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BY BILL PARRY
 
The House of Representa-

tives unanimously passed leg-
islation Tuesday to rename the 

Jackson Heights Post Office in 
honor of Jeanne and Jules Man-
ford, the late Flushing residents 
who fought for the advancement 
of equal rights for LGBT Ameri-
cans. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) sponsored the 
bill while U.S. Sens. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY) and Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) introduced com-
panion legislation in the Senate 

earlier this month.
“Last week we faced a terrible 

and tragic attack on the LGBT 
community in Orlando,” Crowley 
said on the House floor prior to 
the vote. “Today, we stand in hon-
or of two individuals who, when 
faced with a hateful act of vio-
lence themselves, were inspired 
to start a movement couched in 
acceptance and support. Jeanne 
and Jules were instrumental in 
the fight for equal rights, and 
their incredible legacy can be felt 
throughout Queens, New York, 
and the entire country. It is only 
fitting that we name the post of-
fice that sits along the route of 
the Queens Pride Parade in their 
honor.”

Jeanne Manford publicly de-
nounced the beating of her gay 
son, Morty Manford, for protest-
ing news coverage of the LGBT 
rights movement in 1972. 

Later that year, Jeanne and 
her husband, Jules, founded the 
Parents’ Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, an organiza-
tion that advocates on behalf of 
the LBGT community as well as 
their families and friends. The 
couple opened their Flushing 
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Kanye concert questioned
BY MARK HALLUM

Details about the Independence Day cel-
ebrations in Bayside and Astoria have been an-
nounced by organizers in their communities.

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
and the Bayside Historical Society are hosting 

Promoters of a concert starring Kanye 
West, to be staged in the parking lot of 
Citi Field in October, apparently neglected 
to obtain approval of Flushing Meadows 
Park officials before tickets went on sale.  

Photo by Julio Cortez/AP

BY BILL PARRY

The promoters of an 
October music festival at 
the Citi Field parking lot 
featuring hip-hopper artist 
Kanye West is drawing the 
wrath of City Councilwom-
an Julissa Fererras-Cope-
land (D-East Elmhurst) 

for misrepresenting them-
selves.

 Live Nation and Found-
ers Entertainment are 
presenting the Meadows 
Festival Oct. 1-2 and they 
claimed to be partners 
with, and have the support 
of, the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Alliance.

But they did not.
“I believe in bringing 

cultural events that can 
spur economic growth to 
benefit our community,” 
Fererras-Copeland said. 
“I met with Founders En-
tertainment to hear their 
proposals and tell them 

The Dragon Flies, one of the few community-based teams taking part in August’s Dragon Boat Races, get a little bit of 
early practice in on Meadow Lake in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Michael Shain

HIT THE WATER

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Opponents of a controversial 
proposed co-location between a 
public middle school and a char-
ter high school in Queens Village 
celebrated the news this week 
that the DOE had withdrawn the 
plan.

The Panel for Educational 
Policy originally planned to vote 
on the proposal to operate New 
Visions Charter High School for 
the Humanities IV in the facil-
ity currently housing Jean Nuzzi 
Intermediate School, also known 
as IS 109Q, at 213-10 92nd Ave. last 
Monday, but the DOE confirmed 
that the proposed  had been with-
drawn prior to the meeting.

“After extensive engagement 
and discussions with educators 
from both schools, local com-
munity members, PEP members 
and elected officials, we decided 
to withdraw the proposal at this 
time,” a DOE spokeswoman said. 
“We continue to work with the 
Jean Nuzzi school community 
and other key partners on how 
to best use the available space 

DOE nixes 
plan to put 

charter in IS

July 4th fi reworks 
slated for Queens

Jax Hgts PO to be rechristened
Congress approves bill to rename site after LGBT activists Jeanne, Jules Manford
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A Community Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

FREE VALET PARKING

LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL PARTY

LIVE MUSIC, 4PM  
SEAN MOLONEY

GIVEAWAYS  
& RAFFLE PRIZES

 

WINE TASTING, 4PM

SMIRFNOFF ELECTRIC  
BERRY ICE  

GIVEAWAYS, 5-7PM

KEEP CALM 
AND LET THE 

TEACHERS  
P A R T Y !

