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BY BILL PARRY
 
In all corners of the World’s 

Borough immigrants and elected 
officials were speaking out after 
last week’s bombshell announce-

ment by the U.S. Supreme Court 
of a deadlocked decision on Presi-
dent Obama’s executive action on 
immigration. 

The 4-4 tie in the case of United 
States v. Texas, upholds a lower 

court’s decision to block Obama’s 
efforts which would have pro-
tected millions of parents of U.S. 
citizens from deportation and 
granted them work permits under 
DAPA, the Deferred Action for 

Parents of Americans program.
More than 50 South Asian 

and Indo-Caribbean immigrants 
took to Diversity Plaza in Jack-
son Heights last Friday to speak 
out against the ruling that makes 
220,000 people vulnerable to de-
portation, many of them here in 
Queens. South Ozone Park resi-
dent Rishi Singh, from Trinidad, 
director of organizing for  DRUM, 
or Desis Rising Up & Moving, and 
other members called for a mora-
torium on deportations.

“Given the recent expansion of 
raids, with nearly 3 million depor-
tations in the last seven years, the 
ongoing abuse in detention and 
the spectre of a possible Trump 
presidency, it would be reckless 
for President Obama to pass the 
current immigration system onto 
the next president — whoever 
that will be— without taking ma-
jor steps to halt deportations,” 
Singh said. “Even with DAPA, 
only a fraction of us would be pro-
tected. With it now blocked, many 
more of us still face the threat of 
the deportation machine that it is 
incumbent on President Obama 
to begin to dismantle.”

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 8

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The New York City Housing Authority needs 

to take responsibility for apartments in its com-
plexes that may need abatements to offset the 
dangers of lead poisoning, elected officials said 
Monday morning.

BY MARK HALLUM

Borough President Me-
linda Katz and NYC Parks 
hosted the annual Only in 
Queens Summer Festival 
Sunday, involving a rare 
public  tour of the New York 
State Pavilion followed 
by the SummerStage con-

cert in Flushing Meadows. 
Among the performers at 
the SummerStage event 
were East Elmhurst-born 
hip-hop artists Kid N’ 
Play, singer/actor Tristan 
“Mack” Wilds, and R&B 
singer Ginuwine.

 The festival drew about 
4,000 people.

 Katz allocated about 
$12 million to the project to 
renovate the Pavilion with 
help from the National 
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. According to Katz, 
the iconic structure from 
the 1964 World’s Fair is get-
ting a fresh coat of paint in 
a shade of yellow known as 

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and advocates 
have expressed mixed reactions 
to a criminal court judge’s ruling 
that the city’s right of way law is 
unconstitutional on the grounds 
that it imposes criminal penal-
ties without the need to prove 
wrongdoing.

The right of way law, unani-
mously passed by the City Coun-
cil in 2014 as part of a series of Vi-
sion Zero bills, mandates that if a 
driver hits someone who has the 
right of way in a crosswalk, the 
NYPD can bring a misdemeanor 
charge against the driver for fail-
ure to yield.

In the June 24 decision, Queen 
Criminal Court Judge Gia Mor-
ris dismissed a misdemeanor 
charge of failure to yield against 
Isaac Sanson, a school bus driver 
who struck and killed 85-year-old 
Jeanine Deutsch in a Forest Hills 
crosswalk, where she was cross-
ing legally in December 2014.

Morris concluded the law vio-
lates defendants’ rights to due 

The Quiet Clubbing craze — where party-goers wear headphones so that all can hear the same music without dis-
rupting the neighborhood — comes to Highland Park in Ridgewood for junior participants (l-r) Michael Flowers, 
Jaden Laing and Amare Myers. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Tristan “Mack” Wilds performed at the 
outdoor SummerStage event in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park along with Kid N’ 
Play and Ginuwine. Photo by Mark Hallum

Supreme deadlock shocks boro
Obama’s executive action on immigration dealt blow as high court ties 4-4

Vision Zero 
ruling divides 
pols, advocates

Electeds blast NYCHA 
about lead poisoning 

Only in Queens kicks off summer

Continued on Page 8

LITTLE CLUBBERS

A CNG Publication • Vol. 5, No. 27 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 3

