jennifer Michelle Luizzi
†◊  Emily K. Lundin
†◊  Abigail Rose Macaluso
◊    Nicole Fatima S. Magpantay
*†◊Tara Marie Maloney
◊    Gabrielle Kiara Mantuano
      Gina Marie Manzione
†◊  Lisa Marchelska
†◊  Amatul H. Marium
†◊  Michailah J. Marshall
◊    Erica Ashley Martinez
†◊  Jenna Nicole McCann
*†◊Mary Elizabeth McLoughlin
◊    Alexis V. McNeill
      Pauline Medina
*†◊Olivia Lynn Merseburg
      Hannah Ann Meyer
◊    Taylor Nicole Milata

†◊  Fabiola Milord Exume
      Christal Misripersaud
◊    Diana Marie Montalvo
      Tiffany Montell
◊    Celeste N. Moran
      Sophia C. Moreno
†◊  Emma Frances Mrakovcic
◊    Samantha Mulvey
      Gracemary Muñoz
◊     Deanna Murphy
*†◊Meagan Elizabeth Murray
◊    Afra Nawar
†◊  Dejanee Christa Nisbitt
†◊  Natasha Maria Ocasio
◊    Shannon Faith O’Hanlon
◊    Cherise Olivier
†◊  Tara Marie O’Sullivan
*†◊Maame-Esi B. Otoo
†◊  Lauren Elizabeth Pallini
†◊  Zoe Madison Palminteri
†◊  Lilybeth Catherine Panora
◊    Lindsay Marie Papalardo
†◊  Jinhee Park
*†◊Elaina Pascarella
◊    Roma M. Patel
      Victoria Patterson-Barnes
      Brittney Pattino
◊    Daniella Pepa
†◊  Bethany Louise V. Perez
†◊  Alyssa A. Poley
◊    Erica Lynn Posio
†◊  Abigail Floro Rafael
†◊  Cara Rafferty
      Gabriella Alana Ragone
      Megan Leigh Rajkumar
      Katina Kathy Ramdeen
◊    Tricia Ramgadoo
      Careline Amor Ramirez
◊    Amanda Raposo

†◊  Karen Bernedette Rayappa
      Rebekah Dianna Remy
*†◊Alexa Diana Roberto
◊    Chantal Marie Rodriguez
      Samantha Jane-Annie
      Rodriguez
      Sarah Elizabeth Rodriguez
◊    Lucia Viola Ruggiero
      Sara M. Russo
†◊  Melissa Rose Samide
◊    Fatoumata E. Sanogo
*†◊Isabel Anna Santos
†◊  Nia Michele Sawney
◊    Nicole Ashley Scaparro
◊    Ketsia Seide
       Jessica Morgan Seitz
◊     Jacqueline Siano
◊     Skylar Kranjac Singer
†◊  Asha Dahoma Ann Smith
†◊   Elisa Clare Sorgini
*†◊ Isabella Serena Spallino
◊     Milada Gabriela Suchanek
†◊   Kaveeta Sukhdeo
       Keira Marie Sullivan
†◊   Raquel M. Tejelo
       Andrea Jolie Telemaque
◊     Keana Ariel Tomlinson
*†◊ Ashley Mei Bo Torrenti
◊     Blondine Elisabeth-Sarah
       Toussaint
◊     Emmanuelle Grace
       Toussaint 
†     Kelsey Elizabeth Trudden
◊     Ariana Destinee Ureña
◊     Elena Marie Vecchio
◊     Jasmine Vera Velasquez
◊     Brianna Vetere
◊     Alexa Kate Villanueva
†◊   Bianca Vita

◊     Natalie Rebecca Vivar
◊     Brilanda Volaj
*†◊ Marie Warren
       Barbara Wilczewski
◊     Déja Alexandria Williams
◊     Gabrielle Williams
       Eve Alexandra Yanakis
◊     Ruyun Ye
◊     Sakeena Zarah Zaidi
◊     Victoria Zezula
†◊   Yuetong Zhou

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2016
† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

CLAIRE NICOLE HOURIHANE –VALEDICTORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

American University (Scholars Program), Binghamton University (Scholars Program), Carnegie Mellon University, 
College of William and Mary, Fordham University, Santa Clara University, Saint Joseph’s University (Honors Program)

St. John’s University (Honors Program)

MEAGAN ELIZABETH MURRAY– SALUTATORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

