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BY MADINA TOURE

A 24-year-old armed Whit-
estone man, who was charged 
with drug possession in Janu-
ary, was fatally shot by a re-
tired NYPD police officer af-
ter he tried to rob patrons at a 
Whitestone bar early Monday, 
police said.

The man, identified by po-
lice as Andrew McClean, has 
seven prior arrests in Janu-
ary, including one for heroin 
possession as well as six other 
arrests that are sealed, accord-
ing to a police spokesman. His 
next court date was July 11, 
according to a spokeswoman 
for District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

The former police officer, a 
69-year-old man who worked 
in Upper Manhattan for seven 
years and retired in 1975 with 
three-quarters disability pen-
sion, has not been charged at 
this time, the spokesman said.

 At about 3:53 a.m., police 
responded to a call about a 
man shot at The Parkside Pub 
at 24-14 149th St.

When they arrived, offi-
cers discovered McClean with 
a gunshot wound to the head, 
police said.

EMS responded and pro-
nounced him dead at the scene, 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
As alumni entered Bay-

side High School for the 80th 
anniversary of the school’s 
founding, the walls were dec-
orated with student photos 
from decades past. The crowd 
of attendees gazed at the class 
portraits, sports teams and 
sororities in the school’s cel-
ebrated history.

“You can’t really celebrate 
the future without under-
standing the past,” Emanuel 
Mensah, an alumnus from the 
class of 2012, said. “When you 
go to a school like this, you feel 
like a family.”

Alumni enjoyed food do-
nated by Brian Dempsey’s Bar 
and Restaurant in the school’s 
gym, which was adorned with 
balloons, a photo booth and a 
dance floor. Dozens of tables 
were set up for the more than 
200 attendees, with alumni 
ranging from classes dating 
back to the early ‘60s and up 
to  the past few years. Don-
ald Bohn and Eileen Torraca, 
both of the class of 1962, said 
the school had been impec-
cably maintained. They also 
fondly recalled teachers they 
had shared. 

“They were really devoted 
to the students,” Toracca said.

Bayside High School’s first 
day was on March 16, 1936, 
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Retired cop 
kills robber 
in boro bar

Bayside HS marks 80 years
Graduates from classes dating back to ‘60s return for jubilant reunion

Councilman Peter Vallone pushed to get the Whitestone street in front of Charles Lucania's house 
renamed for the 34-year-old union electrician, who was killed working on the 98th floor of the WTC 
South Tower on 9/11. His sister, Joann (c), and mother accept the sign.  Photo by Michael Shain 

REMEMBERING A LIFE LOST ON 9/11 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 bid 
farewell to District Manager 
Marilyn Bitterman, who will 
be retiring from the board in 
August after 40 years. 

Bitterman was honored at 
CB7’s monthly board meeting 
at Union Care Plaza Center in 
downtown Flushing Monday 
night. Her last district service 
cabinet meeting is June 24. 
CB7 Chairman Gene Kelty an-
nounced her retirement in a 
memo. Bitterman also wrote a 
letter to board members.

Kelty credited Bitterman 
with training board members 
and showing them the ropes. 

“It is nice being the chair-
man at this time when she was 
the district manager,” he said. 
“It was a privilege for me to 
have her have my back.”

Bitterman joined CB7 in 
January 1976 as a part-time 
employee but increased her 
hours over the years. In 1984, 
she became a full-time em-
ployee as the assistant district 
manager and then assumed 
the role of district manager in 

1998.
She said the main factor 

leading to her decision to re-
tire is that she is executor to 
her brother-in-law’s will and 
estate and she has to take care 
of his nephew. 

“I’m speechless,” she said 
as board members and elected 
officials applauded for her. 
“Actually it was not an easy 
decision to make.”

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), who gave her a 
proclamation, congratulated 
her for the time she has devot-
ed to community service for 
CB 7, which covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point and 
Bay Terrace.

“It’s not easy to serve as a 
district manager for so many 
years,” Koo said.

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who gave her a 
certificate, remarked during 
the meeting that Bitterman 
was still doing her job.

“She’s taking attendance 
while we’re honoring her!” 
Vallone said. “She never stops, 
she never stops. She’s there all 
the time. She’s in my office.”

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said she had 
a big responsibility given that 
CB7 is one of the largest com-
munity boards in New York 
City. 

“I had to make sure I 
stopped by this very special 
evening, our last community 
board meeting with our very 
dear Marilyn Bitterman,” he 
said. “She’s been with us for so 
many years.”

A representative for City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
also read a statement on behalf 
of Stringer praising Bitter-
man. 

She has a husband, Jack; 
two children, Noel and Tracy; 
and three grandchildren, Ga-
briel, Sadie and Cassidy. 

She is currently co-presi-
dent of the Bay Terrace Gar-
den Jewish Center. She served 
on the Borough President’s 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park coordinating committee, 
the turning point initiative 
that addressed health care 
priorities for Queens as well 
as the Queens Traffic Safety 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The Congressional Quiet 

Skies Caucus is worried that 
a new flight arrival plan for 
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport will create ad-
ditional airplane noise over 
Queens.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration is seeking to 
implement the new plan for 
Newark Airport in the fall. 
The plan would allow air 
traffic controllers to shift 
a small number of arriving 
flights to Newark’s Runway 
29 if the airport’s Runway 4 
Left or 4 Right are at capac-
ity. The agency is currently 
reviewing the environmental 
impact study it conducted for 
the plan.

“In 2012, new flight pat-
terns over Queens slapped in-
creased airplane noise over 
our borough, a move that con-
tinues to ruin quality of life 
for Queens residents,” U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) said. “We will not accept 
any new noise and we’ll do 
everything in our power—
legislative and otherwise—to 
fight this plan should it nega-
tively impact our borough. 
The FAA must immediately 
clarify whether this new 
plan for Newark Airport will 

cause any new aircraft noise 
over Queens.”

The FAA said it expects to 
use the procedure on a limit-
ed basis beginning some time 
in the fall and that about six 
additional aircraft will use 
the procedure per hour dur-
ing peak operating periods.

The procedure routes air-
craft over Upper and Lower 
New York Bays for most of the 
planned route. Once aircraft 
begin to turn toward Runway 
29 for landing, they will use 
the same arrival path as pre-
vious or existing procedure 
routes.

Aircraft will approach 
Newark Airport from the 
south and east over commu-
nities to the southeast of the 
airport. 

When aircraft are on this 
track, they will be at an alti-
tude of 3,000 feet over Mon-
mouth County, Marlboro 
Township and Union Beach 
and at or below an altitude 
of 1,400 feet when over Bay-
onne. 

“The FAA conducted an 
environmental review of the 
procedure in accordance with 
the National Environmental 
Policy Act, and determined 
that it will not significantly 
increase noise,” the agency 

Elected officials are concerned a new flight arrival plan for 
Newark Airport will lead to more aircraft noise over Queens. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Outgoing Community Board 7 District Manager Marilyn Bitterman (c) received a proclamation for her years of 
community service. Photo by Madina Toure

Newark fl ight plan 
could increase noise

Key CB7 leader retires
District Manager Marilyn Bitterman served 40 years
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BY MARK HALLUM

Jewish and Muslim attend-
ees gathered to break bread for 
Ramadan’s Iftar dinner at the 
Central Queens Y last week. 
At the third annual interfaith 
meal hosted by the Y and fund-
ed by United Jewish Appeal, 
attendees sat side by side to en-
joy food and music in a night of 
cultural exchange.

The Central Queens Y and 
religious leaders kicked off the 
June 9 event by saying a few 
words about why interfaith 
events are important for mu-
tual respect between Jews and 
Muslims.

“We’s so proud to be able 
to do this, to bring the com-
munity together. Because we 
believe that by listening to 
one another and hearing each 
other’s stories, we can work to-
gether to build a better world,” 
Jeri Mendolsohn, executive 
vice president and CEO of 
Samuel Field  in Little Neck 
and Central Queens Y in For-
est Hills, said. “I truly believe 

that the world is in need of 
people sitting together, break-
ing bread and learning from 
one another.”

“If we can do more of what’s 
happening here, if we can do 
more of opening our hearts 
and our minds and our soul 
to the others that we build a 
common society with, then all 
that bad stuff that’s happening 
in the world gets diminished,” 
Rabbi Bob Kaplan said.

Mustafa Demirci, a La-
Guardia student and musician 
from Istanbul, performed a 
song on the kanoun, a Turkish 
string instrument. He was fol-
lowed by Yusuf Gyurtas, who 
played the ney, a flute-like in-
strument. 

Luly Kaufmann is a Holo-
caust survivor of Romanian 
birth who has experienced 
hate first hand. Having lived 
in Forest Hills for over 50 
years, Kaufann found it easy 
to talk to the people seated at 
her table. She said it was as if 
she knew them well. 

“This is my first time com-

ing to this event. It is very 
easy to communicate with the 
people,” Kaufann said. “Hate 
makes us miserable. It ex-
cludes us.”

Yael Rosenstock, director 
of programming for the Cen-
ter for Ethnic, Racial and Re-

ligious Understanding, was 
invited to speak at the event, 
which she said corresponded 
with their mission to break 
down barriers of hate through 
dialogue.

“CERRU has been deliber-
ating for a while now [about] 

 what it is we want to make our 
new mission statement and 
the best way to express that is 
‘changing the world one dia-
logue at a time.’ It seems clear 
to me this is what this event is 
about,” Rosenstock said. 

“People on both sides have 
known quite a great deal of 
hardship in the world as well 
as good things,” Mendolsohn 
said as she spoke about how 
far the interfaith dinner has 
come in the past three years. 
“We’re starting to see rela-
tionships forming. They’re 
sitting together, there’s more 
children at the event. They’re 
coming together with very in-
teresting questions related to 
how people live.” 

The food served up was 
of varying Middle Eastern 
origins, such as Turkish and 
Israeli, while baklava was for 
desert.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Mustafa Demirci, a LaGuardia Community College student from Turkey, 
plays the kanoun at the Central Queens Y annual Iftar interfaith dinner 
on Thursday. Photo courtesy Central Queens Y

Jews and Muslims share interfaith Ramadan meal
Event at Central Queens Y brings together followers of both faiths to enjoy their cultures 

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Although the City Council 
passed a bill introduced by 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and Councilman 
David Greenfield (D-Brook-
lyn) imposing timelines on 
the designation of landmarks 
and historic districts, histor-
ic preservationists and some 
Council members say the bill 
could hurt the character of 
the city’s historic districts 
and properties.

The bill, which passed 
the City Council June 8 by a 
vote of 40-10, was introduced 
last year on the 50th anniver-
sary of the city Landmarks 
Law. Nearly 100 properties 
remained on the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
calendar for as long as the 
law existed. 

The vote was moved up 
to June 8 from June 9, which 

Koo said took him by sur-
prise.

“We should have a time-
line for landmarking: either 
landmark or don’t landmark 
it,” he said. “My bill is very 
straightforward, it’s only one 
page long.”

The original bill set a 
one-year deadline for the 
LPC to designate individual 
landmarks and two years for 
historic districts as well as 
to bar properties from recon-
sideration if the deadline was 
not met. 

But following a full-day 
public hearing seeking input 
from the community and the 
LPC, Koo and Greenfield re-
visited the timelines to allow 
for greater flexibility and ex-
tensions. They also decided 
to ax the moratorium against 
recalendaring, or putting 
properties on the calendar 

BY BILL PARRY
 
In response to the worst gun 

massacre in U.S. history in Or-
lando,  Fla., U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) will join 
members of the New York Con-
gressional Delegation, other 
elected officials, LGBT leaders 
and gun safety advocates at a 
City Hall gathering to honor 
the victims and call for the 
passage of legislation to put a 
halt to gun violence. 

Last Sunday, 49 people were 
murdered, including 26-year-
old Mercedez Marisol Flores, 
who was born in Ozone Park, 
but moved to Florida when she 
was young.

Another 53 were wounded 
during a nearly three-hour 
rampage by gunman Omar 
Mateen, who targeted mem-
bers of the LGBT community 
at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando 

before he was shot and killed 
by police. Flores had gone to 
the club with her friend Aman-
da Alvear, who was also killed 
in the attack, because both felt 
safe dancing there.

Mateen, a Muslim, was 

born in Queens but his Afghan 
family moved to Long Island 
and then Florida.

 “I forgive the boy because 
I cannot take that hate in my 
life,” Flores’s father, Cesar, 
told reporters in Orlando. 
His daughter “had so many 
dreams,” Florez said. “We 
must all come together, we 
must all be at piece, we must 
all love each other, because 
this hatred cannot continue 
for the rest of our lives.”

That sentiment was echoed 
in Queens last Sunday in Jack-
son Heights when elected of-
ficials and LGBT and Muslim 
community leaders came to-
gether at Diversity Plaza.

“I stand with my Muslim 
and LGBT brothers and sisters 
to denounce this mass shoot-
ing in Orlando and hate in 
all its forms,” openly gay City 

BY BILL PARRY

Vice President Joe Biden, 
who in 2014 likened LaGuar-
dia Airport to one in a third 
world country, returned there 
to help Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
formally break ground on the 
$4.2 billion reconstruction 
project, marking the first com-
plete rebuild of an airport in 
the United States in 20 years. 

Cuomo thanked Biden for 
“opening our eyes” to the di-
lapidated state of the airport, 
paving the way and clearing 
federal red tape for the new 
1.3 million-square-foot, state-
of-the-art Grand Terminal 
Building with a new road net-
work and 3,000-space parking 
garage.

“LaGuardia is a key driver 
of New York’s economy and 
transportation network, but 
for far too long it has been out-
dated, overcrowded, and un-
worthy of the Empire State,” 
Cuomo said. “Today, we are 
not just breaking ground, we 
are building an entirely new 
LaGuardia and transforming 
it into a world-class trans-
portation gateway for the 21st 

century. This state has always 
been built to lead and now that 
legacy continues with this un-
precedented project that will 
drive growth and generate 
continued prosperity for gen-

erations to come.”
Biden, who called himself 

Mr. Infrastructure, came to 
LaGuardia to bring more at-
tention to the reconstruction 
in the hope that other gover-

nors would follow Cuomo’s ex-
ample and build big projects.

“You’re going to make a gi-
gantic difference not only in 
the state of New York, but in 
the region,” Biden said. “It’s 

consequential. Our life blood 
depends on it. The greatest 
city in the world needs and de-
serves the greatest infrastruc-
ture.”

With aircraft taking off and 
landing behind them, Cuomo 
said by moving the terminal 
600 feet closer to the Grand 
Central Parkway, it will in-
crease airport taxiways by 
more than two miles, “which 
increases the flight operations 
240 percent.” That means more 
flights coming in, and turning 
around faster for departure, 
he said.  

The rebuild, the largest 
public-private partnership in 
U.S. history, will create 18,000 
direct and indirect jobs, he 
added, helping New York “get 
its mojo” back.

“The ground-breaking for 
the construction of the new La-
Guardia Airport signals to the 
world New York’s commitment 
to remaining the first-rate city 
we all expect it to be,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said. “The 
overhaul of LaGuardia has 

Councilman Daniel Dromm fights 
back the tears as he calls for uni-
ty of the Muslim and LGBT commu-
nities following the nation’s worst 
gun massacre in Orlando. 

Courtesy of Council member Dromm

Vice President Joe Biden (l) joins Gov. Andrew Cuomo before a ground-breaking ceremony for the LaGuardia 
Airport reconstruction project. Photo by Michael Shain 

Biden at LaGuardia groundbreaking
 Veep thanks Cuomo for setting example for other governors in region on major projects

Muslims, gays come together
for Orlando at Diversity Plaza

Landmarks bill splits 
pols, preservationists
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Anna Kaplan, one of the 
five candidates in the Demo-
cratic primary race to suc-
ceed U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) in representing 
northeast Queens, said her 
approaches to policy and her 
motivation for running were 
informed by her experience 
as an immigrant who left Iran 
in the midst of that country’s 
revolution.  

“I truly believe I am living 
the American dream. I came to 
this country as a refugee, got 
asylum, got an education, gave 
my kids a great public educa-
tion, and I’m putting my best 
foot forward in giving back,” 
she said during an interview 
with the TimesLedger staff. “I 
would like the opportunities 
that were available to me to be 
available to other people com-
ing to this country.”

Kaplan was raised in Iran 
until she was 13, when she left 
with 40 other children who 
were fleeing the country. She 
eventually settled in Jamaica 
with her parents and now lives 
in Great Neck with her family. 
She was elected to the North 
Hempstead Town Council in 
2011 and won re-election in 
2015. Kaplan said she worked 
well with officials from differ-
ent political parties and point-
ed out how she secured state 

funding to make improve-
ments to Manhasset Valley 
Park, including athletic fields 
and a new comfort station that 
opened last October. 

Kaplan said Queens resi-
dents in the 3rd Congressio-

nal District, which includes 
parts of Bay Terrace, Little 
Neck, Glen Oaks, Floral Park 
and Whitestone, have stressed 
to her that the community 
needed better transit options, 
including more express bus 
stops. Kaplan said she would 
fight to bring additional rev-
enue back to the district.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Dennis Farrell, the princi-

pal of Sacred Heart School for 
28 years, will be hanging up 
his hat at the end of this year. 
At 69 years old, he feels he 
can leave his job knowing he 
has made a difference to the 
community and the students 
he has served in his long ca-
reer as an educator.

Sacred Heart, located at 
216-01 38th Ave., is a Catholic 
school which teaches nurs-
ery, pre-kindergarten, kin-
dergarten and Grades 1-8.

Many former students 
will look back at their years 
at Sacred Heart with the im-
age of Farrell in their minds, 
standing on stage at the first 
grade Mother’s Fashion Show 
and throwing “Denny Bills,” 
local currency at the Catho-
lic school awarded to kids 
who can later exchange them 
for snacks and candy. Now, 
according to Farrell, one of 
the first questions asked by 
students when they hear he is 
retiring has something to do 
with “Denny Bills.”

This system of rewards 
and common interests with 
students has built the foun-
dation of Farrell’s career, 
which started he started 
teaching social studies at 
Saint Leo’s School in Corona 
before becoming principal 
of St. Mary’s in Long Island 
City for 13 years, and then to 
Sacred Heart in 1988.

“You have to give them 
something about you that 
they own,” Farrell said. “I’m 
not an austere principal, but 
I’m giving them a part of my-
self that they can hold onto. If 

they need to come back and 
talk to me, we have that com-
monality.”  

According to Farrell, he 
is known for his accessibility 
as a principal. A fact which 
is backed up in a New York 
State Legislative Resolution 
awarded to him by state As-
semblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), who is an 
alum of Sacred Heart.