, 2
01

6
2

W E E K L Y  L I N E  U P

Daily - 3-7pm
Happy 
Hour

–
Friday 
Live 

Music

Sat. & Sun. 
Brunch

11-3PM

–OR–
2 Hours 

Unlimited Drinks 
with Brunch

7 Days a Week - 11-6pm

Senior 
Citizen 
Menu

Monday & Thursday

Wing Night
Wings &
Drink 
Specials50¢

Wednesday - 5pm

Lobster 
Night

Friday & 
Saturday - 5pm

Prime Rib 
Night

1/4 Chicken, 1 1/4 Lobster,
Salad, Potato & Vegetable

Salad, Queens Cut 
Prime Rib, loaded, 
Potato, Vegetable

Includes soup or 
salad, entree, 

dessert, coffee or tea

2495

1350

2495

1395

2995

Tuesday 

Ladies 
Night

9PM -11PM

Tues2for

Tuesday - 5pm

Build Your 
Own Burger

Wednesday Night - 10pm

Karoake
with Johnny Rambo

Includes 1 FREE topping & fries. 
Add a domestic draft $3.00

$8

& Complimentary 
Shiproast

O’Neills
M A S P E T H

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
Catering for all occasions  >> Rooms available for up to 150 people

FREE Delivery 7 Days a Week starting at 11am >> FREE Valet parking
64-21 53RD DRIVE >> MASPETH, NY 11378 >> (718) 672-9696

OVER 
65 TV’s 

NBA, NHL, MLB 
SOCCER & MORE 

AVAILABLE
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John Watusi Branch Way unveiled
Street renaming ceremony held for late co-founder of Afrikan Poetry Theatre in Jamaica 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Residents walking along 

the northwest corner of 
176th Street and Jamaica 
Avenue will now be greeted 
by a new street sign — John 
Watusi Branch Way — in 
honor of the late John Wa-
tusi, who co-founded the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre in 
the 1970s. 

The street renaming cer-
emony, held in front of the 
theater at 176-03 Jamaica 
Ave., consisted of tradition-
al performances, libations, 
a drink poured out as an 
offering to a god or spirit, 
and remarks from elected 
officials, community lead-
ers and activists. 

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) said 
he was happy to “introduce 
this legislation that would 
honor our elder in a way 
that is so fitting and that he 
is so deserving of.”

Branch, known as 
“Baba,” meaning “father,” 
went into a coma after suf-
fering a heart attack Dec. 
23. Five days later, he was 
taken off life support. He 

died at the age of 70.  
In 1976, Branch and the 

late Yusef Waliyaya co-
founded the Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre Ensemble, the pro-
genitor to the theater, as a 
collection of poets, singers 
and musicians focused on 

jazz, funk, African rhythms 
and poetry. 

The Afrikan Poetry The-
atre was incorporated as a 
nonprofit in 1977 and found 
a location on Merrick Bou-
levard a year later. In 1979, 
the theater moved to its cur-

rent location.
Fighting back tears, So-

phia Branch, John’s wife, 
thanked everyone involved 
in the effort and praised her 
husband. 

“It takes a long time 
to really talk about John, 

write about John, say things 
about John,” she said. “It 
takes a lot of thinking, a 
lot of thoughts, because he 
was a good person. He was 
a great person. John was a 
proud man and that takes 
thoughts and thinking.”

His son, Sekou Branch, 
the theater’s executive di-
rector, struggled to speak 
for a couple of seconds as 
he held back tears, with at-
tendees encouraging him to 
take his time. 

“It’s been a long road, a 
road that we didn’t expect 
to travel ourselves...but 
we traveled it and we’re 
here and we ain’t going no-
where,” he said. “It’s that 
simple. And that’s the way 
he (John) was: to the point, 
very simple. It is what it is 
and that’s what it is.”

According to one of his 
daughters, Kim Veira, who 
said John would call her 
“Tamu,” she and her sis-
ters were “just elated to be 
here.” 

“Everywhere I go—I live 
in Atlanta, my sister lives 
in Atlanta, my sister here’s 
in Charlotte, my sister’s in 

Raleigh—and everywhere 
we go and we mention the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
someone knows our father, 
knows of the work that he’s 
done, and it makes me so 
proud as his daughter,” Vei-
ra said. 