Adelphi University (Honors College), Binghamton University, (Scholars Program),Boston College (Honors Program),
Catholic University of America (University Honors Program), City College of New York

CUNY Baruch College,CUNY Lehman College,CUNY Macaulay Honors College (Hunter),CUNY Queens College
Emmanuel College (Honors Program),Fordham University (Honors Program),Loyola University Maryland (Honors Program),Providence 

College (Liberal Arts Honors Program),Stonehill College (Moreau Honors Program)
SUNY Geneseo,University of Notre Dame,University of Scranton,Villanova University (Honors Program)

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY. Chartered by the New York State Board  
of Regents. Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

CLASS OF 2016
100% earned a New York State 
Regents Diploma With 80% Receiving the 
Highest Diploma Awarded by the 
State of New York, the Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation

academic scholarships

receiving the highest diploma awarded by the 
State of New York, the Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
shot down a controversial 
plan by Phipps Houses to 
build The Barnett, a ten-
story, 209-unit residential 
building with 100 percent 
mixed-income affordable 
housing before Community 
Board 2 was scheduled to 
vote on the development 
this week. Phipps, a non-
profit developer, needed a 
zoning change to build on a 
parking lot it owns at 50-25 
Barnett Ave.

The lot, on the northern 
edge of Sunnyside Gardens 
between the Long Island 
Rail Road and the Phipps 
Gardens Apartments, is 
currently zoned for manu-
facturing.

“I’ve been very clear 
from the start. I have very 
serious concerns about this 
project that I’ve shared 
with everyone involved,” 

Van Bramer said. “While 
I’ve had serious concerns 
for a long time, I wanted to 
give Phipps the opportunity 
to build support and amend 
their project after hearing 
feedback from the com-
munity. However, Phipps 
has not, in any meaningful 
way, attempted to negotiate 
or amend the plan to ad-
dress community concerns. 
Phipps has not built local or 
community support for the 
project. They haven’t seri-
ously addressed concerns 
about height, income lev-
els, community facilities or 
amenities”

Van Bramer’s decision 
may doom the project since 
City Council protocol fol-
lows the recommendation 
of the local representative. 
The de Blasio administra-
tion, caught in an afford-
able housing crisis, is not 
ready to give up on The 
Barnett.

“Phipps Houses is early 

in their public approval 
process,” de Blasio spokes-
man Austin Finan said. 
“We expect they will con-
tinue conversations with 
all local stakeholders as 
the project moves through 
ULURP.”

Van Bramer believes it’s 
fair to say the mayor and 
Commissioner Vicki Been 
of the city’s Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development would like to 
see the project proceed.

“I fully believe we need 
more affordable housing 
and have demonstrated this 
support many times, but 
this does not mean that ev-
ery project is the right one 
or in the right location,” 
Van Bramer said. “In the 
face of opposition, Phipps 
has been unwilling to make 
any meaningful changes.”

A Sunnyside Gardens 
resident himself, Van 
Bramer said he got more 
feedback from residents 

and neighbors than any 
other issue in his  6 1/2 
years on the City Council.

“I had intended to allow 
the land use process to un-
fold, and to allow the com-
munity board the oppor-
tunity to weigh in before 
I voiced my opinion,” Van 
Bramer said. “At the land 

use committee meeting, 
however, CB 2 Chair Pat 
O’Brien and members of the 
committee intimated that it 
was important for them to 
know where I stood as part 
of their decision-making 
process. When I heard that, 
I realized that it was time 
for me to make my position 

clear. Given all these con-
cerns, I cannot support this 
proposed project.”

Phipps Houses President 
and CEO Adam Weinstein 
responded.

“We firmly believe that 
the land-use review process 
works best in its entirety, 
as it’s specifically designed 
to do,” Weinstein said. 
“Toward the end of that 
process, we’ll take stock of 
what we’ve heard and as-
sess what changes we can 
realistically make. While 
we’re disappointed to see 
the Council member’s most 
recent comments, we re-
main hopeful that we can 
work together to take ad-
vantage of this opportuni-
ty: to develop a 100 percent 
affordable building in the 
heart of Sunnyside geared 
toward middle-income resi-
dents, and to address the 
genuine affordability cri-
sis faced by so many in the 
community.”

