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BY BILL PARRY

Last year’s Taste of LIC cele-
brated its 10th anniversary with a 
record 66 restaurants, wine shops 
and breweries taking part inside 

a 9,000-square-foot festival tent 
pitched on Gantry Plaza State 
Park Monday night. The cultural 
and culinary event raises over 
$100,000 annually to support pro-
gramming at the Obie-award win-

ning Chocolate Factory Theater, 
but this year was different.

“We haven’t got a total yet, but 
it is lower this year,” Taste of LIC 
founder Sheila Lewandowski said. 
“And this year we were down to 47 

establishments. We have a real es-
tate crisis and it’s not just about 
apartments. We have to figure 
out a way to support more locally 
owned small business. They’re 
the people who really care about 
this neighborhood.”

Restaurant owners and com-
munity leaders agree that the de-
velopment that is going on in Long 
Island City is driving up commer-
cial rents. Some, like Sage Road-
house, have already closed.

“It’s a very real concern that 
there will be less and less of us 
here each year,” said Rebecca 
Trent, president of the LIC Eater-
ies Association and owner of The 
Creek and the Cave.  “Everyone’s 
lease rents are going up from $30 
to $45 a square-foot. That’s a 300 
percent increase from when I 
moved in a decade ago.”

Leslie Nilsson closed Sage 
Roadhouse earlier this month 
after 18 years in Court Square. 
She took part in the Taste of LIC 
to promote her catering business, 
Bartleby & Sage.

“It wasn’t that the rent on 
a new lease was too high.  The 
landlord didn’t even offer a new 
lease, he didn’t even give a price,” 

WELCOME BACK

BY MARK HALLUM

The former home of  U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Nicholas Ga-
raufis has made headlines in re-
cent months because of backlash 
over renovations deemed more 
than excessive by neighborhood 
residents. 

Now, the city Department of 
Buildings has ordered the owners 
to file for a new building permit 
before construction can continue 
at 218-15 40th Ave.

The original building plans 
showed that only the front of the 
house was to be renovated with ad-
ditional construction.. But neigh-
bors watched in despair back in 
April as the roof was torn off and 
the inside gutted, according to 
Bonnie Skala Kiladitis, who grew 
up across the street. Eventually 
the house was reduced to ground 
level.  

Garaufis’ stately house is be-
lieved to have been built circa 
1890 and was the one of the per-
sonal residences of the Lawrence 
family, influential members of 
the early Bayside community. A 

BY MADINA TOURE

A bill introduced by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) asking the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation to reconsider its plan 
to eradicate the state’s mute swan population has 
once again passed in the state Senate.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A crowd of Anthony Ma-
son’s family and fans gath-
ered at the corner of 147th 
Street and Rockaway Bou-
levard in South Jamaica 
Saturday to rename a part 
of 147th Street in honor of 
the New York Knicks for-
ward who died last year. 

City Councilmen Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans), state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Jamaica) and former 
Knicks star John Starks 
joined Mason’s mother and 
children for the unveiling 
of the new street sign.

“The tough thing is it’s 
not about anyone here. It’s 

about the guy up there, 
and he’s not here to say his 
piece,” Antoine Mason said 
in memory of his father. He 
told the crowd that his fa-
ther was so determined to 
succeed when he played for 
Tennessee State University 
that he would sneak into 
the school’s gym overnight 

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Councilman I. Daneek Miller (l), son 
Anthony Jr. (holding sign up), former 
teammate Joihn Starks (in sunglasses) 
daughter Aryana, mother Mary Mason 
(in wheelchair) and son Armon celebrate 
the street renaming. Photo by Nat Valentine

Bayside High School alumni, both young and old, came to swap stories and share laughs during a celebration of the 
school’s 80th anniversary. More than 250 alumni came to a dinner in the school’s gymnasium. See story Page 4.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

DOB requires 
new permit at 
judge’s house

Mason honored on the roadAvella reignites push 
to protect mute swans

Taste of LIC serves annual fare
Fears for small businesses, eateries during development boom creates concerns
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Poppenhusen Institute 114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Phone: 718-358-0067 | Email: poppenhusen@juno.com

 SummerSummer
        Concerts       Concerts

At Mac Neil Park 
(College Place & 5th Ave.)

SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH, 2:00-5:00 PM 
A Multi-Cultural Program

At Poppenhusen Institute
All concerts will be held at 4:00 pm in the garden 

(inside in case of rain)

Sunday, July 3 – Phil Costa and the Something Special Band
performing Patriotic, Swing, and Big Band music

Sunday, July 10 – L Musik 
performing Latin & American Dance Music

Sunday, July 17 – Twin Gold performing 50s and 60s music

Sunday, July 24 – Caribbean Cocktail – with Calypso and 
other tropical classics, Virgin Pina Colada will be sold

Sunday, July 31 – “A Rod Stewart Experience” with Rick 
St. James – who will perform Rod’s traditional hits as well as 
songs from The Great American Song Book

3:00 pm – Tours of our historic facility will be conducted

Concerts at the Institute: $5  ($3 for Seniors & US Veterans)
Bring a chair or blanket • Food & Raffl es will be sold at the Institute

2:30-5:00 pm — Native American exhibition dancing and storytelling, 
Chinese Ribbon dancing, Korean drumming, Irish Step Dancers, 

Ecuadorian Dancers, German Dancing and More. 

2:00 “All Together Now”
A program on brotherhood 

by ventriloquist Jonathan Gefner,

These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Councilman Paul Vallone.

Real estate explored 
in Flushing, Jamaica

BY MADINA TOURE

Developers and experts 
in Flushing and downtown 
Jamaica weighed in on how 
recent development proj-
ects have affected the two 
neighborhoods at a panel 
last week in Long Island 
City hosted by ULI New 
York, a nonprofit that pro-
vides leadership in land 
use policy. 