John’s nephew, elder sis-
ter and grandchildren also 
shared their sentiments 
about the street renaming. 

Under Branch’s leader-
ship, the theater expanded,  
leading cultural and educa-
tional tours to West Africa 
as well as developing a sum-
mer youth employment pro-
gram. He was a prominent 
figure in the Pan-African 
movement and a published 
poet and author.

“It was a powerful state-
ment when he first put the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre 
here on Jamaica Avenue,” 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) said. “It shook up a 
lot of people back then and 
it scared folks back then. 
People were confused as to 
what this building stood for 
and what people here were 
about.”

The corner of 176th Street and Jamaica Avenue has been renamed John Watusi Branch Way in honor 
of the late co-founder of the Afrikan Poetry Theatre. Photo by Nat Valentine

Meadow Lake shore restoration brings wildlife back to area
BY BILL PARRY

A bald eagle has taken 
up residence in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
along with egrets, swans, 
muskrats and turtles since 
the city invested $2.8 mil-
lion to restore the wetlands 
along the shore of Meadow 
Lake. 

At 84 acres, Meadow 
Lake is the largest freshwa-
ter lake in the city, accord-
ing to the city Parks De-
partment. The restoration 
includes infrastructural 
improvements to prevent 
stormwater contamination 
of the lake’s ecosystem. 
In addition, thousands of 
new native plants and 1,650 
trees were planted by 200 
volunteers to drown out the 
noise from the Grand Cen-

tral Parkway and the Van 
Wyck Expressway.

“Since the 1939 World’s 
Fair, the story of Flush-

ing Meadows Corona Park 
has been one of continued 
improvement,” city Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell 

Silver said. “Eight decades 
of building, public pro-
gramming, and now, en-
vironmental restoration. 
 Meadow Lake is the heart 
of the world’s park , and in 
the coming months and 
years, we will continue to 
collaborate with our volun-
teer stewards to make sure 
it stays healthy and cared-
for, as it is today.”

Silver attended a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at 
the southern end of the 
man-made lake, which was 
built in the 1930s to capture 
storm- and wastewater off 
the highways. The project 
includes a bio-retention ba-
sin to treat the water before 
it gets into the lake, cloud-
ing its water.

“Today, we can see 
Meadow Lake as nature 

intended it to be: sur-
rounded by thousands of 
native plants and without 
stormwater contaminating 
its ecosystem,” City Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) said. “The in-
vestment is crucial to the 
southern half of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, and 
hopefully represents just 
the beginning of needed 
improvements in my por-
tion of the park.”

Lancman has watched 
over the years as most of the 
money the city has invested 
has gone to the northern 
end of the park where the 
New York State Pavilion, 
the Queens Museum, the 
USTA Tennis Center and 
Citi Field are located.

“I grew up in this park 
and I’ve heard all of the 

broken promises from too 
many administrations,” 
Lancman said. “You’d see 
flooding in the parking 
lots and the lake would 
be cloudy and uninviting. 
Now it’s a pleasant place to 
be instead of one people shy 
away from.”

City Councilwoman 
Karen Kozlowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) sponsored $1.4 mil-
lion in Council funds to-
wards the project, along 
with another $1.4 million   
from the State Department 
of Conservation Clean-Wa-
ter-Clean Air Act grant.

“Since 2009 we’ve been 
trying to get this work ,” 
she said. “It’s a great thing 
for this part of the park 
which has thousand of visi-
tors each weekend.”

Lawmakers and residents attend a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
Meadow Lake.
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Night of refl ections held after Orlando shooting
BY MADINA TOURE

Community activists, artists 
and elected officials discussed ra-
cial and religious discrimination 
in post-9/11 America as well as 
the challenges LGBT individuals 
face at an evening of rights and 
reflection at Diversity Plaza in 
Jackson Heights Saturday follow-
ing the Orlando nightclub shoot-
ing last month. 

The event, which kicked off in 
the afternoon and concluded in 
the evening, consisted of spoken 
word performances, “know your 
rights” workshops and featured 
a mural with a light blue back-
ground and the phrase “Jackson 
Heights United Against Hate” 
in black letters. Attendees were 
encouraged to put their hand on 
paint and then put their hand-
print on the mural.