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

PRESENTS
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SLA shuts Traditions Pub for violations
Jamaica Hills bar, favorite haunt of St. John’s University students, had been in crosshairs of pols

BY MADINA TOURE

Traditions Pub, a Ja-
maica Hills bar that elected 
officials and community 
leaders contend has fre-
quently violated liquor 
laws and been the site of 
underage drinking, has 
been shut down by the state 
Liquor Authority.

The SLA held a special 
full board meeting June 9 
where it ordered an emer-
gency suspension of the 
license of the bar, at 84-28 
164th St., which is a popular 
watering spot for St. John’s 
University students. 

New Traditions Inc. 
has an alcoholic beverage 
license originally issued 
May 3, 2012 that is sched-
uled to expire April 30, 
2018, according to an SLA 
document. There are also 
pending charges against 
New Traditions. 

An SLA spokesman said 
the bar is entitled to an ex-
pedited hearing before an 
administrative law judge. 

In March, the NYPD closed 
the bar three times due to 
window obstructions, fire 
exit issues and overcrowd-
ing, and in the past year, 
the Health Department has 
shut it down twice, accord-
ing to Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest). 

Lancman also cited inci-
dents such as an 18-year-old 
found unconscious in the 
bar, an individual treated 
at Queens Hospital Center 
for intoxication, people vis-
iting family at the Marga-
ret Tietz Nursing & Reha-
bilitation Center across the 

street being harassed by 
bar patrons and one being 
robbed by people hanging 
out in front of the bar. 

The councilman said 
he does not expect the bar 
to reopen, given that there 
are 24 allegations against 
the owners.  

“It seems very unlikely 
that they would win an 
appeal,” Lancman said. 
“Their conduct was quite 
egregious.”

Lancman and state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) each 
wrote separate letters to 
SLA Chairman Vincent 
Bradley and SLA Commis-
sioner Kevin Kim in mid-
April, asking them to re-
voke the bar’s license. 

Weprin said the bar had 
a “tradition of problems” 
and that the SLA finally re-
alized it.

“I think (the letters) led 
to the suspension eventu-
ally, but at that particular 
time, they did not take our 
advice of not renewing 
their license,” he said. 

At a Community Board 
8 liquor license committee 
meeting April 12 where 
members voted 13-0 against 
renewing the bar’s license 
along with one abstention, 
Michael Hannibal said the 
bar owner was supposed 

to work with the 107th Pre-
cinct and St. John’s Univer-
sity  to ensure the safety of 
the students and customers 
and cited incidents such as 
public urination, choking, 
criminal mischief, mari-
juana smoking and sex 
abuse.

At the meeting, New 
Traditions’ Kirk Johnston, 
the bar’s co-owner and op-
erator, said he thought too 
many issues were thrown 
at him at once and that he 
tried to work with St. John’s 
but that the school was not 
responsive, the meeting 
minutes said. 

Johnston also said sev-
eral NYPD undercover op-
erations have come into the 
bar and tried to buy liquor, 
but all came back saying 
the bar did not sell to un-
derage patrons.

But at the meeting, Car-
olann Foley, president of 
the precinct’s community 
council, said the bar had 
been caught selling to un-
derage clients.

S. Ozone street co-named ‘Qadri’s Way’ for brave teen activist

The state Liquor Authority suspended the license of Traditions Pub, a Jamaica Hills bar deemed a nui-
sance by residents in the area.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Ruben 

Wills (D-Jamaica) held a 
street-renaming ceremony 
Tuesday to commemorate 
the life of a teen advocate 
whose life was cut short by 
two rare illnesses. 

Qadri Skipper fought 
with pulmonary hyperten-
sion and hereditary hemor-
rhagic telangiectasia for up 
to 12 years, and alongside 
his mother advocated for 
a Department of Educa-
tion financed, advanced 
life-support ambulance to 
transport him to and from 
school. He died at the age 
of 17.