The panel, moderated 
by Melva Miller, Queens 
deputy borough president, 
was held June 9 at SPACES 
at the Falchi Building, lo-
cated at 31-00 47th Ave. 

The panelists were David 
Brickman, vice president of 
Onex Real Estate Partners; 
Hope Knight, president and 
CEO of Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation; 
and Michael Meyer, presi-
dent of F&T Group. 

“Queens is severely 
under-retailed and if you 
speak to your colleagues 
about development in 
Queens, as we develop 
housing we need to make 
sure that we have the infra-
structure and the ameni-
ties, the commercial, to go 
along with that residential 
development,” Miller said.

Miller said downtown 
Flushing is mostly zoned 
for higher density commer-
cial. In 2007, the Depart-
ment of City Planning re-
zoned downtown Jamaica 
to maintain the character 
of the neighborhood and 
provide for a mix of resi-
dential, business and com-
munity activities. It also es-
tablished a special district. 

Flushing Commons, 
a 1.8-million-square-foot 
mixed-use development, 
will include residential, 
office, retail, parking and 
community space. The first 
phase was topped off in 
March.

The development, which 
is 90 percent sold out, will 
receive its first temporary 
occupancy certificate for 
the underground garage 
this month and the second 
for the office tower by early 
November.

Meyer said F&T Group, 
one of Flushing Commons’ 
developers, said he was 
working at Tishman Realty 
Construction when he was 
put on assignment for the 
Queens County Savings 
Bank to look at a develop-
ment. F&T Group’s head-
quarters, Queens Crossing, 
is at the bank’s old site. 

Michael Lee, F&T 
Group’s co-founder, put a 
request for proposal in the 
Wall Street Journal to at-
tract interest to the site and 
ultimately succeeded. 

Meyer said Flushing 
was blighted at the time 
and that he and Lee went 
to Shanghai around 1998, 
which was also blighted. 

He noted that China and 
Flushing’s trajectories are 
parallel and that Chinese 
real estate focuses entirely 
on ownership, both residen-
tial and office.

“It’s almost like Flush-
ing is a sub.urb of China...
so as China has had its 
ascendancy in the geopo-
litical time, so Flushing 
has flourished as well,” he 
said. 

The third and final 
building, SkyView Parc, 
a condominium located at 
40-22 College Point Blvd., 
just topped off this quarter 
and roughly 5 acres of the 

7-acre rooftop park will be 
complete.

Brickman, whose com-
pany is the developer for 
Sky View Parc, said that al-
though it was challenging 
to complete a development 
on such a large, complex 
site in one economic cy-
cle, big box retailers were 
scouring New York City 
because of the density and 
lack of retail and people 
were looking to move back 
into the city from the sub-
urbs. Parking has also be-
come a big concern.

“It was a confluence of 
trends, demographics that 
were happening,” he said.

Knight said there is pro-
posal to create a hospitality 
hub for the AirTrain proj-
ect, which connects John 
F. Kennedy Airport to the 
Jamaica LIRR station. The 
idea is to make the Sutphin 
Boulevard/AirTrain sta-
tion a convenient destina-
tion for travelers to stay at 
a hotel close to the station. 

She also said two ho-
tels—Marriott Courtyard 
Fairfield Inn and a Hilton 
Garden Inn—are in de-
velopment, along with a 
project on 160th Street and 
Jamaica Avenue that will 
house a TJ Maxx, Burling-
ton and H&M. 

Hope Knight of the Greater Jamaica Development Corporation 
(l to r) and Michael Meyer of F&T Group discuss developments in 
downtown Jamaica and downtown Flushing, respectively.  

Photo by Madina Toure
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BY MADINA TOURE

Big Apple Circus, a non-
profit that entertains mil-
lions of children and fami-
lies at Cunningham Park 
in Fresh Meadows and Lin-
coln Center in Manhattan, 
is hoping to raise $2 million 
to keep the institution go-
ing. 

The campaign has raised 
$56,237 from 587 people in 14 
days, as well as more than 
$600,000 in total contribu-
tions and pledges raised to 
date online and offline as 
of Wednesday evening. The 
circus travels around the 
country.

The campaign would al-
low the nonprofit to mount 
its fall production at Lin-
coln Center and support its 
community programs. The 
organization has also de-
veloped a business plan for 
the 2016-2017 season that in-
cludes a more economically 
viable touring model that 
would have more shows 
remain in New York City 
throughout the year.

“Very few of those (fans) 
realize that we’re also in 50 
pediatric hospitals,”  Will 
Maitland Weiss, Big Apple 
Circus’ executive director, 
said in an interview. “Very 
few of those people realize 
that we’re a nonprofit orga-
nization like hospitals, like 
schools, like social service 
agencies. That’s been the 
challenge in terms of bal-
ancing our budget.”

In 1974, Paul Binder and 
Big Apple Circus co-found-
er Michael Christensen, 
both Americans, became 
juggling partners in Kent, 
England and performed 
on various street corners 
throughout Europe.

They eventually made 
their way to the stage of the 
renowned Nouveau Cirque 
de Paris. They came to the 
United States in 1976 with 
the goal of entertaining and 
improving the lives of mil-

lions of people. 
By 1977, they found a site 

for the first tent-raising in 
Battery Park in Manhattan 
and went on to create the Big 
Apple Circus. The nonprofit 
has put on performances for 
millions of people inside the 
tent for the past 38 years.

It also has program-
ming outside of the tent. 
The Clown Care program, 
which takes circus artists 
into pediatric hospitals to 
kids, serves about 250,000 
children in 50 pediatric hos-
pitals around the country 
every year. Three of the hos-
pitals are in New York City: 
Bronx-Lebanon Hospital 
Center, Harlem Children’s 
Hospital and the Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center.

Before the financial 
recession in 2008, the non-
profit would buy out the 
whole house or tent  for pri-
vate performances to banks 
or law firms, which would 
use it for employee awards 
ceremonies or for events for 
kids and families  as an ad-
ditional source of income.  
That would generate about 
$2 million, according to 
Weiss.

