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BY BILL PARRY

For the second year in a row, 
Long Island City is the place to 
be for the Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks, and NBC will base 
its national telecast at Hunters 
Point South Park. More than 
52,000 shells will be fired from 
four barges centered off Mid-
town Manhattan, right across 
from the park.

“With the fireworks light-
ing up the East River for the 
third year in a row, millions 
of New Yorkers will again be 
able to take part in Macy’s 
electrifying July 4th display,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“The fireworks will ignite the 
sky—and the local economy—
from Queens to Brooklyn to 
Manhattan.”

While Hunters Point South 
Park will be closed to the pub-
lic, Gantry Plaza State Park 
will be teeming with visitors.

“Residents can once again 
enjoy our neighborhood’s 
prominent role in the national 
celebration,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “I am pleased our efforts 
resulted in the Queens water-
front being a participant in 
the grandest Independence 
Day celebration in the United 
States.”

Once again, the event will 
pose a major security challenge 
for the 108th Precinct. Its com-
manding officer, Capt. John 
Travaglia, said his goal is to 
not inconvenience Long Island 
City residents but ensure safety 
in the community.

“Last year was a true suc-
cess due to the patience and 
cooperation of the community 
in all stages of the planning 
and preparation of the event,” 
Travaglia said. “Expect to see 
all NYPD resources deployed 
at the event, including Emer-
gency Service, K-9, Mounted, 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Days after a Muslim man 

was brutally beaten outside a 
Queens Village mosque, police 
said they were investigating 
the incident as a hate crime. 
Earlier in the week, the New 
York chapter of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations 
had called on the NYPD to ex-
amine the crime for a possible 
bias motivation.

Mohamed Rasheed Khan, 
59, was leaving the Center 
for Islamic Studies at 206-09 
Jamaica Ave. on the evening 
of June 1 when he was ap-
proached by three young men, 
according to a statement re-
leased by CAIR. 

The men attacked Khan, 
knocking him to the ground, 
and fled without taking his 
wallet, watch or bicycle, ac-
cording to the statement. 
CAIR said the suspects were 
laughing as they fled. 

“Because of the location of 
the attack outside a mosque, 
the Islamic attire of the victim, 
and because nothing was sto-
len by the alleged attackers, we 
urge law enforcement authori-
ties to investigate a possible 
bias motive for this troubling 
incident,” Afaf Nasher, the 
executive director for CAIR’s 
New York chapter, said. “We 
urge the NYPD to step up pa-
trols in the area of the mosque, 
particularly during activities 
associated with the upcoming 
fast of Ramadan.”
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Better not eat too soon before venturing onto the Tilt-a-Whirl at the third annual carnival at St. 
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BY MARK HALLUM

The  man in a hoodie who 
was armed with a knife and 
walked away with cash draw-
ers robbed from dozens of 
businesses in Queens, Suf-
folk and Nassau Counties has 
been arrested by a joint fugi-
tive task force in Floral Park, 
the NYPD said.

 He was identified as Kha-
lif House, 24, of West Hemp-
stead as the suspect in a 
hold-up spree that targeted 27 
businesses in the three coun-
ties.

 Nassau County Police said 
he was arrested Wednesday 
morning following a man-
hunt that involved several lo-
cal enforcement agencies as 
well as the FBI and the U.S. 
Marshal’s Office.

After a failed attempted 
robbery at a Dollar Tree in 
College Point at 132-23 14th 
Ave. around 10 p.m. Tuesday 
night, police began pursuing 
the suspect, Breaking News 
Network reported. K9 and 
Aviation units responded and 
he was taken into custody 
hours later by Nassau police 
after a chase.

The man is alledgedly 
responsible for robbing 
three Subway restaurants 
in Queens as well as two 
Dunkin Donuts, police said. 
Suffolk, Nassau and Queens 
law enforcement were also 
part of the investigation in-
volving crimes committed 
in their jurisdictions that 
began back in March, police 
said. 

In Far Rockaway a rob-
bery took place at a Subway 
restaurant at 233 Beach 20th 
St. Monday when a man be-
lieved to be the suspect who 
wielded a knife took about 
$300 from the register and 
left, police said. 

On Sunday an Oakland 
Gardens Subway store at 61-
13 Springfield Blvd. was the 

target of a robbery at around 
4 p.m. and $500 was taken 
from the 50-year-old male 
employee at the register. The 
suspect then fled on foot in 
an unknown direction, said 
police. 

At about 8:55 p.m. last Fri-
day, a man believed to be the 
same person took $300 from a 
20-year-old male employee at 
a Subway location in Forest 
Hills at 64-29 108th St., police 
said.

The man was described 
by the police as black, 5-foot-9 
and of medium build. He was 
last seen in a gray hooded 
sweatshirt. 

Ted Anagnostos, owner of 
the Subway located at 205-12 
Northern Blvd. in Bayside, 
said the suspect was not in 
the shop any longer than two 
minutes when $360 was sto-
len from the register at 9:25 
p.m. June 2.

The Robbery Squad from 
the 111th Precinct respond-
ed. 

“I was very happy about 
the procedure the employees 
followed. They were trained 
to give the robber the tray and 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
LaGuardia Community 

College had star power on 
hand for graduates of its small 
business program Tuesday. 

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, businessman 
Warren Buffett and Goldman 
Sachs Chairman Lloyd Blank-
fein were some of the succesful 
entrepreneurs who attended 
the 20th graduation ceremony 
of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 
Small Businesses program. 

Buffett, the most success-
ful investor in the world and 
the planets wealthiest person 
in 2008, gave the aspiring en-
trepreneurs his best piece of 
advice.

“Any business that has de-
lighted customers has a sales 
force out there,” he said. “You 
don’t have to pay them, you 
don’t need to see them but 
they’re talking to people all 
the time.”

The Goldman Sachs 10,000 
Small businesses program was 
created through a partnership 

between the school and the 
Wall Street firm to help en-
trepreneurs grow their busi-
nesses and in turn, create jobs 
and economic opportunity by 
providing access to business 
education, capital and techni-
cal assistance.

“Our partnership with 
Goldman Sachs on 10,000 
Small Businesses in New York 
perfectly aligns our dedication 
to helping existing small busi-
nesses grow their businesses, 
with our knowledge about the 
power of education to improve 
lives,” LaGuardia Community 
College President Gail O. Mel-
low said. “Our college is devot-
ed to making a positive impact 
on New York City by promot-
ing workforce development, in 
order to help people get out of 
poverty and to safeguard the 
middle class.”

Goldman Sachs chose La-
Guardia Community College 
to pilot the program in 2011. 
Now it has expanded to 31 loca-
tions worldwide.

“We are so proud that La-
Guardia Community College 

was our first partner when 
we launched 10,000 Small 
Businesses five years ago and 
that today more than 600 lo-
cal entrepreneurs have been 
served through the program,” 
Goldman Sachs Foundation 
President Dina Powell said. 
“Through this important part-
nership we’ve been able to see 
firsthand the power of small 
businesses when they are 
given the tools and resources 
they need to grow.”

Plans for a new center for 
the program were unveiled 
during the graduation. The 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Businesses Education Center, 
supported by $5 million from 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s CUNY 
2020 Program, will be located 
next to NYDesigns, an on-cam-
pus incubator for start-up tech 
and design companies.

“There’s a lot of synergy 
between our 10,000 Small Bus-
sinesses program and NY-
Designs, and we selected the 
location for the new Center to 
encourage even more collabo-

Billionaires Warren Buffett, Lloyd Blankfein and former Mayor Michael Bloomberg take part in the Goldman 
Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses graduation. Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

Knife-wielding suspect 
arrested in Floral Park

LaGuardia CC expands
New center planned for successful business program
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A mug shot of the accused 
knife-point robber captured this 
week.  Nassau County PD
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BY BILL PARRY
 
When the wind blows south over 

Bowery Bay, a foul stench annoys resi-
dents of the Astoria neighborhoods of 
Steinway and Ditmars, a state of affair 
that has gone on for nearly 80 years. 
What they smell is not the body of wa-
ter wedged between Rikers Island and 
LaGuardia Airport, but the Bowery 
Bay Wastewater Treatment Plant just 
north of Berrian Boulevard.

City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) joined City Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
Acting Commissioner Steven Lawitts 
Monday to announce that work has 
been completed on the installation of 
aluminum covers and odor control 
units on each of the four sludge tanks 
located at the facility. The $3 million 
project captures odors emanating from 
the plant and removes them through 
an activated carbon filtration process.

Work on the project began in 2015 
and was completed by Memorial Day.

“As lifetime residents of the neigh-
borhood, my family and I have too 
much experience with the odor from 
the Bowery Bay plant,” Constantinides 
said. “The new aluminum tank covers 

and odor control units will help im-
prove the quality of life for all families 
in the area. Eliminating most of the 
odor that comes from the plant is a ma-
jor benefit for our community.”

The Bowery Bay Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant went into operation in 
1939 and is designed to treat 150 mil-
lion gallons of wastewater a day. The 
plant serves nearly 850,000 residents 

in a drainage area of more than 15,000 
acres in Astoria and East Elmhurst.

The holding tanks have the capac-
ity to store 5550,000 cubic feet of sludge 
which goes through a dewatering 
process and the after-product is used 
as fertilizer. The aluminum covers, 
which are up to 85 feet wide, capture 
99 percent of the odor and each dual-
bed carbon canister filter cleanses up 
to 21,742 cubic feet of air per minute, 
absorbing the hydrogen sulfide gas 
molecules produced during wastewa-
ter treatment and the sludge digestion 
process.

“Wastewater treatment is a vital 
process that safeguards the environ-
ment and protects public health, so we 
work hard to ensure that we are good 
neighbors to those who live and work 
in the neighborhoods that surround 
our plants,” Lawitts said. “The com-
pleted odor upgrades at the Bowery 
Bay facility will directly benefit the 
residents of northern Queens.”

The Bowery Bay Wastewater Treat-
ment is one of 14 facilities the DEP op-
erates in residential or business com-
munities across the five boroughs.

Councilman Costa Constantinides tours the Bowery Bay Wastewater Treatment Plant 
where odors have been reduced following a $3 million upgrade. 

Photo courtesy Constantinides' office

Project done to end odors at Bowery Bay plant
$3 million DEP upgrade clears the air over Steinway, Ditmars neighborhoods in Astoria

MEDICAL OFFICE
243-51 Merrick Blvd., Rosedale, New York 11422  |  Tel: (718) 749-5833  Fax: (718) 749-5834
65-17 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, New York 11385  |  Tel: (347) 721-3425  Fax: (347) 721-3475 
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• Chiropractor
• Neurology
• Accupuncture
• Rehabilitation
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• X-Ray
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• Pain Management
• Slip/Fall
• Worker’s Comp
 (Work Related Injuries)
• Orthopedic
• Neurological Rehabilition

Most Insurances Accepted
Transportation Available

If you’ve been injured in any accident, 
we are here to help.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE
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BY MARK HALLUM

Parade-goers came out in 
force to celebrate the LGBT 
community at Queens Pride 
in Jackson Heights despite 
a heavy downpour. Council 
Member Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst), 
Executive Director for Out-
right International Action Jes-
sica Stern and AIDS Center of 
Queens County led the 24th an-
nual march as marshals down 

37th Avenue between 89th and 
75th streets  Sunday. .

Food, music and entertain-
ment were enjoyed during the 
after-party festival on 37th 
Road. 

Favorites for many of those 
in attendance were Miss Co-
lombia, Miss Dominican Re-
public (both members of and 
appointed to their titles by 
the LGBT community)  and 
the Samba-raggae drumming 
group known as Batala. This 

group is a New York City chap-
ter of an international commu-
nity of musicians that perform 
around the world.

According to one member 
of Batala, this is the first year 
the band has played at Queens 
Pride but the reaction from 
the crowd is the reason they 
love doing parades. 

“People are really excited. 
It’s like we cheer them up, and 
we share the joy.”

BY BILL PARRY
 
With the legislative session 

coming to an end June 16, 40 
transit riders and transporta-
tion advocated called for pas-
sage of the MoveNY Fair Plan 
in Astoria Saturday. 

In a rally near the RFK Tri-
borough Bridge, members of 
the Riders Alliance and Trans-
portation Alternatives pointed 
out that the bridge is one in 
five in Queens that would see 
a reduction in tolls if MoveNY 
 were to pass in Albany adding 
tolls to all East River cross-
ings with revenue going  real 
investment in infrastructure, 
generating nearly $1.5 billion 
annually to fix roads, bridges 
and public transit.

An East Harlem Assem-
blyman introduced the bill in 

March and as of May it had 28 
supporters who are hoping to 
get a Senate bill introduced.

“The new MoveNY plan 
represents an essential step in 

BY BILL PARRY
 
Manhattan District Attor-

ney Cyrus Vance Jr. is join-
ing state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) in urging the 
Assembly to pass legislation 
to combat identity theft by 
expanding the state’s “enter-
prise corruption statute” to 
include cybercrime and iden-
tity theft-related offenses.

The bill, S.1301-A/A. 938-
A, was previously passed by 
the state Senate in 2015 and 
again in 2016. It has not come 
up for a vote in the Assembly 
yet.

“As gangs and organized 
crime syndicates are becom-
ing more and more involved 
in perpetrating computer 
crimes, money laundering 
and identity thefts, this leg-
islation will provide a much-
needed and common sense 
tool for law enforcement,” 
Peralta said.  “As is often the 
case, the law has not kept up 
with technology and current-
ly, New York state’s enter-
prise corruption statute ex-
cludes a broad range of these 
crimes from its coverage.”

The Organized Crime 
Control Act now  provides 
increased penalties for pat-
terns of repeated criminal 
activity—as defined by three 
or more criminal acts com-
mitted within a five-year 
period—carried out in con-
nection with a structured 
criminal enterprise. Crimi-
nal acts covered by the OCCA 
include many financial and 
economic offenses but do not, 
importantly, cover identity 
theft and related crimes.

Cybercrime, however, is 
one of New York’s most per-
vasive and fastest growing 
crime types, and the harm 

caused to victims is signifi-
cant whether they are indi-
viduals or entire organiza-
tions.

“Computers are part of 
our daily lives, and sadly 
criminals use them to steal 
both our money and our iden-
tities,” Peralta said. “My bill 
has passed the Senate several 
times, including during this 
year’s legislative session that 
is now coming to a close. The 
clock is ticking, and it is my 
hope that the Assembly will 
step up to the plate and take 
up this important legisla-
tion.”

The bill expands the OC-
CA’s definition of a criminal 
act to include identity theft 
and related offenses, includ-
ing unlawful possession of 
personal identification in-
formation, computer tamper-
ing, unlawful duplication of 
computer-related materials, 
criminal use of an access de-
vice, and unlawful possession 
of a skimmer device, among 
others. The legislation fol-
lows the recommendation of 
the White Collar Task Force, 
which Vance convened dur-
ing his tenure as president 
of the District Attorneys As-
sociation of the State of New 
York

“New York State has done 
little to adapt existing laws 
to a changing criminal land-
scape, which means that we 
are effectively fighting 21st-
century crimes with tools 
from the 1970s,” Vance said. 
“I thank Sen. Peralta for his 
leadership and collaboration 
on this legislation, which will 
enhance prosecutors’ ability 
to build a strong case against 
cybercriminal operations, 
and I strongly encourage the 
Assembly to pass it.”

Supporters of the MoveNY Fair plan rally in Astoria saying tolls on the 
East River crossings will make the streets of western Queens safer. 

Photo courtesy Riders Alliance

A state lawmaker is calling for the state Assembly to pass legislation 
that will help law enforcement better fight cybercrimes and skimming 
at ATMs. Photo by Michael Shain 

At Sunday's Queens Pride Parade in Jackson Heights, the AIDS Center for Queens County made the most of its 
view from the float.  Photo by Jessica Bal

Vance backs Peralta
on cybercrimes bill

Pride reigns in rain
LGBT march through Jax Hgts at annual Queens parade

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Group rallies for bridge tolls
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The state Assembly once 

again voted to pass the 
Dream Act Monday, the leg-
islation authorizing undocu-
mented students who gradu-
ate high school in New York 
to apply for college financial 
aid.The bill would create a 
Dream fund to advance the 
educational opportunities of  
undocumented immigrant 
students who arrived in the 
country before the age of 16, 
remove financial obstacles to 
obtaining state financial aid 
for certain immigrant stu-
dents and eliminate barriers 
for immigrants who wish to 
start a college tuition savings 
account.

Undocumented students 
currently are ineligible for 
general financial aid awards, 
performance-based awards 
or New York State’s Tuition 

Assistance Program. The bill 
has been strongly opposed 
by the Republican-controlled 
state Senate.

“For many years, the 
Assembly has passed the 
Dream Act because we real-
ize the life-changing effects 
it would have not only for 
these voiceless students, but 
for New York as a whole,” the 
bill’s sponsor, Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), said. “Hundreds of 
thousands of students have 
been given a high school edu-
cation here in New York and 
are unable to continue their 
education. Denying hard-
working students the tools 
they need to be successful is 
an injustice and disservice 
to everyone. Passing this bill 
again is bittersweet because I 
know the Senate will not take 
action and that New York 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials, teachers 
and students gathered to dis-
cuss the threat of anti-Muslim 
bullying in schools at a town 
hall sponsored by Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James held at 
the Islamic Circle of North 
America at 166-26 89th Ave. in 
Jamaica. 