Now 110th Street be-
tween 107th Avenue and 
109th Avenue in South 
Ozone Park is known as 
Qadri’s Way in honor of his  
12-year battle, which ended 

in 2012.
“The story of Qadri 

Skipper is one that begs to 
be told and shared. It illus-
trates the remarkable cour-
age with which this young 
man faced the prospect of 
death at only the age of 5, 
and persevered well beyond 
the two-year timeline his 
doctors estimated,” Wills 
said. “Qadri refused to let 
these disorders dictate the 
terms of his life, and he 
lived as completely as one 
saddled with such burdens 
possibly could,.”

Skipper was a student at 
the Information Technol-
ogy High School in Long 
Island City, according to 
Wills, and died  during his 
last year of enrollment. He 
was posthumously award-
ed his diploma. There is 
now an annual scholarship 
in his name.

“I stand here today, I 
know where my blessings 
are,” Doreen Blair-Skipper, 
Qadri’s mother said,  after 
explaining her son’s contri-
bution to the lives of other 
people burdened with the 
two diseases. “And Qadri’s 
Way street signing is a tes-
tament of his character.”

Joann Schmidt, a pul-
monary hypertension 
support group leader and 
patient who knew Skipper, 
spoke at the ceremony and 
told the story of her experi-
ence with the young man 
who faced these burdens 
uncomplainingly. Brooke 
Keith, another PH patient, 
said if it had not been for 
Skipper, who encouraged 
her to be vigilant about 
taking her medication, she 
would not be alive today.

Kenneth Pawlukiewicz, 
the 2013 Information Tech-

nology High School PTA 
president and founder of 
Qadri Skipper Memorial 
Scholarship, said he had 
not met Skipper but was so 
inspired by the story his 
mother told him about her 
son that he organized the 
annual scholarship in his 
name. 

“From talking sports 
with his nurses and doc-
tors to supporting others 
facing difficulty, Qadri 
never allowed his condition 
to hold him back.  All of us 
can learn from his exam-
ple,” said Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), co-
sponsor of the event.  “This 
street naming allows us 
to honor Qadri’s memory 
and remember the joy he 
brought to everybody in his 
life.”

Councilman Ruben Wills (r) held a street co-naming ceremony in 
South Ozone Park to commemorate the work of Qadri Skipper, a 
teen activist who died in 2012. Courtesy of Council member Wills
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Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*

I 
G

O
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O
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REPARE A PLACE FO
R

 Y
O

U

CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

NYP 6/26/16

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no fi nance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.

State legislative session ends with mixed reviews
BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City, and 
other areas of the city, have 
been saved from even taller 
and wider towers than the 
ones currently under con-
struction. The de Blasio ad-
ministration was thwarted 
in its attempt to lift the 
existing cap on building 
density as a chaotic legisla-
tive session came to a close 
in Albany early Saturday 
morning.

“We already have nu-
merous very high build-
ings in Long Island City 
with more on the way,” As-
semblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Long Island City) 
said. “There are a number 
of towers planned that I 
have opposed, including 
one by selling MTA air 
rights. Many planned are 
of unprecedented heights. 
I cannot permit any loosen-
ing of this restriction with-
out a firmer commitment 
to infrastructure support, 

such as more schools and 
increasing the reliability 
and capacity of our mass 
transit system.”

The Department of City 
Planning pushed for the 
leg islation that would re-
move the state law on the 

FAR, the floor area ratio, to 
allow for larger structures 
it claims is necessary to 
move the affordable hous-
ing plan forward.  

“Any more changes to 
allow for even larger build-
ings is unnecessary and 

would be unconscionable,” 
Nolan said. 

The end of the session 
at 5 a.m. Saturday was a 
disappointment for fellow 
Assemblywoman Marga-
ret Markey (D-Maspeth), a 
champion of the Child Vic-
tims Act for the last decade. 
That bill would have elimi-
nated the statute of limita-
tions for child sex abuse 
crimes but never made it to 
the floor for a vote.

“It was disappointing 
that, despite the best efforts 
of my colleagues in the 
Assembly and our leader-
ship to put forward a very 
modest compromise bill 
that could become law this 
year, there was absolutely 
no way to move the staunch 
opposition of the Republi-
can-controlled Senate and 
get any action on the issue,” 
Markey said. “So much for 
compromise to help protect 
children this year. I think 
we can look for disappoint-
ed survivors and supporters 

to hold them responsible at 
the ballot box this fall and a 
very different result when 
we bring a much stronger 
bill to the Legislature next 
January.”