“Dennis J. Farrell is a 
very visible principal and is 
always checking in with his 
students on a personal level at 
7:45 a.m. or during the three 
lunch periods... he knows 
each and every student he 
has taught by name, and he 
remembers what awards they 
earned at graduation,” the 
Legislative Resolution said.

Braunstein presented Far-
rell with the award.

 “As an alumnus of Sacred 
Heart School, I would like to 
thank Principal Farrell for 
28 years of exemplary service 
and dedication to his stu-
dents,” , he said.

 This year alone, $1.1 mil-
lion in scholarships have 
been awarded to students of 
Sacred Heart School.

One program Farrell tbe-
lieves has an impact on the 
lives of his students and their 
parents is the after-school 
Writing Club at Sacred Heart. 
The junior high students who 
engage in the activity volun-
tarily have the opportunity 
to showcase their work to 
parents at evening meetings. 
This is also a way parents can 
have meaningful supervision 
of their children beyond nor-
mal school hours.

BY MADINA TOURE

Candidates running for 
state Senate and Assembly 
seats have started collecting 
petitions to get onto the ballot. 

The primary will take 
place Sept. 13. A spokeswoman 
for the state Board of Elections 
said candidates must file their 
petitions with the board be-
tween July 11 and July 14. 

In order for a candidate’s 
name to appear on a ballot, 
New York State requires state 
Senate candidates to gather a 
minimum of 1,000 signatures 
from registered voters who 
are members of the candidate’s 
party and reside in the candi-
date’s district. State Assembly 
candidates must gather 500 
signatures.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and S.J. Jung, 
former president of the MinK-
won Center for Community 
Action, are vying for the 16th 
Senate District seat. The dis-
trict includes parts of Flush-
ing, Bayside, Whitestone, 
Elmhurst, Woodside, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills.

And over in southeast 
Queens, three candidates are 
running for the 33rd Assembly 
District seat that was held by 
the late state Assemblywom-
an Barbara Clark: Roy Paul, 
lead organizer for Southeast 
Queens for Community Ac-
tion; Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the NAACP’s Jamaica 
branch; and community advo-
cate Clyde Vanel, who also pre-
viously served as chief of staff 

for state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park). Vanel 
also ran against Clark in 2011 
in an unsuccessful bid. 

The district includes Cam-
bria Heights, St. Albans, 
Queens Village, Hollis and 
Bellerose. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) is also being chal-
lenged by a Republican, Jarret 
Freeman, for his 14th Senate 
District Seat, which covers 
neighborhoods such as Cam-
bria Heights, Hollis, Queens 
Village, Laurelton, St. Albans, 
parts of Jamaica, Jamaica Es-
tates and Briarwood. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Assemblyman Edward Braunstein awards Sacred Heart School 
Principal Dennis Farrell with a Legislative Resolution for his retire-
ment.

Anna Kaplan says Queens residents in the 3rd Congressional District 
are concerned about aircraft noise, better transit options and col-
lege affordability during an interview at the TimesLedger office. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Primary petitioning kicks off 

Beloved principal 
retires in Bayside

Kaplan touts record
LI Town Councilwoman runs to succeed Steve Israel

Continued on Page 49
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BY MADINA TOURE

Developers and experts in Flush-
ing and downtown Jamaica weighed 
in on how recent development projects 
have affected the two neighborhoods at 
a panel last week in Long Island City 
hosted by ULI New York, a nonprofit 
that provides leadership in land use 
policy. 

The panel, moderated by Melva 
Miller, Queens deputy borough presi-
dent, was held June 9 at SPACES at the 
Falchi Building, located at 31-00 47th 
Ave. 

The panelists were David Brick-
man, vice president of Onex Real Es-
tate Partners; Hope Knight, president 
and CEO of Greater Jamaica Develop-
ment Corporation; and Michael Meyer, 
president of F&T Group. 

“Queens is severely under-retailed 
and if you speak to your colleagues 
about development in Queens, as we 
develop housing we need to make sure 
that we have the infrastructure and 
the amenities, the commercial, to go 
along with that residential develop-
ment,” Miller said.

Miller said downtown Flushing is 
mostly zoned for higher density com-
mercial. In 2007, the Department of 
City Planning rezoned downtown Ja-
maica to maintain the character of the 
neighborhood and provide for a mix of 
residential, business and community 
activities. It also established a special 
district. 

Flushing Commons, a 1.8-million-
square-foot mixed-use development, 
will include residential, office, retail, 
parking and community space. The 
first phase was topped off in March.

The development, which is 90 per-
cent sold out, will receive its first tem-
porary occupancy certificate for the 
underground garage this month and 
the second for the office tower by early 
November.

Meyer said F&T Group, one of Flush-
ing Commons’ developers, said he was 
working at Tishman Realty Construc-
tion when he was put on assignment 
for the Queens County Savings Bank 
to look at a development. F&T Group’s 
headquarters, Queens Crossing, is at 
the bank’s old site. 

Michael Lee, F&T Group’s co-found-
er, put a request for proposal in the 
Wall Street Journal to attract interest 
to the site and ultimately succeeded. 

Meyer said Flushing was blighted 
at the time and that he and Lee went to 
Shanghai around 1998, which was also 
blighted. 

He noted that China and Flushing’s 
trajectories are parallel and that Chi-
nese real estate focuses entirely on 
ownership, both residential and office.

“It’s almost like Flushing is a sub.

urb of China...so as China has had its 
ascendancy in the geopolitical time, 
so Flushing has flourished as well,” he 
said. 

The third and final building, 
SkyView Parc, a condominium located 
at 40-22 College Point Blvd., just topped 
off this quarter and roughly 5 acres of 
the 7-acre rooftop park will be com-
plete.

Brickman, whose company is the 
developer for Sky View Parc, said that 
although it was challenging to com-
plete a development on such a large, 
complex site in one economic cycle, big 
box retailers were scouring New York 
City because of the density and lack of 
retail and people were looking to move 
back into the city from the suburbs. 
Parking has also become a big con-
cern.

“It was a confluence of trends, de-
mographics that were happening,” he 
said.

Knight said there is proposal to cre-
ate a hospitality hub for the AirTrain 
project, which connects John F. Ken-
nedy Airport to the Jamaica LIRR sta-
tion. The idea is to make the Sutphin 
Boulevard/AirTrain station a conve-
nient destination for travelers to stay 
at a hotel close to the station. 

She also said two hotels—Marriott 
Courtyard Fairfield Inn and a Hil-
ton Garden Inn—are in development, 
along with a project on 160th Street 
and Jamaica Avenue that will house a 
TJ Maxx, Burlington and H&M. 

“To support this hotel growth, we 
are definitely looking to diversify re-
tail,” she said. “Jamaica does have a 
vibrant retail corridor along Sutphin 
Boulevard and Jamaica Avenue.”

Hope Knight of the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. (l-r) and Michael Meyer 
of FT Group discuss developments in down-
town Jamaica and downtown Flushing, 
 respectively.  Photo by Madina Toure

Real estate explored 
in Flushing, Jamaica
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
The former home of  U.S. 

District Court Judge Nicholas 
Garaufis has made headlines 
in recent months because of 
backlash over renovations 
deemed more than excessive 
by neighborhood residents. 

Now, the city Department of 
Buildings has ordered the own-
ers to file for a new building 
permit before construction can 
continue at 218-15 40th Ave.

The original building plans 
showed that only the front of 
the house was to be renovated 
with additional construction.. 
But neighbors watched in de-
spair back in April as the roof 
was torn off and the inside gut-
ted, according to Bonnie Skala 
Kiladitis, who grew up across 
the street. Eventually the 
house was reduced to ground 
level.  

Garaufis’ stately house is 
believed to have been built 
circa 1890 and was the one of 
the personal residences of the 

Lawrence family, influential 
members of the early Bayside 
community. A study conduct-
ed by historic preservation 
consultant Paul Graziano 
found the Lawrence Estate is 
eligible for the National and 
State Register of Historic Plac-
es, a recognition that carries 
no protection from demolition 
or alteration.

Kiladitis, in keeping with 
her father Frank Skala’s 
legacy of neighborhood activ-
ism, appealed to Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), who 

wrote a letter to the DOB re-
questing that it investigate the 
matter and levy fines to the 
strictest degree.

“Our community will not 
stand idly on the sidelines when 
homeowners and developers 
come into our neighborhoods 
and deceitfully try to circum-
vent building codes,” Vallone 
said. “This type of blatant 
disregard of building permit 
requirements and deliberate 
over-development will never be 
accepted in our community.”.

A notice to revoke on the 
building permit was issued to 
the owners at the end of April, 
which would force them to an-
swer objections with the DOB 
for renovating beyond the lim-
its of the alt-1 permit.

A DOB spokesman has 
since said the owners will 
be required to file for a new 
building permit before mov-
ing forward with their build-
ing plans, and not an altera-
tion permit.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
A bill introduced by state 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
asking the state Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion to reconsider its plan 
to eradicate the state’s mute 
swan population has once 
again passed in the state Sen-
ate.

The bill, which passed the 
Senate by a vote of 61-2, pre-
viously passed the Senate in 
2014 and 2015.  

There is a mute swan pop-
ulation in Jamaica Bay.

In 2013, the state an-
nounced plans to extermi-
nate the mute swan popula-
tion by 2025 on the grounds 
that the species is “invasive.” 
Avella, along with animal 
rights activists and groups, 
has questioned the argument 
that mute swans pose a seri-
ous risk to the environment..

Avella’s legislation would 
require the DEC to hold two 
public hearings before final-
izing their plans to manage 

the mute swan population 
and create a two-year mora-
torium on any action.

The bill mandates that the 
DEC provide scientific evi-
dence for the environmental 
damage caused by the birds. 
Even if the DEC provides the 
necessary proof, the bill would 
require the DEC to seek alter-
natives to euthanasia.

The legislation passed the 
state Assembly, where state 
Assemblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D-Brooklyn) carried 
the companion bill to Avella’s 
legislation. It will now go to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s desk 
where it will need to be signed 
before becoming law.

Cuomo has vetoed the bill 
twice, but the senator said he 
believes the unrelenting sup-
port for the mute swans will 
pressure him to sign it.

“I urge Governor Cuomo 
to finally sign this bill into 
law and join in the fight to 
support those who cannot 
fight for themselves,” Avella 
said.

The renovation has reduced the 
house, dating to end of the 19th 
century, to just the first floor. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Avella reignites push 
to protect mute swans

DOB demands new permit
 on judge’s demolished home
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BY BILL PARRY

One borough lawmaker was 
shocked to see Preet Bharara’s 
latest target. The U.S. attor-
ney in Manhattan announced 
last week that the federal gov-
ernment had filed a lawsuit 
against the city’s Department 
of Education that alleges that 
the department discriminated 
against black teachers who 
worked at an Elmhurst school 
and retaliated against an as-
sistant principal who spoke 
out.

The school, the Pan Ameri-
can International High School, 
is in the lawmaker’s district.

“The allegations brought 
up in this lawsuit are very, 
very serious,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. 

The government alleges 
that during the 2012-2013 
school year, the DOE permit-
ted Pan American IPrincipal 
Minerva Zanca and Superin-
tendent Juan Menedez to dis-
criminate against every black 

teacher on the staff.
“It’s nearly unthinkable 

that in this day and age one of 
the largest and most diverse 
school districts in the United 
States would allow racial dis-
crimination and retaliation to 
flourish,” Bharara said. “Yet, 
that is what we allege hap-
pened at Pan American Inter-
national High School. Federal 
civil rights laws prohibit this 
misconduct. The suit seeks to 
remedy the violations that oc-
curred at Pan American and 
ensure that the New York City 
Department of Education pro-
tects its employees’ civil rights 
in the future.” 

The school is located in the 
Elmhurst Educational Com-
plex, at 45-10 94th St., and it 
serves 374 recently emigrated 
English language learners 
from Latin America, accord-
ing to its website. During the 
2012-2013 school year, Pan 
American employed 27 teach-
ers, three of whom were black.

Throughout that school 
year, Principal Zanca pur-

posely targeted John Flana-
gan and Heather Hightower, 
two untenured teachers, by 
giving them unsatisfactory 
lesson rating in an effort to 
deny them tenure, according 
to the complaint. Zanca made 
derogatory racial comments to 
Assistant Principal Anthony 

Riccardo, specifically stating 
that Hightower “looked like a 
gorilla in a sweater” with “f----
ing nappy hair” and Flanagan 
had “big lips,” according to the 
complaint. 

Zanca also discriminated 
against Lisa-Erika James, a 
tenured teacher who ran the 

school’s theater program, by 
canceling plays and cutting 
funding, according to the com-
plaint

The lawsuit claims that 
Zanca retaliated against Ric-
cardo for his complaints about 
her treatment of the three 
teachers. When Riccardo re-
fused to give an unsatisfactory 
rating on one of Hightower’s 
lessons, Zanca allegedly ac-
cused him of “sabotaging her 
plan” and had school security 
remove him from the building, 
the complaint said. 

The lawsuit also says alle-
gations Zanca engaged in dis-
crimination and retaliation 
were brought to the attention 
of Mendez, but the DOE did 
not take disciplinary action 
against the principal. 

The DOE says its Office of 
Equal Opportunity opened 
cases about these allegations 
and transferred the matters to 
DOE’s legal office when com-
plaints were filed externally.

“All employees’ work envi-

Federal prosecutors are suing the Department of Education on civil 
rights violations after they say it failed to stop an Elmhurst principal 
from discriminating against three black teachers at the Pan American 
International High School. Photo by Bill Parry

Feds charge discrimination at Elmhurst school
Bharara fi les suit against DOE on behalf of three black teachers at Pan American International

Continued on Page 18
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BY MADINA TOURE

Big Apple Circus, a non-
profit that entertains millions 
of children and families at 
Cunningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows and Lincoln Center 
in Manhattan, is hoping to 
raise $2 million to keep the in-
stitution going. 

The campaign has raised 
$56,237 from 587 people in 14 
days, as well as more than 
$600,000 in total contributions 
and pledges raised to date on-
line and offline as of Wednes-
day evening. The circus trav-
els around the country.

The campaign would allow 
the nonprofit to mount its fall 
production at Lincoln Center 
and support its community 
programs. The organization 
has also developed a business 
plan for the 2016-2017 season 
that includes a more economi-
cally viable touring model 
that would have more shows 
remain in New York City 
throughout the year.

“Very few of those (fans) 
realize that we’re also in 50 
pediatric hospitals,”  Will Mai-
tland Weiss, Big Apple Circus’ 
executive director, said in an 
interview. “Very few of those 
people realize that we’re a non-
profit organization like hospi-
tals, like schools, like social 
service agencies. That’s been 
the challenge in terms of bal-
ancing our budget.”

In 1974, Paul Binder and 
Big Apple Circus co-founder 
Michael Christensen, both 
Americans, became juggling 
partners in Kent, England and 
performed on various street 
corners throughout Europe.

They eventually made 
their way to the stage of the 

renowned Nouveau Cirque de 
Paris. They came to the United 
States in 1976 with the goal of 
entertaining and improving 
the lives of millions of people. 

By 1977, they found a site 
for the first tent-raising in Bat-
tery Park in Manhattan and 
went on to create the Big Apple 
Circus. The nonprofit has put 
on performances for millions 
of people inside the tent for the 
past 38 years.

It also has programming 
outside of the tent. The Clown 
Care program, which takes 
circus artists into pediatric 
hospitals to kids, serves about 
250,000 children in 50 pediatric 
hospitals around the country 
every year. Three of the hos-

pitals are in New York City: 
Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Cen-
ter, Harlem Children’s Hos-
pital and the Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center.

Before the financial reces-
sion in 2008, the non-profit 
would buy out the whole 
house or tent  for private per-
formances to banks or law 
firms, which would use it for 
employee awards ceremonies 
or for events for kids and fami-
lies  as an additional source of 
income.  That would generate 
about $2 million, according to 
Weiss.

After 2008, about half of 
that money dried up, Weiss 
said. The non-profit still gets 
about $1 million per year . For 
the 2015-2016 fiscal year, Big 
Apple Circus realized just over 
$1 million from private perfor-
mances. He said Bloomberg 
L.P.  bought a couple of perfor-
mances. 

“It’s less money than we 
used to make and sometimes 
we have been fortunate and 
received a major gift from 
what we think of as a knight in 
shining armor, but if someone 
gives us a million dollars it’s 
fabulous but that’s not sustain-
able, that’s not the business 
model,” Weiss said.

He said the nonprofit would 
lay off 125 seasonal employees 
after June 12 , as planned, af-
ter the last performance who 
would not be rehired until Au-

gust.  
In the administrative of-

fice, the number of full-time 
employees has dropped from 
25 to 14 over the last 18 months. 
The marketing department 
had 10 employees and is now 
left with only two. 

“The danger is if we don’t 
have enough operating cash, 
I have to let some people from 
the full-time year-round staff 
go as well,” he said. 

Next year, the nonprofit is 
committed to doing the show 
at Lincoln Center in the fall 
and playing at Cunningham 
Park in Fresh Meadows in the 
later spring. 

But between those two 
shows, they are planning to 
do arena shows, which would 
use the same artists but rather 
than taking the tent from city 
to city or town to town, the tent 
could stay resting in New York 
City. Big Apple Circus would 
still have a need for market-
ing, fundraising, finance and 
human resources employees 
who would be working year-
round.

Phil Thurston, a publicist 
for the National Minority Sup-

plier Development Council, 
worked for the nonprofit for 
nearly 15 years and was laid 
off at the end of June 2015. 

He said that in addition to 
the 2008 economic downturn, 
the Boston Marathon Bomb-
ing, Superstorm Sandy and 
an ice storm in Atlanta that 
kept people from driving on 
the roads contributed to a de-
crease in ticket sales, leading 
to furloughs and pay cuts over 
the years.

Thurston said the big top 
show is key to sustaining the 
nonprofit’s community pro-
grams. Although he initially 
felt raising the $2 million will 
be “a long road,” he noted that 
the campaign has been com-
ing along well and that he now 
feels hopeful. 

“I really feel strongly that 
Big Apple Circus as a whole is 
a vital institution, especially 
to the parents of small chil-
dren, but also those children 
who may be in a hospital or 
in an after-school program,” 
he said. “It would be a real sad 
thing to lose the Big Apple Cir-
cus.” 

The founders of the Big Apple Circus, Michael Christensen (l) and Paul 
Binder, attend what may be the famed show's final performance.   

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Big Apple Circus, which has a show in Cunningham Park in Fresh Meadows, 
is in danger of closing due to financial troubles. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Big Apple Circus’ future uncertain
Nonprofi t kicks off crowdfunding campaign to raise $2M for shows, community programs

Clown Joel Jeske is the nose doctor for audience-member Lucas.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose
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POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING—Police were looking 

for suspects behind a series of bur-
glaries at various stores in downtown 
Flushing between March and June. 