The town hall was held last 
Saturday, just days before the 
start of Ramadan Monday.

“When students do not feel 
safe, they do not learn,” James 
said at the town hall meeting 
that drew concerned com-
munity members. “We heard 
from students, families, teach-
ers, and community members 
about the horrific bullying 
happening in our schools, and 
brought this issue back to the 
community to find solutions 
that work. We will not stop 

working to ensure that our 
schools are the safe havens 
they are meant to be.”

A December 2015 analysis 
from the Center for Hate and 
Extremism at California State 
University found that the 
monthly rate of anti-Muslim 
hate crimes tripled through-
out the country in the wake of 
the November 2015 Paris ter-

ror attacks and the shootings 
in San Bernadino, California 
on Dec. 2, 2015.  

Schools in New York City 
have not been immune from 
the encroaching increase in 
bias incidents, according to 
James. The public advocate’s 
office has received complaints 
about girls having their hijabs 
ripped off, as well as about in-
sulting comments. A student 
on Staten Island was allegedly 
beaten by a classmate on the 
basis of seeming to be Muslim, 
and according to the public 
advocate’s office, that student, 
and not the assailant, was sus-
pended from school.

“By bringing people to-
gether to show that what they 
see in popular culture does 
not reflect the reality, we can 
counter the anti-Muslim senti-
ments growing in our schools,” 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) has intro-
duced legislation proposing 
new measures to crack down 
on predatory towing.

 The bill, known as the 
Predatory Towing Preven-
tion Act, will increase the 
bond to protect consumers to 
a minimum of $50,000 and a 
maximum of $250,000 from the 
$5,000 set in 1987 and empower 
the Consumer Affairs Com-
missioner to revoke licenses 
of repeat offenders.  The bill 
will also eliminate the usage 
of “spotting” techniques—
towing company employees 
on the ground actively looking 
for cars to tow away—and re-
quire towing truck operators 
to acquire written permission 
from the owner or manager of 
private or commercial proper-
ty before towing a vehicle. 

Kim said immigrant com-
munities, especially women 
members, tend to be targeted 
the most and that there has 
been pushback from the city 
because it would change Con-
sumer Affairs Department 

regulations.
“They themselves are wait-

ing outside preying on driv-
ers,” he said. “They’re not 
supposed to be doing that. We 
want to make sure we can 
strengthen the law.” 

Kim has been working 
closely with the Legal Aid 
Society and the Consumer 

Affairs to fight against preda-
tory towing, which he said has 
led to hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in restitution for 
consumers and more than $30 
million in fines levied against 
unethical towing operators.

Citywide 13 companies were 
issued violations for ignor-
ing the towing laws this year, 

three of which are in Queens, 
according to the DCA. Last 
year, 35 companies citywide 
were issued violations, eight 
of which were in Queens.

“The agency is reviewing 
his proposed bill and looks 
forward to working with him 
to strengthen protections for 
New York City’s consumers,” a 

DCA spokeswoman said.
Sateesh Nori, attorney for 

Legal Aid Society’s Queens 
Neighborhood Office, said 
All About Automotive II Inc., 
a Brooklyn-based company, 
was operating a parking lot 
on 156th Street and Northern 
Boulevard in Flushing. It is 
unclear if All Automotive still 
operates the parking lot.  

In the fall of 2014, one of 
Kim’s constituents, a pregnant 
Korean woman who was shop-
ping, came back to her car at 
the parking lot and a man told 
her she had parked illegally, 
Nori said.

The man told her she had to 
pay $300 and she had to call a 
relative to bring the money to 
her, which she then gave to the 
man, he said. 

“We found all kinds of shady 
behavior and various fines 
and other complaints that had 
been filed against them,” Nori 
said, referring to All About 
Automotive. “And that’s where 
this bill was born.” 

Legal Aid Society operated 
a hotline to field calls and its 
consumer law attorney assist-

Public Advocate Letitia James and 
other panelists address a crowd of 
concerned residents during a town 
hall meeting at the Islamic Circle 
of North America in Jamaica. 

State Assemblyman Ron Kim has teamed up with the Legal Aid Society and the Consumer Affairs Department 
to combat predatory towing. Photo by Michael Shain 

Bill cracks down on predatory towing
Kim introduces legislation that protects consumers against companies that abuse practice

Public Advocate James calls 
attention to school bullying

Assembly once again
votes for Dream Act

Continued on Page 48
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

State Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park) announced last week 
that he would not run for re-election to 
represent the 23rd District, which cov-
ers Broad Channel, Lindenwood and 
swaths of Howard Beach, Ozone Park 
and the Rockaways. 

In an e-mail he sent to supporters, 
Goldfeder said he decided not to run 
again so he could spend more time 
with his family. 

“I’m truly humbled by the support 
I’ve received from voters, leaders in 
the community and my colleagues 
at all levels of government,” he said 
in the e-mail. “Your partnership, but 
most importantly, your friendship has 
allowed us to rebound from Sandy, im-
prove every neighborhood and create a 
stronger future for all.”

In a phone interview, Goldfeder 
said that the birth of his son in April 
helped him arrive at the decision. He 
noted that Assembly members must 
spend half of the year in Albany, par-
ticipating in the Legislature.

“This was by far the hardest deci-
sion I ever had to make,” he said. “I 
love the people and I love the work.”

Goldfeder, who grew up in Far Rock-
away, was elected to represent the 23rd 
District in a special election held to 
replace outgoing Assemblywoman Au-
drey Pheffer in September 2011 when 

she was named Queens County clerk. 
He ran unopposed in the 2012 and 2014 
elections. Prior to his election to the 
Assembly, Goldfeder worked in Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s mayoral adminis-

tration and as the director of intergov-
ernmental affairs for U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY).

Goldfeder’s district was markedly 
affected during Superstorm Sandy, 
with many residences and businesses 
suffering significant damage. Goldfed-
er represented homeowners who were 
concerned by what they perceived was 
a sluggish pace of recovery for the em-
battled areas. He also supported a re-
purposing of the Long Island Rail Road 
Rockaway Beach Rail Line.

In the remainder of his term, Gold-
feder said he intended to continue 
working on the issues that had been 
his focus throughout his tenure, and 
he also said he looked forward to be-
ing involved in the general election 
campaign to select a candidate to fill 
his seat. When asked what he wanted 
to see in a potential successor, he said 
he hoped the next candidate would con-
tinue the work he had started.

“My successor would have the same 
passion and energy for the Assembly 
district, in fighting for transportation 
equity, for infrastructure updates and 
to ensure a full recovery from Sandy,” 
he said.  

Assembly Phil Goldfeder will not seek re-election this November. The assemblyman cited a 
desire to spend more time with his family and newborn son as one of the reasons behind 
the decision. Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Goldfeder announces he will not seek re-election
Ozone Park assemblyman says he wants to spend time with his family after birth of son

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how we  
can help you make NYC your next customer. Call 311 or visit:

nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

200+ city 
contracts  
looks like.

Sean Hennessey 
Owner & President, Itegix 
More than 200 contracts  

totaling $1 million
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY MADINA TOURE

More than 2,500 students, 
which included working par-
ents, veterans, servicemen 
and first-generation scholars 
from  New York and around the 
world, graduated from Queens 
College in the 92nd commence-
ment ceremony last week.

The event, held in the Quad-
rangle of the college at 65-30 
Kissena Blvd. in Flushing, fea-
tured U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.), Borough President 

Melinda Katz and Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
among the speakers.

It was the second com-
mencement for the col-
lege’s president, Félix Matos 
Rodríguez, who made it seem 
as though he was going to de-
liver a lengthy address at the 
ceremony but joked that he did 
not want to bore the graduates 
with it.  

“By now, I know you guys 
and I know you were going to 
do this to me,” Rodríguez said,  

“so I taped my presidential 
charge on video.”

  And he read a brief.
 Schumer encouraged stu-

dents to take advantage of a 
$2,500 federal tax credit for 
families who make less than 
$200,000  for every year of col-
lege and graduate school to 
help defray the cost of tuition.

He also spoke about how he 
got into politics as well as what 
it has been like for him to raise 
his own family.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Graduates of York College’s 
class of 2016 gathered under a 
massive tent on the field out-
side the school’s Health and 
Physical Education complex as 
family, friends and other well-
wishers withstood a steady 
rain to celebrate the class’ 
commencement ceremony.

The graduating class was 
1,030 strong, with 65 birth na-
tions represented as well as 50 
languages. Class valedictorian 
Kalu Eunice Udensi was born 
in Nigeria. In her address, she 
praised her mother, who was 
watching from Nigeria via the 
web. Udensi said her mother 
showed her “how to live a life 
full of positivity and hope for 
the future.”

BY MARK HALLUM

Queensborough Com-
munity College held its com-
mencement Friday morning 
with school and civic leaders 
addressing the graduating 
class of 2016. In attendance 
were Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), as well as Yi 
(Jane) Jiang, Vicky Chan, 
Yueli Chen, and Daomi 
Burch, who received honors 
for high academic achieve-
ment.

Professor Anne Marie Me-
nendez, the Grand Marshal 
of the ceremony, began by 
recognizing the varied ori-
gins of the students 

“Graduates, you came 
to Queensborough from all 
parts of the world, represent-
ing over 132 countries, 78 na-
tive languages. Each of you 
has a personal story of cour-
age, determination and sac-
rifice to achieve the dream of 
a better life for you and your 
families through education,” 
said Menendez.

Stavisky’s speech started 
with a quote from Abraham 
Lincoln and went on to dis-
cuss the importance of qual-
ity, accessible education.

“‘If I had eight hours to 
chop down a tree, I would 
spend six hours sharpening 
my ax.’ You have been doing 
the same thing. You have been 
spending two years sharpen-
ing your skills, studying and 
learning, and now you’re 
ready to chop down a tree,” 

said Stavisky.
The address delivered by 

Assemblyman Weprin ex-
plained the contribution he 
has made to Queensborough 
in the past and will continue 
to make in the future.

“I was happy to have al-
located $250,000 in capital 
funds for Queensborough last 
year, and I’m very excited to 
announce that I will be able 
to allocate the same amount 
in additional capital finds for 
this year,” Weprin said. “Stu-
dents of QCC are representa-
tives of the world’s borough. 
I admire your steadfast de-
termination and your hunger 
for success.”

Yi Jiang and Vicky Chan 
each received associate de-
grees in Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences, and were selected to 
receive the 2016 Phi Beta Kap-
pa Association of New York 
Scholarships. Jiang carried 
a 4.0 GPA, received a Finch 
Scholarship and will contin-
ue her education at Queens 
College in physics or chem-
istry. Chan held a 3.79 GPA, 
is the recipient of a Guttman 
Transfer Scholarship and 
will go on to study psychol-
ogy at Hunter College.

Yueli Chen held a 3.958 
GPA and received an associ-
ate degree in Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. She hopes to 
work toward a baccalaure-
ate degree in Chemical Engi-
neering at Stony Brook Uni-
versity.

Daomi Burch is a star 
on the women’s basketball 

Graduates listen to speeches from elected officials and administration 
of York College to celebrate the class of 2016's commencement. Family 
members and well-wishers filled in the back and around the sides of the 
tent. Photo by Nat Valentine

QCC President Diane Call (l) ,state Sen. Toby Stavisky (r) and her son, 
political consultant Evan Stavisky. Courtesy of Queensborough CC

Queens College graduates celebrate the end of their college journey at the commencement ceremony. 
Photo courtesy Queens College/Simone Caprifogli

Grads walk at annual 
QCC commencement

York College fetes Class of ’16

QC students move on
Queens College holds 92nd graduation ceremony

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36
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POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — Police were asking for 

the public’s help in locating a person of 
interest in connection with an assault 
that occurred May 29. 

At about 9:47 p.m. that evening, an 
unknown woman entered the emer-
gency room of Jamaica Hospital ac-
companying a 20-year-old man who 
had suffered a gunshot wound, police 
said. Before anyone was able to learn 
her identity, the woman left the hospi-
tal, according to the NYPD.

Police also released a photo and 
video of the person of interest, who 
was described by police as an Hispanic 
woman who was last seen wearing a 
pink shirt, a white skirt with vertical 
lines and white shoes. Police asked 
anyone with information to call the 
NYPD Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 
(800) 577-TIPS or to submit tips online 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police were 
searching for a suspect in a Long Is-
land City grand larceny.

A 40-year-old woman was ap-
proached on the street by an unknown 
man in front of 12-09 Jackson Ave. May 
25, police said. The man asked the vic-
tim for a cigarette and when she said 
she didn’t have one, the man snatched 
her cellphone out of her hand and fled 
to the Jackson Avenue No. 7 subway 
station, police said.

There were no injuries reported as 
a result of the incident.

The suspect was described as a His-
panic man, 5-foot-11 around 180 pounds 
with short hair. He was last seen wear-
ing light colored shorts, light colored 
T-shirt and black sneakers.

Anyone with information is asked 
the call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

QUEENS VILLAGE—Police were looking for 
a resident of the Creedmoor Psychiatric Center 
in Queens Village who went missing over the 
weekend.

Dennis Green, 69, was last seen Saturday 
about 5:35 p.m. in the vicinity of Winchester Bou-
levard, according to the police. 

Officials said Green suffers from schizophre-
nia, bipolar disorder and dementia.

He was described by police as a black man, 
5-foot-6-tall, with brown eyes and weighing 172 
pounds. 

The investigation was ongoing, according to 
a police spokesman. 

Police released this image of a woman who 
they would like to speak with about an as-
sault. Photo courtesy NYPD

Queens Village man reported missing: Cops

Suspect in LIC robbery sought: Police

Woman dumped gunshot victim at ER: NYPD

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

CK Students Celebrate  
the Gatsby Era

Christ the King High School students gathered in their glamorous 

“Roaring 20’s” attire at the culmination of Ms. Mayer-Foley’s English 

class reading of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s  “The Great Gatsby”.  Student’s 

reenacted the time period through creating news reports, research 

documentaries, and performing songs and dances from the era.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. 

Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by 

The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s 

current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; 

Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, 

Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; 

and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Police release this image of a man suspect-
ed in a grand larceny in Long Island City. 

NYPD

DENNIS GREEN
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718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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The Vietnam War has been on the mind of Queens 
again with recent events bringing back memories of 
a turbulent era when the country was polarized by 
the conflict.

In late May Borough President Melinda Katz an-
nounced she finally had the funding for a Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial for the 420 Queens residents who 
gave their lives in the unpopular war. Eight years 
ago she had secured $500,000 while in the City Coun-
cil and just added another $1.5 million from her dis-
cretionary funds for the long-awaited memorial.

Pointing out that Queens has more veterans than 
any other borough, Katz said the idea for the memo-
rial originated with the soldiers who lived here and 
wanted the sacrifices made by fellow vets recognized. 

It will be built at the former site of the Elmhurst 
gas tanks, which dominated the skyline until they 
were torn down in 2001 and somehow captured the 
spirit of the 1960s and 1970s in Queens.

As young men were drafted to fight in Southeast 
Asia, the streets in New York City and across the na-
tion were filled with anti-war protesters. For Ameri-
cans serving in Vietnam, the support from home was 
in question and many became disillusioned. When 
they returned, there were few parades and the wel-
come was muted at best.

“The Queens Vietnam Veterans Memorial will 
help address that historical wrong by honoring all 
Queens residents who gave their lives in the con-
flict,” said John Rowan, an Elmhurst native and 
president of the Vietnam Veterans of America.

Pat Toro, late head of the Queens chapter of the 
group, had fought for years for the memorial before 
he died of Agent Orange, the herbicide that has killed 
thousands of Vietnam vets.

 The death of boxing great Muhammed Ali re-
minded us of the sacrifice he made by refusing to 
serve in Vietnam on religious and racial grounds in 
1967.  He was stripped of his world heavyweight title 
and not allowed back into the ring for four years un-
til after the Supreme Court lifted his conviction on 
draft evasion charges.

  Vilified by some and extolled by others for his 
stand, Ali became America’s conscience as a civil 
rights leader, devoted Muslim and humanitarian.

 Last month President Obama visited Hanoi, 
where he announced the end of the U.S. arms embar-
go despite reservations that Vietnam still had to im-
prove its human rights record. But China was rum-
bling in the background, which forced the move.

More than 40 years after Saigon fell, Vietnam still 
has a powerful hold on this country.  The Queens me-
morial will help us heal the old wounds and move on.

HONORING OUR VETS

Pan Am shelter is a complete failure
Since day one, the conversion 

of the Pan Am hotel into a home-
less shelter has been an abysmal 
failure in terms of transparency. 
The de Blasio administration 
and the Department of Homeless 
Services blatantly disregarded 
various laws and even circum-
vented procedures to ensure the 
landlords and Samaritan Village 
receive their lucrative contracts.