The frenzied conclusion 
to the session garnered 
mixed reviews for the re-
sults and the process itself.

 For instance, state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo, Jr. (D-
Howard Beach) was pleased 
that action was taken to 
combat the heroin epidem-
ic that affects many young 
people in his district, but 
none was taken to replace 
the 421-a tax abatement 
for developers, leaving the 
building of affordable hous-
ing stalled.

“It always seems to hap-
pen in the New York State 
Legislature that the last 
hours of a six-month legis-
lative session were marked 
by the appearance of ‘The 
Big Ugly,’ which can best 
be described as the kitchen 
sink of state government, 

with a wide variety of un-
related issues all thrown 
into one big piece of legis-
lation and then served up 
on a platter for approval,” 
Addabbo said. “I still think 
this is a terrible way to do 
the public’s business, mak-
ing and passing deals in the 
middle of the night, when 
important issues could 
have and should have been 
openly and honestly debat-
ed in the light of day over 
the last six months.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) has 
seen it all since she first 
got elected to the Senate in 
1999.

“It could have been a lot 
worse,” she said. “But I was 
not pleased that we didn’t 
do enough ethics reform, al-
though we did take the first 
step with pension forfei-
ture ,and I don’t know how 
the Republicans couldn’t 
advance the Child Victims 
Act. That’s outrageous.”

The state Legislature ends its session in the early morning hours 
Saturday with mixed results. Photo by Mike Groll/AP
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All of Holy Cross would like to commend the efforts of the below students for their 

years of athletic accomplishments, which will travel into their college careers.  We are 
proud of your dedication to the game along with the respect shown for yourselves, your 
coaches, teammates, and competitors.  We wish you the very best in college and always! 

 
 

The above-named players were financially awarded by colleges and universities for their athletic accomplishments and abilities. 

 
  

All of Holy Cross would like to commend the efforts of the below students for their 
years of athletic accomplishments, which will travel into their college careers.  We are 

proud of your dedication to the game along with the respect shown for yourselves, your 
coaches, teammates, and competitors.  We wish you the very best in college and always! 

The above-named players were financially awarded by colleges and universities for their athletic accomplishments and abilities. 
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Paul Vallone’s budget victory
 Councilman brings in $14 million in funds for northeast Queens

Storm sewer upgrades 
coming to Glen Oaks

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Glen Oaks will soon 

receive an updated water 
and sewer infrastructure, 
thanks to a project on 
which city officials broke 
ground last week. 

The  $9.3 million up-
grade announced by the 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the 
Department of Design and 
Construction is an attempt 
to manage chronic flooding 
as well as to replace out-
dated water mains which 
feed into homes and fire 
hydrants.

Work has officially 
begun to install nearly a 
mile of storm sewers and 
58 catch basins designed 
to divert water from roads 
which are known to flood 
during severe rainstorms, 
a safety issue for many on 
the road.

According to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 

chronic flooding is a qual-
ity-of-life problem for the 
residents of Glen Oaks. 
State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side) said updating sewer 
and water infrastructure is 
an issue inhabitants of the 
neighborhood have been 
concerned about for several 
years. 

“The hills and valleys of 
the Glen Oaks neighborhood 
presented a rather unique 
engineering challenge and 
our team has developed a 
drainage plan that we are 
confident will help to bet-
ter manage stormwater, 
reduce flooding and make 
the roadways safer for ev-
eryone,” DEP Acting Com-
missioner Steven Lawitts 
said. “We are excited that 
shovels are in the ground 
and look forward to work-
ing with our partners at 
DDC to bring some relief to 
area residents.”

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone  (D-Bayside) an-
nounced a budgetary vic-
tory for his district Mon-
day after securing up to $14 
million from the city bud-
get, the Queens delegation 
and Borough President 
Melinda Katz. The record-
setting funds will be used 
to enhance schools, parks, 
libraries, law enforcement 
and senior care, according 
to Vallone.