Officials said the most recent inci-
dent occurred Monday at about 11:51 
p.m. when unidentified suspects threw 
a rock at the front glass door of The 16 
Express Drug Store at 133-35 Roosevelt 
Ave., causing it to shatter. 

Once inside, the suspects removed 
the cash register and then fled west-
bound on Roosevelt Avenue, police 
said.

The first incident took place at the 
same location, on May 25 at about 8:30 
p.m., according to the police. 

The suspects smashed the front 
glass door of the store, opened the cash 
register once they got inside and stole 
about $500, police said. 

There were also two other incidents 
in May. At about 6 p.m. May 17, an un-
known individual shattered the front-
door glass of The Waland Trading 
Corp. at 41-33 College Point Blvd. with 
a round metal object, but no property 
was removed, police said. 

And 11 days earlier, an unknown 
suspect threw a large metal object 
through the front door at 133-35 
Roosevelt Ave. at about 3 a.m., causing 
the glass to shatter, officials said.

Once inside the commercial estab-
lishment, they stole about $1,668, po-
lice said.

On April 10 at about 2:09 a.m., two 
unknown individuals broke the glass 
of the side door into the New York Food 
Court at 133-35 Roosevelt Ave. and stole 
about $5,677 from various vendors 
within the food court, according to the 
police. 

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing, according 
to a police spokesman.

COLLEGE POINT—Police are con-
tinuing to search for a man who alleg-
edly attempted to rape a 51-year-old 
woman in College Point last week.

At about 4:45 a.m. June 8 in the 
area of 121st Street and 23rd Avenue, 
the suspect followed the woman along 
121st Street before he approached her 
from behind, told her he had a gun and 
said he was going to rape her, accord-
ing to the police.

The suspect dragged the victim into 
the backyard of a residential building 
where she fought him off and yelled for 

help, police said.
The suspect then fled southbound 

on 121st Street, officials said.
The suspect was described by police 

as a Hispanic man between the ages of 
23 and 25 years old who is 5-foot-11 tall, 
weighs 180 pounds and has a tattoo of 
a cross and Jesus on his right arm. He 
was last seen wearing a white tank top, 
dark-colored jeans and yellow work 
boots.

No arrests have been made and the 
investigation was ongoing, according 
to a police spokeswoman.

COLLEGE POINT—Police were ask-
ing for the public’s help in finding an 
individual wanted in connection with a 
robbery in Macneil Park June 7.

At about 9:30 p.m. that evening, in 
the confines of the 109th Precinct, a 
23-year-old man was walking at the 
corner of Poppenhausen Avenue and 
115th Street when a man snuck up be-
hind him and demanded his property, 
police said. While doing so, he threat-
ened him with a knife, police said.

The victim refused to give up his 
property, and the assailant punched 
him in the face, threw the knife at 
him and fled. The victim had a minor 
injury and he refused medical treat-
ment, police said. The NYPD released a 
photo of the wanted individual and de-
scribed him as an Hispanic man, from 
18 to 25 years old. Police said he was ap-
proximately 5-foot-7” and was last seen 
wearing a blue baseball cap,black shirt 
and tan shorts.

Police released this image of two men sus-
pected of a series of robberies throughout 
Flushing.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Police seek would-be College Point thief

Woman fights off rapist in College Pt.: NYPD

Suspects wanted in Flushing burglaries: cops

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

1 Rate information as of 05/31/16. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming 
Fixed Rate Loan at 3.750% and 80% loan-to-value (LTV) is $926.23 with zero points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.816%. Payment does 
not include private mortgage insurance, taxes, insurance premiums or additional loan-
���������	
	�����
���������
������������������
�������
���
���
���	��
���	�������
�����
�����Some state and county maximum  loan amount restrictions may apply. Actual 
payments will vary based on your individual circumstances and current rates. Based 
��������	
�����
��������������
���
��
���������������������	��������������	���
closing costs are paid  out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family 
home; debt-to-income ratio is less than 30%; and credit score of 700 or greater, and an 
escrow account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for  your 
rate is 60 days. All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are 
subject to change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated 
��
�	���������
������	������������!"#�&'*+'4:<��!=�&'>?*@D<����������������
New York Commercial Bank. 

The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time.   Member FDIC

������!�"#$�%�!����&'!�(�(�1

��)*�% ��./0%
APR

Call Amy DeLeon at 2*/03�*���004/ and ask about other loan options  
that require little or no personal funds for a down payment, or to apply. 

��������
�"����������5��������6

Amy DeLeon, Mortgage Loan Consultant (NMLS #7982),  
nycbmortgagedirect.com
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Ticket offer available only at these AT&T locations, while supplies last:
FOREST HILLS 

10724 Continental Avenue  •  718-544-2310     |     70-10 Austin Street  •  718-268-3163
ASTORIA 
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Find out how to get two popular phones 
like the Samsung S7 for

ONE GREAT PRICE
Join us for the "Pops for Pop" 
Father's Day Customer Appreciation Event
Saturday, June 18  •  10am - 4pm

Broadway and TV stars Megan Hilty and 
Matthew Morrison join The New York 
Pops on July 7 at 7:30 PM at Forest Hills 
Stadium in Queens, NY for a night of 
show tunes under the stars!
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

As an 11-year member of 
Queens Community Board 11, I 
was disturbed to learn that one of 
my colleagues had not been reap-
pointed to the board in April.

Mel Meer admirably served on 
the board for 16 years. In my opin-
ion he did an excellent job, always 
expressing his well-thought-out 
views that reflected the best in-
terests of the community.

Although no board member is 
guaranteed a spot on the board 
in perpetuity, my understanding 
is that no reason for Mr. Meer’s 
dismissal was given to him. That 
does not seem fair to me and I can 
only conclude that he may have 
been dismissed because he said 
something or took a stance that 
was controversial. That puts all 

board members at risk and stifles 
independent thought.

One must remember that 
community board members are 
unpaid volunteers. The Board’s 
votes on land use issues and 
other community concerns are 
advisory in nature. Even though 
we do not always agree, I would 
say that the members of Commu-
nity Board 11 respect each other’s 
views and work together harmo-
niously.

We serve by attending month-
ly board meetings as well as 
various committee meetings. Mr. 
Meer served on several such com-
mittees and was an active partici-
pant. We choose to serve because 
we care about what happens in 
our communities.

Over my tenure on the board, I 
have met and worked with many 
fine, dedicated individuals. One 
of those individuals is Mel Meer. 
I would hope that he continues 
to attend and participate at com-
munity board meetings, if not as 
a member at this time, then as a 
regular citizen.

I look forward to the day when 
Mr. Meer returns to the board as 
an active member. I would also 
urge other community residents 
to consider joining their commu-
nity board and have an impact on 
what happens in their neighbor-
hoods.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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Once again Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights 
became the gathering spot for elected officials and 
other mourners to express grief at the tragic loss of 
49 lives in the mass shooting at a gay bar in Orlando.

The square, in one of the world’s most ethnically 
rich neighborhoods, has turned into a place where 
people come to disown the hatred that fuels irrational 
acts and embrace tolerance after shattering events.

City Councilman Danny Dromm joined lawmak-
ers from around the city and Ali Najmi, a Queens 
Muslim leader, to condemn the one-man assault on 
the LGBT community. Jackson Heights is where 
Dromm, a tireless gay rights activist, launched the 
movement in Queens.

“I don’t want this incident to divide us,” a tearful 
Dromm told the Sunday evening vigil, referring to 
the Muslim shooter. “Love conquers hate.”

Queens, with its vast immigrant network, was the 
birthplace of Omar Mateen, the 29-year-old killer and 
son of Afghan immigrants. The family soon moved to 
Westbury, L.I., and several years later to Florida.

The worst terror attack since Sept. 11 occurred 
during Pride Month for the LGBT community and 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. At least 53 peo-
ple who had been celebrating Latin Night at the Pulse 
nightclub were wounded—many of them young Lati-
nos like those who died. A Hispanic woman original-
ly from Ozone Park was among the fatalities.

Armed with his assault weapon, Mateen tar-
geted three separate groups, including his own. But 
he failed to sever the bonds between Queens’ gays, 
Muslims and Hispanics who bring their sorrows and 
causes to Diversity Plaza.

Whether he was motivated by ISIS or simply a 
lone wolf who flirted with his own gay impulses may 
never be known. What is clear is that the massacre 
was a act of deadly extremism—not necessarily a 
twisted religious rite.

Queens leaders have stood behind the borough’s 
LGBT members, denouncing bigotry and calling for 
inclusion in the strongest terms. Najmi said the gay 
community has been the Muslims’ strongest allies.

As the most diverse county in the nation, Queens 
has again shown that acceptance—even in the dark-
est times—is the most effective weapon against ha-
tred. People from every part in the world co-exist 
within our borders and blend their sometimes disso-
nant values into a borough-wide culture that works.

But this equilibrium could be at risk unless 
stricter gun laws are passed and the national blame 
game on ethnic groups does not end.

We are devastated by the savage attack but will 
not be bowed by one man’s evil journey.

QUEENS REJECTS HATE

Mel Meer will be missed on CB11
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Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO
Everyone depends on electricity. However, if there’s ever 
a loss of power, be prepared to report it. Text REG to 
OUTAGE (688243) and follow the prompts. Also check 
our outage map to get estimated restoration times at 
conEd.com/OutageMap.

There are fantasies and 
then again there are fantasies. 
Those that are considered as 
possible realities by fanatics 
are not only delusional but 
dangerous.

ISIS can chop off heads, 
rape and kill while broadcast-
ing on social media for those 
radicalized or simply unbal-
anced to commit horrendous 
acts. 

They may inspire some to 
do as was done at the Pulse 
Club in Orlando.

ISIS will never conquer the 
West or the United States. Of 
the billions of Muslims only a 
small percentage are devoted 
to radical acts. Blaming Mus-
lims in totality for the acts of 
a few is a demagogue’s bread 
and butter. Such people seek 
power from fear-mongering 
and fomenting hatred.

Dylann Roof, Adam Lanza 
and Omar Mateen had more 
than U.S. citizenship in com-
mon. Each was mentally ques-
tionable. Only one was a Mus-

lim. Yet Roof murdered church 
members at a bible study, 
Lanza slaughtered children in 
their school at Sandy Hook.

Gun advocates and Repub-
lican supporters of Trump 
are not for banning Chris-
tians from entering the U.S. 
or questioning their religious 
teachings. It is shameful that 
the NRA opposes sensible gun 
guidelines, Republicans cave 
to the extremists and Trump 
depends upon fear of terrorists 
to increase his chances.

Some Trump supporters 
have demanded that Congress 
declare war. It would appear 
Trump and his supporters 
would do so against any group 
or nation that they find objec-
tionable. The specter of mar-
tial law with Trump suspend-
ing habeas corpus may be a 
dream for him but a nightmare 
for the nation.

Ed Horn
Community Relations

St. Michael’s Cemetery

READERS WRITE

A nation in danger

For the 17th year in a row, lawns in Little Neck, Douglaston and Great Neck were decorated with more 
than 8,000 flags on Memoral Day, thanks to Arash Real Estate, which calls itself (quite rightly) The Flag 
People. Mohsen, Arash and Ashkan Zandieh organized the effort and credit devoted volunteers Tom 
Moran, Tommy Hoey, Donald Hinnchey, Lucas and Bennet Maley and Jonathan Weiner as well as his dad 
John for getting the job done. Photo courtesy of Arash Real Estate 

FLAGS ON THE MARCH
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L
ooking ahead to next 
year’s mayoral race on 
the Republican side, one 
candidate will be the 

Rev. Michel Faulkner, a pastor 
of a Baptist church in Harlem.

He has been campaigning 
constantly during the past 
year. He is a conservative Re-
publican and intends to gov-
ern as such if elected. For a 
while after graduating college 
he played professional football 

for the New York Jets.
Among the issues, he is 

emphasizing jobs and hopes to 
encourage small businesses to 
grow as a means of encourag-
ing more jobs. He is a strong 
advocate of education and fa-
vors charter schools. Faulkner 
also supports the police. He 
feels there should be more con-
tact between the community 
and the police department. 

He also favors, in some 
form, stop and frisk. He sees 
the present mayor as lacking 
in leadership. He mentioned 
as an example the mayor’s sup-
porting banning carriage hors-
es in Central Park. Faulkner 
favors continuing the horse 
and carriage trade. During 
his campaign he has met thou-
sands of people.

Soon we will have people 

challenging the incumbent 
mayor in a Democratic prima-
ry. Faulkner may get competi-
tion in a Republican primary 
as we get closer to the actual 
campaign. Faulkner feels he 
has a chance to win the may-
or’s race and become our next 
mayor in 2018.

The Queens Village Repub-
lican Club recently held its 
June meeting. They passed a 
resolution unanimously en-
dorsing Donald Trump for 
president. There seemed to 
be a lot of enthusiasm for the 
Trump candidacy.

The main guest speaker 
was state Sen. Jack Martins, 
who is running for Congress 
in New York’s 3rd Congressio-
nal District, which includes a 
section of northeast Queens 
as well as parts of Nassau and 

Suffolk counties. There was 
talk of a Trump for President 
headquarters being set up in 
Queens since Trump came 
from Queens. For that rea-
son a Queens headquarters 
may be opened in addition to 
other political reasons, such 
as Queens being an important 
area politically. 

With both major candi-
dates coming from New York 
it will be a campaign of im-
mense interest. There will be 
a lot of speculation as to what 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ support-
ers will do about supporting a 
candidate in the fall election. 
It is estimated that a quarter 
of them will not support Hil-
lary Clinton. If that is the case 
the question is, will they sup-
port Donald Trump?

Among the other Sanders 

supporters, how much support 
will they give to Clinton?

The results of the 2016 pres-
idential race will be decided 
to an extent by how Sanders’ 
people decide.

Both Trump and Clinton 
are excellent public speakers. 
The debates they are going to 
have should be of considerable 
interest since they have com-
pletely different ideas about 
economic and social  issues.

The future of our country 
over the next 20 years depends 
on the outcome of this year’s 
presidential election. The 
presidential race this year 
will be considerably different 
from presidential races of the 
recent past.

S
olomon Feuerwerker 
grew up as an alien. Not 
“alien” as in “illegal im-
migrant.” Alien as in 

someone from another planet.
That planet was Williams-

burg, Brooklyn.
While many people in Wil-

liamsburg lead lives most of us 
can relate to, Solomon was the 
youngest of 11 children in an 
ulta-orthodox Jewish family. 
The religious sect he grew up 
in, a group called the Satmar 
Hasidim, believes in large 
families and distrusts the 
modern world. Members wear 
distinctive clothing—the men 
are in black suits, white shirts 
and side curls—and speak the 
traditional Jewish language of 
Yiddish. They do not mingle 
with outsiders. They do not 
watch any media. Boys like 
Solomon go to sex-segregated 
schools and are forbidden to 
study almost anything other 
than religion.

No algebra.
No biology.

No non-Jewish studies be-
yond what a fourth or fifth 
grader would get at public 
school. 

Which is why it is all the 
more remarkable that about a 
week ago Solomon stood up in 
front of a crowd of 300 and an-
nounced that he had been ac-
cepted to medical school.

The crowd went wild. This 
was the annual downtown 
gala sponsored by Footsteps, 
the organization that helped 
Solomon and hundreds of oth-
ers find their way out of ultra-
Orthodoxy to lead lives of their 
choosing. Footsteps is not anti-
religion, it is pro-freedom. Its 
slogan is “Your life, your jour-
ney, your choice.”

“Our core value is choice,” 
says Lani Santo, the execu-
tive director. “We really help 
people think through the con-
sequences of their various de-
cisions.” 

Because people leaving 
ultra-orthodoxy are often 
shunned by the community 
they left behind, including 
their own families, Footsteps 
provides counseling, practical 
help, and a home base for those 
who lose their entire support 
system.

The gala was organized to 
celebrate the milestones in the 
lives of Footsteps participants, 
since few had family members 

to cheer them on. Instead, the 
audience of Footsteps support-
ers whooped for a member who 
just got her first tech job, and 
another who just became an 
Uber driver. Several members 
had become engaged, provok-
ing joyous applause. Then 
Solomon took the stage as the 
evening’s keynote, and the au-
dience sat in stunned silence 
as he told his story.

“You need to understand 
just how insane it is for me to 
be here,” the 26-year-old began. 
“I grew up in a typically sized 
family in Williamsburg: I have 
10 siblings. Exposure to the 
mainstream world is almost 
non-existent. Some people say 
I’m an immigrant in my own 
country, but I prefer ‘alien.’ 
An immigrant might know 
about science and history and 
politics—an alien doesn’t. An 
immigrant has read books 
and watched television—an 
alien hasn’t. An immigrant 
has spoken to people of the op-
posite sex without feeling like 
the world is about to end. An 
immigrant might be cultur-
ally unaware, but at the same 
time be an informed citizen of 
the world. An alien is just an 
alien and let me tell you, if an 
alien is going to successfully 
transition to immigrant, they 
need Footsteps.”

Solomon heard about Foot-

steps through the grapevine 
as a teen. By then he’d already 
been sneaking off to the DVD 
store in the Puerto Rican part 
of his neighborhood and vora-
ciously renting action flicks. 
These taught him colloquial 
English, and gave him direc-
tion: He wanted to be a cop, 
just like the guys in the mov-
ies. But then he went on a 
tour of Hunter College spon-
sored by Footsteps and his life 
changed. 

Classes in art and sociol-
ogy! Laboratories! Students of 
every stripe talking, studying, 
laughing together. Footsteps 
was founded by a Hunter stu-
dent, Malkie Schwartz, who’d 
made her way out of ultra-
Orthodoxy and wanted to help 
others who chose that path. 
Solomon enrolled—and imme-
diately floundered.

“I had never tackled the 

concept of the atom, or seen a 
periodic table of the elements,” 
he later recalled. “I did not 
even know that all living 
things were made up of cells.”

He had to make up for lost 
time and at first, he couldn’t. 
He was in danger of failing, 
but reached out for help. And 
by the next year, he rose to the 
top of his class in chemistry.

He continued to climb, get-
ting A’s in his coursework 
while working part time, and 
becoming a mentor to others 
following in his, well, foot-
steps. He began volunteering 
at Morgan Stanley Children’s 
Hospital and doing genetics 
research.

And last year, he did it. He 
graduated with a degree in so-
ciology. He put off applying to 
med school, however, to stay 
on for a year at Hunter… teach-
ing organic chemistry.