Despite admitting that the 
Pan Am hotel was not a suitable 
facility to become a family home-
less shelter, as it lacks a kitchen 
in each unit, DHS and Samaritan 
Village began smuggling home-
less families into the building in 
May 2014. Local elected officials 
and the community board were 
notified weeks later when it was 
already a “done” deal and no in-

put or objections could be voiced.
As the contract was awarded 

under an emergency declaration, 
Samaritan Village was spared 
scrutiny of how it used almost $1 
million in state funds. The land-
lords were not required to clear 
violations with “Class-1” severity 
or install necessary fire alarm 
upgrades in order to accommo-
date up to 216 families with chil-
dren for the long run.

After uncovering the details of 
the contract under the Freedom 
of Information Law, Elmhurst 
United has discovered something 
even more egregious. Mayor de 
Blasio wants to use government 
money to fund the installation 
of kitchens, so the landlord can 
qualify as a legitimate family 
homeless shelter. Taxpayers are 

already paying $3,700 a month to 
house homeless families of three 
or four people in a room no larger 
than 250 square feet. Now, de Bla-
sio wants to go give the landlord 
an additional $3 million to fulfill 
critical requirements as a family 
homeless shelter.

For the Pan Am homeless shel-
ter, there seem to be more ques-
tions than answers on the con-
duct of the mayor’s office. Why is 
de Blasio so accommodating and 
hell-bent on awarding 7900 Devel-
opment LLC and Samaritan Vil-
lage this contract? There needs 
to be oversight and adherence to 
laws and regulations regarding 
monies spent.

Anna Orjuela
Member of Elmhurst United
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WINDSOR PARK

STREET FAIR
To Benefit P.S. 205

Sunday, June 12, 2016
11am - 4pm

75th Ave between Bell Blvd and 210th Street

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE WP MANAGEMENT OFFICE:  718.776.8300
RAIN DATE: SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016

RIDES CARNIVAL GAMES ARTS & CRAFTS

FOOD & REFRESHMENTS ENTERTAINMENT
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A
s our school year draws 
to a close, one must eval-
uate what our students 
have accomplished and 

what more they could have 
done if there was proper fund-
ing. Too many schools need 
refurbishing and more fund-
ing for supplies and modern 
equipment. Too many school 
use closets as classrooms, 
have laboratories which are 
just old, and have dilapidated 
halls and rooms. 

Many schools do not have 
supplies such as paper or cray-
ons or modern equipment. Too 
many teachers spend their 
own money to buy classroom 
supplies. Many schools ask 

parents to send in paper and 
glue and crayons and paper 
towels and tissues so their 
children can have supplies.

It is the middle-class 
schools which have limited 
money for disposable supplies. 
Why do some schools ask par-
ents to send in supplies to the 
classroom and printing pa-
per to the main office? While 
schools in poorer neighbors 
get more money, it is usu-
ally not enough.  How many 
schools do not let students 
write in workbooks because 
there is not enough money to 
buy more workbooks? Why do 
some schools ask parents to 
buy textbooks for their chil-
dren?

Some schools do innovative 
things to fix up their schools. 
Old, dilapidated lockers built 
into halls are painted by art 
class students and covered 
with bright murals. Too many 
students have to sell candy or 
balloons or knickknacks to 

provide more money for school 
trips or student government 
needs or uniforms for teams. 
Why can’t the school system 
provide money for disposable 
student needs?

Some of the first things the 
school budget cuts when there 
is a shortage of money are art 
or music or gym or the needs 
of the special needs children. 
There programs are the heart 
of many schools and should 
not be underfunded. Why do 
middle class parents have to 
pay for some of these programs 
themselves?

Years ago, tuition at city 
two-year colleges was paid for 
by the city. Why is the price of 
public city and state colleges 
so expensive? Poor people can 
get all kinds of grants, but the 
middle class, who have clawed 
themselves upward, are faced 
with high college costs for 
their children. There is lots 
of money around in the city 
if the government will just 

use it wisely. The Department 
of Buildings could generate 
so much more money if they 
would just collect the fines 
levied for illegal actions. Some 
illegal construction should be 
fined at a higher rate to make 
them really stop.

Too much money is going 
to charter schools, with high 
salaries for the managers, 
expensive private companies 
providing services with no 
check on them by city, state or 
federal regulators. Too many 
charter schools look “good” 
because they do not enroll 
low-functioning special needs 
children or low-functioning 
ESL students or children from 
dysfunctional families. 

Our federal government is 
spending billions of dollars 
on the wars in Iraq and Syria 
and Afghanistan and in Libya 
and in the past in Vietnam and 
what used to be Yugoslavia. It 
is amazing how many of these 
places are now tourist stops 

and how many are trading 
with us now. We try to make 
Afghanistan a stable place. 
It never was a country but a 
collection of tribes and clans. 
The Middle East was owned 
by the Ottoman Empire and 
just divided up by the British 
and the French with disregard 
for tribal allegiances and reli-
gious differences.

The Shiites and Sunnis are 
Muslims have co-existed for 
centuries, but we try to work 
with countries with majorities 
or minorities of these now at 
odds with each other groups 
and we spend billions of dol-
lars there which we could 
better use for our schools, in-
frastructure, STEM programs 
and job training programs. 
Doesn’t anyone realize that 
if we remove Assad in Syria 
then his Alawite Muslims will 
become millions of refuges 
also seeking places to live?

W
hen your grand-
mother dies,  every-
one knows what to 
do. Send a note, or at 

least express condolences. But 
when a neighbor in your apart-
ment building dies, there isn’t 
really any protocol, maybe 
because there are so many dif-
ferent kinds of neighbors: The 
ones who live to clomp, the 
ones who put their garbage in 
the recycling, the “Hi, how are 
you?” buddies who chat for the 
length of an elevator ride. 

But as I walk past the door 
of my neighbor who died on 
Wednesday, my heart does 
a weird little plop, and my 
eyes sting. She was 95, so you 
couldn’t call it an untimely 
death. But with her went a 
piece of joy wrapped in neigh-

borly obligation. 
Lolita Llora Walters was 

born to immigrants from 
Spain, in 1921. I can tell you 
her whole life story because 
every other day or so, I would 
try to stop by her home, in part 
for fun and in part because the 
thought of her sitting there 
watching television by herself 
made me queasy. Most of the 
times when I’d knock on the 
door I was greeted by a cheery 
but exasperated, “Where have 
you been?” 

Into the armchair next to 
hers I’d sink, in an apartment 
decorated in Old Lady Classic: 
China plates in the breakfront, 
a cuckoo clock on the wall. 
Figurines of birds, dogs and 
saints sat on the shelves un-
der seascapes and city scenes. 
These shared the wall with a 
few animal paintings by a fam-
ily friend named Mr. Levine, 
long dead, who used to be an 
illustrator for the World Wild-
life Fund. Many days Lolita 
would point to a Levine of me-
ticulously rendered antelopes 
grazing against a stark white 
background and explain, “Mr. 

Levine did not like to paint 
sky.” 

For my part, especially as 
Lolita grew more and more 
housebound, I’d try to give her 
a taste of the outside world. 

“Work was insane today,” 
I’d say. Or, “I’ve just been mak-
ing soup,” and I’d give her a 
little overview of the shopping 
I’d done in the neighborhood. 
Then we’d share everything 
from gossip to history. Here’s a 
bit of the latter:

When Lolita was 7—that’s 
1928—her older cousins were 
being taken by their parents 
to study at a convent in Que-
bec. Lolita joined them for 
the journey but when they got 
there, the cousins hated it. Not 
Lolita! She begged to stay. Al-
though she was an only child 
and the cousins were heading 
home, her parents acquiesced. 
Thus was Lolita educated by 
French-speaking nuns until 
she was 17.  

Summers and holidays 
she’d come back home to 
Queens, and so she remem-
bers going to the movies with 
her parents. She saw the Shir-

ley Temple musical “Bright 
Eyes”—featuring the song 
“On the Good Ship Lollipop”—
when it was a brand new hit. 
She attended the opening of 
Radio City Music Hall. When 
my family watched old movies 
on Netflix, Lolita would some-
times join us, because for her, 
Charlie Chaplin wasn’t film 
history. He was the guy she 
grew up watching. 

“They don’t make movies 
like that anymore,” she’d say, 
and she was right. Now the 
movies talk.

When Lolita graduated 
high school, she moved out 
to California and quickly got 
married. By age 20 she had her 
daughter, Linda—a little girl 
so pretty that Lolita’s friend 
told her, “You should put her 
in the movies.” That friend 
was Betty White.

Everything changed when 
Lolita’s husband, a pilot, died 
in a car crash when Lolita was 
about 22. She moved back to 
Queens to be near family and 
raised her daughter here.

I heard a lot about the 
daughter, including the fact, 

revealed to me very early on 
after we moved into the build-
ing in 2010, that she had died 
from rheumatoid arthritis 
about 20 years ago. That meant 
Lolita had no immediate fam-
ily, which made being able to 
tell stories about Linda in her 
high-school years (bullied) or 
Linda at college (brilliant) or 
Linda’s nursing career (a true 
calling, she worked with kids 
with cancer) even more urgent. 
Other moms could talk about 
what their kids or grandkids 
were up to. Lolita didn’t have 
that luxury. 

I couldn’t take the place 
of her beloved daughter. I 
wasn’t related. I wasn’t always 
around. I didn’t stay that long, 
most visits. But my mom is 
gone, and so was her child. 

A neighbor dies and it’s not 
like losing a grandmother.

But sometimes … it sort of 
is. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

To achieve more, our schools need more support

Saying goodbye to a neighbor and friend
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
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I
f Muhammad Ali had ex-
celled as a baseball player 
instead of as a professional 
boxer, he would probably 

have charmed us with his poet-
ry and boundless ego well into 
the 21st century. He would not 
have been a shell of his former 
self at 42, when a neurological 
disease tragically began its 
slow assault on his body.

The United States is much 
better off because the man who 
rose to fame for his unique 
fighting skills actually refused 
to fight in a senseless war. “I 
ain’t got no quarrel with them 
Vietcong,” he famously said 
in 1967, words that were once 
scorned but are now revered. 
The pacifist burned bright in 

the volcanic 1960s and ’70s.
As a child, I admired this 

incredible athlete who had a 
mouth and an ego almost as 
huge as his biceps. Today, I feel 
guilty and angry at myself and 
our society for sending men 
like Ali, Sonny Liston, Joe 
Frazier, George Foreman and 
countless others into a ring 
that even the ancient Romans 
would have found barbaric.

We applaud as they pummel 
each other, trying to knock 
each other unconscious, at-
tempting to deliver painful 
bodily injury—behavior that 
outside of the ring usually 
leads to jail sentences. 

And it isn’t just boxing—on 
any given Sunday during the 
NFL season (or Thursday or 
Monday), we revere our gladi-
ators as they ram their heads 
into each other at breakneck 
speeds, delivering punishing 
body blows that rattle the en-
tire skeleton, and then retire 
to live lives of quiet despera-
tion. We are just now realizing 

that these “innocent” battles 
actually lead to brain disease, 
dementia, mental illness and a 
high incidence of suicide.

Even Ali, at the peak of his 
popularity in 1970, realized he 
was the victim of exploitation.

“They stand around and 
say, ‘Good fight, boy. You’re 
a good boy; good goin’,’ ” Ali 
said in a quote rarely men-
tioned in the many obituaries: 
“They don’t look at fighters to 
have brains. They don’t look at 
fighters to be businessmen, or 
human, or intelligent. Fight-
ers are just brutes that come to 
entertain the rich white peo-
ple. Beat up on each other and 
break each other’s noses, and 
bleed, and show off like two 
little monkeys for the crowd. 
And half the crowd is white. 
We’re just like two slaves in 
that ring. The masters get two 
of us big old black slaves and 
let us fight it out while they 
bet: ‘My slave can whup your 
slave.’ That’s what I see when I 
see two black people fighting.”

True. In boxing, the vast 
majority of combatants are 
African American. Ali was 
merely the most famous. But 
the sports that lionize behav-
ior that led to his premature 
demise are playing out daily 
in boxing rings all over the 
country. On football fields. In 
hockey rinks.

As this assault on the heads 
of young athletes continues, 
we simply shrug our shoulders 
and try to look away. We go into 
denial when we see hundreds 
of retired football players start 
to lose their memory and their 
sanity and become homeless, 
mentally ill and suicidal.

It’s coincidental, say the 
“masters” that Ali referred to. 
It has nothing to do with the 
blows to the head. See the mov-
ie “Concussion” starring Will 
Smith as an iconoclastic doc-
tor and tell me that you have 
any doubts about the cause of 
this epidemic of brain disease 
in retired athletes.

A young Muhammad Ali 

woke up a nation to a fight that 
was not worth killing and dy-
ing for in Vietnam. His heroic 
pacifism was vindicated by the 
Supreme Court when it ruled 
unanimously in his favor. He 
became a powerful symbol 
of opposition to an immoral 
war. He inspired many who 
did not see the purpose of go-
ing to Southeast Asia to die in 
a war that shouldn’t have been 
fought in the first place.

In his very public death, 
after 30 years of bearing wit-
ness to the ravages of a war 
of fists and blows to the head 
that continues to be part of our 
national culture, perhaps Ali 
will wake us up again.

Muhammad Ali suffered 
for our sins.

Now we should honor his 
words.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY and a for-
mer candidate for Mayor. Com-
ments or questions? tallon@
cityandstateny.com

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

B
orn on June 8, 1925 at 
Booth Memorial Hospi-
tal in Flushing, Queens, 
Barbara Pierce Bush 

was first lady of the United 
States during the Presidency of 
George H.W. Bush. Prior to the 
1989-1993 Bush Presidency, the 
Queens native served as second 
lady during the Reagan years. 

Coming from a family tree 
steeped in presidential histo-
ry, Barbara Bush is a descen-
dant of President Franklin 
Pierce and is the only Ameri-
can woman aside from Abigail 
Adams to be both a wife and 
a mother of a president of the 
United States. Not only is she 

the mother of the 43rd Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, but 
also of the 43rd governor of 
Florida, Jeb Bush, who ran for 
president on the Republican 
ticket in the 2016 elections. 
During her time as first lady, 
she founded the Barbara Bush 
Foundation to encourage read-
ing and increase literacy. 

The future Barbara Bush 
was raised in Rye, N.Y., the 
third child of Pauline and 
Marvin Pierce. Her father was 
president of the McCall Cor-
poration, a women’s magazine 
publisher. During her time 
at boarding school at Ashley 
Hall in Charleston, S.C., she 
met a handsome young man 
at a dance during Christmas 
break. Barbara Pierce later 
married that man, a naval 
aviator named George Bush, 
in early 1945.

After World War II, the 
young couple settled down to 
domestic life, although they 
have moved some 20 times in 
their marriage due to George 
Bush’s business and political 
career. Barbara Bush had six 
children, including Pauline, 
who tragically died of leuke-
mia at age 3 in 1953. 

First putting down roots 
in Texas, Barbara Bush was 
at her husband’s side at every 
step of his rapidly rising politi-
cal career. When not looking 
after the young Bush brood, 
she immersed herself in chari-
ties and Republican women’s 
groups in Washington after 
George’s election to the House 
of Representatives in 1966. Fol-
lowing a series of political ap-
pointments in Washington and 
New York, the Bushes made 
their first foray overseas when 
George Bush became the head 
of the U.S. Liaison Office in the 
People’s Republic of China.

After returning stateside, 
George decided to run for pres-
ident in 1980. Barbara Bush 
caused a stir among Republi-
cans when she declared her 

support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment and staked out a 
pro-choice position on abor-
tion. Nevertheless, Ronald 
Reagan selected George Bush 
as his vice president, and the 
Bushes formed a winning tick-
et with President Reagan and 
first lady Nancy Reagan, also 
a native of Flushing.  

After the vice president 
 declared his candidacy for the 
Presidency in 1988, Barbara 
Bush joined George on the cam-
paign trail and became only 
the second candidate’s spouse 
to speak at the party conven-
tion nominating her husband. 
On the campaign trail and 
later in the White House, the 
first lady placed emphasis 
on traditional family activi-
ties such as church and was 
known across the nation for 
her grandmotherly white hair 
and disinterest in designer 
clothing. She summed up her 
traditional views of work and 
family life by stating “I don’t 
fool around with his office,” 
speaking of her husband, “and 
he doesn’t fool around with my 
household.”

Descendant of a president, 
second Lady, first lady, first 
mother. Pillar of strength to 
a family engaged in genera-
tions of public service. No one 
could have foreseen the whirl-
wind of a life that awaited a 
baby named Barbara Pierce 
when she entered the world 91 
years ago this month. Nowa-
days, the Bushes split their 
time between Houston and 
Kennebunkport, Me. Barbara 
Bush is still engaged in philan-
thropy, serving on the boards 
of AmeriCares and the Mayo 
Clinic, and continues her fight 
for literacy with the Barbara 
Bush Foundation. 

Notable Quote: At the end of 
your life, you will never regret 
not having passed one more 
test, not winning one more 
verdict or not closing one more 
deal. You will regret time not 
spent with a husband, a friend, 
a child, or a parent. 

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

First lady’s eventful life began in Flushing

Muhammad Ali still has lessons to teach us

n

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Arverne and Glen 
Oaks branches of the Queens 
Public Library were two of 
the five grand prize winners 
of the third annual New York 
City Neighborhood Library 
Awards. Each will receive a 
gift of $20,000.