Cliff Mulqueen, deputy com-
missioner and general counsel for 
the city Commission on Human 
Rights, spoke during the ceremo-
ny. South Asian American activ-
ist Deepa Iyer, a senior fellow at 
the Center for Social Inclusion, 

served as the keynote speaker. 
“Tonight, we are here to stand 

together to say enough is enough 
and we are going to unite together 
against all the hateful rhetoric 
that seems to be taking over the 
airwaves of this country,” Annet-
ta Seecharran, interim executive 

director of the Chhaya Commu-
nity Development Corporation, 
said.

Queens Museum; United 
Sikhs, a United Nations-affiliated 
international nonprofit, and the 
New York Commissioner on Hu-
man Rights were partners for the 

event  and Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) is a 
supporter.

On June 12, 49 people were 
murdered in the Pulse nightclub 
in Orlando, including 26-year-old 
Mercedez Marisol Flores, who was 
born in Ozone Park but moved to 
Florida at a young age and went to 
the club with her friend, who was 
also killed. 

Another 53 were wounded dur-
ing a nearly three-hour shooting 
by Queens-born gunman Omar 
Mateen, who targeted LGBT indi-
viduals at the nightclub before he 
was shot and killed by the police. 

Dromm, who held a rally and 
vigil at Diversity Plaza the same 
day the shooting took place  , 
said he understands the plight of 
South Asians, Muslims and LGBT 
individuals because of what he 
witnessed during his days as a 
teacher. 

He recalled a student making 
fun of a Sikh boy when he first 
started wearing his turban, Mus-
lim girls being mistreated be-
cause of their hijabs and the dis-
crimination LGBT students have 

faced in the public school system. 
“I happen to love Diversity Pla-

za as well,” Dromm said. “I think 
it’s become the meeting place for 
South Asian and other folks in 
the community. So much goes on 
here. People are naturally drawn 
here whenever there is some type 
of a crisis and even times just for 
celebrating.”

Aniqa Nawabi, Chhaya’s di-
rector of development and com-
munications, said that in light 
of the negative political rhetoric 
surrounding Muslims, Arabs 
and South Asians, the Sikh com-
munity is affected because people 
assume that they are Muslim and 
that as a South Asian nonprofit, 
Chhaya feels obligated to educate 
community members on how to 
combat this type of hate and dis-
crimination.

“The Mexican community, the 
black community, everyone you 
can think of has been affected by 
this and everyone’s becoming po-
liticized,” Nawabi said. “How do 
we defend ourselves? What is our 
narrative?”

Annetta Seecharran, Chhaya’s interim executive director (l), listens as Councilman 
Daniel Dromm speaks during the organization’s evening of rights and reflec-
tions. Photo by Madina Toure
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A statewide organization, 

dedicated to ending the use of 
solitary confinement in the 
state prison system, called 
on Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the state Legislature to pass 
the Humane Alternatives to 
Long Term Solitary Confine-
ment Act, known as HALT, 
immediately upon returning 
to session in January. 

A dozen members of CAIC, 
the Campaign for Alterna-
tives to Isolated Confine-
ment, were joined at Athens 
Square Park by state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
last week, less than a mile 
from Rikers Island.

“At this moment there are 
men, women and children 
who are questioning reality, 
hearing voices, and crying 
tears of torture because our 
legislators refuse to act,” 
Johnny Perez, Safe Reentry 
Advocate at the Urban Jus-
tice Center and a survivor 
of solitary confinement, said 
June 23. “Today, and every 
23rd, we remind our legisla-
tors that there are people just 
like them held in these cells. 
If we value human dignity 

and worth, then we have a 
moral obligation to act. Sup-
porting the HALT Act is that 
act.”

CAIC’s actions take place 
on the 23rd of each month to 
recognize the 23 hours each 
day that a person in solitary 
confinement is isolated. To 
dramatize their message, 
CAIC members provided vir-
tual reality goggles to give 
the public a sense of the expe-
rience inside a solitary con-
finement cell.

“They do a good job rais-
ing awareness of the horrors 
of solitary confinement,” Gia-
narais said. “Look, I’ve been 
an advocate of criminal jus-
tice reforms such as the cash 
bail elimination proposal 
and new simplified Miranda 
Rights for juveniles. I’m just 
always looking to improve 
the way our criminal justice 
system works.”