Van Bramer says no to Sunnyside project
City Councilman pans plan by Phipps Houses to build 209 mixed-income, affordable housing units

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is blocking the Phipps Houses 
proposal to build a 10-story development on Barnett Avenue in 
Sunnyside. Courtesy of Phipps Houses
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Graduates accepted to highly selective colleges including: 
Amherst
Barnard
Baylor
Boston College 
Boston University
Carnegie Mellon
Clemson
Cornell
George Washington

Harvard
Lehigh
NYU
Northeastern
Notre Dame
Purdue
Stevens Institute
Tufts
US Naval Academy 

Congratulations
Class of 2016

UCLA
University of Edinburgh (Scotland)
University of North Carolina
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Virginia
Vassar College
Villanova
Williams College
Yale

Over $100 million in college scholarships awarded!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 16, 2016 11am-4pm

www.molloyhs.org
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 Christ the King High School 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY & STAFF WOULD LIKE TO 

CONGRATULATE THE CLASS OF 2016 UPON ITS COMMENCEMENT 

 GRADUATES HAVE BEEN AWARDED OVER $19.2 MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Acosta 
Michael Adon 
Christopher Agun 
Edwin Archer 
Joseph Arlistico 
Ashley Avila* 
Steven Bacchus 
Jonelle Baitoon 
Samantha Barrientos 
Heriberto Bautista-Parache 
Raveena M. Beharry* 
Brenden Berger 
Brittany Blue 
Hailey Borrero 
Veronica Buffamante 
Tiffany Caba 
Louis Cadena 
Donatto Cado-Manica* 
Nicolas Calle 
Tyara Campo 
Amanda Capobianco* 
Andrea Cardozo      
Juan Carlos Casanova, Jr. 
Nia Daniella Case 
Luke Chinnaya 
Tracy Cleckley Jr. 
Tyrone R. Cohen, Jr.* 
David Cole 

    Derald Coleman 
    Christopher Collado 
    Alfonso Crane* 
    David Crane 
    Nicholas Cruz 
    Daniela D'Arrigo 
    Dajour Davis* 
    Nicholas Davis 
    Dren Dedushaj 
    Sophia DeLaCruz* 
    Michael Delaney 
    Imara Depunt 
    Christopher DeSimone* 
    Katherine Detres 
    Sead Djelosevic 
    Giovanni Downie 
    Anthony Drago* 
    Joshua Duncan 
    Stephen Eddy* 
    Matthew Espinal 
    Kevin Estevez 
    Malyk Eugene 
    Gabriella Felipe* 
    Justin Felix 
    Zoralis Felix 
    Ahmad Fernandez 
    Joseph Ferrara 
    Karol Gajewski* 
    Linxiang Gao* 
    Zachary Garces 
    Justine Gerace* 
    Jacqueline Gerardi 
    Jaskirat Singh Ghotra 
    Dan Golban 
    Melvin Gonzalez 
    YaShawn Gonzalez-Bright 
    Jahada-Heaven Graham* 
    Chyna Grant-Williams 
    Matthew Grizzle 
    Wenyi Guo* 
    Jaynee Guzman 

Garfield E. Hall, Jr. 
Israel Hernandez 
Lauren Herrera 
Dacine Vanessa Hocine* 
Ashlie Howell 
Najee Dejon Hunt* 
Lukasz Janik* 
Lourdes Maria Jaquez* 
Ronald Jefferson 
Christopher Jordan 
Jakub Kasza* 
Jasmin Kaur 
Peter Keane 
Kaisha Khadu 
Kaela Kinder 
Bernardo Kirkland 
Michael Kowlessar* 
Victoria Kulynycz 
Santiago Lara  
Melissa Lent* 
Kwok Yin Leung 
Joseph Light 
Nicholas Lume* 
Mingwei Ma 
Emariah Martinez 
Olivia Martinez 
Christopher Masullo* 
Irisa Mavriqi 
Kayla McMahon 
Suhayle Medina 
Jennifer Medna* 
Jessica Rashel Mejia* 
Alex Miranda 
Miranda Morales 
Isaias Moran, Jr.* 
Moses Morris 
Kardish Mounie 
Medina Mulic 
David Navas 
James Niedzialek 
Joseph Nieves 