After 2008, about half of 
that money dried up, Weiss 
said. The non-profit still 
gets about $1 million per 
year . For the 2015-2016 fis-
cal year, Big Apple Circus 
realized just over $1 million 
from private performances. 
He said Bloomberg L.P. 
 bought a couple of perfor-
mances. 

“It’s less money than 
we used to make and some-
times we have been fortu-
nate and received a major 
gift from what we think of 
as a knight in shining ar-
mor, but if someone gives us 
a million dollars it’s fabu-
lous but that’s not sustain-
able, that’s not the business 
model,” Weiss said.

He said the nonprofit 
would lay off 125 seasonal 
employees after June 12 , as 
planned, after the last per-
formance who would not be 
rehired until August.  

In the administrative of-
fice, the number of full-time 
employees has dropped 
from 25 to 14 over the last 
18 months. The marketing 
department had 10 employ-
ees and is now left with only 
two. 

“The danger is if we 
don’t have enough operat-
ing cash, I have to let some 
people from the full-time 
year-round staff go as well,” 
he said. 

Next year, the nonprof-
it is committed to doing 
the show at Lincoln Cen-
ter in the fall and playing 
at Cunningham Park in 
Fresh Meadows in the later 
spring. 

But between those two 
shows, they are planning 
to do arena shows, which 
would use the same artists 
but rather than taking the 
tent from city to city or town 
to town, the tent could stay 
resting in New York City. 
Big Apple Circus would still 
have a need for marketing, 
fundraising, finance and 
human resources employ-
ees who would be working 
year-round.

Phil Thurston, a publi-
cist for the National Minor-
ity Supplier Development 
Council, worked for the non-
profit for nearly 15 years 

and was laid off at the end of 
June 2015. 

He said that in addition 
to the 2008 economic down-
turn, the Boston Marathon 
Bombing, Superstorm 
Sandy and an ice storm in 
Atlanta that kept people 
from driving on the roads 
contributed to a decrease in 
ticket sales, leading to fur-
loughs and pay cuts over the 
years.

Thurston said the big top 
show is key to sustaining 
the nonprofit’s community 
programs. Although he ini-
tially felt raising the $2 mil-
lion will be “a long road,” he 

noted that the campaign has 
been coming along well and 
that he now feels hopeful. 

“I really feel strongly 
that Big Apple Circus as a 
whole is a vital institution, 
especially to the parents 
of small children, but also 
those children who may be 
in a hospital or in an after-
school program,” he said. “It 
would be a real sad thing to 
lose the Big Apple Circus.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

The founders of the Big Apple Circus, Michael Christensen (l) and 
Paul Binder, attend what may be the famed show's final perfor-
mance.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

Big Apple Circus, which has a show in Cunningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows, is in danger of closing due to financial troubles. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Big Apple Circus’ future uncertain
Nonprofi t kicks off crowdfunding campaign to raise $2M for shows, community programs

Clown Joel Jeske is the nose doctor for audience-member Lucas.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose
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The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

Bayside High School celebrates 80 years
Graduates from dozens of classes dating back to 1960s return for jubilant reunion

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
As alumni entered Bay-

side High School for the 80th 
anniversary of the school’s 
founding, the walls were 
decorated with student pho-
tos from decades past. The 
crowd of attendees gazed at 
the class portraits, sports 
teams and sororities in the 
school’s celebrated history.

“You can’t really cel-
ebrate the future without 
understanding the past,” 
Emanuel Mensah, an alum-
nus from the class of 2012, 
said. “When you go to a 
school like this, you feel 
like a family.”

Alumni enjoyed food do-
nated by Brian Dempsey’s 
Bar and Restaurant in the 
school’s gym, which was 
adorned with balloons, a 
photo booth and a dance 
floor. Dozens of tables were 
set up for the more than 

200 attendees, with alumni 
ranging from classes dat-
ing back to the early ‘60s 
and up to  the past few 
years. Donald Bohn and 
Eileen Torraca, both of the 

class of 1962, said the school 
had been impeccably main-
tained. They also fondly 
recalled teachers they had 
shared. 

“They were really devot-

ed to the students,” Toracca 
said.

Bayside High School’s 
first day was on March 16, 
1936, and is consistently 
considered one of the best 
schools in New York City’s 
Department of Education. 
The school boasts a 92 per-
cent four-year graduation 
rate in comparison to the 
citywide average of 69 per-
cent, according to the New 
York school reviews site in-
sideschools.org.

Natasha Valentin, a 
graduate of the school’s 
class of 2016, worked the di-
als as the DJ for the event. 
Valentin said that the play-
list had been challenging to 
decide on, as the audience 
included an array of ages 
and tastes. She said she had 
downloaded hit songs from 
the 1920s through the pres-
ent day.

“I’m going to start re-

laxed,” she said, “and then 
brighten it up later.”

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) noted that 
the school received more 
than $850,000 in participa-
tory budgeting from the 
city during the past two 
years to construct a new 
music studio. Vallone and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) both received Life-
time Service Awards dur-
ing the event. Posthumous 
awards were given to Alice 
Hartley, a former assistant 
principal, and Stephen 
Piorkowski, a celebrated 
physical education teacher. 
Vallone said that he wanted 
the New York City Council 
to recognize Piorkowski’s 
contributions to the com-
munity with an honorary 
street renaming.

“We’re going to have 
to push extra hard for Ste-
ven,” he said. “We’re trying 

to show how much Steven 
meant to us.”

More than 200 alumni 
attended the event, and the 
seats were mostly filled just 
an hour into the event. The 
celebrations had started 
a day earlier with an art 
show, tours of the school 
guided by current students 
and a performance from 
students in the school’s mu-
sic program.