“This year’s budget is 
another clear victory for 
our communities and will 
go a long way to continue 
making our schools, parks, 
libraries and non-profits 
the best they can be. The 
last three years has clear-
ly put northeast Queens 
back on the map, where it 
always should have been,” 
Vallone said.

His district covers Bay-
side, Whitestone, Auburn-
dale, College Point, Little 
Neck, Douglaston, and 
Flushing. 

With the help of alloca-
tions from Katz’s office, 
$2.8 million will go to 
schools, $1.4 million will 
go to libraries and $5.5 mil-
lion will go to parks. Green 
spaces awaiting upgrades 
are College Point Sports 
Fields, Frank Golden Park 
and Bay Terrace Play-
ground. 

According to Vallone, 
80 new officers will be 
added to the 109th Police 

Precinct.
In April, the winners of 

this year’s participatory 
budget were announced 
and Vallone’s district had 
the highest turnout in the 
city. 

Vallone spoke about the 
success of participatory 
budgeting in an April news 
conference, saying “4,500 
votes shows you when a 
community comes out and 

gets involved, spends their 
nights and their time, this 
process is very worth it.”

Over $2 million will 
go fund a new music edu-
cation facility at Bayside 
High School; facility up-
grades at JHS 194, PS 79 
and PS 193; and multiple 
upgrades to Harvey Park.

Vallone was able to 
acquire $6.9 million in 
funding from the city De-

partment for the Aging to 
expand on two initiatives 
to improve the quality of 
life for the elderly in his 
district. The Healthy Ag-
ing and Support Our Se-
niors initiatives are orga-
nizations which provide 
services such as trans-
portation and will benefit 
from this funding, accord-
ing to Vallone.

“I will always continue 
to be an advocate for our 
city’s seniors and I am 
proud to have fought for 
these additional funds to 
improve and increase the 
services available to our 
seniors,” Vallone said.

Queens was included in 
the executive budget for FY 
2017 to receive $10 million 
for the first animal shelter 
in the borough. Residents 
are currently forced to go 
as far as Brooklyn, Man-
hattan or Staten Island to 
access a shelter. Vallone 
and NYCLASS announced 
in May this addition will 
relieve stress on the three 
existing shelters and make 
adoption an easier option 
for those in Queens.

Vallone is calling the 
2016 Independence Day 
celebration at Fort Totten 
June 29 a statement to the 
rest of the city of the suc-
cess over the past three 
years.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A new media center for Bayside High School is among approxi-
mately $14 million in  improvements for the district, according 
to Councilman Paul Vallone. Photo by Michael Shain 

DOT and DDC broke ground on a $9M project in Glen Oaks, which 
will enhance storm sewers along a one-mile stretch to combat 
flooding during heavy rains. Courtesy of DEP
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SALE JULY 4TH SALE 
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

NOW THROUGH JULY 12, 2015 EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

EXTRA 
5% OFF

FOR VETERANS 

 & SENIOR CITIZENS 

CHARDONNAY  SALE:15% OFF  OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO FOOD UNIVERSE)

NOW THROUGH JULY 5TH, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH JULY 5th, 2016
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

RELAX
REISLING 

$7.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

BARTENURA
MOSCATO

$8.99

MOET & CHANDON
BRUT IMPERIAL

$35.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$8.99

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

$10.99 

FRANCIS COPPOLA
ALL TYPES  

15% off

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

$32.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

FIREBALL
CINNAMON WHISKEY

16.99

STERLING
NAPA MERLOT 
$12.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC
ALL TYPES

$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

JOHNNIE WALKER
PLATINUM
$49.99

CONCHA Y TORO
FRONTERA 
ALL TYPES

$6.99

JACK DANIELS
BLACK

$42.99

HIBIKI
HARMONY

2/$99.99

750 ml

1.75 L

1.5 L

1.75 L

750 ml

1 L

750 ml

750 ml

I.5 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

BOGLE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

$7.99 750 ml

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L

TITO’S
HANDMADE VODKA

$28.99 1.75 L

BAREFOOT WINE
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 L

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR 

$15.99 750 ml

750 ml
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home, at 171st Street off 
35th Avenue, to gay New 
Yorkers who were outcasts 
in their own homes.