Sarah Nolan* 
Victoria Terese Norman* 
Jayson Nunez 
Jonathan Obando 
Matthew Olskey 
Ifeoluwa Olusoga 
Emily Ortiz 
Jason Ortiz 
Erenada Pantazi* 
Cassandra Pantelidis* 
Eric Paredes 
Cesar Paz 
Joseph C. Pennolino* 
David Perez 
Krisza Phanartzis* 
Ariana Prashad* 
Kaitlin Premosch 
Brent Priester, II* 
Mateusz Pyryt 
Michelle Queirolo 
Randy Ramones 
Marco Remi 
Jared Rivers 
Danielle Rodrigo 
Andrew Rodriguez 
Deven Rodriguez* 
Kimberly Rodriguez 
Nicholas Rodriguez 
Valerie Rosu 
Krystle Salvati* 
Juan Sandoval* 
Richard Savino 
Luigi Gabriel Scalici* 
Matthew Schneider* 
Jennifer Sedler 
Raymond Videsh Seelochan* 
Terry Severe 
Suad Samir Shahein* 
Emilyann Shergalis* 
Angela Siano 
Jasbir Singh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Robinson Sosa     
Jacqueline Stronge 
Kaithleen Suarez 
Isaiah Swan 
Melissa Tirelli 
Sheila Tlatelpa 
Dominique Toussaint 
Matthew Trudden 
Julyan Urena 
Matthew J.  Varela 
Kevin Vasquez 
Dana Velazquez 
Josiah Vera 
Rafael Veras 
Antonio Vidal 
Maxwell Wharton 
Tariq A.  Wiggins 
Kinmel Williams* 
Paul Wisotsky 
Daniqua Shasá Woods* 
Lorenzo Worrell 
Hao Wu 
Ke Wu* 
Michael A. Yournet, Jr. 
Sydney Zambrotta 
Donato Zevallos 
  
  *National Honor Society 

MELSSA LENT 
VALEDICTORIAN 

KRYSTLE SALVATI 
SALUTATORIAN  

 CK CLASS OF 2016 GRADUATES HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED TO: 
Adelphi • ADMA College and Conservatory of the Performing Arts • Arizona State • Bentley • Boston University • Carnegie Mellon • Columbia • CUNY  C.W. Post • Drexel  

Duke • Fairfield • Fairleigh Dickenson • Florida State • Fordham • Georgetown • Hofstra • Howard • Iona • Johnson & Wales • Lehigh • LIU • Macaulay Honors College  
Manhattanville • Marist • MIT • New York Institute of Technology • New York University • Northeastern • Notre Dame • Pace • Purdue • Quinnipiac • Rutgers                 

Sacred Heart • Seton Hall • Siena • St. Bonaventure • St. Francis • St. John's • St. Joseph’s • St. Thomas Aquinas • SUNY • Syracuse • U Conn                           
University of Pennsylvania • University of South Carolina • Utica • Wake Forest • Wells College • USMA at West Point • Washington University • West Virginia State • Yale  

Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman  Michael W. Michel, President  Peter  J. Mannarino, Principal 
(718)366-7400  68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379  www.ctkny.org 
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tion in the state Assembly 
that would allow the city 
to deploy more speed cam-
eras and use them 24 hours 
a day. The state currently 
only allows speed cam-
eras at 140 schools, leaving 
students at the remaining 
1,800 schools unprotected. 

Since the 140 cam-
eras were installed in 
city school zones in 2014, 
945,000 speed violation 
tickets were issued by Sep-
tember 2015. City Depart-
ment of Transportation 
statistics show that at first 
each camera issued an av-
erage of 192 violations per 
day. By September 2015 the 
number decreased to an 
average of 69 summonses 
per day, or a 60 percent 
drop.

“Speed cameras are a 
simple, effective way to 
save lives and make our 
streets safer,” Van Bramer 
said. “We’re calling on Al-
bany to step up and do the 
right thing. By allowing 
New York City to install 
speed cameras at every 
school, we can slow cars 

down and keep our chil-
dren safe.”

The proposed speed 
cameras would be installed 
outside of city schools and 
would operate 24 hours per 
day. If a camera detects a 
car driving more than 10 
miles per hour over the 
speed limit, it will take a 
photo of the car’s license 
plate and the driver will 
receive a $50 ticket.

“Now that we have 
proof that this key Vision 
Zero tool is saving lives, 
it’s time for state lawmak-
ers to lift the restrictions 
on our automated enforce-
ment program and protect 
city schools,” Families for 
Safe Streets founder Sofia 
Russo said. 