Now Solomon is heading to 
Sidney Kimmel Medical Col-
lege at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity in Philadelphia. Yes, 
he will be an immigrant from 
New York. 

But not an alien. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

A Republican makes a case to be the next mayor

Offering the isolated a path to freedom
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

Footsteps is not 
anti-religion, it is 

pro-freedom.
 Its slogan is ‘Your 
life, your journey, 

your choice.’
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BY BILL PARRY

Last year’s Taste of LIC cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary 
with a record 66 restaurants, 
wine shops and breweries tak-
ing part inside a 9,000-square-
foot festival tent pitched on 
Gantry Plaza State Park Mon-
day night. The cultural and 
culinary event raises over 
$100,000 annually to support 
programming at the Obie-
award winning Chocolate Fac-
tory Theater, but this year was 
different.

“We haven’t got a total yet, 
but it is lower this year,” Taste 
of LIC founder Sheila Lewan-
dowski said. “And this year 
we were down to 47 establish-
ments. We have a real estate 
crisis and it’s not just about 
apartments. We have to figure 
out a way to support more lo-
cally owned small business. 
They’re the people who re-
ally care about this neighbor-
hood.”

Restaurant owners and 
community leaders agree that 

the development that is go-
ing on in Long Island City is 
driving up commercial rents. 
Some, like Sage Roadhouse, 
have already closed.

“It’s a very real concern 
that there will be less and less 
of us here each year,” said 
Rebecca Trent, president of 
the LIC Eateries Association 
and owner of The Creek and 
the Cave.  “Everyone’s lease 
rents are going up from $30 to 
$45 a square-foot. That’s a 300 
percent increase from when I 
moved in a decade ago.”

Leslie Nilsson closed Sage 
Roadhouse earlier this month 
after 18 years in Court Square. 
She took part in the Taste of 
LIC to promote her catering 
business, Bartleby & Sage.

“It wasn’t that the rent on 
a new lease was too high.  The 
landlord didn’t even offer a 
new lease, he didn’t even give 
a price,” Nilsson said. “Back 
when I opened we were the 
only game in town. I started at 
$30,000. Now you need a half a 
million just to open a restau-

rant.”
It’s not just the restaurants. 

In an appeal to support small 
business in Long Island City, 
Chocolate Factory Theater 
Artistic Director Brian Rog-
ers told of one longstanding 

business that closed when the 
landlord raised the rent to 
$10,000 a month.

“That’s what is happen-
ing in this neighborhood.  It’s 
getting to the point where a 
small business can’t imagine 

opening here,” Rogers said. 
“They’re struggling and there 
doesn’t appear to be a mecha-
nism to fix it and this neigh-
borhood will grow less inter-
esting. I wish some of these 

The 11th annual Taste of LIC draws hundreds to the fund-raiser but the business climate in the neighborhood is 
down, according to some participants. Photo by Bill Parry

Taste of LIC serves up annual culinary fare
But fears for small business and restaurants during development boom creates concerns
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BY BILL PARRY

Students at LaGuardia Community 
College have to work much harder 
than the average collegian, accord-
ing to the school’s president. And 
that makes graduation day more of a 
crowning achievement than at other 
institutions.

More than 1,500 graduates celebrat-
ed earning their associate’s degree at 
their 44th Commencement  Monday 
with over 10,000 people, including 
friends and family, filling the Quad at 
Queens College in Flushing. The com-
muter campus of LaGuardia Commu-
nity College lacks a space large enough 
for such an event.

“Having the graduation at Queens 
College was fitting because of the syn-
ergies between our two colleges, as 
sister CUNY institutions located in the 
proud borough of Queens,” LaGuar-
dia Community College President Dr. 
Gail Mellow said. “As well, LaGuardia 
graduates often transfer to Queens 
College to pursue their bachelor’s of 
graduate degrees, so it was beautifully 
symbolic to mark their send-off at a 
college where many may attend in the 
future.”

Mellow, the leader of the college 
since 2000, inherited one of the most 
ethnically diverse campuses in the na-
tion with nearly 50,000 students, two-
thirds of whom are now new Ameri-
cans. The students at LaGuardia face 
a unique challenge in that the major-
ity have family incomes of less than 
$25,000 per year.

“Many had to balance caring for 
their children or working, often full 
time or several part-time jobs, while 
attending classes and completing 
coursework, making this achieve-
ment especially meaningful for them,” 
Mellow said. “It was wonderful to cel-
ebrate their hard work with those who 
are dear to them, as well as with our 
faculty and staff who helped guide our 
graduates towards their degrees and 

the next chapters of their lives.”
Like Ridgewood’s Sabina Trunfel, 

22, who earned her degree in social sci-
ence despite her pregnancy during the 
last semester.

“I was tired all the time, but I had 
the support of my teachers and they got 
me through it,” she said.

Destiny Mantos, 21, of the Bronx, 
chose LaGuardia because of its diverse 
student body and worked multiple re-
tail jobs to earn her degree in psychol-
ogy.

“The way the world is now you need 
a degree or you are going nowhere,” 
she said.

And Ozone Park’s Saul Delcid, 19, 
who worked two jobs while earning his 
business administration degree.

“I went to John Adams High School 
and I didn’t get the best education 
there,” he said. “I really had to put my 
mind to it and I got it done.”

And there was the 2016 Class Speak-
er Rachel Chambers, who moved to the 
United States from Jamaica at age 16 
to pursue her education, and credited 
LaGuardia’s Young Adult Internship 
Program for encouraging her to enroll 
at the school.

“Many of us here have struggled, 
cried for either sadness or happiness, 
pushed ourselves beyond the limits 
we thought we had and with all of that 
came growth,” Chambers said. “All of 
you are in this audience today and now 
you are graduates of LaGuardia Com-
munity College. We continue to break 
the stereotype against community 
college students because our success 
is immeasurable, and we know the 
changes we will continue to make.”

Chambers received her degree in 
liberal arts. She will attend Emory 
University in the fall on a full scholar-
ship.

Borough President Melinda Katz, 
who allocated $2.75 million to LaGuar-
dia programs, delivered the keynote 
address.

More than 1,500 gaduates receive their associate's degrees at LaGuardia Community 
College's 44th commencement. Photo by Bill Parry

LaGuardia students
celebrate graduationFREE

ADMISSION

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens
#ONLYINQUEENS

queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

ONLY IN QUEENS SUMMER FESTIVAL  
SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2016 AT 1:00PM 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens

Featuring Mack Wilds, Kid ‘n Play and Ginuwine
Music by Queens’ own DJ Camilo

CONCERT AT 4:30PM

Sponsored by:

Melinda Katz
President, Borough of Queens

Scott Stringer 
Comptroller, City of New York

NYC Parks 

 York

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz presents

FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN
Delta Air Lines Scavenger Hunt, United States Tennis Association activities, 
meet Mr. Met, face painting and more

TOURS & CULTURE
NYS Pavilion, Queens Mobile Library, Queens Theatre, Queens Museum and 
cultural performances by The Queens Cartoonists, Radio Jarocho, Kumbakín, FJ 
Music, and Zikrayat.

FOOD & CRAFT VENDORS
In partnership with the Queens International 
Night Market

Proudly Sponsored By:

#ONLYINQUEENS
queensbp.org/onlyinqueens

EXHIBITS
Memorabilia from the original 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs, Classic Cars, Hong Kong Dragon Boat

Continued on Page 26
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VOTE IN DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY JUNE 28th

“When it comes to issues women 
care about and progressive values, 
Tom Suozzi is the right choice.”
- Melinda Katz,
Borough President

“Tom Suozzi is a proven reformer 
and will be a fi ghter for Queens 
in Congress.”
- Tony Avella, 
State Senator

“Tom is not afraid to challenge 
the status quo and will deliver 
for all residents of the district.”
- Ron Kim, 
Assemblyman

PAID FOR BY SUOZZI 2016

Queens leaders endorse Tom Suozzi
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To help fight identity theft, Ridgewood Savings Bank 
will host nine document-shredding events at their local 
branches. It’s reported that 88% of the stolen informa-
tion used for identity theft is obtained from the trash by 
identity thieves (as reported by Identity Theft victims on 
Identitytheftaid.org). 

Local residents are encouraged to attend and bring up 
to two boxes per household. Acceptable materials include 
CDs & DVDs, computer disks, old check books, credit 
cards, microfiche, microfilm, carbon paper, empty pre-
scription bottles, plastic ID cards, file folders and regular 
paper.  No appointment is necessary. Interested residents 
can visit any of the branches listed at the specified time 
and date to take advantage of Ridgewood’s free shredding 
services.

���

  202-16 Rockaway Point Blvd, Breezy Point, NY 11697

  1010 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY, 11010

  3445 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467

 1770 East Gun Hill Road, Bronx, NY 10469

 1646 1st Avenue, New York, NY 10028

  208-24 Cross Island Parkway, Bayside, NY 11360

  670 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704

All events will take place from 9am – 1pm 
on the following dates:

said in a statement.
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 

Heights) echoed similar sentiments.
“The communities surrounding our 

airports have been burdened by air-
craft noise pollution long enough and 
we will fight tooth and nail to oppose 
any proposal that could potentially add 
to the disruption and deterioration of 
our quality of life,” Crowley said.

In a letter dated June 9 to FAA Ad-
ministrator Michael Huerta, Meng, 
Crowley, U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 

(D-Brooklyn) and U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) asked the FAA to deter-
mine the possibility that aircraft trav-
eling to New York City airports may be 
forced to use flight paths that require 
an increased amount of time spent in 
airspace over the borough if the proce-
dure is implemented.

“We cannot support any decision 
that would result in additional air 
traffic, however slight, over our con-
gressional districts,” they wrote. “The 
people of Queens for too long have 
dealt with excessive aircraft noise. We 
have worked too hard to address these 
issues to allow further changes to the 
airspace that would have a detrimen-
tal effect on our constituents.”

Board. 
She also worked on the Flushing 

Fantastic, an international street fes-
tival that raised funds for youth pro-
grams in the community. She served 
on the Northeast Queens Network with 
the Administration for Children’s Ser-
vices on programs dealing with domes-
tic violence, foster care and culturally 
sensitive projects. 

She currently sits on the Com-
munity Advisory Boards of Flushing 
Hospital as well as NewYork/Presby-
terian-Queens and is involved with the 
College Point Corporate Park develop-

ment, the Cooper Cary Study for the 
redevelopment of downtown Flushing 
and waterfront and the Willets Point 
neighborhood. 

James Cervino, chairman of the 
Environmental Committee, provided 
a health update on the Zika virus, say-
ing that the virus could make its way 
to northeast Queens by late summer. 

Detective Kevin O’Donnell of the 
109th Precinct updated board mem-
bers on the precinct’s community po-
licing program launched in April that 
breaks up the precinct’s coverage area 
into six quadrants, each of which has 
10 dedicated police officers. There was 
also a presentation on the North Shore 
Marine Transfer Station in College 
Point.

ronments must be safe and supportive, 
and we have zero tolerance for any dis-
crimination,” DOE spokeswoman De-
vora Kaye said.

Title VII authorizes the Depart-
ment of Justice to commence an action 
in federal court against the DOE to 
remedy discrimination and retaliation 
for opposing discrimination. 

The complaint seeks declaratory 
and injunctive relief, as well as com-
pensatory damages on behalf of Flana-
gan. Hightower, James and Riccardo. 

None of the four worked at Pan Ameri-
can International High School after 
the 2012-2013 school year.

Zanca retired as a principal in 2015, 
according to the DOE, and neither she 
nor Mendez had previous disciplinary 
history with the DOE.

“It’s incredible that in this day and 
age, in the most diverse district of the 
most diverse city in the world, situa-
tions of racial discrimination still oc-
cur,” Peralta said. “It is my hope that 
the city’s Department of Education 
takes a hard look at these allegations, 
and acts to prevent such cases from 
ever happening again.”

It is not immediately clear whether 
any fines will be levied against the 
owner, a recent New Jersey transplant 
who identified herself by the name 
Lisa, but a spokesman from Vallone’s 
office said the councilman is drafting 
legislation to prevent work on sites 
that have a “notice to revoke” on build-
ing permits to continue while waiting 
for an answer to objections.

“We are currently drafting a piece 
of legislation that would make it so a 

developer/homeowner would not be 
allowed to continue work during the 
period between receiving a notice to 
revoke and answering the objections 
that warranted that notice. The bill 
will be introduced in the fall. We felt 
that receiving a notice to revoke is 
significant enough to warrant a stop 
of work. If you are allowed to continue 
work while awaiting to answer the ob-
jections, the notice to revoke is really 
more like a ‘notice to finish your work 
as fast as possible.’ Our goal is to give 
the DOB as many tools as we can to ad-
dress issues like these when they come 
up,” the spokesman said. .

Quiet Skies

Bitterman

Elmhurst suit

Garaufi s home

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 8

Continued from Page 7
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) criti-
cized Mayor Bill de Blasio for 
threatening to veto a bill he 
sponsored making the use of a 
chokehold in the process of an 
arrest a misdemeanor.   

He also accused the mayor 
of what Lancman alleged were 
looser regulations over when 
an officer can apply the use 
the type of force that caused 
the death of Eric Garner on 
July 17, 2014.

“It’s a shocking abdication 
of the mayor’s responsibility to 
keep New Yorkers safe,” Lanc-
man said during a news con-
ference at the Harvest Room in 
Jamaica Tuesday morning. 

In Patrol Guide 203-11, a use 
of force doctrine issued by the 
NYPD, officers were prohib-
ited from using chokeholds, a 
regulation in place since 1993. 
On June 8, the NYPD updated 
the guidelines with Patrol 
Guide 221-01. Chokeholds are 
still prohibited, though the 
guidelines stipulate that the 
actions of officers would be ex-
amined on a case-by-case ba-

sis to determine if the practice 
may have been justified in the 
moment based on 11 new fac-
tors, including “actions taken 
by the subject,” “size, age and 
condition of the subject in 
comparison” to police officers 
on the scene and “the presence 
of hostile crowd or agitators.”

Lancman called on the 

mayor to revert to the previous 
regulations and to support his 
legislation, noting it was neces-
sary because the previous rules 
did not stop an officer from ap-
plying a chokehold to Garner, 
who died in Staten Island. The 
legislation would make it a mis-
demeanor felony to use a choke-
hold during an arrest attempt, 

which currently has no crimi-
nal penalty.

 Lancman introduced the 
legislation on Nov. 13, 2014, and 
it currently has 28 sponsors. 
The bill is currently laid over 
in committee.

On Jan. 13, 2015, de Blasio 
announced that he would veto 
the legislation if it came to 
his desk. A spokeswoman for 
the mayor said that there was 
no change in the chokehold 
prohibition policy embedded 
in the new use of force guide-
lines. At a City Council hear-
ing on June 29, 2015, NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Bratton, 
spoke about his opposition to 
the potential “criminalizing” 
of chokeholds by the Council’s 
proposed legislation.

Lancman maintained that 
de Blasio was unwilling to 
confront NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton about department 
procedures to avoid being seen 
as soft on crime.

“I think to some extent this 
is Commissioner Bratton’s 
way of asserting his authority, 
that this is his police force,” 
Lancman said about the new 
regulations. 

He recalled that de Blasio 
had spoken eloquently about 
cautioning his biracial son 
on how to respond to police 
officers after the NYPD cops 
involved in the Garner case 
were not indicted. But Lanc-
man said the mayor became 
wary of addressing such is-
sues after the assassination of 
NYPD officers Rafael Ramos 
and Wenjian Liu as they sat in 
their patrol car in Brooklyn in 
December 2014.

“The officers were assas-
sinated, the cops turned their 
back, and he doesn’t talk about 
that anymore,” he said.

A source close to the may-
or’s office disputed Lancman’s 
interpretation of the new stan-
dards, saying that the 11 fac-
tors are to be used as a list of 
considerations in the process 
of determining the need for 
and severity of disciplinary 
actions in the event that an of-
ficer uses force. 

Full copies of Patrol Guides 
203-11 and 221-01 are available 
online at the NYPD Civilian 
Complaint Review Board web-
site.

Councilman Rory Lancman speaks to reporters and community mem-
bers about new NYPD use of force guidelines at the Harvest Room in 
downtown Jamaica. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Lancman faults NYPD force guidelines

Tuesday, June 21  8:00AM - 2:00PM
Museum of the Moving Image  36-01 35th Ave, LIC

To see the schedule and register for this event, visit summit.licpartnership.org

Long Island City Partnership invites you to the 3rd Annual

LIC SUMMIT: IDEAS & IMPACTS

Daniel Arsham 
Snarkitecture

Eric Benaim 
Modern Spaces

Peter Cafiero  
MTA New York City Transit

Cameron Clark 
Hornblower

Janet Corcoran 
Laguardia Community College

Carl Goodman 
Museum of the Moving Image

Angie Kamath 
Per Scholas

Gary Kesner 
Silvercup Studios

Paula Kirby 
Plaxall

Elizabeth Lusskin 
LIC Partnership

Thomas McKnight 
NYC Economic Development 

Corporation

Luis Nava 
Brooks Brothers

Jeffrey Nelson 
NYC Economic Development 

Corporation

Joshua Schneps 
Schneps Communications/LIC Flea 

& Food

Chris Shehadeh 
Tishman Speyer

Doug Stayman 
Cornell Tech

Alan Suna 
Silvercup Studios 

Dennis Walcott 
Queens Public Library

Carrie White 
GUM Studios

Thomas K. Wright 
Regional Plan Association

Featured Speakers Include:
Carolyn B Maloney US Congresswoman NYS Senator NYC Council Majority Leader  

Deputy Queens Borough President NYC Economic Development Corporation  
NYC Department of City Planning & City Planning Commission Partnership for New York City 

Empire State Development & NY State Department of Economic Development

Co-Hosted By

Media Sponsors �

� �

Additional Speakers to be Announced!
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

Watch this episode now on qptv.org or on our channels during the month of June.

Around Queens with Luchia Dragosh highlights the most fascinating events and places that make 
Queens the hub for arts, entertainment and science. From school and summer programs (Coastal 
Classroom, Brag Party) to gardening at the Queens Botanical Garden and exploring unique spots 

(Eclectic Encore Props), Around Queens is your guide to the world’s most diverse community.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Borough President Melin-
da Katz announced $13 mil-
lion in discretionary capital 
funds will be allocated toward 
improving nine public library 
branches in Queens. 

Some branches are sched-
uled for expansion, while oth-
ers will receive renovations 
to their interiors. Upgrades 
to systems which add comfort 
and ease to library-goers’ ex-
perience will come in the form 
of better HVAC systems and 
self-check-in. 