“These institutions are 
much more than just librar-
ies,” said Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton), 
whose district includes the 
Arverne branch. “This is a 
place where people come to get 
everyday resources.”

Richards was one of the 
more than 250 guests at the 
ceremony held Tuesday eve-
ning at the Hearst Tower in 
Manhattan. The “Oscars of the 
Libraries” were initiated by 
the Stavros Niarchos Founda-
tion and the Charles H. Revson 
Foundation to honor public li-
braries doing exemplary work 
in their communities. 

“From ESOL classes for 
new immigrants, to after-

school safe havens for at-risk 
youth, these institutions play 
a critical role in shaping the 
lives of New Yorkers all across 

the city,” said Julie Sandorf, 
president of the Charles H. 
Revson Foundation. “To keep 
up with the high demand for 

programs and services, we 
must continue to invest in our 
libraries.”

Ten nominees were chosen 
after the foundation received 
nominations from over 19,000 
people, an increase of more 
than 40 percent from the prior 
year’s awards. Branches in 
Inwood in Manhattan, Mor-
risania in the Bronx and Sun-
set Park in Brooklyn were the 
other grand prize winners. In 
addition to the Glen Oaks and 
Arverne branches, the Far 
Rockaway branch was in the 
list of 10 finalists and will re-
ceive an award of $10,000.

A panel of judges, including 
authors Stacy Schiff, Jelani 
Cobb and Angela Flournoy, 
selected the grand prize win-
ners. 

Nicole Gordon, the Arverne 
branch manager, said she 
hoped some of the funding 
would be used to purchase 
books on Judaism to service 
a large Jewish population in 
Arverne. She said the library 
offered classes in OSHA-certi-

fication, resumé building and 
a multitude of other services.

“We try to be a warm and 
inviting place,” she said. “We 
want customers to feel like 
they’re at home.”

Richards lauded the work 
being done in the Far Rock-
away and Arverne branches, 
and noted the essential role 
they played within the com-
munities he served.

“When you walk in the 
library, everybody’s all the 
same,” he said. “No matter 
what your socioeconomic sta-
tus is, your religion, your cul-
ture, you’re accepted when you 
walk through those doors.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Nicole Gordon, the manager of the Arverne public library branch, 
stands with Rich Reyes-Gavilan, one of the judges for the New York City 
Neighborhood Library Awards. The branch was awarded $20,000. 

Photo by Gerri Hernandez (courtesy of NYC Neighborhood Library Awards)

‘Oscars of the Libraries’ celebrates Qns branches
Foundations distribute prizes of $20,000 to mark outstanding work in the fi ve boroughs

Tuesday, June 21  8:00AM - 2:00PM
Museum of the Moving Image  36-01 35th Ave, LIC

To see the schedule and register for this event, visit summit.licpartnership.org

Long Island City Partnership invites you to the 3rd Annual

LIC SUMMIT: IDEAS & IMPACTS

Daniel Arsham 
Snarkitecture

Eric Benaim 
Modern Spaces

Peter Cafiero  
MTA New York City Transit

Cameron Clark 
Hornblower

Janet Corcoran 
Laguardia Community College

Carl Goodman 
Museum of the Moving Image

Angie Kamath 
Per Scholas

Gary Kesner 
Silvercup Studios

Paula Kirby 
Plaxall

Elizabeth Lusskin 
LIC Partnership

Thomas McKnight 
NYC Economic Development 

Corporation

Luis Nava 
Brooks Brothers

Jeffrey Nelson 
NYC Economic Development 

Corporation

Joshua Schneps 
Schneps Communications/LIC Flea 

& Food

Chris Shehadeh 
Tishman Speyer

Doug Stayman 
Cornell Tech

Alan Suna 
Silvercup Studios 

Dennis Walcott 
Queens Public Library

Carrie White 
GUM Studios

Thomas K. Wright 
Regional Plan Association

Featured Speakers Include:
Carolyn B Maloney US Congresswoman NYS Senator NYC Council Majority Leader  

Deputy Queens Borough President NYC Economic Development Corporation  
NYC Department of City Planning & City Planning Commission Partnership for New York City 

Empire State Development & NY State Department of Economic Development

Co-Hosted By

Media Sponsors �

� �

Additional Speakers to be Announced!

For more hyper-local Queens 
news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“LET’S MAKE A DEAL”
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BY MARK HALLUM

City Parks Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver along with Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle Village),  CB 
9, and Maryann Keller cut the ribbon 
on the newly renovated Mary Whalen 
Park Friday for a full reconstruction of 
the playground. The renovations come 
as an update to make the park safer 
and more engaging, with pre-school 
and pre-teen play areas as a spray 
shower area. 

“As much as we want children to 
have fun in our parks, we more im-
portantly want them to be safe while 
having fun in our parks. And I am con-
fident that this reconstruction project 
will allow that,” Silver said. 

Funding for the project came from 
Crowley’s office, which provided $1 
million and an additional $850,000 
mayoral funding. 

“I am thrilled with this new and 
improved playground and know it will 
benefit Woodhaven and all of Queens 
for generations to come,” Crowley said. 
“Renovating this site is part of my on-
going commitment to improving For-
est Park, because it is such an integral 
part of our community for growing 
children and their families.”

Keller is the daughter of Mary 
Whalen.

The park is dedicated to the mem-
ory of Mary Whalen, a Woodhaven 
resident who served her community 

for years in the Woodhaven Women’s 
Democratic Club, the Woodhaven Se-
nior Center, and the Supreme Council 
of the Columbiettes. Whalen lived a 
block from the park and was known 
for hosting cleanups and enjoying the 
space with her children and grandchil-
dren before her death in 1987.

The park had no name until 1990, 
when Councilman Arthur Katzman of-
ficially dedicated the play area in her 
name.

BY MARK HALLUM

Bayside High School took in its 
first wave of students on March 16, 
1936. Now the Alumni Association is 
throwing a two-day bash this week-
end to acknowledge a long tradition 
of excellence in education at the 80th 
anniversary celebration of the school’s 
founding.

Day One will be an art show  Fri-
day with a performance  produced by 
students from the music program. Day 
Two will be a gala event Saturday in 
which Lifetime Service Awards will be 

awarded to state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) for financial contributions, 
while Alice Hartley, the assistant prin-
cipal, and Stephen Piorkowski , a phys-
ical education teacher, will receive 
posthumous Lifetime Service Awards. 

Because of the success of participa-
tory budgeting in his district, Vallone 
will be honored for giving  the school’s 
Music Education Complex $450,000 in 
discretionary funds. The Bayside HS 
music program received the highest 
number of votes for this funding in the 
district.

BY MARK HALLUM

The annual Fort Totten 4th of July 
fireworks show will again be spon-
sored by Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside). The event will take place 
June 29 and will be hosted in partner-
ship with the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs.

The Independence Day celebration 
will begin at 6:30 p.m., and will feature 
music prior to the fireworks show at 

9:15 p.m. 
Parking will be available at Fort 

Totten, Bay Terrace shopping center 
and Clearview Golf Course, with bus 
transportation to and from the latter 
two provided by Vallo.

Yellow buses will run attendees 
from the parking lot at Clearview Golf 
Course to Fort Totten and from 213th 
Street and 23rd Avenue to Fort Totten. 
Transportation services will run be-
tween 6 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 

The Parks Department and Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley cut the ribbon on the 
newly renovated Mary Whalen Park on 
Friday, June 3. Courtesy of NYC Parks

Fort Totten fi reworks will return

Bayside High turns 80

Whalen Park revived
FREE

ADMISSION

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens
#ONLYINQUEENS

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

ONLY IN QUEENS SUMMER FESTIVAL  
SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2016 AT 1:00PM 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens

Featuring Mack Wilds, Kid ‘n Play and Ginuwine
Music by Queens’ own DJ Camilo

CONCERT AT 4:30PM

Sponsored by:

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Scott Stringer 
Comptroller, City of New York

NYC Parks 

 York

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz presents

FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN
Delta Air Lines Scavenger Hunt, United States Tennis Association activities, 
meet Mr. Met, face painting and more

TOURS & CULTURE
NYS Pavilion, Queens Mobile Library, Queens Theatre, Queens Museum and 
cultural performances by The Queens Cartoonists, Radio Jarocho, Kumbakín, FJ 
Music, and Zikrayat.

FOOD & CRAFT VENDORS
In partnership with the Queens International 
Night Market

Proudly Sponsored By:

#ONLYINQUEENS
queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

EXHIBITS
Memorabilia from the original 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs, Classic Cars, Hong Kong Dragon Boat
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LUMINETTE® PRIVACY SHEERS

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(PLUS $100 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

$100 REBATE*
APRIL 12—JUNE 27, 2016

From glare to glow.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/12/16 – 6/27/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the 
product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a 
collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable 
law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and 
rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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BY BILL PARRY

New York-Presbyterian/
Queens celebrated the grand 
opening of a new state-of-the-
art Orthopedics and Sports 
Medicine Center in Jackson 
Heights last week. The facil-
ity, located at 72-06 Northern 
Blvd., is a community teach-
ing hospital affiliated with 
Weill Cornell Medicine. It 
serves Queens and metro New 
York residents.

“Let’s keep the residents 
of Queens in Queens for their 
health care,” New York-Pres-
byterian/Queens Chief Oper-
ating Officer Jaclyn Mucaria 
said. “This magnificent new 
site is but one example of our 
desire to expand our footprint 
in the borough, to reach more 
residents in their own neigh-
borhood.”

Patients at the New York-
Presbyterian Medical Group/
Queens Orthopedics and 
Sports Medicine Center will 
receive consultation, rehabili-

tation therapy and other ser-
vices all under the same roof.

In addition to providing 
general orthopedic surgery, 
the team of fellowship-trained 
and board-certified physicians 
and surgeons are subspecial-
ists in sports medicine, trau-
ma, hand and upper-extremity 
conditions, foot and ankle dis-
orders, joint replacement and 
spinal programs. The team is 

complemented by physiatrists 
as well as physical and occupa-
tional therapists.

“We are committed to the 
borough of Queens,” Dr. Jef-
frey Rosen said. “Our doctors 
are like the borough, multi-
ethnic and multi-lingual. 
Many of them grew up here 
and have returned to serve 
their community.”

BY BILL PARRY

A Dutch Kills nightclub 
has closed down after numer-
ous incidents of violence, in-
cluding the shooting of a liv-
ery cab driver in March. 

Roberto Castillo, 34, was 
shot in the head as he was 
dropping off passengers in 
front of Club Purlieu, at 36-
04 34th St., March 4. He sur-
vived, but there have been no 
arrests and the investigation 
was ongoing, according to 
the NYPD.

The incident resulted in 
pressure from elected and 
community leaders and 
sweeps by the 114th Precinct 
and the State Liquor Author-
ity found multiple violations. 
A spokesman for the state 
Liquor Authority said the 
owners offered to cancel the 
license and will not reopen.

“The residents that live 
around this club no longer 
have to deal with the loud 
noise, quality-of-life nuisanc-
es or threats of violence that 

were associated with this 
establishment,” said Capt. 
Peter Fortune, commander 
of the 114th Precinct. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) called 
the nightspot a bad business 
and a bad neighbor.

“Club Purlieu was a clear 
and present danger to Dutch 
Kills, turning a residential 
neighborhood into a violent 
hotspot,” Van Bramer said.

Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) said 
the club was notorious for vi-
olent activity, shootings, fire-
safety violations and alcohol-
related violations.

“We are heartened to 
learn that the club is now 
closed and will not continue 
to threaten our quality of life 
and public safety,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

New York-Presbyterian/Queens opens a new state-of-the-art 
Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Center in Jackson Heights. 

Photo New York-Presbyterian/Queens

Dutch Kills strip club
closed down for good

New sports medicine facility
opens its doors in Jax Hgts.

Event Admission
$75 until June 20
$100 at the door

REGISTER ONLINE AT
www.QueensRealEstateExpo.com

John Banks
REBNY

Tyler Morse
MCR Development

Patricia Dunphy
Rockrose Development

Michael Mattone
The Mattone Group

Michael Meyer
F&T Group

Seth Pinsky 
RXR Realty

Chris Capece
AvalonBay Communities

Join Leading Companies & Industry Experts
to Discuss Opportunities in this Booming Real Estate Market!

Industry Experts Share Valuable Information:

Tuesday, June 21st - Terrace on the Park

Melinda Katz
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nyp.org/medgroupqueens

Our new Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Center offers a comprehensive 

range of specialty services including joint replacement surgery and rehab. 

We also treat injury to knees, hips, shoulders, elbows, and more. All with 

the high quality of care you trust from NewYork-Presbyterian.

Conveniently located at 72-06 Northern Boulevard. 
To make an appointment, call 866-670-6824 (OUCH).

ORTHOPEDIC CARE 
FROM NEW YORK’S

 #1 HOSPITAL.
 NOW IN

Jackson Heights.
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Class act: A graduation day to remember

Thumbs up from some graduates at Queensborugh.  Courtesy of Queensborugh CC State Sen. Toby Stavisky becomes the fifth Presidential Medal recipient 
in Queensborough’s history. Courtesy of Queensborugh CC

It's over! Grads at Queens College toss their mortar boards at the end of the commence-
ment ceremony.  Courtesy of Queens College/Simone Caprifogli

(From l-r) Queens College President Félix V. Matos Rodriguez; commencement speak-
er Darren Walker, president, Ford Foundation and recipient of an honorary degree; and 
CUNY Chancellor James B. Milliken. Courtesy of Queens College/Dominick Totino

Sen. Charles Schumer, who rarely misses 
a York graduation ceremony, sticks to his 
promise to keep his speech short. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Eunice Udensi is the fifth York valedictorian 
in a row from the Chemistry Department.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

A smiling Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Julian Castro gives the commence-
ment address.   Courtesy of York College

   Queensborough Community College

   Queens College    York College
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Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment (HPD) is inviting developers to submit proposals for a new con-
struction project in the Hunter�s Point South section of Queens.

The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be available starting June 2, 2016 
on HPD�s website (www.nyc.gov/hpd).  Respondents can download the 
RFP at no charge and must register online to receive any updates or 
additional communications regarding the RFP.

A pre-submission conference will be held at 125 Worth Street, 2nd Floor 
Auditorium, New York, NY on June 17, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  Interested 
organizations are strongly encouraged to attend the conference.  If you 
are planning on attending the conference, please RSVP at the email 
address below.  People with disabilities requiring special accommoda-
tions to attend the pre-submission conference should contact Zlata Kob-
zantsev at the email address below. 

All proposals are due in hand no later than 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 1, 2016.  Detailed instructions are provided in the RFP.  

All communications must be IN WRITING to:

Zlata Kobzantsev   
NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development
Office of Neighborhood Strategies
100 Gold Street, 9X
New York, NY 10038      

HPSparcelFGrfp@hpd.nyc.gov
                                                                                                       

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Affordable Housing Development Opportunity in the 

Hunter�s Point South Neighborhood of Queens

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Alicia Glen

Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic Development
Vicki Been, Commissioner

All rights reserved. Vera Bradley is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.                                       © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Stop by the branch and receive a Travel Mug.
While supplies last.

Special Offer

Grand Prize Drawing*
40” LCD TV

First Prize Drawing*
Vera Bradley Large Duffel

*Sweepstakes date is Saturday, June 18, 2016. You do not need to be a customer of the Bank to enter and win. No purchase or bank transaction is necessary and it will not improve your chances of winning. One entry per person. The odds of winning the 
Grand Prize (40” LCD TV with an approximate retail value of $454.98) or the First Prize (Vera Bradley Large Duffel with an approximate retail value of $85.00) depend on the number of eligible entries received at the Deepdale 40th Anniversary Celebration 
taking place from Monday, June 13, 2016  through Saturday, June 18, 2016. Two prize winners will be selected by random Sweepstakes drawing on June 18, 2016 shortly after 2:00pm from all eligible entries submitted. The first random drawing will win the 
Grand Prize noted above. The second random drawing will win the First Prize noted above. You must be at least 18 years or older and a resident of the State of New York to enter. Entry Forms and Official Rules are available Monday, June 13, 2016 to Saturday, 
June 18, 2016 during normal business hours at the Deepdale branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 254-09 Horace Harding Expressway, Little Neck, NY 11362. For all terms and conditions of the Deepdale 
40th Anniversary Celebration, please visit http://www.myNYCB.com/promotion/deepdale.pdf or stop by the Deepdale branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 254-09 Horace Harding Expressway, Little Neck, 
NY 11362.     

Deepdale Branch: 254-09 Horace Harding Expressway • Little Neck, NY 11362 • (718) 423-8456

June 13th 

Join Us for Our
40th Anniversary Celebration

Enter
for your chance to win 

to 
June 18th

SPECIAL EVENT: 
Saturday, June 18th 12pm - 2pm

Free Popcorn
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Phife Dawg, a founding 
member of the celebrated 
hip-hop group A Tribe Called 
Quest, died earlier this year, 
and elected officials are seek-
ing to memorialize the St. Al-
bans native and his group. A 
new mural may grace the side 
of a Linden Boulevard store-
front soon, according to the of-
fice of Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans).