Gianaris, who is consid-
ered to be a potential succes-
sor to state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman, said 
there is a need to reform soli-
tary confinement practices 
and create more humane and 
effective alternatives to such 
punishment.

BY MARK HALLUM

 While Neir’s Tavern, 
the 180-year-old Wood-
haven drinking establish-
ment, had its application 
for landmark status re-
jected by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
 in May, owner Loycent 
Gordon says his battle to 
achieve that status for his 
establishment is far from 
over.

Built in the 1820s at 87-
48 78th St., Neir’s repre-
sents what little remains 
of the Union Race Course, 
which was Woodhaven’s 
main attraction at the 
time. The tavern was adja-
cent to the track.

Gordon, a firefighter 
and business owner, has 
pushed for several years to 
get Neir’s the recognition 
and protection he says it 
deserves. The community, 
along with Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village), rallied in sup-
port of the tavern achiev-
ing landmark just a week 
before its application was 
rejected. 

According to Gordon, 
the LPC response to the 
application was in sum, 
“Neir’s Tavern does not 
rise to the level of signifi-
cance to warrant landmark 
status.” The response went 
on to say that giving the 
tavern landmark status 
would not protect it from 
future development.

“We’re very saddened 
by this and feel like it’s a 

slap in the face to some-
thing that’s so obvious 
and one-sided compared 
to all the landmarks that 
were easily acquired in 
Manhattan,” Gordon said, 
referring to the small 
number of landmarks in 
the outer boroughs. 

In response to the re-
jection, Gordon said he 
has launched an online 
petition to further rally 
support. He is also work-
ing with representatives 
from the mayor’s office 
who disagree with the 
decision to turn down the 
application.

“While the rest of the 
city is busy expanding 
and developing, it is im-
portant that we remember 
the structures that tell the 
story of Queens, and it is 
our responsibility to pro-
tect and preserve them. 
Landmarking the more 
than 180-year-old tavern 
would ensure the building 
and its surroundings will 
remain unchanged and 
safe from developers for 
years to come. Neir’s is al-
ready a landmark as far as 
the people of Queens, espe-
cially Woodhaven, are con-
cerned, but it deserves the 
respect of being officially 
named as one by the city,” 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) said.

Neir’s has not only been 
as a longtime neighbor-
hood beer joint, it was also 
the setting of a scene in 
Martin Scorsese’s iconic 
Mafia film, “Goodfellas.”

“Neir’s is already a 
landmark in the eyes of 
countless people, and is 
really like no other place 
in the city. It has lasted 
through generations upon 
generations of patrons and 
is a staple in Woodhaven,” 
Crowley said in May. “It is 
the feeling of familiarity, 
family and community that 
makes Neir’s more than 
just a bar—it is home, it is 
part of our lives. The LPC 
should more often look to-
wards our borough of rich, 

historic treasures. During 
a time when development 
is on the rise in our city, so 
many mom-and-pop stores 
and small businesses lose 
out to bigger companies. 
We cannot risk that hap-
pening to Neir’s Tavern.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (r) joins civil rights activists to demand an 
end to solitary confinement in the state's prisons. Courtesy CAIC

Neir's Tavern owner Loycent Gordon and Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowly held a rally in May to encourage the LPC to 
grant landmark status to the historic Woodhaven staple.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Gianaris demands end
to solitary confi nement

Neir’s left out by LPC
Woodhaven tavern gets a rejection letter on its landmark application
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“American Cheese” by Ben-
jamin Moore, new flooring, 
elaborate lighting and a 
structural reinforcement. 
The Pavilion, which has not 
been in use since the early 
1990s, holds historical sig-
nificance to Queens for the 
bands who played there, 
such as Led Zeppelin. 

Katz envisions the Pa-
vilion once again being 
utilized for open-air perfor-
mances.

“At night, when you 
drive past here, you can 
see the Queens Museum all 
lit up; you can see the Uni-
sphere, which is beautiful, 
all lit up; and within a year 
you will see the New York 
State Pavilion lit up,” Katz 
said.

According to Salmaan 
Khan from People for the 
Pavilion, a group devoted 
to the project that works 
closely with Katz and the 
National Trust, the modern 
design of the structure is 
making a style comeback, 
and with it a shift toward 

preserving mid-century 
landmarks in Queens. 