“Queens Library’s locations 
serve as centers of lifelong 
learning and enrichment,” 
Katz said last week. “These are 
substantial investments for 
not only renovations, expan-
sions and enhancements, but 
also for the families of Queens. 
These funds are designed to 
help Queens Library continue 
to be a first-class library sys-
tem of learning, literacy and 
culture.”

The allocations include $3.5 
million to go toward an exte-
rior expansion and $92,000 for 
security cameras at Baisley 
Park; $3 million for an ex-
pansion of the library at East 
Elmhurst; $3 million for an in-
terior expansion to South Hol-
lis; $600,000 for new windows 
and doors at the Forest Hills 
branch; $500,000 for a upgrad-

ed HVAC system at Pomonok; 
$400,000 for the initial outfit-
ting at North Forest Park; 
$385,000 for the installation of 
an exterior self-check-in at the 
branch in Queens Village and 
$97,000 for a security system at 
the Laurelton branch.

In May, Katz and Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
announced that the library 
in Bay Terrace  was to receive 
$1.4 million for interior reno-
vations, on top of the $1.48 mil-
lion allocated by Vallone. This 
funding is part of the $13 mil-
lion allocated in FY 2017  .

“This capital funding will 
help us move key library proj-
ects forward, so the commu-
nity has expanded, updated 
facilities for reading and 
learning,” Dennis Walcott, 
Queens Library President and 
CEO said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Ridgewood auto deal-
ership and its owner have 
been charged with criminal 
tax fraud, grand larceny and 
other illegal acts for alleg-
edly stealing nearly $300,000 
in collected taxes from New 
York state and local munici-
palities, the Queens district 
attorney said.

DA Richard Brown iden-
tified those charged as 
Pasquale Bonavita, 50, of 
149th Avenue in Ozone Park 
and Cypress Motors of Ridge-
wood, located at 79-03 Cyprus 
Ave.

Bonavita was arraigned 
June 8 before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Althea 
Drysdale, who charging him 
and the business with grand 
larceny, criminal tax fraud, 
falsifying business records, 
offering a flawed instrument 
for filing and scheming to de-
fraud.

If convicted, Bonavita 
could get up to 15 years in 

prison. He was released on 
his own recognizance and or-
dered to return to court June 
22.

Brown said that accord-
ing to the charges, Bonavita 
skimmed more than $290,000. 
Nearly $145,000 of those 
funds would have been owed 
to New York state and local 
municipalities would have 
received more than $146,000, 
he said.

“Sales taxes are meant for 
the public treasury,  not to 
line the pockets of business 
owners,” Brown said. “Taxes 
are collected to be used in  
the public interest.This kind 
of tax fraud makes every New 
Yorker a victim.” 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Bonavita submit-
ted tax returns from March 
1, 2009 through May 31, 2014 
that showed sales totaled 
$1.126 million for the period 
when a review of records 
found Cyprus had sales 
of $4.436 million over that 
span.

Nine branches of the Queens 
Library, including this one in Bay 
Terrace, will undergo renovations 
as part of a $13-million improve-
ment.

Ridgewood auto dealer 
charged with tax fraud

Katz gives $13M for upgrades 
to nine libraries in borough

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of any race, color, national 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other 
school-administered programs.

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get an exclusive Prep-School 
Education without the high cost 

and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL
OF EXCELLENCE

Rigorous Academic Programs
Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

    Character & Excellence
French, Spanish, Mandarin
Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
Piano/Strings and Band
Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991 ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

VISIT TODAY CALL 914-461-9208   WWW.MAPLE-FIELDS.COM 

PRICEDIN UPPER$200s

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN FOR THE SAME PRICE!

OVER 65% SOLD OUT

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 2 Car Garage
New homesites released backing to the conservation 

area with expanded decks & walk-out basements. 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY!

New Townhomes
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*    

Loans and interest rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required.

** A
application fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further 
details, call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!
212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Home Sweet Home
J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

APR*3.250% 3.467%
3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

Rate*

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**
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Art brings seniors and kids together 

Bonnie Elkiam (r.) with Isabella Granada

Molly Cooper (l) and Oscar Grzybowski go for height in their project.  

Placing the final piece is very important for Bob Gohring (l) and young Charlie Grund.

Ryan Rowett (l) and Linda Ebrahim go for the glue. Dominik Wrobel (l) teams up with Pat Peluso for a turtle-themed project. 

Every spring, kindergarten teacher Bonnie Elkaim takes her class from PS 87 to the Middle Village Adult Center 
on 80th Street and pairs each kid with a senior-center member for a morning of art-making, juice and cookies. 

Photos by Steve Vasquez

Giovanni Franco (in blue shirt) isn't sure what his partner, Fran Staples, 
is up to. 
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“We, in Queens, are 130 lan-
guages. We hail from over 120 
countries. We are the most di-
verse location on the planet,” 
Katz said. “Many of you are 
the first in your families to 
earn a degree in higher educa-
tion. And there are people all 
over the world saving and sac-
rificing just to get the chance 
to educate their children right 
where you are sitting today.”

Yan Chen, 32, moved from 
China to Flushing three years 
ago and after a year learn-
ing English she enrolled at 
LaGuardia. On Monday she 
clutched her accounting de-
gree and reflected.

“At first I was very hesi-
tant. I didn’t know if I could 

achieve my goals, but they 
have such a supportive fac-
ulty here,” Chen said. “They 
prepare students for a higher 
education. I’m transferring to 
Baruch for my next challenge. 
LaGuardia is very good for an 
immigrant starting a new life 
in America.”

Viguens Louis, a 21-year-
old, chose LaGuardia over six 
other colleges coming out of 
Hillcrest High School in Ja-
maica.

“I came here because my 
girlfriend at the time was go-
ing to LaGuardia,” Louis said. 
“I played six instruments and 
thought they had a music pro-
gram, but it’s just for record-
ing so I switched to acting. It 
got me a scholarship to Dean 
College in Massachusetts. Yes, 
I took a strange path, but I’m 
really excited to see where in 

leads me.”
The former girlfriend also 

graduated, as did Derek Atson 
out of Queens Vocational High 
School in Long Island City. 
The 21-year-old already had 
a full time job with Plumbers 
Local One but went to night 
school to please his mother.

“I just wanted to make her 
happy,” he said.

His mother, Tara was 
standing nearby, smiling with 
pride.

“He’s the first one in our 
family to earn a degree,” she 
said. “I was so impressed with 
him it inspired me to enroll at 
LaGuardia. I just finished my 
first year in travel and  tour-
ism.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

developers would understand 
that.”

And it will get worse, Rog-
ers warned. There are more 
than 30 under-construction 
or proposed projects in Long 
Island City.

“This is the fastest grow-
ing neighborhood in New 
York City and we have to 
keep it affordable for the peo-
ple that made it grow,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said. “Long Island 
City is desirable for a reason 
and I’m charged with making 
sure that the character of the 
neighborhood doesn’t go up 
in smoke.”

Brent O’Leary, president 
of the Hunters Point Civic As-
sociation, agreed.

“I’m concerned that if we 
don’t protect the small busi-
nesses we’ll lose the charac-
ter of the neighborhood,” he 
said. “We don’t want to be 
a commuter city where ev-
eryone works in Manhattan 
and just comes back here to 
sleep.”

The owner of Alobar, the 
Michelin-starred restaurant 
on Vernon Boulevard, who 
has had a long-running bat-
tle with Community Board 

2 over use of outdoor space, 
thinks he has an answer.

“Term limits,” Jeff Blath 
said. “Some of these people 
chair committees for 20 years 
and small business isn’t get-
ting the support they need 
and yet there are no term lim-
its and that’s a big problem.”

The newly elected chair-
woman of CB 2, Denise Kee-
han-Smith, made the Taste 
of LIC her first public appear-
ance since winning the seat 
this month. The third gen-
eration Woodsider said there 
have been no surprises.

“I knew I was going to 
have my hands full,” she 
said. “It’s a critical time for 
this neighborhood with all of 
the expansion and transpor-
tation issues, but the same 
thing is happening in Sunny-
side where we voted down the 
Phipps Houses project and of 
course there’s Woodside. We 
need a lot of work there, too. 
You have the LIRR, the No. 7 
and all of those bus lines com-
ing through making it such a 
busy hub. You see so many 
people walking with luggage 
and that will increase with 
the new Q70 bus service to 
LaGuardia. I want to make 
a good impression on travel-
ers.”

been a long time coming and 
I’m thrilled that shovels are 
finally in the ground.”

New Q70 bus Select Bus Ser-
vice will link LaGuardia with 
subway hubs in Woodside and 
Jackson Heights, and down the 

road the governor promises 
an AirTrain that will deliver 
travelers to Willets Point for 
Long Island Rail Road and No. 
7 subway service into a “new” 
Penn Station. The  East Side 
Access project will eventually 
provide LIRR access to Grand 
Central Terminal, and  the 7 
will connect to a $1 billion ex-
pansion of the Javits Center.

“So, LaGuardia in and of 
itself is exciting, but LaGuar-
dia is part of what amounts to 
a $100 billion infrastructure 
program,” Cuomo said,  calling 
it “the   largest reinvestment 
in New York’s infrastructure 
in modern history, and that’s 
long overdue.”

Continued from Page 16 

Continued from Page 4 

Graduation

Airport

Continued from Page 15 

Taste LIC

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 17–23, 2016 27  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

WHERE TECHNOLOGY

YOU?

TAKE

CAN

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
City Tech (New York City College of Technology) is the largest public college of technology in the Northeast 
and ranked #1 in the nation in producing the highest paid associate-degree earning graduates (PayScale.com). 

FOLLOW
US ON:718.260.5500 WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU

�
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Award -Winning  
Garden City 

School District ! 

23 Chestnut St, 
Garden City 

TOP SCHOOLS & NEAR LIRR: Stately Center Hall Colonial with 4-Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths and Full Size Staircase to 3rd Floor Stand-Up Attic on Classic Garden City Street. 
This Timeless Four-Sided Brick Home Boasts Original Craftsmanship Including Inlaid Hardwood Floors, Decorative Wall and Crown Moldings, Custom Built-ins and Grand 
Entry. Copper Yankee Gutters, Slate Roof, Full- Basement with Outside Entrance, Detach 2-Car Garage and Large Yard Spaces All on Shy Half Acre. Garden City School 
District & Near LIRR (0.02 Miles). Offered at $1,490,000. Call (516) 524-9009 For Further Details and to Schedule a Private Showing. ML# 2840549

Don Higgins Realty, Inc. (516) 524-9009 ∙ 57 Manhasset Ave, Manhasset NY 11030 ∙ 1564 Main Rd ∙ PO Box 855, Jamesport NY 11947

�

��
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 6/17/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/17/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

5

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

M     WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

Selection
at Major World

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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A chance to relive the Bayside High life

It's been a long time since Robert Tartaglia, Class of '60, had been center court in the Bayside High gym. 

The photo booth at the anniversary dinner got a workout from old 
friends, Debbie Dusel (r) and Ruth Schindler, both Class of  '82. 

Photos by Michael Shain

Laurie Mordhorst (r), Class of '74, immediately went 
looking for her former Earth Sciences teacher, Paul 
Drobitsky, at the reunion dinner—and found him. 

Teachers hug it up at the door in the evening's 
 early hour. 

Natasha Valentin, Class of ’16, DJs the party with a mix 
of something for all: Sinatra, salsa and the Beastie Boys.  

More than 250 alumni came to a dinner in the gym at Bayside High 
School to mark the school's 80th anniversary.

Jodie Jeffers Clayton, Class of '83, holds up the souvenir of the night, a 
photo strip with a classmate.

What does the well-dressed couple wear to a high 
school reunion? Bustiers for both Joanne Hunter, 
Class of '86, and her "plus one," Garrett Garner.
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LATE

Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
11:30am - 2:30pm 
Adults: $39.95 | Senior Citizens: $35.00 
Children 6-10 years: 1/2 price |Children 5 years & under are free 
Tax & Gratuity NOT included

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Reservations required | 718.457.6300 | Ext. 1193
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Sweet & Savory Beginnings
An array of assorted Pastries 

 

 

Carving Station

Medleys 

Assorted Salads
Desserts

Beverages
 

Menu subject to change  
without notice

Happy 
Father’s Day

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE GAVROCHE JAZZ BAND 
FREE PARKING
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BY MADINA TOURE

Jie Jie Barber Shop & Hair 
Salon in downtown Flushing 
offers styling and haircut ser-
vices for Asian men and wom-
en in the neighborhood.

The shop, located at 41-39 
Kissena Blvd., opened last 
year. 

One side of the shop is a 
beauty salon while the other 
side functions as a barber-
shop. 

Services include haircuts, 
dye jobs, highlights, keratin 
treatment, perms, hair exten-
sions and party styling and 
makeup. 

Xiao Liao, 39, a hairdresser 
for the salon who is from the 
Fujian Province in China, 
has been living in the United 
States for nine years. She said 
the shop’s appeal is that it is 
affordable and offers good ser-
vice. 

“I think we have good ser-
vice and good prices,” Liao 
said. 

Liao said the prices range 
anywhere from $6 to $180, not-
ing that the salon’s services 
are more expensive for cli-

ents who have longer hair and 
cheaper for clients who have 
shorter hair.

She also said Flushing al-
ready has many hair salons 
but that their salon is unique 

in that it really takes extra 
care of its customers. Clients 
receive free shoulder massag-

es as a courtesy.
“Here, there are so many 

hair salons, so we only do bet-
ter,” she said. 

The shop, which currently 
has five employees, does not 
have as much business during 
the week. 

But during the weekends, 
the clientele is more substan-
tial. At least 50 people come to 
the shop.  

Another factor that attracts 
people in the area to the shop 
is that the employees are all 
immigrants from China, Liao 
said.

When clients come to the 
barbershop and the hair salon, 
they feel at home because they 
have had similar life experi-
ences and are able to connect 
with one another better, she 
said.

“Flushing has many immi-
grants,” she said.

The shop also shares the 
space with Lavender Beauty 
Spa, which offers therapeutic 
massages, facials, waxing, sk-
incare and body wraps. 

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  
A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Cost: Members and first-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffice.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business 

and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classification 
or specialty to join a chapter. 
BNI provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. 
Contact chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classification or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.

When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: bniouterboros.com
The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefits the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of 
Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New 
Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffice.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffice.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Venture helps spruce up Flushing
Jie Jie Barber Shop & Hair Salon celebrates a year making its clients look their best

Flushing resident Xiao Liao, a hair dresser at the salon, working.  Photo by Madina Toure

BANK GIVES BACK
Investors Bank recently held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a 
new branch at 69-71 Grand Ave. in Maspeth. The bank’s CEO, Kevin 
Cummings, explained how the Investors Foundation helps area 
non-profits groups by providing grants. In the past, the founda-
tion has given grants to various organizations in the arts, edu-
cation, affordable housing and more. Maspeth groups interest-
ed in applying for a grant should contact Branch Manager Karla 
Chong-Dichiara at (718) 898-2329. Photo courtesy Ken Brown
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Mon. June 27th

QUEENS –
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Blvd.

Tues. June 28th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. July 1st
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DROWSY DRIVING CAN BE AS DANGEROUS AS DRIVING IMPAIRED
ADVERTORIAL

The public is well educated 
about the dangers of driving 
while impaired by medication, 
alcohol or illegal drugs. But 
drivers may not be aware that 
driving while tired can be just 
as dangerous.

Driving when tired can be a 
fatal mistake. Just as alcohol or 
drugs can slow down reaction 
time, impair judgment and in-
crease the risk of accident, so, 
too, can being tired behind the 
wheel. Drowsy driving is re-
portedly what caused the fatal 
crash in June 2014 between a 
limousine and a Walmart truck 
that ended the life of comic 

James McNair and seriously 
injured fellow comedian Tracy 
Morgan. The driver, Kevin 
Roper, was going 20 miles over 
the speed limit and was almost 
at his drive time limit, accord-
ing to preliminary reports by 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

According to the U.S. Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, about 100,000 
car crashes in the United States 
each year occur as the result of 
an overly tired driver. Various 
studies demonstrate that driv-
ers who have remained awake 
for 18 hours prior to driving 

mimic the driving perfor-
mance of intoxicated motorists. 
In fact, drowsy driving can be 
confused with driving with a 
high blood alcohol content.

Sleepiness can arise rela-
tively quickly, and according to 
Thomas Balkin, PhD, director 
of the behavioral biology pro-
gram at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research and a 
leading expert on sleep and fa-
tigue, it’s difficult for drivers 
to assess just how sleepy they 
are. 

“Sleepiness affects the part 
of the brain responsible for 
judgment and self-awareness,” 

he says. “When you’ve reached 
the stage where you are fight-
ing sleep, the effect of any 
method of reviving yourself 
can be very short-lived.”

Furthermore, people do 
not have to be in a deep sleep 
to actually be asleep behind 
the wheel. Micro-sleeps occur 
when certain brain cells tem-
porarily shut down for a few 
seconds. A person is not com-
pletely asleep but in a sort of 
fog as if they are asleep. 

When sleepiness sets in, 
the best course of action is to 
pull off the road. Opening the 
window, turning on the radio 

or blasting cold air is, at best, 
only a temporary solution. If 
driving with passengers and 
feelings of sleepiness appear, 
hand the keys over to a passen-
ger and have them take over 
driving, if possible. Otherwise, 
a short nap and a cup of coffee 
can be used in combination to 
increase alertness. 

It’s also a good idea to avoid 
beginning a long road trip 
in mid-afternoon around the 
hours of two or three o’clock. 
While alertness generally dips 
in the evening hours, due to 
the circadian rhythm, alert-
ness also dips in the late after-

noon, prompting drowsiness. 
A 2010 study by the American
Automobile Association Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety found
that as many drivers reported 
falling asleep at the wheel in 
the afternoon hours as report-
ed falling asleep late at night. 
Driving in a warm, quiet car 
also may spur drowsiness, as 
would driving after a heavy 
meal. 

Driving tired is just as dan-
gerous as other impaired driv-
ing. Slow reaction times and
unawareness of surroundings 
can contribute to accidents
that are otherwise avoidable..
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BY MERLE EXIT

In its 10th year, Make Music New 
York will bring a mix of over 1,000 free 
outdoor concerts to the city on Tues-
day, with a long list of family-themed 
events taking place in Queens. 

From classical to folk, hip hop to 
opera, Latin jazz to punk rock, music 
will fill the sidewalks, streets, parks, 
gardens, plazas and porches of com-
munities across the borough—all on 

the longest day of the year.
It’s all a part of Make Music Day, 

said to be the world’s largest annual 
music event, including events in more 
than 38 cities around the United States. 
It is the highlight of the international 
Fête de la Musique, which takes place 
in 700 cities across 120 countries.