The mural would be cre-
ated on the side of Nu-Clear 
Cleaners on 192nd Street and 
Linden Boulevard. The store 
was featured in the group’s 
music video for “Check the 
Rhime,” the first single from 
their 1991 album “The Low 
End Theory.”

Malik Taylor, also known 
by his stage name Phife Dawg, 
died from complications from 
diabetes on March 22. He was 
45 years old and grew up in St. 
Albans. A memorial service 
was held for him at St. Albans 

Memorial Park April 4. 
A spokesman for Miller 

said he supported the creation 
of the mural, and also support-
ed a Change.org petition call-
ing for the city to rename Lin-
den Boulevard between 192nd 
and 193rd streets to “A Tribe 
Called Quest Boulevard.” 

“I fully support the idea of 
preserving a piece of hip-hop 
history for our future gen-
erations through a street co-
naming,” Miller said. “A Tribe 
Called Quest is as fundamen-
tally important to the history 

of Queens as the DJ or the MC 
is to hip-hop.”

Leroy McCarthy, who start-
ed the petition, said that the 
City Council might vote on the 
street re-naming towards the 
end of June.

“They put Linden Boule-
vard and St. Albans on the 
map,” he said, and noted that 
the store was renowned for its 
prominence in music video. 
“That became a landmark and 
a significant place in music 
history.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A stretch of 147th Street 
between Rockaway Boule-
vard and 123rd Avenue will 
be renamed “Anthony Ma-
son Way” in honor of the late 
New York Knicks forward. 
The ceremony is scheduled 
for Saturday and elected of-
ficials and members of the 
Mason family were expected 
to attend.

Mason grew up in south-
eastern Queens and attended 
Springfield Gardens High 
School, helping to lead the 
school’s basketball team to 
the 1983 Public School Ath-
letic League boys’ basketball 
city title. He later played 13 
seasons in the NBA and was 
a member of the New York 
Knicks from 1991 to 1996, av-
eraging 9.9 points and 7.1 re-
bounds per game during his 
years with the team.

After his NBA career, he 
was often seen around town 
in the southeastern Queens 
area, from stopping in at 

Proper Cafe on Linden Boule-
vard to getting haircuts at a 
barbershop on Parsons Bou-
levard. Mason died on Feb. 
28, 2015 at the age of 48 after 
suffering congestive heart 
failure. His funeral service 
was held at the Greater Allen 
A.M.E. Cathedral on Merrick 
Boulevard on March 6, 2015.

Earlier this year, the City 
Council approved the renam-
ing as part of a package of 
street re-namings through-
out the city. The ceremony 
will be held at 10 a.m. Attend-
ees will include Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) and 
state Assemblywoman Viv-
ian E. Cook (D-Jamaica).

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Mason to be honored 
with street renaming

Tribe Called Quest honored 
with new St. Albans mural

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

The hip-hop group A Tribe Called Quest may be celebrated with a mural 
on the side of a Linden Boulevard store. The mural design was created 
by Vince Ballentine.  Courtesy of Leroy McCarthy

Weigh in on the issues that 
matter to Queens by writing 
a letter to the editor. Send 
your opinions or comments 

to timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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FREE TELECONFERENCE PROGRAMS

FOR OLDER ADULTS
Brought to you by Queens Library’s Mail-A-Book Service

Socialize with other adults over 60 and remotely 
participate in educational, fun, and cultural programs. 

For more information and to register 
call 718-663-4558

July and August Teleconference Programs:
•   Skype Crosswords            •   Bingo
•   Book Discussions              •   Queens Museum Art Series
                                                        And More!

18304-5/16_Timesledger

ok Service

ms. 

er

Summer is almost here! The Summer in the City (SITC) learning program 

has several enhancements just for Renewal School students who are not 

required to attend summer school. 

Renewal School Students in:

� Grades 2 – 7 are encouraged to apply for STEM SITC, an innovative 

and engaging summer learning experience in science, technology, 

engineering, and math (STEM).

� Grades 8 – 11 who are on track to graduate and will attend a Renewal 

School in fall 2016 can apply to various summer enrichment programs.

To learn more about these programs and to apply online – please go to:  

schools.nyc.gov/RenewalSchools.

Deadline has been extended to Wednesday, June 15, 2016 

Summer Learning Opportunities for  
Renewal Schools Students 
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BY BILL PARRY

A 5K run and walk will 
take place in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Saturday to 
benefit victims of the tragic 
earthquake in Ecuador this 
spring. More than 660 people 
were killed, with more than 
27,000 injured. Over 80,000 
were left homeless during the 
April 16 quake, which reg-
istered a 7.8 on the Richter 
Scale. 

More than 560 schools and 
close to 10,000 buildings were 
damaged and the country’s 
reconstruction is expected 
to cost more than $3 billion. 
Nearly 22,000 people were left 
jobless in the hardest-hit areas 
along the Pacific coast.

The entry fee for the event 
is $25 and organizers are hop-
ing to raise $5,000 that would 
be donated to La Cruz Roja 
Ecuatoriana, the Red Cross of 

Ecuador.
Registration for the 5K run 

and walk will take place near 
the Unisphere between 7 and 
9 a.m. 

For more information con-

tact Maureen Tua at maureen-
tua@gmail.com.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY MADINA TOURE

For Queens mothers and 
fathers who can sing, dance, 
make people laugh or have 
other talents, state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) is hosting a tal-
ent show in Jamaica next 
week that will provide them 
with a platform to show off 
their talents.

The show, which has been 
dubbed “Who’s Got Talent?,” 
will take place June 17 at 
Catherine and Count Basie 
Middle School 72 at 133-25 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd. from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The event is being billed 
as a post-Mother’s Day, pre-
Father’s Day extravaganza. 
Attendance is free, but par-
ticipants must be a parent 
and be 21 years of age or older. 
To sign up for the talent show 
or to get tickets starting June 

10, contact Sanders’ district 
office at (718) 523-3069 or (718) 
327-7017.

Comedian Ray DeJon, 
host of the television shows 
“Video Music Box” and “Laf-
faholics Live,” will serve as 
the special guest emcee.

The winners will be se-
lected by a panel of big name 
celebrity judges who are 
prominent figures in the en-
tertainment industry. Details 
on the panel will be coming 
out soon.

Some of the prizes will in-
clude merchandise from de-
signer Steve Madden and Bad 
Boy Entertainment. Light re-
freshments will be served. 

 
Reach reporter Madina 

Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

�

��

OPEN HOUSE 
 Sunday, June 12th  

12-2pm 

23 Chestnut St, 
Garden City 

Quintessential Garden City Home: Stately Center Hall Colonial with 4-Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths and Full Size Staircase to 3rd Floor Stand-Up Attic on Classic Garden City 
Street. This Timeless Four-Sided Brick Home Boasts Original Craftsmanship Including Inlaid Hardwood Floors, Decorative Wall and Crown Moldings, Custom Built-ins 
and Grand Entry. Copper Yankee Gutters, Slate Roof, Full- Basement with Outside Entrance, Detach 2-Car Garage and Large Yard Spaces All on Shy Half Acre. Top-Rated 
School District & Near LIRR (0.02 Miles). Offered at $1,490,000. Call (516) 524-9009 For Further Details and to Schedule a Private Showing. ML# 2840549

Don Higgins Realty, Inc. (516) 524-9009 ∙ 57 Manhasset Ave, Manhasset NY 11030 ∙ 1564 Main Rd ∙ PO Box 855, Jamesport NY 11947

�

��

Runners and walkers are meeting at the Unisphere in Fushing Meadows 
Corona Park Saturday to raise money for survivors of the Ecuador earth-
quake. Photo by Michael Shain

5K run and walk to benefi t 
victims of Ecuador quake

Sanders talent show
 to star parents only

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 6/10/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/10/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

Selection
at Major World
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Queens kicks up its heels at Pride Parade

Mayor de Blasio (r) and Chirlane McCray speak at the Queens Pride Parade with Councilman Daniel Dromm (l). Rain did not dampen spirits for the march through Jackson Heights. 

Photos by Jessica Bal

BatalaNYC is an international music group, all female, that plays a style of samba drum-
ming called samba reggae from Brazil.

Royalty from the Imperial Court of New York at the Queens Pride Parade. 

Old friends meet during the march.

A beard and a big, Spanish-style burnoose seem an appropriate costume 
for the parade. 

And the crowd cheers!
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STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL

Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions un-
safe. Rain can fall any time of 
year, but tends to be most prob-
lematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause of 
weather-related vehicle crash-
es. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion notes that, between 2004 
and 2013, rain caused 573,784 
crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-
tions.

-
ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a ma-
jor contributor to wet-weather 
accidents. Drivers’ views may 
be hampered by falling pre-
cipitation and glare from wet 
roadways. Cloudy conditions 
and fog also compromise vis-
ibility. When using windshield 
wipers, turn on your head-
lights as well. This makes your 
vehicle more visible to other 
motorists and improves your 
own ability to see the road and 

pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accumu-
late oil and engine fluids that 
can float in rainwater, creating 
slippery road surfaces. This is 
usually a problem during the 
first few hours of a rainstorm 
or in areas that receive little 
precipitation and then are 
subjected to downpours. These 
fluids make rain-soaked roads 
even more slippery. Slow down, 
leave more room between ve-
hicles and try driving in the 
tracks left by vehicles ahead.

-
motive group AAA says hydro-
planing, when the tires rise up 
on a film of water, can occur 
with as little as 1 ⁄12 inch of wa-

ter on the road. The group goes 
on to say that tires have to dis-
place a gallon of water per sec-
ond to keep the rubber meet-
ing the road. Drivers should 
reduce their speeds to corre-
spond to the amount of water 
on the roadway. New tires can 
still lose some contact with the 
roadway, even at a speed as low 
as 35 mph. Therefore, reducing 
speed and avoiding hard brak-
ing and turning sharply can 
help keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 
Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you want 
to go and slowly ease up on the 
accelerator. 

important to maintain control 
over the vehicle in rainy con-
ditions, so avoid using cruise 
control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 
Washington’s head, start 

shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

-
ardous during good road con-
ditions and even more danger-
ous when visibility and other 
factors are compromised. 
Switch phones and other de-
vices off so you can fully focus 
on the road and other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At his first Queens Business Expo, the new Queens Library 
president, Dennis Walcott, is greeted at the power breakfast 
at Citi Field by Tom Grech, head of the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, which sponsors it.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Boy Scout Jared Henry Jagiello (r) is a legend at his St. 
Anastasia parish troop after earning 56 merit badges. 
Frederick Bedell Jr. (c) of the parish's Knights of Columbus 
Council presents the certificate that marks his promotion 
to Eagle Scout now.  Courtesy of St. Anastasia

An “Adopt-A-Block” pilot project to clean up the sidewalks 
on Roosevelt Avenue between Main and Union streets is 
launched with a seven-day push in downtown Flushing 
by volunteers from Flushing Earth Citizens. 

Courtesy of Flushing Earth Citizens

For the second year running, Early Scholars has taken home 
top honors at the NYC Urban Debate League, the largest de-
bate league in the nation. Debaters from PS 188 and PS 18 
won 1st, 2nd and 3rd place honors at the tournament.  

Courtesy of Early Scholars

Queens DA Richard Brown (r) honors U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
at his first ever Asian Pacific American Heritage Month cel-
ebration at his office in Kew Gardens. Facebook

More than a century of political experience in one photo. Sen. Chuck Schumer and former City Council member Archie 
Spigner swap stories at the Guy Brewer United Democratic Club dinner.  Photo by Nat Valentine

On the last day for families to apply for a next fall's pre-K 
class, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (top, center) and Deputy 
Mayor Richard Buery visited Jack’n Jill School in Fresh 
Meadows. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic
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Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
11:30am - 2:30pm 
Adults: $39.95 | Senior Citizens: $35.00 
Children 6-10 years: 1/2 price |Children 5 years & under are free 
Tax & Gratuity NOT included

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Reservations required | 718.457.6300 | Ext. 1193
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Sweet & Savory Beginnings
An array of assorted Pastries 

 

 

Carving Station

Medleys 

Assorted Salads
Desserts

Beverages
 

Menu subject to change  
without notice

Happy 
Father’s Day

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE GAVROCHE JAZZ BAND 
FREE PARKING



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 10–16, 201634    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 
(D-Forest Hills)  said. “This 
bill will provide a much-need-
ed, consistent revenue stream 
for our mass transit system, 
which is in decline despite the 
continued fare increases of 
the past few years. Through 
statutorily dedicated funds for 
Queens County, this bill goes 
beyond the vague promises 
that came with the last conges-
tion pricing plan from a few 
years ago, offering a tangible 
path to change the system.”

Astoria, Long Island City 
and Sunnyside are inundated 

daily with traffic heading to 
and from the free Queensboro 
Bridge. City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) is 
leading the fight for improved 
safety measures on 21st Street, 
where traffic speeds from the 
Triborough to the Queens-
boro, but did not comment on 
the MoveNY Fair Plan.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) remains skeptical 
of the proposal, while state As-
semblywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) said, “Traffic 
and transportation are com-
plicated problems and I’m not 
sure that this proposal gets us 
where we want to go.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) whose district 

includes the northern part of 
Astoria has endorsed the plan 
along with City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side). On Monday, Van Bramer 
unveiled new speed bumps on 
28th Street in Dutch Kills in 
front of the Growing Up Green 
Charter School.

“People speed through 
Dutch Kills on their way to 
the Queensboro Bridge with 
little regard for the children 
and families trying to get to 
school,” Van Bramer said. He 
said the problem persists in 
many of the neighborhoods in 
his district.

“The communities that will 
benefit most from MoveNY 
are Astoria, Long Island City, 

Sunnyside and Hunters Point, 
since they are flanked by two 
toll crossings with one ‘free’ 
bridge in the middle,” MoveNY 
Engineer Sam Schwartz said. 
“Every day 40 to 50,000 cars, 
trucks, buses and taxis avoid 
the tolls of the RFK Bridge and 
Queens Midtown Tunnel and 
use the streets of those neigh-
borhoods. MoveNY is about 
safety, improving air quality, 
reducing traffic congestion 
and fairness for both drivers 
and transit riders.”

He claimed drivers at tolled 
bridges would see tolls slashed 
40 percent to 45 percent. The 
bill currently has 28 support-
ers in the Assembly, which has 
150 members.

“In an era of crumbling 
infrastructure and unreli-
able action in Albany and 
Washington to fund repairs 
and expansion of transporta-
tion issues, the MoveNY Plan 
is a much needed breath of 
fresh air,” Community Board 
5 member and Ridgewood 
resident John Maier said. “We 
need reliable and dedicated 
transportation dollars for the 
metropolitan area. The cur-
rent legislation put forward 
in the Assembly based on Sam 
Schwartz’s MoveNY Plan can 
do just that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Rick Evans, 28, lives in 
Floral Park and described his 
experience as a member of the 
audience.

“It was pretty awesome, 
that energy, hearing that 
sound,” Evans said. “It goes 
straight through you.”

Many expressed the rea-
sons why they favor Queens 
Pride over other celebrations. 
One of the main reasons is 

the multi-cultural aspect of 
the celebration. Not only did 
people from all over the world 
find themselves in Jackson 
Heights Sunday, but the at-
mosphere had something of 
South America in the air with 
Brazilian-style clothing, Latin 
music and culture. 

“I think it shows a side of 
the LGBT community that isn’t 
so mainstream. I think it’s so 
much more cultural than your 
typical vanilla, Margaritaville 
Pride. It feels like a cultural 
festival. More so than others,” 

Benny Or, 25, said.
“There is a grander accep-

tance of LGBT communities 
and their allies. Perhaps we’re 
moving towards a more inclu-
sive Queens,” Lydia Tembo, 
32, said.

Miss Dominican Republic 
 entertained a Spanish-speak-
ing audience with a comedy 
routine delivered on stage at 
the festival following the pa-
rade.

“I came last year and this is 
my second time. I really liked 
it. I think it brings acceptance 

and awareness. I think that’s 
crucial in a place where it’s 
so hard just to be yourself, it’s 
important to have a commu-
nity that supports you.” Neyla 
Sassi, 24, from Woodside, said.

 Among those who marched 
were advocacy groups for 
equality and sexual hygiene. 
Apicha Community Health, 
provides health services to 
gay and transgender people, 
whom their website refers to 
as “otherized” individuals. 
The affordable health service 
marched in the procession 

and had a stand which offered 
rapid-results HIV screenings. 
The Caribbean Equality Proj-
ect marched in the parade 
to show their support for the 
LGBT community which they 
serve in the borough. Because 
homosexuality is still viewed 
with a powerful stigma in 
some Caribbean nations, their 
project works to empower 
people within the immigrant 
population to fight for equal-
ity and tolerance.

Continued from Page 4 

Pride parade

Continued from Page 4 

MoveNY

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

�������	��PAIS

RUN FOR ECUADOR EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

FLUSHING MEADOWS PARK

REGISTRATION: 7 AM - 9 AM
WALK/RUN: 9 AM - 11 AM

SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH
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“I am proud and honored 
to be an example for all Ni-
gerians, all immigrants, all 
women and all students,” she 
said.