“The word that comes 
up often is ‘iconic,’” Khan 
said,pointing out that the 
Pavilion was nearly always 
included in photographs 
meant to capture the atmo-
sphere of Queens.

The renovation project 
is expected to be finished 
within a year. 

The event featured food 
vendors and tents selling 
goods from various busi-
nesses in Queens. Kimchi 
Smoke offered Korean 
BBQ, while Kati Roll Shack 
brought South Asian street 
food. Bayside Lemonade 
came out with its stand to 
serve fresh squeezed juice 
and like every good outdoor 
summer event, there was a 
henna tattoo stand by Mes-
merizing Kreativity.

As 4 p.m. rolled around, 
Katz made an appearance 
on the stage to officially 
kick off the SummerStage 
concert event. 

Kid N’ Play were the 
first artists on stage, and 
performed classics that 
launched them into fame 
in the late ‘80s. Best known 

for the 1990 film “House 
Party,” the duo was fa-
miliar to many at the free 
event. The two started in 
East Elmhurst in compet-
ing groups until they came 
together to perform, mov-
ing up the MTV ladder of 
success.

Tristan “Mack” Wilds 
followed the legendary two-
man group. Mack is known 
for his song writing as well 
as his roles on the HBO 
series “The Wire” and the 
CW’s “90210.”

R&B singer Ginuwine 
closed the show by playing 
some of his hits in keeping 
with the ‘90s sound which 
defined Sunday’s Summer-
Stage event. 

Funding for the event 
came from Delta Airlines 
and the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Improvement 
Fund, among others.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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process, placing a high 
burden of proof on drivers 
to prove that they were not 
driving negligently. 

A spokesman for Dis-
trict Attorney Richard 
Brown said his office is 
currently deciding wheth-
er or not to appeal the de-
cision. 

“We are studying the 
decision and weighing 
our appellate options,” the 
spokesman said.

City Hall said the deci-
sion is non-binding and 
does not affect the city, 
the NYPD or the DA’s writ 
large because it is a trial 
court ruling resolving an 
individual criminal pros-
ecution in which it was not 
a named party and that 
broader injunctive relief 
was not available, sought 
or granted.

“This is an important 
piece of Vision Zero’s com-
prehensive approach to 
reducing death and seri-
ous injury on our streets,” 
Austin Finan, a City Hall 

spokesman, said. “We 
disagree with this court’s 
non-binding decision and 
will continue to investi-
gate, enforce and charge 
this law.” 

Paul Steely White, ex-
ecutive director of Trans-
portation Alternatives, 
expressed disappointment 
over the ruling.

“The law has been up-
held as constitutional in 
three recent decisions,” 
White said. “Judge Morris’ 
ruling is legally flawed, 
and Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown must 
appeal.”

But Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
who voted for the law but 
introduced an amendment 
last year seeking more 
specifics on what would 
constitute failure to yield 
and failure to exercise due 
care, has mixed feelings 
about the decision. 

“I’m not sure that this 
opinion is going to stand, 
but I do think that if the 
de Blasio administration 
had accepted my effort to 
make it clear what kind 
of misconduct would con-

stitute due care, that the 
judge would have been 
more comfortable accept-
ing that the statute crimi-
nalized something other 
than just ordinary negli-
gent conduct,” Lancman 
said.

He also said physical 
streetscape changes that 
prevent collisions or make 
them much less likely than 
in the past and the educa-
tion campaign the city has 
undertaken to change the 
culture of driving, walk-
ing and bicycling are the 
most significant parts of 
Vision Zero. 

“I think lagging way 
behind those two are the 
increased penalties and 
sanctions for individual 
acts of misconduct, wheth-
er that be the right of way 
law or speed cameras,” he 
said. “I think the number 
of people charged with 
a crime under the right 
of way law is relatively 
small.” 

Vision Zero
Continued from Page 1 
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(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods
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An enlarged abdomen
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BY BILL PARRY

The Elmhurst commu-
nity has been shaken since 
two registered sex offend-
ers were identified as living 
in the shelter for homeless 
families at the former Pan 
American hotel. Convicted 
rapist Rodney Moultrie and 
convicted child predator 
Dwayne Clark registered 
with the state Division of 
Criminal Justice Services 
June 7 providing the ad-
dress 79-00 Queens Blvd., 
that of the Boulevard Fam-
ily Residence.