They became pioneers 
in the American gay rights 
movement and today, 
PFLG has more than 350 
chapters and over 200,000 
members in all 50 states.

“Jeanne and Jules 
showed how love and pas-
sion can move us to make 
a positive change in our 
community,” Gillibrand 
said. “Their advocacy is 
deeply ingrained in the 
LGBT community here in 
New York and around the 
country — beginning with 
their unmatched love for 
their son, to the Queens 
Pride Parade that march-
es every year on 37th Av-
enue, to their founding 
of an organization that 
for the last 44 years has 
fought for LGBT equality. 
This designation would be 
a fitting tribute to honor 
their courage in their 
decades-long fight for the 
LGBT community.”

After her death in 2013, 
President Obama posthu-
mously awarded Jeanne 
Manford the Presidential 
Citizens Medal, one of the 
highest honors an Ameri-
can civilian can receive, 
for her advocacy work. 
Jules Manford died in 
1982. 

Morty Manford was a 
founding member of the 

Gay Activists Alliance, 
which he was heavily in-
volved with until he died 
from AIDS in 1992.

“Jeanne and Jules Man-
ford were not only loving, 
accepting parents to their 
openly-gay son, Morty, but 
they also served as loving, 
accepting parents to the 
entire LGBT community,” 
Schumer said. “It is a truly 

fitting tribute to the Man-
ford’s legacy of work.”

Jeanne Manford was 
the original grand mar-
shal of the Queens Pride, 
which passes in front of 
the Jackson Heights Post 
Office, located at 78-02 
37th Ave. 

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who founded the 
march and festival, ap-
plauded the House vote.

“Jeanne and Jules Man-
ford were the ‘parents’ of 
the gay rights movement.  
They allowed their home 
to be used as the cradle 
for gay liberation and 
were the first parents of 
an openly gay child to sup-
port that child in public,” 
Dromm said. “Jeanne and 
Jules blazed new trails for 
the LGBT community by 
standing up for their open-
ly gay son Morty Manford. 
This renaming is a fitting 
tribute to the Manfords 
and all they believed.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Post Offi ce

The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

to meet the diverse needs 
of District 29 students and 
families, and also work 
closely with New Visions to 
ensure a smooth transition 
into a long-term site.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-Hollis) and 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz all stood in 
opposition to the plan, and 
had expressed their con-
cerns in a letter sent June 
17 to the mayor’s office and 
the DOE. Katz and other 
elected officials released a 
statement Monday praising 
the DOE’s decision, stating 
that the city “has not giv-
en up on IS 109Q,” while a 
spokesman for New Visions 
said that the organization 
did not have a comment on 
the withdrawn proposal.

Grodenchik expressed 
appreciation that the DOE 
had listened to commu-
nity opposition and said he 
disagreed with the DOE’s 
original assessment that 
IS 109Q was being under 

utilized.
“We didn’t believe the 

school was as empty as the 
DOE believed,” Grodenchik 
said. “We understand that 
the enrollment is going up, 
and it’ll be back over 1,000 
students in the fall. Some 
good things are starting 
there.”

IS 109 enrolled about 972 
students in its most recent 
school year, according to an 
Educational Impact State-
ment about the potential 
co-location drafted by the 
DOE. The charter would 
have added 420 to 460 high 
school students by the 2019-
2020 school year.

Janice Berry, IS 109’s 
PTA president, expressed 
optimism that the school 
would raise its enrollment 
numbers in the next year 
and said she was grateful 
for the support of the elect-
ed officials and community 
members.

“I think our input into 
it, and the fact that we con-
tinued to fight for it had a 
big impact on the decision 
that was made,” she said. 
“Needless to say, we’re ec-
static.”

Charter
Continued from Page 1 

The Jackson Heights Post Office is closer to being renamed in 
honor of Jeanne and Jules Manford, two pionees of the bor-
ough's gay rights movement. Photo by Bill Parry
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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they must engage more 
stakeholders to build sup-
port for the festival. I was 
troubled to see them then 
claim the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Alliance 
as a partner when the alli-
ance is not a partner and 
was never consulted about 
this event.”