The commencement 
speaker was Julian Castro, 
U.S. Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development. He 
was introduced by U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
who talked about Castro’s 
history on the San Antonio 
City Council, as well as his 
time as San Antonio’s mayor.

Castro promised to follow 
the advice of the Greek poet 
Horace and make his own ad-
vice “brief.”

“It gets harder to live a life 
filled with hope, rather than 
a life filled with cynicism,” 
he said. “Ladies and gentle-
men, don’t give into that.”

He said the students could 
console themselves in times 
of frustration about the state 
of the world by looking at the 
strides the United States had 
made in recent history. Cas-
tro said that in 1976, when 
York College first opened 
its doors, there were only 20 
people of color in Congress. 
Today, he said, that number 

was 91. He acknowledged, 
however, that incremental 
gains did not erase the is-
sues the country continues 
to face.

“Too many neighbor-
hoods remain segregated by 
race and income,” he said. 
“Too many children see 
their dreams limited by the 
zip code where they grew 
up.”

In his remarks to the grad-
uates, U.S. Sen. Chuck Schum-
er (D-NY) spoke about federal 
legislation he authored that 
allows families that make 
less than $180,000 per year to 
take a $2,500 credit per stu-
dent on their federal taxes to 
offset the financial burden 
of attending college. He then 
told the audience he had one 
more gift to impart, and noted 
that the rain was expecting to 
increase throughout the day. 
He pointed to the students’ 
families, many of whom were 
huddled under umbrellas in 
the rain.

“You want your family to 
keep standing in the rain?” 
he asked, and held up a series 
of papers stapled together. 
“You want to see this nice 
speech I prepared?” 

He took the paper and tore 
it in two. The crowd roared in 
approval.

But his advice for the 
graduates was simple: Pursue 
whatever you are interested in 
pursuing. 

“My advice to the Class of 
2016 is a simple one: Go for it,” 
Schumer said. 

Katz touted the borough’s 
diversity, noting that 49 per-
cent of the residents in the bor-
ough are foreign-born.

“Isn’t that a remarkable 
gift that we give the rest of the 
city of New York?” Katz asked 
the graduates and attendees. 

Lancman, a Queens Col-
lege alum, said all the gradu-
ates are now New Yorkers, 
meaning that they are tough, 
ambitious and hardworking 
individuals. 

“As graduates of the City 

University of New York, you 
are today forever New York-
ers,” Lancman said. “Now for 
those of you who were born 
here, you’re even more New 
Yorker today than you were 
the day you were born. For 
those of you who come here 
from every corner of the globe, 
you are today officially New 
Yorkers.”

Darren Walker, president 
of the Ford Foundation, who 
served as the commencement 
speaker, spoke about his life 
experiences, noting that he has 
relatives who went to prison 
and that he had to work hard 
to get to where he is today. 

He asked the graduates nev-
er to take anything for granted 
and not to throw away their 
shot to start their own busi-
nesses or vote, for example.

“I wasn’t guaranteed grad-
uation from a top-rank law 

school,” Walker said.
The student speaker, 

Willnide Lindor, a Haitian 
American fluent in Creole and 
French who graduated summa 
cum laude, is the recipient of 
the Paul Klapper Scholarship, 
the Paul Zweig Award in Com-
parative Literature and the 
Silverstein-Peiser Award in 
nonfiction from the English 
Department.

She said her peers should 
think about how they can use 
their skills to make a genuine 
difference. 

“It is not enough to simply 
say that we will have a posi-
tive influence in our commu-
nities,” Lindor said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 9 

Queens
Continued from Page 9 

York

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Thursday at 4:45 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

and the 2016 CUNYAC Com-
munity College Female Schol-
ar Athlete of the Year. She 
maintained a 3.52 G.P.A. and 

made the Dean’s List in fall 
2014, as well as spring and fall 
2015. In the spring , Daomi will 
travel to Cuba with 16 other 
athlete-scholars for the CUNY 
Goodwill Tour to Cuba.

Sen. Stavisky was award 
the Presidential Medal from 

QCC, the fifth in the 55-year 
history of the school, for her 
support of education.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 9 

QCC
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Dizzy Gillespie performs at the Deauville Jazz 
Festival in France during July 1991.  

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall/Roland Godefroy

FLUSHING 
FEELS DIZZY

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

He jammed with Queens’ music royalty 
back in the 1960s, and now NEA Jazz Master 
Jimmy Heath returns to Flushing Town Hall 
for a tribute to his hero and mentor, Dizzy 
Gillespie, with the Queens Jazz Orchestra 
titled “Dizzy Revisited.”

Along with more than 100 albums featur-
ing his versatile style of performing with 
some of the greatest jazz musicians of all time, 
including Miles Davis, Wynton Marsalis and 
Gillespie, Heath has also composed more than 
100 original works. 

Many have become jazz standards that 
were recorded by other artists, like Cannon-
ball Adderley, Ray Charles and, of course, 
Gillespie.

Once a Queens resident, Gillespie eventu-
ally moved to Englewood, N. J., where he died 
in January 1993 at the age of 75. He is buried 
in Flushing Cemetery. 

In a recent phone interview from Heath’s 
Corona home, the saxophonist, conductor 
and composer/arranger talked about his sto-
ried career and some of the jazz greats he has 
played with. 

Continued on Page 42

Jimmy Heath leads 
Queens Jazz Orchestra in 
tribute concert to trumpet 

legend Gillespie

TimesLedger, June 10–16, 2016 Sudoku 38 
Crossword Puzzle 40 

Arts & Entertainment 40 
Guide to Dining 44 



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUNE 10–16, 2016 TL

PRODUCTIONS

“Apartment for Sale: 
Tenant Included” — The 
bilingual American premiere 
of Juan Carlos Rubio’s 
comedy about human 
relations, living spaces and 
quality time. 
When: Through June 
26, Fridays at 8 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm in English, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and 
Sundays at 4 pm in Spanish
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

“Follies” — Stephen 
Sondheim and James 
Goldman’s classic musical 
revolves around a reunion 
of performers from the 
Weismann’s Follies—a not so 
subtle nod to the Ziegfeld 
Follies — as they gather in 
their old crumbling theater. 
When: Through June 19
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 

Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“Guys and Dolls” — “I 
got the horse right here. 
His name is Paul Revere” — 
Gambling, romance and the 
Salvation Army fi ll the stage 
in the classic musical tale of 
Sky Masterson trying to woo 
Sister Sarah Brown on a bet. 
When: July 16 to July 24
Where: Maggie’s Little 
Theater, St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors, $12/children
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Harvey” — First String 
Players present Mary Chase’s 
classic comedy about 
wealthy drunk Elwood P. 
Dowd, who begins to have 
visions of a giant rabbit 
named Harvey. 
When: July 14 to July 17

Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 
70-01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.
org

“Side by Side by 
Sondheim” — Royal Star 
Theatre presents this 
revue of songs written 
for the stage and screen 
by legendary composer 
Stephen Sondheim. 
When: Through June 12
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Catholic 
Academy School Auditorium, 
179-14 Dalny Road, Jamaica 
Estates
Cost: $18/adults advance, 
$15/seniors and children 
advance, $20/adults at door, 
$17/seniors and children at 
door
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.
royalstartheatre.org

“Timeless, the Mystery 
of the Dark Water” — This 
original play by Black 
Spectrum founder Carl 
Clay focuses on a mystery 
involving past lives. 
When: Through June 12, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, Roy Wilkins Park, 

Continued on Page 43

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFooooooooooooddddddDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIIIIItttttaaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When the Austin Street 
Barnes & Noble location shut 
its doors last New Year’s Eve, 
former employees organized 
an on-the-fly reunion so they 
could be together among the 
stacks one last time. 

During the laughs, hugs 
and tears, Queens resident 
Vina Castillo hatched a plan 
to bring a new independent 
book shop to Forest Hills and 
was looking for others to join 
her quest. 

Natalie Noboa and Holly 
Nikodem did not hesitate to of-
fer their services. 

“She originally spoke to a 
about a dozen of us,” Nikodem 
said. “Natalie and I said we 
would put in the time.”

So between working their 
full-time jobs, the trio has 
logged plenty of hours hitting 
the pavement in the search for 
a storefront in Forest Hills or 
Kew Gardens. 

They also started a Kick-
starter campaign—www.kck.

st/1pudsww—in an effort to 
raise the $70,000 needed to get 
their project off the ground. 
With just over two weeks left 
of fund-raising, the young 
women have received nearly 
$28,000 from 411 donors. 

And because Kickstarter 
only pays out if the goal is met, 
the trio have plenty of back-up 
plans in play.

“If the Kickstarter doesn’t 
work, we will look at small 
business loans,” Nikodem 
said. 

Other possibilities include 
a traveling, pop-up bookshop 
at various locations around 
the borough. 

They have already signed 
on to take part in the LIC Flea, 
where the three will set up a 
booth to talk about their plans 
and to take Kickstarter dona-
tions. 

That is where they also 
plan to lure readers in with 
their “Blind Date With a Book” 
program.

A book will be wrapped in 
plain paper with a few descrip-

tive words about the story 
written on the wrapper—it is 
the ultimate you cannot-judge-
a-book-by-its-cover experi-
ment. 

For Nikodem and her part-
ners, bringing a brick-and-
mortar bookstore back to the 
Forest Hills area remains a 
top priority, despite the ubiqui-
tous presence of the e-reader.

“E-readers can be limit-
ing,” Nikodem said. “They 
need to be charged. You need 
to update the software. You 
can’t look at it in direct sun-
light. But a physical book is 
there for you no matter what.”

Nikodem also sees a real 
need for another bookstore, 
and has the numbers to back 
up her claim. 

For more than a year prior 
to its closing, Barnes & Noble 
had tried to reach an agree-
ment on its lease with the 
landlord of the Forest Hills 
building. As a result, a grass-
roots campaign developed to 
save the store. An online pe-

Vina Castillo (l-r), Natalie Noboa and Holly Nikodem have started a 
Kickstarter campaign to bring a bookstore back to the Forest Hills-Kew 
Gardens area.  Photo courtesy Holly Nikodem

Literary lovers push to bring bookstore back 

Continued on Page 42

Trio turn to Kickstarter to fund brick-and-mortar book emporium in Forest Hills location

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon
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EVENTS
 
Jane’s Walk: Exploring the 
Wetlands at Alley Pond 
Park — Walk the restored 
salt marshes of Alley Creek 
with members of the Queens 
County Bird Club. Terrain is 
uneven. Wear proper attire 
and shoes. 
When: Saturday, June 11, at 
10:30 am
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-3356
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Community Opening Day: 
Mika Tajima’s Meridian (Gold) 
— Celebrate the installation 
of Mika Tajima’s temporary 
art project with activities, 
refreshments and more. 
When: Saturday, June 11, at 
11 am
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park, Center Boulevard and 
51st Avenue, Long Island City

Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-8163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Ethnobotany and Medicinal 
Plants Hike — On this light 
hike, walkers will discover 
the medicinal and cultural 
uses of plants found 
throughout the city. 
When: Saturday, June 11, at 
1 pm
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Father’s Day Soiree: 
It’s an All White Jazzy 
Affair” — Major Music 
International Corporation 
brings its annual scholarship 
fund-raiser to Queens 
Village with entertainment 
from Riffz, Nadia Torres and 
showcases from scholarship 
competition winners. RSVP 

by Friday, June 10. 
When: Friday, June 17, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfi eld Blvd., Queens Village
Cost: $60
Contact: (718) 454-3036

MUSIC

Art Lillard Trio — Metis 
Concert Series ends it 
season with a program of 
jazz standards and original 
compositions from the 
renowned composer and 
drummer. 
When: Saturday, June 11, at 
7 pm
Where: Community Church 
Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $15-$30
Contact: (718) 229-2534
Website: www.
facebook.com/
metisconcertseriesqueens

Jackson Heights 
Community Chorus — 
The chorus presents a 
celebration of patriotic 
music with “Americana.”  
The chorus welcomes new 
members with some choral 
experience, sopranos and 
tenors are particularly 
needed. Contact Juan 
Valencia at (917) 200-5779.
When: Sunday, June 26, at 

4  pm
Where: Renaissance Charter 
School, 37th Avenue and 81st 
Street, Jackson Heights
Cost: $10

DANCE

Swing Dancing — Drop by 
for weekly lessons from a 
swing dance teacher.  
When: Mondays from 6 pm - 
7:30 pm through July 11
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

“Inside Out” — When Riley’s 
parents announce they’re 
moving to San Francisco, 
the pre-teen girl’s emotions 
—Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear 
and Disgust — try to help her 
adjust to leaving everything 
behind in this recent hit 
animated fi lm. Come an hour 
early for a kids’ craft activity. 
When: Friday, June 10, at 8 pm
Where: Across from Golden 
Pond, Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island 

Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Inside Out” — When Riley’s 
parents announce they’re 
moving to San Francisco, 
the pre-teen girl’s emotions 
—Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear 
and Disgust — try to help her 
adjust to leaving everything 
behind in this recent hit 
animated fi lm. Come an hour 
early for a kids’ craft activity. 
When: Friday, June 10, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Manton Playground, 

Continued on Page 43
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By Ed Canty

At the Zoo
Across
1. Kind of opera
5. "Mack the Knife" 
vocalist
10. Budding 
entrepreneurs, for short
14. Savvy about
15. Franco's January
16. Counting-out 
rhyme starter
17. One who likes to 
caulk?
19. It may be filed 
and painted
20. Battle of the 
Bulge setting
21. Rejects a lover
23. Snake's loop
24. Hollywood V.I.P.
25. Pie nuts
28. Ol' Blue Eyes' family
31. Remove 
chemically
32. Use a sled
33. 'For' vote
34. Donnie and 
Marie, e.g.
35. Summer camp item
36. Rural structure
37. Liquor bill
38. European peaks, 
to Pierre
39. "Aladdin" spirit
40. Sleazy lawyers
42. Coach's list
43. '... you could -- 
pin drop'
44. "Just ---"
45. First sound of 
impact?
47. Yours and mine

51. Porter, for one
52. Raising a false 
alarm
54. Iowa college town
55. "___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
56. Apple originally 
marketed
to schools
57. Word after love or 
empty
58. Skeptical
59. Finishes an "i"

Down
1. Hard-hitting guy in 
Chicago
2. A real beaut
3. Hardly any
4. Skunks
5. Mr. Wilson's 
tormentor

6. Cordero in the saddle
7. Arena arbiters
8. Nest egg, for short
9. Balderdash
10. Ravel's "___ 
Antique"
11. Memorable 
Alabama coach
12. Have ___ (know 
someone)
13. Parts of a wd.
18. Hole ___
22. Mil. group
24. Hellos and 
goodbyes, Italian-style
25. Ants and roaches
26. A biblical name 
for God
27. Compartments 
for a Chicago team ?
28. Volume units
29. Elevated dwelling

30. Less irrational
32. 'It's a Wonderful 
Life' director
35. Office job 
category
36. Conferred
38. Rat-___ 
(drumming sound)
39. Auctioneer's word
41. Most withered
42. Mickey or Andy
44. More desertlike
45. Do a cashier's job
46. Part of a diamond
47. Pile of wood for a 
final fire
48. Man in Milan
49. Boston's is about 
42.36 (abbr.)
50. Certain NCOs
53. MapQuest 
suggestion: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BE SEASONAL
L A U R A A S S B A S E R

A S S E T L O T A C U T E

B A S S O A R E R E M U S

S P R I N G S T E E N M I T

S I R P R O F E S S

N E A T N E S S E W E R

O R U G A U N T L A T E R

G O T O T R A I L T I M E

S O U N D F I N I S M I D

M E R L L E V E R E T S

M A N G O E S E N E

E S L W I N T E R H A V E N

S T E P S A R R O L I V E

A R A G E R A E R E N E W

S O F A S E M S A R E N T

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY BILL PARRY

Academy Award winner 
Robert De Niro, Grammy 
Award winner Alicia Keys, 
and Emmy Award winner 
John Leguizamo joined Mayor 
Bill de Blasio on stage at the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
Wednesday to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Mayor’s Office of 
Film, Theatre and Broadcast-
ing, which is now a part of the 
Mayor’s Office of Media and 
Entertainment. The three su-
perstars were named MOME 
Ambassadors, along with Lady 
Gaga and Jane Rosenthal, the 
co-founder of the Tribeca Film 
Festival.

Over the next 12 months, 
MOME’s Ambassadors will 
serve as representatives of the 
city’s media and entertain-
ment industries, promoting 
the contributions of artists, 
entertainers, and profession-
als to the city’s cultural iden-
tity and economy. Created in 
1966 by former Mayor John 
Lindsay, the office has seen 

explosive growth in the in-
dustry — which now brings 
in nearly $9 billion to the city 
each year—with the past sea-
son shattering records for film 
and television production.

“New York City becomes 
a character all its own in the 
films and television shows 
that are made here,” de Bla-
sio said. “This landmark an-
niversary is an opportunity 
to look back and delight in all 
of the incredible cultural mo-
ments that the entertainment 
industry here in New York 
has made possible.”