 “Of the many interesting concerts 
happening in different neighbor-
hoods, particularly worth checking 
out are ‘Inside the Bird Chorus’ at the 

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, an after-
noon of jazz at the Louis Armstrong 
House in Corona and the ‘Street Stu-
dio’ in front of the Jamaica Perform-
ing Arts Center,” Jenny Undercofler, 
executive director of Make Music New 
York, said.

In “Inside the Bird Chorus,” obo-
ist Dave Kadden will improvise a dia-
logue between himself and native bird 
species of the city. The event is some-
thing of an early bird itself, getting un-

derway at 5 a.m. in the South Garden of 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge.

Jazz musicians will gather at the 
Louis Armstrong House Museum from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. to play standard jazz 
numbers. At 11 a.m., the Lauren Lee 
“Space Jazz” Trio will hit the stage, 
followed at noon with selections from 
Great American Song Book performed 
by the Ed Polcer Jazz Group. The after-
noon will feature performances from 

10th annual Make Music New York delivers thousands of concerts across city June 21

Crowds gathered at Queens Crossing near Main Street and Roosevelt Aveune for a performance from EXPG at last year's Make Music New York event.  
Photo courtesy Wesley Sin for Make Music New York

TUNEFUL TUESDAY

Continued on Page 40
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PRODUCTIONS

“Apartment for Sale: Tenant Included” 
— The bilingual American premiere of 
Juan Carlos Rubio’s comedy about human 
relations, living spaces and quality time. 
When: Through June 26, Fridays at 8 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm in English, Saturdays at 8 
pm and Sundays at 4 pm in Spanish
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“Follies” — Stephen Sondheim and James 
Goldman’s classic musical revolves around a 
reunion of performers from the Weismann’s 
Follies—a not so subtle nod to the Ziegfeld 
Follies — as they gather in their old 
crumbling theater. 
When: Through June 19
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Guys and Dolls” — “I got the horse right 
here. His name is Paul Revere” — Gambling, 
romance and the Salvation Army fi ll the 
stage in the classic musical tale of Sky 

Masterson trying to woo Sister Sarah Brown 
on a bet. 
When: July 16 to July 24
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, St. Margaret 
Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“Harvey” — First String Players present 
Mary Chase’s classic comedy about wealthy 
drunk Elwood P. Dowd, who begins to have 
visions of a giant rabbit named Harvey. 
When: July 14 to July 17
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

AUDITIONS

“My Fair Lady” — Theatre by the Bay is 
holding auditions for its November musical 
production of Lerner and Loewe’s Broadway 
classic. All roles except that of Eliza Doolittle 
are available. Prepare a song and bring 
sheet music. Be prepared to read from the 
script and dance. 
When: Monday, June 20, and Tuesday, June 
21, from 7 pm - 10:30 pm; Callbacks will take 

Continued on Page 41

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyYYYYYo NNNNNNNNN PPPPPPPPaaa

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

Poppenhusen Institute 114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Phone: 718-358-0067 | Email: poppenhusen@juno.com

 SummerSummer
        Concerts       Concerts

At Mac Neil Park 
(College Place & 5th Ave.)

SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH, 2:00-5:00 PM 
A Multi-Cultural Program

At Poppenhusen Institute
All concerts will be held at 4:00 pm in the garden 

(inside in case of rain)

Sunday, July 3 – Phil Costa and the Something Special Band
performing Patriotic, Swing, and Big Band music

Sunday, July 10 – L Musik 
performing Latin & American Dance Music

Sunday, July 17 – Twin Gold performing 50s and 60s music

Sunday, July 24 – Caribbean Cocktail – with Calypso and 
other tropical classics, Virgin Pina Colada will be sold

Sunday, July 31 – “A Rod Stewart Experience” with Rick 
St. James – who will perform Rod’s traditional hits as well as 
songs from The Great American Song Book

3:00 pm – Tours of our historic facility will be conducted

Concerts at the Institute: $5  ($3 for Seniors & US Veterans)
Bring a chair or blanket • Food & Raffl es will be sold at the Institute

2:30-5:00 pm — Native American exhibition dancing 
and storytelling, Chinese Ribbon dancing, 

Korean drumming, Irish Step Dancers, 
Ecuadorian Dancers, German Dancing and More. 

2:00 “All Together Now”
A program on brotherhood 

by ventriloquist Jonathan Gefner,

These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Councilman Paul Vallone.
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

When our eating buddy, 
food blogger Joe Distefano, 
recommended 60 Beans to us 
as having great food, we were 
expecting a gussied up coffee 
joint, especially with a name 
with the word “beans” in it. 

It is that, but it is also so 
much more. And great food is 
an understatement.

According to the restau-
rant’s website, the name comes 
from the fact that Beethoven 
brewed his own coffee ev-
ery morning with precisely 
60 beans. Who knew that 
Beethoven was a bean coun-
ter? Evidently Chef Franco 
Domenick Gianfrancesco, his 
cousin John Rocchio and co-
owner Panos Voyiatzis did.

Their respect for history 
is evident in 60 B’s decorative 
style. The long wall behind the 
bar and beyond capitalizes on 

exposed terra cotta building 
tiles, evidence of the buildings 

circa 1910 provenance to set 
the tone. Where there were not 

vintage architectural details 
to display, old stuff, both gen-

uine and manufactured was 
overlaid to complete the look.

The small dinner menu, 
supplemented by a handful of 
specials is sophisticated and 
inventive. 

It offers charcuterie and 
cheese, small and large plates, 
salads and pastas. Their meats 
are sourced from growers that 
come with bragging rights 
like Niman Ranch and Hudson 
Valley Foie Gras.

Gnudi was a special that 
immediately captured our at-
tention. It is pronounced “nud-
ie” and its definition is not far 
off that mark. 

Popularized at the storied 
Spotted Pig, it is a pasta fill-
ing, naked of its wrapper. 
Balls of ricotta are dredged in 
semolina and left overnight to 
form an ethereal coating. The 
gnudi are then lightly cooked 
in butter, in this case, with 
asparagus and plenty of pep-
per. The gnudi came decked 
out with generous shavings 
of summer truffles and mi-

60 Beans Kitchen  Coffee in Astoria offers plenty of eating and drinking options beyond the usual coffee shop 
fare. Photo by Suzanne Parker

60 Beans offers more than coffee

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 41

Astoria eatery serves up charcuterie, cheese and pasta in a relaxed bar-like atmosphere

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, New York | At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch

Open at 12 Noon
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EVENTS
 
Summer Solstice 
Celebration — Spend the 
longest day of the year 
listening to Afro-Brazilian 
drumming and watching 
demonstrations of capoeira 
— a form of martial arts 
combining dance, acrobatics 
and music.
When: Tuesday, June 21, at 
5 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

TALK

New York Path Through 
History with the Bowne 
House — Speakers will 
talk about Queens and 
its residents during the 
Revolutionary War. 

When: Saturday, June 18, at 
noon
Where: Bowne House, 37-01 
Bowne St., Flushing
Cost: Free, donations 
accepted
Contact: (718) 359-0528
Website: www.bownehouse.
org

MUSIC

The Sounds of Sinatra — 
City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
sponsors this free concert of 
Sinatra classics.
When: Sunday, June 19, at 
5 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

New York Philharmonic and 
Fireworks — As part of the 
group’s annual summer series 
in city parks, the Philharmonic 

will perform works by Mozart, 
Strauss, Wagner, Beethoven 
and Rossini. A fi reworks 
display follows the concert. 
When: Monday, June 20, at 
8 pm
Where: 193rd Street Field, 
Cunningham Park, Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 875-5856
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Jackson Heights Community 
Chorus — The chorus presents 
a celebration of patriotic 
music with “Americana.”  
The chorus welcomes new 
members with some choral 
experience, sopranos and 
tenors are particularly needed. 
Contact Juan Valencia at (917) 
200-5779.
When: Sunday, June 26, at 
4  pm
Where: Renaissance Charter 
School, 37th Avenue and 81st 
Street, Jackson Heights
Cost: $10

DANCE

Swing Dancing — Drop by 
for weekly lessons from a 
swing dance teacher.  
When: Mondays from 6 pm - 
7:30 pm through July 11
Where: George Seuffert 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, 

check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 17-23, 2016

By Bill Deasy

Fine Feathered Friends
Across
1. Native American 
pole
6. "When I Was ___" 
("HMS Pinafore" song)
10. Authority at home
13. Ebony's partner
14. "M*A*S*H" 
character
16. Sod buster
17. Pirate's pet desert
19. Org. for Ginsburg 
and Thomas
20. Grabs some z's
21. He wrote The 
Praise of Folly
23. Lever 2000 
competitor
25. "The ___ McCoy"
26. It doesn't go full 
circle
29. Spheres of interest
32. Old Icelandic saga
34. Anthony who 
married J. Lo
36. Morton product
37. Word after 
stinking
39. Secret target?
40. ___'easter
41. Bad spots for 
teens?
42. Flightless New 
Zealanders
44. Transitional word
46. Record problem
47. Stevie Wonder's 
'___ She Lovely'
48. Camel lot?
50. "Game, ___, 
match!"
51. Like a fine Merlot
53. Religious schism

55. Fished like a 
caveman
58. Put the pressure 
on
62. Beverage 
measured in spots?
63. Anti-war mail
65. Row boat need
66. Sugar partner, in 
a verse
67. Unsavory one
68. "Little Giant" Mel
69. ___ gin fizz
70. Roots author Alex

Down
1. Waiters' rewards
2. Office for Obama
3. Went really fast
4. Proved to be 
human
5. Mr. Magoo's problem
6. Gallery hangings

7. Add punch to 
punch?
8. Jewish calendar 
month
9. Senegal seaport
10. Helpful moving 
birds
11. Flash ___ 
(impromptu 
gatherings)
12. Split ___ soup
15. Tend to the bird 
feeder
18. Russian royals
22. Plaid fabric
24. Wilderness home
26. Uncontrolled
27. Geometry r's
28. Birds separating
30. Hilo hello
31. Cause of some 
fractures
33. Tomorrow singer

35. Recoil in distaste
38. Stayed fresh
43. Bed and home 
attachment
45. Bro's daughter
49. Rob Roy need
52. Hints of rain
54. Tank fish
55. Center of 
government
56. Villain's forte
57. Art ___ ('20s 
style)
59. Part of an 
angler's gear
60. Prairie Indian 
tribe
61. Award presented 
by Chris Berman
62. "A Bridge ___ 
Far"
64. To Kill A 
Mockingbird author

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

AT THE ZOO
S O A P D A R I N M B A S
O N T O E N E R O E E N Y
S E A L I N G F A N N A I L
A R D E N N E S S P U R N S

C O I L C E L E B
P E C A N S S I N A T R A S
E L U T E C O A S T Y E A
S I B S C A N O E B A R N
T A B A L P E S G E N I E
S H Y S T E R S R O S T E R

H E A R A D O I T
S H O R T I P R O N O U N S
C O L E C R Y I N G W O L F
A M E S A T R E E E M A C
N E S T L E E R Y D O T S

Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

“Ant Man” — Paul Rudd 
stars as a former thief who 
dons a special outfi t that 
turns him into a miniature 
superhero with the strength 
of an army of ants in this 
action-adventure fi lm. Come 
an hour early for a kids’ craft 
activity. 

When: Friday, June 17, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Macneil Park, College 
Place and Poppenhusen 
Avenue, College Point
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-6657
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Minions” — Gru’s sidekicks 
step out of under his shadow 
to star in their own animated 
fi lm in their search for the 
perfect master to serve. 
When: Friday, June 17,  at 
8:30 pm
Where: Rochdale Park, 
Rochdale Village
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Minions” — Gru’s sidekicks 
step out of under his shadow 
to star in their own animated 
fi lm in their search for the 
perfect master to serve. 
When: Saturday, June 18,  at 
8:30 pm
Where: Utopia Playground, 
73rd Avenue and Utopia 
Parkway, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org
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I
f you had been following the 
progress of the Parkside 
Player’s production of “You 
Can’t Take It With You” 

portrayed in my last three col-
umns, you may want to know 
how it all turned out. 

Well, by all measures, it 
was quite a success. And why 
not?

The Moss Hart and George 
S. Kaufman comedy, originally 
produced in 1936, won the Pu-
litzer Prize, was turned into a 
Best Picture Academy Award 
winner two years later, and 
revived on Broadway several 
times since, stands the test of 
time. 

A zany family that just likes 
to have fun, an eligible daugh-
ter and a dashing bachelor, 
the Wall Street rich guy who 
learns the error of his ways, 
and the family patriarch beat-
ing the taxes levied by the In-
ternal Revenue Service – how 

can you go wrong?
Perhaps you were one of the 

fortunate few hundred who got 
to see the play. It was one of 
Parkside’s most popular and 
best attended productions in 
its 35-year history. And for us 
actors, we had a good time and 
were well cast, under the lead-
ership of our director, Mark 
Dunn. Friendships flowered 
and hugs flourished, as we 
all got together for a couple of 
months to put on the best show 

we could.
Audiences showed their 

appreciation by their laugh-
ter and applause, and by their 
positive comments afterwards. 
No formal critiques took place, 
an unfortunate oversight — or 
simply a sleight — by the bor-
ough’s weeklies, which seldom 
take the time or space to pro-
vide a reviewer to offer his or 
her opinion in print.

Parkside’s stage is housed 
in the basement of the Grace 

Lutheran Church in Forest 
Hills, a better facility than in 
most community theaters. The 
group has generous use of the 
space, including storage and 
dressing rooms, and a kitchen 
to provide refreshments at in-
termissions. 

It also has risers so that 
many of the seats can be el-
evated to avoid that tall person 
in front of you who may block 
your view. Putting them up 
and taking them down can be 

quite a production in itself.
Of course, all could be so 

much better in a real theater, 
with state-of-the-art equip-
ment, permanent seating and 
air conditioning, so that an 
audience can be comfortable 
and appreciate fully what is 
happening on the stage. 

Perhaps our political lead-
ers will finally recognize the 
value of the many theater 
groups here in Queens and 
do what it takes to provide 
the modern venues that our 
borough of almost 2.5 million 
deserves.

So this production of “You 
Can’t Take It With You” is now 
history — a mere seven perfor-
mances over three weekends. 

We actors, amateurs all, 
enjoyed the experience which 
will long last in our memories. 
Many will go on to another 
show, and another one after 
that. 

But from this one we 
learned, as the character of 
“Grandpa,” the role that I 
played, discovered: just relax 
and have fun.

Contact Ron Hellman at rb-
hofc@gmail.com

Actors Kimberly Simek (l-r), Roger McIlvaine, Lori Feren and Ronald B. Hellman perform a scene from the 
Parkside Players' recent production of "You Can't Take It With You." Photo courtesy Parkside Players

You can take memories of community theater 
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Superb Spanish 
Continental 
Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361 
www.marbella-restaurant.com

Open for Lunch
& Dinner 

All Major 
Credit Cards

 Accepted

FREE 
PARKING 

For Reservations 
Call (718) 423-0100 
Fax (718) 423-0102

RESTAURANT

Celebrate F ather’s D ay!
Sunday June 19th

Gift for Dad
$25 Off Dinner for 4 or More 

Guests on Father’s Day*
*Must Bring this Ad

Victor
Gonzalez

OFF PREMISE 
CATERING

CATERING
 (Weddings, Showers, Graduations, etc.)
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the Christophe Assier Quar-
tet, the New School Jazz Quar-
tet, singer Audrey Silver and 
the Elias Ortiz Quintet.

People will also get the op-
portunity to make their own 
kind of music as eight small 
mobile recording studios take 
to the sidewalks of New York. 
One will be located at the Ja-
maica Performing Arts Center 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Composer Matt Welch will 
be presenting a Mass Appeal 
called Windchime in Court 
Square starting at noon. Wind-
chime is described as being an 
“interactive musical work for 
a public space, intended for a 
large group of Highland bag-
pipers and bass woodwinds.” 
Windchime is a collaboration 
between bagpiper-composer 
Matthew Welch, saxophonist-
composer Shelley Washington 
and bassoonist-composer Su-
sanna Hancock.

The performers will walk 
along mapped-out paths as 
audience members absorb the 
constantly changing sonic 
space from any vantage point: 
outside, inside and walking 
through the sound field. 

“I am excited to be pre-

Continued from Page 35 

Music

A trio of young string players perform during an earlier Corona Yourth Music Project as part of Make Music 
New York. Photo courtesy Roey Yahai/Americas Society

ASTORIA 
Athens Square Park
1 p.m. Qismat, open mic hosted 
by Al Qually

Fatty’s Bar and Restaurant
45-17 28th Ave.
11:30 a.m. Fatty’s Locals, 
neighborhood rock and pop 
bands
6 p.m.  M. Nero Nava, rock and 
roll composite band
7 p.m.  Nervous Breakdowns, 
pop/noise band

The Sparrow Tavern
24-01 29th St.
8 p.m. Sweet Magma, Queens-
native rock n’ roll

Snowdonia
34-55 32nd St.
12:45 p.m. Desmond McManus, 
classic rocker pop
6 p.m. Supermajor, six-piece 
rock collective

BROAD CHANNEL
Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge—South Garden
1 Cross Bay Blvd.
5 a.m. “Inside the Bird 
Chorus”—oboist Dave Kadden 
improvises with birds

ELMHURST
Dunningham Triangle
82nd and Ithaca streets
Noon Os Clavelitos, six-piece 
Samba band

senting Windchime as part 
of Make Music New York be-
cause it is the only institution 
in the city that makes public 
music-making possible. I am 

particularly happy to be pre-
senting Windchime in Queens 
because the diversity of the 
piece is like the diversity of 
the borough. The different in-

strumentation of the piece—
bagpipes, saxophones, bas-
soons, and so on—is meant to 
evoke different wind chimes 
from around the world.”

QUEENS EVENTS

Continued on Page 42
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crogreens. Anyone who passes up a 
chance to order this wonder should be 
branded a gnudnik.

“Melts in your mouth” would be an 
understatement when it comes to Chef 
Dom’s Peppered Niman Ranch beef 
tongue, our pick from the charcuterie 
category. The tongue, which is brined, 
and then confitted—slow cooked in 
fat—tenderizes as its flavor is ampli-
fied. 

Presented in a cascade of small 
round slices, with house mustard and 
crunchy toast, this is an organ meat 
lovers epiphany. We are, incidentally, 
so relieved that current thinking is 
that fat is no longer the scourge to 
health and weight once believed, so we 
could indulge with carefree abandon.

Mezza Rigatoni, a tube-shaped pas-
ta slathered with lamb Bolognese was 
the least memorable of our choices. It 
is not that it was undelicious, it is just 
that we were starting to get used to be-
ing wowed. This was only good. Do not 
squander your alimentary real estate 
on this one.