Jonathan Nuwestra said 
he had taught social stud-
ies at Bayside for 22 years, 
and he spoke about a flag 
printed on the wall on the 
side of one of the school’s 
stairwells. The flag, he 
said, was in memory of stu-
dents who had fought in the 
World War II, and he noted 
that many of the school’s 
inaugural students had 
fought and died during the 
conflict.

It’s been a long time since Robert Tartaglia, Class of ‘60, had been 
center court in the Bayside High gym.  Photos by Michael Shain 
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SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

We Come To You!
We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & Pre-1950 

Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jewelry, 
Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.

0 
y, 

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

Feds charge discrimination at Elmhurst school
BY BILL PARRY

One borough lawmaker 
was shocked to see Preet 
Bharara’s latest target. The 
U.S. attorney in Manhattan 
announced last week that 
the federal government had 
filed a lawsuit against the 
city’s Department of Edu-
cation that alleges that the 
department discriminated 
against black teachers who 
worked at an Elmhurst 
school and retaliated 
against an assistant princi-
pal who spoke out.

The school, the Pan 
American International 
High School, is in the law-
maker’s district.

“The allegations 
brought up in this lawsuit 
are very, very serious,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said. 

The government al-
leges that during the 2012-
2013 school year, the DOE 
permitted Pan American 
IPrincipal Minerva Zanca 

and Superintendent Juan 
Menedez to discriminate 
against every black teacher 
on the staff.

“It’s nearly unthinkable 
that in this day and age one 
of the largest and most di-
verse school districts in the 
United States would allow 
racial discrimination and 

retaliation to flourish,” 
Bharara said. “Yet, that is 
what we allege happened 
at Pan American Interna-
tional High School. Federal 
civil rights laws prohibit 
this misconduct. The suit 
seeks to remedy the viola-
tions that occurred at Pan 
American and ensure that 

the New York City Depart-
ment of Education protects 
its employees’ civil rights 
in the future.” 

The school is located in 
the Elmhurst Educational 
Complex, at 45-10 94th St., 
and it serves 374 recently 
emigrated English lan-
guage learners from Latin 
America, according to its 
website. During the 2012-
2013 school year, Pan Amer-
ican employed 27 teachers, 
three of whom were black.

Throughout that school 
year, Principal Zanca pur-
posely targeted John Flana-
gan and Heather Hightow-
er, two untenured teachers, 
by giving them unsatisfac-
tory lesson rating in an ef-
fort to deny them tenure, 
according to the complaint. 
Zanca made derogatory ra-
cial comments to Assistant 
Principal Anthony Ric-
cardo, specifically stating 
that Hightower “looked like 
a gorilla in a sweater” with 
“f----ing nappy hair” and 

Flanagan had “big lips,” ac-
cording to the complaint. 

Zanca also discrimi-
nated against Lisa-Erika 
James, a tenured teacher 
who ran the school’s the-
ater program, by canceling 
plays and cutting funding, 
according to the complaint

The lawsuit claims that 
Zanca retaliated against 
Riccardo for his complaints 
about her treatment of the 
three teachers. When Ric-
cardo refused to give an un-
satisfactory rating on one of 
Hightower’s lessons, Zanca 
allegedly accused him of 
“sabotaging her plan” and 
had school security remove 
him from the building, the 
complaint said. 

The lawsuit also says al-
legations Zanca engaged in 
discrimination and retali-
ation were brought to the 
attention of Mendez, but 
the DOE did not take disci-
plinary action against the 
principal. 

The DOE says its Of-

fice of Equal Opportunity 
opened cases about these 
allegations and transferred 
the matters to DOE’s legal 
office when complaints 
were filed externally.

“All employees’ work 
environments must be 
safe and supportive, and 
we have zero tolerance for 
any discrimination,” DOE 
spokeswoman Devora Kaye 
said.

Title VII authorizes the 
Department of Justice to 
commence an action in fed-
eral court against the DOE 
to remedy discrimination 
and retaliation for oppos-
ing discrimination. 

The complaint seeks 
declaratory and injunctive 
relief, as well as compen-
satory damages on behalf 
of Flanagan. Hightower, 
James and Riccardo. None 
of the four worked at Pan 
American International 
High School after the 2012-
2013 school year.

Federal prosecutors are suing the Department of Education on 
civil rights violations after they say it failed to stop an Elmhurst 
principal from discriminating against three black teachers at the 
Pan American International High School. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 bid farewell 
to District Manager Marilyn Bitter-
man, who will be retiring from the 
board in August after 40 years. 

Bitterman was honored at CB7’s 
monthly board meeting at Union 
Care Plaza Center in downtown 
Flushing Monday night. Her last 
district service cabinet meeting is 
June 24. CB7 Chairman Gene Kel-
ty announced her retirement in a 
memo. Bitterman also wrote a let-
ter to board members.

Kelty credited Bitterman with 
training board members and show-
ing them the ropes. 

“It is nice being the chairman 
at this time when she was the dis-
trict manager,” he said. “It was a 
privilege for me to have her have 
my back.”

Bitterman joined CB7 in Janu-
ary 1976 as a part-time employee but 
increased her hours over the years. 
In 1984, she became a full-time 
employee as the assistant district 
manager and then assumed the role 
of district manager in 1998.

She said the main factor leading 
to her decision to retire is that she 
is executor to her brother-in-law’s 
will and estate and she has to take 
care of his nephew. 

“I’m speechless,” she said as 
board members and elected offi-
cials applauded for her. “Actually it 
was not an easy decision to make.”

Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), who gave her a proclamation, 
congratulated her for the time she 
has devoted to community service 
for CB 7, which covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point and Bay 
Terrace.

“It’s not easy to serve as a dis-
trict manager for so many years,” 
Koo said.

Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside), who gave her a certificate, 
remarked during the meeting that 
Bitterman was still doing her job.

“She’s taking attendance while 
we’re honoring her!” Vallone said. 
“She never stops, she never stops. 
She’s there all the time. She’s in my 
office.”