Prior to the creation of the 
office, filming in the city re-
quired producers to obtain as 
many as 50 permits. Gaining 
access to popular locations 
was challenging and some 
officials would block film-
ing based on subject matter. 
Lindsay’s establishment of 
an official film commission 
made New York the first city 
in the world to offer one-stop 
permits and expedite requests 
from production companies 

Continued on Page 42

Limited Vendor Space Available  CALL 646-230-0668

Entertainment 
Schedule:

Entertainment Stage located at 

69th Street & Grand Avenue

 Joe Fuoco (12 Noon throughout the day) 

Zippy the Clown (1PM – 4PM)

Song And A Dance

For Our Friends Dog Rescue

Plus more
Show times 

subject to change

IN COOPERATION WITH MASPETH KIWANIS & MASPETH LIONS 

GRAND AVENUE FESTIVAL
65th to 71st Streets .

—  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  D O N O R S :  —

ISABELLA’S ICES
69TH STREET DISTRIBUTOR
KEN’S MOVING & STORAGE
MASPETH LOCK & SAFE

AIELLO & CANNICK, 
ATTORNEYS
MASPETH BINGO HALL
HOME HUNTERS REALTY

MASPETH PRESS
BARBARA PRYOR, 
ATTORNEY
VONA & VONA LP

PRYMAS ROOFING
IAVARONE BROS.
XPERT PEST CONTROL

—  N E W S P A P E R  S P O N S O R S :  —

 

Don’t Miss the Fun!

—  C O R P O R A T E  D O N O R S :  —

Sunday, June 12, 2016
12 Noon to 5 PM

Offi ce of Film, Theatre, Broadcast turns the big 5-0

Robert De Niro and Bill de Blasio speak during a ceremony at the Museum of the Moving Image in 
Astoria to mark the 50th anniversary of the Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcast. 

Courtesy of the Mayor’s office/Michael Appleton

Mayor welcomes industry giants to birthday celebration at Museum of the Moving Image
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Heath, who turns 90 in Oc-
tober, vividly recalled many 
jam sessions over at his neigh-
bor Louis Armstrong’s home. 

Gillespie, who lived just 
around the corner in a brick 
home on 37th Avenue, would 
often just drop by Heath’s 
house to chat. 

“It’s always a pleasure to 
play the music of my mentor, 
Mr. Dizzy Gillespie. I’ll be 
playing from a repertoire of 
Dizzy’s music and some tunes 
I’ve written,” Heath said. 

The orchestra will perform 
some of Heath’s own big band 
favorites that he had written 
for Gillespie, including “With-
out You, No Me” and “Basic 
Birks.”

“Playing with a big band 
is very powerful and I’ve got 
some really strong players,” 
said Heath.

For Flushing Town Hall Ex-
ecutive and Artistic Director 
Ellen Kodadek, it makes sense 
that Heath is playing with the 
Queens Jazz Orchestra, which 
he helped launch in 2008.

“He brings an unparalleled 
legacy of jazz brilliance and 
musicianship,” Kodadek said. 
“Jimmy as orchestra leader is 
cooking on that stage and is a 
joy to watch, and the audience 
is always blown away. This 
year’s concert is a tribute to 
legendary Dizzy Gillespie, so 
what could be better?”

Known for his trademark 
bent trumpet, Gillespie once 
said, “I always try to teach 
by example and not force my 
ideas on a young musician. 
One of the reasons we’re here 
is to be a part of this process of 

exchange.”
Apropos to this sentiment, 

his former student Heath said 
back in 1946-47 he indeed 
learned a lot from the master.

“Anybody who was around 
him, they learned because he 
was a performer and a teacher. 
He was always helping you 
along in your career,” Heath 
said. 

Gillespie offered plenty of 
advice to his student and en-
couraged him to expand his 
skill set. He once told Heath if 
the younger man was interest-
ed in composing music, he had 
to learn to play the piano. 

“And he was right about 
that,” said Heath. “I’ve been 
on the piano ever since besides 
my saxophone-playing.”

The still-energetic musi-
cian hasn’t slowed down much 
over the years. 

Last weekend, Heath 
played in Arizona and before 
that North Carolina. 

“I played at a college in 
Tucson with some high school 
kids, with a big band,” he said. 
“It was very interesting. They 
just got back from Lincoln 
Center.”

And he has two Manhattan 
performances coming up, first 
at Village Vanguard on 7th Av-
enue from July 12-16, and then 

in Central Park, in August.
Looking back, Heath said 

there were many memorable 
experiences during his career. 
One that really stood out was 
when he and Gillespie played 
Harlem’s Apollo Theater in 
1949. Another, was their fa-
mous gig at the Blue Note in 
Manhattan before the jazz leg-
end passed away.

So, what was Dizzy like? 
“He was a funny guy, he 

told funny stories. His ac-
tions on stage, his dialogue…,” 
Heath said.

He also mentioned a tribute 
performance in 1987 at Arm-
strong’s home on 107th Street 
in Corona, in which he played 
with Gillespie and other musi-
cians out in the garden. When 

he was a professor at Queens 
College, Heath said the presi-
dent asked him to get several 
musicians together to honor 
Armstrong on the day his 
home became a national land-
mark. 

“It was all the musicians 
who loved him and idolized 
him, who appreciated what he 
done,” Heath said.

tition addressed to the 
building’s owner, New 
York elected officials 
and Barnes & Noble it-
self garnered more than 
6,000 signatures, calling 
the store a “community 
cornerstone.”

After Barnes & No-
bles announced its de-
parture from Queens, 
Johanne Civil, executive 
director of the Queens 
Book Festival called on 
communities across the 
borough to help support 
local entrepreneurs to 
open new shops.

Benjamin Friedman, 
co-owner of the Topos 
Bookstore Cafe, a small 
gem of a used book-store 
nestled on a quiet corner 
in rowhouse Ridgewood, 
might be just what she 
had in mind.

Topos only traffics 
in used books, but its 
selection features out-
of-print books and rare 
editions of the classics.

Lexi Beach, who 
opened The Astoria 
Bookshop in 2013, sees 
an unmet demand in 
Queens not only for 
places to buy books but 
for places for book lov-
ers to congregate.

“The fact that I’m 
one of only a few inde-

pendent bookstores in 
Queens is prepostero-
us,” Beach said. “I’ve 
got people coming into 
this bookstore from all 
around the borough. I’ve 
had a number of friends 
ask me if I’m planning 
to expand, and the an-
swer is no, but I certain-
ly hope that somebody 
else will. Come on, join 
the club.”

To donate to the 
Queens Bookshop Initia-
tive, visit its Kickstarter 
site at http://www.kck.
st/1pudsww.

Gabriel Rom contrib-
uted to this report. 

Continued from Page 39 

Bookstore

Continued from Page 37 
DIZZY

NEA Jazz Master Jimmy Heath performs with the Queens Jazz Orchestra during a show at Flushing Town Hall.  
Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

IF YOU GO
“Dizzy Revisited”

When: Friday, June 10, starting 
at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $42/adults, $32/
members, $20/students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

E-mail us at timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

looking to use public locations.
“I grew up in New York,” De Niro 

said. “I chose to launch my production 
company here because there is no bet-
ter setting than New York in your film, 
no better city to shoot in than New 
York.”

Actor and comedian John Leguiza-
mo, who grew up in Jackson Heights, 
agreed with De Niro.

“Throughout my career in film and 
theatre, my work has been deeply in-
fluenced by my upbringing as an im-
migrant in Queens,” Leguizamo said. 
“The experiences I had in and around 
my neighborhood as a kid shaped the 
way I think about the world and express 
myself through art. Having received a 
Made in NY award back in 2011, I am 
grateful to once again receive an honor 

from MOME during this landmark 
year.”

MOME announced there will be 50 
free events during the upcoming year 
that, among other things, will provide 
an inside look at the city’s entertain-
ment industry and give greater access 
to Broadway shows. There will also be 
free performances in each borough, 
movie matinees for low-income fami-
lies and other initiatives.

“Growing up in New York City, I 
was inspired by the energy and creativ-
ity of the people and places all around 
me,” Alicia Keys said. “I’m excited to 
be an ambassador for MOME this year 
and support them as they give back 
to the city’s diverse communities by 
presenting free events in the outer bor-
oughs in the coming months.”

For details visit nyc.gov/mome.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 41 

Mayor
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Brairwood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Splash” — Tom Hanks 
and Daryl Hannah star in 
this 1984 comedy about an 
average New Yorker who 
falls in love with a mermaid. 
When: Thursday, June 16, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Hunters Point South 
Park, Borden Avenue and Center 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 282-4123
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Ant Man” — Paul Rudd 
stars as a former thief who 
dons a special outfi t that 
turns him into a miniature 
superhero with the strength 
of an army of ants in this 
action-adventure fi lm. Come 
an hour early for a kids’ craft 
activity. 
When: Friday, June 17, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Macneil Park, College 
Place and Poppenhusen 

Avenue, College Point
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-6657
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS AND FAMILY

PuppetMobile presents 
“Puss in Boots” —  
CityParks breaks out the 
puppets to tell the story of 
Puss, who one day tells his 
owner not only can he talk, 
but he has a plan to better 
their lives. 
When: Friday, June 10, at 
4 pm
Where: Laurelton 
Playground, Brookville 
Boulevard between 136th 
and 137th streets, Laurelton
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshops — These 
workshops for children ages 
5 to 13 and their families 
provide a chance to work 
with a different artist 
each week on a variety of 
projects. 
When: Saturdays, from noon 
- 3 pm, through Sept. 24

Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, Broadway at Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Family Day — Councilman 
Rory Lancman hosts another 
day of games, infl atables, 
a visit from The Nature 
Company and more. 
When: Saturday, June 11, 
from 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue and 153rd 
Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Science in the Park — 
Alley Pond Environmental 
Center and New York Hall 
of Science team up for 
hands-on science programs, 
including pond exploration, 
engineering and fl ight. 
When: Sunday, June 12, at 
1 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Continued from Page 40 

Arts

177th Street and Baisley 
Boulevard, Jamaica
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com

AUDITIONS

“My Fair Lady” — Theatre 
by the Bay is holding 
auditions for its November 

musical production of Lerner 
and Loewe’s Broadway 
classic. All roles except 
that of Eliza Doolittle are 
available. Prepare a song 
and bring sheet music. Be 
prepared to read from the 
script and dance. 
When: Monday, June 20, and 
Tuesday, June 21, from 7 pm - 
10:30 pm; Callbacks will take 
place June 30
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th 
St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Theater
Continued from Page 38 

ANOTHER OP’NIN’, ANOTHER SHOW
Cast members and VIPs hang out at the opening night of “Timeless: The Mystery of the 
Dark Water” at the Black Spectrum Theatre. Pictured are Black Spectrum Theatre board 
member John Howell (front row, l-r), Tom Finkelpearl, New York City Cultural Affairs 
commissioner and the play’s director Bette Howard. Also, Douglas Wade (back row, l-r), 
Black Spectrum Theatre founder Carl Clay, Darnell Shelton, Claudia Rodriguez, Reginald 
L. Barnes, Pharaoh King Champion, Edythe Jason, David F. French and Sean Turner.  

Photo courtesy Black Spectrum Theatre
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Danielle Patterson doesn’t 
exactly consider herself a 
crier. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
junior is pretty good at keep-
ing her emotions in check, 
even on the basketball court. 
In fact, throughout her stand-
out hoops career, Patterson 
has done a good job of mak-
ing sure emotion doesn’t play 
a part in her success. That 
changed this spring when 
Patterson got a very impor-
tant letter—from Team USA 
basketball. 

Patterson had been invit-
ed to Colorado to try out for 
the Team USA U17 basketball 
team in May, a weekend that 
pitted her against some of the 
best high school talent from 
around the country. 

She shed a tear then. 

“They saw me and they 
thought that I was capable 
to come and compete,” Pat-
terson said. “I really had to 
process it for a second and 
I started crying because it 
meant so much to me to get 
that invitation. It really just 
proved to me that I am that 
player that they’re looking 
for.”

Patterson didn’t make the 
team. 

She did, however, advance 
to the final round of work-
outs, before the final cut. 
Still, the TMLA star can’t 
find it in herself to be disap-
pointed. The experience has 
already started to influence 
her game and she knows that 
those sessions will make her 
a better player sooner rather 
than later. 

“It motivates me,” said 

BY LAURA AMATO

It seems fair to say that the 
Bayside baseball team is feel-
ing pretty good right now. 

That wasn’t always true 
throughout the season. 

The Commodores found 
a way to build up their con-
fidence, however: winning. 
That’s done the trick pretty 
well. In fact, it’s also booked 
Bayside a trip to Yankee Sta-
dium and the PSAL Class AA 
championship game for the 
first time in over 20 years. The 
Commodores have never won 
a city title. 

Bayside will look to change 
that Monday, taking on Elea-
nor Roosevelt at 4 p.m. 

“I think they’re confident 
and I think also, we had gone 
into the season saying win-
ning a championship was our 
goal,” Commodores coach Pat 
Torney said. “I kind of likened 
us to the Yankees. We thought 

if we don’t win it all, it’s not a 
good season.”

While the Commodores 
are thrilled at the prospect of 
competing for a city title, the 
squad is well aware that the 
most difficult part of the sea-
son is right now. Getting to 
the championship is, after all, 
only half the battle. 

The other half is winning 
a title. And, for Bayside, win-
ning a title starts in the bat-
ter’s box. 

The Commodores have 
been dominant at the plate 
this season, scoring five or 
more runs in 11 of 20 games. 
The stage may be bigger at 
Yankee Stadium, but Bayside 
is just as determined to rack 
up the runs. 

“When we go up, we go up to 
the plate with a plan,” said ju-
nior shortstop Daniel Alfonzo, 
who hit .564 during the regu-
lar season. “When we’re in the 
on-deck circle, we study the 

pitcher and make ourselves a 
plan on how to get hits. We’ve 
been trying to steamroll ev-
eryone in our way by putting 
runs on the board.”

Of course, while putting 
runs on the board is certainly 
important, the Commodores’ 
defense has been stepping up 
to the metaphorical plate as 
well, particularly in the post-
season. Bayside posted back-
to-back shutouts in the PSAL 
quarterfinals and semifinals, 
cruising to victories over A. 
Phillip Randolph and East 
Side Community. 

“They’ve been spectacu-
lar,” Torney said of his pitch-
ing staff. “Going in we knew 
pitching was going to be our 
strength and it’s played out 
that way. When we went into 
the playoffs, I told them the 
team that makes plays is the 
team that is going to win. 
So far,  we’ve been making 

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47

Bayside shortstop Daniel Alfonzo has been a huge part of the Commodores' offensive attack this season.  
Photo by Stephen Schnibbe

Danielle Patterson has found a renewed sense of determination on 
and off the court after competing with Team USA in May.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Bayside hits its stride
Commodores have everything in place for title run

TMLA’s Patterson 
focused on future
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BY LAURA AMATO

The rich athletic history of 
Cardozo High School got even 
more impressive Saturday as 
the Judges inducted five in-
dividuals into the program’s 
athletic hall of fame. 

Daliah Muhammad, Jor-
dan Richman, Ron Naclerio, 
Albert Matican and Edward 
Tatarian received the honor, 
cementing their places in Car-
dozo lore. 

Of course, each inductee 
boasts an impressive athletic 
resumé. Muhammad is cur-
rently training for the United 
States track and field Olympic 
team. Naclerio, the Judges’ 
boys basketball coach, is one 
of the most recognizable faces 
in New York City sports. Rich-
man is one of the most success-
ful tennis players in Cardozo 
history. Meanwhile, Tatarian 
was part of the original Car-
dozo staff, helping to build the 
school’s baseball team, and 
Matican led the Judges to their 
first city basketball title. 

This latest honor, however, 
was particularly important 
for the inductees. 

“It was amazing because so 
many years have gone by and 
for someone to remember us 
is very, very nice,” Tatarian 

said. “It’s something we never 
expected, something out of the 
blue. We never looked for acco-
lades, we just looked to do the 
job the best we knew how and 
this is icing on the cake.”

It was a moment of reflec-

tion for all of the honorees, 
but particularly for Naclerio, 
who is not only still heav-
ily involved in the school, but 
played during his own high 
school sports career at Car-
dozo under both Tatarian and 

Matican. 
“That’s very special be-

cause this will be the first 
time in, probably 30 years, 
that I’ll be in the building with 
Al Matican and Ed Tatarian,” 
Naclerio said. “Two of—minus 

my father—probably the most 
important people in my life.”

Although all five induct-
ees were honored together, 
each individual competed and 
coached for the Judges at a 
different point in the school’s 
history. The ceremony wasn’t 
simply a chance to honor each 
honoree’s achievements, but 
also an opportunity to reflect 
on the changes that Cardozo 
has gone through over the past 
50 years. 

“The school isn’t that 
old,” Naclerio said. “But for a 
school this young, the history 
is amazing. To be a part of it, 
this is phenomenal.”

The five Judges standouts 
honored as part of the 2016 Hall 
of Fame class each left their 
own stamp on Cardozo athlet-
ics, but as they were each hon-
ored, the inductees couldn’t 
help but turn their attention to 
the future as well. They’ve all 
left their imprint on the pro-
gram and, now, they can’t wait 
to see what comes next. 

“The kids were always 
wonderful,” Matican said. “It’s 
really been great and this is a 
wonderful way to show that 
Cardozo has a strong sports 
history. Otherwise this could 
all have been forgotten.”