In a brilliant marriage of eastern 
and western ingredients, Chef Dom 
uses black garlic, a Korean specialty 
to change up a Cesar salad. The lettuce 
is charred. The croutons are smoked. 
The cheese is Grana Padano. It is an 
exciting new riff on a classic.

The secret ingredients in the 
Smoked Niman Ranch Pork Rack are 
time and patience. It is brined for 24 
hours, dried, and smoked at a very low 
temperature for three days. So moist, 
flavorful and tender that chewing is 
effortless. It is blissfully joined by the 
creamiest of Carolina grits, collard 
greens, bacon lardons and pickled 
ramps.

Like the regular menu, the dessert 
menu is concise and to the point. Noth-
ing gooey or cloying to be found here. 
Crème Fraiche Panna Cotta with rhu-
barb preserve Marcona almonds and 
basil seeds was intriguingly satisfy-
ing without being either too rich or too 
sweet.

The Bottom Line

The food at 60 Beans is inventive, 
sophisticated and expertly prepared 
using ingredients with buzz. Our only 
complaint is that there space is so lim-
ited. Don’t tell too many friends or none 
of us will be able to get a table.

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and author of “Eating 
Like Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining 
in America’s Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail at qnsfood-
ie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 37 

Dining

place June 30
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Theater
Continued from Page 36 

IF YOU GO
60 Beans Kitchen & Coffee

36-02 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria
(347) 987-3994
www.60beanskitchen.com

Price Range: Small Plates: $7—$25; 
Large Plates: $18 —$25
Cuisine: New American
Setting: Intimate bar layout with 
some outdoor seating.
Service: Professional and caring
Hours: coffeehouse: Monday thru 
Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dinner: Tuesday thru Thursday 5:30 
p.m. to 10 p.m., Friday and Saturday 
5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m., Sunday 5:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.
Reservations: No
Alcohol: Beer and wine
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Only if you must
Music: No
Takeout: Yes
Noise level: Yes
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: Yes, until 5 p.m.

For hyper-local news in Queens, visit us at
E-mail us at timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1 p.m. La Huerta, nostalgic 
experimental Latin band
2 p.m. Ken Voisin, light rock 
and pop standards on keys
3 p.m. Hejira—A World Music 
Experience, Middle Eastern/
jazz fusion

Manuel de Dios Unanue 
Triangle
83rd Street and Roosevelt 
Avemue
Noon Brooklyn United 
Marching Band, youth band 
playing classics
1:30 p.m. Goussy Celestin, 

Haitian-American jazz vocalist
2:30 p.m. La Huerta, nostalgic 
experimental Latin band
3:30 p.m. Gian-Carla, female 
jazz-fusion singer

FLUSHING
Studio M / Afro-Asian 
Barbeque
36-41 Main St.
7 p.m. Q Morrow, jazz-infl ected 
world compositions

FOREST HILLS
Red Pipe Cafe
71-60 Austin St.

6 p.m. Joel Landy & Friends, 
folksy and uplifting guitar
8:30 p.m. Joan Mercury, R&B/
pop vocals

JAMAICA
Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center
153-10 Jamaica Ave.
3 p.m. - 6 p.m. Street Studio: 
Jamaica. One of eight small 
mobile recording studios on 
sidewalks throughout NYC, for 
the spontaneous collaborative 
production of original music.

Life Camp
111-12 Sutphin Blvd.
7 p.m. Tafari XL, hip-hop 
performer from Jamaica

McKinley’s Children’s 
Garden
108-56 Union Hall St.
11:30 a.m. Noni Rene, Philly-
bred rock and soul singer
Noon Benita Charles, Harlem-
based soul singer/songwriter
12:30 p.m. Smax Music, eclectic 
reggae-rock band
1:30 p.m. Jason Waters, 
Queens-native folkrock singer/
songwriter

LONG ISLAND CITY
Court Square
Noon - 2 p.m. Windchime 
(Mass Appeal Bagpipes and 
Low Woodwinds), an interactive 
musical work for a public space, 
intended for a large group 
of Highland bagpipers and 
bass woodwinds, composed 
by Matthew Welch, Shelley 

Washington and Susanna 
Hancock.
The Local NY
13-02 44th Ave.
7 p.m. Dennis Doyle, solo guitar 
and singer, original blues/rock-
inspired songs
7:30 p.m. Richard McGraw, 
indie-folk singer/songwriter
8 p.m. TheBandCC, female-
fronted rock band

Socrates Sculpture Park
32-01 Vernon Blvd.
7 p.m. Batala NYC, Afro-
Brazilian drum ensemble

RIDGEWOOD
Ridgewood Veteran’s 
Triangle
Myrtle and Cypress avenues
3:45 p.m., RKHTY, reggae 
and R&B-infl ected singer/
songwriter
4:45 p.m. Jacob Friedman, 
atmospheric improvised 
looping guitar
5:45 p.m. E$go, experimental 
rap artist from Sunset Park
7 p.m. Ken Voisin, light rock 
and pop standards on keys

Venditti Square
Woodbine Street and Myrtle 
Avenue
4:30 p.m., Christian Linsey, 
indie-rock drummer and 
songwriter
6 p.m. Devil Pup, hip-hop rock 
fused with Electronics

71st Avenue Plaza
71st Avenue & Myrtle Avenue

Noon Ken Voisin, light rock and 
pop standards on keys
4 p.m. Joe Fuoco’s Music 
Center and Friends, musicians 
and teachers from Glendale

SUNNYSIDE
Bar 43
43-06 43rd St.
4 p.m., John Malone, Irish and 
classic rock

Queens Library at 
Sunnyside
43-06 Greenpoint Ave.
11 a.m. Robert Buscarsi, multi-
lingual troubadour singing 
popular standards
2 p.m. Rolando R., eclectic jazz 
fusion
3 p.m. Bradley True, rocking 
children’s music artist

Spring Into the Plazas
Queens Boulevard and 40th 
Street
4 p.m. A Sunnyside Mixtape, 
hip-hop theater celebration of 
Sunnyside

WOODHAVEN
John Cage: Waltz 40.2
98th Street between Jamaica & 
89th avenues
10 a.m.– 9 p.m. John Cage’s 
49 Waltzes from 1977 asks for 
performers to capture music 
(sound) around them in specifi c 
locations throughout New York 
City. Anyone and everyone is 
welcome to take part.
12:30 p.m. Roberto Buscarsi. 
multi-lingual troubadour 
singing popular standards

Thursday, June 23 
Through Sunday, June 26

For more information, visit 
SHOPGREATNECK.COM

Sidewalk Sale

Is

Cultural FestMu
lti

SUNDAY, JUNE 26  •  12 PM - 10 PM

Great Neck Plaza

   -  Asian-American Circle of Unity
   -  Klezical Tradition

   -  Nina Et Cetera
   -  Katya’s School of Dance

•  Outdoor Dining  •  Rides  •  Prizes •  Music:  

A group of drummers pound out a beat during a performance of the 
Corona Youth Music Project in Corona Plaza at an earlier Make Music 
New York event.  Photo courtesy Make Music New York

Continued from Page 40 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Join Us Every Sunday  For Our 
Famous Waterfront Sunday Brunch
Open at 12 Noon

516.944.7900 | 10 Matinecock Ave. | Port Washington, NY | At the Manhasset Bay Marina    Visit us online at www.LaMottas.net

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361  718.777.9292  Open 365 Days  11am-10pm
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LATE

Adelphi University

American University

Brandeis University

Clark University

Cooper Union

Cornell University

Connecticut College

CUNY Baruch College

CUNY Queens College

Fairfield College

Fordham University

George Washington University

Hofstra University

Howard University

Le Moyne University

Long Island University

Macaulay Honors  College

Marymount College

Morehouse College

Michigan State University

Mt. Holyoke College

Muhlenberg College

Northeastern University

New School

New York Institute Of Technology

New York University

Pace University

Parsons School of Design

Pennsylvania State University

St John’s University

SUNY Albany

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Buffalo

SUNY Buffalo State

SUNY Stony Brook

SUNY Old Westbury

SUNY Oswego

Syracuse University

Temple University

University of California

University Of Hartford

University Of Michigan

University Of Massachusetts

University Of La Verne

University of Waterloo

Vassar College

Wheaton College

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143

718.268.4667  |  www.kewforest.org

We congratulate our graduating seniors on their acceptances to the  
following colleges and universities:
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

The High School for Con-
struction softball team dug it-
self into a hole and could never 
quite find its way out, falling 
to Tottenville 13-5 in the PSAL 
Class A championship. 

The Red Hawks racked up 
four errors in the field and 
left 11 players stranded on 
base in Sunday’s game, a dis-
appointing finish to an other-
wise dominant season. 

“We had a job to do it and 
we didn’t do it,” Construc-
tion coach Marco Migliaccio 
said. “We had to have quality 
at-bats. We had a lot of oppor-
tunities and we didn’t. That 
was the key.”

Construction seemed in 
control early, putting up a 
run in each of the first three 
innings, but the Red Hawks 
were never able to truly break 
things open and Tottenville 

answered every hit with one 
of its own. 

It was a back-and-forth 
affair until the top of the 
fourth inning, when one call 
changed the course of the 
game. 

Red Hawks shortstop 
Lizul Portugal was ejected 
from the game after a physi-
cal run-in with Tottenville 
catcher Adrianna Razzore at 
home plate, but a conference 
between umpires and PSAL 
officials reversed the call. 

Portugal was called out at 
home, but stayed in the game, 
a whiplash turn of events that 
left each squad’s collective 
heads spinning. No one was 
more confused than Portugal 
herself. 

“I’m going to say that 
messed with my head,” Por-
tugal said. “This game out of 
all games, I didn’t want to be 

BY LAURA AMATO

Danny Alfonzo had made 
the play more times than he 
could count. 

The Bayside High junior 
shortstop has thrown to first 
base so many times it’s become 
almost routine, but as the ball 
rolled into his glove Monday, 
Alfonzo had to admit he was a 
bit nervous about the play. 

He couldn’t mess this one 
up. 

He didn’t. 
Alfonzo made the throw—

just like he’s done so many 
times before—for the final out 
of the game, lifting the Com-
modores to a 3-2 victory over 
Eleanor Roosevelt in the PSAL 
“AA” baseball final at Yankee 
Stadium. It was the first-ever 
city championship for Bay-
side. 

“I wanted it so bad,” Alfonzo 
said, “I had so many emotions 
in my head. I just kept think-
ing ‘We’re going to win this!’ 
I just had to relax. I couldn’t 
make a bad throw.”

It was a nail-biter victory 
for the Commodores, the No. 2 
seed in the tournament, even 
though they had jumped out 
to an early lead. Bayside (18-3) 
looked shaky in the field in the 
first few innings, racking up 
four errors. 

But Bayside pitcher Dimi-
tri Papazoglou held his own, 
battling back on the mound 
and keeping his squad in the 
game. The junior recorded 
nine strikeouts in just over six 
innings of work. 

“Dimitri is a competitor,” 
Bayside coach Pat Torney said. 
“This is one of those things 
where the pitch count rule re-
ally grinds my gears. He had 
enough to go and finish that 
game.”

While Bayside did its 
best to settle into the game, 
the Huskies (17-5) were de-
termined to put runs on the 
board. Roosevelt plated one in 
the top of the third inning and 
the bats seemed to come alive 
in the fifth as the Huskies 
loaded the bases on an inten-

tional walk to Matt Donenfeld.
Blas Lee made Bayside pay 

for the move, smacking a hit to 
left field and scoring Michael 
Edelma. That was all Roosevelt 
would get, however, as Antho-
ny Costa threw a perfect ball 
from left field to catcher Bran-
don Torres, catching Daniel 
Jacobson at the plate for the 
final out of the inning. 

“It’s funny, we knew they 
were going to try and come 
after our outfielders,” Torney 
said. “We said, ‘They’re going 
to make you make the throw.’ 
Anthony made a great throw 
and that was a turning point 
in the game.”

The throw changed the 
course of the game and, most 
importantly, gave the Com-
modores an extra boost of 
confidence. It also took a good 
chunk of pressure off Papa-
zoglou’s more-than-capable 
shoulders. 

“I just relied on my fast-
ball,” said the junior. “They 
looked like they were afraid of 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

The Bayside baseball team poses on the field at Yankee Stadium after clinching the PSAL 'AA' championship.  
Photo by Laura Amato

Construction senior Caitlin Vernon drove in a run as the Red Hawks 
tried to rally against Tottenville in the PSAL 'A' final at St. John's 
University.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Bayside takes title
Commodores fi nish stellar season at Yankee Stadium

Construction loses 
championship game
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BY LAURA AMATO

Sentel “Sonny” Taylor 
could probably walk through 
the Belmont Race Track with 
his eyes closed and his hands 
tied behind his back. 

He doesn’t. But he probably 
could. 

He doesn’t because he needs 
to watch the races. That is, af-
ter all, what he’s done for the 
past 52 years. 

Taylor, who grew up in Chi-
cago and now lives in Floral 
Park, has been working with 
NYRA since 1964, serving as 
an official timer and, now, as a 
placing judge for races. 

His small office at Bel-
mont—where he’s joined by 
two other judges—is packed 
with mementos and testaments 
to his time at the track. The 
walls are covered with photos, 
each one specially framed, and 
Taylor is more than willing to 
regale visitors with the stories 
behind each snapshot. 

He had visitors in droves 
June 11 for the 148th running 

of the Belmont Stakes, and 
while there was no Triple 
Crown winner to time that 
day, Taylor reveled in the mo-
ment all the same. 

“I started in 1964 and I’ve 
seen four Triple Crown win-
ners,” Taylor said. “I love the 
people. The horses are won-
derful, but you meet a lot of 
interesting people.”

Taylor knows plenty of 
people. Or maybe, more spe-
cifically, plenty of people know 
Taylor. 

He’s acknowledged every-
where he goes at Belmont, 
from the elevator operator to 
the security guards and even 
the SWAT team that sits on the 
roof of the clubhouse. Taylor 
has a chair up there. He likes 
to go up sometimes before 
races to see the horses in the 
paddock. 

When the horses start 
to leave, that’s when Taylor 
knows it’s time to get to work. 

“It’s fun,” he said. “Once 
you get used to doing what 
you’re doing, it’s like any-

thing. You really start to do it 
out of habit.”

Taylor found his way to 
horse racing through his great 
uncle, who worked for NYRA 
as a clock operator in the 
1960s. After a stint in the army 
and the post office in Chicago, 
Taylor asked for a favor from 
his family. 

He wanted a job. 
“I got discharged in Brook-

lyn in the Navy Yard there, so 
they invited me up to Sarato-
ga,” Taylor said. “I saw what he 
was doing and I kind of liked it. 
So I said, ‘Is there any chance 
that they might have an open-
ing in that position?’ My great 
uncle said he would talk to his 
boss and see what they could 
do and they called me within 
about three months. I went up 
for an interview and I’ve been 
here ever since.”

Since putting in that re-
quest, Taylor has seen the 
best the sport has offered. In 
addition to witnessing those 
four Triple Crown winners, 
he has befriended some of rac-

ing’s most famous jockeys and 
trainers. The shine has yet to 
wear off. 

Taylor doesn’t pick favor-
ites anymore. He used to—

BY LAURA AMATO

At this year’s Belmont 
Stakes, crowning a new Triple 
Crown winner was not an op-
tion. 

Nyquist, the Kentucky 
Derby winner and early favor-
ite to clinch the Triple Crown, 
didn’t even make the trip to 
the Belmont Park after falling 
in the Preakness. 

But that didn’t stop people 
from coming out in droves 
Saturday, dressed to the nines 
and anxious to get in on the 
track action. 

For them, the Belmont isn’t 
just about the race—it’s an 
event in its own right. 

“I came to the Belmont be-
cause it’s the best race in the 
Triple Crown,” Bayside native 
Zachary Thompson said. “I’ve 
been to the Kentucky Derby, 
I go to the Preakness every 
year, but this is the cleanest, 
best race. It’s just a really nice 
day. Good racing, good family 
time. It’s awesome.”

Of course, last year’s Bel-
mont boasted a crowd of over 
90,000 people, all determined 
to witness history happen 
in front of them. This year’s 
slate of races didn’t promise 
the same moment, but it still 
offered many of those coming 

out the chance to have their 
first experience at the track. 

In fact, after last year’s dra-
matic day, even more people 
were interested in taking in 
the races and many made it a 
full-day event. 

“This is my first year com-
ing and I thought it’d be fun,” 
said Abel Vigo of Howard 
Beach, who came with a group 
of friends. “It’s been a lot of 
fun so far. It’s always been on 

a bit of a to-do list that I’ve had 
and I’m crossing it off the to-
do list.”

While there might not have 
been the possibility of history-
making races, Belmont specta-
tors still headed to the betting 
window in droves. 

And each of them brought 
their own approach. 

Vigo and his friends, some 
of whom traveled to the track 
from Connecticut, donned 

mail-order horse-head hats. 
They garnered a fair bit of at-
tention. 

“We came out three years 
ago for California Chrome, 
which is why I’ve got STUD 
on my hat,” Darren Metzger, 
of Stamford, Conn., said. “The 
hats came from a catalogue 
and we’ve worn them for the 
last three years. They’re cer-
tainly an attention-getter. 
They do give some good luck 

too.”
Thompson, meanwhile, 

went for a different approach 
at the window. He didn’t put 
any money on pre-race favorite 
Exaggerator. Instead, he opted 
for a different rationale. 

“I love a horse coming off 
a layoff,” he said. “I look for 
those guys that haven’t been 
seen in the racetrack in six or 
seven months. I always wonder 
why the owner brought them 
here and I go with them.”

In the end, Creator won the 
Belmont Stakes in a dramatic 
photo-finish.  

It didn’t really matter to 
the people in the stands. They 
were happy to see a good race, 
but, in the end, that wasn’t 
why they came to Belmont. 

They came for the pomp, 
for the circumstance and for 
the over-the-top hats. For some 
it’s tradition. For others, it’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime day. 

In the simplest of terms, it’s 
just fun. 

“A day at the races with our 
buddies, you can’t beat it,” Flo-
ral Park native Rich Rizzuto 
said. “It’s a New York crowd. 
It’s great to see all the young 
people come out too. Maybe 
it’ll start another generation 
of horse racing fans.”

Continued on Page 48

The neighs have it. Horse hats proved to be good luck charms for a group of friends at the Belmont Stakes.  
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Sentell 'Sonny' Taylor stands on the roof at Belmont Park before the 
running of the 148th Belmont Stakes.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

No Triple Crown, but Stakes still an event

Belmont’s offi cial timer shares racing memories
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BY LAURA AMATO

The New York Mets didn’t 
have to look very far for some 
of their first picks in this 
year’s Major League Baseball 
Draft. 