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) said she had a big re-
sponsibility given that CB7 is one 
of the largest community boards in 
New York City. 

“I had to make sure I stopped by 
this very special evening, our last 
community board meeting with 
our very dear Marilyn Bitterman,” 
he said. “She’s been with us for so 
many years.”

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The Congressional Quiet 

Skies Caucus is worried that 
a new flight arrival plan for 
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport will create ad-
ditional airplane noise over 
Queens.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration is seeking to 
implement the new plan for 
Newark Airport in the fall. 
The plan would allow air 
traffic controllers to shift 
a small number of arriving 
flights to Newark’s Runway 
29 if the airport’s Runway 4 
Left or 4 Right are at capac-
ity. The agency is currently 
reviewing the environmental 
impact study it conducted for 
the plan.

“In 2012, new flight pat-
terns over Queens slapped 
increased airplane noise 
over our borough, a move 
that continues to ruin qual-
ity of life for Queens resi-
dents,” U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said. “We will 
not accept any new noise 
and we’ll do everything in 
our power—legislative and 
otherwise—to fight this plan 
should it negatively impact 
our borough. The FAA must 
immediately clarify whether 
this new plan for Newark 
Airport will cause any new 
aircraft noise over Queens.”

The FAA said it expects to 
use the procedure on a limit-
ed basis beginning some time 
in the fall and that about six 
additional aircraft will use 
the procedure per hour dur-
ing peak operating periods.

The procedure routes air-
craft over Upper and Lower 
New York Bays for most of the 
planned route. Once aircraft 
begin to turn toward Runway 
29 for landing, they will use 
the same arrival path as pre-
vious or existing procedure 
routes.

Aircraft will approach 
Newark Airport from the 
south and east over commu-
nities to the southeast of the 
airport. 

When aircraft are on this 
track, they will be at an alti-
tude of 3,000 feet over Mon-
mouth County, Marlboro 
Township and Union Beach 
and at or below an altitude 
of 1,400 feet when over Bay-
onne. 

“The FAA conducted an 
environmental review of the 
procedure in accordance with 
the National Environmental 
Policy Act, and determined 
that it will not significantly 
increase noise.” 

Elected officials are concerned a 
new flight arrival plan for Newark 
Airport will lead to more air-
craft noise over Queens. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Outgoing Community Board 7 District Manager Marilyn Bitterman (c) received a proclamation for her years of community ser-
vice. Photo by Madina Toure

Newark fl ight plan 
could increase noise

Key CB7 leader retires
District Manager Marilyn Bitterman served 40 years
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A Community Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

FREE VALET PARKING

LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL PARTY

LIVE MUSIC, 4PM  
SEAN MOLONEY

GIVEAWAYS  
& RAFFLE PRIZES

 

WINE TASTING, 4PM

SMIRFNOFF ELECTRIC  
BERRY ICE  

GIVEAWAYS, 5-7PM

KEEP CALM 
AND LET THE 

TEACHERS  
P A R T Y !

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

PRESENTS
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Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

I 
G

O
 T

O
 P

REPARE A PLACE FO
R

 Y
O

U

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

NYP 6/19/16

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.

Pols, preservationists split over landmarks  
BY MADINA TOURE

Although the City Coun-
cil passed a bill introduced 
by Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and Council-
man David Greenfield (D-
Brooklyn) imposing time-
lines on the designation 
of landmarks and historic 
districts, historic preserva-
tionists and some Council 
members say the bill could 
hurt the character of the 
city’s historic districts and 
properties.

The bill, which passed 
the City Council June 8 
by a vote of 40-10, was in-
troduced last year on the 
50th anniversary of the city 
Landmarks Law. Nearly 100 
properties remained on the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission calendar for 
as long as the law existed. 

The vote was moved 
up to June 8 from June 9, 
which Koo said took him by 
surprise.

“We should have a time-
line for landmarking: either 
landmark or don’t land-
mark it,” he said. “My bill 
is very straightforward, it’s 
only one page long.”

The original bill set a 
one-year deadline for the 
LPC to designate indi-

vidual landmarks and two 
years for historic districts 
as well as to bar properties 
from reconsideration if the 
deadline was not met. 

But following a full-day 
public hearing seeking 
input from the commu-
nity and the LPC, Koo and 

Greenfield revisited the 
timelines to allow for great-
er flexibility and exten-
sions. They also decided to 
ax the moratorium against 
recalendaring, or putting 
properties on the calendar 
again. 

Borough Council mem-
bers who voted in favor of 
the bill were Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village), Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens), 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans), Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) and Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side). Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park) did not vote for 
medical reasons.

Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights), the only 
Queens Council member 
to vote against the legisla-

tion, said the creation of the 
Jackson Heights Historic 
District took more than the 
two-year deadline set by 
the bill.

He said the bill had  a 
rushed vote, calling the 
process “troublesome and 
worrisome.”

“We’ve seen in Jackson 
Heights an attempt to build 
on top of the existing one-
story buildings on 37th Av-
enue,” he said. 

Flushing resident Paul 
Graziano, an urban plan-
ning consultant, said the 
bill came directly from the 
Real Estate Board of New 
York to weaken the land-
marks law. 

Graziano said the bill 
originated out  of a series of 
about 20 bills pertaining to 
landmarking, zoning, plan-
ning and building about 
five years ago.

The bills were heard but 
they did not go anywhere 
because the administra-
tion of former Mayor Mi-

chael Bloomberg “was dead 
opposed to them and the 
Council was much more 
split on them,” he said.

At a hearing last Octo-
ber, Graziano said  “hun-
dreds and hundreds of 
people” spoke out against 
the bill. 

The preservation com-
munity had asked for a 
three-year deadline but 
he said it was ignored. 
He also said the LPC is 
overburdened and under-
staffed and that Council 
members have a de facto 
veto over a landmark bill, 
which Koo said is impos-
sible given City Council 
term limits.