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) fired 
off a letter to Commissioner 
Steven Banks of the Human 
Resources Administration 
10 days later complaining 
that the shelter is less than 
600 feet from the 51st Av-
enue Academy and IS 5 is 
on the next block. The let-
ter, co-signed by U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) and state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
never received a response,  
but at Stavisky’s request  
HRA sent representatives 
to a community advisory 
board meeting at the Pan 
American shelter Monday.

“According to HRA, 
there are currently no reg-
istered sex offenders liv-
ing at the shelter, which 
is a relief,” Stavisky said. 
“However, due to privacy 
laws, we have no way of 
knowing if these individu-
als had ever lived at the 
Pan Am and, if so, for how 
long. Regardless of their 
parole or probation status, 
I cannot stress enough how 
inappropriate it is to place 
a convicted sex offender in 
a family shelter with nearly 
300 children. The children’s 
safety, the safety of the sur-
rounding community and 
the safety of other shelter 
residents are a priority.”

On Tuesday, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
joined members of Elmhurst 
United outside the shelter 
to demand the city find al-

ternative housing for them. 
The city earlier this month 
claimed that no one on the 
registry currently resided 
there, however, shelter 
residents confirm that they 
had seen the sex offenders 
as recently as last weekend, 
according to Avella.

“The city has failed to 
implement the very pro-
cedures they’ve acknowl-
edged are necessary to 
protect homeless families, 
and have allowed Level 3 
sex offenders to occupy the 
same shelters shared by 
children. Either DHS was 
disingenuous with their 
statement that Level 3 sex 
offenders were not in the 
Pan Am shelter, or they 
were outright unaware. 
Either scenario is deeply 
concerning,” Avella said. 
“You can be sympathetic 
to keeping a sex offender’s 
family together, but do so 
while finding a solution 
that doesn’t also endanger 
countless other families.”

DHS explained its posi-
tion the following morn-
ing.

“While the Department 
of Homeless Services did 
state publicly in early 2015 
that it planned to change its 
policy, that change couldn’t 
be implemented because 
it would have conflicted 
with court orders,” DHS 

Senior Advisor for Com-
munications Lauren Gray 
said. “The city is required 
by court order to provide 
shelter to everyone in need, 
including those with crimi-
nal justice involvement. 
The Department of Home-
less Services continues 
to follow state law in the 
placement of sex offend-
ers, some of whom have 
residency restrictions and 
must be placed in SARA 
compliant shelters, and 
some of whom do not have 
residency restrictions and 
can legally live anywhere 
in the city that they can af-
ford. Regardless of residen-
cy restrictions, if they have 
a family, they must legally 
be allowed to live with their 
family.”

SARA stands for the 
Sexual Assault Reform Act 
that bars those who pose 
the highest risk of reoffend-
ing, or whose victims were 
under 18 years old from liv-
ing within 1,000 feet of in-
stitutions serving children 
while still on parole.

“Because there is not 
a law in place to prevent 
any level two or three sex 
offenders from living in 
a shelter -- one convicted 
of raping three children 
-- than we must put one 
in place,” Stavisky said. 

Sex offenders no longer 
living in shelter: HRA

State Sen. Tony Avella questions the logic of placing two sex of-
fenders at the Pan American shelter for homeless families. 

photo by Bill Parry
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Another DRUM mem-
ber, Elmhurst’s Nadira 
Khanum from Bangladesh, 
is one of the many who 
fought for the campaign to 
win DAPA. 

“Today New York City 
families are more angry 
than fearful. We are tired 
of waiting for justice in 
this country,” she said. 
“We call on the President 
and his potential succes-
sors to take us out of de-
portation’s crosshairs. I 
should not have to worry 
about my husband being 
deported every minute of 
every day. We need a firm 
end to deportations before 
the president leaves of-
fice.”

The Supreme Court’s 
decision reverberated 
from Jackson Heights to 
Corona, two of the most di-
verse neighborhoods in the 
country where 167 differ-
ent languages are spoken 
within a mile of Roosevelt 
Avenue.