Dan Wempa, New York 
Hall of Science vice presi-
dent, is blasting the pro-
moters for scheduling the 
Meadow Festival on the 
same weekend as World 
Maker Faire, which uses 
the Citi Field lots for over-
flow parking. The promot-
ers have not filed a traffic 
plan and have no police 
approval.

“It is astounding that 
Live Nation and Founders 
Entertainment are pro-
ceeding with their plans 
for a concert festival on the 
same weekend as World 
Makers Faire, a long-
established annual event 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park that draws up-

wards of 100,000 visitors,” 
Wemba said. “Worse, they 
are proceeding with a 
complete lack of transpar-
ency or community en-
gagement about how they 
intend to assure that their 
event doesn’t negatively 
impact the park. 

He added, “By bringing 
another 30,000 to 50,000 
people per day into the 
neighborhood, this poorly 
planned mega-concert will 
undermine what we have 
done over the past seven 
years to address commu-
nity concerns about traf-
fic, safety, and parking. It 
also threatens to undo a lot 
of cooperation and engage-
ment that has contributed 
to the success of the World 
Maker Faire.”

Neither promoter could 
be reached for comment.

“There are serious con-
cerns about the impact of a 
music festival on our com-
munity, including how 
this would impact Maker 
Faire, an existing and 
popular event in the same 
park on the same days,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“Founders must engage 
around issues like traf-

fic, safety and economic 
impact before it earns our 
community’s support.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) is 
keeping an eye on the pro-
moters.

“Queens, and Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park in 
particular, continues to be 
an attractive destination 
for world-class events to be 
showcased, but it’s imper-
ative that any large scale 
events being proposed in-
volve our communities,” 
Crowley said. “That’s why 
I’m deeply troubled that 
organizers for the Mead-
ows Festival chose to hold 
the event during the an-
nual World Makers Faire 
without first considering 
the impact it can have on 
our neighbors, local busi-
nesses and stakeholders 
-- they deserve better. It’s 
time we work together to 
alleviate these concerns 
for the Maker Faire and 
the rest of our commu-
nity.”

Continued from Page 1 

Kanye
the second annual Inde-
pendence Day Celebration 
at Fort Totten. The event 
will take place Wednesday, 
June 29,  at 6 p.m. and will 
feature a fireworks show, 
musical entertainment and 
transportation to and from 
designated parking lots.

The MichelleMarie 
RockBand Camp, a Bay-
side-based program which 
works with student to teach 
skills and discipline for mu-
sical performance, and Phil 
Costa & Something Special 
Band, a big band jazz en-
semble playing music from 
the ‘30s and ‘40s, are both 
returning from last year. 
Vending trucks will be 
on site to provide food or 
drink, however, the event is 
alcohol-free. 

The main attraction will 
begin by 9:15 p.m., and will 
be organized by Guinness 
World Record-holding com-
pany Fireworks by Grucci, 
which will launch from a 
barge in Little Neck Bay.

Parking will be provid-
ed by the Bay Terrace Plaza 

and Clearview Golf Course. 
Shuttle service from these 
points to Fort Totten will 
be provided by Vallo Trans-
portation.

“BHS at the Castle serves 
as a cultural destination 
within the Fort Totten His-
toric District and hosting 
an Independence Day cel-
ebration right outside our 
front door is a great way for 
the community to link the 
past with the present,” Paul 
DiBenedetto, president of 
the Bayside Historical Soci-
ety said.

The Center for the 
Women of New York will be 

hosting a lawn party for the 
fireworks show at its future 
home within the fort.

Grucci will also per-
form the fireworks show 
for Astoria’s Independence 
Day celebration, organized 
by the Local Development 
Coalition and located at 
Astoria Park on Shore Bou-
levard. Festivities will take 
place Thursday, June 30, 
from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Fireworks

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Councilman Paul Vallone and the Local Development Coalition are 
each hosting July 4 events in Bayside and Astoria.

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, 

VISIT US AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Join Us for the

EUROCUP

at Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Come  Watch  the 
Eurocup  Games
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD

DURING ALL GERMANY GAMES
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