Graziano was espe-
cially bothered by the 
fact that for an individual 
landmark, if the designa-
tion is not done in a year, 
they can extend the cal-
endaring for one year but 
only with the consent of 
the owner. 

Historic preservationists said the landmarks bill passed by City 
Council sets unrealistic deadlines for designating landmarks. 

Photo by Michael Shain 



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
UNE 19, 2016

9

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Mon. June 27th

QUEENS –
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Blvd.

Tues. June 28th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. July 1st
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

LaGuardia renovation 
gets groundbreaking 

BY BILL PARRY

Vice President Joe 
Biden, who in 2014 likened 
LaGuardia Airport to one 
in a third world country, 
returned there to help Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo formally 
break ground on the $4.2 
billion reconstruction proj-
ect, marking the first com-
plete rebuild of an airport 
in the United States in 20 
years. 

Cuomo thanked Biden 
for “opening our eyes” to 
the dilapidated state of the 
airport, paving the way 
and clearing federal red 
tape for the new 1.3 million-
square-foot, state-of-the-art 
Grand Terminal Building 
with a new road network 
and 3,000-space parking 
garage.

“LaGuardia is a key 
driver of New York’s econ-
omy and transportation 
network, but for far too 
long it has been outdated, 
overcrowded, and unwor-
thy of the Empire State,” 
Cuomo said. “Today, we are 
not just breaking ground, 
we are building an entirely 
new LaGuardia and trans-
forming it into a world-
class transportation gate-
way for the 21st century. 
This state has always been 
built to lead and now that 
legacy continues with this 

unprecedented project that 
will drive growth and gen-
erate continued prosperity 
for generations to come.”

Biden, who called him-
self Mr. Infrastructure, 
came to LaGuardia to bring 
more attention to the recon-
struction in the hope that 
other governors would fol-
low Cuomo’s example and 
build big projects.

“You’re going to make a 
gigantic difference not only 
in the state of New York, 
but in the region,” Biden 
said. “It’s consequential. 
Our life blood depends on 
it. The greatest city in the 
world needs and deserves 
the greatest infrastruc-
ture.”

With aircraft taking off 
and landing behind them, 
Cuomo said by moving the 
terminal 600 feet closer to 
the Grand Central Park-
way, it will increase airport 
taxiways by more than two 
miles, “which increases 
the flight operations 240 
percent.” That means more 
flights coming in, and turn-
ing around faster for depar-
ture, he said.  

The rebuild, the largest 
public-private partnership 
in U.S. history, will create 
18,000 direct and indirect 
jobs, he added, helping New 
York “get its mojo” back.

“The ground-breaking 

for the construction of the 
new LaGuardia Airport 
signals to the world New 
York’s commitment to re-
maining the first-rate city 
we all expect it to be,” U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) said. “The overhaul 
of LaGuardia has been a 
long time coming and I’m 
thrilled that shovels are fi-
nally in the ground.”

New Q70 bus Select Bus 
Service will link LaGuar-
dia with subway hubs in 
Woodside and Jackson 
Heights, and down the road 
the governor promises an 
AirTrain that will deliver 
travelers to Willets Point 
for Long Island Rail Road 
and No. 7 subway service 
into a “new” Penn Station. 
The  East Side Access proj-
ect will eventually provide 
LIRR access to Grand Cen-
tral Terminal, and  the 7 
will connect to a $1 billion 
expansion of the Javits 
Center.

“So, LaGuardia in and 
of itself is exciting, but 
LaGuardia is part of what 
amounts to a $100 billion 
infrastructure program,” 
Cuomo said,  calling it “the   
largest reinvestment in 
New York’s infrastructure 
in modern history, and 
that’s long overdue.”

Vice President Joe Biden (l) joins Gov. Andrew Cuomo before a ground-breaking ceremony for the 
LaGuardia Airport reconstruction project. Photo by Michael Shain 
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AUBURNDALE  BAYSIDE  BRIARWOOD  CAMBRIA HEIGHTS  
COLLEGE POINT  CORONA  EAST ELMHURST  FLUSHING  
LIVE.   HILLCREST   HOLLIS  JAMAICA  JAMAICA ESTATES  
WORK.   JAMAICA HILLS  MURRAY HILL  OZONE PARK  
STUDY.   POMONOK  QUEENS VILLAGE  RICHMOND HILL  
WORSHIP.   SOUTH JAMAICA  SOUTH OZONE PARK  
SAVE.   ST. ALBANS  WOODHAVEN
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at QsideFCU.org

Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

BY MARK HALLUM

Jewish and Muslim attendees 
gathered to break bread for Rama-
dan’s Iftar dinner at the Central 
Queens Y last week. At the third 
annual interfaith meal hosted by 
the Y and funded by United Jew-
ish Appeal, attendees sat side by 
side to enjoy food and music in a 
night of cultural exchange.

The Central Queens Y and reli-
gious leaders kicked off the June 9 
event by saying a few words about 
why interfaith events are impor-
tant for mutual respect between 
Jews and Muslims.

“We’s so proud to be able to 
do this, to bring the community 
together. Because we believe that 
by listening to one another and 
hearing each other’s stories, we 
can work together to build a bet-
ter world,” Jeri Mendolsohn, ex-
ecutive vice president and CEO 
of Samuel Field  in Little Neck 
and Central Queens Y in Forest 
Hills, said. “I truly believe that 
the world is in need of people sit-
ting together, breaking bread and 

learning from one another.”
“If we can do more of what’s 

happening here, if we can do more 

of opening our hearts and our 
minds and our soul to the others 
that we build a common society 

with, then all that bad stuff that’s 
happening in the world gets di-
minished,” Rabbi Bob Kaplan 
said.

Mustafa Demirci, a LaGuar-
dia student and musician from 
Istanbul, performed a song on the 
kanoun, a Turkish string instru-
ment. He was followed by Yusuf 
Gyurtas, who played the ney, a 
flute-like instrument. 