BY LAURA AMATO

The section of 204th Street 
between 32nd Avenue and 
203rd Place in Bayside will 
soon have a brand-new name. 

Queens Community Board 
11 unanimously approved the 
renaming of the section to 
honor late Bayside High School 
softball and basketball coach 
Stephen Piorkowski Monday. 
The section, which lies next 
to the Commodores’ softball 
field, will now be known as 
Coach Stephen Piorkowski 
Way. 

Piorkowski, who died at 
age 54 in 2015 after a three-
year battle with cancer, was a 
major part of the Bayside com-
munity, coaching and teach-
ing at the school for over two 
decades. His lasting impact on 
his students and his student-
athletes was the spark behind 
the rally to rename the road. 

“He was an amazing guy 
and it’s hard to put it into such 
small words,” said Gayle Bern-
stein, who played four sports 

under Piorkowski from 2000 
to 2004. “He was like a second 
father to us. He made all of us 
who we are today and we all 
owe a little bit to him.”

Bernstein and her brother, 
Matthew Silverstein, put pen 
to paper several months ago, 
looking to jump-start the offi-
cial process. Silverstein, who 
is the Democratic State Com-
mitteeman for the 26th As-
sembly District, wrote to CB 11 
seeking to get the rename put 
to a public hearing. 

It didn’t take long for the 
community to rally behind the 
idea. 

In addition to Bernstein 
and Silverstein, dozens of Pi-
orkowski’s former student ath-
letes gathered in the cafeteria 
of Middle School 158 to show 
their support. Many of them 
sported their old softball jer-
seys, standing in front of CB 
11 to remember Piorkowski. 
They called him “Coach P” 
when they talked, reminisc-
ing about how he would be 
the first on the field and the 

last off it, how he always had 
time for his players and, most 
importantly, how he pushed 
them to be their very best. 

“If you’re a woman and you 
want to come and play sports 
in Queens and in New York 
City, you come to Bayside be-

cause he has built the Bayside 
athletic proram for girls into 
the premiere institute in the 
city,” Silverstein said. “Thou-
sands of our children have 
gone on to scholarships and 
to play in NCAA sports in all 
divisions. He took a program 

that nobody wanted to go to 
and now people come from all 
over the city of New York and 
the world to play at Bayside.”

Piorkowski’s accomplish-
ments are numerous. He 
racked up championships 
and led his teams to their fair 
share of titles. His most im-
pressive characteristic, how-
ever, was his dedication to his 
teams. Piorkowski returned to 
coach just four months after 
being diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma in January 2012 and 
even rallied back from be-
ing wheelchair-bound with 
a broken neck to be with his 
squads. 

Now, Piorkowski’s accom-
plishments have been im-
mortalized, right where they 
should be—on the sideline 
of the Bayside High School 
fields. 

“It means everything,” 
Bernstein said. “When you 
think of Bayside High School, 
you think of Stephen Pi-
orkowski.” 

A section of 204th Street in Bayside will be renamed after late softball 
and basketball coach Steve Piorkowski, who passed away at age 54 in 
2015.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Cardozo boys basketball coach Ron Naclerio was one of five inductees in the Judges' 2016 athletic Hall of 
Fame.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Street renamed to honor Bayside High’s ‘Coach P’

Cardozo inducts fi ve into hall of fame
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BY LAURA AMATO

Matt Collier couldn’t stick 
around for too long. 

He had an important meet-
ing. 

The brand-new Queens Col-
lege men’s basketball coach, 
who was officially introduced 
during a press conference 
Tuesday, was meeting with 
players. Or at least some of 
them. It’s been a work in prog-
ress for the Jamaica native 
since he was hired last Friday, 
meeting one on-one with each 
of his players as he tries to 
build relationships with them 
on and off the court. 

As far as Collier is con-
cerned, that’s his most impor-
tant job right now. He’s not 
thinking about workouts or 
staff hires or even the recruit-
ing trail. Well, at least not too 
much. He’s got a lot on his 
mind. And the most important 
thing is to create a team. 

“I’m ecstatic that I’m here,” 
Collier said. “Sometimes 
storybook-type stories can be 
a little bit corny, but I truly 
believe it lined up this way 
because it was the right situ-
ation for everyone. It’s just a 
great marriage and I’m look-
ing forward to capitalizing on 
that and running with it.”

The past few weeks have 
been a bit overwhelming for 
Collier. 

A veteran assistant, who 
spent the last six seasons on 
the staff at Drexel University, 
Collier immediately sought 
out the position with the 
Knights as soon as he heard 
it was available. Fast forward 

a few days and over 90 appli-
cants had applied for the job. 
Collier was one of a handful 
of semifinalist selected for a 
Skype interview just before 
Memorial Day and, he had to 
admit, he was nervous. 

He wanted this—badly—
and was determined to prove 
he was the perfect candidate. 

Collier did that and more. He 
went through nearly half a doz-
en more interviews, explain-
ing his vision for the program, 
his commitment to academics 
and his hopes of building a 
program in the heart of New 
York City. 

Collier was officially of-
fered the job about a week 

after his initial interview. It 
only took a few moments for 
him to accept. 

“I had been thinking for a 
little while about trying to take 
that next step to become a head 
coach,” Collier said. “I tried 
to present myself as best as I 
could. I accepted right away. 
It didn’t take much, probably 
within 30 seconds from when 
she handed me the offer letter. 
It was a dream come true.”

Now that he’s gotten the job 
and the homecoming, Collier 
is ready to get to work. 

The Knights have faced 
their fair share of controversy 
over the past few months as for-
mer head coach Darryl Jacobs 
was removed from the program 
in February, but Collier is anx-
ious to move beyond that. 

Collier knows that this is 
a difficult road, but he’s more 
than ready to walk it. Or may-
be run. After all, he and his 
team have places to be. 

“It’s not going to be an over-
night process,” Collier said. 
“Especially the way I intend 
to do it, but I also believe that’s 
the right way to do it. A quick 
fix is not going to work here. If 
we build it the right way, then 
I believe it’ll be sustained for 
success over a long period of 
time and that’s the goal.”

Matt Collier, a Queens native, is set to return home, taking over the helm of the Queens College men's basek-
tabll program.  Photo Courtesy of Drexel Athletics

Collier takes charge at Queens College

Patterson, who averaged 22 
points per game last season. 
“I learned a lot. I took away a 
lot. So it really pushes me now 
to bring that to my high school 
team and my AAU team to bet-
ter them. I’m the type of per-
son, no matter how good of a 
player I am, I want to make the 
people around me just as good. 
So I know if I take what they 
taught me, I’ll bring it back to 
whoever I’m playing with and 
it can help.”

The door hasn’t completely 
shut on a future with Team 
USA, but right now, Patterson 
is focused on what’s next—a 
summer of AAU basketball 
with the Westchester Hoopers 
and, most importantly, a col-
lege decision. 

That, of course, has been as 
much of a whirlwind as com-
peting with Team USA. 

After a junior season that 
saw nearly 60 schools express 
interest, Patterson has nar-
rowed down her choices to 
four programs—Notre Dame, 
St. John’s, Tennessee and Vir-

ginia.
“The schools that I did 

keep, sitting down with them 
after watching them watch 
me from the stands was a bit 
nervewracking,” Patterson 
said. “But the schools I picked, 
I felt a connection with them. 
I felt I could play in their sys-
tem. I know definitely what 
I’m looking for in a school. It 
just pushes me really hard.”

Patterson is doing her best 
not to get ahead of herself. She 
knows what she wants. Af-
ter all, at 6-foot-3, she can see 
above just about everyone else. 
But finding a balance between 
everything—from Team USA 
to college options to her final 
season of high school ball—is 
easier said than done.

That’s when Patterson 
takes a deep breath. She might 
not shed another tear, but Pat-
terson knows how impressive 
her career has been and she’s 
not remotely ready to slow 
down. 

“I’m trying to bring a 
championship to this school,” 
Patterson said. “I really want 
to do that before I get ready to 
leave. To be able to do that for 
them would be great.”

plays.”
That dominance on the de-

fensive side of the ball could 
be the difference down the 
stretch for the Commodores. 
Eleanor Roosevelt has aver-
aged just under eight runs a 
game in the postseason and 
the Huskies are more than 
capable of putting runs on the 
board.  

“This team has really 
come together at the end of 

the season and it’s kind of 
like all hands on deck head-
ing into the final,” sophomore 
first baseman Jesse Spellman 
said. “I think whoever we play 
we have to focus on what we 
can do. We just have to play as 
a team and keep our heads up 
no matter what.”

Bayside feels good about 
its chances of claiming a 
championship. The Commo-
dores don’t want to jinx any-
thing, but there’s no reason to 
go into this final game with-
out anything but confidence. 
After all, with five seniors 

on the team, this squad has 
waited a long time for this op-
portunity. 

They’re not going to waste 
it. 

“It’s a real honor to get 
here,” Alfonzo said. “We’ve 
been working so hard all of 
last year and this year to 
achieve this opportunity. 
We’ve been through some 
rough times, but as a team 
we’ve faced the obstacles and 
now we get a chance to prove 
ourselves and try and win a 
championship.”

Patterson Bayside
Continued from Page 45 Continued from Page 45
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ration,” 10,000 Small Business-
es Executive Director Jane 
Schulman said. “Some compa-
nies in 10,000 Small Business-
es decide to rent space in NY-
Designs, which allows them to 
use an onsite laser cutter, 3D 
printer, and other high-tech 
tools  in NYDesign’s FabLab, 
or use its procurement and de-
velopment centers.”

One example of this syn-
ergy is the story of Nadira El 
Khang, originally from Mo-
rocco, who graduated from 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege in 2014 with an associate 
degree in accounting. While 
studying at LaGuardia, she be-
gan NadiraBag, a store featur-
ing her unique and fashionable 

handmade leather bags.
El Khang came through 

the program and took home 
top prize in the Capital One 
Student Design Entrepreneur 
Challenge, which came with 
$1,000 to put towards her busi-
ness. She then rented office 
space at NYDesigns, where 
she received counsel on her 
business plans.

“10,000 Small Businesses 
helped unlock my fears about 
expanding my business and 
gave me confidence  to broad-
en my leather goods store on-
line, to in-person at a pop-up 
store called Made in Queens,” 
El Khang said. “The store’s 
grand opening will be June 15 
in Long Island City, and I’m so 
excited for my future and for 
the future of NadiraBag.”

The unique retail store, 
located at 27-24 Queens Plaza 

South, is the creation of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, a non-profit 
whose mission is to create and 
retain jobs through program-
ming that assists small busi-
nesses and promotes tourism 
and business development.

“Nadira’s story is a shin-
ing example of modern-day 
life in Queens,” Rob MacKay, 
QEDC’s Director of Public Re-
lations, said. “An immigrant 
arrives with talent and desire. 
She seeks help from local non-
profits to start a business with 
a unique, high-quality prod-
uct. Shoppers love her and ev-
eryone wins. We see it all the 
time.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

ed clients and Kim’s office. 
In January 2014, All about 

Automotive entered into a set-
tlement agreement with DCA 
in response to violations is-
sued by the agency and agreed 
to comply with the law, submit 
monthly compliance reports 
and pay $55,000 in consumer 
restitution and fines, accord-
ing to the DCA.

But  All About Automotive 

continued to violate the law 
despite the agreement and the 
agency received additional 
consumer complaints, so the 
agency issued additional vio-
lations and sought to revoke 
the company’s license and 
obtain restitution for consum-
ers, Nori said.

Most of the complaints 
were about overcharging, de-
manding cash, failing to take 
towed vehicles back to the stor-
age yard and damage to towed 
vehicles.  DCA also found the 
company was towing from lots 

without owners’ authoriza-
tion. 

In January, an administra-
tive law judge issued the final 
decision in the DCA’s case 
against All About Automo-
tive, revoked the company’s 
license and ordered it to pay 
$375,418.41 in restitution to 
more than 2,800 consumers. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans), who also at-
tended the event, said. “Dur-
ing this time of worship, we 
need to continue to stand 
together and this town hall 
showed the community why 
this harassment needs to 
stop.” 

During the town hall, at-
tendees also discussed how 

to increase education about 
Islam for students and teach-
ers and how to spread aware-
ness about the ways students 
can report bullying and ha-
rassment.

In December, U.S. Attor-
ney General Loretta Lynch 
also spoke out about her con-
cern regarding anti-Muslim 
bullying in schools, address-
ing the issue in the aftermath 
of the terrorist incidents in 
Paris and California.

Khan was wearing tradi-
tional Islamic attire at the time 
of the attack, according to the 
statement. He was being treat-
ed at Jamaica Hospital Center 
for multiple broken bones in 
his face, as well as fractured 
ribs and a concussion. 

CAIR released a photo of 
Khan that was taken in the 
hospital and said he had been 
scheduled to undergo surgery 
this Monday.

The NYPD released a video 
of two of the three suspects 

fleeing the scene in the after-
math of the incident and were 
encouraging anyone with in-
formation about the assault to 
call NYPD Crime Stoppers at 
1 (800) 577-TIPS. Elected offi-
cials also expressed their dis-
may about the assault.

“The attack on Mohamed 
Rasheed Khan is a sad ex-
ample of what happens when 
people take regrettable actions 
based on hate speech espoused 
by those with a platform to 
do so,” City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
said. “This weekend, I had the 
pleasure of participating in 
several events that attracted 

families and brought together 
people of various backgrounds 
and creeds. That is what south-
east Queens is about, not indi-
viduals who react foolishly to 
inflammatory comments they 
hear on the news or from irre-
sponsible leaders.”

On April 20, a man dis-
rupted prayer services at the 
Jamaica Muslim Center at 85-
37 168th St. and uttered anti-
Muslim remarks to people at 
the mosque, according to state-
ments from the Muslim Cen-
ter. He attacked 10 individuals 
before he was pushed out into 
the street by members of the 
congregation and arrested.

Harbor, Highway Patrol, 
Community Affairs and 
Counter Terrorism Units.”

There will be no parking 
between 44th Drive and 54th 
Avenue for security reasons 
from 10 p.m. July 3 until 
12:01 a.m. July 5. Cars will be 
towed to a legal parking spot 
east of 11th Street.

Travaglia is asking resi-
dents to have guests arrive 
in the neighborhood before 
3 p.m., carrying invitations 
with the address and contact 
phone number of the host so 
officers can verify their des-
tination. He is also urging 
businesses who intend to stay 
open July 4 to use a ticket or 
reservation system for the 
day, providing patrons with 
a ticket or reservation with 
the name and phone number 
of the establishment.

With Hunters Point South 

Park closed to the public, the 
New York State Police will 
monitor the crowd at Gantry 
Plaza State Park and when 
maximum occupancy occurs, 
the piers will be closed.

“Being center stage for 
this event is a huge honor for 
our community,” Travaglia 
said. “Due to our success and 
the hospitality we provided 
last year, Macy’s has chosen 
us again. But with this honor 
comes monstrous responsi-
bility and concerns. Safety 
and security are paramount. 
I cannot thank the communi-
ty enough for their past coop-
eration and obviously need it 
again to get this job done. We 
cannot do it without you.”

The captain warned that 
anyone in possession of a 
drone or similar flying de-
vice will be turned away and 
anyone operating a device of 
that nature at the event will 
be charged with the appro-
priate statute resulting in a 
summons or arrest.

Continued from Page 1 
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will continue to lag behind 
California, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, Texas and Washing-
ton that already allow finan-
cial aid opportunities for un-
documented youth.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) urged his col-
leagues in the upper chamber 
to pass the Dream Act “and 
right this wrong, once and 
for all.” The lead sponsor of 
the bill in the Senate said 
implementation of the Dream 
Act would cost $27 million, 
amounting to an average of a 
few cents annually for an av-
erage New York taxpayer.

“Let’s remember that the 
average college graduate 
makes more money and pays 
more in taxes than people 
who did not receive a higher 

education degree,” Peralta 
said. “This is clearly an in-
vestment in our future.”

It is estimated that of the 
roughly 4,500 undocumented 
students who graduate from 
New York high schools every 
year, only 5 to 10 percent are 
able to pursue a college edu-
cation because of the finan-
cial burden.

“For many New Yorkers, 
the dream of obtaining high-
er education would be impos-
sible without years of savings 
and the help of state financial 
aid,” Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie said. “Therefore, 
denying aid to thousands 
of immigrant students that 
graduate from New York high 
schools every year means 
denying them access to the 
education they need to fully 
participate in and contribute 
to our economy.”

Continued from Page 5 

Dream Act

to lock the door—make sure 
they’re safe first—and call 
911. There were no customers 
in the store at the time, which 
I’m happy about. Nobody was 
hurt,” Anagnostos said.

Five patrolmen and three 
undercover officers initially 
responded to the call, accord-
ing to the owner.

Police searched the neigh-
borhood looking for the dis-
carded cash drawer but did 
not find it. 

Other Queens robberies 
the suspect is believed to have 
carried out occurred within 

the confines of the 106th  109th 
and 112th precincts and in-
cluded two Dunkin Donuts 
and a Carvel, the NYPD said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Robberies
Continued from Page 2 
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