“The communities I 

represent—the sons and 
daughters, and mothers 
and fathers—deserve bet-
ter than this,” City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “Our resolve is only 
strengthened to continue 
to fight for these families, 
who are American in all 
ways but their immigra-
tion status.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Fererras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst), born 
and raised in Corona, 
agreed.

“The families in my dis-
trict, in New York City and 
across the country who will 
stay in limbo as a result of 
this decision deserve to 
live without fear of separa-
tion and with dignity,” she 
said. “This decision only 
affirms how important it is 
for localities like New York 
City to protect immigrant 
communities in the face 
of such a broken federal 
system. I will continue to 
lift my voice and fight for 
a system that values im-
migrant contributions and 
keeps families together.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 

called the case of United 
States v. Texas a political 
lawsuit designed to block 
Obama’s executive actions 
to grant specific, discrete 
immigration relief for mil-
lions of families. Twenty-
six Republican governors 
sued to block the deferred 
programs announced in 
2014.

“Despite the clear le-
gality -- and logic -- of this 
action, Texas and other 
states put politics above 
people and turned to the 
court system as a way to 
continue their anti-immi-
grant agenda,” Crowley 
said. “I am disappointed 
the Supreme Court was 
not able to affirm what we 
all know -- that the Presi-
dent’s actions were in line 
with the well established 
legal precedent and the use 
of executive discretion. On 
yet another issue, this lack 
of a decision makes clear 
how important it is for 
Republicans to stop their 
record of obstruction and 
confirm a Supreme Court 
justice so that these impor-
tant matters can be fairly 
decided.” 

In Nov. 2014, Mayor Bill 

de Blasio came to the heart 
of Corona  to sign legisla-
tion that requires immi-
gration officials to present 
a judicial warrant before 
the city can hold an im-
migrant in custody and re-
duce cooperation the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement on detentions 
an deportations if undocu-
mented immigrants. The 
signing ceremony took 
place in front of Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church, which 
serves the largest immi-
grant community in the 
city, according to de Bla-
sio.

After the Supreme 
Court deadlock, the mayor 
brought together commu-
nity leaders, advocates and 
labor activists at City Hall.

“Almost a quarter-
million of our fellow New 
Yorkers are hurting right 
now, whose rights and op-
portunities were taken 
away by our Supreme 
Court, de Blasio said. “It’s 
an affront to our values, 
but we don’t just get mad, 
we organize. We’re going 
to work together -- every-
one here-- to right this 
wrong.”

City Council members 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
and Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens) joined  
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
at the Pomonok Houses, a 
NYCHA development in 
Flushing, to criticize what 
they said was “horrific” 
inaction on the part of NY-
CHA.

The city Department 
of Health is required by 
law to inspect any apart-
ment where a child under 
6 has tested positive for el-
evated lead levels in his or 
her blood. The DOH found 
elevated lead levels in 63 
different NYCHA apart-
ments during the last five 
years. However, NYCHA 
determined that only 17 
of those apartments con-
tained harmful lead levels, 
according to Lancman. He 
blasted NYCHA for refus-
ing to acknowledge that 

there may be a lead paint 
danger inside the affected 
apartments.

“It’s completely un-
acceptable that NYCHA 
would ever challenge a New 
York City Department of 
Health determination that 
an apartment has lead in it 
and abatement needs to oc-
cur,” Lancman said. 

NYCHA contends that 
the Health Department 
only found one child with 
elevated lead in blood in 
the Pomonok Houses since 
2010, and found no hazard-
ous lead paint in the apart-
ment. According to NYCHA 
and the DOH, 201 children 
living at or visitors to 121 
NYCHA units showed el-
evated lead levels, and of 
those units, the DOH found 
lead paint hazards in 17 of 
them.

“Lead poisoning in New 
York City is at an historic 
low,” DOH Commissioner 
Dr. Mary Bassett said. 
“The vast majority of lead 
poisoning cases are found 
in private housing, not in 
NYCHA buildings. Preven-
tion and abatement efforts 
at NYCHA properties are 
an unqualified success.” 

Continued from Page 1 
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Join Us for the

EUROCUP

at Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Come  Watch  the 
Eurocup  Games
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD

DURING ALL GERMANY GAMES
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