Luly Kaufmann is a Holocaust 
survivor of Romanian birth who 
has experienced hate first hand. 
Having lived in Forest Hills for 
over 50 years, Kaufann found it 
easy to talk to the people seated at 
her table. She said it was as if she 
knew them well. 

“This is my first time coming 
to this event. It is very easy to 
communicate with the people,” 
Kaufann said. “Hate makes us 
miserable. It excludes us.”

Yael Rosenstock, director of 
programming for the Center for 
Ethnic, Racial and Religious Un-
derstanding, was invited to speak 
at the event, which she said cor-
responded with their mission 

to break down barriers of hate 
through dialogue.

“CERRU has been deliberating 
for a while now [about]  what it is 
we want to make our new mission 
statement and the best way to ex-
press that is ‘changing the world 
one dialogue at a time.’ It seems 
clear to me this is what this event 
is about,” Rosenstock said. 

“People on both sides have 
known quite a great deal of hard-
ship in the world as well as good 
things,” Mendolsohn said as she 
spoke about how far the interfaith 
dinner has come in the past three 
years. “We’re starting to see rela-
tionships forming. They’re sitting 
together, there’s more children at 
the event. They’re coming togeth-
er with very interesting questions 
related to how people live.” 

The food served up was of vary-
ing Middle Eastern origins, such 
as Turkish and Israeli, while bak-
lava was for desert.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by 
e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Mustafa Demirci, a LaGuardia Community College student from Turkey, plays the 
kanoun at the Central Queens Y annual Iftar interfaith dinner on Thursday. 

Photo courtesy Central Queens Y

Jews and Muslims share interfaith Ramadan meal
Event at Central Queens Y brings together followers of both faiths to enjoy their cultures 
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Nilsson said. “Back when 
I opened we were the only 
game in town. I started at 
$30,000. Now you need a 
half a million just to open a 
restaurant.”

It’s not just the res-
taurants. In an appeal to 
support small business in 
Long Island City, Chocolate 
Factory Theater Artistic 
Director Brian Rogers told 
of one longstanding busi-
ness that closed when the 
landlord raised the rent to 
$10,000 a month.

“That’s what is hap-
pening in this neighbor-
hood.  It’s getting to the 
point where a small busi-
ness can’t imagine open-
ing here,” Rogers said. 
“They’re struggling and 
there doesn’t appear to be a 
mechanism to fix it and this 
neighborhood will grow 
less interesting. I wish 
some of these developers 
would understand that.”

And it will get worse, 
Rogers warned. There are 
more than 30 under-con-
struction or proposed proj-
ects in Long Island City.

“This is the fastest 
growing neighborhood 
in New York City and we 
have to keep it affordable 
for the people that made it 
grow,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“Long Island City is desir-
able for a reason and I’m 
charged with making sure 
that the character of the 
neighborhood doesn’t go up 
in smoke.”

Brent O’Leary, presi-
dent of the Hunters Point 
Civic Association, agreed.

“I’m concerned that if 
we don’t protect the small 
businesses we’ll lose the 
character of the neighbor-
hood,” he said. “We don’t 
want to be a commuter city 
where everyone works in 
Manhattan and just comes 
back here to sleep.”

The owner of Alobar, the 
Michelin-starred restau-
rant on Vernon Boulevard, 
who has had a long-running 
battle with Community 
Board 2 over use of outdoor 
space, thinks he has an an-
swer.

“Term limits,” Jeff Blath 
said. “Some of these people 
chair committees for 20 
years and small business 
isn’t getting the support 
they need and yet there are 

no term limits and that’s a 
big problem.”

The newly elected chair-
woman of CB 2, Denise 
Keehan-Smith, made the 
Taste of LIC her first public 
appearance since winning 
the seat this month. The 
third generation Woodsid-
er said there have been no 
surprises.

“I knew I was going to 
have my hands full,” she 
said. “It’s a critical time for 
this neighborhood with all 
of the expansion and trans-
portation issues, but the 
same thing is happening in 
Sunnyside where we voted 
down the Phipps Houses 
project and of course there’s 
Woodside. We need a lot of 
work there, too. You have 
the LIRR, the No. 7 and all 
of those bus lines coming 
through making it such a 
busy hub. You see so many 
people walking with lug-
gage and that will increase 
with the new Q70 bus ser-
vice to LaGuardia. I want 
to make a good impression 
on travelers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

LIC

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

study conducted by historic 
preservation consultant 
Paul Graziano found the 
Lawrence Estate is eligible 
for the National and State 
Register of Historic Places, 
a recognition that carries 
no protection from demoli-
tion or alteration.

Kiladitis, in keeping 
with her father Frank 
Skala’s legacy of neighbor-
hood activism, appealed to 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who wrote a 
letter to the DOB request-
ing that it investigate the 
matter and levy fines to the 
strictest degree.

“Our community will 
not stand idly on the side-
lines when homeowners 
and developers come into 
our neighborhoods and de-
ceitfully try to circumvent 
building codes,” Vallone 
said. “This type of blatant 
disregard of building per-

mit requirements and delib-
erate over-development will 
never be accepted in our 
community.”.

A notice to revoke on the 
building permit was issued 
to the owners at the end of 
April, which would force 
them to answer objections 
with the DOB for renovat-
ing beyond the limits of the 
alt-1 permit.

A DOB spokesman has 
since said the owners will 
be required to file for a 
new building permit before 
moving forward with their 
building plans, and not an 
alteration permit.

It is not immediately 
clear whether any fines will 
be levied against the owner, 
a recent New Jersey trans-
plant who identified her-
self by the name Lisa, but a 
spokesman from Vallone’s 
office said the councilman 
is drafting legislation to 
prevent work on sites that 
have a “notice to revoke” 
on building permits to con-
tinue while waiting for an 
answer to objections.