In using measures 
from New York and other 
U.S. cities, Transportation 
Alternatives estimates 
that expanding the speed 
camera program could 
prevent 2,500 crashes per 
year, saving up to 100 lives 
and preventing nearly 
1,400 serious injuries. Re-
search also shows that the 
cameras cause drivers to 
speed less over time, lead-
ing to fewer tickets and 

less revenue.
“Majority Leader Van 

Bramer is once again 
showing true Vision Zero 
leadership by sending a 
powerful message to Al-
bany lawmakers, that now 
is the time to act on this 
life-saving legislation,” 
Transportation Alterna-
tive Executive Director 
Paul Steely White said. 
“We have more than a mil-
lion public school students 
across the five boroughs, 
but right now we only have 
140 speed cameras to pro-

tect them. And those cam-
eras are only allowed to be 
turned on during school 
hours, even though many 
of the crashes that kill and 
injure people happen dur-
ing evening and weekend 
hours, when many young 
people use school play-
grounds and ball fields.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

families still struggling to 
recover from Sandy, they 
are also a constant, painful 
reminder of everything we 
lost in the disaster.” 

Goldfeder was one of 
several co-sponsors of the 
“New York State Aban-
doned Property Relief Act of 
2016,” which was developed 
in partnership with Sch-
neiderman’s office. The bill 
would make mortgage lend-
ers responsible for “pre-
foreclosure” properties, in 
addition to properties in 
foreclosure. The bill would 
also require inspections 
that would help determine 
if properties with a delin-
quent mortgage have been 
abandoned by owners. 

Additionally, the bill 
would establish a registry 
listing all abandoned resi-
dential properties in the 
state. It would be supervised 
by the office of the state 
Attorney General. There 
would also be a hotline for 
people to call if they saw 
zombie properties.

After the bill’s passage, 
it was referred to the Sen-

ate’s Housing, Construc-
tion and Community Devel-
opment committee.

 In June 2015, Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) introduced legisla-
tion to the New York City 
Council that would allocate 
funds received from settle-
ments with lenders to go 
towards communities like 
southeastern Queens that 
were hard hit by the fore-
closure crisis. The legis-
lation was referred to the 
Committee of Economic 
Development in March.

Foreclosure rates fluc-
tuate wildly throughout 
Queens. According to Re-
altyTrac, the top Queens 
neighborhoods for fore-
closed properties were 
Cambria Heights, with one 
in every 340 properties fore-
closed, and South Ozone 
Park, where one in 427 
properties is foreclosed. In 
Far Rockaway, one in 1,149 
properties is foreclosed. 
RealtyTrac, a real estate 
information website,  said 
10 percent fewer homes re-
ceived a foreclosure rating 
in April compared to the 
same period last year.

Continued from Page 1 

Speed cams
Continued from Page 1 

Goldfeder

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

0
y,

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer is calling for speed cameras at 
every school in the city because they reduce speeding by 60 
percent. Photo courtesy Van Bramer's office
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Create a world-class poolside getaway  
as nearby as your own backyard

It’s the time of year to pack your 
bags, sunscreen and pool parapher-
nalia, and head to your favorite re-
sort to delight in as many poolside 
pleasures as you can squeeze into 
a summer vacation. According to 
the websites from some of the top 
international resorts, adjoining 
Jacuzzis; curtained-off pergola-
topped, cabana-style lounging 
areas; outdoor bars; walk-ups for 
foodies; waterfalls for ambience; 
and fire pits for gathering appear 
to be among the favored, poolside 
amenities searched for by first-
time as well as seasoned travelers.

“Another idea,” proposed Charles 
H. Gamarekian of Cambridge Pav-
ers Inc., “might be to transform a 
readily accessible backyard space 
into a world-class, four-season, pool-
side “staycation” hot-spot. And de-
tail it with some or all of the most 
popular resort-like amenities for en-
joyment anytime at a whim.“

Modern hardscape materials 
such as interlocking concrete pav-
ers, cast stone steps, wall units, 
natural quarried stone and traver-
tine pavers are produced to marry 
well with each other and can all 
combine in a continuum of styles to 
delight global tastes from classic to 
contemporary. What about colors? 
The European influences of pav-
ers from Cambridge come in sun-
splashed, seaside palettes as well 
as calming, mountain stone and 
desert hues. The vivid Cambridge 
ArmorTec® colors are made to 
last under harsh sunlight.