The reigning National 
League champs selected three 
players on the opening night 
of the draft, two of whom grew 
up on Long Island, just a short 
drive from Citi Field. 

Justin Dunn, a right-hand-
ed pitcher from Boston College, 
and Anthony Kay, a standout 
on the mound for UConn, 
hail from Freeport and Stony 
Brook respectively, and while 
the duo never faced off against 
each other during their high 
school days, the New York na-
tives are anxious to team up 
with the Mets. 

“I don’t remember ever 
playing against him or with 
him, but I always remember 
hearing the name,” Kay said. 
“I never got to watch him pitch 
at BC, but we always played 
against each other in mid-
weeks and stuff. I’ve definitely 
always heard his name and it’s 
definitely cool that we were 
able to get drafted to the same 
team. especially being from 
around the same area.”

The Mets have had their 

eye on Kay for quite some 
time—and for good reason. 
The left-hander attended Ward 
Melville High School in Suf-
folk County, the alma mater 
of Steven Matz, and New York 
is hoping lightning can strike 
twice when it comes to former 
Patriots stars. 

“I’d say we’re pretty friend-
ly,” Kay said of his relationship 
with the Mets’ ace. “We talk all 

the time and we go back (to the 
high school) in winters. I think 
it’d be really cool to work with 
him. It’s awesome.”

While Kay was dealing 
with his first professional 
press conference, New York’s 
first-round pick, Dunn, was 
out on the field. 

The 19th selection in this 
year’s draft, Dunn and his 
Boston College Eagles were 

still competing in the NCAA 
Tournament on draft week-
end. . 

Although the squad came 
up short of a berth to the Col-
lege World Series, falling to 
Miami, Dunn’s numbers this 
season were impressive. 

He posted the lowest ERA 
in the ACC, boasting a 4-1 re-
cord, two saves and three com-
bined shutouts in 17 appear-

ances and seven starts. 
In addition to the two local 

prospects, the Mets also select-
ed infielder Peter Alonso with 
their second-round pick. 

A power-hitting star at 
Florida, Alonso is on the out-
side looking in when it comes 
to local ties, but he’s not let-
ting that hinder his excite-
ment. After all, it’s difficult to 
be too upset when you’re being 
drafted. 

“I mean, we’re all family 
now so I guess we’re going to 
get along well now, regardless 
of where we’re from, doesn’t 
matter what position,” Alonso 
said. “We’re part of the same 
organization, we’re part of the 
Mets family and we’re team-
mates now. We’re all on the 
same playing field now.”

None of the Mets draft picks 
are quite certain what hap-
pens next. There’s a chance 
the trio could spend some time 
with the Brooklyn Cyclones in 
short-season A this summer, 
but, right now, the three aren’t 
worried about that. They’re 
simply letting the last few days 
sink in. 

“I wasn’t really too sure 
what was going to happen (in 
the draft),” Kay said. “The 
Mets selected me and I am very 
excited for the opportunity.”

BY LAURA AMATO

It simply wasn’t Monsignor 
McClancy’s night. 

The Crusaders baseball 
team dropped a disappoint-
ing 14-1 showing to Monsignor 
Farrell in a losers’ bracket 
elimination game in the 
CHSAA Class AA tournament 
at Fordham University June 
9. It’s the second straight year 
the Lions have ended McClan-
cy’s season. 

“We don’t make excuses, I 
don’t teach our kids to make 
excuses,” McClancy coach 
Nick Melito said. “It was a ball 
game and we came up short. 
That’s the way it is in the los-
ers’ bracket.”

McClancy was exhausted 
even before the first pitch 
of the game. The Crusaders 
played a 12-inning marathon, 
notching a 2-1 victory over 
Xaverian the night before and, 
on June 7, played eight innings 
against top-seeded Kennedy 
Catholic. In the end, all those 
extra innings took their toll on 

the squad, making it difficult 
to find that extra boost of en-
ergy against Farrell. 

“It’s hard because I think 
we came out a little flat,” ju-
nior shortstop Ryan Neuweil-
er said. “Off that win, we were 
just thinking, ‘Alright, we 
pulled that off, why not just do 
it again?’ We sat back on our 
heels a little too much.”

Despite the final outcome, 
the Crusaders did jump out 
to a one-run lead over Farrell 
in the first inning as Neu-
weiler drove in Quentin Hol-
mes with an RBI single. Mc-
Clancy, which connected on 
four straight hits to open up 
the postseason tilt, stranded 
two runners on base to end the 
stanza. 

It was those missed oppor-
tunities that would eventually 
haunt the Crusaders. 

Farrell responded in the 
top of the second inning, ty-
ing up the game when Vic Vi-
tacco’s solo home run bounced 
off the foul pole in right field 
and sailed over the fence. The 

Lions offense seemed to hit its 
stride after that, racking up 
eight runs in the next two in-
nings to effectively seize con-
trol of the game. 

“We’ve been a little bit in 
the doldrums the last couple 
of games,” Farrell coach Bob 
Mulligan said. “That jolt that 

he hit really got everybody 
fired up and we just went off 
from there.”

McClancy also didn’t help 
its cause in the field. 

The Crusaders recorded 
three errors in the first five in-
nings, while a handful of wild 
pitches and passed balls al-

lowed Farrell batters to reach 
base without even having to 
swing the bat. 

Of course, the Lions man-
aged to put bat on ball as well. 
Farrell racked up 13 hits in the 
victory. 

“They were putting the ball 
into play where we weren’t,” 
Neuweiler said. “We couldn’t 
even make a play on it.”

McClancy simply could 
never get going on either side 
of the ball. After the first in-
ning, the Crusaders connected 
on just two more hits. 

It’s a difficult finish for the 
Crusaders, just one game shy 
of the championship game. 
Still, there’s plenty of reason to 
be optimistic. McClancy will 
return the core of its lineup 
next season with a brand-new 
determination to make sure 
history doesn’t repeat itself. 

“They’ll be back,” Melito 
said. “The breaks go one way, 
the breaks go the other way, 
you never know. But over-
all, I’m very happy with my 
team.”

McClancy outfielder Quentin Holmes did his best to help jump-
start the Crusaders offense in their 14-1 loss to Farrell on June 9.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Former UConn star and New York native Anthony Kay is hoping to become another name in the Mets' impres-
sive pitching rotation.  Photo Courtesy of UConn Athletics

McClancy ends season in tourney loss to Farrell

Mets focus on local talent in MLB draft
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when he would go see the hors-
es in the morning before post 
time—but he’s got a slightly 
later wake-up call now. 

Of course, when you’ve 
spent over five decades watch-
ing racing, there are a few mo-
ments that stand out. As far as 
Taylor is concerned, one horse 
stood above all the rest—Sec-
retariat. 

“I was right here in the 
corner timing the race and it’s 
amazing how fast he actually 
ran,” he said. “It looked like he 
could have even run faster. My 

wife was there with me at the 
time and she loved it. That was 
probably one of the greatest 
moments.”

Taylor isn’t sure when he’ll 
walk away from racing. He’s 
been here for so long it’s dif-
ficult to imagine a time when 
he wouldn’t come to the track 
with his binoculars and timer.

Taylor says he’ll know when 
the time is right. For now he’s 
simply content to watch his-
tory unfold in front of him. 

“I’m going to keep going un-
til I feel like I want to retire,” 
he said. “I’ll be 79 in Septem-
ber and I still feel good so I’m 
going to keep working.”

put out. I was emotional. Af-
ter that play, that was like the 
turning point.”

The call was reversed due 
to a PSAL rule that reads, 
“a player may slide, may go 
around, may go over, but 
may not deliberately crash 
into a player with the intent 
to knock her out.” Officials 
ruled that Portugal had not 
been running to injure. Tot-
tenville, naturally, protested 
the decision, but the discus-
sion didn’t last long, The Pi-
rates then put their frustra-
tion to good use at the plate.

Tottenville exploded for 

five runs on five hits and one 
Construction error in the bot-
tom of the fourth, seizing the 
lead and, more importantly, 
the momentum. 

“We’ve been like that all 
season long,” Pirates coach 
Cathy Morano said. “We just 
keep coming back. I think it 
kind of brought us out and 
we responded to that, it moti-
vated us.”

Construction did its best 
to rally. 

Portugal blasted a solo 
home run over the center 
field fence in the sixth inning 
and Caitlin Vernon added an 
RBI single, but it wasn’t quite 
enough. Tottenville answered 
the offensive outburst with 
one of its own, responding 

with five more runs in the 
bottom of the stanza, high-
lighted by Jessica Giardiello’s 
bases-clearing triple. 

The Red Hawks were cer-
tainly disappointed with the 
way the season ended, but if 
the squad was being honest, 
they never quite expected to 
be here in the first place. Now, 
Construction has a chip on 
its shoulder and this team is 
ready to get back to the cham-
pionship next year and win it. 

“It just hurts because 
we didn’t execute where we 
were supposed to execute,” 
Migliaccio said. “We’ve been 
saying we’re a year ahead. I 
never thought we’d be here 
this year. I’m proud of all of 
them.”

Construction
Continued from Page 45

it, so I just kept going with it.”
Despite the earlier mis-

takes, Bayside’s defense was 
picture-perfect in the seventh, 
picking up the slack after Pa-
pazoglou left the game due to 
pitch count. The Commodores 
worked a 1-1-6 double play for 
the first two outs, before Al-
fonzo made the throw to first 

to secure the title. 
It may be the first champi-

onship in program history, but 
the Commodores are deter-
mined to make sure it isn’t the 
last. This moment was nice, 
but it’s only the beginning. 

“We put in so much time 
and effort and look what it got 
us,” Alfonzo said. “There was 
a reason for that and it was to 
win. Hopefully now we’ll come 
back even stronger next year.”

Belmont

Bayside

Continued from Page 46

Continued from Page 45

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said.  “We 
will not be divided by these 
tragedies: an attack on one of 
us is an attack on all of us. I 
remain committed to ending 
senseless acts of violence and 
will continue to advocate for 
the passage of common sense 
gun control laws that keep 
weapons out of the hands of 
criminals.”

 Maloney is scheduled to 
meet the other legislators on 
the steps of City Hall at 11 a.m. 
Friday.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz remembered the families 
of the victims.

“To the families who have 
lost their loved ones, you are 
in our hearts and prayers,” 
she said. “At a time like this, 

we must stand united in soli-
darity. Each life lost is a very 
real cost of unbridled firearms 
and weaponry in our country. 
Each life lost must be paid an 
homage by creating the space 
where we can come together to 
talk honestly and openly about 
the complex intersection of ho-
mophobia, Islamophobia, xe-
nophobia. Together, as one bor-
ough of over 2.3 million people, 
we don’t deny it -- we condemn 
this heinous act of hate and of 
terror that reverberates in the 
scales of both lives lost and ut-
ter senselessness.”

Ali Najmi, president of the 
Muslim Democratic Club of 
New York, said, “We simply 
condemn this horrible, dread-
ful attack.” Members of the 
LGBT community, he said, 
“have been our stringest al-
lies.”

Just a week before, Jackson 
Heights hosted tens of thou-

sand for the annual Queens 
Pride Parade and Festival.

“So many people from 
around the city came together 
to support the LGBT commu-
nity, but we cannot only show 
our support during parades 
and parties. We must also be 
allies during the tragedies,” 
state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said.

 Astoria’s Brendan Fay, the 
gay rights activist who fought 
for inclusion in Manhattan’s 
St. Patrick’s Day parade, 
struck an emotional high note, 
saying, “I know what it’s like 
to be denounced from the pul-
pit. I am aware of the grief felt 
by people who simply wanted 
to go out and dance. I stand 
before you with grief and an-
ger. We send from this place 
our love to those who have 
suffered loss and take a stand 
against bigotry and hatred.”

again. 
Borough Council members 

who voted in favor of the bill 
were Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens), Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside). Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park) did not vote for 
medical reasons.

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), the only Queens 
Council member to vote 
against the legislation, said 
the creation of the Jackson 
Heights Historic District took 
more than the two-year dead-
line set by the bill.

He said the bill had  a 
rushed vote, calling the pro-
cess “troublesome and worri-
some.”

“We’ve seen in Jackson 
Heights an attempt to build on 
top of the existing one-story 
buildings on 37th Avenue,” he 
said. 

Flushing resident Paul 
Graziano, an urban planning 
consultant, said the bill came 
directly from the Real Estate 
Board of New York to weaken 
the landmarks law. 

Graziano said the bill origi-
nated out  of a series of about 20 
bills pertaining to landmark-
ing, zoning, planning and 
building about five years ago.

The bills were heard but 
they did not go anywhere 
because the administration 
of former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg “was dead opposed 
to them and the Council was 
much more split on them,” he 
said.

At a hearing last October, 
Graziano said  “hundreds and 
hundreds of people” spoke out 
against the bill. 

The preservation commu-
nity had asked for a three-year 
deadline but he said it was 
ignored. He also said the LPC 
is overburdened and under-
staffed and that Council mem-

bers have a de facto veto over a 
landmark bill, which Koo said 
is impossible given City Coun-
cil term limits.

Graziano was especially 
bothered by the fact that for 
an individual landmark, if the 
designation is not done in a 
year, they can extend the cal-
endaring for one year but only 
with the consent of the owner. 

“You have the introduction 
of owner consent into the lan-
guage and while it is only for 
an extension of the calendar-
ing process, I fear that this 
will be brought up in the fu-
ture that owner consent must 
be used in other parts of the 
landmarks process,” he said.

Historic preservationist 
Jeffrey Kroessler, who lives 
in Sunnyside Gardens, said 
Mayor de Blasio and his City 
Council allies are supporting 
real estate interests.

“The Bloomberg people, 
his City Planning Department 
worked with neighborhoods 
to get contextual zoning,” 
Kroessler said. “This adminis-
tration is working to overturn 
it. So who’s working for the 
people?”

“We need to put in more to 
our infrastructure,” she said. 
“We, as New Yorkers, send a 
lot of our federal tax dollars 
to Washington. As much as 
I believe we should help oth-
ers, I think charity begins at 
home.”

She also noted that Queens 
suffered from undue aircraft 
noise, and that she would 
push to change the FAA 
standard from 65 to 55 deci-
bels, which would mandate 
reduced aircraft noise levels 
in the area. She also wants to 
ensure that community input 
and environmental studies 
are conducted on new flight 
pathways before they are im-
plemented.

During the interview, 
Kaplan denounced what she 
said was the ugly  rhetoric 
from Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump. 
Though she stressed that the 
comparisons were not ex-
act, she said that his words 
evoked the Iranian regime 
that preyed on the fears of 
that country’s population 

during her childhood.
“I think this rhetoric is 

very hard to take, especially 
as an immigrant,” she said. 
“This is not the America that 
I know. We are a very inclu-
sive country, and I hope it 
stays that way.”

She also expressed strong 
reservations over the Iranian 
nuclear deal negotiated by 
the Obama administration. 
Kaplan criticized the fact 
that the release of four Amer-
ican hostages in Iran were 
not included in negotiations 
and expressed concern that 
the deal granted legitimacy 
to the heads of government in 
that country.

“The majority of the Irani-
an people are good people and 
they love America, but it’s the 
regime that’s different and 
it’s a regime I don’t trust,” 
she said. “Legitimizing them, 
for me, is an issue.”

Finally, Kaplan noted that 
she had a decidedly different 
life experience than many 
current members of Con-
gress and said many in Con-
gress spoke about issues in 
the Middle East that she had 
actually lived.

and is consistently consid-
ered one of the best schools in 
New York City’s Department 
of Education. The school 
boasts a 92 percent four-year 
graduation rate in compari-
son to the citywide average of 
69 percent, according to the 
New York school reviews site 
insideschools.org.

Natasha Valentin, a grad-
uate of the school’s class of 
2016, worked the dials as the 
DJ for the event. Valentin 
said that the playlist had been 
challenging to decide on, as 
the audience included an ar-
ray of ages and tastes. She 
said she had downloaded hit 
songs from the 1920s through 
the present day.

“I’m going to start re-
laxed,” she said, “and then 
brighten it up later.”

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) noted that 
the school received more 
than $850,000 in participa-
tory budgeting from the city 
during the past two years to 
construct a new music stu-
dio. Vallone and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) both 
received Lifetime Service 
Awards during the event. 
Posthumous awards were 
given to Alice Hartley, a 
former assistant principal, 
and Stephen Piorkowski, a 

celebrated physical educa-
tion teacher. Vallone said 
that he wanted the New York 
City Council to recognize Pi-
orkowski’s contributions to 
the community with an hon-
orary street renaming.

“We’re going to have to 
push extra hard for Steven,” 
he said. “We’re trying to show 
how much Steven meant to 
us.”

More than 200 alumni 
attended the event, and the 
seats were mostly filled just 
an hour into the event. The 
celebrations had started a 
day earlier with an art show, 
tours of the school guided by 
current students and a per-
formance from students in 
the school’s music program.

Jonathan Nuwestra said 
he had taught social studies 
at Bayside for 22 years, and 
he spoke about a flag printed 
on the wall on the side of one 
of the school’s stairwells. The 
flag, he said, was in memory 
of students who had fought 
in the World War II, and 
he noted that many of the 
school’s inaugural students 
had fought and died during 
the conflict.

“Some of the students, 
their legacy is on that wall,” 
he said, and spoke fondly of 
what the school’s history, 
staff and students meant 
to him. “I couldn’t imagine 
working anywhere else.”

police continued.
McClean had entered the 

bar armed with a firearm and 
was in the process of robbing 
the establishment, officials 
said.

When he tried to rob the pa-
trons, the former cop fired one 
round from a firearm, strik-
ing the robber in the head, po-
lice said.

On Jan. 29 between 8 a.m. 

and 4:08 p.m., McClean was 
seen standing near an open 
window of a room at the Flush-
ing Grand Hotel at 36-38 Main 
St. with another apprehended 
individual, John Grisales, ac-
cording to a complaint filed by 
the DA’s office. 

A bag was discovered on the 
landing one floor below the ho-
tel room, the complaint said. 

A detective recovered 104 
glassine envelopes from the 
bag, each containing a quanti-
ty of heroin, eight pills of oxy-
codone, two full pills of Xanax 

and two half-pills of Xanax, 
the complaint continued. 

 One of the glassine enve-
lopes contained a quantity of 
heroin from the floor as well 
as one Xanax tablet from the 
bathroom in the hotel room, 
the court documents said. 

The detective was able to 
determine the substances re-
covered based upon his expe-
rience as a police officer and 
in his training in the identi-
fication and packaging of con-
trolled substances and mari-
juana, the complaint said.
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