“We are currently draft-
ing a piece of legislation 
that would make it so a de-
veloper/homeowner would 
not be allowed to continue 
work during the period be-
tween receiving a notice to 
revoke and answering the 
objections that warranted 
that notice. The bill will 
be introduced in the fall. 
We felt that receiving a no-
tice to revoke is significant 
enough to warrant a stop of 
work. If you are allowed to 
continue work while await-
ing to answer the objec-
tions, the notice to revoke 
is really more like a ‘notice 
to finish your work as fast 
as possible.’ Our goal is to 
give the DOB as many tools 
as we can to address issues 
like these when they come 
up,” the spokesman said. .

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Garaufi s
Continued from Page 1 
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Adelphi University

American University

Brandeis University

Clark University

Cooper Union

Cornell University

Connecticut College

CUNY Baruch College

CUNY Queens College

Fairfield College

Fordham University

George Washington University

Hofstra University

Howard University

Le Moyne University

Long Island University

Macaulay Honors  College

Marymount College

Morehouse College

Michigan State University

Mt. Holyoke College

Muhlenberg College

Northeastern University

New School

New York Institute Of Technol-

ogy

New York University

Pace University

Parsons School of Design

Pennsylvania State University

St John’s University

SUNY Albany

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Buffalo

SUNY Buffalo State

SUNY Stony Brook

SUNY Old Westbury

SUNY Oswego

Syracuse University

Temple University

University of California

University Of Hartford

University Of Michigan

University Of Massachusetts

University Of La Verne

University of Waterloo

Vassar College

Wheaton College

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143

718.268.4667  |  www.kewforest.org

We congratulate our graduating seniors on their acceptances to the  
following colleges and universities:
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The bill, which passed 
the Senate by a vote of 61-2, 
previously passed the Sen-
ate in 2014 and 2015.  

There is a mute swan 
population in Jamaica Bay.

In 2013, the state an-
nounced plans to extermi-
nate the mute swan popula-
tion by 2025 on the grounds 
that the species is “inva-
sive.” Avella, along with 
animal rights activists and 
groups, has questioned the 
argument that mute swans 
pose a serious risk to the 
environment..

Avella’s legislation 
would require the DEC to 
hold two public hearings 
before finalizing their 
plans to manage the mute 
swan population and create 
a two-year moratorium on 
any action.

The bill mandates that 
the DEC provide scientific 
evidence for the environ-

mental damage caused by 
the birds. Even if the DEC 
provides the necessary 
proof, the bill would require 
the DEC to seek alternatives 
to euthanasia.

The legislation passed 
the state Assembly, where 
state Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D-Brooklyn) 
carried the companion bill 
to Avella’s legislation. It 
will now go to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s desk where it will 
need to be signed before be-
coming law.

Cuomo has vetoed the 
bill twice, but the senator 
said he believes the un-
relenting support for the 
mute swans will pressure 
him to sign it.

“I urge Governor Cuomo 
to finally sign this bill into 
law and join in the fight to 
support those who cannot 
fight for themselves,” Avel-
la said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Swans
to practice.

“That’s the kind of per-
son he is,” he said.

Starks, who played 
with the Knicks from 1990 
to 1998 and with Mason 
from 1991 to 1996, said it 
was an honor to celebrate 
“something that’s going 
to live on forever.” He said 
he believed that Mason 
was proud to represent the 
whole of Queens.

“New York is a blue col-
lar city, and everyday peo-
ple are out there grinding 
to make a living, trying to 
survive, and he embodied 
that on the court,” he said. 
“You see a lot of New York 
inside Anthony Mason.”

Mason attended 
Springfield Gardens High 
School and helped lead the 
school to the 1983 PSAL 
boys’ basketball city title 
before playing for Tennes-
see State. His NBA career 
spanned 13 years, and he 
averaged 9.9 points and 7.7 
rebounds per game dur-
ing his time with the New 

York Knicks. Mason won 
the NBA Sixth Man of the 
Year Award in 1995 and 
was an All-Star with the 
Miami Heat in 2001. 

He suffered a massive 
heart attack in February 
2015 and underwent sev-
eral surgeries, but died 
Feb. 28. His funeral was 
held at The Greater Allen 

A.M.E. Cathedral in Ja-
maica on March 13, 2015.  
Attendees at the service 
included Starks, Knicks 
stars Patrick Ewing and 
Charles Oakley and for-
mer Knicks head coach Pat 
Riley. Mason is survived 
by his sons, Antoine, who 
played basketball for Au-
burn University; Anthony 

Mason, Jr., who played for 
St. John’s University; as 
well as his children Arya-
na and Armon.  

Richard Kelly, Jr. lived 
next door to where Mason 
grew up and recalled that 
he received wider atten-
tion after the Springfield 
Gardens victory. 

“That’s when everyone 
knew who he was. And 
we had his back,” he said. 
“When he got drafted to 
the Knicks, the whole 
block got lit up.”

Kelly said Mason often 
contributed to the com-
munity without fanfare 
or attention. Kelly said 
Mason provided basket-
ball rims for the yard in 
Public School 223, which 
was located half a block 
away from the renaming 
ceremony. 

Chuck Vance, an assis-
tant coach with Springfield 
Gardens High School, said 
Mason often would supply 
students and athletes at 
the school with uniforms 
and supplies.

“He didn’t make it a big 
thing,” Vance said. “The 
boxes would just show up 
one day.”

Continued from Page 1 

Mason

Family and fans of New York Knicks forward Anthony Mason 
celebrate a street renaming in his honor in South Jamaica. 
Attendees included Councilman Ruben Wills (l-r), John Starks, 
Mason’s Knicks teammate, daughter Aryana Mason and son 
Antoine Mason. Photo by Nat Valentine

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Join Us for the

EUROCUP

at Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Come  Watch  the 
Eurocup  Games
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD

DURING ALL GERMANY GAMES
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