Gamarekian added: “The de-
signer-inspired materials can ex-
tend to pool coping; steps into the 
water; built-in raised spas over-
flowing into lighted waterfalls; 
permanent bistro-style umbrella 
tables; refreshment bars; open-air 
kitchens; and other super-durable 
poolside conveniences.” 

Other benefits of using pavers 
and manufactured poolscaping 
products lie in their inherent qual-

ities ranging from field-proven, 
all weather production standards 
to little or no maintenance re-
quirements and easy access to un-
derground utilities. Installation 
patterns for coordinating Cam-
bridge products can be found in a 
complimentary 100 plus-page Out-
door Living Guide. Ask for a copy 
from any Cambridge Distributor 
or visit cambridgepavers.com. 
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went on to become a food 
critic for  the TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

She currently holds the 
title of Grande Dame for 
Les Dames d’Escoffier and 
talked about the challenges 
to women working in the 
culinary arts and journal-
ism.

“After 23 years, my hus-
band said to me, ‘you’re not 
making enough money.’ 
Well, it was true. The food 
editor got me a $10 raise. 
All my raises were $10 and 
they weren’t very often,” 
Brock said in an interview. 
“I thought it over, and, yes, 
I would leave Good House-
keeping. I left Hearst with 
the lowest salaries and 
wound up at Parents Maga-
zine with the second low-

est.”
She would leave Parents 

Magazine after only two 
years.

Brock was a food report-
er at the Daily News for 15 
years and even posed for a 
photo that would end up on 
the cover.

In 1973, Brock decided 
to switch gears and look 
to bringing women into a 
prevalent role in the cook-
ing world. The culinary 

field at the time was domi-
nated by men, but Brock 
worked with Les Dames 
d’Escoffier and SUNY 
Cobleskill to set a new prec-
edent as a mentor to talent-
ed young women entering 
the profession.

“Carol Brock’s vision 
and support of our college 
and our culinary programs 
have had and will continue 
to have a tremendous posi-
tive impact on our students 

and the industries that they 
enter,”  SUNY Cobleskill 
President Marion Terenzio 
said. 

“Our culinary programs 
are an essential link in our 
broader point of view. As 
part of their education and 
future role as stewards of 
sustainability, students at 
SUNY Cobleskill have an 
opportunity to learn every 
step of food systems from 
seed to plate, and even be-

yond, from food waste back 
to energy.”

Brock’s passion for 
home-style cooking, jour-
nalism and empowering 
women in the work place 
have earned her a seat 
among the greats through-
out her long, lively career. 
At 92, she currently serves 
as the culinary arts coordi-
nator for Great Neck Adult 
Education programming.

dents, two-thirds of whom 
are now new Americans. 
The students face a unique 
challenge in that the major-
ity have family incomes of 
less than $25,000 a year.

 The Halal Guys Scholar-
ship Fund  gives full-time 
students in good academic 
standing $1,000 for two se-
mesters of study. Thus far, 
their support has gone to 
more than eight LaGuardia 
students.

“The Halal Guys schol-
arship allowed me to com-

plete my final semester 
at LaGuardia,” graduate 
Adeline Romero said. “The 
Halal Guys scholarship 
lightened my financial bur-
den and allowed me to focus 
on my last class load. The 
generosity extended to me 
by the Halal Guys and La-
Guardia has inspired me to 
give back to the community. 
I hope to pay it forward one 
day and help other students 
achieve their goals.”

Romero graduated with 
a 3.85 GPA and is now 
studying political science 
at John Jay, with plans to 
pursue a career in public 
policy and advocacy. “The 

Halal Guys are the very 
best friends our college can 
have,” LaGuardia Commu-
nity College President Gail 
O. Mellow said. “They have 
been unwavering in their 
support of our students.”

Mohamed Abouele-
nein, the company’s presi-
dent and co-founder, sent 
three of his children to the 
school.

“All had excellent expe-
riences—they enjoyed their 
time here and were very 
well prepared for the next 
chapters of their educa-
tion—transferring to four-
year schools,” Abouelenein 
said. “I know the value of 

this college firsthand, and 
so I’m very pleased that 
we’re able to support it with 

this scholarship fund.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The Halal Guys present a $30,000 check to LaGuardia Community College President Gail O. Mellow for 
a scholarship fund. Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

Brock

Halal Guys
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
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Located Right Next to Our 
Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Scan To Join Our Mailing List for
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com
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